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PREPAOE. 


The  work  of  preparing  the  records  of  the  war  for  public  use  was 
begun  under  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  May  19,  1864,  by  Adjt. 
Gen.  E.  D.  Townsend,  U.  S.  Army,  who  caused  copies  to  be  made 
of  reports  of  battles  on  file  in  his  ofiice  and  steps  to  be  taken  to  col- 
lect missing  records. 

Under  the  provisions  of  joint  resolution  No.  91,  of  1866,  Hon. 
Peter  H.  Watson  was  appointed  to  supervise  the  preparation  and 
formulate  a  plan  for  the  publication  of  the  records,  but  he  did  no 
work  and  drew  no  pay  under  this  appointment,  which  expired  July 
37,  1868,  by  limitation  of  the  resolution.  This  resolution  also  re- 
pealed the  former  one  and  work  ceased. 

The  first  decisive  step  taken  in  this  work  was  the  act  of  June  23, 
1874,  providing  the  necessary  means  "to  enable  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  begin  the  publication  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion,  both  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies,"  and 
directing  him  "to  have  copied  for  the  Public  Printer  all  reports, 
letters,  telegrams,  and  general  orders,  not  heretofore  copied  or 
printed,  and  properly  arranged  in  chronological  order."  Appropria- 
tions have  been  made  from  time  to  time  for  continuing  such  prepa- 
ration. Under  this  act  the  preliminary  work  was  resumed  by  Gen- 
eral Townsend,  who  first  outlined  the  plan  on  which  the  records  are 
printed,  though  it  appears  that  originally  he  contemplated  publish- 
ing to  the  world  only  the  more  important  military  reports. 

Subsequently,  under  meager  appropriations,  it  was  prosecuted  in  a 
somewhat  desultory  manner  by  various  subordinates  of  the  War 
Department  until  December  14,  1877,  when  the  Secretary  of  War, 
perceiving  that  the  undertaking  needed  the  undivided  attention  of 
a  single  head,  detailed  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  N.  Scott,  U.  S.  Army,  to 
take  charge  of  the  bureau  and  devote  himself  exclusively  to  the 
work. 

The  act  of  June  23,  1874,  greatly  enlarged  upon  the  first  crude 
scheme  of  publication.  On  this  more  comprehensive  basis  it  was 
determined  that  the  volumes  should  include  not  only  the  battle 
reports,  but  also  "  all  official  documents  that  can  be  obtained  by  the 
compiler,  and  that  appear  to  be  of  any  historical  value."  Colonel 
Scott  systematized  the  work  and  the  plan  and  presented  the  records 
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IV  PREFACE. 

in  the  following  order  of  arrangement,  -which,  has  been  adhered  to 
by  his  successors  : 

The  first  series  will  embrace  the  formal  reports,  both  Union  and  Confederate,  of 
the  first  seizures  of  United  States  property  in  the  Southern  States,  and  of  all  mil- 
itary operations  in  the  field,  with  the  correspondence,  orders,  and  returns  relating 
specially  thereto,  and,  as  pi'oposed,  is  to  be  accompanied  by  an  Atlas. 

In  this  series  the  reports  wiU  be  arranged  according  to  the  campaigns  and  sev- 
eral theaters  of  operations  (in  the  chronological  order  of  the  events),  and  the  Union 
reports  of  any  event  will,  as  a  rule,  be  imniediately  followed  by  the  Confederate 
accounts.  The  correspondence,  &c.,  not  embraced  in  the  "reports"  proper  will 
follow  (first  Union  and  next  Confederate)  in  chronological  order. 

The  second  series  wiU  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns. 
Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  prisoners  of  war,  and  (so  far  as  the  military^au- 
thorities  virere  concerned)  to  State  or  political  prisoners. 

The  third  series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns  of 
the  Union  authorities  (embracing  their  correspondence  with  the  Confederate  offi- 
cials) not  relating  specially  to  the  subjects  of  the  first  and  second  series.  It  will 
set  forth  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  General- 
in-Chief,  and  of  the  chiefs  of  the  several  staflE  corps  and  departments;  the  calls  for 
troops,  and  the  correspondence  between  the  National  and  the  several  State  author- 
ities. 

The  fourth  series  will  exhibit  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns  of 
the  Confederate  authorities,  similar  to  that  indicated  for .  the  Union  officials,  as  of 
the  third  series,  but  excluding  the  correspondence  between  the  Union  and  Confed- 
erate authorities  given  in  that  series. 

The  first  volume  of  the  records  was  issued  in  the  early  fall  of  1880. 
The  act  approved  June  16, 1880,  provided  ' '  for  the  printing  and  bind- 
ing, under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  10,000  copies  of  a'com- 
pilation  of  the  Official  Records  (Union  and  Confederate)  of  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  ready  for  publication, 
during  the  fiscal  year;"  and  that  "of  said  number  7,000  copies  shall 
be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  2,000  copies  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate,  and  1,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Executive  De- 
partments." Under  this  act  Colonel  Scott  proceeded  to  publish  the 
first  five  volumes  of  the  records.* 

*  All  subsequent  volumes  have  "been  distributed  under  the  act  approved  August 
7,  1883,  which  provides  that:    " 

"  The  volumes  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  shall  be  distrib- 
uted as  follows:  One  thousand  copies  to  the  Executive  Departments,  as  now  pro- 
vided by  law.  One  thousand  copies  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
among  officers  of  the  Army  and  contributors  to  the  work.  Eight  thousand  three 
hundred  copies  shall  be  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  such  libraries,  organiza- 
tions, and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Forty-seventh  Congress.  Each  Senator  shall  designate  not  exceed- 
ing twenty-six,  and  each  Representative  and  Delegate  not  exceeding  twenty-one,  of 
such  addresses,  and  the  volumes  shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time  as  they  are 
published,  until  the  pubUcation  is  completed.  Senators,  Representatives,  and  Dele- 
gates shall  inform  the  Secretary  of  War  in  each  case  how  many  volumes  of  those 
heretofore  published  they  have  forwarded  to  such  addresses.  The  remaining  copies 
of  the  eleven  thousand  to  be  published,  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be 
distributed  as  provided  herein,  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  cost  of 
publication  with  ten  per  cent,  added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be 


PBEFAOE.  V 

Col.  Robert  N.  Scott  died  March  5,  1887,  before  tbe  completion  of 
the  work,  which,  during  a  ten  years'  service,  he  had  come  to  lo^e  so 
dearly.  At  his  death  some  twenty-six  books  only  had  been  issued, 
but  he  had  compiled  a  large  amount  of  matter  for  forthcoming  vol- 
umes; consequently  his  name  as  compiler  was  retained  in  all  the 
books  up  to  and  including  Vol.  XXXVI,  although  his  successors  had 
added  largely  to  his  compilations  from  new  material  found  after  his 
demise. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  May  7,  1887,  assigned  Lieut.  Col.  H.  M. 
Lazelle,  U.  S.  Army,  to  duty  as  the  successor  of  Colonel  Scott.  He 
had  continued  in  charge  about  two  years,  when,  in  the  act  approved 
March  2, 1889,  it  was  provided — 

That  hereafter  the  preparation  and  publication  of  said  records  shall  be  conducted, 
under  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  a  board  of  three  persons,  one  of  whom  shall  be  an 
officer  of  the  Army,  and  two  civilian  experts,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  the  compensation  of  said  civilian  experts  to  be  iixed  bv  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

The  Secretary  of  War  appointed  Maj.  George  B.  Davis,  judge  advo- 
cate, U.  S.  Army,  as  the  military  member,  and  Leslie  J.  Perry,  of 
Kansas,  and  Joseph  W.  Kirkley,  of  Maryland,  as  the  civilian  expert 
members  of  said  board.  The  board  assumed  direction  of  the  pub- 
lication at  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  1889,  its  first  work 
beginning  with  Serial  No.  36  of  Vol.  XXIV. 

Each  volume  includes  a  copious  and  accurate  index,  and  for  the 
further  convenience  of  investigators  there  will  be,  in  addition,  a 
general  index  to  the  entire  set  when  complete  in  a  volume  by  itself. 
Nothing  is  printed  in  these  volumes  except  duly  authenticated 
contemporaneous  records  of  the  war.  The  scope  of  the  board's 
work  is  to  decide  upon  and  arrange  the  matter  to  be  published;  to 
correct  and  verify  the  orthography  of  the  papers  used,  and  occasion- 
ally to  add  a  foot-note  of  explanation. 

GEO.  B.  DAVIS,  Major  and  J.  A.,  U.  S.  A., 
LESLIE  J.  PERRY,  Civilian  Expert, 
JOSEPH  W.  KIRKLEY,  Civilian  Expert, 

Board  of  Publication. 

Approved : 

REDFIELD  PROCTOR, 

Secretary  of  War. 
War  Department, 

Washington,  D.  C,  AiLgust  1,  1891. 

covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two  or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the 
same  address,  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives,  or 
Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  designate  other 
libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  report  to  the 
first  session  of  the  Forty-eighth  Congress  what  volumes  of  the  series  heretofore 
published  have  not  been  furnished  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and  individuals. 
He  shall  also  inform  distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent." 
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ADDITIONS    AND    COEEECTIONS. 


TEXT. 


PART  I. 

Page       3.     Sept.  3, 1S64,  for  Skirmish  in  Sibley  Comity,  Ky. ,  read  Skirmish  in  Shelby 

County,  Ky. 
Page    256.     Total  cavalrj-  in  aggregate  column  for  2y  read  js. 
Page    509.     Tenth  line,  bottom,  for  Bartwell  read  Buriwell. 
Page    553.     Seventeenth  line,  top,  for  Fifteenth  read  Eleventh. 
Page    744.     Erase  foot-note  Not  found  and  insert  See  Plate  46,  Map  s,  of  the  Atlas. 
Page    901.     Noble's  report,  second  line,  for  too  read  500. 
Page    968.     V-a&^t  Kentucky  Troops  {Confederate),  Cavahy — Battalions:  first  line, 

insert  Regiments  :  before  jd. 

PART  2. 

Page  298.  Canby  to  Halleck,  date  line,  for  24  read  22. 

Page  579-  Polk  to  Davis,  second  line,  for  service  read  surface. 

Page  592.  Strength  of   Forrest's  Cavalrj-,  aggregate  present  and  absent  should 

read  Chalmers''  division,  7,348.     Total,  16,705. 

Page  593.  I<ast  line,  for  Vol.  j8,  Pari  4,  p.  lo,  read  Series  I,  Vol.  jg.  Part  i,  p.  10. 

Page  594.  Ivee  to  Polk,  third  line,  for  expeditious  read  expedient. 

Page  668.  Forrest  to  Lee,  second  line,  for  Car  read  Cars. 

Page  767.  Warren  to  Chalmers,  date  line,  for  9  read  8. 

Page  856.  Allen's  Brigade,  insert  \_9th'\  after  yth  and  before  Alabama. 

Page  879.  Forrest  to  Taylor,  first  line,  for  here  read  him. 

Page  902.  For  Harris''  (f.  T>.)  read  Harris'  (Sanmel  /).). 

PART  3. 


Page    Si2.     Beauregard  to  Cooper,  date  line,  for  //  read  lo. 

INDEX. 


Insert  all  -words  and  figures  in  italics  and  strike  out  all  in  [brackets] ,  An  asterisk  (*)  following  a 
correction  indicates  that  "Additions  and  Corrections  "  to  the  text  should  he  consulted.  References 
are  to  parts  of  volume. 


Part. 
Alabama  Troops  (C). 

Cava  Iry — Regiments : 

7th  {/fodffson ) I 

p/A  {Af alone)  [Malone's] 2 

>4^*mo7?  [Atherson],T. H 2 

Avery,  IVilliam  W.  [Colonel] i 

Babbitt,  Lawre?ice  S.  [Edwin  B.J 2 

Barnewall  [Barnwell] ,  William,  jr 2 

Barrett,  F.  5.  [G.] 3 

Boyle,  John  [H.] i 

Brown,  John  D.,  308,  jop,  311  [Brown,  John, 

30S,  309,  3x1] I 

Buckley,  Harvey  M 2 

[Cain,  David. 

Correspondence  with  William  R.  Sellon,59].  3 
Cain,  William  S. 

Correspondence  7vith  H^illiam  R.  Senon,S9"  3 

Clark,  Charles,  jgy  [Clark,  Thomas  H.,  797] ...  i 

Cleveland,  S.  B.  [R.] 2 

Cole,  Charles  H.  [ ] 2 

Daly  [Daley]  .Ed i 

Denicke,  Conrad F.  M.  [Martin  C.  K.,415].,.  i 


Part. 

Denicke^  Ernst  A.,  41$,  416 i 

Devine  [Devins] .  Joseph 2 

Eddj'ville,  Ky. 

Skirmish  at,  Oct.  ly  [iS].  1S64 3 

Elliott.  James  A^  [R.] 2 

Gaines'  I^anding,.^;'A.,  and  Bayou  Macon. L,a.  i 

Gordon,  01i\'^r  P.,  382  [Ciordon.  Perry,  3S2]  . .  i 
Gunboat  No.  11.     See  U.  S.  S.  Prairie  Bird 

[476] 3 

Gurley.  Davis  [David]  R 2 

Hamilton,  James  {A.D.  C),  S^f^ 2 

Hamilton,  James  {Q.M.). 

Mentioned,  [S5S] 2 

Hansen  [Han.son],  Ferdinand 3 

Harris,  Samuel  [J.]  D 2 

Harvie,  Edwin  J. 

Mentioned,  80S  [S09] i 

Heffren  [Hefferen] ,  Horace 3 

Invess  [Innes] ,  William  2 

Jolin.'ion.  George  IV. 2 

Jones.  Stephen  E 3 

Kelly.  Robert  M.  [N.] 2 


ADDITIONS    AND    CORRECTIONS. 


Part. 

Kelly  [Kelley],  Thomas  B i 

Kentiirfky  Troops  (l'.). 
Cavalry — Regiments; 

[  15th ,  553]  * 1 

Langdon,  Bassett  [Basset  T.] i 

Laivrence^  WiWam  Heury,  4jS 3 

Lawrence,  "William  Hudson  [H.,  43S] ;; 

Lowe,  William    ff.,  4-jg ;  I^owe.  William  M.. 

[479] 3 

McNao'.  A .  D.  [ ^] 1,3 

McNight,  Harlin  [ ] i 

Mci'i'iman  [Merriam] ,  Daniel i 

Miller.  Silas  F. 2 

Mississippi  Maritie  Briffade   [Marine  Regi- 
ment]. 

Disaffection  of  ist  Regiment 2 

Mitchell,  /.  D.  [Thomas  R.] 2 

Mobile  Bay,  Ala. 
Operations  in,  Aug.  2-23. 1864.     Reports  of 

Murphj',  Peter  [Patrick]  U i 

Moxley.  John  Z?.  [AV.] i 

Munroe  [Monroe] ,  John  H' i 

Murphy,  Peter  [Patrick]  U i 

Mutiny. 
Mississippi  Marine  Brigade,  ist  Regiment, 

3i^^3^9 2 

NefT,  Edfuund  [Edward]  W.  S i 

Nelson. yoA??  [Captain] 3 

Ohio  Troops. 
Infantrj' — Battalions: 
ist  Sharpshooters  {Cojnpanies),  jt/i,  6t/i, 

Hth.  65.  40s.  5S2,-  jth,  63  [65.  405,  552] 2 

1st  Sharpshooters  { Companies),  jth,  6ih, 

Sth 3 

Paine,  Robert  F.  [ ] 2 

Patterson.  David  T.  [D.] 2 

Pollard,  /.  J.  [ ] 2 


Part. 
Prairie  Bird,  i\  S.  S..  4y6;  Gunboat  No.  11, 

[476] 3 

Robins,  Thomas  D i 

Rooney.ya?«£.j  [John] 1 

Rosenthal,  Le^vis  [ ] 2 

Rugglcs,  M.  B.  [Kdward  S.] 2 

Sawdy  [Sandy] ,  Henry  J 2 

Schuetz,  John  C...?p^  [.Shuetz.  John  C,  328]  . .  2 
Sellon,  William  R. 
Correspondence  with 

Cain,  W.  S.  [David] 3 

.Sbaler,  Alexayider  [James  R.] i 

Shelby  [Sibley]  County,  Ky 1 

Sherman,  William  T. 
Correspondence  with 

Miller.  Silas  F 2 

Shoal  Creek.  Ala. 
Skirmishes  at. 

[Oct.  9, 1864.     Communications  from 
Hatch.  Edward,  733. 

Thomas,  George  H.,  732, 733] 3 

Nov.  g.  1864.    Commnni cat  inns  [Communi- 
cation] from 

Hatch,  Edward,  7jj 3 

Thomas,  George  H.,  yj2,  y^ 3 

Stanley,  F.  [ ] 2 

Stanton,  Cornelius  A i 

Stearns,  De  Witte  [Stearnes,  De  Witt] i 

Stewart,John  {A.  Q.  M.),  651 1 

Stewart,  John  (A/r.),  [651] i 

Strain,  A  braham  [Stran, ] 2 

Strickland.  S.  T.  [K.] 2 

Taylor,  J.  M.  {ist  Im.Cqv.)  [(Tnlon)]     i 

Todd.  IVilliaJH  B.  [i,ieutenant] 3 

Whitaker,  Walter  [Walker]  C i 

Witcher,  Vincent  [Vinson]  A 2,  3 

Woodman,  Edwin  [Edward]  E 3 


CHAPTER  II. 


OPERATIONS  m  KENTUCKY,  SOUTHWEST  VIRGINIA, 
TENNESSEE,  MISSISSIPPI,  ALABAMA,  AND  NORTH 
GEORGIA  (THE  ATLANTA  CAMPAIGN  EXCEPTED). 


May  1-November  13, 1864. 


PAET  I- 


SXTMiailA.Il'y    OH"    THE    PBinSTCIF-A-L    EVENTS.* 

May  2, 1864.— Skirmisi  at  Bolivar,  Tenn.t 

^        2-12,  1864. — Scout  in  Hickman  and  Maury  Counties,  Tenn. 

4-21,  1864. — Expedition  from  Vicksburg  to  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  with  skir- 
mishes at  Benton  (7th  and  9th),  at  Luce's  Plantation  (13th), 
and  at  other  points. 

5,  1864. — Scout  in  Meade  and  Breckinridge  Counties,  Ky. 

6,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Morganfield,  Ky. 

7-  8,  1864. — Skirmishes  near  Florence  (7th)  and  at  Decatur  (8th),  Ala. 
9, 1864.— Skirmish  near  Pound  Gap,  Ky. 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  D.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of  the 
Department  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  East  Louisiana. 
9-13,  1864. — Expedition  from  Louisa  to  Kock  House  Creek,  Ky. 
10,  1864. — ^Affair  with  guerrillas  at  Winchester,  Tenn. 
12, 1864.. — Skirmish  at  Jackson's  Perry  (HaUowell's  Landing),  Alsi. 
13, 1864.— Skirmish  at  Pulaski,  Tenn. 

15,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Centre  Star,  Ala. 

16,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Pond  Creek,  Pike  County,  Ky. 

18,  1864.— Skirmish  ^t  Fletcher's  Ferry,  Ala. 

Skirmish  in  Pike  County,  Ky. 
Skirmish  at  Wolf  Kiver,  Ky. 

19,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Dandridge,  Tenn. 

20,  1864.— Skirmish  near  Mayfield,  Ky. 

Skirmish  at  Greenville,  Miss. 
22,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Mount  Pleasant,  Miss. 
24, 1864. — Skirmish  near  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  Holly  Springs,  Miss. 
25,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Cripple  Creek,  Woodbury  Pike,  Tenn. 
27,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Greenville,  Miss. 

29,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Yazoo  Eiver,  Miss. 

Guerrilla  depredations  at  Winchester,  Tenn. 

30,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Greeneville,  Tenn. 
31-Jnne  20,  1864. — Morgan's  raid  into  Kentucky. 

*0f  some  of  the  minor  conflicts  noted  in  this  Summary  no  circumstantial  reports 
are  on  file. 
.    tSeeVol.  XXXII,  Parti,  p.  693.  (1) 

1  K  E — ^VOL  XXXIX,  PT  I 


2  KY.,  SW.  VA,,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALAv,  AND  N.  GA.  [Cbap.  LI- 

June       1-13,  1864.— Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into  Mississippi. 
4,  1864.— Skirmish  near  Vicksburg,  Miss. 

8,  1864 .-.-Aif air  at  Indian  Bayou,  Miss. 

9,  1864.— Skirmish  at  La  Fayette,  Tenn. 

13-Jnly  15,  1864.— Raid  from  Morristown,  Tenn.,  into  North  Carolina,  and 
capture  (June  28)  of  Camp  Vance. 

14,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Bean's  Station,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  in  Lincoln  County,  Tenn. 

15,  1864.— Skirmish  near  Moscow,  Tenn. 

20,  1864.— Skirmish  at  White's  Station,  Tenn. 
21, 1864.— Skirmish  in  Decatur  County,  Tenn.. 

22,  1864.— Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 

the  Department  of  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee. 

23,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Okolona,  Miss. 

Skirmish  at  Collierville,  Tenn. 
Attack  on  train  near  La  Fayette,  Tenn.* 
24-Aug.  20,  1864.— Operations  in  the  District  of  Northern  Alabama. 
25,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Ashwood,  Miss. 

Skirmish  at  Morganfleld,  Ky. 
27,  1864.— Skirmish  in  Big  Cove  Valley,  Ala. 

Affair  at  Crittenden,  Ky. 
29,  1864.— Skirmish  at  La  Fayette,  Tenn. 
July  2,  1864.— Skirmish  on  theByhalia  (Miss.)  Koad,  south  of  Collierville,  Tenn. 

2-10,  1864.— Expedition  from  Vicksburg  to  Pearl  River,  with  skirmishes  en 
route,  and  engagement  (7th)  near  Jackson,  Miss. 
3,  1864.— Skirmish  near  La  Grange,  Tenn. 
4-24,  1864.— Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  includ- 
ing  skirmishes  near   Bolivar    (6th),  at   Utica    (13th),  Port 
Gibson  (14th),  and  Grand  Gulf  (16th). 
5-21,  1864.— Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss. 
7-18,  1864.— Scouts  (7th-9th  and  12th-18th)  from  Kingston  to  England  Cove, 
Tenn. 
8,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Vienna,  Ala. 

10,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Clinton,  Ky. 

Skirmish  in  Issaquena  County,  Miss. 
10-17,  1864. — Expedition  from  Vicksburg  to  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  with  skirmishes 
(14th)  at  Port  Gibson  and  (16th)  at  Grand  Gulf. 

11,  1864. — Scout  from  Gunter's  Landing  to  Warrenton,  Ala.,  and  skirmish. 
12-15,  1864.— Scout  in  Lincoln  County,  Tenn. 

13,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Bell  Mines,  Ky. 
13-15,  1864.— Scout  from  Munfordville  to  Big  Spring,  Ky. 
14-18,  1864. — Operations  in  Webster    and  Union  Counties,   Ky.,   including 
skirmishes  (14th)  at  Morganfleld  and  (15th)  at  Geiger's  Lake. 
17-18,  1864. — Scout  from  Columbus  to  Hickman,  Ky. 
20,  1864.— Skirmish  in  Blount  County,  Tenn. 
22, 1864. — Skirmish  at  Coldwater  River,  Miss. 
22-23,  1864.— Skirmishes  at  Clifton,  Tenn. 

24, 1864. — Skirmish  near  Collierville,  Tenn. 
25-28,  1864. — Expedition  from  Decatur  to  Courtland,  Ala.,  and  skirmish. 
26, 1864.— Skirmish  at  White's  Station,  Tenn. 

Maj.  Gen.  Dabney  H.  Maury,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command 
the  Department  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  East  Louisiana. 

,"  »See  report  of  Col.  Edward  H.  Wolfe,  p.  295. 


CHAP.  LI.]  SUMMARY  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  EVENTS.  3 

July     26-27,  1864. — Expedition  from  Paduoah  to  Haddix's  Ferry,  Ky.,  and  skirmish. 
28,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Long's  Mills,  near  Mulberry  Gap,  Tenn. 
30,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Paint  Rock  Station,  Ala. 
Skirmish  at  Clifton,  Tenn. 
Aug.      1-  3,  1864. — Pursuit  of  Confederates  from  Athens,  Tenn.,  into  North  Caro- 
lina, and  skirmishes  (1st)  at  Athens,  Tenn.,  and  (2d)  near 
Murphy,  N.  C. 
1-  5,  1864. — Scout  from  Strawberry  Plains  to  Greeucvillo,  Tenn.,  and  skir- 
mish (2d)  at  Morristown. 
1-30,  1864. — Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Oxford,  Miss. 
1-31,  1864. — Operations  in  Eastern  Kentucky,  and  skirmishes   (1st)  near 

Bardstown,  Ky.,  and  (2d)  near  New  Haven,  Ky. 
2-23,  1864.— Operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala. 
3-  4,  1864. — Skirmishes  at  Triune,  Tenn. 

3-  6,  1864. — Scout  from  Cumberland  Gap,  Tenn.,  into  Lee  County,  Va.,  and 

to  Tazewell,  Tenn.,  and  skirmish  (4th)  near  Jonesville,  "Va. 
Operations  about  Woodville,  Miss. 
4,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Tracy  City,  Tenn. 

4-  6,  1864. — Expedition  from  Natchez,  Miss.,  to  Gillespie's  Plantation,  La., 

and  skirmish. 

7,  1864. — Confederate  raid  in  Union  County,  Tenn. 

8,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Salem,  Ky. 

Skirmish  at  La  Fayette,  Tenn. 
12-14,  1864. — Operations  in  Madison  County,  Ala. 
13,  1864. — Operations  about  Shawncetown,  111. 
14-15,  1864. — Scout  from  Mayfield,  Ky.,  and  skirmish. 

15,  1864. — Lieut.  Gen.  Richard  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  the 
Department  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  East  Louisiana. 
Scout  from  Triana  to  Valhermoso  Springs,  Ala. 
Raid  on  Nashville  and  Northwestern  Railroad,  Tenn. 
16-22,  1864. — Expedition  from  Mount  Vernon,  Ind.,  into  Kentucky,  including 
skirmishes  at  White  Oak  Springs  (17th),  Geiger's  Lake  (18th), 
and  Smith's  Mills  (19th). 

17,  1864. — Skirmish  in  -Issaquena  County,  Miss, 

18,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Charleston,  Tenn. 

20,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Pine  Bluff,  Tenn. 

21,  1864. — Attack  on  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  Grubb's  Cross-Roads,  Ky. 
21-23,  1864. — Skirmishes  at  RogersviUe  (21st)  and  Blue  Springs  (23d),  and 
pursuit  of  Confederates  to  Greeneville,  Tenn. 

22,  1864. — Skirmishes  at  Canton  and  Roaring  Spring,  Ky. 
27,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Owensborough,  Ky. 

28, 1864. — Affair  near  Holly  Springs,  Miss. 

29,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Ghent,  Ky. 

29-Sept.  4,  1864. — Operations  in  East  Tennessee,  including  skirmishes 
(September  4)  at  Park's  Gap  and  at  Greeneville,  and 
death  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan,  C.  S.  Army. 

31,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Clifton,  Tenn. 
Sept.  2,  1864. — Guerrilla  raid  on  Owensborough,  Ky. 

2,  1864. — Skirmishes  at  and  near  Union  City,  Tenn. 

2-  5,  1864.— Scout  from  Whiteside's,  Tenn.,  to  Sulphur  Springs,  Ga. 

3,  1864. — Skirmish  in  Sibley  County,  Ky. 
6, 1864.— Skirmish  at  Readyville,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  near  the  Eight-Mile  Post,  on  the  Natchez  and  Liberty 

Road,  Miss. 
Lieut.  Gen .  Richard  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of  tho 

Department  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  East  Louisiana. 
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Sept.      9-11,  1864.— Expeditions  from  Mobile  Bay  to  Bonseeours  and  Fish  Rivers.  Ala, 
10,  1864.— Affair  at  Campbellton,  Ga. 

Sliirmisli  at  Woodbury,  Tenn. 
10-Oct.   13,  1864. — Operations  in  East  Tennessee,   including   skirmishes 
(September  28)  at  Leesburg  and  (September  30)  at 
Duvall's  Ford. 
12,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Memphis,  Tenn. 

14,  1864.— Affair  near  Weston,  Ky. 

15,  1864. — Skirmish  in  Lumpkin  County,  6a. 

Skirmish  at  Snake  Creek  Gap,  Ga. 
16-Oct.   10,  1864. — ^Forrest's  raid    into    Northern   Alabama    and    Middle 
Tennessee. 
19-22,  1864.— Expeditions    from   Natchez    to   Buck's  Ferry   (19th-21st)   and 
Farrar's  Plantation,  Miss.  (22d),  and  skirmishes  en  route. 
20,  1864.— Skirmish  at  CartersvUle,  Ga. 

Skirmish  at  McCormick's  Gap,  Ky. 
20-Oct.   17,  1864. — Raids  from  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee  into  South- 
western Virginia. 
21-26,  1864. — Expeditions  from  Vicksburg  to  Deer  Creek,  Miss.,  and  skir- 
mishes (22d-23d)  near  Rolling  Fork. 

25,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Henderson,  Ky. 

Skirmish  near  Johnson ville,  Tenn. 

26,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Roswell,  Ga. 

26-30, 1864. — ^Expedition   from   Natchez,   Miss.,  to  Waterproof  and   Sicily 
Island,  La. 

27,  1864. — Skirmishes  at  Lobelville  and  Beardstown,  Tenn. 
28, 1864. — Skirmish  near  Decatur,  Ga, 

Skirmish  at  Brownsville,  Miss, 
Skirmish  at  Wells'  Hill,  Tenn. 
29,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Centreville,  Tenn. 
Skirmish  at  Moore's  Bluff,  Miss. 
29-Oct.     3,  1864. — Expedition  from  Vicksburg  to  Rodney   and  Fayette,' 
Miss.,  and  skirmish  (September  30)  at  Port  Gibson,  j 
29-Nov.  13,  1864. — Operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama. 
Oct.       2-11, 1864. — Operations  in  Southwest  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana,  includ- 
-tng  skirmish  at  Marianna,  Fla.,  September  27. 
4,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Memphis,  Tenn. 

7,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Kingston,  Tenn. 

8,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Rogersville,  Tenn. 

9, 1864. — Attack  on  U.  S.  Steamer  Sebago,  Mobile  Bay,  Ala. 

10,  1864. — Affair  at  South  Tunnel,  near  Gallatin,  Tenn. 
10-28,  1864. — Operations  in  East  Tennessee. 

11,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn. 
15,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Hernando,  Miss. 

16-Nov.  10,  1864. — Forrest's  raid  into  West  Tennessee. 

17,  1864. — General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of  the 

Military  Division  of  the  West,  cast  of  the  Mississippi  River. 
''  Skirmish  at  Eddyville,  Ky. 

18  and  21, 1864. — Raids  on  the  Nashville  and  Northwestern  Railroad,  Tenn. 
20, 1864. — Skirmish  near  Memphis,  Tenn. 
21,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Harrodsburg,  Ky. 
24-31,  1864. — Operations  in  Issaquena  and  Washington  Counties,  Miss.,  and 
skirmish  (25th)  at  Steele's  Bayou. 

25,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Memphis,  Tenn. 

26,  1864.— Affair  in  Scott  County,  Va. 

27,  1864.— Attack  on  Steamer  Bello  Saint  Louis  at  Fort  Randolph,  Tenn. 
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Oct.  29,  1864.— Attack  on  Vanceburg,  Ky. 

Skirmisli  at  Nonconnah  Creek,  Teiin. 
30,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Bainbridge,  Tenn. 
Nov.  1,  1864. — Skirmishes  at  Uniou  Station,  Tenn. 

4-17,  1864. — Breckinridge's  advance  into  East  Tennessee. 
5,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Bloomfield,  Ky. 

5-  6,  1864. — Skirmishes  at  Big  Pigeon  River,  Ky. 

6-  8,  1864. — Expedition  from  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  to  Gaiues'  Landing  and  Bayou 

Macon,  La. 
7,  1864. — Sixteenth  Army  Corps  abolished. 
9-13,  1864. — Expedition  from  Meinphia  to  Moscow,  Tenn. 
10,  1864. — Scout  near  Memphis,  Tenn. 


MAY  2-12,  1864. — Scout  in  Hickman  and  Maury  Counties,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Capt.  Runs  B.  Davis,  Tenth  Tennessee  ( Union)  Cavalry. 

Camp  Gillem,  Tenn.,  May  12,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  after  an  absence  of  ten  days' 
scouting  my  command,  which  on  ]eaving  camp  consisted  of  three  com- 
missioned officers  and  sixty  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates, 
returned  this  evening. 

From  the  2d  instant  up  to  the  8th  my  time  was  employed  in  scouting 
through  the  counties  of  Hickman  rnd  Maury.  On  the  evening  of  the 
3d  I  sent  Lieutenant  Creasy,  of  the  Twelfth  [Tennessee  Cavalry],  with 
a  detachment  of  twenty-live  men,  up  Piney  liiver,  with  instructions  to 
move  from  thence  up  Duck  Eiver,  and  cross,  and  report  to  me  as  soon 
as  practicable,  while  myself,  Lieutenant  Orr,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
command  moved  in  a  southwest  course  that  evening.  Next  morning  I 
crossed  Duck  River  by  means  of  a  ferry,  the  river  being  beyond  fording. 
After  crossing  I  divided  my  party  and  sent  Lieutenant  Orr,  with  fifteen 
men,  uj)  Duck  Eiver,  with  instructions  to  report  to  me  that  night  at 
Judge  Walker's,  on  said  river.  During  the  day  he  pursued  a  guerrilla 
very  closely,  so  near  the  man  was  obliged  to  swim  the  stream,  abandon 
his  horse,  and  seek  refuge  in  the  mountains,  the  horse  being  left  to  our 
mercy.  The  same  day  I  moved  up  Blue  Buck  Creek  to  Walker's,  where 
I  encamped  for  the  night.  On  the  morning  of  the  4th  I  moved  up  Lick 
Creek  and  Leatherwood  Creek  some  twelve  miles,  from  thence  across 
the  bluffs  on  to  Dnnlap  Creek,  where  I  remained  until  8  p.  m.,  when  I 
started  in  pursuit  of  three  deserters  from  our  army,  who  were  reported 
to  me  as  being  in  the  country  and  also  being  connected  with  a  band  of 
guerrillas  and  horse-thieves.  I  succeeded  admirably  in  capturing  two 
of  them,  namely,  H.  Love  and  Thomas  Fitzgerald;  the  third  one  not 
to  be  found ;  diligent  search  was  made  for  him. 

During  the  time  I  was  south  of  Duck  Eiver,  Lieutenant  Creasy  was 
operating  to  a  very  good  advantage  north  of  the  river.  Up  to  this  time 
he  had  captured  two  men,  namely,  Nat  Suggs  and  Capt.  George  H.  St. 
Claire,  the  former  acknowledging  to  have  been  engaged  in  guerrilla 
warfare  at  one  time,  about  a  year  ago,  I  think,  about  which  time  he,  with 
others,  fired  upon  a  scouting  party,  and  during  the  engagement  said 
Suggs  was  wounded  and  paroled  by  Federal  authority.  The  latter,  St. 
Claire,  claims  to  have  been  a  captain  in  the  One  hundred  and  second 
Eegiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  says  his  resignation  was  accepted  by 
General  Eosecrans  some  time  in  September  last.  He  furthermore  states 
that  owing  to  some  private  difficulty  between  himself  and  Miss , 
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of  Nashville,  he  left  and  moved  to  this  mountainous  region  to  act  as  a 
Federal  spy;  while  on  the  contrary,  citizens  of  the  country  have  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  represented  himself  to  them  as  being  a  deserter 
from  the  Union  army,  and  had  come  among  them  to  aid  in  carrying  on  a 
guerrilla  warfare  between  the  two  parties ;  in  no  instance  did  he  represent 
himself  as  being  a  Union  man.  Following  the  capture  of  the  two  above- 
named  men,  Lieutenant  Creasy  heard  of  two  guerrillas,  and  after  striking 
their  trail  he  pursued  them  o'er  hill  and  dale  until  finally  he  was  upon 
them,  they  being  concealed  in  a  house  of  ill-fame,  situated  in  a  most 
secluded  spot  on  the  top  of  a  large  bluff.  The  lieutenant,  fearing  escape 
on  their  part,  dashed  upon  them  alone  and  shot  them  both  before  any 
of  his  party  were  on  the  spot.  Much  credit  is  due  Lieutenant  Creasy 
for  his  gallantry  in  this  single  contest.  The  names  of  the  killed  are 
Colonel  Pointer  and  Lieutenant  Buford.  Four  army  pistols  and  three 
horses  were  found  with  them. 

The  day  following  our  parties  united,  and  I  selected  the  poorest  horses 
and  sent  them  under  Lieutenant  Orr,  with  four  prisoners,  with  orders  to 
report  at  your  headquarters,  while  myself  and  Lieutenant  Creasy, 
with  the  remainder,  thirty-seven  men,  continued  the  scouts.  Finding 
after  three  days'  marcli  7  men  wearied,  and  horses  also,  I  deemed  it 
prudent  to  return  to  car 

During  the  absence  ol  'lays  I  found  abundance  of  corn  and  long 
forage,  also  subsistence  for  n  /  men.  Perfect  order  was  kept  through- 
out the  entire  march,  and  the  rights  of  law-abiding  citizens  respected  by 
my  entire  party.  I  reaUzed  some  trouble  by  men  not  supplying  them- 
selves with  extra  horseshoes  and  nails.  With  this  one  exception  all 
was  right. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KUSS  B.  DAVIS, 
Captain,  Tenth  Tennessee  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Col.  George  Spalding, 

Comdg.  3d  Brig.,  4th  [Cavalry]  Div.,  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


MAY  4-21,  1864.— Expedition  from  Vicksburg  to  Tazoo  City,  Miss.,  with 
skirmishes  at  Benton  (7th  and  9th),  at  Lace's  Plantation  Q3th),  and  at 
other  points. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  .John  McArthur,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  expedition. 

No.  2.— Col.  Benjamin  DornTulaser,  Forty-sixtli  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  bri- 
gade. 

No.  3. — ^Maj.  Gen,  Stephen  D.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  and  East  Louisiana. 

No.  4. — Brig.  Gen.  Wirt  Adams,  C.  S.  Army,  of  operations  May  9-14. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  McArthur,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  expedi- 
tion. 

Headquarters  Post  and  Defenses, 

Vickshurg,  Miss.,  May  25, 1864. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
Yazoo  expedition : 

In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  major-general  commanding  the 
district  I  left  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  May,  in 
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command  of  an  expedition,  consisting  of  the  Forty-sixth  and  Seventy- 
sixth  Infantry,  Colonel  Dornblaser  commanding;  the  Eleventh,  Seventy- 
second,  and  One  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  Colonel 
Coates  commanding ;  Company  L,  Second  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  and  the 
Seventh  Ohio  Battery,  Captain  Bolton,  chief  of  artillery,  commanding; 
First  Kansas  Mounted  Infantry,  detachments  of  the  Fifth  and  Eleventh 
Illinois  Cavalry,  and  Third  U.  S.  Cavalry,  African  descent,  Colonel 
Osband,  Third  U.  S.  Cavalry,  African  descent,  commanding,  and  pro- 
ceeded in  the  direction  of  Messinger's  Ford,  thence  northwest  through 
Oak  Eidge  and  Mechanicsburg,  visiting  Scott's  Ferry,  at  Big  Black,  de- 
stroying the  same,  intercepting  the  wagon  train  of  two  regiments  that 
had  crossed  to  this  side  to  re-enforce  the  forces  that  were  immediately 
on  my  front.  I  then  started  in  the  direction  of  Benton,  having  constant 
skirmishing,  the  cavalry,  however,  pushing  the  enemy  sufficiently  rapid 
that  no  delay  was  experienced  until  we  reached  Benton,  where  they 
made  a  stand,  resisting  the  efforts  of  my  cavalry  to  dislodge  them  until 
the  arrival  of  the  infantry,  when,  after  a  shortand  spirited  skirmish,  they 
retreated,  closely  followed  for  six  miles  north  of  Benton.  Seeing  pur- 
suit in  that  direction  fruitless,  I  then  returned  to  Benton.  From  infor- 
mation received  from  Intercepted  dispatches  from  General  Adams,  to- 
gether with  intelligence  gained  from  other  sources,  I  found  that  the 
enemy  were  concentrating  all  their  available  forces  on  my  front,  and  had 
already  siicceeded  in  crossing  two  more  regiments,  and  that  General 
Adams  had  arrived  and  assumed  command,  thereby  accomplishing  the 
principal  object  of  the  expedition.  I  abandoned  the  idea  (as  communi- 
cated to  you  by  way  of  Yazoo  City)  of  crossing  the  Big  Black  and  mov- 
ing on  Canton,  and  contented  myself  Avith  destroying  the  ferry  at  Moore's 
Bluff  and  directing  General  Bllet,  of  the  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade,  to 
remain  at  Yazoo  City,  whither  I  sent  my  wagon  train  and  sick  and 
wounded,  and  awaited  at  Benton  the  completion  of  the  "  concerted  meas- 
ures" (see  General  Adams'  dispatches)*  to  drive  us  from  the  Yazoo. 
After  waiting  two  days,  and  seeing  no  serious  designs  in  carrying  out 
their  intention,  I  moved  toward  Vaughan's  Station,  on  the  Mississippi 
Central  Eailroad,  the  enemy  contesting  every  advantageous  position 
until  we  reached  Luce's  plantation,  where  they  endeavored  to  test  our 
strength,  but  were  soon  driven  from  their  position,  my  cavalry  and 
artillery  behaving  handsomely  and  fighting  keenly.  Meeting  with  no 
more  serious  opposition  we  destroyed  the  railroad  station  at  Vaughan's, 
following  the  road  to  Big  Black,  destroying  the  trestle-work  in  such  a 
manner  as  will  render  it  useless  for  some  time  to  comie,  returning  to 
Yazoo  City,  and  thence  by  the  valley  road  to  Vicksburg,  where  we 
arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  instant. 

Our  loss  in  killed  during  the  entire  expedition  was  2  commissioned 
officers,  1  non-commissioned  officer,  and  2  privates;  in  wounded,  14 
privates  (see  surgeon's  rejport  accompanying  this  for  names),!  com- 
paratively light  with  that  of  the  enemy,  who  were  severely  punished 
wherever  they  attempted  to  stand. 

Eeyjults :  A  wholesome  fear  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  from  painful 
experience,  that  we  have  suflicient  i'ovee  at  this  point  to  move  into  the 
interior  when  desired — the  effect  of  Avhich  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  the 
withdrawal  of  their  forces  west  of  the  Mississippi  Central  Railroad,  if 
not  of  Pearl  River;  also  comi)elling  them  ,to  concentrate  on  my 
front  at  that  time  instead  of  sending  them  north  as  they  might  have 
done;  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  communication  with  Canton;  the 

*  Not  found.  t  Nominal  list  omitted. 
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vast  advantage  it  has  been  to  the  new  recruits  of  the  command,  of 
■which  we  have  a  large  proportion,  increasing  their  morale  and  giving 
them  a  prestige  that  cannot  be  overestimated  to  troops  first  brought 
under  fire.  All  of  which  is  attributable  to  the  commanding  officers  of  • 
brigades,  and  in  fact  throughout  the  whole  command  my  thanks  are  due 
to  all,  as  well  as  to  my  staff,  for  alacrity  and  spirit  displayed  in  the 
execution  of  every  order,  "  Excelsior  "  seeming  to  be  the  motto  of  every 
portion  of  the  command. 

I  desire,  before  closing  my  report,  to  call  attention  to  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Ellct,  commanding  Marine  Brigade,  for  his  kindness  and  assistance 
in  doing  evei'ything  he  could  to  make  the  expedition  successful. 

Accompanying  my  report  I  send  you  a  sketch*  of  the  entire  route  of 
the  exiiedition,  which  Avas  made  by  Mr.  Fiedler,  engineer,  who  was  em- 
pl»yed  especially  for  the  jmrpose  of  making  a  military  map  of  this  part 
of  the  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bf.,  yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  McARTHUE, 
Brigadier- General. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Eodgers, 

Ansistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Vivkshurg. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Col.  Benjamin  Dornblaser,  Forty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  com- 
manding brigade. 

JBeadqxtabters  First  Brigade,  Yazoo  Expedition, 

Vickslurg,  Miss.,  May  33, 1864. 

•  Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  Yazoo  exj>edition : 

At  5  a.  m.  of  the  4th  instant  the  First  Brigade,  consisting  of  the 
Forty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  John  J.Jones  commanding,  and 
the  Seventy-sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  Col.  Samuel  T.  Busey  commanding, 
left  camp  and  proceeded  via  Jackson  road  to  Hebron,  Mechanicsburg, 
and  Benton,  which  we  reached  on  the  7th.  The  enemy  seemed  disposed 
to  dispute  om-  possession  of  the  place.  The  First  Brigade,  marching  in 
the  rear,  was  ordered  up,  leaving  two  companies  with  the  train,  and 
formed  by  your  order  in  a  field  east  of  the  town  and  in  the  rear  of  the 
One  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  lUinois  Infantry,  of  the  Second  Brigade. 
The  enemy,  however,  soon  fled  before  our  advance,  and  left  our  troops 
in  quiet  possession  of  the  place. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3th  General  McArthur  went  to  Yazoo  City  to 
communicate  with  General  Slocum,  at  Vicksburg,  leaving  me  in  com- 
mand during  his  absence.  At  about  2  p.  m.  of  the  9th  a  sccmt  reported 
the  enemy  advancing  in  large  force  on  the  Lexington  road.  I  at  once 
formed  my  brigade  and  Bolton's  battery  on  that  road,  and  requested 
Colonel  Coatfcs,  of  the  Second  Brigade,  to  form  it  on  the  Canton  road, 
which  was  promptly  done.  Major  Mumford,  with  his  Fifth  IlUnois  Cav- 
alry, dismounted,  passed  around  my  left,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and, 
drove  the  enemy  across  to  the  old  Lexington  road,  from  which  a  few  well- 
directed  shots  from  Bolton's  battery  di'ove  them  pell-mell  into  the 

*  Not  found. 
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timber  beyond  the  field.  Major  Cook,  of  the  Third  U.  S.  Cavalry 
(colored),  with  a  portion  of  his  command,  also  drove  to  the  shelter  of 
the  woods  a  small  force  of  the  enemy  who  were  advancing,  via  Pickett's 
plantation,  toward  the  right  of  my  brigade.  After  posting  a  strong 
picket  I  ordered  the  troops  to  camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  I  was  ordered  by  General  McArthur  to 
remain  at  Benton  to  guard  the  approaches  by  the  Lexington  road,  with 
the  First  Brigade  and  one  section  of  Bolton's  battery,  whilst  he,  with 
the  other  troops,  went  to  Moore's  Ferry,  on  the  Big  Black,  via  the  Can- 
ton road,  on  a  reconnaissance,  returning  the  same  day.  At  5  a.  m.  on 
th :  13th  the  expedition  started  for  Vaughau's  Station,  on  the  Mississippi 
Central  Railroad,  the  First  Brigade  in  the  advance.  The  cavalry  ad- 
vance encountered  the  enemy  at  Luce's  plantation,  five  miles  southeast 
from  Benton.  I  ordered  the  Seventy-sixth  Illinois  forward  to  support 
a  section  of  artillery  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Mchpls,  who,  together 
with  a  line  of  skirmishers  fro7i  the  Seventy-sixth  Illinois  Infantry, 
drove  the  enemy  from  their  position.  The  column  then  moved  forward, 
in  its  regular  order  of  march,  along  the  road  about  one  mile  and  a  half, 
when  the  enemy  was  again  found  i)osted  in  a  strong  position,  with  tliree 
pieces  of  artillery.  I  at  once  jmshed  my  brigade  forward  to  an  open 
field,  forming  the  Seventy-sixth  on  the  left,  and  the  Forty-sixth  Illinois 
Infantry  on  the  right  of  the  road,  throwing  forward  two  companies 
each  as  skirmishers,  while  at  the  same  time  Lieutenant  Nichols,  with  a 
section  of  artillery  posted  on  the  right  of  the  road  near  the  timber, 
opened  a  vigorous  and  well-directed  fire  upon  the  rebels'  battery,  which 
was  soon  silenced  and  compelled  to  retreat.  I  then  moved  forward  in 
line  of  battle,  with  skirmishers  well  advanced,  expecting  to  encounter 
the  enemy  at  any  moment,  fully  a  mile,  to  the  plantation  houses,  where 
I  halted  to  await  orders.  The  general  commanding,  finding  the  enemy 
gone,  pernutted  the  troops  to  rest  and  refresh  themselves  after  their 
weary  march.  After  a  halt  of  an  hour  and  a  half  the  column  again 
moved  forward  to  within  two  miles  of  Vaughan's  Station,  and  encamped 
for  the  night,  the  enemy  making  but  a  feeble  resistance  to  our  advance. 

On  the  14th  we  moved  via  Deasonville  to  Benton,  and  on  the  15th  to 
Yazoo  City,  where  we  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  18th,  when  we 
proceeded,  via  Liverpool,  Satartia,  and  Haynes'  Bins',  to  camp  at 
Vicksburg,  where  we  arrived  at  10  a.  m.,  having  marched  over  200 
miles. 

The  only  casualty  I  have  to  report  in  my  command  is  that  of  Sergeant 
Eells,  Company  D,  Forty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  who  was  killed  on  the 
morning  of  the  14th,  while  acting  as  a  scout,  for  which  he  was  well 
suited,  and  in  which  capacity  he  had  rendered  much  valuable  service. 

Although  the  march  was  a  long  one,  and  rendered  wearisome  by  the 
heat  and  dust,  but  very  few  comi)laints  were  heard,  and  whenever  a 
fight  was  expected  every  man  was  found  in  his  place  ready  and  eager 
for  the  fray. 

The  officers  of  this  command,  including  my  personal  staff,  are  entitled 
to  great  praise  for  the  able  and  prompt  discharge  of  every  duty  devolv- 
ing upon  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  DOENBLASER, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  W.  H.  F.  Randall, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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No.  3. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  J).  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  eommandiug  Depart- 
ment of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  amd  ^ast  Louisiana. 

Demopolis,  May  11, 1864. 

(Received  17tli.) 
There  are  two  raids  out  in  Mis.sissipx)i — one  2,000,  under  McArthnr, 
moving  from  Yicksburg  toward  Benton,  was  checked  by  General 
Adams;  the  other,  from  Memphis,  under  Sturgis,  four  regiments  of  in- 
fantry and  three  of  cavalry,  now  at  Lamar.  These  movements  are 
mostly  to  draw  off  troops  from  our  armies  and  need  not  be  feared. 

S.  D.  LEE, 
Major-  General. 
General  S.  Cooper. 


Demopolis,  Ala.,  May  15, 1864. 
Enemy  struck  Central  road  at  Vaughan's  Station,  and  destroyed  a 
few  trestles  between  that  point  and  Big  Black  bridge,  from  which  they 
were  repulsed  with  heavy  loss.    Enemy  now  retiring  toward  Benton ; 
General  Adams  fought  main  force  near  Pickens  Station. 

S.  D.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding  Department. 

Major-General  Fokrest, 

Tupelo. 


Demopolis,  May  16, 1864. 
General  :  A  raiding  party  from  Vicksburg  of  infantry  and  cavalry 
moved  on  the  Central  railroad,  and  while  General  Adams  was  fighting 
their  main  body  near  Pickens  Station  a  cavalry  force  burnt  Vaughan's 
Station  and  several  inconsiderable  trestles.  Captain  Yerger,  with  150 
men  of  Wood's  regiment,  handsomely  repulsed  two  regiments  of  infantry 
from  the  railroad  bridge  and  saved  it.  The  enemy  retreated  to  Yazoo 
City.    The  railroad  but  slightly  injured. 

S.  D.  LEE, 
Major-  General. 
General  S.  Cooper. 


No.  4. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Wirt  Adams,  €.  S.  Army,  of  operations  May  9-14. 

Canton,  May  9, 1864. 
After  two  days'  heavy  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  he  has  been 
checked  in  his  advance  toward  the  Central  road,  and  is  now  at  Benton, 
from  which  place  I  think  he  will  return  to  Vicksburg. 

WIRT  ADAMS, 
Brigadier-  General. 
General  Polk. 
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Near  Benton,  May  9, 1864 — 9  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  Demopolis  10th.) 
Force  under  McArthur  still  at  Benton  engaged  in  burning  and  plun- 
dering.   Attacked  Lim  on  Lexington  road  this  evening  with  some  suc- 
cess.   Think  I  shall  make  him  fall  back  to-morrow. 

WIET  ADAMS, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  D.  Lee, 


Yazoo  County,  May  14, 1864. 
The  enemy  having  received  1,500  re-enforcements  advanced  yesterday 
ten  miles  east  of  Benton  toward  Pickens  Station.  I  ofi'ered  all  the  op- 
position my  limited  force  permitted.  Whilst  engaged  with  his  main 
force  on  the  Pickens  road,  he  sent  a  cavalry  force  to  Vaughan's  Station 
and  burned  the  station-house  and  attempted  the  destruction  of  railroad 
bridge  over  Big  Black,  but  was  driven  off  with  heavy  loss  by  Stockdale, 
whom  I  had  posted  on  the  eastern  side  of  river  to  defend  it.  He  moved 
his  infantry  force  to  Deasonville  last  evening,  and  has  this  morning 
burned  a  few  inconsiderable  trestles,  and  is  now  retiring  toward  Benton. 

WIRT  ADAMS, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  D.  Lee. 


Benton,  Miss.,  May  15, 1864. 
It  was  Captain  Yerger  whOj  with  150  men,  successfully  defended  the 
railroad  bridge  yesterday  against  two  regiments  of  infantry.  As  the 
enemy  withdrew  from  Deasonville  last  evening  I  sent  Colonel  Wood  in 
pursuit,  who  actively  harassed  his  rear  nearly  to  Benton.  With  the  re- 
mainder of  the  command  I  returned  to  the  Pickens  road,  and  moved  at 
daylight  this  morning  toward  Benton,  and  found  the  enemy  gone  to 
Yazoo  City.  The  entire  force  will  probably  embark  to-day  or  to-morrow 
for  Vicksburg.  I  am  now  moving  toward  Liverpool.  Two  pieces  of 
Owens'  battery  disabled  and  remaining  two  worthless.  Colonel  Mabry 
is  greatly  in  need  of  a  battery  of  good  guns. 

WIRT  ADAMS, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral. 
Major-General  Lee. 


MAY  5,  1864 Scout  in  Meade  and  Breckinridge  Connties,  Ey. 

Reports  of  Oapt.  Hendriek  D.  Baker,  Thirty-fifth  Kentucky  Infantry. 

Hdqes.  Detach.  Company  B,  Thirty-fifth  Kentucky, 

Meadville,  Ky.,  May  7, 1864. 
General  :  My  advance  guard  encountered  a  small  squad  of  Captain 
Hinkle's  recruits  on  Beaver  Creek,  between  this  point  and  Hardins- 
burg,  on  the  5th  instant.  Hinkle  made  a  strong  resistance,  but  after 
firing  twelve  shots  he  and  his  friend  Cunning  were  wounded.  Cunning 
making  his  escape,  but  could  be  traced  by  the  blood.  Hinkle  died  in  a 
few  hours.  Hinkle  was  an  escaped  prisoner  from  Camp  Douglas,  and 
has  been  engaged  for  six  weeks  recruiting  a  company  for  the  C.  S. 
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Army.  I  have  also  captured  two  others,  G.  A.  Hardesty  and  J.  H.  Ken- 
nady,  whom  I  forward  to  Louisville  this  morning.  Forage  is  so  very 
scarce  in  this  vicinity  that  I  am  compelled  to  send  Sergeant  Parris  and 
twenty-five  of  my  men,  via  Elizabethtown,  with  orders  to  report  to  Lieu- 
tenant Hayslip  at  Cave  City.  I  will  not  be  in  for  four  or  five  days,  as  I 
am  of  the  opinion  I  can  capture  the  remainder  of  Hinkle's  recruits. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

_  H.  D.  BAKER, 

Captain,  Commanding  Detachment. 

p.  S.— Sergeant  Kincade,  of  my  company,  was  slightly  wounded  in 
leg  and  hip. 


H.  D.  B. 


Brig.  Gen.  H.  EwiNG, 

Gomdg.  Second  Division,  District  of  KentucTcy. 


Hdqrs.  Company  B,  Thiety-pifth  Kenttjcky  Vols., 

Cave  City,  Ky.,  May  13,  1864. 
General:  In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  14,  from  your 
headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  success  of  my  scouting 
expedition  in  the  counties  north  of  Green  Eiver. 

On  the  4th  [5th]  instant  the  advance  guard  of  a  small  squad  of  my 
company  came  in  collision  with  two  gueriillas  at  Jacob  Neff's  house, 
near  Sinking  Creek  bridge,  Breckinridge  County,  Ky.,  killing  Capt.  J. 
B.  Hinkle,  and  wounding  Cunning,  the  latter  making  his  escape. 
Sergt.  A.  P.  Kincade,  of  my  company,  received  a  flesh  wound  in  the  right 
.  leg  and  hip.  1  also  captured  two  gnierrillas  the  same  day  at  Big  Spring, 
Ky.,  viz,  Hardesty  and  J.  H.  Kennady.  Lieutenant  Hardesty  and 
Kennady  had  stopped  to  rest  at  William  Turpin's,  half  a  mile  from 
Neff's,  on  the  road  leading  from  Hardinsburg  to  Big  Spring,  and  after 
hearing  the  firing  between  my  scout  and  Hinkle,  came  to  Big  Spring, 
with  the  intention  of  making  their  escape.  My  opinion  is  that  Neff  and 
Turpin  were  harboring  them.  1  also  chased  the  guerrillas  Birch,  Eeed, 
and  Crutcher  from  Garnettsville  to  West  Point,  where  they  crossed 
Salt  Eiver  and  went  in  the  direction  of  Louisville.  The  aforesaid  Eeed, 
Birch,  and  Crutcher  are  notorious  horse-thieves,  and  Birch  was  arrested 
a  few  weeks  ago  by  the  civil  authority  for  stealing  horses,  and  placed 
under  guard  at  West  Point,  where  Charles  Brown,  West  Carleton,  and 
William  Eobinson  (who  are  notorious  rebels),  who  reside  at  that  place, 
went  with  pistols  in  hand  and  demanded  the  guard  to  release  Birch ; 
the  guard  being  overpowered  was  compelled  to  submit.  The  loyal  men 
of  that  country  have  had  many  horses,  i)istols,  guns,  &c.,  taken  from 
them  by  those  guerrillas,  and  some  of  them  entirely  robbed  of  money, 
&c.  There  are  fifteen  or  twenty  guerrillas  still  lurking  through  the 
counties  of  Meade  and  Breckinridge,  and  it  is  very  clear  that  the  rebel 
■  sympathizers  are  harboring  them  and  keeping  them  concealed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  D.  BAKEE, 
Captain  Company  B,  Thirty-fifth  Kentucky  Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing, 

Comdg.  Second  Div.,  Dist.  of  Kentucky,  Munfordville,  Ky. 


CHAP.  LI.]         SKIRMISHES  NEAR  FLORENCE  AND  AT  DECATUR,  ALA.       13 
MAY  7-8,  1864.— Skirmishes  near  Florence  (7th)  and  at  Decatnr  (8th),  Ala. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Brig.  Geu.  John  D.  Stevenson,  U.  S.  Army. 
No.  2.— Brig.  Gen.  Jolin  E.  Smitli,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  1).  Stevenson,  U.  S.  Army. 

DecAttje,  May  8, 1864. 
Colonel  Rowett,  Seventh  Illinois,  has  been  compelled  to  fall  back  to 
Florence  after  a  sharp  fight  with  rebels  on  river  above — two  regiments 
of  infantry,  one  of  cavalry.  Enemy  are  reported  on  Florence  side  of 
Tennessee.  The  enemy  made  an  attack  on  our  lines  this  morning,  using 
artillery ;  after  a  spirited  fight  they  were  driven  off.* 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Colonel  Sawyer, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  2. 
Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Huntsville,  Ala.,  May  9, 1864. 
General  :  The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  Gen- 
eral Stevenson,  Decatur: 

General  Smith, 
*      Humtsville,  Ala.: 
Just  received  following  dispatch  from  Colonel  Rowett : 

"Two  Milks  Southeast  ov  Lawrenceburg, 
"May  7, 1864—7  jp.  m.    (Via  Pulaski  5.30  p.  m.  8th.) 
"Brigadier-General  Stevenson: 

"Sir:  Roddey  crossed  both  above  and  below  Florence  this  morning.  His  force 
about  5,000.  I  fought  him  two  hours,  but  found  myself  nearly  surrounded,  and, 
after  losing  a  great  many  men,  fell  back  on  the  Rawhide  road.  The  enemy  fol- 
lowed as  far  as  Rawhide,  when  I  think  they  struck  toward  the  Nashville  and  De- 
catur Railroad.  I  am  now  moving  toward  Lawrenceburg.  I  have  sent  to  Clifton 
for  re-enforcements.  If  they  come  to-night  I  shall  jiitch  into  Roddey  again  to-mor- 
row. I  understand  a  portion  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  is  near  Lawrenceburg. 
I  have  notified  them  that  Roddey  is  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  hope  they  will 
push  forward  to  Pulaski." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
Maj.  Gen.  James  B.  MoPherson, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

•See  also  Stevenson  to  McPherson^  Vol.  XXXVIII,  Part  IV,  p.  86. 
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MAT  9,  1864.— Skirmish  near  Found  Gap,  Ey. 

Report  of  Col.  George  W.  Gallup,  Fourteenth  Kentucky  Infantry. 

Louisa,  Ky.,  May  9, 1864. 
Major  Wise,  Eleventh  Michigan,  left  this  morning  with  three  squad- 
rons for  the  vicinity  of  Pound  Gap.  Scouts  just  came  in ;  had  a  skirmish 
with  one  of  Morgan's  scouts;  captured  C  horses,  his  telegraph  operator 
and  instruments,  and  1  private;  killed  2.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  veterans  Fourteenth  Kentucky  Volunteers  desire  furloughs;  can 
they  be  given;  if  so,  who  gives  them? 

G-BO.  W.  GALLUP, 

Colonel. 
Capt.  J.  S.  Butler, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


MAY  9-13,  1864. — Expedition  from  Louisa  to  Rockhouse  Creek,  Ey. 

Report  of  Maj.  Charles  E.  Smith,  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry. 

Headquabtees  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry, 

Louisa,  Ky.,  May  16, 1864. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  accordance  with 
instructions  from  Colonel  Gallup,  brigade  commander,  I  proceeded  with 
my  command  of  two  squadrons  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  Companies 
A  and  F,  and  one  company  Thirty-ninth  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry, 
Company  B,  from  this  point,  on  Monday,  9th  instant,  to  Piketon,  via 
Paintsville,  Middle  Creek,  Forks  of  Beaver,  and  head  of  Mud  Creek, 
arriving  at  Piketon  evening  of  11th  instant.  Finding  that  I  could  pro- 
cure forage,  and  hearing  that  there  was  a  small  force  of  rebels  near 
head  of  Beaver,  I  moved  to  Pound  Gajj,  passing  inside  of  rebel  breast- 
works in  gap.  Finding  that  a  rebel  force  was  on  Eockhouse  Creek,  and 
numbering  some  forty-flve  men,  I  moved  to  that  place,  marching  from 
sunrise  until  1  a.  m. ;  resting  two  hours,  and  pushing  on  again  at  4  a. 
m.,  charged  into  the  enemy's  camp  about  11  a.  m.  of  13th  instant.  We 
ran  them  some  three  miles,  capturing  1  captain,  1  lieutenant,  and  5 
horses  with  equipments,  and  killing  1  horse.  Our  horses  were  now  so 
used  up  that  I  was  unable  to  follow  them  any  farther,  and  immediately 
started  to  return  to  this  place,  marching  by  Beaver  Creek,  Preston- 
burg,  and  PaintsviUe.  There  was  no  enemy,  at  the  gap  nearer  than 
four  miles,' where  a  small  picket  is  placed  to  prevent  refugees  from  leav- 
ing Virginia,  but  as  my  orders  did  not  allow  me  to  pass  through  the 
gap  did  not  molest  them.  On  my  return  I  learned  that  Colonel  Cheno- 
weth  was  one  mde  and  a  half  beyond  Whitesburg,  with  about  seventy- 
five  men,  but  my  horses  were  unable  to  move  farther  in  that  direction, 
and  1  also  learned  that  there  was  no  forage  to  be  procured  on  that 
route.  These  two  forces  of  seventy-five  and  forty-flve  men  are  aU  the 
enemy's  forces  I  could  learn  of  being  in  these  mountains.  I  could  learn 
nothing  of  any  Federal  troops  moving  in  this  direction.  I  cannot  too 
highly  praise  the  conduct  of  both  ofilcers  and  men  on  what  was  a  very 
disagreeable  and  somewhat  hazardous  march. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  E.  SMITH, 
Major  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  Gomdg.  Detachment. 


CHAP.  LI.]  SKIRMISH  AT  JACKSON'S  FEERY,  ALA.  15 

MAY  10,  1864. — Affair  with  guerrillas  at  Winchester,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Col.  Henry  K.  IlcConnell,  Seventy-first  Ohio  Infcmtry, 

Hdqks.  Seventy-first  Eegt.  Ohio  Vet.  Vol.  Infty,, 

Hlh  Biver,  Tenn.,  May  11, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  houor  to  report  that  the  guerrillas  at  Winchester 
yesterday  morning  were  those  of  Hays  and  Davis,  and  were  from  thirty 
to  forty  in  number.  Captain  McConnell  drove  them  from  ten  to  fifteeil 
miles,  with  sixteen  men,  to  the  southwest.  If  Eoddey's  cavalry  should 
be  moving  in  this  direction  his  probable  route  will  be  by  Lexington, 
Pulaski,  and  FayettevUle,  a  distance  of  more  than  100  miles.  We  are 
keeping  a  vigilant  lookout  in  that  direction.  We  lack  20,000  rounds 
of  ammunition  of  the  quantity  required  to  be  kept  on  hand.  I  received 
intelligence  yesterday  of  300  bushels  of  corn  being  brought  from  below 
to  be  manufactured  into  whisky.  I  can  secure  the  corn  by  going  not 
more  than  ten  mDes.  There  can  be  nothing  permanently  in  the  way  of 
mapping  until  we  can  secure  instruments  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  Gil- 
ham,  who  lives  near  this  post,  will  be  of  great  use  to  us  employed  in 
secret  service.  Can  he  be  so  employed  ?  There  is  also  a  colored  man  at 
Winchester  who  is  regularly  reporting  here,  and  will  also  be  of  service. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  McCONNELL, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 
Capt.  Phelps  Paine, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HAY  12,  1864 Skirmish  at  Jackson's  Ferry  (Hallowell's  Landing),  Ala. 

Report  of  Capt.  William  A.  Naylor,  Tenth  Indiana  Battery. 

On  Board  U.  S.  Gun-boat  A, 

Bridgeport,  May  14, 1864. 

Sir:  The  following  report  of  trip  No.  2  of  the  U.  S.  gun-boat  is  re- 
spectfully submitted: 

May  11,  got  under  way  at  5  a.  m.;  ran  down  the  river;  wooded  at 
Price's,  twelve  miles  below,  on  south  bank  of  river;  passed  Eowan's 
Landing  at  12  m. ;  stopped  at  Piney  (or  Seven-Mile)  Island,  on  the 
north  side,  near  the  head,  and  reconnoitered  the  island,  it  having  been 
reported  that  a  band  of  guerrillas  had  been  there.  We  found  a  lot  of 
horses,  two  of  vrhich  were  marked  U.  S. ;  ran  down  to  the  foot  of  the 
island  and  landed  on  the  south  side;  made  Gunter's  Landing  about  5 
p.  m.,  fired  two  shells,  and  landed  a  detachment  of  sharpshooters,  who 
discovered  a  body  of  cavalry,  about  200,  stationed  at  Guntersville; 
threw  three  or  four  shells.  Scouts  called  in  at  6  p.  m. ;  they  brought 
off  a  citizen  named  T.  F.  Capehart,  who  is  kept  under  guard.  Moved 
down  to  Johnston's,  receiving  two  or  three  shots  from  sharpshooters 
stationed  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  and  anchored  for  the  night. 

May  12,  got  under  way  this  morning  at  4;  ran  down  to  Whitesburg, 
arriving  about  7  a.  m.  Colonel  Jackson,  commanding  post,  reported 
about  2,000  rebel  troops  at  Gadsden;  crossed  the  river  and  wooded  at 
the  rebel  works;  sent  out  scouts,  who  discovered  about  fifty  of  the 
enemy  a  mile  from  the  river;  fired  a  few  shells,  when  they  left;  ran  up 
and  landed  a  detachment  of  sharpshooters  about  a  mile  below  Hallo- 
well's  wood-yard,  or  Jackson's  Ferry,  then  proceeded  to  the  ferry  and 
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set  ashore  another  detachment,  a^d  reconnoitered  half  a  mile  back  of 
the  landing,  and  waited  for  the  detachment  landed  below  to  arrive. 
At  this  time  the  rebels,  number  unknown,  concealed  among  the  rocks 
and  buslies,  opened  a  cross-fire  on  our  party,  wounding  3  men,  1  of 
whom  died  soon  after  being  brought  on  board  the  boat.  As  the  fire 
was  from  three  directions,  it  was  impossible  to  see  or  know  the  force 
of  the  enemy.  The  riflemen  fell  back  to  the  boat;  backing  out  into  the 
stream,  we  shelled  the  landing;  crossed  to  the  opposite  side,  wooded, 
returned  to  the  landing,  and  set  ashore  a  detachment  of  men  for  the 
purpose  of  burning  the  buildings.  They  found  17  horses  and  mules, 
which  were  killed,  it  not  being  possible  to  bring  them  off.  The  rebels 
opened  fire  on  them,  when  we  shelled  them  out,  and  our  party,  under 
cover  of  the  fire  from  the  boat,  burned  all  the  buildings;  two  of  them 
contained  loose  cotton.  In  landing  to  take  the  men  aboard  the  enemy 
attempted  to  flank  us  and  cut  the  burning  party  off  from  the  boat,  but 
were  repulsed  by  another  detachment  which  we  landed  and  two  dis- 
charges of  canister.  A  party  of  contrabands  came  and  begged  to  be 
taken  off.  The  party  consisted  of  five  men,  six  women,  and  eighteen 
children.  After  taking  them  aboard  we  proceeded  up  the  river,  mak- 
ing Gunter's  Landing  about  sunset.  Landed  and  took  on  wood  on 
north  side  of  the  river;  were  fired  into  by  riflemen  in  the  works  at 
the  landing.  We  threw  a  few  shell  into  the  works,  when  they  left. 
The  inclosed  order*  was  picked  up  aft  HalloweU's  wood-yard  and  is 
respectfally  forwarded. 

May  13,  ran  up  the  river  until  1  a.  m.,  when  the  fog  became  so  heavy 
could  proceed  no  farther,  and  anchored  about  twenty-five  miles  below 
Bridgeport.  Got  under  way  an  hour  after  sunrise,  the  fog  having 
cleared  up;  stopped  to  wood  about  two  miles  below  Cool  Creek;  passed 
pontoon-boat  at  mouth  of  Cool  Creek;  arrived  at  Bridgeport  at  I  p.  m. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  NAYLOE, 
Captain  Tenth  Indiema  Battery,  Commanding  Boat. 

Colonel  Kezyzanowski, 

Commanding  Fost,  Bridgeport, 


MAY  15,  1864. — Skmnish  at  Centre  Star,  Ala. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Walter  Q.  Gresliam,  U.  8.  Army.\ 

Athens,  Ala.,  May  17, 1864.  ■■■ 
I  sent  Colonel  Eowett,  with  his  own  regiment.  Seventh  Illinois,  and 
Ninth  Ohio  Cavalry,  to  Florence,  and  he  reports  to  me  that  he  met  the 
enemy,  under  Colonel  Johnson,  at  Centre  Star,  fourteen  miles  this  side 
of  Florence,  and  whipped  him  and  drove  him  across  Tennessee  Eiver, 
capturing  35  prisoners.  He  says  Colonel  Johnson  has  some  1,200  men 
and  three  pieces  of  artillery.  No  further  particulars.  Eowett  is  in 
Florence. 

W.  Q.  GEESHAM, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Col.  E,  M,  Sawtek, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Nashville. 

*  Not  found.  t  See  also  Vol.  XXXVIII,  Part  IV,  pp.  230,  245. 
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MAY  18,  1864 Skirmish  at  Wolf  Birer,  Ey. 

Report  of  Col.  James  W.  Weatherford,  Thirteenth  Kentucky  Cavalry, 

BuRKESViLLE,  Ky.,  May  IS,  1864. 
Scout  just  returned  from  Wolf  Eiver;  had  ii  fight;  captured  7  pris- 
oners— 1  captain.  Had  2'  men  killed.  Have  another  scout  out  aftor 
them.  Scout  from  Glasgow  captured  11  Monday,  who  have  been  firing 
on  their  pickets,  &c.  Two  boats  here  Avith  rations  and  forage;  have 
two  and  half  months'  supplies  on  hand. 

J.  W.  WEATHERFOED, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Thirteenth  KentueJcy. 
General  Hobson, 


MAY  22,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Mount  Pleasant,  Miss. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Capt.  William  H.  Forrest,  Twenty-sixth  Battalion  Tennessee  (Confederate) 

Cavalry. 
No.  2. — itinerary  of  the  First  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

commanded  hy  Col.  George  E.  Waring,  jr, 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Capt.  William  H.  Forrest,  Ticenty-sixth  Battalion  Tennessee 
f  Confederate  J  Cavalry. 

Tupelo,  May  23, 1864. 
Following  received  to-day ; 

Holly  Spkings,  May  3.3, 1864, 
Brigadier-General  Ciialmkks  : 

Fought  the  enemy  thirteen  miles  west  this  evening  eighty  strong,  killing  12, 
wounding  and  capturing  5,  without  losing  a  man  or  horse. 

W.  H.  FORREST, 
Captain,  Commanding  Squadron, 

N.  B.  FOEREST, 

Major- General. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  D.  Lee. 


No. 


Itinerary  of  the  First  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 
^  commanded  by  Col.  George  F.  Waring,  jr.* 

May  22. — One  scouting  party  of  the  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry  was  at- 
tacked by  a  large  party  of  rebels  while  passing  over  very  broken  ground 
near  Mount  Pleasant,  Miss. ;  lost  8  killed  and  4  wounded  and  prisoners. 

*  From  return  for  May,  1861. 
2  B   R — VOL   XXXIX,  PT   I 
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MAT  25,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Cripple  Creek,  Woodbury  Pike,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Capt.  Isaac  N.  Campbell,  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Ohio 

Infantry. 

Oami>  lloTii  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

May  35, 1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  my  return  from  escort- 
ing Major  Eodgers,  paymaster,  to  McMinnville,  when  near  Cripple  Creek, 
on  Woodbury  pike,  I  heard  of  some  guerrillas  crossing  the  pike  and 
going  into  the  cedars.  1  followed  them  and  overtook  the  party  (five 
men,  mounted  and  armed  with  carbines  and  revolvers)  near  the  house  of 
Jesse  Beshears.  They  were  drawn  in  line  across  the  lane,  but  after  ex- 
changing one  round  fled  to  tlie  cedars.  We  killed  1  of  the  party,  but  the 
balance  succeeded  in  making  their  escape.  They  appeared  to  be  loaded 
with  goods,  and  undoubtedly  belonged  to  the  band  of  guerrillas  that 
have  been  plundering  in  the  vicinity  of  Shelbyville. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  F.  CAMPBELL, 
Captain,  Comdg.  Mounted.  Detach.  115th  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Capt.  E.  A.  Otis, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


MAT  29,  1864. — Guerrilla  depredations  at  Winchester,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Col.  Henry  K.  McConnell,  Fieventy-first  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteer 

Infantry. 

Headquarters  Railroad  Defenses, 

TuUahoma,  Tenn.,  June  2,  1864. 
Maj.  B.  H.  Polk, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Nashville : 
Sir  :  I  send  herewitli  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Colonel  McConnell.  I 
have  had  no  opportunity  to  control  this  lawlessness  for  want  of  sufB- 
cient  cavalry  force.  I  shall  be  ready  in  a  few  days.  The  same  men  are 
concerned  in  all  of  the  depredations  on  the  railroad.  I  have  learned 
the  names  of  some  of  them  and  several  of  the  persons  who  keep  up  and 
harbor  the  outlaws. 
EesijectfuUy  submitted. 

E.  A.  PAINE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


,      Hdqrs.  Seventy'-first  Eegt.  Omo  Vet.  Vol.  Infty., 

Elk  River  Bridge,  May  30, 1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully  state  that  on  last  Tuesday  night  the 
guerrillas  robbed  Winchester  of  about.  $10,000.  They  knew  men  and 
houses  and  events  only  as  citizen  guerrillas  can.  No  one  came  to 
notify  me  of  the  raid.  I  heard  incidentally  that  the  citizens  were  in- 
dustriously circulating  the  report  that  our  troops  had  robbed  the  town. 
I  sent  Captain  McConnell  to  inquiie  into  tlie  matter.  They  gave  but 
partial  information.  Tiie  -qiiad  was  small ;  only  six  or  eight.  They  have 
been  lurking  in  the  ueighboi  liood  ever  since.    They  fired  into  the  train 
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on  Saturday  night  between  this  and  Decherd,  and  yesterday  they  stole 
a  horse  near  Winchester.    We  are  very  much  embarrassed  for  want 
of  a  telegraph  offlce  here. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  McCONNELL, 
Colonel  Seventy-first  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Captain  Paine, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tullalioma. 


MAY  31-JUNE  20,  1864.— Morgan's  raid  into  Kentucky. 

sxjm:ma.iiy  of  tub  PEiiirciF^L  events. 

June  1,  1864. — Skirmisli  near  Pound  Gap. 

4,  1864. — Morgan's  forces  enter  Kentucky. 
8,  1864. — Capture  of  Mount  Sterling. 
9, 1864. — Action  at  Mount  Sterling. 
Affair  near  Pleasurevillc. 

10,  1864. — Capture  of  Lexington. 

Affair  near  Benson's  Bridge. 
10-12,  1864. — Demonstration  on  Frankfort. 

11,  1864. — Capture  of  Cynthiaua. 

Action  at  Keller's  Bridge,  near  Cynthiaua. 

12,  1864. — Action  at  Cynthiaua. 

12-20,  1864. — Morgan's  forces  retreat  to  Abingdon,  Va. 

REPORTS,  ETC. 

No.    1. — Brig.  Gon.  Stephen  G.  Burbridge,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  Ken- 
tucky. 
No.    2. — Capt.  J.  Bates  Dickson,  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
No.    3. — Capt.  Julius  Fosses,  Assistant  Inspector-General  of  Cavalry. 
No.    4. — Capt.  George  H.  Laird,  Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
No.    5. — Brig.  Gen.  Edward  H.  Hobson,  U.  S.  Army. 
No.    6. — Col.  David  A.  Mims,  Thirty-ninth  Kentucky  Infantry,  commanding  bri-. 

gade. 
No.    7. — Col.  Charles  S.  Hanson,  Thirty-seventh  Kentucky  Infantry,  commanding 

brigade. 
No.    8. — Col.  John  Mason  Brown,  Forty-fifth  Kentucky  Infantry,  commanding  bri- 


No.  9. — Col.  Israel  Garrard,  Seventh  Oliio  Cavalry,  commanding  First  Cavalry  Bri- 
gade. 

No.  10. — Insp.  Gen.  Daniel  W.  Lindsey,  Kentucky  State  Guard. 

No.  11. — Col.  George  W.  Monroe,  Twenty-second  Kentucky  Infantry,  commanding 
forces  defending  Frankfort. 

No.  12. — Col.  Joel  F.  Asper,  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  13. — Capt.  Richard  0.  Swindler,  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  14. — Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  /Stephen  G.  Burbridge,   U.  S.  Army,  commanding 

District  of  Kentucky. 

Lexington,  Ky.,  June  10,  1864 — 4.45  p.  m. 

(Keceivcd  12  p.  m.) 
After  concentrating  a  force  at  the  mouth  of  Beaver  Creek,  on  Big 
Sandy,  I  moved  against  Morgan's  force  in  Virginia.    Went  as  far  as 
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Gladesville.  Morgan,  with  2,500  men,  moved  into  Kentucky,  via 
Whitesburg.  I  pursued,  and,  by  marching  ninety  miles  in  twenty-four 
hoiirs,  came  upon  him  at  Mount  Sterling  yesterday  morning,  and  de- 
feated him.  By  steaUng  fresh  horses  he  reached  Lexington  at  2  o'clock 
this  a.  m.  Our  forces  held  the  fort,  and  rebels  did  but  little  damage. 
He  left  here  at  7  a.  m.  for  Yersailles.  I  start  in  pursuit  with  a  fresh 
force  this  evening,  and  hope  to  capture  his  command. 


S.  G.  BURBRIDGE, 


Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Washington,  D.  G. 


Lexington,  Ky.,  June  13, 1864. 

(lieceived  11.53  p.  m.) 
I  attacked  Morgan  at  Cynthiana  at  daylight  yesterday  morning,  and 
after  an  hour's  hard  fighting  completely  routed  him,  kilhng  300,  wound- 
ing as  many,  and  capturing  nearly  400,  besides  recajrturing  nearly  all 
of  General  Hobson's  command  and  over  1,000  horses.  Our  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded  about  150.  Morgan's  scattered  forces  are  flying  in  all  di- 
rections; have  thrown  away  arms;  are  out  of  ammunition  and  wholly 
demoralized. 

S.  G.  BURBRIDGE, 

Brigadier-  General, 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Lexington,  Ky.,  June  13,  1864 — 9.10  p.  m. 

Morgan  entered  Kentucky  with  nearly  3,000  men  through  Pound 
Gap  June  4.  June  7  I  started  in  imrsuit  from  moitth  of  Beaver,  on 
Big  Sandy;  attacked  him  at  Mount  Sterling  at  daylight  June  9.  Rebel 
loss  nearly  600  prisoners;  ours  about  25  killed  and  100  wounded.  I 
drove  him  via  Lexington  to  Cynthiana,  where  I  attacked  at  daylight 
yesterday  a.  m.,  gaining  comiJlete  victory.  Rebel  loss,  300  killed  and 
400  prisoners,  besides  wounded.  I  captured  over  1,000  horses,  and  re- 
captured most  of  General  Hobson's  command,  taken  by  Morgan  the  day 
before.  Our  loss  about  1.50  killed  and  wounded.  The  rebel  force  is 
scattered,  and  small  squads  without  arms  or  ammunition  and  wholly 
demoralized  are  being  pursued  and  picked  iip  in  every  direction. 

S.  G.  BURBRIDGE, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Major-Geueral  Sherman. 


Lexington,  Ky.,  June  20, 1864. 
On  the  11th  instant  Hobson  attacked  Morgan's  command  at  Keller's 
Bridge,  and  after  six  hours'  of  fighting  was  compelled  to  surrender  with 
about  300  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Regiment  Ohio  National 
Guard.  Thi-ee  hours  after  the  surrender,  at  Morgan's  suggestion.  Gen- 
eral Hobson  and  staff,  with  the  field  officers  of  the  One  hundred  and 
eeventy-flrst  Ohio,  accompanied  by  three  rebel  officers  and  two  soldiers, 
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under  a  flag  of  truce,  went  to  Falmoutli  to  enable  General  H[obson]  to 
communicate  with  the  military  authorities.  I  ordered  General  Hobson 
to  retain  the  rebels  and  come  here,  and  the  whole  party,  except  the  field 
officers  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventy-first,  is  now  here.  General 
Hobson  did  not  give  his  parole,  but  at  the  solicitation  of  the  officers  of 
the  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  entered  into  a  written  agreement 
with  Morgan  to  report  back  to  him  if  not  exchanged.  On  the  morning 
of  the  12th  instant  Morgan's  forces  were  routed  and  all  the  prisoners  in 
his  hands  recaptured.  He  took  none  with  him  in  Jiis  flight.  I  desire 
instructions  as  to  what  disposition  to  make  of  the  five  rebels,  and  as  to 
what  course  I  shall  pursue  in  regard  to  General  Hobson  and  staff. 

S.  G.  BUEBEIDGE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Headquarters  District  op  Kentucky, 

Lexington,  June  23, 1864. 

General  :  I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  a  copy  of  the  official  report*  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  H.  Hobson,  de- 
tailing the  part  taken  by  him  and  his  command  in  the  late  Morgan  raid, 
up  to  and  including  the  surrender  of  himself  and  forces  at  Falmouth. 

The  surrender  was  unquestionably  necessary,  and  it  is  a  matter  of 
congratulation  that  General  Hobson  with  raw,  undisciplined  levies 
fought  so  gallantly  and  delayed  the  enemy  so  long.  Without  doubt  the 
gaUant  resistance  of  General  Hobson  materially  assisted  me  in  my 
operations  and  enabled  me  to  come  up  with  and  rout  the  marauders  at 
Cynthiana.  Had  Hobson  not  made  this  fight  Covington  would  have 
been  at  the  mercy  of  Morgan,  and  the  entire  line  of  railroad  between 
Falmouth  and  Covington.  But  because  of  the  rather  irregular  manner 
in  which  General  Hobson  was  retaken  from  the  enemy  and  a  promise 
made  by  him  to  try  to  effect  an  exchange  of  some  rebel  officers  for  him- 
self and  those  captured  with  him  and  to  report  to  Morgan  if  he  did  not 
make  the  arrangement,  1  did  not  place  his  escort  in  close  confinement, 
but  have  sent  them  to  Indianapolis  to  await  a  decision  in  their  case. 
I  inclose  a  cojiy  of  the  paper  t  given  by  General  Hobson  to  John  Mor- 
gan, with  the  explanation.  General  Hobson  peremptorily  refused  to  be 
paroled  or  to  permit  the  j)aroMng  of  his  officers.  The  men  were  paroled 
with  his  protest  before  Morgan  that  the  parole  was  imperative  and 
would  not  be  regarded,  and  when  the  suggestion  of  Morgan  was  made 
to  parole  Hobson  and  his  officers  it  was  absolutely  rejected.  Hobson 
detained  Morgan  as  long  as  possible  in  jiarleying  about  the  matter  iu 
order  to  delay  the  rebels  as  much  as  possible  and  give  me  an  oppor- 
tunity to  come  up.  This  was  at  last  cojijectured  by  some  of  the  rebel 
officers;  conference  on  the  subject  ceased.  At  last  General  Hobson 
gave  the  paper  herewith  inclosed,  but  with  the  fall  understanding  that 
It  was  not  a  parole.  No  intention  was  to  violate  the  cartel  in  the  slight- 
est, but  to  do  the  very  best  possible  thing  for  the  Government,  and 
while  yet  under  rebel  escort  my  scouting  parties  recaptured  the  entire 
party,  and  I  submit  that  if  there  Avas  any  obligatory  effect  in  the  paper 
at  ail  it  was  annulled  by  the  recapture.    I  had  intended  placing  Hob- 

"  See  p.  32.  t  See  p.  36. 


22  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALA.,  AND  N.  6A.  [Chap.  LI. 

son  and  the  other  officers  on  duty  and  await  the  action  of  the  proper 
authorities  in  the  case  of  rebel  escort,  because  they  claimed  (without 
grounds,  I  thought)  the  benefit  of  a  flag  of  truce.  Since  this,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  have  placed  General  Ltobson  in  arrest, 
and  now  I  respectfully  request  that  he  be  relieved  from  arrest  and  be 
permitted  to  go  on  duty,  and  I  hope  I  wiU  be  pardoned  the  remark  that 
Ithinkthis  due  to  General  Hobson  as  a  useful,  gallant  officer.  If  he  did 
a  wrong,  he  did  it  unintentionally,  and  with  no  desire  to  shield  himself. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  BUEBRIDGB, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army. 


Hdqks.  Dist.  of  Kentucky  and  5th  Div.,  23d  Army  Coeps, 

Lexington,  August  1, 1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments and  engagements  of  the  troops  in  my  command  during  the  late 
Morgan  raid : 

About  the  middle  of  May  I  received  an  intimation  from  General  Hal- 
leck,  and  also  one  from  General  Schofleld,  that  it  would  be  advisable  for 
me  to  watch  well  General  Schofleld's  left  flank,  and  if  possible  to  make 
a  diversion  in  his  favor  by  attacking  the  enemy  in  Virginia.  Having 
had  General  Hobson,  commanding  Eastern  Division,  to  concentrate  all 
the  force  he  had  in  Central  Kentucky  at  Mount  Sterling,  I  ordered  him 
to  move  on  Monday,  May  23,  for  the  mouth  of  Beaver,  and  making  that 
point  as  soon  as  practicable,  there  await  my  arrival  with  the  remainder 
of  his  forces.  Tuesday  afternoon,  May  24, 1  left  Cincinnati  for  Catletts- 
burg,  arriving  there  Wednesday  evening.  Thursday,  very  early  in  the 
morning,  I  went  to  Louisa,  and  there  remained  all  day  looking  into  the 
condition  of  the  troops  and  making  such  additional  preparations  for  the 
expedition  as  suggested  themselves.  Friday  morning,  May  27, 1  left 
Louisa,  taking  with  me  the  Thirty-ninth  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry 
and  the  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  together  with  two  12-pounder  mount- 
ain howitzers,  all  under  command  of  Col.  T>.  A.  Mims,  Thirty-ninth  Ken- 
tucky. About  4  o'clock  Saturday  afternoon.  May  28,  Ave  arrived  at  the 
mouth  of  Beaver,  where  I  found  General  Hobson  encamped,  his  arrival 
having  preceded  mine  some  hours.  I  determined  to  rest  the  whole  com- 
mand here  one  day  in  order  to  supply  them  with  rations  and  forage. 
Greatly  to  my  surprise,  disappointment,  and  intense  chagrin,  instead  of 
finding  the  ten  days'  supply  of  food  and  forage  which  I  had  ordered  to  be 
accumulated  at  that  point,  there  was  scarcely  a  sufficiency  for  two  days. 
Monday,  May  30, 1  promptly  ordered  back  to  Louisa  every  available 
horse  under  command  of  Colonel  Mims,  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Kentucky, 
with  orders  to  use  the  most  strenuous  endeavors  to  get  the  requisite 
supplies  forward  as  soon  as  possible.  That  energetic  and  capable  offi- 
cer succeeded  in  getting  back  Saturday  night,  June  4,  with  abundant 
supplies  for  the  whole  command.  In  the  mean  time  I  had  sent  Col. 
John  Mason  Brown,  of  the  Forty-fifth  Kentucky,  with  his  regiment, 
to  Pound  Gap  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  with  instruc- 
tions to  keep  me  advised  as  nearly  as  possible  by  courier.  On  Satur- 
day Colonel  Brown  reported  with  his  regiment,  stating  the  enemy  was 
In  such  force  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  mountains  as  made  it  prudent 
for  him  to  withdraw  after  skirmishing  with  them  until  tliey  commenced 
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flanking  liim  by  way  of  the  Stony  Gap  road.    He  had,  however, 
left  a  small  scouting  party  to  watch  the  further  operations  of  the  enemy. 
Sunday  morning,  June  5,  I  started  with  the  command  for  Pound 
Gap,  but  before  we  had  gone  many  miles   a  courier  from   Colonel 
Brown's  scouts  reported  Morgan  as  coming  through  the  gap.    I  imme- 
diately called  together  for  consultation  General  Hobson  and  his  bri- 
gade commanders,  and  it  was  determined  that  General  Hobson  should 
return  as  speedily  as  possible  to  prepare  for  leceiving  Morgan  (whose 
force  was  then  reported  at  5,000),  if  he  should  succeed  in  eluding  me, 
or  so  dispose  his  forces  that  1  could  not  attacli  him  without  so  scatter- 
ing them  as  to  render  a  victory  of  but  little  avail.    I  sent  Col.  John 
Mason  Brown,  with  his  regiment  and  a  detachment  of  the  Thirty-ninth 
Kentucky,  with  instructions  to  watch  the  enemy,  and,  if  possible,  im- 
pede his  progress  untU  I  could  attack  him  to  advantage  in  the  rear,  but 
with  discretionary  power  as  to  when  and  where,  if  at  all,  he  should 
discover  himself  to  the  enemy,  thereby  letting  him  know  his  move- 
ments were  observed.    With  the  rest  of  the  command  I  moved  on 
toward  Pound  Gap,  intending  by  that  movement  to  throw  General  Mor- 
gan oft'  his  guard  if  he  was  watching  me,  and  also  to  give  him  such 
time  as  would  enable  me  to  overtake  him  in  a  country  where  he  could 
not  follow  his  favorite  course  of  tactics  of  breaking  up  his  command 
into  small  squads,  all  well  acquainted  with  the  secret  paths  and  fast- 
nesses of  the  country,  and  making    it  impossible  to  do  him  effectual 
harm.    We  arrived  that  night  (June  5)  about  twenty  miles  from  Pound 
Gap,  and  there  learned  from  one  of  my  scouts  that  Morgan  had  en- 
camped June  3  on  the  Eockhouse  fork  of  Kentucky  Eiver.    Monday 
morning,  June  6,  I  sent  Colonel  Grider,  Fifty-second  Kentucky,  with 
a  part  of  his  regiment  and  a  detachment  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Ken- 
tucky, toward  Pound  Gap,  with  instructions  to  so  obstruct  the  gaps  and 
roads  that  if  Morgan  should  attempt  to  return  before  I  reached  him,  he 
(Colonel  Grider)  could  easily  hold  his  ]>osition  until  1  could  come  up. 
With  the  remainder  of  the  command  I  marched  back  to  mouth  of  Beaver, 
where  I  caused  to  be  selected  all  the  men  and  horses  fit  for  a  rapid  forced 
march.    Leaving  all  others,  together  with  all  of  my  artillery,  except 
the  two  12-pounder  howitzers,  under  command  of  Col.  C.  J.  True,  Fortieth 
Kentucky,  to  be  conducted  to  Louisa  as   soon  as  possible,  with  my 
picked  command  I  retraced  my  steps  that  night  as  far  as  Prestonburg, 
and  Tuesday,  June  8,  took  the  direct  line  of  pursuit.    Wlien  I  arrived 
at  Salyersville  I  received  a  courier  from  Col.  John  M.  Brown  informing 
me  he  was  ou  the  trail  of  Morgan's  main  force.    I  ordered  Colonel  BroA^ii 
to  continue  scouting  in  advance,  and  pushed  the  command  forward  as 
rapidly  and  continuously  as  human  endurance  and  due  regard  for  the 
horses  would  admit,  traveling  without  intermission,  except  for  abso- 
lutely necessary  halts,  night  and  day.    Wlien  we  were  some  ten  miles 
from  Mount  Sterling  Col.  John  M.  Brown  reported  to  me  in  person  that 
he  had  followed  Morgan  until  he  found  he  had  taken  Mount  Sterling 
and  its  small    garrison  that  morning  Avith  his  cavalry,  and  his  infantry 
had  arrived  in  the  evening,  and  all  had  gone  into  camp  without  a  sus- 
picion we  were  near.    To  this  able  oflflcer  great  praise  is  due  for  the 
judgment  and  indefatigable  energy  displayed  by  him  in  the  arduous 
march  from  Pound  Gap,  in  which  he  had  skirmished  nearly  every  mile 
of  the  way,  and  with  a  discretion  which  would  have  done  honor  to 
an  older  head;  had  so  cautiously  conducted  the  march  of  the  ad- 
vance that,  even  thongh  he  had  picked  up  several  stragglers  from 
their  ranks,  the  enemy  had  no  suspicion  of  our  proximity.    Thursday 
morning  at  4  o'clock  [1  ordered]  the  attack  to  be  made,  and  made  the 
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fellowing  disposition  of  my  forces :  Col.  John  Mason  Brown,  with  the 
Forty-fifth  Kentucky  and  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  took  the  advance, 
and  was  to  charge  and  attack  one  camp;  Colonel  Ratliff,  of  the  Twelfth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  with  Thirty-seventh  and  Thirty-ninth  Ken- 
tucky Mounted  Infantry,  and  one  battahon  Twelfth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry, was  to  take  the  center  and  attack  the  other  camp,  and  Colonel 
Hanson,  of  Thirty- seventh  Kentucky,  Avith  the  Fortieth  Kentucky,  two 
battalions  Twelfth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  and  the  two  12-pounder 
howitzers  was  to  constitute  the  reserve.    Owing  to  some  misapprehen- 
sion of  orders  one  of  the  howitzers  was  run  up  to  the  front,  completely 
blocking  up  the  road,  cutting  off  a  portion  of  the  Eleventh  Michigan 
from  Colonel  Brown's  brigade,  and  preventing  them  and  the  entire  cen- 
ter brigade  from  reaching  their  assigned  positions  in  time  to  join  effect- 
ively in  the  charge.    At  this  point  and  time,  the  horses  being  all  killed 
by  their  sharpshooters,  the  howitzer  was  taken  by  the  enemy.    I  called 
for  volunteers  to  retake  the  gun,  and  Captain  Hicks,  Twelfth  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Cavalry,  sprang  forward  with  his  company,  and,  gallantly  charg- 
ing, recaptured  the  piece.    The  attack  was  a  thorough  surprise,  and  but 
lor  the  unfortunate  contretemps  alluded  to  the  rout  would  have  been 
complete.    As  it  was,  after  a  spirited  contest  of  over  two  hours,  the 
enemy  gave  way  in  every  direction.    In  a  short  time,  liowever,  the  en- 
emy discovering,  I  suppose,  the  smallness  of  my  force  (I  had  only  1,600 
men),  attacked  me  with  great  vigor,  and  maintained  a  resolute  assault 
for  about  two  hours  and  a  half,  being  finally  repulsed,  with  considera- 
ble loss.    From  prisoners  taken  during  the  engagement  I  learned  that 
General  Morgan  had  gone,  previous  to  my  attack,  with  a  considerable 
part  of  his  cavalry  command  toward  Lexington,  and  I  was  apprehen- 
sive he  would  collect  and  re-enforce  his  defeated  troops  and  attack  me 
again  before  my  command  had  gotten  any  rest.    I  therefore  determined 
to  remain  at  Mount  Sterling  until  Friday  morning,  giving  the  men  the 
rest  rendered  necessary  by  the  arduous  march  and  subsequent  fighting. 
Early  Friday  morning  I  marched  for  Lexington,  taking  with  me  all  the 
prisoners  captured  at  Mount  Sterling,  except  the  wounded,  arriving 
at  Lexington,  thirty -three  miles  distant,  about  2  o'clock  the  same  after- 
noon.   When  I  started  on  the  expedition  I  had  left  my  assistant  adju- 
tant-general, Capt.  J.  Bates  Dickson,  in  charge,  who,  upon  Morgan's 
approach  to  the  city,  put  Col.  Wickliife  Cooper,  Fourth  Kentucky  Cav- 
alry, at  home  on  leave,  in  command  of  the  place  and  the  troops  in  the 
vicinity.    Under  the  direction  of  these  two  officers  all  the  Government 
liroperty,  save  a  few  horses,  was  moved  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Clay, 
and  Colonel  Cooper,  after  gallantly  skirmishing  with  Morgan's  advance, 
with  the  few  men  at  his  command,  withdrew  to  the  fort,  froan  which  he 
presented  so  spirited  and  formidable  a  front  that  Morgan  did  not  ven- 
ture to  attack  him.    All  the  damage  done  by  Morgan  at  Lexington 
(!Oiisisted  of  the  loss  of  the  horses  before  mentioned,  except  that  he 
inflicted  in  robbing  the  bank  and  citizens  of  money,  watches,  and  goods 
of  various  description.    Early  in  the  afternoon  of  Friday  Col.  Israel 
Garrard,  commanding  First  Brigade,  General  Stoneman's  cavalry  com- 
mand, reported  to  me  at  Lexington,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from 
Capt.  J.  Bates  Dickson,  assistant  adjutant  general,  and  the  rest  of  that 
day  was  consumed  in  jn'ocuring  as  many  fresh  horses  as  possible  and 
in  issuing  fresh  supplies  of  rations  and  ammunition.    The  enemy  left 
Lexington  in  the  direction  of  Georgetown,  and,  having  intelligence  of 
his  going  from  that  place  toward  Paris,  it  was  my  oiiinion  he  intended 
to  attack  and  destroy  the  extensive  and  important  railroad  bridge  at 
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PariSj  and  accordingly,  at  12  o'clock  Friday  night,  I  moved  with  the 
command  on  the  road  to  Paris,  arriving  at  that  place  about  5  o'clock 
Saturday  morning.  There  I  found  the  enemy  had  threatened  the  town 
with  a  small  force  the  day  before,  but  a  couple  of  shells  from  the  guns 
of  Fort  Robinson  had  sent  them  off  in  a  hurry.  During  tlie  day  heavy 
cannonading  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Frankfort,  and  the  enemy 
was  reported  in  force  in  the  neighborhood  of  Georgetown,  but  the  tel- 
egraph lines  being  cut  I  was  obliged  to  await  the  return  of  the  scouts 
and  couriers  I  had  sent  out  in  search  of  information.  About  night-fall 
I  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Hobson,  forwarded  by  Captain  Dick- 
sou,  dated  Saturday,  June  11,  saying  he  was  almost  surrounded,  and 
could  not  hold  his  position  much  longer.  Somewhat  later  I  received 
definite  intelligence  from  iny  scouts  that  Morgan  was  at  Oyntliiana, 
having  taken  the  place,  and  destroyed  nearly  all  the  business  portion 
of  the  town,  and  that  General  Hobson  had  surrendered  with  his  com- 
mand, after  an  obstinate  fight  of  several  hours'  duration.  For  the  par- 
ticulars of  General  Hobson's  proceedings  after  leaving  me  on  the  Big 
Sandy  River,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  his  report,  which  I  inclose  as  a 
part  of,  and  supplementary  to,  this.*  Saturday  night  about  11  o'clock 
I  moved  out  with  the  column,  which,  including  Colonel  Garrard's  bri- 
gade, was  about  2,400  strong,  in  the  direction  of  Cynthiana,  having 
previously  sent  Col.  John  Mason  Brown  on  a  reconnaissance  toward 
Cynthiana,  Millersburg,  and  Carlisle.  Sunday,  June  12,  at  2.30  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  my  advance,  under  Major  Tyler,  Fifty-second  Ken- 
tucky, came  up  with  the  enemy's  pickets  some  two  miles  and  a  half 
from  the  town  of  Cynthiana,  drove  them  back  upon  their  skirmish 
line,  and  held  them  there  until  the  column  closed  up.  I  at  once 
formed  my  lipe  of  battle  across  the  turnpike  leading  to  Millersburg 
(the  road  upon  which  we  were  advancing),  and  on  either  side  of  it; 
three  dismounted  regiments  forming  the  center,  with  a  cavalry  regi- 
ment on  each  flank,  and  the  cavalry  brigade  of  Colonel  Garrard  con- 
stituting the  reserve,  Col.  John  M-  Brown's  brigade,  owing  to  the  ex- 
haustive march  made  reconnoitering  the  enemy's  position,  having 
not  yet  caught  up.  At  the  word  "  forward"  the  line  advanced  with  a 
steadiness  never  excelled,  driving  the  enemy  from  their  first  line.  The 
command  "charge "  Avas  given,  and  obeyed  with  a  promptness  which 
spoke  well  for  the  spirit  of  the  men,  as  well  as  for  the  training  they  had 
received.  The  enemy  were  steadily  driven,  except  upon  the  flanks, 
where,  ensconced  behind  stone  walls  and  high  rail  fences,  they  so 
impeded  the  cavalry  attack  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  send  additional 
force  to  their  assistance.  I  ordered  Colonel  Garrard  to  send  one  cav- 
alry regiment  to  the  right  and  one  to  the  left  to  attack  the  extreme 
flanks  of  the  enemy,  still  leaving  one  cavalry  regiment  in  reserve. 
Finding  the  enemy  was  repulsing  the  advance  upon  the  left,  owing  to 
their  defenses  improvised  from  stone  walls,  &c.,  the  remaining  reserve 
(Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry)  was  ordered  to  the  left  to  assist  in 
the  charge,  Avliichwas  most  brilliantly  made  by  the  entire  cavalry  force, 
aided  by  the  dismounted  men,  and  which  succeeded  in  making  a  most 
complete  rout  of  the  enemy  in  the  quarter  from  Avhicli  came  the  most 
desperate  resistance.  Mean  time  the  center  and  right  had  caiTied  the 
town  from  their  respective  positions,  the  enemy  having  fled  in  the 
wildest  confusion,  many  being  drowned  in  their  attempt  to  cross  the 
river,  the  only  other  avenue  to  escape  having  been  blocked  by  my 
troops  on  the  right.     Having  learned  from  citizens  and  prisoners  that 
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General  Morgan,  when  he  learned  the  tide  of  battle  had  turned  against 
him,  had  ignoniiniously  fled  with  his  choicest  troops  in  the  direction  of 
Claysville,  I  ordered  Colonel  Garrard,  with  his  brigade,  as  being  the 
freshest  troops,  to  pursue  and  give  the  enemy  no  rest,  which  order  he 
obeyed,  pressing  Morgan  so  closely  he  had  to  release  all  the  prisoners 
he  had  taken  from  General  Hobsou,  after  gi\'ing  them  an  informal 
parole,  and  again,  at  Plemingsburg,  compelling  him  to  abandon  tbe 
greater  part  of  his  transportation,  together  with  his  sick  and  wounded. 
Colonel  Garrard  continued  to  pursue  until  the  enemy  entered  tbe 
mountains,  when  he  turned  back,  farther  pursuit  being  useless.  After 
several  hours'  rest  at  Cynthiana  I  ordered  Colonel  Hanson  to  move 
with  his  brigade  through  Carlisle  and  Mount  Sterling,  and  then  so  dis- 
pose his  forces  as  to  scatter  and  capture  as  many  of  the  retreating 
enemy  as  possible.  About  night-fall  that  evening  (Sunday,  June  12)  I 
ordered  the  remainder  to  move  to  Lexington  by  way  of  Georgetown,  it 
being  evident  the  enemy  was  completely  demoralized,  and  would  make 
no  farther  decisive  stand.  I  placed  the  prisoners  for  safe  conduct  under 
charge  of  Col.  John  Mason  Brown,  who  had  in  the  course  of  the  morning 
rejoined  me  at  Cynthiana.  I  reached  my  headquarters  at  Lexington 
June  13,  having  been  absent  just  three  weeks;  in  which  time  I  had 
chased,, overtaken,  and  whipped  the  redoubtable  Morgan  in  two  battles, 
one  upon  ground  of  his  own  choosing. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  an  even  approximately  accurate  state- 
ment of  the  loss  of  the  enemy,  as  the  dead  and  mortally  wounded  at 
Mount  Sterling  and  the  killed,  drowned,  and  wounded  at  Cynthiana 
continued  to  be  gathered  up  for  two  or  three  weeks  after  those  fights, 
and  stragglers  and  concealed  men  of  Morgan's  command  are  being 
continually  discovered  and  forwarded  even  to  this  day. 

Of  the  loss  of  my  immediate  command  I  append  the  total  of  the  bri- 
gade reports  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  For  all  further  particu- 
lars of  the  action  of  the  various  brigades  allow  me  to  respectfully  refer 
you  to  the  reports  of  the  brigade  commanders,  which  are  herewith  for- 
warded. You  will  also  find  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  Capt.  Julius 
Fosses,  inspector  of  cavalry  on  my  staff,  Avho,  stationed  at  Louisville, 
was  very  energetic  in  fitting  out  troops  for  defensive  operations,  and 
scouting  parties  to  observe  and  harass  the  enemy. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  acknowledging  with  sincere  thanks  my 
obligations  to  Generals  Carrington  and  Heintzelman  for  tlie  promiJt  as- 
sistance rendered  to  my  defenseless  district  in  its  hour  of  need.  And 
I  should  be  ungrateful  did  1  neglect  to  mention  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  officers  and  men  in  all  my  designs,  and  their  unmurmuring,  even 
cheerful,  endurance  of  privation,  fatigue,  and  toil  in  one  of  the  most 
arduous  marches  of  the  war.  To  my  staff  officers  are  especially  due 
ardent  praise  and  heartfelt  thanks  for  their  unwavering  fldehty  to  im- 
portant trusts,  and  unhesitating  and  self-denying  discharge  of  difficult 
and  oftentimes  dangerous  duties  during  the  march  and  upon  the  field 
of  battle. 

With  this  brief  and  imperfect  report  of  the  operations  of  the  First 
Division  of  ray  command, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  BURBRIDGE, 
Brevet  Major-General^  Commanding  District  of  Kentuclcy. 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  M.  Bascom, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  the  Ohio. 
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Brigade. 

Killea. 

Woundecl. 

Missing.a 

Colonel  Hanson's  briKJvd©  . . 

24 
7 

20 
2 

107 
25 
11 
13 

191 

10 

4 

Total 

53 

156 

205 

o  Many  of  the  missing  have  since  returned  to  their  regiments. 
ADDENDA. 

General  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  District  of  Kentucky  and 
>  Fifth  Division,  23d  Army  Corps, 

No.  46.  )  Lexington,  June  14, 1864. 

The  following  dispatches  are  published  for  the  information  of  the 
officers  and  men  engaged  in  the  recent  campaign : 

Washington,  June  14,  1864. 


General  Burbkidge: 

Have  just  received  your  dispatch  of  action  at  CyntMana. 
gratulations  and  thanks  for  yourself  and  command. 


Please  accept  my  con- 

A.  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  .hint  14,  1864. 
General  Burbridge: 

Please  accept  for  your  gallant  command  the  thanks  of  this  Department  for  the 
brave  and  successful  operations  of  the  last  six  days  in  Kentucky,  achievements  of 
valor,  energy,  and  success  that  will  be  regarded  with  admiration  by  all  loyal  people 
of  the  United  States. 

E.  M.  STANTON. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Burbridge : 

J.  BATES  DICKSON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Field,  June  14, 1864. 

Brigadier-General  Burbridge,  Lexington  : 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  announcing  your  rapid  pursuit  and  com- 
plete victory  over  Morgan  is  received.  Most  heartily  I  congratulate 
you  and  your  command,  and  thank  you  for  your  efficient  service. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- Getieral. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Gapt.  J.  Bates  Dickson,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  8. 

Army. 

Headquarters  District  of  Kentucky, 

June  14, 1864. 

Dear  Sir:  The  general  commauding  directs  me  to  communicate  to 
you  an  account  of  the  operations  of  his  command  during  the  past  few 
weeks.  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  Major-General  Schofleld 
an  expedition  against  the  rebel  force  in  Western  Virginia,  threatening 
the  State,  was  planned  during  last  month. 
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On  the  20th  ultimo  General  Hobson  left  here  with  his  command  to  pro- 
ceed, via  Mount  Sterling,  to  the  placeof  rendezvous,  the  mouth  of  Beaver, 
on  the  Big  Sandy.  The  general  commanding  started  from  here  on  the  22d 
ultimo,  via  Cincinnati,  Catlettsburg,  and  Louisa,  for  the  same  point.  Some 
delay  was  experienced  at  the  mouth  of  Beaver  in  obtaining  a  sufQciency  of 
supplies.  On  the  5th  instant  the  expedition  moved  to  attack  the  rebels, 
but  after  one  day's  march  information  that  Morgan  had  entered  the  State 
through  Pound  Gap  with  nearly  3,000  men  was  received,  and  the  com- 
mand returned  at  once  to  the  mouth  of  Beaver,  whence  on  the  day  follow- 
ing the  commanding  general  started  in  pursuit  of  Morgan,  sending  Gen- 
eral Hobson,  via  river  and  railroad,  to  this  place  to  command  the  forces 
left  in  this  vicinity.  General  Hobson  reached  Cincinnati  on  the  day  the 
railroad  communication,  via  the  Kentucky  Central  Eailroad,  was  cut  off, 
and  as  information  [was  received]  that  Mount  Sterling  was  in  possession 
of  the  rebels  and  Lexington  threatened,  he  at  once  proceeded  to  organize 
a  force  to  enable  him  to  iiush  through  here.  One  regiment,  the  One 
hundred  and  sixty-eighth  Ohio,  100-days'  men,  was  pushed  forward  from 
Covington  at  once,  and  distributed  to  guard  the  railroad  as  far  as  Cyn- 
thiana.  General  Hobson  followed  with  600  men  of  the  One  hundred  and 
seventy-first  Ohio,  and  attacked  Morgan  at  Keller's  Bridge,  near  Cyn- 
thiana,  on  the  11th  instant;  was  outnumbered,  surrounded,  and  com- 
pelled to  surrender  after  six  hours'  fighting.  General  Burbridge,  by 
forced  marches  day  and  night,  fell  upon  Morgan  at  Mount  Sterling,  at 
daylight  9th  instant,  and  defeated  him  after  a  very  severely  contested 
engagement  lasting  four  hours,  in  which  the  rebel  loss  far  exceeded 
ours.  Over  200  of  their  dead  were  buried  by  our  men ;  we  had  but 
about  25  killed.  Nearly  200  prisoners  captured  at  Mount  Sterling 
are  now  here.  Morgan  moved  rapidly  to  this  point  and  entered  the 
city  at  2  a.  m.  10th  instant,  after  a  slight  resistance  from  the  two 
companies  of  cavalry,  all  we  had  here  to  meet  him.  But  little  dam- 
age was  done  here,  the  rebels  leaving  for  Georgetown  at  7  a.  m.  On  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day  General  Burbridge  arrived,  and,  obtaining 
fresh  horses  here  and  at  Camp  Nelson  for  his  command,  moved  at  mid- 
night for  Paris  and  on  Saturday  night  for  Cynthiana,  where  at  daylight 
Snnday  morning  he  attacked  Morgan,  whose  command,  increased  to 
nearly  2,800  men  by  accessions  from  the  militia  of  Owen  and  contig- 
uous counties,  Avas  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  and  confident  of  victory. 
The  battle  lasted  about  two  hours,  our  cavalry  regiments  making  sev- 
eral brilliant  saber  charges.  The  rebels  broke  in  all  directions,  panic- 
stricken.  We  took  500  prisoners,  killed  300,  besides  wounding  a  great 
number.  Colonels  Hanson  and  Garrard  are  in  hot  pursmt  of  a  portion 
of  Morgan's  command,  with  which  are  the  prisoners  they  captured  from 
Hobson.  It  is  reported  here  that  Morgan  was  defeated  and  our  pris- 
oners released,  eight  miles  east  of  Cynthiana.  This  report  not  yet  con- 
firmed. 

The  commanding  general  desires  me  to  say  that  he  considers  the  raid 
over.  Morgan's  commiind  is  wholly  broken  up.  His  men  have  thrown 
away  their  arms,  are  out  of  ammunition,  and  are  being  captured  in 
small  squads  by  our  cavalry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BATES  DICKSON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Governor  Thomas  E.  Bkamlette, 

Frankfort,  Ky. 
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No.  3. 
Report  of  Capt.  Julius  Fosses,  Assistant  Inspector- General  of  Cavalry. 

Office  Assistant  Inspectoe-General  of  Cavalry, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  June  30,  1864. 
General:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 
On  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant  a  telegram  was  received  by  Lieut. 
Col.  Tliomas  B.  Pairleigh,  commanding  at  this  post,  that  the  guerrillas 
had  attacked  the  train  on  the  Lexington  and  Frankfort  Eailroad,  and 
that  Morgan  was  marching  his  command  against  Lexington.  The  two 
reports  led  us  to  believe  that  this  post  would  be  attacked,  for  surely 
nothing  could  be  more  acceptable  to  the  marauders  than  ourwell-stocked 
commissary  and  the  stores  of  our  citizens.  The  post  was  almost  en- 
tirely destitute  of  the  means  of  defense.  Colonel  Fairleigh  having,  in 
accordance  with  orders  from  his  superiors,  sent  all  the  soldiers  to  the 
front.  I  first  called  on  the  Louisville  Dragoons  to  volunteer  as  scouts, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant  dispatched  twenty-five  of  them 
on  the  Shelbyville  pike.  They  returned  at  night,  reporting  no  enemy 
this  side  of  Middletown.  The  same  day  Maj.  J.  S.  Edwards,  Second 
Indiana  Cavalry,  arrived  from  Indianapolis  with  a  detachment  of  vet- 
erans. At  the  suggestion  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fairleigh  I  had  these 
men  mounted  and  equipped,  also  detachments  of  Ninth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  under  Colonel  Jordan,  and  First  Wisconsin,  under  Captain 
Jones,  who  arrived  about  this  time.  The  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
under  Colonel  Jordan,  were  ordered  to  proceed  toward  Frankfort  by  the 
way  of  Shelbyville,  with  instructions  to  report  by  courier  in  case  they 
found  the  enemy.  The  rest  of  the  forces  continued  to  scout  the  country 
in  every  direction  until  the  evening  of  the  16th  instant,  when  we 
received  word  from  Shelbyville  that  Jessee  had  passed  through  that 
place  about  4  p.  m.,  and  was  proceeding  toward  Bardstown. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant  I  sent  Major  Smith,  Ninth  Michi- 
gan Cavalry,  in  command  of  150  men,  toward  Bardstown,  and  at  the 
same  time  sent  about  50  men  on  the  Taylorsville  pike  with  orders  to 
scout  the  country  thoroughly  and  report  as  soon  as  practicable.  At 
the  same  time  Colonel  Fairleigh  sent  a  detachment  of  infantry  under 
Lieutenant  Driskill  to  Bardstown  by  railroad.  The  detachment  sent  on 
the  Taylorsville  pike  returned  in  the  evening,  and  reported  that  Jessee's 
entire  command  had  crossed  at  Taylorsville  en  route  for  Bardstown. 
Knowing  that  Lieutenant  Driskill  was  already  at  that  place  and  that 
Major  Smith  was  near  there,  I  expected  tlie  entire  gang  would  be  cap- 
tured, and  was  surprised  at  receiving  the  following  telegram  from 
Major  Smith : 

Bardstown,  June  IS,  1S64 — 6'  j».  m. 
I  arrived  here  at  3  p.  m.,  having  traveled  sixty-five  miles  since  6  o'clock.  Lieu- 
tenant Drisltill  surrendered  his  men  -withont  firing  a  giin.  The  rebels  had  few  arms 
and  no  ammunition,  and  could  not  fight.  If  he  had  held  out,  wo  would  have  cap- 
tured and  broken  up  the  band.  They  left  here  at  8  a.  lu.,  and  wore  at  Boston  at  3 
p.  m.  They  number  150.  A  major  with  150  men  of  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
was  at  Chaplin  at  noon,  going  to  Lawrencoburg.     Send  orders. 

DE  WITT  C.  SMITH, 

Major  Ninth  Michigan. 

1  answered  by  duectiou  of  Colonel  Fairleigh : 

Scour  the  country ;  act  according  to  your  judgment  and  information,  and  report. 

On  the  20th  I  received  the  following: 
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Bardstown,  June  19,  1864. 
The  operator  at  Elizabethtown  reports  the  rebels,  who  passed  through  here  -with 
re-enforcements,  stopping  at  Stephensburg,  ten  miles  -west  of  Elizabethto-wn,  re- 
ceiving re-enforcements.    I  just  heard  of  several* parties  passing  few  miles  from 
town  yesterday  p.  m.  T.H.SMITH, 

Operator. 

I  again  sent  to  Major  Smith  as  follows : 

Push  on.    Report  the  facts  to  General  Ewing,  Munfordvillc,  and  to  me. 

After  tliis  I  received  the  following  from  Major  Smith: 

Bardstown,  June  20,  1864. 
The  rebel  band  are  passing  back  in  small  squads  on  by-roads  in  Spencer  County. 
Shall  I  move  that  way?    Some  fifty  or  sixty  have  already  passed.    I  have  scouted 
back  to  Bloomfield  and  in  all  directions  from  here.    They  passed  farther  north. 

D.  W.  C.  SMITH, 

Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry. 

I  immediately  answered : 

For  God's  sake  go  ahead !  Take  them  where  you  find  them. 

On  Tuesday  morning  a  citizen  of  Bardstown  called  at  my  office,  with 
the  request  from  Major  Smith  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  remain  in 
Nelson  and  Marion  Counties  for  a  short  time,  in  search  of  roving  bands 
of  guerrillas  who  continually  infest  those  counties ;  also  asking  that  re- 
enforcements  be  sent  him.  I  again  telegraphed  Major  Smith  as  fol- 
lows :  "  Act  according  to  your  judgment.  You  will  be  re-enforced,"  and 
now  felt  sure  something  would  be  accomplished.  Judge  of  my  surprise 
then  at  receiving  the  following : 

'  Bardstown,  June  21,  1864. 

Have  just  received  dispatch  that  my  brigade  leaves  Nicholasville  for  the  south  in 
a  few  days.  I  start  for  there  to-night.  Will  leave  Captain  O'Reily  here  with  the 
balance  of  the  men. 

D.  W.  C.  SMITH, 
Major  Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry. 

This  I  answered  as  follows : 

Your  dispatch  is  received.  Remain  where  you  are  Jintil  re-enforcements,  which 
start  to-morrow,  reach  Bardstown. 

This  in  turn  was  answered  by  Captain  O'Eeily,  as  follows : 

Bakdstown,  Jane  21, 1864. 
Major  Smith  marched  this  afternoon  to  join  his  command.     I  have  no  officer  to 
assist  me.    Will  I  remain  here?     If  so,  send  me  rations.      We  have  not  discovered  a 
single  rebel.     What  re-enforcements  are  coming? 

M.  O'REILY, 
Captain,  Commanding. 

June  24  I  received  orders  from  Colonel  Pairleigh  to  send  all  men  of 
Kinth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  to  Munfordvillc,  whereui)on  I  at  once 
started  what  few  remained  here,  and  sent  the  following  telegram  to 
Captain  O'Eeily. 

Bardstown. 
Report  with  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  to  General  Ewing  at  Munfordvillc,  and 
send  here  the  men  of  Second  Indiana  and  First  Wiscoijsin.     Tell  them  to  look  sharp 
on  their  return  here. 

The  men  arrived  here  the  same  evening,  and  are  now  in  camp  near 
Taylor  Barracks;  since  then  the  rest  of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  re- 
turned from  Frankfort.  I  had  them  furnished  with  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  horses,  and  yesterday  they  started  for  Munfordvillc, 
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In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  too  much  credit  cannot  be 
given  to  all  the  men,  including  the  Louisville  Dragoons,  for  the  prompt- 
ness displayed  in  executing  all  orders. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  Allen,  chief  quartermaster,  was  very  efiScient,  and 
cheerfally  furnished  horses  to  mount  the  different  detachments  of  men= 
I  remain,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JULIUS  FOSSES, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp,  Asst.  Inspector- General  of  Cavalry. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  G.  Buebridge, 

Commanding  District  of  Kentucky. 


No.  4. 
Reports  of  Gapt.  George  H.  Laird,  Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

Fajlmouth,  Ky.,  June  12,  1864. 

General  Hobson  and  staff  have  just  arrived;  they  surrendered  yes- 
terday about  noon  after  having  their  force  entirely  surrounded,  making 
it  an  impossibility  for  them  to  do  otherwise.  The  rebels  were  under  Mor- 
gan in  person,  and  our  force,  about  500  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventy- 
first'Ohio  and  70  men,  could  not  possibly  escape.  Morgan  claims  to 
have  been  en  route  for  this  place,  but  Hobson  held  him  in  check  from 
5  a.  m.  imtil  noon,  which  gave  Burbridge  time  to  follow  his  rear,  which 
he  did  this  morning.  The  men  fought  well  and  were  completely 
exhausted  before  the  surrender.  The  One  hundred  and  seventy-first 
lost  about  60  killed  and  wounded.  Colonel  Asper,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Harmon,  and  Major  Fowler  are  there  with  him.  lieiiorts  say  Morgan 
is  routed  and  flying.  I  have  sent  some  cavalry  to  the  Brookville  road 
to  intercept  stragglers.  The  general  is  to  either  make  arrangements 
for  immediate  exchange,  or  return  with  them  a  ])risoner.  Three  staff 
officers  accompany  them.    Will  give  you  full  particulars  to-morrow. 

G.  H.  LAIED, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster, 

General  Heintzblman. 


Falmouth,  June  13, 1804. 
Went  out  with  scouts  yesterday  to  Brookville  road ;  captured  a  lieu- 
tenant and  7  men.    Have  sent  fifty  men  to  Claysvilleroad  this  morning 
to  either  pick  up  stragglers  or  report  to  our  force,  if  there.    General 
Hobson  and  staff  are  here.    They  held  the  enemy  for  nearly  seven  hours. 

G.  H.  LAIRD, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

Capt.  J.  Bates  Dickson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  5. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Edward  H.  Hobson,  U.  S.  Army. 

Falmouth,  June  14, 1864. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  am  heie  with  my  staff  and  Col.  J.  F. 
Asper,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harmon,  Major  Fowler,  One  hundred  and 
seventy-first  Ohio  National  Guard,  and  Lieutenant  Aruett,  Fifty-second 
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Kentucky.  General  Morgan  took  us  prisoners,  and  at  Morgan's  sug- 
gestion we  came  here  under  escort  of  three  rebel  officers  as  prisoners 
Avith  flag  of  truce.  We  all  refused  to  accei)t  anything  like  a  parole  after 
the  fight,  and  came  here  with  rebel  officers  at  Morgan's  suggestion  to 
place  ourselves  in  immediate  communication  with  the  .military  authori- 
ties of  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  exchange  for  offi- 
cers of  equal  rank  with  ourselves.  If  we  waited  we  were  to  retiuii  with 
rebel  officers  to  Morgan.  General  Slemmer,  at  Cincinnati,  says  the  offi- 
cers are  prisoners  of  war.  '  No  stated  time  is  given  for  return  to  Mor- 
gan. I  request  instructions  concerning  the  matter.  Will  send  an  officer 
to  Lexington  with  fuller  statement.  Not  obligated  to  not  take  up  arms 
or  not  give  information. 

E.  II.  HOBSON, 
Brigadier-  General. 
Capt.  J.  Bates  Dickson. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  District  of  Kentucky, 

Lexington,  Ky.,  June  20, 1864. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  11th  instant,  with 
600  men.  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Ohio  National  Guard,  I  at- 
tacked one  brigade  of  Morgan's  force  at  Keller's  Bridge,  estimated  at 
800  men;  drove  them  from  the  field,  with  some  loss  to  my  own  and 
enemy's  forces.  Eebels  re-enforced  and  again  made  their  appearance 
Avith  force  of  1,600  men,  and  were  again  driven  from  the  field.  At  this 
point  my  force  was  reduced  to  400  men,  very  much  exhausted  from  loss 
of  sleep  and  hard  fighting.  Eebels  again  rallied,  Avhen  the  engagement 
became  general.  My  command  being  insufficient  to  protect  my  rear 
and  flanks,  I  was  completely  surrounded  and  compelled  to  surrender. 
At  this  time  my  force  consisted  of  300  men  and  officers.  My  losses 
were  variously  estimated.  I  believe,  however,  that  the  killed  and 
wounded  amounted  to  not  less  than  70  men  and  officers.  General  Mor- 
gan proposed  that  the  field  officers  of  One  hundred  and  seventy-first 
Ohio  National  Guard,  with  myself  and  staff,  should  place  ourselves  in 
communication  with  the  military  authorities  of  the  IJ.  S.  Army  for  the 
purpose  of  effecting  an  exchange  for  officers  of  equal  rank.  This  I 
agreed  to,  upon  consultation  Avith  Colonel  Asper,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Harmon,  and  Major  Fowler,  of  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Ohio 
National  Guard.  We  Avere  escorted  from  Keller's  Bridge  to  Falmouth, 
Ky.,  under  flag  of  truce.  On  our  arrival  at  Falmouth  the  rebel  officers 
Avere  arrested  by  the  military  authorities  and  held  as  prisoners  of  war. 
I  telegraphed  you  my  situation,  and  stated  to  you  that  I  was  not  under 
obligations  not  to  give  information  of  tlie  enemy's  movements.  I  would 
not  obligate  myself  not  to  take  up  arms  against  the  so-called  Southern 
Confederacy,  to  accept  anything  like  a  parole.  You  Avill  see  from  the 
inclosed  paper*  my  exact  situation,  which  I  am  morally  bound  to  com- 
ply with,  and  hope  you  will  use  your  influence  Avith  the  War  Depart- 
ment for  an  exchange  of  otflcers  of  equal  rank.  In  accepting  the  terms 
mentioned  in  the  inclosed  paper,  it  was  done  on  my  part  at  the  earnest 
solicitations  of  Col.  J.  F.  Asper,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harmon,  and  Major 
Fowler,  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Ohio  National  Guard, 
100-days'  men.  I  refused  positively  to  accept  any  terms  in  violation  of 
the  cartel,  and  informed  General  Morgan  that  I  Avas  his  prisoner,  and 
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that  he  could  dispose  of  me  as  he  thought  best.  ThiiS  statement,  if 
necessary,  will  be  concurred  in  by  the  officers  serving  under  me  at  the 
time  the  inclosed  agreement  was  signed. 

I  have  endeavored  during  the  recent  troubles  in  this  State  to  perform 
my  duty  as  an  officer  and  soldier. 

The  small  force  under  my  command,  with  but  [few]  exceptions,  de- 
serves the  gTcatest  praise  for  <!oolness  and  gallantry,  and  especially 
Colonel  Asper,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harmon,  and  Major  Fowler,  of  One 
hundred  and  seventy-first  Ohio  National  Giwird;  also  Captains  Butler 
and  Lott,  Lieutenant  Osborn,  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Arnett,  Fifty-second  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry,  of  my  staff", 
are  entitled  to  the  greatest  credit  for  promptness,  coolness,  and  bravery 
during  the  light. 

As  soon  as  possible  a  full  and  complete  report  of  the  fight  at  Keller's 
Bridge  will  be  forwarded  to  your  headquarters. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  HOBSON, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Capt.  J.  Bates  Dickson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Kentucky. 


Falmouth,  Ky.,  June  14  [24],  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  oper- 
ations since  leaving  mouth  of  Beaver  Creek,  Big  Sandy  Eiver,  in  obedi- 
ence to  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Burbridge: 

On  the  5th  of  June  I  proceeded,  with  my  staff  and  escort,  via  Paints- 
ville,  to  Louisa,  taking  one  day  and  a  half  to  make  the  distance.  On 
arriving  at  Louisa  I  took  a  push-boat  and  forty  men  and  proceeded 
down  the  Big  Sandy.  About  four  miles  from  Louisa  we  met  the  small 
boat  Eover  and  turned  her  back,  unloading  the  stores  into  the  push- 
boat,  which  returned  to  Louisa.  The  Rover  arrived  at  Catlettsburg  at 
about  2  p.  m.  of  the  same  day,  as  I  would  not  permit  her  to  stop  for 
passengers  or  freight.  At  5  p.  m.  we  took  passage  on  the  Ohio  No.  3 
(except  the  escort,  which  was  left  at  Louisa)  and  an  /ed  at  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  at  12  ni.  on  the  8th  of  June.  1  did  not  stc^  in  Cincinnati,  but 
crossed  to  Covington,  expecting  to  go  by  rail  to  juexiugton  on  special 
train,  which  I  had  ordered  by  telegraph  from  Catlettsburg.  Arriving  at 
Covington  Captain  Butler,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  my  staff",  in- 
formed me  that  it  had  been  reported  to  him  that  the  road  was  cut,  and 
he  had  been  to  the  railroad  office  and  had  learned  that  such  was  the 
case.  I  then  heard  of  the  capture  of  Mount  Sterling  by  Morgan  and 
the  destruction  of  two  bridges  on  Kentucky  Central  Railroad,  and  know- 
ing there  was  but  a  small  force  to  oppose  Morgan,  and  that  nearly  all 
my  mounted  force  was  with  General  Burbridge  in  the  hills  of  Eastern 
Kentucky,  I  immediately  gathered  up  the  men  at  Covington,  intending 
to  advance  toward  Lexin^n,  and  to  my  chagrin  I  found  only  230  men 
could  be  raised,  including  the  militia  which  I  had  ordered  to  be  called  out. 
There  were  nine  miles  of  fortifications  around  Covington  to  protect, 
and  this  force  was  much  too  small  to  do  it.  I  represented  the  scarcity  of 
troops  in  Kentucky  and  the  situation  to  Governor  Morton,  of  Indiana, 
and  Major -General  Heintzelman,  commanding  Northern  Department, 
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I  directed  the  movement  of  the  smaJl  force  at  Lexington  and  Louisville  by 
telegraph,  and  also  sent  the  news  of  capture  of  Mount  Sterling  and  the 
whereabouts  of  Morgan  to  Col.  S.  B.  Brown,  at  Louisa,  to  be  forwarded 
to  Brigadier-General  Burbridge,  who  Avas  supposed  to  be  at  or  near 
Pound  Gap,  with  the  cavalry  force  of  my  division.  I  continued  my 
eflbrts  to  raise  more  men  in  the  mean  time,  and  at  length  concluded  to 
leave  the  fortifications  with  a  small  guard  and  send  all  the  men  I  tsould 
raise  to  meet  Morgan  aud  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  and 
bridges.  I  raised  130  men,  consisting  of  Fiftieth  Veteran  lleserve  Corps, 
fifty  of  Forty-seventh  Kentucky,  and  thirty  militia,  and  put  Cajjt. 
George  H.  Laird,  of  my  staif,  in  command,  and  sent  them  to  Falmouth,  . 
where  they  were  joined  by  thirty  more  militia.  This  Avas  done  on  the 
8th  of  June.  Captain  Laird  deserves  great  credit  for  his  management 
of  these  men  and  his  promptness  in  furnishing  information  by  telegraph 
of  tbe  enemy's  movements.  In  the  mean  time  Governor  Morton  sent 
one  regiment  from  Indiana  to  Louisville  to  protect  the  city,  or  to  be 
sent  to  Frankfort  for  the  protection  of  that  place.  In  the  mean  time 
Major-General  Heintzelman  was  furnishing  me  all  the  assistance  lujssible 
by  shipping  troops  from  Ohio.  I  soon  had  the  First  and  Second  Ken- 
tucky Eeghnents,  whose  terms  of  service  had  nearly  expired.  They  were 
placed  in  the  fortifications  and  barracks  as  a  garrison  for  Covington. 
On  the  arrival  of  One  hundred  and  sixty-eighth  Ohio  National  Guard 
(100-days'  men)  they  were  ordered  at  once  to  go  by  rail  to  Cynthiana, 
and  guard  the  railroad  bridges  on  the  road.  The  regiment  came  to  me 
with  no  ammunition  and  very  poor  guns.  I  am  obliged  to  report  that  a 
few  of  the  officers,  and  a  great  many  men  of  this  regiment,  refused  to 
march,  aud  Company  K  actually  stacked  their  arms.  Under  these  em- 
barrassing circumstances  I  had  but  little  hope  of  repulsing  Morgan 
before  he  had  accomplished  all  the  destruction  of  the  road.  At  4  p.  m. 
10th  of  June  Col.  J.  F.  Asper,  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Ohio 
National  Guard,  reported  to  me,  with  his  regiment,  in  Covington.  I 
at  once  ordered  a  train  of  cars  to  convey  the  troops  to  Cynthiana, 
knowing  that  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-eighth  Ohio  Avould  probably 
be  attacked  in  a  day  or  so.  Two  hundred  aud  fifty  horses  were  also 
ordered  to  be  drawn  from  Captain  Webster,  assistant  quartermaster, 
Covington,  and  loaded  on  the  train.  These  horses  were  drawn  for  the 
Thirtieth  Kentucky  Infantry,  and  were  to  have  been  taken  to  Lexington 
for  their  use.  At  11  p.  m.  10th  of  June  I  got  on  the  train  with  my  staff 
and  proceeded  with  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Ohio  National  Guard 
to  Keller's  Bridge,  about  one  mile  north  of  Cynthiana,  arriving  there  at 
4  a.  m.  June  11.  Colonel  Asper  had  got  his  men  oft'  the  cars,  and  was 
distributing  rations  and  extra  ammunition  to  them,  when  firing  was 
heard  in  direction  of  Cynthiana.  A  man  from  the  town  reported  that 
a  detachment  of  One  hundred  and  sixty-eighth  Ohio  were  needing  as- 
sistance. Colonel  Asper  immediately  sent  two  companies  to  recon- 
noiter  from  a  small  hill,  and  to  ascertain  how  far  the  enemy  were 
from  us.  Soon  after  they  had  reached  the  top  of  the  hill,  a  squad  of 
rebel  cavalry  came  toward  the  train.  I  suppose  they  had  heard  the 
noise  of  the  train,  and  had  been  sent  out  to  reconnoiter.  Our  two  com- 
panies fired  into  them  aud  they  ran  in  the  direction  they  had  come.  A 
few  seconds  after  this  we  observed  a  force  of  cavalry  moving  to  our 
right,  as  if  to  intercept  the  train,  which  had  been  ordered  back  with 
the  horses,  and  a  line  of  skirmishers  was  seen  advancing  through  a 
field  upon  our  position.  Ca])t.  J.  S.  Butler,  assistant  adjutant-general 
of  my  staff,  immediately  mounted  one  of  the  few  horses  whieb  hadbeeu 
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taken  from  the  train,  and  taking  one  company  of  One  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-first Ohio  National  Guard  and  some  convalescent  men  of  Fifty- 
second  Kentucky,  who  had  accompanied  ns,  threw  out  a  line  of  skir- 
mishers, and  attacked  the  rebels  in  the  field,  and  drove  them  until  they 
were  re-enforced  and  had  sheltered  themselves  in  the  woods.  Our  line 
was  re-enforced  and  skirmishing  kept  up  for  an  hour  more,  when  the 
town  was  seen  to  be  on  fire  and  the  firing  ceased  in  Cynthiana.  The 
shouts  of  the  rebels  led  us  to  believe  that  the  detachment  of  the  One 
hundred  and  sixty-eighth  Ohio  in  town  had  surrendered.  Immediately 
afterward  the  rebel  cavalry  were  seen  moving  to  the  right  of  us,  and  a 
heavy  force  of  dismounted  men  advanced  upon  our  front.  Om-  line  of 
skirmishers  was  slowly  pressed  back  on  the  main  force,  and  the  detach- 
ment of  Forty-seventh  Kentucky,  about  thirty  strong,  under  Captain 
Wilson,  who  was  ordered  to  hold  a  small  eminence  under  the  protection 
of  a  fence,  was  driven  from  its  grounds  after  a  few  rounds,  and  with 
very  slight  resistance.  Captain  Wilson  was  slightly  wounded  on  the 
side  of  the  neck,  and  left  the  field.  The  One  hundred  and  seventy-first 
Ohio  National  Guard  had  never  been  under  fire  as  a  regiment,  and,  Avith 
the  exception  of  two  companies,  the  regiment  was  moved  to  the  rear  and 
formed  on  a  small  hill  in  the  Avoods,  for  the  purpose  of  better  protection, 
and  to  prevent  being  flanked  by  a  force  still  moving  on  our  right.  This 
last  position  we  stubbornly  defended  for  five  hours,  until  we  were  com- 
pletely surrounded  by  a  largely  superior  force,  and  General  Morgan 
sent  in  two  flags  of  truce  and  demanded  our  surrender.  Colonel  Asper 
met  the  flags  and  reported  to  me  that  the  terms  were  that  Ave  should 
surrender  as  prisoners  of  war.  I  called  my  staff'  and  the  field  officers 
of  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Ohio  together,  and  after  learning  the 
number  of  men  left,  and  knowing  of  no  chaiuie  of  being  re-enforced,  and 
the  trooi)S  in  toAvn  having  surrendered,  and  the  train  having  been  cap- 
tured, and  knowing  of  no  good  to  be  accomplished  by  a  further  loss  of 
life,  being  completely  surrounded  by  about  15,500  rebels,  while  my  Small 
force  left  Avas  but  from  275  to  300  effective,  I  thought  it  useless  to 
attempt  to  repulse  the  enemy,  as  my  men  Avere  entirely  exhausted,  and 
a  great  many  not  even  able  to  reach  the  river  to  procure  Avater  to  queuch 
their  thirst.  When  General  Morgan  came  up  to  our  position  he  modi- 
fied the  terms,  and  allowed  officers  to  retain  their  side  arms  and  private 
property,  and  the  men  to  keep  their  haversacks,  private  property,  and 
blankets,  in  consideration  of  our  stubborn  fighting. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  conduct  of  Col.  J.  F.  Asj)er,  Lieut.  Col. 
H.  11.  Harmon,  Maj.  M.  A.  FoAvler,  Captain  Hatch,  and  all  the  officers  of 
the  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Ohio  National  Guard,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  deserve  the  highest  praise;  and  had  the  men  ever  been 
under  fire  before  they  would  have  been  equal  to  v  eterans.  General  Mor- 
gan soon  after  the  surrender  moved  all  the  prisoners,  except  myself  and 
staff"  and  field  officers  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Ohio, 
aboiit  two  miles  from  the  field,  and  it  appeared  from  the  j»reparation 
that  the  officers  kept  Avere  to  be  sent  off'  at  once  with  a  strong  guard  to 
prevent  our  escape  or  recapture.  General  Morgan  then  suggested  to 
me  that  I  should  select  such  officers  as  I  thought  proper  and  proceed  to 
the  nearest  point  of  communication  and  attempt  an  exchange  for  the 
men  captured  by  him  in  Kentucky  for  some  of  his  men  Avho  were  in 
the  hands  of  Federal  authorities.  He  proposed  that  we  should  sign 
such  an  agreement  to  return  to  him  in  case  I  could  not  eff'ect  an  exchange. 
I  refused  to  sign  such  an  agreement  for  three  reasons:  First.  1  thought 
that  if  General  Burbridge  Avas  informed  of  Morgan's  movements  he 
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would  be  pursuing  him,  and  by  negotiation  I  could  delay  Morgan's  marcli. 
Second.  I  thought  he  would  be  compelled  to  itLlbrmally  parole  and 
release  the  prisoners,  as  he  had  done  on  ijrevious  raidS;  Third.  1  was  a 
prisoner,  and,  of  course,  had  nothing  to  do  but  submit  to  any  hlode 
of  imijrisonment  my  captors  should  think  proper,  and  was  entirely  at 
their  disposal.  At  the  request  of  Colonel  Asper,  of  the  One  hundred 
and  seventy-first  Ohio  National  Guard  (100-days'  men),  I  afterward  con- 
sented to  sign  the  agreement,  in  order  that  we  should  do  what  was  in 
our  x)ower  for  the  benefit  of  the  captured  100-days'  men.  The  agree- 
ment was  then  drawn  u])  by  General  Morgan's  assistant  insx^ector- 
general,  Captain  Allen.  When  I  read  it  I  found  it  contained  an  obli- 
gation not  to  take  up  aims  or  give  information,  and  contained  the 
requirements  of  a  i)arole.  Every  oiftcer  present  emphatically  refused 
signing  the  paper,  and  told  Captain  Allen  we  would  not  accept  a 
parole,  and  preferred  going  to  Richmond.  After  a  negotiation,  in  which 
the  enemy  had  been  delayed  for  four  hours  after  the  fight,  the  annexed 
agreement  was  signed,  and  we  returned  under  flag  of  truce  to  Fal- 
moiith,  arriving  there  at  dusk  on  the  12th  of  June.  The  night  of  the 
12th  the  three  rebel  officers  and  one  private  were  placed  under  guard 
by  the  provost-marshal  of  the  town  under  the  charge  of  violating 
the  iirivilege  of  flag  of  truce  by  associating  with  rebel  sympathizers 
and  receiving  visitors  and  walking  around  the  town.  It  is  proper  to 
mention  here  that  the  Federal  officers  were  the  prisoners  of  the  rebel 
officers,  and  that  they  passed  into  our  lines  without  being  met  by  a 
flag  of  truce,  and  took  us  with  them. 

As  the  situation  of  myself  and  other  officers  is  a  peculiar  one,  I  Avould 
respectfully  ask  the  decision  of  the  proper  authority  in  regard  to  the 
latter  part  of  this  report. 

Please  find  inclosed  the  report*  of  Col.  J.  F.  Asper,  One  hundred  and 
seventy-first  Ohio  National  Guard. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  IIOBSON, 
Brigadier-General^  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Capt.  J.  Bates  Dickson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Kentucky. 

[IncloBure.] 

Near  Cynthiana,  Ky.,  June  11,  1864. 
I,  Brig.  Gen.  E.  H.  Hobson,  commanding  forces  U.  S.  Army,  and  the 
following  officers,  John  S.  Butler,  captain  and  assistant  adjutant-general ; 
George  G.  Lott,  captain  and  aide-de-camp;  Joel  F.  Asper,  colonel  One 
hundred  and  seventy-first  Ohio  National  Guard j  Heman  K.  Harmon, 
lieutenant-colonel  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Ohio  National  Guard ; 
M.  A.  Fowler,  major  One  hundred  and  seventy -first  Ohio  National  Guard ; 
Lieut.  J.  W.  Arnett,  Fifty-second  Kentucky,  and  W.  Lee  Osborn,  first 
lieutenant  and  aide-de-camp,  this  day  captured  by  Brig.  Gen.  John 
H.  Morgan,  C.  S.  Army,  do  hereby  give  our  parole  of  honor  to 
place  ourselves  in  immediate  communication  Avith  the  military  au- 
thorities of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  exchange 
•  for  officers  of  equal  rank  with  ourselves,  and  should  we  fail  to  accom- 
plish said  exchange  we  give  our  word  of  honor  that  we  will  report  direct 

*  See  p.  55, 
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to  lirig.  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan  in  the  shortest  time  practicable,  and  by 
tlie  most  direct  route,  under  charge  of  three  oHficers  and  one  privnte, 
selected  to  escort  us.. 

E.  H.  HOBSON, 
Brujadier-  General,  Commanding  TT.  S.  Forces. 
JOHN  S.  BUTLEK, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
GEOEGB  G.  LOTT, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Gamn. 
W.  LEE  OSBOEN, 
Lieutenant  and  Aids-de-Camp. 
J.  W.  AENETT, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Fifty-second  Kentucl-y. 
H.  E.  HAEMOIST, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  171st  Ohio  National  Guard. 
J.  r.  ASPEE, 
Colonel  171st  Ohio  National  Guard. 

M.  A.  POWLEE, 
Major  171st  Ohio  National  Guard. 
Witness : 

B.  H.  Allen, 

Inspector- General,  Morgan^  Cavalry. 


No.  6. 


Report  of  Col.  David  A.  Mims,  Thirty-ninth  Kentucky  Infantry,  com- 
manding brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Beig.,  Pirst  Div.,  Dist.  op  Kentucky, 

Lexington,  Ky.,  Jwne  30,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Second  Brigade  in  the  recent  battle  at  Oynthiana, 
Ky.,  fought  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  of  June,  18G4,  between  the  U. 
S.  forces  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  S.  G.  Burbridge  and  the  Con- 
federate forces  under  General  John  H.  Morgan : 

At  daylight  we  came  up  with  the  rebels,  posted  on  a  hill  about  one 
mile  and  a  half  from  the  town  of  Cynthiana.  We  found  the  enemy  in 
line  of  battle  behind  a  stone  wall  and  a  rail  fence,  which  had  been  so 
fixed  as  to  afford  good  protection  to  their  men.  When  the  Second  Bri- 
gade arrived  skirmishing  had  already  begun  on  the  right  by  the  Pirst 
Brigade.  The  Second  Brigade  was  immediately  formed  in  line  of  battle 
in  a  corn-field  as  follows :  The  Thirty-ninth  Kentucky,  dismounted,  on 
the  right,  with  the  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  mounted,  on  the  left. 
In  this  order  the  brigade  moved  up  the  hill  under  a  terrible  fire  from  the 
enemy.  The  Thirty-ninth  Kentucky  succeeded  in  reaching  the  enemy's 
position  with  the  loss  of  1  man  killed  and  3  or  4  slightly  wounded,  none 
of  them,  however,  quitting  the  ranks.  As  the  regiment  gained  the 
Avail  and  fence  the  enemy  fled  precipitately,  leaving  a  number  of  killed 
and  wounded  behind.  The  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry  repeatedly 
charged  the  rebel  lines,  driving  them  in  great  confusion,  until  the  rebels 
formed  behind  a  stone  wall.  Prom  this  position  they  poured  a  deadly 
volley  into  the  ranks  of  tlie  Eleventh  Michigan,  killing  20  horses.  X^'i* 
for  a  moment  checked  the  advance  of  the  Eleventh  Mi(!higaii,  but  it  was 
of  short  duration.     Soon  the  enemy  were  again  flying  before  them. 
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From  tl»e  time  the  Second  Brigade  entered  the  flght  nntil  the  enemy 
were  driven  through  the  town  and  coraijletely  routed  it  did  not  stop, 
but  steadily  advanced,  in  no  instance  fighting  over  tlie  same  ground  a 
second  time. 

The  oiMcers  and  men  of  botli  regiments  did  their  duty.  As  the  bri- 
gade fought  under  the  immediate  notice  and  direction  of  the  general 
commanding  it  is  needless  for  me  to  particularize. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  casualties  in  tlie  two  regiments:  Thirty- 
ninth    Kentucky   Mounted   Infantry,*  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry  ;t 
making  a  total  in  the  brigade  of  5  killed  and  18  wounded. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  A.  MIMS, 
Golonclj  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 
Gapt.  J.  Bates  Dickson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Kentucky. 


N"o.  7. 

Report  of  Col.  Charles  S.  Hanson,  Thirty -seventh  Kentucky  Infantry, 

commanding  brigade. 

Hdqks.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Dist.  op  Kentucky, 

Lexington,  July  8,  1864. 

General  :  In  obedience  to  special  order  issued  from  headquart^ers 
First  Division,  District  of  Kentucky,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Third  Brigade  in  the  late 
campaign  in  Kentucky,  in  jmrsuit  of  the  rebel  General  John  H.  Mor- 
gan's command : 

On  the  19th  of  May,  1864,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  division 
headquarters,  I  moved  with  seven  companies  (A,  B,  C,  E,  F,  G,  and  I) 
of  the  Thirty-seventh  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry  Volunteers,  num- 
bering about  270  men,  from  Irvine,  Ky.,  and  arrived  within  eight  miles 
of  Mount  Sterling,  Ky.,  where  I  halted  for  the  night.  I  here  learned 
that  Col.  John  H.  Grider,  Fifty-second  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry, 
had  returned  from  a  scout  to  Pound  Gap,  where  he  had  been  sent  with 
a  portion  of  the  command  twelve  days  prior  to  my  leaving  Irvine.  I 
sent  back  a  courier  to  Colonel  Grider,  ordering  him  to  report  to  the 
command  at  Mtmnt  Sterling  with  all  the  remaining  mounted  men  of  the 
brigade.  I  arrived  at  Mount  Sterling  on  the  20th  of  May;  Colonel 
Grider  joined  me  on  the  21st,  the  whole  command  amouuting  to  570 
men.  On  the  same  day  Lieutenant  Hyde,  of  First  Wisconsin  Heavy 
Artillery,  reported  with  one  section  of  his  battery  to  me  for  duty  with 
my  brigade.  While  here  I  drew  some  ammunition  and  other  supplies 
for  my  command,  and  on  the  23d  of  May  moved  in  the  direction  of 
Pound  Gap  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Hobson,  then  com- 
manding this  division.  Nothing  of  interest  occurred  until  we  arrived 
at  the  month  of  Beaver  Creek,  on  the  evening  of  May  27,  1864,  where 
we  were  halted  until  supplies  of  rations  and  forage  could  be  brought 
from  Louisa,  Ky.,  to  enable  us  to  continue  the  march.  General  Bur- 
bridge  joined  the  command  at  this  point,  and  I  received  orders  to 
move  the  next  morning  (May  28),  which  order  was  countermanded  upon 

*  Nomina]  list  (omitted)  shows  2  killed  and  7  wonndnd. 
t  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  3  killed  and  11  wounded. 


Chap.  LI.]  MORGAN'S  RAID  INTO  KENTUCKY.  39 

the  general  ascertaining  that  the  suiiplies  from  Louisa  had  failed  to 
arrive ;  and  I  was  ordered  with  the  balance  of  the  division  to  send  all 
my  serviceable  horses  to  Louisa  to  bring  supplies  to  that  point.  These 
supplies  arrived  on  the  3d  day  of  Jiine,  18()4,  and  on  the  5th  following 
I  moved  with  my  command  in  the  direction  of  Pound  Gap.  On  the 
same  day  Maj.  F.  H.  Uierbower,  Fortieth  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry, 
reported  to  me  for  duty  with  three  companies  of  his  regiment,  in  ac- 
cordance with  orders  received  the  day  previous.  While  at  the  mouth 
of  Beaver  Creek  the  section  of  artillery  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Hyde  was  ordered  to  return  to  Louisa,  and  one  section  of  Battery  0, 
First  Kentucky  Light  Artillery,  under  Lieutenant  McReynolds,  and 
one  section  of  mountain  howitzers,  under  Lieutenant  Walters,  report«d 
to  me  for  duty.  My  command  moved  to  within  eighteen  miles  of 
Pound  Gap  that  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  June,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Gen- 
eral Burbridge  (who  was  then  in  command  of  the  division,  General 
Hobson  having  been  ordered  back  by  the  way  of  Louisa,  Ky.,  the  day 
previous),  I  sent  Colonel  Grider,  with  eight  companies  of  the  Fifty- 
second  and  three  companies  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Kentucky  Mounted 
Infantry,  amounting  to  about  425  men,  with  instructions  to  occupy 
Pound  Gap,  and  destroy  all  property  belonging  to  the  enemy  or  Gov- 
ernment property  found  there  which  might  be  of  use  to  the  enemy  and 
was  liable  to  fall  into  their  hands,  and  then  to  move  rapidly  on  the 
track  of  Morgan,  on  his  march  into  Central  Kentucky.  At  the  same 
time  1  moved  with  the  balance  of  my  command,  with  the  rest  of  the 
division,  in  the  direction  of  Prestonburg,  Ky.,  and  arrived  there  at  9 
o'clock  that  night.  At  that  point,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  General 
Burbridge,  I  left  all  my  dismounted  men  and  those  having  disabled 
horses  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Stone,  Thirty-seventh  Kentucky  In- 
fantry, numbering  about  fifty;  1  also  left  the  ambulances  and  the  sec- 
tion of  light  artillery;  all  of  which  was  reported  in  obedience  to  orders 
to  Col.  C.  J.  True,  Fortieth  Kentucky  Infantry.  The  following  morn- 
ing, June  7,  my  command  (then  consisting  of  about  100  men  of  the 
Fifty-second  and  Thirty- seventh  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry  Regi- 
ments, under  Major  Tyler,  and  one  section  of  mountain  howitzers, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  McReynolds)  moved,  with  the  rest  of 
the  division,  tiirough  Salyersville  and  Hazel  Green,  Ky.,  and  arrived  at 
a  point  five  miles  from  Mount  Sterling  at  2  a.  m.  of  the  9tli  of  June, 
1864.  There  the  division  was  rebrigaded,  and  the  Thirty-ninth  and 
Fortieth  Kentucky  Infantry  Regiments  being  ordei-ed  to  me  for  duty, 
in  a  few  minutes  the  division  moved  forward.  Col.  J.  M.  Brown's  bri- 
gade in  the  advance.  Col.  R.  W.  Ratliif  in  the  center,  and  mine  in  the 
rear.  The  advance  of  the  colunni  moved  and  engaged  the  enemy  at 
3.30  a.  m.,  near  Mount  Sterling.  Moving  on  to  their  left,  my  brigade 
came  up  and  engaged  them  on  their  right,  and  a  sharp  fight  kept  up 
for  about  three  hours.  In  the  confusion  incident  to  moving  so  rapidly 
and  dashing  upon  the  enemy  so  suddenly,  and  being  confined  in  a  nar- 
row road,  inclosed  by  high  fences,  unable  to  deploy  forces  rapidly,  my 
command  fell  into  a  little  confusicm,  under  a  steady  and  heavy  fire  from 
the  enemy,  but  soon  recovered  and  moved  upon  them  steadily  and  with 
the  regularity  of  veterans,  and  soon  reoccupied  the  little  ground  we  had 
lost.  It  was  under  these  circumstances  of  confusion  and  disadvantage 
that  the  enemy  captured  one  of  the  mountain  hoAvitzers  in  my  command. 
My  forces  intended  to  support  the  howitzers  were  unable  to  get  in 
position,  and  the  enemy  by  a  sudden  dash  drove  back  the  very  small 
force  1  then  had  near  it  and  captured  a  gun,  but  the  annnunition -chest 
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was  saved  by  Lieutenant  McReynoUls,  assisted  by  Captain  Trebein. 
The  captured  piece  was  moved  off  a  few  hundred  yards,  and  Captain 
Hicks,  Twelfth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  received  my  permission  to  take 
his  company  and  recapture  it,  and  before  the  fighting  ceased  he  reported 
it  to  me.  The  conduct  of  Captain  Trebein  and  Lieutenant  McReynolde 
in  saving  the  ammunition  chest,  and  Captain  Hicks  in  recovering  the 
piece  from  the  enemy,  was  daring  and  gallant,  and  for  which  they  have 
my  thanks.  During  the  engagement  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with 
coolness  and  courage,  and  I  noticed  especially  the  good  conduct  of  Col- 
onel Mims,  Thirty -ninth  Kentucky;  Lieutenant-Colonel  MuUins  and 
Maijor  Bierbower,  Fortieth  Kentucky  Infantry ;  Major  Tyler,  Fifty-sec- 
ond Kentucky,  and  Lieutenant  McReynolds,  Comjpany  C,  First  Ken- 
tucky Artillery,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  thein.  During  the  day 
the  enemy  made  an  attack  on  the  Winchester  pike,  and  kept  up  a 
heavy  firing  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  for  several  hours,  and  re- 
tired about  5  o'clock  in  the  evening.  While  we  were  there  my  brigade 
was  again  changed,  and  when  we  moved  next  morning  (June  10)  at  4 
o'clock  it  consisted  of  two  battalions  of  Twelfth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry, Fortieth  Kentucky  Infantry,  and  detachments  of  Thirty-seventh 
and  Fifty-second  Kentucky  Infantry,  and  one  section  of  mounted 
howitzers.  My  brigade,  with  Major  Tyler,  commanding  detachments 
Thirty-seventh  and  Fifty-second  Kentucky,  in  the  extreme  advance, 
moved  through  Winchester  into  Lexington,  Ky.,  arriving  there  about 
12  m.  Finding  no  enemy  here,  we  rested  until  about  12  o'clock  that 
night  (in  the  mean  time  drawing  some  fresh  horses  and  supplies).  Col. 
E.  W.  KatUfif  being  assigned  to  duty  as  post  commandant  of  Lexington, 
Ky.,  the  Third  Battalion  of  Twelfth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  reported, 
in  obedience  to  orders,  to  jne  for  duty. 

Moved  with  my  command  about  1  a.  m.  June  11  in  the  direction  of 
Paris,  Ky.,  arriving  there  about  daybreak  next  morning.  There  we 
fed,  and  remained  until  about  10  o'clock  that  night,  when  I  moved  with 
my  brigade  in  front  of  the  division  in  the  direction  of  Cynthiana,  Ky. 
Major  Tyler,  Fifty-second  Kentucky,  had  the  extreme  advance,  and 
encountered  the  enemy's  pickets  at  2.20  a.  m.  June  12  about  two  miles 
and  a  half  from  Cynthiana  and  drove  them  back,  and  soon  became  en- 
gaged with  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  held  them  in  check  until  the 
column  closed  up.  The  Twelfth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  was  moved  to 
the  extreme  right  of  my  brigade,  and  the  Fortieth  Kentucky  Mounted 
Infantry,  dismounted,  formed  on  their  left,  extending  across  the  Paris 
pike.  I  ordered  my  brigade  forward.  They  moved  steadily  on,  and  a 
heavy  engagement  commenced,  lasting  about  one  hour,  when  the  enemy 
was  repulsed  and  driven  back  in  confusion .  My  command,  with  the  rest 
of  the  division,  charged  upon  the  town  and  soon  occupied  it,  and  con- 
tributed in  capturing  a  large  number  of  prisoners,  horses,  &c.  After 
resting  several  hours  I  received  orders  from  General  Burbridge  to 
move  with  my  mounted  men  through  Carlisle  to  Mount  Sterling,  and 
there  dispose  of  my  force  so  as  to  scour  as  much  of  the  country  as  possi- 
ble, and  capture  or  scatter  all  of  the  bands  or  squads  of  the  enemy  that 
might  be  in  that  vicinity.  At  1  p.  m.  June  12  we  moved,  and  arrived  at 
Mount  Sterling  at  9  o'clock  next  morning.  Before  arriving  at  Mount 
Sterling  I  learned  that  Col.  J.  H.  Grider  had  arrived  there  with  his  force  of 
about  425  men,  and  I  sent  Captain  Trebein,  my  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  ahead  to  order  Colonel  Grider  to  have  his  men  in  the  street 
and  ready  to  move  by  the  time  I  arrived.  Upon  my  arrival  I  sent  him 
with  his  force  by  rapid  mardi  to  Mud  Lick  Springs,  with  instructions 
to  send  a  force  in  the  direction  of  Poplar  Plains,  and  otherwise  scout 
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tlie  country  in  that  vicinity,  so  as  to  ])revent  the  escape  of  any  retreat- 
ing or  straggling;-  rebels.  This  duty  Colonel  Grider  performed  well,  and 
detachments  of  his  command  came  up  with  and  j)ursued  several  small 
bodies  of  the  enemy,  which  could  not  be  captured,  as  the  fleeing  eriemy 
scattered  among  the  hills  and  brushes.  He,  however,  succeeded  in  caj)- 
turing  1  lieutenant  and  a  couple  of  men,  and  killed  1  of  the  enemy,  and 
in  a  few  days  he  received  orders  from  district  headquarters  to  report 
to  Lexington.  In  the  mean  time  I  had  sent  him  orders  to  take  his  com- 
mand to  West  Liberty,  which  orders  he  never  received. 

After  gathering  some  rations  for  the  command,  I  left  Mount  Sterling 
at  2  a.  m.  June  14,  and  moved  through  Winchester  in  the  direction  of 
Eichmond,  and  at  Kentucky  Eiver  I  divided  my  force,  sending  about 
300  men,  under  Major  Bierbower,  Fortietli  Kentucky,  to  Irvine,  Ky., 
where  he  arrived  at  8  o'clock  next  morning.  The  rest  of  the  command 
I  took  with  me  to  Eichmond,  and  arrived  there  at  2  o'clock  that  night. 
I  remained  there  until  7  a.  m.  June  15,  when  I  moved  on  to  Irvine,  and 
arrived  there  at  2  p.  m.  I  heard  nothing  in  Eichmond  making  it  proper 
to  send  any  forces  in  any  other  direction.  Wlien  I  arrived  at  Irvine  I 
drew  rations  and  forage  for  the  men  and  horses  for  the  first  time  since 
we  left  Paris,  having  subsisted  on  the  route  as  the  kind  people  of  Car- 
lisle, Mount  Sterling,  Winchester,  and  Eichmond  could  hastily  prepare 
for  us,  and  the  horses  by  grazing  along  the  route.  The  men  and  horses 
being  very  much  fatigued,  and  many  of  the  horses  unshod,  I  determined 
to  rest  several  days  in  Irvine,  but  learning  from  reliable  sources  that 
about  300  rebels  under  Colonel  Giltner,  with  some  250  led  horses,  had 
crossed  the  Kentucky  Eiver,  near  the  mouth  of  Drowning  Creek,  the 
day  previous  to  my  arrival  there,  and  although  he  would  have  about 
fifty  miles  the  start  of  me  by  the  time  I  could  get  ready  to  march  I 
determined  to  ])ursue  him  with  300  picked  men  and  horses,  and  to 
catch  him  if  in  the  power  of  horse-flesh  and  human  endurance  to  do  it. 
At  5  p.  m.  June  16  I  moved  with  Major  Bierbower  and  300  men,  with 
three  days'  rations,  and  arrived  at  Booneville,  thirty-five  miles  from 
Irvine,  at  6  o'clock  next  morning,  there  grazed  the  stock,  and  got 
more  certain  information  as  to  his  route,  and  secured  the  services 
of  Caney  Winn  and  H.  A.  Smith  (citizens  of  Booneville)  as  guides.  At 
5  p.  m.  June  17  moved  ixp  the  South  Fork  of  Kentucky  Eiver,  then 
up  Eed  Bird,  and  halted  forty-five  miles  from  Booneville  at  noon  the 
next  day,  and  grazed  the  horses  about  four  hours.  A  number  of  the 
horses  having  given  out,  and  many  of  the  men  being  on  foot,  I  inspected 
the  command  and  selected  IGO  of  the  best  horses  and  moved  forward 
rapidly  with  them,  organizing  the  remainder  and  placing  them  under  a 
commissioned  officer,  and  directing  him  to  move  on  as  rapidly  as  i)racti- 
cable.  We  traveled  all  that  night  and  crossed  Pine  Mountain  about  day- 
break next  morning  during  a  terrible  rain,  which  rendered  it  almost 
impassable  to  men  and  horses,  and  landed  on  Cumberland  Eiver,  six 
miles  from  Mount  Pleasant,  at  6  o'clock  that  morning,  where  1  learned 
that  the  enemy  had  left  Mount  Pleasant  about  an  hour  before,  moving 
rapidly  to  make  his  escape  through  Crank's  Gap.  My  horses  being 
broken  down,  having  gotten  only  eight  ears  of  corn  since  leaving  Irvine, 
subsisting  the  rest  of  the  time  on  bushes,  weeds,  and  a  little  white  clover, 
I  was  unable  to  move  farther.  Captain and  the  guide  Winn  vol- 
unteered to  take  a  scout  of  six  men  and  go  forward  to  ascertain  fur- 
ther facts,  and  to  know  certainly  that  the  enemy  had  made  his  escape. 
In  the  mean  time  I  had  the  horses  unsaddled  and  allowed  them  to 
browse  in  the  bushes,  and  the  men  to  refresh  themselves  with  a  little 
much  needed  sleep.    Captain went  to  Mount  Pleasant  and  be- 
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yond  and  could  see  nothing  of  the  enemy.  Being  satisfied  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  overtake  them,  even  if  our  horses  had  been  fresh,  and 
there  being  no  supplies  at  Mount  Pleasant  or  in  that  vicinity  for  men 
or  horses,  I  determined  to  move  as  rapidly  as  possible  by  the  way  of 
Cumberland  Ford  to  Barboarsville  to  get  the  much  needed  supplies.  In 
the  mean  time  I  sent  a  courier  ba(!k  to  the  dismounted  force  to  proceed 
by  the  nearest  route  to  Eichmoud,  Ky.  I  encamped  that  night  near 
the  Cumberland  Ford.  Next  night,  June  20,  we  encamped  at  Barbours- 
ville,  and  drew  oats  for  our  horses,  but  could  get  no  rations  for  my 
men.  At  4  o'clock  next  morning  we  moved  in  the  direction  of  London, 
and  encamped  two  miles  and  a  half  this  side  at  Pittman's  Station,  where 
we  drew  rations  and  forage  for  men  and  horses.  There  we  received 
orders  by  telegraph  from  district  headquarters  to  send  scouts  in  dif- 
ferent directions,  which  orders  were  promptly  obeyed,  the  scouts  hav- 
ing since  reported.  After  remaining  there  about  flfteen  hours  I  moved 
in  the  direction  of  Richmond,  and  encamped  the  night  of  June  22  this 
side  of  Big  Hill,  fifteen  miles  from  Richmond  ;  and  grazing  the  horses 
well  that  night  we  moved  early  next  morning,  having  delightful  weather 
and  fine  roads;  we  arrived  at  Lexington  at  11  p.  m.  June  23. 

The  march  of  470  miles,  from  Cynthiana  to  Cumberland  River  and 
back  to  Lexington  in  eleven  days,  is  iierhaps  the  most  rapid  and  trying 
known  during  this  war,  especially  that  from  Irvine  to  the  Ciimberland, 
a  distance  of  120  miles  in  less  than  sixty  hours,  with  stock  the  most  of 
which  had  already  traveled  nearly  a  thousand  miles.  This  route 
passed  over  the  roughest  road  known  in  the  Kentucky  Mountains, 
many  parts  of  it  so  rough  that  we  had  to  move  by  single  file,  leading 
the  horses.  This  pursuit  would  not  have  been  persisted  in  after  the 
first  forty  hours'  march  from  Irvine  but  for  the  assurance  that  the 
enemy  did  not  know  of  our  approach,  and  that  they  had  made  arrange- 
ments to  halt  at  Mount  Pleasant  to  feed  their  men  and  horses.  -They 
did  intend  to  halt  there  several  days,  and  I  was  jiressing  forward  to 
attack  them  at  2  a.  m.  June  19,  but  it  was  impossible  to  get  there  in 
that  time,  and  having  to  cross  Pine  Mountain,  arriving  on  the  Cumber- 
land after  day,  gave  their  emissaries  an  apportunity  of  sending  forward 
information  of  our  approach,  and,  besides,  the  enemy  received  informa- 
tion from  Virginia  that  night  that  a  force  was  going  up  Powell's  Valley 
to  cut  them  off,  which  made  them  push  for  the  Gap. 

I  know  of  no  good  that  resulted  from  this  severe  march  after  Giltner, 
except  to  give  my  officers  and  soldiers  a  severe  training  in  the  duties 
of  hard  marching,  and  to  give  the  enemy  a  good  scare  after  we  got  near 
them,  and  to  admonish  them  that  the  Federal  soldier  can  endure  the 
hardest,  most  trying,  and  rapid  marches  through  the  mountains,  with- 
out supplies  for  cither  men  or  horses,  and  gain  on  them  at  least  fifty 
miles  in  sixty  hours. 

Throughout  this  severe  campaign  I  have  been  encouraged  by  the 
cheerful  obedience  of  the  officers  and  men,  who  seemed  constantly  im- 
pressed with  the  important  mission  in  which  they  were  engaged  and 
actuated  by  a  sense  of  duty,  and  moved  by  a  desire  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  accomplish  the  end ;  and  I  am  especially  grateful  to  the  men 
for  their  cheerful  submission  to  orders  and  patient  endurance  of  hard- 
ships in  the  expedition  from  Irvine  to  Crank's  Gap  ;  and  the  detach- 
ments of  the  Twelfth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Fortieth  Kentucky, 
Thirty-seventh  and  Fifty-second  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry,  have 
my  thanks  for  their  soldierly  bearing  during  the  expedition. 

And  in  conclusion,  I  would  return'  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  Capt.  A.  W. 
Trebein  for  his  ready  and  prompt  attention  to  all  the  responsible  duties 
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tliat  devolved  upon  liim  during  this  campaign.  He  lias  always  ren- 
dered ii'  elieerful  obedience  to  aTl  ordei's.  He  Avas  in  the  engagements 
at  Mount  Sterling  and  Cynthiana,  and  did  his  duty  well,  proved  him- 
self an  officer  of  judgment  and  experience,  as  well  as  a  gallant  soldier. 
I  would  also  speak  in  high  praise  of  Captain  Hicks,  Twelfth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  Doctor  Haselwood,  Thirty-seventh  Kentucky,  Lieu- 
tenant Armstrong,  Twelfth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Captains  Watts 
and  White,  and  Quartermaster  Mattingly,  Thirty-seventh  Kentucky 
Infantry,  all  of  whom  were  on  my  staff  during  a  portion  or  all  of  the 
campaig-n;  Captain  Hicks,  Lieutenant  Armstrong,  and  Doctor  Hasel- 
wood went  through  the  entire  campaign.  They  did  their  duty  faith- 
fully and  cheeri^illy,  and  rendered  any  other  service  necessary  to  pro- 
mote the  success  of  the  expedition,  and  by  their  prompt  and  willing 
manner  gave  hope  and  strength  to  my  command. 

I  am  under  obligations  to  all  of  the  soldiers  who  have  been  under  my 
command  for  any  time  during  this  expedition,  and  ask  God's  bless- 
ing Tipon  them.  But  I  am  especially  grateful  to  the  Thirty-ninth,  Pour- 
tieth,  and  a  small  detachment  of  Thirty- seventh  and  Fifty-second  Ken- 
tucky Mounted  Lifantry  Regiments,  and  one  section  of  mountain  howit- 
zers that  were  in  my  brigade  during  the  light  at  Mount  Sterling,  Ky.; 
and  Twelfth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Fortieth  Kentucky,  and  detach- 
ment of  Thirty-seventh  and  Fifty-second  Kentucky  that  were  with  me  at 
the  fight  at  Cynthiana,  for  bravery  displayed  on  the  field,  and  efficient 
services  rendered  in  the  most  trying  hours  of  battle. 

I  should,  perhaps,  not  make  special  mention  of  any  officer  where  all 
did  their  duty  so  well,  but  I  Avill  not  conclude  without  speaking  in  com- 
plimentary terms  of  Colonel  Mims,  Thirty-ninth  Kentucl^,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel MuUins  and  Major  Bierbower,  Fortieth  Kentucky,  and 
Major  Tyler,  Fifty-second  Kentucky,  and  commending  them  for  their 
general  good  conduct.  They  have  been  severely  tried,  and  proved 
themselves  officers  and  soldiers,  and  can  be  trusted  without  fear  of 
bringing  dishonor  to  any  position  to  which  they  may  be  assigned. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  youi'  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  HANSON, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  N.  C.  McLean, 

Gommamling  First  Divifiion,  District  of  Kentucky. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties  in  my  command : 


Detnclimenta  37tli  anil  52il  Kcntnclfy  . 

12tli  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry 

40th  Keiituckv  Mountoil  liiiantrv 


Killfid.    I  Wmimlod.  I  Missing. 


Section  mountain  howitzers 1 

Total i  21 
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Report  of  Col.  John  Mason  Brown,  Forty-fifth  Kentvcky  Infantry,  com- 

manding  brigade. 

Headqxiakteks  Fourth  Brigade,  First  Division, 

Lexington,  Ky.,  June  29, 1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  op- 
erations of  the  force  under  my  command  from  the  morning  of  .'ith  of  June 
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uutil  the  return  of  the  troops  to  Lexiugton.    The  inoveiiieiits  prior  to 
5th  iiistaut  have  already  been  reported : 

On  the  moruing  of  Sunday,  5th  of  June  (the  division  being  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Brigadier-General  Burbridge,  commanding  Dis- 
trict of  Kentucky),  I  received  orders  to  move  my  command  in  rear  of  the 
division  up  Mud  Creek,  a  tributary  of  Big  Sandy  Eiver,  and  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Pound  Gap.  The  return  of  one  of  my  scouts,  left  to  observe  the 
enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Pound  Gap,  gave  the  first  intimation  that  Mor- 
gan had  crossed  into  Kentucky  in  force,  and  had  camped  on  the  night 
of  Friday,  3d  of  June,  on  theEockhouseforkof  the  Kentucky  Eiver.  On 
receipt  of  this  intelligence.  General  Burbridge  directed  me  to  march  in 
a  westerly  direction,  and  observe,  instructing  me  to  harass  the  enemy  if 
found,  and  impede  his  advance  into  the  State.  My  conunand  was  neces- 
sarily a  small  one,  there  being  butoneregimentof  myproper  brigade  pres- 
ent with  the  division .  This  regiment  ( the  Forty-flf th  Kentucky  Mounted 
Infantry)  and  a  detachment  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Kentucky  Mounted 
Infantry,  under  Maj.  J.  B.  Auxier,  constituted  my  force  on  the  march- 
I  camped  on  the  night  of  5th  of  June  at  the  forks  of  Beaver  Creek,  halt- 
ing chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  movements  of- rebel  scouts, 
whose  trail  we  had  found.  Finding  that  they  had  evidently  gone  south- 
ward toward  Prestonburg,  and  inferring  therefrom  that  the  enemy  were 
not  apprehensive  of  pursuit,  I  determined  to  move  as  rapidly  as  due 
regard  to  caution  would  permit,  and  if  possible  head  off  the  enemy  until 
General  Burbridge  with  the  main  body  could  come  up  on  their  rear.  The 
march  conducted  in  this  way  was  very  exhausting,  both  upon  men  and 
horses.  The  labor  necessary  to  prevent  information  getting  ahead  of 
my  column  was  of  a  kind  that  taxed  both  the  sagacity  and  endurance 
of  my  ofiScers  and  men  to  the  utmost.  It  was  performed,  however,  with 
unvarying  thoroiighness  and  alacrity.  My  camp  for  a  few  hours  on  the 
night  of  the  6th  was  on  the  Grassy  Fork  of  Licking  River,  and  from 
that  point,  the  road  being  in  better  repair,  my  march  was  more  rapid. 
On  the  7th,  passing  through  Salyersville,  I  learned  by  courier  that  Gen- 
eral Burbridge,  with  Ins  division,  was  following  rapidly.  My  brigade 
was  consequently  to  be  regarded  as  the  advance  of  the  division,  and  I 
regulated  its  movements  accordingly.  On  the  night  of  7th  I  struck  the 
State  road  at  Shelby  Wilson's  house,  six  miles  east  of  Hazel  Green,  and 
there  found  the  trail  of  Morgan's  entire  force.  From  this  point  I  made 
frequent  captures  of  stragglers,  but  strictly  prohibited  any  firing,  in- 
tending to  surprise  the  enemy  if  possible.  A  great  part  of  the  8th  was 
consumed  in  carefully  skirmishing  the  woods  adjacent  to  the  road,  and 
especially  McCormick's  Gap,  a  very  formidable  pass,  which  I  was  aston- 
ished to  find  entirely  unguarded.  The  factofthere  being  no  troops  of  the 
enemy  at  McCormick's  Gap,  convinced  me  thatthe  enemy  must  be  entirely 
ignorant  of  our  pursuit.  A  few  miles  farther  on  a  wagon  was  met  con- 
veying, under  white  flag,  the  body  of  a  rebel  officer,  killed  the  day  before 
at  Mount  Sterling.  I  ordered  the  flag  party,  under  guard,  to  the  rear  to 
report  to  General  Burbridge.  At  the  Widow  Stevens',  twelve  miles  from 
Mount  Sterling,  I  found  a  gentleman  well  known  to  me  (but  whose  name 
it  Avould  be  indiscreet  to  mention  here),  from  whom  I  obtained  full  infor- 
mation as  to  the  force  and  position  of  the  enemy  at  Mount  Sterling.  As 
this  gentleman  reported  the  rebel  pickets  very  carelessly  posted  at  the 
very  verge  of  their  camp,  I  concluded  that  a  surprise  by  the  whole  di- 
vision was  perhaps  possible,  and,  therefore,  halting  my  command,  I  rode 
back  until  I  met  General  Burbridge,  and  communicated  the  intelli- 
gence. The  general  at  once  resolved  on  an  attack,  and  instnusted  me  to 
bring  on  the  action  by  a  charge  tlirougli  the  rebel  infantry  camp,  after 
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which  I  was  to  attack  their  cavalry  on  the  Owingsville  road,  iu  the 
suburbs  of  the  town.  For  this  purpose  the  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry, 
commanded  by  Major  Smith,  was  temporarily  added  to  my  brigade. 
At  4  a.  m.  on  June  9  the  engagement  was  opened  by  a  charge  of  my 
brigade,  the  Forty-fifth  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry  "being  in  advance, 
supported  by  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry.  The  enemy  were  completely 
surprised,  all  their  pickets  killed  before  they  could  regain  their  camp, 
and  the  infantry  of  the  enemy  completely  routed,  with  great  slaughter. 
A  howtzer  attached  to  one  of  the  brigades  in  my  rear  was  unfortu- 
nately advanced  too  rapidly  and  cut  my  brigade  in  two  on  the  narrow 
road,  depriving  me  also  of  the  support  of  Colonel  liatliflPs  brigade. 
This  contret-emps  caused  a  few  minutes'  delay,  and  gave  the  cavalry  of 
the  rebels  an  opportunity  to  save  a  part  of  their  force  by  flight.  The 
attack  was,  however,  so  vigorously  pushed,  under  the  direction  of  the 
general  commanding,  that  our  success  was  complete.  In  this  engage- 
ment I  had  cause  to  notice  particularly  the  very  gallant  conduct  of 
Capt.  Frank  Mott  and  Lieut.  D.  W.  German,  both  of  Company  C, 
Forty-fifth  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry,  which  company  was  tlje  ad- 
vance of  my  brigade.  I  have  so  frequently  had  occasion  to  praise  the 
courage  and  ability  of  Captain  Mott  iu  former  reports  that  it  is  un- 
necessary that  I  should  say  more  than  that  he  fully  answered  all  the 
expectation  that  my  knowledge  of  him  had  raised.  Lieutenant  Burgher, 
Company  C,  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry;  Lieutenant  Mason,  Company 
A,  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  Captain  Hicks,  Twelfth  Ohio  Cav- 
alry, also  deserve  special  notice  and  commendation.  The  enemy  after 
their  rout  were  collected  in  some  force,  and  xe-enforced  from  the  vicin- 
ity of  Winchester,  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  dislodge  my  com- 
mand from  the  position  it  occupied.  A  sharp  skirmishing  tight  ensued, 
lasting  for  several  hours,  the  enemy  suffering  severely,  and  the  attack 
being  completely  repulsed. 

On  the  morning  of  10th  of  June  the  march  was  ordered  by  the  general 
toward  Lexington,  my  brigade  bringing  up  the  rear  with  the  prisoners. 
From  Lexington  I  was  directed  to  occupy  the  Maysville  and  Mount 
Sterling  roads,  leading  out  of  Paris;  but  by  subsequent  orders  the  en- 
tire division  was  concentrated  iu  Paris,  whence  I  was  ordered,  oii  the  11th 
of  June,  to  demonstrate  toward  Millersburg  and  Carlisle,  with  a  view 
to  detaining  the  enemy  at  Cynthiana.  At  night-fall  1  reported  back  to 
Paris,  and  from  that  point,  my  men  and  horses  being  utterly  exhausted, 
my  command  moved  as  reserve  in  the  rear  of  the  division  to  Cynthiana. 
The  battle  of  Cynthiana  was  fought  and  won  before  my  brigade  could 
close  up  on  the  main  body.  In  the  afternoon  of  12th  I  was  instructed 
by  the  general  commanding  to  march  my  command,  with  the  prisoners, 
to  Lexington,  which  place  was  reached  on  13th,  and  at  which  point  my 
headquarters  have  since  been  located. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  in  the 
Forty-fifth  Kentucky  and  Eleventh  Michigan  Eegiments.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

'  JNO.  MASON  BROWN, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Fourth  Brigade. 
Capt.  J.  S.  Btjtlee, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

*  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  2  men  killed,  1  officer  and  7  men  wonnded,  and  1 
man  missing  of  the  Forty-fifth  Kentucky,  and  5  men  killed,  1  officer  and  19  men 
WQUUded,  aiid  13  wen  missing  of  the  Eleventh  Michigan. 
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Report  of  Col.  Israel  Garrard.,  Seventh  Ohio  Cavalry.,  commandiiuj  First 

Cavalry  Brigade. 

Hdqks.  Fikst  Brigade,  Cavaley  Command, 

Depaktment  of  the  Ohio, 
Nicholasville,  Ky.,  June  25, 1864. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  rei^ort  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders 
I  moved  my  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry,  Col. 
George  S.  Acker;  the  Seventh  Ohio  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  George  G. 
Miner;  and  the  First  Battalion  Sixteenth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  Captain' 
Bachniann,  from  Nicholasville  to  Lexington  on  Friday,  the  10th  instant, 
and  from  there  to  Paris  and  Cynthiana,  with  the  other  troops,  under 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Burbiidj-ti,  ('onunanding  District  of 
Kentucky.  On  the  march  from  Taris  to  Cynthiana  my  position  in  the 
column  was  in  the  rear  of  the  two  brigades  of  Colonels  Hanson  and 
Mims,  and  in  advance  of  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Brown.  On  reachiug 
the  enemy's  position  in  front  of  the  toAvn  of  Cynthiana,  the  two  brigades 
in  front  of  me  being  dismounted  and  dei)loyed,  1  mo\'ed  my  brigade  off 
the  road  and  formed  it  in  column  of  battalions  and  awaited  orders.  I 
soon  received  orders  from  the  general  commanding  in  person  to  send 
one  cavalry  regiment  to  the  right  and  one  to  the  left  of  our  line  of  bat- 
tle, with  instructions  to  attack  at  once  on  the  extreme  flanks  of  the 
enemy.  I  sent  the  Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry  to  the  right  and  the  Six- 
teenth Kentucky  Cavalry  to  the  left.  1  then  received  orders  from  the 
general  commanding  in  person  to  take  command  of  the  left  wing.  I  at 
once  rode  forward  to  our  line  of  battle  and  found  the  enemy  rapidly 
advancing  from  their  second  position  uj)on  us.  The  Sixteenth  Ken- 
tucky, which  reached  me  at  that  time,  was  dismounted  and  formed 
on  the  left  of  the  line  of  dismounted  troops,  and  the  Seventh  Ohio 
Cavalry  was  sent  for,  with  orders  to  move  by  a  route  indicated  to  a 
position  some  distance  beyond  our  left,  but  toward  which  the  enemy 
was  moving.  I  joined  the  Seventh  at  the  point  designated.  When 
the  orders  to  charge  Avere  given  orders  were  sent  to  the  dismounted 
troops  to  spare  no  exertion  to  keep  pace  as  nearly  as  possible  Avith 
the  cavalry.  The  advance  movement  of  the  enemy  caused  them  to 
be  caught  on  very  unfavorable  ground,  and  a  number  of  them  were 
captured,  but  many  escaped  owing  to  the  detention  caused  by  the 
high  and  strong  fences  which  abounded  in  that  locality.  The  charge 
of  Company  H,  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Captain  Hall,  upon 
the  rebels  posted  among  the  buildings,  stabling,  garden  fences,  &c., 
of  a  farm-house,  was  executed  Avith  great  spirit  and  determination 
and  success.  The  fences  being  passed  the  SeA'enth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Cavalry  continued  its  movement  at  a  gallop,  until  the  advance  battalion, 
Companies  A,  B,  and  C,  under  Captain  Green,  came  up  with  the  enemy, 
rallied  in  a  strong  i)osition  behind  a  stone  Avail.  The  effort  to  drive 
them  from  this  by  a  ciharge  Avas  unsuccessful,  and  the  battalion  was 
driven  by  a  close  and  heavy  Are  batik  behind  the  crest  of  the  ridge, 
having  met  Avith  a  loss  of  2  killed,  6  Avounded,  and  the  loss  of  1 7  horses. 
The  lire  Avas  at  such  short  range,  and  so  well  directed,  that  one  horse 
received  seven  shots.  These  companies  Avere  at  once  reformed,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  regiment  kept  under  cover  of  the  ridge.  The  Six- 
teenth Kentucky  Cavalry,  dismounted,  had  used  every  exertion  to 
keep  up  Avith  the  cavaliy,  and  Avere  now  reaching  me.  1  halted  them 
to  alloAV  the  men  to  get  their  l)reatli  after  a  very  fatiguing  run  over 
plowed  laud.  They  Averetlicn  sent  fovAvard.  At  the  same  time  three 
compaiiies  of  the  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalrv  Aver*^  K^nf  o^/^,.,..1  +- 
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the  left  to  flank  tlic  position.    The  Sixteenth  Kentucky  Cavalry  had 
become  closely  engaged,  when  the  cavalry  movement  was  seen  and 
appreciated,  and  the  enemy  left  their  styong  position  and  fled  in  con- 
fusion.   It  was  in  this  attack  on  the  stonewall  that  the  Sixteenth  Ken- 
tucky Cavalry  met  with  its  losses.    The  enemy  made  no  other  stand, 
and  from  that  time  the  roiit  was  complete.    The  flight  of  the  enemy 
was  over  the  Avhole  face  of  the  country  in  front  of  xis.    A  portion  of 
them  moved  through  the  bottom-lands  to  the  left  of  the  range  of  blufls. 
This  portion  was  jnirsued  by  the  three  companies  sent  to  make  the 
flank  movement.    During  the  chase  Lieutenant  McKnight,  Company 
K,  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  a  brave  and  experienced  officer, 
was  mortally  wounded.    The  remainder  of  the  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer 
Cavalry  pursued  in  a  direct  line  over  the  high  ground.    The  Ninth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  on  reaching  a  i)oint  to  the  right  of  our  line  of  bat- 
tle, moved  forward  and  found  the  enemy's  line  of  battle  broken,  and 
formed  in  an  irregular  column,  moving  toward  tlie  river.    This  informa- 
tion was  sent  to  the  officer  commanding  the  dismounted  troops,  aud 
the  cavalry  was  pushed  forward  rapidly  iu  pursuit.    The  rebels  sur- 
rendered at  once,  as  they  Avere  overtaken  by  the  cavalry.    The  mass  of 
them  were  come  uj)  with  at  the  river,  just  below  the  town.    The  liver 
was  crowded  with  men  and  horses  struggling  together  in  the  deep 
water.    Many  were  droAvned,  aud  opportunity  was  had  for  firing  sev- 
eral hundred  shots  into  them,  while  on  both  banks,  as  well  as  while  iu 
the  water.    The  Ninth  Michigan  sent  in  83  imsoners.    The  pursuit  of 
the  Seventh  Ohio  Cavalry  caught  the  enemy  among  their  horses  on 
the  railroad  track,  between  the  bluff"  and  the  river,  a  narrow  place  to 
operate  in,  and  a  difBcult  one  to  escape  from.    The  crowded  and  dis- 
ordered mass  were  making  their  way  along  the  railroad,  toward  the 
town  and  bridge,  when  tlieir  escape  was  cut  off  by  the  charge  of  Com- 
pany E,  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Captain  Rankin,  followed  by 
other  companies  down  the  bluff"  and  lane.    They  were  shut  in  above  by 
the  three  companies  on  the  extreme  left;  many  were  captured  here, 
some  escaping  across  the  river.    The  Seventh  lost  no  time  in  pushing 
across  the  bridge  and  through  the  town.    That  portion  which  crossed 
the  bridge  Avas  led  by  Captain  Allen,  brigade  adjutant,  Lieutenant 
Mitchell,  regimental  adjutant,  aud  Lieutenant  Burton.    They  captured 
many  who  had  crossed  the  river,  and  pushed  on  down  the  river  until 
they  came  across  the  heavy  body  driven  across  the  river  by  the  pur- 
suit of  the  Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry.    This  body  they  w^ere  not  able  to 
stop,  and  after  forming  line  to  repel  the  attack  of  the  small  force  of 
the  Seventh  then  in  pursuit,  it  continued  its  flight  down  the  river  and 
out  across  the  country  to  the  Colemansville  road.    Another  portion  of 
the  Seveutli  Avent  through  the  town,  aud  made  numerous  captures  in 
the  town  and  along  the  bank  of  the  river.    Taking  about  100  of  the 
Seventh  Ohio,  and  being  joined  by  about  100  of  the  Twelftli  Ohio, 
which  had  mounted  and  moved  down  into  the  town,  I  moved  out 
some  five  or  six  miles  on  the  Colemansville  road  in  pursuit  of  the  maui 
body  of  the  fugitives.    They  were  well  mounted,  had  led  horses  with 
them,  and  it  soon  became  evident  that  when  pressed  they  could  out- 
travel  us,  and  the  pursuit  Avas  stojtped.    On  getting  my  brigade  to- 
gether, Avhich  I  did  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  near  the  bridge,  I 
received  orders  to  move  out  on  the  Augusta  road  in  pursuit  of  the  de- 
tachment that  Avas  guarding  the  Union  prisoners  captured  the  day 
before.    My  orders  Avere  to  rescue  the  prisoners.    On  the  Avay  to  Clays- 
ville  I  met  squads  of  them  returning,  who  informed  me  that  the  pris- 
oners had  been  released.    I  continued  my  march,  but  sent  for  further 
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orders.  I  received  orders  to  continue  the  pursuit  of  Morgan,  who  had 
fled  on  this  road,  and  tliat  Colonel  Hanson's  brigade  would  be  sent 
across  the  country  by  way  of  Carlisle.  My  men  and  horses  were  very 
much  exhausted,  and  my  horses  had  had  no  feed  for  twenty-four  hours. 
Finding  grass  at  Claysville  I  halted  there  during  the  night,  and  moved 
on  at  daylight.  At  Sardis  1  halted  to  feed  my  men ;  I  halted  again  at 
Flemingsburg,  and  wliile  the  horses  Avcre  grazing  the  men  were  fed  by 
the  loyal  citizens  of  that  place.  Ou  behalf  of  my  command  I  desire  to 
thank  the  patriotic  citizens  of  Sardis  and  Flemingsburg  for  their  en- 
ergetic eifbrts  to  feed  us,  and  at  the  same  time  to  cause  us  the  least 
possible  delay.  This  was  done  in  both  cases  in  less  time  than  was  re- 
quired for  feeding  the  horses.  My  commissary  train  which  was  follow- 
ing my  command,  under  instructions  from  me,  had  been  halted  by  order 
of  the  general  commanding,  and  my  men  had  had  no  rations  since  leav- 
ing Lexington.  The  march  was  continued  during  the  night.  At  day- 
light a  good  road  was  reached,  and  the  Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry  was 
ordered  forward  at  a  trot.  Ou  coming  to  the  Big  Sandy  road  soon  after 
sunrise,  the  deserted  camp  of  Morgan  was  found  near  Morehead,  and 
information  obtained  that  he  had  taken  the  road  over  Clack  Mountain 
to  West  Liberty.  The  information  was  that  his  main  force  had  been 
gone  some  two  hours,  but  it  also  gave  me  reason  to  hope  that  1  might 
overtake  some  portion  of  his  command  this  side  of  Clack  Mountain. 
The  Ninth  Michigan  pushed  forward  at  a  rapid  gait,  but  ou  reaching 
the  top  of  the  mountain  I  ascertained  that  the  rear  guard  had  been 
gone  nearly  an  hour,  and  that  the  more  important  part  of  the  command 
had  been  gone  long  enough  to  have  reached  the  mountain  at  the  head 
of  Yocum.  I  had  now  got  into  a  country  that  could  neither  feed  my 
men  nor  my  horses,  both  worn  down  by  the  marching  and  loss  of  sleep 
of  the  previous  thirty  hours.  1  found  myself  in  a  country  that  admitted 
of  no  flank  movements,  and  of  no  other  movement  except  that  of  fol- 
lowing the  s.ame  road  traveled  by  Morgan.  There  was  no  prospect 
of  accomplishing  anything  valuable  by  further  pursuit.  I  therefore 
ordered  the  pursuit  to  cease.    I  returned  by  easy  inarches  to  this  i)Ost. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  losses  in  my 
brigade  during  the  action  at  Cynthiana.* 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

•       "  ISRAEL  GAKRARI), 

Colonel  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  J.  Bates  Dickson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  Kentucky. 


No.  10. 
Report  of  Insp.  Gen.  Daniel  W.  TAnd«ey,  Kentnclcy  State  Guard. 

Hkadquakters  Kentucky  State  Giiaed, 

Inspectok-Genekal's  Office, 

Frankfort,  June  IS,  1804. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
defense  of  the  State  capital  against  the  recent  attack  of  a  detachment 
of  General  John  II.  Morgan's  guerrilla  forces : 

The  capture  of  the  morning  train  from  Louisville  on  the  8th  instant 
was  the  first  intimation  had  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy  in  this  section 

*  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  1  offiter  ami  2  men  wounded  and  1  man  missing 
of  the  Sixteenth  Kentucky,  3  men  Avounded  of  the  Ninth  Michigan,  and  2  men 
killed,  1  officer  aud  6  laeu  -womaded,  and  1  wan  missing  of  the  Sevouih  Ohio, 
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of  the  state.  Supposing  the  cutting  of  the  road  to  have  been  the  work 
of  some  small  marauding  band  of  horse-thieves,  who  would  immediately 
endeavor  to  escape,  I  ordered  a  detachment  of  the  First  Kentucky 
Scouts  to  take  the  road  as  soon  as  possible,  and  march  by  the  way  of 
Mount  Eden  to  Taylorsville,  on  which  route  it  was  thought  the  depre- 
dators could  either  be  intercepted,  or  their  whereabouts  ascertained. 
Before  the  scouts  could  march,  however,  we  learned  that  Morgan  in 
force  had  succeeded  in  getting  in  between  us  and  the  U.  S.  forces,  under 
command  of  Brig.  Gen.  S.  G.  Burbridge;  had  captured  Mount  Sterling 
and  Paris,  and  had  burned  the  bridges  on  the  Kentucky  Central  Rail- 
road. These  events,  occurring  on  the  same  day  the  road  was  cut  be- 
tween here  and  Louisville,  presented  the  view  of  concerted  action,  and 
led  to  the  belief  that  the  enemy  had  an  objective  point  somewhere  be- 
tween the  break  in  the  Central  railroad  at  Paris  and  that  upon  the 
road  from  here  to  Louisville.  This  place,  it  seemed  to  me,  held  out  greater 
inducements  to  him  than  any  other,  inasmuch  as  here  he  could  strike 
the  greatest  blow  to  the  State  by  the  destruction  of  the  public  records, 
&c.,  and  could  arm  his  new  recruits,  whom  he  was  rapidly  mounting  as 
he  passed  along,  upon  the  finest  stock  ever  produced  in  the  blue  grass 
region.  In  addition  to  this,  General  Burbridge,  having  come  upon  his 
rear,  as  we  were  informed  by  special  courier,  was  pressing  him  with  the 
utmost  vigor.  Here  he  could  procure  artillery  and  cross  his  command 
in  a  few  hours,  and,  destroying  the  bridges,  avoid,  or  so  delay,  pursuit 
as  to  be  able  to  strike  the  Louisville  and  ifashville  Railroad  with  im- 
punity. In  view  of  these  conclusions,  which  subsequent  events  proved 
to  be  correct,  it  was  determined  not  to  send  any  part  of  the  cavalry 
away,  and  by  direction  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  the  militia  of 
the  county,  the  Thirty-sixth  Regiment,  under  Colonel  Keeuon,  was 
ordered  out  and  the  various  roads  picketed.  The  railroad  being  again 
open  to  Louisville,  exertions  were  made  to  ship  the  public  papers  and 
stores  of  every  kind  to  that  place.  All  night  long  the  work  of  loading 
the  train  was  kept  up,  until  every  car  Avas  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity. 
It  is  useless  to  say  that  the  officers  of  the  various  departments  and 
their  clei-ks  discharged  their  laborious  duties  with  diligence. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  the  train  containing  the  public  property, 
with  a  guard  composed  of  the  clerks  of  the  various  offices  and  volun- 
teers from  the  militia  and  strangers  in  the  city,  all  under  the  command 
of  Mr.  J.  B.  Tilford,  of  the  adjutant-general's  oflice,  started  for  Louis- 
ville. When  nearing  Pleasureville  the  road  was  discovered  to  be  on 
fire.  The  engine  was  immediately  reversed  and  the  train  attacked 
by  guerrillas.  The  guard  succeeded  in  defending  the  train,  on  which 
a  running  fire  was  kept  up  for  several  miles,  and  notwithstanding 
the  road  was  obstructed  with  rails,  &c.,  every  200  or  300  yards,  the 
train  and  guards  uninjured  reached  the  depot  at  7.15  p.  m.  The  en- 
rolled militia  of  this  city,  Peak's  Mill  Precinct,  and  other  parts  of  the 
county  had  been  collecting  during  the  day.  A  squad  under  Capt.  San- 
ford  Goin  was  sent  to  man  the  guns  in  the  fort,  a  small  guard  being  at 
the  arsenal ;  the  remainder  were  placed  in  barracks  near  the  city.  Find- 
ing it  impossible  for  me  to  attend  to  all  the  details,  and  at  the  same  time 
exercise  general  command,  I  availed  myself  of  the  services  of  Col.  George 
W.  Monroe,  Twenty-second  Kentucky  Infantry,  who  at  all  times  has 
been  found  willing  to  respond  to  the  call  of  his  country  and  State,  and 
placed  him  in  command  of  forces  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  and 
distributing  them,  with  orders  to  report  from  time  to  time  to  these 
headquarters. 

4  B  E^-VOL  XXXIX,  PT  I 
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On  the  morning  of  the  10th  the  militia  force  was  collected  at  the 
arsenal  for  equipment,  and  then  by  Colonel  Monroe  distributed  between 
the  fort,  the  arsenal,  and  the  bridge  leading  to  South  Frankfort.  I 
sent  a  special  messenger  through  to  Louisville,  with  an  order  to  Colonel 
Gathright,  commanding  the  militia  of  Jefferson  County,  to  turn  out  his 
command  for  service,  and  to  act  on  consultation  with. Mr.  Gill,  the 
superintendent  of  the  railroad,  in  establishing  connection  between  here 
and  Louisville,  leaving  a  suflScient  guard  at  the  most  important  points  for 
the  protection  of  the  road.  Lieutenan  t-Colonel  Craig  was  sent  from  here 
with  a  company  composed  of  detachments  from  the  First  Kentucky 
(scouts)  and  the  militia,  as  a  guard  to  a  construction  train,  Avith  orders 
to  repair  whatever  damage  had  been  done  to  this  end  of  the  road.  This 
expedition  returned  in  the  evening  without  being  able  to  accomplish  their 
mission.  Colonel  Craig  found  the  enemy  posted  in  the  stockade  near 
Benson's  Bridge,  and  charging  them  drove  them  out  and  across  the 
creek,  capturing  2  horses,  with  the  loss  of  1  man  wounded  and  3  missing. 
What  damage  he  did  the  enemy  he  was  unable  to  ascertain.  These  per- 
sistent efforts  to  stop  all  nse  of  the  Louisville  and  Frankfort  Eailroad 
demonstrated  that  we  were  in  danger,  and  when  the  news  was  received 
that  Morgan  was  at  Georgetown  no  one  could  doubt  his  intentions. 
We  here  in  Frankfort  were  not  long  in  finding  out  what  those  inten- 
tions were.  About  7  p.  m.  10th  instant  a  picket  came  into  my  head- 
quarters and  announced  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  on  the 
Georgetown  pike.  The  detachment  of  scouts  had  been  ordered  but  a 
short  time  before  to  be  prepared  to  strengthen  the  pickets  on  any  road 
that  might  be  threatened.  They  were  immediately  sent  out  the 
Georgetown  pike.  Colonel  Monroe  and  myself  accompanied  them  as 
far  as  the  cemetery  gate,  when  I  was  informed  by  a  picket  stationed 
to  the  left  of  the  road,  in  position  to  see  the  Owenton  pike,  that  a 
large  force  was  advancing  on  that  road.  Hearing  nothing  from  the 
pickets  stationed  at  Hord's  house  I  rather  doubted  the  information, 
and,  leaving  Colonel  Monroe  to  defend  the  Georgetown  pike,  I  took 
six  mounted  men  and  started  out  on  the  Owenton  road.  I  had  not 
gone  far  when  I  discovered  the  enemy  moving  up  the  hill  to  attack  the 
fort.  Ordering  the  cavaliy  that  were  Avith  me  to  make  for  the  fort  by 
the  road  leading  up  the  hill  next  to  the  river,  I  made  my  Avay  up  the 
hill,  reaching  the  summit  just  in  time  to  sec  the  men  driven  from  the 
advanced  g-un  and  the  enemy  take  jiossession  of  it.  I  was  met  by  a 
large  number  of  negroes  who  had  been  used  in  building  a  redoubt,  and 
who  were  running  for  the  fort.  I  changed  their  course  and  made  them 
go  down  the  hill  to  the  left,  near  the  river.  No  negroes  were  allowed 
in  the  fort.  I  had  no  inteijtion  of  using  them  as  soldiers,  and  knowing 
that  if  the  enemy  should  succeed  in  taking  the  place  they  Avould  be 
murdered,  I  ordered  them  from  the  hill.  By  this  time  the  enemy,  about 
sixty  strong,  were  advancing  rapidly  upon  the  fort,  from  the  direction 
of  the  gun  they  had  captured,  a  jwrtion  taking  shelter  behind  a  stone 
wall,  under  coA'er  of  Avhich  they  could  approach  nearer  the  fort.  As  I 
rode  around  to  the  entrance  I  observed  about  twenty-five  of  the  enemy 
moving  in  the  direction  of  the  ravine  on  the  Avest  slope  of  the  hill, 
a  short  distance  north  of  the  fort.  I  gave  the  command  "fire,"  and 
with  a  few  rounds  the  enemy  were  repulsed,  as  they  Avere  also  in  two 
succeeding  assaults.  In  the  first  assault  Maj.  T.  J.  Hutchison  and 
John  Coleman,  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Enrolled  Militia  of  Franklin  County, 
were  Avounded  Avhile  Avorking  the  guns  in  the  fort.  Major  Hutchison 
was  wounded  in  the  face  and  John  Coleman  in  the  breast,  both  seri- 
ously, but  neither  mortally.    Information  was  received  through  jots- 
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oners  that  the  enemy  lost  5  men  wounded,  and  there  was  1  liorse  cap- 
tured by  us.'  Hostilities  having  ceased  for  a  while,  and  Colonel  Moni'oe 
arriving,  it  was  concluded  to  send  a  detachment  for  each  of  the  two 
guns  outside  of  the  fort.  Colonel  Monroe  commanded  one  of  the  de- 
tachments in  person  and  Mr.  Thomas  Buford,  of  Woodford  County,  the 
other.  This  work  they  accomplished.  These  guns  were  covered  by  a 
fire  from  the  fort;  had  they  not  been,  the  presence  of  mind  of  young 
Frank  Gray  in  bringing  away  the  friction  primers  would  have  prevented 
the  enemy  from  using  them  against  us.  Too  much  credit  cannot  be 
awarded  to  Sergeant  Johnson,  of  the  Second  Mounted  [Infantry]; 
Capt.  Sanford  Goin,  of  this  iilace;  Mr.  Albert  Bayliss,  of  Shelby,  and 
Mr.  J.  B.  Gibson,  of  Cincinnati,  the  latter  an  old  Kentucky  Military 
Institute  cadet;  and  also  Captain  Fletcher,  U.  S.  Army,  and  Mr. 
Sch^atzker,  for  their  bravery  and  efiflciency  in  handling  the  guns  in  the 
fort.  This  defense  would  have  been  creditable  to  the  militia  had  their 
number  been  sufflcient  to  have  lined  the  parapet  from  one  end  to  the 
other;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  when  the  first  assault  was  made  there 
were  not  over  forty  men  iu  the  fort.  Waiting  until  after  midnight  to 
see  if  the  attack  would  be  renewed,  I  then  turned  the  command  of  the 
fort  over  to  Colonel  Monroe,  and  rode  down  to  the  city  for  the  purpose 
of  visiting  the  arsenal  and  other  points  of  defense.  At  the  arsenal  I 
found  yourself  in  command,  aided  by  Quartermaster-Genei'al  Suddarth, 
and  everything  in  preparation  for  its  defense.  The  bridge  was  effectu- 
ally guarded  by  a  detaclimeut  under  command  of  Capt.  John  M.  Hewett. 
About  daylight  I  relieved  Colonel  Monroe.  The  enemy  Avere  found 
to  be  occupying  all  the  roads  leading  into  the  city.  Several  attempts 
were  made  by  them  to  approach  the  arsenal  through  the  cemetery  and 
by  the  railroad,  but  the  shells  thrown  from  the  guns  at  the  fort  and  a 
gun  at  the  arsenal  kept  them  back.  The  enemy  showing  themselves 
frequently  on  the  hills  soutliAvest  of  the  city,  two  guns,  20-pounder  Par- 
rotts,  at  the  fort,  under  charge  of  Messrs.  Gibson,  Bayliss,  and  Buford, 
shelled  them  with  considerable  eflect,  as  it  was  learned  that  5  were 
killed  and  5  wounded,  and  several  dead  horses  mark  the  localities  at 
which  they  fell.  A  flag  of  truce  appearing,  the  firing  ceased.  I  will 
here  state  that  during  the  suspension  of  hostilities  occasioned  by  the 
entrance  of  the  flag  of  truce,  the  enemy  were  discovered  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river  advancing  through  the  cemetery,  and  by  my  orders 
they  were  shelled.  For  further  particulars  I  refer  you  to  Colonel  Mou-  ■ 
roe's  report,  which  I  herewith  transmit  to  you. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant  General  Harlan,  with  a  detach- 
ment, reconnoitered  the  hills  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  from  the 
Louisville  turnpike  gate  around  to  the  railroad,  Avithout  discovering 
any  indication  of  the  enemy.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  Colonel 
Jordan,  of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  arrived  with  his  command. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  the  command  of  the  city  having  been 
turned  over  to  Colonel  Jordan,  the  militia  were  reUeved  from  duty  and 
were  addressed  by  General  Harlan  on  behalf  of  His  Excellency  Gov- 
ernor Bramlette. 

The  citizens  of  this  city,  and  the  State  at  large,  are  under  obligations 
to  Colonel  Monroe  for  his  services  in  defense  of  the  capital,  and  I  here 
tender  him  my  thanks  for  his  valuable  assistance  to  me. 

I  here  make  honorable  mention  of  the  volunteer  militia  under  General 
Harlan  and  Captain  HeAvett,  who  rendered  efficient  services  in  guard- 
ing the  railroad  bridges  during  the  night  of  the  15tli  instant. 

Quartermaster-General  Suddarth,  witli  the  assistance  of  (^lartcr- 
master  Armer,  Mr,  Poynter,  and  Lieutenant  Venable,  (luarterniaster 
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ol'  the  Thirty-sixth  liegiment  Euiolled  Militia,  attended  ia  au  efficient 
manner  to  the  duties  of  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  depart- 
ments. 

Colonel  Keenon  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command  deserve 
especial  praise  for  their  prompt  response  to  the  call  of  His  Excellency 
the  Governor.  The  Thirty-sixth  Regiment  have  furnished  another  evi- 
dence of  the  loyalty  of  the  militia,  and  of  the  fact  that  they  are  ready 
and  willing  to  defend  their  State  whenever  called  on  to  do  so. 

The  presence  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Attorney-General 
Harlan  animated  the  men,  and  contributed  very  materially  to  the  de- 
fense of  the  fort. 

I  am  under  obligations  to  Messrs.  W.  A.  Gaines  and  George  Watson, 
volunteer  aides,  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their 
duties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  LINDSEY, 
Inspector- General,  Kentucky. 
Gen.  John  H.  Boyle, 

Adjutant-  General,  Kentucky. 


No.  11. 

Report  of  Col.  George   W.  Monroe,  Twenty -second  Kentucky  Infantry, 
commanding  forces  defending  Frankfort. 

Headquarters  Forces  Depending  Frankfort, 

Frankfort,  June  18, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  rei^jrt  of  the  operations  dur- 
ing the  three  days'  siege  of  Frankfort: 

In  compliance  with  special  orders  from  headquarters  Kentucky  State 
Guard,  of  date  June  9, 1  assumed  command  of  the  active  forces  in  and 
around  the  city,  and  proceeded  directly  to  place  the  city  in  a  jjosition 
for  defense.  The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  on  my  staff: 
Capt.  J.  M.  Mills,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  and  chief  of  staff; 
Lieuts.  John  M.  Hewett,  jr.,  Yoder  Brown,  and  John  A.  Crittenden, 
aides-de-camp.  I  instructed  Col.  Edgar  Keenon,  commanding  Thirty- 
sixth  Regiment  Enrolled  Militia,  and  Lieutenant  Denton,  commanding 
Kentucky  Scouts,  to  report  to  me  immediately  the  available  force  under 
their  command.  The  reports  were  promptly  furnished,  and  I  ascer- 
tained that  my  active  force,  consisting  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  amounted 
to  only  183  men.  With  this  force  I  had  to  defend  the  fort,  arsenal, 
bridges,  and  all  the  roads  leading  into  town.  Feeling  that  the  situa- 
tion was  a  critical  one,  and  determining  to  resist  to  the  last  any  attack 
which  should  be  made,  and  thinking  the  fort  the  better  point  for  re- 
sistance, I  ordered  Colonel  Keenon  to  summon  the  remainder  of  his 
regiment  and  occupy  the  fort,  with  instructions  to  aU  detachments  who 
were  defending  the  entrances  to  the  town  to  tall  back  upon  that  point 
in  case  they  could  not  hold  their  i)ositions.  I  inspected  the  fort  and 
found  the  ordnance  and  stores  in  good  condition,  but  no  regular  artil- 
lery force  to  man  the  guns.  I  then  directed  Colonel  Keenon  to  fur- 
nish Sergeant  Johnson,  of  the  Second  Mounted  Infantry,  with  a 
force  from  his  connnaud  to  work  the  cannon,  Avhich  being  done,  I  com- 
menced, in  order  to  strengthen  the  position,  the  construction  of  two 
redoubts,  with  a  line  of  rifle-]>its  to  protect  them,  immediately  in  the 
rear  of  the  fort,  imjiressing  for  this  purpose  about  seventy-five  negro  men. 
This  work,  however,  the  enemy  did  not  allow  me  to  comi)lete,  as  will  be 
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shown  hereafter.    After  this  disposition  of  the  force,  I  rode  to  yonr 
headcpiiirters  to  report,  and  while  tliere  received  iui'ormation  that  the 
enemy  were  advancing  toward  town,  upon  the  Lexington  pike,  witli  a 
force  estimated  at  200.    I  immediately  ordered  Lieutenant  IJenton,  of 
the  scouts,  to  take  thirty  men  and  ascertain  the  truth  of  this  report.   A 
few  moments  after  the  detachment  started  I  determined  to  go  myself 
and  find  out  the  exact  state  of  the  case,  as  1  apprehended  great  danger 
from  that  direction.    I  asked  yoii  "to  accompany  me,  which  you  did, 
and,  advancing  up  the  road  as  far  as  the  cemetery  gate,  we  met  the 
detachment  returning,  who  reported  the  enemy  advancing  in  large 
force.    We  then  rallied  the  detachment  and,  dismounting  a  portion  of 
them,  sent  them,  with  a  few  infantry  pickets,  to  the  old  railroad  cut 
on  the  left  to  drive  back  the  force  said  to  be  advancing  in  tliat 
direction.    In  the  mean  time  jow  had  taken  six  men   and  started 
for  the  Owenton  pike,  with  the  intention  of  cutting  off  the  force  sup- 
posed to  be  in  the  old  railroad  cut.    I  started  with  the  few  remaining 
of  the  detachment  of  cavalry  toward  the  toll-gate,  and,  arriving  at  the 
old  depot  on  the  hill,  saw  a  squad  of  about  twenty  rebel  cavalry  mov- 
ing on  my  left  iiank  in  direction  of  the  fort.    A  squad  of  four  men  were 
seen  approaching  my  right  from  the  direction  of  Mr.  Ambrose  Dudley's 
house.     Six  men  and  a  sergeant  were  dispatched  back  down  the  pike 
to  the  road  leading  from  Mr.  Thomas  S.  Page's  farm,  to  intercept  the 
squad,  but  they  did  not  attempt  to  approach  the  pike.    While  watch- 
ing the  movements  of  the  enemy  on  my  left  the  firing  commenced  at 
the  fort,  and  looking  in  that  direction  I  could  plainly  see  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters  ascending  the  knoll  in  front  of  the  partially  c(mstnicted 
redoubts,  in  which  cannon  had  been  placed.    I  watched  the  engage- 
ment with  feelings  never  before  experienced,  knoAviug  that  if  the  fort 
was  taken  the  city  was  doomed.    The  enemy  was  doubtless  aware  of 
the  force  defending  the  fort,  from  the  manner  of  assault  and  despera- 
tion with  which  it  was  made.    At  this  juncture  jou,  with  the  six  men 
with  you,  had  attempted  to  ascend  the  eastern  slope  of  the  hill  and 
reach  the  fort,  but  being  intercepted  by  the  rapid  approach  of  the 
enemy  and  a  long  line  of  abatis  in  your  front,  the  cavalry  were  com- 
pelled to  deploy  around  the  brow  of  the  hill  to  the  left,  while  you 
dauntlessly  pushed  your  way  through  the  abatis,  being  closely  pursued 
and  fired  upon  almost  to  the  very  gate  on  the  western  end  of  the  fort. 
Your  timely  and  safe  arrival  inspired  the  men  with  fresh  courage  and 
determination  and  largely  contributed  to  their  success.    The  artiller- 
ists in  charge  of  the  guns  at  the  redoubts  alluded  to,  having  no  force 
whatever  to  support  them,  after  firing  one  or  two  rounds  abandoned 
their  position,  and  the  enemy  became  so  elated  and  emboldened  as  to 
press  quickly  forward  across  the  intervening  space  toward  the  fort, 
making  a  fierce  and  daring  assault.    The  result  was  a  severe  and  quick 
repulse,  every  man  in  the  walls  standing  to  his  post,  and  the  assailants, 
meeting  with  such  a  steady  fire  and  heroic  resistance,  retired  as  hastily 
as  they  came.    The  fighting  was  renewed  at  intervals  for  two  hours, 
when  the  enemy  retired,  burning  the  barracks  situated  near  the  Owen- 
ton  pike.    The  casualties  of  the  assault  were  2  wounded,  Maj.  T.  J. 
Hutchison  and  Private  John  Coleman,  of  Thirty-sixth  Regiment  of 
Militia.    Neither  of  the  wounds  are  mortal,  and  both  will  soon  recover. 
While  you  were  thus  superintending  matters  at  the  fort  I  remained  on 
the  Lexington  pike  with  my  squad  of  ca.valry,  determined,  if  possible, 
to  hold  in  check  any  attacking  force  sufficiently  long  for  the  citizens  to 
reach  the  fort,  but  as  it  was  growing  dark  and  the  gunners  could  not 
see  sufficiently  plainly,  they  mistook  us  for  the  enemy,  opening  fire  upon 
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US  and  landed  a  couple  of  shells  uncomfortablj'  near.  1  tlieu  withdrew 
with  my  men  to  the  arsenal,  and  after  giving  them  instructions  joined 
you  at  the  fort.  At  midnight  thirty  men  Avere  selected,  and  dividing 
into  two  squads,  placing  one  in  charge  of  Oapt.  Thomas  Buford,  I  went 
out  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  fate  of  the  guns  in  the  redoubts, 
and  proceeding  cautiously  we  found  them  entirely  unmolested  in  their 
places  and  brought  them  into  the  fort.  Owing  to  the  vigorous  fire  the 
enemy  received  and  the  decided  re])ulse  they  retired  so  hastily  as  not 
even  to  take  time  to  spike  them.  Thus  ended  the  conflict  of  Friday, 
the  10th.  Knowing  that  the  attack  would  be  renewed  aboiTt  daylight, 
if  at  all,  every  preparation  was  made  for  it,  but  daylight  came  and  the 
old  flag  waved  over  us  still. 

On  Saturday  morning,  as  early  as  5  o'clock,  the  enemy  Avas  discov- 
ered on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  at  G  o'clock  a  flag  of  truce  was 
seen  to  approach  the  wooden  bridge.  The  bearers  were  met  on  the 
other  side  by  Lieutenant  Armor  and  Mr.  W.  A.  (laines,  volunteer 
aides-de-camp,  who  blindfolded  them  and  reported  them  to  Captain 
Mills  at  the  north  end  of  the  bridge.  They  were  conducted  to  my  head- 
quarters. I  repaired  thither  from  the  fort,  aiul  the  rebel  officer  an- 
nounced himself  as  Adjutant  Freeman,  of  Cohmel  Giltner's  Fourth  Ken- 
tucky Confederate  Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pryor  commanding,  and 
verbally  demanded  the  unconditional  surrender  of  the  town  and  forces. 
Of  course  I  did  not  recognize  this  irregular  manner,  but,  promptly  re- 
fusing the  demand,  directed  iny  staff  to  escort  them  out  of  the  lines. 
Everything  remained  quiet  until  8  o'clock,  when  the  enemy  were  re- 
ported in  the  cemetery,  a  few  of  them  being  visible.  I  directed  Capt. 
Henry  Brown,  in  charge  of  the  gun  at  the  arsenal,  to  open  fire  on  them, 
which  he  did,  driving  them  to  safe  cover.  At  9  o'clock  a  second  flag  of 
truce  made  its  appearance  in  South  Frankfort,  and  Lieut.  Yoder  Brown 
Avas  dispatched  to  receive  it,  with  instructions  not  to  allow  the  bearers 
to  come  across  the  bridge.  In  connection  with  Captain  Mills  I  rode  to 
headquarters,  and  Lieuteuant  Brown  presented  the  following  commu- 
nication : 

Headquarters  Confederate  Forces, 

South  Frankfort,  Ky.,  June  11,  1S64. 
Commandant  U.  S.  Forces,  Frankfort,  Ky.  : 

Sir:  As  coramantler  of  the  Coufedorato  forces  on  this  siilo  of  the  river,  and  under 
instructions  from  my  superior,  I  demand  the  unconditional  surrender  of  your  forces, 
witli  this  statement:  That  all  will  he  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  private  prop- 
erty respected ;  hut  if  a  useless  and  stuhhorn  resistance  is  made  we  will  not  answer 
for  the  conse([uences  in  an  assault. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

M.  T.  PRYOR, 
Lieuienani-Colonel,  Commanding  Fourth  Kentucky  Caralry. 

This  demand  1  referred  to  you,  as  I  considered  it  a  question  of  vital 
interest  to  the  city  and  State,  and  Avhich  was  returned  to  me  with  in- 
structions from  His  Excellency  the  GoA^ernor  that  he  would  not  surren- 
der, and  that  no  more  white  flags  nmst  be  sent  in  for  the  purpose  of 
making  such  a  demand.  Under  these  instructions  I  made  the  follow- 
ing reply: 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Frankfm-t,  Ky.,  June  11,  1S64. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Pra'or, 

Comdg.  Fourth  Kentucky  Confederate  Cavalry,  South  Frankfort,  Ky.: 
Sir:  Your  note  demanding  the  unconditional  surrender  of  the  forces  under  my  com>- 
maiul  at  this  place  has  Ix^en  received.     In  reply  I  will  say  that  I  Avill  not  .siiiTcnder. 
1  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

GEO.  W.  MONROE, 
Colonel  Twenty-second  Kentucky  liegiment,  Commanding. 
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Iinme<liately  after  this  the  enemy  commenced  a  sharp  and  rapid  fire 
of  musketry  upon  our  forces  stationed  at  the  wooden  bridge  and  the 
arsenal,  which  was  kept  up  at  intervals  during  the  whole  day,  as  late 
as  5  p.  m.,  when  they  withdrew,  taking  the  country  road  to  the  right 
of  the  Louisville  pike.  Two  guns  from  the  fort  opened  upon  them  and 
continued  shelling  until  the  enemy  had  gotten  out  of  sight.  The  casu- 
alties of  the  day's  fight  was  1  wounded,  Mr.  .Tohn  M.  Todd,  shot  in  the 
liand,  at  the  bridge. 

Apprehending  no  further  danger  from  that  quarter,  but  rather  that 
the  enemy  would  concentrate  and  attack  again  on  this  side  of  the  river, 
every  preparation  was  made  to  give  him  a  warm  reception,  both  at  the 
fort  and  in  to^^Ti.  Sunday  morning,  however,  found  all  quiet,  and 
being  satisfied  that  the  siege  was  abandoned,  our  little  band  was  per- 
mitted to  rest,  having  for  forty-eight  hours  been  vigilant  and  active  at 
the  post  of  duty.  About  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  Ninth  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  Colonel  Jordan  commanding,  arrived,  and  re-enfor(!ed 
by  this  fine  body  of  men  made  me  feel  that  we  Avere  saved. 

To  you,  general,  and  to  our  worthy  Governor,  too  nuich  praise  can- 
not be  awarded  for  your  fearless  stand  at  the  outset,  and  your  iinflinch- 
ing  determination  to  defend  the  city;  and  to  your  constant  supervision 
of  matters  throughout  must  be  attributed  in  a  vast  degree  tlie  success 
I  am  now  able  to  report  to  you.  Being  at  home  on  furlough,  and  find- 
ing you,  once  my  senior  in  command  of  the  old  Twenty-second  Ken- 
tucky Infantry,  as  general  commanding  the  State  forces,  I  accepted  the 
position  you  were  pleased  to  assign  me  much  more  willingly  tlian  I 
would  have  done  under  different  cii'cumstances. 

To  those  citizens  of  the  town  and  county,  especially  to  the  Jioble  boys 
of  Peak's  Mill  Precinct,  who  promptly  responded  to  the  call  of  the  com- 
manding officer  in  the  hour  of  peril  and  clanger,  all  lionor  aiul  praise  is 
due.  To  the  gallant  youtli  of  the  town  (for  such  they  were),  who  so 
faithfully  discharged  the  duties  assigned  them,  is  due  the  thanks  of 
every  loj'al  citizen.  Never  did  veteran  soldiers  conduct  themselves 
more  nobly  than  did  the  little  band  that  defended  the  capital. 

To  Capt.  Sanford  Goin,  Sergeant  Johnson,  Mr.  Bayliss,  of  West 
Point,  Mr.  J.  B.  Gibson,  of  Cincinnati,  and  Capt.  Henry  Brown  1  am 
under  especial  obligations  for  efScient  services  in  manning  the  artillery. 

To  General  John  M.  Harlan  acknowledgments  are  rendered  for  his 
exceedingly  valuable  services  on  frequent  occasions. 

To  my  staff,  Capt.  J.  M.  Mills,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general; 
Lieuts.  J.  M.  Hewett,  jr.,  and  Yoder  Brown,  Mr.  W.  A.  Gaines,  volun- 
teer aides ;  and  Lieutenant  Ramsey,  Seventh  Kentucky  Cavalry,  I  ten- 
der my  sincere  thanks  for  the  promptness  and  correct  manner  with 
which  they  delivered  orders  intrusted  to  them,  and  the  Avillingness  dis- 
played [by]  them  to  face  any  danger. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

GEOEGE  W.  MONROE, 
Colonel  Twenty-second  Kentuclcy  Infantry,  Commanding  Forces. 

Insp.  Gen.  D.  W.  Lindsey. 


No.  12. 


Report  of  Col.  Joel  F.  Asper,   One  hundred,  and  seventy-first  Ohio  In- 
fantry. 

CoLT'MBUS,  Ohio,  June  20,  1804. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  rejwrt  to  Iieadquartcrs  Northern  De- 
partment a  full  account  of  the  march  of  luy  leginient  from  Johnson's 
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Island  into  Kentu(;ky  (General  Burbridge's  district),  Avith  an  accouut 
of  the  disastei-  which  occurred  to  it  there,  together  with  the  condition 
and  situation  of  the  field  officers,  as  well  as  the  situation  and  condition 
of  the  line  officers  and  men  since  their  capture  by  General  Morgan. 

About  8  a.  m.  June  9  instant  I  received  an  order  for  the  inarch  of  my 
regiment  to  Covington,  Ky.,  to  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  E.  H.  Hobson,  eight 
companies  being  on  Johnson's  Island  on  duty.    A  copy  of  the  order  is 
annexed,  marked  Exhibit  A.    My  orders  issued  at  once,  and  prepara- 
tions were  commenced  by  cooking  rations,  &c.    At  10.30  o'clock  I 
received  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  General  Heintzelman,  and  was 
ordered  to  march  at  once.    A  copy  of  the  dispatch  is  annexed  as  Ex- 
hibit B.    The  cooking  of  the  rations  ceased,  and  in  one  hour  and  a  half 
the  regiment  was  on  the  march.    It  was  taken  across  the  bay,  loaded, 
and  at  4  p.  m.  the  train  started  for  Cincinnati.    At  Springfield  it  was 
delayed  two  hours  waiting  for  our  baggage  and  horses,  which  had  been 
stopped  atUrbana  with  the  train  contaiuingTwenty-fourth  Ohio  Battery. 
I  arrived  at  Cincinnati  at  1  p.  m.  on  the  10th.     Here  I  was  ordered  to 
report  at  Colonel  Marker's  headquarters,  which  I  did.    I  made  requi- 
sition for  two  days'  rations  and  30,000  rounds  of  ammunition,  crossed  the 
Ohio  Eiver,  and  reported  to  General  Hobson  about  4  o'clock  of  the  10th. 
In  pursuance  of  orders  I  placed  my  command  in  light  marching  order; 
loadedit  on  the  train;  also  assisted  to  load  over  300  horses.    A  copy 
of  the  written  order  received  by  me  is  annexed  and  marked  Exhibit  C. 
When  ready  to  move  I  reported  in  person  to  General  Hobson,  and  was 
ordered  to  move  my  train  at  once,  proceed  to  Cynthiana,  and  await 
orders.    The  train  moved  about  10  p.m.    Having  heard  that  a  small 
body  of  rebels  or  guerrillas  had  been  seen  near  the  railroad  about 
twenty-five  miles  up  the  track,  I  gave  the  strictest  orders  to  guard 
against  any  surprise,  ordering  sentinels  posted  in  each  car,  the  men  to 
be  ready  with  guns  and  accouterments,  and  all  line  officers  to  remain 
with  their  commands.    We  proceeded  without  interruption  to  Keller's 
Bridge,  over  the  Licking  River,  which  is  about  one  mile  over  the  rail- 
road track  and  two  miles  by  the  dirt  road  from  Cynthiana.     The 
bridge  had  been  burned  by  Morgan's  men  two  or  three  days  before. 
On  Thursday  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-eighth  Regiment  Ohio  Na- 
tional Guard,  Colonel  Garis,  had  been  sent  up  this  railroad,  dropped 
in  detachments  along  its  line,  with  five    companies  under  Colonel 
Garis  in  Cynthiana.    This  I  had  been  advised  of.    The  train  arrived 
at  Keller's  Bridge  at  4  o'clock  in  the  moriung.    I  immediately  ordered 
my  men  out  of  the  cars,  had  them  stack  arms  on  the  left  of  the  track, 
the  ground  offering  a  good  position  for  defense.    I  had  details  made, 
and  the  rations  and  ammunition  unloaded  and  distributed,  and  our 
private  horses  taken  from  the  train.   On  getting  out  I  placed  a  picket, 
consisting  of  one  company,  on  duty,  on  the  top  of  the  hill  which  over- 
looked the  valley  and  much  of  the  country  about.    Having  taken  off  our 
regimental  stores,  and  while  the  men  were  putting  rations  and  ammuni- 
tion into  haversacks  and  cartridge-boxes,  I  then  went  to  inquire  about 
getting  off  the  Government  horses,  four  car-loads  of  which  were  on  my 
train.    I  went  back  to  the  second  train,  which  had  followed  us  closely, 
and  in  a  short  time  found  Captain  Butler,  assistant  adjutant-general  on 
General  Hobson's  staff,  who  directed  me  to  make  a  detail  of  230  men 
and  10  officers  to  mount  a  portion  of  the  horses,  and  this  detail  was  to 
get  the  horses  out  of  the  train.    I  ordered  the  detail  made,  and  the  ad- 
jutant set  about  it.    About  this  time  picket- firing  had  been  commenced 
at  the  town  in  our  advance.    I  was  also  notified  by  a  man  from  my  ad- 
vance company  that  a  large  cavalry  force  was  moving  on  our  right,    I 
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saddled  my  horse,  rode  to  the  point  of  observation,  saw  a  considerable 
force  "which  I  knew  was  rebel  cavalry.  At  this  time  tlie  serfjeaiit-major 
of  Colonel  Garis'  regiment  came  to  me  and  reported  that  Colonel  Garis 
had  been  attacked  by  1,500  of  Morgan's  cavalry;  that  he  would  hold 
the  town  as  long  as  he  could,  and  wished  me  to  come  to  his  assistance  as 
speedily  as  possible.  I  ordered  the  lieutenant-colonel  to  form  the  line, 
and  rode  back  and  reported  to  Captain  Butler.  He  directed  me  to  wait 
until  General  Hobson  shoiild  come  forward.  He  soon  came  forward. 
My  line  was  forming  in  good  style,  faced  toward  the  rebel  approach. 
By  the  time  General  Hobson  came  iip,  a  lai-ge  column  of  cavalry  was 
coming  down  the  road  toward  us,  eitlier  for  the  purpose  of  getting  be- 
tween us  and  Colonel  Garis  or  to  get  to  Colonel  Garis'  rear;  and  by 
direction  of  General  Hobson,  1  placed  two  companies,  under  command 
of  Major  Fowler,  on  a  point  of  the  hill  across  the  railroad.  These  com- 
panies opened  fire  upon  the  column  immediately  and  drove  it  back,  sev- 
eral saddles  being  emptied  at  the  first  lire.  I  had  in  my  command  690 
officers  and  men.  This  included  musicians,  hospital  attendants,  and 
all  supernumeraries.  There  were  about  100  men  of  different  detachments 
on  General  Hobsou's  ti-ain,  mostly  from  Kentucky  regiments.  These 
men  and  one  company  from  my  regiment  were  thrown  forward  as  skir- 
mishers. General  Hobson  assuming  command  of  the  whole  force,  and 
Captain  Butler,  of  the  staff,  having  charge  of  the  skirmish  line.  The 
battle  opened  about  5  o'clock  in  the  morning.  It  was  hotly  contested 
on  both  sides.  The  force  directly  opposing  us  from  the  start  was 
Colonel  Giltner's  brigade,  of  Morgan's  command,  1,500  strong,  armed 
with  the  Enfield  rifle.  This  brigade  dismounted  and  advanced  as 
infantry.  We  held  them  in  check  and  drove  them  back  twice,  and 
had  there  been  no  other  force,  we  should  have  been  the  victors  on 
the  field.  Between  11  and  12  o'clock  another  brigade  came  into  our 
rear  and  took  jjosition  in  a  wheat-field ;  besides,  another  had  flanked 
around  and  took  position  on  our  right  flank  and  rear.  This  was 
commanded  by  Colonel  Martin,  and  the  other  by  General  Morgan  in 
person.  I  made  disposition  of  my  exhausted  and  scattered  command 
to  meet  it.  I  placed  all  I  could  spare  from  my  front  line  against  a  high 
fence  to  our  rear  where  they  would  be  partially  protected  by  the  two 
fences  of  a  lane.  By  the  time  the  dispositions  could  be  made  a  flag  of 
truce  was  seen  approaching  our  lines.  I  Avas  directed  by  General  Hob- 
son to  receive  it.  I  went  out  and  met  Captain  Morgan,  of  General 
Morgan's  staff.  He  carried  a  demand  from  General  Morgan  for  our 
surrender  as  prisoners  of  war.  I  started  to  report  to  General  Hobson, 
and  on  my  way  was  summoned  to  meet  another  flag  carried  by  the 
rebel  Colonel  Martin.  I  replied  to  him  that  I  was  considering  then  a 
demand  from  General  Morgan.  I  reported  to  General  Hobson.  He 
asked  my  opinion  about  it.  I  told  him  that  I  could  hold  out  an  hour 
longer,  but  that  the  end  was  plainly  to  be  seen  unless  relief  was 
at  hand,  and  we  knew  of  none.  General  Hobson  thought  I  could  not 
hold  out  more  tlian  twenty  minutes,  or  thirty  at  most.  We  were 
unanimous  in  the  conclusion  that  from  the  exhausted  condition  of  the 
men,  having  been  fighting  six  hours  without  rest  or  water,  that  we  could 
not  hold  out  much  longer  if  attacked  vigorously  from  front,  rear,  and 
flanks,  suid  to  save  the  slaughter  that  must  ensue  from  such  an  attack 
policy  and  duty  alike  required  a  surrender.  Colonel  Garis  had  sur- 
rendered as  we  believed  more  than  four  hours  before.  No  firing  had 
been  heard  from  that  quarter  since  early  in  the  morning,  and  a  scout 
we  had  sent  to  ascertain  the  result  had  been  driven  back  by  rebel 
pickets.     1  was  then  deputed  to  arrange  the  terms  of  surrender,  which 
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I  did  with  Captain  Morgan.  The  tenns  were :  General  Hobson's  forces 
to  surrender  unconditionally  as  prisoners  of  war ;  the  officers  to  retain 
their  side-arms;  all  private  property  to  be  respected  except  horses; 
public  property  to  belong  to  the  captors.  After  General  Morgan  rode 
up  he  said  we  had  made  so  gallant  a  fight  that  we  should  all  have  our 
horses.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harmon  had  a  valuable  horse  which  Col- 
onel Martin  insisted  u])on  keeping,  and  lie  was  permitted  by  General 
Morgan  to  do  so,  but  with  this  exception  the  terms  as  modified  by 
General  Morgan  were  strictly  observed.  I  was  ordered  to  form  my 
command,  stack  arms,  and  march  them  off,  and  then  make  a  list  of 
names,  companies,  and  regiments.  Before  this  could  be  done  they  were 
ordered  away  under  a  guard,  the  field  officers  being  detained  with 
General  Hobson  and  staff. 

Our  loss  was  14  killed  and  45  wounded.  My  surgeon  stated  to  me 
on  his  way  doAvu  to  Covington  that  he  thought  our  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  would  reach  75  or  80.  I  have  no  means  of  stathig  accurately, 
having  been  separated  from  the  command  since  the  surrender.  Our 
loss  in  prisoners  is  about  500,  some  men  having  escaped. 

I  fought  my  command  as  well  as  I  could  and  to  the  best  possible  ad- 
vantage, General  Hobson  gi^ving  no  general  dii'cctions  during  the  battle 
besides  his  personal  assistance  to  keep  the  men  u]>  to  the  work.  Gen- 
eral Hobson  surrendered  only  when  to  have  held  out  longer  would  have 
been  mere  idle  bravado,  and  would  have  induced  reckless  and  whole- 
sale slaughter. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  most  of  my  officers  and 
men.  Two  or  three  ofiicers  failed  to  do  their  duty,  and  some  men 
skulked  away ;  but  no  more  than  is  usual  in  most  regiments.  Most  of 
these  men  had  never  been  under  fire,  but  they  fought  splendidly, 
coolly,  and  behaved  like  veterans. 

General  Hobson  was  cool,  brave,  and  judicious;  was  exposed  all  the 
time  to  the  rebel  fire,  and  deserves  well  of  the  Government. 

My  own  horse  was  shot  under  me  and  disabled,  and  I  had  several 
other  evidences  of  the  close  firing  of  rebel  sharpshooters,  but  escaped 
unhurt. 

The  foregoing  account  of  the  battle  of  Keller's  Bridge  is  preliminary, 
and  quite  necessary  to  a  full  understanding  of  the  anomalous  condition 
of  General  Hobson  and  staff  and  the  field  officers  of  my  regiment. 

After  the  surrender  General  Morgan  proposed  to  send  General  Hob- 
son and  staff,  together  with  the  field  officers  of  my  regiment,  out  under 
a  flag  of  truce  to  get  into  commiinication  with  the  military  authorities 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  special  exchange  of  ourselves,  and  to  secure 
an  exchange  of  our  men  for  some  of  his  own  then  held  as  prisoners  in  Ken- 
tucky ;  or  if  this  could  not  be  effected,  that  our  Government  might  be  in- 
duced to  accept  his  parole  of  them,  so  that  they  Avould  be  accounted  for 
by  the  Richmond  Government;  and  if  we  failed  to  secure  an  exchange, 
then  we  must  return  and  report  to  General  Morgan  as  prisoners.  Gen- 
eral Hobson  refused  at  first  to  go  into  the  arrangement.  After  consul- 
tation I  advised  that  it  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  our  officers  and  sol- 
diers, who  are  only  100-days'  men,  as  it  would  be  peculiarly  hard 
to  take  these  men  south  to  languish  in  Southern  prisons  for  sev- 
eral months,  and  I  believed  the  Government  would  not  permit  it.  It 
was  then  agreed  to  accept  the  proposition  of  General  Morgan.  Gen- 
eral Morgan  and  General  Hobson  agreed  vipon  the  terms  of  a  i)aper  to 
be  signed.  It  was  drawn  \ip  in  pencil  and  signed  by  us  all.  Inspector- 
General  Allen,  of  General  Morgan's  staff,  then  drew  one  in  ink,  and  in 
doing  so  added  to  it  a  general  parole.    This  we  refused  to  sign;  flrst^ 
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because  it  was  not  according  to  agreement;  and  second,  because  we 
absolutely  refused  to  accept  a  general  parole.  It  was  then  changed  as 
agreed  upon  fiist,  and  signed.  Annexed  is  a  true  copy  of  this  paper, 
marked  Exhibit  1).* 

The  paper  being  signed,  horses  obtained  ((Jeneral  Morgan  had 
ordered  a  horse  given  in e  to  replace  my  disabled  one),  with  an  ambu- 
lance for  those  who  had  no  horses,  General  Hobson's  and  staff's  horses 
being  on  the  train,  Avhicli  had  been  run  back,  thrown  from  the  track, 
and  destroyed,  we  started  for  some  point  where  cominunicatiou  could 
be  had  with  the  military  authorities  by  telegraph.  We  expected  to 
find  such  communication  at  Boyd's  Station,  on  the  Kentucky  Central 
Railroad,  but  the  operator  had  abandoned  the  station,  and  we  pro- 
ceeded to  Fahnoutli,  where  we  arrived  Sunday  evening.  Our  escort 
was  Gapt.  C.  C.  Morgan,  aide-de-camp,  and  Surgeon  Goode,  of  General 
Morgan's  staff,  Major  Ghenoweth,  of  the  line,  a  Mr.  Voorhies,  said  to 
be  a  soldier,  lately  joined  them  at  Lexington,  and  an  ambulance  driver, 
who  was  also  a  soldier.  These  men  were  Jill  armed.  Voorhies  carried 
a  iiag  of  truce  in  advance.  We  were  received  into  our  lines  at  Fal- 
mouth ;  the  rebel  officers  Avere  assigned  quarters  and  ke|)t  close.  Gen- 
eral Hobson  immediately  placed  himself  in  connnunication  with  Gen- 
eral Burbridge,  his  superior  ofticer,  commanding  the  District  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  result  is,  two  telegrams,  copies  of  which  are  annexed 
as  Exhibit  E. 

On  Friday  morning  General  Hobson  and  staff,  in  pursuance  of  said 
telegrams,  started  overland  for  Lexington  (having  first  obtained  per- 
mission to  go  that  way),  to  report  to  General  Burbridge,  taking  with 
them  the  rebel  officers  and  men,  and  myself  and  the  other  field  ofl&cers 
of  ray  regiment  came  to  Cincinnati,  as  directed  by  General  Burbridge, 
and  from  thence  I  came  on  here  to  report,  leaving  the  lieutenant-colonel 
and  major  at  Cincinnati.  The  regiment,  ■\^^th  the  line  officers,  was 
jiaroled  on  Sunday  after  the  battle  between  General  Morgan  and  Gen- 
eral Burbridge. 

Captain  Morris,  one  of  my  captains,  who  was  present  and  participated 
in  the  whole  -matter,  reports  as  follows :  On  Saturday  evening,  after  our 
surrender,  the  prisoners,  comjjrising  all  they  had  taken  at  Mount  Ster- 
ling, Lexington,  and  Cynthiana,  and  tliose  from  our  I'egiment,  about 
1,300,  were  started  off  on  the  Claysville  pike,  and  marclied  about  six 
miles.  In  the  morning-  they  were  started  rqi  asid  marched  about  ten 
miles  on  the  double-quick.  At  length  they  were  halted,  the  officers 
called  to  the  front  and  center,  and  they  were  then  offered  horses  to 
ride,  jirovided  they  would  give  their  parole  of  honor  that  they  would 
not  attempt  to  escape.  While  discussing  the  matter.  Captain  Morris 
asked  iiermission  for  an  interview  with  General  Morgan,  which  was 
granted.  Captain  Morris  stepped  to  General  Morgan  and  told  him  that 
this  treatment  was  not  according  to  the  terms  of  the  surrender.  Gen- 
eral Morgan  replied  that  he  was  aware  of  that,  but  that  circumstances 
altered  cases,  and  said  to  Captain  Morris  if  the  officers  would  agree  to 
respect  their  parole  he  would  parole  them  and  let  them  go.  Captain 
Morris  told  him  he  Avould  report  to  the_ other  officers  and  let  them  de- 
cide, which  he  did,  and  they  all  agreed"  to  accept  a  parole  and  respect 
it.  They  were  then  paroled.  A  copy  of  this  parole  is  annexed  and 
marked  Exhibit  F.  The  inspector-general  thevi  mounted  Captain  Mor- 
ris .and  compelled  him  to  ride  along  the  lines  with  him,  and  he  then 
told  the  men  they  were  paroled,  administering  to  them  some  oath,  or 
some  sort  of  obligation.    They  were  started  to  Augusta,  thence  to  Cin- 

»  See  p.  36. 
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cinnati,  and  by  your  orders  have  beeu  transferred  to  Camp  Dennison. 
Tlu^y  are  there  now  in  a  very  uncomfortable  condition;  some  have  gone 
home  (tlie  officer^  and  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-eighth  Ohio 
National  Guard  have  all  gone  home),  and  they  say,  as  reported  to  me, 
as  I  came  along,  that  they  insist  upon  being  exchanged  before  being 
sent  to  duty  again,  as  they  gave  a  solemn  oath  not  to  take  up  arms 
until  exchanged,  because  if  they  are  they  expect  to  be  murdered  if 
captured  again.  I  make  this  statement  in  their  behalf  and  ask  action 
upon  it. 

The  question  submitted,  upon  which  a  decision  of  the  Government  is 
asked,  is  whether  these  line  officers  and  men,  not  having  been  reduced 
within  the  permanent  lines  of  the  rebel  armies,  are  prisoners  of  war  at 
all;  and  whether  General  Morgan  in  letting  them  go  with  a  parole, 
however  formal,  did  not  in  fact  abandon  them,  and  they  are  thereby 
liberated.  There  may  be  some  doubt  upon  the  subject,  but  whatever 
the  strict  legal  rights  may  be  under  the  cartel,  still  I  believe  it  would  be 
policy  on  the  i)art  of  the  Government  to  accept  this  parole  and  exchange 
them  at  once,  in  order  that  they  be  again  put  into  the  field.  It  will 
place  them  in  a  condition  to  go  to  duty  more  willingly  and  heartily, 
and  not  with  the  fear  that  if  again  captured  they  would  be  murdered. 
They  have  yet  about  two  months  and  a  half  to  serve.  General  Hobson 
and  staff  and  the  field  oificers  are  under  a  different  obligation.  Their 
parole  binds  them  to  return  if  a  special  exchange  cannot  be  effected. 
They  were  treated  with  kindness  and  courtesy  and  do  not  desire  or 
wish  to  violate  their  pledge.  Although  the  proposition  came  from  Gen- 
eral Morgan,  yet  it  was  for  our  benefit,  for  if  not  accepted  we  would  have 
been  mounted  on  fresh  horses  and  run  into  Genei'al  Branch's  [Vance's  1 J 
lines  as  soon  as  possible.  Tliis  they  told  us  after  it  had  been  arranged. 
If  the  principle  of  the  cartel  that  we  were  not  reduced  to  possession 
within  the  permanent  lines  of  the  army  liberates  us,  we  desire  that  the 
Government  assume  the  responsibility  of  so  deciding  and  then  to  pro- 
tect us.  I  would  beg  the  authorities  to  consider  thoroughly,  first,  the 
point  whether  the  agreement  partly  executed  is  not  equivalent  to  being 
reduced  to  j)ossession;  whether  in  fact  it  was  not  such  reduction  of 
possession  as  to  bring  us  within  the  provisions  of  the  cartel.  But  in 
either  case  we  are  not  to  decide,  and  it  will  be  for  us  to  act  as  the  au- 
thorities shall  order.  The  arrangement  was  made  in  good  faith  and  we 
desire  it  carried  out.  I  Avould  beg  to  ask  the  Government  to  be  liberal 
in  their  action  u])on  this  matter,  as  well  as  in  the  construction  of  the 
rules  of  war  under  Avhich  it  must  be  decided.  We  have  fought  hard 
and  bravely,  and  to  some  purpose,  too,  as  a  short  statement  will  show. 

General  Morgan  had  planned  to  sweep  down  the  Licking  Eiver 
Valley,  plunder  as  he  went,  ride  into  Covington,  plunder  and  burn  it, 
then  turn  the  guns  of  the  fortifications  upon  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  shell 
it  until  he  was  satisfied,  then  turn  up  the  Ohio  and  ride  out  of  the 
State  via  Maysville  and  Pound  Gap.  He  had  burned  the  bridges  at 
Paris  and  Cynthiana  to  prevent  troops  following  him  on  the  railroad; 
he  had  made  a  feint  upon  Frankfort,  to  draw  off  General  Burbridge, 
which  he  partially  succeeded  .in  doing.  He  had  fresh  horses,  was 
twenty-four  hours  the  start,  with  no  force  at  Covington,  and  none  on 
the  line  of  march  except  ours.  Our  fight  was  so  obstinate  and  pro- 
tracted that  the  fighting,  taking  care  of  his  killed  and  wounded  and 
the  prisoners,  detained  him  until  General  Burbridge  could  come  up. 
The  rebel  officers  admitted  that  this  was  General  Morgan's  plan,  and 
that  they  had  been  checked  in  the  execution  by  our  fight.    General 
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Burbridge  was  able  in  a  short  and  decisive  flght  to  completely  rout 
General  Morgan's  forces  so  tliat  they  were  compelled  to  fly  the  State  in 
a  scattered  condition.  We  beg  to  be  allowed  to  believe  that  we  have,  by 
otir  sacrifice,  rendered  the  Government  and  onr  own  State  some  service, 
and  ask  to  have  these  questions  considered  fairly,  and  to  be  liberally 
and  fairly  dealt  with  by  our  Government. 

I  have  the  honor,  captain,  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  ASPEE, 
Golotiel  IVtst  Regiment  Ohio  National  Guard. 

Capt.  C.  n.  POTTEK, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Northern  Department,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

[lucloaurca.] 

Exhibit  A. 

Special  Orders,  ^  Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces 

>  Johnson's  Island  and  Sandusky, 

No.  124.  )  Johnson's  Island,  Ohio,  June  9, 1864. 

******* 

5.  Pursuant  to  orders  from  Major-General  Heintzelman,  commanding 
Northern  Department,  Col.  J.  F.  Asper  will  immediately  prepare  so 
much  of  his  regiment  (the  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Ohio  National 
Guard)  as  remains  at  this  j)Ost,  to  move  by  rail  from  Sandusky  to  Cov- 
ington, Ky.,  via  Cincinnati,  and  will,  at  Covington,  report  to  Brig.  Gen. 
E.  H.  Hobson  for  duty.  The  regiment  will  take  camp  and  garrison 
equipage  and  four  days'  cooked  rations,  and  be  in  every  way  prepared 
for  field  service.  It  wiU  take  tents  of  a  new  issue  from  Capt.  L.  M. 
Brooks,  assistant  quartermaster.  The  regiment  will  be  ready  to  leave 
this  post  at  3  o'clock  this  afternoon,  and  will  turn  over  to  Captain 
Brooks,  assistant  quartermaster,  aud  leave  its  tents  and  quarters  now 
in  use  standing,  and  in  as  perfect  condition  as  thej"^  are  now  in.  Capt. 
L.  M.  Brooks,  assistant  quartermaster,  will  furnish  transportation,  to 
be  ready  at  the  earliest  moment  possible. 

By  command  of  Col.  Charles  W.  Hill : 

A.  N.  MEAD, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Exhibit  B. 

Columbus,  June  8, 1864. 
(Eeceived  Sandusky,  Ohio,  8.30  a.  m.  9th.) 

Col.  Charles  W.  Hill, 

Commanding  Johnson's  Islund  : 
Have  the  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Ohio,  Colonel  Asper,  ready 
for  field  service  at  a  moment's  notice.    The  service  will  be  temporary. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

Exhibit  C. 

Covington,  Ky.,  June  10, 1864. 

Colonel  Asper, 

One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Ohio : 
Move  at  once  with  your  regiment  on  to  Cynthiaua,  on  the  train. 
Eeport  in  person,  or  by  an  officer,  when  you  are  about  to  start. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Hobson : 
^  J.  S.  BUTLEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Exhibit  E.* 

Lexington,  June  14, 1864. 

(Koceived  lotli.) 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  H.  Hobson  : 

The  general  commanding  considers  no  officers  and  men  prisoners  of 
war  except  such  as  Morgan  retained  and  took  off  witli  him,  and  directs 
that  you  and  your  staff  report  here  for  duty  as  soon  as  practicable,  and 
that  the  three  rebel  officers  be  held  as  prisoners. 

J.  BATES  DICKSON. 

Lexington,  June  15, 18(>4. 

(Keceived  ICth.) 
General  E.  H.  Hobson  : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  yourself  and  staff'  and  Lient.  J. 
W.  Arnett,  Fifty-second  Kentucky,  come  here  via  Loiiisville,  and  bring 
■with  you  the  rebel  officers  and  privates  as  i^risoners  of  war.  The  Ohio 
100-day s'  officers  had  better  go  to  Cincinnati. 

J.  BATES  DICKSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Exhibit  F. 

Near  Claysville,  Ky.,  Jtme  13, 1864. 
We,  the  undersigned  officers  of  the  Army  of  tlie  United  States,  hav- 
ing been  captured  by  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan,  of  the  C.  S.  Army, 
do  hereby  give  our  parole  of  honor  not  to  eugage  in  military  service 
against  the  Confederate  States  until  duly  exchanged  for  officers  of 
equal  rank. 
Witness  : 

B.  H.  Allen, 

Insiwetor- General,  Morgun''s  Cavalry. 


No.  13. 


Report  of  Capt.  Kichard  0.  Swindler,  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Ohio 

Infantry. 

Hdqks.  171st  Eegiment  Ohio  National  Guard, 

Cincinnati,  June  14, 1864. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  detachment  of  the  One 
hun<lred  and  seventy-first  Kegiment  Ohio  National  Guard,  consisting  of 
all  the  companies  except  Com])anies  E  and  K,  and  containing  about  500 
men,  left  Covington,  pursuant  to  order  fi'oni  department  headquarters, 
on  tlie  evening  of  the  10th  instant,  under  command  of  Col.  J.  F.Asper, 
for  Oynthiaua,  at  which  place,  the  detachment  arrived  on  the  morning 
of  the  11th  at  3  o'clock,  or  rather  at  Keller's  Bridge,  which  had  been 
burned,  and  is  some  mile  and  a  half  north  of  Cynthiaua.  Between  4 
and  5  o'clock  sharp  firing  was  heard  from  the  direction  of  Cynthiana, 
which  continuing  for  some  time,  the  command  at  Keller's  Bridge  was 
formed,  under  direction  of  Colonel  Asper,  and  very  soon  after  the  enemy 
was  seen  approaching  in  some  force  mounted,  and  Avere  fired  ui)on,  and 

*  Vox  Eibibit  D,  soc  p.  36. 
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they  fell  back.  About  this  time  General  Hobsoii  took  command  and  fur- 
ther disposition  of  the  forces  was  made.  Not  far  from  7  o'clock  the  enemy 
appeared  in  large  force  west  of  tlie  position  occupied  by  us;  they  dis- 
mounted and  advanced  upon  us  with  loud  yells,  opening  a  fierce  aud  well 
sustained  fire,  and  were  resolutely  met  by  our  troops  and  held  at  bay. 
After  a  contest  of  considerable  duration,  the  enemy  having  partially 


without  lull  through  the  whole  length  of  our  front,  until  between  11  and 
12  o'clock,  the  combatants  on  both  sides  taking  cover  as  much  as  the 
ground  would  alloAv.  Several  attempts  were  made  to  turn  our  left  flank, 
every  one  of  which  failed,  and  after  the  last  attempt  the  enemy  retired 
rapidly  and  in  disorder.  Large  forces  of  cavalry  had  been  seen  passing 
over  the  hills  in  different  directions,  and  fearing  an  attempt  to  get  in 
our  rear  General  [Hobson]  had  ordered  small  parties  to  protect  the 
two  fords,  one  to  the  left  and  one  to  the  right  of  our  rear,  but  soon  after 


front.  A  flag  of  truce  was  then  sent  in,  and  terms  of  surrender  were 
oflered  and  accepted;  the  ofiicers  to  retain  their  side-arms, and  private 
property  of  the  soldiers  to  be  respected.  General  Hobson  and  staff, 
Colonel  Asper,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harmon,  and  Major  Fowler  started 
with  a  flag  of  truce,  under  escort,  to  counnunicate  with  general  com- 
manding department  touching  exchange  of  ofiicers  and  parole  of  men, 
since  which  nothing  has  been  heard  of  the  party  by  the  undersigned, 
excepting  newspaper  reports.  After  the  surrender  many  of  the  arms 
were  burned  on  the  field  by  order  of  Morgan  as  worthless,  and  the 
others  put  into  the  hands  of  his  unarmed  recuniits.  The  line  officers  and 
men  were  marched  to  town,  where  the  afternoon  was  spent  in  prepara- 
tions for  paroling  the  prisoners,  name,  and  descriptive  lists  being  pre- 
pared, &c.  In  the  evening  we  were  marched  out  of  town,  together  Avith 
those  of  other  commands  previously  taken,  and  turned  into  an  open 
field  without  food  and  but  few  blankets.  The  night  was  very  chilly, 
and  on  Sunday  morning  we  were  marched  out  on  the  Augusta  road, 
taking  our  line  of  march  by  4  o'clock.  We  were  made  to  double-quick, 
miles  in  succession,  fording  Licking  River,  at  Claysville,  waistdeep,  and 
smaller  streams  many  times.  Blankets,  shoes,  and  all  impediments 
were  thro\vn  away,  and  with  bleeding  feet  many  of  the  prisoners  con- 
tinued to  march  only  because  threatened  with  death  if  they  fell  out. 
Having  reached  a  distance  of  perhaps  twenty-odd  miles,  by  the  route 
taken,  and. still  without  a  morsel  of  food,  the  ofiicers  were  told  by 
Morgan  if  they  would  accept  a  parole  tor  themselves  and  men  he 
would  grant  it;  if  not,  he  would  parole  the  men  aud  take  the  ofiicers 
with  [him]  to  liichmond  or  other  j)oiut  in  the  Cf)nfederacy — mounted, 
if  they  would  give  the  parole  of  honor  not  to  escape;  on  foot,  aud  at 
double-quick,  if  they  would  not  give  such  parole.  The  line  ofttccrs 
present,  consisting  of  all  who  had  been  in  the  fight,  except  Lieuten- 
ant Earl,  of  Company  I,  accepted  the  parole  for-  themselves  and  men. 
The  men  were  also  sworn  not  to  bear  arms  agaiust  the  Southern  Con- 
federacy, or  do  other  military  service,  till  exchanged  or  released  from 
parole,  under  the  penalty  of  death.  They  did  not  sign  any  paper.  A 
copy  of  the  parole  taken  by  the  ofiicers  is  herewith  transmitted.*    The 

~~~  *See  p.  62.  " 
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whole  number  of  paroled  men  and  officers  belonging  to  the  One  hun- 
dred and  seventy-first  Eegiment  is  about  400,  but  the  undersigned  can 
not  state  accurately  now  for  want  of  reports.  A  descriptive  list  was 
not  furnished  General  Morgan,  but  the  names  of  the  men  were  given 
him.  After  being  paroled  the  men  were  some  twenty-two  miles  from 
Augusta  on  the  pike,  on  which  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  way  stone 
had  been  newly  broken  and  was  so  sharp  as  to  cut  shoes.  The  coun- 
try had  been  entirely  stripped  of  food,  the  men  had  eaten  little,  many 
nothing  since  Friday  evening,  their  clothing  insuflicient,  and  the 
undersigned  being  senior  captain,  ])ut  in  command  by  Colonel  Asper 
immediately  after  surrender,  thought  best  to  reach  Augusta  by  the 
night  of  the  12th.  This  was  done  by  dark,  the  men  having  marched 
on  that  day  over  forty  miles,  though  unused  to  marching,  being  com- 
posed of  farmers,-  merchants,  clerks,  lawyers,  &c.  A  few  horses  were 
procured  on  which  were  carried  those  unable  to  walk.  The  citizens  of 
Augusta  had  no  notice  of  our  coming,  but  supplied  our  wants  to  their 
utmost  ability,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant,  by  my  order, 

captain  of  the  steam-boat with  two  barges  brought  us  to  this 

place,  where  we  arrived  in  the  afternoon,  the  men  exhausted  and  faint- 
ing. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  the  fight  at  Keller's  Bridge  was  13  men 
kiUed  and  50  wounded,  many  of  them  very  seriously,  some  of  whom 
have  since  died.  Not  over  400  were  in  the  battle,  and  if  portions  of 
other  commands  were  engaged  with  us  it  escaped  the  notice  of  the 
undersigned. 

It  would  not  become  me  perhaps  to  say  much  as  to  the  conduct  of 
the  troops  or  the  manner  in  which  they  Avere  handled,  but  I  saw  no  rea- 
son to  complain  of  either.  The  regiment  was  armed  badly,  many  of 
the  pieces  failing  to  reach  the  enemy  at  all ;  very  many  became  useless 
early;  while  they  had  many  very  fine  guns — short  Enfield  rifles,  Spencer 
rifles,  &c. 

The  number  actually  engaged  with  us  was  not  less  than  1,200  to  1,500, 
supported  by  as  many  more.  Morgan  acknowledged  a  loss  of  74  killed 
and  wounded  at  KeUer's  Bridge,  but  from  the  number  of  wounded 
carried  from  the  field,  seen  by  me  and  many  of  our  men  after  the  battle, 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  his  loss  exceeded  the  number  given. 

I  have  received  no  written  orders  since  I  took  command,  except  one 
to  report  to  Camp  Dennison  immediately.  What  orders  Colonel  Asper 
received  while  in  command  I  do  not  know,  as  I  have  no  information 
upon  the  subject. 

Kespectfally  submitted. 

E.  O.  SWINDLER, 
Captain,  Comdg.  171st  Regiment  Ohio  National  Quard. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  P.  Heintzelman, 

Commanding  Department, 


No.  14. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  II.  Morgan,  C.  8.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Mokgan's  Command,  Dept.  op  East  Tennessee, 

Russell  Old  Court-House,  May  31, 1864. 
General  :  While  General  Buckner  was  in  command  of  this  depart- 
ment instructions  were  given  me  by  him  to  strike  a  blow  at  the  enemy 
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ill  the  State  of  Kentucky.  As  I  was  ou  the  eve  of  departure  to  execute 
this  object  the  rapid  movement  of  the  enemy  from  the  Kanawha  Valley 
in  the  direction  of  the  Tennessee  railroad  rendered  it  necessary  that  I 
should  remain  with  my  command  and  co-operate  with  the  other  forces 
here  for  the  protection  of  the  public  interests  of  this  section.  Since  the 
rei)ulse  of  the  enemy  I  have  obtained  the  consent  of  General  Jones  to 
carry  out  the  original  plan  agreed  upon  between  General  Buckner  and 
myself.  I  start  upon  the  expedition  to-day,  and  I  forward  this  com- 
munication that  the  authorities  may  be  informed  as  to  my  plans,  &c. 

I  have  just  received  reliable  information  froiu  my  scouts  in  Kentucky 
that  General  Hobson  left  Mount  Sterling  on  the  23d  instant  with  six 
regiments  of  cavalry  (about  3,000  strong)  for  Louisa,  on  the  Sandy. 
This  force  he  has  collected  from  all  the  different  garrisons  in  Middle 
and  Southeastern  Kentucky.  At  Louisa  there  is  aTU)tlier  force  of  about 
2,500  cavalrj',  under  the  (iolonel  of  a  Michigan  regiment,*  recently  sent 
to  that  vicinity.  It  is  the  reported  design  of  General  Ilobson  to  unite 
with  this  and  co-operate  with  Generals  Averell  and  Crook  in  another 
movement  upon  the  salt-works  and  lead-mines  of  Southwestern  Vir- 
ginia. Generals  Averell  and  Crook  have  established  themselves  in 
Mercer  County,  Va.,  and  are  awaiting,  I  understand,  the  arrival  of  this 
force  for  a  combined  movement  upon  the  works  iiidicated  by  three 
different  lines  of  approach.  This  information  has  determined  me  to 
move  at  once  into  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  thus  divert  the  plans  of 
the  enemy  by  initiating  a  movement  within  his  own  lines.  My  force 
will  be  about  2,200  men.  I  will  move  through  Pound  Gap,  detach 
a  portion  of  my  command  to  demonstrate  toward  the  enemy  at  Louisa, 
with  instructions  to  join  me  in  the  interior,  while  I  will  with  my 
main  force  strike  for  Lexington  and  Frankfort.  I  will  destroy  as 
much  of  the  Covington  and  Lexington  Eailroad  as  will  not  retard  a 
rapid  movement,  and  immediately  push  toward  the  Louisville  and 
Frankfort  and  Louisville  and  Nashville  roads.  Both  these  roads  I  Avill 
damage  as  far  as  the  inactivity  of  the  enemy  will  permit.  There  will 
be  nothing  in  the  State  to  retard  my  progress  except  a  few  scattered 
provost  guards.  I  expect  to  be  pursued  by  the  force  at  Louisa.  I  Avill 
avoid  contact  Avith  this  and  make  my  way  back  into  the  department 
south  of  the  Kentucky  liiver,  and  through  some  of  the  passes  in  the 
Cumberland  Mountains  between  Pound  and  Cumberland  Gaps.  If 
pursued  too  strongly  to  admit  this  I  will  turn  southward  toward  some 
of  the  passes  between  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  and  make  my  way  back 
through  East  Tennessee.  By  the  latest  information  there  is  only  a 
small  garrison  of  the  enemy  in  Bast  Tennessee.  If  I  And  this  to  be 
true,  and  the  movement  practicable,  I  will  endeavor  to  destroy  the  road 
between  Knoxville  and  Chattanooga.  I  make  known  these  plans  to 
yon  in  order  that  the  Government  may  at  this  critical  juncture  be  ad- 
vised of  every  movement  of  troops,  both  within  our  own  and  the  ene- 
my's lines.  ,  ■,.  ^  ^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  MOEGAN, 

Brigadier-General. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

•  Reference  is  to  Col.  Simeon  B.  Brown,  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry. 
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[First  indorsement.] 


Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States, 

June  10,  1864. 
EespectfuUy  returned. 

It  is  a  most  uulbrtuuate  Avithdrawal  of  forces  from  an  important  posi- 
tion at  a  very  critical  moment. 

EllAXTON  BKAGG, 

General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

June  10, 18G4. 

Noted.    Unfortunately,  1  see  no  remedy  for  this  movement  now. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

iiecretary. 

Headquarters  Morgan's  Cavalry, 

Cynthiana,  June  11, 1864. 

Sir  :  Shortly  after  my  last  communication  I  entered  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, via  Pound  Gap,  driving  a  force  of  500  of  the  enemy  from  that 
point,  causing  them  to  burn  all  their  commissary  and  quartermaster's 
stores.  Moved  on  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  arrived  at  Mount  Sterling 
on  the  8th  instant,  completely  .suqjrisiug  a  force  of  the  enemy,  who, 
however,  fought  us  stubbornly  for  some  time,  but  at  length  Avere  driven 
from  the  field,  my  force  capturing  all  their  camp  equipage,  transporta- 
tion, &c.,  with  supplies,  and  about  380  prisoners.  Eemaiued  one  day 
and  moved  on  Lexington.  Attacked  the  city  about  2  a.  m.  and  cap- 
tured that  place,  with  horses  enough  to  mount  my  entire  command. 
After  burning  the  Government  stables,  depot,  &c.,  moved,  via  George- 
town, to  Cynthiana,  at  which  place  I  arrived  this  morning  and  met 
a  force  under  the  notorious  Colonel  Berry.  After  a  brisk  engage- 
ment the  enemy  took  shelter  in  the  houses,  and  I  was  forced  to  burn  a 
large  portion  of  the  town.  The  enemy  to  the  number  of  400  soon  sur- 
rendered. Colonel  Berry  was  killed.  At  2  o'clock  heard  that  the  en- 
emy, under  General  Hobson,  were  advancing,  and  although  almost  out 
of  ammunition  determined  to  meet  him.  After  a  short  skirmish  sur- 
rounded and  captured  his  entire  brigade,  numbering  2,000  men,  himself 
and  staff,  3  railroad  trains,  with  baggage  and  horses,  &c.  I  am  now 
making  arrangements  to  parole  the  prisoners.  Fear  if  attacked  be- 
fore I  can  obtain  ammunition  to  tit  my  guns  that  1  will  have  to  fall 
back.  (The  enemy  are  armed  Avith  the  old  musket,  mine  being  Enfield.) 
Up  to  date  Major  Chenoweth  has  destroyed  the  railroad  between  Lex- 
ington and  Boyd's  Statioii,  on  the  Kentucky  Central  Eailroad ;  Captain 
Jenkins  the  railroad  between  Louisville  and  Frankfort;  Captain  Cooper 
taken  the  fortifications  around  Frankfort,  and  Captain  Everett  taken 
Maysville.  All  is  working  avcU.  The  people  are  ready  and  anxious  to 
strike  for  the  South  if  they  can  be  supported.  My  only  fear  is  that  my 
ammunition  will  fail. 

G  p.  M. 
Since  the  above  I  learn  that  the  force  Avhich  entered  Virginia  under 
General  Burbridge  to  attack  tlie  salt-works  and  lead-mines  has  re- 
turned and  is  moving  to  attack  me. 

JNO.  II.  MOKGAN, 
BrUjadier-  General,  Coimnandinp, 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Insiyector  General, 
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[First  inilorscinent.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gkneeal's  Office, 

July  2^1804. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistmit  Adjutant-  General. 

[Second  imlorsemuut.] 

July  4,  1864. 
Adjutant-General  : 

Have  you  any  intelligence  that  the  foice  under  General  Burbridge 
has  actually  crossed  the  niouutaius  or  entered  Virginia? 

J.  A.  S. 

[Tliii'il  iuilursuiiu-.iit.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

July  6',  1864. 
KespectfuUy  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
No  intelligence  of  General  Burbridge's  movements  has  been  received 
at  this  office. 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee, 

AUngdon,  Va.,  July  20,  1864. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
recent  operations  of  my  command  in  the  State  of  Kentucky: 

Early  in  the  spring  i  received  permission  from  General  Buckner,  who 
was  then  in  command  of  the  Department  of  East  Tennessee,  to  strike  a 
blow  at  the  enemy  in  Kentucky  so  soon  as  my  couunaud  could  be 
organized  and  ])ut  in  condition  to  stand  the  trip.  One-half  of  them 
Avere  dismounted,  having  escape<l  from  Nttrtheru  prisons  and  made  tlieir 
Avay  back  into  our  lines. 

In  the  latter  jiart  of  May  my  scouts,  who  were  in  the  State,  brought 
me  intelligence  that  a  large  force  of  cavalry,  with  artillery,  were  moving 
in  the  direction  of  Pound  Gap ;  that  another  force  ■was  to  move  from 
Louisa,  and  both  commands  to  concentrate  at  the  mouth  of  Mud  Creek; 
from  that  point,  under  command  of  General  Burbridge,  to  move  upon 
the  saline- works  and  lead-mines  of  Southwest  Vii'gini-i.  (For  further 
information  as  to  the  strength  and  intentions  of  the  enemy,  I  refer  you 
to  the  inclosed  papers,  marked  A,  B,  0,  and  I).  The  papers  only  relate 
to  General  Hobson's  division.  The  strength  of  the  other  division  is  not 
known.)  After  the  destruction  of  those  works  to  move  east  u])ou  the 
raili'oad  and  join  General  Hunter.  This  informaticni  I  imi)arted  to  you 
by  letter  of  date  31st  of  May,  Avritten  from  Russell  Old  Court- House,  a 
coi^y  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed.*  After  consulting  with  General  W. 
E.  Jones,  who  was  then  commanding  department,  it  was  de(;ided  that  I 
should  move  at  once  into  Kentucky  and  gain  the  lear  of  the  forces  who 
were  moving  in  this  direction,  believing  the  small  force  I  commanded 
could  offer  but  a  feeble  resistance  in  their  front,  and  that  they  could  not 

*  Sue  p.  64. 
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possibly  allow  me  to  remain  in  their  rear  without  giving-  pursuit,  and 
thus  being  diverted  from  their  raid  in  this  direction. 

On  the  1st  of  June  my  advance  was  met  by  a  force  of  the  enemy  twelve 
miles  this  side  of  Pound  Gap,  being  the  advance  of  the  Federal  forces, 
who  were  moving  in  this  direction.   Wedrovethembackrapidly  before  us, 
and  succeeded  in  remounting  some  of  the  dismounted  men  upon  horses 
that  were  taken  upon  the  gap,  which  point  was  gained  just  at  night-fall. 
I  ordered  a  detachment  of  men  under  Captain  Jenkins  to  follow  the 
enemy,  who  retreated  in  the  direction  of  Piketon,  and  moved  next  morn- 
ing upon  a  by-road  that  runs  parallel  with  the  Piketon  and  Mount 
Sterling  rotul,  determining,  if  possible,  to  reach  Mount  Sterling  (their 
principal  depot  of  supplies  in  Eastern  Kentucky)  before  the  force  under 
General  Burbridge  could  move  to  my  front.    As  he  was  encumbered 
with  artillery  I  felt  confident  that  I  could  do  so.     A  scout  was  ordered 
to  keep  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  watch  his  progress,  and  report  by  courier 
to  me  on  the  road.    We  moved  from  twenty-two  to  twenty-seven  miles 
per  day,  the  disDiounted  men  making  that  distance  over  mountain  passes 
that  troops  had  never  traveled  before.    Upon  morningof  the  7th  Captain 
Jenkins,  with  fifty  men,  was  detached  to  destroy  railroad  bridges  upon 
the  Frankfort  and  Louisville  road,  to  prevent  re-enforcements  being 
sent  from  Indiana  to  Lexing-ton;  Major  Chenoweth,  with  fifty  men,  to 
destroy  railroad  between  Paris  and  Covington  upon  Lexington  and  Cov- 
ington Eailroad,  to  prevent  re-enforcements  from  Ohio;  Captain  Everett, 
with  100  men,  to  move  upon  Maysville  and  threaten  Covington;  Cap- 
tain Jacksoji,  with  a  company,  to  cut  communication  between  Mount 
Sterling  and  Paris,  and  Captain  Jones,  commanding  advance  guard,  to 
move  around  Mount  Sterling,  getting  between  Winchester  and  Lexing- 
ton, and  cut  coinmunication  both  by  telegraph  and  courier  from  Mount 
Sterling  to  Lexington  (Lexington  being  the  great  depot  of  supplies,  I 
wished  to  cut  it  off  entirely  from  all  points).     These  detachments 
moved  night  and  day  through  the  country  and  by-paths,  and  reached 
their  points  at  the  time  ordered.    The  bridges  upon  Benson,  near 
Frankfort,  were  destroyed  at  the  same  time  with  those  near  Cynthiana. 
My  command  reached  Mount  Sterling,  at  daylight  on  the  morningof 
the  8th,  and  after  a  sharp  engagement  captured  the  entire  Federal 
force  (380),  together  with  a  large  quantity  of  stores  and  a  large  number 
of  wagons  and  teams.    I  moved  directly  toward  Lexington  with  one 
brigade,  leaving  Colonel  Giltner  to  destroy  stores  and  mount  the  dis- 
mounted men  upon  the  captured  horses,  and  then  join  me  at  Lexing- 
ton, it  being  necessary  to  reach  that  point  before  re-enlbrcements  could 
be  thrown  there  by  the  enemy. 

The  forces  under  Generals  Burbridge  and  Hobson,  who  were  at  Pound 
Gap  and  Mud  Creek,  finding  that  the  State  was  invaded,  immediately 
gave  up  their  intended  expedition  into  Virginia  and  pursued  my  com- 
mand. They  reached  Mount  Sterling  at  daylight  on  the  9th,  having 
marched  ninety  miles  in  twenty-four  hours.  They  immediately  at- 
tacked the  forces  at  that  jdace  under  Colonels  Giltner  and  Martin,  and 
after  a  severe  engagement  were  repulsed  with  heavy  loss  upon  both  sides. 
My  entire  command  was  then  withdrawn  upon  Lexington,  which 
place  we  entered  at  daydawn  on  the  10th  after  a  slight  engagement. 
We  burned  here  the  Government  depot  and  stables,  captured  2,000  U. 
S.  horses  found  in  the  stables,  and  about  5,000  magnificent  horses  that 
had  been  sent  from  the  country  for  protection.  My  entire  command 
was  then  elegantly  mounted,  and  the  greater  portion  were  clothed  and 
shod  (something  they  stood  sadly  in  need  of).  After  securing  the  pris- 
oners (about  200)  my  command  moved  to  Georgetown.    Captain  Cooper, 
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with  a  detachment,  was  ordered  to  Frankfort  to  make  a  reconnais- 
sance, and  if  possible  to  take  one  of  the  fortilicationa,  which  order  he 
carried  out  with  great  gallantry. 

Learning  that  a  force  of  the  enemy  were  at  Cynthiana,  I  moved  at 
once  in  that  direction,  which  place  was  reached  at  daylight  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  11th,  and  after  a  severe  light  succeeded  in  capturing  the  gar- 
rison, but  not  until  a  great  portion  of  the  city  had  been  burned.  The 
Federals  took  shelter  in  the  houses,  and  the  only  alternative  (as  we  had 
no  artillery)  was  to  iire  them.  About  400  prisoners  were  taken  at  this 
pla«e.  Colonel  Giltner,  with  the  First  Brigade,  met  a  brigade  of  the 
enemy  below  town  under  General  Hobson,  and  engaged  them  several 
hours.  Taking  command  of  Major  Cassell's  battalion  in  person,  I  ma- 
neuvered it  so  as  to  get  in  their  rear,  when  the  entire  command  (1,500) 
surrendered  without  further  resistance.  General  Hobson  when  I  passed 
through  Pound  Gap  was  in  command  of  one  of  the  divisions  of  General 
Burbridge,  near  Piketon,  Ky.  He  left  his  forces  under  General  Bur- 
bi-idge,  passed  down  Sandy  River  by  boat,  and  through  Oliioto  Cincin- 
nati by  rail ;  there  he  was  given  this  fine  brigade.  Putting  his  men  and 
horses  upon  three  trains  he  steamed  away  to  Cynthiana.  All  three  of 
the  trains  were  wrecked,  and  my  command  provided  themselves  with 
what  equipments  they  required,  burned  the  trains,  and  destroyed  1,500 
stand  of  muskets. 

General  Hobson  and  staif  were  sent  at  their  ovm  request  under  flag 
of  truce  to  Cincinnati  to  try  and  arrange  with  General  Heintzelman 
for  an  exchange.  If  an  exchange  could  not  be  affected,  to  report  to  me 
in  Virginia.  Major  Chenoweth,  Surgeon  Goode,  and  C.  C.  Morgan 
accompanied  the  flag.  These  officers  I  understand  are  held  as  prisoners 
of  war  by  the  Federal  authorities. 

The  next  morning  (12th  instant)  we  were  attacked  by  5,200  infantry, 
cavalry,  and  artillery,  under  General  Burbridge.  My  command  engaged 
did  not  exceed  1,200  men,  as  a  large  detail  had  to  be  made  to  guard 
])risoners  and  protect  wagon  train,  and  also  detachments  destroying  the 
two  lines  of  railroad,  which  was  all-important.  My  troops  behaved 
with  great  gallantry  and  stubbornly  contested  every  foot  of  ground. 
Finding  in  a  short  time  we  would  be  completely  enveloped  by  the  enemy, 
and  our  ammunition  almost  entirely  exhausted,  I  ordered  Colonels  Gilt- 
ner and  Smith,  commanding  brigades,  to  fall  back  upon  the  Augusta 
road.  The  prisoners  had  been  sent  in  that  direction  the  night  previous. 
After  marching  them  fifteen  miles  the  officers  and  men  Avere  paroled, 
numbering  2,500.  I  moved  through  Flemingsburg  and  West  Liberty 
and  reached  Abingdon  20th  of  June. 

1  have  lost,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  about  80  killed,  125  wounded, 
and  150  captured  and  missing.  The  recruits  enlisted  in  Kentucky, 
however,  will  fully  make  up  this  deficit,  and  my  command  will  be  as 
strong  as  when  I  first  entered  the  State. 

The  result  of  the  expedition  may  be  summed  up  as  follows : 

First.  The  defeat  of  the  enemy's  plans  for  the  capture  of  tlio  salt- 
works and  lead-mines  of  Southwest  Virginia. 

Second.  The  remounting  of  900  dismounted  cavalrymen  with  horses, 
equipments,  &c.,  at  the  expense  of  the  enemy;  the  exchange  of  about 
the  same  number  of  broken-down  horses  for  fresh  ones;  the  capture  of 
sufficient  clothing  and  shoes  to  supply  the  immediate  wants  of  my  com- 
mand, and  the  destruction  of  about  $2,000,000  worth  of  property  of  the 
U.  S.  Government. 

Third.  The  breaking  up  temporarily  of  the  enemy's  negro  recruiting 
"operations  in  Middle  and  Eastern  Kentucky,  and  the  discovery  on  the 
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part  of  the  people  of  an  almost  unanimous  sentiment  of  sympathy  with 
oixr  cause,  and  which  promises  much  suiiport  to  any  advance  of  our 
troops  in  the  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

JNO.  H.  MOEGAN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
General  S.  OooPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va. 

[Indorseiiient.] 

AlTGXJST  19,  18G4. 

Eespectfally  referred  to  General  Bragg,  who  will  be  interested  to  see 
this  full  and  revised  report  by  General  Morgan  of  his  last  expedition 
into  Kentucky. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary. 

[Iiiclosure  A.] 

Headquarters  District  op  Kentucky, 

Mouth  of  Beaver,  June  3,  1864. 
General  E.  H.  HoBSON, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
General  :  I  am  directed  by  General  Burbridge  to  forward  to  you  the 
following  letter  of  instructions:  Early  on  the  morning  of  June  5  (Sun- 
day) the  whole  of  the  command  present,  except  the  Third  Brigade 
(Colonel  Hanson),  will  advance  by  the  Piketon  road  at  such  rate  as  to 
reach  Pouiid  Gap  by  Monday  evening,  June  6.    Colonel  Hanson  will 
proceed  with  his  command,  including  the  artillery  (six  pieces),  by  the 
Beaver  Creek  road,  and  will  meet  the  rest  of  the  command  at  INmnd 
Gap  Monday,  June  6.    No  men  will  be  left  but  those  exempted  by  the 
brigade  surgeons  for  disability  or  sickness,  and  the  dismounted  men 
wbo  will  act  as  guard  to  the  stores  which  will  be  accumulated  by  the 
time  of  our  return.    The  fovir  guns,  with  their  caissons,  battery  wagon, 
and  forge,  of  Captain  Neville's  battery,  will  be  placed  upon  the  return- 
ing boats  and  sent  to  Louisa,  sending  the  limbers  of  all  the  carriages 
down  by  land,  taking  with  them  one  day's  rations  and  forage.    Two  of 
tlie  wagons  (eight  mviles  each)  belonging  to  Captain  Neville's  battery 
Avill  be  loaded  with  extra  ammunition  and  forage  for  their  own  support, 
and  all  other  wagons  will  be  sent  back  to  Louisa,  as  well  as  any  ambu- 
Innces  that  may  be  unfit  to  proceed  farther.    The  ammunition  belonging 
to  the  Forty-fifth  Kentucky  and  all  the  other  forces  now  in  advance 
(Colonel  Brown's  present  command),  left  here  under  guard,  will  be 
forwarded  to  Colonel  Brown  at  Piketon  with  his  supplies,  and  the 
Spencer  rifle  ammunition,  which  will  arrive  on  the  boats,  ^\^ll  be  issued 
to  the  Twelfth  Ohio  and  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry  in  the  ratio  in 
which  they  are  now  supplied.    The  pistol  ammunition  willbe  distributed 
to  the  regiments  using  it  in  proportion  to  the  amount  now  respectively 
on  hand.    You  will  send  to  Piketon  tx)  Colonel  BrowTi's  command  seven 
days'  supplies  for  man  and  horse.    The  ambulances,  each  containing  two 
boxes  of  amnninition,  will  follow  their  respective  brigades.    The  conj- 
mand  (excepting  Colonel  Brown's)  will  draw  six  days' rations  and  forage, 
which  will  be  understood  to  last  fifteen  days,  and  commanders  of  (!om- 
panies  will  be  held  responsible  for  all  wastage  or  wanton  destruction  of 
cither.    Each  brigade  and  regimental  commander  will  exercise  special 
sujiervision  on  the  line  of  march,  halting  every  hour  or  hour  and  a  half 
for  ten  minutes,  and  an  hour  and  a  half  at  or  near  noon,  being  governed 
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by  the  ('oiiveiiiences  of  grass,  -water,  &c.,  and  dismouiiting  at  every  halt 
and  unsaddling  at  every  noon  halt.  No  officer  or  man  Avill  be  alloAved 
to  leave  the  road  or  the  canij)  Avithont  the  permission  of  the  brigade 
commanders,  and  no  foraging  Mill  be  permitted  ex(!ept  by  the  division 
and  brigade  quartermasters,  under  proper  authority,  liegimental  and 
company  conmianders  will  report  all  violations,  which  Avill  be  promptly 
and  severely  punished.  Company  commanders  will  hold  an  inspection 
of  arms  and  supplies  every  morning,  and  Avill  charge  to  and  punish  every 
man  who  has  wasted  his  ammunition.  Three  companies  of  the  Fortieth 
Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry,  armed  with  Entield  rifles,  under  command 
of  Major  Bierbower,  will  report  to  Colonel  Hanson  for  duty,  A  strong- 
guard  will  bring  up  the  rear,  and  Avill  rigidly  prevent  any  straggling. 
Men  armed  with  Entield  rifles  will  take  125  rounds  on  their  persons, 
besides  the  two  boxes  carried  in  their  regimental  ambulances.  A  trust- 
worthy ofhcer  will  be  left  in  charge  of  the  troo])s  and  stores  at  this  place, 
instructed  to  concentrate  everything  belonging  to  the  command,  and 
take  charge  of  everything  wliich  comes  forward.  No  music  and  no 
firing  of  guns  or  pistols  after  leaving  this  point. 
Eespectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  I.  ELLIOTT, 
lAeiLtenant  and  Actinf)  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

All  extra  Ballard  and  Spencer  animnnition  must  be  carried  along  by 
the  command. 

ANDEEWS, 
aiiki/'  of  ArtilUry. 

[Tnclusni'i'.  ]'>.] 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  District  of  Kentucky, 

Mouth  of  Bearer,  May  30,  1864. 
[General  IIobson:] 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  1  may  be  ordered  back 
to  Lexington,  Ky.,  viaLfmisa,  Avithin  three  days  for  the  followingreasons : 
First.  I  am  not  needed  here,  as  the  duties  can  be  performed  by  an 
aide-de-cami). 

Second.  If  I  were  at  Lexington  I  could  be  getting  my  records  up 
while  there  is  little  doing  there. 

Third.  I  supposed  1  would  liaA'C  some  chance  of  going  to  Virginia 
salt-works,  which  is  not  the  case. 

Fourth.  The  expedition  will  rc^turn  withiu  ten  <lays,  and  I  will  only 
be  a.  few  days  in  adviince. 

Fifth.  I  <'an  do  more  g<K)d  in  the  otli<«  at  Lexington  in  keeping  the 
papers  all  right  than  1  can  sleeping  about  here. 

Sixth.  Captain  Dickson  wishes  me  to  have  some  new  books  njade  in 
Cincinnati,  and  now  is  a  good  time  to  do  so. 
Eespectfully, 

J.  S.  BUTLEE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosiire  C] 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  District  of  Kentucky, 

Motith  of  Beaver,  May  31,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Hobson,  Commandinf/  JJivision : 

General:  In  accordance  with  your  instructions  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report : 

On  Sunday,  May  22,  the  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  Brigades  of  the 
division  were  furnished,  according  to  ordei's,  with  ftve  days'  allowance 


72 


KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap. 


LI. 


of  rations  and  forage.  These  were  intended  to  include  Friday,  May 
27,  but  by  purchasing  forage  on  the  route,  &c.,  tliey  were  to  include 
a  part  of  Saturday.  Finding  no  officer  in  (iharge  of  stores  here,  I  took 
immediate  measures  on  our  arrival  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  forage, 
which  was  nearly  7,600  rations,  finding  them  about  three-fourths  corn 
in  sack  and  one-fourth  oats.  As  we  were  expecting  orders  to  move,  I 
instructed  the  various  ofBcers  of  my  department  to  use  oats  while  here, 
that  the  corn  might  be  reserved  for  marching.  I  issued  two  days'  grain 
for'the  command  present  (2,528  animals),  and  immediately  upon  arrival 
of  General  Burbridge,  in  accordance  with  his  verbal  orders,  instructed 
that  the  horses  of  this  division  should  be  fed  but  half  rations,  for 
whi(!h  an  order  was  also  issued  from  your  office. 

On  Sunday,  May  29, 1  was  ordered  to  furnish  the  division  with  six 
days'  rations,  but  found  that  the  whole  amount  at  the  post,  added  to 
that  received  by  boats  that  day,  would  only  make  the  proportion  nine- 
seventeenths,  so  issued  half  rations;  after  doing  which  I  immediately 
reported  the  fact  to  you  in  presence  of  General  Burbridge. 

The  letter  of  instructions  from  General  Burbridge  on  Sunday  last 
having  indicated  a  change  of  operations,  I  was  informed  that  Colonel 
Mims,  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Kentucky,  Avas  ordered  to  take  charge  of  the 
detachments  sent  for  rations  and  would  superintend  the  transportation. 
There  are  no  horses  under  my  charge  at  this  place  except  four  for  head- 
quarters  ambulance,  two  sent  by  Captain  Fitch  with  ambulance  for 
iise  of  district  headquarters,  and  those  belonging  to  members  of  this 
staff. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

GEO.  11.  LATRD, 
Captain  and  Activf/  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

[Inclosure  D.) 

Hdqks.  First  I>ivision,  District  of  Kentucky, 

Mount  Sterling,  Ky.,  May  23,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Burbridge, 

■     Commanding  District  of  Kentuchy: 
General:  In  obedience  to  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I 
have  made  an  inspection  of  the  troops  at  Mount  Sterling,  and  found  the 
number  of  effective  mounted  men  to  be  as  follows: 
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Second  Brigade,  Col.  C.  J.  True  commanding : 

12th  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry 

40tli  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry 

Neville's  battery  (C),  1st  Wiscoiiain  [Kentuckj^]  Artillery. 
Third  Brigade,  Col.  C.  S.  Hanson  commanding : 

52d  Kcntucliy  Mounted  Infantry 

37th  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry 

1st  Wisconsin  Artillery  (detachment) 

Fourth  Brigade,  Col.  .1.  M.  Brown  ccmimandiug : 

45th  Kentticky  Mounted  In  I'antry 


For  duty. 


n  ft 


18 


784 
425 
101 

248 

272 

38 

421 


784 
425 
106 

248 

283 

42 
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The  horses  are  generally  in  good  condition ;  men  in  good  spirits. 
The  horses  are  shod,  with  one  extra  pair  of  shoes  on  saddle. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  HOBSON, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  E.] 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Dist.  op  Kentucky, 

Davidson's  Farm,  June  4, 1864. 
Capt.  John  S.  Butler, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Qen.,  First  Division,  District  of  Kentucky  : 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  statement  of  the  First 
Brigade: 


lltb  Michigan  Cavalry 

39th  Kentnclcy  Volunteers  . 

Total 


357 
501 


412 
476 


6 

25 


Thirty-ninth  Kentucky  Volunteers  average  ninety-six  rounds  ammu- 
nition to  each  man.  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry  averages  seventy-nine 
rounds  for  carbines  and  sixteen  for  pistols.  Many  of  the  horses  [have] 
sore  backs,  caused  by  the  heavy  i)ack,  and  some  of  the  ammunition  is, 
I  fear,  injured  with  damjmess. 
Eespectfully,  yours,  &c., 

S.  M.  FERGUSON, 
Lieut.  Col.  Thirty-ninth  Kentucky  Vols.,  Comdg.  Brigade. 

ADDENDA. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Southwest  Virginia  and  East  Tenn., 

Abingdon,  August  21, 1864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  In  forwarding  the  inclosed  communication  I  would  respectfully 
make  the  following  statement  in  regard  to  its  contents,  and  submit  the 
question  to  you  as  to  whether  I  am  properly  arraigned  by  my  subor- 
dinate. Colonel  Giltner : 

The  bank  at  Mount  Sterling  I  am  satisfied  was  robbed  by  some  of  the 
soldiers  of  my  command  while  they  were  in  said  place  on  the  7th  of  June. 
The  fact  was  reported  to  me  by  Colonel  Smith,  as  stated  a  few  hours 
after  the  occurrence,  but  the  enemy  were  at  that  time  moving  rapidly 
upon  my  flank  and  rear,  endeavoring  to  gain  the  road  between  me 
and  Lexington,  their  principal  depot  of  supplies,  and  to  have  remained 
in  Mount  Sterling  to  investigate  the  bank  robbery  would  have  de- 
stroyed the  object  of  the  expedition  and  hazarded  the  safety  of  my 
command.  There  was  no  subsequent  opportunity  on  the  march  through 
Kentucky  where  an  investigation  could  be  held,  as  I  was  constantly  on 
the  move  either  to  engage  or  elude  the  enemy.    As  soon  as  I  arrived  at 
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this  place  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  the  transaction 
were  ordered  to  be  thoroughly  investigated  by  the  acting  assistant 
inspector-general  of  my  command.  (For  the  character  and  standing  of 
this  officer  I  refer  you  to  the  Kentucky  delegation  in  Congress.)  Parties 
were  written  to  in  Kentucky  to  furnish  statements  in  regard  to  the  aflair, 
and  the  cashier  of  the  bank  was  requested  to  furnish  a  list  of  the  de- 
liositors,  with  the  amounts,  to  the  end  that  their  property  should  be 
restored  to  them  if  found  in  possession  of  any  soldier  of  my  command. 
From  some  of  the  parties  written  to  I  haVe  received  replies,  and  am 
still  expecting  further  information  from  others  that  will  assist  greatly 
in  determining  who  the  guilty  parties  are.  My  inspector,  it  is  true,  has 
been  granted  a  leave  of  absence  for  thirty  days,  but  it  was  upon  a  sur- 
geon's certificate  of  disability  for  that  period.  He  has,  however,  been 
doing  all  that  he  could  to  ascertain  a  true  understanding  of  the  affair  in 
question,  and  has  been  delayed  only  by  the  distance  he  has  had  to  send 
for  testimony  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  it,  and  by  the  fiirther  fact 
that  some  of  the  principal  witnesses  among  the  soldiers  of  my  command 
are  either  absent  in  Kentucky  or  Avere  cai)tured  on  the  expedition,  and 
are  confined  in  Northern  prisons.  The  facts  developed  thus  far  are 
not  sufficient  to  a  full  cxpos6  of  the  matter,  and  I  have  delayed  any 
public  action  in  regard  to  it  until  tlie  whole  thing  can  be  thoroughly 
sifted. 

I  deem  it  due  to  myself  to  state  that  both  in  the  expedition  referred 
to  and  since  my  return  to  Virginia  Colonel  Giltncr  did  not  and  has  not 
yielded  me  that  soldierly  respect  and  obedience  Avhich  is  essential  to  the 
efficiency  of  military  movements  and  to  the  common  business  trans- 
atitions  with  his  command.  And  I  think  the  honorable  Secretary  will 
not  fail  to  perceive  that  his  complaint  is  made  more  from  personal  pique 
toward  me  than  indignation  at  my  delay.  I  am  not  aware  of  having 
given  the  colonel  any  offense  to  induce  him  to  feel  and  act  toward  me 
as  he  does,  and  have  tried  in  every  way  to  conciliate  him,  but  find  it 
impossible  to  do  so.  If,  however,  the  Department  think  his  complaint 
well  founded  I  am  willing  to  afford  any  and  every  facility  to  any  agent 
they  may  deem  proper  to  send  to  relieve  me  of  the  investigation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

JNO.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

Hdqes.  First  Cavalry  Brigade,  Morgan's  Division, 

Abingdon,  Va.,  Amjust  18,  1864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  I  respectfully  ask  that  an  investigation  be  ordered  concerning 
the  forcible  entry  of  a  bank  of  deposit  at  Mount  Sterling,  Ky.,  and  the 
seizure  and  carrying  away  of  the  funds  by  a  portion  of  General  Morgan's 
command.  Money  to  the  amount  of  about  $80,000  in  gold,  silver,  bank 
notes,  and  Federal  currency  was  taken  from  the  bank  in  question  on 
the  7th  day  of  June  last,  while  General  Morgan,  with  his  command,  Avas 
in  Mount  Sterling,  Ky.  A  large  portion  of  this  sum  belonged  to  deposi- 
tors who  are  friendly  to  our  cause  and  the  whole  sura  to  private  individ- 
uals. I  regret  the  necessity  which  compels  me  to  address  you  upon,  this 
subject,  and  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  it  is  only  done  after  every  effort  has 
been  exhausted  to  induce  General  Morgan  to  take  action.    A  few  hours 
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after  the  robberj^  ^as  committed  General  Morgan's  attention  ^vas  callert 
totlie  fact  by  Col.  D.  Howard  Smitli,  Avlio  urged  him  to  have  the  mat- 
ter investigated  at  once.  Instead  of  doing  so  he  moved  with  a  por- 
tion of  liis  command  tliat  day  toward  Lexington,  Ky.  Since  the  return 
of  the  command  to  Abingdon,  Va.,  appeals  have  been  made  to  liim  by 
Ools.  E.  A.  Alston  and  ii.  M.  Martin  and  others  to  institute  proceed- 
ings of  investigation,  but  lie  has  failed  to  do  so,  except  in  so  far  as  to 
appoint  his  inspector-general,  Oapt.  B.  H.  Allen,  to  look  after  it.  With- 
out having  taken  any  steps  in  the  matter  his  inspector-general  has 
been  allowed  to  go  oft'  on  a  thirty  days'  leave  of  absence. 

1  regard  this  outrage  as  most  high-handed  and  disgraceful,  and  hav- 
ing been  associated  with  General  Morgan  during  his  Kentucky  expedi- 
tion, neither  myself  nor  my  officers  are  willing  to  be  identilied  with  it, 
and  it  is  but  just  to  them  and  to  me  that  a  full  and  fair  investigation 
should  take  place  at  once.  I  respectfully  request  that  tlie  Department 
send  some  reliable  agent  to  this  command  to  take  the  testimony. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  L.  GILTKEE, 
Colonel,  Comdg.  First  Cavalry  Brigmle. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Blue  Sprinffs,  Tenn.,  August  23,  1864. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War  ; 

Sir:  HerCAvith  I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  letter*  addressed  to  you,  and 
sent  through  official  channels  at  time  of  its  date.  Fearing  that  the  mat- 
ter may  be  delayed  in  General  Morgan's  office,  and  earnestly  desiring 
that  the  Department  may  take  some  early  action,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
sending  a  copy  direct. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  H.  L.  GILTNER, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Williams^  Brigade. 


ElCHMOND,  June  39,  1864. 

H.  Marshall  presents  for  the  perusal  of  the  President  a  letter  written 
by  General  John  H.  Morgan  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for  Kentucky, 
which  Hon.  E.  M.  Bruce  says  the  President  would  like  to  see.  Mr. 
M[arshallJ  hoi>es  the  President  will  iind  in  its  pages  satisfactory  evidence 
of  the  bold  strategy  which  directed  General  Morgan's  movement,  and 
that  as  the  effect  upon  General  Burbridge  ]>roved  exactly  as  General 
M|organ]  had  calculated  he  Avill  liave  credit  for  fertility  of  military  re- 
source, which  by  drawing  the  adversary  back  into  Kentucky  has  prob- 
ably saved  Saltville,  while  his  o]»portune  reappearance  will  be  apt  to 
protect  it  against  tlie  efl'orts  of  tliose  whose  combinations  have  been 
thus  far  thwarted  by  his  movement.  Tlie  letter  at  least  exhibits  the 
views  and  motives  of  General  Morgan. 
EespectfuUy,  &c., 

H.  MARSHALL. 

For  the  President. 

*  See  next,  aiitv. 
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[Inclosnre.] 

Abingdon,  May  29, 1864. 

Mt  Deak  General  :  To-morrow  start  for  our  old  State  Avitli  be- 
tween 800  and  900  dismounted  men  and  1 ,200  mounted.  This  depart- 
ment is  entirely  out  of  commissary  stores,  and  my  horses  have  had  no 
forage  for  weeks.  I  am  starting  under  the  most  unfavorable  circum- 
stances. Have  150  miles  of  desolate  country  to  pass  before  reaching 
food  for  man  or  beast ;  a  country  that  you  are  perfectly  familiar  with. 
Jimmy  Young  has  this  moment  reached  here.  One  month  since  sent 
him  into  Kentucky  to  remain  until  I  came  or  something  important 
occurred.  He  left  Olympian  Springs  last  Tuesday  (24tli).  General 
Hobson  reached  that  place  at  night  with  3,000  men,  viz,  four  Kentucky 
regiments  and  two  Ohio;  colonels  commanding,  Hanson,  True,  Brown, 
and  Eatliff;  the  others  he  has  forgotten.  Hobson  stated  publicly 
that  he  was  en  route  to  Saltville;  that  it  would  certainly  be  taken 
this  time.  They  were  to  re-enforce  Generals  Averell  and  Crook,  who 
are  now  in  Virginia  awaiting  their  arrival,  and  unless  that  combination 
can  be  thwarted  I  am  fearful  they  will  succeed ;  therefore  the  greater 
necessity  of  very  speedy  movement  into  their  country,  as  1  think  that 
is  the  only  possible  means  of  frustrating  their  plans.  So  soon  as  they 
are  apprised  of  a  force  being  in  the  State  they  will  immediately  return. 
If  not,  I  can  injure  them  much  more  than  they  can  us. 

My  forces  cannot  possibly  protect  this  country,  and  they  will  starve 
in  ten  days  if  they  remain.  I  shall  strike  for  Frankfort,  destroying 
that  road  as  near  Nashville  as  possible;  move  through  Middle  Tennessee 
if  necessary,  and  try  and  interrupt  communi(!ation  upon  the  road  to 
Chattanooga.  You  may  rest  assured,  general,  I  shall  do  all  in  my 
power  to  relieve  this  portion  of  our  Confederacy,  and  can  certainly  do 
so  by  leaving  at  once.  Met  your  son,  the  captain,  a  few  days  since. 
Was  much  pleased  with  him.  I  hope,  general,  that  in  a  short  time  you 
will  hear  of  our  boys  being  in  the  capital  of  Kentucky. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

JNO.  H.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[First  indorsement.] 

June  30,  1864. 
Referred  t«  General  Bragg  for  his  information. 
Please  return  with  remarks. 


J.  D. 


[Second  indorsement.] 


Hdqbs.  Armies  op  the  Confederate  States, 

Richmond,  July  2, 1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  His  Excellency  the  President. 
The  accounts  received  so  far  do  not  indicate  any  satisfactory  result 
of  the  movement  into  Kentucky  by  General  Morgan.  Should  he  ever 
return  with  his  command  it  will  as  usual  l)e  disorganized  and  unfit  for 
seiTice  until  again  armed,  equipped,  and  disciplined.  The  large  num- 
ber of  prisoners  we  always  lose  by  tbese  raiding  expeditions  has  been 
the  source  of  great  evil,  placing  us,  in  that  respect,  at  the  mercy  of  a 
cruel  foe.  Had  this  force  been  with  us  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia  we 
should  probably  not  have  to  regret  a  defeat  there  and  mourn  the  loss 
of  one  of  our  most  gallant  leaders,  who  fell  in  striving  to  save  that  in- 
valuable region  from  devastation. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General. 
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[Thinl  iuilurHeiiiont.] 

Septembbb  10,  1864. 
Secretary  of  War  for  special  attention. 

J.  D. 


Abingdon,  Va.,  August  14,  1864. 
Governor  Hawes,  Abingdon,  Va.  : 

Governor  :  I  take  the  liberty  of  applying  to  you,  as  the  highest  offi- 
cial of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  to  procure  your  aid  in  bringing  about  an 
investigation  of  certain  matters  which  occurred  on  the  late  expedition 
of  General  Morgan  through  that  State.  I  regret  to  state  that  the  most 
unbounded  license  and  iilundering  prevailed  on  the  whole  trip.  Proj)- 
erty  was  forcibly  taken  from  citizens  for  private  purposes;  houses  were 
plundered  of  the  silver-plate  and  even  the  clothing  of  the  occupants ; 
jewelry  was  taken  from  the  iiersons  of  females,  and  in  one  or  two  well- 
established  cases  violence  was  threatened  to  efifect  it.  In  the  case  of 
the  Misses  Todd,  of  Oynthiana,  a  young  man,  who  was  temporarily 
acting  as  a  staff  officer,  drew  his  pistol  on  the  ladies,  and  in  the  niost 
threatening  manner  ordered  them  to  deliver  their  money  and  jewelry, 
asserting  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  an  officer  and  acting  under 
authority.  In  the  case  of  Mrs.  Hamilton  the  offense  is  still  more  aggra- 
vated. This  lady  was  riding  to  the  town  of  Mount  Sterling  with  deli- 
cacies for  our  wounded  when  she  was  halted,  made  to  give  up  her  watch 
and  other  jewelry,  and  also  her  horse.  Banks  were  robbed,  and  the 
actors  in  these  transactions  were  publicly  exhibiting  the  fruits  of  their 
stealings.  In  fact,  I  will  not  weary  you  with  recounting  in  further 
detail  the  numberless  acts  of  this  sort  that  were  perpetrated.  Suffice 
it  to  say,  that  the  conduct  of  our  command  on  this  expedition  was  such 
as  to  disgrace  the  country  and  cause  a  man  to  blush  at  the  name  of 
Confederate  soldier.  When  I  returned  to  our  lines  I  determined  to 
have  these  matters  investigated,  and  accordingly  on  the  1st  day  of  July 
I  sent  General  Morgan  the  following  communication : 

Camp  near  Bristol,  Tenn.,  July  1, 1SG4. 

General:  A  report  is  current  in  the  community,  as  well  as  in  camp,  that  in  addi- 
tion to  the  general  plundering  andlicense  which  prevailed  on  our  lato  expedition,  that 
the  banks  were  robbed  at  Mount  Sterling  of  $62,000,  at  Lexington  of  $10,000,  and  at 
Winchester  and  Maysville  of  bonds  and  money,  amount  not  known.  These  rumors 
are  based  on  the  statements  of  a  number  of  reliable  gentlemen,  who  implicate  several 
members  of  your  staff,  and  also  your  couriers,  as  among  the  guilty  parties.  One 
person  connected  with  your  staff  has  been  heard  to  boast  that  he  participated  in  the 
Mount  Sterling  robbery,  and  although  he  has  not  yet  obtained  his  share  of  the  booty 
he  will  do  so  or  expose  the  whole  matter. 

As  officers  deeply  interested  in  the  reputation  of  your  command,  as  well  as  from 
a  dnty  which  we  owe  to  our  own  characters,  we  would  most  earnestly  request  an  im- 
mediate official  investigation  of  these  matters,  so  that  if  proved  to  be  true  the  blame 
may  rest  where  it  properly  belongs  and  the  guilty  parties  brought  to  that  punish- 
ment which  they  most  justly  deserve. 
Very  respectfully,  &c. 

This  letter  was  signed  by  one  other  officer  besides  myself,  Lieut.  Col. 
E.  M.  Martin.  Inclosed  in  this  letter  was  a  private  communication 
stating  more  freely  the  reasons  which  had  induced  us  to  urge  this  mat- 
ter, and  informing  General  Morgan  that  his  own  character  was  deeply 
concerned  in  the  result.  The  3d  day  of  July  a  reply  was  received  from 
General  Morgan  expressing  his  gratitude  for  the  kind  attention  whichhad 
caUed  the  matter  to  his  notice,  and  stating  that  as  his  own  character  was 
deeply  affected  no  one  could  be  more  anxious  than  he  was  to  have  the 
affair  fully  investigated  and  the  proper  atonement  made  to  the  injured 
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parties  and  punishment  inflicted  upon  the  guilty;  that  he  had  turned  the 
matter  over  to  his  inspector-general,  with  instructions  to  make  vigorous 
inquiry  and  report.  His  inspector-general,  Capt.  B.  H.  Allen,  also  wrote 
a  letter  stating  that  the  matter  had  been  turned  over  to  him  by  General 
Morgan,  and  after  the  most  diligent  inquiry,  although  he  had  heard  a 
great  many  rumors  on  the  subject  of  these  depredations  complained  of, 
he  had  not  yet  been  able  to  obtahi  any  tangible  legal  evidence  that  the 
alleged  robberies  had  been  committed.  Although  Cai)tain  Allen,  the 
inspector-general  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred,  was  one  of  the  par- 
ties who  Avas  implicated  by  general  rumor,  the  following  letter  was  sent 
to  him : 

Camp  near  Bristol,  July  3, 1S64. 
Captain:  Your  communication  in  reply  to  onr  joint  communication  of  the  1st  in- 
stant in  relation  to  the  bank  robberies  that  were  committed  by  our  command  in  Ken- 
tucky is  received.  You  state  that,  although  you  h.ave  heard  a  great  many  rumors 
on  the  subject,  you  h.ave  not  yet  been  able  to  get  hold  of  any  tangible  evidence  that 
the  alleged  robberies  were  ever  committed,  and  you  ask  us  to  furnish  you  with  any 
that  may  be  in  our  possession.  If  a  court  of  inquiry  is  called  there  will  be  abun- 
dant evidence  furnished  to  convict  at  least  two  commissioned  officers,  two  non-com- 
missioned officers,  and  tw.o  privates,  also  a  courier  on  General  Morgan's  staff.  It 
will  also  beproved  that  one  of  the  non-commissioned  staff  has  publicly  asserted  that  he 
participated  in  the  Mount  Sterling  robbery,  and  unless  fairly  dealt  with  will  expose  the 
whole  matter.  It  will  also  be  proved  that  a  party  belonging  to  Company  A  of 
Second  Battalion  has  stated  publicly  that  he  was  sent  for  to  the  front  to  participate 
and  aid  in  these  robberies,  and  refused,  stating  thathe  would  prefer  to  remain  with  his 
company.  There  are  many  other  things  of  this  nature  can  all  be  established  before 
any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  but  the  names  of  the  witnesses  are  withheld  for 
the  present  untilsuch  acourt  can  be  convened.  There  is  a  youngman  in  Capt.  N.  W. 
Lea's  company  who  states  that  he  was  sent  by  Doctor  Williams  (General  M[organ]'8 
ordnance  officer),  when  at  Lexington,  to  procure  a  candle ;  that  in  passing  down 
Main  street  he  saw  a  light  in  .a  building  and  entered  it  for  the  purpose  of  getting  it; 
that  ho  saw  Capt.  Edward  P.  Byrne,  chief  of  artillery,  taking  possession  of  a  num- 
ber of  bags  of  specie ;  that  he  handed  a  number  of  these  bags  to  Humphrey  Castle- 
man,  who  continued  to  receive  as  many  as  he  conld  carry  away  on  his  horse;  that 
Captain  Byrne  then  gave  him  one  of  tiie  bags  and  told  him  to  keep  it  untilr-  called 
for,  first  inquiring  his  name  and  the  company  to  which  he  belonged;  thathe  re- 
ceived the  bag,  which  contained  $6.50  in  silver,  and  not  having  an  opportunity  to 
return  it  to  Captain  Byrne,  he  had  brought  it  to  Abingdon,  Va.,  where  he  had  de- 
posited it  with  a  prominent  citizen,  informing  him  how  he  had  obtained  it,  and  re- 
questing him  to  keep  it  until  called  for.  This  we  consider  "tangible  evidence"  that 
the  "  alleged  "  robberies  were  certainly  committed,  and  we  would  again  urge  that  they 
he  investigated. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

Soon  after  I  sent  this  communication  I  was  sent  for  to  come  to  Abing- 
don. On  my  arrival  I  was  called  upon  to  give  the  names  of  the  wit- 
nesses referred  to.  I  did  so,  and  expected,  of  course,  that  their  testimony 
would  have  been  taken .  On  the  contrary,  the  in  spector- general,  the  very 
party  who  had  been  appointed  to  take  testimony,  called  on  Humphrey 
Castleman,  and  instead  of  taking  his  evidence  told  him  that  "  mum  was 
the  word."    I  use  his  language. 

After  waiting  two  weeks  for  Captain  Allen  to  take  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  George  W.  McCullough  (the  young  man  who  had  received  the  bag 
of  specie),  and  finding  that  he  did  not  do  it,  I  took  him  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace  and  had  him  to  give  his  affidavit  of  all  that  he  knew 
in  the  matter.  My  reason  for  doing  this  was  that  I  saw  that  instead 
of  the  witnesses  being  examined  they  were  sent  to  distant  i)arts  of 
the  country,  and  all  privates  who  dared  to  speak  openly  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  expedition  were  arrested.  I  therefore  feared  that  the  power 
of  superior  authority  would  soon  transport  all "  tangible  evidence  "  so  far 
out  of  the  way  that  when  the  case  was  solemnly  called  up  for  investi- 
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gation  I  would  not  be  able  to  bring  proof  to  sustain  the  statements  con- 
tained in  my  communication.  I  therefore  i>rocured  the  affidavit  of  Mr. 
McCuilougli  on  the  17th  day  of  Jiilyj  and  would  furnisli  yoil  with  a  copy 
of  itj  but  It,  with  all  the  other  original  papers  relating  to  these  matters, 
was  purloined  out  of  my  pocket  since  my  arrival  at  tliis  place. 

My  dear  sir,  I  hope  you  will  pardon  my  forcing  this  matter  on  your 
attention,  but  I  look  upon  it  as  involving  the  most  important  interests 
of  the  service.  The  concentrated  power  Avhich  the  authority  to  appoint 
officers  has  given  the  commanding  general  has  produced  such  sub- 
serviency, and  I  may  say  fear,  that  already  I  see  evidences  of  shrinking 
on  the  part  of  those  who  at  first  were  very  loud  in  denouncing  the  course 
of  the  command,  and  the  petty  annoyances  to  which  I  have  been  sub- 
jected render  my  situation  anything  but  agreeable.  Within  the  past 
three  days  I  have  been  ordered  from  Eogersville,  Tenn.,  a  distance  of 
seventy  miles,  to  report  to  this  place.  On  my  arrival  1  find  that  the 
object  of  ordering  me  here  is  to  send  me  to  Gladesville,  Va.,  to  insjiect 
Prentice's  battalion.  I  am  taken  away  from  the  command  of  a  brigade 
and  department  where  there  was  the  most  constant  need  of  vigilant 
exertion,  without  leaving  a  field  officer  to  command  in  my  absence,  to 
ride  120  miles  to  inspect  a  battalion,  when  Captain  Allen,  the  inspector- 
general,  is  oft"  on  mere  nominal  orders,  traveling  about  the  South,  and 
Lieutenant  Tyler,  the  assistant  inspector  is  in  Abingdon,  with  noth- 
ing to  do.  I  Avould  also  state  that  I  am  not  relieved  from  duty 
in  East  Tennessee  because  of  my  neglect.  On  the  contrary,  I  had 
exerted  myself  so  vigorously  while  oii  duty  there  to  collect  together 
the  wandering  and  marauding  bodies  of  independent  scouts,  who  had 
been  almost  as  great  terror  to  our  oAvn  people  as  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  that  the  whole  community  oifered  to  send  a  ])etition  to  the 
commanding  general  to  allow  me  to  remain.  You  must  really  excuse 
this  personal  eX]ilanation  which  the  cu-ciunstauces  of  the  case  render 
necessary.  While  I  do  not  object  to  any  duty  that  my  .superior  officers 
have  a  right  to  order  me  to,  yet  1  do  object  to  a  duty  which  I  know  is 
giA'en  mc  as  a  kind  of  punishment. 

The  conduct  of  our  command  in  Kentucky  is  to  be  deeply  rcgTctted, 
not  only  for  the  discredit  which  it  brought  to  our  arms,  but  I  feel  that 
in  the  disaster  which  was  brought  on  us  by  converting  the  expedition 
into  one  of  plunder  and  robbery  Ave  lost  the  greatest  political  opportu- 
nity which  has  yet  been  offered  in  Kentucky.  I  have  made  five  raids 
through  the  State  since  the  beginniug  of  the  Avar,  and  I  have  never 
seen  so  great  a  change  in  a  whole  people  as  seemed  to  have  taken  place 
since  I  was  there  last.  Men  who  six  months  ago  would  have  offered 
rewards  for  our  capture  Avere  out  to  greet  us  and  say  God  speed,  lle- 
cruits  AA-ere  flocking  to  us  every  hour,  and  but  for  the  reckless  misman- 
agement of  the  whole  expedition,  Avhich  Avas  directly  the  result  of  our 
unlicensed  and  thicAdng  course,  avc  Avould  this  day  have  been  in  Ken- 
tucky AA'ith  an  army  of  20,000  men,  and  Sherman  AAOuld  have  been 
fleeing  before  our  army  in  Georgia.  The  State  Avould  have  stood  self- 
redeemed  before  the  AA'X)rld.  You  may  think  it  an  enthusiastic  o]>inion, 
but  I  assure  yoii  it  is  uttered  Avitli  calm  earnestness.  We  entered  the 
State  Avith  2,000  good  men,  and  avc  left  it  with  about  700  scattered  fugi- 
tives J, whereas,  if  General  M.  had  not  gone  aAvay  with  Second  Brigade 
from  Mount  Sterling  to  avoid  the  investigation  of  the  robbery  there,  avc 
Avould,  instead  of  losing  51  good  men  killed  and  83  severely  wounded  at 
that  place,  have  annihilated  the  whole  regular  force  of*]  the  enemy,  and 

*Iu  tlio  original  tlie  portion  here  embraced  iii  brackets  is  partially  Bvasctl,  or 
marked  out,  but  is  uceded  to  j-ivo  souse  to  tlic-  concluding  part  of  the  letter. 
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had  nothing  left  to  contend  with.  I  have  said  enough  to  satisfy  you 
of  the  importance  of  this  matter.  With  renewed  apologies  for  trou- 
bling you  with  it, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  ALSTOK 

Special  Orders,  )  Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  205.  (  Richmond^  Va,,  August  30,  1864. 

*  #  «  #  #  *  * 

XXII.  No  instructions  having  been  given  by  this  Department,  and 
some  doubt  existing  as  to  the  nature  of  the  authority  for  the  recent  ex- 
pedition of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Morgan  into  Kentucky,  and  grave  repre- 
sentations from  different  sources  having  been  received  concerning  its 
events,  and  of  excesses  and  irregularities,  amounting  in  many  instances 
to  depredations  and  spoliations,  alleged  tfl  have  been  committed  by  that 
command,  not  merely  through  the  license  of  the  soldiery,  which  of  itself 
would  have  been  discreditable  to  the  command,  but  with  the  tolerance, 
if  not  connivance,  of  officers  of  different  grades  of  authority  therein, 
all  of  which  reflects  reproach  and  disgrace  upon  the  character  of  our 
service  and  demands  investigation  and  correction,  it  is  ordered  that 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Morgan  be  suspended  from  command  and  a  court  of 
inquiry,  to  consist  of  Maj.  Gen.  Eobert  Eansom,  Col.  E.  H.  Chilton, 
assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  and  Col.  M.  H.  Cofer,  Sixth 
Kentucky  Volunteers,  with  Col.  William  H.  Payne,  Fourth  Virginia 
Cavalry,  as  recorder,  be  at  once  constituted  and  convened,  to  meet  at 
Abingdon,  in  Southwestern  Virginia,  on  the  10th  day  of  September  next, 
or  as  soon  thereafter  as  i)racticable,  to  make  inquiry  and  report,  with  the 
evidence,  their  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  as  to  the  source  and 
extent  of  the  authority  iipon  which  said  expedition  was  undertaken, 
the  organization  and  strength  of  the  command  at  starting,  and  the 
number  brought  back,  distinguishing  the  number  of  those  recruited 
and  those  who  stiirted  with  the  command,  as  likewise  in  regard  to  the 
general  conduct  of  the  expedition  and  the  events  marking  it;  also, 
especially,  whether  the  same  was  attended  with  undue  license,  and 
marked  by  robberies,  depredations,  or  unwarrantable  injuries  to  the 
people  or  corporations  of  that  State;  Avhether  and  to  what  extent  such 
outrages  were  tolerated  by  or  participated  in  by  the  officers  of  the  com- 
mand, and  whether  property  or  effects  of  any  kind  seized  by  military 
authority  or  undue  license  have  been  turned  over  or  accounted  for  to 
the  proper  otlicers,  or  have  been  appropriated  or  wasted. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Special  Orders,  )  Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  218.  I  Richmond,  September  U,  1864. 

******* 

XXXI.  A  court  of  inquiry,  to  consist  of  Maj.  Gen.  Eobert  Eansom, 
jr.,  Provisional  Army,  0.  S.;  Col.  E.  H.  Chilton,  assistant  adjutant 
and  inspector  general,  and  Lieut.  Col.  G.  W.  Connor,  Fifth  Ken- 
tucky Volunteers,  will  assemble  at  Abingdon,  Southwestern  Vir- 
ginia, on  the  20th  instant,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  jnacticable,  to  ex- 
amine into  the  abuses  reported  to  have  been  practiced  by  the  command 
recently  in  Kentucky  under  the  late  Brigadier-GQueral  Morgan.    Th© 
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court  will  examine  into  the  source  and  extent  of  the  authority  upon 
■which  said  expedition  was  undertaken,  the  organization  and  strength 
of  the  command  at  starting,  and  the  number  brought  back,  distingiiish- 
ing  the  number  of  those  recruited  and  those  who  started  Avith  the  com- 
mand, as  likewise  in  regard  to  the  general  conduct  of  the  expedition 
and  the  events  marking  it;  also,  especially,  whethet'  the  same  was  at- 
tended with  undue  license,  and  marked  by  robberies,  depredations,  or 
unwarrantable  injuries  to  the  people  or  corporations  of  that  State; 
whether  and  to  what  extent  such  outrages  were  tolerated  by  or  iiar- 
ticipated  in  by  the  ofScers  of  the  command,  and  whether  property  or 
effects  of  any  kind  seized  by  military  authority  or  undue  license  have 
been  turned  over  or  accounted  for  to  the  proper  ofiftcers,  or  have  been 
appropriated  or  wasted.  The  court  will  report  all  the  facts  growing 
out  of  the  investigation,  together  with  their  opinion  on  the  merits  of 
the  case.  Cajrt.  James  T.  Jones,  Fourth  Alabama  Volunteers,  is  ap- 
liointed  the  judge-ad,vocate  and  recorder  of  the  court. 

Paragraph  XXII,  of  Special  Orders,  No.  205,  current  series,  jQrom  this 
office,  is  hereby  revoked. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

ED.  A.  PALFEEY, 
Assistant  A(ljutant- General. 

[Note. — The  record  of  court  of  inquiry  cannot  be  found,  but  in  the 
Record  of  Courts-Martial  kept  in  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's 
Office  appears  the  following  entry:] 

Morgan's  expedition  into  Kentucky.  Court  of  Inquiry  to  investigate 
proceedings.  Court  was  convened  September  20.  The  opinion  of  the 
Court  of  Inquiry  requires  that  the  cases  of  the  officers  therein  should 
be  brought  before  a  court  for  trial.  The  military  court  of  the  depart- 
ment in  which  they  are  serving  has  jurisdiction  of  the  alleged  offenses, 
and  charges  will  be  preferred  and  laid  before  that  court.  The  prisoners 
implicated  will  be  placed  in  confinement  to  await  trial. 

JEFFERSOIvr  DAVIS. 

OCTOBEE  19,  1864. 

Sent  to  General  Breckinridge,  by  order  of  General  Cooper,  October 
26,  1864. 

Salisbury,  N.  C,  March  20, 1865. 
Capt.  Charles  M.  Blackford,  Judge- Advocate: 

Dear  Sir  :  We  were  delayed  by  the  Kentucky  bank  cases  until  aboiit 
the  last  of  February.  The  records  were  handed»over  to  General  Echols, 
including  the  record  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  over  wliich  Major-General 
Ransom  presided.  I  retained  it  as  necessary  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
cases  to  be  tried.  On  inspection  you  would  find  singular  discrepancies 
between  it  and  those  of  our  Court,  and  still  more  between  the  different 
records  of  our  Court  as  among  themselves.  I  incurred  a  good  deal  of 
ill-will  in  the  trial  of  the  cases,  but  am  sure  I  did  not  transcend  my 
duty.  I  did  not  receive  any  response  to  the  application  to  transfer  the 
cases  until  they  Avere  all  disposed  of  by  the  Court.  I  hope  Colonel  Chil- 
ton's attention  will  be  called  to  these  records.  We  find  no  busmess 
ready  for  us  here,  and  little  prospect  of  any.  General  J.  E.  Johnston 
says  we  must  await  his  orders  at  this  place;  that  "the  Court  is  for  the 
Department  of  North  Carolina."  He  seems  to  think  it  a  permanent 
transfer,  though  our  orders  said  we  should  report  temporarily.   It  would 
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be  a  matter  of  convenience  in  disposing  of  one's  family  to  know  whether 
we  are  to  stay  here  or  return  to  Department  of  East  Tennessee.  The 
Charleston  court  has  been  sent  to  Augusta.  Cheatham's  court  was  left 
there.  I  beheve  there  is  no  court  now  with  the  Army  of  Tennessee. 
The  surface  of  affairs  indicates  great  need  of  an  overhauling  of  some 
sort  in  tliis  region,  but  in  tlie  midst  of  so  active  a  campaign  I  do  not 
think  much  will  be  done.  Can  I  get  the  General  Orders  for  1805,  and 
have  them  sent  to  the  Court  hereafter'?  I  have  only  one  of  the  curreut 
series.  Colonel  Neill  left  his  family  at  Abingdon.  I  brought  mine  to 
Lynchburg. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

MILTON  P.  JARNAGIN, 

Judge- A  dvocate. 

Charges  mid  specifications  against  Private  Humphrey  Gastleman,  Company 
— ,  First  Kentucky  Cavalry. 

Chaege  1 :  Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  aud  military  dis- 
cipline. 

Specification  1. — In  this,  that  on  or  about  the  10th  of  June,  1864,  at  or 
near  Lexington,  Ky.,  Private  Humphrey  Castleman,  Company  — ,  First 
Kentucky  Cavalry,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  with  force  and  arms  re- 
moved from  and  out  of  a  bank,  the  name  and  stockholders  of  which  are 
unknown,  about  $10,000  and  api>lied  the  same  to  his  own  use,  with  intent 
to  deprive  the  true  owners  thereof.  This  while  the  town  was  occupied 
and  held  by  the  forces  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Specification  2. — In  this,  that  on  or  about  the  10th  of  June,  1864,  at  or 
near  Lexington,  Ky.,  after  the  capture  of  said  town  by  the  Confederate 
forces,  the  said  Humphrey  Castleman,  ]n'ivate.  Company  — ,  First  Ken- 
tucky Cavalry,  was  ordered  by  his  superior  officers  to  take  possession  of 
certain  public  funds  in  a  bank  in  said  town  for  the  use  of  the  Confederate 
States,  whereupon  he  took  from  said  bank  about  $10,000  in  obedience 
to  said  orders,  but,  in  violation  of  his  duty  and  in  fraud  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  applied  the  same  to  his  own  use. 

Specification  3. — In  this,  that  on  or  about  the  10th  of  June,  1864,  at 
or  near  Lexington,  Ky.,  the  said  Private  Humphrey  Castleman,  Com- 
pany — ,  First  Kentucky  Cavalry,  captured  about  $10,000  from  the 
enemy,  and  failing  to  account  for  the  same  to  the  Confederate  States 
fraudulently  applied  the  same  to  his  own  use. 

Specification  4. — In  this,  that  on  or  about  the  10th  of  June,  1864,  at 
or  near  Lexington,  Ky.,  the  said  Private  Humphrey  Castleman,  Com- 
pany — ,  First  Kentucky  Cavalry,  combined  and  confederated  Avith  one 
Capt.  E.  P.  Byrne  an3  others  to  rob  a  bank  in  the  town  of  Lexington, 
Ky.,  the  name  and  stockholders  of  which  are  unknown,  and  did  with 
said  Byrne  and  others  take  from  and  out  of  said  bank  about  $10,000  by 
force  and  arms,  and  applied  the  same  to  the  use  of  himself,  said  Byrne, 
and  others,  with  intent  to  deprive  the  true  owners  thereof.  This  imme- 
diately after  the  capture  of  said  town  and  while  Confederate  forces  were 
holding  it  and  in  the  midst  of  active  military  operations. 

BespectfuUy  submitted. 

MILTON  P.  JARNAGIN, 

Judge-Advocate. 

Witnesses:  Captain  Byrne,  Byrne's  battery;  Lieut.  Robert  Tyler, 
Company  F,  Second  Kentucky  Battalion;  Private  G.  W.  McCullough, 
Company  P,  Duke's  Mounted  Company  (B),  First  Kentucky  Battalion  j 
Private  Young,  company  unknown,  and  others. 
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Charges  and  specifications  against  Surg.  B.  E.  Goode,  Provisional  Army, 

Confederate  States. 

Ohaege  1 :  Embezzlement  of  fands  belougiug  to  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  intrusted  to  his  custody. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  on  or  about  the  8th  of  June,  1804,  at  or  near 
Mount  Sterling,  Ky.,  the  Confederate  forces,  under  command  of  Brig. 
Gen.  John  H.  Morgan,  captured  about  $72,000  in  specie  and  Treas 
viry  notes  of  the  United  States  from  the  enemy,  which  said  money  was 
then  and  there  intrusted  to  the  safe-keeping  of  the  said  R.  E.  Goode, 
surgeon,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  then  serving  on  the  staff  of  said  Gen- 
eral Morgan;  but  failing  to  account  for  the  same,  the  said  Goode  fraud- 
ulently applied  the  same  to  his  own  use. 

Charge  2 :  Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipliise. 

Specification  1. — In  this,  that  on  or  about  the  8th  of  June,  18G4,  at  or 
near  Mount  Sterling,  Ky.,  after  capture  of  said  town,  and  while  it  was 
held  by  the  Confederate  forces,  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan,  commanding, 
ordered  the  said  Surg.  R.  R.  Goode,  then  serving  on  his  staff,  to  enter 
the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Kentucky,  located  in  said  town,  and  seize  the 
public  funds  in  said  bank  for  the  use  of  the  Confederate  States,  where- 
upon said  Goode  took  from  said  bank  about  $72,000,  and  failing  to 
account  for  the  same,  applied  said  money  to  his  own  use. 

Specification  2. — In  this,  that  on  or  about  the  8th  of  June,  1864,  at  or 
near  Mount  Sterling,  Ky.,  the  said  R.  R.  Goode,  surgeon.  Provisional 
Army,  C.  S.,  serving  on  the  staff  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan,  captured 
aboiit  $72,000  from  the  enemy,  and  failing  to  account  for  the  same,  ap- 
plied it  to  his  own  use,  in  fraud  of  the  rights  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Specification  3. — In  this,  that  on  or  about  the  8th  of  June,  1864,  at  or 
near  Mount  Sterling,  Ky.,  R.  R.  Goode,  surgeon.  Provisional  Army,  C. 
S.,  with  force  and  arms  entered  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Kentucky,  whose 
stockholders  are  unknown,  and  robbed  said  bank  of  about  $72,000,  which 
he  applied  to  his  own  use  with  intent  to  deprive  the  true  owners  thereof. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

MILTON  P.  JARNAGIN, 

Judge-Advocate. 

Witnesses:  Private  Stott,  company  unknown;  Benjamin  Robertson, 
citizen;  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Johnson,  Second  Kentucky  Mounted  Rifles; 
Maj.  John  T.  Chenoweth,  Tenth  Kentucky  Mounted  Rifles;  Asst. 
Surg.  W.  M.  Hanna,  Second  Kentucky  Cavalry;  Calvin  C.  Morgan, 
Kentucky. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Military  Coitrt  Room,  Dept.  of  East  Tennessee, 

Abingdon,  Noveniber  2, 1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  department  headquarters  for  orders,  as 
directed. 

MILTON  P.  JARNAGIN, 

Judge- Advocate. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee, 

Wytheville,  Va.,  November  4,  1864. 

Approved,  and  will  be  tried  by  military  court,  Department  of  East 
Tennessee. 
Bv  command  of  Maior-General  Breckinridge: 
'  J.  STODDARD  JOHNSTON, 

Assistant  Adjtitant-Qeneral, 
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[Third  indorsement.] 

Military  Court,  Department  of  East  Tennessee, 

AMngdon,  Febrimry  9, 1865. 
EespectfuUy  returned  to  department  headquarters,  with  the  remark 
that  the  accused  is  said  to  have  fled  to  Kentucky. 

MILTON  P.  JARNAGIN, 

Judge-Advocate. 


Richmond,  September  15, 1864. 
Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir :  The  memorandum  I  promised  to  make  out  for  you  is  as  follows: 
Giltner  went  to  Kentucky  with  1,640  men.  His  returns  two  days  ago 
show  (aggregate)  316  men.  General  Morgan  started  to  Kentucky  with 
(of  liis  own  command)  about  800.  Its  present  force  is  292.  It  is  re- 
ported that  50  recruits  came  from  Kentucky  three  days  ago.  Vaughn 
has  on  the  Watauga,  of  his  own  command,  656.  Cosby's  (Hodge's)  bri- 
gade numbers  now  287.  Many  are  without  arms,  and  most  have  had  no 
cooking  utensils  for  months.  Eighteen  or  twenty  pieces  of  artillery  in 
the  department,  and  only  four  guns  horsed  and  equipped.  An  artillery 
major  much  needed. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  HENRY  NORRIS, 

Colonel. 


JUNE  1-13, 1864. — Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenu.,  into  Mississippi. 

STTM:M:A.IiY    Oin    THE    PRINCII'A.L  EVEZSTTS. 

June   7,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Ripley,  Miss. 

10, 1864. — Engagement  at  Brice's  Cross-Roads  (or  Tiehomingo  Creek),  near  Gun- 
town,  Miss. 

11,  1864. — Action  at  Ripley,  Miss. 

Skirmish  at  Salem,  Miss. 

12,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Davis' Mills,  Miss. 

13,  1864. ^Skirmish  near  Collierville,  Tenn. 

REPOKTS,  <feC.* 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Cadwallader  C.  Washburn,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of 
West  Tennessee. t 

No.    2. — Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  D.  Stnrgis,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  expedition. 

No.  3. — Col.  William  L.  McMillen,  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  In- 
fantry Division. 

No.  4. — Col.  Alexander  AVilkin,  Ninth  Minnesota  Infantry,  commanding  First  Bri- 
gade. 

No.    5. — Col.  De  Witt  C.  Thomas,  Ninety-third  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.    6. — Lieut.  Col.  Josiah  F.  Marsh,  Ninth  Minnesota  Infantry. 

*  See  Vol.  XXXVIII,  Part  I,  pp.  23,  24,  and83,  for  Grant's  and  Sherman's  references 
to  these  operations. 

tFor  correspondence  hctween- General  Washburn  and  Generals  Stephen  D.  Lee 
and  Nathan  B.  Forrest,  pertaining  to  the  treatment  of  colored  troops,  see  Vol, 
XXXII,  Part  I,  p.  586. 
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No.    7.— Lieut.  Col.  Charles  G.  Eaton,  Seventy-second  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.    8.— Lieut.  Col.  Jefferson  Brumbaolc,  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  9. — Col.  George  B.  Hoge,  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade. 

No.  10.— Col.  Franklin  Ciimpbell,  Eighty-first  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  11.— Lieut.  Col.  Andrew  W.  Rogers,  Eighty-first  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  12. — Lieut.  Col.  George  E.  Clarke,  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  13.— Col.  Edward  Bouton,  Fifty-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  commanding 
Third  Brigade. 

No.  14.— Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  H.  Grierson,  V.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Di- 
vision. 

No.  1.5. — Col.  George  E.  Waring,  jr..  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalrj,  commanding  First 
Brigade. 

No.  16. — Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M.  Browne,  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry. 

No.  17. — Col.  Edward  F.  Winslow,  Fourth  Iowa  Cav.alry,  commanding  Second  Bri- 
gade. 

No.  18.— Lieut.  Col.  John  \V.  Nohle,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry. 

No.  19.— Maj.  Abial  E.  Pierce,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

No.  20. — Proceedings  of  a  Board  of  Investigation. 

No.  21. — Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  D.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  Ala- 
bama, Mississippi,  and  East  Louisiana. 

No.  22.— Maj.  Gen.  Nathan  B.  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  23. — Return  of  casualties  in  the  Confederate  forces. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Cadwallader  C.  Washburn,  U.  S.  Army,  commands 
ing  District  of  West  Tennessee. 

Headquarters  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  SO,  1864. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  report  of  Brig. 
Gen.  S.  D.  Sturgis,  of  the  conduct  and  results  of  the  recent  expedition 
into  the  State  of  Mississippi,  commanded  by  him,  aud  also  the  reports 
of  subordinate  commanders.  This  expedition  was  fitted  out  pursuant  to 
orders  from  Major-General  McPherson.  The  fact  having  become  known 
that  Major-General  Forrest,  of  the  Confederate  army,  was  at  Tupelo  with 
quite  a  large  mounted  force,  preparing  for  some  expedition,  it  was  re- 
garded as  of  the  first  importance  to  engage  him,  and  if  possible  to  whip 
and  disperse  his  forces,  as  also  to  destroy  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Eailroad, 
which  had  been  placed  in  complete  running  order  from  Corinth  to  Mobile. 
My  orders  to  make  the  movement  were  received  two  weeks  before  it 
was  commenced,  but  from  information  I  had  as  to  the  strength  of  the 
enemy  I  was  compelled  to  await  the  arrival  of  other  troops.  On  the  30th 
day  of  May  Brig.  Gen.  T.  Kilby  Smith  arrived  from  Eed  Eiver  with  1,800 
men,  but  in  such  condition  that  only  about  800  could  be  put  into  the 
field.  Feelin  g  that  prompt  action  was  important,  and  th  at  a  longer  delay 
would  probably  allow  General  Forrest  to  carry  out  his  plans,  which  were 
supposed  to  be  to  operate  on  General  Sherman's  communications  (a 
supposition  since  confirmed  by  reliable  intelligence),  I  ordered  out  on 
the  morning  of  the  1st  of  June  my  entire  ett'ective  force  here,  consisting 
of  3,300  cavalry,  5,000  infantry,  and  16  pieces  of  artillery.  The  infantry 
force  was  all  moved  by  rail  on  the  1st  of  June  to  a  point  between  Col- 
lierville  and  La  Fayette,  where  a  bridge  was  destroyed.  The  cavalry, 
artillery,  and  wagon  train  moved  on  the  same  day.  Tlie  force  sent  out 
was  in  complete  order,  and  consisted  of  some  of  our  best  troops.    They 
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were  ordered  to  go  in  the  lightest  possible  marching  order,  and  to  take  only 
wagons  for  commissary  stores  and  ammunition.  They  had  a  supply  for 
twenty  days.  I  saw  to  it  personally  that  they  lacked  nothing  to  insure  a 
successful  campaign.  The  number  of  trooijs  deemed  necessary  by  Gen- 
eral Sherman,  as  he  telegraphed  me,  was  6,000,  but  I  sent  8,000.  Briga- 
dier-General Sturgis  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  expedition.  By 
the  order  of  Major-General  Sherman,  General  Sturgis  had  commanded 
an  expedition  in  pursuit  of  Forrest  one  month  previously.  When  that 
expedition  was  over  I  ordered  him  to  report  back  to  General  Sherman, 
which  he  did,  and  was  ordered  back  to  report  to  me,  simultaneously  with 
my  preparations  for  the  second  expedition.  As  he  was  the  ranking  gen- 
eral here,  I  regarded  his  having  been  ordered  back  to  me  at  the  time  of 
my  fitting  out  an  expedition  under  orders  as  equivalent  to  an  order  to 
give  him  the  command  to  which  his  rank  entitled  him,  and  felt  that  I 
had  no  alternative  but  to  do  so.  He  reported  to  me  about  three  days 
before  the  expedition  left,  and  was  notified  at  once  that  he  would  com- 
mand the  expedition.  The  order  for  him  to  take  command  was  dated 
May  31,  a  copy  of  which  is  submitted  herewith  as  an  inclosure.* 
His  order  of  march,  and  the  incidents  of  the  march,  engagement,  and 
retreat  will  appear  in  the  accompanying  reports.  The  troops  were 
ordered  to  strike  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Eailroad  near  Corinth,  for  the 
reason  that  on  the  previous  expedition  the  route,  via  Eipiey,  had  been 
taken,  and  on  their  return  General  Sturgis  reported  that  they  could 
proceed  no  farther  by  that  route  on  account  of  want  of  forage  for  ani- 
mals. Having  information  entirely  reliable  that  at  Corinth  there  were 
several  thousand  bushels  of  corn  that  had  been  sent  up  on  the  railroad,  I 
regarded  it  as  imjiortant  that  it  should  be  captured  and  that  what  could 
not  be  consumed  by  our  animals  should  be  destroyed.  This  accom- 
plished, I  ordered  the  column  to  pass  south  and  destroy  the  railroad  as 
it  went.  I  was  satisfied  that  after  our  troops  struck  the  railroad  near  • 
Corinth  General  Forrest,  if  he  intended  to  fight  at  all,  would  come  north 
to  save  the  road  from  destruction.  I  also  believfed  that  if  the  column 
first  struck  out  for  Corinth  it  would  lead  General  Forrest  to  believe  that 
the  move  was  one  intended  to  re  enforce  General  Sherman,  and  that  he 
would  therefore  endeavor  to  interrupt  it,  thus  enabling  us  to  fight  the 
enemy  without  traveling  a  long  distance  to  find  them.  The  line  of 
march  indicated  by  me  was  not  taken  by  General  Sturgis,  but  he  took  in- 
stead the  line  which  he  had  before  abandoned  as  impracticable.  His 
reasons  for  the  change  will  api^ear  iu  his  report.  The  result  of  the  ex- 
IMjdition  was  a  serious  disaster.  The  first  information  I  had  of  this  re- 
sult was  by  a  dispatch  I  received  at  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
liith  of  June,  sent  to  me  from  liipley  on  the  morning  of  the  11th.  I  im- 
mediately sent  out  by  rail,  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  2,000 
infantry  of  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command,  which  had  just  arrived  from 
below,  with  instructions  to  march  from  the  railroad  terminus  as  rapidly 
as  possible  to  relieve  the  retreating  forces.  On  arriving  at  the  railroad 
terminus  they  found  General  Sturgis  there,  with  what  he  supposed  to 
be  the  entire  force  that  had  effected  their  escape.  On  the  second  day 
after  I  was  advised  that  Colonel  Wilkui,  of  the  Ninth  Minnesota  Infantry, 
commanding  a  brigade,  had  arrived  at  Collierville,  having  fought  his  way 
back  in  good  order.  I  immediately  sent  out  a  train  to  bring  in  his  com- 
mand, numbering  about  1,600.  The  expedition  left  the  railroad  ter- 
minus on  the  2d  of  June  and  reacdied  Brice's  Cross-Roads,  a  distance  of 

*  See  Special  Orders,  No.  38,  Exhibit  C,  Proceedings  of  a  Board  of  Investigation, 
p.  219. 
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sixty  miles,  ou  the  10th.  The  force  that  escaped  from  Brice's  Cross- 
Iloads  returned  to  the  railroad  terminus  in  one  day  and  two  nights, 
with  the  exception  of  that  portion  brought  in  by  Colonel  Wilkin.  The 
facts  attending  the  disaster  are  now  undergoing  an  investigation,  which 
will  doubtless  exhibit  fally  the  causes  of  our  failure,  and  I  do  not  desire 
to  express  my  opinion  as  to  those  causes,  further  than  to  call  attention 
to  the  fact,  which  appears  in  General  Sturgis'  report,  that  he  expected 
to  be  defeated,  and  had  no  confidence  in  the  success  of  the  expedition, 
a  feeling  which  could  not  fail  to  have  an  important  bearing  upon  the 
actual  results. 

Of  the  conduct  of  the  troops  on  this  occasion  I  can  only  say  that  from 
all  I  can  learn  it  is  deserving  of  the  highest  praise.  Opj)ressed  by  the 
intense  heat,  and  completely  exhausted  physically,  they  went  into  ac- 
tion, as  I  learn,  in  the  highest  and  most  soldierly  spirit  possible.  The 
enemy  was  met  under  circumstances  not  unfavorable  to  txs,  the  troops 
fought  well,  and  inflicted  upon  the  enemy  a  loss  equal  to  if  not  greatly 
exceeding  our  own,  and  had  they  been  properly  brought  into  action  I 
am  confident  the  result  would  have  been  a  most  triumphant  success. 
The  colored  troops  made  for  themselves  ou  this  occasion  a  brilMant 
record.  Their  gallant  and  soldierly  bearing,  and  the  zeal  and  persist- 
ence with  which  they  fought,  elicited  the  Avarmest  encomiums  from  all 
officers  of  the  command.  Their  claims  to  be  considered  as  among  the 
very  best  soldiers  of  our  army  can  no  longer,  in  my  opinion,  be  seriously 
questioned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  0.  WASHBURN, 

Major- General. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  T.  Claek, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Tennessee. 


No.  2. 


Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  D.  Sturgis,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  expe- 
dition. 

Headquakters, 
Five  miles  southeast  of  Ripley,  Miss.,  June  9, 1864, 

General  :  I  regret  exceedingly  to  record  our  position  here,  after 
being  out  eight  days,  but  it  has  rained  incessantly  from  the  first  hour, 
and  our  train  has  scarcely  been  able  to  get  along  at  all.  This  was 
especially  unfortunate,  as  it  compels  us  to  move  at  a  snail's  pace  over 
a  desert  region  where  there  is  absolutely  nothing  for  the  animals.  I 
liave  endeavored,  however,  to  have  a  little  grazing  done  when  possible, 
and  we  are  still  alive.  The  weather  looks  clear  this  morning,  and  I 
hope  we  shall  not  be  long  in  reaching  Tupelo.  Had  it  not  been  for  so 
much  rain  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  we  should  have  found  Forrest's 
force  very  much  divided  and  weakened.  As  it  is,  they  have  had 
abundant  time  to  concentrate,  if  they  wish  to  do  so,  and  I  presume 
they  will.  At  Salem  I  fitted  out  a  party  of  400  men,  under  Colonel 
Karg6,  Second  New  Jersey,  and  sent  him  to  Rienzi,  via  Eiplcy,  with 
orders  to  destroy  the  railroad,  &c.,  then  to  move  up  to  Danville  and 
seize  and  hold  the  bridge  over  the  Tuscumbia. 

On  Tuesday,  when  near  Euckersville,  I  received  information  from 
General  Grierson,  then  beyond  that  place,  which  left  no  doubt  in  my 
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mind  as  to  the  fact  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  Corinth,  in  force,  on 
the  previous  Friday  and  gone  south.  I  immediately  changed  my  course 
toward  Eipley  and  sent  information  to  Karg6  accordingly.  The  colonel 
joined  us  last  evening,  after  a  very  severe  march,  wluch  jaded  his 
animals  very  much.  1  have  as  yet  received  no  official  report  of  his 
operations,  but  from  what  I  learn  of  the  telegraph  operator  with  him, 
and  others,  the  whole  reconnaissance  was  conducted  with  the  usual 
energy  and  intelligence  of  that  fine  officer.  He  broiight  in  13  prisoners 
and  horses,  and  crossed  the  Hatchie  when  it  was  very  high,  fighting 
back  Bell's  brigade,  which  followed  him  from  the  vicinity  of  Eipley  on 
his  advance.  He  lost  no  men  and  only  1  horse.  We  have  been  almost 
constantly  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  advance  pickets  for  several 
days.  Day  before  yesterday  some  three  regiments  appeared  in  our 
front  and  Avere  driven  until  they  escaped  under  cover  of  the  darkness 
of  the  night.  Toward  evening  the  firing  became  pretty  brisk.  Next 
morning  they  had  disappeared,  leaving  5  dead  and  11  wounded  on  the 
field.  The  whole  number  of  prisoners  I  send  by  the  train  is  24,  includ- 
ing 2  commissioned  officers. 

I  speak  of  the  train  without  having  referred  to  it  before.  I  am 
anxious  to  dhninish  the  train  as  much  as  possible,  and  at  the  same 
time  get  rid  of  sick  and  prisoners.  So  I  am  sending  back  such  wagons 
as  we  do  not  reqiTire,  and  the. sick  and  weak  soldiers  and  prisoners;  in 
fact,  all  the  eating  and  non-fighting  portion  of  the  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  STUEGIS, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  0.  Washburn, 

Memphis. 


Eipley,  Miss.,  June  11, 1864. 
Yesterday  we  had  a  very  hard  fight  near  Guntown.  The  enemj'  was 
in  very  large  force.  Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  very  heavy. 
We  have  lost  most  everything,  including  a  number  of  wagons  and 
artillery,  with  ammunition.  I  have  fallen  back  to  this  point.  The  ene- 
my will  probably  try  to  cut  me  off.  1  am  working  toward  Memphis, 
on  the  Salem  and  Lamar  [roadj.  If  possible,  please  send  me  a  brigade 
of  infantry  to  help  me.  Please  send  a  train  of  forage  and  some  com- 
missary stores  to  the  railroad  terminus.  The  enemy  has  been  concen- 
trating his  forces  and  has  drawn  troops  from  Mobile  and  other  points. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

S.  D.  STUEGIS, 
Brigadier-  General. 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Washburn. 


COLLIERVILLE,  June  12, 1864. 
General:  I  have  just  reached  this  point  with  the  cavalry  and  frag- 
ments of  infantry.  Will  you  please  send  by  the  11  a.  m.  train  about 
25,000  rounds  Sharps  cavalry  ammunition,  10,000  rounds  Spencer,  and 
5,000  rounds  Colt  revolving  rifle,  and  one  day's  rations  for,  say,  4,000 
men.  I  will  send  down  by  first  train  such  sick  and  wounded  as  we 
were  able  to  bring  along,  and  what  is  left  of  the  infantry.    If  it  is 
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practicable  I  would  suggest  tlie  propriety  of  sending  the  Second  Iowa 
Cavalry  in  the  direction  of  Salem,  as  they  would  no  doubt  pick  up 
many  of  our  stragglers.  Unless  otherwise  ordered  by  you,  I  will,  as 
soon  as  I  get  everything  away  from  this  place,  send  the  cavalrv  to 
White's  Station.* 

S.  D.  STUEGIS, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
General  Washburn. 

White's  Station,  June  13, 1864. 
Information  is  just  received  that  some  2,000  of  our  men  have  reached 
the  vicinity  of  CoUierville,  fighting  their  way.  The  effective  force  of  my 
cavalry  is  getting  ready  to  hurry  to  their  assistance,  and  if  you  will 
authorize  it,  I  will  load  a  train  now  here  with  infantry  and  send  it  in 
conjunction  with  the  cavalry. 

S.  D.  STUEGIS, 
Brigadier-  General. 
General  Washbtten. 

Hdqes.  Militaet  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  near  Atlanta,  August  24, 1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Adjutant-Generai,, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  inclose  the  report  of  General 
Sturgis,  of  the  expedition  intrusted  to  him  in  June  last,  and  invite  a 
careful  perusal  of  its  contents  and  also  of  the  accompanying  documents. 
I  do  know  that  misfortunes  may  befall  us  all,  and  these  are  rendered 
more  likely  in  wooded  countries,  with  narrow  roads  and  deep  mud.  He 
was  dealing  with  a  bold  and  daring  foe,  on  fresh  horses,  familiar  with 
the  roads  and  by-paths,  and  perfectly  unencumbered  with  trains.  I 
consider  a  train  of  wagons  reduces  a  command  just  one-half,  for  it  can- 
not move  without  covering  its  train. 
I  am,  with  respect, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAI^, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  24, 1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  expedition  which  marched  from  near  La  Fayette,  Tenn., 
under  my  command,  on  the  2d  instant: 

This  expedition  was  organized  and  fitted  out  under  the  supervision  of 
the  major-general  commanding  the  District  of  West  Tennessee,  and 
I  assumed  command  of  it  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  June,  near  the 
town  of  La  Fayette,  Tenn.,  in  pursuance  of  Special  Orders,  No.  38,  dated 
headquarters  District  of  West  Tennessee,  Memphis,  May  31, 1864,  and 
which  Avere  received  by  me  on  the  1st  instant. 

The  strength  of  the  command  in  round  numbers  was  about  8,000  men, 
and  composed  as  follows : 

Cavalry:  First  Brigade,  Col.  G.  E.  Waring,  jr.,  Fourth  Missouri, 
commanding;  strength,  1,500.  Second  Brigade,  Col.  E.  F.  Winslow, 
Fourth  Iowa,  commanding;  strength,  1,800,  with  six  pieces  of  artillery 
and  four  mountain  howitzers.  The  division  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen. 
B.  H.  Grierson. 

*  See  also  Exhibit  B,  j).  218. 
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Infantry:  First  Brigade,  Col.  A.  Wilkin,  Ninth  Minnesota,  com- 
manding ;  strength,  2,000,  with  six  pieces  of  artillery.  Second  Brigade, 
Col.  G.  B.  Hoge,  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois,  commanding; 
strength,  1,600,  with  four  pieces  of  artillery.  Third  Brigade,  Col.  E. 
Boutou,  Fifty-ninth  U,  S.  Colored  Infantry,  commanding;  strength, 
1,200,  Avith  two  pieces  of  artillery. 

My  supply  train,  carrying  rations  for  eighteen  days,  consisted  of  181 
wagons,  which,  with  the  regimental  wagons,  made  up  a  train  of  some  250 
wagons. 

My  instructions  were  substantially  as  follows,  viz:  To  proceed  to 
Corinth,  Miss.,  by  way  of  Salem  and  Euckersville,  capture  any  force 
that  might  be  there,  then  proceed  south,  destroying  the  Mobile  and 
Ohio  Eailroad  to  Tupelo  and  Okolona,  and  as  far  as  possible  toward 
Macon  and  Columbus,  with  a  portion  of  my  force,  thence  to  Grenada 
and  back  to  Memphis.  A  discretion  was  allowed  me  as  to  the  details  of 
the  movement  when  circumstances  might  arise  wliich  could  not  have 
been  anticipated  in  my  instructions.  Owing  to  some  misunderstanding 
on  the  part  of  the  quartermaster  as  to  the  point  on  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Railroad  at  which  some  forage  was  to  have  been  deposited 
from  the  cars  there  Av^as  some  little  delay  occasioned  in  getting  the  col- 
umn in  motion. 

The  following  incidents  of  the  march  are  taken  from  the  joui'nal  kept 
from  day  to  day  by  one  of  my  staff,  Capt.  W.  C.  RawoUe,  aide-de-camp 
and  acting  assistant  adjutant-general : 

Wednesday,  June  1. — Expeditiou  started  from  Memphis  and  White's  Station  toward 
La  Fayette. 

Tliursday,  June  2. — The  general  aud  staif  left  Memphis  on  the  5  a.  m.  train  and 
established  headquarters  at  Leake's  house,  near  La  Fayette,  aud  assumed  command. 
Cavalry  moved  to  the  intersection  of  State  Line  and  Early  Grove  roads,  six  miles 
from  La  Fayette.    It  rained  at  intervals  all  day  and  part  of  the  night. 

t'riday,  June  3. — Ordered  the  cavalry  to  move  to  within  three  or  four  miles  of  Salem. 
Infantry  marched  to  Lamar,  eighteen  miles  from  La  Fayette.  Owing  to  the  heavy 
rains  during  the  day  and  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads  and  bridges  the  train  could 
only  move  to  within  four  miles  of  Lamar,  and  did  not  get  into  park  until  11  p.  m.,  the 
colored  brigade  remaining  with  the  train  as  a  guard. 

Saturday,  June  4. — Informed  General  Griersou  that  the  infantry  and  train  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances  could  only  make  a  few  miles  beyond  Salem,  and  to 
regulate  his  march  accordingly.  Train  arrived  at  Lamar  abont  noon,  issued  rations 
to  the  infantry  and  rested  the  animals.  It  rained  heavily  until  1  p.  m.,  making  the 
roads  almost  impassable.  Moved  headquarters  to  the  Widow  Spight's  house,  two 
miles  west  of  Salem,  and  Colonel  Hoge's  brigade  of  infantry  to  Robinson's  house, 
four  miles  from  Salem. 

Sunday,  June  5. — Infantry  and  train  started  at  4.30  a.  m.  and  joined  the  cavalry  two 
miles  east  of  Salem  at  10  a.  m. ;  issued  rations  to  the  cavalry  and  fed  the  forage  col- 
lected by  them.  Infantry  remained  in  camp  during  the  day.  Cavalry  moved  to  the 
intersection  of  the  La  Grange  aud  Ripley  and  the  Salem  and  Ruckersvillo  roads. 
Col.  Joseph  Karg6,  Second  New  Jersey,  with  400  men,  started  at  6  p.  m.,  with  in- 
structions to  move,  via  Ripley,  to  Rienzi,  to  destroy  the  railroad;  to  proceed  north, 
destroy  bridge  over  Tusoumbia,  and  to  join  General  Griersou  at  Ruckersville.  Heavy 
showers  during  the  afternoon. 

Monday,  June  G. — Infantry  aud  train  moved  at  4  a.  m.  on  the  Ruckersville  road. 
Commenced  raining  at  5  a.  m.  and  continued  at  intervals  all  day.  Progress  very 
slow ;  marched  thirteen  miles  and  made  headquarters  at  Widow  Childers  ,  at  inter- 
section of  the  Saulsbury  and  Ripley  aud  the  Ruckersville  and  Salem  roads.  Cav- 
alry moved  to  Ruckersville.  The  advance  guard  of  the  infantry  encountered  a  small 
party  of  rebels  about  noon  and  chased  them  toward  Ripley  on  La  Grange  and  Rip- 
ley road. 

Tuesday,  June  7. — Upon  information  received  from  General  Grierson  that  there  was 
no  enemy  near  Corinth,  directed  him  to  move  toward  Ellistown  on  direct  road  from 
Ripley,  and  instruct  Colonel  Kargd  to  join  him  by  way  of  Blacklandor  Carrollville. 
Infantry  moved  to  Ripley,  and  cavalry  encamped  on  Now  Albany  road,  two  miles 
south.  Encountered  a  small  party  of  rebels  near  Widow  Childers'  aud  drove  them 
toward  Ripley.    In  Ripley  met  an  advance  of  the  enemy  and  drove  them  on  New 
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Albany  road.  Cavalry  encoimterecl  about  a  regiment  of  rebel  cavalry  oa  that  road 
and  drove  them  aonth.  Several  showers  during  the  afternoon  and  the  roads  very 
bad. 

Wednesday,  June  S. — Received  information  at  4  a.  m.  that  Colonel  Karg6  was  on  an 
island  in  the  Hatchie  Eiver,  and  sent  him  500  men  and  two  howitzers  as  ro-euforco- 
nieuts.  Winslow's  brigade  of  cavalry  moved  six  miles  on  the  Fulton  road ;  infan- 
try and  train  moved  five  miles  on  same  road.  Colonel  Waring's  brigade  remained  in 
Ripley  awaiting  return  of  Colonel  Karg6,  who  joined  him  at  5  p.  m.,  having  swam 
the  Hatchie  Eiver.    Rained  hard  during  the  night. 

Tliuraday,  June  9.— Sent  back  to  Memphis  400  sick  and  worn-out  men  and  forty- 
one  wagons.  Cavalry  and  infantry  moved  to  Stubbs',  fourteen  miles  from  Ripley. 
Issued  five  days'  rations  (at  previous  camp).     Rained  two  hours  in  the  evening. 

Friday,  June  10. — Encountered  the  enemy  at  Brice's  Cross-Roads,  twenty -three  miles 
from  Ripley  and  six  miles  from  Guutowu. 

****##  it 

At  Eipley  it  became  a  serious  question  in  my  mind  as  to  whether  or 
not  I  should  proceed  any  farther.  The  rain  still  fell  in  torrents.  The 
artillery  and  wagons  were  literally  mired  down,  and  the  starved  and 
exhausted  animals  could  with  difficulty  drag  them  along.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  called  together  my  division  commanders  and  placed 
before  them  my  views  of  our  condition.  At  this  interview  one  brigade 
commander  and  two  members  of  my  staff  were,  incidentally,  present 
also.  I  called  their  attention  to  the  great  delay  we  had  undergone  on 
account  of  the  continuous  rain  and  consequent  bad  condition  of  the 
roads;  the  exhausted  condition  of  oui-  animals;  the  great  probability 
that  the  enemy  would  avail  himself  of  the  time  thus  afforded  him  to  con- 
centrate an  overwhelming  force  against  us  in  the  vicinity  of  Tupelo,  and 
the  utter  hopelessness  of  saving  our  train  or  artillery  in  case  of  defeat, 
on  account  of  the  narrowness  and  general  bad  condition  of  the  roads 
and  the  impossibility  of  procuring  supplies  of  forage  for  the  animals. 
All  agreed  with  me  in  the  ijrobable  consequences  of  defeat.  Some 
thought  our  only  safety  lay  in  retracing  our  steps  and  abandoning  the 
exi)edition.  It  was  urged,  however  (and  with  some  propriety,  too), 
that  inasmuch  as  I  had  abandoned  a  simUar  expedition  only  a  few 
weeks  before  and  given  as  my  reasons  for  so  doing  the  "  utter  and 
entire  destitution  of  the  country,"  and  that  in  the  face  of  this  we  were 
again  sent  through  the  same  country,  it  would  be  ruinous  on  aU  sides  to 
leturu  again  without  first  meeting  the  enemy.  Moreover,  from  all  the 
information  General  Washburn  had  acquired,  there  could  be  no  consid- 
erable force  in  our  front,  and  all  my  own  information  led  to  the  same  con- 
clusion. To  be  sure  my  information  was  exceedingly  meager  and  unsatis- 
factory, and  had  I  returned  I  would  have  been  totally  unable  to  present 
any  facts  to  justify  my  course,  or  to  show  why  the  expedition  might  not 
liave  been  successfully  carried  forward.  All  I  could  have  presented 
would  have  been  my  conjectures  as  to  what  the  enemy  would  naturally 
do  under  the  circumstances,  and  these  would  have  availed  but  little 
against  the  idea  that  the  enemy  was  scattered  and  had  no  considerable 
force  in  our  front.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  with  a  sad  forebod- 
ing of  the  consequences,  I  determined  to  move  forward,  keeping  my 
force  as  compact  as  possible  and  ready  for  action  at  all  times,  hoping 
that  we  might  succeed,  and  feeling  that  if  we  did  not  yet  our  losses 
might  at  most  be  insignificant  in  comparison  with  the  great  benefits 
which  might  accrue  to  General  Sherman  by  the  depletion  of  Johnston's 
army  to  so  large  an  extent. 

On  the  evening  of  the  8th,  one  day  beyond  Eipley,  I  assembled  the 
commanders  of  infantry  brigades  at  the  headquarters  of  Colonel  Mc- 
Millen,  and  cautioned  them  as  to  the  necessity  of  enforcing  rigid  disci- 
pline in  their  camps,  keeping  their  troops  always  in  hand  and  reaily  to 
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act  on  a  moment's  notice;  that  it  wa.s  impossible  to  gain  any  accurate 
or  reliable  information  of  the  enemy,  and  that  it  behooved  us  to  move 
and  act  constantly  as  though  in  his  presence;  that  we  were  now  where 
Ave  might  encounter  him  at  any  moment,  and  that  we  must  under  no 
circumstances  allow  ourselves  to  be  surprised. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  the  cavalry  marched  at  5.30  o'clock,  and 
the  infantry  at  7,  thus  allowing  the  infantry  to  follow  immediately  in 
rear  of  the  cavalry,  as  it  would  take  the  cavalry  a  full  hour  and  a 
half  to  clear  their  camp.    The  habitual  order  of  march  was  as  follows, 
viz:  Cavalry,  with  its  artillery,  in  advance;  infantry,  with  its  artillery, 
next;  and  lastly  the  supply  train,  guarded  by  the  rear  brigade,  with 
one  of  its  regiments  at  the  head,  one  near  the  middle,  and  one  with  a 
section  of  artillery  in  the  rear.    A  company  of  pioneers  preceded  the 
infantry  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  roads,  building  bridges,  &c. 
On   this  morning  I  had  preceded  the  head  of  the  infantry  column  and 
arrived  at  a  point  some  live  miles  from  camp,  where  I  found  an  unusu- 
ally bad  place  in  the  road,  and  one  that  would  require  considerable 
time  and  labor  to  render  practicable.    While  halted  here  to  await  the 
head  of  the  column  I  received  a  message  from  General  Grierson  that 
he  had  encountered  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  cavalry.    In  a  few  min- 
utes more  I  received  another  message  from  him,  saying  the  enemy  num- 
bered some  600  and  were  on  the  Baldwyn  road;  that  he  was  himself 
at  Brice's  Oross-Eoads,  and  that  his  position  was  a  good  one,  and  he 
would  hold  it.    He  was  then  directed  to  leave  600  or  700  men  at  the 
cross-roads  to  precede  the  infantry  on  its  arrival,  on  its  march  toward 
Guntown,  and  with  the  remainder  of  his  force  to  drive  the  enemy 
toward  Baldwyn,  and  then  rejoin  the  main  body  by  way  of  the  line  of 
the  railroad,  as  I  did  not  intend  being  drawn  from  my  main  purpose. 
Colonel  McMillen  arrived  at  this  time,  and  I  rode  forward  toward  the 
cross-roads.    Before  proceeding  far,  however,  I  sent  a  staff  officer  back 
directing  Colonel  McMillen  to  move  up  his  advanced  brigade  as  rapidly 
as  ijossible  without  distressing  his  troops.    When  I  reached  the  cross- 
roads I  found  nearly  all  the  cavalry  engaged,  and  the  battle  growing 
warm,  but  no  artillery  had  yet  opened  on  either  side.    We  had  four  pieces 
of  artillery  at  the  cross-roads,  but  they  had  not  been  placed  in  position, 
owing  to  the  dense  woods  on  all  sides,  and  the  apparent  impossibility 
of  using  them  to  advantage.    Finding,  however,  that  our  troops  were 
being  hotly  pressed,  I  ordered  one  section  to  open  on  the  enemy's  re- 
serves.   The  enemy's  artillery  soon  replied,  and  with  great  accuracy, 
every  shell  bursting  over  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  our  guns. 
Frequent  calls  were  now  made  for  re-enforcements,  but  until  the  infan- 
try should  arrive  I  had,  of  course,  none  to  give.    Colonel  Winslow, 
Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  commanding  a  brigade,  and  occupying  a  position 
on  the  Guntown  road  a  little  in  advance  of  the  cross-roads,  was  espe- 
cially clamorous  to  be  relieved  and  permitted  to  carry  his  brigade  to  the 
rear.    Fearing  that  Colonel  W^inslow  might  abandon  his  position  with- 
out authority,  and  knowing  the  importance  of  the  cross-roads  to  us,  I 
directed  him  in  case  he  should  be  overpowered  to  fall  back  slowly 
toward  the  cross-roads,  thus  contracting  his  line  and  strengthening  his 
position.    I  was  especially  anxious  on  this  point,  because,  through  some 
misunderstanding  that  I  am  yet  unable  to  explain,  the  cavalry  had  been 
withdrawn  without  my  knowledge  from  the  left,  and  I  was  compelled  to 
occupy  the  line  temporarily  Avith  my  escort,  consisting  of  about  100  of 
the  Nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.    This  handful  of  troops,  under 
the  gallant  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hess,  behaved  very  handsomely,  and 
held  the  line  until  the  arrival  of  the  infantry.    About  1.30  p.  m.  the 
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infantry  began  to  arrive.  Colonel  Hoge's  brigade  was  first  to  reach  the 
field,  and  was  placed  in  position  by  Colonel  McMillen,  when  the  enemy 
was  driven  a  little.  General  Grierson  now  requested  authority  to  with- 
draAv  the  entire  cavalry,  as  it  was  exhausted  and  well-nigh  out  of 
ammyinitiou.  This  I  authorized  as  soon  as  sufiflcient  infantry  was  in 
position  to  permit  it,  and  he  Avas  directed  to  reorganize  his  command 
in  the  rear  and  hold  it  ready  to  operate  on  the  flanks.  In  the  mean 
time  I  had  ordered  a  section  of  artillery  to  be  placed  in  position  on  a 
knoll  near  the  little  bridge,  some  300  or  400  yards  in  rear,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  opposing  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  turn  our  left.  I  now  went 
to  this  point  to  see  that  my  orders  had  been  executed,  and  also  to  give 
directions  for  the  management  and  protection  of  the  wagon  train.  I 
found  the  section  properly  posted  and  supported  by  the  Seventy-second 
Ohio  Infantry,  Avith  two  companies  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers,  and 
the- whole  under  the  superintendence  of  that  excellent  officer.  Colonel 
Wilkin,  of  tb  j  Ninth  Minnesota.  While  here  the  head  of  the  wagon 
train,  which  had  been  reported  still  a  mile  and  a  half  in  rear,  arrived. 
It  was  immediately  ordered  into  an  open  field  near  Avherc  the  cavalry 
were  reorganizing,  there  to  be  turned  round  and  carried  farther  toward 
the  rear.  The  pressure  on  the  right  of  the  line  Avas  now  becoming  very 
great,  and  General  Grierson  was  directed  to  send  a  portion  of  his  cav- 
alry to  that  point.  At  this  time  I  received  a  message  from  Colonel 
Hoge  that  he  was  satisfied  that  the  movement  on  the  right  was  a  feint, 
and  that  the  real  attack  was  being  made  on  the  left.  Another  section 
of  artillery  was  now  placed  in  position  a  little  to  the  rear  of  Colonel 
Wilkin,  but  bearing  on  the  left  of  our  main  line,  and  a  portion  of  the 
cavalry  was  throAA^n  out  as  skirmishers.  The  cavalry  which  had  been 
sent  to  the  extreme  right  began  now  to  give  Avay,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  enemy  began  to  appear  in  force  in  rear  of  the  extreme  left,  Avhile 
Colonel  McMillen  required  re-enforcenients  in  the  center.  I  now  en- 
deavored to  get  hold  of  the  colored  brigade,  which  formed  the  guard  to 
the  train.  While  traversing  the  short  distance  to  where  the  head  of 
that  brigade  should  be  found,  the  main  line  began  to  give  Avay  at  vari- 
ous points.  Order  soon  gave  way  to  confusion  and  confusion  to  panic. 
I  sent  an  aide  to  Colonel  McMillen,  informing  him  that  I  was  unable  to 
render  him  any  additional  assistance,  and  that  he  must  do  all  in  his 
poAver  Avith  Avhat  he  had  to  hold  his  position  until  I  could  form  a  line 
to  protect  his  retreat.  On  reaching  the  head  of  the  supply  train  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hess  was  directed  to  place  in  position  in  a  wood  the 
first  regiment  of  colored  troops  I  could  find.  This  Avas  done,  and  it  is 
due  to  those  troops  to  say  here  that  they  stood  their  ground  well  and 
rendered  valuable  aid  to  Colonel  McMillen,  who  Avas  soon  after  com- 
pelled to  AAithdraAv  from  liis  original  line  and  take  up  ncAv  position  in 
rear.  It  Avas  noAv  5  p.  m.  For  seven  hours  these  gallant  officers  and 
men  had  held  their  ground  against  overwhelming  numbers;  but  at 
last,  overpowered  and  exhausted,  they  were  compelled  to  abandon  not 
only  the  field,  but  many  of  their  gallant  comrades  who  had  fallen,  to 
the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  Everywhere  the  army  now  drifted  toward 
the  rear,  and  was  soon  altogether  beyond  control.  I  requested  Gen- 
eral Grierson  to  accompany  me,  and  to  aid  in  checking  the  fleeing 
column  and  establishing  a  new  line.  By  dint  of  entreaty  and  force, 
and  the  aid  of  several  officers,  AA'hom  I  called  to  my  assistance,  Mith 
pistols  in  their  hands,  we  at  length  succeeded  in  checking  some  1,200 
or  1,500,  and  establishing  tliem  in  a  line,  of  which  Colonel  Wilkin, 
Ninth  Minnesota,  was  placed  in  command.  About  this  time  it  Avas 
reported  to  me  that  Colonel  McMiUen  was  driving  the  enemy.     I 
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placed  but  little  faith  in  this  report,  yet  disseminated  it  freely  for  the 
good  effect  it  might  produce  upon  the  troops.  In  a  fe^  minutes,  how- 
ever, the  gallant  Colonel  McMillen,  sad  and  disheartened,  arrived  him- 
self and  reported  his  lines  broken  and  in  confusion.  The  new  line, 
under  Colonel  Wilkin,  also  gave  way  soon  after,  and  it  was  now  im- 
possible to  exercise  any  further  control.  The  road  became  crowded 
and  jammed  with  troops,  the  wagons  and  artillery,  sinking  into  the  deep 
mud,  became  inextricable,  and  added  to  the  general  cwnfusion  that  now 
prevailed.  No  power  could  now  check  or  control  the  panic-stricken 
mass  as  it  swept  toward  the  rear,  led  off  by  Colonel  Winslow,  at  the 
head  of  his  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  who  never  halted  until  he  had 
reached  Stubbs',  ten  miles  in  rear.  This  was  the  greater  pity,  as  his 
brigade  was  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  intact,  and  might  have  offered  con- 
siderable resistance  to  the  advancing  foe.  About  10  p.  m.  I  reached 
Stubbs'  in  person,  where  1  found  Colonel  Winslow  and  his  brigade.  I 
then  informed  him  that  his  was  the  only  organized  body  of  men  I  had 
been  able  to  And,  and  directed  him  to  add  to  his  own  every  possible 
force  he  could  rally  as  they  passed,  and  take  charge  of  the  rear,  re- 
maining in  position  until  all  should  have  passed.  I  also  informed  him 
that  on  account  of  the  extreme  darkness  of  the  night  and  the  wretched 
condition  of  the  road  I  had  little  hope  of  saving  anything  more  than 
the  troops,  and  directed  him,  therefore,  to  destroy  all  wagons  and  ar- 
tillery which  he  might  find  blocking  up  the  road  and  preventing  the 
passage  of  the  men.  In  this  way  about  200  wagons  and  14  pieces  of 
artillery  were  lost,  many  of  the  wagons  being  burned,  and  the  artUlery 
spiked  and  otherwise  mutilated ;  the  mules  and  horses  were  brought 
away. 

By  7  a.  m.  of  the  11th  we  had  reorganized  at  Eipley,  and  the  army 
presented  qiTite  a  respectable  appearance,  and  would  have  been  able  to 
accomplish  an  orderly  retreat  from  that  point  but  for  the  unfortunate 
circumstance  that  the  cartridge-boxes  were  Avell  nigh  exhausted.  At  7 
o'clock  the  column  was  again  put  in  motion  on  the  Salem  road,  the  cav- 
alry in  advance,  followed  by  the  infantry.  The  enemy  pressed  heavily 
on  the  rear,  and  there  was  now  nothing  left  but  to  keep  in  motion,  so 
as  to  prevent  the  banking  up  of  the  rear,  and  to  pass  all  cross-roads 
before  the  enemy  could  reach  them,  as  the  command  was  in  no  condi- 
tion to  offer  determined  resistance,  whether  attacked  in  the  front  or  the 
rear. 

At  8  a.  m.  on  the  12th  the  column  reached  CoUierville  worn  and  ex- 
hausted by  the  fatigues  of  fighting  and  marching  for  two  days  and  two 
nights  without  rest  and  without  eating.  About  noon  of  the  same  day 
a  train  arrived  from  Memphis  bringing  some  2,000  infantry,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Wolfe,  and  supplies  for  my  suffering  men,  and  I  de- 
termined to  remain  here  until  next  day  for  the  purpose  of  resting  and 
affording  protection  to  many  who  had  dropped  by  the  wayside,  through 
fatigue  and  other  causes.  Learning,  however,  toward  evening  that  the 
commander  at  WTiite's  Station  had  information  of  a  large  force  of  the 
enemy  approaching  that  place  from  the  southeast,  and  knowing  that 
my  men  were  in  no  condition  to  offer  serious  resistance  to  an  enemy 
presenting  himself  across  my  line  of  march,  I  informed  the  general 
commanding  the  district  by  telegraph  that  I  deemed  it  prudent  to 
continue  my  march  to  White's  Station.  Accordingly,  at  9  p.  m.  the 
column  marched  again,  and  arrived  at  W^hite's  Station  at  d.iylight  next 
morning. 

This  report  having  already  become  more  circumstantial  than  was  an- 
ticipated I  have  purjiosely  omjtted  the  details  of  our  march  from  Ripley 
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to  White's  Station,  as  they  would  extend  it  to  a  tiresome  length,  but 
would  respectfully  refer  you  for  these  to  the  sub-reports  herewith  in- 
closed. 


Casualties. 


Killed. 

Woundcil. 

Missing. 

Total. 

o 

a 
to 

1 

o 

i 

d 
o 

a 

1 
O 

g 
3 

Cavalry : 

First  Brif^ade 

22 
12 

'i' 

51 
52 

...... 

134 
59 



3 

207 

123 

Total 

34 

2 

103 

1 

193 

3 

330 

Infantry : 

First  Bripadc 

2 
0 

1 

34 
109 

10 

145 

25 
18 
8 

811 
407 
160 

37 
23 
12 

994 

Second  Brigade 

441 

3 

131 

400 

Total 

8 

181 

13 

270 

51 

1,378 

72 

1,835 

8 

215 

15 

379 

52 

1,571 

75 

2,165 

Total  killed,  wonnaeil,  and  missing,  2,210. 

It  is  difficult  to  furnish  any  accurate  estimate  of  the  losses  of  the  en- 
emy, but  they  are  supposed  by  the  principal  officers  of  my  command  to 
be  fully  as  great  as  our  own  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  by  many  sup- 
posed to  largely  exceed  ours.  I  need  hardly  add  that  it  is  with  feelings 
of  the  most  profound  pain  and  regret  that  I  find  myself  called  uxjon  to 
record  a  defeat  and  the  loss  and  suffering  incident  to  a  reverse  at  a 
point  so  far  distant  from  the  base  of  supplies  and  re-enforcements.  Yet 
there  is  some  consolation  in  knowing  that  the  army  fought  nobly  while 
it  did  light,  and  only  yielded  to  overwhelming  numbers. 

The  strength  of  the  enemy  is  variously  estimated  by  my  most  intelli- 
gent officers  at  from  15,000  to  20,000  men.  A  very  intelligent  sergeant 
who  was  captured  and  remained  five  days  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
reports  the  number  of  the  enemy  actually  engaged  to  have  been  12,000, 
and  that  two  divisions  of  infantry  were  held  in  reserve.  It  may  ap- 
pear strange  that  so  large  a  force  of  the  enemy  could  be  in  our  vicinity 
and  we  be  ignorant  of  the  fact,  but  the  surprise  will  exist  only  in  the 
minds  of  those  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  difficulty  (I  may  even  say 
impossibility)  of  acquiring  reliable  infonnation  in  the  heart  of  the  ene- 
my's country.  Oiu-  movements  and  nuijibers  are  always  known  to  the 
enemy  because  every  woman  and  child  is  one  of  them,  but  we,  as  every- 
body knows  who  has  had  any  experience  in  this  war,  can  only  learn  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  and  his  numbers  by  actually  fighting  for  the 
information,  and  in  that  case  the  knowledge  often  comes  too  late. 

That  our  loss  was  gieat^js  true ;  yet,  that  it  was  not  much  greater  isdue 
in  an  eminent  degree  to  the  personal  exertions  of  that  model  soldier,  Col. 
W.  L.  McMillen,  of  the  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  Infantry,  who  commanded  the 
infantry,  and  to  the  able  commanders  under  him. 

While  I  will  not  prolong  this  already  extended  report  by  recording 
individual  acts  of  good  conduct  and  the  names  of  many  brave  officers 
and  men  who  deserve  mention,  but  will  respectfully  refer  you  for  these 
to  the  reports  of  division  and  brigade  commanders,  yet  1  cannot  refrain 
from  expressing  my  high  appreciation  of  the  valuable  services  rendered 
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by  that  excellent  and  dashing  ofiBcer,  Col.  Joseph  Karg6,  of  the  Second 
New  Jersey  Volunteers,  in  his  reconnaissance  to  Corinth,  and  his  sub- 
sequent management  of  the  rear  guard,  during  a  part  of  the  retreat, 
fighting  and  defending  the  rear  during  one  whole  afternoon  and 
throughout  the  entire  night  following. 

To  the  ofBcers  of  my  staff— Lieut.  Col.  J.  C.  Hess,  Nineteenth  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry,  commanding  escort;  Capt.  W.  C.  KawoUe,  aide-de- 
camp and  acting  assistant  adjutant-general;  Capt.  W.  S.  Belden,  Sec- 
ond Iowa  Cavalry,  aide-de-camp;  Lieut.  E.  Calkins,  Seventh  Indiana 
Cavalry,  aide-de-camp ;  Lieut.  Samuel  Oakford,  Nineteenth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  aide-de-camp;  Lieutenant  Dement,  acting  assistant  quarter- 
master; Lieut.  W.  H.  Stratton,  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry,  acting  commis- 
sary of  subsistence,  whose  names  appear  in  no  other  report — I  am 
especially  gratefnl  for  the  promptness  and  zeal  with  which  my  orders 
were  executed  at  all  times,  and  often  under  trying  and  hazardous  cir- 
cumstances. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  STUEGIS, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  W.  H.  Morgan, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  JDist.  of  West  Tennessee,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

ADDENDA. 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  14, 186d. 
Major  Morgan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  West  Tennessee: 
Major  :  In  view  of  the  fact  that  my  campaign  has  ended  disastrously 
and  will  be  severely  and  perhaps  unjustly  criticized  and  misrepresented, 
I  would  respectfully  request  that  I  be  relieved  from  further  active  duty 
(for  the  present),  and  that  an  investigation  of  the  cause  of  failure  be 
made  as  early  as  practicable,  and  while  the  officers  are  now  here  and 
their  evidence  can  be  secured, 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  STUEGIS, 
Brigadier-General. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  Jtme  22, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  D.  Sttjrgis,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  this  date  in  which  you  ask  me  to  give  you  my  opinion  as 
to  the  causes  of  our  late  defeat  near  Guntown,  and  to  what  extent,  if 
any,  you  were  responsible  for  the  same.  In  reply  I  would  state  that  at 
the  outset  one  great  difficulty  existed  in  the  fact  that  the  command  was 
composed  of  troops  of  different  commands,  unacquainted  with  and  dis- 
trustful of  each  other  and  new  to  the  general  commanding.  A  large 
portion  of  the  force  consisted  of  cavalry,  which  from  the  nature  of  things 
had  to  act  in  a  great  measure  independently,  being  in  advance  and  at 
a  distance  from  your  person;  again,  owing  to  the  rain,  bad  condition  of 
the  roads,  and  the  almost  entire  absence  of  forage  for  the  animals, 
caused  our  advance  to  be  necessarily  slow.  Frequent  halts,  sometimes 
for  a  whole  day,  were  made  in  order  to  enable  you  to  send  out  forage 
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parties  to  pick  up  the  little  forage  which  could  be  found  within  a  safe 
distance  of  the  line  of  march.  Moreover,  the  movement  of  the  column 
had  to  conform  itself  to  that  of  the  pioneers,  who  Avere  working  to  make 
the  road  passable.  On  the  7th,  I  think,  parties  of  the  enemy  began  to 
appear,  and  quite  a  number  of  their  pickets  were  captured  during  that 
and  the  following  day.  The  march  had  to  be  carefully  conducted,  and 
from  that  time  until  we  met  the  enemy  I  never  knew  a  command  to  bie 
moved  in  a  better  manner  or  better  discipline  to  be  observed.  Upon 
reaching  Ei]jley  the  animals  were  much  worn  out  for  want  of  forage, 
and  the  men  were  on  less  than  half  rations.  I  understood  that  at  this 
time  you  expressed  yourself  in  favor  of  returning,  believing  that  an 
advance  would  be  disastrous,  and  that  other  officers,  holding  important 
commands,  were  of  the  same  opinion,  believing  it  impracticable  to  ad- 
vance through  the  wilderness  without  further  supplies,  but  that  you 
failed  to  give  the  order  to  return,  in  consequence  of  having  positive  in- 
structions to  i)roceed. 

The  enemy  met  us  where  common  sense  would  naturally  lead  them  to 
do  so,  a  few  miles  from  the  point  in  advance,  where  supplies  could  be 
obtained,  and  yet  as  far  as  possible  from  our  base  and  where  the  great- 
est difficulties  presented  themselves  in  the  way  of  retreat.  Through 
the  medium  of  the  citizens  along  the  route  they  were  of  course  advised 
of  our  force  and  movements,  while  we  could  gain  no  reliable  information 
in  regard  to  theirs.  We  were  obliged  to  move  on  one  road,  the  column 
extending  along  the  road  at  least  five  miles,  although  well  closed  up. 
Attacking  our  front,  they  being  already  formed  in  line  on  their  own 
ground,  it  necessarily  took  time  to  bring  up  our  whole  force  and  they 
had  to  be  moved  up  rapidly.  The  weather  being  very  warm,  many  men 
were  obliged  to  fall  out  and  all  came  into  action  more  or  less  fatigued  and 
distressed.  If  they  had  marched  in  the  cadence  and  with  the  proper 
lengih  of  step  required  by  the  tactics  for  double-quick,  which  troops 
seldom  do,  they  would  have  been  in  better  condition.  The  battle-ground 
was  covered  by  heavy  timber,  an  almost  impenetrable  thicket,  so  that 
little  could  be  known  of  the  position  or  number  of  the  enemy.  Troops 
as  they  came  up  had  to  be  placed  in  position  where  most  needed  at  the 
time,  so  that  brigades^  of  necessity,  were  divided  and  scattered,  and  or- 
ganizations broken  up.  As  to  the  propriety  of  forming  the  infantry  in 
line  as  soon  as  the  cavalry  were  attacked,  permitting  them  to  fall  back 
and  aAvaiting  the  enemy,  I  can  scarcely  form  an  opinion.  The  enemy 
could  undoubtedly  have  moved  around  the  flanks  of  any  position  which 
we  could  have  taken,  without  being  obliged  to  cross  the  open  fields  in 
our  front  and  under  our  fire,  or  they  might  have  declined  to  advance, 
knowing  that  we  could  not  remain  with  supplies  exliausted.  If  we 
could  have  whipped  them  where  they  were  we  could  then  advance  to 
Tupelo  or  Baldwyn,  where  supplies  could  be  obtained.  On  the  retreat 
such  dispositions  were  made  as  to  drive  back  the  enemy  from  their  pur- 
suit on  the  evening  of  the  battle.  Owing  to  the  exhaustion  of  the  ani- 
mals and  the  nattire  of  the  roads,  the  train  and  artillery,  which  had  a 
good  start,  were  unable  to  get  along.  When  followed  and  attacked  the 
next  morning,  our  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted  and  would  soon 
have  given  out,  leaving  the  whole  command  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy. 
It  became  necessary,  therefore,  that  the  retreat  of  the  infantry  should  be 
as  rapid  as  possible,  while  the  cavalry  covered  it  as  long  as  then-  am- 
munition should  hold  out.  I  am  of  the  opinion,  however,  that  the  meii 
might  in  the  retreat  have  been  kept  more  together  and  better  organized. 
I  presume,  however,  that  their  scattered  condition  in  a  great  measure 
arose  from  their  desire  to  accommodate  their  march  to  that  of  the  cav* 
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airy,  to  which  they  seemed  to  look  for  protection,  and  many  fell  out  of 
the  panks  in  consequence  of  the  rapidity  of  the  march. 

In  regard  to  statements  circulated,  charging  you  Avith  being  intoxi- 
cated during  the  march  and  on  the  field  of  battle,  I  can  safely  say,  from 
my  own  observation,  that  they  are  entirely  false. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  WILKIN, 
Col.  Ninth  Minnesota  Vols.,  and  Late  Comdg.  First  Brigade. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  23, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  D.  Sturgis: 

General  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  yesterday,  I  repeat 
what  I  expressed  to  you  at  Eipley  ia  presence  of  Colonels  McMillen  and 
Hoge,  that  to  advance  beyond  that  point  under  the  circumstances  would 
in  my  opinion  lead  to  disaster.  The  command  was  encumbered  with  a 
large  train.  The  roads  were  in  very  bad  condition,  and  the  movement 
toward  the  enemy's  line  of  communication  had  been  so  slow  as  to  give 
him  ample  time  to  learn  our  strength  and  concentrate  his  forces.  Not 
having  seen  your  instructions,  I  do  not  know,  except  from  conversation 
with  yourself,  what  dispositions  you  were  compelled  to  make  in  accord- 
ance therewith.  I  cannot  form  an  opinion  upon  all  the  points  in  rela- 
tion to  which  you  ask  it  sufficiently  decided  and  satisfactory  to  admit 
of  its  publication.  Since  returning  from  the  expedition  I  have  heard  re- 
ports to  the  effect  tliat  you  were  drunk  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  I  take 
pleasure  in  saying  that  I  know  them  to  be  false.  Neither  then  nor  dur- 
ing the  expedition  did  I  see  in  you  the  least  sign  of  any  undue  use  ot 
intoxicating  hquor.  No  other  charges  of  personal  misconduct  against 
yourself  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  I  believe  that  you  used  your 
best  endeavors  to  obey  the  orders  of  your  superiors  and  to  accomplish 
the  objects  of  the  expedition. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  GEIERSON, 

Brigadier-General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Cav.  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps, 

White's  Station,  June  23,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  D.  Sturgis: 

General  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  dat«,  asking  me  to  state 
my  opinion  of  the  manner  in  which  you  conducted  the  recent  expedition 
into  Mississippi,  and  of  the  extent  to  Avhich  the  failure  of  that  expedi- 
tion is  to  be  attributed  to  your  fault.  In  reply  I  beg  to  state  that  (while 
I  was  not  informed  of  the  i)recise  orders  under  which  you  proceeded, 
and  had  no  means  of  knowing  the  full  import  of  the  information  which 
you  received  of  the  position,  strength,  and  intentions  of  the  enemy)  so 
far  as  I  was  able  to  judge  of  the  objects  of  the  expedition,  and  of  the 
forces  opposed  to  us,  I  at  no  time  doubted  that  it  was  your  duty  to  go 
on  and  to  engage  the  enemy  wherever  he  might  be  found.  On  the  day 
of  the  battle  of  Brice's  Cross-Eoads  I  commanded  the  head  of  the  column, 
and  found  it  impossible  to  get  any  but  the  most  vague  information  con- 
ceriiiug  the  rebel  force  iu  our  front  until  we  actually  reached  the  field 
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where  the  battle  was  fought.  Even  here  it  seemed  doubtful  that  we 
would  meet  with  serious  opposition.  It  became  necessary  to  send  out 
patrols  to  procure  fuller  information.  The  patrol  toward  Baldwyn  al- 
most immediately  struck  a  strong  pi(;ket  of  the  enemy,  and  was  re-en- 
forced before  the  numbers  opposed  to  us  could  be  known.  We  were 
engaged  by  a  force  Avhich  I  thought,  as  did  General  Grierson,  must  be 
met  by  my  whole  brigade;  and  I  at  once  took  up  the  only  good  position 
for  more  than  a  mile  to  our  rear.  I  think  you  were  right  in  desiring  to 
hold  this  position,  and  nothing  for  the  first  two  hours  of  the  battle  in- 
dicated that  it  could  not  be  held  until  the  whole  infantry  force  came  up; 
indeed,  it  was  held  until  my  brigade  was  relieved  by  the  head  of  the  in- 
fantry column.  Even  when  I  fell  back  to  a  new  position  I  saw  no 
reason  why  the  battle  should  not  be  decided  in  our  favor.  From  this 
time  until  the  retreat  I  was  with  you;  and  I  had  occasion  to  observe 
your  management  of  the  battle.  Here,  certainly,  was  no  cause  for 
the  unjust  criticisms  which  have  been  passed  upon  you.  You  were 
cool  and  energetic,  and  certainly  did  all  that  lay  in  your  power  to  make 
the  engagement  successful ;  and  when  defeat  was  evident  you  did  all 
.  that  could  be  done  to  prevent  the  disaster  which  followed.  1  am  confi- 
dent that,  owing  to  the  force  and  vigor  of  the  enemy's  pursuit,  it  was 
impossible  to  save  the  train,  or  the  artillery  which  was  behind  it,  on  the 
retreat;  and  that  any  decided  stand  made  with  the  intention  of  rescu- 
ing the  infantry,  which  was  last  engaged,  would  have  resulted  in  the 
capture  of  your  entire  force.  The  only  plan  by  which  any  of  the  infantry 
could  be  saved  was  the  one  which  they  instinctively  adopted,  that  of 
taking  to  the  woods  and  finding  their  own  way  to  our  lines.  Had  you 
taken  the  grave  responsibility  of  hurrying  back  the  expedition  at  Eip- 
ley,  you  would  have  avoided  the  disaster  of  the  battle.  Whether  or 
not  you  ought  to  have  done  so  I  cannot  decide,  not  knowing  what  your 
information  was ;  but  I  am  sure  that  if  you  had  the  unfavorable  com- 
ments of  the  discontented  would  have  been  tenfold  more  loud  and 
amazing  than  they  now  are.  The  rude  character  of  the  country  through 
which  we  were  moving  rendered  all  tactical  precautions  (except  a  sim- 
l)le  advance  guard)  impossible;  while  it  was  so  utterly  barren  that  an 
immediate  advance  or  retreat  was  necessary  to  procure  forage  for  teams 
and  cavalry  horses.  Not  turning  back  you  had  but  one  course  to  pur- 
sue: To  find  the  enemy  where  you  could  and  to  fight  him  on  his  own 
ground  and  on  his  own  terms.  This  you  did  as  well  as  you  could,  and 
I  am  ready  to  testify,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
battle  and  the  retreat,  that  you  acquitted  yourself  nobly  and  well;  that 
you  merit  the  commendation  of  all  who  have  a  right  to  express  an  opin- 
ion in  the  matter,  as  you  have  already  received  that  of  your  comrades, 
who  saw  you  under  the  trying  circumstances  of  action  and  defeat. 

I  wish  that  any  words  of  mine  could  arrest  the  slander  that  you  were 
under  the  influence  of  liquor  during  the  fight;  but  such  calumnies 
travel  too  fast  for  honest  refutation  to  overtake  them ;  and  on  this 
score  I  can  only  offer  you  the  modified  consolation  of  saying  that  I  and 
my  staft^  who  saw  much  of  you  before,  during,  and  after  the  battle,  are 
ready  to  brand  that  falsehood  as  it  deserves  whenever  it  may  appear 
before  us.  Be  good  enough,  general,  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my 
personal  regard,  and  command  my  assistance  whenever  it  can  be  of 
service  to  you. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  E.  WAKING,  Jr., 
•Colonel  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry,  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  FiiiST  Beig.,  First  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps, 

Moscow,  Term.,  June  24,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  D.  Sturgis,  U.  S.  Voluuteers: 

General  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  22d  instant,  requesting  me  to  give  you  a  statement, 
in  writing,  setting  forth  my  views  of  the  causes  of  our  defeat  at  Brice's 
Cross-Eoads;  my  knowledge  of  your  general  management  of  the  cam-». 
paign ;  and  whether  or  not,  in  my  opinion,  you  were  to  blame  for  the 
failure  of  the  expedition ;  and  if  so,  to  what  extent.  I  respectfully 
submit  the  following  statement : 

First,  as  to  the  causes  of  the  defeat:  In  my  opinion  they  are  to  be 
sought  in  the  nature  of  the  expedition  you  were  charged  Avith  conducting. 
The  expedition  consisted  of  5,000  infantry  and  3,000  cavalry,  with  a  train 
of  more  than  200  wagons,  making  some  4,600  animals  to  be  subsisted. 
Eations  for  the  men  were  transported  in  the  wagons,  but  after  leaving 
La  Fayette  you  were  entirely  dependent  upon  the  country  for  forage. 
The  line  of  march  was  through  a  country  devastated  by  the  war,  and 
containing  little  or  no  forage,  rendering  it  extremely  difficult,  and  for_ 
the  greater  j)ortiou  of  the  time  imiiossible,  to  maintain  the  animals  in  a' 
serviceable  condition.  The  roads  were  narrow,  leading  through  dense 
forests,  and  over  streams  rendered  almost  impassable  by  the  heavy 
rains  which  fell  daily  from  the  time  we  left  Memphis  until  our  return. 
The  Qountry  was  new  to  you,  and  I  know  the  difficulty  you  constantly 
encountered  in  obtaining  information  concerning  roads  and  crossings 
of  streams.  Almost  every  man  and  woman  along  the  line  of  march  is 
an  enemy,  eager  to  communicate  information  of  our  force  and  move- 
ments, but  professing  entire  ignorance  as  to  the  position  or  number  of 
the  enemy.  Laboring  under  all  these  disadvantages,  you  moved  against 
an  enemy  who  j)ossessed  long  lines  of  railroad  with  which  to  concentrate 
troops  and  supplies  at  any  point  you  might  threaten.  He  only  had  to 
await  your  arrival  near  the  railroad,  and  with  a  superior  force  over- 
power your  army  and  drive  it  back  with  heavy  loss  in  men  and  material. 
Either  you  were  obliged  to  abandon  the  object  of  the  expedition 
before  reaching  the  immediate  presence  of  the  enemy,  or  overpower 
him  with  that  portion  of  your  army  which  could  be  spared  from  guard- 
ing the  long  line  of  wagons.  The  latter  you  attempted  but  failed  in, 
from  the  simple  fact  that  the  enemy  developed  a  heavier  force  than  you 
could  bring  into  action.  The  engagement  itself  was,  so  far  as  1  know, 
managed  as  well  as  circumstances  would  permit,  was  fought  with  spirit, 
even  desperation,  and  with  no  loss  of  consequence,  in  material  or  men 
(except  the  killed  and  wounded).  You  were,  however,  defeated  and 
obliged  to  retreat  over  an  impassable  road  during  a  dark  night,  and  with 
exhausted  animals  and  men.  Under  these  circumstances  teams  and 
artillery  were  abandoned,  in  order  to  save  a  heavier  loss  in  men. 

Second,  as  to  your  management  of  the  campaign :  I  have  never  known 
greater  efforts  to  be  made  by  any  commanding  ofiBcer  to  conduct  a  col- 
umn of  troops  in  an  orderly  and  compact  manner  than  were  made  by 
you.  I  know  that  you  were  extremely  anxious  that  the  troops  should 
be  kept  well  In  hand,  ready  for  any  emergency,  and  that  every  precau- 
tion was  taken  to  in-event  surprise.  I  also  know  that  every  means  was 
taken  by  you  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
and  his  strength;  and  that  your  eiforts  in  this  line  were  extremely  un- 
satisfactory. On  the  day  of  the  battle  the  column  was  as  well  closed 
up  as  the  nature  of  the  road  over  which  we  wert^moving  would  permit, 
and  the  troops  were  put  into  position  as  fast  as  they  could  come  ujj. 
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Before  closing,  general,  I  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  important 
tact  that  when  we  reached  Itipley,  ypur  judgment,  and  the  judgment 
ot  otticers  high  ui  command,  would  liave  turned  you  back,  had  it  not 
been  that  your  orders  to  proceed  were  positive;  and  for  the  reason  that 
only  a  short  time  before  you  had  conducted  another  expedition  to  near 
the  same  point,  and  had  returned,  because  you  considered  farther  prog- 
,  ress  extremely  hazardous,  if  not  impracticable.  In  the  face  of  this 
decision  you  were  sent  through  the  same  country,  encumbered  with  a 
heavy  train,  without,  so  far  as  I  know,  discretionary  powers;  and  you 
went  on  to  meet  the  disaster  your  better  judgment  told  you  was  immi- 
nent should  we  encounter  an  enemy  iu  force  beyond  Ripley.  As  to  the 
slanderous  charges  with  which  the  country  is  being  flooded  concerning 
you  personally,  they  are  simply  false,  and  beneath  your  notice  or  mine. 

W.  L.  McMILLEN, 
Colonel  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  Infantry,  Commanding. 


Meiviphis,  Tenn.,  June  26,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.T.  Sherman: 

General  :  I  send  my  aide,  Capt.  W.  C.  Eawolle,  to  visit  you  in  person, 
in  order  that  you  may  receive  a  true  version  of  the  circumstances  which 
led  to  the  failure  of  my  expedition.  I  regTet  that  I  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  complete  my  oflicial  report  and  furnish  you  with  a  copy.  I  am 
exceedingly  anxious  that  you  receive  the  newspaper  slanders  for  what 
they  are  worth,  and  make  up  your  mind  as  to  my  part  of  this  unfortu- 
nate affair  only  after  hearing  the  truth.  On  returning  to  Memphis  I 
asked  General  Washburn  to  relieve  me  from  active  duty  for  the  present. 
He  did  so,  and  directed  me  to  report  by  telegraph  to  the  Secretary  of 
War.  This  I  did,  but  have  received  no  reply.  I  also  made  application 
for  a  court  to  investigate  the  causes  of  our  defeat.  A  court  or  commis- 
sion has  been  ordered,  but  not  at  my  request,  and  nearly  all  the  com- 
manders of  divisions  and  brigades  (whom  1  asked  might  be  summoned) 
have  again  taken  the  field.  The  commission,  I  learn,  will  meet  to- 
morrow, and  I  am  retained  as  a  witness.  In  short,  there  is  no  doubt 
but  this  is  a  simple  inquisition,  and  I  do  hope  you  will  dissolve  it  and 
order  a  commission  of  intelligent  officers  who  will  give  me  a  hearing. 
I  inclose  copies  of  communications  received  from  Colonel  McMillen,* 
who  commanded  the  infantry,  and  Colonel  Waring,t  who  commanded  a 
brigade  of  cavalry.  I  have  others  and  will  receive  still  others  from 
nearly  all  commanders,  as  they  have  called  upon  me  to  tender  their  tes- 
timony in  regard  to  my  conduct  of  the  campaign.  If  you  order  a  court  I 
hope  it  will  be  at  some  other  point  than  this,  say  Cincinnati  or  Louis- 
ville, or  anywhere  except  here. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Covington,  Kt.,  January  12, 1864  [1865], 
Col.  E.  D.  TowNSEND,  U.  S.  Army, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Colonel:  Inclosed  you  will  please  find  a  communication  which 
(though  addressed  to  yourself)  I  will  thank  you  to  lay  before  the  hon. 

*  See  June  24,  p.  100.  t  See  Juue  23,  p.  98. 
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orable  Secretary  of  War,  with  such  favorable  indorsement  as  yon  may 
think  the  case  demands.    I  would  also  ask  for  authority,  in  any  case, 
to  visit  Memphis  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  such  papers  as  may  be 
necessary  for  my  defense  at  this  or  at  any  fiiture  time. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 
Brigadier- General. 


[Indorsements.] 


January  18, 1865. 


Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
A  court  of  inquiry  could  not  be  assembled  at  the  ijresent  time,  with 
the  necessary  witnesses  now  scattered  on  distant  expeditions,  ^vithout 
manifest  injury  to  the  service. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-  General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

War  Department, 

January  19,  1865. 
File.    A.  G.  O. 
By  order : 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 

Colonel,  Inspector- General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Covington,  Ky,,  January  13, 1865. 

Adjutant-General  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 

Sir  :  As  a  great  many  malicious  misrepresentations  have  been  spread 
before  the  country  in  regard  to  my  conduct  of  the  campaign  into  North- 
east Mississippi  last  summer,  by  which  I  have  been  placed  in  a  false 
and  injurious  light  before  the  people  and  the  Government,  I  would  re- 
spectfully ask  that  an  opportunity  be  afforded  me  oi  defending  myself 
before  a  court  of  inquiry  composed  of  intelligent  officers  of  experience. 
In  case  it  should  be  deemed  impracticable  to  order  such  a  court  at  this 
time,  I  would  respectfully  ask  that  I  be  ordered  to  report  in  person  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  in  order  that  I  may  be  enabled  to 
X)]ace  myself  right,  at  least,  before  the  Government.  I  have  thus  far 
and  for  a  long  time  borne  quietly,  and  with  as  much  patience  as  I  could 
command,  the  thousand  calumnies  which  have  been  heaped  upon  my 
head,  and  which  (unintentionally,  I  am  sure)  have  received  more  or  less 
confirmation  by  the  course  which  the  War  Department  has  been  pleased 
to  adopt  in  regard  to  me,  but  I  have  never  abandoned  the  hope  that  a 
just  Government,  and  one  to  whose  interests  I  have  devoted  over 
twenty-two  of  the  best  years  of  my  life,  Avould,  sooner  or  later,  afford 
me  that  hearing  which  is  due  to  my  long  and  faithful  service — due  to 
those  friends  who  have  stood  by  me  through  evil  as  well  as  through 
good  report — due  to  the  tnith  of  history,  and  due  in  an  eminent  degree 
to  abstract  justice  itself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 
Br igadierr  General,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 
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No.  3. 

Report  of  Col.  William  L.  McMillen,  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  Infantry^  com- 
manding Infantry  Division. 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  22, 1864. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  moved  with  mj  command  (the 
•  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps)  on  the  morning 
of  the  1st  instant  to  the  depot  of  the  Memphis  and  Cliarleston  Eailroad, 
where  the  Ninth  Minnesota  Infantry,  which  had  been  temporarily  as- 
signed, joined  the  brigade.  The  troops  were  embarked  on  the  cars,  the 
artillery  and  train  going  by  road,  the  former  reaching  a  point  near  La 
Fayette,  Avhen  we  camped  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant,  by  order  of  Brigadier-General 
Sturgis,  I  was  placed  in  command  of  all  the  infantry  connected  with 
the  expedition,  which  was  organized  as  follows :  First  Brigade,  Col. 
Alexander  Wilkin,  Ninth  Minnesota  Infantry,  commanding— Seventy- 
second  Ohio  Infantry  Veteran  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  G. 
Eaton  commanding;  Ninety -fifth  Ohio  Infantry  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col. 
Jefferson  Brumback  commanding;  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illi- 
nois Infantry  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  John  F.  King  commanding; 
Ninety-third  Indiana  Infantry  Volunteers,  Col.  De  Witt  C.  Thomas 
commanding;  Ninth  Minnesota  Infantry  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  F. 
Marsh  commanding;  Company  E,  First'lllinois  Light  Artillery,  Capt. 
John  A.  Fitch  commanding;  section  Sixth  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  M. 
Mueller  commanding.  Second  Brigade,  Col.  George  B.  Hoge,  One  hun- 
dred and  thirteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding — Eiglity-flrst  Illinois 
Infantry  Volunteers;  Ninety-fifth  Illhiois  Infantry  Volunteers;  One 
hundred  and  eighth  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers;  One  hundred  and 
thirteenth  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers;  One  hundred  and  twentieth 
Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers;  Company  B,  Second  Illinois  Light  Artil- 
lery, Capt.  F.  H.  Chapman  commanding.  Third  Brigade,  Col.  Edward 
Bouton,  Fifty-ninth  U.  S.  Infantry  (colored),  commanding — Fifty-fifth 
U.  S.  Infantry  (colored),  Maj.  E.  M.  Lowe  commanding;  Fifty-ninth 
U,  S.  Infantry  (colored),  Lieut.  Col.  Eobert  Cowden  commanding; 
Battery  F,  Second  TJ.  S.  Artillery  (colored),  Capt.  C.  A.  Lamberg  com- 
manding. 

During  the  organization  of  the  infantry  division,  the  large  supply 
and  ammunition  train  was  brought  up  by  the  cavalry  and  turned  over 
to  me  for  safe  conduct.  The  cavalry  moved  on  the  same  day  in  the 
direction  of  Lamar,  and  the  next  morning  at  3.30  o'clock  the  infantry 
was  in  motion  in  the  same  direction.  From  this  time  until  the  morning 
of  the  10th  instant  nothing  of  ijnj)ortance  occurred  beyond  the  diffi- 
culties constantly  encountered  in  consequence  of  heavy  rains  daily, 
causing  the  streams  to  be  much  swollen  and  the  roads  almost  impass- 
able, together  with  the  embarrassment  we  labored  under  in  procuring 
forage,  our  line  of  march  being  through  a  country  destitute  of  supplies. 
Our  progress  was  necessarily  slow  and  laborious,  giving  the  enemy 
ample  opportunity  to  ascertain  our  force  and  make  arrangements  to 
meet  us  with  superior  numbers. 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th  we  reached  a  point  on  the  Eipley  and  Ful- 
ton road,  fifteen  or  sixteen  miles  from  the  former  place,  where  we  camped 
for  the  night,  marching  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  in  the  direction  of 
the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad,  expecting  to  strike  it  at  or  in  the  vicinity 
of  Guntown.  I  had  proceeded  some  five  miles  with  the  head  of  the 
column,  and  halted  to  permit  the  wagon  train  to  cross  the  Hatchie 
Biver  and  close  up.    The  road  through  the  bottom  land  of  this  stream 
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was  almost  impassable,  and  we  found  it  impossible  to  jjut  it  in  good 
condition.    Whilst  waiting  at  the  head  of  my  column  to  hear  from  the 
rear,  I  was  informed  by  General  Sturgis  that  General  Grierson,  com- 
manding Cavalry  Division,  had  struck  the  enemy  beyond  Brice's  Cross- 
Eoads,  some  five  miles  in  advance,  and  was  ordered  to  move  my  leading 
brigade  up  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the  support  of  the  cavalryj  leaving 
the  other  two  brigades  to  come  up  with  the  train.    I  accordingly  or- 
dered Colonel  Hoge,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  in  advance  that  day, 
to  move  up  in  quick  time  without  any  reference  to  the  column  in  his  rear, 
and  sent  my  quartermaster  to  close  up  the  train  and  have  it,  with  the  bri- 
gades of  Colonels  Wilkin  and  Bouton,  move  up  as  rapidly  as  possible.    I 
accompanied  the  advance  brigade,  and,  en  route  to  the  field,  received  re- 
peated and  urgent  orders  to  move  up  as  rapidly  as  possible,  as  the  enemy 
.was  developing  a  large  force  and  driving  our  cavalry  back.   Colonel  Hoge's 
advance  regiment,  the  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois  Infantry, 
reached  the  cross-roads  between  1  and  2  p.  m.,  and  went  into  action  at 
once  on  the  right  of  the  Baldwyn  road,  relieving  Colonel  Waring's  bri- 
gade of  cavalry,  which  had  been  forced  back  to  within  a  short  distance 
of  Brice's  house.    As  fast  as  Colonel  Hoge's  regiments  came  up,  they 
were  deployed  on  the  right  of  the  Baldwyn  road,  extending  the  line  in 
a  semi-circular  form  in  the  direction  of  the  Guntown  road,  relieving  the 
cavalry  as  they  took  position.    As  soon  as  the  regiments  took  their  po- 
sition in  line,  skirmishers  were  thrown  forward,  and  the  men  told  that 
the  enemy  was  in  their  immediate  presence  in  force,  and  that  they  must 
be  prepared  to  meet  a  heavy  attack  soon.    The  skirmish  line  was  estab- 
lished along  the  whole  front  by  Captain  Fernald,  Seventy-second  Ohio 
Infantry,  acting  aide-de-camp,  under  a  constant  fire  from  the  enemy. 
Chapman  was  ordered  in  battery  in  the  open  ground  about  Brice's 
house,  and  directed  to  open  upon  the  enemy  over  the  heads  of  our  men. 
Soon  after  Hoge's  brigade  was  placed  in  position,  the  First  Brigade, 
Colonel  Wilkin,  came  up,  the  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  Infantry  in  advance. 
This  regiment  was  immediately  placed  in  line  on  the  left  of  the  Bald- 
wyn road,  with  instructions  to  assist  the  regiments  of  Hoge's  left  in 
holding  that  road,  and  to  govern  itself  by  the  movements  of  his  bri- 
gade.   The  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois  Infantry  coming  next, 
was  placed  on  the  right  of  Hoge's  brigade,  completing  the  line  to  the 
Guntown  road,  and  relieving  the  cavalry  to  that  point.    The  Ninety- 
third  Indiana  Infantry,  Colonel  Thomas,  was  placed  on  the  right  of  the 
Guntown  road,  over  which  it  was  very  evident  the  enemy  was  then  ad- 
vancing to  attack.    The  Seventy-second  Ohio  Infantry  and  Mueller's  sec- 
tion of  the  Sixth  Indiana  Battery  were  posted  on  an  eminence  in  the 
rear  of  Brice's  house,  to  keep  the  enemy  from  getting  possession  of  a 
bridge  a  short  distance  back,  and  cutting  us  oft'.    Battery  E,  First  Illi- 
nois Light  Artillery,  Captain  Fitch,  and  the  Ninth  Minnesota  Infantry, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Marsh  commanding,  were  held  in  reserve  near  the 
cross-roads.    Colonel  Bouton's  bi-igade  of  colored  troops  had  charge  of 
the  train  on  that  day,  and  had  not  yet  come  up. 

The  arrangements  mentioned  above  had  not  yet  been  fully  completed 
before  the  enemy  made  a  furious  attack  along  the  whole  line  and  on 
each  flank,  developing  the  fact  that  his  force  was  far  superior  to  that 
portion  of  ours  then  engaged.  My  extreme  right,  after  a  sharp  and 
bloody  contest,  was  forced  back,  and  I  was  obliged  to  throw  in  the  only 
regiment  I  had  in  reserve  to  drive  the  enemy  back  and  re-establish  my 
line  at  that  point.  This  work  was  gallantly  performed  by  the  Ninth 
Minnesota,  under  the  heroic  Marsh,  and  I  desire  here  to  express  to  him 
and  his  brave  men  my  thanks  for  their  firmness  and  bravery,  which 
alone  saved  the  army  at  that  critical  moment  from  utter  defeat  and 
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probable  capture.  As  the  enemy  on  our  right  was  being  driven  back 
by  the  Ninth  Minnesota  and  Ninety-third  Indiana,  I  directed  Captain 
Fitch  to  put  one  section  of  his  battery  in  position  on  the  Guutown  road 
and  sweep  it  with  grape  and  canister.  Soon  after  our  success  on  theri  ght, 
the  regiments  on  the  left  and  left  center  gave  back  in  considerable  con- 
fasion,  the  rebels  following  them  in  force  up  to  the  road  over  which  we 
had  advanced,  and  from  which  they  were  kept  by  the  Seventy  second 
Ohio  and  Mueller's  battery  posted  iu  our  rear.  I  endeavored,  aided  by 
my  staff,  to  rally  the  different  regiments  and  get  them  to  advance  to 
their  original  position,  but  failed,  succeeding,  however,  in  forming  a 
line  along  the  Baldwyn  road  and  at  right  angles  with  it,  parallel  to  the 
Fulton  road,  in  which  position  I  fought  until  again  flanked  on  the  left 
and  greatly  exijosed  to  a  captuie  of  the  troops  engaged.  At  this  time 
1  sent  word  to  General  Sturgis  that  I  was  hard  pressed  and  that  unless 
relieved  soon,  I  would  be  obliged  to  abandon  my  position.  I  was  in- 
formed that  he  had  nothing  to  send  me,  and  that  I  must  use  my  discre- 
tion as  to  holding  my  position.  It  had  beeu  evident  for  some  time  that 
the  troops  could  not  remain  in  that  position  long,  as  the  enemy  were 
fast  closing  around  us.  I,  therefore,  determined  to  retire,  and  in  order  to 
do  so  directed  Captains  Fitch  and  Chapman  to  open  arapid  Are  with  grape 
and  canister  along  the  roads  and  through  woods  in  our  immediate  front, 
and  to  maintain  it  until  the  infantry  were  well  under  way,  and  that  I 
would  form  auother  line  a  short  distance  in  the  rear  to  keep  the  enemy 
from  the  cross-roads  until  they  could  get  their  pieces  away. 

This  new  line  was  a  prolongation  of  that  occupied  by  the  Seventy- 
second  Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  formed  by  that  regiment,  the  Ninety- 
fifth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  about  200  dismounted  men  of  the  Tenth 
Missouri  Cavalry,  uuder  Captain  Curry,  who  reported  to  me  for  orders 
un  the  field,  and  rendei'cd  valuable  and  gallant  service  in  assisting  to 
hold  the  enemy  in  check  until  the  retreating  column  had  passed.  The 
main  portion  of  the  First  and  Second  Brigades,  which  had  been  hotly 
engaged  with  the  enemy  for  nearly  three  hours,  now  retired  under 
cover  of  this  new  line,  and.  continued  to  march  by  the  flank  to  the  rear. 
Just  after  crossing  a  smaU  stream  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  the  rear 
of  the  cross-roads  I  met  the  Fifty-fifth  U.  S.  Infantry  (colored),  Maj. 
E.  M.  Lowe  commanding.  I  posted  his  regiment  on  tlie  left  of  the 
road,  with  instructions  to  hold  his  position  until  the  troops  then  en- 
gaged should  retire,  when  he  could  bring  up  the  rear.  A  short  dis- 
tance farther  to  the  rear  I  met  Colonel  Bouton  with  the  Fifty-ninth  U. 
S,  Infantry  (colored)  and  Lamberg's  section  of  artiUery,  in  a  good  po- 
sition on  the  right  of  the  road.  I  remained  with  him  until  the  other 
regiments  of  his  brigade,  which  had  been  posted  near  the  creek  referred 
to  above,  fell  back,  and  ordered  it  into  line  on  his  left,  directing  Colonel 
Bouton  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  as  long  as  possible  in  order  to  give 
the  retiring  column  time  to  take  up  a  new  position  in  the  rear,  which 
was  done  on  a  ridge  near  a  white  house  about  one  and  a  half  or  two 
miles  from  the  battle-field.  This  line  was  formed  by  portions  of  the 
First  and  Second  Brigades,  the  whole  under  command  of  Colonel  Wil- 
kin, and  Colonel  Bouton  was  informed  by  Lieutenant  Barber,  of  my 
staff',  that  he  could  fall  back  and  take  up  a  new  position  in  the  rear  of 
this  line,  my  object  being  to  retire  by  successive  lines.  In  the  mean 
time  the  wagon  train  and  artillery  were  moving  to  the  rear  as  fast  as 
possible.  When  Colonel  Bouton  fell  back  the  enemy  followed  him  up 
iu  heavy  force,  and  the  line  established  at  the  white  house  soon  fell 
back  to  another  position  in  the  rear,  when  a  stand  was  made  and  the 
enemy  repulsed.    In  this  affair  the  Ninth  Minnesota  again  took  a  cou- 
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spicuons  part,  aud  the  colored  regiment  fought  Avith  a  gallantry  which 
commended  them  to  the  faA>^or  of  their  comrades  in  arms.  I  desire  to 
bear  testimony  to  their  bravery  and  endurance,  as  well  as  the  gallantry 
of  Colonel  Oowden  and  Major  Lowe,  commanding  regiments.  This 
checked  the  pursuit  and  ended  the  fighting  for  that  evening.  The 
whole  coliunn  was  then  put  in  motion  for  Ripley.  Upon  reaching  the 
crossing  of  the  Hatchie  the  wagon  train  was  found  stuck  and  the  road 
completely  blockaded,  so  that  the  artillery  had  to  be  abandoned  after 
long,  continued,  and  laborious  effort  on  the  part  of  battery  commanders 
and  the  men  generally  to  get  it  through. 

I  arrived  at  Ripley,  in  company  with  the  general  commanding,  about 
5  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant.  I  at  once  commenced  the 
reorganization  of  my  division.  At  7..30  a.  m.  I  reported  my  command 
reorganized  and  in  tolerably  good  shape,  with  the  exception  that  many 
of  the  men  had  thrown  away  their  arms  during  the  retreat,  and  that 
those  who  had  arms  were  short  of  ammunition.  I  was  directed  by  Gen- 
eral Sturgis  to  move  out  on  the  Salem  road  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade 
of  cavalry,  then  in  advance.  Before  the  troops  all  left  the  town  of  Rip- 
ley the  enemy  made  a  furious  attack  upon  the  place,  gaining  possession 
of  the  road  on  which  we  were  marching  and  cutting  my  command 
in  two.  In  this  attack  the  colored  regiments  and  a  part  of  Hoge's 
brigade  were  engaged,  and,  until  overpowered  by  superior  numbers, 
fought  bravely.  That  portion  of  the  column  cut  oft"  moved  out  on  a  road 
leading  north  from  Ripley,  and  under  the  brave  and  successful  leader- 
ship of  Colonel  Wilkin  succeeded  in  reaching  Memphis.  The  enemy 
followed  and  fought  our  retreating  column  to  the  vicinity  of  Collierville, 
which  place  we  reached  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant,  having 
marched  some  ninety  miles  without  rest. 

As  nearly  as  I  can  ascertain  at  the  date  of  this  report,  the  following- 
table  will  exhibit  the  casualties  of  the  Infantry  Division: 


Killed. 


Commant]. 


First  Brigade . . 
Second  Brigade 
Third  Brigade . 

Total  .... 


2  \  38 

5  ;  34 

1  1  109 

i- 


I 


181 


Wounded 
and  missing. 


10, 
3  1 


145 


Mis.siBg. 


Aggregate. 


811 
407 
IGO 


1,378  !       82 

I 


994 

441 
4U0 


1.836 


In  conclusion  I  beg  to  bear  testimony  to  the  courage,  fidelity,  and 
efiiciency  of  my  staft'  during  the  battle  of  10th.  As  has  always  been 
the  case  they  performed  their  whole  duty.  My  orderlies,  Francis  De 
Freitas,  of  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  [Illinois],  and  Nathan 
Cochran,  of  the  Seventy-second  [Ohio],  deserve  especial  mention  for 
their  conspicuous  gallantry  and  intelligent  performance  of  every  trust. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  official  reports  of  commanding 
officers  of  brigades,  to  which  you  are  respectfully  referred  for  a  more 
particular  notice  of  those  officers  worthy  of  mention. 

I  have  the  honcff  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  L.  McMILLEN, 
Colonel  Kinety-fifth  Ohio  Infantry,  Comdff.  Dirision. 

Capt.  W.  C.  Rawolle, 

Aide-de-Camp,  U.  S.  Army,  and  Actg.  Anst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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No.  4. 

R^ort  of  Col.  Alexander  Wilkin,  Ninth  Minnesota  Infantry,  command- 
ing First  Brigade. 

Sir  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  colonel 
commanding,  the  part  taken  by  the  First  Brigade,  Infantry  Division, 
commanded  by  myself  in  the  recent  engagement  at  Brice's  Gross-Eoads, 
near  Guntown,  Miss.,  on  the  10th  instant: 

My  brigade  on  that  day  marched  in  the  rear  of  the  Second  Brigade,  ' 
commanded  by  Colonel  Hoge,  the  Third  (colored)  Brigade,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Bouton,  being  in  the  rear  of  the  First.  About  11  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  10th  firing  was  heard  in  front,  and  I  was  shortly 
after  informed  that  our  cavalry  had  engaged  that  of  the  enemy  and 
been  driven  back  from  Brice's  Cross-Roads  about  six  miles  in  advance. 
Soon  after  the  Second  Brigade  was  ordered  to  advance  at  double-quick, 
and  I  received  orders  to  march  my  command  as  rapidly  as  I  could  do 
without  leaving  the  supply  train.  Soon  after,  hearing  that  the  Second 
Brigade  Avas  being  severely  pressed,  I  sent  for  permission  to  advance 
more  rapidly,  leaving  the  train  to  be  protected  by  the  Third  Brigade. 
Permission  having  been  obtained  I  moved  on  the  double-quick  for  about 
one  mile,  and  reached  Brice's  house  about  1.30  o'clock,  when  the  brigade 
was  halted.  Colonel  McMillen  then  led  the  Ninety-fifth  Ohio,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Brmnback  commanding,  down  the  road  leading  past  Brice's 
house,  toward  Baldwyn,  and  posted  it  on  the  left  of  the  road  and  on  the 
left  of  the  [One  hundred  and  thirteenth t]  Illinois,  about  one-quarter  of 
a  mile  beyond  Brice's  house.  I  then  returned  with  him  to  the  brigade, 
and  was  directed  to  repair,  with  the  Seventy-second  Ohio  and  the  sec- 
tion of  Captain  Mueller's  Sixth  Indiana  Battery,  to  the  knoll,  on  which 
stood  a  log-house,  about  800  yards  in  rear  of  Brice's  house  and  on  the 
i-ight  as  you  go  to  Eipley.    After  the  guns  had  been  placed  in  position 

and  Captain 's  company  of  the  Seventy-second  Ohio  had  been 

thrown  forward  toward  the  woods  in  front,  the  balance  of  the  regiment 
having  formed  in  line  on  its  left  for  support,  understanding  that  the 
enemy  were  endeavoring  to  get  around  our  left  in  order  to  reach  the 
train  on  the  Eipley  road,  1  directed  Captain  Mueller  to  throw  a  few 
shells  into  the  timber,  which  was  done  with  great  precision  and  eHfect, 
and  which  evidently  checked  their  progress.  Soon  after  I  was  joined 
by  about  seventy-five  dismounted  cavalry,  under  command  of  an  officer 
whose  name  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn,  who  formed  line  and  kept  up 
a  spirited  fire  upon  the  enemy  advancing  from  the  direction  of  the  cross- 
roads. Shortly  after  this  a  small  body  of  the  enemy,  evidently  skir- 
mishers, were  seen  crossing  the  open  field  in  our  rear  and  toward  the 
Eipley  road.  Lieut«nant-Colonel  Eaton,  commanding  the  Seventy- 
second  Ohio,  in  connection  Avith  the  dismounted  cavalry,  opened  fire 
upon  them  and  drove  them  back  in  confusion  to  the  woods. 

About  this  time  I  was  directed  by  a  staff  officer  of  the  colonel  com- 
manding to  advance  with  the  Seventy-second  Ohio  across  the  open  fields 
in  our  front  and  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  take  a  i)osition  in  the  edge 
of  the  woods.  After  proceeding  a  short  distance,  orders  were  given  to 
return  to  the  first  position,  which  was  done.  Upon  my  return  I  found 
Captain  Mueller  had  left  with  his  guns,  as  I  presume  with  orders  given 
during  mv  absence,  his  snpjiort  having  been  removed.  About  this 
time  Captain  [Ewing]  of  the  [Fifty-fifth  tJ.  S.  Colored]  Eegiment,  Afri- 
■can  descent,  reported  to  me  with  his  company,  and  although  wounded 
in  the  leg  and  the  only  officer  Avith  the  company,  expressed  his  readi- 


108  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  LI. 

ness  to  be  of  service.  I  directed  him  to  send  a  few  skirmishers  in  front 
of  the  log -house  into  the  ravine,  and  to  form  the  remainder  of  his  com- 
mand behind  the  fences  and  log  buildings  near  by,  which  was  done. 
Soon  after  the  enemy's  shell  and  canister  were  falling  thick  and  fast 
around  us.  The  remainder  of  our  forces  had  passed  us  and  we.were 
left  alone.  Turning,  I  observed  my  command  moving  by  the  flank  to 
the  rear  across  the  creek  and  bottom,  having,  as  I  understood,  been  or- 
dered to  fall  back  in  order  to  form  anew  line.  Having  proceeded  about 
half  a  mile,  Brigadier-General  Grierson  rode  up  and  directed  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Eaton  to  form  his  regiment  behind  the  fent^es  on  the  right  of 
the  road,  in  rear  of  open  fields,  and  resist  the  advance  of  the  enemy  as 
long  as  practicable.  I  then  rode  on  to  overtake  tlie  balance  of  the 
brigade.  At  the  white  house,  about  a  mile  in  the  rear  and  in  the  road,  I 
found  the  Ninety-flfth  Ohio,  Ninety-third  Indiana,  One  hundred  and 
fourteenth  Illinois,  and  Ninth  Minnesota.  I  was  then  directed  by  the 
colonel  commanding  division  to  form  my  brigade  in  line  on  the  right  of 
the  road  (as  you  go  toward  Kipley),  and  to  contest  the  ground  if  possi- 
ble until  night  set  in.  I  was  informed  that  the  Second  Brigade,  Col- 
onel Hoge  commanding,  and  the  Third  (colored)  Brigade,  Colonel  Bou- 
ton  commanding,  Avere  on  our  right,  and  that  Colonel  McMillen  had 
himself  placed  the  Ninety-third  Indiana  and  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  on  the 
left  of  the  Second  Brigade.  1  was  instructed  that  when,  they  should 
be  obliged  to  retire  through  my  line  my  command  should  remain,  the 
brigades  relieving  each  otlier  as  they  retired.  I  formed  the  Ninth  Min- 
nesota and  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois  respectively  on  the  right 
of  the  road,  as  you  go  towar(J  Eipley,  and  sent  out  skirmishers,  who 
soon  found  the  enemy  in  front.  Lieutenant-Colonel  King  having  in- 
formed me  that  his  ammunition  was  almost  exhausted,  I  directed  Lieu- 
tenant Couse,  Ninth  Minnesota  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  to  iiroceed  to  the  rear  to  procure  a  supply,  but  finding  no  means 
of  transportation  he  brought  back  one  box  on  his  horse. 

The  fighting  at  this  time  was  severe,  continuing  for  over  half  an  hour 
and  until  sundown,  with  considerable  loss,  Avhen,  being  informed  that  we 
had  no  support  on  right  or  left,  and  that  the  enemy  were  about  to  move 
around  our  flank,  I  ordered  the  command  to  fall  back,  which  they  did 
in  good  order,  frequently  facing  to  the  rear  and  firing  upon  the  enemy. 
We  shortly  after  received  an  enfilading  tire  as  we  moved  down  the  road, 
whenlplacedthecommandamongthetreeson oneside.  Wesoon arrived 
at  the  sloije  where  part  of  the  train  had  been  abandoned  and  a  portion 
being  burned.  Shortly  after  passing  the  creek  1  observed  the  skir- 
mishers of  the  Third  Brigade  in  the  open  fields  on  our  left.  Perceiving 
an  ofiBcer  with  them,  1  directed  him  to  have  the  men  form  on  the  right 
of  the  Ninth  Minnesota  in  a  thicket  in  front  of  which  were  large  open 
fields,  over  which  the  enemy  must  pass.  He  informed  me  that  he  was 
not  in  command,  biit  pointed  out  to  me  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cowden, 
who  Avas  severely  wounded.  The  Ninth  Minnesota  formed,  the  One 
hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois  being  on  the  right,  as  I  am  informed  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  King.  The  enemy  soon  appeared  in  large  numbers 
but  not  in  line,  when  a  heavy  fire  was  opened  upon  them  from  the 
thicket,  which  was  kept  up  for  about  twenty  minutes,  and  large  num- 
bers fell.  They  retired  in  confusion.  This  was  between  sundown  and 
dark,  and  the  enemy  did  not  again  appear  in  force.  About  8  o'clock  in 
the  evening  I  halted  the  command  in  order  to  give  them  rest.  At 
this  point  an  officer  in  command  of  a  squadron  of  cavalry  reported  to 
me  that  the  camp-fires  in  front  were  built  by  him  under  orders  from  the 
general  commanding,  in  order  to  deceive  the  enemy,  and  that  he  was 
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directed  to  remain  until  we  had  passed,  and  then  proceed  to  the  front. 
I  then  moved  forward  the  command  until  I  joined  the  colored  brigade. 
The  progress  was  slow,  and  I  was  informed  that  we  were  delayed  by  the 
train  which  was  slowly  pavssing  the  bottom  land  and  creek  some  dis- 
tance ahead.  About  midnight  I  was  informed  that  the  portion  of  the 
train  in  front  had  been  abandoned,  its  farther  progress  being  impossi- 
ble. Finding  this  to  be  the  case,  I  directed  the  animals  remaining  with 
the  rear  of  the  train  to  be  taken  out  and  the  Avagons  abandoned.  The 
train  was  not  burned,  as  I  thought  it  probable  that  /ur  line  of  battle 
had  been  reformed  beyond,  and  that  it  might  yet  be  sa\'ed.  Moreover,  .. 
I  feared  the  conflagration  might  lead  the  enemy  to  believe  that  we  were 
in  full  retreat  and  lead  to  their  immediate  advance  in  force. 

About  daylight  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry  passed  us  going  to  the 
front.  Shortly  after  our  rear  was  fired  upon  by  small  i)arties  of  guer- 
rillas. At  the  Llewellen  Church  we  found  Colonel  Winslow's  brigade  of 
cavalry  formed  in  echelon  by  squadrons,  who  were  skirmishing  sharply 
with  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream.  Arriving  at  Eipley 
at  7.30  a.  m.,  I  waited  for  orders,  but  receiving  none,  and  perceiving 
other  troops  continue  to  pass  on  the  road  to  the  front,  the  cavalry 
remaining  to  protect  our  rear,  I  again  took  up  the  line  of  march.  Hear- 
ing at.  the  cross-roads,  where  I  halted  for  an  hour,  that  the  enemy  in 
force  were  falling  upon  a  large  detachment  of  our  rear  on  the  Salem 
road,  and  that  a  large  cavalry  force  was  about  three  miles  in  our  rear, 
and  being  almost  out  of  ammunition,  I  concluded  to  foUoAv  the  Sauls- 
bury  road,  and  toward  evening  was  joined  by  Captain  Foster,  Fifty- 
ninth  Regiment,  African  descent,  with  about  600  of  his  own  and  the 
Fifty-fifth  Eegiment,  African  descent,  he  having  crossed  over  from  the 
Salem  road,  which  he  considered  unsafe.  That  night  we  bivouacked 
near  Brooks',  about  five  miles  from  Saulsbury. 

The  next  morning  at  daylight  we  resumed  themarch,  and  after  proceed- 
ing about  three  miles  turned  to  the  left,  taking  a  settlement  road,  leading 
to  Davis'  Mills.  Upon  arriving  at  Davis'  1  found  the  bridge  partially 
destroyed,  and  upon  halting  to  repair  it  we  were  fired  upon  by  a  con- 
siderable number  of  the  enemy,  who  were  soon  driven  back,  after 
wounding  two  of  our  men  on  the  hill  and  one  of  the  flankers  of  the  One 
hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois,  and  hitting  the  horse  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  King  while  passing  tlie  swamp  beyond  the  bridge.  Soon  after 
Ave  were  again  attacked  in  front,  but  owing  to  the  vigilance  of  the  half- 
breed  scouts  of  Company  H,  Ninth  Minnesota,  and  the  handsome  con- 
duct of  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Ninety-fifth  Ohio,  under  command 

of  Captain  ,  they  were  unable  to  do  much  execution.    At  one 

time  our  rear  was  charged  upon  by  about  150  of  Buford's  cavaky,  but 
they  were  repulsed  by  the  negro  troops  and  a  few  of  the  half-breeds. 
Our  rear  was,  hoAvever,  occasionally  fired  upon  until  long  after  dark, 
but  the  imperturbable  coolness  and  steadiness  of  the  colored  troops, 
under  command  of  Captain  Foster,  kept  them  in  check  and  prevented 
confusion.  ,  ,  .  ,    j  ,. 

At  12  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  12th  the  command  bivouaxjked  lour 
miles  east  of  Collierville,  Avhich  place  was  reached  about  9  a,  m.  next 
day.  We  found  here  neither  cars,  rations,  nor  re-enforcements.  The 
command  rested  until  noon.  In  the  meantime.  Lieutenant  Hosmer,  of 
the  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois,  brigade  inspector,  volun- 
teered to  proceed  to  some  point  on  the  railroad  from  which  information 
could  be  communicated  of  our  approach.    He  was  joined  by  Captain 

,  of  the  One  hundred  and  eighth  Ilhnois,  Sergeant ,  and 

two  privates.    Within  three  miles  of  OoUierviUe  they  Avere  attacked  by 
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a  party  numbering  about  fifteen,  who  orderert  them  to  halt.  Their 
horses,  already  jaded,  were  put  to  their  speed.  Although  frequently 
tired  upon  and  closely  followed,  no  one  of  the  party  was  killed  or 
wounded.  I  regret  to  say,  however,  that  the  gallant  captain  and  the 
sergeant  were  captured.  The  lieutenant  and  the  two  privates  arrived 
in  safety  at  White's  Station  at  10  a.  m.  As  the  command  approached 
the  vicinity  where  the  party  referred  to  was  attacked,  the  cohimn  was 
halted  and  the  scouts  sent  in  advance,  who  soon  discovered  a  party  of 
the  enemy.  Skirmishing  continued  until  the  whistle  of  the  train  which 
brought  re-enforcements  was  heard.  Hard  bread  was  here  issued  to 
the  men,  while  the  infantry  re-enforcements,  and  the  cavalry  command 
under  Major  Malone,  formed  line  of  battle  in  front  of  the  train  in  time 
to  meet  the  attack  of  a  regiment  of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  The  com- 
mand, numbering  about  1,600  of  the  different  brigades,  arrived  in 
Memphis  on. the  same  evening,  13th  instant,  in  a  pitiable  condition. 
Nearly  all  were  barefooted,  their  feet  badly  blistered  and  swollen,  and 
in  some  cases  poisoned.  Most  of  them  had  eaten  nothing  for  three 
days  and  all  had  suffered  for  want  of  food. 

Colonel  Thomas,  commanding  the  Mnety-third  Indiana;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  King,  commanding  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois;  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Brumback,  commanding  Ninety-flfth  Ohio;  Lieutienant- 
Colonel  Eaton,  commanding  Seventy-second  Ohio;  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Marsh,  commanding  Ninth  Minnesota;  Captain  Fitch,  commanding- 
Light  Battery  E,  [First  Illinois,]  and  Captain  Mueller,  commanding 
section  of  Sixth  Indiana  Battery,  deserve  special  mention  for  the  ju- 
dicious and  gallant  manner  in  which  they  handled  their  respective  com- 
mands. I  am  much  indebted  to  Lieutenant-Colonels  King,  Brumback, 
and  Eaton,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Floyd,  of  the  One  hundred  and 
twentieth  Illinois,  and  other  oflicers,  for  information  in  regard  to  the 
roads  over  which  we  i^assed  in  the  retreat. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  ea(!h  member  of  my  staff. 
The  duties  imposed  upon  them  were  onerous  in  the  extreme,  owing  to 
their  limited  number.  Lieutenant  Couse,  adjutant  of  the  Ninth  Min- 
nesota, acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  although  under  tire  for  the 
tirst  time,  conducted  himself  with  all  the  coolness  of  a  veteran.  Lieu- 
tenant Hosmer,  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois,  inspector  of  the 
brigade,  rendered  me  great  service  as  an  aide.  His  gallant  conduct 
deserves  great  praise.  I  am  also  greatly  indebted  to  Lieutenant  Bailey, 
of  the  Nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  who  volimteered  his  servi(!es 
as  an  aide  early  in  the  action,  and  remained  with  me,  rendering  valu- 
able service,  until  obliged  to  rejoin  his  regiment.  Acting  Brigade  Sur- 
geon R.  H.  Bingham,  and  acting  brigade  quartermaster.  Lieutenant 
Mourer,  of  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  performed 
with  credit  their  respective  duties. 

I  transmit  herewith  the  reports  of  the  regimental  and  battery  com- 
manders, with  the  list  of  casualties  accompanying  the  same.  I  would 
here  remark  that  I  had  no  opportunity  of  seeing  the  Ninety-fifth  Ohio 
while  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Its  severe  loss  attests  its  gallant  con- 
duct and  great  exposure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  WILKIN, 
Colonel  Ninth  Minnesota  Infty.  Vols.,  late  Comdff.  First  Brig.,  &c. 

Lieut.  O.  H.  Abel, 

Actg.  Asst.  Acljt.  Gen.,  Infantry  Division,  U.  /S'.  Forces,  die. 
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No.  5. 

Report  of  Col.  Be  Witt  G.  Thomas,  Mnety-third-Indiana  Infantry. 

Hbadquartees  Ninety  third  Indiana  Infantry, 

June  16, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  regiment  at  the  battle  of  Brice's  Cross  Roads  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  June  I  left  Memphis  with  the  brigade, 
composed  of  the  Seventy- second  Ohio,  Ninety-fifth  Ohio,  One  hundred 
and  fourteenth  Ilhnois,  Ninety-third  Indiana  (my  regiment),  and  at  the 
depot  we  were  joined  by  the  Ninth  Minnesota,  who  were  temporarily 
attached  to  the  brigade. 

There  was  nothing  worthy  of  note  occurred  except  the  incessant  rain 
and  the  almost  utter  impossibility  of  moving  through  the  road,  until  the 
10th  of  the  month.  About  11  o'clock  word  came  to  me  that  it  was  neces- 
sary for  me  to  move  up  at  quick  time;  that  the  cavalry  had  been  en- 
gaged and  the  enemy  had  turned  their  left  flank.  This  was  about  three 
miles  from  the  field  of  battle.  As  soon  as  I  received  the  word  I  ordered 
my  men  to  close  ui)  and  prepare  their  guns  for  action,  supposing,  of 
course,  the  cavalry  had  met  a  superior  force  and  had  been  driven  back ; 
and  I  also  heard  that  the  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois  had  been 
moved  forward  on  the  double-quick,  taking  position  which  checked  the 
enemy  somewhat.  When  I  got  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  the  battle- 
ground I  found  the  cavalry  in  considerable  confusion  at  a  bridge,  trying 
to  reorganize.  Passing  on  to  the  battle-field,  I  found  Colonel  McMillen 
taking  charge  of  the  infantry  as  it  came  in,  and  placing  it  in  position. 
He  told  me  to  take  the  position  on  the  right  of  the  road  leading  to 
Guntown,  which  1  did,  he  staying  until  I  was  in  position.  He  also  told 
me  to  hold  the  position  at  all  hazards,  which  I  attempted  to  do.  When 
in  position  I  threw  out  Company  E  as  skirmishers  in  front  of  the  line. 
In  a  few  minutes  Ave  received  a  fire,  and  upon  looking  up  I  saw  men  ad- 
vancing upon  my  line,-<iressed  in  our  unilbrni  and  carrying  the  Union 
flag,  but  firing  upon  us  as  they  advanced.  Some  of  my  men,  upon  re- 
ceiving the  fii'e,  commenced  firing  vipon  them.  Myself  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Poole,  stopped  thefiring,  supposing,  of  course,itwas  our  own  men, 
when  they  (the  rebels)  poured  into  my  ranJis  a  murderous  fire,  thinning 
my  ranks  at  a  fearful  rate.  I  then  gave  the  command  to  my  men  "  to 
fire."  Then  commenced  one  of  the  hardest  contested  battles  I  have  ever 
witnessed;  the  enemy  flanking  me  every  few  moments  and  my  men 
changing  their  front,  contesting  for  every  foot  of  ground.  At  this  time 
I  threw  Companies  A  and  P  to  the  right  as  skirmishers  "to  protect  my 
flank,  and  also  threw  back  the  right  wing  to  change  my  front ;  Companies 
A  and  F  fell  back  to  the  line,  losing  fearfully.  Here  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Poole,  Adjutant  Moody,  and  Lieutenant  Reeves*  fell  mortally  Avounded 
and  have  since  died ;  Lieutenant  Mooney  and  Captain  Courvoisier  were 
also  badly  wounded. 

After  my  line  was  formed  I  pressed  forward  again  upon  the  enemy, 
drove  them  some  considerable  distance,  and  was  again  outflanked  and 
had  to  again  give  back,  Avhich  I  did  by  retreating  and  firing,  changing 
my  front  as  often  as  it  was  necessary  to  prevent  my  men  from  being 
siirrounded.  I  kept  retreating  and  fighting  until  I  got  back  to  the  frame 
house  in  the  forks  of  the  road.  Finding  the  enemy  Avere  follo\dng  us 
up  very  close,  and  the  battery  being  in  danger,  I  moved  my  men  for- 
ward again,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  Ninth  Minnesota  Regiment 
Avas  enabled  to  gain  the  ground  first  occupied  by  me  in  the  beginning 

^  Survived  hie  -wouBdg, 
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of  the  engagement,  and  the  enemy  giving  way,  left  us  in  comparative 
quiet  for  a  short  timp.    Getting  an  order  to  move  back  to  the  left  rear, 
I  started  with  my  men  by  the  right  flank  and  met  Cajjtaiu  Pernald,  who 
said  I  was  ordered  to  follow  him,  which  I  did.    We  moved  by  the  rear 
of  the  batteries  to  the  left,  and  I  think  in  the  rear  of  the  Third  Brigade, 
on  a  ridge  running  parallel  with  the  line  of  the  Third  Brigade.    We 
had  not  been  here  biit  a  short  time  until  we  were  again  flanked  and 
ordered  to  fall  back  in  the  rear  of  a  fence  a  little  under  the  crest  of  the 
hill.    At  this  point  we  received  a  very  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  which 
we  returned,  killing  and  wounding  a  great  many  of  the  enemy.    In 
this  line  I  found  a  detachment  of  the  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry  on  my 
right  and  the  Ninety -fifth  Ohio  on  my  left.    Finding  the  enemy  were 
coming  in  on  our  flank  and  rear,  Ave  were  ordered  by  Adjutant  Abel,  of 
Colonel  McMillen's  staff,  to  fall  back.    We  moved  back  in  good  order 
until  we  arrived  at  the  large  white  house  on  the  hill.    Here  I  found 
Colonel  Wilkin  and  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  forming  a  line  of  battle  on 
the  left  of  the  road  facing  the  first  battle-gTOund.    Colonel  McMilleii 
rode  by  and  requested  me  to  ride  with  him  a  short  distance.    I  left  the 
command  of  the  regiment  to  Captain  Swift,  and  when  I  returned  to 
where  I  had  left  him  he  had  moved  off  to  the  right,  and  left  some  ten 
or  twenty  men  whom  I  got  together,  and  with  some  of  them  I  burned 
a  portion  of  the  wagon  train.    I  then  moved  forward  and  in  a  short 
time  I  caught  up  with  the  regiment,  which,  1  think,  was  composed  of 
about  190  men.    About  this  time  the  retreat  had  commenced  in  good 
earnest,  the  wagon  train,  artillery,  and  cavalry  blocking  up  the  road  so 
effectually  it  was  impossible  to  get  infantry  along  it.    I  gave  the  com- 
mand of  the  regiment  to  Captain  Swift  and  went  forward  on  the  road. 
I  arrived  at  Ripley  about  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  where 
I  found  the  regiment.  At  7  o'clock  orders  came  for  us  to  take  up  line  of 
march  for  Salem.    When  I  got  my  regiment  in  line  I  was  informed  that 
you  had  not  arrived,  and  we  were  fearful  that  you  had  been  captured. 
1  Avas  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  brigade,  which  I  i>roceeded  to  do 
to  the  best  of  my  ability.    The  (lavalry  were  moving  at  a  very  rapid 
pace,  and  my  orders  were  to  keep  my  command  well  closed  up  upon  the 
cavalry.     In  moving  out  of  Ripley  our  rear  guard  of  cavalry   was 
driven  in,  and  the  enemy  came  dashing  up  to  within  150  yards  of  my 
line  and  commenced  pouring  into  it  a  A'ery  severe  fire,  but  we  kept 
moving  off  rapidly  to  give  way  for  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades, 
which  were  in  the  rear.    At  this  place  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades 
were  cut  off,  which  left  the  First  Brigade  in  the  rear.    After  marching 
at  an  unusual-pace  for  infantry,  to  keep  closed  up  upon  the  cavalry  for 
some  six  or  seven  miles,  we  came  to  a  very  bad  slough  for  cavalry  or 
infantry  to  cross.    The  Seventy-second  Ohio  being  across,  the  Fourth 
Missouri,  being  the  rear  guard  and  being  hard  pressed,  came  dashing 
through  my  rear  regiments  of  infantry,  which  let  the  rebels  into  them. 
They,  being  out  of  ammunition,  were  compelled  to  break  to  the  brush. 
But  very  few  of  them  werecaptured,  but  made  their  Avay  to  Colliervillc, 
but  were  compelled  to  throw  away  tlieir  guns  and  accouterments,  after 
destroying  them  so  they   would  not  be  any  benefit  to  the  enemy. 
When  the  Fourth  Missouri  broke  they  came  running  through  my  ranks, 
crying  "the  enemy  is  coming,"  which  caused  considerable  confusion.    I 
sent  forward  to  the  colonel  of  the  Third  Iowa  (Colonel  Noble),  and  told 
him  our  condition.    He  immediately  threw  out  two  companies  of  his 
regiment,  which  checked  the  rebel  advance.    In  a  few  moments  after, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Eaton,  of  the  Seventy-second  Ohio,  came  to  me  and 
told  me  that  the  most  of  his  regiment  was  captured,  which  left  mo 
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without  a  command,  except  a  few  stragglers  whom  I  told  to  make  the 
best  of  their  way  to  the  railroad  and  follow  that  down  to  La  Fayette. 
After  this  there  was  nothing  of  importance  occurred  until  our  arrival  at 
Collierville,  where  we  were  relieved  by  re-enforcements.  The  enemy 
followed  us  untU  4  o'clock  Sunday  morning,  firing  into  us  at  every  op- 
portunity. 

I  have  in  camp  about  the  number  of  men  that  I  brought  off  the  bat- 
tle-field proper. 

My  killed,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  ascertain,  are  3  officers  and  21  en- 
listed men;  and  wounded,  3  officers  and  58  enlisted  men;  officers  miss- 
ing, 8;  enlisted  men  missing,  165. 

1  would  beg  leave  to  mention  in  connection  with  my  report  that  Col. 
W.  L.  McMillen,  in  command  of  the  infantry  force,  was  always  present 
in  time  of  need  to  encourage  my  men  and  give  me  the  assistance  neces- 
sary, and  to  his  most  efficient  staff,  Captain  Fernald,  Lieutenant  and 
Adjutant  Abel,  Lieutenant  Barber,  and  others,  I  shall  always  remain 
under  obligations  for  their  valuable  assistance.  I  would  also  beg  leave 
to  mention  in  connection  with  my  report  Captain  McGrayel,  Captain 
Elliott,  and  Captain  Swift,  who  rendered  me  most  efficient  service  after 
the  death  of  my  lieutenant-colonel  and  adjutant  in  changing  my  lines 
and  keeping  the  men  in  lines  during  the  engagements  and  the  retreat. 
I  am  also  under  obligations  to  Doctors  Ford  and  Sackett,  of  my  regi- 
ment, for  services  rendered  upon  the  battle-field  and  after,  in  caring  for 
the  wounded,  &c.  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Quartermaster  Quail  also 
has  my  kindest  regards  for  his  efficient  services  as  forage  master  for  regi- 
ment and  brigade.  In  fact,  the  officers  and  men  behaved  nobly,  as  they 
have  always  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  heretofore. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  C.  THOMAS, 
Colonel,  Gomd^g.  Ninety-third  Regiment  Indiana  Vols. 

Col.  Alexander  Wilkin, 

Commanding  First  Brigade  U.  8.  Forces  in  the  Field. 
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Rqaort  of  Lieut.  Col.  Josiah  F.  Marsh,  Ninth  Minnesota  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Finth  Minnesota  VoLtTNTEERS, 

Memphis,  June  15, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  command  at  the  time  it  joined 
the  expedition  under  Brigadier-General  Sturgis  on  the  1st  instant,  con- 
sisted of  30  commissioned  officers  and  635  enlisted  men.  We  arrived 
on  the  battle-field  at  Guntown  on  the  10th  instant,  and  went  into  action 
about  2  p.  m.,  and  left  the  field  in  good  order  about  7  p.  m.,  bringing  up 
the  rear.  The  following  are  the  casualties  as  far  as  known :  Enlisted  men 
killed,  7;  enlisted  men  missing,  272.  Of  the  272  missing  20  are  known 
to  be  wounded.  Officers  missing,  8,  many  of  whom  are  believed  to  have 
been  either  killed  or  disabled.  I  succeeded  in  bringing  back  to  this 
place  of  my  command  22  officers  and  356  enlisted  men,  including  7 
enlisted  [men]  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  MAESH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Ninth  Minnesota  Volunteers,  Gomdg. 

[Lieut.  O.  H.  Abel, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 
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No.  7. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  G.  Eaton,  Seventy-second  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Seventy-second  Ebgt.  Ohio  Vet.  Vol.  Infty., 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  18, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  "with  Special  Orders,  No.  39,  headquarters  First 
Brigade,  First  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  dated  Memphis,  Tenn., 
May  31, 1864,  this  regiment,  as  part  of  the  infantry  force  commanded  by 
Col.  W.  L.  McMillen,  reported  at  the  Memphis  and  Charlest«m  depot  at 
6  a.  m.  June  1, 1864.  From  the  depot  we  were  transported  by  rail  to  a 
point  about  three  miles  eastof  Collierville,  from  whence  we  i»roceeded  by 
slow  and  easy  marches  to  our  camj)  on  the  side  hill,  about  four  miles  north 
of  the  Hatchie  bottom,  where  we  arrived  the  eveuing  of  June  9.  The 
march  of  the  command,  of  which  the  Seventy-second  Ohio  formed  a  part, 
from  Collierville  to  this  camp,  was  slow  on  account  of  rainy  weather, 
muddy  roads,  and  being  encumbered  Avith  a  train  of  some  250  wagons. 

At  6  a.  m.  June  10  we  moved  from  this  camp,  marching  at  a  good  pace 
for  about  nine  miles,  when  I  was  notified  by  Captain  Bnckland  of  Colonel 
McMillen's  staff,  that  the  cavalry  command  was  engaged  with  the  enemy 
in  front,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  me  to  hurry  up  my  regiment. 
Accordingly  I  moved  my  regiment  at  a  very  rapid  pace  some  three  miles 
to  the  battle-field,  where  we  arrived  between  2  and  3  p.  m.  The  day 
being  extremely  hot  and  sultry,  quite  a  number  of  my  men  fell  out  before 
we  arrived  there,  being  overcome  with  heat  and  fatigue.  Upon  arriv- 
ing at  the  battle-field,  by  order  of  Col.  W.  L.  McMillen,  commanding 
Infantry  Division,  the  Seventy-second  Eegiment  was  stationed  on  the 
left  of  the  line  to  support  Mueller's  battery,  which  was  immediately 
on  its  right,  and  cover  the  road  to  the  rear.  The  battery  was  stationed 
on  a  hill  in  front  of  a  log  house,  the  right  of  the  Seventy-second  resting 
near  the  battery,  and  the  regiment  extending  to  the  left  nearly  to  the 
foot  of  the  hill.  In  front  of  the  Seventy-second,  about  250  yards,  was 
another  hill,  on  the  top  of  which  were  stationed  a  few  rebels,  concealed 
by  bushes  and  rail  fence.  The  space  between  the  Seventy-second  and 
the  rebel  line  was  an  open  field,  giving  us  a  good  opportunity  to  see 
any  advance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  I  had  five  companies  deploy 
as  skirmishers  to  the  front  and  to  the  right.  They  kept  up  a  little  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  Colonel  Wil- 
kin, commanding  brigade,  ordered  me  to  withdraw  my  regiment  from 
the  jjosition  on  the  left  of  the  line,  and  to  form  it  in  line,  so  that  the  left 
would  rest  about  one  hundred  yards  to  the  right  of  Mueller's  battery. 
Colonel  Wilkin  informed  me  that  the  object  of  this  movement  was  to 
protect  the  cavalry  while  they  should  retreat  across  the  bridge  to  the 
rear.  Accordingly  I  wi  chdrew  my  regiment,  with  the  exception  of  the  five 
companies  which  had  previously  been  deployed  as  skirmishers,  but  had 
not  arrived  at  the  position  where  I  was  ordered  to  establish  my  regiment 
before  the  five  companies  deployed  as  skirmishers  were  heavily  engaged 
with  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy.  I  suggested  to  Colonel  Wilkin  the 
propriety  of  moving  my  regiment  back  to  its  former  position,  for  the 
reason  that  if  the  enemy  should  drive  back  my  five  skirmish  companies 
it  would  enable  him  to  possess  the  road  to  our  rear,  thereby  cutting  us 
off  from  retreat  in  case  of  disaster,  and  also  enable  him  to  destroy  the 
large  train  of  ammunition  and  commissary  stores.  Colonel  Wilkin, 
seeing  how  much  damage  the  enemy  could  do  by  forcing  back  tlie  lett 
of  our  line,  consented  to  my  returning  to  my  first  position.  As 
soon  as  my  regiment  arrived  at  the  first  position  a  heavy  line  of  the 
enemy's  skirmishers,  which  extended  quite  a  distance  beyond  the  left  of 
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my  skirmish  line,  was  seen  advancing  across  the  open  iield.  I  formed  my 
command  so  as  to  give  the  men  a  good  range  of  that  part  of  the  enemy's 
line  of  skirmishers  which  extended  beyond  the  left  of  my  line  of  skir- 
mishers. A  few  voUeys  hred  by  my  command  caused  the  enemy  to  with- 
draw. Just  at  this  moment  I  discovered  that  the  wbole  infantry  com- 
mand, with  the  exception  of  my  regiment,  was  retreating.  lu  a  very 
few  minutes  Colonel  McMillen,  in  person,  ordered  me  to  hold  my  posi- 
tion until  all  of  the  regiments  should  have  crossed  a  creek  and 
swamp  to  our  rear,  to  the  end  that  they  might  have  time  to  form  a  new 
line  of  battle  about  half  a  mile  in  the  rear.  By  the  time  the  last  regi- 
ment had  crossed  the  enemy  was  advancing  from  the  right,  left,  and 
front  of  my  position,  and  it  was  almost  by  chance  that  my  regiment  es- 
caped being  captured.  After  crossing  the  creek  and  swamp  Colonel 
McMillen  ordered  me  to  march  my  regiment  along  with  the  train,  keep- 
ing the  right-hand  side  of  the  road.  This  I  did  until  I  arrived  at  a 
house  on  a  ridge  about  half  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  the  battle-field, 
where  General  Grierson  suggested  that  I  should  station  my  regiment 
behind  a  rail  fence  to  protect  the  train  until  it  should  all  have  passed 
this  point.  This  suggestion  I  considered  a  good  one,  and  immediately 
formed  my  regiment  in  line  on  the  right  side  of  the  road,  where  I  re- 
mained until  the  last  wagon  had  jiassed.  Again  I  moved  my  command 
to  the  rear,  keeping  the  right-hand  side  of  tlie  road  as  directed.  We 
had  gone  but  a  few  rods  when  the  teamsters,  near  the  middle  of  the 
train,  began  to  destroy  their  wagons  by  setting  them  on  lire,  thus 
blockading  the  road  so  that  all  the  wagons  in  the  rear  of  those  destroyed 
had  to  be  abandoned.  Seeing  that  no  new  line  of  battle  was  estab- 
lished and  that  all  the  rest  of  the  command  were  continuing  to  retreat, 
and  receiving  no  orders  from  my  superiors  in  command,  I  continued  the 
march  to  the  rear  until  I  arrived  on  the  hill  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Hatchie  bottoms,  where  I  ordered  my  regiment  to  halt,  intending  to 
allow  the  men  a  rest  of  about  an  hour,  as  they  were  getting  very  much 
fatigued,  having  marched  about  eight  miles  from  the  battle-field  with- 
out rest.  The  regiment  had  hai-dly  halted  when  an  aide  to  General 
Sturgis,  in  the  name  of  the  general,  ordered  me  to  keep  iip  tlie  retreat 
still  farther  to  the  rear.  In  obedience  to  these  orders  I  again  moved 
my  command  to  the  rear,  until  I  arrived  on  the  ground  where  my  regi- 
ment had  bivouacked  the  night  previous.  My  men,  overcome  by 
fatigue,  having  marched  some  twelve  miles  from  the  battle-field  with- 
out rest,  I  ordered  a  halt,  intending  to  remain  until  I  should  receive 
orders  from  some  of  my  superiors  in  command.  About  half  an  hour 
afterward  Colonel  Waring's  brigade  of  cavalry  came  up,  and  the  com- 
manding officer  ordered  me  to  move  my  command  to  lijpley.  I  inquired 
by  what  authority  he  gave  me  such  orders.  He  replied,  "By  order  of 
General  Sturgis."  Again  I  moved  my  command  to  the  rear,  and  came 
up  with  General  Sturgis  and  Colonel  McMillen  at  a  bridge  crossing  a 
creek  about  six  miles  south  of  Eipley.  Colonel  McMillen  ordered  me 
to  continue  the  retreat  to  Ripley,  which  I  did,  arriving  there  at  5  o'clock 
the  following  morning,  having  in  twenty -three  hours  marched  a  distance 
of  thirty-eight  miles,  and  engaged  the  enemy  two  hours. 

At  a  little  before  7  o'clock  Colonel  McMillen  sent  an  aide  (Lieutenant 
Livings)  ordering  me,  as  the  senior  officer  of  the  brigade  then  present, 
to  immediately  move  the  brigade  on  the  Salem  road,  following  the  cav- 
alry, with  instructions  to  have  the  armed  men  organized  so  as  to  be 
available  at  a  moment's  warning.  Only  three  regiments  were  in  motion 
before  Col.  D.  C.  Thomas,  Mnety-third  Indiana  Infantry,  came  up  and 
assumed  command.    After  marching  about  two  miles,  Captain  Feruald, 
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of  Colonel  McMillen's  staff,  ordered  me  to  keep  well  closed  up  on  the 
cavalry,  which  was  the  last  order  I  received  that  day  from  any  of  my 
superior  officers.  About  eight  miles  from  Eipley  the  enemy  fired  into 
the  center  of  the  regiment  from  the  left-hand  side  of  the  road,  which 
caused  a  slight  delay  of  the  left  companies,  thereby  forming  quite  a  gap 
between  the  fourth  and  fifth  companies.  The  cavalry  in  advance  began 
to  march  at  such  a  rapid  pace  that  it  became  utterly  impossible  for  in- 
fantry to  keep  closed  up  with  them,  but  the  organization  of  my  regi- 
ment was  still  kept  up,  keeping  as  close  to  the  cavalry  in  front  as  pos- 
sible. After  marching  about  two  miles  farther  the  Fourth  Missouri 
Cavalry,  which  was  acting  as  rear  guard  to  the  whole  command,  sud- 
denly made  a  rush  to  the  front,  riding  through  the  ranks  of  my  regi- 
ment, causing  the  men  to  scatter  in  all  directions  to  avoid  being  ridden 
over.  At  the  same  time  the  enemy  made  an  attack  on  the  rear.  My 
men,  being  wholly  out  of  ammunition,  and  seeing  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  rid  themselves  of  all  incumbrances  in  order  to  avoid  being 
captured,  broke  their  guns  and  destroyed  their  accouterments  by  cut- 
ting them  in  pieces.  They  then  pressed  rapidly  forward,  with  the  in- 
tention of  keeping  up  with  the  cavalry  and  saving  themselves,  if  possi- 
ble; but  the  majority  of  them,  being  overcome  by  the  excessive  heat  of 
the  day  and  the  long  and  rapid  march,  were  compelled  to  leave  the 
road  and  to  seek  safety  in  the  woods.  However,  143  men  of  my  com- 
mand kept  pace  with  the  cavalry  and  arrived  at  Collierville  about  8 
o'clock  the  following  morning,  having  marched  a  distance  of  nearly 
ninety  miles  in  forty -eight  hours.  After  resting  part  of  the  day  at  Col- 
lierville these  men  became  so  stiffened  as  to  require  assistance  to  enable 
them  to  walk.  Some  of  them,  too  foot-sore  to  stand  upon  their  feet, 
crawled  upon  their  hands  and  knees  to  the  cars. 

When  1  left  Rii)ley  in  the  morning  my  command  had  320  guns  and 
averaged  about  eight  rounds  of  ammunition  to  a  man.  Eleven  officers 
and  255  enlisted  men  have  not  yet  returned  to  Memijhis.  They  are, 
most  of  them,  undoubtedly  prisoners  of  war  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  I  have  just  reason  for 
feeling  proud.  Not  an  officer  nor  a  man  did  I  see  who  failed  to  do  his 
whole  duty,  and  none  of  them  surely  are  responsible  for  any  part  of 
the  disaster. 

C.  G.  EATON, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Gomd.g.  Seventy-second  Begt.  Ohio  Vet.  Vol.  Infty. 

Lieut.  O.  H.  Abel, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  1st  Brig.,  1st  Biv.,  16th  Army  Corps. 


No.  8. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Jefferson  Brumhack,  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Ninety-fifth  Eegiment  Ohio  Infty.  Vols., 

Gamp  near  Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  18, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  regiment  in  the  action  at  Brice's  Cross-Eoads,  near  Guntown, 
Miss.,  June  10, 1864,  and  in  the  retreat  thence  to  Memphis,  Tenn. : 

On  that  day  the  brigade  to  which  the  regiment  was  attached  was  led 
by  my  regiment,  the  brigade  being  the  second  in  the  column  of  infantry 
on  the  march.  The  day  was  very  hot,  and  my  men  were  moved  to  the 
field  part  of  the  time  on  double-quick,  so  that  they  went  into  action 
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very  much  fatigued.  The  regiment  was  posted  on  the  left  of  our  ad- 
vance line,  with  a  dense  growth  of  small  trees  and  underbrush  in  front 
and  rear  and  on  my  left,  my  right  resting  on  the  Baldwyn  road,  so 
called.  I  covered  my  front  and  left,  after  getting  into  position,  Avith  two 
companies  deployed  as  skirmishers.  After  the  enemy  had  attacked  and 
forced  back  the  right  and  center  of  our  lines  they  advanced  in  heavy 
force  against  my  position.  My  skirmish  line  was  engaged  and  driven  in 
with  loss,  Capts.  Wells  Allis  and  E.  M.  Hanson,  who  commanded  it, 
being  very  severely  wounded  (perhaps  mortally),  and  the  former  left 
on  the  field.  The  regiment  on  my  right  having  given  way  the  enemy 
flanked  me  on  that  side  and  also  on  my  left.  I,  therefore,  retired  my  line 
in  as  good  order  as  possible  forty  or  fifty  yards  and  made  another  stand, 
holding  the  position  until  again  flanked  and  compelled  to  retire.  This 
time  my  men  fell  back  perhaps  seventy-five  yards,  still  in  the  timber 
and  brush,  when  they  again  withstood  the  enemy  until  my  right  was 
again  turned.  I  then  drew  off  my  men  to  and  across  the  Gun  town 
road,  on  which  we  had  advanced,  to  the  cross-roads,  and  rallied  them 
behind  a  rail  fence  fifty  or  seventy-five  yards  distant  from  the  road. 
This  position  I  was  ordered  to  hold  as  long  as  possible,  and  did  so, 
until  our  forces,  including  artillery,  which  had  been  on  my  right  and 
not  previously  left  the  field,  drew  off  in  my  rear,  and  until  the  enemy 
again  turned  my  right  flank,  when  my  men  had  to  retreat  across  the 
bottom  through  bayous  and  a  creek  in  order  to  regain  the  main  road. 
The  retreat  having  by  this  time  become  general,  it  was  very  difficult 
to  assemble  my  men.  A  number  were,  however,  collected  on  the  road- 
side some  distance  from  the  field,  and,  pursuant  to  orders  from  Colonel 
McMillen,  halted  until  Colonel  McMillen,  commanding  the  brigade, 
came  up  with  the  remaining  organized  force  of  the  Ninth  Minnesota 
and  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois,  with  whicJi  regiments  I  kejrt 
the  rear  until  we  reached  Eipley  next  morning,  having  been  delayed 
between  two  and  three  hours  at  a  swamp  across  which  it  was  found 
impossible  to  pass  the  artillery  and  few  wagons  and  ambulances  that 
had  preceded  us  on  the  retreat.  At  the  time  1  arrived  in  Ripley  the 
enemy  attacked  that  place  vigorously  and  successfully,  so  that  I  could 
not  effect  a  junction  with  the  portion  of  my  regiment  which  had  pre- 
ceded me  to  that  point,  and  which  I  understand  since  had  been  assem- 
bled under  command  of  Captain  Stansbury.  The  captain  moved  out 
with  his  command  on  one  road,  and  in  the  confusion  I  took,  with  the 
few  officers  and  men  left  with  me  under  command  of  Colonel  Wilkin, 
another.  From  Ripley  the  retreat  was  continued,  passing  on  the  road 
from  Salem  to  Saulsbury,  crossing  Wolf  River  at  Davis'  Mills,  and 
through  La  Payette  and  Collierville.  The  men  under  my  immediate 
command  arrived  in  Memphis  on  the  evening  of  the  13th. 

In  the  battle  and  on  the  disastrous  retreat  my  officers  and  men  be- 
haved well.  I  know  of  no  one  who  failed  in  performing  his  duty,  and 
it  would  be  invidious  to  name  those  who  acquitted  themselves  with 
credit. 

I  append  a  list  of  casualties,*  in  which  only  those  known  certainly  to 
be  killed  and  wounded  are  so  marked.  I  fear  that  quite  a  immber  of 
others  were  also  killed  and  wounded  in  the  woods  and  bushes,  where 
much  of  our  fighting  was  done,  and  from  which  they  did  not  emerge. 
Of  the  officers  lost  7  were  in  command  of  companies.    My  men  suffered 

*  SliowB  1  ofScei  and  5  men  killed,  3  officers  and  21  men  wounded,  and  8  officers 
and  154  men  missing;  total,  192. 
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very  much  on  tlie  retreat.  All  the  severely  wounded  were  left  behind 
on  the  field  or  on  the  road,  because  it  was  impossible  to  bring  them 
through. 

J.  BRUMBACK, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  O.  H.  Abel,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  9. 

Report  of  Col.  George  B.  Hoge,  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois  In- 
fantry, commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  District  op  Memphis, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  14,  1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Second  Brigade,  under  my  command,  in  the  late  ex- 
pedition into  Northern  Mississii)pi,  which  was  conducted  by  Brigadier- 
General  Sturgis: 

In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  38,  paragraph  19,  headquar- 
ters District  of  West  Tennessee,  dated  May  31,  1864,  I  reported  my 
command  at  2  p.  m.  of  the  next  day  at  the  depot  of  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Railroad,  prepared  for  embarkation.  Having  reported  at 
the  appointed  time  and  place  with  my  command,  two  additional  regi- 
ments of  infantry  and  one  battery  of  light  artillery  were  assigned  to 
me,  and  the  Second  Brigade  consisted  then  and  throughoxit  the  expedi- 
tion of  the  Eighty-fii'st,  Ninety-fifth,  One  hundred  and  eighth,  One 
hundred  and  thirteenth,  and  One  hundred  and  twentieth  Regiments  of 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  Company  B,  Second  Regiment  Illinois  Artillery, 
commanded  by  Capt.  F.  H.  Ohajmian. 

At  6.30  p.  m.  of  Wednesday,  1st  instant,  the  entire  command  had 
embarked  on  rail  cars,  and  the  train  immediately  moved  away  from  the 
depot,  and  at  9  p.  m.  arrived  at  a  point  about  half  way  between  Collier- 
ville  and  La  Fayette,  Tenn.,  where  the  command  disembarked  and  biv- 
ouacked for  the  night,  near  the  railroad  track,  in  the  woods. 

Reveille  was  sounded  at  4.30  o'clock  on  the  ensuing  morning,  Thurs- 
day, the  2d,  and  the  brigade  marched  at  6  o'clock,  by  land,  toward  La 
Fayette,  where,  about  11  a.  m.,  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  were  found 
encamped.  I  passed  on  beyond  La  Fayette  one  mile  and  went  into 
camp. 

On  the  following  morning,  Friday,  the  3d,  the  entire  column  of  infan- 
try was  in  motion  at  3.30  a.  m.,  the  Second  Brigade  having  position 
in  the  center.  Arrived  at  night  at  Lamar,  Miss.,  a  small  station  on 
the  Mississippi  Central  Railroad,  and  halted  on  a  high  and  command- 
ing position  near  the  same.  About  1 1  a.  m.  a  heavy  and  continuous 
rain  set  in,  which  only  ceased  late  in  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  4th. 
The  command  resumed  the  march  at  11  a.  m.,  the  Second  Brigade  in 
front,  and  marching  toward  Salem.  The  day  was  fine,  the  roads  im- 
proving, and  the  troops  in  good  spirits.  At  5  p.  m.  the  column  arrived 
at  Robinson's  plantation  (about  half  way  to  Salem),  and  bivouacked  in 
fine  location  near  the  same. 

Sunday,  the  5th,  the  march  was  resumed  toward  Salem  at  6  a.  ra., 
and  continued  until  noon,  when  the  command  halted  for  the  day  about 
a  mile  beyond  Salem.    The  weather  was  clear  and  fine,  but  very  warm. 

About  4  a.  m.  of  Monday,  the  6th,  the  column  was  again  in  motion, 
the  Second  Brigade  in  the  rear,  and  the  One  hundred  and  thirteenth 
Regiment  Illinois  Infantry  in  charge  of  the  division  supply  and  ammu- 
nition train.    When  about  ten  miles  from  Salem,  the  train  was  fired 


CBAP.  LI.)  EXPEDITION  INTO  MISSISSIPPI.  119 

upon  by  a  small  party,  who  inflicted  no  injuries  whatever.  A  severe 
rain,  with  a  good  deal  of  thunder  and  lightning,  prevailed  about  three 
hours  during  the  day,  which  so  impaired  the  roads  as  seriously  to  delay 
the  troops  and  train.  The  weather  soon  after  changed  for  the  better, 
and  at  night  the  column  halted  at  a  point  fourteen  miles  southeast  of 
Salem,  on  the  Eipley  road,  and  nine  miles  distant  from  Eipley.  The 
march  was  resumed  toward  Eipley  at  10  o'clock,  through  a  hilly, 
thickly-wooded,  and  thinly-settled  country.  Forage  became  scarce, 
and  all  the  stock  suffered.  At  4  p.  m.  the  command  arrived  within  four 
miles  of  Eipley,  and  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  halted  on  the  plan- 
tation of  Mr.  Crowder,  while  the  First  Brigade  pushed  forward  to  join 
Grierson's  cavalry  at  Eipley.  The  weather  was  warm  and  sultry,  but 
there  was  no  rain. 

About  4  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  I  resumed  march  and 
passed  through  and  about  two  miles  beyond  Eipley  and  halted  for  two 
hours,  when  I  was  ordered  to  return,  and  about  a  mile  back  took  the 
road  leading  to  Baldwyn,  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Eailroad.  The 
column  halted  on  this  road  about  four  miles  from  Eipley. 

At  10  a.  m.  of  the  9th  march  was  resumed,  my  command  having  the 
center,  and  continued  for  twelve  miles  on  the  Eij)ley  and  Baldwyn  road, 
where  we  were  halted  on  a  fine  high  ridge  and  bivouacked  for  the 
night. 

The  column  moved  at  10  o'clock  of  the  10th  instant,  my  command  in 
fiont.  Much  delay  was  occasiolied  by  bad  roads,  but  by  special  effort 
the  artillery  and  wagon  train  was  kept  closed  ux)  on  the  marching 
column.  About  1  p.  m.  I  received  an  order  from  Colonel  McMillen 
to  move  forward  instantly,  as  General  Grierson  was  fighting  and  hotly 
press^.  I  moved  at  once.  Shortly  after  Colonel  McMillen  sent  me 
Avord  that  he  would  move  forward  with  his  escort  at  such  a  gait  as  he 
thought  the  infantry  could  march,  but  if  I  found  that  it  was  too  much 
for  them  to  send  him  word.  .  I  kept  up  the  gait  for  about  two  miles  and 
a  half,  Avrheri  it  was  reported  to  me  that  five  men  had  been  sun-struck 
in  the  advance  regiment  of  the  brigade,  the  One  hundred  and  thirteenth 
Illinois  Infantry.  I  immediately  sent  Captain  Woodruff  forward  to 
Colonel  McMillen  to  say  that  it  Avas  impossible  to  keep  up  that  rapid 
gait.  I  then  halted  for  five  minutes  at  a  small  stream  for  the  men  to  till 
their  canteens,  and  then  moved  forward  at  a  more  moderate  gait.  Shortly 
afterward  I  received  a  peremptory  order  from  Colonel  McMillen  to 
move  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  as  the  enemy  were  gaining  ground, 
and  the  only  thing  that  would  save  us  was  the  infantry.  I  then  in- 
creased the  gait  of  the  command,  and  kept  up  a  quick  march  till  within 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  line  of  battle,  when  I  received  an 
order  from  Colonel  McMillen  in  person  to  move  forward  at  a  double- 
quick,  which  was  done  and  kept  up  until  I  came  to  the  line  of  battle, 
when  I  placed  the  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois  Infantry  with 
its  left  resting  on  the  road  crossing  the  Eipley  and  Baldwyn  road;  the 
One  hundred  and  twentieth  Illinois  Infantry  was  placed  with  its  left 
resting  on  the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirteenth,  the  One 
hundred  and  eighth  Illinois  Infantry  with  its  left  resting  on  the  right 
of  .the  One  hundred  and  twentieth,  the  Ninety-fifth  Illinois  Infantry 
with  its  left  resting  on  the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and  eighth,  the 
Eighty-first  Illinois  Infantry  with  its  left  resting  on  the  right  of  the 
Ninety-fifth,  where  a  cavalry  regiment  rested  on  the  right  of  the 
Eighty-first,  and  completed  the  line  across  to  the  Baldwyn  road.  Bat- 
tery B,  Second  Illinois  Artillery,  Captain  Chapman,  four  guns,  was 
placed  at  the  cross-roads,  where  they  tired  5  and  3  second  shell.    Col- 
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onel  McMillen  ordered  one  gun  to  be  ran  down  the  Baldwyn  road  about 
400  yards,  and  being  hotly  pressed  by  the  enemy,  two  of  the  horses 
being  killed,  the  .piece  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands  along  with  two  cais- 
sons. About  this  time  the  first  line  of  battle  gave  way,  but  was  re- 
formed on  the  road,  which  we  contested  for  some  time,  till  our  left 
flank  was  turned,  when  the  command  fell  back  in  a  hurried  and  disor- 
dered manner.  This  was  kept  up  all  night.  The  battery  lost  its  three 
other  guns  and  remaining  caissons  at  the  Hatchie  Swamp,  which  was 
impossible  to  cross.  The  guns  were  all  spiked  before  abandoning  them, 
and  the  horses  saved. 

The  last  of  the  infantry  reached  Eipley  about  7  a.  m.  Saturday,  the 
11th  instant,  closely  pursued  by  the  enemy,  when  my  command  was  at 
once  organized,  and  left  Eipley  in  good  order,  following  the  First  Brigade 
about  7.30  a.  m.,  the  enemy  following  close  on  our  rear.  At  a  distance 
of  about  three  miles  northwest  of  Kipley  the  enemy's  cavalry  flanked 
the  infantry  which  were  marching  in  the  rear  of  the  cavalry,  except  one 
regiment  of  cavalry  which  was  acting  as  a  rear  guard.  My  command, 
such  as  had  guns,  formed  for  defense  with  fixed  bayonets,  but  many  of 
them  were  captured,  owing  to  their  exhausted  condition  and  lack  of 
ammunition;  many  to  escape  capture  and  to  hasten  their  retreat  to- 
ward the  main  column,  abandoned  their  guns  and  cartridge-boxes. 
The  retreat  was  continued  by  a  route  lying  four  miles  to  the  right  of 
Salem  and  seven  miles  to  the  left  of  La  Grange  toward  Moscow,  Tenn., 
on  the  Spring  Hill  road,  continuing  our  retreat  during  the  whole  of  Sat- 
urday night,  and  arriving  at  La  Fayette,  Tenn.,  at  J  a.  m.  of  Sunday, 
the  12th  instant,  where  the  last  firing  of  the  enemy  took  place  on  our 
rear.  The  retreat  had  been  through  a  hilly  country,  hard  to  travel, 
and  the  roads  being  very  muddy  and  the  men  being  without  provis- 
ions, and  keeping  up  with  the  cavalry  reduced  them  to  an  exceedingly 
exhausted  condition,  and  many  fell  unavoidably  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy. 

The  command  reached  Collierville,  Tenn.,  about  10  a.  ni.  of  Sunday, 
and  bivouacked  there  until  the  arrival  of  trains  from  Memphis,  when 
they  were  transported  to  this  city  on  board  the  cars. 

The  following  figures  show  the  original  strength  of  the  brigade  and 
the  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  as  compiled  from  reports 
made  to  this  date,  midday  of  the  14th  instant.  Stragglers  and  escaped 
prisoners  are  arriving  within  our  lines  in  small  numbers  daily. 

The  number  of  guns  brought  in  by  the  entire  command  is  267. 
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In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  the  officers  and  men  of  the  entire 
command  acted  in  the  most  gallant  manner.    I  think  especial  notice  is 
due  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  twentieth  Illinois 
Infantry,  it  being  the  first  time  they  have  been  under  fire. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  HOGE, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  O.  H.  Abel, 

Acting  Assistant  AHjutant- General,  Infantry  Division. 


No.  10. 

Report  of  Col.  FranMin  Campbell,  Eighty-first  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqes.  Eighty-first  Illinois  Volunteee  Infantry, 

Saint  Charles,  Ark.,  August  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  in  compliance  with  your  request, 
my  part  taken  in  the  engagement  at  Guntown,  Miss.,  June  10,  1864,  as 
per  following  report : 

We  broke  camp  about  7  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  and  almost 
immediately  took  up  our  line  of  march.  I  advanced  until  about  10 
a.  m.,  when  I  came  within  hearing  of  our  advance  cavalry  and  artillery 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  The  day  had  become  intensely  hot. 
About  10  a.  m.  orders  came  from  the  front  to  rush  the  men  forward,  as 
an  advantageous  position  had  been  gained,  which  it  was  important  to 
hold.  I  marched  the  men  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Very  soon  orders  came 
to  double-quick  the  men,  as  moments  were  everything.  It  was  under 
these  circumstances,  orders  upon  orders,  that  I  hurried  and  urged  the 
men  forward  a  distance  of  four  miles  under  a  hot  sun  to  the  field  of 
battle.  I  was  forced  to  put  the  regiment  in  line  in  an  open  space  of 
ground  without  a  leaf  of  shade,  when  numbers  of  them  fell  down  ex- 
hausted from  over-exertion  under  the  terrible  heat.  On  my  right  was 
some  cavalry,  and,  it  is  said,  one  infantry  regiment  (I  had  not  time  to 
ascertain) ;  on  the  left  the  Ninety-fifth  Illinois.  I  almost  immediately 
sent  my  skirmishers  forward  aft«r  forming  in  line.  They  had  advanced 
but  a  few  yards  when  they  came  in  collision  with  the  main  force  of  the 
enemy.  The  ground  to  my  right  and  front  was  heavy  timber  with 
thick  undergrowth — the  left  of  the  Ninety-fifth  Illinois — a  ridge  of  land 
running  at  an  acute  angle  with  the  line  of  battle,  on  which  a  portion 
of  the  enemy  lay  within  easy  range.  The  action  almost  immediately 
commenced.  It  was  now  between  the  hours  of  12  m.  and  1  p.  m.  The 
fighting  was  terrific.  The  brave  men  under  my  command  repulsed 
charge  after  charge  of  the  enemy,  and  maintained  their  position  with 
but  little  change  until  the  enemy  were  driven  back  from  our  front,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  sharpshooters  sheltered  behind  logs  and  trees. 
It  was  in  the  second  charge  of  the  enemy  on  the  right  wing  that  the 
color  bearer  of  the  opposing  regiment  was  shot  down  and  the  colors 
captured  by  a  private  in  Company  B,  this  regiment.  Early  in  the 
action  the  line  on  the  right  gave  way,  thus  allowing  the  enemy  to  flank 
us;  the  flank  firing  from  the  right  and  high  ground  on  our  left  became 
very  galling.  The  companies  on  our  right  wing  kept  the  enemy's  flank- 
ers somewhat  in  check,  and  we  held  our  position  until  every  cartridge 
in  the  regiment  had  been  expended,  including  those  taken  from  the 
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Wounded  and  dead.  I  had  dispatchied  Adjt.  J.  J.  Fitzgerrell  for  ammu- 
nition, but  lie  had  not  returned.  It  was  while  in  this  position,  the  men 
completely  exhausted,  out  of  ammunition,  the  enemy  on  the  right,  and 
a  heavy  enfilading  fire  od  the  left,  that  I  ordered  the  regiment  to  fall 
back.  This  we  did  until  we  came  in  line  with  the  artillery,  some  300 
yards  in  rear  of  our  first  position,  where,  becoming  exhausted  from 
overheat  and  previous  ill  health,  I  turned  over  my  command  to  Lieut. 
Col.  A.  W.  Eogers,  Eighty-first  Illinois  Volunteers. 

F.  CAMPBELL, 
Colonel  Eighty-first  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Capt.  William  Waeneb, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  11. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Andrew  W.  Rogers,  Eighty  first  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqes.  Eighty-fiest  Ebgiment  Illinois  Volunteees, 

•     Saint  Charles,  ArTc.,  August  10,  1864. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  in  compliance  with  your 
request,  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Eighty-first  Eegiment  Illinois 
Infantry  at  Guntown,  Miss.,  June  10, 1864 : 

A   CONTINUATION   OF   EEPOET   OF   COL.  F.  CAMPBELL. 

On  taking  command,  by  the  request  of  my  superior  officer,  Col.  E.  Camp- 
bell, by  direction  of  Colonel  McMillen,  our  division  commander,  I  formed 
a  line  of  [battle],  thi-owing  the  line  right  and  left  of  Waterhouse's  bat- 
tery, then  in  position.    My  command,  long  out  of  ammunition,  I  ordered 
to  fix  bayonets,  and  thus  held  the  enemy  in  check  for  some  time  until 
my  brave  and  energetic  adjutant,  James  J.  Fitzgerrell,  succeeded  in 
forcing  an  ammunition  wagon  from  the  rear  of  the  train  to  within  an 
available  distance  of  the  front.    Ammunition  was  immediately  distrib- 
uted, and  the  fight  soon  became  hotly  contested.    Here,  in  connection 
with  the  artillery,  we  maintained  our  position  for  more  than  two  hours, 
a  regular  stand-up  fight,  men  and  officers  trying  to  vie  with  each  other 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  the  enemy  making  charge  after  charge 
in  front,  only  to  be  driven  back  by  volleys  of  grape,  canister,  and  mus- 
ketry.   It  was  here  that  acting  major,  Capt.  James  P.  Cowens,  A  Com- 
pany, was  severely  wonnded  and  obliged  to  retire.    His  gallantry  and 
bravery  cannot  be  too  highly  commended.    Thus  stood  the  brave  boys 
of  my  command,  with  a  noble  band  of  the  Ninety-fifth  Illinois  on  my 
left,  fighting  back  the  enemy  from  our  battery,  which  was  managed  with 
the  most  consummate  skill  and  manned  with  desperate  courage,  until 
the  line  on  my  left  gave  way  and  allowed'  the  enemy  to  come  in  my 
rear ;  nor  did  the  contest  end  until  we  were  almost  surrounded.    See- 
ing that  I  should  soon  be  cut  off,  and  there  being  no  superior  officer 
near  from  whom  to  receive  orders,  I  directed  my  command  to  fall  back. 
We  filed  off  slowly  by  the  left  flank,  thus  giving  the  batterymen  time  to 
bring  off  most  of  their  guns,  which  they  did  in  the  most  gallant  style. 
Thus  ended  the  contest  at  the  white  house.    My  command  fighting 
until  almost  surrounded,  the  enemy  within  twenty  steps  of  our  guns, 
we  were  the  last  to  leave  the  field  that  day.    I  marched  my  men  off 
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slowly  tlirougli  the  little  valley  below,  keeping  my  command  well 
together.  We  crossed  a  stream  and  reformed  in  line  of  battle,  and  pro- 
tected the  battery  while  crossing.  We  again  fell  back  to  the  crest  of 
the  next  hill,  about  one  mile  distant,  subject  all  the  time  to  a  terrific 
cannonading  from  the  batteries  of  the  enemy.  Here  we  again  formed 
in  line,  in  connection  with  other  regiments,  to  check  the  advance  of  the 
foe.  This  position  was  held  until  dark,  checking  and  driving  back  the 
enemy,  being  constantly  subject  to  flank  movements  of  the  opposing 
forces,  and  there  being  no  cavalry  to  protect  our  flanks,  I  withdrew  my 
command  and  continued  the  retreat  toward  the  town  of  Ripley,  wluch 
we  reached  after  traveling  all  night. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  11th  I  reported  my  command  in  a  regular 
organized  body  to  my  brigade  commander.  We  had  hardly  stacked 
arms  when  we  were  again  attacked  by  the  enemy  on  three  sides  [of  1  the 
town.  I  was  again  called  into  line  to  repulse  the  enemy.  My  men  hav- 
ing but  a  chance  cartridge,  and  there  being  no  chance  of  filling  our 
depleted  cartridge-boxes,  I  ordered  my  men  into  line,  fixed  bayonets, 
and  charged  forward.  The  enemy  did  not  wait  to  receive  us  but  fled, 
when  by  orders  from  General  Griersou  1  endeavored  to  make  the  road 
which  led  west  from  the  town  on  which  the  command  had  gone  out. 
Moving  by  the  flank  at  double-quick,  firing  the  remainder  of  our  ammu- 
nition as  we  went  to  keep  them  in  check,  who  were  making  every  effort 
to  cut  us  oft",  we  at  last  reached  the  woods,  with  the  loss  of  a  few  men 
wounded  or  cut  oft'  in  the  retreat.  When  I  arrived  at  the  road  I  found 
that  I  was  in  the  rear  of  a  body  of  cavalry  and  infantry.  We  traveled  on 
at  a  rapid  pace  some  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  Ripley,  the  enemy 
constantly  harassing  our  rear,  when  the  cavalry  gave  way  and  allowed 
the  enemy  to  make  a  dash  on  the  rear  of  our  column.  The  infantry  being 
thus  left  unprotected,  with  no  ammunition,  exhausted  with  more  than 
twenty-four  hours'  constant  exertion  without  rest  or  food,  many  of  them 
became  an  easy  prey  to  the  enemy.  From  this  time  it  became  impossi- 
ble to  preserve  an  efficient  organization.  We  marched  the  remainder 
of  the  day  and  night  and  until  9  a.  m.  of  the  12th,  when  we  arrived 
at  CoUierville,  twenty-five  miles  from  Memphis,  on  line  of  railroad, 
after  fifty  hours  of  constant  marching  and  fighting  A^athout  rest  or 
food,  and  a  loss  of  141  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  out  of  all  told  of 
371  with  us  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  June. 

In  closing  this  report  I  must  say  that  I  have  never  seen  men  fight 
with  more  desperate  courage  or  obstinate  tenacity  than  did  men  on  this 
field.  I  can  bear  witness  to  the  courage  of  the  Ninety-fifth  Illinois 
Volunteers  and  Waterhouse's  battery,  which  were  under  my  immedi- 
ate view  and  fought  side  by  side  with  us  during  the  engagement. 

To  notice  individual  instances  of  courage  in  my  command  would  per- 
haps be  making  invidious  distinction;  I  cannot,  however,  speak  too 
highly  of  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  under  my  command  dur- 
ing the  action  and  in  the  retreat;  many  of  them  have  ever  won  places  of 
gratefnl  remembrance  in  the  hearts  of  their  brother  officers  and  soldiers 
by  deeds  of  daring  and  kindness  which  can  never  be  forgotten. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  ROGERS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Eighty -first  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Capt.  William  Warner, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 
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No.  12. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  B.  Clarice,  One  hundred  cmd  thirteenth  Illi- 
nois Infantry. 

HEADQX7ABTEIIS   113TH  EEGIMENT  ILLINOIS   INFANTRY, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  15,  1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  houor  to  report  that  on  the  1st  day  of  June, 
1864, 1  moved  with  a  portion  of  my  command,  numbering  12  officers 
and  293  men,  with  the  late  expedition  commanded  by  Brigadier-General 
Sturgis,  by  railroad  to  a  point  four  miles  beyond  CoUierville,  Tenn., 
where  I  left  the  cars  and  went  into  camp  for  the  night. 

June  2,  went  into  camp  near  La  Fayette,  Tenn.,  after  marching  about 
five  miles. 

The  next  day  we  marched  to  a  point  near  Salem,  Miss. ;  from  thence 
we  marched  with  the  brigade  commanded  by  Col.  George  B.  Hoge  - 
(Second  Brigade,  District  of  Memphis),  of  which  my  command  formed 
a  part ;  general  course,  southeast. 

On  the  9th  instant  twenty  men  were  pronounced  unfit  for  duty  and 
were  sent  back  to  Memphis. 

Came  up  with  the  enemy  near  Guntown,  Miss.,  about  1.30  p.  m.  on 
the  10th  instant.  I  was  ordered  to  advance  with  my  command  at  a 
double-quick  to  support  the  cavalry,  which  was  then  fighting.  We 
doubled-quicked  about  four  miles,  and  one-third  of  my  men  were  so  com- 
pletely exhausted  as  to  be  scarce  able  to  stand ;  several  were  sun-struck. 
Firing  commenced  as  soon  as  we  were  in  line  of  battle  and  was  kept  up 
with  great  rapidity  for  nearly  half  an  hour,  but  our  ammunition  was 
nearly  exhausted  and  we  were  being  overpowered  by  superior  numbers, 
so  were  reluctantly  compelled  to  fall  back,  which  we  did  in  tolerably 
good  order,  fighting  as  we  gave  ground.  We  formed  a  new  line  and 
fought  the  enemy  until  our  ammunition  was  entirely  exhausted,  when 
we  were  compelled  to  retreat,  knowing  it  would  be  useless  to  contend 
against  the  odds  of  four  to  one.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  our  retreat  was 
in  great  confnsion.  We  continued  to  fall  back  all  night  until  we  reached 
Ripley,  Miss.,  where  we  halted  and  endeavored  to  collect  our  scattered 
forces,  but  before  it  was  fully  accomplished  we  were  again  attacked  by 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  had  followed  us  during  the  night.  Our  men 
were  fatigued,  and  many  of  them  were  without  arms  or  rations,  and  we 
were  not  in  a  condition  to  engage  him,  so  we  were  again  compelled  to 
retreat.  We  were  closely  pursued  by  the  enemy  until  we  arrived  within 
a  few  miles  of  CoUierville.  My  rear  skirmished  with  him  almost  the 
entire  distance. 

A  portion  of  my  command  reached  Memphis  during  the  night  of  the 
12th,  others  on  the  13th  instant. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  my  whole  command,  both  of&cers  and  men, 
behaved  nobly;  not  a  man  flinched,  although  many  of  them  were  under 
fire  for  the  first  time,  being  recruits.  Illinois  soldiers  always  do  their 
duty. 

GEORGE  R.  CLARKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  John  S.  Lord, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Brigade,  District  of  Memphis. 
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No.  13. 

Report  of  Col.  Edward  Bouton,  Fifty-ninth  U.  8.  Colored  Infantry,  com- 
manding Third  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  17,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  orders  I 
moved  my  command  from  Memphis  June  1,  1864,  consisting  of  the 
Fifty-fifth  and  Fifty-ninth  Eegiments  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  and  one 
section  of  Battery  F,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery  (colored),  which  troops 
constituted  the  Third  Brigade  of  Infantry  Division,  under  command  of 
Col.  W.  L.  McMillen. 

The  strength  of  my  brigade  was  as  follows :  Fifty-fifth  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry,  Maj.  E.  M.  Lowe  commanding — commissioned  officers,  19;  en- 
listed men,  685.  Fifty-ninth  U.  8.  Colored  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  Eobert 
Cowden  commanding — commissioned  officers,  27;  enlisted  men,  580. 
Battery  F,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery  (colored),  Capt.  Carl  A.  Lamberg 
commanding — commissioned  officers,  2;  enlisted  men,  37.  Total,  com- 
missioned officers,  48;  enlisted  men,  1,302.  Total  aggregate,  exclusive 
of  staff,  1,350. 

On  leaving  camp,  some  thirteen  miles  from  Eipley,  the  morning  of 
June  10,  I  had  the  Fifty-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  Maj.  E.  M.  Lowe 
commanding,  distributed  through  the  supply  train,  some  three  or  four 
men  to  each  wagon;  the  train  followed  by  Battery  F,  Second  U.  S. 
Artillery  (colored),  Capt.  C.  A.  Lamberg  commanding;  Fifty-ninth  U. 
S.  Colored  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  CoAvden  commanding,  in  rear. 

I  had  marched  my  brigade  in  this  way  less  than  two  miles,  when  I  dis- 
covered a  column  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  moving  parallel  with  my  right 
flank  on  a  ridge  road,  bearing,  generally,  three-quarters  to  one  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  one  on  which  I  was  moving.  I  moved  with  the 
utmost  caution  and  vigilance,  guarding  every  avenue  of  approach  to 
the  column  from  that  flank.    I  heard  artillery  firing  in  front  at  about 

II  a.  m.,  but  continued  moving  in  the  order  above  described  till  the 
head  of  the  column  reached  the  old  house  near  the  field,  in  which  the 
officers  in  charge  just  commenced  corraling  the  train.  I  had  at  this 
time  just  sent  back  orders  to  close  up  the  troops  and  bring  them  for- 
ward at  double-quick  to  this  point.  Many  of  them  double-quicked  two 
or  three  miles.  I  had  as  yet  received  no  orders,  but  getting  a  partial 
view  of  the  field,  and  seeing  our  cavalry  falling  back,  soon  followed  by 
infantry  and  artillery,  and  judging  somewhat  of  the  enemy's  strength 
and  position  by  the  fire  he  was  delivering,  I  saw  that  my  brigade  must 
be  thrown  forward  into  action  at  once  to  save  a  total  defeat.  I  imme- 
diately gathered  two  companies  from  the  head  of  the  column,  under 
Captain  Ewing,  of  the  Fifty-fiftli,  and  threw  them  forward  into  what 
seemed  to  be  a  gap  in  the  First  Brigade,  near  the  right  and  rear  of 
what  seemed  to  be  the  left  battalion.  These  two  companies  held  this 
position  with  great  firmness  until  they  were  much  reduced  by  loss  and 
virtually  crushed  back  by  overwhelming  numbers.  I  next  threw  for- 
ward seven  companies  of  the  Fifty-fifth  Kegiment,  under  Major  Lowe, 
which  I  put  into  position  a  little  to  the  rear  and  to  the  right  of  the  first 
two  companies,  so  as  to  cover  as  well  as  i>ossible  the  retreat  of  the 
brigade  on  left  of  the  road.  This  line  gave  way  to  allow  the  troops  in 
front  to  pass  through  to  the  rear,  when  they  immediately  closed  up  and 
opened  a  steady  and  well-directed  fire  on  the  enemy,  which  for  a  time 
seemed  to  hold  in  check  his  right  and  center.    Major  Lowe  being  se- 
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verely  wounded  iu  the  left  arm  early  iu  the  engagement,  Captain 
Reeve  assumed  the  command  of  this  regiment,  and  handled  these 
troops  with  great  coolness  and  bravery,  holding  his  position  against 
fearful  odds,  until  he  was  ordered  to  fall  back  to  a  new  position,  which 
he  did  in  good  order.  I  then  formed  as  much  of  a  general  line  as  was 
possible  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  i)lacing  the  two  guns  of  Lam- 
berg's  battery  in  position  on  the  rise  of  ground  by  the  old  house,  in- 
structing him  to  throw  2J  and  3  second  fuse-shells  over  our  retreating 
men  into  the  woods,  through  which  the  enemy  were  advancing  in  great 
numbers,  until  our  forces  had  passed  him,  then  to  depress  his  pieces 
and  cover  the  open  ground  in  front  with  canister;  Avhich  order  he  obeyed 
as  well  as  possible  until  he  was  forced  to  retire,  leaving  one  caisson  on 
the  ground,  which  he  was  compelled  to  do  on  account  of  its  horses  be- 
ing many  of  them  killed.  The  remaining  company  of  the  Fifty-fifth  I 
formed  on  the  right  of  the  battery  on  a  ridge,  the  Fifty-ninth,  still  on 
their  right,  forming  on  the  same  ridge;  my  line  thus  formed  being  some- 
what in  the  form  of  a  scroll,  conforming  to  the  ridge  on  which  it  was 
formed,  the  left  on  the  road  and  thrown  back  oblique  with  it,  the  center 
on  right  angles  with  the  road,  and  the  right  thrown  forward.  I  then 
ordered  the  balance  of  the  Fifty-fifth  to  be  brought  back  and  formed 
on  the  left.  At  this  time  the  enemy  came  forward  in  great  numbers, 
engaging  my  entire  line,  and  moving  forward  on  the  road  in  solid  col- 
umn under  the  fire  of  the  battery.  One  or  two  companies  near  the 
road  reserved  their  fire  until  this  column  was  within  less  than  100 
yards,  when  they  delivered  their  fire  obliquely,  enfilading  the  head  of 
the  column,  doing  terrible  execution,  and  for  a  time  checking  the  entire 
column.  My  line  had  then  become  closely  engaged;  my  right  was 
forced  back  and  flanked,  which  soon  caused  us  to  fall  back  gradually 
and  in  good  order  some  200  yards,  the  men  facing  about  and  firing  as 
they  retired.  We  fought  and  retired  in  this  manner  for  about  800 
yards,  forming  and  holding  our  position  at  every  ditch,  ridge,  or  skirt 
of  timber  of  which  we  could  take  advantage,  until  just  at  sundown  we 
were  formed  on  high  ground,  with  timber  in  our  rear  and  an  open  field 
in  front,  through  Avhich  the  enemy  were  advancing.  The  right  and 
center  of  our  line,  embracing  most  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Regiment,  here 
rallied  and  charged,  driving  the  enemy  back  with  bayonets  and  clubbed 
muskets  nearly  400  yards,  leaving  great  numbers  of  his  dead  on  the 
ground.  Up  to  the  time  of  making  this  charge  Colonel  Wilkin,  of  the 
Ninth  Minnesota,  had  conformed  somewhat  to  our  movements  on  our 
left,  but,  as  well  as  I  could  judge,  his  men  retreated  about  the  time  my 
right  charged.  It  now  being  quite  dark,  my  left  cut  oft',  flanked  and 
broken,  my  right  flanked  by  great  numbers  and  in  danger  of  being  en- 
tirely surrounded,  my  remaining  forces  retreated  in  good  order,  nine 
companies  of  the  Fifty -ninth  Regiment  preserving  their  company  or- 
ganization. At  the  time  of  retreating,  being  on  the  extreme  right  with 
a  few  skirmishers  endeavoring  to  keep  the  enemy  on  our  flank  from 
closing  in  our  rear  as  my  column  moved  out,  1  Avas  left  entirely  cut  ofl' 
and  surrounded  by  several  hundred  of  the  enemy.  My  men,  gathering 
around  me,  fought  with  terrible  desperation.  Some  of  them,  having 
broken  up  their  guns  in  hand-to-hand  conflict,  unyielding,  died  at  my 
feet,  without  a  thing  in  their  bands  for  defense.  I  escaped  fi-om  this 
unpleasant  position  about  9  p.  m.,  and  by  making  a  large  circuit 
through  the  woods  joined  the  retreating  column  on  the  Ripley  road 
about  11  p.  m. 

My  men  being  in  rear  of  the  column  were  attacked  at  early  dawn  on 
the  morning  of  June  11,  some  five  miles  from  Ripley,  where  they  formed 
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and  fought,  using  ammunition  that  had  been  thrown  away  by  the  troops 
in  advance  and  picked  up  in  the  dark.  They  repulsed  the  enemy  and 
fell  back,  fighting  in  this  way  for  an  hour,  and  falling  back  a  mile  until 
relieved  by  cavalry,  when  they  moved  on  to  Eipley,  picking  up  every 
round  of  ammunition  they  could  get.  At  Ripley  I  attempted  to  fully 
reorganize  my  brigade,  but  had  hardly  commenced  when  the  enemy 
charged  into  the  lower  end  of  the  town,  breaking  the  line  of  cavalry 
formed  to  hold  them  in  check,  when  my  men  were  immediately  formed 
and  thrown  forward  against  the  enemy,  almost  without  a  round  of  am- 
munition. By  using  our  ammunition  sparingly  and  using  bayonets  and 
clubbed  muskets  at  every  opportunity,  we  succeeded  in  holding  in  check 
and  forcing  back  those  in  our  front  until  two  heavy  columns  were 
thrown  into  our  rear  and  a  strong  line  of  Grierson's  cavalry  still  in  rear 
of  them.  From  this  desperate  situation  we  succeeded  in  breaking  out 
to  the  right  and  left.  I  succeeded  in  bringing  off  about  170  on  the 
Salem  road,  most  of  them  being  disarmed,  and  many  severely  wounded, 
with  whom  I  reached  Collierville,  Tenn.,  June  12.  The  larger  portion 
of  my  command  made  their  way  out  to  the  left  through  a  pine  grove 
and  out  on  the  Lamar  and  old  Corinth  roads ;  the  larger  portion  under 
Captain  Foster,  commanding  Fifty -ninth,  took  the  Lamar  road,  coming 
througfli,  in  company  with  a  large  force  of  infantry  under  command  of 
Colonel  Wilkin,  acting  as  rear  guard,  and  defending  them  with  guns 
and  ammunition  thrown  away  by  the  retreating  column  in  advance. 
Moving  and  fighting  in  this  manner  they  reached  Collierville,  Tenn., 
June  13.  Still  another  portion  under  Captain  Reeve,  commanding 
Fifty-fifth,  being  much  harassed  by  overwhelming  numbers  of  appa- 
rently fresh-mounted  cavalry,  were  compelled  to  divide  and  scatter 
considerably,  but  finally  fought  their  way  through,  reaching  Collierville 
June  15. 

Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Cowden,  commanding  Fifty-ninth  Regiment,  was 
severely  wounded  in  right  hip  about  4.30  p.  m.  June  10,  at  the  fifth 
position  in  which  he  formed  his  regiment,  and  was  with  diflQculty 
brought  off  and  saved  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Capt. 
Henry  W.  Johnson  took  command  of  this  regiment,  displaying  great 
coolness  and  bravery  luitil  relieved  by  Capt.  James  C.  Foster,  who 
was  at  the  time  in  charge  of  a  line  of  skirmishers.  Captain  Foster 
handled  his  men  with  great  coolness  and  bravery,  holding  every  foot 
of  ground  possible,  hoping  only  to  detain  the  enemy  from  pursuing  our 
retreating  column. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  entire  command  are  deserving  of  great 
credit  for  the  bravery  with  which  they  fought  in  the  main  engagement, 
considering  the  unfavorable  circumstances  under  which  they  were 
thrown  into  action  and  the  overwhelming  numbers  against  whom  they 
C(mtended.  I  could  not  censure  a  single  officer,  or  even  suggest  where 
they  might  have  done  more.  1  can  scarce  give  the  credit  due  to  indi- 
vidual officers  where  all  are  so  deserving  of  praise. 

Our  losses  in  commissioned  officers  are:  Killed,!,  Lieutenant  Price, 
Fifty-fifth  Regiment;  wounded,  4,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Cowden,  Fifty- 
ninth,  right  hip;  Maj.  E.  M.  Lowe,  Fifty-fifth  Regiment,  left  arm;  Cap- 
tain Ewing,  Fifty -fifth,  left  leg;  Lieutenant  Lewis,  Fifty-fifth  Regiment, 
thigh;  missing,  11;  total  loss  in  commissioned  officers,  16.  Some  8 
other  officers  were  slightly  wounded,  but  not  so  as  to  disable  them  from 
duty  more  than  a  few  days. 

Our  loss  in  enlisted  men,  at  ])resent,  is:  Killed,  109;  wounded 
severely,  243;  missing,  160;  total,  512.  Full  300  more  were  slightly 
wounded,  but  not  sufficiently  to  keep  them  from  (luty  but  a  few  days, 
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In  a  few  days  I  shall  be  able  to  give  more  accurate  and  detailed  re- 
port of  casaalties. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  BOUTON, 
Colonel  Fifty-ninth  TJ.  8.  Infantry  {Colored),  Comdg.  Brigade. 

[Capt.  C.  W.  Dtjstan, 

AasistoMt  Adjutant-General,  District  of  Memphis.] 


No.  14. 


Eeport  of  Brig.  Oen.  Benjamin  H.  Grierson,   U.  S.  Army,  commanding 

Cavalry  Division. 

Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  21,  1864. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  1st  of  June  I  con- 
centrated my  command  at  La  Fayette  Station,  on  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Eailroad,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  2d  I  moved,  in  obedi- 
ence to  instructions  from  Brigadier-General  Sturgis,  in  a  southeasterly 
direction,  passing  through  Early  Grove,  Lamar,  and  Salem.    Frdm  this 
point  I  detached  a  force  of  400  men  under  Col.  Joseph  Karg4,  of  the 
Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  to  proceed  by  a  quick  movement,  via  Rip- 
ley, to  Eienzi,  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Eailroad,  with  instructions  to 
destroy  that  road  and  any  stores  that  might  be  on  it,  and  communicate 
with  me  on  the  Danville  and  Euckersville  road.    With  my  main  force  I 
moved  at  the  same  time  from  Salem  to  Euckersville,  where  I  halted 
about  twenty-four  hours  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  infantry  and  wagon 
train.    From  this  point  I  sent  patrols  east  to  the  Hatchie  Eiver  and 
beyond  to  obtain  all  possible  information  and  to  endeavor  to  communi- 
cate with  Colonel  Karg6.    Eeceiving  notice  that  the  enemy  had  left 
Corinth  and  passed  south,  I  communicated  with  the  general  command- 
ing, who  was  at  the  intersection  of  the  Salem  and  Euckersville  and 
Saulsbury  and  Eipley  roads,  who  decided  to  move  south  toward  Eipley. 
Accordingly,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  of  June  I  moved  southward 
to  Eipley.    At  this  point  my  advance  met  a  small  party  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  driven  through  town  and  out  on  the  New  Albany  road. 
They  fell  back  about  three  miles  to  their  reserve,  which  consisted  of  a 
brigade,  strongly  posted.    I  immediately  pushed  forward  a  portion  of 
my  Second    Brigade  (Colonel   Winslow's)    and  the  Seventh  Indiana 
Cavalry,  of  the  First  Brigade.    The  skirmishing  was  quite  brisk  for 
nearly  two  hours.    We  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  until  night 
came  on,  when  they  moved  off  in  a  southerly  direction,  and  I  fell  back  to 
a  good  position  and  encamped.    Our  loss  was  1  killed  and  3  wounded  ; 
that  of  the  enemy  6  killed  and  about  15  wounded,  most  of  whom  were 
left  on  the  field.    The  next  morning,  hearing  that  Colonel  Karg6  was 
in  a  hazardous  situation  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hatchie  Eiver,  by  order 
of  the  general  commanding  I  sent  500  men  and  two  howitzers  of  the 
First  Brigade  to  re-enforce  him.    They  had  not  proceeded  far  before  they 
met  him,  safely  returning.     About  noon  on  the  8th  I  sent  the  First 
Brigade  (Colonel  Waring's)  back  to  the  forks  of  the  New  Albany  and 
Ellistown  roads,  near  Eipley,  there  to  await  the  arrival  of  Colonel 
Karg6,  and  with  the  Second  Brigade  I  moved  on  a  by-road  across  to 
the  Ripley  and  Fulton  road,  striking  it  about  five  miles  from  Ripley. 
The  next  morning  I  detached  my  sick  men  and  worn-out  horses  and  sent 
them  back  in  company  with  the  sick  of  the  infantry  and  empty  wagons. 
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At  12  o'clock  I  moved  southeast  on  the  Fulton  road,  encamping  at 
night  at  Stubbs'  plantation,  fourteen  miles  from  Eipley,  and  moving 
again  soon  after  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  10th.  About  10  a.  m.  we 
reached  the  junction  of  the  Ripley  and  Fulton  and  Baldwyn  and  Ponto- 
toc roads  at  Mr.  Brice's  house,  six  miles  from  Baldwyn.  Just  befoie 
reaching  this  point  my  advance  struck  a  small  picket  of  the  enemy,  who 
attempted  to  destroy  a  bridge  and  fled.  Arriving  at  the  forks  of  the 
road,  I  halted  and  sent  heavy  patrols  on  the  dift'erent  roads.  That  on 
the  Baldwyn  road  had  scarcely  proceeded  a  mile  when  they  came  upoji 
a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy,  and  brisk  skirmishing  ensued.  I  imme- 
diately moved  Colonel  Waring's  entire  brigade ^ut  upon  that  road,  and 
engaged  the  enemy  heavily  to  develop  his  force.  I  also  moved  Colonel 
Winslow's  brigade  to  the  forks,  and  threw  a  portion  of  it  out  on  the 
Fulton  road  to  connect  with  the  right  of  Waring,  and  held  the  re- 
mainder, about  600  men,  in  reserve.  I  now  communicated  with  Gen- 
eral Sturgis,  and  informed  him  that  I  had  an  advantageous  position 
and  could  hold  it  if  the  infantry  was  brought  up  promptly.  The  en- 
emy advanced  upon  us  In  large  numbers,  with  double  line  of  skirmish- 
ers and  line  of  battle,  with  heavy  supports;  we  succeeded,  however, 
in  holding  our  own  and  in  repulsing  with  great  slaughter  three  distinct 
and  desperate  charges.  Ui>on  the  arrival  of  the  First  Infantry  Brigade 
my  Fii'st  Brigade  was  withdrawn  and  mounted,  but  I  was  soon  after 
compelled  to  dismount  the  greater  portion  of  it  for  the  purpose  of  meet- 
ing an  assault  of  the  enemy  upon  our  left.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  bal- 
ance of  the  infantry  an  attempt  was  made  to  relieve  Colonel  Winslow's 
brigade,  but  at  this  moment  the  enemy  made  a  fierce  onslaught  upon 
that  part  of  our  lines,  and  it  was  obliged  to  remain  about  an  hour 
longer.  Colonel  Winslow  finally  succeeded,  liowever,  in  withdrawing 
his  command  in  good  order  and  mounting  it,  with  the  exception  of  the 
detachments  of  the  Tenth  Missouri  and  Seventh  Illinois,  which  Avere  on 
the  Pontotoc  road,  and  which  acted  for  some  time  under  the  direction 
of  Colonel  McMillen,  commanding  Infantry  Division ;  also,  one  section 
of  the  Fourteenth  Indiana  Battery,  which  was  continued  in  action,  by 
order  of  the  general  commanding,  after  the  remainder  of  my  command 
had  been  withdrawn.  Scarcely  had  I  succeeded  in  mounting  and  re- 
forming my  command,  after  their  desperate  fight  of  four  hours,  when 
the  enemy  pushed  forward  in  overwhelming  numbers  and  compelled 
the  infantry  to  fall  back  in  confusion.  By  direction  of  General  Sturgis 
I  now  threw  ray  First  Brigade  in  advance  of  the  retreating  forces,  with 
instructions  to  check  the  retreat  and  open  the  road  to  the  rear,  and  in 
person  marched  with  the  Second  Brigade  upon  the  flank  and  rear  of 
the  forces  to  Stubbs'  plantation,  where  I  halted  with  it,  allowing  all 
stragglers  and  disorganized  forces  to  pass. 

This  brigade  was  now  engaged  during  the  remainder  of  the  expedi- 
tion in  protecting  the  unarmed  and  disorganized  troops  who  had  been 
thrown  into  confusion  in  the  engagement  of  the  10th.  Their  ammuni- 
tion at  length  becoming  exhausted,  I  drew  the  Fourth  Missouri,  detach- 
ments of  the  Ninth  and  Third  Illinois,  and  the  Second  Kew  Jersey  from 
Waring's  brigade,  which  was  in  advance,  and  used  them  to  assist  Col- 
onel Winslow  in  the  protection  of  our  rear.  We  returned  to  CoUierville, 
arriving  on  the  13th,  via  Ripley  and  Salem,  with  men  and  horses  worn 
out  and  ammunition  entirely  expended,  having  fought  the  enemy  on 
our  rear  during  the  entire  retreat. 

I  returned  in  person  to  Memphis  on  the  1.5th,  having  employed  two 
days  in  rendering  all  the  assistance  in  my  power  in  bringing  in  the  worn- 
out  and  wounded  stragglers  who  came  within  my  patrol  lines. 
9  E  K — VOL  XXXIX,  PT  I 
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For  Ml  and  explicit  details  of  the  movements  of  the  several  parts  of 
my  command  1  refer  to  reports  of  the  brigade  commanders,  herewith  in- 
closed. In  consequence  of  the  heavy  rains  which  prevailed  for  nine  days 
the  slow  movements  of  the  train  greatly  retarded  our  progress.  On 
account  of  the  exceeding  lack  of  forage  the  animals  became  much 
exhausted,  and  about  one-half  of  them  are  rendered  temporarily  unserv- 
iceable. 

Since  the  reports  of  tlic  brigade  commanders  were  made  a  number  of 
the  missing  have  returned,  and  the  entire  loss  in  my  division  Avill  fall 
short  of  300  men.  ^ 

In  the  early  part  of  the  engagement  of  the  10th  the  loss  of  the  enemy 
was  ex(!eedingly  heavy.  Numerous  assaults  were  repulsed,  throwing 
his  lines  into  confusion. 

During  the  expedition  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  my  connnand  nobly 
performed  their  duty,  evincing  remarkable  courage  and  perseverance, 
and  I  am  much  indebted  to  Colonels  Waring  and  Winslow  and  the  offi- 
cers of  my  personal  staft',  Capt.  S.  L.  Woodward,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  and  Lieut.  A.  W.  McOlure,  aide-de-camp,  for  their  valuable  aid 
and  support.  Col.  Joseph  Karg6,  of  the  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry, 
is  also  deserving  of  especial  praise  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which  he 
conducted  the  expedition  to  liienzi. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  GRIERSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Capt.  W.  C.  Rawolle, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

ADDENDA  . 

Hdqes.  Cavalry  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  16,  1864. 
Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Cavalry  Division : 

Tour  general  congratulates  you  upon  your  noble  conduct  during  the 
late  expedition  under  Brig.  Gen.  S.  D.  Sturgis.  Fighting  against  over- 
whelming numbers,  under  most  adverse  circumstances,  your  prompt 
obedience  to  orders  and  unflinching  courage,  commanding  the  admira- 
tion of  all,  made  even  defeat  almost  a  victory.  For  hours,  on  foot,  you 
repulsed  the  charges  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  and  again  in  the  saddle 
you  met  his  cavalry  and  turned  his  assaults  into  confusion.  Your  heroic 
perseverance  saved  hundreds  of  your  fellow  soldiers  from  capture  and 
inhuman  treatment  from  a  barbarous  foe.  You  have  been  faithful  to 
your  honorable  reputations,  and  have  fully  justified  the  confidence,  and 
merited  the  high  esteem,  of  your  commander. 

B.  H.  GRIBRSON, 
Brig.  Gen.,  Gomdg.  Cavalry  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  15. 


Reports  of  Col.  George  E.  Waring,  jr..  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry,  com- 
manding First  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Cavalry  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps, 

White's  Station,  Tenn.,  June  17,  1864. 
Captain  :  The  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry,  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry, 
Second  New  Jersey. Cavalry,  and  Nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of 
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the  brigade  under  my  command,  left  this  camp  on  the  1st  day  of  June, 
in  pursuance  of  an  order  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Cavalry  Division, 
to  join  an  expedition  under  Brigadier-General  Sturgis.  TheMneteenth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was  detailed  as  escort  to  Brigadier-General 
Sturgis,  and  on  the  march  a  detachment  of  the  Ninth  and  Third  Illinois 
Cavalry,  numbering  200  men,  was  assigned  temporarily  to  my  command, 
as  was  a  section  of  the  Fourteenth  Indiana  Battery.  Four  mountain 
howitzers  accompanied  the  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry.  My  force  for  the 
exi)edition  amounted  to  about  1,450  mounted  men  and  six  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery. The  command  reached  La  Fayette  Station  the  first  day;  dis- 
tance marched,  twenty-three  miles.  June  2,  marched  at  5  p.  m.  and 
went  to  a  point  three  miles  this  side  of  Moscow ;  distance  marched,  nine 
miles.  June  3,  marched  at  7.30  a.  m.  and  proceeded  through  Early  Grove 
and  Lamar  to  a  stream  one  mile  beyond  Salem,  on  the  Euckersville  road, 
where  we  encamped.  June  4,  remained  in  camp  waiting  for  the  remahi- 
der  of  the  expedition  to  come  up.  June  5,  marched  at  4  p.  m.  and  went 
to  Dunbar's  Mills,  on  the  Euckersville  road;  distance  marched,  thir- 
teen miles.  June  6,  marched  at  7  a.  m.  and  went  to  Euckersville;  dis- 
tance marched,  eight  miles.  June  7,  marched  at  2  p.  m.  and  went  two 
miles  south  of  Eipley  on  the  New  Albany  road;  distance  marched,  thir- 
teen miles.  June  8,  marched  back  on  the  road  to  the  edge  of  Eipley; 
distance  marched,  two  miles.  June  9,  marched  at  10  a.  m.  and  went  to 
Stubbs'  farm,  on  the  Fulton  road ;  distance  marched,  fourteen  miles. 
June  10,  marched  at  5  a.  m.  and  went  to  Brice's  Cross-Eoads;  fought  a 
battle  and  returned  to  Eipley,  arriving  there  at  daylight  on  the  11th; 
distance  marched,  thirty-three  miles.  June  11,  left  Eipley  at  7  a.  m.  and 
retreated  via  Davis'  Mills  to  the  State  Line  road,  three  miles  west  of 
Moscow,  reaching  there  at  2.30  a.  m.  on  the  12th;  distance  marched, 
thirty-seven  miles.  June  12,  continued  the  retreat  to  CoUierviUe,  and 
thence  to  White's  Station,  where  we  arrived  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  13th; 
distance  marched,  thirty-two  miles.  Total  distance  of  the  expedition, 
206  miles. 

INCIDENTS   OF  THE  EXPEDITION. 

On  the  4th  instant  Col.  Joseph  Karge,  of  the  Second  New  Jersey  Cav- 
alry, was  detached  with  a  force  of  200  men  from  my  command  and  200 
men  of  the  Second  Brigade,  and  sent  on  a  reconnaissance  toward 
Eienzi.  As  he  had  not  been  heard  from  on  the  morning  of  the  8th, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  von  Helmrich,  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry,  in  com- 
mand of  500  men  of  my  brigade,  was  sent  to  his  relief.  They  both  re-  , 
joined  us  that  evening.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  the  Second  Bri- 
gade was  engaged  by  a  small,  force  of  the  enemy  on  the  New  Albany 
road,  and  the  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry,  of  my  brigade,  was  sent  to  re-en- 
force them.  Night  coming  on  the  engagement  was  closed  without  se- 
rious results,  and  this  regiment  returned  to  camp.  On  the  morning  of 
the  10th  my  brigade  had  the  advance  on  the  march  from  Stubbs'  farm 
toward  Tupelo.  At  9  a.  m.,  when  we  were  about  six  miles  out,  my  ad- 
vance guard  struck  a  small  picket  of  the  enemy,  who  fled  and  tore  up  a 
bridge  in  our  front.  This  was  soon  repaired,  and  we  proceeded  cau- 
tiously. Two  miles  farther  on  we  found  a  strong  position  in  our  front, 
on  which  the  enemy  had  laid  down  the  fences,  and  apparently  prepared 
for  a  battle,  but  for  a  mile  farther  on  our  march  we  saw  nothing  of 
them. 
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The  battle  of  Brice^s  Gross  Roads. 

At  9.45  a.  m.  we  reached  Brice's  Cross-Eoads,  about  six  miles  west  of 
Baldwyn  Station,  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad.  Here  we  saw  the 
deeply  marked  trail  of  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy,  and  we  learned 
that  Forrest  and  Lee,  Avith  their  whole  commands,  had  passed  there 
during  the  preceding  two  or  three  days,  and  gone  to  I3aldwjrD ;  also  that 
the  cars  had  been  running  to  Baldwyn  quite  frequently.  Everything 
indicated  that  the  enemy's  forces  had  concentrated  at  Baldwyn.  By 
order  of  the  general  commanding  1  sent  out  a  squndron  of  the  Fourth 
Missouri  Cavalry,  under  Captain  Hanson,  to  patrol  the  road,  and  very 
soon  received  information  that  they  were  skirmishing  with  quite  a 
strong  picket  of  the  enemy.  I  took  the  Ninth  and  Third  Illinois 
and  Second  New  Jersey,  and  a  section  of  howitzers,  and  went  to  the 
support  of  Captain  Hanson,  leaving  a  staff  officer  to  form  the  remainder 
of  my  brigade  in  line  of  battle  in  the  edge  of  a  close  thicket  half  a  mile 
east  of  the  cross-roads,  facing  an  open  field.  My  advance  had  little 
other  good  effect  than  that  of  affording  an  opportunity  to  study 
the  character  of  the  ground.  We  were  immediately  met  by  a  strong 
advance  of  the  enemy  and  were  compelled  to  fall  back  to  our  line 
of  battle.  The  disposition  of  my  command  was  as  follows:  On  the 
road  were  placed  the  four  mountain  howitzers  of  the  Fourth  Missouri 
Cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Graessle,  with  the  regiment  in 
line,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  von  Helmrich,  on  the  left. 
On  the  left  of  the  Fourth  Missouri  was  stationed  a  squadron  of  the 
Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry,  under  Captain  Moore.  On  the  right  of  the 
battery  were  two  battalions  of  the  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry,  under 
Lieutenant-Cwonel  Browne,  with  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  as  a 
reserve.  The  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Kitchen,  was  in  reserve  in  position  to  re-enforce  the  right  wing 
should  it  be  endangered.  The  Ninth  and  Third  Illinois  Cavalry,  under 
Captain  Mock,  were  sent  to  the  front  of  the  battery  (on  lower  ground), 
and  iilaced  as  skirmishers  behind  logs  and  trees.  My  entire  force  was 
dismounted,  as  the  character  of  the  ground  would  not  admit  of  cavalry 
movements.  This  disposition  was  barely  made  when  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced in  strong  force  from  the  woods  opposite  to  us,  and  a  heavy  en- 
gagement ensued,  which  resulted  in  their  repulse.  Subsequently  they 
made  two  other  desperate  attempts  to  take  our  position,  one  on  the  left 
and  one  on  the  right  of  the  road.  These  attacks  were  exceedingly  fierce, 
each  consisting  of  a  double  line  of  skirmishers  with  an  infantry  line  of 
J  battle,  and  a  column  of  support  behind,  apparently  numbering  4,000 
men.  The  first  of  these  assaults  was  repulsed;  the  second  one,  after  a 
hand-to-hand  fight,  was  successful,  and  forced  back  my  right,  although 
the  whole  Second  New  Jersey  and  reserve  of  the  Seventh  1  ndiana  were 
brought  into  action.  This  was  at  2.20  p.  m.  (the  Second  Brigade  had 
gone  into  position  somewhat  to  my  right,  facing  south  at  12  m.,  and  had 
been  more  or  less  heavily  engaged  since  that  time).  After  falling  back 
a  short  distance  I  succeeded  in  forming  a  second  line,  whicb  was  held 
until  the  infantry  came  up  and  relieved  jny  command,  which  was  much 
fatigued  and  out  of  ammunition.  We  then  fell  back  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  on  the  Eipley  road  (t<jward  the  north),  and  took  position  in  an 
open  field,  from  which  the  men  were  again  dismounted,  and  sent  to 
hold  the  left  flank,  which  they  succeeded  in  doing.  At  4.30  p.  m.,  our 
entire  force  being  engaged,  and  the  enemy  evidently  oxTtnumbering 
us  very  heavily,  the  order  was  given  to  fall  back.  By  order  of  the 
general  comLmandiug  1  formed  a  line  between  the  enemy  and  our  wagon 
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train.  The  (>nemy  howevei-  pressed  so  closely  iuid  our  own  troops 
coming  from  the  battle-flekl  were  so  broken  tliiit  this  line  did  Imt 
little  good,  and  was  soon  compelled  to  retreat.  On  passing  the  train 
1  saw  that,  owing  t.>  the  bad  condition  of  the  loiids  and  tlio  disorder 
of  the  troops  x)a8siug  it,  it  Avould  be  impossible  to  save  it  or  the  artil- 
lery, which  was  behind  it.  To  retain  the  organization  of  my  own  com- 
mand I  withdrew  it  beyond  the  train  and  formed  it  in  a  iield.  I  here 
received  an  order  from  General  Sturgis  to  go  to  the  front  of  the  retreat- 
ing column  and  to  force  a  passage  through  the  enemy,  Avho  Avere  attempt- 
ing to  cut  us  off.  On  arriving  at  the  head  of  the  column  I  found  that 
the  Nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  had  driven  back  a  small  force 
which  was  attempting  to  cut  off  our  retreat,  and  which  was  said  now  to 
be  in  the  woods  in  front  of  us.  I  placed  the  Fourth  Missonri  Cavalry, 
with  draAvn  sabers  and  revolvers,  in  front,  and  ordeied  them  to  cut 
their  way  through  at  a  trot.  They  went  through  without  serious  oppo- 
sition and  made  way  for  the  rest  of  the  command. 

On  the  retreat  during  the  next  two  days  the  ISTinth  and  Third  Illinois, 
the  Fourth  Missouri,  and  the  Second  Xew  Jersey  were  successively  de- 
tached to  cover  the  rear,  which  they  did  satisfactorily  and  without 
seriovis  loss,  except  on  the  night  of  the  11th,  when  the  Second  New 
Jersey  lost  from  50  to  60  men  and  several  oflicers,  Avho  missed  the  road 
and  were  cut  off.  The  two  guns  and  caissons  of  the  Fourteenth  Indiana 
Battery,  which  had  been  assigned  to  my  command,  were  lost  on  the  field 
after  I  had  been  ordered  to  withdraw,  leaving  them  with  the  infantry. 
The  entire  howitzer  battery  of  the  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry  was  brought 
safely  to  camp,  a  fact  which  is  extremely  creditable  to  Lieutenant 
Graessle,  who  commanded  it. 

The  loss  of  men  in  my  command  Avas  as  follows: 


ConiiDautl. 


4tli  Missouri  Cavalrj' 

*2(1   New  Jersey  Cavalry  .  - . 

7tli  Indiana  Cavalry 

19tli  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  . 

9th  niiuois  Cavalry 

3d    Illinois  Cavalry 

Total 


Killea. 

Woiuided. 

^Missing. 

Total. 

I 

9 

1 

7 
9 
16 
1 

8 
65 
IS 
27 

18 
80 
43 
29 

\         ' 

IS 

16 

37 

22 

51 

134 

207 

Of  this  number  IG  were  commissioned  officers,  of  whom  1  was  killed, 
C  were  wounded,  and  9  are  missing. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  WARING,  Jk., 
Colonel  Fourth  Missouri  Chivalry,  Commanding. 

Capt.  S.  L.  Woodward, 

A ssistant  Adjutant- General. 


White's  Station,  June  31,  J 864. 
Number  of  men  returned  from  missing,  7.  Oflicers  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing:  Lieut.  Col.  G.  von  Helmrich,  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry, 
wounded  and  prisoner;  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M.  Browne,  Capt.  Joel  H. 
Elliott,  and  Lieut.  James  Sloan,  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry,  wounded; 
Lieut.  T.  E.  Murray,  Nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  wounded; 
Capt.  Charles  C.  Keily,  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  killed;  Second 
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Lieut.  Stever  G.  Schwartz,  Lieut.  Adrian  S.  Appleget,  Lieut.  Lewis 
Kaiuear,  Lieut.  L.  Heury  Smith,  Lieut.  .Tuliu«  vou  Rudolphi,  Lieut. 
Sigismuud  vou  Braida,  aud  Asst.  Surg.  John  L.  Krauter,  all  of  Second 
New  Jersey  Cavalry,  missing. 

GEO.  E.  WARING,  Jii., 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
Captain  Woodward, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  10. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M.  Browne,  Seventh  Indiana  Ga\-alry. 

Hdqes.  Seventh  Indiana  Yolunteer  Cavalry, 

Camp  at  White's  Station,  June  16,  1804. 

I  herewith  resijectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Seventh 
Indiana  Volunteer  Cavalry  as  to  the  part  taken  by  it  in  the  late  ex])e- 
dition  of  General  Sturgis  to  Brice's  Cross-Roads,  Miss.,  and  the  engage- 
ment that  ensued  at  that  place : 

The  regiment,  350  strong,  in  command  of  Maj.  S.  E.  W.  Simonson, 
joined  the  expedition  at  this  camp  on  the  moruing  of  the  1st  instant. 
It  proceeded  without  serious  interruption  to  Salem,  Miss.,  at  which 
place  I  overtook  the  coiiimand  on  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  instant. 
Nothing  occurred  of  particular  Interest  beyond  the  usual  incidents  of 
scouting  and  foraging  until  our  arrival  at  Ripley  on  the  evening  of  the 
7th  instant,  at  which  place  the  advance  of  General  Sturgis  was  fired 
upon  by  a  small  party  of  rebels,  but  they,  being  charged,  fled  [>recipi- 
tately  through  the  town  and  some  two  miles  to  the  south  of  it,  where, 
securing  an  advantageous  position  on  the  crest  of  a  hill,  which  could 
only  be  approached  by  passing  over  a  narrow  causeway,  they  made  a 
stand  and  for  a  short  time  obstinately  contested  a  farther  advance.  A 
portion  of  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry  having  engaged  them  in  a  spirited 
skirmish  of  an  hour's  duration,  and  having  failed  to  drive  the  enemy, 
this  regiment  was  forwarded  from  the  rear  of  the  Cavalry  Division  to  the 
front.  We  moved  forward  at  once,  but  met  the  dismounted  horses  of 
the  Iowa  regiment  on  the  bridge  coming  to  the  rear,  Avhich  fact  delayed 
for  a  few  moments  our  advance.  Arriving  on  the  gnmnd  Ave  Avere 
ordered  to  take  a  position  on  the  left  of  the  road  and  to  move  from 
thence  forward  and  carry  the  hill.  The  ground  upon  the  left  was  of 
such  a  character,  from  washes  and  ditches,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
maneuver  the  regiment  mounted.  The  regiment  was  at  once  formed  in 
line,  the  men  dismounted  aud  moved  forward  to  the  hill,  occupying  it, 
the  enemy  retiring  at  our  approach  without  firing  upon  us.  It  was  now 
dark ;  I  sent  General  Grierson  information  of  the  situation  of  affairs, 
and  by  his  order  retired. 

On  the  8th  instant  we  proceeded,  with  the  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry, 
to  Ruckersville  to  the  relief  of  Colonel  Karg6.  Meeting  the  colonel 
with  his  command  a  short  distance  beyond  that  place  we  returned,  re- 
joining our  forces  on  the  same  day  at  Ripley,  Avhere  we  camped  for  the 
night. 

On  the  10th  instant,  at  Brice's  Cross-Roads,  Captains  Branham  and 
Shoemaker  were  sent  forward  by  Colonel  Waring's  order,  with  fifty 
men,  on  the  Tupelo  road  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  whereabouts  of  the 
enemy.   While  they  were  absent  the  enemy  was  discovered  in  force  and  in 
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position  but  ii  sliort  distance  from  us  on  tlie  lelt-liaiul  road .  The  cavalry 
forces  were  moved  into  position.  This  regiment  was  phiced,  by  direc- 
tion of  Colonel  Waring,  on  the  right  of  the  road,  supporting  the  bat- 
tery of  the  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry,  which  Avas  upon  our  immediate 
left.  The  position  was  well  selected,  being  in  the  edge  of  a  grove,  on 
elevated  ground,  in  the  rear  of  a  fence,  and  having  a  large  open  field  be- 
tween us  and  the  enemy.  Over  this  open  space  the  enemy  would  have 
to  pass  to  attack  us.  The  regiment  was  dismounted  and  placed  in  the 
rear  of  the  fence,  and  skirmishers  throAvn  out  into  the  open  field  in  front. 
The  enemy  occupied  a  very  strong  position  on  a  wooded  hill,  immedi- 
ately in  front  of  which  was  a  swamp,  so  that  to  have  attacked  them 
with  a  cavalry  force  only  would  have  been  disastrous.  We  awaited 
them  in  our  position,  our  skirmishers  and  the  battery  in  the  mean  time 
keeping  up  a  very  lively  fire.  Colonel  Waring  instructed  me  to  hold 
the  position  occupied  by  us  to  the  last  extremity.  The  men  were  di- 
rected to  lay  close  to  the  fence  and  to  reserve  their  fire  until  the  enemy 
should  be  at  short  range.  While  this  was  taking  place  quite  a  demon- 
stration was  made  by  the  enemy  upon  the  extreme  left,  and  by  order  of 
the  colonel  commanding,  Capt.  John  M.  Moore,  with  Company  H  of  this 
regiment,  was  ordered  to  that  point.  Soon  after  the  Second  New  Jersey 
Cavalry,  which  was  upon  our  right,  was  moved  to  another  position, 
leaving  this  command  on  the  extreme  right  ofthe  First  Cavalry  Brigade. 
At  1.30  p.  m.,  and  after  we  had  held  this  position  some  two  hours  and  a 
half,  the  enemy  approached  our  front  and  right  in  heavy  force.  They 
had  two  lines  of  skirmishers  and  a  line  of  infantry  supporting  them.  In 
a  moment  I  discovered  that  the  position  could  not  be  long  held  by  us 
without  re-enforcements,  as  they  would  overwhelm  us  with  numbers. 
At  this  time  my  command  only  numbered  about  280,  one-fourth  of  whom 
were  holding  horses.  I  dispatched  an  orderly  to  the  colonel  command- 
ing asking  that  a  torce  be  sent  to  my  right,  but  was  informed  in  reply 
that  he  had  already  disposed  of  every  available  man  in  the  brigade, 
and  that  to  give  me  assistance  was  impossible.  By  this  time  the  enemy 
were  advancing  rapidly  and  attempting  to  turn  our  right.  The  regi- 
ment was  rallied  to  the  right  and  soon  the  conflict  became  desperate. 
But  a  few  yards  intervened  between  their  line  and  ours,  and,  indeed, 
so  close  did  they  approach  us  that  our  men  in  a  few  instances  employed 
the  butts  of  their  carbines  in  resisting  theii-  advance.  At  this  point 
the  enemy  suffered  severely,  as  we  could  see  many  of  them  fall  before 
our  fire.  It  soon  became  evidentthat  we  Avere  beingflanked  on  our  right, 
and  that  to  hold  our  position  much  longer  would  be  impossible.  We 
had  maintained  our  ground  for  near  three  hours,  and  the  enemy's  fire 
at  such  short  range  had  become  murderous.  As  our  infantry  were  com- 
ing up  and  going  into  position  Ave  Avere  ordered  to  fall  back,  AA^hich  Ave  did 
in  tolerable  order.  While  this  was  transpiring  oil  the  right  the  force  of 
Captain  Moore  was  by  no  means  idle.  He  was  constantly  engaged  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy  until  he  rejoined  the  regiment  near  the  wagon 
train  in  the  rear  of  the  cross-roads.  Upon  leaving  the  field  at  the  cross- 
roads, feeling  tooAveak  to  continue  longer  in  command,  I  turned  it  over 
to  Major  Simonson,  to  whose  judgment,  coolness,  and  bravery,  both  on 
the  field  and  in  the  subsequent  retreat,  I  am  greatly  indebted.  Upon 
falling  back  upon  the  Kijiley  road  Major  Simonson  was  directed  to  take 
the  regiment  and  rejoin  the  brigade  at  the  rear.  Arriving  at  the  bri- 
gade, by  Colonel  Waring's  order  two  battalions,  under  the  command  of 
Captains  Wright  and  Hubbard,  were  dismounted  and  thrown  forward  in 
line  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  to  the  left  of  the  road.  The  remaining  bat- 
talion, in  command  of  Captain  Kyau,  Avas  ordered  to  the  left  to  hold  the 
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enemy  in  check  and  prevent  his  passing  our  left  flank  to  our  rear.  In 
this  position  the  command  was  constantly  skirmishing  for  about  an  hour, 
Avhen  it  was  ordered  "  to  horse,"  under  a  heavy  fire.  From  this  position 
it  marched  about  one  mile  to  the  rear  and  again  formed,  by  General 
Grierson's  order,  on  the  left.  It  remained  in  this  position  until  the  in- 
fantry came  up,  when  it  was  ordered  to  fall  back.  It  then  took  up  the 
march  in  the  rear  of  the  brigade  and  arrived  at  Eipley  at  daylight  the 
next  morning.  Halting  there  a  short  time  to  rest,  it  was  placed  in  the 
advance  and  moved  for  Memphis.  With  the  residue  of  our  forces  it 
marched  all  that  day  and  night,  the  rear  being  constantly  harassed  by 
the  enemy,  and  arrived  safely  at  CoUierville  on  the  morning  of  the  12th 
instant. 

I  can  not  speak  in  terms  of  too  high  commendation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  olflcers  and  men  of  this  command  in  this  engagement.  To  name 
some,  when  all  did  their  duty  so  well,  would  be  unjust. 

Of  the  line  offlcers  Capt.  J.  H.  Elliott,  of  Company  M,  and  First  Lieut. 
James  Sloan,  of  Company  E,  were  seriously  wounded  while  gallantly  en- 
gaging the  enemy.  1  regret  deeply  that  we  were  unable  to  bring  Cap.- 
taiu  Elliott  back  to  camp,  but  hope  that  he  may  yet  be  brought  safely 
to  the  command. 

Our  loss  is  as  follows:  Killed,  8;  wounded,  10;  missing,  17;  a  list  of 
whom  I  have  heretofore  forwarded. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  M.  BROWNE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel^  Commanding. 

Lieut.  A.  Vezin, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  17. 


Report  of  Col.  Udicard  F.  Winslow,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  commanding 

Second  Brigade. 

Hdqks.  Second  Brig.,  Cavalky  Div.,  16th  Akmy  Corps, 

Memphis,  June  IS,  1864. 

Captaiti  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  account  of  oper- 
ations of  my  command  during  the  late  expedition  under  Brigadier- 
General  Sturgis: 

This  brigade  went  out  on  the  1st  of  June  instant  with  1,489  offlcers 
and  men,  distributed  as  follows,  viz :  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  535 ;  Fourth 
Iowa  Cavalry,  700 ;  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry,  146,  and  Seventh  Illinois 
Cavahy,  102.  Two  6-pounder  rifled  guns  were  attached  to  the  Tenth 
Missouri,  besides  which  Captain  Lee,  with  two  guns  of  the  Seventh 
Wisconsin  Battery,  reported  to  me  at  CoUierville.  The  command 
guarded  the  supply  train  and  artillery  as  far  as  La  Fayette  Station, 
thirty-three  miles  from  this  city,  arriving  at  9  a.  m.  on  the  2d  instant, 
having  bivouacked  at  Colliei'ville  the  previous  night.  In  company  with 
tlie  First  Brigade  we  moved  by  easy  marches  to  Salem,  where  the 
Seventh  Illinois  and  100  men  of  the  Tenth  Missouri  were  directed 
to  report  to  Colonel  Karg^,  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  for  a  recon- 
naissance toward  Corinth.  These  detachments  rejoined  the  command 
three  days  thereafter  just  beyond  Ripley,  having  made  very  severe 
marches  with  little  I'cst  or  feed. 

At  Ripley,  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  instant,  the  advance,  one  com- 
pany of  the  Third  and  two  companies  of  the  Fourth  Iowa,  had  a  slight 
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fikirmisli  with  a  portion  of  Bell's  (rebel)  brigade,  in  wliieb  we  lost  1  man 
killed  and  3  wounded,  2  of  whom  Avere  captured  by  the  enemy.  The 
enemy  left  6  men  dead  on  the  ground. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant  the  enemy  was  met  in  force  at 
Brice's  Cross-Eoads,  twenty- three  miles  from  Eipley  and  about  six  miles 
from  the  railroad.  My  command,  by  order  of  Brigadier-General  Grier- 
son,  was  placed  in  position  to  defend  tlie  Fulton  and  Pontotoc  roads, 
which  occasioned  the  following  disposition  of  forces  at  12..3()  p.  m.,  viz: 
Third  Iowa,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Noble  commanding,  and  eight  companies 
of  the  Fourth  Iowa,  Major  Pierce  commanding,  on  the  Fulton  road,  dis- 
mounted and  in  line  half  a  inile  from  the  intersection  of  tlie  roads.  Oui- 
left  joined  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade,  the  two  commands  forming  a 
quarter  of  a  circle  and  covering  the  Baldwyn  and  Fulton  roads.  Skir- 
mishers were  deployed  well  to  thefiontof  my  command.  The  Tenth  Mis- 
souri and  Seventh  Illinois,  in  all  200  men,  were  thrown  lorward  to  protect 
our  extreme  right  via  the  Pontotoc  road,  while  the  four  rifled  guns  were  - 
held  in  position  at  the  cross-roads  to  defend  each  approach.  Atthesame 
time  four  companies  of  the  Foiuth  iUfWd,  Cai)tain  Bee  commanding,  were 
sent  back  to  the  rear  to  counimnicate  with  the  train,  and  took  position 
with  it  for  the  purpose  of  defense.  Requesting  tlie  general  command- 
ing the  division  to  take  charge  of  my  artillery  and  communicate  any 
commands  to  me  at  the  front,  1  proceeded  to  the  line  on  the  Fnlton  road, 
and  remained  with  my  troops  in  position  until  twice  ordered  back  by 
Brigadier  General  Sturgis.  At  the  moment  of  receiving  the  first  order 
to  fall  back  the  enemy  had  fiercely  attacked  the  infantry  which  had 
been  sent  to  my  relief  under  Colonel  McMillen,  and  I  deemed  it  best  to 
hold  my  troopers  in  supj)ort.  I  immediately  informed  the  general  coin- 
manding  of  my  action  and  asked  further  instructions.  Being  again 
ordered  to  the  rear  I  withdrew  my  command  and  directed  the  regimental 
commanders  to  mount  and  move  to  the  west  side  of  the  creek,, which 
Avas  three-qiiarters  of  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  our  line  of  battle.  Though 
fiercely  assailed  by  the  enemy,  who  advanced  steadily,  I  could  have  held 
our  original  position  had  not  the  retirement  of  Colonel  Waring's  com- 
mand obliged  me  to  fall  back  in  order  to  keep  up  conununication  to  the 
left.  At  the  time  we  were  relieved  by  the  infantry  the  line  had  retired 
about  400  yards.  At  the  request  of  the  general  conunanding  ex]»edition 
I  directed  the  detachments  of  the  Seventh  Illinois  aiid  Tenth  Missouri, 
Avho  had  been  forced  to  retire  from  their  position  on  the  Pontotoc  road, 
to  dismount,  send  their  horses  west  of  the  creek,  and  assist  in  repelling 
the  attacks  of  the  enemy  on  our  extreme  right.  The  Third  Iowa  having 
mounted  and  proceeded  over  the  bridge,  which  I  had  directed  to  be  re- 
paired at  the  commencement  of  the  engagement,  I  left  orders  for  my 
guns  and  the  Fourth  Iowa  to  follow,  and  proceeded  with  tlie  general 
commanding  the  division  toward  the  rear.  I  halted  the  Third  loAva 
about  one-third  of  a  mile  west  of  the  creek,  and  formed  in  column  of 
scpiadrons,  with  intent  to  protect  the  train,  which  in  the  mean  time  had 
commenced  crossing  to  the  east  of  the  creek.  A  shell  bursting  near 
where  General  Grierson  and  myself  were  standing  gave  me  the  first  in- 
timation of  defeat,  and  I  immediately  galloped  to  the  front  to  look  after 
the  Seventh  Illinois,  Tenth  Missouri,  and  Fourth  loAva  llegiments,  find- 
ing all  the  way  to  the  bridge  one  indiscriiainate  mass  of  wagonSj^ artil- 
lery, caissons,  ambulances,  and  broken,  disordered  troops.  The  Fourth 
Iowa  was  forced  to  dismount  at  the  bridge  and  take  position  on  a  small 
hill  at  the  front  to  check  the  enemy  while  their  horses  passed  the  creek. 
Two  infantry  regiments  which  were  retreating  iu  disorder  were  by  this 
maneuver  saved'  from  destructiou  or  capture.    The  enemy  now  vigor- 
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ously  slielled  with  our  owu  guns  the  dismounted  iiieu  and  the  bridge. 
The  infantry  liad  relieved  my  command  at  the  trout  and  original  ground 
at  3  p.  m.,  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour  it  became  necessary  to  dismount 
the  Fourth  Iowa  and  hold  in  check  the  enemy  while  the  horses  of  that 
regiment,  the  Seventh  Illinois,  and  Tenth  Missouri  crossed  the  creek. 
I  put  my  command  in  the  saddle  in  pursuance  to  orders  from  the 
general  commanding  division,  and  finding  no  order,  no  attempted  efforts 
to  reorganize  the  retreating  troops,  I  took  up  a  line  of  march  for  the 
new  front,  moving  through  the  woods  parallel  to  the  road,  now  full  of 
the  debris  of  a  routed  army.  About  three  miles  from  the  battle-field  I 
formed  my  command  in  close  column  with  the  intention  of  making  a 
defense,  but  finding  from  the  nature  of  the  country  and  the  disorder 
of  our  army  that  it  could  not  be  done  withoitt  losing  my  horses,  and  re- 
ceiving at  this  time  an  order  from  the  general  commanding  division  to 
act  as  I  thought  best,  I  resumed  my  mar(;h  toward  Stubbs'  plantation. 
Very  shortly  afterward  1  overtook  the  general  commanding  expedition, 
who  requested  me  to  ijroceed  at  once  toward  Eijjley  and  endeavor  to 
check  the  retreat  of  the  army.  I  asked  him  if  Stubbs' would  do;  he 
said  "admirably,"  when  I  at  once  gained  the  front  of  everything,  except 
the  First  Brigade  of  cavalry,  which  had  gone  on  in  advance,  and  formed 
my  command  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent  any  farther  movement  to- 
ward Eipley.  I  reported  to  General  Sturgis,  on  the  ground  and  in  per- 
son, my  dispositions,  and  that  my  command  was  intact,  and  had  been. 
He  directed  me  to  open  the  road,  allow  all  to  go  by,  and  to  see  that  no 
impediment  to  the  retreat  existed;  and  asked  me  to  take  the  rear  of 
the  command  with  my  brigade,  as  1  had  "  the  only  organized  force  in  the 
army."  He  said  he  would  try  to  reorganize  his  troops  just  beyond 
Eipley,  if  possible;  that  his  artillery  and  train  had  gone  to  hell,  and 
if  got  through  the  swamp  two  miles  east,  it  could  not  be  eventually 
saved  for  want  of  forage.  He  also  told  me  to  direct  the  abandonment 
of  all  things  which  could  not  be  got  along,  and  ordered  Colonel  McMil- 
len  to  leave  a  staff  officer  to  help  me  organize  for  the  defense  of  the  rear 
any  conamand  with  their  officers  which  should  come  along;  at  the  same 
time  telling  me  that  it  would  be  useless  to  attempt  to  use  small  squads  or 
commands  not  properly  officered.  I  accordingly  remained  in  position 
at  that  point  from  9  p.  m.  until  2.30  o'clock  next  morning.  During  this 
interval  Colonel  Thomas,  of  [Ninety-third  Indiana]  Infan  try,  CaptainLee, 
of  the  Seventh  Wisconsin  Battery,  and  many  other  officers  coming  from 
the  swamp,  had  reported  to  me  that  the  swamp  at  the  headwaters  of 
the  Hatchie  was  completely  choked  and  clogged  with  abandoned  guns, 
caissons,  wagons,  ambulances,  and  dead  animals,  so  much  so  that  it 
would  be  impossible  for  any  such  property  to  be  got  through ;  hence  I 
had,  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  General  Sturgis,  directed  the 
savingof  animals  and  men,  and  the  destruction  of  all  proi)erty  aban- 
doned, so  far  as  possible.  Fi'om  here  I  sent  an  officer  of  the  Third  Iowa 
back  to  the  swamp  to  report  on  the  condition  of  matters,  and  inform  me 
when  all  the  troops  had  got  by.  His  report  confirmed  that  of  all  the 
other  officers.  He  had  failed  to  discover  the  remnant  of  the  infantry 
brigade  which  was  in  the  rear  of  the  train.  This  command  is  entitled 
to  much  praise,  aiul  I  learn  that  it  has  returned  somewhat  in  unity  to 
Memphis,  having  taken  the  Euckersville  road  from  Eipley,  in  company 
with  six  companies  of  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  which,  under  command 
of  Captain  Woods,  Company  L,  was  cut  off  from  the  main  command  at 
Eipley  and  came  through  safely  to  Collierville,  arriving  about  11  a.  m. 
on  the  12th  instant.  Believing  all  the  troops  had  passed,  I  moved 
toward  liii)ley  at  2.30  a.  m.  on  the  11th,  having  directed  a  ijortion  of 
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the  Oue  huudjred  and  twentieth  lUiuois  Infantry,  M'hich  was  the  only 
organized  force  I  saw,  to  move  in  front  of  iny  cavalry.  Having  pro- 
ceeded about  seven  miles,  1  learned  that  the  remnant  of  an  infantry 
brigade  Avas  in  my  rear.  I  halted  and  allowed  it  to  pass.  Shortly 
thereafter  the  enemy,  coming  up,  assailed  my  rear  guard,  and  on  our 
arrival  at  Riiiley  attacked  us  in  rear  and  on  both  flanks  in  consider- 
able force.  The  general  commanding  division,  being  with  me  from 
Stubbs',  is  conversant  with  all  our  movements  thereafter,  and  can  fully 
appreciate  the  character  of  the  severe  engagement  at  Eipley,  and  for 
live  miles  on  this  side.  At  one  time  (this  side  of  Eipley,  Third  Iowa  in 
the  real)  some  confusion  was  for  fifteen  minutes  created  in  my  column 
by  the  enemy  charging  my  rear  guard,  when  we  were  nearly  out  of 
ammunition.  Two  companies  of  the  Fourtli  Iowa,  under  Captain 
Abraham,  of  that  regiment,  aided  by  a  portion  of  the  Third  Iowa, 
succeeded  in  checking  the  enemy.  The  enemy  followed  in  force  to  a 
creek  five  miles  from  Eipley.  Henceforward  there  was  little  difficulty 
in  the  rear,  though  my  entire  command  was  out  of  ammunition.  The 
Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  Colonel  Karg6  commanding,  was  now 
drawn  from  the  First  Brigade  (which  was  in  front)  and  assigned  the 
rear,  our  animals  and  men  being  nearly  exhausted.  Marching  con- 
tinually without  rest  or  forage  until  9  a.  m.  on  the  12th  instant,  Collier- 
ville  was  reached.  Here  the  command  was  rested  until  about  dark, 
when  on  some  rumor  that  the  enemy  were  coming  the  men  and  animals, 
exhausted  by  forty-eight  hours'  fighting  and  marching,  were  again 
hurried  forward  to  White's  Station,  seventeen  miles,  notwithstanding 
2,000  fresh  infantry  had  joined  us  at  CoUierville.  Captain  Neet,  com- 
manding detachment  of  Tenth  Missouri,  had  been  directed  by  me  while 
at  Stubbs'  to  proceed  to  Eipley,  together  with  Captain  Joyce,  of  the 
same  regiment,  commanding  the  battery  of  two  guns.  On  their  arrival 
at  Eipley  they  were  ordered  by  General  Sturgis  to  push  through  to 
Memphis.  This  command  had  been  nearly  dismounted  by  the  severe 
marching,  under  Colonel  Karg6,  toward  Corinth. 

Captain  Neet  is  a  brave  officer  of  energy  and  perseverance. 

Captain  Joyce  saved  his  guns,  though  they  were  the  lirsc  and  last  in 
position  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  deserves  the  highest  meed  of  praise 
for  gallantry,  energy,  and  determination. 

Captain  Lee,  of  the  Seventh  Wisconsin  Battery,  took  into  Ripley  the 
only  other  gun  brought  through  the  swamp,  but  his  horses  giving  out 
he  was  forced  to  abandon  it  at  that  point. 

Maj.  M.  H.  Williams,  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry,  rendered  very  valuable 
services,  and  on  every  occasion  was  cool,  brave,  and  possessed  of  ad- 
mirable judgment.  1  request  the  general  commanding  division  to  give 
him  special  mention  for  his  good  conduct  and  gallantry,  and  especially 
for  services  of  the  highest  character  on  the  field  of  battle  and  on  the 
retreat  through  Eipley. 

Forage  was  very  scarce,  and  only  secured  by  searching  the  country 
for  miles  along  tlie  line  of  march  After  the  6th  instant  the  animals 
were  not  supplied  with  more  than  half  rations  grain,  and  during  the 
last  two  days  none  was  secured,  though  the  labor  of  the  horses  was 
exceedingly  severe.  Oui-  animals  are  much  reduced,  badly  jaded,  and 
many  of  them  troubled  with  sore  backs,  rendering  them  temporarily 
unserviceable.     The  continuous  rain  added  to  this  evil. 

The  conduct  of  the  entire  command  was  creditable  in  the  highest  de- 
gree. That  portion  dismounted  at  Brice's  repulsed  the  enemy  three 
times,  with  severe  loss.  The  men  were  at  no  tune  defeated  or  driven 
from  ground  which  they  were  ordered  to  hold. 
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The  gallaut  conduct  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Noble  aii(J  Miijor  Pierce, 
conimandiug  regiments,  is  especially  worthy  of  mention.  To  their  efforts 
I  am  indebted  for  the  good  order  and  conduct  of  their  respective  com- 
mauds. 

Major  Jones,  Captain  Curkendall,  Third  Iowa,  Captains  Dee,  Woods, 
and  Abraham,  Fourth  Iowa,  commanding  battalions,  I  recommend  for 
bravery,  coolness,  and  attention  to  orders. 

1  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  following  table  of  casualties 
and  losses.  The  ofl&cers  and  men  who  suffered  did  so  at  their  jtosts 
and  ill  the  performance  of  their  duty,  unshrinking,  and  with  patriotic 
courage  and  feeling  : 
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1 

I  have  received  no  report  from  Seventh  Illinois  Cavahy. 
Itespectfully  submitted  bv  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  WI^rSLOW, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.   S.   L.   WOODWAKD, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Cavalry  Division,  16th  Army  Corps. 


No.  18. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  Noble,  Third  lon-a  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Third  Iowa  Cavalry, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  Jnne  15,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  through  you  to  my  immediate  com- 
mander, that,  in  parsuance  of  orders,  I  left  camp  on  the  1st  instant  with 
510  men,  fully  mounted,  armed,  and  equipped,  commanded  by  twenty- 
live  officers,  and  accompanied  by  two  ambulances  and  three  wagons, 
uniting  with  the  rest  of  the  Second  Brigade  on  the  Germantown  road 
about  six  miles  from  Memphis.  We  advanced  to  Collierville  the  same 
day,  encamping  there  at  sundown  amid  a  great  rain-storm,  the  first  of 
an  almost  continuous  shower  for  the  rest  of  six  days.  Our  march  from 
thence  to  Ija  Fayette,  Salem,  Ruckersville,  and  Ripley,  from  the  3d  to 
7th,  was  uninterrupted  save  by  the  rains  and  the  necessity  of  search- 
ing in  all  directions  for  forage.  From  there  on,  from  other  causes,  how- 
ever, much  of  the  marching  was  required  to  be  done  by  night,  and  the 
camps  necessarily  taken  wherever  chance  decided. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  7th,  when  we  had  advanced  about  two  miles 
beyond  Eipley,  and  while  the  brigade  was  going  into  camp.  Company 
C,  of  this  regiment,  was  ordered  to  the  front,  by  the  brigade  commander, 
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for  forage,  and  iinexpecteclly  became  engaged  with  au  enemy  of  very 
considerable  strength,  and  which  I  have  reason  to  believe  Avas  a  column 
of  rebel  cavalry  hastening  to  join  the  main  force,  Avhich  we  met  on  the 
lOth.  Captain  Wilson  and  Lieutenant  Lynch,  of  Company  C,  at  once 
charged  the  enemy  gallantly  with  their  company,  first  mounted  and 
then  dismounted,  and  drove  in  the  squadrons  which  had  been  sent 
against  them.  On  coming  in  sight  of  the  main  body,  my  men  formed 
a  line  and  alone  maintained  the  light  until  re-enforced  by  squadrons  of 
the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavaky  and  Companies  E  and  F  of  this  regiment, 
under  Captains  Spencer  and  Crail,  respectively.  It  having  been  detei- 
mined  by  the  general  connimiiding  division  not  to  give  battle  at  this 
time.  Company  C  was  ordered  to  retire,  and  a  portion  of  the  line  on 
the  right  of  Companies  E  and  P  retiring  they  also  were  withdrawn, 
after  having  been  under  a  severe  fire  for  half  au  hour.  A  new  line  was 
formed  half  a  mile  nearer  camp,  and  maintained  until  after  dark,  when 
all  the  line  returning  to  camp,  the  enemy  passed,  seemingly  more  de- 
sirous to  unite  with  his  own  army  than  to  annoy  ns  at  that  time.  The 
loss  of  my  companies  here  was:  Company  C,  1  horse  wounded;  Com- 
pany E,  1  man  Avoiinded,  3  horses  killed  and  2  horses  wounded;  Com- 
pany F,  1  man  killed  and  1  horse  killed.  In  all,  1  man  killed,  1  man 
wounded,  4  horses  killed  and  3  horses  wounded. 

After  tliis,  on  the  8th  and  9th,  we  advanced  with  the  rest  of  the  cav- 
alry toward  Guutown  or  Ealdwyn.  The  want  of  sufHcient  forage  be- 
gan to  aftect  our  horses  Aery  perceptibly,  and  the  difBculty  in  obtaining 
the  small  amount  in  the  country  about  us  was  now  increased  by  the 
presence  of  the  enemy.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th  a  foraging  party 
of  this  command  was  fired  into  by  a  guerrilla  band  concealed  in  the 
brush.  Private  George  W.  Ehoads,  Company  B,  mortally  wounded. 
He  died  the  same  day,  and  was  buried  on  the  line  of  march.  His  horse, 
equipments,  and  arms  were  saved.  The  last  forage  of  any  kind  what- 
ever this  command  received  or  obtained  Avas  at  Stubbs'  plantation  on 
the  evening  of  the  9th.  On  the  morning  of  the  10th  aa'c  left  camp  at 
about  7  a.  m.,  this  regiment  following  immediately  after  the  wagons 
and  led  horses,  &c.,  of  the  Pirst  Brigade  Cavalry,  which  brigade  liad 
the  advance.  At  about  six  miles  from  Stubbs'  plantation  we  crossed  a 
swamp,  or  bayou,  very  difficult  of  passage,  and  Avhicli  avhs  not  bridged. 
A  man  on  horseback  found  great  difficulty  in  getting  over,  and  one 
horse  of  this  command  was  suffocated  in  the  mud.  When  approaching 
Brice's  Cross-Eoads,  at  11  a.  m.,  this  command  Avent  into  line  of  battle, 
by  battalion,  on  the  right  of  the  main  road,  and  soon  after  the  artillery 
opened  in  front.  We  then  advanced  beyond  Brice's  (such,  I  understand, 
is  the  name  of  the  corners  near  the  field  of  battle)  the  distance  of  about  500 
yards,  and,  as  ordered,  I  placed  one  battalion  in  line,  mounted,  on  the 
right  of  the  road  (leading  to  Guntown),  and  one  battalion,  also  mounted, 
under  Major  Jones,  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  sent  two  squadrons, 
under  Captain  BroAvn,  to  the  front  on  the  road  a  mile,  as  a  picket. 
I  at  once  made  communication  by  patrol  with  the  right  flank  of  the 
First  Brigade,  and  soon  after  the  battalion  under  Major  Jones  Avas 
ordered  to  close  up  on  Colonel  Waring's  right.  By  this  movement  my 
command  was  separated  and  the  line  interrupted  until  the  gap  AA-as 
filled  by  a  portion  of  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry.  The  cavalry  was 
then,  dismouiited  and  the  horses  at  once  sent  to  the  rear.  By  pickets 
and  skirmishers  I  Avas  informed  of  the  advance  upon  our  front  of 
a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy,  and  soon  after  the  battalion  under 
Major  Jones,  composed  of  Companies  P,  G,  H,  and  I,  came  under  fire 
and  held  the  enemy  in  check  for  from  three-quarters  to  an  hour.    Com- 
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pany  I,  under  Captain  Stanton,  was  the  most  exposed  of  my  squadrons. 
The  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry  was  also  engaged  at  this  time.  On  the  left 
of  this  brigade  the  enemy  was  driven  back  three  different  times,  and 
several  of  his  officers  were  killed  while  urging  their  men  forward ;  two 
are  known  to  have  fallen  on  the  field.  Occasional  firing  occurred  also 
on  the  right  wing  of  my  command,  and  they  were  also  subjected  at  this 
time  to  a  severe  shelling  from  the  rebel  batteries.  The  bombs  exploded 
among  my  men,  but  fortunately  inflicted  no  permanent  injury,  altliough 
several  men  were  temporarily  disabled  from  the  dirt  and  rubbish 
thrown  upon  them.  My  chief  trumpeter's  horse  was  here  shot  from 
under  him,  and  I  lost  his  services  for  the  rest  of  the  expedition.  The 
First  Brigade  was  at  this  time  retired  from  their  position  and  this  ne- 
cessitated a  similar  movement  by  my  squadrons  on  the  left,  who  at  once, 
however,  formed  another  line  with  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry.  At  this 
juncture  my  whole  command  was  relieved  by  regiments  of  infantry, 
and  were  retiring  when  the  infantry  became  engaged.  We  formed  a 
new  line  immediately  in  their  rear  rather  than  in  ai)pearance  leave 
them  in  an  emergency.  After  the  order  being  received  for  us  to  retire 
to  our  horses,  tliis  regiment  did  so  in  the  best  order,  mounting  by  com- 
panies and  forming  a  column  of  squadrons.  The  contest  in  the  field 
and  in  line  lasted  but  a  short  time  after  this,  and  the  enemy  was 
hotly  pressing  his  victory.  The  infantry  was  filing  past  us  in  great 
numbers,  the  train  was  turned  to  the  rear,  and  it  became  necessary  for 
us  to  take  a  second  position,  mounted,  to  protect  the  retreating  column. 
A  column  of  squadrons  was  again  formed  facing  the  enemy,  who  failed 
to  attack  with  small-arms,  but  finally  opened  upon  this  regiment  a  heavy 
cannonadeof  romid  shot  and  shell.  These  fell  around  my  men ,  wounding 
a  number,  but  causing  not  the  least  disorder.  By  order  we  moved  far- 
ther to  the  rear,  something  near  half  a  mile,  and  again  formed  in 
squadrons  faced  to  the  enemy,  who  kept  at  a  distance  and  used  the 
artillery  only.  Our  own  artillery  was  being  retired  and  did  not  xjrotect 
us,  and  after  holding  our  position  for  some  time  we  were  ordered  to  re- 
tire, which  we  did  in  the  best  order,  not  an  officer  or  soldier  being  out 
of  his  place.  Night  soon  closed  in  and  we  rested  at  Stubbs'  plantation 
for  the  first  time.  The  greatest  difficulty  was  found  in  recrossing  the 
bayou,  or  swamj),  in  our  rear,  and  in  it  were  caught  most  of  the  artil- 
lery and  trains  of  the  army.  Arriving  at  Stubbs'  plantation,  on  our 
camping-ground  of  the  night  previous,  we  rested  from  about  11  p.  m. 
to  2  a.  m.,  when  we  again  moved  toward  Kipley,  holding  the  rear.  After 
daylight  two  squadrons  were  sent  by  me  to  the  rear  a  mile,  and  a  line 
formed  by  battalion  to  support  them,  when  the  few  infantry  who  had 
not  already  past  us  were  brought  up  and  sent  forward.  Just  after  this 
the  enemy  began  to  assail  us  with  great  determination,  and  it  was 
only  by  the  greatest  energy  and  courage  my  squadrons,  Companies  L, 
M,  and  A  united,  under  Captain  Brown,  arjd  Company  B,  under  Cap- 
tain De  Huff,  were  able  to  hold  the  bi-idge  leading  to  Ripley.  They  did 
so,  however,  until  relieved  by  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  who  now  took 
the  rear.  In  this  defense  Company  L  had  1  man  wounded.  Com- 
pany A  1  man  wounded,  and  Company  B  3  horses  shot.  My  regi- 
ment now  accompanied  General  Grierson  to  Ripley,  by  his  personal 
orders.  Arriving  at  Ripley,  the  distance  of  about  a  mile,  I  found  the 
infantry  filling  the  streets  of  the  town,  some  moving  one  way  and 
some  another,  and  at  once  was  notified  that  the  enemy  was  about  to 
attack  on  the  left  and  to  prepare  for  him.  I  formed  in  a  column  of 
squadrons,  faced  to  the  rear  immediately,  and  at  the  same  time 
was  ordered  to  sujiport  the  Fourth  Iowa  (Javalry,  then  in  action. 
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Deploying  a  batfcalion  into  line,  I  ordered  it  to  tbe  rear,  and  at  the 
same  time  pushed  another  battalion  in  column  to  hold  the  road  of 
retreat  for  the  other  troops.  My  advance  in  line  was  under  severe  fire 
and  over  fields  broken  by  high  fences  and  deep  ditches,  but  officers 
and  men  were  cool  and  kept  a  good  and  steady  line.  The  enemy  was 
checked  and  the  position  held  until  his  object  attained  General  Grier- 
vson  ordered  me  to  retire.  To  retire  at  this  i)pint  was  a  matter  of  no 
little  difficulty,  for  the  enemy,  having  no  resistance  elsewhere,  were 
flanking  us  as  weH  as  pressing  from  the  rear.  Their  fire  was  redoubled 
as  we  moved  agahi  upon  the  road.  I,  in  this  stand,  lost  Lieutenant 
Miller,  Company  1),  who  fell  mortally  wounded,  bravely  fighting  and 
feeing  the  foe,  also  Corporal  (rilchrist.  Company  C,  killed,  with  other 
wounded  mentioned  in  jiccompanying  report.  I  think  it  can  be 'claimed 
with  justice  that  by  this  effort  of  my  command  much  relief  was  given 
to  our  fellow-soldiers  of  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  to  the  infan- 
try regiments  who  were  retiring  from  Itipley,  and  I  have  the  satisfa(!- 
tion  of  knowing  that  the  enemy  did  not  escape  without  j)unishment. 
His  flag  was  secTi  to  fall  three  times  under  our  fire,  and  many  of  his 
men  were  killed  and  wounded.  The  column  passing  on  Avithout  stop- 
ping, my  orders  required  me  to  continue  on,  making  such  resistance 
as  possible  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check.  To  hold  the  reair  of  a 
rapidly  retreating  column  against  a  superior  aiul  assailing  enemy  now 
became  the  task  of  my  regiment,  and  resulted  in  considerable  loss  to  us. 
Companies  1  and  K  were  thrown  to  the  rear  and  taken  command  of  by 
Major  Jones.  A  column  of  the  enemy  advancing  through  the  surround- 
ing thickets  came  upon  them  while  they  were  gallantly  holding  another 
regiment  at  bay,  charging  them  suddenly ;  after  much  resistance,  by 
overpowering  numbers,  captured  most  of  those  who  are  reported  in  the 
accompanying  tables.  Some  squadrons  of  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry 
aided  my  conmiand  at  this  time,  and  may  have  shared  in  the  loss.  The 
enemy,  mounted  on  much  fresher  horses  than  ours,  felt  confident  of 
capturing  or  routing  the  whole  column.  The  confusion  he  was  able  to 
create  was  slight  and  of  short  duration  ;  platoon  after  platoon  was 
thrown  out  rigTit  and  left  along  our  road,  and  facing  to  the  rear  pre- 
sented frojit  to  the  rebels.  The  nature  of  the  ground  aided,  as  the 
road  led  along  a  ridge  with  hills  and  gullies  on  either  hand.  This 
method  of  defense  was  continued  throughout  the  morning  and  after- 
noon. A  cavalry  force  of  our  men  and  an  infantry  command  finally 
appeared  in  our  rear  and  gave  my  regiment  temporary  relief,  but  the 
enemy  still  pressing,  the  cavalry  failed  to  hold  their  place,  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  infantry  [was]  thrown  into  confusion  and  captured.  Colonel 
Thomas,  commanding  the  infantry,  applied  to  me  forrehef,  and  I  imme- 
diately formed  a.nother  battalion  line,  supporting  it  with  several  squad- 
rons placed  at  advantageous  points.  The  infantry  left  passed  through 
my  line,  and  I  was  once  more  contending  with  the  advance  of  the 
enemy.  The  duty  was  severe,  and,  in  view  of  what  had  already  been 
performed,  someAvhat  unexpected,  but  as  it  had  been  assumed  to  help 
them  it  was  persevered  in  without  complaint  as  long  as  strength  was 
left  to  resist.  I  was  finally  relieved  by  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  and 
they  by  the  Second  New  Jersey.  After  this  this  command  was  not 
again  under  fire.  The  rest  of  this  day  the  column  advanced  without 
food  or  i-est,  except  a  short  halt  at  evening,  when,  the  enemy  approach- 
ing, the  column  was  again  put  in  motion  and  the  march  continued 
through  the  night  and  next  morning  to  La  Fayette.  Halting  here  until 
noon  we  proceeded  to  Collierville,  where  we  met  re-enforcements  and 
obtained  some  forage.    At  dark  we  were  again  marched  in  advance  of 
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the  First  Brigade,  the  infantry  following  in  rear  to  Germantown,  at 
which  point  the  First  Brigade  took  the  advance  and  proceeded  to  camp. 
We  followed  soon  after,  marching  all  night  and  bivouacking  at  White's 
Station  at  daylight.  Here  this  regunent  was  required  to  furnish  100  of 
the  best  of  its  already  exhausted  horses  to  return  on  duty  to  CoUier- 
ville;  with  the  remainder  I  arrived  here  the  same  day  at  sunset.  The 
100  men  detached  have  since  come  in. 

I  refer  to  the  accompanying  tables*  for  a  more  definite  statement  of 
my  losses  in  this  most  unfortunate  expedition,  in  which  my  command 
labored  so  hard  and  fought  so  well. 

My  officers  and  luen  behaved  universally  so  well  that  I  cannot  make 
much  distinction  among  them,  but  for  their  aid  in  getting  a  new  line 
to  face  the  enemy  at  one  particvilar  emergency  I  deem  Captain  Curken- 
dall  and  Lieutenant  McKee  worthy  of  particular  notice.  Major  Jones 
was  constantly  at  his  post  and  did  all  a  brave  and  good  officer  could. 
If  occasion  ofters  I  hope  to  bring  the  merits  of  others  of  these  brave 
men  more  x>rominently  forward  than  I  can  do  now. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  NOBLE, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 

Lieut.  A.  Hodge, 

Actfj.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division. 


No.  19. 

Report  of  Maj.  Abial  B.  Pierce,  Fourth  loica  Cavalry. 

Headquakteks  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  4, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry  Eegiment  in  an  expedition  commanded  by 
General  Sturgis,  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to  Guntown  (or  Tishomingo 
Creek) : 

The  regiment  marclied  from  Memphis  June  1,  18G4.  June  7  had  a 
heavy  skirmish  at  Ripley,  Miss.;  lost  1  man  prisoner  and  several 
slightly  wounded.  June  9  camped  at  Stiibbs'  plantation.  June  10 
marched  at  4  a.  ni.  At  11  a.  m.  the  advance  encountered  the  enemy, 
under  command  of  General  Forrest,  near  Tishomingo  Creek.  The 
infantry  and  artillery  were  five  or  six  miles  in  the  rear.  I  was  or- 
dered to  take  the  regiment  to  the  front  dismounted.  I  formed  my  line 
near  Brice's  Cross-Eoads.  The  enemy  was  in  very  thick  brush.  I 
could  not  tell  the  exact  position  of  the  enemy's  line.  My  line  was 
not  parallel  with  that  of  the  enemy,  but  at  an  angle  of  nearly  45 
degrees,  the  left  being  near  the  enemy.  1  had  moved  forward  but  a 
short  distance  when  the  enemy  fired  a  volley  into  Company  C,  on  the 
left,  by  which  Lieutenant  Dillon  and  many  others  of  the  company  were 
severely  wounded.  The  left  of  the  regiment  was  obliged  to  fall  back. 
I  then  formed  the  regiment  from  the  right  parallel  with  the  enemy's 
front.  As  I  heard  the  enemy  advancing  through  the  brush  I  ordered 
the  regiment  to  lie  close  to  the  ground.  They  charged  us  twice  in  this 
position,  but  were  driven  back  Avith  heavy  loss.  We  lay  here  about 
two  hours  within  sixty  yards  of  the  enemy,"the  brush  being  so  thick 
that  we  could  not  see  them.  The  infantry  now  c^me  up,  but  they  had 
been  so  hurried  through  the  heat  that  only  a  small  part  of  the  com- 
mand was  able  to  keeii  up.     On  their  arrival  1  was  ordered  back  to  the 

*Not  fouud,  but  see  Winslow's  report,  p.  140. 
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horses,  and  the  reghnent  mounted  and  formed  in  close  cohimn,  squad- 
ron front,  ■waiting  orders.  I  soon  saw  our  men  coming  in  full  retreat, 
the  enemy  close  in  their  rear.  The  enemy  had  captured  two  pieces  of 
artillery,  which  had  been  sent  forward,  and  turned  them  on  us,  and  I 
was  now  in  range  of  their  fire,  and  entirely  cut  off  from  the  ford  above 
the  bridge  by  the  retreating  teams,  which  had  for  some  cause  continued 
to  move  toward  the  front.  The  bridge  was  blockaded  with  broken- 
down  teams,  and  the  steep  banks  of  the  creek  in  my  immediate  rear 
rendered  it  impossible  to  cross  with  horses.  I  ordered  the  men  to  dis- 
mount and  rush  for  a  little  eminence  in  our  front,  and  never  have  I 
seen  a  military  command  executed  as  quickly;  every  man  saw  the  situ- 
ation and  acted  accordingly.  We  held  the  entire  force  of  the  enemy 
from  this  point  for  more  than  thirty  minutes.  The  bridge  was  cleared 
and  every  horse  crossed  over  the  creek,  while  we  kept  up  a  continual  Are 
on  the  enemy,  keeping  them  back  till  all  our  infantry  that  was  in  sight 
had  crossed  the  creek  and  we  were  nearly  surrounded.  The  regiment 
then  retreated  across  the  creek  and  mounted  the  horses.  Everything 
now  seemed  in  confnsion.  I  formed  the  regiment  in  close  column. 
The  Third  and  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry  were  all  the  troops  I  saw  intact. 
The  other  troops  were  rushing  past  in  confusion.  I  soon  received 
orders  from  Colonel  Winslow,  commanding  our  brigade,  to  pass  the  re- 
treating column  as  fast  as  possible  until  I  reached  its  head,  and  then 
stop  every  man.  I  did  not  succeed  in  passing  all  the  troops  until  we 
arrived  at  Stubbs'  plantation,  where  I  formed  my  men  and  commenced 
halting  the  troops.  I  soon  received  orders  to  let  tliein  all  pass. 
The  Third  and  Fourth  Cavalry  remained  at  this  place  until  about  3 
a.  m.  June  11,  when  most  of  the  troops  had  passed.  The  artillery  and 
wagons  had  mostly  been  abandoned  some  miles  back  in  a  bad  swamp. 
Soon  after  moving  out  the  enemy  came  up,  and  we  had  a  liard  flght  all 
the  way  back,  the  enemy  charging  our  rear  often.  At  Kipley  the  en- 
emy came  in  on  different  roads  and  made  a  great  effort  to  break  our 
rear  by  repeated  charges.  The  regiment  was  all  engaged  in  Eipley.  I 
formed  a  line  across  the  town  and  fell  back  slowly  and  in  good  order, 
although  we  were  pressed  hard  at  some  points.  When  we  came  to  the 
timber  on  the  north  side  of  the  town  six  companies  took  the  roatl  lead- 
ing north.  We  came  in  on  this  road  when  we  Avere  advancing.  The 
other  six  companies  followed  the  command  which  took  the  road  leading- 
west  from  town.  Soon  after  leaving  Eipley  the  enemy  succeeded  in 
breaking  through  some  companies  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  by  a  charge 
on  the  riank  through  the  timber,  but  were  soon  checked  by  Companies 
D  and  G  of  the  Fourth,  commanded  by  Captain  Abraham  and  Lieu- 
tenant Keck.  Had  not  the  enemy  been  checked  at  this  point  we  nmst 
have  lost  the  most  of  our  command.  Our  rear  companies  rushed  past 
the  column  in  great  confusion,  followed  by  the  enemy,  who  were  yell- 
ing like  demons.  When  I  saw  the  rear  give  way  I  pushed  forward 
vintil  I  found  a  place  where  I  could  form  two  companies,  but  it  was  with 
the  greatest  difficulty  that  the  line  could  be  held  against  our  own 
troops,  which  were  rushing  past  in  such  disorder.  Tlie  enemy  came 
on  with  colors  flying,  and  but  few  yards  in  rear  of  our  men.  The  two 
companies  met  them  with  a  volley,  their  colors  went  down,  men  and 
horses  were  piled  upon  each  other,  the  road  was  blockaded ;  never  did 
I  see  men  and  officers  stand  a  charge  more  gallantly  than  did  these  two 
companies.  Two  of  their  number  fell  dead,  but  the  lesson  taught  the 
enemy  was  a  good  one,  for  they  were  very  careful  how  they  again 
charged  our  rear.  The  day  Avas  very  hot.  The  soldiers  had  eaten 
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nothing  siuce  the  moruiug  of  the  10th.  They  had  beeu  marched  up 
five  or  six  miles  on  tlie  double-quick  to  the  fight,  and  were  soon  defeated 
and  turned  on  the  retreat.  They  were  without  rations;  many  had 
thrown  away  or  destroyed  their  arms,  and  all  the  infantry  near 'the  rear 
had  reduced  their  clothing  as  much  as  possible,  hoping  to  keep  in 
advance  of  the  rear  giiard;  but  the  general  in  command  was  leading 
the  retreat  so  rapidly  that  I  was  obliged  to  leave  hundreds  every  mile 
who  were  unable  longer  to  keep  up.  Our  horses,  too,  Avere  fast  giving 
out,  and  I  could  not  get  more  than  ten  men  from  a  company  with 
horses  able  to  overtake  the  conmiand  after  stopping  to  check  the  ad- 
vancing rebels.  With  such  a  small  force  it  Avas  not  safe  to  remain  far 
from  the  main  column,  so  about  2  p.  in.  I  started  for  the  front.  We 
Avere  then  leaving  men  A'ery  fast,  Avho  ccmld  keep  up  with  ordinary 
marching,  but  Avere  unable  to  keep  up  Avliile  marching  as  fast  as  we 
Avere.  I  asked  General  Sturgis  if  he  Avould  not  march  the  column 
slower,  as  it  was  impossible  to  keep  a  Avell-organized  rear  guard  Avhile 
it  Avas  marching  so  rapidly,  as  Ave  Avere  losing  all  our  infantry  who 
were  unable  to  keep  up.  The  general  ordered  a  halt,  and  we  had  a  lit- 
tle rest.  It  Avas  near  night,  and  Colonel  Karg(5,  commanding  Second 
New  Jersey  Cavalry,  AA^as  sent  to  take  the  rear,  but  he  soon  sent  Avord 
that  the  enemy  Avere  pressing  him,  and  the  march  was  at  once  resumed 
and  continued  all  night. 

We  arrived  at  Collierville,  Tenu.,  about  10  a.  m.  of  June  12.  To  this 
place  the  railroad  Avas  in  running  order  and  2,000  troops  had  arrived . 
there  from  Memphis  SA'ith  supplies  for  men  and  liorses.  The  dismounted 
men  and  what  infantry  had  succeeded  in  getting  through  were  taken  to 
Memphis  on  the  cars.  About  12  o'clock  tlie  six  companies  Avhich 
Avere  cut  off  at  Eii^ley  came  in,  under  command  of  Captain  Woods,  and 
reported  that  the  «uemy  had  not  troubled  them  after  leaA'ing  Eip- 
ley.  We  considered  ourselves  perfectly  safe  here  Avith  the  re-enforce- 
ment of  fresh  troops  from  Memphis,  but  the  general  did  not  so  consider 
it.  Soon  after  sundoAvn  Ave  receiA-^ed  orders  to  march.  We  left  Collier- 
ville about  9  p.  ni.,  and  arrived  at  White's  Station,  seventeen  miles,  be- 
fore daylight.  This  Avas  the  third  night  Avithout  sleep,  and  my  men  and 
horses  were  very  tired.  About  sunrise  I  received  orders  to  send  250 
men  back  to  Collierville  to  protect  a  train  which  was  going  to  Collierville 
for  a  lot  of  our  infantry  Avho  had  come  in  soon  after  Ave  left.  I  sent  all 
the  jneu  and  horses  that  Avere  able  to  go,  under  command  of  Captain 
Huff,  of  Company  A. 

I  have  no  means  at  the  present  time  of  knoAviug  the  exact  number  of 
killed,  Avounded,  and  missing  in  my  command,  but  it  Avas  heavy. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  to  say  that  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command 
have  no  confidence  in  the  general  commanding  the  expedition. 

I  should  be  happy  to  mention  in  this  report  the  names  of  all  the  offi- 
cers and  men  who  are  entitled  to  special  notice,  but  in  so  doing  I  should 
have  to  name  most  of  my  command.  The  battalion  commanders.  Cap- 
tain Woods,  Captain  Dee,  and  Captain  Abraham  deserve  much  credit 
for  their  personal  bravery  on  the  field  before  the  retreat,  and  the  prompt 
manner  in  Avhicli  they  handled  their  commands  in  guarding  the  rear 
after  the  retreat;  also  Lieutenant  Woodruff",  acting  adjutant  of  the 
regiment,  for  his  i)romptness  in  clearing  the  bridge  over  Tishomingo 
Creek  and  removing  our  horses  from  immediate  danger. 
VerA*  respectfully,  your  obedient  serA'ant, 

A.  E.  PIEECE, 
Major  J  Commanding  Regiment, 

N.  B.  BaivEE, 

Adjutant'Qcncral  of  Iowa, 
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Nu.  20. 
Proceedings  of  a  Board  of  Investigation. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF   A    BOARD  OF  INVESTIGATION  WHICH    CONVENED   AT 
MEMPHIS,  TENN.,  ON   THE  27TH   DAY  OF   JUNE,    1864,  PURSUANT   TO 

the  following  order : 

Special  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

No.  63.  )  Memphis,  Term.,  June  25,  1864. 

VII.  A  military  Board  of  Investigation  is  hereby  couveued  to  meet 
at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  on  Monday,  June  27,  1864,  at  9  a.  m.,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  practicable,  to  investigate  and  report  the  facts  connected 
with  the  disaster  to  the  late  expedition  under  Brigadier-General  Sturgis. 
Detail  for  the  Board:  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Braymau,  U.  S.  Vohmteers; 
Brig.Gen.  E.  P.Bucklaud,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Col.  I.  G.  Kappner,  Third 
U.  S.  Heavy  Artillery,  Colored  Troops;  recorder,  Maj.  J.O.  Pierce,  as- 
sistant adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers.  The  Board  will  sit  without 
regard  to  hours. 


By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Washburn: 


W.  H.  MORGAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  Jtmc  27, 1864 — 10  a.  m. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  orders. 

Present,  the  members  of  the  Board  and  the  recorder. 

The  order  convening  the  Board  was  then  read.  The  members  of  the 
Board  were  then  duly  sworn  by  the  recorder  and  the  recorder  was  duly 
sworn  by  tlie  president  of  the  Board. 

By  order  of  the  Board  a  communication  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing was  directed  to  be  forwarded  to  Major-Geueral  Washburn, 
commanding  District  of  West  Tennessee,  viz : 

Rooms  ok  Boakd  of  Investigation, 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  Brayjian,  President, 

Memphla,  Tenn.,  June  27,  1864. 
Maj.  Geu.  C.  C.  Washburn, 

Cominandincj  Dinlrivl  of  West  Tennessee: 
General:  By  direction  of  tlio  Boiud  of  Iuve8tii2;atiou  convened  liySiiecial  Ortlers, 
No.  63,  extract  VII,  you  are  I'cspectinlly  recjucsted  to  furnish  the  Board  with  copies 
of  the  orders  organizing  tlie  lato  exyicditiou  under  Brigadier-General  Sturgis,  and 
governing  or  affecting  its  movements,  and  copies  of  all  reports  made' by  General 
Sturgis  or  his  subordinates  in  connnand,  in  relation  to  lh(!  expedition  and  its  results, 
BO  far  as  you  may  deem  it  proper  to  communicate  the  same. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.  BEAYMAN, 
liriyadier-General  of  Volunteers,  President. 
JAMES  O.  PIEECE, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjniont-Gcneral  of  Volunteers,  liecorder. 

The  Board  then  adjourned  to  incet  at  2  p.  m.  to-morrow. 
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EooMS  Board  of  Investigation, 
MemvMSj  Tenn.,  June  28, 1864 — 2  p.  m. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present,  the  members  of  the  Board  and  the  recorder. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  session  were  read  and  approved. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  of  instructions  to  Brigadier-General  Sturgis  con- 
taining the  marching  orders  for  his  expedition  (hereunto  attached  and 
marked  Exhibit  A)  and  a  copy  of  the  preliminary  report  of  Brigadier- 
General  Sturgis  (hereunto  attached  and  marked  Exhibit  B)  were  received 
from  Major-General  Washburn  and  read  by  the  recorder. 

The  Board  adjourned  at  5  p.  m.  to  meet  at  2  p.  m.  to-morrow. 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  29, 1864. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

All  of  the  members  of  the  Board  present,  together  with  the  recorder. 
The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  D.  Stxjkgis  sworn  and  examined  by  the  president  of 
the  Board : 

Question.  Please  give  your  rank  in  the  regular  and  volunteer  army. 

Answer.  I  am  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Sixth  Regular  Cavalry  and  brigadier-gen- 
eral of  volunteers. 

Question.  Under  what  orders  did  you  report  to  General  Washburn 
the  last  time  you  came  here? 

Answer.  1  reported  in  accordance  with  a  telegraphic  order  from  General  Sherman 
to  report  for  duty  to  General  Washburn  at  Memphis.  I  do  not  recollect  the  exact 
date  of  the  order. 

Question.  What  was  the  date  of  your  arrival? 

Answer.  I  think  I  arrived  about  the  24  th  of  May. 

Question.  On  what  day  were  you  placed  on  duty,  and  what  was  the 
nature  of  that  duty? 

Answer.  I  was  placed  on  duty  ou  May  31,  1861,  by  Special  Orders,  No.  38,  head- 
quarters District  of  West  Tennessee. 

(A  copy  of  which  is  herewith  submitted  and  marked  Exhibit  C.) 

Question.  Please  to  examine  a  copy  of  your  instructions,  which  I  now 
hand  you,  marked  Exhibit  A,  and  state  if  it  is  a  correct  copy  of  your 
instructions  from  General  W^ashburn. 

Answer.  I  believe  it  is. 

Question.  Was  the  force  mentioned  in  that  letter  of  instructions  or- 
ganized by  you,  or  were  you  placed  in  command  after  it  was  organized? 

Answer.  I  had  nothing  to  do  whatever  with  its  organization.  It  was  organized 
and  sent  out  from  here,  and  I  assumed  command  of  it  near  La  Fayette,  Tenn.,  on  the 
morning  of  June  1,  1864;  La  Fayette  is  about  thirty-five  miles  from  Memphis. 

Question.  On  what  day  did  you  march,  after  assuming  command? 

Answer.  The  cavalry  marched  on  the  1st  of  June  in  the  afternoon,  but  the  infantry 
portion  of  the  command,  with  which  I  was,  did  not  move  until  3.30  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  2d  of  June.  The  quartermaster  of  the  expedition,  with  whom  I  was 
not  acquainted  and  of  whose  official  position  as  such  I  was  unaware,  I  found  had 
been  expecting  forage  at  a  point  on  tlie  railroad,  which  the  cars  could  not  reach,  and 
had  his  wagons  there  ready  to  haul  it  away.  This  same  forage  I  found  on  my  arrival 
had  come  out  upon  the  same  train  that  I  did,  and  I  could  not  learn  from  any  one  in 
whose  charge  it  was.  I  directed  Colonel  Waring  to  send  for  his  teams  and  haul  it  to 
the  camp,  three  miles  distant.  The  quartermaster  of  the  expedition  was  at  this  time 
waiting  for  this  same  forage  at  a  point  beyond  the  destroyed  bridge.    He  afterward 
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learned  -where  it  ■v\'as  aud  sent  his  train  for  it.  A  heavy  rain  oecnrred  tliat  day,  ren- 
dering the  movement  of  the  forage  difBcult.  I  deemed  it  very  impoitant  to  secure 
tliis  forage,  and  npon  account  of  the  delay  caused  by  the  rain',  and  the  two  wagon 
trains,  and  my  subsequent  effort  to  have  the  forage  returned,  I  deemed  it  improper 
to  move  my  infantry  from  that  point  until  the  next  morning.  Colonel  Wariug's 
train  was  loaded  with  forage,  but  could  not  take  it  all,  and  the  balance  was  started 
back  to  Memphis  by  the  conductor  of  the  train  before  the  arrival  of  the  quartermas- 
ter's -wagons.  Finding  then  that  the  quartermaster's  wagons  were  at  the  railroad  I 
had  one  of  my  staff  telegraph  to  the  chief  quartermaster  at  Memphis,  informing  him 
of  this  misunderstanding  in  regard  to  the  forage,  and  requesting  him  to  send  the 
train  hack  at  once  with  four  days'  forage  for  us.  The  quartermaster  in  Memphis 
■was  not  in  his  office  and  could  not  get  the  connnnnication  until  night,  and  all  this 
time  my  wagons  were  waiting  for  it,  and  I  was  compelled  to  -withdraw  them  without 
the  forage  in  order  to  maxch  in  the  morning. 

Question.  In  what  order  did  your  command  move? 

Answer.  As  I  was  an  entire  stranger  to  the  troops  and  the  organizations,  I  thought 
they  could  be  governed  and  handled  better  by  dividing  them  into  two  divisions, 
whose  commanders  had  served  with  them  and  were  familiar  witli  their  organizations ; 
so  that  I  placed  General  Grierson  in  command  of  all  the  cavalry,  and  Colonel  Mc- 
Millen,  of  the  Ninety-fifth  Ohio,  the  senior  colonel,  in  command  of  all  the  infantry, 
making  it  a  division.  The  order  in  which  the  infantry,  artillery,  and  train  marche<l 
was  this :  The  First  Brigade,  with  its  artillery,  in  the  advance,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Wilkin,  of  the  Ninth  Minnesota;  the  Second  Brigade,  with  its  artillery,  next,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Hoge,  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois,  aud  next  the 
supply  train,  guarded  by  the  Third  Brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Bouton,  of  the 
Fifty-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops.  The  disposition  of  the  troops  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  train  was  this :  One  regiment  in  the  advance,  one  about  the  center,  and 
one  at  the  rear.  As  we  marched  farther  into  the  enemy's  country  I  changed  it  a  little 
by  adding  a  section  of  artillery  to  the  rear  of  the  train,  and  scattering  two  com- 
panies through  the  train.  Each  brigade  -was  furnished  with  about  thirty  mounted 
men  to  be  used  at  headquarters  as  orderlies,  scouts,  &c.  The  usual  order  of  march 
of  the  cavalry  was  alternating  by  brigades  and  carrying  their  artillery  and  trains 
with  them. 

Question.  Hovr  far  did  you  marck  on  the  first  day  aud  what  were  its 
incidents? 

Answer.  General  Grierson  reported  to  me  on  the  1st  day  of  the  month  that  the 
roads  were  so  heavy  that  it  was  impossible  to  make  over  five  or  six  miles  that  day, 
and  I  directed  him  then  to  make  Salem  the  next  day  if  possible,  or  as  near  to  it  as  he 
could,  and  the  infantry  would  march  to  Lamar  and  as  much  farther  as  it  could.  Plio 
infantry  reached  Lamar  in  the  midst  of  a  very  heavy  rain,  just  before  night,  and  the 
wagon  train  was  unable  to  arrive  nearer  than  four  miles  to  Lamar,  so  I  directed 
Colonel  Bouton  to  encamp  his  train  compactly  when  he  could  no  longer  march  from 
the  darkness,  and  he  very  vigilant  in  guarding  it.  The  distance  from  the  point 
of  departure  at  the  railroad  is,  as  near  as  I  can  remember,  to  Lamar  eighteen 
miles  and  to  Salem  seveii  miles  farther.  The  cavalry  encamped  about  three  miles  be- 
yond Lamar. 

Question.  What  was  the  distance  marched  and  what  were  the  inci- 
dents of  the  third  day? 

Answer.  On  the  next  day  it  took  the  train  to  reach  Lamar  until  2  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  so  that  when  the  train  arrived  the  animals,  which  had  marched  until 
dark  and  from  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  this  day,  required  rest.  It  was  also 
necessary  to  issue  rations  after  the  arrival  of  the  train,  which  took  about  three 
hours.  As  no  distance  could  be  made  without  ruining  the  train  and  bringing  it 
again  into  camp  without  forage  that  night,  I  left  the  command  under  Colonel  Mc- 
Millen,  with  orders  to  march  at  3.30  the  next  morning.  The  first  brigade  which 
drew  its  rations  (Colonel  Hoge's),  marched  on  that  day  (the  third)  to  within-  three 
miles  of  Salem.  1  left  Colonel  McMillen,  then  in  command  of  the  camp,  and  went 
myself  to  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  Salem,  the  cavalry  in  the  mean  time  having 
marched  four  miles  beyond  Salem  on  the  Euokersville  road.  On  resuming  the  march 
on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  our  forage  was  exhausted. 

Question.  Were  you  able  to  secure  any  forage  on  that  day? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  none  whatever.  Our  foraging  parties  were  fired  on  in  every  di- 
rection— in  sight  of  camp  and  at  houses  we  could  see  from  camp  plainly ;  they  were 
captured  as  many  as  7  at  one  house.  I  know  of  no  forage  that  was  brought  in  at 
alL 
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Question.  Were  there  any  forces  sent  out  t«  drive  away  those  guerrilla 
parties"? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  sent  twenty  monnted  men,  under  ^ooil  iiiid  iiitelligeiit  oiii- 
cer.s,  to  where  an  escaped  soldier  had  reported  the  capture  of  liis  friends.  'I'lieu  I 
sent  out  a  larger  force  toward  the  Holly  Springs  road,  so  as  to  drive  away  the  guer- 
rillas, whom  I  presumed  might  interfere  with  the  teamsters  who  might  be  foraging 
in  that  direction,  as  the  train  was  caiaped  four  miles  back  in  that  vi(;iuity  when  last 
heard  from. 

Question.  Were  any  guerrillas  captured  or  killed  on  that  day? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  this  whole  7  were  taken  by  three  men,  and  when  they  )iad  arms 
in  their  hands.  Two  of  them  were  artillerymen  and  live  were  cavalrymen.  The 
cavalrymen  were  mounted  and  their  horses  also  were  captured. 

Question.  State  the  distance  marched  and  what  transpired  on  the 
fourth  day. 

Answer.  The  infantry  column  moved  four  miles  beyond  Salem  to  Mrs.  Leake's, 
which  was  a  march  of  eleven  miles  for  the  two  rear  brigades  and  the  wagon  train. 
The  cavalry  were  ordered  to  move  to  the  vicinity  of  Euckersville,  but  its  exact  camp 
I  cannot  now  locate.  1  think  the  cavalry  went  about  ten  miles  and  the  infantry 
about  eleven  miles. 

Question.  Did  you  secure  any  forage  on  that  day  ? 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir;  a  little.  But  little  forage  was  secured  because  there  was  but 
little  in  the  country. 

Question.  Were  your  foraging  parties  flred  on  that  day? 

Answer.  They  were  not. 

Question.  What  else  occurred  on  the  fourth  day? 

Answer.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  I  sent  Colonel  Karg<?,  of  Second  New  Jersey 
Cavalry,  in  command  of  400  select  cavalry  on  a  reconnaissance  to  Corinth.  He  was 
directed  to  march  so  as  to  arrive  within  four  or  five  miles  of  Kipley  before  night; 
there  to  feed  and  to  rest  and  at  night  march  rapidly  through  Kipley,  and  then  east 
to  Rienzi,  on  the  railroad,  and  if  possible  to  arrive  there  before  daylight  and  surprise 
whatever  party  might  be  there;  then,  after  destroying  all  pulilic  property  of  the 
enemy  that  might  be  there  and  the  trestle-work  of  the  r.ailroad,  to  proceed  north,  and, 
in  case  the  Tuscumbia  Kiver  was  not  fordable  and  there  was  any  consideralile  force 
of  the  enemy  at  Corinth,  to  seize  the  bridge  over  the  Tusenmljia  on  tlie  road  leading 
from  Danville  to  Corinth,  and  hold  it ;  but  if  the  river  was  fordable  and  the  enemy  at 
Corinth  then  to  let  the  bridge  alone  and  go  down  the  Tuscumbia  and  hold  the  best 
ford  on  the  road  loading  from  Kossuth  to  Corinth.  If  he  required  re-enforcements, 
or  got  pushed  strongly,  to  communicate  with  General  Grierson,  who  would  be  in 
the  vicinity  of  Ruckersville,  and  who  was  directed  to  send  out  strong  pickets  on  the 
roads  leading  east  and  southeast  in  order  to  make  sure  the  keeping  up  communication 
with  Colonel  Karg6. 

Question.  How  far  did  you  march:  on  the  flfth  day? 

Answer.  The  cavalry  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  Ruckersville  and  the  infantry 
encamped  at  the  Widow  Childers'  Cross-Roads,  live  or  six  miles  in  the  rear  of  the 
cavalry. 

Question.  Did  you  secure  any  forage  on  that  day? 

Answer.  We  did  not;  there  was  none  in  the  country. 

Question.  Were  you  annoyed  by  guerrillas  on  that  day? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  What  was  the  length  of  march  on  the  sixth  day? 

Answer.  We  marched  to  Ripley,  both  theinfanti'y  and  cavalry.  As  we  were  leav- 
ing camp  that  morning  on  the  Ruckersville  road,  when  I  reached  about  a  mile  on  the 
road,  I  met  a  messenger  from  General  Grierson,  informing  me  that  there  was  no 
enemy  at  Corinth;  that  they  had  evacuated  on  the  previous  Friday  and  gone  south, 
about  3,000  men,  I  think,  and  that  tliere  was  no  doubt  of  it.  The  general  set  forth  that 
the  country  was,  if  possible,  more  destitute  than  the  one  we  had  been  traveling  over, 
and  suggested  to  me  to  change  my  course  south,  stating  that  he  would  go  a  few 
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miles  south,  ■whore  he  understood  there  was  some  show  of  something  to  eat  for  the 
iiniraals.  1  then  turned  the  licnd  of  the  iniiuitry  colninu  on  the  Ki))ley  rond,  and 
directed  General  Grieison  to  join  me  at  Kiplcy  that  day  with  the  cavalry  by  taking 
the  direct  road  to  Ripley.  1  directed  him  to  send  a  message  to  direct  Colonel  Karg6 
to  move  down  by  whatever  route  he  found  the  most  practicable  and  join  the  main 
column  at  EllistoWn,  or  in  any  event  not  beyond  EUistown. 

Question.  Was  it  the  information  you  received  from  General  Grierson 
that  determined  you  to  relinquish  the  movement  upon  Corinth  ? 
Answer.  It  was  entirely. 

Question.  Did  you  communicate  the  fact  of  that  change  to  General 
Washburn  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not? 

Answer.  In  the  first  place,  the  routes  I  looked  upon  as  simple  incidental  details, 
and  they  were  left  to  my  discretion ;  secondly,  it  was  useless  to  communicate  to 
General  Washburn,  for  he  couldn't  change  it.  I  could  not  wait  for  the  answer,  for  I 
would  starve,  because  I  could  not  get  an  answer  back  from  him  short  of  from  three 
to  five  days,  if  I  sent  my  telegraph  operator  to  the  lines,  and  that  could  only  have 
been  done  at  the  cost  of  a  large  escort. 

Question.  Were  you  annoyed  by  guerrillas  on  that  day? 

Answer.  After  determining  to  take  the  Ripley  road  in  the  morning,  and  being  my- 
self about  a  mile  in  advance  of  the  column,  I  concluded  rather  than  to  go  back  to 
the  cross-roads  to  cut  across  through  the  woods  and  intercept  the  head  of  the  column. 
When  I  arrived  within  200  yards  of  the  Ripley  road  1  happened  on  about  forty  guer- 
rillas or  scouts,  whom  we  saw  before  they  saw  us,  and  part  of  my  staff  and'  escort 
gave  them  chase.  This  party  hung  along  in  our  front,  gradually  getting  larger  and 
larger,  until  we  reached  Ripley  that  day. 

Question.  How  far  were  your  cavalry  distant  from  your  infantry  at 
that  time* 

Answer.  I  would  suppose  five  or  six  miles,  on  a  different  road. 

Question.  Did  you  secure  any  forage  on  that  day? 

Answer.  No  forage  in  kind  that  I  know  of,  aa  I  myself  directed  the  parties  not  to 
leave  the  road  that  day  except  for  very  short  distances.  In  speaking  of  forage  my 
remarks  are  confined  chiefly  to  the  Infantry  column  and  train,  and  I  have  no  refer- 
ence to  individual  cases  of  foraging  or  to  what  may  have  been  done  by  the  cavalry  col- 
umn, though  informed  by  General  Grierson  repeatedly,  when  I  called  upon  him  to  pro- 
vide forage  for  the  train  and  the  artillery  horses  of  the  infantry,  that  he  was  willing 
to  do  all  that  he  could,  but  that  he  absolutely  could  find  nothing  for  his  own  horses. 

Question.  Had  you  any  information  concerning  the  enemy's  supplies 
at  Corinth  at  the  time  of  the  evacuation? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  on  the  contrary  it  was  reported  everything  had  been  taken 
away. 

Question.  Did  your  cavalry  inflict  any  damage  upon  the  railroad  be- 
low Corinth? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  cavalry  destroyed  trestle-work  and  tore  up  rails,  but  to  no 
great  extent.  This  was  at  Rienzi.  The  object  we  had  in  destroying  at  that  time 
was  the  hope  of  catching  trains  at  Corinth  and  intercepting  them  on  their  way  down. 

Question.  What  distance  did  you  make  on  the  seventh  day? 

Answer.  On  that  day  we  were  unable  to  move  out  of  Ripley  as  early  as  usual 
because  it  rained  very  hard — mired  the  wagons;  and  rations  were  again  issued,  so 
that  we  made  ten  miles  that  day.  The  cavalry  and  infantry  camped  about  one  mile 
apart. 

Question.  Did  you  secure  any  forage  on  that  day? 

Answer.  I  think  some  forage  was  secured  that  day,  and  I  camped  the  wagon  train 
in  a  wheat-field  so  the  animals  could  eat  the  green  wheat. 
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Question.  Were  you  annoyed  by  guerrillas  on  that  day? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Que.stion.  Do  you  know  of  any  occasion  during  the  march  when  for- 
age which  could  have  been  secured  was  not  secured? 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  occasion.  There  was  no  forage  left  on  that  road  that  I 
know  of.  We  even  went  so  far  as  to  take  from  families  what  they  had  brought  up 
from  Tupelo  for  their  own  use. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  occasion  where  the  forage  or  fields  of 
inhabitants  were  guarded  by  soldiers;  and,  if  so,  by  whose  order? 

Answer.  No  forage  or  fields  were  guarded  that  I  know  of,  and  if  it  was  done  at 
all  it  was  done  without  my  knowledge  or  authority.  The  only  place  where  forage 
was  guarded  I  guarded  it  myself  while  waiting  for  the  column  to  come  up.  I  stopped 
at  the  house  of  a  woman  who  was  sick  abed  and  suffering  great  pain,  and  I  sent 
for  my  doctor  to  look  at  and  prescribe  for  her.  She  told  me  that  my  men  had  taken 
all  of  her  hay,  and  were  then  at  the  crib  just  finishing  the  com  which  she  had  brought 
from  Tupelo  for  her  own  children  to  eat.  I  told  her  I  was  sorry  it  was  necessary  to 
take  corn  on  the  road,  but  that  our  animals  were  starving,  yet  I  would  try  to  save 
her  enough  corn  to  keep  her  from  starving.  So  I  got  a  sack  from  her  and  had  it  filled 
with  probably  a  bushel  of  ears  of  corn,  had  it  hid  under  her  bed,  and  left  with  her  a 
paper  to  protect  it  in  case  it  should  be  found. 

At  6  p.  m.  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  2  p.  m.  to-morrow. 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  30, 1864. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present,  the  members  of  the  Board  and  the  re(!brder. 
The  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
Examination  of  Brig.  Gen.  S.  D.  Sturgis  continued. 
General  Sturgis,  in  correction  of  his  testimony  of  yesterday,  states 
as  follows : 

Having  come  before  the  Board  without  having  previously  examined  my  diary 
which  I  kept,  I  had  gotten  the  dates  a  little  wrong  in  my  mind,  which  I  desire  to 
correct.  Instead  of  leaving  Memphis,  as  I  said,  on  the  Ist  day  of  June,  and  march- 
ing from  near  La  Fayette  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  day  of  June,  I  received  my 
orders  of  May  31  on  the  1st  of  June,  and  left  Memphis  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of 
June,  and  marched  from  near  La  Fayette  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  June.  My 
closing  testimony  of  yesterday,  therefore,  refers  to  the  8th  day  of  the  month  instead 
of  the  7th.  I  was  asked  whether  or  not  I  obtained  any  forage  on  the  day  we  passed 
through  Salem  when  camped  at  Mrs.  Leake's.  I  answered  that  I  thought  not.  On 
reference  to  my  diary  and  on  reflection  I  remember  to  have  received  some  forage  on 
that  day.  General  Griersou  informed  me  upon  my  arrival  at  Mrs.  Leake's  that  ho  Iiad 
seventy-five  bushels  of  corn  guarded.  I  immediately  sent  a  detail  and  wagons  to 
collect  it,  and  the  oificor  reported  to  me  that  he  found  twenty  bushels  and  no  more. 
Again,  as  to  my  reasons  for  not  explaining  to  General  Washburn  my  change  of  direc- 
tion from  Mrs.  Childers'  Cross-Eoads,  I  said  that  it  would  take  from  three  to  five  days 
to  communicate  with  General  Washburn,  even  if  I  sent  my  telegraphic  operator  back 
to  the  lines.  On  refiectiou  I  find  I  had  no  telegraphic  operator,  as  I  had  sent  him 
with  Colonel  KargiS  on  his  reconnaissance  to  Corinth  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting 
any  communications  that  might  be  passing  from  the  enemy,  and  afterward  destroy- 
ing the  lines,  so  that  to  have  communicated  with  General  Washburn  would  have 
been  a  matter  of  several  days  more  than  I  have  already  expressed. 

By  the  President  : 
Question .  Were  the  orders  which  you  gave  brigading  and  arranging 
your  troops  in  writing  or  verbal? 

Answer.  They  were  in  writing.    I  now  submit  a  copy  of  the  same. 

(Marked  Exhibit  D.) 

Question.  Were  your  orders  directing  the  expedition  of  Colonel 
Karg(5  to  Corinth  in  writing?    If  so,  please  furnish  a  copy. 

Answer.  They  were.     A  copy  is  herewith  submitted. 
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(Marked  Exhibit  B.) 

Question.  How  far  did  you  uiarcli  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  march? 

Answer.  We  marched  to  Stubbs'  farm;  the  distance  I  cannot  state  exactly.  I 
think  the  march  was  short  for  these  reasons:  That  on  the  morning  of  the  9th, 
wishing  to  get  rid  of  as  many  wagons,  sick  soldiers,  and  disabled  horses  as  possible, 
and  to  issue  five  days'  rations  to  the  command,  we  left  camp  a  little  late,  sending 
back  to  Memphis  400  sick,  41  wagons,  and  a  large  number  of  worn-out  horses. 

Question.  Were  you  attacked  on  that  day? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  secure  forage  on  that  day? 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  a  few  bushels  of  corn  secured  at  Stubbs'  house,  but 
I  don't  remember  how  much.  That  is  all  I  know  of,  and  it  was  principally  used  by 
the  cavalry. 

Question.  What  time  did  you  commence  your  march  on  the  10th  day 
of  the  month? 

Answer.  At  Stubbs'  the  cavalry  and  infantry  encamped  together.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  10th  the  cavalry  moved  at  5.30  o'clock,  and,  allowing  an  hour  and  a  half 
for  the  cavalry  to  clear  the  camp  so  that  the  infantry  might  be  close  on  its  rear,  the 
infantry  moved  at  7.  I  myself  habitually  marched  at  the  head  of  the  infantry  col- 
umn. When  I  had  arrived  at  a  point  about  five  miles  out,  I  reached  a  very  bad  place 
in  the  road,  which  it  required  much  time  and  considerable  labor  to  make  passable 
for  the  wagons  on  account  of  the  very  heavy  rain  of  the  night  before.  I  halted  here 
in  order  to  let  the  pioneer  corps  overtake  me  and  look  myself  to  the  repairing  of  the 
road.  While  here  I  received  a  message  from  General  Grierson  to  the  effect  that  his 
advance  was  engaged  with  a  party  of  the  enemy  on  the  Baldwynroad  at  Brice's 
Cross-Eoads,  some  four  miles  in  the  advance  of  where  I  was.  I  paid  but  little  atten- 
tion to  this  as  I  was  expecting  to  meet  the  enemy'*  cavalry  at  every  moment.  In 
a  short  time  I  received  another  message  from  him,  stating  that  the  enemy  was  about 
600  strong,  and  that  he  (General  Grierson)  occupied  a  good  position  and  a  very  im- 
portant one,  being  at  the  cross-roads.  By  this  time  Colonel  McMillen,  commanding 
the  infantry,  arrived  a  little  in  advance  of  his  colmnn,  and  I  pointed  out  to  him  the 
necessity  of  working  this  bad  place  in  the  road  rapidly,  aiid  then  started  toward 
the  cross-roads  myself.  On  receiving  the  message  from  General  Grierson  in  regard 
to  the  strength  of  the  enemy  being  600, 1  directed  him  to  leave  600  or  700  cavalry  on 
the  (Juntown  road  near  the  cross-roads,  to  precede  the  infantry  on  its  arrival  on  the 
way  to  Guntown,  and  with  the  balance  of  his  force  to  drive  the  enemy  toward  Baldwyn 
and  rejoin  the  main  column  at  Guntown  by  way  of  the  line  of  the  railroad,  as  I  didn't 
propose  to  allow  the  enemy  to  draw  me  from  my  main  line  of  march.  I  then  started 
toward  Brice's  Cross-Roads,  as  I  said  before.  When  I  had  got  200  or  300  yards  ou  the 
road,  it  struck  me  that  the  enemy  might  be  stronger  than  General  Grierson  had  con- 
ceived, and  I  sent  back  an  aide-(\e-camp4;o  Colonel  McMillen,  directing  him  to  send 
forward  the  advance  brigadeof  infantry  to  Brice's  Cross-Roads  as  rapidly  as  jiossible 
without  distressing  his  men.  I  had  gone  but  a  short  distance  Vihen  I  received  another 
message  from  General  Grierson,  stating  that  the  enemy  was  in  considerable  force,  and 
that  he  had  nearly  all  his  command  engaged.  This  information  I  communicated  to 
Colonel  McMillen,  and  requested  him  to  lose  no  time  in  getting  up.  I  arrived  at 
Brice's  Cross-Roads  myself  about  12  o'clock.  Previously  to  reaching  the  cross-roads, 
at  a  little  bridge  about  400  yards  from  there,  as  near  as  I  can  remember,  I  met  an 
aide-de-camp  of  General  Grierson's,  who  requested  ine  in  the  name  of  the  general  to 
throw  a  regiment  of  infantry  out  to  the  left,  pointing  in  the  direction  he  wished 
them  to  take.  I  told  him  that  I  couldn't  tell  yet  exactly  where  the  infantry  should  go 
till  I  could  see  the  field,  but  that  in  the  mean  time  he  (the  aide-de-camp)  could  re- 
main there  till  the  infantry  came  up,  which  would  take  some  time,  and  1  would  go 
and  reconnoiter  the  ground  myself.  At  the  cross-roads  I  found  General  Grierson, 
his  line  of  battle  formed  in  the'  dense  woods  a  few  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  the 
cross-roads,  on  the  Baldwyn  and  Guntown  roads,  and  a  section  of  battery  of  artillery 
at  the  cross-roads  belonging  to  his  division,  but  not  in  position.  There  seemed  to 
be  considerable  confusion  about  the  cross-roads  with  the  artillery  and  ambulances 
and  led  horses  jammed  in  the  road,  and  my  first  attention  was  directed  to  clearing 
the  road,  so  that  the  infantry  could  get  up.     The  musketry  firing  in  our  front  was 


cupied  the  left  or  Baldwyn  road  and  Colonel  Winslow's  brigade  the  straight  for- 
ward or  Guntown  road.     General  Grierson  now  came  to  mc  and  urged  me  to  get  the 
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infantry  up  as  quick  as  possible,  as  his  men  ■were  worn  out  and  must  be  nearly  out 
of  amniunitiou.  I  told  him  the,  iniantry  was  close  behind  and  would  soon  be  up, 
and  that  there  was  no  doubt  about  our  having  ammunition  enough,  as  it  could  not 
all  be  ftred  away  yet.  Colonel  Waring  sent  for  relief  directly  to  me,  and  no  did  Col- 
onel Winslow,  saying  he  was  hard  pressed.  I  then  directed  (ieneral  Grierson  to 
organize  all  of  the  idle  men  about  the  croNS-roads,  of  which  there  were  a  great 
many,  and  skulkers,  and  jjut  them  into  the  light  where  they  were  the  most  needed. 
The  enemy's  bullets  reached  the  cross-roads  now  V(!ry  thick,  and  1  began  to  fear  our 
lines  were  giving  away,  though  I  couldn't  see  it,  as  the  timber  was  so  heavy,  so  I 
directed  the  commander  of  the  battery  to  open  his  battery  on  tll(^  enemy's  reserves, 
because  I  hoped  to  hold  the  place  until  the  infantry  got  up,  and  1  looked  for  fheni 
every  moment,  because  if  we  could  not  bold  that  position  we  could  hold  no  other 
short  of  Stubbs',  which  was  ten  miles  to  the  rear,  l)ecaus(!  there  was  no  other  po- 
sition. In  the  midst  of  this  dilemma  the  officer  commanding  the  battery  asked  me 
who  was  to  support  his  battery.  I  told  him  the  line  of  cavalry  in  front  was  his  sup- 
port, as  well  as  the  infantry,  which  1  expected  soon  to  accumulate  in  his  rear.  The 
artillery  officer  then  said  to  me  that  thei'e  was  no  cavalry  in  his  front  on  the  lett. 
I  insisted  that  there  was,  as  I  had  withdrawn  nothing,  when  a  major  of  cavalry 
rode  up  and  informed  me  that  the  artillery  officer  was  right,  that  the  cavalry  had 
withdrawn  on  the  left,  as  he  was  the  last  to  withdraw.  I  asked  him  by  whose 
order  he  withdrew,  and  he  said  that  he  did  not  know;  he  heard  that  wa.s  the  order 
and  saw  the  others  going.  Still  I  desired  to  hold  the  line,  and  having  nothing  to 
put  in  of  any  consequence,  I  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hess,  of  the  Nineteentli 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  commanding  my  escort  of  about  100  men,  to  gallop  down  and 
form  a  sham  line  and  k(!pp  up  as  much  firing  as  possible  until  the  infantry  couhl 
arrive.  This  he  did,  at  the  expense  of  two  or  three  killed  and  several  wounded, 
and  held  the  line  until  the  infantry  arrived.  Which  way  the  cavalry  withdrew  or 
by  what  authority  1  do  not  know  now,  but  I  have  understood  by  officers  since  that 
tliey  withdrew  by  the  leit  and  rear,  by  which  route  they  would  not  pass  me  at  all. 
In  addition  to  the  appeals  of  General  (jrierson  to  hurry  up  the  infantry  and  relieve 
the  cavalry,  I  received  two  or  three  messages  from  Colonel  Winslow,  in  strong  terms, 
almost  demanding  to  be  relieved.  _  Fearing  that  he  might  withdraw  without  orders, 
1  informed  him  that  the  infantry  would  be  up  any  monu'ut  to  his  relief,  and  that  he 
must  hold  his  place,  and  that  if  he  was  too  hard  press(!d  to  fall  back  slowly  toward 
the  cross-roads  and  shorten  and  strengthen  his  lines.  This  brought  us  probably  to 
about  1.30  o'clock,  when  the  iidvance  brigade  of  the  infantry  arrived.  I  had  in- 
tended to  put  thetirst  regiment  in  on  the  left,  but  as  the  tiring  hadfallen  offalittle 
there  I  sent  the  ttrst  regiment  to  the  sup])ort  of  Colonel  Winslow.  Colonel  McMillen 
then  took  charge  of  the  arrangement  of  the  infantry,  and  formed  a  continuous  and 
connected  line  from  right  to  left,  covering  both  roads  ontheold  position  of  the  cavalry. 
I  then  received  information  from  some  source  which  Iforgetuow  that  the  enemy  was 
appearing  on  our  left  and  rear,  and  I  directed  Colonel  Wilkin,  who  commanded  the 
brigade  second  in  the  line  of  march,  to  establish  a  section  of  artillery  on  a  knoUnear 
a  little  bi'idge  some  300  or  400  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  cross-roads,  to  bear  on  our  ex- 
treme left,  and  to  support  it  with  a  regiment  of  infantry.  The  balance  of  his  brigade 
I  placed  in  Colonel  McMillcn's  rear  to  be  disposed  of  by  that  officer.  In  tlie  mean 
time  I  had  authorized  General  Grierson  to  withdraw  his  cavalry  as  they  were  re- 
lieved by  the  infantry,  reform  and  reorganize  it  in  the  rear  and  hold  itready  to  cover 
the  flanks  of  our  line.  The  enemy  now  gave  away  a  little  before  our  lino  of  iulantry, 
and  1  went  1o  the  rear  to  look  after  the  execution  of  my  orders  in  regard  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  battery  and  the  safety  of  the  train.  I  found  that  Colonel 
Wilkin  had  established  his  section  properly,  supporting  it  with  the  Seventy-second 
Ohio  Infantry,  two  companies  of  which  he  had  thrown  out  toward  the  left  of  our 
main  line  as  skirmishers.  The  cavalry  had  accunnilated  in  an  open  field  near  by, 
and  were  apparently  reorganizing.  About  this  time  there  was  quite  a  lull  along 
the  line,  and  as  I  did  not  know  whether  the  enemy  might  be  retreating  or  changing 
position  I  directed  Colonel  McMillen  to  push  out  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers  and 
advance  his  line,  and  either  to  drive  them  or  find  out  what  they  were  doing.  Col- 
onel Hoge,  commanding  a  brigade,  now  sent  word  that  they  seemed  to  be  moving 
toward  his  right.  Colonel  Hoge  occupied  the  right  of  the  line.  I  directed  General 
Grierson  to  send  a  portion  of  his  cavalry  to  the  right  of  the  line  as  soon  as  possible. 
In  a  very  short  time  another  message  arrived  from  Colonel  Hoge,  that  he  was  satis- 
lied  that  the  movement  on  his  right  was  a  feint,  and  that  the  real  attack  would  be 
made  on  the  left.  I  then  sent  a  portion  of  the  cavalry  to  the  left  and  established 
another  section  of  artillery  still  in  rear  of  Colonel  Wilkin,  and  bearing  also  on  the 
left  of  our  main  line.  The  cavalry  advanced  as'skirmishers  and  a  considerable  fire 
was  opened,  more,  1  think,  from  our  men  than  from  the  enemy.  In  tlie  mean  time, 
however,  and  soon  after  I  first  arrived  at  Colonel  Wilkin's  battery,  the  head  of  the 
ordnance  train  arrived,  which  had  been  reported  to  me  a  few  minutes  before  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  there.    Fearing  that  it  might  be  in  our  way  in  case  we  were 
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driven  Ijack  I  ordered  it  into  an  open  field  near  the  cavalry,  there  to  be  turned 
around  and  carried  fai'tlier  to  the  rear.  The  cavalry  that  I  had  sent  to  the  right  of 
the  main  liue  soon  ga\o  way,  and  I  sout  a  ])ortion  of  the  Seventy-second  Ohio,  all 
that  could  he  spared,  and  the  last  regiment  1  had  in  hand,  to  replace  them.  They 
jnet  the  cavalry  cominf;  away,  and  as  near  as  1  could  learn  made  but  little  stand — 
all  coming  away  together  overpowered.  The  scattered  manner  in  which  this  cav- 
alry came  down  seemed  to  cause  a  kind  of  panic  to  the  other  cavalry  and  caused  all 
to  move  to  the  rear.  I  now  attempted  to  get  hold  of  the  colored  brigade,  which  was 
with  the  wagons.'  The  first  regiment  I  met  was  commanded  by  a  lieutenant-colonel 
or  major  whom  I  did  not  know  personally.  I  directed  him  to  form  his  regiment 
in  line  in  a  little  piece  of  timber  close  by,  for  by  this  time  the  enemy's  shells  were 
coming  into  that  timber  as  if  fired  from  our  left,  and  tlie  whole  right  of  my  main 
line  appeared  to  be  giving  away.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hess,  of  my  escort,  placed 
this  colored  regiment  in  position  in  the  woods.  I  left  it  and  endeavored  to  get  hold 
of  tlie  other  regiments  that  were  scattered  through  the  train,  but  before  I  could  do 
so  the  troops  from  all  directions  came  crowding  in  like  an  avalanche  from  the  battle- 
field, and  I  lost  all  possible  control  over  them.  My  control  over  this  moving  mass 
ceased  at  this  time.  McMillen  was  still  fighting  in  the  center  in  advance  of  the 
cross-roads,  and  was  calling  for  re-enforcements,  and  as  1  had  none  to  send  him  and 
the  open  ground  in  rear  of  the  line  was  covered  with  fleeing  troops,  falling  back 
from  the  right  and  left  of  the  line,  leaving  McMillen  fighting  in  the  center,  my  only 
hope  was  to  get  him  away  by  forming  a  new  line  to  protect  his  retreat.  I  sent  an 
aide  to  inform  him  that  I  would  endeavor  to  form  a  line  to  protect  his  retreat  in  case 
he  was  driven  back,  but  that  I  had  no  re-enforcements  to  give  him,  and  that  he  must 
do  the  best  he  could  under  the  circumstances.     This  was  about  5  p.  m. 

The  Board  adjourned  at  5.30  p.  m.  to  meet  at  2  p.  m.  to-morrow. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  1,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 

Tlie  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present,  the  members  of  the  Board  and  the  recorder. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

Brigadier-General  Stnrgis,  by  his  aide-de-camp,  Lieut.  B.  Calkins, 
reported  himself  sick,  and  requested  to  be  excused  from  giving  further 
testimony,  and  to  be  allowed  to  file  a  copy  of  his  report  in  lieu  thereof. 
This  request  was  disallowed  by  the  Board,  and  General  Sturgis  noti- 
fied, through  his  aide-de-camp,  to  attend  for  further  examination  at  2 
p.  m.  to-morrow. 

The  Board  then  adjourned  at  4  p.  m.  to  meet  at  2  p.  m.  to-morrow. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  JmZj/  2, 1864 — 2  p.  m. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.. 
The  members  of  the  Board  and  the  recorder  present. 
The  proceedings  of  yesterday's  session  were  read  and  approved. 
The  examination  of  Brig.  Gen.  S.  D.  Sturgis  continued. 

By  the  President  : 

Question.  On  assuming  command  did  you  announce  your  staff  in 

orders,  and  who  composed  it? 

Answer.  I  did,  sir.  It  was  composed  of  Capt.  W.  C.  Rawolle,  additional  aide-de- 
camp and  acting  assistant  adjutant-general;  Capt.  W.  S.  Belden,  Second  Iowa  Cav- 
alry, aide-de-camp ;  Lieut.  E.  Calkins,  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry,  aide-de-camp ;  Lieut. 
S.  Oakford,  Nineteenth  PennsylvaniaCavalry,  aide-de-camp. 

Question.  Were  you  furnished  with  a  roster  of  your  brigade  and  regi- 
mental ofiflcers? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  was  not. 
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Question.  Did  you  require  and  did  you  receive  daily  reports  from 
your  regimental  and  brigade  commanders  of  the  condition  of  the  com- 
mand? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not.  1  made  my  headquarters  liabitually  witli  Colonel 
McMillen,  who  commanded  the  infantry,  and  much  of  the  detail  of  the  campaign 
was  transacted  verbally;  and  if  I  had  it  wouldn't  have  been  iiracticable  to  get 
them,  and  I  didn't  want  them. 

Question.  How  many  wagons  composed  the  train,  how  was  the  train 
made  up,  and  under  whose  charge  was  it? 

Answer.  The  supply  train  was  composed  of  181  wagons,  and  some  of  the  regiments 
were  furnished  with  two  wagons  to  a  regiment  and  others  with  none.  Those  of  the 
regiments  who  arrived  just  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  expedition  left  without 
wagons,  as  the  brigade  commander.  Colonel  Wilkin,  reported  to  me,  and  I  formed  an 
estimate  of  the  number  of  wagons  along  the  road  at  about  250.  There  may  have 
been  a  few  more  or  less.  To  get  rid  of  as  many  of  them  as  possible,  I  distributed  five 
days'  rations,  one  day's  march  beyond  Ripley,  and  sent  back  forty-one  wagons.  Lieu- 
tenant Shattuck,  acting  quartermaster,  had  charge  of  the  supply  train.  He  was  a  very 
well-meaning  man,  I  presume,  but  not  a  man  of  much  force  of  character,  and  on  that 
account,  and  because  he  complained  of  not  being  very  strong,  I  allowed  him  to  return 
to  Memphis  with  the  forty-one  wagons,  and  I  directed  Lieutenant  Stratton,  commis- 
sary of  subsistence,  to  take  charge  Of  the  train  in  his  stead.  Lieutenant  Stratton 
was  a  stranger  to  me,  though  I  thought  him  a  man  of  some  executive  ability  from 
what  I  had  seen  of  him  on  the  former  trip,  but  I  don't  think  I  made  much  improve- 
ment by  the  exchange.  During  the  retreat  I  placed  the  whole  wagon  train  iu 
charge  of  Captain  Buckland,  of  Colonel  McMillen's  staff,  telling  him  that  I  hardly 
hoped  to  save  the  train,  but  if  I  could  he  was  the  only  man  that  I  knew  of  that 
could  do  it. 

Question.  Were  foraging  parties  sent  out  by  your  order,  or  by  sub- 
ordinate commanders'? 

Answer.  They  may  have  been  sent  out  by  subordinate  commanders  independently 
of  my  orders,  but  I  ordered  that  it  should  be  done. 

Question.  Were  they  accompanied  by  cavalry? 

Answer.  They  consisted  entirely  of  cavalry  and  of  mounted  men  not  cavalry. 

Question.  While  on  the  march  was  your  column  protected  by  flank- 
ers of  mounted  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  except  by  foraging  parties  on  the  march  down;  they  were 
deemed  sufficient  protection.  On  the  retreat  flankers  moved  on  the  flanks  of  the 
column. 

Question.  When  and  where  did  Colonel Karge  rejoin  your  command? 

Answer.  He  rejoined  on  the  8th  of  June,  at  Ripley,  a  brigade  which  I  had  left  at 
Ripley  until  he  should  come  up. 

Question.  What  was  Grierson's  effective  force  at  the  commencement 
of  the  engagement? 

Answer.  About  3,000  men. 

Question.  On  arriving  at  the  scene  of  the  engagement  did  you  con- 
sider the  line  chosen  by  General  Grierson  the  best  that  could  have 
been  selected? 

Answer.  I  did  not  consider  that  General  Grierson  had  the  privilege  of  selecting 
any  position,  as  we  were  going  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  this  was  where  we  found 
him.  There  was  nothing  left  but  to  attack  him  wherever  he  should  show  himself, 
for  if  we  stopped  our  animals  would  starve,  and  this  I  had  told  to  ray  brigade  com- 
manders two  nights  before.  Apart  from  the  fact  that  the  enemy  occupied  the  posi- 
tion, it  was  in  my  opinion  the  best  position  at  least  within  ton  miles,  because  it  was 
at  the  cross-roads  which  we  must  pass  or  retreat,  and  I  deemed  it  easier  to  hold  the 
cross-roads  than  to  take  them  from  the  enemy. 

Question.  Was  the  ground  on  which  you  found  General  Grierson 
engaged  clear  or  wooded,  even  or  rough  country? 


^HAJ"-  LI]  EXPEDITION  INTO  MISSISSIPPI.  157 

Answer.  It  waB  uneven,  hardly  amounting  to  wliat  would  be  called  a  rough  coun- 
try, and  densely  -wooded  for  about  three-quarters  of  a  milts  in  front  on  all  the  roads, 
beyond  which  was  an  open  belt  extending  across  all  the  roads  for  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile.  The  enemy  occupied  the  wood  beyond  the  open  belt  and  we  the  wood  on 
this  side,  so  that  our  position  was  pretty  strong,  except  that  it  could  be  easily 
turned. 

Questiou.  HoAV  far  from  General  Grierson's  line  ^vas  the  head  of  your 
infantry  column  when  you  first  heard  that  he  was  engaged  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  it  was  four  miles  and  a  half  from  the  head  of  the  cavalry 
column  ami  two  miles  from  its  rear  when  the  cavalry  was  attacked. 

Question.  In  what  order  was  the  infantry  marching  at  that  time? 

Answer.  Marching  in  the  usual  order ;  but  on  that  day  Colonel  Hoge's  (the  Second) 
brigade  was  in  the  adv.ance;  Colonel  Wilkin's  brigade  next;  Colonel  T3outon's 
(the  colored  brigade)  was  last,  and  with  the  wagons.  The  infantry  column  and  the 
wagon  train  I  estimated  as  ordinarily  occupying  about  four  miles  of  road. 

Question.  How  long  was  the  infantry  column  at  the  time  of  the  en- 
gagement, and  was  it  well  closed  up? 

Answer.  My  remembrance  is  that  when  I  asked  Colonel  McMillen  at  this  time 
how  he  was  getting  along  he  replied  that  his  column  was  well  closed  up  and  the 
column  occupied  about  four  miles  and  a  half. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  ground  at  the  head  of  the 
infantry  column  at  the  time  of  the  attack? 

Answer.  It  was  wooded  and  level,  with  open  iields  occasionally.  There  were  no 
swamps  nor  springs  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Question.  Were  the  enemy  in  motion  when  the  collision  first  oc- 
curred with  Grierson,  or  did  he  find  them  Svaiting  for  him  ? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  he  found  them  waiting  for  him,  but  the  reports 
which  I  have  submitted  to-day  at  headquarters  will  explain  that  better  than  1  can. 

Question.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  roads  at  that  time? 

Answer.  The  roads  were  heavy  on  account  of  the  rains,  and  bad  for  the  wagons. 
All  the  low  places  in  the  roads  being  rendered  worse  by  the  rains,  but  for  marching 
they  were  generally  pretty  fair. 

Question.  Were  the  men  brought  into  action  on  the  double-quick,  or 
in  what  time  did  they  march  into  action,  and  in  what  condition? 

Answer.  They  did  not  come  into  action  on  the  double-quick,  and  I  had  specially 
ordered  that  they  should  not  come  up  on  the  double-quick,  because  the  day  was  very 
oppressive,  though  I  repeatedly  sent  word  to  Colonel  McMillen  to  make  all  haste. 
They  marched  into  action  in  ordinary  time.  The  infantry  looked  in  good  spirits, 
and  we  gave  three  cheers  as  they  came  up.  I  can  hardly  say  how  long  they  had 
marched  without  resting.  They  were  two  hours  or  two  hours  and  a  half  in  making 
the  four  miles,  and  I  do  not  know  what  time  was  given  them  for  resting. 

Question.  Did  you  investigate  General  Grierson's  complaint  that  he 
was  short  of  ammnnition  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not;  there  was  no  possible  time  for  it.  I  knew  subsequently  that 
regiments  of  cavalry  had  almost  their  full  number  of  rounds  of  ammunition.  For 
instance,  the  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  which  liad  been  engaged  on  the  left,  the 
Fourth  Missouri,  also  the  Third  Iowa,  which  regiments  on  this  account  did  the 
principal  work  in  guarding  the  rear  on  the  retreat. 

Question.  Did  General  Grierson  retire  from  the  fight  with  or  with- 
out your  order? 

Answer.  General  Grierson  importuned  me  a  great  deal,  while  his  cavalry  was  en- 
gaged, to  hurry  up  the  infantry,  as  his  men  were  tired  .nnd  exhausted,  having  l>een 
hghting  since  10  o'clock.  I  told  him  repeatedly  that  we  must  hold  that  i»osition ; 
that  we  could  do  it,  and  that  the  infantry  would  be  up  any  moment,  and  that  he 
must  have  patience.  He  retired,  with  my  sanctitm,  as  soon  as  replaced  by  the  in- 
fantry for  the  purpose  of  getting  his  conmiand  together.  As  I  said  yesterday,  the 
cavalry  on  the  left  (Colonel  Waring's)  retired.    I  do  not  know  by  whose  orders, 
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Question.  What  became  of  Colonel  Waring's  cavalry  after  that? 

Answer.  At  the  next  place  I  saw  it  it  was  in  the  open  field  near  the  bridge,  where 
the  reorganization  wa«  supposed  to  l)e  going  on. 

Question.  What  order  did  you  make  for  the  safety  of  the  trains? 

Answer.  When  I  went  to  the  rear  to  provide,  amongst  other  things,  for  the  safety 
of  the  train,  the  train  had  hecn  reported  to  me,  on  iu<)uiry,  to  be  one  mile  and  a  half 
in  rear,  and  on  arriving  at  the  bridge,  about  a  half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in 
rear  of  the  line,  I  met  the  head  of  the  train,  to  my  suriirise.  The  whole  coltimn  ap- 
peared to  have  made  a  general  move  to  get  up.  I  then  directed  an  aide-de-camp, 
Lieutenant  Calkins,  to  see  that  the  train  was  turned  around  and  held  ready  to  move 
to  the  rear  in  case  that  it  became  necessary. 

Question.  When  the  retreat  actually  took  place  did  or  did  not  the 
train  obstruct  the  retreat? 

Answer.  It  did  not  obstruct  the  retreat  jtroper,  nor  would  it  have  done  so  on  ordi- 
nary roads  and  in  ordinary  weather.  But  the  roadbccame  jammed  with  those  flying 
froiii  the  field,  the  teamsters  became  panic-stricken,  and  the  moment  they  had  any 
trouble  with  the  wagons  they  jumped  down  and  cut  out  a  mule  and  let  the  wagon 
staiul,  which  soon  blocked  the  road.  I  had  strong  hopes;  and  ordered  it  parked 
on  the  first  oi)en  ground  that  could  be  found  beyond  the  white  house,  a  mile  and  a 
half  in  rear  of  the  battle-field,  and  where  I  hoped  to  be  able  to  make  a  stand,  with 
a  view  to  issuing  rations  and  ammunition  and  then  destroying  the  train,  thinking 
we  could  hold  the  enemy  in  check  until  night  and  then  do  it.  But  the  enemy 
pushed  ns  so  hard  that  I  was  obliged  to  move  the  train  on  .agaiji,  with  the  hope  of 
parking  it  farther  on  that  night.  This  was  the  main  train ;  at  this  time  some  of  the 
wagons  were  stuck  near  the  battle-field. 

Question.  How  far  from  the  line  of  battle  was  the  train  captured? 

Answer.  It  was  not  captnred  at  all  in  a  proper  sense  of  the  word.  It  was  left 
standing,  a  wagon  here  and  a  wagon  there,  or  wherever  the  teamsters  would  desert 
it,  for  ten  miles,  especially  in  the  bottom  of  the  Hatchie,  which  Avas  a  very  bad 
place. 

Question.  Did  or  did  not  your  train  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy? 

Answer.  I  presume  it  did,  as  we  did  not  bring  it  away.  Many  of  the  wagons  were 
burned  by  orders.  I  ordered  that  they  should  be  buiTied  wherever  they  obstructed 
the  road. 

Question.  How  many  wagons  did  you  return  to  Memphis? 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of;  I  think  none. 

Question.  During  the  retreat  to  ColUervillc  were  the  regiments  re- 
stored to  good  order,  or  did  they  retreat  in  confusion  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  regiments  were  restored  to  order  at  Eiijlcy  by  7 o'clock  the 
next  morning.  The  brigades  were  reorganized  a:  .d  restored  to  a  resi)ectablc  con- 
dition. 

Question.  Were  you  closely  pursued  on  the  retreat,  and  with  what 
results? 

Answer.  The  column  moved  out  of  Ripley  on  the  retreat,  on  the  Salem  road,  at  7 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  preceded  by  the  cavalry.  I  movcidout  myself  to 
the  infantry.  All  was  fjuiet  in  the  rear  as  far  as  wo  could  hear.  AVlien  we  had  got 
half  a  mile  probably  from  town  •\>e  began  to  hear  the  firing  of  the  enemy  .it  the  rear, 
bnt  it  was  distant  and  desultory  and  the  column  moved  on  in  good  order.  The  rear 
of  the  infantry  column  was  pretty  heavily  attacked  at  Eijdey,  as  I  learned  after- 
ward by  the  report  of  officers.  From  time  to  tinus  the  word  came  to  jne  that  the 
rear  was  being  strongly  j)ressed,  and  I  wonld  re-enforce  it  with  such  companies  or 
parts  of  regiments  as  I  could  find  had  anmiunition,  and  once  they  pressed  so  strongly 
that  I  ordered  a  brigade  of  infantry  to  form  line,  w-hieh  was  not  done,  hoAvever,  be- 
cause Colonel  McMillen  rejxirted,  after  trying,  that  he  found  it  impossible  to  do  so  for 
the  want  of  ammunition.  All  that  we  could  do  therefore  to  protect  the  rear  was  to 
Heep  the  column  so  moving  that  the  enemy  could  not  accumulate  upon  it. 

Question.  How  many  guns  did  you  lose? 

Answer.  Fouilcen  in  all.  We  had  sixteen  guns  ami  four  nioujitain  liowit^ers.  I 
tlliuk  the  amrauiiitioii  train  was  lost  in  a  body  with  the  exception  of  one  waf>on, 
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Question.  On  what  day  of  the  month  did  you  personally  arrive  at 
Memphis? 

Answer.  I  think  ou  the  iiight  of  the  13th. 

By  Brigadier-General  Buckland  : 
Question.  Did  you  organize  a  pioneer  corps,  or  was  there  one  con- 
nected with  your  exx^edition? 

Auswer.  Cue  ■was  orgauized  by  Colonel  McMillen,  at  my  request,  from  the  Nintli 
Minnesota,  -where  1  learned  there  was  a  company  of  artisans  especially  suitable  for 
that  duty. 

Question.  Did  you  know  before  you  reached  CoUierviUe,  on  the  retreat, 
that  a  portion  of  the  infantry  column  had  left  Ripley  by  a  different  road 
from  that  which  you  took"? 

Answer.  I  did  not;  but  on  leaving  Ripley  I  requested  Colonel  McMillen  to  leave 
a  staff  officer,  which  he  did,  to  intercept  Colonel  Wilkin  in  case  he  should  arrive,  as 
we  did  not  know  what  had  become  of  him,  and  direct  him  on  the  road  the  column 
had  taken.  He  did  not  see  Colonel  Wilkin,  and  until  he  (Wilkin)  arrived  at  White's 
Station  we  were  at  a  loss  to  know  what  had  become  of  him. 

Question.  When  the  infantry  wentiiito  the  engagement  did  they  form 
on  the  same  line  that  had  just  been  occupied  by  the  cavalry? 

Answer.  Colonel  McMillen  was  directed  to  relievo  the  cavalry,  and  the  exact  part 
of  the  woods  that  the  cavalry  occupied  at  that  time,  whether  on  the  farther  edge  of 
the  timber  or  farther  this  way,  I  cannot  tell. 

By  the  President  : 
Question.  Was  the  force  of  which  you  were  placed  in  command,  in 
your  opinion,  efficiently  organized,  with  proper  proportions  of  different 
arms  of  the  service,  also  with  respect  to  arms,  ammunition,  supirfies, 
and  transi)ortation? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  with  the  exceiition  of  tho  forage,  and  with  that,  probably, 
the  best  was  done  that  could  have  been  done. 

Question.  In  your  opinion  was  there  anything  in  the  manner  of  the 
organization  of  the  expedition  calculated  to  impair  its  chances  of  success? 

Answer.  The  command  was  made  up  of  old  troops  and  newly  arrived  troops  and 
detachments,  all  of  which  went  to  make  up  8,000  in  numbers,  but  which,  from  the 
very  manner  in  which  it  was  made  up,  was  not  therefore  really  equal  to  anything 
like  8,000  men. 

Question.  What  is  your  estimate  of  the  force  of  the  enemy  in  cavalry, 
infantry,  and  artillery? 

Answer.  From  the  opinions  of  my  principal  officers  and  from  information  received 
from  ladies  of  intelligence  (rebel  ladies)  on  our  return  I  think  the  enemy  had  about 
20,000  men. 

Question.  General,  at  the  time  you  were  first  advised  that  General 
Grierson  was  engaged  by  the  enemy  what  was  the  nature  of  the  ground 
on  which  the  head  of  the  infantry  column  stood? 

Answer.  It  was  a  level  farm,  with  woods  and  open  fields ;  no  peculiariti(!S  about  it 
at  all  that  I  can  remember. 

Question.  Was  there  any  obstacle  at  that  point  to  the  safe  formation 
of  a  line  of  battle? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  nothing. 

Question.  In  the  (;ircumstances  in  which  your  army  was  then  placed 
did  you  consider  it  safer  to  attack  the,  enemy  in  his  o-\^ti  position  than 
to  await  his  attack  in  a  position  chosen  by  yourself  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  1  thought  at  that  time.  When  I  received  information  from 
General  Grievson  of  the  skirmish  I  had  no  idea  that  ^ve  Lad  anything  in  front  but 
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the  enemy's  cavalry.  All  of  my  iufoimation  led  to  that  conclusion,  and  General 
Grierson  himself  supposed  them  to  be  only  600  strong  after  he  had  been  fighting 
them  some  time.  So  I  did  not  think  of  forming  a  line  of  battle  at  all,  but  supposed 
the  cavali-y  could  drive  the  enemy  away  -vrithont  trouble.  It  was  only  after  receiv- 
ing the  last  message  from  General  Grierson,  while  on  the  way  up  to  him,  asking  me 
for  a  brigade  of  infantry,  that  I  thought  at  all  of  looking  at  the  ground  with  a  view 
to  taking  positions  in  case  we  shonld  be  driven  back.  When  I  made  up  my  mind  at 
Ripley  not  to  return,  but  to  go  forward,  then  I  determined  to  attack  the  enemy 
wherever  I  could  find  him,  because  if  I  stopped  I  was  ruined.  My  animals  would 
be  exhausted,  and  the  only  hope  was  to  get  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  Tupelo,  where 
there  Wiis  corn,  and  if  I  formed  line  of  battle,  on  receiving  word  from  General  Grier- 
son, and  the  enemy  had  not  chosen  to  attack  me,  I  would  have  been  forced  to  have 
attacked  him  under  precisely  the  same  circumstances,  with  my  animals  still  more 
reduced. 

Question.  When  you  first  came  up  to  General  Grierson,  from  what 
you  could  see  and  from  the  firing,  how  many  of  the  enemy  did  there  ap- 
pear to  be  in  your  front  ? 

Answer.  It  didn't  impress  me  as  being  a  large  force,  judging  from  the  firing,  and 
I  really  felt  that  when  the  infantry  got  up  we  could  hold  our  own  with  them. 

Question.  Did  you  have  scouts  in  front  in  the  course  of  the  expedi- 
tion, and  did  you  receive  information  from  them  concerning  the  en- 
emy's force  and  movements  ? 

Answer.  The  scouts  were  unable  to  bring  me  any  information  because  the  enemy 
were  hanging  so  continually  about,  so  I  depended  more  upon  the  information  I  had 
started  with,  and  keeping  my  command  together  and  ready  for  any  emergency ,  than 
upon  any  information  I  could  jiick  up.  I  was  informed  before  leaving  Memphis  that 
I  would  find  no  enemy  north  of  Okolona  in  force,  and  would  encounter  no  consider- 
able force  until  I  got  in  the  vicinity  of  Columbus  or  Macon,  if  even  there.  As  this 
information  was  acquired  through  regularly  organized  spies  and  scouts  I  felt  that 
it  was  the  best  information  I  could  act  upon.  I  therefore  acted  upon  that  in  the 
absence  of  any  other. 

Question.  On  what  day  did  you  receive  from  the  ladies  you  mention 
information  that  the  enemy's  force  consisted  of  20,000  men? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  at  CoUierville  on  the  12th  ;  this  was  on  my  return. 

Question.  What,  in  your  opinion,  was  the  real  cause  of  the  disaster 
at  Brice's  Cross-Eoads '? 

Answer.  I  think  the  disaster  was  the  result  of  undertaking  an  altogether  impracti- 
cable expedition.  Whatever  number  of  men  make  up  an  expedition  the  enemy  are  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  the  details  of  it  in  thirty-six  hours  after  it  leaves  Memphis, 
and  as  we  have  to  travel  at  least  100  miles  over  a  desert  we  are  forced  to  arrive  in  a 
manner  broken  down  and  witli  the  animals  weakened,  to  reach  a  point  where  the 
enemy  can  concentrate  as  much  force  as  ho  pleases  by  railroad,  and  where  he  can 
put  himself  in  position  and  destroy  yon  in  detail  in  spite  of  all  you  can  do.  If  you 
go  forward  he  will  overwhelm  you  with  irambers  ;  if  you  do  not  you  starve,  and  if 
you  go  back  he  will  destroy  you,  because  you  have  to  retreat  over  a  desert. 

The  Board  then  adjourned  at  5.30  o'clock  to  meet  at  2  p.  m.  Monday, 
the  4th  of  July. 

M.  BRAYMAN, 
Brigadier- General  Volunteers,  President. 
JAMBS  O.  PIERCE, 
Major  and  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  Volunteers,  Recorder. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  4,  1864. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adiournment. 

Present,  Brigadier-General  Buckland  and  Colonel  Kappner,  and  the 
recorder, 
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Absent,  Brigadier-General  Brayman,  relieved  by  the  followiriff  order, 
which  was  received  and  read :  ' 

Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

^^-  ™-  i  Memphis,  Tcnn.,  Jtdy  2,  1864. 

******* 
IV.  Brigadier-General  Brayman,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  been  or- 
dered by  Major-General  McPherson  to  report  to  Major-General  Slocum, 
at  Vicksburg,  for  duty,  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  as  president  of 
military  Board  of  Investigation.  Tlic  quartermaster's  department  will 
ftirnish  General  Brayman  transportation  to  Vicksburg,  with  his  staff 
omcers,  servants,  horses,  and  baggage. 

*  *  «  #  *  ^  , 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  (J.  0.  Washburn: 

W.  H.  M014GAN, 
Assixtant  Adpitant- General. 

The  Board  not  being  full,  an  adjournment  was  had  till  li  p.  m.  to- 
morrow. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  Jitly  o,  1801— 2 p.  m. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present,  Brigadier-General  Buckland,  Coh)iiel  Kapjmer,  aii<l  the  re- 
corder. 

The  minutes  of  the  two  preceding  sessions  were  read  and  approved. 
Gol.  G.  B.  HoGE  duly  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  President  : 
Question.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment,  and  the  position 
you  occupied  in  the  late  expedition  under  General  Sturgis. 

Answer.  G.  15.  Hoge ;  eolouel  of  the  Oiio  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illiuois  Infantry 
Volunteers ;  in  tlic  late  expedition  I  eommuuded  the  lirigado  known  as  the  Second 
Brigade  of  the  Infantry  Division. 

Question.  On  what  day  did  you  embark  your  troops  oii  the  cars  at 
Memphis? 

Answer.  On  the  Ist  of  June,  at  6  p.  m. 

Question,  At  Avhat  point  did  you  disembark'? 

Answer.  I  believe  at  a  point  between  CoUierville  and  La  Fayette. 

Question.  After  you  left  the  railroad,  what  orders  did  you  receive  in 
reference  to  marching,  and  from  whom? 

Answer.  The  first  order  I  received,  I  believe,  was  one  in  reference  to  forming  tlie 
infantry  into  a  division,  composed  of  three  brigades.  The  order  was  one  from  Gen- 
eral Stnrgis.  I  received  this  order,  I  think,  on  the  2d  of  ,Iune.  The  lirst  marching 
orders  I  received  were  from  Colonel  McMillen.  The  First  Brigade  had  the  advance, 
and  mine  was  next.     AVe  marched  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  I  think,  at  4  o'clock. 

Question.  Did  General  Sturgis  make  any  review  or  inspection  of  the 
troops  before  starting  on  the  march? 

Answer.  General  Sturgis  did  not  join  the  command  for  some  hours  after  we  left 
the  railroad  on  the  march.    After  joining  the  command  he  did  not  inspect  the  troops. 

Question.  Wliere  did  you  first  see  General  Sturgis  after  leaving  Mem- 
phis on  this  expedition  ? 

Answer.  I  should  judge  about  ten  miles  from  the  railroad.  The  column  halted  for 
some  reason,  and  General  Sturgis  dismounted  a  short  Aistance  in  advance  of  my  bri- 
q;ade  column. 
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Question.  What  delays  occurred  in  marching  up  to  arriving  at  Kipley, 
and  what  occasioned  theml 

Answer.  There  were  numerous  delays,  whieh  seemed  unaccountable  to  me  at  the 
time.  After  investigating  the  matter  as  fully  as  I  .could  I  found  that  the  train,  in 
connection  with  the  bad  roads,  was  the  priuciiial  cause.  We,  however,  halted  more 
frequently  than  I  could  see  any  real  necessity  for. 

Question.  What  orders  did  you  receive  in  relation  to  foraging? 

Answer.  Before  receiving  any  orders  for  foraging  I  took  the  responsibility  of  send- 
ing out  a  regular  detailed  foraging  party,  under  the  charge  of  my  brigade  quarter- 
master, Lieutenant  Finney,  with  a  guard  of  forty  men.  I  succeeded  in  getting  about 
three  wagon-loads  of  corn,  which  wasusedprincipally  by  Battery  B,  Second  Illinois 
Light  Artillery,  of  my  brigade.  This  was  at  Robinson's  plantation.  I  think  this 
was  on  the  7th  day  of  the  month.  I  think  it  was  on  the  lOtli  of  June  that  I  received 
the  first  order  for  foraging  from  Colonel  McMillen  for  a  detail  of  the  commissary 
sergeant  of  each  regiment  and  battery,  with  a  guard,  mounted,  to  go  in  advance  of 
the  column  for  the  purpose  of  foraging.  There  was,  as  I  understood  from  my  quar- 
termaster, quite  a  quantity  of  forage  obtained,  but  the  fight  taking  place  shortly 
afterward  I  never  received  any  benefit  from  it. 

Question.  Was  any  forage  furnished  to  the  battery  of  your  brigade 
by  the  foraging  parties  of  the  cavalry? 
Answer.  There  was  none. 
Question.  At  what  time  did  the  expedition  arrive  at  liipley? 

Answer.  The  head  of  my  column  arrived  there  about  twenty  minutes  before  6 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  8th;  the  First  Brigade  of  infantry  having  arrived  the 
night  before  with  the  cavalry.  The  train  kept  well  closed  up  and  came  into  Eipley 
with  the  column. 

Question.  Did  you  attend  the  council  of  war  at  Itipley;  and,  if  so, 
what  was  said  and  done? 

Answer.  I  did  attend.  I  was  asked  to  attend  by  General  Sturgis.  General  Sturgis, 
General  Grierson,  Colonel  McMillen,  Captain  Belden,  of  General  Sturgis'  staff,  and 
myself  were  present.  There  was  no  brigade  commander  present  except  myself. 
General  Grierson  seemed  decidedly  in  favor,  for  various  reasons,  which  he  stated,  of 
returning  to  Memphis;  his  main  reasons  being  the  lack  of  forage  and  the  state  of 
the  roads.  General  Sturgis,  as  near  as  I  could  judge  from  his  remarks,  seemed  to 
think  very  much  as  General  Grierson,  but  did  not  express  liimself  so  in  so  many 
words.  Colonel  McMillen  spoke  very  determinedly  in  favor  of  going  ahead,  saying 
that  if  we  returned  to  Memphis  Ave  would  bo  disgraced.  There  was  some  talk  as  to 
abandoning  or  destroying  the  train  at  Eipley.  The  conclusion  was  to  advance  from 
Kipley  and  not  return  to  Memphis.  I  then  received  orders  as  the  council  broke  up 
to  countermarch  my  brigade  from  the  road  on  whieh  I  had  halted,  about  two  miles 
beyond  Ripley,  about  a  mile  back,  so  as  to  take  the  Fulton  road.  We  marched  about 
four  miles  beyond  Ripley,  and  there  bivouacked  for  the  night.  We  started  on  the 
march  this  day  at  10  o'clock  and  halted  about  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  exi)edition  could  have  reached  Ripley  in 
less  time  than  it  did;  and,  if  so,  how  much'? 

Answer.  I  think  we  could  have  reached  Eipley  without  any  doubt  forty-eight 
hours  sooner  than  we  did. 

Question.  Do  you  know  why  the  halt  was  made  at  so  early  an  hour 
on  the  day  you  left  Ripley? 

Answer.  I  can  see  no  reason  for  it  whatever  and  I  heard  none  given. 
Question.  State  the  incidents  of  the  march  on  the  9th. 

Answer.  On  the  9th  we  marched  at  10  o'clock,  after  rations  had  been  issued  and 
the  wagons  sent  back  with  the  sick.  We  marched  on  that  day  twelve  miles  and 
halted  at  about  6.30  p.  m.  near  Stubbs'farm,  on  a  high  ridge,  and  bivouacked  for  the 
night. 

Question.  Did  you  he'^v  of  the  proximity  of  the  enemy  on  that  day? 

Answer.  I  did,  but  nothing  definite. 
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Question.  State  the  incidents  of  the  10th  day^ 

Answer.  Wo  marcboil  at  10  a.  m.  I  hoard  no  reason  {;ivou  anil  conld  see  none  for 
not  uiarc'hing  sooner.  My  brigade  was  i'u  tbo  .advance  of  the  infantry  column.  The 
roads  were  bad,  but  by  extra  exertions  the  artillery  and  train  kept  closed  up.  At 
about  12  m.  I  halted  the  column,  seeing  that  Colonel  McMillen,  with  his  escort,  had 
halted  but  a  short  distance  in  advance.  About  1  o'clock  one  of  my  staft"  officers, 
Lieutenant  Rogers,  who  had  been  a  short  distiiuce  in  the  advance  of  the  column, 
came  to  me  and  stated  that  ho  heard  cannonading  in  the  front.  Shortly  afterward 
I  received  an  order  from  Colonel  McMillen  to  move  immediately,  as  General  Griersou 
had  met  the  enemy  in  considerable  force,  and  was  then  ii'jhting.  After  the  column 
had  boon  in  motion  about  ton  minutes  one  of  Colonel  McSlillon's  staff  officers  came 
back  to  rao  with  the  following  order :  That  he  would  move,  with  his  escort,  at  a  gait 
he  thought  the  infantry  conld  keep  up  with,  but  if  I  found  it  was  too  much  for  them, 
and  that  they  could  not  stand  it,  to  send  him  word.  I  marched  at  this  gait  (which 
was  a  very  quick  march)  till  I  had  an  officer  of  my  staff  report  to  me  that  ftvo 
men  of  the  advance  regiment  had  fallen  down  and  were  apparently  sunstruck.  I 
immediately  sent  Captain  Woodruff,  of  my  staff,  to  Colonel  McMillen,  saying  that  it 
■was  perfectly  impossible  for  the  men  to  march  at  that  gait.  After  sending  Captain 
Woodruff  I  moderated  the  gait  of  the  column  until  I  came  to  a  small  stream,  where 
I  halted  I'or  five  minutes.  I  then  moved  forward  at  a  moderate  gait.  Shortly  after- 
ward I  received  a  iieromptory  order  from  Colonel  McMillen  to  move  forward  as 
rapidly  as  XJOssible ;  that  the  enemy  wore  gaining  ground.  I  then  increased  the  gait 
to  a  very  quick  march  till  within  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  cross-roads. 
I  then  received  an  order  from  Colonel  McMillen  in  person  to  move  forward  at  a 
double-quick,  which  was  done  and  kept  up  until  the  head  of  the  column  arrived  at 
the  cross-roads.  I  then  had  a  position  for  the  advance  regiment  assigned  to  it,  in 
which  position  I  saw  it  placed.  The  battery,  which  followed  the  advance  regiment, 
I  halted  as  they  came  to  the  cross-roads.  When  the  second  regiment  came  up  I 
placed  that  also  in  position,  according  to  orders.  The  battery  I  then  put  in  position, 
one  section  on  the  right  and  the  other  on  the  left  of  the  cross-roads.  The  other 
regiments  of  my  brigade  I  put  into  position  as  they  came  up,  according  to  orders  re- 
ceived direct  from  Colonel  McMillen.  The  left  of  my  line  rested  on  the  Baldwyn 
road,  my  regiments  being  in  the  following  order  from  left  to  right:  One  hundred 
and  thirteenth,  One  hundred  and  twentieth,  One  hundred  and  eighth.  Ninety-fifth, 
and  Eighty-first  Illinois.  The  right  of  the  line  extended  to  within  about  sixty  yards 
of  the  Guntown  road,  this  intervening  space  being  occupied  by  a  force  of  dismounted 
cavalry  belonging  to  Colonel  Wiuslow's  brigade.  As  each  regiment  was  placed  in 
position  I  gave  it  orders  to  deploy  skirmishers  forward  and  to  tool  of  the  enemy. 
They  formed  as  nearly  as  possible  a  continuous  skirmish  line.  This  was  about  a 
quarter  to  3  o'clock. 

Question.  When  you  formed  your  line  did  you  relieve  the  cavalry  or 
form  a  line  behind  them  ? 

Answer.  I  relieved  them  to  some  extent  on  my  right.  1  saw  no  cavalry  on  the 
left  of  ray  line. 

Question.  Describe  the  ground  on  which  your  line  was  formed  and 
the  ground  in  front  of  it,  so  far  as  you  could  see  it. 

Answer.  The  ground  on  which  the  line  was  formed  was  covered  with  very  thick 
timber,  with  quite  a  heavy  undergrowth.  On  advancing  personally  to  the  line  of  skir- 
mishers on  the  loft  of  the  line,  which  was  about  fifty  yards  in  advance  of  the  line  of 
battle,  I  could  see  still  farther  in  advance,  about  200  yards  as  I  should  judge,  what 
appeared  to  bo  an  opening,  or  at  least  a  less  dense  growth  of  timber.  I  at  Qiis  time 
saw  two  columns  of  the  enemy's  infantry  moving  along  my  left  and  toward  my 
rear.  I  at  once  went  back  to  the  cross-roads  and  ordered  one  section  of  the  battery 
to  commence  throwing  5-socond  shells  in  the  direction  in  which  I  had  seen  the 
enemy  moving.  I  then  found  that  General  Sturgis,  wlwmi  I  was  trying  to  find,  had 
gone  to  the  rear.  I  saw  his  adjutant-general,  Captain  Kawolle,  and  stated  to  him 
Avliat  I  had  seen  of  the  enemy's  movements.  I  also  told  him  that,  in  my  opinion,  the 
firing  on  the  right  of  the  line,  which  was  then  going  on,  was  merely  a  feint,  and  that 
the  main  object  of  the  enemy,  I  thought,  would  be  to  turn  onr  left  flank  and  get  into 
the  rear.  Captain  RawoUe  went  back  to  see, General  Sturgis,  and  he  (General  S.) 
scut  back  word  to  me  to  see  Colonel  McMillen  about  the  matter.  Shortly  afterward 
I  saw  Colonel  McMillen  and  stated  the  same  to  him.  Ho  seemed  to  disagree  with 
me  .as  to  the  fighting  on  the  right  of  the  line  being  a  feint.  Shortly  after  this  the 
skirmishers  were  driven  back  and  my  whole  line  became  engaged  with  the  enemy. 
I  should  judge  this  was  about  5  o'clock.  At  this  time  the  movement  on  the  loft  flank 
commenced,  when  I  ordered  the  battery  to  cut  their  shells  to  three  seconds.  The 
enemy  could  not  be  seen  from  the  battery,  which  was  posted  on  open  ground,  but 
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very  near  the  tim1)er;  neither  couhl  onr  own  troops  be  seen  from  the  battery.  The 
enemy  couhl  not  be  seen  .at  a  greater  distance  than  twenty  yards  from  our  line  or 
our  skirmishers,  owing  to  the  dense  growth  of  timber  and  underbrush.  My  line 
hehl  their  position  iintil  the  left  flank  was  turned,  when  the  regiment  on  the  ex- 
treme left  of  the  line  (One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois)  lost  quite  a  number  of 
prisoners.  The  entire  line  then  gradually  fell  back  to  the  cross-roads,  where  I  formed 
another  line  of  battle,  which  they  held  for  about  twenty  minutes.  At  this  time  I 
felt  confident  that  if  we  attempted  to  hold  this  second  line  any  longer  that  we 
would  bo  completely  cut  off,  as  tlie  enemy  at  tliattime  were  in  our  rear  in  consider- 
able numbers.  I  then  gave  the  order  to  fall  back,  which  was  done  for  about  half  a 
mile,  where  I  formed  the  third  line.  This  line  was  held  but  a  very  short  time,  prin- 
cipally on  account  of  the  lack  of  ammunition.  At  this  time  the  entire  train,  as  far 
as  I  could  see,  was  jammed  up ;  the  drivers  and  others  taking  the  mules  off  and 
leaving  the  wagons  and  everything  in  them.  I  saw  but  one  wagon  that  there  was 
any  attempt  made  to  destroy,  and  of  tliat  the  cover  was  the  only  part  that  was  burn- 
ing. This  third  line  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  advance  of  a  creek,  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  train  was  on  the  side  of  the  creek  nearest  the  cross-roads. 

Question.  After  informing  Colonel  McMillen  of  the  movement  you 
had  observed  toward  our  left  did  you  receive  any  further  orders  from 
him  or  from  General  Sturgis  ? 

Answer.  I  received  no  orders  Jifter  that  time  until  just  before  I  formed  the  third 
line  of  battle  of  my  brigade,  when  Colonel  McMillen  showed  me  the  position  he 
wished  me  to  take,  with  instructions  to  hold  it  as  long  as  possible.  I  received  no 
further  oi'ders  after  that  until  the  next  morning,  when  I  arrived  at  Ripley,  which 
was  about  6  a.  ui. 

Question.  At  the  time  your  first  line  fell  back  what  troops  were  formed 
on  your  right  and  left  ? 

Answer.  The  troops  of  the  First  Brigade  (Colonel  Wilkin's)  were  more  immediately 
on  my  right  and  left,  with  some  cavalry  also  on  my  right.  On  the  left  they  did  not 
closely  connect,  leaving  a  gap  where  the  enemy  entered  and  captured  some  prison- 
ers.   I  could  Hot  tell  how  close  a  connection  was  made  on  my  right. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  troops  on  your  right  and  left  fell 
back  before  or  after  your  line  did  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  the  troops  on  my  right  flank  fell  back  before  mine  did. 

Question.  Was  there  any  cavalry  fighting  in  front  of  your  line  at 
the  time  you  took  position  '? 

Answer.  There  was  not.  There  may  have  been  before  that.  AVlien  I  formed  my 
line  of  battle  I  posted  it  in  some  places  at  least  twenty  yards  in  advance  of  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  the  cavalry. 

Question.  When  you  formed  your  line  was  there  any  firing  on  your 
right  beyond  the  Guntown  road  ? 

Answer.  There  was  none  except  by  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  in  the  trees. 

The  Board  adjourned  at  (J  jj.  m.  to  meet  at  2  p.  m.  to-morrow. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  6,  1804 — 2  p.  m. 

The  Board  nu't  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present,  Brigadier-General  Buckland,  Colonel  Kai)pner,  and  the  re- 
corder. 

Present  also.  Col.  J.  B.  Moore,  Thirty-third  AVisconsin  Infantry  Vol- 
unteers, who  appeared  and,  having  been  duly  sworn,  took  his  seat  as  a 
member  by  virtue  of  the  following  order: 

Special  Oedees,  )    IIdqes.  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

No.  72.  J  Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  4,  1864. 

*        .        »  *  *  »  »  * 

X.  Col.  J.  B.  IMoore,  Thirty-third  Wisconsin  Infantry  Volunteers,  is 
hereby  detailed  as  member  of  Board  of  Investigation  convened  under 
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Special  Orders,  No.  63,  paragraph  VII,  current  series,  from  these  head- 
quarters, and  will  report  without  delay  to  the  president  of  the  Board. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Washburn  : 

W.  H.  MORGAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Col.  George  B.  Hoge — examination  continued. 

By  the  President  : 
Question.  What  was  the  state  of  the  weather  during  the  march  of 
the  expedition  1 

Answer.  It  rained  every  day  with  tbeexceptiou  o{  one  day,  ■\>liieli  was  Sunday, 
the  5tb.     On  tlie  lOtli  it  was  excessively  wann  and  oppressive. 

Question.  What  Avas  the  condition  of  your  men  when  tliey  went  into 
the  fight? 

Answer.  Jaded  and  forlorn;  exhausted.  I  never  saw  men  go  into  a  fight  in  hot- 
ter spirits  and  more  confident  of  the  result  than  they  did ;  hut  some  of  them  actually 
di'opjied  from  exhaustion  as  they  were  goinj;  in;  and  Avlien  put  in  ]>osition  some  of 
them  were  so  much  exhausted  that  they  Avere  unable  to  load  tlieir  pieces. 

(Question.  Did  your  meu  load  their  pieces  before  oi'  after  getting  into 
positicm? 

Answer.  We  were  halted  at  the  cross-roads  about  throe  minutes,  as  I  judged,  for 
the  purpose  of  loading.  Some  of  tlie  men  of  the  first  regiment  were  so  much  ex- 
hausted that  they  could  not  load,  and  being  then  ordered  to  hurry  them  into  posi- 
tion as  soon  as  possible,  I  placed  them  in  position  before  loading,  about  a  third  of 
theni  liaving  already  load(id.  Thesiicond  regiment  (the  One  Imiidred  and  twentieth) 
was  halted  at  tlio  cross-roads,  from  three  to  five  minutes,  to  load.  The  men  were  so 
much  exhausted  that  many  of  them  could  not  load.  General  Sturgis  and  Colonel 
McMilleu  were  so  very  urgent  that  the  regiment  should  be  in  position,  and  the  regi- 
mental <',onimander  not  being  at  the  right  of  his  regiment,  I  took  couimand  of  it 
myself,  brought  it  to  a  shoulder-arms  and  right-face,  and  utarted  to  marcli  it  into 
position  myself,  when  Colonel  McKeaig  came  to  the  right  and  took  his  regiment  into 
position  under  the  direction  of  one  of  Colonel  McMillen's  staff  officers.  Colonel  Mc- 
Alillen  having  ordered  me  to  return  hack  to  the  cross-roads  and  .attend  to  placing 
my  other  regiments  in  position.  My  entire  command,  except  the  Ninety-fifth 
Illinois,  seemed  to  be  about  equally  exhausted,  this  regiment  having  come  up  at 
a  more  moderate  gait,  still  all  suffering  more  or  loss  from  exhaustion. 

Question.  Had  any  of  your  regiments  loaded  their  pieces  before  reach- 
ing the  cross-roads? 

Answer.  None  of  them  had  done  so  as  .a  regiment  to  my  knowledge,  for  tliere  had 
been  no  such  order  given. 

Qiiestion.  What  proportion  of  your  men  fell  out  after  you  were  or- 
dered forwai'd  to  go  into  action? 

Answer.  I  think  at  least  20  per  cent. 

Question.  Did  the  whole  of  your  line  become  engaged  at  the  same 
time? 

Answer.  The  engagement  became  general  .along  the  whole  line  at  nearly  the  same 
time. 

Question.  After  the  fight  had  commenced  07i  your  line  did  you  see 
any  of  our  cavalry  on  your  left? 

Answer.  I  did  not.  They  might  have  becu  there,  as  I  could  not  se(!  far  for  the 
timber. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  effort  being  made  to  form  aline  on  the 
ridge,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  back  from  the  cross-roads? 
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Answer.  This  may  have  been  tlie  line  that  I  referred  to  yesterday  as  being  my 
third  line.  It  was  formed  this  side  the  creek,  and  this  side  of  where  part  of  the 
wagon  train  was  parked. 

Question.  Was  Colonel  McMillen  or  General  Sturgis,  eitlier  or  both 
of  them,  there? 

Answer.  Colonel  McMillen  was  there  when  I  commenced  to  form  the  line  accord- 
ing to  his  directions.     General  Sturgis  I  did  not  see. 

Question.  What  sort  of  a  position  was  that  to  form  a  line  of  hattlc? 

Answer.  The  position  I  consider  a  good  one  for  fighting  directly  in  front,  but  a 
very  difficult  position  in  which  to  protect  our  flanks. 

Question.  Was  it  any  wor.se  in  that  respeet  than  the  ]>osition  where 
yon  (lid  form  line  for  action'? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  but  at  th.at  place  they  had  already  got  on  our  left  flank  in 
force. 

Question.  How  far  was  this  ridge  where  you  formed  the  last  line  of 
battle  from  the  bridge  across  the  creek? 

Answer.  I  shonld  judge  it  was  from  150  to  200  yards. 

Question.  What  was  the  shape  of  the  ground  from  the  ridge  to  the 
creek,  and  was  it  timbered  or  open? 

Answer.  It  was  .a  gradual  slope  to  the  creek  and  open  for  some  little  distance  on 
each  side  of  the  road. 

Question.  Was  any  of  our  artillery  got  into  position  on  what  you  call 
the  third  line  of  battle? 

Answer.  There  was  not.  As  far  as  my  own  battery  was  concerned,  one  gun  and 
three  caissons  were  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  before  this  line  was  formed.  The 
three  other  guns  and  caisson  of  the  battery  could  not  have  been  placed  in  position 
without  endangering  their  capture  by  the  enemy. 

Question.  Did  the  enemy  use  any  artillery  during  the  action;  and,  if 
so,  at  what  time  and  place,  and  to  what  extent? 

Answer.  There  was  artillery  used  by  the  enemy.  The  first  firing  of  the  artillery 
of  the  enemy  commenced  about  the  time  the  engagement  commenced.  Along  the  line 
of  my  front,  I  should  think,  there  was  at  least  .a  full  battery  of  six  guns.  They 
Tised  shell  exclusively,  so  far  as  I  could  see.  They  followed  ns  up  with  artillery  for 
at  least  two  miles  after  leaving  the  cross-roads. 

Question.  Did  the  colored  troops  .take  their  turn  in  tlie  advance  of 
the  column  in  marching  out? 

Answer.  They  did. 

Question.  Prom  what  you  saw,  what  was  the  strengtli  of  the  enemy 
at  Brice's  Cross-Eoads? 

Answer.  I  should  think  the  force  of  the  enemy  engaged  was  from  9,000  to  11,000 
men,  including  all  arms. 

Question.  In  your  opinion,  was  the  retreat  proj)erly  conducted,  or  as 
well  as  it  might  have  been? 

Answer.  I  think  it  could  have  been  better  managed.  I  received  no  orders  after 
the  third  line  of  battle  was  formed  till  I  reached  Eiplcy,  at  6  o'clock  the  next 
morning,  when  I  searched  for  and  found  General  Sturgis  and  Colonel  McMillen, 
and  asked  them  for  orders.  I  found  them  sitting  under  a  tree  near  the  center  of  the 
town  of  Kipley.  At  this  time  the  infantrj'  were  coming  into  Ripley  in  a  very  dis- 
organized manner,  a  considerable  portion  of  them  having  thrown  away  their  arms 
and  equipments.  Colonel  McMillen  told  me  to  get  my  brigade  together  in  some 
open  space,  which  I  at  once  did  as  fast  as  they  came  in,  stationing  myself  and  three 
staff  officers  in  the  road.  I  moved  out,  according  to  instructions,  on  the  Salem 
toad.    Very  shortly  I  was  attacked  on  the  left  flank,  near  the  head  of  the  column, 
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by  the  onemy  in  force.  The  men  being  almost  entirely  out  of  ammunition  and  in  a 
very  exhausted  state  it  was  impossible  to  get  them  to  hold  their  ground  for  any 
length  of  time.    The  retreat  was  covered  by  the  caviilry  all  the  way  to  La  Fayette. 

Question.  What  tiiiie  did  you  reach  La  Fayette,  and  at  what  time 
Collierville,  on  the  retreat?  and  give  the  distance  traveled. 

Answer.  We  reached  La  Fayette  at  about  3  o'clock,  and  Collierville  at  about  7  or 
8  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  tlie  12th.  I  should  .judge  the  distance  to  be  .at  least  sev- 
enty miles  from  Ripley  to  La  Fayette.  The  battle-field  was  twenty  or  twenty -two 
miles  beyond  Ripley.  We  marched  all  night  of  the  11th,  and  I  think  about  the  last 
ten  miles  coming  into  La  Fayette  was  done  at  a  trot. 

Question.  How  many  rounds  of  ammunition  did  your  men  havewlien 
they  went  into  the  fight? 

Answer.  I  know  that  they  all  had  forty  rounds  of  ammunition  on  their  persons, 
for  I  had  caused  an  examination  that  morning  by  my  ordnance  officer,  and  had  all 
the  deficiencies  made  up. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  general  officer  or  brigade  or  regi- 
mental commander  having  been  intoxicated  at  any  time  after  the  expe- 
dition left  Memphis? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  ofScers  referred  tv  in  the  last  ques- 
tion drinking  intoxicating  liquors  on  the  day  of  the  fight? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  on  that  day  any  of  the  officers  above  mentioned  drinking 
any  liquors  whatever. 

Question.  What  was  the  extent  of  bad  road  across  the  Hatchie  bot- 
tom where  the  artillery  and  train  was  stuck  in  the  mud  ? 

Answer.  About  200  feet,  I  should  judge.     The  road  there  was  very  bad. 

Question.  What  was  done  toward  repairing  this  bad  place  in  the  road 
when  you  crossed  it  going  out? 

Answer.  When  we  first  reached  this  place  it  was  not  p.assable  .at  all  for  trains  or 
artillery.  Colonel  McMillen's  pioneer  corps  repaired  the  road  so  that  the  train  and  the 
artillery  could  pass. 

At  5  o'clock  and  15  minutes  the  Board  adjourned  until  2  p.  in.  to- 
morrow. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  7, 1864 — 3  p.  m. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present,  Brigadier-General  Buckland,  Col.  J.  B.  Moore,  and  the 
recorder. 

Absent,  Colonel  Kappner,  sick,  and  excused  from  appearing  by  the 
Board. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  read  and  approve*!. 

Col.  D.  C.  Thomas  duly  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  President  : 

Question.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment.  How  long  have  jou 
been  in  the  service,  and  what  position  did  you  hold  on  the  late  expedi- 
tion? 

Answer.  DeWitt  C.  Thom.as;  colonel  Ninety-third  Indiana  Infantry  Volunteers; 
I  have  been  in  the  service  a  few  days  over  three  years ;  I  commanded  my  regiment 
a  Large  portion  of  the  time  on  the  l.ate  expedition.  On  the  retreat  from  Ripley  to 
Collierville  I  commanded  the  largest  part  of  the  First  Brigade,  that  part  which 
came  in  on  the  Salem  road. 
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Question.  In  your  opinion,  were  there  any  unnecessary  delays  on  tbe 
inarch  of  the  expedition  from  the  railroad  near  La  Payette  to  Eipley? 

Answer.  I  only  recollect  of  one  that  I  thought  was  unnecessary.  This  was  at  La- 
mar on  the  second  day  out  from  La  Fayette.  We  staid  there  one  whole  day.  This 
day  the  weather  was  clear  all  day.  A  portion  of  the  train  did  not  arrive  until  7 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  this  day,  having  camped  the  night  before  some  two  or 
three  miles  hack. 

Question.  After  leaving  Kipley,  was  there  much  diificmlty  in  getting 
the  trains  along  at  any  place,  except  Hatchie  bottom? 

An.swer.  There  was  one  other  place,  about  fonr  miles  beyond  Ki]>ley,  where  the 
road  crossed  a  creek,  over  which  the  crossing  was  very  bad,  where  we  were  delayed 
some  three  or  four  hours  on  the  second  day  out  from  Ripley.  This  had  place  was 
aliont  oue  mile  beyoud  our  camp  of  the  i>revious  night  and  about  eleveu  miles  from 
the  Hatchie  bottcmi. 

Question.  Wa.s  anything  done  toward  repairing  this  bad  jdace  before 
the  column  reached  it? 

Answer.  There  was  some  dirt  and  brush  thrown  in,  which  made  the  road  worse 
than  it  was  before.  We  were  delayed  there  three  or  four  hours  until  some  plank 
were  procured  and  the  bridge  recovered. 

Question.  How  far  was  your  camp  of  that  night  (the  9th)  from  the 
Hatchie  bottom  ? 

Auswer.  It  was  about  two  miles  this  side.  We  got  into  camp  pretty  late  that 
night. 

Question.  What  time  did  you  march  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  1 

Answer.  We  started  .about  6  o'clock. 

Question.  What  was  the  extent  of  very  bad  road  in  the  Hatchie 
bottom? 

Answer.  It  was  a  quarter  of  a  mile  oi'er  the  worst  part  of  the  road ;  seventy  or 
eighty  rods,  as  near  as  I  conld  jndge. 

Question.  Was  this  a  continuous  mud-hole,  or  was  it  broken  ? 

Answer.  It  appeared  to  be  a  sort  of  a  quicksand,  with  soft  places  where  the  mud 
was  deeper  and  softer  than  in  others.  I  judge  of  the  length  of  this  bad  road  from 
the  fact  that  on  the  retreat  therewere  two  pieces  of  artillery,  two  caissons,  four  am- 
bulances, and,  I  think,  an  army  wagon,  with  their  teams  all  stuck  in  this  bottom, 
and  they  did  not  extend  halfway  across  it. 

Question.  Was  the  column  delayed  in  crossing  the  Hat«hie  bottom? 

Answer.  It  was  not,  though  I  learned  afterw.ard  that  the  train  had  an  awful  time 
getting  through  there. 

Question.  Had  anything  been  done  toward  improving  this  piece  of 
road  when  you  passed  it? 

Answer.  There  were  a  iew  brusli  in  one  place,  and  that  is  all  I  noticed.  No  oue 
was  working  there  then. 

Question.  What  is  tlie  distance  from  the  camp  at  Stubbs'  to  Brice's 
Cross-Roads? 

Answer.  I  call  it  between  eleven  and  twelve  miles.  Mr.  Stubbs  told  me,  as  we  re- 
turned, that  it  was  thirteen  miles. 

Question.  Where  Avere  you  when  you  first  received  orders  to  advance 
and  go  into  action  ? 

Answer.  Some  two  or  two  and  a  half  miles  this  side  from  the  cross-roads. 

Question.  How  long  had  your  regiment  then  marched  without  rest- 
ing? 

AnsAver.  We  had  marched  about  one  mile  and  a  half — about.au  hour's  time.  We 
were  marching  slow  on  ac<:ount  of  the  lusat. 
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Question.  Did  you  halt  after  that  before  going  into  battle'? 

Answer.  We  halted  once  about  100  yards  this  side  of  the  cross-roads  for  the  men 
to  examine  their  pieces  and  load.  We  halted  about  five  minutes  at  that  time.  The 
men  Averc  very  much  exhausted.  One  officer  of  ray  regiment  was  sunstruck  while 
standing  there,  and  from  the  remarks  of  my  officers  at  least  forty  men  must  have 
fallen  out  from  exhaustion  before  reaching  there.  At  the  time  we  were  ordered  for- 
ward Captain  Buckland,  of  Colonel  McMillen's  staff',  ordercsd  me  to  move  forward  at 
a  double-iiiiicU,  as  onr  advance  had  been  attacked  by  tlio  enemy  and  their  left  had 
)>een  turned.  I  ordered  our  men  to  take  a  long,  qui<d5  step  in  order  to  keep  up  with 
the  regiment  next  in  advance.  To  do  t)ii.s  the  left  of  my  regiment  was  obliged  to 
move  at  a  donlde-quick. 

Question.  State  the  orders  you  received  and  what  occurred  after 
that? 

Answ<>r.  I  followed  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois  u])  to  the  cross-roads, 
but  did  not  receive  any  orders  till  reaching  there,  when  Colonel  McMillen  met  me 
and  assigned  my  regiment  to  a  position  directly  on  the  right  of  the  Guutown  road, 
my  left  resting  on  tlie  road  about  300  yards  in  advance  of  the  cross-roads.  I  occupied 
the  extreme  right  of  the  infantry  line.  I  relieved  tlie  Third  Iowa  Cavalry.  Colonel 
Noble,  of  the  Third  Iowa,  remarked  as  he  passed  out  tliat  he  had  received  no  fire 
there  at  all,  but  that  I  would  have  a  hot  time  of  it  pretty  soon.  AVe  threw  out  tliree 
companies  of  skirmishers,  two  forward  aud  one  to  tlie  right.  In  a  few  minutes  my 
company  of  skirmishers  on  the  left  was  pressed  so  iiard  that  they  fell  back  to  the 
line.  I  then  discovered  that  the  enemy  were  working  around  to  my  left.  I  sent  my 
ad.jntant  to  observe  the  distance  between  me  and  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth 
Illinois.  He  reported  it  to  be  150  yards.  About  fifteen  minutes  after  getting  into 
jiosi  tion  I  discovered  the  enemy  advancing  in  solid  line  directly  upon  me,  overlapping 
my  line  considerably  at  each  end,  and  driving  back  my  skirmishers  and  partly  turn- 
ing my  right.  First  I  was  in  doiibt  as  to  whether  they  were  the  ivnemy  or  not,  from 
hearing  my  lieutenant-colonel  order  the  men  not  to  fire  as  they  were  onr  own  men,  and 
because  tlie  majority  of  them  wore  blue  coats  and  pants.  My  first  impression  was 
that  they  were  some  of  our  own  cavalry,  and  in  conse<|uence  they  had  opeiUMl  fire  and 
given  us  a  volley  before  I  knew  who  they  were.  My  lieut<'iiant-c(ilon(d  was  mortally 
wounded  and  my  adjutant  killed  at  this  time,  and  my  other  losses  Avero  heavy.  I 
immediately  opened  fire  and  drove  the  enemy  back  a  little,  Imt  they  were  tnruiug 
my  right  and  left  flanks  so  that  I  was  obliged  to  retire,  each  wing  forming  a  convex 
line.  I  then  fell  back  in  line  fighting  for  fifty  yards,  and  reformed  my  line.  I 
charged  on  the  enemy,  and  they  drove  me  back.  I  fidl  back  gradually  to  the  cross- 
roads, figlitingall  the  while,  and  having  to  reform  my  line  eleven  times,  as  the  enemy, 
having  a  longer  line,  was  continually  turning  both  my  flanks.  At  the  cross-roads  the 
Ninth  Minnesota  came  to  my  assistance  on  my  right,  and  together  we  drove  the  enemy 
back  till  I  had  regained  my  original  position.  The  enemy  then  fell  back  and  I  saw 
nothing  of  them  in  my  front  for  a  few  minutes.  I  staid  there  a  quarter  of  an  honr, 
resting  my  men .  I  was  then  ordered  back,  I  should  say,  at  about  i  o'clock,  to  take  a 
jiositiou  <in  the  left  and  rear  of  the  Second  Brigade,  on  the  left  of  the  main  road 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  back  from  the  cross-roads.  I  was  then  attacked  in  force, 
and  was  ordered  to  fall  back  to  the  rear  of  the  fence  at  the  road.  At  this  time  the 
Ninety-fifth  Ohio  was  there;  also  a  detachment  of  the  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry,  dis- 
mounted. AVhile  we  were  in  that  position  we  Avere  attacked  and  drove  them  back. 
At  this  time  Adjutant  Abel,  of  Colonel  McMillen's  staff,  ordered  me  to  fall  back  in  as 
good  order  as  possible,  the  enemy  then  coming  in  on  our  rear  from  the  right.  The  road 
approaching  Brice's  Cross-Roads  bears  nearly  to  the  east  until  it  crosses  the  creek, 
and  just  beyond  it  it  turns  toward  the  south,  so  that  the  enemy  threatened  to  cut  off 
our  retreat  by  coming  in  on  our  right.  I  retired  across  the  field  and  over  the  bottom, 
across  the  inside  of  the  angle  made  by  the  road  (it  was  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile),  till  I  struck  the  road  again  on  a  little  ridge  this  side  of  the  creek,  where  I 
found  a  colored  regiment  in  position. 

The  Board  adjourned  at  6  p.  in.  to  meet  at  2  p.  m.  to-morrow. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  S,  iSni — 2  p.  m. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present,  the  members  of  the  Board  and  the  recorder. 
Examination  of  Col.  D.  C.  Thomas  ccmtinued. 
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By  the  President  : 

Question.  Did  you  form  a  line  on  tliat  ridge? 

Answ«5i-.  No,  sir  ;■  we  did  not.  Wc  formed  a  line  three-quarters  of  a  mile  this  side  of 
there,  on  the  ridj;e  to  the  left  of  the  ■white  house.  I  do  not  know  by  whose  direc- 
tions. Colonel  Wilkin  was  the  first  I  noticed  forming  there.  It  was  formed  by  the 
First  Brigade. 

Question.  How  soon  after  you  arrived  there  were  you  atta<?ked  by 
the  enemy? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  it  was  over  three  minutes. 

Question.  How  much  of  a  stand  did  yoii  make  there? 

Answer.  We  staid  there  about  half  an  hour.  Some  of  my  drummer  boys  were 
burning  wagons  and  cutting  loose  the  mules  at  that  place.  One  section  of  Mueller's 
battery  was  in  position  there  on  the  right  by  the  white  house,  sniiported  by  the  Sev- 
enty-second Ohio.  We  were  fighting  nearly  all  of  the  time  we  Avere  there.  We  were 
again  flanked  by  the  enemy,  both  right  and  left. 

Question.  When  you  retired  from  that  position  did  you  do  so  with  or 
without  orders? 

Answer.  We  retired  without  orders,  and  there  were  no  commanding  officers  in 
sight  to  give  us  orders. 

Question.  At  the  time  you  fell  back  from  that  iJo.sition  Avhere  were 
tlie  colored  troops? 

Answer.  These  troops  were  falling  back  at  the  time  I  saw  them.  Getting  back  at 
this  time  was  a  regular  stampede;  there  appeared  to  be  no  system  about  it  at  all. 
Up  to  this  time  the  troops  had  been  kept  in  pretty  good  order. 

Question.  Was  there  any  cavalry  in  line  on  the  flanks  when  you  Avere 
in  this  last  position? 

Answer.  There  were  none ;  Icouldhaveseen  them  ifthey  had  been  very  near.  Back 
of  where  our  line  was  formed  was  open  ground. 

Question.  When  you  were  flanked  by  the  enemy  at  this  position  did 
they  also  come  nj)  in  force  in  the  center? 

Answer.  They  did,  but  not  in  such  force  as  on  the  flanks.  I  think  we  could  have 
held  this  last  position  if  we  could  have  been  supported  on  the  flanks. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  other  stand  between  that  point  and 
Eipley? 

Answer.  My  regiment  did  not. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  was  possible  to  have  got  the  artillery  and 
train  through  the  Hat(;liie  bottom? 

Answer.  It  would  have  been  impossible  without  cutting  a  new  roa<l.  I  think  a 
new  road  might  have  been  cut.  A  citizen  acquainted  with  that  locality,  who  is  now 
acting  as  a  guide  for  Major-Gencral  Smith  on  his  present  expedition,  informed  me  since 
we  returned  that  there  was  another  and  a  better  road  crossing  the  creek  a  few  rods 
above  where  w^e  crossed. 

Question.  How  many  rounds  of  ammunition  did  your  men  have  when 
they  went  into  the  fight? 

Answer.  They  had  forty-five  rounds.  When  I  started  from  Memphis  we  had  fifty 
rounds.  On  the  morning  of  the  10th  a  citizen.  General  Sturgis'  guide,  remarked  to 
me,  in  a  laughing  manner,  that  we  would  smell  a  figlit  before  night,  as  the  enemy  were 
in  strong  force  in  our  front.  Shortly  after,  I  asked  General  Sturgis  if  there  was  any 
enemy  in  our  front,  when  he  replied  there  was  not  any  in  front.  I,  however,  had  time 
that  morning  to  have  the  cartridge-boxes  inspected,  and  I  ascertained  from  that  that 
my  men  had  forty-five  rounds. 

Question.  State  what  you  learned  from  the  people  on  the  road  in  re- 
gard to  the  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy  ? 
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Answer.  At  Ripley,  goinft  out,  a  lady  whom  I  took  to  be  a  very  intelligent  person, 
Mrs.  Faulkner,  wife  of  Colonel  Faulkner,  of  the  rebel  service,  informed  me,  in  a 
laughing  manner,  in  answer  to  my  question  as  to  where  Forrest  was,  that  Forrest 
had  gone  away  from  thcr.e  with  two  divisions  to  re-enforce  Johnston,  but  had  re- 
turned again  and  that  we  wonld  have  plenty  to  do  in  a  few  days.  I  asked  her  if 
she  knew  of  the  number  of  men  that  Forrest  had,  and  she  said  he  had  some  28,000. 
On  my  return  she  had  breakfast  prepared,  and  she  called  me  in  and  I  took  breakfast 
with  her.     She  wanted  to  know  if  1  did  not  find  her  words  very  nearly  correct. 

Question.  Did  you  inform  General  Sturgis  of  this  matter  ? 

Answer.  I  did,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  that  I  heard  it.  He  .and  I  both 
treated  the  matter  lightly. 

Question.  What  efforts  were  made,  if  any,  to  procure  forage  during 
the  expedition? 

Answer.  I  never  knew  of  any  arrangements  being  made  about  forage.  What  for- 
age we  got  was  picked  up  by  the  drivers  of  the  teams,  and  the  quartermaster-ser- 
geant. When  we  abandoned  our  teams,  there  was  in  our  wagons  enough  forage  to 
feed  our  horses  two  nights.  At  the  white  house,  two  miles  this  side  of  the  battle- 
ground, I  saw  plenty  of  forage.  There  was  plenty  also  at  Stubbs' ;  old  com,  and 
blades  of  fodder.  Between  Ripley  and  La  Fayette  there  was  no  forage.  There  ap- 
peared to  be  plenty  between  Ripley  and  the  cross-roads.  * 

Question.  State  any  facts  not  already  stated,  which  in  your  opinion 
had  an  influence  in  causing  the  disaster  at  Brice's  Cross-Eoads. 

Answer.  I  think  the  commencement  of  the  disaster  was  caused  by  the  men  being 
so  much  exhausted.  In  the  second  place,  by  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
expedition  leaving  the  field  without  giving  any  instructions  to  brigade  and  reg- 
imental commanders.  Third,  if  on  falling  back  the  infantry  had  all  been  notified  to 
form  line  at  the  first  fi-ame  house  this  side  of  the  cross-roads,  and  if  the  cavalry  had 
been  halted  and  used  upon  the  flanks,  there  would  have  been  an  opportunity  of 
saving  a  portion  of  the  ammunition,  andgivingthe  train  time  to  retreat.  This  line 
oojild  have  been  held  till  dark.  The  infantry  lost  a  great  many  prisoners,  because 
they  were  in  the  rear,  without  any  ammunition,  from  Ripley,  coming  this  way.  The 
cavalry  were  engaged  at  Ripley,  which  protected  the  retreat  of  the  infantry  for  about 
a  mile  from  there.  The  cavalry  were  then  driven  by  the  enemy,  and  went  to  the 
front  of  the  infantry.  In  consequence  of  this  the  rebels  charged  in  on  my  command, 
which  was  a  part  of  the  First  Brigade,  and  the  men  being  very  much  exhausted  and 
out  of  ammunition,  I  lost  a  great  many  prisoners.  I  then  requested  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Noble,  of  the  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  to  station  his  companies  in  such  manner 
as  to  protect  my  rear,  which  he  accordingly  did,  and  I  went  and  reported  this  mat- 
ter to  General  Sturgis.  I  asked  him  who  had  command  of  the  cavalry  that  was  pro- 
tecting the  rear  ?  He  answered  that  it  didn't  make  much  difference ;  there  would 
be  .a  hell  of  a  stampede  soon,  or  words  to  that  effect.  I  replied  that  there  was  no 
necessity  of  a  stampede ;  that  J  had  taken  the  responsibility  of  ordering  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Noble,  with  the  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  to  protect  the  rear,  which  he'was  then 
doing.  General  Sturgis  remarked  that  I  must  be  mistaken,  as  the  Third  Iowa  was  in 
the  front.  I  assured  him  to  the  contrary,  as  I  had  just  placed  them  in  the  rear.  He 
then  informed  me  that  Colonel  Winslow  had  charge  of  the  rear,  and  he  sent  for  him, 
again  assuring  me  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  do  anything;  that  there  would  be  a 
hell  of  a  stampede,  and  every  man  would  have  to  take  care  of  himself.  While  his 
messenger  was  gone  for  Colonel  Winslow,  he  said,  "  Colonel,  you  have  no  command, 
and  I  have  no  command;  I  propose  that  we  take  the  Nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry, and  take  some  by-road  and  make  our  escape."  Colonels  McMillen,  Hoge,  .ind 
Boiiton  were  there ;  also  Lientenant-Coloncl  Eaton.  General  Sturgis  asked  Colonel 
McMillen  what  lie  thought  about  it ;  to  which  he  replied,  that  he  was  willing  to  do 
whatever  I  said.  I  told  him  that  I  didn't  consider  there  was  any  danger  of  a  stam- 
pede if  the  matter  was  properly  managed,  and  expressed  my  determination  to  stay 
with  my  men.  When  Colonel  Winslow  reported.  General  Sturgis  said  to  him,  "I 
thouglit  you  were  in  charge  of  the  rear,"  to  which  he  replied,  that  he  had  been 
the  night  before,  but  didn't  understand  that  he  was  to  be  that  day.  General  Sturgis 
then  asked  him  if  any  of  the  cavalry  had  ammunition ;  to  which  he  replied,  that 
the  Second  New  Jersey  and  a  part  of  the  Ninth  Illinois  had.  General  Sturgis  then 
told  him  to  place  those  regiments  in  the  rear,  which  was  done,  and  Colonel  Karg^'s 
Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry  took  charge  of  the  rear.  After  that  we  had  no  trouble 
to  speak  of,  nor  any  danger  of  a  stampede. 
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Question.  At  what  time  were  the  men  placed  on  short  rations,  and 
what  measures  were  taken  to  procure  a  supply  of  meat  or  other  pro- 
visions? 

Answer.  Ou  tbo  Tth  of  the  month,  at  Ripley,  the  rations  were  retluced  to  one-half 
rations  of  bread  and  one-quarter  r.atious  of  meat.  The  brigade  eoiiimauders  org.an- 
i  zed  foraging  p.artiea.  Tlie  foraging  party  of  our  brigade  (the  First)  secured  some 
eight  or  nine  beef-cattle;  among  them  three  or  four  large  steers.  CiUzoiis  Avho 
owned  the  cattle  made  application  to  have  them  released.  General  Sturgis  released 
tlie  cattle.  After  that,  General  Sturgis  i.ssned  oiders  that  tlierc  sliouhl  lie  no  for- 
aging. If  any  man  was  caught  foraging  his  colonel  or  commanding  ofticer  should 
be  held  responsible,  and  would  be  reported  to  Washington  for  dismissal.  This 
order  was  issued  on  the  morning  of  the  8th. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  general  officer  or  brigade  commander 
having  been  intoxicated  at  any  time  during  tlie  expedition? 

Answer.  Not  after  we  left  La  Fayette. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  above-named  officers  drink  any 
intoxicating  liquors  on  the  day  of  the  battle? 

Answer.  I  saw  General  Sturgis  and  Colonel  McMillen  take  a  drink  of  whisky  before 
breakfast.     I  saw  no  other  instances  during  the  day. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  officers  above  referred  to  intoxi- 
cated at  La  Fayette  or  before  reaching  there?  and  if  so,  name  them. 

Answer.  I  saw  one  officer  whom  I  thought  was  intoxicated  at  the  point  where  we 
disembarked  from  the  cars.  This  was  Goloncl  McMillen.  lie  wastlieu  commanding 
the  First  Brigade,  to  which  my  regiment  was  attached. 

Question.  To  what  degree  was  ho  intoxicated,  and  was  it  so  as  to 
unfit  him  for  duty? 

Answer.  He  was  so  mnch  so  that  to  prevent  exposure  I  got  his  aides-de-camp  to 
get  him  to  a  house  and  place  him  in  bed  that  night,  and  I  took  command  of  the 
brigade  nntil  the  next  morning. 

Question.  While  Colonel  McMillen  was  in  this  condition  was  he  in  a 
position  to  be  observed  by  other  officers  and  the  men  of  the  command? 

Answer.  He  was,  at  one  time.  In  attempting  to  get  from  the  cars  lie  fell  to  the 
ground  and  had  to  be  assisted  to  rise. 

At  G  p.  m.  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  j).  m.  to-morrow. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  9, 18G4 — 2  p.  m. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjouniment. 
Present,  all  the  members,  together  with  the  recorder. 
The  minutes  of  the  preceding  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Lieutenant-tJolonel  King  duly  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  President  : 

Question.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment.  How  long  have  you 
been  in  the  service,  and  what  ]>osition  did  you  occupy  on  the  late  ex- 
pedition under  General  Sturgis? 

Answer.  John  F.  King ;  lieutenant-colonel  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois 
Infantry  Volunteers;  I  have  been  in  the  service  since  September,  1862;  on  the  late 
expedition  1  commanded  my  regiment. 

Question.  In  your  opinion  were  there  any  unnecessary  delays  on  the 
march  of  the  expedition? 

Answer.  From  the  information  I.  gained  from  those  connected  with  the  train,  I 
think  the  expedition  could  have  reached  Brice's  Cross-Eoads  two  days  sooner  than 
jt  did,  if  we  had  been  supplied  with  forage. 
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Question.  State  wliat  you  know  in  regard  to  tlie  sujiiily  of  forage  for 
the  expedition. 

Answer.  All  I  know  is  from  the  complaints  I  heard  made.  Captaiu  Kitch,  com- 
mimdinj;  IJattery  K,  First  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  told  uie  at  Kiple.v,  on  the  morning 
of  the  8th,  that  his  animals  conld  not  f{0  on  without  forage  I  also  heard  Captain 
Jlncllcr,  of  Mni'Ucr's  battery,  make  similar  complaints  at  the  same  time  and  ])]ace.  I 
saw  bnt  very  little  forage  along  the  road.  I  saw  some  growing  corn  and  wheat  along 
the  road,  bnt  not  much.  Forage  for  my  teams  was  obtained  l>y  my  q^nartermastcr 
sending  a  man  ont  to  pick  np  a  sack  of  corn  occasionally.  This  I  said  nothing  about, 
for  I  understood  it  to  be  in  violation  of  General  Sturgis'  orders. 

Question..  State  at  wliat  time  you  marched  on  the  morning  of  thelOtli 
of  June,  and  give  the  incidents  of  that  day's  march. 

Answer.  I  moved  out  from  Stubbs'  plantation  about  8  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I 
was  attached  to  the  First  Brigade.  The  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  had  the  right  of  the  bri- 
gade. Captain  Fitch's  battery  with  four  guns  was  next,  and  Captain  Mn(sller's  bat- 
tery with  two  guns  next,  and  I  followed  the  batteries.  The  rest  of  the  brigade  was 
in  this  order:  Ninety-third  Indiana,  Ninth  Minnesota,  Sevent.y-8econd  Ohio.  When 
we  reached  the  white  house  belonging  to  Doctor  Ames  (which  I  think  was  about 
three  miles  from  Brice'sCross-Roads)  we  then  received  orders.  Captain  Buckland,  of 
Colonel  McMillen's  staff,  told  me  that  they  were  fighting  in  front,  and  said  that  Colonel 
McMillcn  would  give  a  hundred  dollars  to  have  his  brigade  up  there,  and  ordered  mo 
to  keep  well  closed  up  to  the  battery.  My  regiment  being  a  little  behind  I  ordered 
them  to  double-quick,  which  they  did  for  about  300  yards  at  that  time.  I  kept  on  to 
the  battle-ground,  marching  in  qjiick  time  and  double-quick  in  about  equal  proportion. 
While  marching  from  Ames'  to  Briic's  Cross-Koads,  I  saw  a  groat  many  men  who  had 
fallen  out  by  the  way  on  account  oftheheat.  Many  of  them  said  that  they  belonged 
to  Colonel  Hoge's  brigade.  When  I  formedmyfirst  lineof  battle,  I  think  100  men  had 
fallen  out,  over  one-quarter  of  my  command.  I  halted  at  the  cross-roads  not  over 
two  minutes,  and  halted  again  about  100  yards  beyond  there  on  the  Guntown  road, 
jn»t  long  enough  to  form  line,  and  then  went  right  into  the  position  assigned  me  by 
Colonel  McMillen.  My  men  had  loaded  about  half  a  mile  back  from  tlie  cross-roads. 
The  position  assigned  me  was  to  the  left  of  the  Guntown  road  and  about  300  yards 
in  advance  of  the  cross-roads,  my  right  resting  about  1.50  yards  from  the  Guntown 
road  and  my  line  running  parallel  to  the  Baldwyn  road.  On  the  left  I  could  sec  no 
troops.  Tlie  brush  was  very  thick  where  my  line  was  formed,  and  on  all  sides  of  us. 
I  relieved  a  line  of  dismounted  cavalry.  I  don't  know  what  troops  they  were.  I 
advanced  my  line  about  lift.y  yards  beyond  where  they  were.  As  I  was  going  into 
this  position,  Colonel  McMillen  informed  niethat  there  were  two  lines  of  our  troops 
in  my  front,  and  instructed  me  to  be  careful  about  firing  on  that  account.  I  relieved, 
as  I  understood  it,  one  of  those  lines.  I  was  informed  at  this  time  by  a  cavalry  stait' 
offici.'r  that  there  was  a  line  of  skirmishers  in  my  front,  and  he  also  told  jno  to  be  careful 
about  firing.  1  gave  instructions  to  all  my  line  not  to  fire,  as  we  had  skirmishers  in 
front.  At  this  time  I  heard  several  of  my  men  say  that  they  were  so  much  cxhansted 
that  they  conld  not  load.  It  turned  out  that  there  was  no  lino  of  skirmisliers  in  front. 
While  in  tliat  position  my  officers  and  myself  could  occasionally  see  men  moving  in 
our  front,  some  of  them  dressed  in  blue  clothes  and  some  in  bntternut.  Some  of  my 
officers  and  men  persisted  in  wanting  to  fire,  saying  tliat  if  they  were  our  men  they 
had  no  business  to  be  wearing  butternut  (slothes.  Some  of  my  men  did  fire,  in  vio- 
lation of  orders,  but  only  a  few  shots.  In  a  few  minutes  a  rebel  line  advanced  in 
plain  sight,  and  I  then  opened  fire.  At  the  same  time  they  opened  heavily  on  us. 
The  firing  between  the  two  lines  continued  as  much  as  t(!n  or  twelve  rounds,  and  I 
had  a  number  of  men  woiiuded,  and  some  killed.  The  enemy  then  fell  back.  They 
advanced  again,  and  I  repulsed  them  the  S(!(ou<l  time.  Soon  after  this  they  com- 
menced to  flank  me  on  tlio  right,  so  I  swung  back  the  right,  ami  gave  them  a  volley 
Avhich  repulsed  them.  They  then  connrieuced  to  turn  the  left;  the  firing  commenced 
again  on  my  right  and  in  my  rear.  I  then  gave  the  order  to  fall  l)ack,  and  we  formed 
a°sccoud  line.  The  firuig  was  still  coming  in  on  my  flanks,  and  I  fell  back  again, 
firin"-  occasionally  until  we  got  to  the  cross-roads.  At  this  time  my  men  were  m 
cons?derablo  confusion  and  very  much  exhausted.  I  here  formed  about  thirty  yards 
in  front  of  the  artillery,  which  Avas  in  position,  by  Colonel  McMillen's  orders. 
When  I  formed  there  there  were  quite  a  number  of  troops  on  my  left.  A  number  of 
the  nu!U  told  nie  that  they  belonged  to  the  Eighty-first  Illinois.  The  artillery  was 
in  position  jn.st  in  rear  of  the  B.aldwyn  roiul;  I  tliink  there  were  two  sections;  one 
piece  was  tiring  down  the  Guntr)wn  road.  My  regiment  extended  across  the  Gun- 
town road  ami  in  front  of  a  gnu,  so  that  I  bad  to  break  files  on  the  right  each  time 
that  the  gnn  was  fired.  After  they  had  fired  a  few  rounds  the  Ninety-third  Indiana 
fell  back  and  took  a  ])csition  on  niv  right,  and  were  immediately  moved  by  the  flank 
to  the  left  and  rear  of  Brice's  house.     After  this  time  I  received  no  orders.    The 
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artillery  limbered  to  the  rear;  I  do  uot  know  by  whose  orders.  One  section  of 
what  I  supposed  to  be  Captain  Chapman's  battery  moved  off  to  my  right  and  down 
the  Pontotoc  road.  The  troops  at  this  time  all  seemed  to  be  falliug  back.  I  fell 
back  to  the  right  of  the  Guntown  road,  in  order  to  protect  this  section  of  artillery. 
I  formed  my  regiment  about  sixty  yards  to  the  right  of  the  Guntown  road  and  in  rear 
of  the  Pontotoc  road  and  my  right  resting  on  the  latter.  The  enemy  Avere  then 
coming  inline  by  Brice's  honso,  skirmishers  iu  advance,  in  superior  numbers  to  mine. 
All  of  the  rest  of  our  troop.s  had  fallen  back,  from  all  that  I  could  see.  I  there  gave 
the  enemy  two  or  three  rounds.  1  again  fell  back  some  sixty  yards  and  formed, 
my  right  resting  some  100  yards  in  rear  of  the  Pontotoc  road.  I  fired  probably  a 
couple  of  rounds,  and  I  again  fell  back  some  eighty  or  ninety  yards  and  was  in  the  act 
of  forming  again  my  sixth  line,  when  Cajjtain  Johnson  said  to  nic,  "  If  we  remain  here 
five  minutes  longer  wo  are  all  gone  up."  I  then  moved  by  the  loft  Hank  behind  a 
rail  fence,  thickly  interspersed  with  vines,  bushes,  &o.,  iu  the  nearest  direction  to 
the  Ripley  road,  crossing  the  Tishomingo,  west  of  the  bridge.  I  fell  back  within 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Ames'.  I  there  struck  the  main  column  as  it  was  falling  back. 
I  moved  down-to  the  road  and  there  saw  General  Sturgis,  Colonel  McMillen,  and 
Colonel  Wilkin.  I  here  received  orders  from  Colonel  Wjlkin  to  form  on  the  left  of 
the  Ninth  Minnesota,  it  forming  east  of  the  road,  its  right  resting  on  the  road.  Wo 
held  this  new  position  until  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back.  We  fell  back  from  300  to 
500  yards,  and  formed  again  to  the  west  of  the  road  immediately  in  the  edge  of  the 
timber,  there  being  an  open  field  in  our  front.  The  colored  troops  formed  in  our 
front  in  the  open  field  were  very  heavily  pressed.  The  colored  troops  fell  back  to  our 
rear.  We  repulsed  the  enemy,  and  held  this  jjosition  some  fifteen  minutes.  It  was 
then  after  sundown.  At  the  time  I  saw  General  Sturgis,  Colonel  McMillen,  and 
Colonel  Wilkin  together  at  the  white  house,  Colonel  McMillen  told  Colonel  Wilkin 
to  hold  the  rear  until  it  got  dusk,  and  he  would  go  ahead  and  reorganize  and  form 
a  line  on  a  chosen  position  to  protect  us.  By  order  of  Colonel  Wilkin  we  then 
moved  to  the  Hatchie  Swamp.  Finding  the  road  blockaded  with  artillery,  ambu- 
lances, and  wagons  stuck  in  the  mud,  and  receiving  no  orders  in  regard  to  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  train,  we  remained  here  until  between  12  and  1  o'clock  at  night,  when 
the  artillery,  ambulances,  and  train  were  abandoned,  by  whose  orders  I  know  uot. 
Colonel  Wilkin  heard  of  a  ridge  road,  a  better  and  shorter  road  to  Rii)ley,  and  we 
started  in  on  it  about  600  yards  the  other  side  of  the  Hatchie  Swamp.  It  was  a  dark 
road  and  the  night  was  dark,  and  Colonel  Wilkin  was  fearful  of  getting  lost,  so  wo 
returned  to  the  other.  We  proceeded  to  Kipley,  arriving  at  Ripley  at  7.30  or  8  o'clock 
the  next  morning.  One  battalion  of  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry  covered  our  retreat 
for  three  miles  before  we  got  to  Ripley,  and  also  until  we  arrived  at  Ripley.  We 
remained  in  Ripley  a  short  time,  trying  to  fiud  General  Sturgis  or  Colonel  McMillen 
or  some  of  their  staff  for  the  purpose  of  getting  orders,  but  none  of  them  were  there. 
We  took,  on  leaving  Ripley,  the  right-hand  road,  which  led  in  the  direction  of  La 
Grange,  while  the  rest  of  the  Infantry  and  cavalry  had  taken  the  left-hand  road, 
leading  through  Salem.  As  we  were  leaving  Ripley  there  wore  two  regiments  of 
colored  troops  formed  in  line  on  our  left.  A  portion  of  the  cavalry  (I  think  the 
Fourth  Iowa)  passed  us,  saying  that  we  must  look  out  for  ourselves,  that  they  could 
not  protect  the  rear  any  longer,  as  they  were  out  of  ammunition.  We  marched  that 
day  and  evening  until  11  o'clock,  and  we  then  bivouacked  until  morning.  During 
that  night  the  Fifty-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  under  Captain  Reeve,  came  up  and 
joined  us.  From  tliere  to  Collierville  we  came  across  the  country  roads,  passing 
Davis'  Mills,  and  had  fighting  more  or  less  all  the  time,  arriving  at  Collierville  about 
9  or  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  13th.    We  remained  there  until  noon. 

Question.  Were  there  any  rebel  forces  at  Eipley  when  you  i)assed 
through? 

Answer.  There  were.  They  were  fighting  with  our  cavalry.  Colonel  Wilkin 
proposed  to  stop  there,  reorganize,  and  fight  them,  but  could  get  no  orders,  and  so  we 
went  on.  We  heard  at  Collierville  that  the  rebel  General  Buford  and  his  staff  had 
been  in  that  town  that  morning.  When  the  cars  met  us,  two  or  three  miles  this 
side  of  Collierville,  we  wore  then  fighting  with  the  rebcsl  cavalry. 

Question.  How  many  rounds  of  ammunition  did  the  troops  in  your 
cohimn  have  when  they  arrived  at  Eipley  on  the  retreat? 

Answer.  I  would  say  six  or  eight  rounds.  When  Captain  Reeve  camo  up  with 
the  Fifty-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  his  men  had  from  forty  to  fifty  rounds.  Some 
of  the  troops  threw  away  a  good  many  cartridge-boxes,  and  my  men  picked  them  up. 

Question.  What,  in  your  opinion,  was  the  cause  of  the  disaster  at 
Brice's  Oross-Roads? 
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Answer.  First,  exhaustion  of  the  men ;  seconcT,  the  bad  management  of  the  com- 
manding officers;  third,  the  superior  number  of  the  enemy,  and  I  do  not  think  our 
lines  were  properly  connected  in  our  first  line  of  battle,  which  gave  the  enemy  an  op- 
portunity to  flank  our -regiraents  and  break  our  lines. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  general  oflieer  or  brigade  or  regi- 
mental commander  having  been  intoxicated  during  the  expedition? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

At  C  p.  m.  the  Board  adjourned  till  2  p.  m.  lith  of  July,  18G4. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  Juhj  ll,  1864—2  p.  m. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
All  the  members  present;  also  the  recorder. 
The  minutes  of  the  preceding  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Lieutemant-Colonel  Eaton  duly  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  President  : 

Question.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment.  How  long  have  you 
been  in  the  service,  and  what  position  did  you  occupy  on  the  late  expe- 
dition under  General  Sturgis? 

Answer.  C.  G.  Eatou;  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Seventy-second  Ohio  Infantry 
Volunteers;  I  have  been  in  the  service  since  October,  1861 ;  "on  the  late  expedition 
I  commanded  my  regiment. 

Question.  State  at  what  time  you  marched  on  the  morning  of  the 
10th  of  June,  and  give  the  incidents  of  that  day. 

Answer.  We  marched  from  Stubbs'  about  7  o'clock  in  the  morning.  My  regiment 
occupied  the  rear  of  the  Second  Brigade  in  line  of  march.  I  think  it  was  al)out  1 
o'clock  when  I  received  otders  from  Colonel  McMillcn  to  keep  well  closed  up  on  the 
regiment  in  my  front.  We  continued  to  march  at  a  very  rapid  pace.  I  kei)t  closed 
uj)  as  ordered  for  about  three  miles  and  a  half  before  we  halted.  Some  of  the  time 
we  were  on  the  double-quick  in  order  to  keep  closed  up.  We  halted  after  we  had 
crossed  the  creek,  and  kept  in  the  road,  which  turned  to  the  right  on  the  battle- 
field. My  men  were  very  much  exhausted  when  I  arrived  at  this  point;  quite  a 
number  fell  down.  I  had  rested  in  this  position  probably  from  five  to  ten  minutes. 
I  received  an  order  from  Colonel  McMillen,  by  his  aide.  Lieutenant  Livings,  to  move 
my  regiment  back  to  the  log-house  and  support  a  section  of  Mueller's  battery,  with 
instructions  to  use  my  own  judgment  in  placing  my  regiment  to  support  the  bat- 
tery. The  battery  was  stationed  in  an  orchard  in  front  of  the  log  cabin.  There 
was  an  open  field  in  front  of  the  battery ;  to  the  left  there  was  an  open  field  of 
half  a  mile.  I  ordered  forward  four  companies  of  my  regiment  to  the  Avoods  in 
front  as  skirmishers.  The  balance  of  the  regiment  was  stationed  in  line  on  the  left 
of  the  battery.  The  skirmish  lino  commenced  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  before 
they  arrived  at  the  fence,  at  the  edge  of  the  woods  in  front  of  the  battery.  On  my 
left  were  some  cavalry  skirmishers  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Colonel  Wilkin  came 
with  me  when  I  was  ordered  to  this  place,  and  remained  there  with  me  till  after  the 
troops  began  to  retreat.  I  remained  in  this  position  about  an  hour,  and  I  received 
an  order  from  Colonel  Wilkin  to  send  one  more  company  to  the  right  as  skirmishers. 
In  a  few  minutes  after,  I  received  an  order  from  Colonel  Wilkin  to  move  across  the 
road  to  protect,  he  said,  the  flank  of  the  cavalry  that  was  retreating  across  the 
bridge.  I  did  not  move  the  skirmish  line.  We  remained  in  this  position,  I  should 
think,  twenty  or  twenty-five  minutes.  During  the  time  I  saw  Mueller's  battery  come 
away  from  this  position.  The  cavalry,  duringthis  time,  had  crossed  the  bridge.  My 
skirmish  companies  became  very  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy  about  this  time. 
The  cavalry  skirmishers  had  then  withdrawn  on  my  left.  I  rode  on  to  a  hill  where 
I  could  look  over  the  ground,  and  I  found  that  the  enemy  had  turned  my  skirmish 
line  at  right-angles  almost.  I  moved  my  regiment  back  to  very  near  its  first  posi- 
tion and  opened  on  the  rebels,  driving  them  back  into  the  woods.  At  this  time  I 
discovered  the  infantry  and  artillery  on  my  right  coming  down  through  the  oi)en 
fields  in  a  good  deal  of  disorder.  Colonel  McMillen  rode  up  to  me  and  ordered  me 
to  liold  that  position  until  all  the  troops  had  crossed  over  the  bridge.  At  this  time 
a  rebel  battery  opened  on  me  from^the  right,  throwing  grape  and  canister.    I  re- 
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mained  in  this  position  nntil  all  the  troops  had  crossed  the  bridge,  except  two  com- 
panies of  negro  troops  that  were  on  my  right,  and  they  crossed  the  creek  above  the 
bridge  with  my  regiment.  When  I  left  the  log  cabin  I  could  see  a  rebel  line  of  battle 
on  my  right  and  left,  extending  from  my  right  to  very  near  half  a  mile  on  my  left.  I 
miirched  my  regiment  by  the  Hank  along  the  road  for,  I  shotild  think,  about  half  a 
mile.  I  met  Colonel  McMillcn,  and  he  ordered  me  to  march  along  by  the  side  of  the 
wagon  train.  I  did  this  till  I  arrived  at  a  large  white  house,  about  a  mile  from  the 
creek.  General  Grierson  requested  me  to  form  my  regiment  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  better  to  protect  the  train,  which  was  about  a  mile  from  the  creek,  and  I  did 
so.  I  remained  in  this  position  nearly  an  hour,  I  should  think,  nntil  all  the  troops 
and  the  wagons  had  ])assed  ont  of  sight.  At  this  time  it  had  got  to  be  dusk.  I 
th(!ii  moved  along,  keeping  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  road,  receiving  no  orders, 
and  seeiii<'  no  one  to  give  me  any  orders.  I  moved  from  that  point  to  a  hill  on  the 
other  side"of  the  Hatchie,  arriving  there  about  midnight,  at  which  place  I  halted  my 
regiment  and  collected  them  together. 

Question.  Could  you  see  our  line  from  your  position  at  Mueller's  bat- 
tery? 

Answer.  I  could  see  no  portion  of  the  lino,  except  the  cavalry  skirmish  line  on  ray 
left. 

Question.  Were  you  ordered  by  General  Sturgis  or  any  of  his  staff 
to  go  to  the  support  of  the  cavalry  which  had  been  sent  to  the  right  ot 
the  main  line? 

Answer.  I  received  no  such  orders  at  any  period  of  the  engagement. 

Question.  Jtidging  from  your  own  observations,  what  do  you  consider 
the  causes  of  our  defeat  at  Brice's  Cross-Eoad.s  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  manner  in  which  we  were  put  into  the  fight,  and  the  exces- 
sive fatigue  of  the  men,  and  the  want  of  confidence  of  the  men  in  their  commanding 
officers,  and  the  snperior  number  of  the  enemy. 

Question.  Wliat  officers  do  you  refer  to  ? 

Answer.  I  refer  to  General  Sturgis  and  Colonel  McMillen. 

Question.  What  did  this  want  of  confidence  arise  from? 

Answer.  With  Colonel  McMillen,  it  arose  from  the  men  seeing  him  in  a  beastly 
state  of  intoxication,  and  from  reports  that  the  men  had  gathered  from  some  quarter 
that  General  Sturgis  w^as  drunk  most  of  the  time. 

Question.  Did  you  see  either  of  them  intoxicated  during  the  expedi- 
tion? 

Answer.  I  saw  Colonel  McMillen  when  I  thought  he  was  intoxicated.  It  was  near 
La  Fayette,  I  think,  ou  the  1st  of  June.  I  did  not  see  General  Sturgis  intoxicated 
while  on  the  expedition. 

{Question.  Wliat  do  you  mean  by  "the  manner  in  which  you  went 
into  the  light?" 

Answer.  Going  in  without  any  preparation;  without  replenishing  amnnmition; 
without  even  halting  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  enable  the  men  to  load  their 
pieces.  It  appeared  there  was  a  want  of  system  in  connecting  the  lines  and  finding 
out  where  any  one  else  was. 

Question.  In  what  condition  was  your  regiment  when  you  formed  line 
one  mile  this  side  of  the  creek  ? 

Answer.  Tliey  were  in  good  order;  not  demoralized,  and  were  all  there.  The 
men  that  liad  fallen  out  from  the  ellocts  of  the  beat  had  rejoined. 

(Juestion.  What  was  the  condition  of  your  regiment,  as  to  numbers, 
&c.,  when  yon  arrived  at  Eipley? 

Answer.  At  Ripley,  at  7  or  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  I  had  320  odd  muskets  and  9 
men  missing,  and  from  8  to  20  rounds  of  ammunition. 

Question.  What  orders  did  you  receive  at  Eipley  preparatory  to  re- 
treating from  that  place? 
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Answer.  I  received  an  order  from  Colonel  McMilleii  to  put  the  brigade  iii  march, 
saying  I  was  the  senior  officer  present;  put  it  on  the  Salem  road  and  follow  the  cav- 
alry. 

Question.  What  was  done  under  tliat  order? 

Answer.  I  ordered  the  brigade  to  move  immediately  iu  the  following  order :  Sev- 
enty-second Ohio,  Ninety-fifth  Ohio,  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois,  Ninety- 
third  Indiana,  and  Ninth  Minnesota.  Ah  the  brigade  was  moving,  Colonel  Thomas 
came  up  and  assumed  command.    We  moved  out  on  the  Salem  road. 

Questiou.  How  many  men  did  you  lose  from  your  regiment  after  leav- 
ing liipley  on  the  retreat,  and  what  was  the  cause  of  their  being  lost"? 

Answer.  We  lost  234  men  and  11  o£Bcers.  The  cause  of  their  being  lost  was,  1  sup- 
pose, their  being  overcome  with  fatigue  and  heat,  as  they  were  ordered  to  move  at 
a  very  rapid  pace  to  keep  up  with  the  cavalry.  The  cavalry  and  infantry  were 
mixed  up  on  the  road,  and  at  one  time  a  cavalry  regiment  was  di-iven  right  through 
my  column. 

Question.  What  is  the  distance  from  Eipley  to  (JolMerville,  and  at 
what  time  did  you  arrive  at  the  latter  place? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  about  fifty  miles.  We  arrived  at  Collierville  about  8  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  12th. 

Question.  Judging  from  your  own  observations,  what  was  the  strength 
of  the  enemy  at  the  light? 

Answer.  I  saw  at  the  time  I  left  the  hill  to  cross  the  creek  a  line  of  battle  at  least 
a  mile  long.  It  appeared  to  be  a  continuous  line  of  two  ranks.  I  jndged  that  lino 
to  contain  somewhere  about  5,000  men.  The  ground  was  clear,  and  I  could  sec  them 
quite  plainly.  The  ground  was  broken  somewhat  on  my  right,  so  that  I  could  not 
see  the  whole  line,  but  it  appeared  to  be  continuous.  These  appeared  to  be  all  in- 
fantry. I  could  see  no  other  of  the  enemy  near  there.  During  the  hottest  of  the 
engagement,  in  the  front  of  the  cross-roads,  of  which  I  judged  by  the  Wring,  I  could 
see  on  my  left  for  half  a  mile  a  large  number  of  the  rebels,  not  actively  engaged, 
but  occasionally  firing  at  the  skirmishers.  When  tliey  advanced  on  my  left  and 
turned  my  skirmish  line,  before  I  had  withdrawn,  they  advanced  in  large  force.  The 
last  line  of  battle  which  I  saw,  which  was  one  mile  iu  length,  advanced  iu  beautiful 
style,  and  with  their  banners  flying,  but  I  did  not  hear  them  tiro  a  shot.  They  had 
no  skirmish  line  out. 

At  6  p.  m.  the  Board  adjourned  till  2  i).  m.  to-morrow. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  Juhj  12, 1864 — 2i).  m. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present,  the  members  of  the  Board  and  the  recorder. 
The  minutes  of  the  preceding  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Captain  Buckland  duly  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Pkesident  : 

Question.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment;  relate  the  tune  you 
have  been  in  the  service,  and  the  position  you  occupied  on  the  late  ex- 
pedition under  General  Sturgis. 

Answer.  II.  W.  Buckland;  captain.  Seventy-second  Ohio  Infantry  Volunteers ;  I 
have  been  in  the  service  since  October  8,  1861 ;  on  the  late  expedition  I  acted  as 
chief  quartermaster  for  the  Infantry  Division,  on  the  statt'  of  Colonel  McMillen. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  you  assume  that  position  ? 
Answer.  In  the  morning  after  we  arrived  at  La  Fayette;  I  think  on  the  2d  of 
June. 
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Question.  Who  had  charge  of  the  supply  traiu  during  the  expedi- 
tion? 

Answer.  Until  we  arrived  at  the  first  camp  beyond  Ripley,  Lientenant  Shattuck, 
Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  had  charge  of  the  supply 
train.  He  was  assigned  to  that  position,  I  believe,  by  General  Washburn,  and 
reported  direct  to  General  Sturgis,  After  leaving  that  camp.  Lieutenant  Stratton, 
of  a  cavalry  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  Dement,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  I  do 
not  know  of  'oTiat  regiment,  both  claimed  to  have  charge  of  the  supply  traiu.  I 
heard  them  quarreling  about  it  during  the  fight.  This  was  just  this  side  of  the 
Tishomingo  Creek,  where  the  train  was  parked.  They  both  claimed  to  have  been 
placed  ill  charge  of  it  by  General  Sturgis.  On  the  retreat,  as  I  came  up  to  the  white 
house.  General  Sturgis  requested  me  to  park  the  train  there,  stating  that  he  desired 
me  to  take  charge  of  the  parking  of  the  train,  as  he  could  get  nobody  to  do  anything 
with  it.  General  Sturgis  said  that  he  would  hold  that  position  until  dark  and  iu 
the  mean  time  issue  rations  and  ammunition  to  the  troops,  after  which  he  would 
bum  the  God-damned  train  with  the  remaining  supplies.  I  commenced  parking  the 
train,  but  not  over  half  of  it  had  come  up  when  I  received  orders  from  Captain  Bel- 
den,  one  of  General  Sturgis'  aides,  to  move  the  train  on  to  the  road ;  that  they  were 
not  going  to  attempt  to  hold  that  position.  I  immediately  started  the  head  of  the 
traiu,  which  soon  became  blocked  up  w^ith  artillery  and  ambulances;  the  drivers  of 
the  train,  whose  teams  were  getting  blockaded,  cutting  them  loose,  mounting  their 
mules,  and  riding  to  the  front.  I  rode  at  the  head  of  the  train  about  a  mile  and  a 
half,  when  I  received  orders  from  Colonel  McMillen,  by  an  orderly,  to  report  to  him 
at  the  head  of  the  column.  I  obeyed  tliat  order  and  remained  with  Colonel  McMil- 
len from  that  time  until  we  arrived  at  Stubbs'.  I  left  no  one  in  charge  of  the  traiu. 
I  did  not  consider  myself  in  charge  of  the  train.  General  Sturgis  was  present  when 
I  reported  to  Colonel  McMillen.  I  asked  Colonel  McMillen  w-hat  was  wanted,  and 
he  said,  nothing,  only  that  General  Sturgis  had  requested  that  himself  and  staff 
should  ride  with  him  at  the  head  of  the  column. 

Question.  At  the  time  you  left  the  train  was  it  moving  or  had  it  be- 
come obstructed? 

Answer.  Portions  of  it  were  moving;  other  portions  had  been  abandoned. 

Question.  Had  the  head  of  the  train  arrived  at  Hatchie  Swamp  when 
you  left  it? 

Answer.  It  had  not  arrived  at  the  worst  part  of  the  Hatchie  bottom. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  infantry  troops  were  ahead  of  the  train 
at  that  time? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  any  of  the  infantry  troops  leave  the  white  house 
before  the  train  did? 

Answer.  I  am  not  able  to  say  whether  or  not  any  organized  bodies  of  them  did. 

Question.  Who  had  charge  of  the  ordnance  train? 

Answer.  Lieut.  J.  W.  Watterson,  regimental  quartermaster,  Seventy-second  Ohio 
Infantry. 

Question.  How  much  of  that  ordnance  train  crossed  south  of  the 
Tishomingo  Creek? 

Answer.  I  saw  none  of  it  cross  the  creek. 

Question.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  iirocuring  forage  on  the 
march  out? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  What  efforts  were  made  to  procure  forage,  and  with  what 
success? 

Answer.  I  organized  brigade  foraging  parties,  consisting  of  mounted  men,  and 
at  times  went  with  one  or  the  other  of  them.  We  generally  met  with  very  poor 
success,  On  the  day  of  the  fight  I  Imd  foraging  parties  in  front  of  the  infantry 
column,  vhJch  I  think  succeeded  in  filling  all  of  the  wagons  they  took  with  com 
aud  fodder,    1  saw,  also,  a  wagon-master  of  the  supply  train  who  had  three  or  four 
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wagon-loads  of  forage.  Between  Ripley  and  the  croBS-roads  there  was  not  a  sufii- 
cient  supply  of  forage  for  the  animals  of  the  expedition  unless  the  cavalry  took  it 
before  the  infantry  got  up. 

Question.  Did  you  have  charge  of  any  part  of  the  train  on  the  march 
out? 

Answer.  After  leaving  La  Fayette  I  had  no  direct  charge  of  the  train.  I  gave 
orders  to  the  brigade  quartermasters  in  regard  to  the  movements  of  their  respective 
trains. 

Question.  State  as  far  as  you  know  whether  the  train  was  moved 
as  rapidly  as  it  could  have  been  on  the  march  out? 
Answer.  lu  my  opinion  it  was. 

Question.  Were  the  troops  delayed  in  consequence  of  the  train  being 
behind  at  any  time? 

Answer.  They  were  the  day  we  left  the  first  camp  beyond  Ripley.  The  train  was 
sometimes  delayed  by  the  troops. 

Question.  What  orders  did  you  receive,  and  from  whom,  in  regard  to 
foraging? 

Answer.  I  received  orders  from  Colonel  McMillen  to  organize  brigade  foraging 
parties  and  to  have  them  report  their  forage  at  night  to  be  distributed. 

Question.  Where  was  the  supply  train  when  you  first  heard  that 
there  was  fighting  in  front? 

Answer.  The  head  of  the  column  had  just  crossed  the  Hatchie  Swamp,  having 
passed  it  from  a  quarter  to  half  a  mile.  The  position  of  the  supply  train  in  the 
column  was  behind  two  brigades  of  infantry. 

Question.  What  orders  were  given  in  regard  to  the  train  after  that? 

Answer.  Orders  were  sent  by  Colonel  McMillen  to  the  first  brigade  in  column  to 
move  as  rapidly  as  possible  without  fatiguing  the  men  to  the  front,  and  to  the  next 
brigade,  Colonel  Wilkin,  to  move  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  without  leaving 
the  train,  and  to  bring  the  train  forward.  When  the  train  came  up  near  the  bridge 
(the  bridge  on  the  Tishomingo  Creek),  General  Sturgis  gave  us  orders.  I  reported 
to  General  Sturgis  that  the  head  of  the  division  train  was  up.  General  Sturgis 
ordered  it  parked  in  the  open  field  on  the  right  of  the  road,  where  the  whole  train 
was  parked. 

Question.  Did  you  see  General  Sturgis  or  Colonel  McMillen  drink 
any  liquor  on  the  day  of  the  battle? 

Answer.  I  did  once,  at  the  house  where  wo  halted  when  we  first  heard  of  the  light 
going  on. 

Question.  Did  either  of  them  appear  to  be  intoxicated  at  any  time 
that  day? 

Answer.  They  did  not. 

Lieut.  G.  W.  MouEEB  duly  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  President  : 

Question.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment;  the  length  of  time 
yon  have  been  in  the  service,  and  the  position  you  occupied  on  the  late 
expedition. 

Answer.  George  W.  Mourer;  lieutenant  and  regimental  quartermaster  of  the  One 
hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois  Infantry ;  I  have  been  in  the  service  since  August  27, 
1862;  I  acted  on  the  expedition  as  brigade  quartermaster,  also  as  quartermaster  of 
my  regiment,  having  charge  of  both.  The  brigade  was  the  First,  and  commanded 
by  Colonel  Wilkin. 

Question.  Were  you  with  the  train  all  the  way  to  Brice's  Cross- 

Eoads? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  as  far  as  it  went. 
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Question.  State  what  orders  you  received  in  regard  to  foraging. 

Answer.  I  never  received  any  order  in  regard  to  foraging,  bnt  there  was  a  general 
order  prohibiting  foraging  except  by  an  organized  squad  under  Lieutenant  Quail; 
acting  regimental  quartermaster,  Ninety-third  Indiana. 

Question.  What  amount  of  forage  was  procured  by  this  squad,  and 
of  what  kind? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  this  squad  ever  got  any.  This  squad  also  had  orders  to 
get  beef,  to  which  they  paid  more  attention  than  they  did  to  getting  forage.  Cap- 
tain Buokland  went  out  on  two  or  three  occasions  to  get  forage,  and  got  two  or  three 
wagon-loads  on  each  occasion. 

Question.  Was  there  any  considerable  supply  of  beef  procured? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  not  much.  When  we  got  to  Eipley  there  were  thirty  or 
forty  head  of  cattle  procured,  about  one-half  of  which  would  have  been  fit  for  beef. 
A  portion  of  those  that  were  fit  for  beef  were  released  by  order  of  General  Sturgis, 
in  consequence  of  which  my  regiment  got  no  beef  that  night. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  forage  along  the  road  which  was  not 
taken? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  none  of  any  account. 

Question.  Was  the  march  from  La  Fayette  to  Brice's  Cross-Eoads 
made  as  rapidly  as  the  train  could  have  been  moved? 

Answer.  That  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  I  think  the  train  could  have  been  moved 
faster.    We  were  still  two  days  that  we  didn't  march  at  all. 

Question.  What  orders  did  you  receive  about  moving  the  train  after 
you  heard  of  the  fighting  in  front  on  the  10th? 

Answer.  My  orders  were  to  keep  well  closed  up  and  follow  closely  the  First  Bri- 
gade (Colonel  Wilkin),  as  that  was  ordered  to  the  front,  and  it  was  desirable  to  delay 
it  as  little  as  possible. 

Question.  Where  did  you  halt  your  train,  and  by  whose  orders? 

Answer.  I  didn't  receive  any  orders  to  halt,  but  the  Second  Brigade  was  ahead, 
and  they  halted  about  100  yards  from  the  Tishomingo  Creek,  and  my  train  neces- 
sarily halted. 

Questiou.  What  was  then  done  with  your  train? 

Answer.  The  train  stopped  there  for  some  time,  and  I  went  up  toward  the  battle- 
groiind,  and  our  troops  were  falling  back.  When  I  got  back  to  the  train  it  had  been 
turned  around  on  the  road.  I  inquired  by  whose  orders  it  was  done,  but  no  one 
could  tell.  I  stopped  the  train.  Soon  after  I  saw  a  lieutenant  on  General  Sturgis' 
staff,  and  asked  him  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  train.  He  said  the  orders  were 
to  take  it  to  the  front,  which  I  then  commenced  doing.  I  turned  the  train  around 
throTigh  the  field  toward  the  creek.  At  the  same  time  the  ammunition  train  started 
across  the  creek  and  went  forward.  Before  I  got  to  the  creek  I  met  another  officer 
of  General  Sturgis'  staff,  who  directed  me  to  park  the  train  in  tlie  field,  which  I  did. 
While  we  were  parking  the  train  at  this  place  the  rebels  commenced  throwing  shell 
from  our  left  and  over  the  position  occupied  by  Mueller's  b.attery.  I  had  just  gotmy 
train  parked  when  the  supply  train  commenced  moving  out.  Captain  Buckland  tluin 
came  up  and  told  mo  to  follow  the  supply  train.  I  think  all  of  the  wagons  got  out 
of  that  field.  I  got  onto  the  road  and  went  about  lialf  a  mile.  The  artillery  came 
up  and  went  ahead  of  us,  and  forced  everybody  to  give  the  road  to  them.  My  bri- 
gade train  was  abandoned  at  that  point.  Part  of  the  supply  train  was  also  aban- 
doned there,  and  part  of  it  got  through  to  the  white  house. 

Question.  Were  there  any  of  the  wagons  and  contents  destroyed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  them  were  set  on  fire. 

Question.  Who  had  the  general  charge  of  the  wagon  train  at  that 
time? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  At  the  time  the  train  was  turned  around  Lieutenant 
Stratton  and  Lieutenant  Dement  were  quarreling  about  it;  as  to  who  had  charge 
of  the  supply  traiu.  I  went  up  to  the  white  house,  and  upon  reaching  it  found  most 
Of  the  white  tioops  in  line  tlieie> 
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Question.  How  long  did  the  troops  remain  in  line  at  that  point? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  you  see  General  Sturgis,  General  Grierson,  or  Colonel 
McMillen  drink  any  liquor  on  the  day  of  the  battle"? 
Answer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  see  either  of  them  intoxicated  during  the  ex]iedi- 

tion? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  What  was  the  feeling  among  the  troops  as  regards  confi- 
dence in  their  commanding  officers? 

Answer.  All  that  I  heard  express  themselves  did  not  h.ave  confidence  in  their 
commanding  officers  above  their  regimental  commanders.  I  only  heard  expressions 
of  this  nature  in  my  own  brigade.  Our  brigade  commander  was  an  entire  stranger 
to  us. 

Questions.  What  were  the  reasons  for  the  want  of  confidence  in  other 
commanders  besides  Colonel  Wilkin? 

Answer.  It  was  generally  reported  through  our  brigade  that  General  Stiirgis  and 
Colonel  McMillen  had  been  drinking  pretty  hard  on  the  trip.  General  Sturgis  made 
the  remark  at  the  first  camp  beyond  Eipley  (as  it  w.as  generally  understood)  that 
he  did  not  expect  to  save  a  wagon  of  his  train.  I  heard  men  and  officer.s  say  before 
the  battle  that  if  General  Sturgis  thought  that  he  must  acknowledge  himself  already 
whipped. 

At  6  p.  m.  the  Board  adjourned  till  2  p.  m.  to-morrow. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  13, 1864— 3  p.  m. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  members  of  the  Board  and  the  recorder  present. 
The  minutes  of  the  preceding  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Capt.  A.  T.  Eeeve  duly  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  President  : 

Question.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment;  the  length  of  time 
you  have  been  in  the  service,  and  the  position  you  occupied  cm  the 
late  expedition  under  General  Sturgis. 

Answer.  A.  T.  Keeve ;  captain,  Fifty-fifth  Infontry,  U.  S.  Colored  Troops ;  I  have 
been  in  the  service  a  Jittle  less  than  three  years ;  upon  the  late  expedition  I  acted 
as  field  officer  for  my  regiment  and  second  in  command. 

Question.  What  part  did  your  regiment  take  in  the  fight  on  the  10th 
of  June? 

Answer.  My  regiment  was  in  the  advance  of  the  brigade  of  colored  troops,  and 
was  disposed  of  through  the  train,  four  men  to  each  wagon  as  the  train  guard,  there 
being  160  wagons  in  the  train.  Beyond  Hatchie  Swamp,  not  less  than  two  miles  this 
side  of  Tishomingo  Creek,  and  before  we  reached  the  white  house,  we  received  an 
ortler,  I  think  from  Colonel  Bouton,  to  leave  the  train,  close  up  our  men,  and  move 
them  to  the  front  as  fast  as  possible.  The  two  advance  companies,  I  and  B,  were  sent 
forward  and  put  into  line  with  the  white  troops,  I  think  by  General  Sturgis'  order, 
to  a  point  .iust  beyond  the  Tishomingo  Creek.  The  remainder  of  the  regiment  was 
placed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  road  and  at  right  angles  with  it — in  the  edge 
of  the  timberthls  side — to  the  Tishomingo  Creek  bottom.  When  our  regiment  formed 
this  line  the  white  troops  were  falling  back,  and  we  were  in  line  from  five  to  ten 
minutes  before  we  were  engaged.  I  think  this  was  about  4  o'clock.  We  were  at- 
tacked directly  on  our  front,  the  two  companies  that  were  in  the  advance  falling  back 
and  forming  on  our  line.  We  fought  from  twenty  to  thirty  minutes  and  were  then  com- 
pelled to  give  away  on  account  of  a  movement  IJeiug  made  on  each  flank.    The  regi- 
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ment  was  ordered  to  retreat  by  Major  Lowe,  -who  was  wounded  jiist  about  that  time. 
He  turned  the  command  over  to  me,  and  we  retreated  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  and 
formed  on  the  left  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Colored  Troops,  which  we  found  in  line.  Our 
right  rested  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  covering  the  road.  We  held  this  position 
for  probably  from  a  half  to  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and  until  we  were  flanked  by 
aheavy  infantry  force  on  our  left,  when  we  moved  by  the  right  of  companies  to  the  rear, 
by  order  of  Colonel  Bouton,  and  across  an  open  field  for  a  distance  of  sixty  or  eighty 
rods,  about  the  last  halfof  which  distance  we  were  obliged  to  make  on  double-quick  to 
escape  the  punishment  of  the  enemy.  We  formed  in  the  edge  of  the  timber  on  the 
brow  of  a  small  hill  immediately  after  crossing  a  field,  and  put  every  man  in  linethat 
was  able  for  duty.  Many  of  the  men  were  nearly  exhausted.  Our  loft  just  covered 
the  road.  We  fought  there  from  a  half  to  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  a  little  ammu- 
nition having  been  sent  us  to  that  point;  I  don't  know  by  whom,  but  I  think  from 
General  Grierson.  We  were  able'to  keep  the  rebels  from  crossing  the  field  in  our 
front  until  a  force  of  them  came  around  on  onr  left.  Nearly  all  of  our  officers  and 
many  of  our  men  wore  unable  to  do  their  duty  from  sheer  exhaustion.  We  fell  back 
to  avoid  being  flanked,  a  distance  of  about  eighty  rods,  where  Captain  Lamberg's 
section  of  artillery  was  in  position,  and  formed  immediately  on  his  left.  We  were 
in  that  position  but  a  few  moments  before  we  were  attacked  in  front  and  on  the 
left  so  heavily  that  we  were  unable  to  hold  our  position.  This  position  was  in  the 
woods,  and  such  that,  from  Captain  Lamberg's  position,  he  couldn't  see  the  enemy 
on  the  left  on  account  of  the  brush.  When  I  saw  that  we  were  unable  to  protect  his 
guns,  I  rode  up  to  him  and  told  him  that  he  would  have  to  move  his  guns  as  quick 
as  possible,  as  there  was  an  overwhelming  force  on  my  left.  He  succeeded  in  mov- 
ing his  guns,  leaving,  I  think,  one  caisson.  We  moved  into  the  road,  which  was 
considerably  blocked  up- with  wagons  and  teams;  most  of  the  wagons  were  without 
mules;  some  tipiied  over;  two  1  saw  with  the  covers  on  fire.  We  moved  back  a 
short  distance,  perhaps  sixty  or  eighty  rods,  to  a  white  house,  where  some  of  the 
white  infantry  had  halted,  and  formed  a  line  on  the  left  of  the  road.  As  we  were 
leaving  our  last  position  we  were  again  nearly  out  of  ammunition,  and  met  some 
cavalry  bringing  us  ammunition.  I  learned  that  it  was  sent  by  General  Grierson. 
Wo  smashed  the  boxes  in  the  road,  and  I  ordered  my  men  to  take  enough  to  fill  their 
cartridge-boxes  as  they  passed  along.  We  rested  a  few  moments  in  the  rear  of  this 
line  of  white  infantry,  and  moved  back  as  they  were  forced  back.  From  this  time 
I  saw  nothing  that  acted  very  much  like  an  organization,  but  it  looked  like  a  reg- 
ular stampede.  The  last  line  of  cavalry  formed  by  a  fence.  It  was  now  becoming 
dark.  During  this  retreat  I  don't  know  that  there  was  any  cavalry  acting  on  our 
flanks.  I  gathered  up  what  I  could  of  my  men  during  the  night,  stopping  occasion- 
ally when  the  men  were  tired  out  to  rest,  and  calling  out  the  number  of  my  regi- 
ment as  the  troops  passed  by.  On  reaching  Ripley  at  sunrise  the  next  morning  I 
reported  a  total  of  .300  men  to  Colonel  Bouton ;  probably  250  of  them  were  tit  for 
fighting.  At  this  time  we  had  about  forty  rounds  of  ammunition.  Many  of  my  men 
secured  ammunition  when  it  was  sent  back  to  us,  and  many  others  from  the  train 
as  we  passed  it. 

Question.  During  the  night  while  retreating  to  Eipley  what  was  your 
position  in  reference  to  the  rest  of  the  troops* 
Answer.  We  were  mixed  in,  near  the  rear. 

Question.  Where  was  this  train  from  which  some  of  your  men  got 
ammunition,  and  was  it  moving  or  was  it  stuck  in  the  bottom? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  exactly,  but  I  think  they  got  it  before  the  train  got  to  the 
Hatchie  bottom. 

Question.  How  many  armed  men  had  you  in  your  regiment  when  you 
got  to  Eipley? 

Answer.  I  judge  I  had  about  250. 

Question.  Was  the  Fifty-ninth  there  at  Ripley  with  you? 

Answer.  It  was.  They  reached  there  about  the  same  time,  about  sunrise  on  the 
morning  of  the  11th. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  at  Ripley? 

Answer.  We  remained  at  Eipley  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  when  I  received 
an  order  from  Colonel  Bouton  to  fall  my  men  in  and  move  out  on  the  Salem  road,  im- 
mediately in  rear  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Colored  Troops.  Before  we  were  able  to  move, 
as  onr  men  were  falling  in.  General  Grierson  rode  in  on  the  Guntown  road  and  told 
me  that  I  must  get  these  men  out  as  soon  as  possible;  that  the  enemy  were  closing 
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in  all  aronnd  us.  He  spoke  to  me  two  or  three  times  before  the  Fifty-ninth  moved, 
to  get  ray  men  ont  as  fast  as  possible ;  that  they  most  go  immediately.  I  mounted 
as  many  of  my  disabled  men  as  possible  on  mules.  Before  we  got  out  of  the  town 
the  Fifty-ninth  filed  to  the  left  and  went  into  line  facing  to  the  east,  and  I  formed  a 
line  on  their  left  without  orders.  There  were  white  troops  formed  on  my  left.  We 
■wore  immediately  engaged  by  dismounted  men.  We  fought  probably  from  twenty 
to  thirty  minutes.  The  troops  on  my  left  gave  way  and  I  was  attacked  on  my  left 
flank  by  rebels  who  took  possession  of  some  houses  and  a  large  church.  We  re- 
treated across  an  open  iield,  or  common,  to  the  woods,  forming  a  line  just  over  the 
brow  of  a  little  hill,  just  before  entering  the  brush.  Finding  that  we  had  no  sup- 
port we  fell  back  just  as  the  enemy  ciime  up.  At  this  time  my  regiment  and  the 
Fifty-ninth  were  in  line  together  and  fell  back  into  the  timber  in  line.  Here  about 
250  of  these  regiments  were  separated  from  the  rest  and  surrounded  by  the  enemy 
in  this  woods.  Captain  Foster  and  myself  were  witli  them,  and  I  took  command. 
We  finally  got  out  and  awaj'  from  them  and  struck  for  the  north.  We  moved  by 
the  way  of  Saulsbury  and  Grand  Junction,  keeping  in  the  woods  all  the  way. 
From  near  S.iulsbury  to  Moscow  we  were  constantly  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's 
cavalry.  They  charged  on  us  two  or  three  times,  but  we  repulsed  them.  At  Mos- 
cow we  got  out  of  ammunition,  and  we  scattered  through  the  woods,  every  man 
going  in  for  himself.  From  this  point  till  we  reached  Germantown  the  loyal  citi- 
zens of  Tennessee  turned  out  and  hunted  us  with  bloodhounds  as  we  passed  along. 
I  reached  Germantown  ou  the  15th,  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  A  good  many 
of  my  men  got  in  about  the  same  time.  We  there  found  some  of  our  cavalry.  We 
passed  a  rebel  camp  in  the  vicinity  of  CoUiervilie,  which  was  said  to  be  Bell's  brigade 
of  rebel  cavalry. 

Question.  At  the  time  you  formed  your  line  at  Eipley  did  you  see 
General  Sturgis,  General  Grierson,  or  Colonel  McMillen  there? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  General  Sturgis  or  Colonel  McMillen.  I  saw  General  Grier- 
son a  few  minutes  before  we  went  into  line. 

Question.  What  white  troops  formed  on  the  same  line? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  for  certain.  I  think  the  Ninth  Minnesota  went  into  line 
when  we  first  went  into  line;  I  do  not  know  what  other  regiments.  At  the  time  we 
fell  back  into  the  timber  there  was  a  light  line  of  cavalry  formed  ou  our  left  flank 
that  skirmished  a  little. 

Question.  Where  was  Colonel  Bouton  at  this  time? 
Answer.  I  can't  say. 

Question.  Did  yon  see  the  rebel  line  of  battle  as  it  crossed  the 
Tishomingo  Creek? 

Answer.  I  saw  it  after  it  had  crossed,  but  not  when  it  was  crossing. 

Question.  What  was  the  strength  of  the  line? 

Answer.  I  could  not  judge,  because  I  could  only  see  their  line  at  difi'erent  points 
on  account  of  the  woods,  brush,  &c. 

Captain  Lambe'rg  duly  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  President  : 

Question..  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment;  the  length  of  time 
you  have  been  in  the  service,  and  what  position  you  occupied  on  the 
late  expedition  under  General  Sturgis. 

Answer.  My  name  is  Carl  Adolph  Lamberg;  captain  Battery  F,  Second  U.  S- 
Light  Artillery  (colored  troops) ;  I  have  been  in  the  service  since  June  1,  1862 ;  I  was 
in  command  of  my  battery,  consisting  of  two  pieces,  on  the  late  expedition. 

Question.  What  forage  did  you  have  for  your  animals  on  the  march! 

Answer.  I  had  with  me  from  here  two  days'  forage.  After  that  I  sometimes  got 
a  little  com,  but  most  of  the  time  had  to  bait  my  horses  on  green  feed.  Once,  lor 
two  days,  I  could  get  nothing  for  the  horses  but  green  feed. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  corn  for  your  horses  on  the  day  of  the 
battle? 
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Answer.  I  did,  in  the  morning.  On  the  morning  of  the  day  before  the  battle  I 
■went  out  myself  about  fifty  yards  beyond  the  pickets  and  got  a  wagon-load  of  com. 
That  would  have  lasted  about  three  days. 

Question.  How  mucli  corn  did  you  see  at  that  place? 

Answer.  I  should  think  there  were  .about  400  or  500  bushels  in  all.  It  was  hid 
under  a  covering  made  of  fence  rails  and  brush. 

Question.  Did  any  one  else  get  any  of  that  corn? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  of  any  one  except  Colonel  Bouton ;  I  think  he  got  two 
wagou-loads.    I  only  found  it  a  few  minutes  before  we  marched  in  the  morning. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  forage  at  any  other  place  on  the  route? 
and  was  it  obtained'? 

Answer.  On  the  first  day's  march  beyond  Ripley  we  passed  a  crib  of  com,  near  the 
road,  containing  about  400  bu.shels.  I  tried  to  get  some  of  it,  and  found  it  guarded 
by  cavalry  soldiers  who  said  they  were  placed  there  by  order  of  General  Sturgis. 
This  w.as  at  the  time  when  my  animals  were  without  corn  for  two  days.  I  saw  corn  at 
other  places  which  was  taken  by  quartermasters.  At  Lamar  our  brigade  had  plenty 
of  corn,  which  was  secured  there. 

Question.  What  part  did  your  battery  take  in  the  battle  of  the  10th  ? 

Answer.  My  battery  was  the  last  one  engaged.  I  was  at  the  rear  with  the  train 
guard,  the  Fifty-ninth  and  ray  battery  being  in  the  rear  of  the  train.  When  I 
came  up  to  the  train  the  wagons  were  turning  around  and  going  to  the  rear.  I  was 
ordered  to  countermarch  my  battery,  which  I  did.  By  this  time  the  road  was  occu- 
pied by  other  batteries  and  wagons  going  to  the  rear.  When  I  got  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  I  was  ordered  to  go  into  a  position  on  the  right,  which  I  did,  and  opened 
fire  and  fired  about  forty  rounds.  The  enemy  opened  fire  from  a  battery  in  my  front 
and  afterward  changed  to  my  right.  After  firing  about  forty  rounds  Captain  Reeve 
told  me  that  the  enemy  were  coming  right  in  upon  us  in  our  front.  I  then  moved 
my  battery  to  the  rear,  but  not  very  far,  because  the  road  was  still  blockaded  in  the 
same  manner.  I  afterward  moved  to  the  rear.  I  went  as  far  as  the  Hatchie 
Swamp,  to  where  the  road  became  so  blocked  up  that  I  was  compelled  to  abandon 
my  guns,  which  was  done  on  consultation  with  Colonel  Wilkin,  who  had  two  regi- 
ments in  the  rear,  we  first  having  waited  there  four  hours  for  orders  and  received 
none. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  your  guns  when  you  abandoned 

them? 

Answer.  We  spiked  the  guns,  broke  off  the  rammers  in  the  guns,  cut  the  wheels, 
•and  threw  the  ammunition  in  the  mud.  We  threw  at  least  three-quarters  of  the 
ammunition  in  the  mud. 

At  O..30  p.  m.  the  Board  adjourned  until  2  p.  m.  to-morrow. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  14, 1864— 2  p.  m. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present,  the  members  of  the  Board  and  the  recorder. 
The  minutes  of  the  preceding  session  read  and  approved. 

Capt.  H.  S.  Lee  duly  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  President  : 

Question.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment;  the  length  of  time 
you  have  been  in  the  service,  and  what  position  you  occupied  on  the 
late  expedition  under  General  Sturgis. 

Answer.  H.S.Lee;  captain  Seventh  Wisconsin  Battery;  I  have  been  in  the  serv- 
ice three  years  the  17th  of  last  April;  on  the  late  expedition  I  had  immediate  charge 
of  a  section  of  my  battery  and  verbal  instructions  from  General  Grierson,  command- 
ing Cavalry  Division,  in  case  of  an  engagement  to  take  chargeof  the  artillery  of  the 
Cav.ilry  Division  which  consisted  of  my  two  pieces,  two  pieces  of  the  Fourteenth 
Indiana  Battery  and  two  pieces  attached  to  the  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 
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Question.  Where  did  you  join  the  Cavalry  Division? 

Answer.  I  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Grierson  by  General  Buckland.  I  met 
General  Grierson  the  evening  before  the  expedition  started,  and  he  instructed  me  to 
report  to  Colonel  Winslow,  whom  I  overtook  and  joined  at  White's  Station.  My 
two  pieces  and  those  of  the  Tenth  Missouri  were  attached  to  the  brigade  commanded 
by  Colonel  Winslow,  and  a  section  of  the  Fonrteeuth  In<liana  Battery  to  thebri"-ade 
commanded  by  Colonel  Waring.  " 

Question.  After  leaving  La  Fayette  did  you  march  in  advance  of  the 
infantry  column? 

Answer.  We  marched  in  adv.ance  of  the  infantry  column  all  of  tlie  time. 

Question.  How  were  you  supplied  with  forage  for  the  animals  under 
your  charge? 

Answer.  Shortly  after  leaving  La  Fayette  our  forage  was  exhausted  and  we  had 
to  depend  on  the  country.  I  think  I  received  no  Government  iorage  after  the  second 
day  ont.  The  supply  of  forage  was  very  limited,  the  country  being  destitute,  and  it  was 
very  difficult  to  get.  I  used  every  exertion  to  get  forage.  I  had  my  extra  men 
mounted  with  sacks  and  feed-b.ags,  and  had  thom  pick  np  all  the  forage  they  could 
along  the  road.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  time  I  was  unabl(!  to  procure  any 
forage.  Colonel  Winslow,  commanding  the  brigade,  sent  detaciimciits  of  cavalry 
after  forage  for  my  battery.  They  procured  a  very  little.  During  tlie  forty-eiglit 
hours  prior  to  the  engagement  at  Guntown  my  animals  (Seventh  Wisconsin  Battery) 
had  had  three  ears  of  corn  each  only.  A  portion  of  the  time  Colonel  Winslow's  bri- 
gade was  in  the  advance  and  a  portion  of  the  time  it  was  behind  Colonel  Wariug's 
brigade. 

Question.  Which  brigade  was  in  the  advance  on  the  day  of  the  action? 

Answer.  Colonel  Waring's. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  forage  on  the  day  of  the  fight? 

Answer.  We  had  no  forage  on  that  day.  We  marched  very  rapidly  from  Stubbs' 
to  the  scene  of  action. 

Question.  What  time  did  you  march  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  and 
■what  part  did  your  batteries  take  in  the  action  of  that  day? 

Answer.  We  moved  from  Stubbs'  I  think  about  6  o'clock.  Captain  Joyce's  pieces 
of  the  Tenth  Missouri  and  my  two  pieces  being  together  in  column  near  the  center 
of  Colonel  Winslow's  brigade.  When  we  had  reached  a  point  about  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  from  Brice's  Cross-Roads,  a  few  minutes  after  10  o'clock,  our  portion  of  the 
column  was  halted.  This  was  just  at  Tishomingo  Creek.  We  heard  rapid  and 
r.ather  heavy  tiring  of  small-arms  in  front.  Captain  .Joyce's  two  guns  were  put  in 
position  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  road,  just  beyond  the  creek.  I  moved  mine 
np,  but  did  not  go  into  position.  We  remained  there,  I  should  think,  twenty  min- 
utes. We  received  orders  to  move  forward  from  Colonel  Winslow.  We  moved  Up 
to  the  intersection  of  the  two  roads  at  Brice's  house.  I  received  orders  from  Colonel 
Winslow  and  also  from  Captain  Woodward,  General  Gricrson's  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  to  select  positions  for  the  artillery.  This  was  about  11  o'clock.  I  examined 
the  ground  thoroughly  in  front  and  to  the  right  and  to  the  left,  and  went  down  to 
the  skirmish  line  two  or  three  times  to  see  if  I  could  fire  over  them  without  danger. 
I  could  find  no  position  in  advance  of  the  cross-roads  that  was  favorable  for  execu- 
tion. I  then  put  my  two  guns  on  the  left  of  the  main  road,  and  on  this  side  of  and 
very  near  to  the  Baldwyn  road.  The  Fourteenth  Indiana  Battery  gnus  were  sta- 
tioned on  the  left  of  the  main  road,  immediately  on  the  other  side  of  the  Baldwyn 
road.  Captain  .Joyce's  guns  were  put  in  position  just  at  the  intersection  of  the  two 
roads,  j  ust  to  the  right  of  the  main  road.  The  guns  were  placed  so  as  to  sweep  the 
front.  When  we  commenced  firing  our  center  was  being  pressed  heavily,  and  the 
guns  were  posted  so  as  to  bear  upon  the  force  that  was  endeavoring  to  crnsh  our 
center,  and  we  opened  fire  with  all  the  guns,  firing  over  our  cavalry  line.  We  were 
engaged  in  this  manner  and  with  the  rebel  guns,  I  should  think,  until  1.30  o'clock. 
Just  before  this  the  batteries  of  Captains  Mueller,  Fitch,  and  Chapman  came  up,  just 
before  we  ceased  firing.  At  about  the  same  time  a  staff  officer  rode  up  and  reported 
that  a  large  rebel  force  was  forming  on  our  extreme  left  to  charge.  I  saw  none  of 
my  commanding  officers  present  at  the  time,  but  found  Colonel  Winslow's  adjutant, 
and  asked  him  if  he  could  relieve  those  guns  on  the  hill.  He  replied,  "Yes;  yon 
will  be  relieved."  I  saw  Captain  Fitch  a  moment  afterward,  and  spoke  to  him  about 
taking  position  where  my  two  guns  were.    My  two  guns  moved  out  by  my  order  to 


186  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENn!,  miss.,  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  LI. 

the  rear.  Captain  Joyce's  had  jnst  been  moved  ont  by  Colonel  Winslo-w's  order. 
We  moved  to  the  rear  until  we  came  to  an  open  field  near  the  creek,  directly  oppo- 
site the  force  of  the  enemy  that  was  on  our  left,  and  opened  fire  on  the  line  of  the 
enemy,  which  was  formed  in  line  behind  a  fence,  on  the  extreme  left  of  our  line. 
They  opened  on  us  with  small-arms,  and  with  Captain  Joyce's  battery  and  mine  we 
shelled  them  out  of  their  position.  The  infantry  column  had  come  up  just  before 
we  were  relieved  by  Captain  Fitch.  We  staid  there  till  our  lines  were  all  broken 
and  the  stampede  commenced.  The  train  commenced  moving  out  on  the  road,  and 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  we  could  get  along.  I  saw  General  Grierson 
a  few  moments  after  this,  and  he  said,  "Captain,  can't  you  find  a  position  some- 
where along  here  and  clieck  them?"  We  moved  back  to  a  house  across  the  flat, 
where  the  wagon  train  was  parked;  it  was  a  very  good  position.  I  saw  Captain 
Joyce.  He  pnt  his  guns  into  position  on  the  left.  I  put  mine  in  position  on  the 
right,  in  a  little  orchard,  so  that  the  four  guns  covered  the  road  and  the  open 
ground.  Here  I  saw  General  Grierson  again  trying  to  organize  the  column,  and  asked 
him  if  I  could  have  support.  He  said  he  would  see,  and  said,  "Can't  you  open 
fire?"  A  rebel  battery  had  opened  fire  on  us  here,  and  shells  were  falling  rapidly. 
The  wagon  train  continued  to  move  out.  As  it  did  so,  it  came  directly  in  front 
of  our  pieces.  In  consequence  of  this  and  the  large  number  of  our  own  men  who 
were  engaged  in  cutting  their  teams  loose  and  mounting  themselves,  we  could  not 
fire.  I  so  reported  to  General  Grierson.  He  said,  "Then,  limber  up  and  goon." 
I  did  so.  Captain  Joyce  succeeded  in  getting  into  the  road  with  his  pieces,  and 
moved  on.  I  could  not  get  into  the  road  on  account  of  the  teams  blocking  it,  and 
we  moved  through  the  woods,  picking  and  cutting  our  way  through  for  about  five 
miles,  when  I  struck  tlie  road,  and  fell  in  tlie  rear  of  the  ambulance  train.  I  kept 
that  place  in  cohimn  until  we  reached  the  Hatchie  bottom.  It  was  late  at 
night.  I  succeeded  in  getting  one  gun  and  three  limbers  through  this  bottom.  The 
other  carriages  it  was  impossible  to  get  through,  in  consequence  of  abandoned  am- 
bulances, drowned  and  dying  horses  and  mules,  and  the  depth  of  the  mud.  I  worked 
four  and  a  half  hours  in  the  swamp  endeavoring  to  get  the  guns  through.  I  was 
compelled  to  abandon  tliem ;  before  doing  so  I  spiked  the  other  piece,  dismounted  it, 
and  threw  it  into  a  sink-hole,  where  it  went  down  about  eight  feet.  I  cut  down  all 
the  carriages,  and  threw  all  the  ammunition  in  the  mud  that  I  could  not  bring  away. 
I  brought  the  one  piece  and  three  limbers  as  far  as  Kipley.  I  reached  Ripley  the 
next  morning  about  6  or  7  o'clock,  and  remained  there  a  short  time,  awaiting  orders. 
We  finally  received  instructions  to  follow  the  Second  Brigade  of  cavalry  (Colonel 
Winslow's).  There  was  so  much  confusion  that  I  was  unable  to  obtain  any  direct 
information  as  to  the  position  of  the  troops.  I  finally  fell  in  the  rear  of  a  column 
of  cavalry,  which  I  was  informed  was  the  rear  of  the  Second  Brigade.  This  battalion 
did  not  move  out  on  the  main  road.  The  left  of  the  rebel  skirmish  line  had  by  this 
time  reached  the  main  road,  so  as  to  intercept  travel.  This  battalion  of  cavalry 
moved  into  the  woods.  I  followed  them,  but  had  proceeded  but  a  short  distance  in 
the  woods  when  I  came  to  a  deep,  precipitous  ravine,  over  which  it  was  impossible 
to  get  the  carriages.  The  cavalry  had  left  me,  and  I  had  no  protection  whatever. 
We  worked  some  time  trying  to  get  the  carriages  over  tliis  ravine,  until  the  rebel 
skirmish  line  inclosed  usiu  a  semicircle.  I  abandoned  the  gun  and  carriages;  before 
doing  so  spiking  the  gnu,  dismounting  it,  and  throwing  it  into  this  ravine.  I  threw 
dirt  and  brush  upon  it  so  as  to  oouceal  it.  We  drew  the  carriages  away  a  short  dis- 
tance and  cnt  them  to  pieces.  I  then  mounted  the  men  upon  the  horses  and  pro- 
ceeded through  the  woods.  At  this  time  I  lost  a  sergeant  and  5  men,  taken  prisoners. 
I  kept  along  for  several  miles,  and  finally  joined  the  cavalry  and  came  on  with  them 
to  CoUierville.  The  two  pieces  of  the  Fourteenth  Indiana  Battery  were  charged 
upon  and  taken  in  action  on  the  hill  at  the  cross-roads.  Captain  Joyce,  I  believe, 
joined  his  regiment,  the  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry,  and  brought  his  guns  through 
safely.  In  consequence  of  the  bad  state  of  the  roads,  and  the  scarcity  of  forage,  our 
horses  were  very  much  reduced  when  we  went  into  action. 

Question.  How  much  ammunition  had  you  with  the  one  gun  after 
you  passed  Hatchie  bottom  ? 

Answer.  I  had  three  limbers  full,  120  rounds,  because  I  had  constantly  kept  the 
limber  full  at  the  expense  of  the  caissons. 

Question.  Did  you   see    General   Grierson  or  Sturgis,  or  Colonel 
McMillen  at  Ripley? 

Answer.  I  saw  General  Grierson  personally.    I  only  know  from  hearsay  that  Gen- 
eral Sturgis  was  there. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  orders  at  Ripley  to  put  your  piece  in 
position  where  it  could  be  used  against  the  enemy  ? 
Answer.  I  did  not. 
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Question.  Did  you  report  your  arrival  there  and  condition  t«  Colonel 
Winslow  or  General  Grierson? 

An.swer.  I  reported  to  Captain  Woodward,  General  Grierson's  assistant  adjutant- 
general.  I  did  not  see  Colonel  Winslow,  but  saw  his  adjutant  shortly  after  I  had 
reported  to  Captain  Woodward. 

Question.  Did  you  see  General  Sturgis  at  the  cross-roads  before  you 
commenced  firing  at  the  enemy  ? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  I  did  shortly  before. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  instructions  from  him  in  regard  to 
placing  your  pieces  or  firing  on  the  enemy? 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

(Juestion.  By  whose  order  did  you  commence  firing  over  our  line  of 
cavalry? 

Answer.  By  cither  General  Grierson's  or  Captain  Woodward's,  his  adjutant- 
genei-al. 

Question.  Could  you  see  the  enemy  from  your  i>osition  ? 

Answer.  Only  from  the  position  of  my  left  piece,  the  extreme  left  piece  of  all  that 
were  on  the  hill.  The  others  were  fired  by  guess-work,  by  information  gained  by 
going  to  the  front,  .and  by  reports  from  the  front. 

Question.  What  were  the  surroundings  of  your  position  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  ground  and  timber? 

Answer.  We  were  on  a  high  piece  of  ground,  in  an  opening  which  had  been  cleared 
for  Brice's  house,  the  ground  to  the  rear,  left  and  left  front,  descending  consider- 
ably from  our  position.  To  the  right  and  the  right  front  the  ground  was  more  on  a 
level  witli  our  position.  We  were  surrounded  by  dense  timljer,  dense  woods  and 
thicket,  the  roads  being  the  only  openings.  The  woods  were  in  close  proximity  to 
the  guns. 

Question.  How  near  could  the  enemy  approach  your  guns  before  you 
could  see  them? 

Answer.  By  making  their  appro.ach  through  the  woods,  avoiding  the  roads,  they 
could  come  within  from  50  to  100  yards  before  being  discovered,  I  should  judge, 
OAving  to  the  density  of  the  woods  and  the  inclination  of  the  ground. 

Question,  Did  the  enemy  commence  firing  at  you  at  your  first  posi- 
tion before  you  commenced  firing? 

Answer.  They  did  not,  but  almost  immediately  afterward. 

Question.  How  many  pieces  did  they  open  upon  you  at  any  one  time? 

Answer.  I  thought  there  were  six,  there  might  have  been  eight.  They  fired  very 
rapidly.     From  the  commencement  of  their  firing  they  had  our  range  exactly. 

Question.  How  much  open  or  cleared  ground  was  there  at  that  place? 

Answer.  The  open  ground  was  very  contracted.  There  was  scarcely  room  to  put 
the  six  guns  in  position.  The  ambulances  and  led  horses  were  there,  and  the  ground 
was  very  nmch  crowded;  but  there  was  no  confusion  during  the  time  the  cavalry 
Avere  eug.aged.  The  cavalry  lines  were  very  badly  pressed  in  the  center,  although 
they  held  their  position  at  tiie  time  the  infantry  came  up.  There  was  a  cavalry  force 
engaged  on  the  left  when  I  moved  from  the  hill. 

Question.  How  long  did  General  Sturgis  remain  at  the  cross-roads? 

Answer.  He  was  there  from  the  time  of  his  first  arrival  until  the  rebel  battery 
connnenced  firing;  he  left  then,  and  came  back  two  or  three  times  afterward.  I 
saw  him  there  immediately  after  the  artillery  had  ceased  firing. 

Question.  Why  did  the  artillery  cease  firing? 

Answer.  Because  the  rebel  guns  were  silent  and  we  could  see  no  opportunity  to  do 
any  damage.    General  Sturgis  came  up  just  after,  and  I  reported  to  him  what  I  had 
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(lone  and  the  reasons  for  it,  and  he  said  that  -was  right.  I  saw  him  there  once  very 
shortly  after  that,  and  I  did  not  see  him  aa;ain  until  we  were  crossing  the  low  ground 
where  the  wagon  train  was  parked  after  the  stampede  had  commenced. 

Question.  How  long  was  it  after  your  artillery  ceased  firing  before 
the  infantry  column  came  up? 

Answer.  They  came  up  before  we  had  ceased  firing,  and  we  h.adto  check  onr  firing 
a  little  in  order  to  iillow  them  to  pass. 

Question,  l^id  you  see  the  main  cavalry  line  from  your  position? 

Answer.  I  conld  see  no  portion  of  it  from  our  position. 

At  G  p.  m.  tlie  Board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  3  p.  m. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  15, 1864 — 3  p.  m. 

The  Board  met  pnrsuniit  to  adjournment. 

The  members  of  the.  Board  and  the  recorder  ]iresent. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  session  read  and  api)roved. 

L.  M.  SiMANOE  duly  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  President  : 
Question.  State  your  name,  place  of  residence,  and  the  nature  of 
your  connection  with  the  army. 

Answer.  L.  M.  Simanoe;  I  live  a  mile  and  a  half  northeast  of  Brice's  Cross-Eoads, 
in  Tishomingo  County,  Miss. ;  I  am  clerk  for  the  sutler  of  the  One  hundred  and  four- 
teenth Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there,  and  when  were  you  there 
last? 

Answer.  I  have  lived  there  about  ten  months ;  I  was  last  there  about  four  months 
ago. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  roads  and  the  country  from 
Ripley  to  Baldwyn  and  Guntowii  ? 

Answer.  I  know  every  foot  of  the  road  and  am  well  acquainted  with  the  country. 

Question.  Examiue  the  map  now  shown  to  you  (marked  Exhibit  P*), 
and  state  if  it  is  a  correct  representation  of  tlie  roads  and  adjacent 
country  between  Stubbs'  iilantation  and  Brice's  Cross -Roads. 

Answer.  Upon  examination  I  find  it  substantially  correct.  It  is  the  map  made  by 
Col.  I.  G.  Kappner  from  the  information  given  him  by  me. 

Question.  What  is  the  distance  from  Ripley  to  Brice's  Cross-Roads? 

Answer.  Twenty-two  miles  and  a  lialf.  From  Stubbs'  to  the  cross-roads  it  is 
eight  or  nine  miles ;  I  can't  say  which. 

Question.  How  far  is  Brice's  Cross-Roads  from  Baldwyn  and  Gun- 
town? 

Answer.  It  is  five  miles  from  Uiiidwyn  and  six  from  Guntown. 

Question.  What  is  the  distance  from  Agnew's  house  to  Brice's  Cross- 
Roads? 

Answer.  Tliree  miles. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  swamp  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  south  of  Stnbbs'  plantation? 

Answer.  I  know  it  very  well.  It  is  aboxit  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  Stubbs'  and 
near  Widow  Chisholm's. 


*  To  appear  in  the  Atlas. 
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Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  swamps  between  there  and  the 
cross-roads'? 

Answer.  There  are  no  swamps  proper,  bnt  tlioro  in  nsnally^a  ])lantalion  at  each 
bottom,  and  the  road  across  each  bottom  is  through  a  narrow  lane  which  is  always 
very  muddy  in  wet  Aveather. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  road  passing  aiound  this  bottom  near 
the  Widow  Chisholm's'? 

Answer.  There  is  a  good  road  going  iuonud  it  a  half  mile  to  the  west,  wliich  avoids 
the  swamp  and  crosses  the  creek  on  a  good  sandy  road.  This  road  is  represented  on 
the  map. 

Question.  What  creek  runs  through  this  swamp? 

Answer.  It  is  a  small  creek  running  southwest  connecting  with  Willhite's  Creek, 
which  discharges  itself  into  the  Tallahatchie. 

Question.  Does  the  road  from  Eijjley  to  Brice's  Cross-lioads  cross 
the  Hatchie  Eiver  at  any  jjlace'? 

Answer.  It  does  not. 

Question.  Is  there  any  low  place  on  the  road  which  is  i»roperly  called 
Hatchie  Swamp  or  bottom'? 

Answer.  There  is  not. 

Question..  What  do  you  know  about  the  quantity  of  corn  in  tlie 
region  of  country  between  Eijjley  and  Guntown? 

Answer.  From  Eipley  to  the  cross-roads  the  corn  is  very  scarce  along  the  road, 
but  south  and  east  of  the  cross-roads  there  is  plenty  of  corn  and  meat. 

Question.  How  is  it  off  the  road  five  or  six  miles  this  side  of  the 
cross-roads? 

Answer.  On  the  north  side  I  know  of  bnt  one,  and  on  the  south  side  of  but  two 
persons  having  plenty  of  corn.     Others  have  not  more  than  enough  for  their  bread. 


Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  rebel  camps  near  Brice's  Cross-Eoads? 

Answer.  They  have  regular  cavalry  camps  in  that  vicinity  on  account  of  the  corn 
id  meat  that  is  there. 

At  4  p.  m.  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  Monday,  the  18th,  at  2  p.  m. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  Jtily  18, 1864—2]).  m. 
The  Board  met  ]rarsuant  to  adjournment. 
Present,  the  members  of  the  Board  and  the  recorder. 
The  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

Col.  G.  E.  Waeing  duly  s.worn  and  examined. 
By  tlie  President  : 

Question.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment;  the  length  of  time 
you  have  been  in  the  service,  and  the  position  you  occupied  on  the  late 
expedition  under  General  Sturgis. 

Answer.  George  E.  Waring,  jr. ;  colonel  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry ;  Ihavebeenin 
the  service  since  May  17, 1861;  I  commanded  the  First  Brigade  of  the  Cavalry  Di- 
vision under  General  Grierson  on  the  late  expedition. 

Question.  How  were  your  animals  furnished  with  forage? 

Answer.  My  cavalry  horses  were  supplied  with  what  little  corn  I  could  pick  up 
on  the  road  after  sending  from  three  to  six  miles  for  it.  I  brought  iu  my  supply 
train  souie  oats,  with  which  I  fed  the  horses  of  the  artillery. 
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Question.  Did  you  have  much  difficulty  in  procuring  a  supply  of 
forage? 

Answer.  We  did  after  leaving  Salem,  but  not  much  before  that. 

Question.  Did  you  find  forage  at  Stubbs'  plantation  on  the  march 
out? 

Answer.  We  found  some,  but  not  enough  for  a  night's  feed.  There  Avas  other  for- 
age there  which  we  were  not  allowed  to  take;  it  was  left  for  the  artillery  horses  of 
the  infantry  and  for  the  train. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  forage  or  growing  corn  being  gTiarded 
by  the  troops  so  as  not  to  be  taken? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  much  forage  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  country? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  there  was  very  little,  ami  that  the  corn  which  wo 
took  was  in  many  instances  the  bread  supply  of  families. 

Question.  At  what  point  and  at  what  time  did  you  iirst  learn  that 
the  enemy  were  in  force  in  your  front? 

Answer.  We  were  informed  at  Brice's  Cross-Roads  that  tlic  main  force  of  the 
enemy  was  at  Baldwyn,  but  it  was  not  until  we  engaged  their  pickets  from  half  a 
mile  to  a  mile  east  of  the  cross-roads  that  we  found  that  we  were  to  be  resisted 
there. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  information  as  to  the  whereabouts  of 
the  enemy  before  reaching  Brice's  Cross-Eoads? 
Answer.  None  whatever. 

Question.  At  what  time  in  the  day  did  you  iirst  engage  the  enemy? 
Answer.  At  10  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Question.  What  portion  of  the  cavalry  first  became  engaged  with  the 
enemy? 

Answer.  My  brigade.     I  was  in  the  advance  that  day. 

Question.  Where  was  your  first  line  of  battle  formed? 

Answer.  At  the  Baldwyn  road,  to  the  west  side  of  the  first  cleared  land  beyond 
Brice's  Cross-Roads,  a  little  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant. 

Question.  Where  was  the  Second  Brigade  formed? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  the  ground  on  which  thoy  were  formed.  I  understood  they 
were  across  the  Guntown  road  facing  south,  and  iu  connection  with  iny  right. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  maintain  your  original  position  ? 

Answer.  Four  hours. 

Question.  Did  you  use  any  artilleiy  against  the  enemy? 

Answer.  I  fired  112  rounds  from  the  mountain  howitzers  and  twelve  or  fifteen 
rounds  from  a  section  of  the  Fourteenth  Indiana  Battery. 

Question.  Where  was  your  artillery  stationed? 

Answer.  My  howitzers  were  in  my  line  of  skirmishers,  and  the  Fourteenth  Indiana 
Battery  was  placed  about  the  center  of  uiy  line  of  battle,  just  on  tlie  right  of  the 
Baldwyn  road.  That  section  Avas  kept  there  only  until  some  sharjishoottirs  were 
cleared  out  of  a  house  and  then  sent  immediately  to  the  rear. 

Question.  Was  there  open  space  in  front  of  your  entire  line? 

Answer.  There  was. 

Question.  Did  the  enemy  advance  across  that  open  ground  while  you 
were  there? 
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AriBwer.  Yes,  sir;  they  advanced  throe  times.  Twice  they  were  driven  hack  and 
the  third  time  they  drove  us. 

Question.  Did  you  recover  your  origiual  position  after  that? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  did  not. 

Question.  How  many  men  did  yon  Lave  in  the  fight? 

Answer.  Exclusive  of  horse  holders  and  inckidiug  the  artillery,  about  1,150. 

Question.  How  many  men  did  you  Lave  in  killed  and  wounded  in  the 
fight? 

Answer.  Twenty-two  killed  and  57  wounded. 

Question.  Did  the  enemy  use  any  artillery  against  your  line? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  had  one  section,  but  it  did  not  amount  to  anything. 

Question.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  attacking  force  of  the  enemy 
as  far  as  you  could  judge? 

Answer.  I  think  my  line  was  .attacked,  when  it  was  driven  back,  by  at  least  •1,000 
infantry  with  muskets  and  bayonets.     There  was  a  double  skirmish  line. 

Question.  Was  the  other  brigade  attacked  at  that  time? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  did  they  drive  you  back  ? 

Answer.  About  300  yards. 

Question.  Did  the  enemy  make  any  effort  to  drive  you  still  farther 
back? 

Answer.  We  were  relieved  by  the  infantry  and  ordered  to  fall  back  before  the 
enemy  gathered  for  another  attack. 

Question.  Was  your  last  line  in  thick  timber? 

Answer.  It  was  in  very  close  young  oak  timber. 

Question.  What  infantry  relieved  your  brigade? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question.  Did  the  infantry  form  on  the  same  line  that  you  were  occu- 
pying? 

Answer.  Essentially  so. 

Question.  How  far  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  Baldwyu  road  did  your 
last  line  extend? 

Answer.  That  was  very  small,  sir.  I  had  not  more  than  400  or  500  men  in  line, 
and  they  were  near  tfie  Baldwyn  road  and  not  engaged  with  tlic  eueiu.v.  I  held 
the  line  longer  than  I  thought  I  ought  to  be  required  to  do  with  the  men  I  had,  and 
could  only  do  so  by  assuring  the  men  that  the  infantry  were  near  bj'. 

Question.  In  what  direction  did  you  retire  when  you  left  that  position  ? 

Answer.  I  retired  on  the  Eipley  road.  Most  of  the  force  wont  across  the  angle  be- 
tween that  and  the  Baldwyn  road. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  orders  from  General  Grierson  or  Gen- 
eral Sturgis  when  you  fell  back,  in  relation  to  the  direction  of  your  fall- 
ing back? 

Answer.  My  position  was  assigned  me,  I  can't  say  whether  by  General  Grierson 
or  General  Sturgis.    They  were  together  and  I  spoke  to  both. 

Question.  Did  you  see  General  Sturgis'  escort  in  line  on  the  left? 

Answer.  I  saw  them  on  the  road  to  Baldwyn,  They  came  np  with  the  infantry 
and  made  a  charge. 
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Question.  Did  you  hold  the  Baldwyn  road  mitH  the  infantry  came  up 
and  took  position  on  that  road? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  "What  Avas  your  next  position  ? 

Answer.  My  next  position  was  iu  a  low  field  on  the  east  side  of  Tishomingo  Creek. 
My  men  dismounted  and  were  thrown  forward  as  sktrmishers,  under  the  cover  of  a 
fence. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  remain  there,  what  orders  did  you  re- 
ceive, and  what  did  you  do  after  that? 

Answer.  I  shonld  think  I  rtmaincd  there  an  hour  and  a  half;  most  of  the  time  I 
was  with  General  Sturgis  and  near  the  cross-roads.  Soon  after  4  o'clock  I  was 
ordered  to  retreat,  and  did  so ;  I  think  about  half  a  mile.  It  was  at  the  first  house 
after  crossing  the  creek. 

Question.  Was  your  command  replenished  with  ammunition  after 
you  went  into  the  fight? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Wo  had  used  the  most  of  our  ammunition  in  the  fight.  Before 
retreating  we  replenished  our  boxes  so  far  as  wo  could  from  the  wagons.  A  very 
little  of  tho  ammunition  belonging  to  my  brigade  was  left  then,  and  wo  took  all 
there  was. 

Question.  How  much  ammunition  had  your  men  when  you  arrived  at 
Eipley? 

Answer.  From  five  to  twenty-five  rounds.     We  i)robably  averaged  twenty  rounds. 

Question.  During  the  retreat  from  Ripley  were  you  at  the  rear  or 
head  of  the  column? 

Answer.  The  position  of  my  brigade  was  at  the  head  of  the  column.  Three  of  my 
four  regiments  were  alternately  at  the  rear. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  you  reach  CoUiervillc,  and  at  what  time 
did  you  leave  there  ? 

Answer.  I  think  we  reached  there  a  little  before  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
12th,  and  left  a  little  after  sunset  on  the  same  day. 

Question.  What  Avas  the  occasion  of  your  leaving  CoUierville  at  that 
time  ? 

Answer.  We  were  ordered  to  do  so  by  General  Grierson. 

Question.  Had  rations  and  forage  been  sent  out  to  CollierviUc  by  ra;il 
for  the  command  ? 

Answer.  Plenty  of  rations  had  been  sent,  but  there  was  not  sufficient  forage. 

Question.  Was  there  not  an  alarm  gotten  up  which  was  the  occasion 
of  your  leaving  CoUierville  that  night? 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  alarm,  except  that  arising  from  our  condition.  I  heard  no 
report  that  we  were  to  be  attacked. 

Question.  To  what  causes  do  you  attribute  the  defeat  of  our  forces  at 
Bricc's  Cross-Eoads? 

Answer.  I  think  that  the  force  of  the  enemy  largely  outnumbered  any  force  which 
we  opposed  to  them  at  any  one  time,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  enemy  outnum- 
bered our  whole  force.  I  was  not  in  a  position  to  judge.  I  was  never  taken  into 
consultation.  I  did  not  know  what  General  Sturgis'  orders  were,  and  did  not  hear 
the  reports  concerning  the  enemy. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  of  any  general  oflBcer  or  brigade  or  regi- 
mental commander  getting  intoxicated  on  the  day  of  the  battle  or  dur- 
ing the  expedition? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 
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Questiou.  How  long  after  you  were  relieved  by  the  infantry  before 
they  Avere  attacked  by  the  enemy? 

Answer.  I  think  about' fifteen  minutes,  but  as  soon  as  they  had  got  their  Une 
formed. 

Question.  Was  your  line  relieved  all  at  once? 

Answer.  My  line  had  just-been  driven  back,  and  I  was  commencing  to  form  a 
second  line,  and  had  400  or  500  men  in  position,  when  I  saw  the  head  of  the  infantry 
column.  Colonel  McMillcu  requested  me  to  show  him  the  best  position  for  his  men. 
I  directed  him  to  a  point  to  the  right  of  the  road,  by  forming  from  which  the  left  of 
his  line  would  relieve  my  force  on  and  near  the  road,  his  left  resting  near  the  road. 
I  expected  to  hold  the  left  of  the  road.  As  the  left  of  his  line  came  into  position  on 
the  road  my  line  was  withdrawn  to  the  cover  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  my  men 
were  ordered  to  horse. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Sturgis'  escort  holding  any  portion  of  the  line 
before  the  infantry  had  arrived  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  it  personally,  but  was  informed  that  they  held  a  portion  of 
the  lino  after  my  right  was  driven  back.  My  left  was  still  on  the  Baldwyn  road, 
and  holding  it,  but  the  ground  to  the  right  of  the  road  had  been  uncovered,  and  it 
was  this  portion  of  the  line  they  occupied.  It  may  have  appeared  at  the  cross-roads 
that  the  Baldwyn  road  was  wholly  uncovered,  but  such  was  not  the  case,  ae  my  line 
was  still  on  the  left  of  the  road  and  holding  the  road. 

Question.  Did  the  position  you  took  after  being  relieved  by  the  in- 
fantry cover  the  left  flank  of  the  infantry  line  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  a  good  deal  to  the  rear  of  it. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  cavalry  covering  the  infantry  line? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  of  any  account. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  orders  from  General  Sturgis  or  Gen- 
eral Grierson  to  protect  the  left  flank  of  the  infantry  line? 

Answer.  The  position  I  took  was  assigned  to  me  by  General  Grierson.  It  was 
on  the  left  of  the  Seventy-second  Ohio  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  north  from  the 
Baldwj-n  road.  I  think  it  was  the  best  position  to  meet  the  enemy  iu  any  heavy 
eifort  to  turn  the  left  flank  of  the  infantry  line.  I  had  alsoabout  200  men  iu  a  ravine 
between  the  Baldwyn  road  and  the  Seventy-second  Ohio. 

Question.  Was  it  customary  on  your  march  to  the  cross-roads  to  have 
the  leading  cavalry  brigade  as  far  in  advance  of  the  infantry  column 
as  it  was  on  the  day  of  the  battle? 

Answer.  The  distance  was  so  great  that  it  is  almost  impossible  for  me  to  say,  but 
I  was  almost  daily  ordered,  and  was  that  day  specially  ordered,  to  keep  out  of  the 
way  of  the  train.     The  order  was  given  to  me  by  General  Grierson. 

Question.  What  is  your  estimate  of  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  at 
Brice's  Cross-Eoads? 

Answer.  As  near  as  I  can  judge  from  12,000  to  15,000  men. 

Lieut.  A.  M.  Kinzie  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  President  : 
Question.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment;  the  length  of  time 
you  have  been  in  tiie  service,  and  your  present  position  in  the  army. 

Answer.  A.M.  Kinzie;  lieutenant,  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry ;  I  have  been  iu  the  serv- 
ice three  years;  I  am  aide-de-camp  to  Major-(5eueral  Washburn. 

Question.  Did  you  go  to  Eipley  in  charge  of  a  flag  of  truce?  and,  if 
so,  state  when. 

Answer.  I  went  to  Eipley  with  a  flag  of  truce;  cannot  state  the  date  exactly;  I 
arrived  there  I  believe  just  two  weeks  after  the  fight  at  Brice's  Cross-Eoads. 
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Question.  State  what  you  learned  at  Eipley  concerning  the  strength 
of  the  enemy  at  that  engagement. 

Answer.  I  learned  from  the  statements  of  Colonel  Faulkner,  and  other  rebel 
officers  and  rebel  soldiers,  -with  whom  I  talked,  that  they  had  about  8,000  men, 
of  whom  about  5,000  were  engaged,  all  of  Avhich  were  cavalry,  the  infantry  not 
arriving  in  time.  The  rebel  cavalry  in  this  section  .are  seldom  armed  Avith  carbines, 
They  are  uniformly  armed  with  the  rifled  musket,  and  are  really  mounted  infantry, 
although  called  cavalry. 

At  6  p.  m.  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  p.  m.  Thursday,  July  21, 
1864. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  21,  1864— 2  p.  m. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  members  of  the  Board  and  the  recorder  present. 
The  minutes  of  the  preceding  session  read  and  approved. 

Capt.  J.  A.  Fitch  duly  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  President  : 

Question.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment;  the  length  of  time 
you  have  been  in  the  service,  and  the  position  you  occupied  on  the  late 
expedition  under  General  Stmrgis. 

Answer.  John  A.  Fitch;  captain  Company  E,  First  Illinois  Light  Artillery ;  I  en- 
tered the  service  iu  October,  1861;  in  the  late  expedition  I  commanded  two  sec- 
tions (four  pieces)  of  my  battery. 

Question.  How  were  you  furnished  or  snpphed  with  forage  on  the 

march  ouf? 

Answer.  I  was  instructed  to  take  only  sufficient  forage  to  last  to  La  Fayette,  but 
took  a  wagon-load,  which  I  madu  to  last  rae  until  I  got  to  Ripley.  After  I  left  there 
all  that  we  had  was  what  we  picked  up  along  the  road,  which  did  not  amount  to  a 
half  a  feed  at  any  time. 

Question.  Was  the  march  from  La  Fayette  to  Brice's  Cross-Eoads 
made  in  as  short  a  time  as  it  could  have  been;' and,  if  not,  how  much 
more  time  was  consumed  than  necessary '? 

Answer.  I  think  it  could  have  been  made  in  two  days'  less  tim.e  and  just  as  easily 
as  we  made  it. 

Question.  What  part  did  your  battery  take  in  the  battle  of  Brice's 
Cross-lloads? 

Answer.  In  the  movement  of  that  day  the  First  Brigade,  to  which  I  was  attached, 
was  in  the  rearoftlie  infantry  column.  While  moving,  about  12  o'clock  on  the  10th,  a 
courier  came  back  with  the  information  that  there  was  lighting  in  front.  Shortly 
after  we  heard  firing.  After  moving  along  perhaps  three-quarters  of  an  lionr  word 
was  sent  back  to  move  up  more  rapidly.  The  entire  column  commoiicod  moving  jit  an 
increased  pace.  Shortly  after  I  noticed  many  infantry  soliliers  lying  along  the  road 
evidently  suffering  frorn  the  effects  of  the  heat.  The  firing  at  this  time  appeared  to 
increase,  and  the  exhausted  men  by  the  roadside  appeared  to  iiccumuliito ;  many  of 
them  were  suffering  from  sunstroke.  T  arrived  on  the  battle-ground,  I  should  think, 
at  2.30  o'clock,  and  was  ordered  by  Colonel  McMillen  to  post  my  battery  in  reserve 
on  the  left  of  the  road,  just  near  Brice's  house,  which  I  did.  I  was  ordered  to  wait 
there  and  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  go  ivito  actional  a  moment's  notice.  Tlic  in  Ian- 
try  were  filing  past  me  and  taking  position.  I  waited  in  that  position  abont  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  I  should  thinlt;  and  all  at  once  the  firing  along  the  whole  line 
grew  very  heavy,  and  I  was  ordered  by  an  aide  of  Colonel  McMillen,  Liontenaut 
Abel,  to  move  one  of  my  12-ponnder  Napoleons  right  in  (the  crossing  of  tlie  two 
roads.  I  could  not  see  the  enemy  on  account  of  the  brush,  which  was  distant  abont 
forty  feet  from  my  gun,  but  judging  by  the  firing  of  the  enemy's  position  1  timed 
my  fuses  .at  a  second  and  a  half,  which  gave  me  a  distance  of  450  yards.  I  <ontiuued 
firing  with  shell  and  shrapnel  at  that  distance.    In  a,  short  time  the  Ninth  Minnesota 
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came  up  and  laid  in  the  road  just  on  my  rigbt.  After  lying  there  a  few  moments 
they  moved  forward  into  the  timber  and  very  soon  the  rebels  made  a  determined 
attack  along  our  whole  line.  At  that  time  the  firing  became  very  heavy.  In  a  short 
time  the  regiments  on  myloft  began  to  give  back,  .fust  at  this  time  the  Ninth  Min- 
nesota gave  them  a  heavy  volley  and  were  cheering,  and  seemed  to  be  driving  the 
enemy,  although  I  could  not  see  them.  The  regiments  on  my  left  began  to  fall  back, 
and  some  iifteen  minutes  afterward  the  Ninth  Minnesota  fell  back  on  my  right. 
In  the  mean  time  the  artillery  .which  was  posted  to  the  left  and  front  of  Rrice's  house, 
could  not  fire  on  account  of  the  infantry  coming  in  so  close  in  front  of  thorn.  I  con- 
tinued firing  with  my  single  ])iece  as  I  had  range  directly  on  the  Guntown  road.  About 
this  time  I  had  instructions  from  Colonel  McMillen  to  put  another  piece  in  position  on 
the  road  to  the  right  of  the  cross-roads.  I  got  this  piece  in  position,  but  the  rebels  just 
then  attempted  to  turn  our  right  flank,  and  they  got  so  near  that  I  could  not  use 
this  piece,  and  was  obliged  to  retire  it.  The  rebels  at  the  same  time  turned  both 
flanks  of  our  line  and  forced  the  whole  line  back.  Colonel  McMillen  then  gave 
me  orders  in  person  to  hold  the  cross-roads  at  all  hazards.  I  could  not  see  the 
enemy,  but  judged  from  their  firing  that  they  were  very  near.  I  immediately  gave 
them  canister  with  both  pieces  as  fast  as  I  could  load  and  fire.  The  infantry  at  this 
time  were  about  on  my  flanks,  firing  and  falling  back.  I  held  this  jiosition  at  the 
cross-roads  until  all  the  infantry  had  moved  to  the  rear,  and  so  far  as  I  could  see  I 
was  left  alono.  1  remained  there  firing  until  the  enemy  commenced  to  fire  on  my 
left  and  rear  from  a  position  in  the  garden  of  lirice's  "house,  about  seventy-five  feet 
from  where  I  was.  I  saw  it  Avas  useless  to  remain  longer  and  1  liml)ered  my  two 
guns  to  the  rear,  passing  through  a  field  which  was  ou  the  right  of  the  road  as  we 
advanced,  anil  crossed  the  creek  about  forty  rods  below  the  bridge  and  came  into  the 
road  about  half  a  mile  from  the  battle-field.  My  other  section,  in  charge  of  a  lieu- 
tenant, had  been  withdrawn  from  the  battle-field  by  Colonel  McMillen's  orders  when 
the  left  was  turned,  and  was  at  this  time  in  advance  of  me,  going  to  the  rear.  I  was 
obliged  to  leave  one  caisson  on  the  field,  the  wheel-horses  being  shot.  I  did  not  get 
into  position  again.  With  the  exception  of  the  caisson  I  brought  everything  away 
as  far  as  the  Hatchie  bottom.  There  I  found  the  road  blocked  up  with  the  other 
batteries.  I  staid  there  until  1  o'clock  in  the  morning  trying,  in  conjunction  with 
the  other  captains  of  batteries,  to  find  or  cut  some  other  road  through  the  swamp, 
and  using  every  endeavor  to  pass  through  the  swamp.  At  1  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
finding  it  impossible  to  get  the  guns  through  the  swiimp,  I  reported  the  matter  to 
Colonel  Wilkin,  who  commanded  our  brigade.  He  gave  me  instructions  to  spike 
the  guns  and  destroy  everything  I  could,  mounting  my  men  on  the  horses,  and  move 
with  the  retreating  column.  I  did  this,  spiking  the  guns,  cutting  down  the  spokes 
of  the  wheels,  destroying  the  ammiinitiou,  smashing  the  chests,  and  burning  the 
equipments.  I  mounted  my  men  and  moved  on  with  the  retreating  column  of  in- 
fantry to  Riplej'.     From  there  I  moved  with  the  column  of  cavalry  to  Coilierville. 

Question.  At  what  points  between  the  cross-roads  and  Ripley  did 
you  see  General  Sturgis  and  Colonel  McMillen,  or  either  of  them,  after 
the  battle? 

Answer.  After  we  left  the  cross-roads  I  did  not  see  General  Sturgis  until  we  got 
to  Ripley ;  I  saw  Colonel  McMillen  about  half  a  mile  this  side  of  the  second  white 
house  this  side  of  the  cross-roads.  At  this  time  he  passed  by  me  on  the  road.  I  saw 
him  again  on  the  11th.     I  saw  him  again  at  Coilierville. 

Question.  Did  you  see  General  Sturgis  at  the  cross-roads  during  the 
fight? 

Answer.  I  saw  him  but  once  during  the  fight;  it  was  about  4  o'clock,  I  think. 

Question.  What  sort  of  a  position  was  that  at  the  cross-roads  for 
using  artillery  against  the  enemy! 

Answer.  It  was  no  position  at  all.  I  could  not  see  for  any  distance.  I  could  not 
judge  the  distance  the  enemy  were  from  me,  or  whether  the  ground  rose  or  fell  in 
our  front.     I  could  not  judge  of  the  effect  of  our  firing,  nor  tell  when  we  got  range. 

Question.  How  many  pieces  of  artillery  were  at  the  cross-roads  when 
you  were  there! 

Answer.  There  were  fourteen  pieces  there. 

Question.  How  many  pieces  were  put  into  iwsition  and  used  against 
the  enemy! 

Answer.  Twelve  pieces. 
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Question.  How  many  pieces  of  artillery  did  the  enemy  open  on  you 
at  that  point? 

Answer.  About  six. 

Question.  To  what  causes  do  you  attribute  the  defeat  of  our  forces  at 
Brice's  Cross-Eoads? 

Answer.  I  believe  if  we  had  originally  made  a  stand  at  the  second  white  house, 
letting  the  cavalry  fall  Viack  to  that  point,  we  could  have  fought  them  there  and 
beaten  them.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  enemy  in  that  fight  had  more  men  than 
we  had.  I  think  our  men  were  exhausted  before  they  got  into  the  fight.  I  think 
the  Second  Brigade  were  beaten  before  they  went  into  the  fight  at  all.  I  think  I 
passed  300  of  them  lying  in  the  road  before  reaching  the  cross-roads.  The  position 
at  the  cross-roads  was  a  bad  one  for  artillery,  as  I  have  already  stated. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  general  officer,  brigade  or  regimental 
commander, being  intoxicated  on  the  day  of  the  fight? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

By  Col.  I.  Q.  Kappwek: 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  on  the  expedition  where  for- 
age was  guarded  for  the  benefit  of  citizens? 

Answer.  About  four  miles  beyond  Ripley  I  sent  my  horses  ont  into  a  field  of  oats 
to  graze,  having  no  feed  for  them.  They  were  ordered  out  by  au  orderly  from  Gen- 
eral Sturgis'  headquarters.     I  know  of  uo  other  instance. 

Capt.  J.  M.  Johnson  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Pkesidbnt  : 

Question.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment;  the  length  of  time 
you  have  been  in  the  servi(!e,  and  the  position  you  occupied  on  the  late 
expedition  under  General  Sturgis. 

Answer.  J.  M.  Johnson;  captain,  One  liundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois  Infantry 
Volunteers ;  I  have  been  in  the  service  since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  with  the 
exception  of  two  mouths  in'  the  year  1862 ;  on  the  late  expedition  I  acted  as  field 
officer  and  second  iu  command  in  my  regiment. 

Question.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  men  of  your  regiment  when 
you  went  into  action  at  Brice's  Cross-lioads? 

Answer.  Very  bad ;  nearly  worn  out ;  exhausted  from  heat  and  overmarching. 

Question.  What  was  your  position  when  the  regiment  formed  its  first 
line  of  battle? 

Answer.  I  was  in  the  center  of  the  left  wing;  Colonel  King  was  on  the  right. 
The  ground  where  the  regiment  was  formed  was  nearly  level  and  grown  up  very 
thick  with  underbrush,  what  we  would  call  blackjack  iu  our  country. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  enemy  in  y9ur  front? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  troops  joined  your  regiment  on  the  left  in  line? 

Answer.  The  Second  Brigade  was  on  our  left,  but  not  within  1.50  yards  of  us.  I 
could  not  say  how  far  exactly. 

Question.  How  long  after  your  regiment  became  engaged  was  it  that 
the  enemy  turned  your  left  ilauk? 

Answer.  It  was  from  a  half  to  three-quarters  of  an  hour. 

Question.  Did  the  enemy  turn  tlie  right  and  left  flanks  of  your  regi- 
ment at  the  same  time? 

Answer.  Very  near  the  same  time,  but  I  think  they  were  on  the  left  flauk  first. 
Question.  To  what  causes  do  you  attribute  the  defeat  of  our  forces  at 
Brice's  Gross-Eoads? 
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Answer.  I  should  suppose  by  crowding  the  men  up,  fatiguing  them,  the  position 
in  which  they  were  placed  in  the  field,  and  want  of  connection  between  the  lines. 
When  wo  first  wont  into  position  I  restrained  my  men  from  firing,  Laving  been  told 
that  there  was  another  line  of  our  troops  in  our  iront,  which  I  supposed  to  be  a  line 
of  skirmishers.  My  men  lying  down  could  see,  under  the  brush,  the  rebels  moving 
back  and  forth  in  our  front,  aud  occasionally  fired  at  them,  for  which  I  reproved 
them,  supposing  tlioy  were  firing  on  our  men  by  mistake.  The  men  claimed  that  they 
were  rebels  as  some  of  them  had  on  gray  clothes.  This  lasted  about  twenty  minutes, 
when  I  concluded  that  there  were  none  of  our  men  in  front  and  ordered  my  men  to 
open  fire. 

Question.  What  was  the  feeling  of  the  troops  as  far  as  regards  con- 
fidence in  their  commanding  general'^ 

Answer.  Rather  poor.  The  men  generally  expressed  want  of  confidence  in  their 
commanding  general.  I  heard  the  men  say  frequently  that  General  Sturgishad  said 
he  expected  to  lose  his  trainT 

Question.  What  acts  of  mismanagement  on  the  part  of  commanding 
oflScers  came  under  your  observation"^ 

Answer.  There  was  not  care  taken  to  form  the  lines  properly.  The  diiferent  por- 
tions of  the  line  were  not  properly  connected.  The  position  at  the  cross-roads 
ought  not  to  have  been  taken  at  all.  The  i)osition  itself  whipped  us.  In  my  opinion 
the  position  ought  to  have  been  taken  two  miles  this  side  of  the  cross-roads. 

Question.  After  faUiug  back  from  the  cross-roads  could  your  regiment 
have  been  rallied  at  the  position  you  refer  to ! 

Answer.  It  was  rallied  and  formed  in  line  there. 

Question.  How  long  did  it  remain  in  line  there? 

Answer.  We  remained  there,  I  should  think,  half  an  hour.  We  were  ordered  to 
fall  back  from  this  position  at  the  end  of  that  time. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  general  officer  or  brigade  or  regi- 
mental commander  being  intoxicated  on  the  exi)edition? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  do.  Colonel  McMillen,  I  would  say,  was  drunk  on  the  cars 
between  here  and  CoUierville  on  the  day  we  went  out  from  here.  The  soldiers  saw 
him  in  this  condition. 

Question.  Were  there  any  unnecessary  delays  on  the  outwaid  march 
of  the  expedition'? 

Answer.  There  was  a  delay  of  time.  On  the  whole  I  think  we  lost  over  a  day  un- 
necessarily in  going  out. 

At  5.30  p.  m.  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  p.  m.  to-morrow. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  22, 1864— 2  p.  m. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present,  the  members  of  tlie  Board  and  the  recorder. 
The  minutes  of  the  preceding  session  M-ere  read  and  approved. 

Capt.  E.  O.  Mallory  duly  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  President  : 

Question.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment;  the  length  of  time 
you  have  been  in  the  service,  and  the  position  you  occupied  on  the  late 
expedition  under  General  Sturgis. 

Answer.  Egbert  O.  Mallory;  captain.  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois  Infan- 
try Volunteers ;  I  have  been  in  the  service  since  July  18,  1862 ;  on  the  expedition  I 
commanded  my  comjiany.  Company  I. 

Question.  What  was  the  condition  of  your  men  when  they  went  into 
the  fight  at  Brice's  Oross-Roads  on  the  10th  of  June"? 

Answer.  They  were  greatly  exhausted  from  marching  in  quick  and  double-quick 
time  in  the  heat  of  the  day. 
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Question.  How  long  after  you  arrived  at  the  cross-roads  before  you 
were  eugaged  with  the  enemy? 

Answer.  About  half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  commanding  oificer  drink  any  intoxicat- 
ing liquor  on  the  day  of  the  fight? 

Answer.  I  can't  say  that  I  did.  1  saw  two  of  them  drinking  from  a  bottle;  they 
were  General  Sturgis  and  Colonel  McMillen.  It  was  iu  the  road  where  we  formed 
■  the  first  line  after  falling  back  from  the  cross-roads  at  what  we  called  the  white 
house. 

Question.  What  was  the  feeling?  among  the  men  as  regards  confidence 
in  their  commanding  general? 

Answer.  They  had  no  confidence  iu  him.     I  heard  thfcn  express  that  opinion. 
Question.  What  caused  that  feeling? 

Answer.  The  past  history  of  the  man  and  their  having  been  with  him  on  his  for- 
mer expedition. 

Private  Andrew*  Armstrong  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  President  : 

Question.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment. 

Answer.  Andrew  Armstrong ;  private,  Company  G,  One  hundred  and  fourteenth 
Illinois  Infantry. 

Question.  Were  you  with  your  regiment  in  the  fight  at  Brice's  Cross- 
Roads? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  general  officer  or  colonel  drink  any  intoxi- 
cating liquor  on  the  day  of  the  fight?  and,  if  so,  state  the  circumstances. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  General  Sturgis  and  Colonel  McMillen  with  a  bottle  of 
whisky  about  sundown  on  that  day  where  we  formed  our  last  line,  about  half  a  mile 
from  what  is  called  the  last  white  house.  I  saw  Colonel  McMillen  pass  the  bottle  to 
General  Sturgis  and  saw  him  (General  S.)  take  a  drink. 

Question.  What  kind  of  con^'ersatiou  did  you  hear  between  Colonel 
McMillen  and  General  Sturgis  at  that  time? 

Answer.  I  heard  no  conversation  between  them,  but  1  heard  Colonel  McMillen 
after  the  drinking  give  the  order  to  Colonel  Wilkin  to  form  his  brigade  in  line  and 
to  hold  that  position  until  dark,  and  said,  "We  will  form  a  new  line  about  three 
miles  from  here,  and  you  can  retire  behind  that,  and  we  will  whip  them  yet." 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  general  officer  or  colonel  intoxicated  at 
any  time  after  the  expedition  left  Memphis? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  Colonel  McMillen  intoxicated  on  the  cars,  and  saw  him 
fall  out  of  the  car  at  the  place  where  the  troops  left  the  train.  I  saw  him  fall  on<!e 
after  he  got  off  the  cars. 

Question.  What  was  the  feeling  among  the  men  before  the  battle  as 
regards  confidence  in  their  commanding  general? 

Answer.  From  what  I  could  learn  they  .seemed  to  have  but  little  confidence  in 
their  general. 

Question.  W^hat  reasons  did  you  hear  given  for  want  of  confidence  in 
the  general? 

Answer.  It  was  from  the  loitering  and  careless  manner  in  which  we  marched  till 
we  arrived  at  Ripley.     After  that  we  were  ordered  to  stay  close  in  the  ranks. 

At  5  p.  m.  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  p.  m.  to-morrow. 
*  Borne  ou  the  muster-rolls  of  his  company  as  Leander. 


Chap.  LI.]  EXPEDITION  INTO  MISSISSIPPI.  199 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  23, 1864— 3  p.  m. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  memberH  of  the  Board  and  the  recorder  present. 
The  minutes  of  the  preceding  session  were  read  aLd  approved. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  H.  Grierson  duly  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  President  : 

Question.  State  your  name  and  rank;  the  length  of  time  you  have 
been  in  service,  and  the  position  you  occupied  on  the  late  expedition 
under  General  Sturgis. 

Auswer.  B.  II.  Grierson;  Brigadier-General  U.  S.  Volnnteors ;  I  have  been  iu  the 
service  since  May,  1861;  on  the  late  expedition  I  commanded  the  Cavalry  Division. 

Question.  What  time  did  your  command  leave  La  Fayette? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  on  the  2d  of  June. 

Question.  How  many  days'  forage  did  you  take  for  your  animals? 

Answer.  We  did  not  take  any,  but  we  got  a  feed  or  two  by  sending  back  to  the 
railroad. 

Question.  Did  you  find  sufficient  forage  after  that  from  there  to  Brice'a 
Cross-Roads'?     ■ 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  was  very  difficult  to  obtain  forage.  The  foraging  was  very 
hard  on  the  command. 

Question.  Was  there  any  order  prohibiting  feeding  on  growing  oats, 
wheat,  &C.I 

Answer.  There  was  no  order,  I  believe,  bnt  that  is  not  good  feed. 

Question.  How  were  you  supplied  with  forage  on  this  last  expedition 
under  General  Smith"? 

Answer.  We  managed  to  take  along  a  little,  bnt  were  more  fortunate  than  when 
upon  the  other  expedition. 

Question.  What  route  did  you  take  on  this  last  trip? 

Answer.  From  La  Fayette  we  took  the  direct  route  to  Ripley,  and  from  there  to 
New  Albany  and  Pontotoc,  the  cavalry  marching  on  the  flanks  and  in  the  advance 
and  rear  wherever  i>ractieable. 

Question.  Had  General  Smith  as  large  a  train  as  General  Sturgis? 

Answer.  I  did  not  count  them,  but  do  not  think  there  was  much  difference. 

Question.  What  was  the  condition  of  your  animals  on  your  return 
from  the  expedition  under  General  Smith?  . 

Answer.  Very  fair.     Much  better  than  I  would  have  expected. 

Question.  Were  any  orders  issued  by  General  Sturgis  or  yourself  for 
guarding  forage  for  the  benefit  of  citizens? 

Answer.  There  were  occasional  cases  where  guards  were  placed  over  the  corn  of 
those  who  had  relatives  iu  our  anny,  but  those  cases  were  very  rare. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  a  consultation  of  officers  under  Gen- 
eral Sturgis,  at  Eipley,  on  the  march  out? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  occurred  at  the  consultation,  and  what  was  the 
result? 

Answer.  Colonel  Hoge,  ColonelMcMillen,  General  Sturgis,  and  myself  were  present. 
It  seemed  we  were  called  together  to  consult  as  to  what  was  best  to  be  doue  under  the 
circumstances.  The  general  asked  me  my  o])inion,  and  I  gave  it  to  him.  I  thought, 
couaideriug  the  condition  of  the  roads,  which  were  very  bad  iu  consequence  of  the 
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rain,  and  considering  that  the  command  was  encumbered  with  a  large  train,  and 
that  we  were  marching  directly  toward  the  line  of  the  enemy's  communications,  and 
that  our  march  had  been  so  slow  that  the  enemy  would  have  ample  time  to  know 
our  whole  force,  aiyl  concentrate  his — under  these  circumstances  any  advance  from 
that  point  I  deemed  hazardous,  and  if  he  did  advance  beyond  there  I  advised  him 
not  to  advance  with  the  train.  I  think,  but  am  not  positive,  that  General  Sturgis 
was  of  the  same  opinion  with  me.  Colonel  McMilleu  referred  to  the  previous  expe- 
dition, and  upon  account  of  their  failure  at  that  time  to  find  the  enemy,  he  was  in 
favor  of  going  on,  if  we  did  get  whipped.  It  was  understood  that  the  train  was  to 
be  considerably  reduced  before  we  advanced  much  farther.  Previous  to  this  I  had 
understood  we  were  to  take  the  Ellistown  road.  General  Sturgis  informed  me  then 
that  we  would  take  the  Fulton  road,  as  that  was  the  best  road  that  led  out  of  Rip- 
ley. As  I  was  leaving  the  conference  1  told  General  Sturgis  I  supposed  we  would 
have  to  go  on  and  fight  whatever  we  came  to;  but  that  if  I  were  he,  I  would  take 
the  responsibility  ot  stopping  there  and  not  going  farther  with  the  train,  giving  my 
opinion  that  we  would  be  attacked  there  if  we  waited  for  the  enemy.  He  did  not 
show  me  his  instructions,  but  gave  me  to  understand  that  he  was  to  go  farther,  and 
said  he  wished  to  go  on  so  long  as  there  was  a  feeling  in  the  command  that  he  ought 
to  do  so. 

Question.  At  this  time  what  information  had  you  in  regard  to  the 
strength  and  movements  of  the  enemy? 

Answer.  At  this  time  we  had  already  received  information  that  Eucker's  brigade, 
with  which  we  had  been  skirmishing  the  day  before,  was  being  drawn  up  from  Oxford 
toward  Tupelo,  and  that  a  part  of  Buford's  division  was  sent  up  toward  Rienzi  on 
account  of  Colonel  Karg6's  movement,  and  that  the  force  lately  at  Corinth  was  or- 
dered down  to  Tupelo,  where  all  the  rest  of  Forrest's  command  was  concentrated. 
Forrest's  force  was  variously  estimated  at  from  7,000  to  12,000  men. 

Question.  Did  General  Sturgis  have  this  information? 

Answer.  This  information  was  obtained  by  myself  and  command,  and  was  all  given 
to  General  Sturgis  as  soon  as  received. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  march  fi-om  Ripley  was  made  as  quickly 
as  it  could  be? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  very  slow.  The  roads  were  bad,  but  I  think  we  could 
have  made  the  march  in  less  time. 

Question.  At  what  time  in  the  day  and  at  what  place  did  you  encoun- 
ter the  enemy  on  the  10th? 

Answer.  Our  advance  encoimtered  the  enemy's  pickets  at  about  9  o'clock  at  Tish- 
omingo Creek,  a  little  this  side  of  the  cross-roads. 

Question.  Was  the  first  line  of  battle  of  the  cavalry  formed  under 
your  direction? 

Answer.  The  first  thing  done  after  arriving  at  the  cross-roads  was  to  halt  the  com-  ' 
mand  and  send  out  strong  patrols  on  all  the  roads.  Pretty  soon  the  patrols  on  the 
Baldwyn  road  reported  that  they  had  struck  quite  a  force  of  the  enemy  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  beyond,  the  cross-roads.  When  we  reached 'the  cross-roads  we  found 
evident  signs  of  a  large  column  having  lately  passed  there  in  the  direction  of  Bald- 
wyn. Then  we  learned  from  citizens  that  Forrest's  whole  command,  consisting  of 
7,000  or  8,000  men  and  six  pieces  of  artillery,  had  passed  in  that  direction  two  or 
three  days  previously,  and  that  the  day  before  -.ve  were  there  a  small  portion  had 
passed  with  a  train.  I  sent  this  information  immediately  to  General  Sturgis.  When 
the  patrols  reported  the  force  on  the  Baldwyn  road  I  immediately  sent  a  battalion 
out  there  to  hold  them  in  check  and  develop  their  force.  They  reported  back  very 
heavy  skirmishing  and  that  the  enemy  were  in  strong  force.  I  immediately  sent  this 
information  to  General  Sturgis  and  then  ordered  Colonel  Waring's  whole  brigade 
out  on  that  road,  and  also  ordered  Colonel  Wiiislow's  brigade  up  to  the  cross-roads. 
I  went  out  in  person  to  the  line  of  skirmishers  and  viewed  the  ground  all  around 
the  cross-roads  and  on  both  the  Baldwyn  and  Guntown  roads.  I  selected  a  position 
for  Colonel  Waring  about  a  mile  beyond  the  cross-roads  and  in  the  open  timber  be- 
yond the  clearing,  with  instructions  to  hold  the  position  as  long  as  possible,  and, 
when  necessary,  to  fall  back  to  the  edge  of  the  timber  this  side  of  the  clearing, 
where  his  reserve  was  formed,  with  the  open  ground  in  front,  and  take  new  position. 
The  firing  increased,  and  Colonel  Waring  informed  me  that  there  was  a  considerable 
force  of  the  enemy  in  his  Iront,  and  he  would  probably  be  compelled  to  fall  back  to 
the  reserve.    I  immediately  sent  this  information  to  Geu(3Tal  Sturgis.    The  patrol 
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"whicli  I  had  sent  out  on  the  Guntown  road  reported  a  column  moving  from  the  Bald- 
■wyn  to  the  Guntowu  road.  As  I  had  received  no  further  instructions  from  General 
Sturgis,  and  my  previous  instructions  had  been  to  march  that  day  as  far  as  Baldwyn, 
I  concluded  to  hold  that  position  and  await  further  instructions.  I  ordered  forward 
Colonel  AVinslow's  brigade  on  the  Guntowu  road,  with  instructions  to  connect  with 
Colonel  Waring's  right,  and  take  position  in  the  open  ground  in  front  and  with  his 
own  right  at  or  across  the  Guutown  road.  A  portion  of  his  brigade  was  thrown  out 
on  the  Pontotoc  road  to  the  edge  of  the  timber,  where  they  had  a  good  view.  I  kept 
600  men  at  the  Tishomingo  Creek  as  a  reserve. 

Question.  How  long  did  your  line  maintain  its  original  position  along 
the  edge  of  the  timber  ? 

Answer.  Two  hours  at  least. 

Question.  What  message  did  you  send  to  General  Sturgis  during  this 
time? 

Answer.  Directly  after  I  got  the  line  formed  the  figliting  became  heavy  along  the 
whole  line.  I  sent  during  these  two  hours  repeated  messages  to  General  Sturgis,  in- 
forming him  that  I  was  fighting  a  large  force,  and  that  my  reserves  were  being  used 
up,  but  that  I  thought  I  could  hold  the  position  till  the  infantry  came  up  if  they 
were  brought  forward  promptly.  When  wc  had  been  fighting  two  hours  General 
Sturgis'  adjutant.  Captain  EawoUe,  came  up  and  stated  that  the  general  directed 
him  to  tell  me  that  he  believed  that  the  force  I  was  fighting  was  a  brigade  of  from 
1,200  to  1,500  men,  and  that  the  general  wished  me  to  move  on  to  Baldwyn,  leaving 
a  detachment  at  the  cross-roads  until  the  infantry  came  up,  and  that  the  infantry 
would  go  on  to  Guntown.  I  told  Captain  Rawolle  that  I  had  been  trying  to  travel  the 
Baldwyn  road,  but  found  it  blockedby  the  enemy,  and  that  I  thought  if  he  would  go 
.out  to  the  front  he  would  conclude  we  were  fighting  more  force  than  the  general 
supposed.  Soon  after  this  General  Stiirgis  arrived  in  person,  with  the  Nineteenth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  I  acquainted  him  with  all  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  posi- 
tion. Justabout  this  time  there  camearaessage  from  Colonel  Waring  that  he  would 
have  to  fall  back  unless  he  received  some  support.  I  suggested  to  (icneral  Sturgis 
to  send  his  escort  (the  Nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry)  to  support  Colonel  War- 
ing, which  was  done.  About  this  time  the  right  of  Colonel  Waring's  line  was  forced 
back  about  100  or  200  yards,  and  Colonel  Winslow  was  obliged  to  retire  his  line  to 
connect  it  with  Colonel  Waring's.  This  position,  I  think,  was  held  by  the  cavalry 
till  the  infantry  came  up. 

Question.  What  orders  did  General  Sturgis  give  you  in  regard  to 
withdrawing  the  cavalry  when  the  infantry  came  up  1 

Answer.  He  told  me  to  withdraw  and  reorganize  them,  holding  them  in  readiness 
to  operate  on  the  flanks,  which  I  did.  Colonel  Winslow's  brigade  remained  in  posi- 
tion on  the  right,  and  remained  there  some  time  after  they  were  ordered  to  withdraw 
by  General  Sturgis,  as  there  was  a  renewed  attack  on  the  right. 

Question.  How  long  was  it  after  you  were  ordered  to  prepare  your 
command  to  operate  on  the  flanks  before  those  preparations  were  com- 
pleted? 

Answer.  I  immediately  sent  a  part  of  Waring's  brigade  (I  think  the  Fourth  Mis- 
souri) out  on  the  left  flank.  The  Tenth  Missouri  was  already  on  the  right  flank,  and 
the  Seventh  Illinois  was  sent  there.  The  balance  of  Waring's  brigade  was  sent 
across  the  creek,  and  they  had  barely  time  to  form  squadron,  when  I  had  to  dismount 
them  and  send  them  out  to  repel  a  heavy  attack  on  our  left  rear. 

Question.  How  long  after  the  cavalry  was  withdrawn  was  it  that  the 
infantry  commenced  falling  back? 

Answer.  I  think  about  half  an  hour  after  Colonel  Winslow  withdrew. 

Question.  What  orders  did  General  Sturgis  give  you  in  relation  to 
the  conduct  of  the  retreat? 

Answer.  He  ordered  us  to  fall  back  and  take  a  new  position  at  a  point  about  one 
and  a  half  or  two  miles  back,  where  he  said  he  had  noticed  a  good  position.  I  fell 
back  to  the  place  which  I  supposed  to  be  the  one  General  Sturgis  referred  to,  formed 
a  line  there,  and  got  an  infantry  regiment  aud  a  battery  in  position.  General  Stur- 
gis then  came  along  and  told  me  that  he  thought  that  that  wasn't  the  place ;  that  he 
thought  there  was  a  better  position  farther  back.  I  thought  that  was  the  proper 
place  where  a  line  should  be  formed,  and  remained  there  some  time.    I  think  that  if 
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we  had  rallied  at  that  place  we  could  have  checked  the  enemy  sufficiently  to  Lave 
saved  everything.  After  staying  there  some  time  I  found  that  the  mass  of  the  in- 
fantry were  passing  by,  and  that  I  could  not  hold  that  position  with  the  force  I  had. 
I  accordingly  directed  Colonel  Winslow  to  fall  hack  to  the  first  favorable  position, 
and  I  started  to  find  Colonel  Waring  to  place  him  in  the  same  position.  When  I 
found  him  he  said  that  General  Sturgis  had  ordered  him  to  go  ahead  and  open  a  way 
to  the  rear. 

Question.  Where  did  you  next  see  General  Sturgis,  and  what  did  lie 
say  to  you? 

Answer.  I  saw  him  two  or  three  miles  back  from  that  point,  and  I  told  him  that 
everything  was  in  confusion,  and  that  something  must  be  done  to  organize  the  com- 
mand and  save  the  train.  Ho  told  me  that  there  were  two  lines  formed  in  the  rear, 
and  I  went  back  to  see,  but  could  find  none.  Colonel  Winslow  had  formed  and  held 
his  position  as  long  as  he  could,  and  was  then  moving  on  the  left  flank.  I  went  still 
back  of  him  to  see  if  I  could  find  a  line  of  any  organized  troops,  but  could  not. 
When  I  again  overtook  Colonel  Winslow  he  had  been  ordered  by  General  Sturgis  to 
go  on  and  form  a  line  across  the  road  and  stop  there  to  reorganize  at  some  favorable 
point,  and  Winslow  suggested  Stubbs'  plantation.  I  then  went  on  and  overtook  and 
halted  Waring  beyond  Stubbs'.  Soon  after  General  Sturgi^  came  up  and  ordered  me 
to  go  with  Waring's  brigade  to  Eipley  or  send  it  there  as  rapifUy  as  possible.  After 
giving  the  order  to  Waring  I  remained  with  Winslow's  brigade. 

Question.  What  efforts  were  made  at  Eipley  by  General  Sturgis,  or 
any  one  else,  to  reorganize  the  command  ? 

Answer.  I  tried  to  find  General  Sturgis  when  I  got  there,  but  he  had  left.  I  then 
formed  Winslow's  brigade,  and  faced  the  enemy,  who  were  then  on  both  of  our 
flanks.  I  also  halted  a  negro  regiment,  iilaced  them  in  position,  holding  them  in 
check  some  time.  We  fought  the  enemy  there  until  our  ammunition  was  exhausted. 
The  infantry  having  all  passed  on,  we  then  fell  back. 

Question.  How  far  did  the  enemy  follow  you  ou  the  retreat? 

Answer.  They  followed  us  to  the  vicinity  of  Davis'  Mills,  or  Spring  HlU,  in  great 
force. 

Question.  To  what  causes  do  you  attribute  the  defeat  of  our  forces  at 
Brice's  Cross-Eoads? 

Answer.  First.  I  think  the  enemy  was  there  in  larger  force  than  General  Sturgis 
expected.  He  did  not  expect  to  fight  them  at  that  point,  nor  before  reaching  the 
railroad.  Second.  The  slow  march  that  we  had  had,  giving  the  enemy  time  to  ascer- 
tain our  strength  and  concentrate.  Third.  On  account  of  the  infantry  not  coming 
up  so  as  to  get  into  action  sooner.  Fourth.  From  want  of  instructions  to  my  com- 
mand. If  I  had  used  my  own  judgment  I  should  have  fallen  back  when  I  found  the 
enemy  there  in  force;  liut  I  could  not  do  that  as  my  instructions  were  to  go  ou  to 
Baldwyn,  and  those  instrnctions  were  rijnewed  after  I  had  been  fighting  two  hours. 
Fifth.  If  the  cavalry  had  been  with  the  infantry,  and  marching  ou  tlieir  flanks,  and 
they  had  gone  into  action  together,  the  result  would  have  been  difterent. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  you  march  on  the  morning  of  the  10th, 
and  what  delays,  if  any,  did  you  make  on  the  march  of  that  day? 

Answer.  We  moved  about  5  o'clock,  and  after  marching  four  or  five  miles  I  halted 
an  hour.  When  I  learned  that  the  infantry  were  coming  up  I  moved  forwai'd  very 
slowly  to  the  cross-roads. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  general  officer  or  brigade  or  regimental 
commander  being  intoxicated  at  any  time  on  that  expedition? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Question.  At  wliat  time  did  you  arrive  at  Collierville  on  the  retreat, 
and  at  what  time  did  you  leave  there? 

Answer.  We  arrived  there  in  the  forenoon,  I  can't  tell  exactly  at  what  time,  and 
left  there  just  about  dusk. 

Question.  What  re-enforcements  did  you  find  there? 

Answer.  Colonel  Wolfe's  brigade  of  infantry  and  100  mounted  men  of  the  Seventh 
Kansas;  about  1,800  men. 
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Question.  Did  you  know  when  you  arrived  there  that  a  part  of  your 
retreating  column  had  not  yet  arrived,  but  were  approaching'? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  we  hadUeard  that  they  were  approaching,  and  sent  out  patrols 
to  gather  them  in.  The  men  were  constantly  coming  in.  I  learned  through  some  of 
my  cavalry  that  Wilkin,  with  a  considerahle  column,  was  approaching  by  the  way 
of  La  Grange  iind  Moscow. 

Question.  By  whose  orders  did  you  leave  Collierville  that  night,  and 
what  reasons  were  given  for  such  orders'? 

Answer.  By  General  Sturgis'  orders.  He  informed  me  that  it  was  reported  that  a 
column  of  the  enemy  was  moving  up  toward  White's  Station  to  cut  us  off. 

Question.  In  your  opinion,  was  there  any  necessity  for  marching 
away  from  Collierville  that  night  ■? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  was  not.  I  was  surprised  when  I  received  the  order  to 
march.  If  we  had  remained  there  it  would  have  been  a  great  benefit  to  the  command, 
and  would  have  saved  us  a  great  many  men  and  horses.  I  remained  at  White's 
Station  until  the  15th,  rendering  all  the  assistance  in  my  power  to  the  scattered 
men,  who  were  coming  in,  l)y  my  patrols. 

Question.  In  your  opinion  could  the  trains,  artillery,  and  retreating 
troops  have  been  saved  by  proper  management  and  exertions  on  the 
part  of  the  commanding  officer'? 

Answer.  I  think  a  greater  portion  of  the  artillery  and  trains  might  have  been 
saved,  and  also  many  men  from  being  captured  or  killed. 

At  6  p.  m.  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  p.  m.  Monday,  July  25, 
1864. 


Memphis,  Tbnn.,  July  25^  1864— 2.30  p.  to. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present,  all  of  the  members  and  the  recorder. 
The  minutes  of  the  two  preceding  sessions  were  read  and  approved. 

Col.  E.  F.  WiNSLOW  duly  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  President  : 

Question.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment;  the  length  of  time 
you  have  been  in  the  service,  and  the  position  you  occujjied  on  the  late 
expedition  under  General  Sturgis. 

Answer.  E.  F.  Winslow ;  colonel  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry ;  I  have  been  in  the  serv- 
ice since  November  23,  1861 ;  on  the  late  expedition  I  commanded  the  Second  Bri- 
gade of  the  Cavalry  Division. 

Question.  How  were  you  supplied  with  forage  on  the  expedition? 

Answer.  We  had  very  little.  We  often  had  to  march  farther  to  secure  forage 
after  we  got  into  camp  than  we  had  marched  during  the  day.  After  we  left  the 
railroad  we  did  not  have  over  half  rations. 

Question.  At  what  point  did  you  first  hear  of  the  enemy  being  in 
force  in  your  front '? 

Answer.  My  command  met  at  Ripley  what  was  reported  to  be  Bell's  brigade, 
and  skirmished  with  them.  It  was  just  at  sundown,  and  they  retired  in  the  night. 
This  w;as  on  the  7th  of  June. 

Question.  Did  you  learn  anything  more  in  reference  to  the  enemy 
before  you  got  to  Brice's  Cross  Eoads? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 
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Question.  At  what  time  in  the  day  did  you  encounter  the  enemy  at 
Brice's  Cross-Eoads? 

Answer.  My  cemmand  was  ordered  into  position  at  12  o'clock. 

Question.  Had  there  been  any  fighting  by  Waring's  brigade  previous 
to  that? 

Answer.  There  had  been.  I  heard  Waring's  guns  for  abont  an  hour  previous  to 
that. 

Question.  Describe  the  position  of  your  first  line  of  battle,  and  the 
character  of  the  ground. 

Answer.  I  sent  the  Tenth  Missouri  and  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry  on  the  right- 
hand  or  Pontotoc  road.  They  were  mounted.  The  Third  Iowa  Cavalry  and  two 
battalions  of  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry  were  dismounted  and  placed  in  position 
across  the  Guntown  road,  their  left  connecting  with  Colonel  Waring's  right,  and 
their  right  about  fifty  yards  south  of  the  Guntown  road.  The  ground  was  somewhat 
undulating,  but  thickly  covered  with  small  oak  timber.  There  was  no  cleared  land 
immediately  in  front  of  my  line.  I  could  not  see  the  enemy  until  we  got  very  close 
to  them.     There  was  open  ground  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  front  of  our  line. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  maintain  your  position  on  that  line? 

Answer.  I  should  judge  it  to  be  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  Colonel  Waring's  bri- 
gade then  fell  back  about  400  yards,  and  I  was  obliged  to  withdraw  my  line  on  the 
left  to  connect  with  his.  Before  I  discovered  that  Colonel  Waring  had  fallen  back 
the  enemy  had  got  between  his  line  and  the  left  of  mine,  and  I  lost  some  8  or  10  men 
wounded  in  consequence.  We  held  this  last  line  for  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half 
until  relieved  by  the  infantry. 

Question.  Were  you  attacked  by  the  enemy  in  much  force  before  the 
infantry  came  up? 

Answer.  Not  in  sufficient  force  to  drive  us  from  our  position.  I  could  not  tell 
how  strong  the  enemy  was,  because  we  could  not  see  any  of  them. 

Question.  What  orders  did  you  receive,  and  what  did  you  do  after  the 
infantry  came  up? 

Answer.  Just  before  the  infantry  arrived  I  received  information  from  General 
Grierson  that  the  infantry  was  arriving.  When  the  head  of  their  column  came  in 
sight  I  received  orders  from  General  Grierson  to  withdraw  my  men  and  mount  them. 
I  waited  in  person  until  two  infantry  regiments  had  arrived  and  had  taken  positions 
which  I  pointed  out  to  them,  directing  the  Third  and  Fourth  Iowa  to  retire  and 
mount  as  speedily  as  possible.  I  went  to  the  rear  and  reported  to  General  Sturgis, 
who  was  about  200  yards  in  the  rear  of  Brice's  house,  and  told  him  what  I  had  done. 
He  said  that  was  right,  and  that  the  cavalry  had  already  done  all  the  infantry  labor 
which  ho  should  require  of  them,  and  wished  them  then  to  perform  their  legitimate 
duty  on  the  flanks,  where  they  belonged.  I  then  went  to  the  front.  My  men  were 
just  withdrawing  from  the  bushes  and  there  was  no  firing.  Colonel  McMillen  was 
present  superintending  the  movements  of  the  infantry.  When  my  men  had  got 
about  twenty  yards  in  rear  of  the  infantry  line  the  enemy  and  our  men  commenced 
firing  vi'ry  fiercely.  I  directed  my  men  to  remain  in  position  where  they  where,  and 
informed  Colonel  McMillen  that  I  would  not  withdrg-w  them  until  further  orders,  as  he 
was  evidently  severely  attacked.  I  sent  an  aide  to  General  Sturgis,  informing  him 
of  the  circumstances  and  asking  further  instructions,  and  received  orders  to  retire  at 
once  and  mount  my  men.  I  again  went  and  reported  to  General  Sturgis  and  General 
Grierson,  who  were  together.  They  asked  if  my  men  were  retiring,  and  seemed 
impatient  for  them  to  come.  Presently  they  came  out  and  I  mounted  them  as  soon 
as  possible.  General  Stargis  then  asked  me  if  1  could  send  any  men  to  the  right. 
I  told  him  that  I  had  two  regiments  there  already.  He  wished  to  know  if  they 
could  help  the  infantry.  I  told  him  that  I  could  dismount  150  men  with  carbines 
if  he  said  so.  He  instructed  me  to  do  so,  and  I  immediately  caused  it  to  be 
done,  instructing  tbem  to  hold  that  position  as  long  as  possible.  Four  companies 
of  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry  had  been  sent  back  to  the  train  before  the  infantry 
came  up,  by  order  of  General  Grierson.  The  Third  Iowa  Cavalry  was  mounted  and 
formed  in  a  field  on  the  south  of  the  road,  about  one-third  of  a  mile  in  rear  of  a 
creek.  About  this  time  General  Sturgis  came  up  to  where  I  was,  and  remarked 
that  Colonel  McMillen  was  driving  the  enemy.  He  then  rode  off.  This  was  about 
a  mile  in  rear  of  the  cross-roads.  Two  minutes  after  General  Sturgis  left  one 
of  the  enemy's  shells  struck  within  fifty  feet  of  where  I  was.    I  then  discovered 
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that  our  infantry  had  been  driven  back.  In  a  few  minutes  afterward  everything 
commenced  going  by  me  to  the  rear— artillery,  train,  ambulances,  and  men— afl 
mixed  np  together.  I  then  went  back  to  the  creek  to  ace  what  had  become  of  my 
command.  I  found  that  the'Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry  had  dismounted  and  occupied  a 
little  hill  near  the  bridge,  to  protect  the  withdrawal  of  their  horses  across  the 
creek,  which  done  they  mounted  and  followed  the  Third  Iowa.  At  the  time  I 
got  back  to  the  creek  the  most  of  our  forces  had  fallen  back  this  side  of  the  creek  in 
a  great  deal  of  confusion.  Finding  that  the  army  was  retiring  in  this  manner,  I 
directed  the  head  of  my  column  to  proceed  slowly  to  the  rear,  on  a  lino  parallel  with 
the  retreating  column.  I  proceeded  back  to  a  point  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  creek  and  formed  my  command  in  form  of  squadron  on  the  south  side  of  the  road 
in  afield.  The  enemy  soon  commenced  to  shell  us,  and  I  was  then  directed  by  Gen- 
eral Grierson  to  move  according  to  my  own  discretion,  which  I  did.  I  reported  to 
General  Sturgis  about  four  miles  this  side  of  the  creek.  I  reported  my  command  in 
good  shape  and  asked  for  orders.  He  directed  me  to  go  to  Stubbs'  and  stop  the  re- 
treating column,  which  I  did.  General  Sturgis  arrived  there  a  few  minutes  after  I 
did  and  told  me  to  open  the  lines  and  direct  everybody  to  push  for  Ripley  as  fast  as 
possible.  I  remarked  to  him  that  that  would  oblige  the  abandonment  of  the  train 
and  all  the  artillery,  which  could  not  be  got  through  the  swamp.  He  said  that  the 
artillery  and  train  had  already  gone  to  hell,  and  that  if  they  got  through  the  swamp 
they  could  not  eventually  be  saved,  because  there  was  no  forage  for  the  animals.  Ho 
requested  me  to  take  the  rear  of  the  column  and  remain  there  until  the  larger  part 
of  it  had  passed  by.  I  halted  my  command  from  9  till  2.30  o'clock  and  then  took  the 
rear  of  the  column  to  Ripley. 

Question.  In  your  opinion,  could  the  retreating  cohimii  have  been 
rallied  at  that  point  and  the  trains  and  artillery  saved? 

Answer.  I  think  they  could,  and  think  that  was  the  only  place  where  it  could 
have  been  done. 

Question.  What  efforts  were  made  to  make  a  stand  at  Ripley? 

Answer.  I  was  in  the  rear,  and  had  considerable  fighting  witli  the  enemy.  Two 
negro  regiments  were  also'  in  position.  The  balance  of  the  column  had  passed  by 
before  we  got  there,  and  I  don't  know  where  they  went  to. 

Question.  To  what  causes  do  you  attribute  the  defeat  of  our  forces  at 
Brice's  Cross-Roads'? 

Answer.  I  think  that  the  main  cause  was  the  exhaustion  of  the  infantry  when  it 
arrived  on  the  field  of  battle.  I  think  the  position  was  a  good  one  for  infantry  but 
not  for  artillery.  I  think  there  was  a  far  better  position  about  two  miles  this  side 
of  the  creek,  where,  if  the  infantry  had  been  halted  and  the  cavalry  had  fallen 
back  to  the  creek,  we  undoubtedly  would  have  beaten  them.  I  do  ncit  think  that 
over  three-fifths  of  the  infantry  got  into  the  fight  on  account  of  exhaustion. 

Qiiestion.  Do  you  know  of  any  general  officer  or  brigade  or  regimental 
commander  being  intoxicated  on  the  day  of  the  battle? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  What  conversation  had  you  with  General  Sturgis  after  the 
retreat  had  commenced  about  trying  to  stop  it? 

Answer.  About  four  miles  this  side  of  the  creek  I  expressed  to  General  Sturgis 
some  surprise  that  there  had  not  been  an  attempt  made  to  stop  the  rout.  He  said 
that  himself  and  other  officers  within  his  reach  had  made  every  exertion  to  reorgan- 
ize the  command,  but  that  the  troops  were  without  discipline,  and,  although  good 
soldiers  when  successful,  when  unsuccessful  they  were  perfectly  worthless.  He  said 
that  they  were  nothing  but  a  mob. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  infantry  that  appeared  to  be  organized 
during  the  retreat  on  the  night  of  the  10th? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Question.  How  near  to  the  cross-roads  was  the  train  brought  up  dur- 
ing the  fight? 

Answer.  I  think  the  main  part  of  the  train  was  brought  up  within  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  of  the  cross-roads,  and  a  large  portion  of  it  was  brought  up  nearly  if  not 
quite  to  the  cross-roads. 
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Question.  Was  that  a  proper  position  for  the  train  under  the  circum- 
stances? 

Answer.  I  do  not  tliiuk  it  was  a  proper  position  under  any  circumstances.  I  think 
that  was  one  cause  of  losing  the  train. 

Question.  From  Eipley  to  Collierville  what  part  of  the  cohimn  were 
you  in? 

Answer.  I  was  at  the  rear  all  of  the  time. 

Question.  How  far  did  the  enemy  follow  you  this  side  of  Eipley  ? 

Answer.  They  followed  us  in  force  about  five  miles.  At  that  point  they  made  a 
dash  on  us  and  took  a  good  many  prisoners.  After  that  they  only  followed  us  with 
a  few  men. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  orders  from  General  Sturgis  about 
conducting  the  rear  after  leaving  Stubbs'  plantation? 

Answer.  I  never  received  any  orders  from  him,  either  in  person  or  otherwise,  in  re- 
gard to  any  movement  whatever  after  leaving  Stnbbs'.  The  only  time  that  I  saw 
General  Sturgis  was  about  ten  miles  this  side  of  Ripley  as  he  was  passing  to  the 
front.     Ho  then  gave  me  no  orders. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  you  arrive  at  Collierville  on  the  retreat> 
and  what  time  did  you  leave  there,  and  what  were  the  reasons  for  leav- 
ing at  that  time? 

Answer.  We  arrived  there  at  noon  on  the  12th  and  left  at  dark.  Two  thousand  fresh 
infantry  arrived  there  about  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  on  the  cars  from  Memphis,  the 
train  also  bringing  ammunition,  forage,  andrations.  I  was  informed  by  Generals  Stur- 
gis and  Griersou  that  we  would  remain  there  all  night,  forthei)ur]io.se  of  resting  and 
covering  the  retreat  of  such  infantry  as  might  be  coming  in.  Tlie  commaud  moved 
by  order  of  General  Sturgis  about  dark  to  White's  Station,  seventeen  miles,  reaching 
there  about  daylight ;  in  conse<]uence  of  which  movement  200  horses  of  my  command 
were  rendered  unserviceable.  I  know  of  no  reason  for  that  march.  Two  hundred 
and  fifty  of  my  command  were  ordered  back  to  Collierville  the  next  morning  to  pro- 
tect the  retreat  of  such  infantry  as  might  come  in. 

At  6  p.  m.  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  p.  m.  to-morrow. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  26, 1864 — 2  p.  m. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present,  the  members  and  the  reciorder. 
The  minutes  of  the  preceding  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Col.  W.  L.  McMiLLEN  duly  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  President  : 

Question.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment;  the  length  of  time 
you  have  been  in  the  service,  and  the  position  you  occupied  on  the  late 
expedition  under  General  Sturgis. 

Answer.  W.  L.  McMlllen;  colonel  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  Infantry  Volnnteers;  I  have 
been  in  the  service  since  the  19th  of  April,  1861,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  months 
in  the  year  1862,  and  also  a  few  weeks  in  1861 ;  on  the  late  expedition  under  General 
Sturgis  I  left  Memphis  as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 
Sixteenth  Army  Corps.  I  was  afterward  placed  in  command  of  all  the  infantry  of  the 
expedition,  which  constituted  a  divison. 

Question.  What  time  did  the  infantry  leave  on  the  march  fi-om  the 
railroad? 

Answer.  We  left  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  June,  about  4  o'clock. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  General  Sturgis  assume  command? 

Answ<<r.  He  arrived  at  my  headquarters  on  the  2d  of  June,  and  assumed  command 
on  the  same  day. 
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Question.  How  were  the  animals  of  the  infantry  and  artillery  suj)- 
plied  with  forage? 

Answer.  They  were  dependent  on  the  forage  whicli  we  obtained  from  the  country, 
which  at  that  season  of  the  year  was  very  scarce  indeed. 

Question.  What  means  were  adopted  to  secui-e  forage  on  the  march? 

Answer.  Foraging  parties  were  sent  out.  I  organized  foraging  parties  from  my 
command  and  sent  tliem  out  every  day,  independently  of  any  arrangements  made  by 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  expedition. 

Question.  Were  any  orders  issued  by  General  Sturgis  or  yourself 
prohibiting  forage  being  taken,  or  any  guards  stationed  for  that  pur- 
pose? 

Answer.  No  orders  were  issued  by  me  nor  General  Sturgis,  to  my  'knowledge. 
Guards  were  stationed  at  x)rivate  houses  along  the  line  of  march,  with  instructions 
to  prevent  marauding  and  pillaging  at  such  houses.  Foraging  parties  were  in- 
structed not  to  take  from  families  everything  they  had  to  live  upon,  but  leave  suffi- 
cient ft>r  them  to  live  upon. 

Question.  Were  yoit  present  at  a  consultation  of  officers  with  General 
Sturgis,  at  Eipley,  on  the  march  out? 

Answer.  On  the  morning  following  our  arrival  at  Ripley  I  was  sent  for  by  General 
Sturgis,  and  on  arriving  at  his  headquarters  was  informed  that  he  desired  to  see  me 
in  connection  with  General  Grierson.  I  went  to  General  Sturgis'  room  and  found 
General  Grierson  with  him,  and  also  one  or  two  other  officers,  whose  presence  I 
think  was  accidental. 

Question.  What  was  said,  and  what  conclusion  was  arrived  at  at  that 
consultation? 

Answer.  I  can  give  only  the  .substance  of  the  conversation.  When  I  entered  the 
room  General  Grierson  was  talking  to  (General  Sturgis,  portraying  the  difficulties 
that  liis  command  had  encountered  thus  inr  on  the  marcli,  on  account  of  bad  weather 
and  want  of  forage,  and  depicting  the  diffi('iiltics  and  pi-obable  disaster  which  would 
attend  the  farther  march  of  the  expedition  at  that  time.  The  impression  1  leceived 
at  the  time  was  that  General  Grierson  considered  it  extremely  hazardous  to  go  beyond 
that  point,  and  favored  a  return  fiom  there.  I  waited  until  General  Grierson  had 
finished  his  conversatton,  and  was  then  asked  by  General  Sturgis  for  my  opinion  as 
to  what  course  he  should  pursue.  The  substance  of  my  opinion  was,  that  we  had 
better  jiroceed  on  our  march  on  the  line  indicated  in  General  Sturgis'  orders,  until 
the  ob.iect  of  the  expedition,  as  developed  in  his  orders,  was  accomplished,  or  until 
we  were  stopped  by  the  enemy.  1  made  the  remark  that  I  would  ratlicr  go  on  and 
meet  the  enemy,  even  if  we  should  be  whipped,  than  to  return  to  Mempliis  without 
having  met  them.  General  Sturgis  received  our  opinions,  the  interview  closed,  and 
a  short  time  afterward  wc  received  marching  orders,  and  moved  oiitfrom  Kipley,  on 
the  Fulton  road. 

Question.  Had  you  at  that  time  any  information  as  to  the  enemy  in 
your  front? 

Answer.  There  was  a  brigade  of  cavalry  at  Eipley,  with  which  our  cavalry  had 
had  a  skirmish  the  evening  before.  We  had  heard  that  two  brigades  of  cavalry  had 
been  sent  in  pursuit  of  a  detachment  of  our  cavalry  under  Colonel  Karg^,  which 
was  sent  a  few  days  before  to  cut  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Kailroad  at  Rieuzi.  One  of 
these  brigades  passed  through  Ripley  in  pursuit  of  Karg^,  and  the  other  went  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Hatchie.  General  Forrest,  with  his  main  army,  was  supposed  to 
be  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Tupelo.  The  day  after  we  left  Ripley,  I  think,  I  heard  of 
Forrest's  moving  north  to  form  a  junction  with  Roddey,  who,  reports  said,  had  been 
assign(^d  to  his  command. 

Question.  What  time  did  you  leave  camp  at  Stubbs'  plantation  on 
the  morning  of  the  10th? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  6  o'clock  when  the  infantry  left ;  I  don't  know  exactly. 

Question.  Was  the  march  from  La  Fayette  to  the  camp  at  Stubbs' 
made  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Answer.  Yes.  sir;  the  only  surprise  is  that  it  was  made  as  soon  as  it  was. 
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Question.  Was  the  supply  train  under  your  charge? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  guarded  by  my  troops. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  halt  at  Salem  on  the  march  out,  and  for 
what  reason? 

Answer.  We  halted  there  one  day.  The  general  commanding  never  communicated* 
to  me  his  reasons  for  so  doing. 

Question.  How  far  did  you  march  on  the  day  you  left  Eipley? 
Answer.  I  marched  five  miles;  part  of  my  command  marched  thirteen  miles. 

Question.  At  what  point,  and  at  what  time  of  day  on  the  10th,  did 
you  first  get  orders  to  advance  to  the  support  of  the  cavalry? 

Answer.  It  was,  I  think,  in  the  vicinity  of  11  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  10th, 
some  four  or  five  miles  south  of  Stubbs'. 

Question.  Had  the  infantry  column  and  trains  passed  over  what  is 
known  as  the  Hatchie  Swamp? 

Answer.  I  had  halted  the  head  of  the  column  at  a  sufficient  distance  from  the 
stream  to  enable  the  troops  and  train  to  cross  and  close  up,  and  was  waiting  in  that 
position. 

Question.  State  what  orders  you  received,  and  what  you  did  on  that 
day  after  that  time. 

Answer.  General  Sturgis  was  with  me  at  the  head  of  my  column,  at  the  place  be- 
fore indicated,  when  a  messenger  arrived  with  a  written  communication,  which  he 
handed  to  General  Sturgis,  which  the  general  read  immediately  and  handed  it  to  me. 
It  proved  to  be  an  official  communication  from  General  Grierson,  dated  10  o'clock 
that  morning,  announcing  that  he  was  at  Brice's  Cross-Roads,  and  giving  the 
distances  to  the  railroad  by  the  various  roads  from  that  i)oint,  stating  that  he 
had  sent  out  parties  on  those  different  roads,  and  that  a  messenger  j  ust  in  from 
his  advance  on  the  Baldwyn  road  informed  him  that  they  had  met  the  enemy 
and  that  skirmishing  had  begun  briskly;  stating,  further,  that  the  position,  in 
his  opinion,  was  an  important  and  a  good  one,  and  suggesting  that  a  brigade 
of  infantry  be  moved  forward  to  his  support  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Acting 
upon  this  information  General  Sturgis  directed  me  to  mova  my  advance  brigade 
forward  as  rapidly  as  I  could  without  any  reference  to  the  movements  of  the 
train.  He  stated  that  he  would  go  on  with  his  escort  as  rapidly  as  he  could 
to  the  cross-roads.  I  asked  permission  of  the  general,  before  he  left,  to  accompany 
my  advance  brigade  to  the  field,  which  was  granted  after  assuring  him  that  the 
troops  left  with  the  train  would  bring  it  up  safely.  I  had  gone  but  a  short  distance 
with  my  advance  brigade  when  another  messenger  arrived,  stating  that  the  enemy 
was  driving  our  cavalry  back,  and  I  was  directed  to  move  my  advance  brigade  up 
in  quick  time  and  look  well  to  the  safety  of  the  train.  From  this  time  until  we 
reached  the  field  orders  were  frequently  received  to  move  up  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
the  substance  of  them  being  that  the  cavalry  was  beiug  driven  and  the  presence  of 
the  infantry  was  needed.  Reaching  a  point  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  cross- 
roads I  halted  the  advance  brigade,  Colonel  Hoge's,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
men  to  rest  and  fill  their  canteens  with  water.  Whilst  engaged  at  this  a  peremptory 
order  was  received  to  move  the  brigade  up  in  quick  time  without  halting  for  any 
purpose  whatever.  I  communicated  the  order  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  bri- 
gade, and,  with  my  staff,  rode  on  to  the  cross-roads,  where  everything  was  going  to 
the  devil  as  fast  as  it  possibly  could.  Colonel  Waring,  commanding  the  brigade  of 
cavalry  which  had  been  fighting  on  the  Biildwyn  road,  rode  up  to  me  and  inquired 
how  long  it  would  be  before  the  infantry  would  be  up,  stating  that  it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  seconds  as  to  whether  he  could  hold  the  road  or  not.  1  told  him  that  1  could 
not  give  him  assistance  in  any  given  number  of  seconds,  but  that  my  troops  were 
coming  up  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  I  would  relieve  him  as  soon  as  possible,  which 
would  probably  be  ten  or  fifteen  minutes.  At  this  time  the  cavalry  were  falling 
back  rapidly  in  disorder  and  the  roads  at  Brice's  house  were  filled  with  retreating 
cavalry,  led  horses,  ambulances,  wagons,  and  artillery,  the  whole  presenting  a  scene 
of  confusion  and  demoralization  anything  but  cheering  to  troops  just  arriving.  The 
enemy  was  also  shelling  this  point  vigorously  at  this  time  and  during  the  arrival  of 
my  troops.  Great  anxiety  was  manifested  on  the  part  of  all  ior  the  quick  arrival  of 
the  infantry,  and  I  was  frequently  appealed  to  to  know  when  the  infantry  would 
come  up.    Fearing  that  the  enemy  would  get  possession  of  the  cross-roads  before  the 
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arrival  of  the  infantry,  I  rodo  back  to  the  advance  brigade  to  add  my  entreaties  to 
those  ot  others  to  induce  the  troops  to  move  forward  as  fast  as  possible.  Reaching 
the  conhnes  of  the  field  I  directed  my  staff  to  clear  the  road,  which  they  succeeded 
in  doing  with  difficulty,  and'  then  ordered  Colonel  Hoge  to  march  forward  at  double- 
quick  to  the  cross-roads,  a  distance  of  500  or  1,000  yards,  my  object  being  to  get 
through  this  mass  of  retreating  cavalry  with  as  little  depression  as  possible  to  my 
own  men,  and  to  inspirit  those  wlio  were  or  had  been  fighting.  The  head  of  my 
column  arriving  at  the  cross-roads  I  was  ordered  first  to  relieve  Colonel  Wariug's 
brigade,  nominally  in  position  on  the  Baldwyn  road.  This  I  proceeded  to  do,  and  ac- 
companied Colonel  Hoge,  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois,  to  the  point 
indicated  by  Colonel  Waring  as  the  one  where  his  line  had  been  formed.  This  re«-i- 
ment  was  deployed  on  the  right  of  the  Baldwyn  road,  its  left  resting  on  the  Baldwyn 
road.  Skirmishers  were  thrown  out  and  the  regiment  advanced  some  fifty  yards.  Two 
other  regiments  were  then  formed  on  the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirteenth,  the 
hue  extending  iu  semicircular  form  toward  the  Guntown  road.  Chapman's  battery 
was  placed  in  position  in  the  yard  of  Brice's  house,  and  about  this  time  I  was  ordered 
to  relieve  Winslow's  brigade  of  cavalry  with  the  remaining  men  of  Hoge's  brigade,  so 
far  as  they  would  go.  Winslow  occupied  a  position  on  the  right  of  the  one  supposed 
to  have  been  held  by  Waring,  his  line  extending  across  the  Guntown  road.  I  di- 
rected Colonel  Hoge  to  relieve  a  portion  of  Colonel  Winslow's  line,  commencing  on 
his  loft,  with  the  two  remaining  regiments  of  his  (Hoge's)  brigade,  to  wit,  the 
Eighty-first  and  Ninety-fifth  Illinois.  These  two  regiments  wore  subsequently 
moved  to  the  left  to  connect  with  the  rest  of  Hoge's  brigade,  which  was  then 
formed  in  a  continuous  line,  its  left  resting  on  the  Baldwyn  road  and  its  light  ex- 
tending toward  the  Guntown  road,  with  a  full  line  of  skirmishers  out.  When  I 
formed  my  line  on  the  right  on  the  Baldwyn  road  I  found  no  cavalry  in  position  un- 
til I  struck  Colonel  Winslow's  brigade,  with  the  exception  of  two  battalions  of  the 
Nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  drawn  up  in  sham  line  of  battle  across  the  road. 
One  battalion  of  this  cavalry  was  attached  to  the  Infantry  Division  and  the  other 
was  the  escort  of  General  Sturgis.  My  line  of  battle  was  established  under  a  heavy 
tire  from  the  enemy's  skirmishers.  The  skirmishing  was  continuous  from  the  time 
my  skirmish  line  was  established.  Soon  after  Colonel  Hoge's  brigade  was  placed 
in  position,  the  kead  of  the  First  Brigade  (Colonel  Wilkin's)  arrived,  the  Ninety-fifth 
Ohio,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brumback  commanding,  in  advance.  This  regiment  was 
taken  out  the  Baldwyn  road,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Wilkin  and  niyself,"an(l  placed 
in  position  on  the  left  of  that  road,  extending  Colonel  Hoge's  line.  I  then  proceeded 
to  relieve  the  remaining  portion  of  Colonel  Winslow's  brigade,  placing  the  One  'hun- 
dred and  fourteenth  Illinois  on  the  right  of  Colonel  Hoge's  brigade,  which  com- 
pleted my  line  to  the  Guntown  road,  and  the  Ninety-third  Indiana  on  the  right  of 
the  Guntown  road.  By  direction  of  General  Stnrgis  the  Seventy-second  Ohio  Infan- 
try and  a  section  of  Mueller's  battery,  belonging  to  this  brigade,  were  put  into  position 
on  a  piece  of  rising  ground  some  distance  to  the  rear  of  the  cross-roads  and  on  the  left 
of  the  road  near  the  creek.  This  left  of  this  brigade,  first.  Fitch's  battery,  two  guns 
of  which  were  placed  in  position  at  the  cross-roads,  and  the  remaining  two  held  in 
reserve;  second,  the  Ninth  Minnesota  Infantry,  which  was  also  held  in  reserve  near 
Brice's  house.  Whilst  these  dispositions  were  being  made,  and  before  the  One  hun- 
dred and  fourteentli  Illinois,  Ninety-fifth  Ohio,  and  Ninety-third  Indiana  wore,  fairly 
in  position,  and  before  Colonel  Winslow  had  had  time  to  withdraw  his  men,  the 
enemy,  with  a  loud  cheer,  made  an  attack  along  the  whole  line  and  ou  both  flanks. 
The  attack  ou  my  right,  where  I  hapi)ened  to  be  in  person  at  the  time,  was  so  deter- 
mined that  it  soon  gave  back,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  officers  and  men  to  re- 
gain and  hold  the  ground.  The  enemy's  line — such  a  line  as  they  had — extended  on 
our  right  as  far  as  the  Pontotoc  road,  and  my  regiment  on  the  right  of  the  Guntown 
road,  the  Ninety-third  Indiana,  was  driven  back  to  the  Pontotoc  road.  I  then 
ordered  up  the  Ninth  Minnesota  and  sent  it  down  the  Pontotoc  road,  and  deployed  a 
company  as  skirmishers  across  that  road,  and  formed  the  remainder  of  the  regiment 
on  the  right  of  the  Niuety-third  Indiana.  I  ordered  the.se  regiments  to  charge  the 
enemy,  which  they  did  in  most  gallant  style,  regaining  all  the  ground  we  had  lost  and 
driving  that  portion  of  Buford's  division  on  our  riglit  of  the  Guntown  road  from  the 
field.  Whilst  this  was  being  done,  however,  all  the  regiments  on  the  left  of  the  Gun- 
town road  were  driven  back  to  tlie  vicinity  of  the  cross-roads  in  confusion.  I  then 
turned  my  attention  to  the  reformation  of  this  portion  of  my  line,  and  endeavored  to 
get  the  regiments  to  move  out  to  their  original  positions,  but  neither  the  most  pos- 
itive orders  nor  tho  most  urgent  entreaties  could  accomplish  that  object,  the  One 
hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois  being  the  only  regiment  that  made  any  effort  to 
regain  the  lost  ground.  Failing  in  this  I  then  attempted  to  get  them  in  line  along  the 
Baldwyn  and  Pontotoc  road,  with  an  angle  on  the  left,  so  as  to  throw  the  line  in  the 
direction  of  the  Seventy-second  Ohio,  and  moved  the  artillery  out  on  a  line  with  the 
iulautry,  directing  the  commanding  officers  of  the  batteries  to  sweep  the  woods  with 
grape  .«Jid  canister.  About  this  time  I  sent  a  message  to  General  Sturgis  stating  that 
14  K  B — VOL  XXXIX,  PT  I 


210  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  LI. 

I  was  hard  pressed  and  that  I  thought  I  would  not  be  able  to  hold  the  position  unless 
I  could  have  some  assistance  on  my  left,  and  informing  him  that  the  enemy  appeared 
to  he  in  force  superior  to  that  portion  of  my  troops  that  were  engaged,  the  negro 
brigade  being  back  with  the  train.  General  Sturgis  replied  in  substance  that  he  had 
nothing  he  could  send  me,  and  I  must  do  the  best  I  could  under  the  circumstances. 
I  then  went  to  work  with  a  renewed  determination  to  hold  the  position.  I  had 
ammunition  brought  up  for  the  troops;  kept  up  a  rapid  effective  artillery  fire; 
sought  to  encourage  and  animate  the  men  by  every  means  possible,  but  to  no  pur- 
pose. The  men,  owing  to  the  excessive  heat  of  the  day  and  the  rapid  march  that 
they  had  made  to  roach  the  field  and  the  impression  which  was  universal  on  the  field 
that  the  enemy  was  in  largely  superior  numbers,  were  exhausted  and  dispirited, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  move  them  to  the  front.  I  sent  another  messenger  to  Gen- 
eral Sturgis  again  requesting  assistance,  and  again  stating  that  I  must  abandon  the 
position  if  not  relieved  soon.  My  messenger  returned  after  some  time  with  the  state- 
ment that  he  could  not  find  the  general.  Finding  that  the  enemy  were  getting  pos- 
session of  the  road  in  my  rear,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  hold  the  position  at  the 
cross-roads,  I  determined  to  retii'e,  preserving  my  organization  as  much  as  possible, 
which  I  did  by  extending  the  line  of  the  Seventy-second  Ohio  along  a  ridge  in  an 
open  field  on  the  right  of  the  Guntown  road  and  to  the  rear  of  tlie  Pontotoc  road, 
placing  the  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  and  a  detachment  of  the  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Curry,  who  reported  to  me  on  the  field  for  orders,  in  this  position. 
1  then  withdrew  the  Ninety -third  Indiana  and  Ninth  Minnesota  to  the  Pontotoc  road 
and  directed  them  to  move  by  tlie  right  flank  around  the  right  and  to  the  rear  of 
this  new  line,  directing  the  other  regiments  to  follow  these  two  regiments  by  the 
right  flank  in  the  order  in  which  they  stood  in  line  in  this  retrograde  movement, 
keeping  the  artillery  in  its  original  position  and  directing  them  to  fire  on  the  enemy 
rapidly  until  all  the  infantry  had  got  behind  the  new  line.  The  artillery  was  then 
directed  to  withdraw  and  take  the  road  in  the  rear  of  the  train  until  another  posi- 
tion could  be  selected  and  taken  up. 

At  6  p.  m.  the  Board  adjourned  till  2  p.  m.  to-morrow. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  27 ^  1864— 2  p.  m. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  members  of  the  Board  and  the  recorder  present. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

Examination  of  Col.  W.  L.  McMillen  continued. 

By  the  Pkbsident  : 

Question.  Proceed  in  your  statement  of  the  events  of  June  10  and  11. 

Answer.  I  rode  along  this  new  line  directing  officers  andmen  to  hold  it  till  the  troops 
and  artillery  could  be  retired,  and  then  to  fall  back  across  the  creek  with  as  little 
confusion  as  possible.  I  then  rode  across  the  creek,  and  in  the  road  near  the  cross- 
ing first  met  a  regiment  of  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  (the  Fifty-fifth),  Major  Lowe 
comman  ding.  I  placed  it  in  position  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  road,  near  the  creek, 
with  instructions  to  hold  the  bridge  and  cover  the  retreat  of  the  troops  then  engaged 
on  the  other  side ;  I  then  rode  back  a  short  distance  farther,  when  I  met  Colonel  Bou- 
ton,  who  informed  me  that  be  had  the  other  regiment  of  his  brigade  and  his  section 
of  artillery  in  a  good  position  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  road,  and  he  thought  if 
he  could  be  furnished  with  ammunition  that  he  could  hold  the  enemy  at  bay  at  that 
place.  I  was  delighted  to  meet  with  some  one  who  expressed  a  determination  to  try 
and  do  something,  and  gave  the  necessary  orders  to  secure  the  necessary  ammuni- 
tion. I  rode  over  to  wlierc  his  troops  were  in  position,  and  remained  there  until 
Major  Lowe's  regiment  had  retired  to  that  point,  which  I  again  placed  in  position 
on  the  left  of  Colonel  Bouton's  line,  directing  Colonel  Bouton  to  hold  that  position 
as  long  as  possible,  and  informing  him  that  a  new  line  would  be  formed  as  soon  as 
we  came  to  suitable  ground,  and  that  I  would  notify  him  of  its  establishment.  Dur- 
ing this  time  the  cavalry,  infantry,  and  train  were  moving  to  the  rear  in  considera- 
ble confusion,  but  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Seeing  Colonel  Bouton  in  position  I 
turned  my  attention  to  getting  the  train  along.  I  worked  my  way  back  to  a  point 
about  one  and  a  half  or  two  miles  back  from  the  cross-roads,  where  I  found  General 
Sturgis  and  General  Griersou.  The  greater  portion  of  the  train  and  all  the  artil- 
Isry  succeeded  in  passing  this  point.  A  few  of  the  wagons,  however,  in  the  rear  of 
the  train,  had  been  destroyed  by  my  orders.    A  new  line  was  ioriaed  here  of  such 
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regiments  of  infantry  or  parts  of  regiments  as  liad  not  already  passed,  the  cavalry, 
artillery  train,  and  straggling  mass  still  going  to  the  rear.  This  new  line  consisted 
wholly  of  infantry,  part  of  the  First  and  part  of  the  Second  Brigade.  Having 
established  it,  and  thrown  skirmishers  forward,  I  sent  a  staff  ofScerto  Colonel  Bou- 
ton  with  instrnctions  for  him  to  fall  back.  At  this  time  I  was  notified  by  the  gen- 
eral commanding  that  he  had  decided  to  continno  the  retreat  as  far  as  Stiibbs',  and 
that  he  had  dire<!ted  (ieneral  Gricrson  to  send  one  lirigade  of  cavalry  to  occupy  and 
hold  Ripley  until  such  time  as  wc  could  reach  there  tlie  next  day,  and  that  the  other 
brigade  of  cavalry  had  been  .sent  to  Htublis'  to  lialt  everything  belonging  to  my 
command,  directing  me  iu  substance,  after  seeing  tliat  the  rear  was  left  in  charge  of 
good  officers,  to  proceed  to  Stubbs'  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  and  reorganize 
and  resupply  my  troops.  1  reached  Ktnbbs'  about  9  or  10  o'clock,  and  was  there  in- 
formed by  the  general  commanding  that  he  had  decided  not  to  attempt  any  reorgan- 
ization until  our  arrival  at  Ripley,  and  that  he  had  directed  Colonel  Winslow,  com- 
manding the  cavalry  brigade,  to  remain  at  Stubbs'  and  bring  up  the  rear.  I  then 
proceeded  to  Ripley,  leaving  a  start'  officer  at  Stubbs'  to  notify  Colonel  Winslow 
when  the  infantry  had  all  jjassed,  reachijig  Fiiploy  about  .5  o'clock  the  next  morning, 
and  proceeded  at  once  to  the  reorganization  of  my  command,  and  which  by  7.30 
o'clock  of  the  same  morning  I  succeeded  in  getting  into  good  shape.  The  men,  however, 
were  exceedingly  worn,  having  marched  all  night.  Many  of  theui  had  thrown  away 
their  guns,  and  those  who  had  arms,  were  supplied  with  lUtle  or  no  ammunition. 
As  soon  as  I  notified  the  general  commanding  that  the  division  was  reorganized  he 
directed  me  to  put  it  ou  the  road  leading  to  Salem  in  the  rear  of  Colonel  Wariug's 
brigade  of  cavalry.  Whilst  this  was  b<'ing  done  the  enemy  made  an  attack  on  the 
place,  in  which,  on  our  side.  Colonel  Winslow's  brigade  of  cavalry,  left  in  town  to 
bring  up  the  rear,  was  engaged,  and  to  whose  assistani'C  I  ordered  Colonel  Bouton's 
brigade,  a  part  also  of  Colonel  Hoge's  brigade  becoming  necessarily  involved  before 
it  could  clear  the  town.  The  enemy  succeeded  in  getting  pos.ses8ion  of  the  Salem 
road,  cutting  off  the  negro  brigade,  and  that  portion  of  Hoge's  brigade  engaged, 
which  brigades  fell  back  iu  confusion,  and  retic.ited  northward  on  the  Saulsbury 
road,  the  greater  portion  of  whom  Buceeeded  in  reaching  Memphis  without  having 
been  seriously  molested,  the  enemy  having  turned  his  attention  to  the  main  portion 
of  the  retreating  column.  In  the  rapid  retreat  of  that  day  and  the  following  uigbt 
the  already  worn  and  wasted  infantry  column  became  gradually  dissipated  and  the 
organization  gradually  disappeared. 

Question.  To  what  causes  do  you  attribute  the  defeat  of  our  forces  at 
Brice's  Cross-Koads? 

Answer.  The  immediate  cause  of  the  defeat,  in  my  opinion,  was  meeting  the 
masses  of  the  enemy  with  fractions  of  our  forces.  Wiuslow's  Ijrigade  of  cavalry, 
formed  across  the  Guntown  road,  when  relieved  by  me,  was  in  good  condition ;  and 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  if  it  had  been  permitted  to  remain  and  I  could  have  used 
both  of  my  brigades  on  the  Baldwyn  road  I  could  at  least  have  held  the  field,  and 
thus  have  prevented  the  necessity  of  a  disastrous  retreat.  I  wish  to  state  that  Col- 
onel Winslow  uumifested  a  willingness  and  volunteered  to  remain  with  me  and  give 
what  assistance  he  could  with  his  troops,  after  having  been  ordered  to  withdraw, 
and  he  did  so  remain  until,  as  he  informed  me,  he  had  been  ordered  a  second  time  to 
withdraw.  The  troops  were  tired  from  a  long  march,  without  rest,  and  the  excessive 
heat  of  the  day  when  they  went  into  position.  A  iiumber  of  men  had  been  sun- 
struck,  and  I  ain  informed  that  hundreds  of  others  fell  out  by  the  way  on  account  of 
the  heat. 

Question.  About  how  many  ineu  had  you  in  the  first  engagement! 

Answer.  Two  brigades,  numbering,  I  think,  about  3,500  effective  men,  of  which  I 
suppose  not  more  than  2,800  men  were  engaged. 

Question.  What  was  your  estimate  of  the  strength  of  the  enemy  in 
the  first  attack! 

Answer.  I  can't  give  an  estimate  in  niunbers,  but  they  largely  exceeded  that  por- 
tion of  my  troops  engaged.  This  I  know  from  the  fact  that  they  attacked  me  along 
my  whole  line  and  outflanked  me  on  both  flanks  at  the  same  time.  On  our  left  their 
line  extended  to  the  creek,  beyon<l  the  position  occupied  by  the  Seventy-second  Ohio, 
which  position  was  300  or  100  yards  iiom  the  hsft  of  my  main  line. 

Question.  Were  you  acquainted  with  the  position  of  the  enemy  and 
the  nature  of  the  ground  in  front  of  where  you  formed  yoiu-  first  line! 

Answer.  Very  imperfectly.  1  put  my  troops  in  position  without  any  assistance 
and  without  any  exact  knowledge  as  to  the  position  of  the  enemy,  except  as  he  re- 
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vealed  himself  by  the  tire  of  his  skirmishers.  That  portion  of  the  field  visited  by 
me  was  mostly  covered  with  a  thick  growth  of  small  oak  timber,  and  little  or  noth- 
ing could  be  seen  in  any  direction. 

Question.  At  wliat  point  was  your  ammunition  train  lost? 

Answer.  It  was  lost  with  the  supply  train  and  artillery,  which  were  abandoned  at 
the  Hatchie  bottom. 

Question.  How  far  was  that  from  Stubbs'f 

Answer.  Two  miles,  I  think. 

Question.  What  efforts  were  made  to  save  the  ammunition? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  not  having  had  charge  of  that  part  of  the  operations. 

Question.  Did  you  see  General  Sturgis  at  the  cross-roads  after  the 
enemy  attacked  youi-  first  line! 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Where  did  you  first  see  him  after  that  time? 

Answer.  At  the  point  heretofore  referred  to,  aliout  one  and  a  half  or  two  miles 
this  side  of  the  cross-roads. 

Question.  What  orders  did  you  receive  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
the  train  on  the  day  of  the  fight? 

Answer.  I  was  ordered  to  look  well  to  the  safety  of  the  train  and  to  see  that  it  was 
well  closed  up,  and  thut  the  brigades  of  Colonel  Wilkin  and  Colonel  Bouton  were  not 
marched  faster  than  the  train  could  be  conveniently  moved.  With  the  conduct  of 
the  train  after  it  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  battle-field  I  was  at  no  time  charged. 
I  received  no  orders  to  halt  it.  After  the  head  of  my  column  arrived  at  the  cross- 
roads I  was  engaged  with  the  dispo.sition  of  my  troops. 

At  5.30  p.  m.  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  p.  m.  to-morrow. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  28, 1864 — 2.15  p.  m. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  members  all  present;  also  the  recorder. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  session  read  and  approved. 

Ool.  Edward  Bouton  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  President  : 

Question.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment;  the  length  of  time 
you  have  been  in  the  service,  and  the  position  you  occupied  on  the  late 
expedition  under  General  Sturgis. 

Answer.  Edward  Bouton;  colonel  Fifty -ninth  U.  S.  Coloreil  Infantry;  I  have  been 
in  the  service  two  years  and  eight  months;  on  the  late  expedition  under  General 
Sturgis  I  commanded  my  brigade  of  colored  troojjs. 

Question.  How  were  the  animals  of  your  brigade  supplied  with  for- 
age on  the  march? 

Answer.  We  started  out  with  about  one  day's  r.ations  of  grain,  which  we  made 
to  do  for  two  days.  After  that  we  depended  on  grazing,  a  little  green  corn  and 
green  wheat,  and  got  two  or  three  sacks  of  old  corn. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  corn  or  other  forage  being  guarded 
for  the  benefit  of  citizens? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  of  corn  having  been  guarded  at  two  places  and  1 
think  three.  Guards  were  stationed  with  instructions  to  let  no  one  in.  In  one 
place  I  ordered  the  com  to  be  taken,  notwithstanding  the  guard. 
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Question.  How  inucli  of  the  time  on  the  march  out  did  your  brigade 
guard  the  train? 

Answer.  Four  days  out  of  eight  on  the  march  out. 

Question.  Was  the  march  from  La  Fayette  to  Stubbs'  made  as  rapidly 
as  it  could  have  been? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  not. 

Question.  How  much  sooner  could  it  have  been  made? 

Answer.  We  were  seven  days  marching  from  La  Fayette  to  tlio  camp  near  Stubhs'. 
We  could  have  made  the  same  march  easily  in  four  days  over  the  same  roads,  and 
could  have  gained  another  half  day  by  taking  the  best  roads. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  the  train  could  have  been  got  through 
in  that  time? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  was  the  march  retarded  by  the  train  not  keep- 
ing up? 

Answer.  The  train  delayed  the  column  on  one  day  five  hours  on  account  of  the 
heavy  rains  aud  bad  roads,  and  one  hour  eacli  on  two  other  days  on  account  of  the 
pioneer  corps  having  slighted  their  work  and  not  repaired  th(!  road  so  tliat  the  train 
could  pass.  I  do  not  know  that  the  column  was  delayed  by  the  train  at  any  other 
times. 

Question.  State  what  orders  you  received  and  the  operations  of  your 
brigade  on  the  10th  of  June. 

Answer.  First  was  the  order  of  march,  to  distribute  four  men  to  each  wagon  of 
the  general  supply  train.  The  Fifty-tifth  was  distributed  along  the  train.  The 
Fifty-ninth  and  Lamberg's  battery  were  in  the  re.ir  of  the  train.  We  marched  in 
this  order,  keeping  as  well  closed  iiji  as  possible,  until  about  11  o'clock,  when  we 
first  heard  artillery  firing  in  our  front.  At  2.30  o'clock,  as  the  head  of  my  column 
reached  the  crest  of  the  hill,  near  the  white  house,  I  first  canie  in  sight  of  the  battle- 
field. This  was  about  900  yards  this  side  of  the  creek.  At  this  iioint  the  officers  in 
charge  of  the  train  received  orders  to  corral  the  train.  They  commenced  parking 
the  train.  Part  of  the  train  was  run  forward  to  the  field  just  this  side  of  the  creek, 
and  they  had  not  finished  parking  that  jjart  of  it  when  they  commenced  moving  it 
out  again.  At  this  point  I  ordered  my  men  to  leave  the  wagons  and  form  companies 
and  to  come  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  by  the  flank  of  the  train.  While  they 
were  forming  companies  1  went  forward  to  the  creek.  At  this  time  the  cavalry 
were  coming  back  Irom  the  front;  iu  fact,  1  met  some  of  them  back  nearly  as  far  as 
the  white  house.  From  the  point  where  I  was  I  discovered  a.  gap  in  our  main  line, 
through  which  the  rebels  were  approaching.  I  went  back,  brought  iip  two  com- 
panies of  the  Fifty-fifth,  under  Captain  Ewiug,  and  posted  them  in  that  gap  under 
a  heavy  fire.  Every  commissioned  officer  of  those  two  companies  was  killed  or 
wounded  in  ten  minutes.  The  men  stood  their  grouiul  until  I  sent  an  ofiicer  to  bring 
them  back.  I  then  went  back  and  got  seven  (companies  more  of  the  Fifty-fifth, 
brought  them  up,  and  posted  tln^m  a  little  to  the  right  and  rear  of  the  other 
two  companies,  so  as  to  hold  the  ground  where  the  othcsr  brigade  was  giving  away. 
I  then  went  back  to  the  ridge  Iiy  the  old  house,  met  the  other  company  of  the 
Fifty-fifth,  which  I  told  to  wait  there  for  orders.  I  sent  a  staif  officer  back  to 
bring  up  the  battery  and  the  Fifty-ninth  as  (piickly  as  possible.  At  this  point 
I  met  Colonel  McMilleu.  He  .said,  "Colonel,  where  are  y<mr  troops;  what  are  you 
doing,  and  what  are  yon  going  to  do?"  I  told  him  what  I  had  done,  and  the 
arrangements  I  had  made.  I  told  him  I  wiis  going  to  put  the  battery  in  [losition  on 
the  ridge  near  the  old  house,  put  the  Fifty-ninth  in  position  on  its  right  and  the 
company  of  the  Fifty-fifth  on  its  left,  bring  the  other  companies  of  the  Fifty-fifth  to 
that  pl.ace,  and  fight  the  enemy  as  long  as  1  had  a  man  left;  to  which  he  said, 
"Th.at's  right;  if  yon  can  hold  this  position  until  I  can  goto  the  rear  and  form  on  the 
next  ridge  you  can  save  this  entire  command.  It  all  depends  on  you  now."  That 
was  the,  only  order  I  received  during  that  day  after  leaving  camp  in  the  morning. 
I  did  not  see  Colonel  McMillon  or  General  Stnrgis  after  that  until  11  o'clock  that 
night,  when  I  overtook  them  at  the  Ilatchie  bottom.  I  I'ormed  line  on  the  ridge  in 
accordance  with  the  plan  I  suggested  to  Colonel  McMilleu,  and  immediately  opened 
on  the  enemy  with  my  battery,  to  cover  the  retr(!at  of  the  other  troops.  The  right 
of  my  line,  being  more  advanced  than  the  other  portion,  became  almost  immediately 
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engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  my  -whole  line  was  vramily  engaged  as  soon  as  onr 
retreating  troops  liad  passed  to  tliercar,  which  was  about  twenty  minntes  after  the 
battery  was  first  opened.  We  held  that  ridge,  1  think,  about  twenty  minntes  after 
that.  They  charged  forward  with  their  infantry  to  within  fifteen  paces  of  my  bat- 
tery and  shot  down  many  of  the  horses,  so  that  I  was  obliged  to  retire  the  battery, 
leaving  one  caisson.  My  line  fell  back  about  100  yards,  the  battery,  by  my  orders, 
moving  to  the  rear.  We  fell  back,  formin;;  one  position  after  another,  till  we  reached 
the  ridge  this  side  of  the  white  house,  where  we  formed  line  for  the  fifth  time  at 
about  sundown.  This  position  was  about  800  yards  in  the  rear  of  our  first  position. 
Colonel  Wilkin,  with  parts  of  the  Ninth  Minnesota  and  One  hundred  and  fourteenth 
Illinois,  had  been  during  this  time  on  my  left,  conforming  more  or  less  to  my  move- 
ments. I  did  not  see  him  after  this,  but  I  think  he  moved  to  the  rear.  I  don't  think 
we  staid  in  this  last  position  over  fifteen  minutes.  We  then  charged  them  and  drove 
them  back  500  yards,  to  within  300  yards  of  where  we  first  formed.  It  was  dark  and 
they  outflanked  us  on  both  flanks  and  we  were  obliged  to  fall  back.  With  about 
forty  men  I  was  there  cut  off  from  my  brigade  and  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  and 
did  not  get  clear  from  them  until  about  9  o'clock,  when,  by  making  a  large  circuit,  I 
rejoined  my  brigade,  which  was  retreating  along  the  road,  at  about  10.30  o'clock, 
and  at  11  "o'clock  I  overtook  General  Sturgis  and  Colonel  McMillcn  as  they  were 
crossing  the  Hatchie  bottom. 

Question.  At  what  time  on  the  10th  and  at  what  point  did  you  first 
see  the  enemy,  and  where  were  they? 

Answer.  It  was  about  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  we  had  marched  about  one 
mile  and  a  half  from  the  camp  near  Stnbbs'  I  saw  a  squad  of  rebel  cavalry  on  a  road 
about  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the  road  we  were  on.  Back  of  this  squad  I  saw  a  column 
of  rebel  cavalry  passing.  I  saw  similar  squads  of  rebel  cavalry  two  or  three  times 
subsequently  on  our  right  before  we  got  to  the  battle-field. 

Question.  What  did  you  learn  about  there  being  a  parallel  road  on 
the  right  near  where  you  saw  this  rebel  cavalry? 

Answer.  I  learned  from  the  forage  party  of  our  cavalry  and  from  several  citizens 
that  there  was  a  parallel  road  on  our  right.  I  think  they  said  it  was  called  the 
ridge  road  to  Baldwyn.  The  citizens  said  we  might  have  struck  it  shortly  after 
leaving  Ripley,  and  it  was  distant  from  one  to  four  miles  from  the  road  we  were  on, 
and  that  it  led  to  Baldwyn  Station.  I  was  told  the  crossing  over  Hatchie  bottom 
on  this  road  was  a  better  crossing  than  the  one  on  the  road  we  were  on. 

Question.  When  you  saw  General  Sturgis  at  the  Hatchie  bottom, 
what  orders  did  he  give  you  and  what  did  he  say? 

Answer.  When  I  first  came  up  to  General  Sturgis  I  said,  "General,  for  God's  sake 
don't  let  us  give  it  up  so."  He  said,  "  What  can  we  do?"  I  told  him  to  give  me  the 
ammunition  that  the  white  troops  were  throwing  away  in  the  mud  and  I  would  hold 
the  enemy  in  check  until  we  could  get  those  ambulances,  wagons,  and  artillery  all 
over  that  bottom  and  save  them.  I  told  him  that  if  he  would  give  m.e  one  of  those 
white  regiments  to  help  me  lift  the  wagons  and  artillery  over,  that  I  would  stake  my 
life  that  1  would  save  the  whole  of  them.  He  said,  "  For  God'.s  sake,  if  Mr.  Forrest  will 
let  me  alone  I  will  let  him  alone.  You  have  done  all  you  could  and  more  than  was 
expected  of  you,  and  now  all  you  can  do  is  to  save  yourselves."  As  I  moved  on  my 
troops  picked  up  ammunition  which  had  been  thrown  aAvay  by  the  white  troops 
during  the  night.  At  early  dawn,  just  about  five  miles  from  Ripley,  the  rebels  came 
on  and  fired  into  the  rear  of  our  column  and  also  into  the  flanks.  We  formed  and 
repulsed  them  and  continued  doing  so  while  falling  back  the  next  mile,  in  about  an 
hour's  time.  We  were  then  relieved  by  a  battalion  of  cavalry,  for  which  I  had  asked 
General  Grierson  when  we  were  first  attacked.  We  then  moved  on  to  Ripley,  where 
I  commenced  to  reorganize  my  brigade  so  as  to  be  able  to  send  on  my  wounded  and 
disarmed  men.  About  this  time  I  got  orders  from  Colonel  McMillen  for  my  brigade 
to  move  out  in  the  rear  of  the  infantry  column  on  the  Salem  road.  Just  as  I  com- 
menced reorganizing  my  brigade  for  this  purpose  tlie  enemy  came  charging  in  furi- 
ously at  the  lower  end  of  the  town,  broke  the  line  ot  cavalry  which  had  held  them 
in  check,  which  compelled  nie  to  throw  my  brigade  immediately  in  line  without  any 
reorganization.  Using  sparingly  what  little  amniunitiou  we  had,  and  using  the  bay- 
onet and  clubbed  musket  whenever  opportunity  ottered,  we  held  them  in  chock  until 
nearly  all  of  the  other  brigades  had  moved  out.  The  troops  got  separated  and 
retired  by  two  separate  roads. 

Question.  What  officers  were  in  charge  of  the  supply  train  during  the 
expedition  ? 
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Answer.  Lieutenant  Stratton  hart  charge  of  the  commissary  stores  and  Lieutenant 
Livings  had  charge  of  the  ordnance  stores.  Lieutenant  SUattuck  and  Lieutenant 
Dement  each  claimed  to  have  charge  of  the  supply  train. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  dispute  between  Lieutenants  Dement 
and  Shattuck  concerning  who  had  charge  of  the  supply  train f 

Answer.  I  did.  I  heard  a  dispute  between  Shattuck  and  Stratton.  There  seemed 
to  be  a  misunderstanding  and  difficulty  as  to  who  should  control  the  movement  of 
the  train. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  a  conversation  between  General  Stur- 
gis  and  several  other  officers,  on  the  retreat  this  side  of  Ripley,  con- 
cerning the  route  they  should  take? 

Answer.  I  was  not.  I  was  with  my  command  at  that  time  attending  to  the 
wounded. 

Question.  State  what  you  know  about  guards  being  placed  over  water 
to  prevent  the  soldiers  from  getting  it  to  drink. 

Answer.  Guards  were  placed  at  houses  and  prevented  my  colored  soldiers  from 
going  in  to  get  water  from  the  wells  and  cisterns,  from  the  time  we  left  La  Fayette 
Station  until  we  arrived  at  Stubbs',  excejjt  it  may  be  at  .a  few  poor  peoples'  places. 

Question.  By  whose  orders  were  these  guards  placed  for  that  pur- 
pose"? 

Answer.  They  said  they  were  stationed  by  Colonel  McMilleu's  orders. 

Question.  What  did  Colonel  McMillen  say  about  if? 

Answer.  He  said  he  had  not  instructed  the  guards  to  prevent  them  from  getting 
water.  He  said  also  that  tlie  men  did  not  need  to  visit  the  houses  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  water,  as  there  was  water  euough  to  be  had  without. 


Question.  Could  the  men  get  water  at  other  places? 

Answer.  A  portioii  of  the  time  tbey  could,  but  it  was  not  very  good 
ater. 

At  5.30  p.  m.  the  Board  adjourned  till  2  p.  m.  to-morrow. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  39, 1864— 2  p.  m. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  members  of  the  Board  and  the  recorder  present. 
The  minutes  of  the  preceding  session  read  and  approved. 
Biig.  Gen.  R.  P.  Buckland  was  temporarily  excused  by  the  Board. 

Col.  L.  M.  Ward  duly  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Col.  J.  B.  Moore: 
Question.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment,  and  the  length  of 
time  you  have  been  in  the  service. 

Answer.  L.  M.  Ward;  colonel  of  the  Fourteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry  Volunteers; 
I  have  been  in  the  service  since  April,  1861,  with  the  exception  of  about  four  months 
in  the  year  1861. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Brig.  Gen.  S.  D.  Sturgis,  and  did 
you  see  him  at  Memphis  previous  to  the  departure  of  his  late  expedi- 
tion? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  when  and  where  you  saw  him,  and  what  transpired 

on  that  occasion. 

Answer.  It  was  in  the  evening  of  I  cannot  say  what  day  precisely,  at  the  Gayoso 
House,  in  Memphis,  just  previous  to  his  starting  on  his  expedition.    I  understood 
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from  what  I  heard  him  say  to  other  o£Bcers  that  he  had  received  his  marching  orders. 
I  should  j  udge  that  the  general  was  considerably  under  the  influence  of  liquor  at  the 
time.  Later  in  the  evening  I  saw  him  again  at  the  same  place.  I  saw  him  coming 
down  stairs  in  company  with  another  officer.  From  his  manner  and  actions  at  the 
time  I  should  say  he  was  very  much  intoxicated. 

Question.  State  what  occurred  at  the  tune. 

Answer.  When  he  came  down  the  stairs  at  that  time  he  staggered  up  to  the  desk  or 
counter,  closed  up  the  hotel  register,  raised  it  up  over  his  shoulder,  holding  it  for  a 
moment  as  if  he  intended  to  strike  his  negro  servant  with  it,  then  looked  his  servant 
in  the  face,  laughed  in  a  silly  manner,  and  laid  the  hook  down  again.  The  officer 
who  was  with  him  then  took  him  by  the  arm  and  led  him  out  on  the  sidewalk  in 
front  of  the  hotel.  Just  at  that  time  there  was  a  lady  passing  by.  I  saw  General 
Sturgis  take  hold  of  her  arm  and  detain  her,  and  was  apparently  speaking  to  her, 
though  I  could  not  hear  what  he  said.  The  last  I  saw  of  him  he  stood  near  the  pil- 
lars with  his  arms  over  the  lady's  shoulder  and  around  her  waist,  and  the  officer 
with  him  was  trying  to  get  the  general  to  enter  a  hack  that  was  standing  near.  I 
became  disgusted  with  the  sight  and  did  not  wait  to  see  any  more. 

Question.  Who  else  was  present  at  this  time? 

Answer.  There  was  an  officer  of  my  regiment  with  me,  and  there  were  other  officers 
and  citizens  in  the  office  of  the  hotel,  and  others  were  passing  along  the  sidewalk. 

Lieut.  W.  H.  Stratton  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Col.  I.  G.  Kappneb  : 

Question.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment;  the  length  of  time 
you  have  been  in  the  service,  and  the  position  you  occupied  on  the  late 
expedition  under  General  Sturgis. 

Answer.  W.  H.  Stratton;  first  lieutenant  Company  I,  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry; 
I  have  been  in  the  service  since  August,  1861 ;  on  the  late  expedition  under  Gen- 
eral Sturgis  I  acted  as  chief  commissary  of  the  expedition  by  order  of  General  Wash- 
burn. 

Question.  Who  had  charge  of  the  general  supply  train  of  this  expe- 
dition? 

Answer.  Lieutenant  Shattuck,  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  who  was  chief  quarter- 
master of  the  expedition. 

Question.  At  what  point  did  Lieutenant  Shattuck  leave  the  expedi- 
tion? 

Answer.  It  was  one  day's  march  beyond  Ripley. 

Question.  What  orders  did  you  then  receive  in  relation  to  the  gen- 
eral supply  train? 

Answer.  I  received  verbal  orders  from  General  Sturgis  to  assist  Lieutenant  De- 
ment in  keeping  up  the  siipply  train  and  keeping  it  together. 

Question.  Were  you  not  ordered  at  that  time  by  General  Sturgis  to 
take  charge  of  the  supply  train  in  Lieutenant  Shattuck's  place? 

Answer.  I  was  not  ordered  to  take  charge  of  it ;  only  to  assist  Lieutenant  De- 
ment. 

Question.  State  what  action  you  took  in  regard  to  the  supply  train, 
and  what  charge  you  took  of  it,  and  what  orders  you  received  in  re- 
gard to  it  on  the  day  of  the  battle. 

Answer.  About  8  or  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  battle  Lieutenant  Dement 
went  forward  in  advance  of  the  train  to  see  about  getting  some  corn,  and  left  me  in 
charge  of  the  train.  I  had  charge  of  the  train  till  we  came  near  to  the  battle-field. 
When  I  had  reached  the  field  near  Tishomingo  Creek  I  received  orders  from  Colonel 
McMillen,  or  one  of  his  staif,  to  corral  the  train  in  the  field  just  this  side  of  Tisho- 
mingo Creek,  heading  the  train  this  way  to  have  it  readv  to  move  to  the  rear.  I 
had  the  same  orders  from  General  Sturgis.  While  I  was  engaged  in  doing  this 
Lieutenant  Dement  came  back,  and  said  he  had  charge  of  the  train  and  would  at- 
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tend  to  corraling  it.  I  asked  him  if  Uo  had  orders  in  relatiou  to  corraling  the  train. 
He  said  he  had  orders  from  General  Sturgis.  I  received  orders  at  the  same  time 
from  General  Sturgis  to  assist  Lieutenant  l5ement,  which  I  accordingly  did. 

Question.  How  many  of  your  teams  crossed  the  Tishomingo  Creek? 

Answer.  Only  one;  an  ammunition  team. 

Question.  What  teams  were  those  that  had  crossed  the  Tishomingo 
Creek  and  were  parked  beyond  it,  and  by  whose  orders  did  they  cross? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  think  they  were  the  brigade  and  division  teams  that 
were  in  advance  of  ns  in  column. 

Question.  What  other  orders  did  you  receive  in  regard  to  the  train? 

Answer.  When  the  infantry  was  falling  back  I  received  orders  from  one  of  Gen- 
eral Sturgis'  staff  officers  to  get  the  train  out  of  there  as  quick  as  possible.  At  this 
time  the  whole  general  supply  train  of  about  190  wagons  was  out  of  the  road  and 
parked  in  this  field,  headed  to  the  rear.  When  I  received  those  orders  I  immedi- 
ately started  the  ammunition  train  out  on  the  road.  At  this  time  the  road  was  get- 
ing  blocked  about  100  yards  to  the  rear  of  where  1  was,  in  consequence  of  one  am- 
bulance having  tried  to  pass  two  others  at  a  little  bayou. 

At  4.30  p.  m.  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  p.  m.  to-morrow. 


Memphis,  July  30, 1864 — 2.15  p.  m. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present,  all  the  members  and  the  recorder. 
The  minutes  of  the  preceding  session  were  read  and  approved. 
The  Board  having  finished  the  investigation,  respectfully  submit  the 
foregoing  testimony,  with  the  accompanying  exhibits,  as  tlie  result  of 
their  labors. 

At  2.30  p.  m.  the  Board  adjourned  nine  die. 

K.  P.  BUCKLAND, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  President. 
JAMES  O.  PIERCE, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General  of  Volunteers,  Recorder. 

Exhibit  A. 

Headqxtakters  ])istkict  of  West  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  May  31,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Stuegis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  in  the  Field : 
General  :  You  will  leave  the  railroad  terminus  at  La  Fayette  Thurs- 
day morning  in  command  of  the  following  troops,  viz:  Waring's  cav- 
alry, 1,500  strong;  Winslow's  cavalry,  1,800  strong;  6  pieces  artillery; 
all  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Grierson.  McMillen's  brigade, 
2,000  strong;  Company  E,  First  Illinois  Artillery,  4  guns;  section  Four- 
teenth Indiana  Battery,  2  guns;  part  of  Hoge's  brigade  and  Smith's 
division,  1,600;  Chapman's  battery,  4  guns;  Bouton's  brigade  (colored), 
1,200  strong.  You  will  proceed  directly  to  Corinth,  via  Salem  and 
Ruckersville.  After  capturing  Corinth,  and  destroying  all  supplies  you 
cannot  carry  away,  you  will  march  your  infantry  down  [along]  the  line 
of  the  road  to  Tupelo.  Your  cavalry  force  will  also  march  to  Tupelo, 
keeping  as  near  the  railroad  as  practicable.  The  infantry  will  be 
ordered  to  effectually  destroy  the  railroad  as  they  pass  dovra.  Arriv- 
ing at  Tupelo,  if  it  shall  be  found  that  General  Forrest's  main  force  is 
not  within  reach,  ycm  will  luoceed  with  your  entire  force  as  far  south 


218  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  LI. 

as  Okolona,  destroying  the  railroad  as  joix  go.  Here,  slionld  it  be 
prudent,  you  will  detach  your  cavalry  and  send  it  down  the  road  as  far 
as  Macon,  effectually  destroying  the  railroad.  You  will  detach  a  body 
of  cavalry  sufl&cient  for  the  purpose,  who  will  proceed  to  Columbus, 
Miss.,  and  destroy  any  Confederate  property  there.  The  infantry  will 
rest  for  two  days  at  Okolona,  and  will  then  strike  for  Grenada  by  the 
shortest  route.  The  cavalry,  after  proceeding  south  as  far  as  prudent, 
will  leave  the  railroad  and  proceed  direct  to  Grenada,  where  the  forces 
will  meet  and  return  to  Memphis.  You  will  have  in  your  train  150,000 
rations  of  bread,  coffee,  sugar,  and  salt,  and  75,000  of  meat.  This  will 
enable  yoTi  to  make  a  campaign  easily  of  twenty  days.  Take  your 
time;  subsist  on  the  country  when  you  can.  Do  not  scatter  your  forces 
any  more  than  necessary.  This  is  a  general  outline,  but  you  [may] 
vary  as  circumstances  may  require.  The  whereabouts  of  Forrest  will, 
of  course,  have  much  to  do  in  regulating  your  movements.  I  send  with 
you  two  colored  regiments.  See  that  they  hnve  their  proper  position 
in  march  and  take  the  advance  in  marching  when  it  is  their  turn  to  do  so. 
I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  WASHBUEN, 


Major-  General. 


Exhibit  B. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Gollierville,  Term.,  June  12,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Washburn, 

Commanding  District  of  Wei*t  Tennessee: 
General  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  met  the  enemy  in  posi- 
tion and  in  heavy  force,  about  10  a.  m.  on  the  10th  instant,  at  Brice's 
Cross-Eoads,  on  the  Eipley  and  Fulton  road,  and  about  six  miles  north- 
west of  Guntown,  Miss.  A  severe  battle  ensued,  which  lasted  until 
about  4  p.  m.,  when,  I  regret  to  say,  my  lines  were  compelled  to  give 
way  before  the  overwhelming  numbers  by  which  they  were  assailed  at 
every  point.  To  fall  back  at  this  point  was  more  than  ordinarily  diffl- 
cult  as  there  was  a  narrow  valley  in  our  rear,  through  which  runs  a  small 
creek,  crossed  by  a  single  narrow  bridge.  The  I'oad  was  almost  impass- 
able by  reason  of  the  heavy  rains  which  had  fallen  for  the  previous  ten 
days,  and  the  consequencje  was  that  the  road  soon  became  jammed  by 
the  artillery  and  ordnance  wagons.  This  gradually  led  to  confusion  and 
disorder.  In  a  few  minutes,  however,  I  succeeded  in  establishing  two 
colored  regiments  in  line  of  battle  in  a  wood  on  this  side  of  the  little 
valley-  These  troops  stood  tlieir  ground  well  and  checked  the  enemy 
for  a  time.  The  check,  however,  was  only  temporary,  and  this  line  in 
turn  gave  way;  my  troops  were  seized  with  a  panic  and  became  abso- 
lutely uncontrollable.  One  mile  and  a  half  in  rear,  by  dint  of  great 
exertion  and  with  pistol  in  hand,  I  again  succeeded  in  checking  up  the 
flying  column  and  placing  it  in  line  of  .battle.  This  line  checked  the 
enemy  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  only,  when  it  again  gave  way,  and  my 
whole  array  became  literally  an  uncontrollable  mob.  Nothing  now  re- 
mained to  do  but  allow  the  retreat  to  continue  and  endeavor  to  force  it 
gradually  into  some  kind  of  shape.  The  night  was  exceeding  dark,  the 
roads  almost  imi^assable,  and  the  hope  of  saving  my  artillery  and  wagons 
altogether  futile,  so  I  ordered  the  artilleiy  and  wagons  to  be  destroyed. 
The  latter  were  burned  and  the  former  dismantled  and  sx)iked — that  is, 
all  but  six  pieces,  which  we  succeeded  in  bringing  off  in  safety.  By  7 
o'clock  next  morning  -we  reached  Eipley,  nineteen  miles.    Here  we  reor- 
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gauized  and  got.  iuto  very  respectable  shape.  The  retreat  was  continued, 
pressed  rapidly  by  the  enemy.  Our  ammunition  soon  gave  out;  this  the 
enemy  soon  discovered  and  pressed  the  harder.  Our  only  hope  now 
lay  in  continuing  the  retreat,  which  we  did,  to  this  place,  where  we 
arrived  about  7  o'clock  this  morning. 

My  losses  in  material  of  war  were  severe,  being  10  guns  and  some 
130  Avagons.  The  horses  of  the  ai'tillery  and  mules  of  the  train  we 
brought  away. 

As  my  trooi)s  became  very  greatly  scattered  and  are  constantly  com- 
ing in  in  small  parties,  I  am  unable  to  estimate  my  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded;  I  fear,  however,  it  will  prove  severe,  probably  1,000  or  1,200. 

While  the  battle  lasted  it  was  Avell  conducted,  and  I  think  the  enemy's 
loss  in  killed  and  Avounded  will  not  fall  short  of  our  own. 

This,  general,  is  a  painful  record,  and  yet  it  was  the  result  of  a  series 
of  unfortunate  circumstances  ever  which  human  ingenuity  could  have 
no  control.  The  unprecedented  rains  so  delayed  our  march  across  a 
desert  country  that  the  enemy  had  ample  time  to  accumulate  an  over- 
whelming force  in  our  front,  and  kept  us  so  long  in  an  exhausted  region 
as  to  so  starve  and  weaken  our  animals  that  they  were  unable  to  extri- 
cate the  wagons  and  artillery  from  the  mud. 

So  far  as  I  know  every  one  did  his  duty  well,  and  while  they  fought 
no  troops  ever  fought  better.  The  colored  troops  deserve  great  credit 
for  the  manner  in  whicli  they  stood  to  their  work. 

This  is  a  hasty  and  incoherent  outline  of  our  operations,  but  1  will 
forward  a  more  minute  account  as  soon  as  the  official  reports  can  be 
received  from  division  commanders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S".  D.  STUKGIS, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Exhibit  0. 

Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

No.  38.  j  MempliiH,  Tenn.,  May  31,  1864. 

*  #**#** 

XIX.  The  troops  will  march  to-morrow  morning  with  three  days 
rations,  in  the  following  order : 

1.  Colonel  Waring's  brigade  will  leave  White's  Station  at  6  a.  m.,  and 
will  proceed  to  La  Fayette  same  night. 

2.  Colonel  Winslow's  brigade  of  cavalry  will  march  from  Memphis  at 
C  a.  m.,  and  will  escort  the  supply  and  ammunition  trains,  and  will  rest 
for  the  night  at  Collierville.  Battery  B,  First  Illinois  Ijight  Artillery, 
Battery  B,  Second  Illinois,  and  one  section  of  Sixth  and  Fourteenth  In- 
diana and  Seventh  Wisconsin  Batteries  each  will  march  at  C  a.  in.,  and 
proceed  to  Collierville  the  same  night;  the  last  two  Avill  report  to 
Brigadier-General  Grierson. 

McMillen's  and  Bouton's  brigades  and  Ninth  Minnesota  Volunteers 
will  take  the  cars  at  6  a.  m.,  and  pioceed  to  La  Fayette.  Colonel  Hoge's 
brigade  and  the  two  regiments  of  General  Kilby  Smith's  division  will 
take  the  cais  at  2  p.  m.,  and  proceed  to  La  Fayette.  All  the  troops  will 
leave  La  Fayette  on  Thursday  morning,  under  the  command  of  Brig- 
adier-General Sturgis. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Washburn : 

W.  H.  MORGAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Exhibit  D. 

General  Orders,  )       Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

No.  2.  )  Tjyles'  House,  near  La  Fayette,  Tenn.,  June  2, 1864. 

The  brigades  of  infantry  accompanying  tliis  expedition  will  constitute 
a  division,  to  be  commanded  by  Col.  W.  L.  McMillen,  Ninety-flfth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.    Commanding  officers  of  brigades  will  report 
to  Colonel  McMillen  for  orders  without  delay. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Sturgis : 

WM.  C.  EAWOLLE, 
Captain,  Aide-de-Gamp,  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Exhibit  E. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Mrs.  Leakeys  Mouse,  near  Salem,  Miss.,  June  5,  1864 — 1.45  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Gribrson, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

General  :  You  will  detail  from  300  to  400  select  men,  well  mounted 
and  equipped,  to  be  commanded  by  a  competent  officer,  to  proceed 
to  Eienzi,  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Eailroad,  via  Eipley,  so  as  to  arrive 
there  as  soon  after  daylight  to-morrow  as  possible,  with  instructions  to 
get  what  information  is  possible  off  the  telegraph  line,  then  to  destroy 
it;  destroy  any  Confederate  stores  that  may  be  there;  march  north,  de- 
stroying all  bridges  and  trestle-work  they  may  find  along  the  Mobile  and 
Ohio  Eailroad  as  far  as  the  Tuscumbia  Eiver,  including  the  railroad 
bridge  over  that  stream  near  Danville;  then,  in  case  the  Tuscumbia  is 
not  fordable,  seize  and  ]>old  the  bridge  over  that  stream  on  the  road 
leading  from  Danville  to  Corinth.  In  case  the  river  is  fordable  leave 
the  bridge  and  hold  the  ford  on  the  road  leading  from  Kossuth  to 
Corinth.  Gain  all  the  information  in  regard  to  force  at  Corinth,  and 
communicate  with  General  Grierson,  who  will  be  at  some  point  near 
Kossuth,  or  between  that  point  and  Euckersville,  on  the  road  passing 
by  Meeks'  Mills. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Sturgis : 

WM.  C.  EAWOLLE, 
Captain,  Aide-de-Camp,  and.  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  21. 


Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  T).  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  Alabama,  Mi.ssissipjn,  and  Hast  Louisiana. 

Tupelo,  June  11, 1864. 
General  :  Major-General  Forrest  met  the  enemy  yesterday  at  10  a.  m. 
six  miles  west  of  Baldwyn.  Fought  till  5  p.  m.,  and  gained  a  complete 
victory,  capturing  many  prisoners  and  wagon  train.  The  force  of  enemy 
estimated  at  10,000.  The  enemy  driven  ten  miles.  Our  force  making 
for  their  rear.     Our  loss  quite  severe. 

S.  D.  LEE, 

Major-General. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Bichmond,  Va. 
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Tupelo,  June  11,  1864. 
General,  :  The  battle  of  Tishomingo  Creek,  fought  yesterday  by  Ma- 
jor-General Forrest,  is  one  of  the  most  signal  victories  of  the  war  for 
forces  engaged.  The  secured  results  on  the  field  so  far  are  200  prisoners, 
12  pieces  of  artillery,  150  wagons,  mostly  loaded,  and  more  still  coming 
in.  Most  of  the  animals  were  ridden  oflf  by  the  enemy.  Tlie  rout  was 
complete.  Our  forces,  less  one-quarter,  in  close  and  vigorous  i)ursuit. 
Our  loss  so  far  will  not  exceed  400  killed  and  Avouuded.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  awarded  the  gallant  Forrest  and  his  brave  command. 

S.  D.  LEE, 
Major-General. 
General  S.  Coopbk,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Baldwyn,  June  12, 1864. 

(Via  Mobile  13th.) 
Forrest  fought  two  white  and  one  negro  brigade  of  infantry  and  2,500 
cavalry,  commanded  by  Sturgis  and  Grierson ;  entire  force  7,000.  These 
were  not  Trans-Mississippi  troops.  One  of  Eoddey's  brigades  arrived 
to  join  fight;  other  brigades  now  coming  up.  Have  drawn  1,200  cavalry 
from  Alabama,  leaving  1,800  for  works.  These  will  keep  my  force  con- 
centrated in  North  Mississippi  for  present,  as  Trans-Mississippi  troops 
have  arrived  in  Memphis  from  below,  and  some  veteran  troops  from 
Saint  Louis.  Should  force  leave  Memphis,  can  then  send  Forrest  into 
Middle  Tennessee.  Forrest's  victory  wiU  be  great  diversion  in  favor  of 
Johnston. 

S.  D.  LEE, 
Major-General. 
General  S.  Coopek. 


Okolona,  June  13,  1864. 

(Via  Mobile.) 
General  Forrest  reports  from  Salem  on  the  11th  that  he  had  scat- 
tered the  forces  of  the  enemy  and  is  still  pursuing.  The  loss  of  en- 
emy so  far  amounts  to  2,000  killed  and  wounded,  and  1,000  prisoners, 
20  pieces  of  artillery,  and  250  wagons  and  ambulances.  The  rout  is 
complete. 

S.  D.  LEE, 
Major-General. 

General  S.  Goof'eu,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Nathan  B.  Forrest,  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  Forrest's  Cavalry, 

Tupelo,  July  1,  1864. 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  my  command  in  the  battle  of  Tishomingo  Creek,  fought  near 
Guntown,  Miss.,  June  10, 1864 : 

I  received  orders  from  Maj.  Gen.  S.  D.  Lee,  commanding  department, 
to  move  into  Middle  Tennessee  with  2,000  men  from  my  own  command 
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and  1,000  from  the  division  of  Brigadier-General  Roddey,  commanding 
cavalry  of  North  Alabama,  and  two  batteries  of  artillery,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  destroying  the  railroad  from  Nashville  and  breaking  ui)  the 
lines  of  communications  connecting  that  ijoint  with  Sherman's  army  in 
Northern  Georgia.  In  jtursuance  of  that  order  1  left  Tupelo  ou  the  1st 
day  of  June  Avith  Buford's  division  and  Morton's  and  Eicc's  batteries. 
Prior  t<»  leaving  Tupelo  I  dispatched  my  aidc-de-cani]),  Capt.  Charles 
W.  Anderson,  and  Capt.  John  G.  Mann,  of  the  engineer  department, 
to  make  all  necessary  arrangements  for  crossing  the  Tennessee  Kiver, 
which  they  did  through  Brigadier-General  Iloddey. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  a  dispatch  leached  me  at  Russellville  from 
Major-General  Lee,  stating  that  the  enemy  were  moving  in  force  from 
Memjjhis  in  the  direction  of  Tupelo,  and  oidering  my  immediate  return. 
The  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  and  the  column  reached  Tupelo  on  the 
5th,  at  which  time  the  enemy  were  reported  at  Salem,  fifty  miles  from 
this  place,  west. 

On  the  7th  my  scouts  reported  the  enemy  moving  in  the  direction  of 
Euckersville,  and  to  meet  him  I  moved  with  Buford's  division  to 
Baldwyn,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  Sth  from  thence  to  Booneville. 
Major-General  Lee  had  ordered  Colonel  Eucker,  commanding  Sixth 
Brigade  of  my  command,  to  move  to  my  assistance,  and  in  pursuance 
of  the  order  he  had  joined  me  at  Booneville  on  the  evening  of  the  9th. 
Major-General  Lee  had  also  dispatched  Brigadier-General  Eoddey  to 
leave  a  small  force  in  the  valley  near  Decatur,  and  re-enforce  me  with 
the  balance  of  his  command.  I  received  a  dispatch  from  General 
Eoddey  stating  that  Col.  W.  A.  J  ohnson,  commanding  brigade,  was  mov- 
ing and  ordered  to  report  to  me  at  Tui)elo  ;  also  informing  me  that  the 
balance  of  his  command  Avas  then  between  Decatur  and  Eome  on  the 
flank  of  a  force  of  the  enemy  moAang  from  Decatur  to  Sherman's  army. 
Johnson's  brigade  reached  Baldwyn  on  the  9th,  and  Avas  ordered  to 
join  me  at  Booneville.  The  enemy  had  endeavored  to  cross  the  Hatchie 
Eiver  in  the  direction  of  Eicnzi,  but  OAving  to  high  water  had  only  suc- 
ceeded in  throAving  forward  about  500  caA'alry,  which  entered  Eienzi  on 
the  morning  of  the  7th  and  attem])ted  the  destruction  of  the  railroad, 
but  left  hastily  alter  burning  the  depot  and  destroying  a  few  yards 
of  the  railroad  track.  Sui)posing  the  main  body  would  move  in  that 
direction.  General  Buford  was  ordered  on  the  9th  to  send  Bell's  bri- 
gade to  Eienzi,  holding  Lyon's  brigade,  with  tAvo  batteries  of  artillery, 
to  await  further  develoi)ments. 

On  the  night  of  the  9th  I  leceived  dispatches  reporting  the  enemy,  in 
full  force,  encamped  twelve  miles  east  of  Ripley  on  the  Gnntown  road, 
having  abandoned  the  upper  route  as  impracticable. 

Orders  were  issued  to  move  at  4  o'cslock  on  the  folloAving  morning 
(10th  instant).  General  Buford  Avas  also  directed  to  order  the  imme- 
diate return  of  BeU's  brigade  from  Eienzi  to  Booneville.  The  wagon 
train  of  my  entire  command,  in  charge  of  Maj.  C.  S.  Severson,  chief 
quartermaster,  was  ordered  to  the  rear  and  southAA^ard  from  Booneville, 
east  of  the  railroad  to  Verona.  I  moved  as  rapidly  as  the  jaded  condi- 
tion of  my  horses  would  justify,  intending,  if  jjossible,  to  reach  Brice's 
Cross-Eoads  in  advance  of  the  enemy.  On  arrival  at  Old  CarroUville, 
in  advance  of  the  command,  I  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy's 
cavalry  were  within  four  miles  of  the  cross-roads.  I  immediately  sent 
forward  Lieutenant  Black,  temporarily  attached  to  my  staff,  with  a  few 
men  from  the  Seventh  Tennessee  Cavalry,  who  soon  reported  that  he 
had  met  the  advance  of  the  enemy  one  mile  and  a  half  north  of  the 
cross-roads,  and  was  then  skirmishing  Avith  them,    i  ordered  Colonel 
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Lyon,  wliose  brigade  was  in  front,  to  move  forward  and  develop  the 
enemy,  and  Avrote  back  to  General  Buford  to  move  up  witli  the  artillery 
and  Bell's  brigade  as  .rapidly  as  the  condition  of  the  horses  and  roads 
would  permit,  and  ordered  him  also  to  send  one  regiment  of  Bell's  brigade 
from  Old  Carrollville  across  to  the  Eipley  and  Guntown  road,  with 
orders  to  gain  tlie  roar  of  the  enemy  or  attack  and  annoy  his  rear  or  flank. 
Moving  forward  Colonel  Lyon  threw  out  one  company  as  skirmishers, 
and  soon  after  dismounted  his  brigade  and  attacked  the  enemy's  line 
of  cavalry,  driving  them  back  to  near  the  cross-roads,  at  which  place 
his  infantry  was  arriving  and  being  formed.  Desiring  to  avoid  a  gen- 
eral engagement  until  the  balance  of  my  troops  and  the  artillery  came 
up.  Colonel  Lyon  was  not  puvshed  forward,  but  in  order  to  hold  his 
position  secure  he  made  hasty  fortifications  of  rails,  logs,  and  such 
other  facilities  as  presented  themselves.  I  ordered  up  Colonel  Kucker's 
brigade,  dismounting  two  regiments  and  forming  them  on  the  left  of 
Colonel  Lyon,  holding  Ms  third  regiment,  under  Colonel  Duff',  mounted, 
as  a  reserve,  and  throwing  it  out  well  on  the  extreme  left  to  prevent 
any  flank  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Johnson  was 
also  moved  into  position.  We  had  a  severe  skirmish  with  the  enemy, 
which  was  kept  up  until  1  o'clock,  at  which  time  General  Buford 
arrived  with  the  artillery,  followed  by  Bell's  brigade.  The  enemy  had 
for  some  time  been  shelling  our  i)osition.  On  the  arrival  of  the  batter- 
ies I  directed  General  Buford  to  move  them  in  position  and  open  fire, 
in  order  to  develop  the  position  of  enemy's  batteries  and  his  lines.  The 
enemy  responded  with  two  guns  only.  The  firing  from  our  batteries  was 
discontinued,  while  Lyon  and  Johnson  were  ordered  to  move  their  lines 
forward.  It  was  now  1  o'clock,  and  as  all  my  forces  were  up  I  prepared 
to  attack  him  at  once.  Taking  with  me  my  escort  and  Bell's  brigade  I 
moved  rapidly  around  to  the  Guntown  and  Eipley  road,  and  advancing 
on  that  road,  dismounting  the  brigade,  and  forming  Kussell's  and  Wil- 
son's regiments  on  the  right,  extending  to  Colonel  Eucker's  left,  and 
placing  Newsom's  regiment  on  the  left  of  the  road.  Duff's  regiment, 
of  Eucker's  brigade,  and  my  escort  were  placed  on  the  left  of  Newsom's, 
and  formed  the  extreme  left  of  my  line  of  battle.  Before  leaving  Gen- 
eral Buford  I  ordered  him  the  moment  the  attack  began  on  the  left  to 
move  the  center  and  right  rapidly  forward.  Owing  to  the  density  of 
the  undergrowth  Colonel  Bell  was  compelled  to  advance  within  thirty 
yards  of  the  enemy  before  assaulting  him.  In  a  few  seconds  the  engage- 
ment became  general,  and  on  the  left  raged  with  great  fury.  The  enemy 
having  three  lines  of  battle,  the  left  Avas  being  heavily  pressed,  1  sent  a 
staff"  officer  to  General  Buford  to  move  Lyon's  and  Johnson's  brigades 
forward  and  press  the  enemy  on  the  right.  Newsoni's  regiment  was  suf- 
fering severely  and  had  given  way.  Colonel  Duff'  and  my  escort,  dis- 
mounted, were  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy's  position  in  front  of  New- 
som's  regiment,  and  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  to  his  second  line, 
enabling  the  regiment  to  rally,  reform,  and  move  forward  to  a  less  ex- 
posed position.  Fearing  my  order  to  General  Buford  had  miscarried, 
I  moved  forward  rapidly  along  the  lines,  encouraging  my  men,  until  I 
reached  General  Buford  on  the  Blackland  road,  and  finding  but  two 
pieces  of  artillery  in  jjosition  and  engaged,  I  directed  my  aide-de-camp, 
Captain  Anderson,  to  bring  up  all  the  artillery,  and  ordered  General 
Buford  to  place  it  in  action  at  <mce,  which  was  promptly  done.  The 
battle  was  tierce  and  the  enemy  obstinate;  but  after  two  hours'  hard 
fighting  the  enemy  gave  way,  being  forced  back  on  his  third  and  last 
line.  Colonel  Barteau,  in  command  of  the  regiment  sent  from  Old  Car- 
rollville, had  gained  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  by  his  presence  and 
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attack  in  that  quarter  had  withdrawn  the  cavalry  from  the  enemy's 
flank  and  created  confusion  and  dismay  to  the  enemy's  wagon  train  and 
the  guard  attending  it.  The  cavalry  was  sent  back  for  its  protection, 
and  the  enemy  now  in  front  made  a  last  attempt  to  hold  the  cross- 
roads; but  the  steady  advance  of  my  men  and  the  concentrated,  well- 
directed,  and  rapid  lire  from  my  batteries  upon  that  point  threw  them 
back,  and  the  retreat  or  rout  began.  He  endeavored,  after  abandoning 
the  cross-roads,  one  piece  of  artillery,  several  caissons,  and  a  quantity 
of  ammunition,  to  protect  his  rear  and  check  pursuit,  taking  advantage 
of  every  favorable  position  along  his  line  of  march,  but  he  was  speedily 
driven  from  them.  Pressing  forward  he  was  forced  to  abandon  many 
of  his  wagons  and  ambulances.  Before  reaching  Tishomingo  Creek  the 
road  was  so  blockaded  with  abandoned  vehicles  of  every  description 
that  it  was  difficult  to  move  the  artillery  forward.  Ordering  up  my 
horses,  they  were  mounted  and  the  pursuit  was  then  continued  and  the 
enemy  were  driven  until  dark.  He  attempted  the  destruction  of  his 
wagons,  loaded  with  ammunition  and  bacon,  but  so  closely  was  he  pur- 
sued that  many  of  them  were  saved  Avithout  injury,  although  the  road 
was  lighted  for  some  distance.  It  being  dark,  and  my  men  and  horses 
requiring  rest,  I  threw  out  an  advance  to  follow  slowly  and  cautiously 
after  the  enemy,  and  ordered  the  command  to  halt,  feed,  and  rest. 

At  1  a.  m.  on  the  11th  the  pursuit  was  resumed.  About  3  o'clock  we 
came  again  upon  the  enemy's  reai'  guard  of  cavalry;  but  moving  for- 
ward he  gave  way  and  did  not  attempt  to  check  our  advance.  In  the 
bottom  on  the  south  prong  of  the  Hatchie  they  had  abandoned  the  bal- 
ance of  their  wagon  train,  all  their  wounded,  and  14  i)ieces  of  artil- 
lery. We  came  upon  them  again  about  four  miles  east  of  Ripley, 
where  they  had  prepared  to  dispute  our  advance,  but  made  only  a  feeble 
and  ineffectual  resistance,  the  Seventh  Tennessee  and  my  escort  driving 
him  from  his  position.  He  made  another  stand  two  miles  east  of  Rip- 
ley, but  it  was  followed  by  another  characteristic  retreat.  On  reaching 
the  town  of  Ripley,  about  8  a.  m.,  the  enemy  was  found  in  line  of  battle 
and  seemingly  prepared  for  determined  resistance,  occupying  all  favor- 
able positions  for  that  purpose.  1  had  but  few  troops  present.  My 
escort  was  sent  to  the  left  and  engaged  the  enemy,  and  Colonel  Wil- 
son's regiment  was  thrown  forward,  dismounted,  as  skirmishers,  ex- 
pecting they  would  be  driven  until  the  balance  of  my  forces  came  ui). 
The  advance  of  Colonel  Wilson  and  the  escort  was  spirited  and  deter- 
mined, and  at  the  first  appearance  of  additional  force  he  again  retreated, 
leaving  21  killed  and  70  wounded,  among  wliom  was  Colonel  McKeaig; 
also  leaving  another  piece  of  artillery,  2  caissons,  and  2  ambulances; 
and  from  this  place  to  the  end  of  our  pursuit  the  enemy  offered  no 
organized  resistance,  but  retreated  in  the  most  complete  disorder, 
throwing  away  guns,  clothing,  and  everything  calculated  to  imx)ede  his 
flight.  Faulkner's  (Kentucky)  regiment,  commanded  by  Major  Tate,  and 
the  Seventh  Tennessee,  Colonel  Duckworth,  made  repeated  charges, 
mounted,  and  captured  many  prisoners.  I  ordered  General  Buford  to 
continue  the  pursuit,  and  taking  with  me  my  escort  and  Colonel  Bell,  • 
with  his  brigade,  endeavored  by  taking  another  road  to  cut  them  off"  at 
Salem,  but  reached  there  an  hour  after  their  rear  had  passed.  General 
Buford  had  pursued  them  rapidly  and  their  infantry  saved  themselves 
by  scattering  on  all  by-roads  leading  toward  the  Memphis  and  Charles- 
ton Railroad,  retreating  through  the  woods  in  squads  and  avoiding 
capture  in  that  way.  Regarding  all  further  pursuit  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  useless,  I  ordered  General  Buford  to  move  in  the  direction  of 
Mount  Pleasant  and  La  Grange,  and  to  scour  the  country  on  his  return 
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and  to  gather  up  i>risoners,  arms,  &c.,  that  could  be  fouud.  All  the 
troops  were  ordered  back,  and  details  made  to  gather  up  i)risoners  and 
si>oils.  Before  reaching  the  battlo-lield  on  the  return  march  several 
hundred  prisoners  were  taken  from  their  hiding  places  in  the  woods. 
My  entire  command  moved  to  Guiitown,  and  thence  to  this  place. 

My  available  force  in  the  engagement  was  3,500.  From  the  reports 
of  the  prisoners  captured,  corroborated  by  ofiicial  documents  cai)tured 
on  tlie  field,  the  enemy  had  in  the  engagement  10,252. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed  and  wounded  is  not  less  than  2,000, 
250  wagons  and  ambulances,  18  pieces  of  artillery,  5,000  stand  of  small- 
arms,  500,000  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  all  his  baggage  and  supplies. 
I  regret  to  say  that  during  our  i)ursuit  the  abandoned  wagons,  &c.,  of 
the  enemy  were  pillaged  and  plundered  by  citizens  and  stragglers  of 
the  (iommand. 

I  herewith  forward  reports  from  the  chief  quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary,* showing  the  amount  of  projterty  belonging  to  their  respective 
departments  received ;  and  but  for  fire  and  robbery  the  entire  outfit 
could  have  been  saved. 

The  enemy  broke,  bent,  and  secre.te<l  a  large  number  of  their  small- 
arms,  but  as  far  as  they  could  be  found  they  have  been  packed  up  and 
sent  back  for  repairs. 

A  report  of  the  division  provost-marshal,  showing  the  prisoners  cap- 
tured and  sent  south,  is  also  lierewith  forwarded.  Quite  a  number 
were  captured  too  far  west  to  be  returned  to  this  route,  and  were  sent 
south  via  Holly  Springs  and  Grenada.  The  whole  number  captured 
and  in  our  hands  is  not  less  than  2,000. 

Our  loss  in  the  engagement  in  killed  and  wounded  is,  as  will  be  seen 
by  report  of  chief  surgeon,  493.t 

Colonel  Eucker,  commanding  brigade,  reported  directly  to  me,  and  I 
take  pleasure  in  speaking  of  his  uniform  good  conduct.  His  attack  was 
made  with  vigor,  rapidity,  and  preciision.  Capt.  John  W.  Morton, 
chief  of  artillery,  moved  with  great  promptness,  and  did  admirable 
execution  with  his  guns.  My  medical  staff,  under  the  direction  of 
Chief  Surg.  J.  B.  Cowan,  were  assiduous  in  attention  to  the  wounded 
on  the  field  and  in  their  removal  to  comfortable  hospitals.  My  chief 
quai-termaster,  Maj.  C.  S.  Severson,  and  Maj.  G.  V.  liambaut,  commis- 
sary of  subsistence,  were  highly  serviceable  and  useful  in  gathering  up 
and  taking  care  of  captured  property  belonging  to  their  respective 
departments. 

Thus  did  my  troops  in  the  hour  of  need  rally  to  the  defense  of  their 
country.  They  deserve  well  of  her  gratitude.  Notwithstanding  the 
great  disparity  in  numbers,  they  repulsed  the  foe  and  achieved  a  victory 
as  imperishable  as  it  is  brilliant. 

My  obligations  are  hereby  returned  to  Brigadier -General  Buford, 
commanding  division.  He  was  prompt  in  obeying  orders  and  exhibited 
great  energy  both  in  assaulting  and  pursuing  the  enemy.  The  high 
praises  he  bestows  upon  his  brigade  commanders.  Colonels  Bell  and 
Lyon,  are  truthful  and  just.  They  exhibited  coolness,  skill,  courage,  and 
ability.  Colonel  Johnson,  commanding  brigade  from  General  Roddey's 
command,  exhibited  throughout  the  engagement  the  qualities  of  a 
gallant  officer. 

This  victory  may  be  justly  considered  one  of  the  most  complete  of 
the  war,  and  for  it  I  feel  indebted  to  the  valor  of  my  troops  and  the 

*  Couimi.ssnry'8  report  not  found. 
t  Sec  p.  230. 
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skill  of  my  subordinate  officers,  and  I  mention  again  tbat  to  Colonels 
Bell,  Lyon,  and  Kucker,  commanding  brigades,  1  feel  mainly  indebted 
for  this  crowning. success  over  vastly  superior  numbers. 

It  would  be  unjust  to  close  my  report  without  referring  to  the  gallant 
and  meritorious  conduct  of  my  escort  company,  commanded  by  Cai)t. 
J.C.Jackson.  Owing  to  drill,  discipline,  and  material  its  services  Were 
to  me  on  this  occasion,  as  on  many  other  fields,  invaluable,  and  I  con- 
sider it  to-day  the  best  body  of  men  in  my  command — dashing,  daring, 
and  unflinching  in  the  execution  of  orders  given,  and  as  scouts,  for 
reliability  and  effectiveness,  they  are  without  an  equal. 

In  conclusion,  my  acknowledgments  are  also  due  to  Maj.  Charles 
W.  Anderson,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  to  Lieutenants 
Donelson  and  Galloway,  my  aides-de-camp.  Fully  alive  to  the  emer- 
gencies of  the  occasion  and  the  odds  against  us,  they  were  prompt  and 
faithful  in  the  execution  of  all  orders  and  untiring  in  the  discharge  of 
every  duty  devolving  upon  them  from  the  commencement  of  the  battle 
until  pursuit  was  ended. 

Eespectfullv  submitted. 

N.  B.  FORREST, 

Major- General. 

Maj.  P.  Ellis, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Meridian. 

[InoloBUTO  No.  1.] 

lieport  of  quartermaster' a  property  captured  in  the  battle  of  Tishovthigo  Creek  on  .Jime 
10,  1864,  by  Major-General  Forrest's  cavalry  command. 
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I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  report  made  up  from  the  reports 
of  above  officers. 

C.  S.  SEVEESON, 
Major  and  Chief  Quartermaster,  Forrest's  Cavalry  Command. 
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[lucloHuro  No.  2.] 

Provosx-Mabshal's  Office,  Foekest's  Cayalry  Dept., 

Tupelo^  Miss.,  June  23,  1864. 
Major  Ellis, 

Assistant  A  djutant-  General : 
Major:  I  Lave  the  honor  to  submit  tlic  foUowiiig  report  of  captures 
made  by  the  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  N.  B.  Forrest  in  the  battle  of 
Brice's  Cross- Eoads,  Tishomingo  Creek,  Miss.,  on  10th  of  June,  1864, 
showing — 

Colonel j^ 

Asslstiiiit  sargeou 1 

CaptaiiiK  18 

Lientcuauts 40 

Nou-iominissioned  ofticors 87 

Musicians  3 

Total 150 

Privates 1^468 

Aggregate 1,618 

Stand  ot  colors 2 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  GOODWIN, 
Captain,  Chief  Provost-Marshal,  Forresfs  Cavalry  Department. 

[Incloauro  No.  iJ.] 

Report  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  captured  at  the  battle  of  Tisho- 
mingo Creek,  June  10  and  11, 1804,  by  Maj.  Gen.  N.  B.  Forrest's  cavalry 
command. 

3-inch  steel  gun,  rifled 1 

6-pounder  James  bronze  guns,  rilled 3 

3.8-incli  James  bronze  guns,  rifled 2 

6-pouiider  bronze  guns 5 

12-i)Ounder  bronze  howitzers 2 

12-pounder  Napoleon  bronze  guns 3 

Total  guns 16 

3-inch  carriage  and  limber 1 

12-iioundcr  howitzer  carriages  and  limbers 2 

6-pouiidcr  gun  carriages  and  limbers 7 

12-pounder  Napoleon  carriages  .and  1  iuibers 3 

12- pounder  Napoleon  caissons  and  limbers 2 

12-pounder  howitzer  caissons  and  limbers 2 

3-inch  rifle  caisson  and  limber 1 

6-pounder  gun  caissons  and  limbers ,...  10 

6-pouuder  shot 77 

6-ponnder  canister 54 

6-poundcr  S])herical  case  50 

12-pounder  canister 18 

12-pounder  shot 35 

12-pounder  spherical  case 90 

6-pouuder  fixed  shot 200 

6-pounder  fixed  spherical  case 150 

12-ponnder  fixed  shot 17 

12-pounder  fixed  spherical  case 37 

12-ponnder  fixed  canister 11 

12-poundcr  fixed  howitzer  spherical  case .50 

12-pounder  fixed  gnu  canistcsr 13 

12-poundor  gun  spherical  case 18 

St.and  small  -arms 1,  500 

Cap-pouches ■- 60 

Cartridge-boxes 514 

Kounds  small-arms  cartridges 300, 000 

Hamcs,  pairs 92 
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Collars 14 

Valise  saddles 10 

Artillery  saddles 2 

Wheel  traces .• 5 

Lead  traces 62 

iBreast  straps 6 

Sets  Lreecliing ^ 

Limber  chests 3 


Respectfully  submitted. 

J- 

Chief  Ordnance  Officer. 


J.  B.  RUSSELL, 


A DDENDA  . 

Headquartees  Fokrest's  Gavaley, 

Tupelo^  MisH.,  June  28, 1864. 

Soldiers  :  After  a  long  and  laborious  campaign,  tLe  major-general 
commanding  deems  it  an  appropriate  occasion  to  address  you  a  few 
words  of  recapitulation,  acknowledgment,  and  ccnigratulation.  About 
tlie  15th  of  February  last  tlie  campaign  which  so  gloriously  terminated 
at  Tishomingo  Creek  was  inaugurated.  Major-General  Sherman  with  a 
large  and  well-appointed  army  undertook  to  penetrate  the  central  coun- 
ties of  Alabama  and  Mississippi.  His  object  was  avowedly  to  capture 
Selma  and  Mobile,  and  to  desolate  that  productive  region  of  country, 
from  which  the  granaries  of  a  large  section  of  the  Confederacy  were 
supplied.  Generals  Smith  and  Grierson  had  their  duties  assigned  them, 
and  were  to  act  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  work  of  spoliation  and  piracy. 
With  a  large  co-operating  cavalry  force,  thoroughly  armed  and  equipped, 
they  w^ereto  descend  through  Northern  Mississix)pi,  carrying  fire  and 
sword  with  them.  On  they  came,  like  a  bUghting  sirocco.  At  West 
Point  you  met  them.  There  you  threw  yourselves  across  the  rich 
praiisies,  a  living  bulwark,  to  stay  the  desolating  tide.  Compared 
with  the  enemy  you  were  but  few  in  numbers,  but  every  man  became  a 
hero,  for  all  seemed  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  momentous 
struggle.  You  x)roved  yourselves  equal  to  the  expectations  of  the  coun- 
try. Yoii  met  the  proud  and  exultant  enemy.  The  result  is  known  to 
the  world;  you  drove  him  howling  back  in  ignominy  and  shame;  broken 
and  demoralized.  Sherman's  campaign  was  thus  brought  to  an  abrupt 
conclusion,  and  Mississippi  and  Alabama  saved.  The  victory  was 
a  glorious  one,  and  with  heartfelt  pride  the  general  commanding 
acknowledges  your  unexampled  gallantry.  This  great  work  Avas  ac- 
comx)lished  by  Colonel  Eell's  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Barteau, 
Colonel  McCulloch's,  and  Colonel  Forrest's  brigades.  But  great  as  was 
this  victory,  it  is  not  without  its  alloy.  The  laurel  is  closely  entwined 
with  the  cyiiress,  and  the  luster  of  a  brilliant  triumph  is  darkened  by 
the  blood  with  which  it  was  purchased.  It  Avas  here  that  Colonel 
Barksdale  gave  u^j  his  life  a  willing  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  his  coun- 
try. He  fell  in  front  of  the  battle,  gallantly  discharging  his  duty.  He 
sleeps,  but  his  mime  is  imperishable.  Here,  too,  fell  the  noble  brother 
of  the  general  commanding,  Col.  Jeffrey  E.  Forrest.  He  was  a  brave 
and  chivalrous  spirit,  ever  foremost  in  the  fight.  He  fell  in  the  flower 
of  his  youth  and  usefulness,  but  his  dying  gaze  was  proudly  turned 
upon  the  victorious  field,  which  his  own  valor  had  aided  in  -winning. 
Peace  to  the  ashes  of  these  gallant  young  heroes. 

After  a  short  repose  you  were  called  to  a  new  theater  of  action.  By 
long  and  rapid  marches,  which  you  endured  without  murmur  or  com- 
plaint, you  foimd  yourselves  upou  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  sweeping  the 
enemy  before  you  wherever  you  met  him,  capturing  hundreds  of  pris- 
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oners,  valitable  and  needed  stores  in  the  quartermaster's  and  ordnance 
departments,  wbile  securing  for  yourselves  a  cliaracter  for  endurance, 
valor,  and  eflBciency  wliicli  might  well  excite  the  envy  of  the  most 
famous  legions  in  mOitary  history.  At  Fort  Pillow  you  exhibited  the 
same  conspicuous  gallantry.  In  the  face  of  a  murderous  fire  from  two 
gun-boats  and  six  pieces  of  artillery  on  the  fort,  you  stormed  the  works 
and  either  killed  or  captured  the  entire  garrison,  a  motley  herd  of 
negroes,  traitors,  and  Yankees.  This  noble  work  was  ai^complished  by 
liarts  of  Chalmers'  and  Buford's  divisions,  composed  of  Bell's  and  Mc- 
(JuUoch's  brigades,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  CJ}almers;  and 
for  his  gallantry  on  this  and  other  occasions  General  Chalmers  deserves 
the  enduring  gratitude  of  his  countrymen.  For  the  exhibitions  of  high 
soldierly  bearing  on  these  fields  you  have  earned  from  your  country  and 
its  government  the  most  grateful  and  well-deserved  plaudits.  Congress 
lias  voted  you  complimentary  resolutions  of  thanks  and  tendered  you  a 
nation's  homage. 

But  the  crowning  glory  of  your  great  deeds  has  yet  to  be  named. 
Tishomingo  Creek  is  the  brightest  leaf  in  your  chaplets  of  laurels. 
General  Grierson,  not  satisfied  with  his  test  of  your  prowess,  united 
with  General  Sturgis,  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  best  appointed  forces 
ever  equipped  by  the  Yankee  nation,  complete  in  infantry,  cavalry,  ar- 
tillery, and  supply  trains.  They  came  forth  with  threats  of  vengeance 
toward  you  and  your  commander  for  the  bloody  victory  of  Fort  Pillow, 
made  a  massacre  only  by  dastardly  Yankee  reporters.  Again  you  re- 
sponded bravely  to  your  general's  call.  You  met  the  enemy  and  de- 
feated him.  Victory  was  uever  njorc  glorious,  disaster  never  more 
crushing  and  signal.  From  a  proud  and  defiant  foe,  en  route  to  the 
heart  of  your  country,  with  declai'ations  botli  by  negro  and  white  troops 
of  "  no  quarters  to  Forrest  or  his  men,"  he  became  an  enemy  beaten,  de- 
feated, routed,  destroyed.  You  drove  the  boasted  minions  of  despotism 
in  contused  flight  from  the  battle-field.  Seventeen  guns,  2.50  wagons, 
3,000  stand  of  arms,  2,000  prisoners,  and  killed  and  wounded  2,000  more, 
are  the  proud  trophies  which  adorn  your  triumphant  bainiers.  The 
remainder  is  still  wandering  in  the  bushes  and  bottoms,  forever  lost  to 
the  enemy.  There  were  not  over  3,000  of  you  who  achieved  this  vic- 
tory over  10,000  of  the  enemy.  Had  you  never  Ijefore  raised  an  arm  in 
your  country's  cause  this  terrible  overthrow  of  her  brutal  foe  would 
entitle  you  to  her  deepest  gratitude.  Again,  your  general  expresses  his 
])ride  and  admiration  of  your  gallantry  and  wonderful  achievements. 
Yon  stand  before  the  world  an  unconquerable  band  of  heroes.  Whether 
dismounted,  and  fighting  shoulder  to  shoulder  like  infantry  veterans, 
or  hurling  your  irresistible  squadrons  on  the  flying  foe,  you  evinced  the 
same  courageous  bravery. 

Soldiers  1  Amid  your  rejoicing  do  not  forget  the  gallant  dead  upon 
these  fields  of  glory.  Maiiy  a  noble  comrade  has  fallen  a  costly  sacri- 
fice to  his  country's  Independence.  The  most  you  can  do  is  to  cherish 
their  memory  and  strive  to  make  the  future  as  glorious  a-s  you  and  they 
have  made  the  past. 

To  Brigadier-General  Buford,  cx)mmanding  division,  my  obligations 
are  especially  due.  His  gallantry  and  activity  on  the  field  were  ever 
conspicuous,  and  for  the  energy  displayed  in  pursuing  the  enemy  he 
deserves  much  of  his  Government.  He  has  abundant  cause  to  be  proud 
of  his  brigade  commanders.  Colonels  Lyon  and  Bell,  who  displayed 
great  gallantry  during  the  day.  Col.  B.  W.  Rucker  was  prompt  in  the 
discharge  of  every  duty.  His* brigade  displayed  conspicuous  steadiness 
during  the  fight.    Colonel  Johnson,  commanding  brigade  from  General 
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Koddey'vS  conimaiiii,  merits  notice  for  his  coolness  and  bravery  on  this 
occasion,  and  for  the  vahiable  services  rendered  by  his  troops.  Nor  can 
the  general  commanding  forget  to  mention  the  efficient  aid  rendered  by 
the  artillery,  commanded  by  Capt.  John  W.  Morton.  He  moved  rapidly 
over  the  roughest  ground  and  was  always  in  action  at  the  right  time, 
and  his  well-directed  fire  dealt  destruction  in  the  masses  of  the  enemy. 
The  general  commanding  also  takes  pleasure  in  noticing  the  intelli- 
gent alacrity  with  which  Maj.  C.  W.  Anderson,  Capt.  W.  H.  Brand, 
Lieutenants  Otey,  Donelsou,  Titus,  and  Galloway,  of  my  staff,  con- 
veyed orders  to  all  parts  of  the  field.  They  were  ever  near  my  person, 
and  were  prompt  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty. 

Soldiers!  You  have  done  mixch,  but  there  is  still  work  for  you  to  do. 
By  ])rompt  obedience  to  orders  and  patient  endurance  you  will  be  en- 
abled to  repeat  these  great  achievements.  The  enemy  is  again  prepar- 
ing to  break  through  the  living  wall  erected  by  your  noble  bosoms  and  big 
hearts.  In  the  name  and  recollection  of  ruined  homes,  desolated  fields, 
and  the  bleaching  bones  of  your  martyred  comrades,  you  are  appealed 
to  again.  The  smoke  of  your  burning  homesteads,  the  screams  of  your 
insulted  women,  and  the  cries  of  starving  children  will  again  nerve  your 
strong  arms  with  strength.  Your  fethers  of  '7(i  had  much  to  fight  for, 
but  how  little  and  unimi)ortant  was  their  (;ause  comjiared  with  yours. 
They  fought  not  against  annihilation,  but  simply  to  be  independent  of 
a  foreign  yet  a  constitutional  and  free  Government.  You  are  struggling 
against  the  most  odious  of  all  tyranny,  for  existence  itself,  for  your 
])roperty,  your  homes,  your  wives,  and  children,  against  your  own  en- 
slavement, against  emancipation,  confiscation,  and  subjugation,  with 
all  their  attendant  horrors. 

In  conclusion,  your  commanding  general  congratulates  you  on  the 
brilliant  prospects  which  everywhere  pervade  our  cause.  The  inde- 
pendence of  the  Confederate  States  is  a  fixed,  accomplished,  innnutable 
fact.  The  ray  of  peace  is  glimmering  like  bright  sunshine  around  the 
dark  clouds.  ]3etrue  to  yourselves  and  j'our  country  a  little  while  longer 
and  you  will  soon  l)e  enabled  to  leturn  to  your  desolated  homes,  there 
to  collect  togtsther  once  more  your  scattered  household  gods. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  N.  B.  Forrest: 

C.  W.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  23. 
Return  of  casualties  in  the  Confederate  forces. 

[Coiuiiilcd  from  nominal  list.*] 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

at 

to 

■A 

1 

53 
39 
17 
55 

o 

t 

1 

5 

3 
9 

'"'ih' 
27 
12 
32 

Staff 

riiiiil  Iti-igade. 

3(1   Keiituf.kv    - 

b\ 
c'2 

8 
4 

12 

7tli  KentnckV 

8th  Kunt.urk'v 

12t,h  Kenluckv 

Total 

4          2f, 

25       iin 

105 

a  Lieut.  S.  H.Edwards.       (iCapt.  R.  M.Scay.        (.Cnpt.  J.  J.  Wilson  and  Lieut.  E.r.Nailliug. 
*  Signed  by  Surg.  J.  B.  Cowiiii,  chief  surgeon  Forrest's  ciivalry  department. 
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Command. 

Killcl. 

"WouTided. 

1 

o 

O 

Staff    

Fourth  Brigadt'. 

3 

40 
27 
17 

3 

al 
cl 

4 

15 
3 

IGtli  Teniu'ssre 

54 

22 

Total 

4 

22 

21 

84 

Sixth  Brigade. 

8th  Missiaaippi 

el 
f- 

7 

0 

19 

G 
7 
3 

42 
37 
30 

54 

Total 

i, 

32 

16 

109 

161 

Johnnon'b  Brigade. 

2 
2 

1 
1 

3 
4 

9 

1 
1 
1 

G 

4 

Total 

3 

6 

16 

25 

Artillery. 

4 
5 

1 

6 

Total 

1 

9 

10 

12 

84 

68 

328 

492 

oCapt.  J.  R.  Hibbitt. 

h  Liouta.  .T.  Robert  Arnold  and  J.  P.  Revely . 

cLieut.  E.  P.  Hooper. 


d  Lieut.  AV.  R.  Welch,  EnslgD  W.  K.  Hogg  mortally 
wounded. 
e  Lieut.  W.  W.  Gov.in. 
/Oapt.  W.  J.  Tate  and  Lieut.  W.  S.  Pope. 


JUNE  8,  1864.— Affair  at  Indian  Bayon,  Hiss. 
Beport  of  Gapt.  Perry  Evans,  Ninth  Texas  Cavalry,  commanding  scouts. 

Deer  Creek,  Miss.,  June  13, 1864. 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  most  respectfully  to  report  that  on  the  6th 
instant  a  Yankee  force,  supposed  to  be  between  8,000  and  10,000  strong, 
commanded  by  General  A.  J.  Smith,  landed  at  Sunny  Side,  a  point  on 
the  Arkansas  shore,  about  seven  miles  below  Greenville,  Miss.,  and 
engaged  General  Marmaduke's  forces  between  that  place  and  Lake 
Village,  Ark.,  and  again  on  their  march  by  land  to  Columbia,  Ark.,  where 
they  were  driven  on  their  boats.  They  themselves  acknowledge  the 
loss  of  about  600  men.*  The  boats  upon  which  this  command  embarked 
passed  on  up  the  Mississippi  River.  I  followed  them  as  far  as  the  mouth 
of  White  River,  and  saw  these  boats,  twenty-three  in  number,  pass  up 
the  Mississippi  River  beyond  that  point  on  Saturday,  11th  instant,  at  2 
o'clock  at  night.  They  then  reported  that  they  were  en  route  to  re-en- 
force General  Sherman.    On  the  8th  instant  a  Federal  cavalry  force, 

*  For  reports  of  these  operations,  see  Vol.  XXXIV,  Part  I,  p.  971. 


232  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALA.,  AND  N.  "GA.  [Chap.  LI. 

from  300  to  400  strong,  landed  at  Greenville,  Miss.,  and  marched 
hastily  to  Indian  Bayou,  which  they  reached  at  night  and  there  sur- 
prised and  cai)tured  during  the  night  several  furloughed  soldiers  from 
the  Texas  cavalry  brigade.  They  also  captured  1  of  my  scouts  because 
of  his  horse  becoming  bogged  in  Black  Bayou;  we  soon  afterward  cap- 
tured 1  of  the  Federals.  These  men  were  yesterday  exchanged  and  my 
man  has  returned  to  duty.  These  Federals  captured  and  carried  ofli 
a  number  of  mules  and  negroes  from  Indian  Bayou  and  a  few  from 
Deer  Creek.  This  force  consisted  of  four  companies  of  "  land  cavalry  " 
sent  up  from  Vicksburg,  the  rest  were  cavalry  of  the  marine  boats,  and 
the  raid  was  under  the  command  of  General  EUet,  of  the  marines. 
My  scouts  fought  them  at  every  poiiit  where  an  opportunity  offered. 
Indian  Bayou  is  a  bayou  running  nearly  parallel  with  and  about  four- 
teen miles  east  of  Bayou  Phalia,  emptying  into  Sunflower  River  at  Gar- 
vin's Ferry. 

Doctor  Atkins,  a  man  on  Indian  Bayou,  has  papers  purporting  to  be  au- 
thority from  the  Confederate  Government  as  an  agent  to  take  care  of 
Government  cotton,  but  he  has  no  authority  to  sell  cotton.  He  has  car- 
ried to  and  sold  at  Beulah,  Bolivar  County,  Miss.,  about  seventy-five 
bales  of  cotton ;  for  part  of  which  he  received  in  payment  gold  at  28 
cents  per  pound,  but  I  have  information  that  for  some  of  it  he  has 
received  "  greenbacks."  I  am  almost  satisfied  that  his  papers  are  not 
genuine,  and  I  most  respectfully  ask  to  be  informed  whether  he  is  in 
fact  authorized  to  do  such  things  as  are  here  reported. 

I  have  heretofore  forwarded  several  reports  through  General  Adams' 
headquarters. 

I  have  the  honor,  major,  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

PEEEY  EVANS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Scouts. 

Major  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Maj.  Gen.  8.  D.  Lee's  Hdqrs. 


JUNE  13-JTrLT  15,  1864.— Raid  from  Morristown,  Tenn.,  into  North  Caro- 
lina, and  capture  (June  28)  of  Camp  Vance. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  U.  S.  Army,  coramandiug  Department  of  the 

Ohio. 
No.  2. — Capt.  Robert  Morro-vr,  Assistant  Adjntant-Gencral,  U.  S.  Army. 
No.  3. — Col.  John  B.  Palmer,  Fifty-eighth  North   Carolina  Infantry,   commanding 

District  of  Western  North  Carolina. 
No.  4. — Col.  Peter  Mallett,  commanding  North  Carolina  conscripts. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  the  Ohio. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Near  Atlanta,  6a.,  July  21, 1864. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Capt.  G.  W.  Kirk, 
Third  North  Carolina  Volunteer  Infantry,  has  returned  to  Knoxville  from 
the  raid  I  ordered  him  to  make  into  Western  North  Carolina.    The  fol- 
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lowing  is  a  correct  snminary  of  the  results  of  the  expedition :  Hcfmarched 
witli  about  130  men  from  Morristown  on  the  13tli  of  June,  and  proceeded 
via  Bull's  Gap,  Greeneville,  Tenn.,  and  Grab  Orchard  to  Camp  Vance, 
within  six  miles  of  Morganton,  N.  C.  At  Camp  Yance  he  met  the 
enemy,  routing  them,  with  a  loss  to  them  of  1  commissioned  officer  and 
10  men  killed ;  number  of  wounded  unknown.  At  Camp  Vance  he  de- 
stroyed a  large  quantity  of  rebel  property,  including  1  locomotive,  in 
fine  order,  and  3  cars,  the  depot  and  commissary  buildings,  1,200  small- 
arms,  with  .ammunition,  and  3,000  bushels  grain,  besides  capturing  277 
j)risoners,  who  surrendered  with  the  camp,  of  which  number  he  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  into  Knoxville  132,  together  with  32  negroes  and 
48  horses  and  nrales,  besides  obtaining  40  recruits  for  his  regiment,  and 
perfecting  arrangements  for  others.  He  did  not  accomplish  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  the  expedition — that  is,  the  destruction  of  the  railroad 
bridge  over  the  Yadkin  River;  but  made  arrangements  to  do  this  se- 
cretly, it  being  impossible  for  him  to  do  it  by  force.  The  total  casual- 
ties of  his  command  were  1  killed,  1  mortally  wounded,  and  5  slightly, 
including  Captain  Kirk  himself. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

ADDENDA. 

Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  near  Atlanta,  Oa.,  July  21, 1864. 

Major-General  Schopield, 

'     Commanding  Department  of  tJie  Ohio: 

General:  Youi-s  of  to-day  is  received.  Please  convey  to  Col.  G. 
W.  Kirk  the  assurances  of  my  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  by 
him  in  his  late  expedition.  You  may  encourage  him  all  you  can,  more 
in  organizing  the  element  in  North  Carolina  hostile  to  Jeff.  Davis  rather 
than  in  undertaking  those  hazardous  expeditions.  If  he  could  form  a 
series  of  companies  in  Western  Carolina  that  could  protect  each  other, 
and  give  us  the  information  needed,  he  would  fully  eai-n  his  compensa- 
tion and  our  thanks. 


I  am,  &c., 


W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Before  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  24, 1864. 


Capt.  G.  W.  Kirk, 

Third  North  Carolina  Volunteer  Infantry: 

Captain:  I  have  received  from  Captain  Morrow,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  a  report  of  your  operations  in  the  recent  expedition  into  North 
Carolina,  and  take  pleasure  in  conveying  to  you  the  assurances  of 
Major-General  Sherman  of  his  appreciation  of  the  service  you  have  ren- 
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dered  oifr  cause,  to  which  I  add  my  own  thanks  to  you,  and  through  you 
to  the  officers  and  men  of  your  command,  for  the  gallant  and  successful 
manner  in  which  you  have  conducted  the  expedition.  Such  daring  and 
hazardous  expeditions  should  be  undertaken  but  rarely.  You  can,  in 
general,  render  more  effective  service  by  organizing  the  element  in 
North  Carolina  hostile  to  Jeff.  Davis  into  a  series  of  scouting  com- 
panies, who  would  protect  each  other,  interrupt  as  much  as  possible  the 
communications  of  the  enemy,  destroy  his  supply  depots,  and  bring  in 
su(!h  information  as  may  be  useful  to  us.  Any  assistance  in  my  power 
will  be  given  to  enable  you  to  carry  out  this  project. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  Robert  Morrow,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  S.  Army. 

Headqttarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  July  15,  1864. 

General  :  Capt.  G.  W.  Kirk,  Third  North  Carolina  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, has  just  returned  from  a  highly  successfiil  expedition  into  West- 
ern North  Carolina.  The  following  is  a  correct  summary  of  the  results 
of  the  expedition :  He  marched  with  about  130  men  from  Morristown 
on  the  13th  of  June,  and  proceeded,  via  Bull's  Gap,  Greeneville,  Tenn., 
and  Crab  Orchard,  to  Camp  Vance,  within  six  miles  of  Morganton,  N. 
C.  At  Broylesville,  Tenn.,  he  met  the  enemy,  routing  them,  with  a 
loss  of  1  commissioned  officer  and  10  men  killed ;  number  of  wounded 
unknown.  At  Camp  Vance  he  destroyed  a  large  quantity  of  rebel 
property,  including  1  locomotive,  in  fine  order,  and  3  cars,  the  depot  and 
commissary  buildings,  1,200  small-arms,  with  ammunition,  and  3,000 
bushels  grain,  besides  capturing  277  prisoners,  who  surrendered  with  the 
camp,  of  which  number  he  succeeded  in  bringing  into  Knoxville  132, 
together  with  32  negroes  and  48  horses  and  mules,  besides  obtaining  40 
recruits  for  his  regiment  and  perfecting  arrangements  for  others.  He 
did  not  accomplish  the  principal  object  of  the  expedition — that  is,  the 
destruction  of  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Yadkin  Eiver;  but  made 
arrangements  to  do  this  secretly,  it  being  impossible  for  him  to  do  it  by 
force.  The  total  casualties  of  his  command  were  1  killed,  1  mortally 
wounded,  and  5  shghtly,  including  Captain  Kirk  himself.  The  com- 
manding officer  at  Kingston,  Tenn.,  reports  that  guerrillas,  under 
Champ  Ferguson,  drove  off  a  few  days  since  500  U.  S.  horses  that 
Cai)taiu  Fry  was  pasturing  within  a  few  miles  of  that  place,  and 
that  the  mounted  force  available  was  inadequate  to  their  pursuit  and 
recapture.  General  Ammen  reports  that  orders  have  been  given  and 
that  efforts  will  be  made  to  recover  the  stock  and  punish  the  raiders. 

The  above  is  resjiectfuUy  submitted. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

R.  MORROW, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofielb, 

Commanding  Dept.  of  the  Ohio,  Hdqrs.  in  the  Field. 
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No.  3 

Report  of  Col.  John  B.  Palmer^  Fifty-eighth  North  Carolina  Infantry, 
commanding  District  of  Western  North  Carolina. 

Hdqrs.  District  op  Western  North  Carolina, 

Asheville,  July  4,  1804. 

General  :  On  Wednesday  evening-  last  a  vague  rumor  rcfujhed  me 
to  tlie  effect  tbat  a  band  of  toriesaud  deserters  had  on  Tuesday  at  day- 
liglit  surprised  and  cai])tured  Camp  Vance  (a  rendezvous  of  conscripts, 
near  Morganton)  and  a  battalicni  of  Junior  Reserves  recently  organized 
at  tliiit  place.  Cam])  Vance  is  not  in  my  district,  my  command  extend- 
ing only  to  the  Blue  Bidge.  Thinking  it  possible  that  this  band  might 
seek  to  pass  to  East  Tennessee  through  Mitchell  County,  I  immedi- 
ately ordered  some  infantry  to  re-enforce  the  detachment  in  that  county, 
and  intercept  and  capture  the  tories  should  they  return  by  that  route; 
but  it  was  too  late,  they  havingpassed  to  Tennessee  on  Thursday.  1  have 
no  cavalry  under  my  command.  It  ai)pears  that  in  going  to  Camp 
Vance,  Kirk,  with  a  small  band  of  Indians,  negroes,  and  deserters, 
passed  from  Carter  County,  Tenn.,  through  Mitchell  County  (desig- 
nated as  Watauga  County  on  the  map),  traveling  in  the  night  and 
avoiding  all  roads.  Wlien  he  captured  Camp  Vance  he  had  but  IDO  men. 
On  his  return  to  Tennessee  he  plundered  and  burned  my  residence  in 
Mitchell  County.  He  committed  no  other  depredations  in  my  district, 
though  he  committed  many,  I  understand,  east  of  the  B\ue  Itidge.  If 
the  citizens  of  Morganton  had  notified  me  of  Kirk's  presence  in  their 
vi(!inity  I  could  have  captured  his  entire  band.  My  forces  are  still 
after  him,  but  he  will  undoubtedly  esca])e.  I  fear  this  is  but  the  pre- 
lude to  something  more  serious.  My  force  is  entirely  inadequate  to  the 
defense  of  the  district.  It  is  250  miles  from  the  Virginia  to  the  Georgia 
State  line.  I  am  forced  to  keep  most  of  my  troops  i)osted  from  Yan- 
cey to  Cherokee  Counties,  in  order  to  guard  as  far  as  possible  against 
raids  into  the  country  opposite  the  enemy's  lines.  I  have  not  the  force 
to  resist  successfully  any  serious  demonstrations  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy.  The  department  may  rely,  however,  upon  my  doing  the  best 
I  can.  General  Holmes  has  not  only  not  given  me  any  additional  re- 
serves, but  has  ordered  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  the  small 
battalion  of  Junior  Reserves  recently  collected  and  organized  at  this 
l)lace.  Some  cavalry  should  be  sent  to  me  at  once,  if  practicable. 
Very  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  PALMER, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond. 

[First  indorReraont.] 

July  23,  18C4. 
Colonel  Melton,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Has  not  Colonel  Palmer  been  superseded  in  this  command  by  General 
Martin  *?    If  so,  1  suppose  no  action  is  necessary  on  this  paper. 

J.  B.  HOGE. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Respectfully  returned  to  Colonel  Melton. 

The  point  of  inquiry  is  whether  Colonel  Palmer  is  still  in  command. 
Has  General  Martin  superseded  him?  The  information  is  needed  Avith 
reference  to  some  action  on  pending  papers  here. 

J.  B.  HOGE. 
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[Third  indorsement.] 

AtTGITST   8,   1804. 

Major  HoGE : 

Colonel  Palmer  has  not  been  relieved,  ne  is  still  in  command,  bnt  is 
now  subordinate  to  General  Martin.  He  is  in  immediate  command  of 
the  troops,  while  General  Martin  commands  the  district.  The  latter  is 
responsible. 

MELTON. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Col.  Peter  Mallett,  commanding  North  Carolina  conscripts. 

CoNSCEiPT  Office, 
Raleigh,  N.  C,  July  1,  1864. 

General  :  The  late  capture  of  Camp  Vance  by  the  band  of  raiders 
under  the  renegade  Kirk  having  involved  the  capture  of  some  of  your 
command  (the  reserves),  I  deem  it  proper  to  forward  for  y^our  informa- 
tion the  inclosed  copy  of  letter  from  Captain  Allen,  reporting  the  affair. 
The  report  is  very  unsatisfactory  and  by  no  means  creditable  to  the 
officers  present,  who,  it  appears,  made  no  resistance  whatever.  The 
home  guard  turned  out  in  force,  and,  together  with  a  company  of  the 
Salisbury  prison  guard,  overtook  the  raiders  at  Piedmont  Springs,  nine- 
teen miles  from  Morganton,  as  reported  to  the  Governor  by  Mr.  Wilson, 
president  Western  railroad.  In  the  skirmish  or  fight  at  this  place 
Kirk's  arm  was  broken  and  Colonel  Avery,  of  our  party,  severely 
wounded.  It  appears  that  only  our  mounted  men  were  engaged,  the 
infantry  being  within  seven  miles,  advancing  rapidly.  It  is  supposed 
Colonel  Palmer  will  head  them  off,  their  line  of  retreat  being  through 
Watauga  and  Yancey  Counties.  Lieutenant  Hines,  with  165  mounted 
men  of  the  supporting  force,  reached  this  place  yesterday,  the  men 
having  been  ordered  here  for  assignment  to  the  field  in  accordance 
with  instructions  from  Bureau  of  Conscription. 

Under  existing  circumstances,  in  view  of  the  defenseless  condition  of 
Western  North  Carolina,  and  the  liability  to  similar  raids  by  tories  and 
marauders,  1  have  earnestly  urged  upon  the  superinteudent  by  telegraph 
the  ini])ortance  of  the  immediate  return  of  this  command  to  protect  and 
hold  the  country.  No  reply  has  been  received,  communication  with 
Eichmond  by  mail  and  telegraph  being  cut  off.  I  have  concluded  the 
emergency  will  not  justify  further  delay,  and  have  ordered  the  com- 
mand to  return  to  their  former  field  of  operations  until  further  orders. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

PETER  MALLETT, 
Colonel,  Commandant  of  Conscripts  for  North  Carolina. 

General  T.  II.  Holmes, 

Commanding  Reserves. 

[Inclosnre.] 

Camp  Vance,  N.  C,  June  29, 1864. 

Colonel:  On  my  arrival  here  this  morning  I  found  Camp  Vance  a 
heap  of  ruins,  and  after  strict  investigation  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report: 

Major  McLean  left  this  place  Monday  morning,  the  27th  instant, 
leaving  Lieutenant  i3ullock,  the  senior  officer  present,  in  (iharge  of  the 
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camp,  with  instructions  to  organize  and  arm  the  three  remaining  com- 
panies of  Junior  Eeserves  at  this  place.  Lieutenant  Bullock  i)roceedcd 
to  organize  them  that  day,  and  it  being  late  in  the  afternoon  when  the 
organizations  were  completed,  he  postponed  arming  them,  intending  to 
do  so  next  morning,  I  suppose,  apprehending  no  difficulty  on  account 
of  the  delay;  but  on  the  following  morning,  the  28th  instant,  ere  the 
sound  of  reveille  hushed  in  camp,  it  was  resumed  by  an  unknown  band, 
and  a  squad,  under  cover  of  a  flag  of  truce,  proceeding  to  headquarters 
demanded  an  unconditional  surrender  of  the  camp,  by  oi'der  of  Colonel 
[Captain]  Kirk,  commanding  a  detacliment  of  the  Third  Regiment  North 
Carolina  Mounted  Infantry  Volunteers,  the  same  notorious  tory  and 
traitor,  vagabond  and  scoundrel,  who  organized  those  four  companies  of 
thieves  and  tories  at  Burusville,  N.  C,  last  April.  Lieutenant  Bullock 
seeing  his  men  scattered  all  around  the  camp,  sent  out  Lieutenant  Hanks 
to  endeavor  to  make  terms  of  surrender,  which  Lieutenant  Hanks  re- 
ported that  he  succeeded  in  doing,  and  that  tne  terms  were  that  the 
men  and  officers  should  be  i)aroIe(l  immediately,  and  private  property 
respected.  The  officers  present  secured  their  goods  and  chattels,  and 
then  the  incendiary's  torch  was  stuck  to  every  building  except  the  hos- 
pital, which  the  surgeons  by  their  blarney  and  ingenious  jiersuasion 
saved  intact.  The  officers  and  men  were  all  taken  oft'  under  guard, 
except  the  surgeons,  who  were  paroled,  and  about  seventy  men,  whom 
they  managed  to  get  on  the  sick  list  and  crowd  in  the  hospital.  The 
surgeons  succeeded  in  saving  about  all  of  their  supplies,  all  the  cook- 
ing utensils  of  the  camp,  and  extinguished  the  flames  in  two  double 
cabins  of  officers'  quarters  and  one  row  of  privates'  cabins.  There 
were  2.50  bushels  of  corn  burned,  about  6,500  pounds  of  forage,  some 
100  bushels  of  rye,  and  50  of  oats;  also  some  250  guns  and  accouter- 
nxents,  a  goodly  number  of  which  were  in  bad  condition,  about  1,.500 
rounds  of  ammunition,  &c.  They  burned  all  the  office  books  and 
papers  and  all  papers  and  documents  in  the  quartermaster's  and  com- 
missary departments.  They  took  oft'  4  government  mules  and  4  private 
horses,  leaving  the  2  wagons  and  1  set  of  harness.  I  am  not  informed 
as  to  the  amount  of  commissary  stores  on  hand,  though  no  consider- 
able quantity. 

There  were  some  240  of  the  Junior  Eeserves  in  camp  here  on  tlie  morn- 
ing of  the  capitulation  besides  the  officers.  The  raiding  ]»arty  num- 
bered, so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  between  150  and  200  men, 
being  composed  of  a  very  few  soldiers,  some  25  Indians,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  deserters  and  tories  from  Tennessee  and  Western  North 
Carolina.  All  of  them  were  armed  magnificently,  the  most  of  them  with 
Spencer  repeating  rifles.  They  released  some  recusant  conscripts  and 
deserters  from  the  guard-house  here  and  armed  them  immediately. 
They  are  retreating  and  gathering  horses  and  negro  men,  whom  they  arm 
instantly.  The  home  guard  and  some  two  companies  from  the  garrison 
at  Salisbury  <ire  in  pursuit. 

I  will  let  you  hear  from  me  again  soon.  The  surgeons  had  sent  all 
the  men  who  were  in  the  hospital  home,  with  orders  to  report  to  their 
respective  county  eiirolliug  officers,  before  my  arrival.  I  will  have  what 
little  they  failed  to  destroy  well  stored. 

I  am,  colonel,  with  great  respect,  your  very  humble  servant, 

C.  N.  ALLEN, 
Captain  {retired) 

Col.  Peter  Mallett, 

Comdt.  Gonscrijits  for  North  Carolina,  Ealeigh,  If,  C. 
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JUNE  24-AUGUST  20,  1864.— Operations  in  the  District  of  Northern  Ala- 
bama. 

SUTVIMA.RY    OF    THE    PRINCII'.A.L    EVENTS. 

June       24,  1864.— Skirmisli  at  Curtis'  Wells. 

29,  1864.— Affair  at  Pond  Springs. 
July         25,  1864.— Affair  at  Courtland. 

28,  1864. — Affair  on  tlie  Danville  road,  near  Decatur. 
31,  1864.— Aftiiir  near  AVatkius'  Plantation. 
Aug.  6,  1864. — Affair  on  the  Sooierville  road,  near  Decatur. 

9,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Pond  Springs. 
17-20,  1864. — ^Expedition  from  Decatur  to  Moulton,  and  skirmish  (18th-19tli) 
near  Autioch  Church. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  Charles  C.  Doolittle,  Eighteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  of  operations  .June 

24-August  19. 
No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  William  F.  Prosser,  Second  Tennessee  Cavalry,  commanding 

hrigadc,  of  operations  August  17-20. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  diaries  G.  Doolittle,  Eighteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  of 
■    operations  June  24-August  19. 

Headquaetees  Post, 
Decatur,  Ala.,  August  19,  186^. 

SiE :  In  accordance  \vith  instructions  from  the  general  commanding 
district,  I  have  tlie  honor  herewith  to  submit  the  following  summary  of 
the  ox)erations  of  the  forces  at  this  post  from  the  24th  day  of  June,  1804, 
to  the  present  time: 

June  24,  200  men  of  the  Eighteenth  Michigan  Infantry  and  two  com- 
panies of  tlie  Ninth  Ohio  Cavalry,  under  Major  Hulburd,  attacked  rebel 
camp  at  Curtis'  Wells,  on  the  Moulton  road,  at  3.30  in  the  morning. 
Enemy's  loss,  3  killed,  C  wounded,  and  1  taken  prisoner;  our  loss,  1 
man  killed  and  4  wounded. 

June  29,  two  companies  of  the  Ninth  Ohio  Cavalry  and  about  800  in- 
fantry, under  Colonel  Grower,  of  the  Seventeenth  New  York  Veteran 
Volunteers,  attacked  and  partially  suqirised  the  camp  of  Colonel  Pat- 
terson at  Pond  Springs,  captured  1  lieutenant  and  9  men,  his  wagons, 
ambulances,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  officers'  baggage,  and  a  lot 
of  horses  and  mules;  killed  and  wounded  several  of  the  enemy;  no  loss 
on  our  side.    Infantry  mar(;hed  fifty  miles  in  thirty-six  hours. 

July  25,  a  force  under  Colonel  Grower,  consisting  of  800  infantry  and 
300  cavalry,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  engaged  and  routed  the  enemy 
under  Colonel  Patterson  at  Courtland.  Captured  1  lieutenant  and  5 
men.  Enemy  lost  4  killed  and  0  wounded,  and  sevei'al  horses  killed ; 
our  loss,  2  men  killed  and  4  wounded. 

July  28,  a  small  scouting  party  of  cavalry  surprised  a  detachment  of 
rebel  cavalry  on  the  Danville  road,  about  four  miles  from  our  lines, 
capturing  4  prisoners,  with  their  guns  and  horses,  and  wounding  2 ; 
our  loss,  1  man  slightly  wounded. 

July  31,  a  foraging  party  captured  on  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee 
Eivcr,  near  AVn^kins'  plantation,  nineteen  miles  from  Athens,  95  head 
of  cattle  and  18  head  of  sheep,  which  had  been  collected  by  the  enemy 
for  their  subsistence. 
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August  0,  a  scouting  piirty  of  fifty  mounted  men,  conimanded  by 
Lieutenant  Lebow,  of  the  Tliird  Tennessee  Cavah-y,  was  attacked  by  a 
party  of  rebels,  under  Captain  Patterson,  nine  miles  from  this  ]>ost,  on 
the  Somerville  road.  The  enemy  were  routed,  Captain  Patterson 
wounded,  1  lieutenant  mortally  wounded,  1  man  killed,  and  1  taken 
prisoner;  no  loss  on  our  side. 

August  8,  500  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Prosser,  command- 
ing First  Brigade,  Fourth  Division  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
moved  out  on  Moulton  road  to  Pond  Springs,  to  suri)rise  rebel  camp  at 
that  place.  Came  upon  the  retreating  column  of  the  enemy  at  day- 
light on  the  morning  of  the  9th;  attacked  them,  capturing  12  prisoners, 
including  1  captain,  3. lieutenants,  and  1  enrolling  officer;  also  250  head 
of  fine  beef-cattle,  225  sheep,  75  horses  and  mules,  and  150  contrabands; 
no  loss  on  our  sicle. 

The  whole  number  of  prisoners  of  war  received  and  forwarded  by  the 
provost-marshal  during  this  time  is  68,  of  which  9  were  commissioned 
officers  and  59  enlisted  men. 

Scouting  parties  have  been  kept  constantly  in  the  field,  scouring  the 
country  for  a  distance  of  twelve  to  fifteen  miles,  and  occasionally  cap- 
turijig  a  few  prisoners,  who  were  straggling  through  the  country. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CH.  C.  DOOLITTLE, 
'  Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Samuel  M.  Kneeland, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  District  of  Northern  Alabama. 

[ludorsement.] 

Headquaktees  District  op  Northern  Alabama, 

Decatur,  August  20, 1864. 
Eespectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding. 

In  addition  to  the  within  report  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Prosser,  Second  Tennessee  Cavalry,  in  command  of  a  force 
consisting  of  detachments  from  the  First  Brigade,  Fourth  Division  Cav- 
alry, Army  of  the  Cumberland,  has  justreturned  from  a  scout  to  Moulton. 
He  was  attacked  last  night  by  a  force  between  500  and  600  strong, 
under  Colonel  Patterson.  He  repulsed  the  enemy,  killing  15;  number 
of  wounded  unknown.  He  captured  1  captain  and  10  men,  represent- 
ing six  diflferent  regiments  and  battalions.  Our  loss  I  man  missing  and 
1  slightly  wounded.  Colonel  Prosser  brings  information  that  Roddey, 
who  has  been  absent  for  some  time  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State, 
returned  to  Moulton  the  lOtli  instant.  A  new  regiment,  between  300 
and  400  strong,  is  picketing  the  soutli  side  of  the  river  from  Whites- 
burg  to  some  distance  above  Guntersville. 

E.  S.  GRANGER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  F.  Prosser,  Second   Tennessee   Cavalry, 
commanding  brigade,  of  operations  August  17-20. 

Hdqks.  First  Brigade,  Fourth  Cavalry  Division, 

Decatur,  Ala.,  August  21,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  very  respectfully  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  an  expedition  to  Moulton  under  my  command,  consisting  of 
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detachments  from  the  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 
numbering  550  men,  which  returned  to  camp  at  12  m.  yesterday  : 

I  moved  out  from  Decatur  at  8  p.  m.  on  the  17th  instant  and  arrived 
at  McDonnel's  Mill,  on  the  Somerville  and  Moultou  road,  about  mid- 
night, expecting  to  find  the  command  of  Colonel  Patterson  and  some 
otlier  detachments  of  the  enemy  near  Oakville,  then  distant  about  four 
miles;  but  on  my  arrival  at  this  mill  I  learned  that  the  enemy  had 
moved  the  jireceding  day  to  Pond  S])rings,  near  Courtland.  I  sent 
Major  Pickens,  however,  with  a  detachment  of  the  Third  Tennessee 
Cavalry,  to  go  by  the  way  of  Oakville,  instructing  him  to  recounoiter 
the  country  and  report  to  me  the  next  day  at  Moulton  at  12  m.,  which 
he  did  promptly.  Moving  immediately  with  the  remainder  of  my  com- 
mand toward  Moulton,  about  nine  miles  distant,  I  arrived  there  just 
before  daylight,  surrounded  the  town,  and  disposed  of  my  force  so 
that  the  town  was  entered  at  all  sides  at  once;  but  nothing  wa-s  found 
there,  except  a  lieutenant  and  enrolling  officer,  who  was  killed  in  at- 
tempting to  escaijc.  Major  Stejihens,  of  the  Fourth  Tennessee,  was  sent 
out  on  the  llussellville  road  with  100  men,  and  engaged  the  enemy  as 
soon  as  our  picket- line  was  passed,  driving  him  about  four  miles  and 
a  half,  when  he  returned,  having  killed  and  wounded  on  his  way  out 
some  4  or  5  men  and  captured  1  prisoner.  Having  received  informa- 
tion that  General  Koddey,  with  his  command,  was  returning  from  Selma, 
Ala.,  that  part  of  it  had  already  arrived  in  the  vicinity,  and  that  Col- 
onels Patterson,  Biflio,  and  Nixon  were  concentrating  their  forces  near 
Courtland,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  mo  off  from  Decatur  or  captiuing 
my  command,  I  determined  to  retire  from  Moulton,  and  did  so  as  soon 
as  my  scouting  parties  were  returned. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  instant  a  portion  of  Colonel  Patter- 
son's command  followed  my  rear  from  Moulton  until  I  went  into  camp 
near  Antioch  Church,  and  afterward  annoyed  my  pickets  consider- 
ably. During  the  early  part  of  the  night  the  whole  of  the  command 
arrived,  making  constant  demonstrations  on  my  picket-line  until  about 
1  a.  m.  The  enemy  having  collected  his  forces  at  a  single  point,  made  a 
sudden  and  furious  attack  on  my  camp,  accomjianied  by  heavy  volleys 
of  musketry,  and  the  yells  incident  to  such  attacks.  Having  anticipated 
their  intention,  however,  I  was  prepared  to  receive  them,  and  their  at- 
tack was  speedily  repulsed  with  considerable  loss,  15  dead  and  mortally 
wounded  having  been  afterward  found  on  the  field,  and  not  less  than 
40  were  supposed  to  have  been  carried  off,  and  11  prisoners  captured,  in- 
cluding, 1  captain,  1  lieutenant,  9  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates, 
belonging  to  six  different  battalions  and  regiments.  Having  expected 
an  attack  during  the  night  or  very  early  in  the  morning  I  had  so  located 
my  camp  that  all  the  firing  of  the  enemy  passed  over  my  men  and  horses, 
doing  but  little  damage,  having  during  the  engagement  but  1  man 
wounded  and  a  few  horses  killed.  The  attacking  force  of  the  enemy 
consisted,  as  nearly  as  could  be  ascertained,  of  500  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Patterson.  He  retired  immediately  after  his  repulse, 
and  reconnaissances  at  daylight  led  me  to  believe  that  he  had  returned 
to  Pond  Springs  or  Hillsborough.  In  the  morning  I  moved  to  the  forks 
of  the  Moulton,  Decatur,  and  Hillsborough  roads,  seven  miles  from 
Decatur,  intending  to  go  from  thence  to  Hillsborough,  but  as  I  was 
unable  to  find  any  forage  in  the  neighborhood,  and  as  my  men  and 
horses  were  very  much  exhausted,  1  determined  to  return  "to  camp  at 
this  place. 
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Altliougli  during  the  entire  route  I  was  frequently  fired  upon,  by  day 
and  niglit,  by  tlie  enemy  from  places  of  concealment,  the  nature  of  the 
country  being  exceediiigly  favorable  for  such  operations,  my  loss  was 
but  1  man  seriously  wounded  and  1  man  missing. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  PROSSBR, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Gomdg.  First  Brigade,  Fourth  Cavalry  Division. 
Lieut.  Charles  T.  Hewitt, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Post  Decatur,  Ala. 


JUNE  27,  1864 Skirmish  in  Big  Cove  Valley,  Ala. 

Report  of  Capt.  Robert  8.  Richart,  Twelfth  Indiana  Cavalry. 

HuNTSViLLE,  Ala.,  June  30,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  that  on  the  2Ctli  instant  I  received 
such  information  as  induced  me  to  believe  that  Johnson's  band  of  guer- 
rillas was  in  the  Big  Cove  Valley,  six  miles  northeast  of  this  post.  At 
5  p.  m.  I  left  this  post  with  forty-one  men,  and,  after  crossing  the  moun- 
tain by  what  is  known  as  Franklin's  Path,  I  moved  cautiously  up  the 
cove  till  10  o'clock,  when  I  went  into  camp.  At  daybreak  we  were 
again  on  the  move,  and,  after  marching  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile, 
halted  at  the  creek  to  water  the  horses.  As  I  started  out  with  the  van- 
guard we  suddenly  came  upon  the  enemy  under  the  command  of  the 
parson  himself,  to  the  number  of  fifteen,  feeding  their  horses.  I  imme- 
dicTjtely  attacked  them,  and,  although  they  occupied  a  very  strong  posi- 
tion on  ground  that  was  very  unfavorable  for  cavalry  to  operate  upon, 
yet  at  the  expiration  of  fifteen  minutes'  sharp  fighting  we  drove  them 
in  confusion,  capturing  5  horses  and  equipments  and  wounding  3  or  4 
of  the  band.  We  chased  them  into  the  hills  near  Bleviugston  Gap, 
a  distance  of  two  miles  from  the  scene  of  the  fight.  After  eating  the 
breakfast  prepared  for  the  band  and  feeding  the  horses,  I  moved  down 
the  valley  with  the  captured  property,  safely  arriving  at  camp^at  3.30 
p.  m.  of  the  27th  instant. 

My  loss  in  the  skirmish  was,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  1  man.  Private  John 
Tvviford,  who  was  mortally  wounded  at  the  third  volley  fired  by  the 
enemy;  also  1  horse  killed  and  10  wounded,  several  seriously. 

The  men  behaved  well,  with  one  or  two  exceptions;  much  better, 
indeed,  than  could  be  expected  of  raw  troops  the  first  time  under  fire. 

llespectfully  submitted. 

ROBT.  S.  RICHART, 
Captain,  Commanding  Detachment. 

Col.  E.  Anderson, 

Comdg.  Twelfth  Indiana  Cavalry,  Huntsville,  Ala. 


JUNE  27, 1864.— Affair  at  Crittenden,  Ky. 

Report  of  Col.  Ephraim  Ball,  One  hundred  and  sixty-second  Ohio  In- 
fantry. 

Covington,  June  27, 1864. 
General:  The  towu  of  Crittenden  has  been  attacked  by  twenty 
rebels,  who  are  said  to  be  gathering  a  force  to  capture  a  wagon  train, 
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which  is  now  on  the  pike,  a  short  distance  this  side  of  that  place.    I 
am  called  upon  for  150  mounted  men.     Have  none.    Got  infantry. 
What  shall  I  do  in  the  case? 
Eespectfally, 

E.  BALL, 
Colonel  162d  Ohio  National  Guard,  Comdg.  Post. 
General  Btjkbridgb. 


JULT  2,  1864. — Skirmish  on  the  Byhalia  (Uiss.)  Boad,  south  of  Collierville, 

Tenn. 

Report  of  Col.  David  B.  Henderson,  Forty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry,  com- 
manding Post  of  Gollierville. 

Collierville,  July  3, 1864. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  3  this  a.  m..I  sent  out 
a  detachment  of  twenty  men  from  the  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry  south- 
ward on  the  Byhalia  road,  at  a  point  at  about  ten  miles  south  of  my 
camp.  They  were  attacked  by  a  force  of  rebel  cavalry,  vaiiously  esti- 
mated at  from  100  to  300  men,  who  drove  in  our  cavalry  to  within  one 
mile  and  a  half  of  my  camp.  As  soon  as  I  was  informed  of  the  enemy's 
approach  I  moved  out  with  250  of  my  regiment  to  a  bridge  one  mile  and  a 
half  from  camp,  where  I  halted  and  sent  out  a  small  detachment  of  the 
Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Oapt.  John  M.  Moore, 
with  the  design  to  draw  them  into  aii  ambush.  Upon  the  advance  of 
the  cavalry  the  enemy  retreated  in  haste  in  the  direction  of  Byhalia. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  with  200  good  cavalry  the  enemy  could  be  bagged. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  HENDERSON, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
Major-General  Washburn. 


JULY  2-10,  1864.— Expedition  from  Vicksburg  to  Pearl  River,  with  skir- 
mishes en  route,  and  engagement  (7th)  near  Jackson,  Miss. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Htjiiry  W.  Slocuni,  U.  S.  Army,  cummaudiug  District  of  Vicltsburg. 
No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  John  J.  Jones,  Forty-sixtli  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  3. — Lieut.  Gen.  Stephen  D.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commauding  Department  of  Ala- 
bama, Mississippi,  and  East  Louisiana. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Oen.  Henry  W.  Slocum,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District 

of  Vicksburg. 

Headquarters  District  of  Vicksburg, 

Vicksburg,  Miss.,  July  10, 1864. 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  of  reporting  that  on  the  2d  of  July 
I  left  here  with  2,200  infantry,  COO  cavalry,  and  six  pieces  of  artillery, 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  bridge  over  Pearl  Biver,    We  had 
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slight  skirmishiug  on  onr  advance,  but  readied  Jackson  with  the  loss 
of  but  2  officers  and  8  men.  I  destroyed  the  bridge,  which  I  think  was 
designed  merely  for  temporary  use,  jjrobably  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
ferring the  roUhig-stock  from  the  Mississippi  Central  Railroad  to  their 
eastern  roads.  While  I  was  in  Jackson  the  enemy  took  position  on  tlie 
road  leading  to  Clinton,  about  three  miles  from  Jackson.  I  attacked 
them  at  4  a.  m.  on  the  7th  instant,  and  after  an  engagement  of  two 
hours'  duration  forced  him  back,  and  moved  on  toward  Clinton.  I 
could  not  follow  them,  having  only  sufficient  supplies  to  last  my  com- 
mand till  it  could  reach  Big  Black  River. 

My  losses  are  about  230  in  killed  and  wounded  and  20  missing.  No 
property  of  any  kind  was  lost  or  abandoned. 

The  forces  of  the  enemy  consisted  of  the  brigade  under  Gholson,  a 
force  from  Louisiana  under  Colonel  Scott,  and  a  few  men  under  General 
Wirt  Adamss  I  was  informed  that  a  regiment  under  Colonel  (or  General) 
Richardson  was  also  i)resent  and  t^ok  part  in  the  engagement. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  command,  without  exception,  behaved  in 
a  manner  entitling  them  to  the  highest  praise. 

I  shall  leave  here  to-morrow,  with  a  force  very  nearly  the  same,  and 
attempt  to  reach  Canton,  hoping  thereby  to  prevent  their  detachments 
from  being  sent  to  Forrest. 

I  will  send  a  report  more  in  detail  at  a  very  early  day. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 
Major-  General,  Commanding . 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  T.  Clark, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Tennessee. 

(Same  to  Maj.  R.  M.  Sawyer,  assistant  adjutant-general,  Military 
Division  of  the  Mississippi.) 

ADDENDA. 

Report  of  the  casaaliiea  of  the  First  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  on  the  recent 

Jackson  expedition. 


Command. 

KilloU. 

Wounded. 

Miasing. 

Captured. 

Sunfitroke. 

2 

% 

o 

i 

IB 
O 

i 

o 

u 

O 

g 

2 

d 

a 

Total. 

Second  liritin^de.  First  Division  : 

3 

5 

•21 
13 
4 

3 

26 

1 

4 

Sec(tndlirigade,  Fourth  Division; 
Staff 

1 

1 

1 

1 

'1 
U 

1 

3.5 
64 

4 

3 
21 

1 

45 

99 

Caviilry: 

6 

lltb    Illinoi.s  Cavalry 2 

2 

1 
1 

G 
6 



7 

'Id       IT   S   rulornf]  T'lvu'lrv'          1 

8 

1 

Total 

3  I       30 

:i 

153 

29  1 

' 

1 

220 

July  9,  1864. 


ELIAS  S.  DENNIS, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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No.  2. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Col,  John  J.  Jones,  Forty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqks.  Fokty-Sixth  Illinois  Vet.  Vol.  Infantey, 

Viclcsburg,  Miss.,  July  11,  1864. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my 
command  in  the  recent  engagements  near  Jackson,  Miss. : 

At  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  July  1,  [2]  1864,  under  orders  from 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  S.  Dennis,  the  Forty-sixth  Iteginient  Illinois  Veteran 
Volunteer  Infantry  took  u])  line  of  march  toward  Jackson,  Miss. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  the  enemy  contested  our  advance  and 
finally  made  a  stand  some  three  miles  and  a  half  this  side  of  Jackson, 
using  three  pieces  of  artillery.  The  Forty-sixth  Eegiment  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers was  here  ordered  to  the  front,  and  moved  rapidly  forward,  in  ad- 
vance of  every  other  regiment,  across  an  open  field,  and  to  the  left  of 
Bolton's  battery,  in  line  of  battle.  Here  we  were  subjected  to  a  severe 
shelling,  but  the  regiment  moved  forward  with  a  firm  tread,  showing  no 
inclination  to  swerve  or  falter.  When  the  timber  was  reached,  beyond 
which  the  enemy  was  posted,  a  halt  of  some  minutes  was  made,  when  we 
again  moved  forward  by  order  of  Colonel  Dorublaser,  commanding  bri- 
gade, crossed  a  belt  of  timber,  thick  with  underbrush,  and  traversed 
with  a  creek,  with  steep  banks  and  very  difficult  of  passage,  yet  when 
the  open  field  was  reached  beyond  the  Une  was  quickly  closed  up,  and 
again  the  regiment  presented  an  unbroken  front.  Here  another  halt 
was  made,  when  Bolton's  battery  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Dorublaser 
to  cut  a  road  through  the  timber  we  had  just  passed.  In  a  few  minutes 
the  battery  was  successfully  brought  to  our  front  and  took  position  on 
an  eminence  and  opened  a  vigorous  fire  of  shell  upon  the  enemy,  who 
had  taken  position  on  an  eminence  beyond  near  the  Canton  road. 
After  some  twenty  minutes  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  were 
giving  back.  The  regiment  was  now  again  ordered  forward,  followed 
by  Bolton's  battery.  The  line  was  well  xjreserved  over  the  most  diffi- 
cult gTOund  for  about  half  a  mile,  when  the  point  was  reached  just 
occupied  by  the  enemy.  This  regiment  was  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  ad- 
vance of  any  other,  and  the  only  one  opposed  to  the  enemy's  front.  A 
halt  was  called  and  a  few  minutes  developed  the  fact  that  the  enemy 
had  retreated  on  the  Canton  rosid.  Wlien  the  balance  of  the  command 
came  up  we  marched  into  Jackson  and  went  into  camp. 

The  regiment,  with  the  balance  of  the  command,  marched  from  Jack- 
son at  4  i>.  m.  on  the  6th  instant,  the  Forty-sixth  Illinois  the  advance 
infantry  regiment,  arriving  near  the  Canton  road  at  about  5  p.  m.  The 
word  Avas  brought  back  that  the  enemy  had  made  a  vigorous  attack  on 
our  advance  cavalry  and  were  pushing  us  steadily  back.  The  Forty-sixth 
Regiment  was  now  ordered  forward  at  a  quick  step.  Already  the 
booming  of  rebel  cannon  chimed  in  with  the  rattle  and  roar  of  small- 
arms.  Throwing  forward  Companies  A  and  B  as  skirmishers,  the  regi- 
ment rapidly  advanced,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shell,  shot,  and  musketry, 
to  the  enemy's  left  and  front.  After  advancing  near  half  a  mile  a  halt 
was  made.  Here  we  lay  till  night-fall,  our  skirmishers  vigorously  en- 
gaged. Capt.  Joseph  Clingman,  of  Company  A,  was  here  severely 
wounded  while  nobly  discharging  his  duty,  commanding  his  company 
on  the  skirmish  line,  and  was  succeeded  by  Capt.  Tliomas  Wakefield, 
who  up  to  this  time  had  acted  as  major.  As  darkness  drew  on  (leaving 
a  heavy  picket-line)  we  \Aere  drawn  back  a  short  distance  and  lay  on 
our  arms. 

At  4  o'clock  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  regiment  was  ordered  forward. 
We  advanced  but  a  short  distance  before  the  regiment  was  warmly 
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engaged.  Bolton's  battery  on  our  rear  and  left  fired  vigoroiisly, 
passing  their  sliells  over  us,  while  the  enemy  answered  shot  for  shot. 
For  about  three  hours  the  regiment  remained  under  this  galling  fire, 
showing  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  officers  or  men  to  swerve  a  hair, 
while  numbers  of  the  men  on  the  skirmish  line  and  in  the  line  of  battle 
where  killed  and  wounded.  At  about  this  time  we  were  ordered  by 
Colonel  Dorublaser  to  fall  back  toward  the  main  column,  as  we 
(greatly  outnumbered  by  the  enemy)  were  only  fighting  to  preserve  the 
train.  The  train  now  having  passed  the  most  critical  point,  we  must 
cover  the  rear.  The  regiment  fell  back,  under  a  -vvithering  fire,  steadily 
and  without  j)anic  (while  our  ranks  were  torn  with  shells)  till  the  belt 
of  timber  was  passed,  spoken  of  in  the  advance  of  the  5th,  Upon  the 
opposite,  or  Clinton  side,  of  this  the  regiment  was  again  formed  and 
marched  steadily  back,  moving  by  the  right  flank  till  the  open  field 
was  passed  and  the  timber  beyond  gained.  Here  we  were  again  sub- 
jected to  severe  shelling,  some  shots  telling  fearfully  in  our  ranks. 
The  enemy  now  pushed  us  closely,  seemingly  determined  upon  the  pos- 
session of  our  train.  The  regiment  was  again  formed  in  line  of  battle, 
marching  in  retreat.  After  so  moving  for  ab(mt  one  mile  the  enemy 
made  a  charge  on  the  rear.  The  Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry  and  one 
section  of  Bolton's  battery  were  at  this  time  in  the  rear,  this  regiment 
some  300  yards  in  advance.  The  charge  was  a  desperate  one,  and  made 
with  a  boldness  and  determination  worthy  of  men  engaged  in  the  pros- 
ecution of  a  better  cause.  The  regiment  imiaediately  about-faced  and 
marched  to  the  support  of  the  Eleventh  Illinois,  arriving  in  time  to 
assist  in  inflicting  upon  the  enemy  the  severest  punishment  of  the  day. 
By  the  help  of  Bolton's  battery  and  the  Eleventh  Illinois  we  were  en- 
abled to  hurl  from  their  saddles  scores  of  rebels,  and  scatter  in  dismay 
the  whole  force  who  had  attacked  us  with  such  intreiiidity  and  assurance. 
Satisfied  with  this  signal  defeat,  no  other  attack  of  consequence  was 
made  upon  us.  The  regiment  now,  having  relieved  the  Eleventh  Illi- 
nois as  rear  guard,  moved  steadily  back  in  line  of  battle,  Company  F 
dei)loyed  as  skirmishers,  till  Clinton  was  reached,  when  a  rest  was 
called  of  something  like  an  hour,  when  it  again  moved  forward  as  rear 
guaid,  Company  E  bringing  up  the  rear  as  skirmishers. 

Never  did-men  undergo  greater  fatigue  or  remain  firmer  under  the 
most  withering  fire  than  the  men  of  my  command,  and  I  wish  here  to 
state  that  though  the  regiment  contains  a  great  many  recruits,  I  was 
unable  to  perceive  the  slightest  difference  in  point  of  bravery  and  en- 
durance between  the  veterans  and  recruits.  I  know  of  no  instance 
among  officers  or  men  of  anything  like  the  shirking-  of  duty. 

Where  all  did  so  well  it  would  perhaps  be  unjust  in  me  to  name  any 
person  in  particular  as  especially  deserving  of  praise,  yet  I  cannot  close 
this  report  without  special  mention  of  Asst.  Surgs.  Benjamin  11.  Brad- 
shaw  and  J.  N.  De  Witt,  who,  ever  up  with  the  line  of  battle,  dis- 
charged their  every  duty.  I  would  also  state  that  every  line  officer 
fearlessly  discharged  his  full  duty. 

Herewith  is  a  report  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of  my  com- 
mand.* 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  J.  JONES, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Commanding  Forty-sixth  Illinois  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  H.  H.  Woodbury, 

Actf/.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2(1  Brig.,  4th  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps. 

'Embodied  in  divisiou  tal>l(s,  p.  243. 
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No.  3. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Stephen  I).  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Hast  Louisiana. 

Meridian,  July  7, 1864. 
Enemy  evacuated  Jackson  yesterday  eveiiint>-.  Brigadier-General 
Adams  fought  tbem  yesterday  evening  and  this  morning,  punishing 
tbem  severely;  they  are  now  in  retreat  to  Vicksburg.  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Gbolson  severely,  though  not  dangerously,  wounded.  Enemy  did 
no  damage  in  Jackson  to  railroad  or  telegraph.  Enemy  advancing  in 
force  from  La  Grange  and  Saulsbury  toward  Kipley ;  am  prepared  to 
meet  him;  but  small  force  at  Avorks  in  Alabama.  Have  sent  several 
dispatches  to  General  Smith  asking  co-operation.    No  rejily. 

S.  U.  LEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 
General  Braxton  Bragg. 


JULY  4-24,  1864.— Expedition  from  Mempliis,  Tenn.,  to  Grand  Gulf,  Miss., 
including  skirmishes  near  Bolivar  (6th).  at  Utica  (13th),  Port  Gibson  (14th), 
and  Grand  Gnlf  (16th). 

Report  of  Col.  Joseph  Kargd,  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  commanding 
Detachment  First  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 

Hdqes.  Detach.  1st  Brig.,  Cav.  Div.,  ICth  Army  Corps, 

Steamer  Diana,  July  24,  1864. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  detachment,  under  niy  command,  of  the  Eirst  Brigade, 
Gavalry  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Ccn'ps: 

July  4,  18G4,  left  camp  at  White's  Station  and  marched  to  Memphis, 
and  there  embarked  on  the  steamers  J.  D.  Perry,  J.  0.  Snow,  Silver 
Wave,  Madison,  Sunny  South,  Itose  Hambleton,  Tycoon,  and  Sbenango. 
July  5,  got  under  way  at  11  a.  m.  and  ])roceeded  doMii  the  river  to 
Helena,  reaching  there  at  dark.  Engaged  all  night  in  taking  on  wood. 
July  0,  left  Helena  at  daybreak;  reached  the  mouth  of  White  River 
at  4  p.  m.;  took  in  Avood;  resumed  the  trip  at  7  p.  m.  At  11  p.  m.  sev- 
eral boats  of  the  fleet  were  flred  into  by  the  enemy  from  the  Mississippi 
shore  near  Bolivar.  The  fire  was  ])romptly  returned  and  the  enemy 
disiiersed.  Our  man  (Nineteenth  Pennsylvania)  slightly  wonnded. 
Jidy  7,  made  no  stopjiages;  reached  Vicksburg  at  5.30  ]).  m.  Imme- 
diately disembarked,  and  marched  out  the  Jackson  road  to  Clear  Creek, 
eight  miles.  July  8,  broke  camp  at  Clear  Creek  at  0  a.  ni.  and  marched 
to  Big  Black.  While  resting  there  Major-Cxeneral  Slocum  returned  from 
his  Jackson  ex]iedition.  Upon  being  made  acquainted  Avitli  the  object 
of  our  expedition  he  considered  it  impracticiable  and  ordered  us  to  return 
to  Vicksburg.  Marched  to  the  Four-Mile  Bridge,  on  the  Vicksburg, 
Jackson,  and  Brandon  Railroad,  and  encamped.  Distance  marched, 
twenty-four  miles.  July  9,  encamped  at  Eour-Mile  Bridge;  received 
orders  from  General  Slocum  that  p.  m.  to  report  with  my  command  at 
Big  Black  on  the  following  day.  July  10,  broke  camp  at  4  a.  m.  and 
marched  to  Big  Black  and  reported  to  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  com- 
manding cavalry  forces.  Distance  marched,  fourteen  miles.  July  11, 
broke  camp  at  4  a.  m.  and  marched,  via  Edwards  Station,  to  Auburn. 
Distance,  tAventy  four  mile^.  July  12,  broke  (iamp  at  4  a.  m.  and 
marched  to  Utica.  Light  skirmishing  all  day.  Distance,  twelve  miles. 
July  13,  broke  camp  at  12  in.  and  marched  three  miles  southwest  of 
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Rocky  Springs.    Skirmialiiug  all  day.    Distance,  twenty  miles.    July 

14,  broke  camp  at  5  a.  m.  and  marched  to  Port  Grib.son;  encamped 
one  mile  south  of  the  town.    Distance  marched,  sixteen  miles.    July 

15,  broke  camp  at  noon  and  marched  to  Grand  Gulf.  Eleven  miles. 
July  16,  encamped  at  Grand  Gulf.  July  17,  embarked  at  noon  on 
board  the  steamers  of  the  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade;  disembarked 
twenty  miles  south  of  Vicksbiu-g  at  6  p.  m.  and  marched  to  within  three 
miles  of  the  town.  Distance,  seventeen  miles.  July  18,  broke  camp 
at  0  a.  m.  and  marched  to  Four-Mile  Bridge.  July  19,  encamped  at 
Four-Mile  Bridge.  July  20,  marched  into  Vicksburg  and  embarked 
on  steamers  of  the  marine  fleet  at  4  p.  m.  July  21,  22,  23,  on  board 
transports.    July  24,  arrived  at  Memphis  at  6  a.  m. 

Incidental :  Near  Utica,  July  13,  Major  Shorey,  of  the  First  Missis- 
sippi Cavalry,  was  attacked  by  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  and  his 
party  driven  back  to  camp.  The  major  was  left  dead  on  the  field.*  Near 
Port  Gibson,  July  14,  a  foraging  party  of  the  Second  New  Jersey  Cav- 
alry was  surprised  and  26  men  captured.  Same  day,  this  command, 
being  in  the  rear,  was  attacked  after  the  infantry  and  the  rest  of 
the  cavalry  had  taken  up  the  march.  After  a  sharp  fight  of  an  hour's 
duration  the  enemy  were  driven  off.  They  hung  on  our  rear,  however, 
during  the  march,  but  were  repulsed  in  each  attack.  July  16^  at  Grand 
Gulf,  the  enemy  attacked  at  daybreak,  but  were  badly  whipped  and 
driven  demoralized  from  the  field,  leaving  their  dead  in  our  hands. 

Our  losses  are  as  follows :  Killed,  1  commissioned  officer  and  3  en- 
listed men;  wounded,  4  enlisted  men;  missing,  1  commissioned  officer 
and  26  enlisted  men. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

JOSEPH  KAEGfi, 
Col.  2d  New  Jersey  Cav.,  Comdg.  Detach.  1st  Brig.,  &c. 

Maj.  W.  H.  MoEGAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  West  Tennessee. 


JULY  5-21,  1864. — Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Hiss. 

SUnVtMA-RTr  OF   THE   PRINCIPA.il.   EVKNTS. 

July  5, 1864. — Smith's  command  moves  from  La  Grange,  Tenn. 

7, 1864. — Skirmish  near  Eipley,  Miss. 
8, 1864.— Skirmish  near  Kelly's  Mill,  Miss. 
10, 1864. — Skirmishes  at  Cherry  Creek  and  Plentytndo,  Miss. 
11-12, 1864. — Skirmishes  at  and  near  Pontotoc,  Miss. 

13, 1864. — Action  near  Camargo  Cross-Eoads,  Miss. 
14-15, 1864. — Engagement  at  Harrisburg,  near  Tupelo,  Miss. 
15, 1864.— Action  at  Old  Town  Creek,  Miss. 
16, 1864. — Skirmish  at  Ellistown,  Miss. 

REPORTS,    ETO.t 

No.    1.— Maj.  Gen.  Cadwallador  C.  Washburn,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of 

West  Tennessee. 
No.   2.— Maj.  Gen.  Andrew  J.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Eight  Wing,  Sixteenth 

Army  Corps. 

*A  mistake.     He  was  mustered  out  of  service  June  26,  1865. 

tFor  Grant's  and  Sherman's  references  to  these  operations,  see  Vol.  XXXVIII, 
Part  I,  pp.  24, 83. 
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No.    3. — Eeturn  of  casualties  in  the  Union  forces. 

No.    4. — Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division. 

No.    5.— Col.  William  L.  McMillen,  Ninety-flfth  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  First 

Brigade.  • 
No.    6. — Capt.  Benjamin  C.  Berry,  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois  Infantry. 
No.    7. — Capt.  Charles  A.  Hubbard,  Ninety-third  Indiana  Infantry. 
No.    8. — Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  P.  Jennison,  Tenth  Minnesota  Infantry. 
No.    9. — Col.  John  D.  McClure,  Forty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  Second 

Brigade. 
No.  10. — Lieut.  Col.  Josiah  P.  Marsh,  Ninth  Minnesota  Infantry. 
No.  11.— Col,  Joseph  J.  Woods,  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 
No.  12.— Lieut.  Col.  Jolin  H.  Stibbs,  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry. 
No.  13.— Col.  Sylvester  G.  Hill,  Thirty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry. 
No.  14. — Col.  William  R.  Marshall,  Seventh  Minnesota  Infantry. 
No.  15. — Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Heath,  Thirty-third  Missouri  Infantry. 
No.  16. —  Col.  Lyman  M.  Ward,  Fourteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  commanding  Fourth 

Brigade. 
No.  17. — Lieut.  Orrin  W.  Cram,  commanding  detachment  Battery  E,  First  Illinois 

Light  Artillery. 
No.  18. — Col.  David    Moore,    Twenty-first   Missouri   Infantry,  commanding    Third 

Division. 
No.  19.— Col.  Charles  D.  Murray,  Eighty-ninth  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding  First 

Brigade. 
No.  20. — Col.  Thomas  J.  Kinney,  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  Illinois  Infantry. 
No.  21. — Lieut.  Col.  Edwin  Moore,  Twenty-first  Missouri  Infantry. 
No.  22. — Col.  James  I.  Gilbert,  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry,  commanding  Second 

Brigade. 
No.  23. — Surg.   John  E.  Sanborn,  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry,  Senior  Surgeon 

Second  Brigade. 
No.  24. — Capt.  William  J.  Campbell,  Fourteenth  Iowa  Infantry. 
No.  25. — Capt.  Amos  M.  Haslip,  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry. 
No.  26.— Maj.  Jonathan  Hutchison,  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry. 
No.  27. — Maj.  Robert  W.  Fyan,  Twenty-fourth  Missouri  Infantry. 
No.  28. — Lieut.  Richard  Burns,  Third  Indiana  Battery. 
No.  29. — Col.  Edward  H.  Wolfe,  Fifty-second  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding  Third 

Brigade,  including  attack  on  train  near  La  Fayette,  Tenn.,  Jnno  23. 
No.  30. — Col.  Eisdon  M.  Moore,  One  hiindred  and  seventeenth  Illinois  Infantry. 
No.  31.^Lieut.  Col.  Zalraon  S.  Main,  Fifty-second  Indiana  Infantry. 
No.  32. — Capt.  George  F.  Young,  One  hundred  and  seventy-eightli  New  York  In- 
fantry. 
No.  33. — Lieut.  John  W.  Lowell,  Battery  G,  Second  Illinois  Light  Artillery. 
No.  34. — Col.  Edward  Bouton,  Fifty-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  commanding  First 

Brigade,  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 
No.  35. — Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  H.  Grierson,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Divis- 
ion. 
No.  36. — Col.  Edward  F.  Winslow,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  commanding  Second  Bri- 
gade. 
No.  37.— Col.  John  W.  Noble,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry. 
No.  38. — Lieut.  Col.  John  H.  Peters,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry. 
No.  39. — Maj.  Martin  H.  Williams,  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 
No.  40. — Col.  Datus  E.  Coon,  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 
No.  41. — Lieut.  Col.  Henry  B.  Burgh,  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry. 
No.  42. — Maj.  Charles  C.  Ilorton,  Second  Iowa  Cavalry. 
No.  43. — Col.  Thomas  P.  Horrick,  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry  (unattached). 
No.  44. — Lieut.  Gen.  Stephen  D.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  Ala^ 
bama,  Mississippi,  and  East  Louisiana. 
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No.  45.— Maj.  Gen.  Nathan  B.  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  46. — Brig.  Gen.  James  li.  Chalmers,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division,  For- 
rest's Cavalry. 

No.  47. — Brig.  Gen.  Abraham  Buforcl,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division. 

No.  48. — Col.  Edward  Crossland,  Seventh  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry,  commanding 
Third  Brigade. 

No.  49. — Col.  Gustavus  A.  C.  Holt,  Third  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry. 

No.  50. — Capt.  S.  Paine  Ridgway,  Third  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry. 

No.  51. — Capt.  Joel  T.  Cochran,  Seventh  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry. 

No.  52. — Lieut.  Col.  A.  K.  Shacklett,  Eighth  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry. 

No.  53. — Maj.  Thomas  S.  Tate,  jr.,  Twelfth  Kentucky  Cavalry. 

No.  54.— Capt.  H.  A.  Tyler,  Twelfth  Kentucky  Cavalry. 

No.  55. — Col.  Tyree  H.  Bell,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth  Brigade. 

No.  56. — Col.  Hinchie  P.  Mabry,  Third  Texas  Cavalry,  commanding  brigade. 

No.  57. — Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  T.  Barnett,  Third  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry,  com- 
manding dismounted  men. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Cadwallader  C.  Washhurn,  JJ.  S.  Army,  command- 
ing District  of  West  Tennessee. 

Headquartees  Disteiot  of  West  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  7,  1864. 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  official  report  of  Maj.  Gen. 
A.  J.  Smith,  in  regard  to  his  late  expedition  into  Mississippi  in  pursuit 
ol'  the  command  of  Major-General  Forrest.  I  also  inclose  the  reports  of 
the  subordinate  commanders,  Generals  Mower  and  Grierson  and  Colonels 
Bouton  and  Moore.  The  result  of  this  expedition  has  been  most  satis- 
factory, and  has  thoroughly  retrieved  the  disaster  to  Brigadier-General 
Sturgis.  Information  gathered  from  various  sources,  since  the  battles 
near  Tupelo,  confirms  the  report  of  Major-General  Smith  in  regard  to  the 
losses  of  the  enemy.  His  power  has  been  very  greatly  imj)aired  by 
these  battles.  In  addition  to  the  great  number  of  killed  and  wounded, 
the  country  has  been  filled  with  deserters  and  stragglers  from  the  enemy 
endeavoring  to  get  home.  The  fact  that  rations  gave  out  so  soon,  thus 
compelling  the  troops  to  fall  back,  was  unfortunate,  as  otherwise  the 
enemy  would  no  doubt  have  suffered  much  more.  I  ordered  that  a  sup- 
ply of  rations  for  a  camjiaign  of  twenty  days  should  be  taken.  They 
gave  out  in  ten  days.  General  Smith  explains  why  his  supply  of  bread 
gave  out  so  suddenly.  My  orders  to  Major-General  Smith  were  to  bring 
P\jrrest  to  bay  and  whip  him  if  possible,  and  at  all  events  to  hold  him 
wliere  he  was  and  prevent  him  from  moving  ujjon  the  communications 
oi"  Major-General  Sherman.  The  object  was  handsomely  accomplished. 
All  accounts  represent  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men  as  being  s])len- 
did,  and  to  Major-General  Smith,  commanding  the  expedition,  and  his  di- 
vision commanders.  Generals  Mower  and  Grierson  and  Colonels  Bouton 
and  Moore,  and,  indeed,  to  all  officers  and  men  who  took  part  in  the  expe- 
dition, are  the  thanks  of  the  country  due.  1  refer  to  the  sub-reports  for 
the  part  taken  by  the  different  commands. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  WASHBURN, 

Major-Oeneral. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  T.  Claek, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Maj.,  Gen.  Andrew  J.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Bight 
Wing,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 

Headqtjaetbes  Right  Wing,  Sixteenth  Abmy  Cokps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  5, 1864. 

Majok:  I  have,  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  late 
expedition  into  Mississippi  under  my  command: 

1  left  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  on  the  5th  day  of  July,  1864,  with  the  fol- 
lowing troops:  First  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  Brig.  Gen.  J. 
A.  Mower  commanding;  Third  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  Col. 
D.  Moore,  Twenty-first  Missouri,  commanding;  Cavalry  Division,  Six- 
teenth Army  Corps,  Brig.  Gen.  B.  H.  Grierson  commanding;  First 
Brigi\de,  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  E.  Bouton  commanding;  the 
aggregate  of  which  was  about  14,000  men.  They  moved  upon  two 
parallel  roads,  viz,  the  infantry,  artillery,  and  train  taking  the  Davis' 
Mills  road  to  Itipley,  and  the  cavalry  moving  by  the  way  of  Grand  Junc- 
tion and  Saulsbury,  and  from  thence  south  toward  Eipley.  I  accom 
panied  the  infantry  column,  giving  directions  to  the  cavalry  to  regu- 
late its  distance  by  that,  and  to  report  to  me  every  night,  and  also  all 
information  which  they  might  obtain  in  relation  to  the  position,  move- 
ments, and  force  of  the  enemy.  We  camped  at  Davis'  Mills  on  the  night 
of  the  5th;  continued  the  march  on  the  Cth,  without  anything  of  note 
occurring.  On  the  7th  the  roads  upon  which  the  two  columns  were 
moving  intersected  about  six  miles  north  of  Bipley,  Miss.,  and  the  cav- 
alry took  the  advance  of  the  column,  skirmishing  lightly  with  a  bri- 
gade of  the  enemy,  driving  them  easily  and  without  loss  on  our  side, 
and  encamped  for  the  night  at  a  creek  about  three  miles  north  of 
I{i])ley.  Moving  forward  on  the  8th  we  passed  Kipley,  and  continued 
south  toward  New  Albany  and  Pontotoc;  on  the  9th  crossed  the  Talla- 
hatchie at  New  Albany;  on  the  10th  camped  about  five  miles  north  of 
Pontotoc.  During  this  march  the  cavalry,  with  the  exception  of  one 
regiment,  the  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  had,  wherever  it  was  practi- 
cable, moved  by  parallel  roads  upon  the  left  flank,  and  occasionally 
were  skirmishing  lightly  with  the  enemy's  scouts. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th,  moving  toward  Pontotoc,  we  found  Mc- 
Cidloch's  brigade  of  rebel  cavalry  occupied  the  town,  supported  by  a 
brigade  on  the  hill  immediately  south.  Throwing  forward  a  brigade  of 
infantry  as  support  for  the  Seventh  Kansas,  we  drove  back  their  skir- 
mish line,  and  General  Grierson,  attacking  at  the  same  time  upon  their 
right  flank,  drove  them  through  the  town  and  from  their  position  on 
the  hill,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded  in  our  hands. 

On  the  12th  the  command  remained  at  Pontotoc,  sending  forward  a 
rcconnoitering  party  of  one  regiment  of  cavalry  (the  Ninth  Illinois), 
snp]<orted  by  the  Fifty-second  Indiana  Infantry,  on  the  Okolona  road. 
The  lines  of  the  enemy  were  developed  and  their  pickets  driven  in  on 
the  main  body.  The  enemy  were  discovered  to  be  in  force  about  nine 
miles  from  Pontotoc,  on  the  Okolona  road,  on  the  opposite  side  of  a 
loAv  swampy  bottom  through  which  run  two  creeks.  This  bottom  was 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  width,  densely  timbered,  and  which  the 
enemy  had  rendered  almost  impassable  by  felling  trees  across  the 
road.  As  they  had  a  very  strong  position  on  a  hill  on  the  other  side 
of  the  bottom,  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  attack  the  position  from 
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the  front  if  it  could  be  flanked.  I,  therefore,  caused  demonstrations  to 
be  made  on  the  Okalona  road  during  the  day,  and  held  the  skirmish 
line  during  the  night.. 

Oil  the  morning  of  the  13th  I  moved  all  the  cavalry  except  the  Sev- 
enth Kansas  toward  Tupelo,  making  nearly  a  right  angle  at  Pontotoc, 
and  followed  the  cavalry  with  the  infantry  and  train,  leaving  the  col- 
ored brigade  and  the  Seventh  Kansas  to  bring  up  the  rear,  and  dispos- 
ing one  brigade  of  the  First  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  so  as  to 
cover  the  flanks  of  the  train.  These  dispositions  being  made  I  with- 
drew mj^  skirmish  line  on  the  Okolona  road  and  commenced  to  march 
toward  Tupelo,  a  distance  of  about  eighteen  miles.  Colonel  Winslow's 
brigade  of  cavalry  was  in  the  advance  of  the  column,  and  kex>t  u])  a 
running  skirmish  for  nearly  ten  miles,  with  two  regiments  of  the  enemy 
in  their  front,  killing  7  and  wounding  many.  Almost  immediately 
u]ion  leaving  Pontotoc  skirmishing  commenced  in  the  rear,  but  as  my 
object  was  to  secure  Tupelo,  thus  gaining  possession  of  the  railroad 
and  giving  me  the  opportunity  to  choose  my  own  ground  for  the  battle, 
1  directed  the  column  to  keep  well  closed  up  and  move  steadily  forward 
without  halting,  unless  absolutely  necessary.  Three  different  charges 
were  matle  by  the  enemy  upon  the  rear  of  the  column,  which  were 
handsomely  repulsed  by  the  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry  and  the  brigade 
of  colored  troops  under  Colonel  Bouton.  When  within  about  six  miles 
of  Tupelo  the  enemy  made  a  charge,  with  four  brigades  of  cavalry,  upon 
the  train.  A  sharp  fight  occurred,  lasting  about  half  an  hour,  and  the 
enemy  were  i"epulsed  with  heavy  loss  on  their  side,  being  ambushed  by 
the  brigade  of  colored  troops  in  the  rear,  and  received  with  a  withering 
fire  from  the  brigade  of  the  First  Division  on  the  flank  of  the  train 
from  both  artillery  and  musketry.  The  prisoners  taken  estimate  their 
loss  at  this  point  at  500  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  Our  loss  was 
27  mules  killed,  7  wagons  broken  by  the  carelessness  of  the  teamsters 
and  burned  by  order,  after  removing  all  stores  from  them  and  taking 
off  the  wheels  and  parts  that  could  be  of  any  service.  The  Four- 
teenth Wisconsin  Volunteers,  of  Colonel  Ward's  brigade.  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps,  captured  1  stand  of  colors  from  the  enemy  during 
this  engagement.  Immediately  after  this  attack  I  learned  from  Gen- 
eral Grierson  that  he  had  possession  of  Tupelo.  1  immediately  passed 
the  train  to  the  front  through  the  First  Division,  and  parked  it  abotit 
two  miles  west  of  Tupelo,  at  the  same  time  forming  line  of  battle  with 
the  Third  Division  on  the  left  of  the  road,  making  Pontotoc  the  objec- 
tive point.  The  First  Division  on  arriving  was  placed  on  the  right  of 
the  road,  with  a  front  of  two  brigades  and  having  two  brigades  in  re- 
serve. The  colored  brigade  was  placed  in  the  rear  of  the  Third  Divis- 
ion, facing  the  left  flank,  which  disposition,  with  the  cavalry  in  the  rear, 
comi)letely  protected  the  train.  The  troops  encamped  in  this  position 
in  line  of  battle  during  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  the  battle  opened  by  the  enemy  attempt- 
ing to  secure  a  commanding  iiosition  on  our  left.  Advancing  the  Third 
Brigade  of  the  Third  Division  into  line  with  the  remainder  of  the  division 
and  throwing  out  the  brigade  of  colored  troops  on  the  left  of  the  Third 
but  facing  nearly  to  its  left  flank,  Ave  easily  drove  the  enemy  from  the 
hill  and  retained  possession  of  it  duiing  the  entire  battle.  At  about  7.30 
the  enemy  advanced  in  line  upon  the  right  of  the  Third  Division,  near  the 
Pontotoc  road.  They  drove  in  our  skirmishers  and  were  allowed  to  come 
to  within  about  100  yards  of  the  main  line  (which  was  the  First  Brigade 
of  the  Third  Division  at  this  point),  when  they  rose  and  delivered  one 
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volley  at  short  range,  and  then  charged  with  the  bayonet,  driving  the 
enemy  Avith  heavy  loss  from  the  field,  killing  more  even  as  they  were 
running  than  they  did  in  the  first  volley.  Here  General  Faulkner,  of 
Kentucky,  was  killed.  Passing  toward  our  right  they  rallied  at  the  edge 
of  the  timber,  and  were  re-enforced  and  supported  by  their  whole  avail- 
able force  and  once  more  returned  to  the  attack,  which  this  time  was 
made  on  the  First  Division,  Brigadier-General  Mower  commanding. 
The  enemy  started  from  the  edge  of  the  timber  in  three  lines,  at  the  same 
time  opening  with  about  seven  pieces  of  artillery.  At  first  their  lines 
could  be  distinguished  separately,  but  as  they  advanced  they  lost  all 
semblance  of  lines  and  the  attack  resembled  a  mob  of  huge  magnitude. 
Tliere  was  no  skirmish  line  or  main  line  or  reserve,  but  seemed  to  be  a 
foot  race  to  see  who  should  reach  us  first.  They  were  allowed  to  ap- 
proach, yelling  and  howling  like  Comanches,  to  within  canister  range, 
when  the  batteries  of  the  First  Division  opened  upon  them.  Their 
charge  was  evidently  made  with  the  intention  to  capture  our  batteries, 
and  was  gallantly  made,  but  without  order,  organization,  or  skill.  They 
would  come  forward  and  fall  back,  rally  and  forward  again,  with  the  like 
result.  Their  determination  may  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  their  dead 
were  found  within  thirty  yards  of  our  batteries.  After  about  two 
hours'  fighting  in  this  manner.  General  Mower,  losing  all  hope  of  their 
attempting  any  closer  quarters,  advanced  his  lines  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  driving  the  enemy  before  him  from  the  field  and  covering  their 
dead  and  wounded — ^270  of  their  dead  were  counted  on  the  field  imme- 
diately in  his  front.  Their  wounded  were  removed  to  hospital  with  our 
own  and  properly  cared  for.  Not  having  transportation  the  small-arms 
they  left  upon  the  field  were  ordered  to  be  broken.  This  ended  the 
hard  fighting  of  the  day,  although  there  was  skirmishing  at  different 
points  in  the  line  until  dark.  My  troops  were  so  exhausted  with  the 
heat,  fatigue,  and  short  rations  that  it  was  not  possible  to  press  them  far- 
ther. The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  this  day's  fighting  could  not  fall  short  of 
1,800  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  Sixty  prisoners  were  captured  un- 
wounded,  and  have  been  turned  over  to  the  provost-marshal.  District 
of  Memphis,  with  complete  lists.  During  the  afternoon  the  enemy  at- 
tempted to  attack  our  rear  from  the  east  side  of  Tupelo,  but  were 
promptly  driven  back  by  General  Grierson's  cavalry.  At  sundown,  the 
enemy  making  no  demonstrations  whatever,  I  directed  the  main  bodies 
of  my  command  to  fall  back  about  GOO  yards  toward  the  wagons,  in 
order  to  give  the  men  rest  and  opportunity  to  cook  their  rations,  leaving 
a  strong  skirmish  line  to  hold  their  positions.  At  about  11  p.  m.  the 
enemy  attempted  anight  attack,  drove  in  the  skirmishers  on  "the  left,  but 
were  promptly  met  and  rejmlsed  by  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  of 
the  Third  Division  and  the  brigade  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  under  Colonel 
Bouton.  The  skirmish  line  was  then  doubled  and  the  men  allowed  to 
rest. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  it  was  found  that,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
miKth  of  our  breatl  was  spoiled  when  drawn  from  the  commissary  depot, 
we  had  on  hand  but  one  day's  rations  left.  Our  artillery  ammuni- 
tion was  also  all  issued,  and  we  had  remaining  only  about  100  rounds 
per  gun.  It,  therefore,  became  a  matter  of  necessity  to  return .  Leaving 
the  troops  still  in  line,  I  directed  General  Grierson  to  destroy  the  rail- 
road for  about  five  miles  each  way,  and  moving  the  wounded  of  the  enemy 
into  Tupelo  into  comfortable  quarters,  and  leaving  two  of  my  own  sur- 
geons, with  ten  days'  supplies,  to  attend  to  them,  I  ordered  the  return.  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  for  lack  of  transportation  and  the  character  of  their 
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wounds  I  was  obliged  to  leave  about  forty  of  the  worst  wounded  cases- of 
my  own  command  at  Tupelo.  I  sent  out  one  brigade  of  cavalry  on  the 
Pontotoc  road  to  bring  off  a  gun  of  the  enemy's  which  had  been  disabled 
the  day  before,  which  they  did  after  some  slight  skirmishing.  It  being 
now  nearly  noon,  and  no  demonstration  from  the  enemy,  I  directed  Colo- 
nel Moore,  commanding  Third  Division,  to  withdraw  his  line  and  take 
the  advance  with  his  command  and  proceed  on  the  EUistown  road,  mov- 
ing very  sloM'ly,  the  train  to  follow  witli  sick  and  wounded,  protected  well 
on  the  flanks  by  a  brigade  of  cavalry  and  in  the  rear  by  the  colored 
brigade.  General  Mower  and  the  remainder  of  the  cavalry  covered  the 
withdrawal.  On  removing  the  troops  from  the  eminence  on  the  left  of 
the  line,  they  took  possession  of  it  and  were  attempting  to  place  a  bat- 
tery in  i)osition,  when  Colonel  Bouton,  with  two  regiments  of  his  com- 
mand, and  General  Mower,  with  two  brigades,  charged  and  drove  them 
from  their  position,  following  nearly  a  mile.  The  troops  then  withdrew 
without  molestation.  On  reaching  Old  Town  Creek,  where  we  encamped 
for  the  night,  the  First  Division  was  ordered  to  pass  the  Third  and 
take  position  in  advance,  so  that  they  might  be  in  readiness  to  take  tlie 
advance  in  the  morning.  They  had  scarcely  passed  when  a  small  force 
of  the  enemy,  numbering  perhaps  1,000  men,  took  position  on  the  hill 
just  passed  and  commenced  shelling  the  camp.  General  Mower  turned 
back  two  of  his  regiments,  and  with  a  brigade  of  the  Third  Division 
turned  and  drove  them  back  about  a  mile  with  heavy  loss  on  their  part. 
From  this  date  nothing  more  was  seen  of  them.  We  encamped  at  Ellis- 
town  on  the  16th,  near  New  Albany  the  17th,  near  the  Tippah  the 
18th,  and  reached  Salem  the  19th,  where  we  found  suppUes  waiting  our 
arrival. 

On  the  20th  moved  to  Davis'  Mills,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  to 
La  Grange^  having  been  gone  seventeen  days.  The  roads  were  in  very 
fair  condition,  but  dusty.  The  weather  was  exceedingly  warm,  and  we 
found  but  very  little  water.  The  line  officers  and  soldiers  deserve  last- 
ing praise  for  the  manner  in  which  they  endured  the  hardships  and 
fatigues  of  the  campaign;  marching  over  dusty  roads  with  only  one-half 
or  one-third  rations,  under  a  broiling  sun,  with  little  water,  is  certainly 
a  severe  test  of  their  zeal  and  patriotism.  All  honor  be  to  the  noble 
men  whose  breasts  are  the  bulwarks  of  our  nation. 

The  division  commanders  gallantly  and  faithfully  discharged  the 
duties  assigned  them  with  zeal  and  ability.  I  only  ask  that  our  country 
may  always  find  such  sons  in  her  hour  of  need.  General  Mower  was 
more  fortunate  than  the  others  in  being  in  the  exact  position  where  the 
hardest  fighting  occurred,  and  nobly  bore  the  brunt  and  deserves  the 
bays. 

The  colored  brigade,  under  Colonel  Bouton,  fought  excellently  well, 
and  showed  the  effect  of  discipline  and  drill,  and  I  am  free  to  confess 
that  their  action  has  removed  from  my  mind  a  prejudice  of  twenty  years' 
standing. 

It  is  with  pain  that  I  have  to  annoiuice  the  death  of  Col.  Alex- 
ander Wilkin,  Ninth  Minnesota  Volunteers,  who  was  killed  early  in  the 
engagement  of  the  14th.  He  died  as  a  soldier  may,  at  his  post  on  the 
field  of  battle.  Although  but  a  short  time  with  the  commjind  yet  his 
many  noble  traits  had  endeared  him  to  all.  Death's  petice  rest  o'er 
him. 

The  enemy's  loss  will  reach  3,000  men  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners 
during  the  expedition. 

I  send  herewith  a  full  list  of  our  casualties.* 


'  Einljoiliod  in  table  following. 
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To  my  staff!,  Capt.  J.  Hough,  assistant  a<ljntaiit- general;  Capt.  J.  J. 
Lyon,  acting  aide-de-camp;  <Jai)t.  William  S.  Burns,  acting  assistant 
inspector-genera],  and  Lieut.  John  B.  Pannes,  ordnaace  officer,  are  due 
credit  and  honor  for  their  active  diligence  and  zeal  in  conveying  orders 
to  the  different  parts  of  the  field. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  SMITH, 

Major-General. 

Maj.  W.  H.  Morgan, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  West  Tennessee. 


No.  3. 
Beturn  of  casualties  in  the  Union  forces. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  list  of  casualties,  accompanying  report  of  M^.  Gon.  A.  J.  Smith.] 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

6 

1 

<) 

38 
6 
22 
20 
10 

g 
g 

a 
o 

S 
3 

8 
o 

m 
o 

SIXTEENTH  AliMY  COKPS  (EIGHT  WIKG). 

FIRST   DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower.  . 

Firat  Brigade. 
Col.  William  L.  McMillen. 
114th  Illinois                                                              

12 

3 

23 

0 

20 

13 

7 

9.'J(1  Indiana 

1 
1 
1 

1 
2 

1 

72d  Ohio 

4 

1 

95th  Ohio 

Total  First  Brigade 

Vi 

7 

71 

5 

98 

^fxond  Brigade. 

Col.  Alexahdeu  Wilkin.* 
Cul.  John  D.  McCluke. 

47th  Illinois 

4 
1 
5 
4 
4 
6 

3 
1 

7 
3 
7 
5 
7 
C 

5tli  itiimesota  (dctachniL-nt) 

1 
1 

"i 

1 

1 

2 



1 

3 

1 

24 

G 

35 

Third  Brigade. 
Col.  Joseph  J.  Woods. 
12th  Iowa -^ 

1 

8 
7 

1 

1 
1 

52 
32 
49 

33 

1 

n3 

37 
CO 
30 

S.'jth  Iowa -  

2 

1 
1 

Total  Tliird  Brigade 

i 

23 

3 

105 

!         3 

190 

'  Killed. 
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Command. 

! 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
misaiufi. 

% 

■e 

o 

to 

s 
e 
o 

5 

a 

to 
■A 

Fourth  Brigade  * 
Col.  Lyman  M.  Wakd. 

1 
1 

1 

5 
3 

o 

6 

4 
1 

41 

Imlinna  Lijilit  Artillcrv   GUi  Battery 

4 

1 

5 

44 

Total  First  Divibiun 

THIRD   DIVISION. 

Col.  David  Mooee. 

Firat  Brigade. 

Col.  Charles  D.  Murkay. 

4         45 

16 

304  i 

14 

383 

2 

i 
1 

9 
3 
39 
10 
13 

11 

n*)th  Illiiiois                                     

4 

1 

3 

^ 

46 

lU 

'^Iwt  Missouri                                   

1 

14 

""' 

1 

6 

2 

74 

2 

85 

Second  Brigade. 
Col.  James  I.  Gilbeet. 

1 
1 

'""'' 

16 
21 
4 
5 
3 

17 

4 

5 

Truli^iiia  Li"-lit  Artillerv  3(1  Eatterv 

1 

4 

2 

2 

49 

63 

Third  Brigadf. 
Col.  Edward  H.  Wolfe. 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Tntil  Third  Krlfade                                  

1 

1 

5 

7 

2 

8 

5 

128 

2 

145 

■  COLORED   BRIGADE. 

Col.  Edward  Bouton. 

1 
7 
1 

■■■■; 

3 

10 

28 

3 

1        11 

1 

16 

1        56 

1          7 

1 

1         9 

1 

7 

41    

16 

74 

7 

1      62 

28 

■     473    

32 

602 

*  Troops  of  Seventeeuth  Army  Corps,  attached. 

t  Guus  were  mauned  by  6tU  Indiana  Battery,  tommauded  by  Capt.  Michael  Mueller, 
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Betunt  of  casuallies  in  the  Union  fm-ces — Continued. 


Killed. 

Woundcl.  k'ai>turedor 



4) 

_; 

s 

a          " 

d 

to 

E 

i> 

© 

bB 

o 

a 

O 

a 

° 

a 

-< 

CAVALKY. 

Brig.  Oeii.  IjKnjamin  H.  Grieuson. 

>Sccund  Urigade. 

Col.    EdWAUD   F.    "W'lNSLOW. 

3d    Iowa 

1 

17 

1 

19 

4th  Iowa 

1 

15 

1 

17 

lOtli  Missouri 

1 

1 

l«t  Illiuois  Li"lit -Vrtillcry   Battery  K          

j 

2 

32 

3 

37 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Datub  E.  Coon. 

1 

2 

1 

4 

9tli  IlliiioiH 

1 

3 

2 

20 

1 

27 

1 

1 

Total  Third  Briij;ade 

1 

4 

2 

23 

2 

32 

Vnassigned. 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

7 

2 

50  j 

n 

27 

8 

69 

30 

5"'J  1 

38 

674 

OFFICE  lis    KILLED     OR    MORTALLY    WOUNDED. 


Maj .  Eugene  A.  Eawson,  72(1  Ohio. 
Col.  Alo.xauder  Wilkin,  9tli  Minnesota. 
Lieut.  Augustus  A.  Burdick,  12th  Iowa. 
Lieut.  Lewis  Hardy,  7th  Minnesota. 
Surg.  Lucius  B.  Smith,  7th  Minnesota. 
Capt.  Josiah  Borough,  122d  Illinois. 


Lieut.  William  H.  Herron,  52A  Indiana. 
Lieut.  John  U.   McMahou,  9th  Illinois 

Cavalry. 
Lieut.  Jesse  W.  Mayo,  61st  U.  S.  Colored 

Trooi)8. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  First 

Division. 

Hdqes.  First  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  27, 1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  division  on  the  late  expedition  to  Tupelo,  Miss. : 

I  left  La  Grange  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant  with  my  com- 
mand, which  was  composed  of  the  following  brigades  and  batteries: 
First  Brigade,  Colonel  McMillen,  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry; 
Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Wilkin,  Ninth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry; 
Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Woods,  Twelfth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry; 
Fourth  Brigade,  Colonel  Ward,  Fourtecjuth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  In- 
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fantry  (this  brigade  was  a  detachment  from  the  Seventeenth  Armj' 
Corps,  temporarily  assigned  to  my  command);  Second  Iowa  Battery, 
Lieutenant Eeed  commanding;  First  Illinois,  Comiiany  E  (one  section), 
Lieutenant  Cram,  and  a  battery  (four  liodman's)  belonging  to  Company 
M,  First  Missouri,  but  manned  by  Captain  Mueller's  company,  Sixth  In- 
diana Battery.  We  arrived  at  Pontotoc  on  the  12th  instant,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  13th  moved  toward  Tupelo.  The  colonel  commanding 
brigade  of  colored  troops,  which  was  in  rear  of  my  division,  about  nine 
miles  of  Tupelo,  sent  word  to  me  that  he  was  threatened  by  a  large  force 
of  the  enemy.  I  directed  Colonel  Ward,  whose  brigade  had  been  march- 
ing on  the  right  flank  of  the  train,  to  place  one  regiment  in  the  rear  so 
that  he  might  be  better  able  to  render  assistance  to  the  negro  brigade. 
At  the  same  time  I  ordered  Colonel  Woods  to  place  two  of  his  largest 
regiments  on  the  right  flank  of  the  train.  The  column  proceeded  in  this 
manner  some  three  miles,  when  an  attack  was  suddenly  made  on  the 
train  for  nearly  its  entire  length.  The  attacking  force,  as  I  have  since 
learned,  consisted  of  four  brigades  of  cavalry.  This  attack  was  soon 
repulsed.  Colonel  Ward's  brigade  taking  the  chief  part  in  the  tight  and 
capturing  a  rebel  flag.  As  soon  as  the  enemy  was  repulsed  I  again 
started  the  column  on,  keeping  the  wagons  ahead  of  the  main  (iolumn, 
when,  finding  that  the  enemy  were  moving  rapidly  at  some  distance  on 
my  right  flank  toward  my  front,  I  proceeded  toward  the  head  of  the 
column  for  the  pur^jose  of  making  arrangements  to  protect  the  wagon 
train.  I  had  just  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  Ninth  Minnesota,  which 
had  been  sent  forward  to  protect  the  train,  when  a  furious  attack  was 
made  on  the  column  a  short  distance  to  the  rear.  I  immediately  halted 
that  regiment  and  faced  it  toward  the  enemy,  and  directed  skirmishers 
to  be  deployed.  At  the  same  time  the  balance  of  the  brigade  was  halted 
by  Colonel  McMillen  and  facjed  toward  the  enemy,  and  the  order  given 
to  charge.  The  enemy  was  driven  in  confusion.  I  then  brought  up  the 
Eleventh  Missouri  to  Colonel  McMillen's  support,  but  before  they 
arrived  in  position  the  rebels  had  disappeared  and  the  tight  was  over. 
Colonel  McMillen  and  his  command  displayed  great  gallantry  in  so 
quickly  repulsing  this  attack.  As  soon  as  our  wounded  had  been  picked 
up  I  again  moved  on  and  arrived  at  the  camp  about  dark. 

The  next  morning  the  general  commanding  the  exi)edition  indicated 
to  me  the  position  he  wished  my  division  to  occupy,  and  I  placed  the 
troops  of  my  command  as  follows :  Colonel  Woods'  brigade  on  the  left, 
its  left  resting  on  the  Pontotoc  road  and  connecting  with  the  right  of  the 
Third  Division ;  Colonel  Ward's  brigade  on  the  right  of  Colonel  Woods' ; 
Colonel  McMillen's  brigade  on  the  right  of  Ward's,  and  Colonel  Wilkin's 
brigade  in  reserve.  The  Second  Iowa  Battery  was  placed  on  the  left 
of  Colonel  Ward's  brigade,  and  commanded  the  Pontotoc  road  and  the 
open  field  on  the  right  of  that  road.  Captain  Mueller's  battery  was 
placed  on  the  right  of  Colonel  Ward's  brigade  and  the  section  of  Com- 
pany E,  First  Illinois  Battery,  on  the  right  of  Colonel  McMillen's 
brigade.  The  enemy  commenced  the  attack  at  about  7.30  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  coming  down  in  line  of  battle  along  our  front  and  oppo- 
site our  left,  moving  in  an  irregular  mass.  I  directed  the  fire  to  be 
retained  until  they  approached  quite  near,  and  then  opened  on  them 
with  shell,  canister,  and  musketry.  The  fight  continued  for  about 
two  hours  and  a  half,  when,  finding  that  they  would  not  approach  any 
nearer  our  lines,  I  ordered  the  Third  Brigade  to  charge  on  them.  This 
was  very  gallantly  done,  and  the  enemy  driven  from  the  field  with 
heavy  loss.  I  had  two  field  officers  and  several  men  sunstruck  during 
the  charge,  and  the  enemy,  having  fallen  back  to  their  led  horses,  dis- 
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appeared  from  our  front.  I  did  not  attempt  to  pursue  them  any  farther, 
as  my  command  was  well  nigh  exhausted  with  the  march  of  nineteen 
miles  and  the  fighting  of  the  day  before;  in  fact,  it  would  have  been 
useless  to  pursue  mounted  infantry  with  troops  on  foot  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  the  enemy  again  appeared  in  our  front. 
I  awaited  their  attack,  but  finding  that  jthey  were  not  disposed  to  ap- 
proach within  musket  shot,  with  the  exception  of  their  skirmishers,  1 
moved  upon  them  and  drove  them  about  two  miles,  when  they  again 
took  to  their  horses  and  fled.  I  then  followed  the  Third  Division,  which 
had  already  moved  out  on  the  Ellistown  road.  A  brigade  of  cavalry 
formed  the  rear  guard.  I  arrived  at  the  camp  on  Old  Town  Creek,  and 
was  there  met  by  a  staff  ofScer  of  the  general  commauding  the  expedition, 
who  directed  that  my  division  should  pass  by  the  Third  and  encamp 
in  advance  of  them.  Just  as  my  rear  brigade  had  crossed  the  creek  and 
liassed  through  the  bottom  on  the  north  side  of  it,  several  shells  were  sud- 
fienly  dropped  into  the  camp  by  the  enemy,  avIio,  it  seems,  had  driven  in 
our  cavalry  the  moment  the  infantry  had  crossed  the  creek.  I  was  directed 
by  Major-General  Smith  to  take  a  brigade  and  drive  the  enemy  back. 
I  moved  the  First  Brigade  immediately  back,  forming  them  in  line  of 
battle.  I  attacked  the  enemy  and  drove  them  about  two  miles.  Col- 
onel McMillen's  brigade  behaved  most  gallantly,  and  were  led  by  him, 
he  riding  in  advance  of  them  and  cheering  them  on.  After  the  enemy 
had  been  driven,  I  withdrew  my  trooi)s  and  ordered  them  into  camp, 
leaving  the  position  to  be  held  by  Colonel  Moore,  commanding  the 
Third  Division. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  in 
the  several  engagements. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  the  loss  of  Colonel  Wilkin,  of  the  Ninth 
Minnesota,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  who,  although  he  had  been 
with  the  command  but  a  short  time  had  already  endeared  himself  to 
both  ofiicers  and  men  by  his  liigh-toned  bearing  and  gentlemanly  con- 
duct. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  sketch*  of  the  battle-field  and  reports  of  brigade 
commanders. 

A  list  of  casualties  has  already  been  forwarded  to  you.t 
I  am,  captain,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  A.  MO  WEE,     . 
Brif/adier-General,  Commanding. 

Capt.  J.  HoTJGH, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Bight  Wing,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  5. 


Report  of  Col.  William.  L.  MeMillen,  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  Infantry,  command- 
ing First  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  First  Bkig.,  First  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps, 

Memphis^  Tenn.,  July  24, 1864. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  command  in  the  late  expedition  to  Tupelo,  Miss., 

*To  appear  iu  the  Atlas.  tEuilDodied  in  tabic,  p.  254, 
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under  Maj.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith,  commandiug  Eight  Wing,  Sixteenth  Army 
CoiT>s: 
The  composition  iiud  strength  of  this  brigade  was  as  follows : 


Cuiimiiiiul. 

Orticffrb. 

Men. 

i:t 

•y>\ 

10  '          211 

l]-ltli  Illinois  InJ'iintr\',   Caiit    B.C.  Jicrrx  i-cnmiianiliii" 

14  1        '*k;i 

•SI 

1 

IWi 

(j;i4 

Section  Cuiiiimny  E,  Firyl  llliuois  Artillery,  Liuut.  0.  W.  Cram  comuiiaidiii^ 

44 

Total 

S3 

1   089 

The  troops  weie  embarked  on  cars  at  the  depot  of  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Eailroad  on  the  mornuig  of  the  22d  of  .lime,  and  proceeded 
to  Grissom's  Bridge,  where  they  camped  for  the  night,  and  the  following 
day  marched  to  Moscow,  Avhen;  they  remained  several  days,  and  moved 
to  La  Grange.  On  the  5th  instant  we  left  the  latter  i)lace,  camping  for 
the  night  at  Davis'  Mills,  and  the  following  day  took  n])  the  line  of 
march  in  a  southeasterly  direction  toward  the  Mobile  and  Oliio  Kail- 
road,  reaching  the  vicinity  of  Pontotoc,  Miss.,  without  incident  worthy 
of  note,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant.  Here  the  enemy  was  sup- 
posed to  be  in  some  for(;e,  and  this  brigade  Avas  deployed,  with  its  left 
resting  on  the  main  road,  and  moved  for  sojne  distance  in  line.  Ascer- 
taining that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  the  place,  and  that  General 
Grierson  was  already  in  possession  of  Pontotoc,  the  brigade  was  moved 
by  the  left  flank  through  the  town  and  camped  on  a  small  stream  near 
it,  where  it  remained  "until  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant,  AvJien  avc 
again  moved  in  the  direction  of  Tupelo.  During  the  afternoon  of  this 
day  I  Avas  furiously  assailed  near  Camargo  Cross-lioads,  on  the  right 
flank,  taking  my  troops  by  surprise.  The  Seventy-se<;ond  and  Ninety- 
fifth  Ohio  and  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois  Infantry  were 
quickly  formed  in  line,  gallantly  charging  the  enemy  and  driving  him 
in  confusion  from  the  field.  In  this  engagement  (as  I  afterward  learned 
AvJth  the  Avhole  of  Bell's  rebel  brigade)  I  Avas  iiromptly  assisted  by  the 
Second  Iowa  Battery,  Lieutenant  Eeed  commanding,  whose  prompt- 
ness and  gallantry  cannot  be  too  highly  praised.  I  am  also  indebted 
to  Colonel  Wilkin,  then  commanding  the  Second  Brigade,  for  prompt 
assistance  in  sending  to  my  relief  the  Ninth  Minnesota  Infantry,  Avho 
did  effective  service.  The  officers  and  men  of  that  portion  of  my  com- 
mand engaged  deserve  commendation  for  the  galhintry  with  which 
they  met  the  enemy  and  the  handsome  manner  in  wliicih  he  was  repulsed 
and  driven.  My  loss  in  this  affair  was  about  35  officers  and  men  killed 
and  Avounded.  The  brigade  then  moved  to  Harrisonburg,  near  Tupelo, 
and  camped  for  the  nig-ht. 

The  next  morning,  the  14th  instant,  the  troops  Avere  under  arms  at 
3  a.  m.,  my  brigade  in  reserve  on  the  extreme  right  and  rear  of  our 
position,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  Tenth  Minnesota  Infantry,  it 
was  not  engaged  in  the  battle  on  that  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  the  regiments  composing  the  brigade 
were  moved  about  the  field  into  various  positions,  and  although  at 
times  subjected  to  a  heavy  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy,  Avere  not 
brought  into  immediate  contact  Avith  him. 

In  the  movement  northward  from  Tupelo,  on  the  loth  instant,  my 
brigade  had  the  rear  of  the  entire  infantry  column,  and  Avas  the  last  to 
leave  the  battle-field.    We  marched  some  five  miles  Avithout  molesta- 
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tion  to  Town  Creek,  wliere  we  found  the  train  parked  and  the  colamn 
halted.  The  rear  regiment  of  my  brigade  had  just  crossed  the  creek, 
when  a  sharp  attack  was  made  upon  the  cavalry  rear  guard,  which  was 
driven  hastily  and  in  confusion  from  the  field  and  through  my  ranks, 
the  enemy  advancing  rapidly  in  large  force,  planting  a  battery,  the 
shell  from  which  reached  the  train.  1  at  once  formed  the  Seventy-sec- 
ond Ohio,  Ninety-fifth  Ohio,  One  hundred  and  fourteentli  Illinois,  and 
Ninety-third  Indiana  Infantry  in  line,  put  Battery  E  into  i)osition,  and 
by  direction  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  division,  charged 
the  enemy,  who  was  then  within  close  range,  driving  the  cavalry  in 
great  confusion  before  him.  The  Tenth  Minnesota  Infantry,  being 
in  advance,  did  not  reach  the  point  of  formation  in  time  to  charge 
with  us,  but  afterward  joined  us  on  the  field.  Notwithstanding  the  con- 
fusion occasioned  by  a  large  number  of  led  horses  and  demoralized  cav- 
alrymen passing  throiigh  my  ranks,  the  heavy  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy, 
and  a  stampeded  train,  my  line  did  not  for  a  moment  falter,  but  moved 
as  rapidly  and  regularly  forward  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  over 
which  we  jiassed  would  iiermit.  Getting  through  the  cavalry  and  see- 
ing nothing  but  the  enemy  before  us,  the  order  to  charge  was  given, 
and,  with  a  loud  cheer,  my  men  dashed  forward,  driving  the  enemy,  who 
was  in  superior  force  and  commanding  position,  from  the  field. 

I  cannot  praise  too  highly  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
regiments  making  the  charge.  They  all  nobly  and  bravely  performed 
their  duty.  Capt.  B.  0.  Berry,  commanding  One  hundred  and  fourteenth 
IllinoisInfantry,received  a  wound  which  comi)elled  him  to  retire  from  the 
field.  Maj.  Eugene  A.  Eawson,  commanding  Seventy-second  Ohio  Vet- 
eran Infautry,  received  a  wound  from  which  he  has  since  died.  In  the 
death  of  Major  Eawson  the  army  and  the  country  have  sustained  an 
irreparable  loss.  Young,  accomplished,  and  possessed  of  that  chivalrous 
nature  which  leads  to  deeds  of  high  daring,  he  gave  promise  of  rising  to 
positions  of  honor  and  usefulness.  The  idol  of  his  regiment  and  be- 
loved by  this  entire  command,  his  death  has  caused  a  void  which  will 
never  be  filled.  He  fell  at  the  head  of  his  command  in  the  fierce  tempest 
of  battle,  leaving  an  example  worthy  the  emulation  of  the  bravest,  and 
a  name  which  his  country  and  friends  will  be  honored  in  cherishing. 
To  Capt.  S.  N.  Shoup,  who  succeeded  Captain  Berry  in  command  of 
the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  Captain  Snyder, 
who  assumed  command  of  the  Seventy-second  Ohio  Infantry  after 
Major  Eawson  was  wounded,  too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  for 
their  personal  gallantry  and  the  able,  effective  manner  in  which  they 
handled  their  commands.  Capt.  James  Kilbourne,  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  In- 
fantry, on  the  skirmish  line,  and  Capt.  S.  Elliott,  Ninety-third  Indiana 
Infantry,  were  conspicuous  for  their  efficiency  and  daring. 

From  this  time  until  we  reached  our  camps  at  Mempliis,  on  the  22d 
instant,  nothing  of  special  interest  occurred.  The  march  home  was 
fatiguing,  owing  to  the  heat,  dust,  and  scanty  supply  of  Avatcr  and  pro- 
visions. 

Capt.  J.  Fernald,  Seventy-second  Ohio  Infantry,  picket  officer ;  Lieut. 
O.  H.  Abel,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general;  Lieuts.  J.  Barber,  Ninety- 
fifth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  T.  Livings,  Ninety-third  Indiana  Infantry, 
aides-de-camp ;  Lieutenant  Hosmer,  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois 
Infantry,  acting  assistant  inspector-general,  composing  the  staff"  of  this 
brigade,  deserve  special  mention  for  tlieir  uniform  devotion  to  duty 
and  the  coolness  and  bravery  with  Avhich  they  conducted  themselves 
in  action.  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  recommend  them  for  favorable 
notice,  and  as  offlcers  worthy  of  promotion. 
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My  casualties  are  as  follows:  1  commissioned  officer  killed,  C 
wounded;  15  enlisted  men  killed,  71  wounded,  and  5  missing  in  action, 
a  detailed  report  of  which  has  already  been  forwarded. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  McMILLEN, 
Colonel  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  Infantry,  Commanding. 

Gapt.  J.  B.  Sample, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  G. 


Refport  of  Capt.  Benjamin  C.  Berry,  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois 

Infantry. 

Headquartees  114th  Illinois  VoLtmTEERs, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  23, 1864. 

Golonel:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  22d,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  statement  of  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in  the 
late  expedition  to  and  from  Tupelo : 

We  left  Memphis,  Tenn.,  on  the  25th  of  June  and  arrived  at  La  Grange 
on  the  27th,  nothing  wortliy  of  note  transpiring  on  the  way.  On  the  5th 
of  July  we  again  moved  onward,  making  easy  marches.  We  arrived  at 
Pontotoc  on  the  11th,  my  men  being  greatly  improved  in  both  health  and 
spirits.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  we  again  took  up  the  line  of  march 
toward  Tupelo,  my  regiment  being  in  the  rear  of  the  brigade.  About 
noon  the  brigade  was  halted  until  the  entire  wagon  train  had  moved 
past,  when  we  again  moved  forward,  my  regiment  being  placed  in  the 
rear  of  the  Second  Iowa  Battery,  with  orders  from  you  to  support  it.  The 
brigade  receiving  a  spirited  attack  on  the  right  flank,  and  the  battery 
in  imminent  peril,  the  advance  of  the  enemy  being  within  a  few  rods, 
my  regiment  was  formed  in  the  rear  of  the  battery,  the  men  forming  in 
fine  order  and  good  time.  The  farther  advancje  of  the  enemy  was  checked 
by  the  time  I  had  my  line  formed  by  the  energetic  action  of  the  battery 
itself.  We  were  then  ordered  forward  to  the  support  of  the  Seventy- 
second  and  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  Eegiments,  who  were  hotly  pressed  by  the 
enemy.  Arriving  on  the  ground  we  were  oi'dered,  in  connection  with 
the  other  two  regiments,  to  charge,  which  was  done  in  gallant  style,  and 
the  enemy  was  driven  from  the  field,  our  loss  being  3  killed  and  10 
wounded.  We  then  moved  forward  until  near  Tupelo,  where  we  went 
into  camp  for  the  night.  During  the  operations  of  the  14th  my  regi- 
ment was  not  brought  into  action,  but  was  held  in  reserve.  Being 
somewhat  exposed  to  the  enemy's  artillery  we  lost,  by  the  explosion 
of  one  of  their  shells,  2  men  killed  and  1  wounded  severely.  Dur- 
ing the  operations  of  the  morning  of  the  loth  my  regiment  was  not 
brought  into  immediate  action,  but,  upon  leaving  the  ground  with 
the  Ninety-third  Indiana,  composed  the  rear  guard  of  the  infantry 
force.  About  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  an  assault  was  made  by  the 
enemy  on  the  rear  of  the  column.  Our  brigade,  except  the  Tenth  Min- 
nesota, was  ordered  to  charge  them,  which  was  done,  and  the  enemy, 
who  had  a  largely  superior  force,  was  driven  back  near  a  mile  in  perfect 
rout.  During  this  charge  my  regiment,  occupying  an  exposed  position 
in  the  line,  suffered  severely,  7  men  being  killed  audio  wounded; 
most  of  them  very  severely  wounded.    I  was  here  myself  wounded. 
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and  for  the  balance  of  the  expedition  the  command  devolved  upon 
Capt.  Samuel  N.  Shoup,  after  which  the  regiment  Avas  not  engaged  in 
any  operations- of  particular  note. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  bear  testimony  to  the  gallant  bearing  of  both 
officers  and  men.  Although  the  personal  bravery  and  efficiency  of  many 
is  worthy  of  special  mention,  yet  where  all  so  nobly  did  their  duty  to 
particularize  would  be  unjust. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

B.  C.  BEERY, 
Captain,  Commanding. 
Col.  W.  L.  MCMILLEN, 

Comdg.  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  7. 
Report  of  Capt.  Charles  A.  Hubbard,  Ninety-third  Indiana.  Infantry. 

Headqxtarters  Xinety-thied  Indiana  Volunteeks, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  25, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  Ninety-third  Eegiment  in  the  late  expedition : 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  June  left  Memphis  by  railroad  to  Gris- 
som's  Bridge  and  encamped.  On  23d  marched  to  Moscow.  Left  Mos- 
cow 28th;  marched  to  La  Grange,  Tenn.  Left  La  Grange  on  the  5th  of 
July,  marching  in  a  southerly  direction,  passing  through  Ripley,  and 
arrived  at  Pontotoc  on  July  12  in  the  morning  and  encamped. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  resumed  our  march  in  a  northeasterly 
direction.  In  the  afternoon,  hearing  heavy  firing  in  our  rear,  my  regi- 
ment being  in  advance  of  the  brigade,  we  were  ordered  forward  to 
guard  Third  Division  train.  Two  comjjanies  detailed  to  guard  our 
brigade  train  marched  about  five  miles,  Avhen  we  found  Third  Division 
in  line  of  battle.  Here  parked  the  train;  reported  to  Maj.  Gen.  A. 
J.  Smith  for  orders.  Ordered  to  form  line  in  support  of  Third  Indiana 
Battery  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line,  where  we  remained  until  day- 
light of  the  14th,  when  ordered  by  General  Mower  to  move  in  rear  of 
the  Sixth  Indiana  Battery,  with  my  left  resting  on  the  road.  We  re- 
mained in  this  position  until  ordered  by  Colonel  McMilleu  to  support 
Waterhouse's  battery,  where  we  remained  about  one  hour  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  the  enemy;  then  ordered  by  Colonel  McMilleu  across  the  road, 
on  the  extreme  right  of  the  road,  where  we  remained  until  the  fire  of 
the  enemy  ceased,  without  a  chance  to  fire  a  gun  at  the  enemy.  In  the 
afternoon  we  were  ordered,  with  the  Tenth  Minnesota,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jennison,  to  gnard  the  train.  We  took 
our  ]>osition  south  of  the  train  in  tlie  woods;  sent  two  companies  on 
picket  and  remained  during  tlie  night  of  the  14th. 

On  the  morning  of  the  IGth  the  enemy  advanced  and  skirmishing- 
commenced  by  our  picikets,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Neel,  Com- 
pany I,  supported  on  the  right  by  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  when  the 
enemy  were  driven  back;  when  ordered  by  Colonel  McMillen  to  change 
our  position  to  that  occupied  by  us  in  the  morning,  where  we  formed 
on  the  right  of  the  Second  Brigade,  with  orders,  if  heavy  firing  was 
heard  in  our  front,  to  move  and  support  Waterhouse's  battery,  where 
we  remained  until  ordered  to  the  extreme  front,  and  took  our  position 


Chap.  LI.]  EXPEDITION  TO  TUPELO,  MISS.  263 

on  the  left  of  tlie  brigade,  when  we  fixed  bayonets  and  ordered,  in  case 
the  enemy  charged  our  lines,  to  move  across  the  road,  and  hold  the  road 
at  all  hazards.  Sent  two  companies  out  as  skirmishers,  under  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Williani  Lamb,  (Jompaiiy  K,  when  the  enemy  opened  fire 
on  us  with  shell,  Avithout  doing  any  damage,  when  1  was  ordered  to 
withdraw  from  the  field.  Captain  Berry,  commanding  One  hundred 
and  fmirteenth  Illinois,  and  myself  were  ordered  to  protect  the  rear, 
my  regiment  being  in  the  extreme  rear,  three  companies  marching  in 
rear  of  Waterhouse's  battery,  the  remainder  of  my  i-eginient  marching 
in  two  ranks  on  each  side  of  the  battery,  in  Avhich  position  we  continued 
until  we  arrived  at  Old  Town  Creek,  my  men  overmuch  fatigued,  it 
being  very  hot  and  dusty.  The  first  intimation  we  had  of  the  enemy 
Avas  a  shell  bursting  in  the  rear  of  our  regiment,  Avhen  A\e  immediately 
formed  in  the  forks  of  the  road,  the  F(mrth  Iowa  Cavalry  fiiUing  back 
and  passing  through  our  line,  saying  that  they  did  not  fight  on  foot, 
when  w^e  were  ordered  forAvard,  crossing  Old  ToAvn  (3reek  four  times 
before  meeting  the  enemy,  Avhicli  Ave  found  on  the  right  of  the  road  in 
a  stubble  field,  Avhen  we  Avere  ordered  to  charge,  AA'hich  we  did,  driving 
the  enemy  before  us,  passing  oA'cr  the  enemy's  dead  and  Avounded  on 
the  field.  Being  considerably  in  advance  of  the  line,  I  discovered  the 
enemy  on  our  left  flank  and  in  front  of  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth 
Illinois.  I  ordered  an  oblique  fire  to  the  left,  the  enemy  falling  back 
on  the  road,  posting  themselves  behind  a  fence  in  our  front,  when  we 
charged  them  and  drove  them  from  their  position,  killing  and  wound- 
ing numbers  of  them  and  taking  a  fcAv  prisoners,  Avhich  were  taken 
charge  of  by  the  Third  loAva  Cavalry,  the  enemy  retreating  in  utter 
confusion,  breaking  their  guns,  pursued  by  our  regiment  until  ordered 
to  halt  by  General  Mower,  at  the  crest  of  the  hill,  no  enemy  to  be  seen 
— our  loss  being  G  men  slightly  wounded  and  (i  sunstruck — ^when  Ave 
were  ordered  into  camji  by  Colonel  McMillen,  Avhere  we  arrived  at 
dark,  both  officers  and  men  being  worn  down  Avith  fatigue,  all  having 
done  their  duty  well. 

On  the  morning  of  the  IGth  took  up  line  of  march  for  La  Grange, 
by  the  Avay  of  Salem,  nothing  of  imiiortance  occurring.  "We  arri\'ed 
at  La  Grange  on  the  21st  and  took  the  cars  for  Memphis  in  the  after- 
noon.   Arrived  at  Memphis  on  the  22d. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

C.  A.  HUBBAED, 
Captain,  Gomdg.  Ninety-third  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Col.  W.  L.  McMillen, 

Gomdg.  First  Brig.,  First  IH vision,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  8. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Sanniel  P.  Jennison,  Tenth  Minnesota  Infantry. 

IlEADQTJAllTEllS  TENTH  MINNESOTA  INFANTRY, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  23, 1864. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command  during  the 
late  expedition  under  Maj.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith  to  Tupelo,  Miss. : 

The  regiment,  which  had  been  detained  upon  provost  duty,  left  La 
Grange  on  the  afternoon  of  the  Sth  instant  to  join  the  rest  of  the 
brigade. 
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On  the  13tli  instant  the  regiment  Avas  formed  to  resist  the  flank  at- 
tack of  the  enemy  made  near  the  creek,  about miles  from  Tupelo, 

on  the  road  thither  from  Pontotoc.  One  company  (Company  F,  Gapt. 
George  T.  White  commanding)  was  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers, 
who  became  engaged  on  the  left  of  the  advanced  line,  and  to  whose 
support  Company  K,  Captain  O'Connor,  was  afterward  dispatched,  but 
the  rest  of  the  regiment  took  no  other  part  than  to  change  position  as 
support  several  times,  and  to  endure  the  harmless  shelling  of  the  en- 
emy's artillery. 

During  the  engagement  of  two  hours  and  a  half,  on  the  14th  instant, 
we  were  on  the  left  of  the  First  Brigade,  which  formed  the  right  of  our 
semicircular  line.  Two  companies,  A  and  E,  were  throughout  absent 
upon  picket  duty.  Company  C,  Captain  Hopson,  was  deployed  to  cover 
our  front,  and  was  often  engaged  with  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy. 
The  regiment,  although  much  exposed,  was  held  in  reserve  until  the 
last  advance  of  the  enemy,  when  Colonel  McMillen  directed  me  to  swing 
my  regiment  around  upon  its  left,  temporarily  disconnecting  its  right 
from  the  rest  of  the  line,  so  as  to  extend  the  line  that  Avas  hitherto  en- 
gaged by  the  length  of  my  battalion.  Their  new  position  was  concealed 
from  the  enemy  by  the  crest  of  a  ridge,  upon  which  Mueller's  battery  of 
Itodman  guns  had  been  doing  excellent  service.  I  awaited  the  enemy 
until  I  was  satisfied  I  could  reach  them  with  the  fire  of  my  riflemen, 
when  the  regiment  rose  as  one  man,  developing  a  line  of  greater  extent 
to  their  left  than  the  enemy  had  yet  seen,  and  gave  them  a  volley,  which 
was  the  last  they  waited  to  receive  that  day.  They  turned  in  utter 
rout  and  our  victorious  line  was  ordered  forward.  Presently  my  regi- 
ment was  recalled  by  order  of  General  Mower.  The  evening  and  night 
following  I  was  ordered  directly  by  Major-General  Smith  to  guard  the 
rear  of  the  train,  the  hospitals,  and  the  road  to  Tupelo,  along  which  it 
was  expected  the  enemy  would  make  an  attempt. 

On  the  15th  the  Tenth  Minnesota  was  again  sent  in  as  a  reserve,  tak- 
ing position  by  the  direct  order  of  General  Mower.  Upon  the  afternoon 
of  that  day,  when  the  enemy  attacked  us  just  as  we  Avere  arriving  in 
camp,  my  regiment  had  been  the  leading  one  on  the  march,  and  Avas 
therefore  the  last  to  receive  the  order  to  return  to  attack  the  enemy. 
The  regiment  returned  immediately,  under  the  guidance  of  a  staff  officer 
of  the  brigade  commander,  but  only  to  be  ordered  to  return  to  camp, 
the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  having  gallantly  driven  the  enemy 
for  about  two  miles. 

I  have  no  other  circumstances  to  mention  wherein  my  regiment  bore 
any  special  part.  Although  commonly  held  in  reserA'e  in  the  engage- 
ment, it  was  often  in  very  trying  positions. 

I  can  only  say  of  the  behavior  of  my  officers  and  men  that  it  is  all  I 
could  desire.  They  promptly  moved  whenever  and  Avherever  ordered, 
and  they  remained  until  ordered  away.  I  had  about  400  men  in  line  on 
the  14th  and  over  500  on  the  15th. 

My  loss  was  1  killed  and  20  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  JENNISON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  Tenth  Minnesota  Infantry. 

OsCAK  Malmros, 

Adjutant- General,  Minnesota. 
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No.  9. 

Report  of  Col.  John  D.  McClure,  Forty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade. 

■    Hdqbs.  Second  Beig.,  Fiust  Div.,  16th  Akmy  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  22, 1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  oper- 
ations of  this  brigade  during  the  late  expedition : 

The  brigade  left  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  on  the  5th  instant,  then  being 
under  command  of  Col.  Alexander  Wilkin,  Ninth  Minnesota  Infantry 
Volunteers,  and  continued  on  during  the  very  hot  weather. 

On  the  13th  instant,  while  on  the  march  from  Pontotoc  to  Tupelo, 
word  was  brought  forward  to  Colonel  Wilkin  that  the  rear  had  been 
attacked,  and  that  the  enemy  were  passing  by  our  brigade  and  occa- 
sionally firing  upon  it  and  the  brigade  teams  from  a  cross-road.  He 
immediately  deployed  the  Eleventh  Missouri  Volunteers  and  Forty-sev- 
enth Illinois  Volunteers,  and  with  them  held  the  road  until  the  train 
had  passed.  Meantime,  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  had  been  formed 
in  line  of  battle,  on  an  open  field  to  the  left  of  the  road  and  facing  to 
the  rear.  This  done  under  orders  from  General  Mower,  and  shortly 
after  moved  back  on  the  road  some  distance,  and  remained  until  the 
train  had  all  passed,  when  we  were  ordered  to  proceed  on  the  march. 
After  going  about  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two  miles  we  heard  heavy  firing 
in  the  front,  and  soon  learned  that  the  First  Brigade  had  been  attacked. 
We  pushed  ahead,  passing  the  ambulances  containing  wounded  brought 
up  from  the  rear.  The  Second  Iowa  Battery  had  been  in  the  advance, 
and  were  now  playing  upon  the  rebels  as  rapidly  as  their  gims  could  be 
loaded,  and,  as  afterward  ascertained,  did  good  execution.  Orders 
soon  came  for  one  regiment  of  the  Second  Brigade  to  enter  the  wood  on 
the  right  of  the  First  Brigade.  The  Ninth  Minnesota  formed  line  and 
entered  the  wood  through  a  corn-field,  but  before  they  had  taken  their 
position  a  force  was  seen  coming  around  between  us  and  the  First  Bri- 
gade, and  so  much  dressed  like  our  own  men  our  fire  was  reserved 
some  time,  as  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  them.  Satisfied  that 
they  were  rebels,  Colonel  Wilkin  directed  the  Ninth  to  fire,  and  so  com- 
pletely surprised  were  the  enemy  that  they  fled  in  the  utmost  confusion, 
leaving  many  killed  and  wounded  on  the  field.  The  Forty-seventh  Illi- 
nois was  now  brought  up,  formed  on  the  right  of  the  Ninth  Minnesota, 
and  together  advanced  until  the  halt  was  ordered  and  they  returned. 
The  detachment  of  the  Fifth  Minnesota  and  Eighth  Wisconsin  had 
been  ordered  to  support  the  Second  Iowa  Battery,  and  did  so  until  word 
was  brought  from  the  First  Brigade  that  they  needed  assistance,  when 
they  were  sent  ahead,  and  rejoined  us  on  the  march.  They  were  not 
placed  forward,  as  the  enemy  had  retreated  when  they  were  brought 
up.  The  Eleventh  Missouri  Infantry  were  held  back  as  a  reserve  until 
General  Mower  ordered  them  into  the  woods  in  rear  of  the  Ninth  Min- 
nesota and  Forty-seventh  Illinois,  but  by  the  time  they  had  taken  their 
position  these  regiments  were  retiring,  and  the  Eleventh  was  ordered 
to  join  them. 

Nothing  further  occurred  until  the  next  day,  when  the  battle  of  Har- 
risburg  was  fought.  The  Second  Brigade  was  held  as  a  reserve,  and 
formed  in  two  hues  immediately  in  rear  of  the  Fourth  Brigade  and  in 
a  valley.  We  were,  while  there,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  guns  of 
the  enemy,  their  shell,  canister,  &c.,  passing  over  the  advanced  forces 
and  exploding  around  us.    The  Forty-seventh  Illinois  and  Eleventh 
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Missouri  were  ordered  out  on  the  right  of  the  train  to  protect  it  from  an 
attack  on  that  side,  and  remained  in  that  powitiou  until  the  following  day. 
It  was  after  placing  these  two  regiments  in  i)osition  that  <jolonel  Wil- 
kin went  forward  to  attend  to  the  half  of  the  brigade,  and  was  killed 
upon  reaching  the  right  of  his  line,  a  minie-ball  passing  through  his 
body  from  the  left  side  to  the  right.  Upon  hearing  of  his  death,  I 
assumed  command  of  the  brigade,  and  after  throwing  out  skirmishers 
in  front  of  the  corral,  and  my  line  on  the  right  of  the  teams,  I  rode  for- 
ward in  time  to  take  out  the  Ninth  Minnesota  and  detachments  of  Fifth 
Minnesota  and  Eighth  Wisconsin,  when  the  rebels  were  driven  back. 
We  remained  in  our  position  that  night,  a  night  attack  being  expected. 
The  Second  Iowa  Battery,  Lieutenant  Eeed  commanding,  had  been 
placed  in  an  exposed  position  during  the  entire  battle,  but  had  kept  up 
their  fire  and  held  their  position  during  the  hottest  of  the  firing  in  a 
manner  most  praiseworthy  and  highly  commendable. 

The  morning  of  the  15th,  while  making  preparations  to  march,  the 
enemy  were  seen  to  be  advancing,  and,  by  order  of  General  Mower,  the 
Fifth  Minnesota  and  Eighth  Wisconsin  and  Ninth  Minnesota  were 
thrown  out  to  the  earth- works  on  the  left  of  the  Third  Brigade,  the  de- 
tachments occupying  the  works,  while  the  Ninth  was  thrown  to  the  left 
and  rear  of  them,  protecting  the  left  flank.  Our  skirmishers  on  the  ex- 
treme left  were  not  driven  in,  but  were  under  very  heavy  fire.  Those 
immediately  in  front  were  driven  in  and  some  sharp  firing  was  kept  up 
until  the  charge  was  ordered,  when  the  rebels  fled  and  only  an  occa- 
sional shot  was  fired.  Meantime,  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  had 
been  ordered  forward  and  placed  in  position  with  the  brigade.  One 
section  of  the  Second  Iowa  Battery  was  brought  forward  also,  and 
shelled  the  rebels  in  their  retreat.  After  remaining  here  some  time,  wo 
were  ordered  to  take  up  the  line  of  march ;  nothing  further  occurred 
during  our  march  to  La  Grange. 

The  behavior  of  both  officers  and  men  of  this  brigade  was  soldierly, 
and  all  orders  were  obeyed  cheerfully  and  promptly.  Much  praise  is  due 
to  them,  and  especially  to  the  Second  Iowa  Battery,  Lieutenant  Eeed 
commanding,  for  the  manner  in  which  his  battery  was  handled  and  with 
good  effect  during  the  entire  engagement. 
Killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  35. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  McCLUEE, 

Colonel,  Comdg.  Second  Brig.,  First  Biv.,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Sample, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  First  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  10. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Josiah  F.  Marsh,  Ninth  Minnesota  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Ninth  Minnesota  Volunteers, 

Mmnphis,  Tenn.,  July  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  regiment  in  the  late  battles  of  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th  instant, 
near  Tupelo,  Miss. : 

On  the  13th  instant,  while  on  the  march  from  Pontotoc  toward  Tupelo, 
late  in  the  afternoon,  the  enemy  in  strong  force  attacked  our  right  flank, 
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with  the  evident  intention  of  capturing  the  trains.  The  first  attack  in 
force  fell  principally  upon  the  First  Division,  which  immediately  pre- 
ceded the  Second  Brigade,  to  whiiih  my  regiment  was  attached.  Upon 
arriving  at  the  point  of  attack  I  was  ordered  by  Col.  Alexander 
Wilkin,  who  was  then  commanding  the  brigade,  to  take  a  position  about 
fifty  rods  to  the  right  of  the  road  to  support  a  battery  that  was  then 
shelling  the  enemy.  A  small  force  of  the  enemy,  thirty  or  forty  in 
number,  soon  appeared  in  my  front,  not  more  than  eight  or  ten  rods 
distant.  We  at  first  took  them  to  be  our  skirmishers  falling  back,  and 
they  evidently  took  us  to  be  a  ])ortion  of  their  own  force.  Consequently, 
our  fire  was  reserved  until  they  were  seen  to  aim  toward  the  battery, 
when  my  men  were  ordered  to  fire.  It  is  believed  that  few,  if  any,  of* 
this  party  escaped.  I  was  immediately  ordered  to  advance,  and  in  pass- 
ing hurriedly  over  the  ground  one  officer  of  my  regiment  counted  17 
dead  and  wounded.  I  advanced  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  when 
orders  came  to  return  to  the  road  and  again  take  up  the  line  of  march. 

On  the  14th  instant  the  enemy  again  attacked  us  in  our  position  in 
large  force  near  Tupelo.  After  a  sanguinary  conflict  of  three  lumrs,  the 
enemy  was  repulsed  with  great  slaughter,  leaving  his  dead  and  wounded 
in  our  possession.  During  the  engagement  my  regiment  was  held  in 
reserve,  forming  a  part  of  the  fourth  line,  but  so  hot  was  the  enemy's 
fire  at  this  point,  that,  although  my  men  were  lying  flat  on  the  ground, 
I  had  1  man  killed  and  5  wounded.  In  this  engagement  Col.  Alexander 
Wilkin  was  killed.  At  10  a.  m.,  as  the  enemy  retired,  an  advance  was 
ordered.  My  regiment  was  placed  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line.  We 
advanced  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  but  as  the  enemy  only 
threw  a  few  shells,  and  then  left  the  field  altogether,  the  troops  were 
ordered  back  to  their  old  position,  where  they  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

On  the  15th  instant  the  enemy  attacked  the  First  Division.  After 
driving  in  the  cavalry  that  had  been  sent  out  to  cover  our  move- 
ments, the  Third  Division  and  train  having  already  moved  out,  my  reg- 
iment was  ordered  into  position  on  the  left  of  the  line,  and  Company  K, 
Lieutenant  Capon  commanding,  thrown  out  as  skirmishers.  After  a 
sharp  engagement  by  a  portion  of  the  troops,  the  entire  line  was  ordered 
to  advance.  We  advanced  about  one  mile  in  line  of  battle,  a  part  of  the 
way  through  a  dense  thicket,  the  enemy  taking  good  care  to  keej)  out  of 
range  of  our  musketry.  This  advanced  position  was  held  for  an  hour 
or  two,  our  batteries  during  the  time  shelling  the  enemy,  when  orders 
were  received  to  fall  back  and  take  up  the  line  of  march,  following  the 
Third  Brigade  and  train. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command  was  commenda- 
ble during  all  of  these  engagements,  especially  on  the  14th,  when  we 
were  held  so  long  in  reserve  under  the  enemy's  fire.  The  leaden  hail 
fell  thick  and  fast  in  and  about  my  ranks  for  over  two  hours,  yet  not  a 
man  moved  from  his  place  without  orders.  Where  all  behaved  so  well 
it  would  be  unjust  to  particularize. 

Casualties.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  MAESH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Ninth  Minnesota  Volunteers. 

Col.  J.  D.  McCluee, 

Comdg.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 

*  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  1  officer  and  1  enlisted  man  killed  and  5  enlisted 
men  wounded. 
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No.  11. 

Report  of  Col.  Joseph  J.  Woods,  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry,  commanding 

Third  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.  July  23,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  Third  Brigade  in  the  late  expedition  in  Mississippi : 

This  brigade  moved  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  with  the  Right  Wing  of 

the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  day  of  July,  and 

entered  Pontotoc,  Miss.,  on  the  evening  of  the  11th  of  July,  and  again 

'marched  from  that  place  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  July.    Up  to  this 

time  had  not  been  engaged  with  the  enemy. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  of  July  we  were  on  the  march  from  Ponto- 
toc to  Tupelo  in  the  following  order:  The  Thirty -fifth  Iowa  in  advance, 
and  immediately  behind  the  brigade  train  of  the  Second  Brigade;  the 
Thirty-third  Missouri  in  front  of  the  supply  train,  the  Seventh  Minnesota 
and  Twelfth  Iowa  on  the  flanks  of  the  train.  At  3  p.  m.  a  volley  was  fired 
intfl  the  brigade  train  of  the  Second  Brigade  and  immediately  in  front 
of  the  Thirty-fifth  Iowa.  That  regiment  was  immediately  formed  in 
line  of  battle  and  skirmishers  thrown  forward,  but  the  force  which  fired 
from  this  point,  and  which  seems  to  have  been  a  small  one,  fled.  Soon 
after  this  first  volley  the  enemy  opened  in  heavy  force  on  the  right  flank 
of  the  Seventh  Minnesota  and  Twelfth  Iowa,  who  soon  became  hotly 
engaged  with  the  enemy.  After  a  sharp  fight  we  not  only  repulsed  the 
enemy,  but  drove  him  from  the  field.  During  this  action  Surg.  L.  B. 
Smith,  of  the  Seventh  Minnesota,  an  excellent  officer,  was  killed.  The 
Seventh  Minnesota  had  1  officer  killed  and  14  men  wounded.  In  the 
Twelfth  Iowa  Capt.  C.  L.  Sumbardo,  a  good  officer,  was  wounded,  and 
that  regiment  had  also  1  man  killed,  11  men  wounded,  and  1  man  miss- 
ing. The  same  day  the  Thirty-third  Missouri  had  2  men  wounded. 
Total  loss  this  day,  1  officer  killed,  1  officer  wounded,  1  man  killed 
and  27  men  wounded  and  1  man  missing. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  July  this  army  had  taken  a  position  near 
Tupelo,  Miss.  The  brigade  was  disposed  in  the  following  order:  On 
the  right  the  Thirty-fifth  Iowa,  then  the  Thirty-third  Missouri,  then  the 
Twelfth  Iowa,  the  left  of  the  Twelfth  Iowa  resting  on  the  Pontotoc 
road.  The  Seventh  Minnesota  was  placed  in  reserve  in  rear  of  the 
line.  At  9  o'clock  the  enemy  in  heavy  force  advanced  upon  our  line, 
and  attacked  us  warmly  with  artillery  and  musketry.  Our  men  with- 
out once  wavering  returned  the  fire.  A  fierce  engagement  was  kept  up 
for  three  hours,  when  our  whole  brigade  charged  the  enemy,  driving 
him  from  the  field  and  getting  possession  of  his  killed  and  wounded, 
who  lay  thick  upon  the  field.  We  also  captured  at  this  time  several 
prisoners,  audi  stand  of  colors,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Thirty- 
third  Missouri.  We  remained  in  our  advanced  position  until  it  became 
evident  the  enemy  Avas  not  likely  to  attack  soon  again,  when  we  returned 
to  oui'  original  position.  During  this  attack  the  Twelfth  Iowa  exhausted 
their  ammunition.  The  Seventh  Minnesota  relieved  them  until  in  turn 
the  ammunition  of  the  Seventh  Minnesota  became  exhausted.  During 
this  action  the  Twelfth  Iowa  had  an  excellent  officer,  Lieut.  A.  A.  Bur  dick, 
killed.  The  Twelfth  Iowa  lost  during  the  day  C  men  killed  and  39  men 
wounded.  The  Seventh  Minnesota  lost  7  men  killed,  1  officer  wounded, 
and  33  men  wounded.  The  Thirty-third  Missouri  lost  1  officer  wounded, 
1  man  killed,  and  17  men  wounded.  The  Thirty-fifth  Iowa  lost  3  men 
killed  and  33  men  wounded. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  July  the  Thirty-third  Missouri  and 
Seventh  Minnesota  were  in  line  on  the  right  of  the  Pontotoc  road,  the 
Twelfth  Iowa  and  Thirty-fifth  Iowa  on  the  left  of  said  road,  all  behind 
temporary  breast- works.  In  this  position  the  brigade  was  ordered  to 
remain  concealed  and  to  reserve  their  fire  until  the  enemy  arrived  to 
within  fifty  yards  of  our  lines.  The  enemy  advancing  opened  a  warm 
fire  on  us,  but  at  length  it  becoming  evident  that  he  would  not  charge 
our  lines  or  advance  to  the  prescribed  distance,  a  charge  was  ordered 
by  the  general  commanding  the  division.  The  men  charged  with  a 
will,  when  the  enemy  fled  ijrecipitately.  During  the  action  we  lost 
from  the  Twelfth  Iowa,  1  man  killed  and  2  men  wounded ;  in  Seventh 
Minnesota,  1  officer  killed  and  4  men  Avounded;  in  the  Thirty -third 
Missouri,  1  man  killed  and  14  men  wounded;  in  the  Thirty-fifth  Iowa, 
1  man  killed.  The  heat  was  intense  and  there  were  some  cases  of  sun- 
stroke. 

During  these  various  actions  the  regimental  commanders.  Colonel 
Hill,  Thirty-fifth  Iowa;  Colonel  Marshall,  Seventh  Minnesota;  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Heath,  Thirty-third  Missouri;  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Stibbs,  Twelfth  Iowa  Volunteers,  displayed  the  utmost  coolness  and 
bravery,  and  discharged  all  their  duties  with  alacrity.  In  this  they 
were  well  sustained  by  the  field  and  line  offtcers  of  their  command, 
whilst  the  men  proved  themselves  worthy  of  the  highest  praise  for 
their  heroic  conduct.  Acting  Brigade  Surg.  S.  W.  Huff  was  very 
faithful  and  efficient  in  his  duties  with  the  wounded. 

I  return  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  my  staff,  Lients.  H.  Hoover, 
N.  E.  Duncan,  E.  M.  Eeed,  and  L.  F.  Creitz  for  the  aid  they  rendered 
me  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  though  at  times  I  was  deficient 
in  aid  on  the  field  in  consequence  of  staff  officers  being  physically 
unable  to  perform  the  needed  services. 

During  these  various  actions  the  brigade  lost:  Officers — killed,  3; 
wounded,  3.  Enlisted  men — killed,  21;  wounded,  167;  missing,  3. 
Total  loss,  197. 

At  2  p.  m.  of  the  15th  of  July  the  brigade  moved  out  on  the  EUistown 
road,  going  into  camp  at  5  p.  m.,  about  six  miles  from  the  battle-field. 
With  no  further  engagement  with  the  enemy  we  arrived  at  La  Grange, 
Tenn.,  July  21, 1864. 

Besides  this  loss  in  the  above  actions  the  following  casualties  occurred 
during  the  expedition :  July  8,  in  Thirty- third  Missouri,  1  enlisted  man 
wounded  by  accident  (since  died);  in  Thirty-fifth  Iowa,  1  enlisted  man 
wounded  by  accident;  July  20,  in  Seventh  Minnesota,  1  man  wounded 
by  accident,  and  1  man  missing  on  the  march  since  July  11. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

J.  J.  WOODS, 
Colonel,  Gommandinff  Brigade. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Sample, 

Asut.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  12. 

Report  of  lAeut.  Col.  John  H.  Stibbs,  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Hdqes.  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry  Veteran  Vols., 

La  Grange,  Tenn.,  July  21,  1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
action  taken  by  the  Twelfth  Eegiment  Iowa  Infantry  Veteran  Volun- 
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teers  in  the  actious  near  Tupelo,  Miss.,  on  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th  in- 
stant : 

On  the  13th  instant,  at  about  2  p.  m.,  while  marcliing  as  guard  for  the 
supply  train  and  support  for  Mueller's  Sixth  Indiana  Battery,  we  Avere 
heavily  attacked  on  our  right  flank  by  Mabry's  Mississippi  brigade,  at 
a  point  on  the  road  where  the  timber  and  iiuderbrusli  were  so  dense  as 
to  make  it  almost  impossible  to  maneuver  the  men.  Having  learned  by 
my  flankers  the  point  at  which  the  enemy  were  striking,  I  moved  my 
command  so  as  to  meet  their  front  fairly,  and  then  as  nearly  as  possible 
concealed  my  men  in  the  brush  and  awaited  the  attack.  We  allowed 
the  enemy  to  advance  without  firing  a  shot  until  within  twenty  paces, 
Avhen  we  suddenly  poured  a  sweeping  volley  full  in  their  ranks.  This 
threw  them  into  confusion,  and  altera  sharp  fight  of  twenty  minutes  we 
drove  them  from  our  front  with  heavy  loss.  Their  colors  were  left  on 
the  ground,  but  we  failed  to  secure  them  as  we  were  compelled  to  march 
to  support  the  battery.  They  were  subsequently  picked  up  by  the  Four- 
teenth Wisconsin  Infantry.  Our  loss  during  tliis  action  was  1  man 
killed,  1  officer  and  11  men  wounded,  and  1  man  missing. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant,  at  Tupelo,  in  accordance  with  in- 
structions from  your  headquarters,  I  posted  my  command  on  the  right 
of  the  Pontotoc  road,  forming  the  extreme  left  of  the  First  Division,  and 
was  supported  by  the  Seventh  Minnesota  Infantry.  In  front  of  and 
running  parallel  with  our  line  was  a  heavy  rail  fence,  which  we  threw 
down  in  such  a  manner  as  to  form  a  good  protection  against  small-arms. 
My  regiment  was  the  first  to  receive  the  enemy's  attack,  and  we  held 
our  jjosition,  under  a  heavy  fire,  for  about  two  hours,  when  our  ammu- 
nition became  exhausted;  we  were  ordered  to  the  rear,  and  our  place 
taken  by  the  Seventh  Minnesota  Infantry.  Oomi)anies  E  and  H  having 
been  furnished  with  ammunition  were  allowed  to  remain  at  the  front, 
and  were  thus  kept  constantly  engaged  during  the  entire  action.  After 
a  rest  of  about  forty-five  minutes,  and  receiving  a  fresh  supply  of  am- 
munition, we  again  moved  forward  and  took  position  in  front,  where  we 
remained  until  ordered  to  charge,  when  we  moved  forward  on  the  double- 
quick,  driving  the  enemy  from  our  front  and  capturing  a  number  of 
prisoners.  Our  loss  during  the  day  was  1  officer  and  6  men  killed  and 
39  men  wounded.  We  consumed  during  the  engagement  over  100  rounds 
of  ammunition  per  man.  The  men  of  my  command  behaved  nobly,  and 
as  an  evidence  of  the  cool,  deliberate,  and  accurate  manner  in  which  our 
fire  was  delivered,  I  would  refer  you  to  the  great  number  of  the  enemy's 
dead  that  were  strewn  in  front  of  the  line  occupied  by  my  regiment. 
Lieut.  A.  A.  Burdick,  acting  regimental  quartermaster,  who  was  killed, 
had  been  ordered  to  the  rear  with  his  train ;  but  after  seeing  his  wagons 
properly  parked,  he  came  to  the  front  and  volunteered  to  assist  in  bring- 
ing forward  ammunition.  \Miilethus  engaged  he  was  struck  by  a  shell 
and  instantly  killed. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant  my  regiment  was  assigned  a  posi- 
tion to  the  left  of  the  Pontotoc  road,  and  formed  the  left  center  of  the 
brigade  line.  We  had  a  substantial  breast- work  of  cotton  bales  formed 
in  our  front,  which  served  as  an  admirable  protection  against  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters.  We  took  full  part  in  the  fight  and  charge  of  the  day, 
losing  1  man  killed  and  3  wounded. 

Our  loss  during  the  three  days'  fighting  was  1  officer  and  8  men  killed, 
1  officer  and  54  men  wounded,  and  1  man  missing. 

My  command  numbered  in  the  first  day's  fight  295  muskets,  on  the 
second  day  250,  and  on  the  third  day  about  200. 
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I  cannot  cousisteutly  make  ])articu]ar  iiieiitiou  of  auy  members  of  the 
regiment  as  every  man  was  at  his  post  and  all  conducted  themselves  in 
a  creditable  manner. 
I  inclose  herewith  a  list  of  the  casualties  for  the  three  days. 
1  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  STIBBS, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Gomdg.  Twelfth  Iowa  Veteran  Volunteer  Infty. 
Lieut.  H.  Hoover, 

Act<j.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps. 


No.  13. 

Report  of  Col.  Sylvester  G.  Hill,  Thirty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Headquakteks  Thiety-fifth  Iowa  Infantry, 

La  Grange,  Tenn.,  July  21,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  tlie  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Thirty-flfth  Regiment  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry  for  July  13, 
14,  and  15: 

The  regiment  being  in  the  advance  of  the  brigade  on  the  13th,  I 
was  ordered  to  guard  the  Second  Brigade  teams.  At  4.30  p.  m.  we  re- 
ceived a  volley  of  musketry  from  the  enemy  on  our  right  flank.  1  imme- 
diately halted  the  regiment  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  sent  for- 
ward a  line  of  skirmishers  some  500  yards  in  advance  of  the  regiment. 
The  enemy  had  retreated.  After  waiting  some  fifteen  minutes  I  returned 
to  the  road  and  started  on  with  the  train.  I  was  immediately  ordered  by 
General  Mower  to  fall  back  and  occupy  my  former  position  in  the  tim- 
ber. In  a  few  minutes  I  was  ordered  to  move  down  the  road  about  half 
a  mile.  Soon  after  I  received  orders  to  move  up  the  road  as  guard  to 
the  Sixth  Indiana  Battery.    No  casualties  during  the  day. 

On  the  14th  1  was  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  right  of  the  brigade 
to  support  the  Second  Iowa  Battery ;  we  occupied  this  x)Osition  until  9.30 
a.  m.,  when  we  received  a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy.  Then  I  received 
orders  to  advance  in  line  of  battle  on  the  enemy.  After  advancing  some 
500  yards  we  halted,  where  we  found  many  dead  and  wounded  rebels, 
also  a  large  number  of  arms,  which  we  destroyed.     At  10.15  a.  m. 

I  received  orders  to  move  oif  by  the  left  flank  and  retire  to  (mr  former 
position,  leaving  companies  K  and  C  as  skirmishers.  Killed,  4; 
wounded,  22. 

On  the  15th  I  received  orders  to  take  a  position  on  the  left  of  the 
Twelfth  Iowa  in  rear  of  a  barricade  thrown  up  by  the  Third  Division. 
Kemained  in  this  position  till  9.30  a.  m.,  when  we  were  ordered  to  fix 
bayonets  and  charge  the  enemy,  which  was  done  in  earnest  by  the  men 
and  officers,  but  no  enemy  was  found  in  force.  After  advfinciug  some 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  1  was  ordered  to  halt  and  rest  the  men.    At 

II  a.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  retire  and  take  my  regular  position  in  the 
brigade.  Killed,  1 ;  wounded,  10.  The  following  is  the  list  of  casual- 
ties for  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th  of  July,  1864.* 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  HILL, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Begiment. 
Lieut.  Henry  Hoover, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

'Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  5  enlisted  men  killed  and  32  enlisted  men  wounded; 
total,  37, 
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No.  14. 

Report  of  Col..  William  B.  Marshall,  Seventh  Minnesota  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Seventh  Eegt.  Minnesota  Infantry  Vols., 

La  Grange,  Tenn.,  July  22,  1864.. 

LiEXJlENANT :  I  have  the  houor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  performed  by  the  Seventh  Regiment  Minnesota  Infantry  Volun- 
teers in  late  actions  near  Tupelo,  Miss. : 

About  3  p.  m.  on  the  13th  the  enemy  attacked  the  right  flank  of  our 
column  oil  the  Pontotoc  and  Tujielo  road.  The  Seventh  Minnesota  was 
engaged  successfully  in  repelling  this  attack.  We  were  marching  by 
the  left  flank  on  the  right  of  the  road,  covering  the  supply  train.  The 
left  two  companies.  Captains  Kennedy  and  Stevens,  opi)osite  head  of 
supply  train,  kept  on  with  the  train  as  it  was  hurried  forward.  The  re- 
maining eight  companies  were  formed  in  line  near  the  road,  taking  cover 
momentarily  behind  a  fence,  and  opened  lire  on  the  enemy.  Captain 
O'Donnell,  of  General  Mower's  staff,  rode  up  and  ordered  the  regiment 
to  advance  and  drive  the  enemy  back.  This  was  promptly  done,  the 
line  charging  at  double-quick  across  an  old  field.  The  ground  was  in 
part  covered  by  bushes  that  marked  the  course  of  a  dry  brook.  We 
dislodged  the  enemy  on  the  left  from  cover  of  this  copse  and  on  the 
right  from  a  hill  that  commanded  the  road,  and  drove  him  out  of  range 
of  the  road  into  the  woods  beyond  the  field.  Captain  O'Donnell  at  one 
time  ordered  the  right  of  the  line  to  fall  back,  but  subsequently  ad- 
vanced it  again.  We  held  our  advanced  position  until  the  train  passed 
and  we  were  ordered  to  return  and  move  on  to  Tupelo.  The  enemy 
had  entirely  withdrawn  from  our  front  before  we  returned  to  road. 
The  regiment  and  the  service  sustained  a  heavy  loss  in  the  death  of 
Surg.  Lucius  B.  Smith,  who  was  instantly  killed  by  the  first  volley  from 
the  enemy.    We  lost  14  men  wounded  in  this  aifair. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  when  the  battle  opened  at  Harrisburg, 
my  regiment,  except  two  companies,  was  placed  in  the  second  line,  in 
the  edge  of  the  woods  on  the  west  front  of  our  camp  or  army  position. 
My  right  two  companies  (Captain  Banks  and  Lieutenant  Hoag)  were 
placed  in  the  first  line,  on  the  left  of  Twelfth  Iowa,  the  left  of  both  lines 
resting  oh  the  Pontotoc  and  Tupelo  road,  the  right  joining  the  Thirty- 
third  Missouri  and  Thirty-fifth  Iowa  (which  lay  at  right  angles  fronting 
north -north  west).  With  the  Twelfth  Iowa  Captain  Banks'  and  Lieuten- 
ant Hoag's  companies  were  advanced  to  the  fence,  on  rise  of  ground  a 
few  rods  in  front  of  original  position,  and  engaged  the  enemy,  Avho  in 
heavy  force  and  with  terrible  fire  was  advancing  upon  us.  These  com- 
Ijanies  fought  throughout  the  day  with  the  gallant  Twelfth  Iowa.  When 
the  ammunition  of  the  first  line  was  exhausted  my  eight  companies  (the 
second  line)  advanced  and  relieved  them.  Many  of  the  noble  boys 
of  the  Twelfth  Iowa  remained  on  the  line,  whose  fire,  added  to  my  full 
line,  swelled  the  volume  of  musketry  on  our  side.  Within  fifteen  min- 
utes after  my  line  opened  fire  that  of  the  enemy  perceptibly  slackened, 
but  did  not  for  a  moment  intermit  during  the  ftiU  hour  that  we  fought 
them.  My  men  went  in  with  forty  rounds  of  ammunition.  When  this 
began  to  fail  I  got  up  a  fresh  supply.  The  miserable  quality  of  the 
powder  caused  the  guns  to  foul,  so  that  many  became  unserviceable, 
the  balls  sticking  half  way  down.  We  had  fired  fifty  to  sixty  rounds 
when  the  Twelfth  Iowa  and  my  two  right  companies  in  turn  relieved 
us.  We  retired  not  over  five  rods.  Soon  after  we  charged  forward 
across  the  field  with  the  Twelfth  Iowa,  the  latter  obliquing  to  the  left, 
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my  line  to  the  right.  The  enemy's  dead  were  strewn  thick  on  the  field 
before  us.  His  hne  had  fallen  bacli,  and  after  we  had  advanced  a  third 
of  a  mile,  and  remained  perhaps  an  hour,  we  returned.  We  built  a  bet- 
ter breast-Avork,  which  did  us  good  service  the  next  day,  out  of  the  old 
fence  behind  which  Ave  had  fought.  Two  companies,  B  and  F,  were 
sent  out  in  our  front  half  a  mile  as  a  picket.  These  were  relieved  at 
night  by  Companies  D,  A,  and  C.  The  remaining  companies  occupied 
the  line  of  breast- works  the  remainder  of  the  day  and  night  of  the  14th 
and  duringthe  attack  of  the  15th,  constituting  the  first  lineof  our  brigade. 
When  the  enemy  drove  in  our  cavalry  the  morning  of  15th  and  ad- 
vanced upon  us  we  were  ordered  to  fix  bayonets  and  reserve  flro  until 
the  enemy  should  get  within  fifty  yards,  then  to  rise  up,  fire,  and 
charge  ujjon  him.  The  enemy  came  to  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  20O  yards 
in  front  of  us,  from  under  cover  of  which  and  the  Avoods  on  our  right 
and  the  trees  bordering  the  road  on  our  left,  for  about  three-quarters 
of  an  hour,  he  poured  a  heavy  lire  uj)on  us.  The  men  lay  close  to  the 
ground  behind  our  low  breast-Avorks  and  were  protected.  It  became 
evident  that  the  enemy  would  not  advance  farther,  and  we  Avere  ordered, 
Avith  the  entire  brigade,  to  charge  out  on  him.  This  was  done  Avith  a 
shout,  but  the  enemy  got  out  of  the  Avay  faster  than  vre  could  pursue. 
The  line  halted  half  a  mile  out,  and  Compaiues  E  and  I  of  my  regi- 
ment advanced  as  skirmishers.  Lieutenant  Hardy,  commanding  Com- 
pany E,  a  most  gallant  felloAv,  was  killed  in  this  skirmish  line.  The 
enemy  had  AA^thdraAvn,  and  we  Avere  ordered  to  join  the  column  that 
had  then  taken  up  the  line  of  march  on  the  return.  The  regiment  was 
not  again  under  tire.  The  fire  of  my  right  companies,  E  and  I,  cut 
doAvn  a  flag  of  the  enemy  that  was  picked  up  by  the  Thirty-third  Mis- 
souri, the  latter  first  passing  over  the  ground  to  my  right  where  the 
flag  lay. 

I  gladly  testify  to  the  fli'mness  and  courage  of  every  officer  and  man 
of  the  regiment.  My  acknowledgments  are  specially  due  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Bradley,  Major  Burt,  and  Adjutant  Trader  (the  latter  disabled 
by  sunstroke  in  the  charge  on  14th)  for  gallant  and  eflicient  service  on 
the  field.  Surgeons  Ames  and  Mattock  were  active  and  faithful  in  per- 
formance of  their  appropriate  duties.  Eegimeutal  Quartermaster  Bol- 
com  brought  forAvard  ammunition,  rendering  every  necessary  serAdce  in 
his  line.    Chaplain  EdAvards  was  diligent  in  caring  for  the  wounded. 

A  report  of  casualties  has  heretofore  been  furnished  you,  viz,  2  offi- 
cers and  7  men  killed,  52  enlisted  men  wounded  (1  since  died),  and  1 
missing  in  action.  On  outward  march,  July  11, 1  man  Avas  missing,  and 
on  return  march,  July  20, 1  man  severely  wounded  by  accidental  dis- 
charge of  gun,  making  total  casualties  on  expedition  64. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  E.  MAESHALL, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Seventh  Minnesota  Infantry. 

Lieut.  H.  Hooter, 

Actff.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps. 


No.  15. 
Eeport  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Heath,  Thirty-third  Missouri  Infantry. 

Headquakteks  Thirty-Thikd  Missouri  Volunteers, 

La  Grange,  Tenn.,  July  21, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  ])art  taken 
by  the  Thirty-third  Missouri  Infantry  in  the  skirmish  of  the  13th  iu- 
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stant  and  tLe  battles  of  the  14tli  and  IStli  instant,  at  and  near  Tui)elo, 
Miss.: 

On  tlie  morning  of  the  13tli  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  move  in 
rear  of  Thirty-fifth  Iowa,  and  Avas  followed  by  the  Seventh  Minnesota 
and  Twelfth  Iowa,  the  two  latter  being  disposed  npon  the  flank  of  the 
general  supply  train.  During  the  forenoon  the  train  of  Third  Brigade 
was  ordered  to  move  between  the  Thirty-fifth  Iowa  and  Thirty-third 
Missouri,  and  I  )  eceived  orders  to  hold  my  regiment  in  readiness  to 
repel  an  attack  of  the  enemy  u])(m  the  right  flank.  Shortly  afterward 
an  attack  was  made  upon  the  Thirty-tiftli  Iowa  in  front  of  me,  and  that 
regiment  charged  the  enemy  at  once,  driving  him  from  the  position  he 
had  assumed.  Immediately  afterward  another  body  of  the  enemy  at- 
tacked the  Seventh  Minnesota  and  Twelfth  Iowa  directly  in  my  rear, 
but  not  apparently  in  great  force.  I  immediately  ordered  Comi)any  C, 
Captain  Campbell,  out  to  skirmish  the  woods  upon  the  right  flank,  and 
while  arranging  to  meet  an  attack  on  my  line,  or  to  move  back  to  sup- 
port, if  necessary,  tlie  regiments  of  the  brigade  engaged,  I  received 
orders  fi'om  Colonel  Woods,  commanding  brigade,  to  move  forward  at 
once  with  the  train,  this  order  being  succeeded  directly  by  an  order  to 
move  double-quick  and  get  the  train  as  far  on  as  possible.  I  had 
moved  less  than  half  a  mile  when  orders  overtook  me  to  halt  by  the 
roadside  and  allow  the  train  to  pass,  this  order  being  succeeded  by  an- 
other to  move  back  double-quick  to  the  aid  of  the  brigade.  This  last 
order  was  countermanded  before  there  was  time  to  execute  it,  and  I  was 
again  ordered  to  move  forward.  Arriving  at  a  line  of  battle  composed 
of  troops  of  the  Second  Brigade,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Mower, 
commanding  division,  to  move  into  position  on  the  right  of  Second  Bri- 
gade. Afterward,  when  the  column  again  moved  forward,  I  was  ordered 
to  report  back  to  Third  Brigade.  No  further  attack  Avas  made  during 
the  march  npon  my  portion  of  the  line.  Casualties  reported  this  day : 
Wounded,  1 ;  missing,  1 ;  total,  2. 

On  the  nioruing  of  14th  instant,  at  about  7  o'clock,  I  received  orders 
to  form  the  regiment  in  rear  of  Seventh  Minnesota,  at  right  angles  with 
the  line  of  that  regiment,  and  act  as  a  reserve.  At  about  8  o'clock  the 
enemy  made  a  general  attack  upon  our  lines,  moA'ing  a  strong  line  to 
attack  a  commanding  position  on  my  right,  held  by  the  Fourth  Brigade, 
evidently  designing  to  turn  our  right  and  gain  possession  of  the  main 
road  in  our  rear.  My  line  was  at  right  angles  with  the  line  of  Fourth 
Brigade,  and  completely  enflladed  the  advancing  force  of  the  enemy, 
which  was  permitted  to  come  within  short  range,  when  I  opened  fire 
from  cover  simultaneously  with  Fourth  Brigade,  mymeu  lying  flat  upon 
the  gTound  and  suft'ering  but  slight  loss.  The  enemy  was  effectually 
broken  by  the  concentrated  tire,  and  fled  in  confusion,  our  fire  follow- 
ing them  for  from  500  to  700  yards.  In  a  very  few  minutes  a  new  and 
much  stronger  line  Avas  observed  forming  in  front  of  the  same  iiosition, 
and  notwithstanding  this  line  Avas  Avithin  short  range  of  our  artillery 
and  constantly  shelled  from  the  time  it  Avas  developed,  it  completed  its 
formation  and  advanced  to  the  assault  in  gallant  style.  As  before,  our 
musketry  fire  AVas  held  until  the  enemy  came  to  Avithin  200  or  300  yards, 
when  several  volleys  Avere  delivered  Avith  excellent  effect,  followed  by 
a  general  charge  of  our  entire  line.  The  enemy's  last  line  Avas  destroyed, 
and  he  retreated  in  the  greatest  confusion,  leaving,  his  dead  and 
wounded  on  the  field.  In  this  charge  Capt.  William  J.  McKee,  com- 
manding Company  D,  AA^as  ordered  to  deploy  his  company  as  skir- 
mishers to  cover  a  gap  left  betAveen  the  Twelfth  loAva  aud  Thirty-third 
Missouri,  and  came  upon  a  party  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  whom 
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he  charged  and  drove  from  cover,  killing  and  Avonnding  several  of  them, 
and  capturing  n.  rebel  color  (supposed  to  have  belonged  to  the  SixtJi 
Mississipj»i),  which  tlie  enemy  ^^ere  eiideavcnung  to  recover  from  the 
hand  of  their  dead  color  bearer.  Casualties  of  the  regiment:  Killed,  1 ; 
wounded,  18;  total,  19. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  1  received  oiders  to  form  the  same 
front  as  on  the  14th,  but  about  KM)  yaids  to  the,  left  of  my  previous 
position,  and  to  reserve  tire  until  the  enemy  arrived  within  lifty 
yards.  At  about  9.30  a.  m.  the  cavalry,  who  liad  been  skirmishing 
in  our  front,  retired  to  the  rear  of  our  lines,  lollowed  by  the  enemy's 
skirmishers,  who  took  advantn,geous  ])ositions  at  75  aiid  lOO  yards, 
and  kept  up  a  continual  fire  upon  such  of  our  men  as  were  exi)()sed, 
their  main  line  advancing  to  position  for  a.  charge  under  their  <;over.' 
At  this  moment  a  heavy  volley  from  the  Fourth  Brigade,  which  occu- 
pied the  same  position  to  my  line  as  on  the  ])r(>.vious  day,  gave  warning 
of  our  strength  and  position  to  the  enemy,  who  imniediateiy  commen(;cd 
to  withdraw  his  main  line,  at  the  same  tinu^,  ailvaucing  his  skirmishers, 
who  oiicned  a  hotter  lire  than  before.  Perceiving  that  the  main  line 
would  not  come  to  within  the  prescribed  distance  (tilty  yards),  I  imme- 
diately ordered  three  sharpshooters  from  each  com]iany  of  the  regiment 
to  reply  to  the  eiiemy's  skirmishers  (whose  lire  had  already  killed  and 
wounded  7  of  my  men),  and  thus  succeeded  in  a  few  moments  in  silenc- 
ing and  driving  them  back,  killing  and  wounding  more  than  double 
the  number  I  had  lost.  As  the  enemy's  skirmishers  retired  a  general 
charge  of  our  line  was  ordered,  and  the  enemy  driven  from  the  field  in 
great  confusion,  after  suffering  heavy  loss.  Casualties  in  the  regiment: 
Killed,  1;  wounded,  14;  total,  15  (2  wounded  since  died).  Kecapitula- 
tion:  Killed,  2;  woimded,  33;  missing,  1;  total,  36. 

I  desire  especially  to  connnend  the  indomitable  (;heerfulness  and 
gallantry  of  both  officers  and  men  diiring  the  entire  ex])edition,  endur- 
ing the  hardships  of  a  most  fatiguing  march,  five  days  of  the  time  upon 
one-third  rations,'  and  making  charges  upon  dou.ble-quick  for  several 
hundred  yards  under  a  broiling  midday  sun.  Their  gallantry  in  battle 
also  deserves  especial  mention,  for  they  faithfully  obeyed  every  order, 
not  least  among  which  was  that  to  reserve  their  fire  when  their  com- 
rades were  falling  among  them  from  the  cowardly  fire  of  the  enemy's 
lurking  sharpshooters.    Every  otiicer  present  did  Ids  whole  duty. 

In  order  that  credit  may  fall  where  it  is  due,  I  give  the  name  and 
command  of  each:  Maj.  George  W.  "Van  Beek,  Adjt.  S.  Edward  Day, 
Surg.  A.  T.  Bartlett,  operating  surgeon  at  division  hospital;  Asst.  Surg. 
M.  Kile,  on  duty  Mitli  Thirty-fifth  Iowa;  Quartermaster  L.  Armstrong, 
in  charge  of  train  and  ammunition;  A.  J.  Campbell,  captain  Company 
C,  commanding  comjiany;  William  J.  McKee,  captain  Company  D, 
commanding  company;  George  H.  Tracy,  captain  Company  I,  com- 
manding company;  Elias  S.  Schenck,  ca])tain  Company K,  commanding 
company;  Henry  Eose,  captain  Company  H,  cojnmanding  company; 
Henry  H.  Knowlton,  first  lieutenant  Company  K,  commanding  Com- 
])any  B;  Henry  Cochran,  first  lieutenant  Company  H,  commanding 
Company  A;  Thomas  Ilutledge,  first  lieutenant  Company  G,  command- 
ing company;  Charles  L.  Draper,  first  lieutenant  Company  E,  com- 
manding company;  Edgar  L.  Allen,  second  lieutenant  Company  E, 
commanding  company;  Isaac  S.  Coe,  first  lieutenant  Company  I,  slightly 
Avounded  on  14th  instant,  but  rejoined  his  com])any  before  the  charge 
was  jnade;  Commissary  Sergt.  J.  WiUiaui  Wells,  active  in  stipplying 
ammunition.    Every  non-commissioned  oflicer  and  private  present  with 
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the  regiment  during  the  battles  did  good  and  meritorious  service. 
Several  cases  of  sunstroke  occurred  during  the  battles  of  14th  and  15th, 
which  prostrated  the  sufferers  during  the  remainder  of  the  march. 

For  a  full  list  of  casualties,  1  would  refer  you  to  the  list  sent  in  imme- 
diately after  the  lights.* 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  HEATH, 
Lietitenant-Gohncl,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Lieut.  Henry  Hoover, 

Actg.  Asst.  A(Jjt.  Gen.,  Third  Brigade,  First  Division. 


No.  10. 


Report  of  Col.  Lyman  M.  Ward,  Fourteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  com- 
manding Fourth  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Fourtu  Brio.,  First  Div.,  IGtii  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  24,  1864. 

Captain:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  command  in  the  recent  expedition  to  Tupelo: 

The  Fourth  Brigade,  consisting  of  the  Fourteeuth  and  Thirty-third 
Eegiments  Wisconsin  Infantry,  the  non-veteran  detachment  of  the 
Forty-first  Illinois  Infantry,  and  Battery  M,  First  Missouri  Light  Artil- 
lery, moved  out  from  Memphis  to  Moscow,  Tenn.,  on  the  22d  and  24th 
of  June,  the  infantry  by  rail  and  the  artillery  by  road.  June  27, 18G4, 
marched  from  Moscow  to  La  Grange.  July  5  to  July  11,  inclusive,  my 
brigade  with  the  rest  of  the  division  marched  from  La  Grange,  Tenn., 
to  Pontotoc,  Miss.,  by  way  of  llipley. 

July  13,  1804,  the  expedition  marched  from  Pontotoc  by  the  Tiipelo 
road.  My  brigade  having  the  rear  of  the  First  Division,  I  was  directed 
by  Brigadier-General  Mower  to  guard  the  general  sujiply  train  with  my 
infantry,  the  battery  to  march  for  that  day  with  the  Third  Brigade.  I 
divided  my  command  into  companies  of  about  twenty-five  men  each, 
and  distributed  it  along  the  right  flank  of  the  supply  traiu  and  the 
train  of  my  brigade,  one  company  to  each  six  wagons.  Just  after  cross- 
ing a  little  creek,  running  through  a  wide  bottom  about  nine  miles  from 
Pontotoc,  and  while  Colonel  Bouton's  brigade  of  colored  troops  was 
engaged  with  tlie  enemy  in  the  rear,  I  received  an  order  from  General 
Mower  to  withdraw  the  Thirty-third  from  the  flank  of  the  train  and 
march  it  in  lear,  taking  immediate  command  myself;  also,  to  cover 
the  flank  of  the  train  with  the  remaining  force  as  far  as  it  would  reach, 
which  I  did,  thus  leaving  about  one-quarter  of  the  train  with  no  flankers 
from  my  command.  No  demonstration  Avas  made  upon  the  train  until 
about  2  p.  m.,  while  passing  a  jwint  where  a  branch  of  the  Okolona 
joad  intersects  the  Tupelo  road,  about  eight  miles  from  Tupelo.  Here 
the  flankers  from  the  Fourteenth  Wisconsin  Infimtry,  Lieut.  Col.  James 
W.  Polleys  commanding,  were  furiously  assaulted  by  a  brigade  of  the 
(iiiemy's  cavalry,  which  I  subsequently  learned  was  commanded  by 
Colonel  Duff;  of  the  Nineteenth  [Eighth]  Mississippi.  The  attack  was 
made  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  rear  of  the  train.  Colonel 
Polleys  assembled  his  men  and  held  his  position  gallantly,  his  line 
formed  parallel  with  the  train  facing  from  the  road.  I  immediately 
directed  Lieut.  Col.  F.  S.  Lovell,  commanding  Thirty-third  Wisconsin 
Infantry,  to  move  his  regiment  forward  at  the  double-quick  and  take 

*  tSeo  table,  \>.  2r)4, 
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position  under  cover  of  a  rail-fence,  within  short  range  of  the  enemy, 
his  line  extending  at  a  right  angle  from  tbe  road.  The  Thirty-third 
moved  up  handsomely  under  fire  to  the  position  assigned  it,  and  opened 
a  murderous  fire  upon  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  who  was  engaging 
the  Fourteenth.  I  then  directed  Colonel  Polleys  to  make  a  charge  A^ith 
his  regiment,  which  he  did  in  fine  style,  the  enemy  retreating  in  haste, 
leaving  his  dead  on  the  field  and  the  battle-flag  of  the  Nineteenth 
[Eighth]  Mississippi  Cavalry,  which  was  captured  and  brought  off  by 
Capt.  C.  M.  G.  Mansfield,  of  the  Fourteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry.  In 
this  affair  5  enlisted  men  of  the  Fourteenth  were  wounded,  and  C  or  7 
of  the  Thirty-third.  None  of  my  command  Avere  killed.  Several  mules 
were  killed,  and  some  wagons  were  upset  or  broken  by  teams  which  be- 
came unmanageable.  The  little  damage  done  was  repaired  as  best  it 
could  be,  and  the  column  moved  on,  my  command  keeping  the  same 
relative  position  to  the  train  that  it  held  before  the  action.  Encamped 
at  8  p.  m.,  with  balance  of  the  division,  about  two  miles  from  Tupelo. 

July  14,  in  the  disposition  of  our  forces  to  meet  the  expected  attack 
of  the  enemy,  my  command  was  assigned  a  position  facing  toward 
Pontotoc,  on  a  high  elevation  of  ground  just  to  the  right  of  the  Tupelo 
road.  My  brigade  was  disposed  as  follows:  The  Thirty- third  Wiscon- 
sin Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  F.  S.  LoveU  commanding,  on  the  crest  of  the 
hill,  the  left  of  the  regiment  resting  at  a  log-house  on  the  Tupelo  road ; 
the  Fourteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Polleys  com- 
manding, and  the  detachment  of  the  Forty -first  Illinois  Infantry,  Lieu- 
tenant Wilson  commanding,  in  reserve  a  few  paces  in  rear  of  the  Thirty- 
third,  and  Battery  M,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Captain  Mueller 
commanding,  in  position  immediately  on  right  of  the  Tliirty -third.  This 
disposition  was  maintained  until  the  advance  was  ordered,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  battery,  which  changed  its  position  during  the  action  by 
direction  of  the  chief  of  artillery  of  the  First  Division.  Tbe  country 
for  about  a  mile  directly  in  my  front  was  undulating  and  perfectly  free 
from  timber,  the  highest  elevations  being  where  my  brigade  was  posted 
and  in  the  edge  of  the  timber  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  clearing.  My 
skirmishers  were  posted  about  one  hundred  rods  in  advance  of  the  line, 
where  they  remained  until  the  enemy  advanced  to  the  assault,  which 
was  about  9  a.  m.  The  enemy  was  unsuccessful  in  every  effort  to 
carry  our  position,  meeting  with  a  disastrous  repulse  at  each  advance. 
At  10.30  o'clock  I  was  directed  to  make  a  charge  with  my  brigade,  which 
I  accordingly  did  in  connection  with  other  troops  on  my  right  and  left, 
advancing  nearly  half  a  mile  and  driving  the  enemy  in  confusion  to  the 
timber.  My  brigade  remained  where  it  was  halted  until  about  1  p.  m. 
I  was  then  directed  to  move  my  command  back  to  its  former  position, 
where  it  remained  until  the  army  commenced  its  march  to  La  Grange 
on  the  15th. 

July  15,  skirmishing  commenced  about  8  a.  m.  My  command  was 
under  heavy  artillery  and  musketry  fire  at  different  times  during  the 
forenoon,  but  no  assault  was  made  by  the  enemy  and  my  casualties  were 
comparatively  few.  At  12  o'clock  received  orders  to  march,  and  moved 
out  with  the  division.  At  4  o'clock,  while  going  into  camp  near  Town 
Creek,  seven  miles  from  Tupelo,  the  enemy,  who  had  foUoAved  our  forces, 
opened  with  artillery  upon  the  train,  Avhich  Avas  parked  near  the  creek. 
My  brigade  was  ordered  back  with  the  First  Brigade  to  drive  him  from 
his  position,  which  was  done,  with  a  loss  to  )ny  command  of  only  5 
or  6  men  wounded.  Fi'om  this  time  until  the  return  of  the  army  to  La 
Grange,  on  the  21st  instant,  the  operations  of  my  command  Avere  iden- 
tical with  those  of  the  First  DiA'ision. 
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The  total  loss  to  the  Fourth  Brigade  during  the  expedition  was — 
killed,  7;  wounded,  48;  missing,  1. 

In  conclusion  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  my 
command,  both  officers  and  men.  When  each  did  his  whole  duty  it 
would  be  invidious  to  particularize. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  WAED, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  Gomdg.  Brigade. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Sample, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  First  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  17. 


Report  of  lAcnt.  Orrin  W.  Cram,  commanding  dctaehment  Battery  E, 
First  Illinois  Light  Artillery. 

Hdqes.  Detach.  Co.  E,  Fikst  Illinois  Artilleky, 

In  the  Field,  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  July  21, 18G4. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  order  from  headquarters  First  Division, 
Sixteenth  Armj'  Corps,  of  this  date,  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing detailed  report  of  the  part  taken  by  detatjhment  Company  E, 
First  Illinois  Light  Artillery  (one  section  of  two  light  12-pounder  guns), 
under  my  command  in  late  expedition  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  under  Maj. 
Gen.  A.  J.  Smith: 

The  detachment  left  La  Grrange,  Tenn.,  with  the  advancing  army,  on 
the  morning  of  July  5, 1864,  and  met  with  nothing  outside  the  ordinary 
routine  of  daily  march  until  July  13.  On  the  afternoon  of  that  day, 
soon  after  passing  an  angle  on  the  Pontotoc  and  Tupelo  wagon  road,  and 
Avithin  six  miles  of  the  latter  place,  the  enemy  unexpectedly  announced 
his  presence  by  opening  a  very  heavy  tire  of  musketry  from  ambush, 
not  over  twenty-five  yards  distant  fronv  my  guns.  1  immediately  or- 
dered the  battery  forward  at  double-quick,  tlie  infantry  su^jport  mov- 
ing to  my  front.  Proceedmg  a  vsliort  distance,  I  ordered  my  pieces  in 
battery  and  opened  a  rapid  fire  on  the  enemy  with  canister  from  one 
of  them.  My  other  gun  was  rendered  temporarily  useless  by  the  fall- 
ing of  one  of  the  Avheel  horses  and  the  im]H)ssibi]ity  of  managing  the 
others  so  as  to  get  the  gun  in  i)osition  for  immediate  use.  While  get- 
ting iu  battery  one  of  the  caissons  was  upset  and  four  of  the  horses  at- 
tached to  it  instantly  killed.  Soon  after  oitening  with  canister  I  was 
ordered  to  the  front  by  C/ol.  AVilliani  L.  MeMiJlen,  commanding  bri- 
gade, and  again  opened  ou  the  enemy  successively  with  canister,  shell, 
and  shrapnel.  After  being  thus  engaged  for  half  an  hour,  and  the 
enemy  having  been  driven  ba(!k  by  the  infantry,  1  -was  ordered  to  cease 
firing  and  get  the  battery  iu  shape  to  move  with  the  advancing  column, 
winch  I  did  as  speedily  as  possible. 

The  detachment  was  not  in  acticmon  the  14tli  of  July,  being  held  in  re- 
serve. 

Ou  the  morning  of  tlie  15th  of  July  the  two  guns  were  ordered  and 
went  into  battery,  to  assist  in  covering  retreat  of  the  army,  which  had 
commenced  moving.  Tlie  enemy  occasioimlly  exhibiting  himself  in  my 
front,  by  ])ermission  of  Colonel  McMillen  1  fired  a,  few  rounds  of  shell 
iu  hopes  of  developuig  his  strength  in  that  locality.  Soon  after  I  was 
ordered  to  "limber  up"  and  move  in  the  position  previously  assigned  me 
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with  the  brigade.  The  cohimn  advanced  some  seven  miles,  without 
any  ai>parent  dififlculty,  until  after  crossing  Tishomingo  Creek,  on  the 
Tui^elo  and  New  Albany  road,  when  rapid  reports  of  musketry  furnished 
indubitable  evidence  that  the  cavalry  in  the  rear  were  being  engaged 
with  the  enemy.  Soon  after  the  enemy  opened  on  us  with  his  cannon. 
I  was  ordered  into  position  in  a  i;orn-field,  near  the  road,  and  com- 
menced replying  to  their  artillery  with  shell  and  shrapnel.  My  practice 
in  this  position  was  so  accurate  that  1  had  the  gratification  of  dis- 
mounting one  of  the  enemy's  guns  and  killing  and  wounding  several  of 
his  men  and  horses.  Remaining  in  this  position  until  the  infantry  had 
succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  back,  I  was  ordered  to  limber  up  and 
recross  the  creek  iu  rear  of  infantry.  Havijig  obtained  an  eligible  posi- 
tion in  the  road,  I  went  into  battery  with  the  two  guns  and  engaged 
the  enemy  with  solid  shot,  shrapnel,  and  shell.  Eemaining  in  this  po- 
sition but  a  short  time,  I  was  ordered  to  abandon  it  for  one  in  a  large 
corn-fleld  to  my  right,  where  I  again  went  into  action.  The  enemy  ceas- 
ing to  return  my  lire  and  the  infantry  having  returned  from  following 
them,  I  was  ordered  to  remoA'c  the  pieces  to  the  rear  and  take  my 
former  position  iu  the  column. 

1  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  in  my  command  during  the 
expedition:  Sayj  seriously  wounded,  1;   slightly  wounded,  1;  total,  2. 
In  addition  to  the  above  1  had  G  horses  killed  and  7  Avounded. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  W.  CRAM, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Commanding  J)etachment  Company  E. 

dipt.  J.  B.  Sample, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  18. 

Report  of  Col.  David  Moore,  Tio&nty-first  Missouri  Infantry,  command- 
ing Third  Division. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Sixteenth  Akmy  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  30,  1864. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  action, 
marches,  and  j)art  taken  by  the  troops  of  the  Third  Division,  Sixteenth 
Army  Corps,  in  the  late  expedition  to  Tupelo,  Miss. : 

In  ccnnpliance  with  orders  trom  the  geiieral  commanding  Right  Wing, 
Sixteenth  Army  Cori)S,  as  fast  as  the  troops  of  the  division  were  paid,  I 
moved  them  by  rail  to  Moscow,  Tenn.,  and  encamped  near  the  river. 
On  the  27th  of  June  the  command  was  marc;hed  to  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  a 
distance  of  eleven  miles,  and  agreeable  to  orders  encamped  near  Wolf 
River,  at  which  jilace  we  remained  till  the  evening  of  5th  of  July,  when 
the  command  was  marched  to  Davis'  Mills,  a  distance  of  six  miles,  start- 
ing early  on  the  morning  of  the  Cth  instant,  preceded  by  the  First  Divis- 
ion, Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  for  Pontotoc;,  Miss.  While  there  the  com- 
mand was  almost  constantly  kept  under  arms  on  account  of  the  enemy 
iiring  upon  the  pickets.  ,  Left  Pontotoc,  Miss.,  for  Tupelo  on  the  13th 
instant.  Upon  arriving  at  Tupelo,  Miss.,  First  and  Third  Brigades,  com- 
manded, respectively,  by  Col.  C.  D.  Murray,  of  the  Eighty-ninth  Indiana 
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Infantry  Volunteers,  and  Col.  E.  H.  Wolfe,  of  the  Fifty-second  Indiana 
Infantry,  were  encainj)ed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  Tupelo  road, 
the  Second  Brigade,  commanded  by  Col.  James  I.  Gilbert,  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers,  being  encamped  in  the  rear  and  on 
the  left  flank  of  the  supply  train  as  guard  for  the  train. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  July,  heavy  firing  having  been  heard 
on  the  picket-posts,  I  ordered  a  line  of  skirmishers  to  be  formed  in 
front  of  my  command.  At  7  a.  m.,  after  drawing  in  our  skirmishers, 
the  enemy  appeared  in  considerable  force  in  front  of  the  First  Bri- 
gade, Third  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  commanded  by  Col.  C. 
D.  Murray,  of  the  Eighty-ninth  Indiana  Infantry  Volunteers,  with 
the  unmistakable  intention  of  capturing  the  batteries  and  driving  our 
line  of  battle  in  perfect  disorder.  The  enemy  were  permitted  to  ad- 
vance in  solid  column's  upon  our  line  through  an  open  field.  Our 
lines  being  concealed  from  their  view  by  the  brow  of  the  hill,  we  were 
not  discovered  until  the  enemy  had  reached  a  point  about  twenty 
paces  distant,  when  the  troops  of  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
Sixteenth  Army  Corps  (composed  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
second  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Col.  J.  I.  Einaker; 
the  Eighty-ninth  Indiana  Infantry  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Craven;  the  Fifty-eighth  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers, 
commanded  by  Captain  Heelan ;  the  Twenty-first  Missouri  Infantry  Vol- 
unteers, commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Edwin  Moore;  the  One  hundred  and 
nineteenth  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Col.  Thomas  J. 
Kinney),  sprang  to  their  feet,  and,  with  a  yell  like  that  of  demons,  rushed 
forward,  pouring  into  the  ranks  of  the  advancing  foe  a  desperate  volley 
of  musketry,  causing  them  to  flee  in  the  utmost  disorder,  exclaiming, 
"My  God!  my  God!"  The  Third  Indiana  Battery,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Bums,  which  was  posted  on  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade, 
and  Battery  G,  Second  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  together  with  the  Fifty- 
second  Indiana  Infantry  Volunteers,  and  the  One  hundred  and  seventy- 
eighth  New  York  Infantry  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Col.  E.  H. 
Wolfe,  of  the  Fifty-second  Indiana  Infantry  Volunteers,  did  admirable 
execution  by  the  right  and  left  oblique  firing,  causing  the  enemy  to  beat 
a  hasty  retreat  in  the  utmost  confusion.  For  about  three  hours  the 
enemy  kept  shelling  my  lines,  but  was  vigorously  replied  to  by  the 
batteries  above  mentioned,  and  with  the  effect  of  silencing  one  of  his 
batteries,  and  compelling  another  to  move  out  of  range,  which  rendered 
their  fire  comparatively  harmless.  After  pursuing  the  retreating  enemy 
to  the  foot  of  the  hill  in  front  of  our  position,  my  lines  halted,  and  for  a 
few  moments  continued  firing  upon  the  scattered  fugitives.  They  were 
then,  after  all  resistance  had  ceased  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  ordered 
to  march  back  to  their  original  position  in  line  of  battle,  which  they 
did  in  good  order.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  Col.  J.  I. 
Binaker  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
second  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which 
they  met  the  fire  of  the  advancing  foe.  The  above-named  regiment 
being  posted  on  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Sixteenth 
Army  Corps,  and  immediately  on  the  left  of  the  First  Division,  Sixteenth 
Army  Corps,  by  cross-firing  on  the  columns  advancing  in  front  of  the 
First  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  dealt  a  deadly  and  murderous 
fire.  For  the  balance  of  the  day  the  enemy  left  us  lindisturbed  until 
10  p.  m.,  when,  after  driving  in  our  jiickets,  a  considerable  force  of  the 
enemy  came  charging  in  on  the  left  of  the  Third  Brigade,  evidently  wth 
the  design  of  driving  us  from  our  eminence.    The  One  hundred  and 
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seventeenth  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers,  commandea  oy  Col.  K.  M. 
Moore,  of  tlie  Third  Brigade,  by  order  of  Col.  E.  H.  Wolfe,  commanding 
brigade,  moved  by  the  left  oblique,  and  in  this  attack  bore  a  most  im- 
portant part,  and  to  them  due  credit  should  be  awarded  for  the  prompt 
manner  in  which  they  met  and  repulsed  the  enemy  on  that  occasion. 
The  Second  Brigade,  commanded  by  Col.  James  I.  Gilbert  (composed 
of  the  Fourteenth  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Capt. 
William  J.  Campbell;  the  Twenty-fourth  Missouri  Infantry  Volunteers, 
commanded  by  Maj.  E.  W.  Fyan;  the  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry, 
commanded  by  Capt.  Amos  Haslip;  and  the  Thirty-second  Iowa  In- 
fantry Volunteers,  commanded  by  Maj.  Jonathan  Hutchison),  being  held 
in  reserve,  were  not  engaged  until  about  10  p.  m.,  when  heavy  skir- 
mishing was  heard  on  the  left  of  the  Third  Brigade.  The  brigade  was 
pushed  forward  in  quick  time,  and  deployed  under  a  severe  fire  of  the 
enemy,  driving  them  and  occupying  the  original  position,  said  ijosition 
being  held  for  the  remainder  of  the  night. 

On  the  15th  instant,  at  10  a.  m.,  I  was  ordered  to  abandon  my  posi- 
tion and  move  my  command  on  the  Tupelo  road  in  the  direction  of 
Ellistown.  In  the  afternoon,  while  halting  west  of  Old  Town  Creek, 
the  enemy  appeared,  and  taking  possession  of  a  commanding  position, 
commenced  shelling  our  train.  I  immediately  ordered  Col.  James  I. 
Gilbert  with  his  brigade  to  recross  the  creek,  which  order  was 
promptly  obeyed.  The  line  scaled  a  fence,  waded  a  stream,  nearly 
waist  deep,  of  water  and  mud,  through  the  thick  brush  and  timber; 
waded  a  second  stream,  as  deep  as  the  first,  to  the  edge  of  a  large  field 
of  gTowing  corn,  where  they  came  in  full  sight  of  the  rebel  line,  which, 
witli  its  battle-flags  waving  in  the  sunlight,  was  boldly  and  firmly  ad- 
vancing, pouring  in  a  destructive  fire.  The  day  being  very  hot,  many 
of  the  men  dropped  by  sunstroke,  but  by  vigorous  exertions  of  the  gal- 
lant brigade  commander,  James  I.  Gilbert,  the  enemy  was  driven  from 
his  position  with  a  loss  of  many  killed  and  wounded.  The  Third  Bri- 
gade, commanded  by  Col.  E.  H.  Wolfe,  of  the  Fifty-second  Indiana 
Infantry  Volunteers,  was  ordered  across  the  creek  to  the  support  of 
the  Second  Brigade,  where  it  took  position  on  a  ridge  and  on  the  right 
of  the  Second  Brigade,  where  it  remained  until  6  o'clock  next  morning. 
The  enemy  not  reappearing,  I  was  ordered  to  withdraw  my  command 
and  take  my  position  in  the  column  en  route  for  EllistoAvn. 

On  the  17th  instant  left  camp  near  Ellistown  for  La  Grange,  arriv- 
ing there  on  the  21st  instant,  passing  through  New  Albany  and  Salem. 
On  the  22d  instant  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  CoUierville,  Avhere 
my  command  took  the  cars  for  Memphis,  Tenn.,  arriving  the  same  day, 
distance  marched  by  the  command  being  276  miles. 

To  all  oftieers  and  men  of  the  command  I  desire  to  return  my  heart- 
felt thanks  for  the  able  manner  and  soldierly  conduct  exhibited  during 
this  expedition.  To  Col.  C.  D.  Murray,  commanding  First  Brigade ;  Col. 
James  I.  Gilbert,  commanding  Second  Brigade;  and  Col.  E.  H.  Wolfe, 
commanding  Third  Brigade,  I  have  to  express  my  warmest  thanks  and 
admiration  for  the  gallantry  displayed  on  the  field  and  on  the  march. 
To  Lieut.  James  B.  Comstock,  acting  assistant  adjutant  general  of 
the  Third  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  si)ecially  I  would  say  he 
has  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  heroic  manner  in  which  he  conducted 
himself;  ever  present  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  rendering  all  the  as- 
sistance in  his  ijower  to  efiect  the  object  of  the  day.  To  Lieut.  Charles 
H.  Sweeney,  Lieut.  Henry  C.  Eaymond,  and  Lieutenant  Dustin,  of  my 
personal  staff,  I  tender  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  able  manner  in  which 
they  discharged  their  duties. 
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A  list  of  the  casualties  of  my  command  lias  been  furnished  to  the 
major-general  commanding.* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  resi^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  MOORE, 
Colonel  Ticenty-first  Missouri  Tnfty.  Vols.,  Commanding  Division. 
Maj.  John  Hough, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Bight  Wing,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  19. 

Report  of  Col.  Charles  D.  Murray,  Eighty-ninth  Indiana  Infantry,  com- 
manding First  Brigade. 
Hdqrs.  Fikst  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Eight  Wing,  IGth  A.  C, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  25, 1864. 

General  :  In  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  colonel  commanding 
the  division,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  action  with  the  enemy  at  Tupelo,  Miss., 
on  the  14th  instant : 

The  Third  Division  being  in  the  advance  on  the  13th  on  our  march 
from  Pontotoc,  Miss.,  en  route  for  Tupelo,  we  had  arrived  within  a  mile 
of  the  town  of  Tupelo  when  very  heavy  firing  in  the  rear  indicated  a 
heavy  attack  on  our  train,  and  notice  also  having  been  received  from 
General  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  having  in  charge  our  train, 
we  were  halted  and  line  of  battle  formed.  The  First  Brigade  was  formed 
in  line  of  battle,  the  right  resting  on  the  Tupelo  and  Pontotoc  road,  in 
the  following  order:  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Illinois,  Colonel 
Einaker  commanding,  on  the  right;  Eighty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Craven  commanding;  Fifty-eighth  Illinois  Volun- 
teers, Captain  Heelan;  Twenty-first  Missouri  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col. 
Edwin  Moore  commanding,  and  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  Illinois 
Volunteers,  Col.  Thomas  J.  Kinney,  on  the  left,  the  line  extending  iiearly 
south  from  the  Pontotoc  road.  In  this  position  the  line  bivouacked  for 
the  night. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  the  line  was  advanced  some  300 
yards  toward  Pontotoc  to  a  more  advantageous  position,  preserving 
the  same  order  in  line.  At  this  point,  immediately  on  my  right,  two 
pieces  of  artillery  were  put  in  position  (who  commanded  and  what  artil- 
lery it  was  I  did  not  learn).  Immediately  on  the  left  of  tJie  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-second  Illinois  three  pieces  of  the  Third  Indiana  Bat- 
tery were  placed  in  position  on  an  elevated  ridge,  having  fair  command 
of  the  enemy's  anticipated  position;  one  gun  so  placed  as  to  bear 
toward  the  point  of  the  left  of  my  line,  and  two  others  to  the  front  antl 
right  oblique.  The  whole  line  of  infantry  was  placed  so  as  to  be  con- 
cealed from  the  view  of  the  enemy  by  the  nature  of  the  ground,  grow- 
ing corn,  and  bushes.  At  about  the  hour  of  9  a.  m.  the  enemy,  having 
driven  in  the  cavalry  and  our  line  of  infantry  skirmishers,  advanced  in 
line  of  battle  to  the  attack,  their  right  extending  nearly  to  the  extreme 
left  of  my  position,  in  our  front  being  an  extensive  and  open,  cleared 
field,  giving  us  a  view  of  the  approaching  line.  When  the  enemy  had 
approached  within  perhaps  100  yards  the  line  was  ordered  to  rise  up 
and  advance,  which  they  did  with  the  greatest  gallantry  and  courage, 
meeting  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  the  advancing  and  confident  enemy  with 
such  a  line  of  fire  as  to  comjiel  them,  without  scarcely  firing  a  gun,  to 
about  face  and  retreat  in  the  utmost  disorder.  Our  line  continued  to 
follow  them  up,  pouring  deadly  volleys  into  their  rapidly  thinning  ranks. 

*  See  table,  p.  255.  ~~' 
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After  ijursuing  them  to  the  foot  of  the  hill  m  front  of  onr  position,  my 
line  lialted  ami  for  a  few  minutes  continued  to  fire  upon  tlie  scattered 
fugitives.  They  were  then,  after  all  resistance  had  ceased  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy,  ordered  to  fall  back  to  their  original  ])osition  in  line, 
which  they  did  in  good  order.  At  the  time  of  the  advance  of  the  left  of 
the  line  just  referred  to,  the  right  (the  One  hundred  and  twenty-second 
Illinois)  also  advanced  through  the  corn  to  the  fence  in  their  front,  where 
they  halted  and  for  over  two  hours  contiiiued  to  pour  into  the  enemy's 
ranks  a  deadly  fire  of  musketry.  The  right  of  my  line  was  directly 
fronting  the  church  and  other  buildings  in  the  deserted  village  of  11  ar- 
risburg,  where  the  enemy  attempted  repeatedly  to  force  and  hold  a  posi- 
tion, but  the  fire  from  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Illinois  and 
the  battery  compelled  them  to  abandon  any  serious  effort  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  their  fire  after  that  was  a  straggling  one  from  sharpshooters 
concealed  in  and  about  the  church  and  other  hiding  plaices.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  general  attack  the  enemy  attempted  and  did  form 
several  lines  in  a  wooded  field  on  the  right  of  the  Pontotoc  road, 
directly  in  front  of  the  position  of  General  Mower's  left  brigade,  which 
had  its  left  resting  on  the  Pontotoc  road.  The  entire  artillery  of  my 
line,  with  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Illinois  occupying  my 
right,  oijened  up  and  continued  most  of  the  time  of  the  action  a  mur- 
derous cross-fire  on  the  enemy  in  that  wooded  field,  and  <!ontributed  very 
much  to  the  glorious  results  of  the  day  in  driving  back  and  repulsing 
the  enemy  from  their  position.  The  result  was  a  glorious  trium])h  to 
our  arms  and  a  disastrous  defeat  to  a  foe  who  had  conceived  the  idea  of 
an  easy  triumiih. 

My  casualties  in  the  action  were  comparatively  very  trifling  (a  list  of 
whichltransmit  herewith*), amounting  to  about  80  killed  and  w<mnded, 
the  heaviest  portion  falling  on  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-second 
Illinois,  who  were  longest  in  action  and  exposed  to  a  more  deadly 
fire  of  artillery  and  musketry.  A  considerable  j)ortion  of  the  wounds 
were  of  the  slightest  character;  several  of  the  cases  were  doing  duty  in 
the  ranks. 

In  the  charge  on  the  left  of  my  line  the  enemy  left  about  00  killed  and 
a  much  larger  number  of  wounded  on  the  field.  The  wounded  who 
were  too  seriously  injured  to  get  away  were  afterward  gathered  up  and 
sent  to  the  hospital.    We  also  took  some  35  prisoners. 

If  I  should  attempt  to  name  the  offiijers  and  men  of  my  command  who 
did  their  duty  nobly  on  that  day  I  should  be  compelled  to  furnish  you 
with  complete  rosters  and  muster-rolls  of  the  command.  All  did  their 
duty  nobly  and  well. 

To  the  officers  of  my  staff,  Lieut.  Samuel  D.  Sawyer,  acting  assistant 
adjutant- general;  Lieut.  H. McLean,  acting  assistant  insjjector-general ; 
Lieutenant  Russell,  acting  aide-de-camp;  Lieut.  John  J.  Ohnbb,  acting- 
ordnance  officer,  I  was  much  indebted  for  their  gallantry  and  prompt- 
ness in  dis(!harging  their  duty. 

In  the  night  attack  on  the  left  of  our  main  line  my  command  was  not 
involved.  To  Col.  E.  H.  Wolfe,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  we 
were  much  indebted  for  the  active  use  of  his  Eodman  guns  on  the  ad- 
vancing line  in  our  front.  They  were  used  very  effectively  and  con- 
tributed to  unsettle  the  enemy  in  his  steady  advance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  C.  I).  MUPJtAY, 
Colonel  Eighty-ninth  Indiana  Infantry  VoU.,  Comdg.  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  TJ.  8.  Army. 

*Emljo(lied  in  table,  j).  255. 


284  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  LI. 

No.  20. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  J.  Kinney,  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  Illinois 

Infantry. 

Headquabteks  119th  Illinois  Infantry  Vols., 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  28, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  i)reseiit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  regiment  in  the  late  battle  of  Tupelo,  Miss.,  on  the  14th 
instant,  to  wit : 

The  line  was  formed  about  6  a.  m.,  the  right  of  our  brigade  resting 
on  the  Pontotoc  road,  as  follows :  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Illi- 
nois next  from  right  to  left,  the  Third  Indiana  Battery,  Eighty-ninth 
Indiana,  Fifty-eighth  Illinois,  Twenty-flrst  Missouri,  and  the  One  hun- 
dred and  nineteenth  Illinois  on  the  left  of  the  line.  At  about  7  o'clock 
the  cavalry  were  driven  in.  We  then  advanced  a  strong  line  of  skir- 
mishers covering  my  front,  which  was  driven  in  about  9  o'clock.  My 
men  were  sheltered  by  an  elevation  of  ground  in  front,  completely  con- 
cealing us  from  the  Anew  of  the  rebels,  who  steadily  advanced  until 
within  some  fifty  yards  of  our  line,  when  I  gave  the  order  to  rise  up, 
fire,  and  charge  them.  The  first  volley  given  by  my  line  caused  them 
to  halt,  turn  back  at  double-quick,  while  we  followed,  pouring  in  a 
murderous  fire  as  we  advanced,  and  covering  the  ground  with  dead  and 
wounded  in  our  front.  After  advancing  our  line  some  300  or  400  yards 
into  the  field  we  halted  for  a  short  time,  then  moved  back  to  the  posi- 
tion originally  occupied  by  us,  taking  with  us  many  prisoners,  and 
leaving  the  rebel  wounded  on  the  field.  After  falling  back  I  advanced 
two  companies  as  skirmishers  in  our  front,  and  then  went  out  in  person 
to  look  after  the  wounded.  While  engaged  in  the  humane  act  of  ad- 
ministering to  the  wounded  rebels  on  the  field,  we  were  fired  upon  by 
the  enemy  from  the  woods,  some  300  yards  distant.  This  caused  us  to 
cease  our  acts  of  kindness  for  a  time,  but  after  a  time  we  resumed  the 
efforts,  and  succeeded  in  carrying  from  the  field  all  the  wounded,  who 
were  duly  cared  for  by  our  surgeons.  This  ended  the  engagement  in 
our  front,  and  we  only  remained  under  arms  during  the  rest  of  the  day 
and  following  night. 

The  Twenty-first  Missouri  Infantry  Volunteers  was  formed  on  my  right 
and  charged  with  us,  they,  too,  capturing  many  prisoners.  I  think  I 
can  say  with  safety  that  this  regiment  and  my  own  captured  nearly  all 
the  prisoners  taken  in  the  fight  of  that  day.  I  am  unable  to  say  how 
many  were  taken  by  either  of  the  regiments,  as  no  count  was  kept  of  the 
number.  This  much  I  can  say,  that  the  rebels  were  badly  punished,  and 
would  not  like  to  renew  the  attack  with  anything  like  equal  numbers. 

It  is  proper  here  to  call  the  attention  of  the  ordnance  department  to 
the  inefficiency  of  our  ammunition,  both  in  quality  and  quantity.  The 
rebels  have  a  decided  advantage  over  us  in  that  particular,  their  car- 
tridges containing  one-third  more  powder  and  of  a  much  better  quality 
than  ours.  They  tire  with  greater  effect  a  distance  of  800  yards  than 
we  do  at  GOO  yards.  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  there  is  a  great  injustice 
being  done  the  Government,  by  the  failure  of  contractors  or  officers  in 
charge  of  arsenals,  in  the  manner  of  preparing  our  ammunition,  and 
think  it  should  be  attended  to  at  once. 

The  officers  and  men  under  my  command  all  did  their  duty  bravely 
and  well,  for  which  I  tender  my  thanks. 

THOMAS  J.  KINNEY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  Samuel  D.  Sawyer, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  1st  Brig.,  3d  JDiv.,  16th  Army  Corps. 
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No.  21. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Gol.-Edtoin  Moore,  Twenty-first  Miimouri  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-first  Missouri  Infantry  Vols., 

Memphis,  Tcnn.,  July  31, 1864. 
Lieutenant:  I  have  the  lioiior  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the 
Tweutv-tirst  Missouri  Infantry  Volunteers  at  the  battle  of  Tupelo,  on 
thel4thof  July,  18G4: 

About  6  a.  m.  we  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  with  the  brigade,  the 
One  hundred  and  nineteenth  Illinoi.s  being  on  our  left,  and  the  Fifty- 
eighth  Illinois  on  our  right.  About  7.30  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  on  us 
with  artillery,  Avhich  continued  until  about  9  a.  m.,  when  they  advanced 
their  infantry  in  line  of  battle,  driving  in  our  skirmishers  precipitately. 
They  came  within  thirty  paces  of  our  line,  when  I  gave  the  order  to  fire, 
and  immediately  afterward  to  advance.  The  Are  was  well  directed 
and  took  the  enemy  by  surprise,  who  fled  in  great  disorder,  with  the 
regiment  in  close  pursuit,  and  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  a  continu- 
ous and  deadly  fire  was  pcrared  in  upon  them.  Its  effect  was  visible  on 
the  field.  There  being  no  enemy  in  sight,  after  advancing  about  450 
yards  atc  retired  to  our  former  i)osition,  and  were  not  attacked  again 
during  the  day,  although  frequently  subjected  to  a  heavy  artillery  lire. 
The  officers  and  men  of  the  command  behaved  with  the  utmost  gal- 
lantry, obeying  every  order  with  that  promijtness  Avhich  insures  success. 
Our  loss  was  1  kiUed  and  15  wounded,  a  report  of  which  has  already 
been  forwarded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  yours,  respectfully, 

EDWIN  MOOEE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Gomman  ding. 
Lieut.  S.  D.  Sawyer, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  1st  Brig.,  3d  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps. 


No.  22. 


Reports  of  Col.  James  I.  CHlbert,  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  Second  Brigade  in  the  late  battle  with  the  enemy,  on  the  14th 
instant,  near  Tupelo,  Miss. : 

About  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  I  was  notified  by  the  gen- 
eral commanding  that  the  infantry  of  my  brigade,  consisting  of  the 
Fourteenth  Kegiment  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  commanded  by  Capt. 
William  J.  Campbell;  the  Twenty-fourth  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry, 
commanded  by  Maj.  Robert  W.  Fyan;  the  Twenty-seventh  Regiment 
Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  commanded  by  Capt.  Amos  M.  Haslip;  and 
the  Thirty-second  Regiment  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  commanded  by 
Maj.  Jonathan  Hutchison,  would  be  held  in  reserve,  and  upon  it  would 
devolve  the  duty  of  protecting  the  train  parked  on  the  left  ot  the  Pon- 
totoc and  Tupelo  road.  The  Third  Indiana  Battery,  Lieut.  R.  Burns 
commanding,  had  been  already  ordered  into  position  in  the  front.  My 
line  was  formed  upon  the  left  flank  of  the  train,  in  the  following  order, 
from  right  to  left :  Twenty-fourth  Missouri,  Twenty-seventh,  Fourteenth, 
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and  Tbirty-secoud  Iowa.  1  immediately  ordered  the  regiment  on  the 
left  to  change  front  to  the  rear,  cautioning  the  others  to  be  prepared  for 
the  same  movement,  and  threw  out  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers,  extend- 
ing from  the  flank  entirely  to  the  rear  of  my  liae  and  the  train.  About 
7  a.  m.  I  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Moore,  commanding  Third  Division, 
to  send  forward  two  regiments  of  my  command  to  support  the  right  of 
his  division,  then  heavily  pressed  by  the  enemy.  I  immediately  sent 
forward  the  Twenty-fourth  Missouri  and  Twenty-seventh  Iowa,  xinder 
command  of  Major  Fyan  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Missouri.  About  8  a.  m. 
I  was  ordered  by  General  Smith  to  move  the  residue  of  my  command 
across  the  Tupelo  road  and  form  line  upon  the  right  flank  of  the 
Eleventh  Missouri,  which  was  promptly  executed  under  quite  a  severe 
artillery  fire  from  the  enemy.  This  position  was  held  until  12  m.,  when 
I  was  ordered  to  move  across  the  field  and  hold  my  command  in  sup- 
port of  the  left  of  the  front  line.  At  5.30  p.  m.  a  coluuiii  of  the  enemy 
was  reported  advancing  u])on  our  loft,  and  1  was  ordered  to  deploy  my 
brigade  upon  the  extreme  left  of  the  front  line.  I  immediately  executed 
this  order,  occupying  an  excellent  position  just  behind  the  crest  of  a 
high  hill,  which  commanded  the  whole  field ;  I  threw  out  a  line  of  skir- 
mishers upon  the  next  hill  in  advance.  Just  after  sunset,  no  enemy 
appearing,  I  was  ordered  to  leave  a  heavy  picket  and  withdraw  the 
main  line  into  camp  half  a  mile  to  the  rear.  About  9  o'clock  in  the 
evening  my  i^ickets  commenced  skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  Without 
awaiting  orders,  I  immediately  ordered  the  command  under  arms,  and 
rode  out  to  ascertain  the  strength  of  the  attack.  Finding  the  pickets 
were  driven  in  and  that  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  were  advancing 
to  force  our  positicm  on  the  line,  I  ordered  up  my  command  in  quick 
time,  deployed  under  a  severe  musketry  fire  from  the  enemy,  marched 
rapidly  forward,  driving  the  enemy,  and  occui)ied  our  original  position 
upon  the  left  of  the  advanced  line.  This  position  was  held  during  the 
night  without  further  attack. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  my  command  was  withdrawn  and  ordered 
to  take  up  the  line  of  march  on  the  Ripley  road. 

The  officers  and  men  throughout  the  entire  connuand  conducted 
themselves  in  a  highly  creditable  manner.  I  desire  esjiecially  to  men- 
tion the  excellent  service  of  the  Third  Indiana  Battery.  Lieutenant 
Bums  with  his  command,  consisting  of  four  guns  (two  12-pounder 
Napoleons  and  two  (J-pounder  James  rifled),  was  posted  in  front  of  the 
First  Brigade,  Third  Division.  About  6  o'clock  in  the  morning,  wheu 
the  enemy  first  appeared  in  heavy  force,  the  battery  shelled  them  with 
much  efiect.  Soon  afterward  one  gun,  a  6-pounder  James  rifled,  under 
charge  of  Lieut.  Philip  McPherson,  was  ordered  into  position  upon  the 
right  of  the  First  Brigade.  The  enemy  now  advanced  in  strong  force 
and  charged  our  lines  in  that  part  of  the  field,  when  all  four  pieces 
from  the  battery  opened  upon  them  with  great  rapidity,  and,  as  the 
field  proves,  with  telling  effect.  Lieutenant  McPherson  was  seriously 
wounded  whilst  performing  his  duty  at  his  post.  Lieutenant  Burns, 
commanding  the  battery,  cannot  receive  too  much  praise  for  his  good 
conduct  on  the  field. 

Appended  is  the  list  of  casualties.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  I.  GILBERT, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Lieut.  James  B.  Comstock, 

Aotg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 

'Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  1  killoil  ami  29  wounded. 
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Hdqes.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps, 

Jw  the  Field,  near  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  July  32, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  relation  to  the  part  taken  by  the  Second  Brigade  in  the  late 
engagement  at  Old  Town  Creek,  Miss.,  on  the  15th  instant,  I  have  the 
liouor  to  make  the  following  report: 

We  had  camped  on  the  north  side  of  Old  Town  Creek,  when,  about  5 
p.  m.,  the  enemy  attacked  the  rear  of  the  colnmn,  and  from  a  high  hill, 
some  three-quarters  of  a  mile  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  com- 
menced shelling  our  camp.  I  received  orders  to  move  out  the  infantry 
of  my  command,  consisting  of  the  Fourteenth  Iowa,  Capt.  William  J. 
Campbell  commanding;  Twenty-seventh  Iowa,  Capt.  Amos  M.  Haslip 
commanding;  Thirty-second  Iowa,  Maj.  Jonathan  Hutchison  com- 
manding; and  Twenty -fourth  Missouri,  Maj.  K.  W.  Fyan  commanding, 
to  meet  him.  I  immediately  marched  out  upon  the  road  leading  back 
toward  the  creek,  and  was  ordered  to  deploy  my  command  upon  the 
right  of  the  Thirty-third  Kegiment  Wisconsin  Infantry,  in  a  field  of 
growing  corn  upon  the  right  of  the  Tupelo  road.  I  had  hardly  deployed 
the  Fourteenth  and  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry,  when  I  received 
orders  to  move  forward  in  line  in  double-quick  time.  Sending  a  staff 
oflicer  to  bring  forward  the  other  two  regiments,  I  threw  out  a  line  of 
skirmishers  in  front,  and  obeyed  the  order  with  all  possible  prompti- 
tnde.  The  line  scaled  the  fence,  waded  a  stream  nearly  waist  deep  in 
water  and  mud,  tlu-ough  the  thick  brush  and  timber;  waded  the  second 
stream,  as  deep  as  the  first,  and  on  through  the  belt  of  timber  to  the 
edge  of  a  large  field  of  growing  corn,  where  it  came  in  full  sight  of  the 
rebel  line,  which,  witii  its  battle-flags  waving  in  the  sunlight,  was  boldly 
and  firmly  advancing,  pouring  in  a  destructive  fire.  I  at  once  with- 
drew the  skirmishers  to  the  main  line,  and  ordered  it  to  fire  and  ad- 
vance. The  whole  line  poured  in  a  volley,  raised  a  shout,  scaled  the 
fence,  and  pressed  steadily  forward  in  the  open  field,  firing  as  they  ad- 
vanced. The  ground  was  rough  and  ascending;  the  day  was  very  hot. 
By  the  time  the  line  had  reached  the  center  of  the  field  many  had 
dropped  on  the  ground  from  heat  and  exhaustion,  unable  to  rise;  not  a 
few  had  been  borne  back  wounded.  The  ranks  had  been  somewhat 
thinned,  and  the  rebel  line  in  front,  in  excellent  position,  yet  held  firm 
and  kept  up  a  continuous  and  severe  fire.  Perceiving  that  I  might  be 
easily  flanked  iipon  the  right  should  my  line  be  much  farther  advan(!ed, 
I  sent  a  staff  oflicer  to  find  out  where  and  why  the  other  two  regiments 
of  my  command  had  been  detained,  and  to  bring  them  forward  on  the 
right  Avith  all  possible  dispatch.  By  this  time  the  enemy  began  to 
waver  and  fall  back,  when  our  men  raised  another  cheer  and  pushed 
onward  up  the  hill,  firing  rapidly,  and,  the  field  proved,  as  we  advanced 
over  it,  with  excellent  effect.  The  enemy  failed  to  reform  his  line,  but 
kept  up  quite  a  sharp  fire  until  driven  over  the  hill.  My  line  steadily 
advanced  to  the  farther  side  of  the  field,  over  another  fence,  up  through 
the  broken  timber  to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  when  the  firing  ceased,  and  I 
ordered  the  line  to  halt.  Skirmishers  were  thrown  out,  and  the  ex- 
hausted but  triumphant  line  permitted  to  sit  down  and  rest.  The 
other  two  regiments  now  came  up,  who  were  deployed  upon  the  right, 
breaking  somewhat  to  the  rear.  The  enemy  were  driven  beyond  sight 
and  no  more  firing  occurred,  except  afew  desultory  shots  from  thepickets. 
I  held  this  position  until  sundown,  when  I  was  ordered  to  move  to  the  left 
and  some  500  yards  to  the  rear,  where  I  lay  all  night,  the  left  of  my  line 
resting  across  the  Tupelo  road.  About  sunrise  next  morning  it  was  re- 
ported that  the  enemy  was  moving  in  upon  the  left,  when  I  moved  agani 
to  the  left  and  formed  line  about  200  yards  from  and  nearly  parallel  to  the 
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Tupelo  road.  No  enemy,  however,  appeared,  except  a  few  pickets,  and 
about  6.30  a.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  move  my  command  across  the  creek 
and  take  up  the  line  of  march  upon  the  Tupelo  road.  The  enemy  left 
17  dead  bodies  ujion  that  part  of  the  field  over  which  my  two  regiments 
passed. 

I  have  to  express  my  warmest  thanks  and  admiration  to  both  officers 
and  men  of  the  Fourteenth  and  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  for  the  gallantry 
which  they  displayed  throughout  the  long  charge  up  hill,  under  a  severe 
fire,  driving  the  enemy  with  heavy  loss  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
from  a  strong  covered  position;  and  to  Lieutenant  Donnau,of  mystaft', 
especially,  I  would  say  he  has  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  lieroic  man- 
ner in  which  he  conducted  himself,  ever  present  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight,  rendering  all  the  assistance  in  his  power  to  effect  the  grand  ob- 
ject which  was  so  well  achieved. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  I.  GILBEET, 
Colo7iel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
Lieut.  James  B.  Comstock, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Division,  16th  Army  Corps. 


No.  23. 

Reports  of  Surg.  John  JE.  Sanborn,  Twenty-seventh  lotca  Infantry,  Senior 
Surgeon  Second  Brigade,  of  casualties  July  14-15. 

Keport  of  killed  and  wounded  of  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 
at  battle  of  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  U,  1864. 


Command. 


24tb  Regiment  Misaonri  Iiifantr\' 

14th  Regiment,  Iowa  lufantry 

27th  Regiment  Iowa  Infantry  . . . . 
32(1  Regiment  Iowa  Infantry  . . . . 
3d    Indiana  Battery 


Total  . 


wounded .;  won  nded . 


J.  B.  SANBORN, 

Surgeon  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry  and  Senior  Surg.  Brigade. 


Report  of  killed  and  wounded  of  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 
at  the  battle  of  [OW]  Town  Creek,  Miss.,  July  15,  1864. 


Command. 


Killed 
on  field. 


24th  Regiment  Miasenri  Infantry 
14lh  Regiment  Iowa  Infantry  . .  *.  . 

27th  Regiment  Iowa  Infantry 

32d    Regiment  Iowa  Infantry  . . . . 
3d    Indiana  Battery .' 


Total  . 


Died    I  Sc\erely 
.since,    wounded. 


Slightly 
wounded. 


16 


Summ,ary  of  both  battles. — Killed,  3;  died  cince,  2;  severely  wounded, 
16:  slightly  wounded,  26;  total,  47.* 

J.  E.  SANBORN, 
Surgeon  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry  and  Senior  Surg.  Brigade. 

*  But  see  tabulation  from  uominal  list,  p.  255, 
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No.  24. 

Report  of  Gapt.  William  J.  Campbell,  Fourteemth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Iowa  Volunteek  Infantry, 

Gamp  near  Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  30, 1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  Four- 
teenth Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry  in  the  battles  of  Tupelo  and  [Old]  Town 
Creek,  Miss.,  on  the  14th  and  15th  days  of  July,  1864,  with  a  list  of 
casualties  which  occurred  during  the  two  engagements. 

At  the  battle  of  Tupelo,  on  the  14th  instant,  my  regiment  being  with 
the  brigMe  which  had  been  assigned  to  duty  as  train  guard,  therefore, 
was  not  in  the  engagement  during  the  day,  but  being  in  range  of  the 
rebel  guns  my  loss  was  1  man  killed  and  2  wounded.  At  dark  we  had 
gone  into  camp  in  the  edge  of  a  swamp  near  where  we  had  been  sta- 
tioned during  the  day.  In  a  few  minutes  after  the  rebels  made  an 
advance,  my  regiment  was  ordered  out  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade  to 
help  drive  them  off,  which  was  soon  done.  During  this  advance  my 
loss  was  1  man  wounded.  We  formed  line  where  part  of  our  troops 
had  been  stationed  during  the  day,  and  remained  until  morning  with- 
out further  annoyance. 

On  the  15th  instant  we  marched  from  the  battle-field  at  Tupelo  to 
[Old]  Town  Creek,  eight  or  ten  miles  distant,  and  were  about  going  into 
camp  when  the  relDels  made  a  rush  forward,  driving  our  rear  guard  of 
cavalry  into  the  camp  of  infantry,  then  planted  a  battery  and  at  once 
commenced  shelling  our  camp.  In  a  few  minutes  I  received  orders  to 
have  my  regiment  formed  for  immediate  action.  This  being  done,  the 
brigade  was  moved  out  and  formed  into  line  of  battle  in  a  swamp,  and 
then  advanced,  wading  [Old]  Town  Creek,  which  was  about  two  feet  de«p. 
After  passing  through  the  swamp  and  creek  we  reached  a  corn-field,  and 
there  met  the  enemy.  Our  boys  moved  forward  with  a  yell,  which  gave 
the  rebels  such  a  shock  that  their  lines  were  at  once  broken,  and  their 
men  so  terrified  that  their  officers  could  not  rally  them  to  make  a  stand, 
although  trying  it  several  times.  The  rebels  were  driven  off  in  about 
half  an  hour,  and  the  field  left  in  oiir  possession.  During  this  engage- 
ment many  of  my  men,  who  were  already  much  fatigued  by  the  march 
of  the  day  and  the  excessive  hot  sun,  were  overcome  with  heat  and 
dropped  out  of  ranks,  the  charge  being  over  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
in  length  and  through  a  corn-field,  but  nearly  all  came  up  and  joined 
their  respective  companies  as  soon  as  circumstances  would  permit. 

In  this  engagement  the  regiment  lost  2  killed  and  15  wounded,  mak- 
ing a  total  loss  in  the  two  days'  battle  of  3  killed  and  18  wounded. 

The  officers  and  men  of  this  regiment  who  were  in  each  engagement 
have  my  warmest  thanks  for  the  manner  in  which  they  conducted  them- 
selves during  the  battles  and  on  the  march  during  the  whole  expedi- 
tion. It  is  hard  to  compliment  without  doing  injustice  to  some  where 
every  one  is  trying  to  do  his  duty. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  J.  CAMPBELL, 
Captain,  Commanding  Fourteenth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Col.  James  I.  Gilbert, 

Gomdg,  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  16th  Army  Corps. 


'Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  3  enlisted  men  killed  and  18  wounded.    Another 
list  shows  1  killed  and  1?  wounded;  see  table,  p.  255. 
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No.  25. 

BeporU  of  Cd/pt.  Amos  M.  Haslip,  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Twenty-seventh  Eegt.  Iowa  Vol.  Infantry, 

In  the  Field,  near  La  Orange,  Tenn.,  July  21, 1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the 
Twenty-seventh  Eegiment  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry  in  the  engagement 
at  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  14, 1864. 

At  7  a.  m.  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  front  to  report  to  Major 
Fyan,  Twenty-fourth  Missouri  Infantry.  I  had  moved  up,  reported, 
and  taken  position  in  line  of  battle  immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  ad- 
vance Une,  when  I  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Moore,  commanding  division, 
to  move  by  the  right  flank  to  support  the  right.  I  immediately  com- 
plied with  the  order.  We  remained  in  this  position  a  half  hour,  when 
I  was  ordered  by  General  Smith  to  move  to  the  rear  to  support  the 
left.  I  moved  to  comply  with  the  order,  and  when  back  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  was  met  by  an  officer  of  Colonel  Moore's  staff,  who  halted  my  com- 
mand and  ordered  me  to  move  to  the  right  of  the  wagon  train.  About  1 
p.  m.  I  moved  with  the  brigade  to  the  left  of  the  wagon  train.  Adhere  we 
remained  until  4  p.  m.,  when  I  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Gilbert,  com- 
manding brigade,  to  move  to  the  support  of  the  left  of  the  advance  line. 
In  this  new  position  we  remained  until  sunset,  when  I  moved  again  to 
the  left  of  the  train  and  camped  in  line  of  battle.  At  9  p.  m.  I  moved 
in  the  right  center  of  the  brigade  to  our  former  position,  left  advance 
line,  where  we  remained  during  the  night  of  the  14th.  The  men  made 
the  fight  bravely  and  well. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties,* 

A.  M.  HASLIP, 
Captain  Company  A,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  W.  G.  DONNAN, 

Acting  ^Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqks.  Twenty-seventh  Eegt.  Iowa  Vol.  Inpantey, 

In  the  Field,  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  July  21, 1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  ta  make  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Twenty-seventh  Eegiment  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry 
in  the  engagement  at  Old  Town  Creek,  Miss.,  July  15, 1864: 

We  had  encamped  for  the  night  after  a  fatiguing  march  from  Tupelo, 
Miss.  The  enemy  approached  on  the  Tupelo  road,  following  and  skir- 
mishing with  the  main  column.  When  near  Old  Town  Creek  they  (the 
enemy)  commenced  shelling  our  camp.  We  were  brdered  out  and 
formed  in  line  of  battle.  We  waded  the  waist-deep  creek  and  on  the 
double-quick  crossed  a  corn-field,  driving  the  enemy  in  stronger  force 
and  from  a  good  position,  under  a  scorching  sun,  for  over  a  mile.  Eeach- 
ing  the  hill  from  which  he  had  shelled  our  camp  we  were  halted  and 
soon  received  re-enforcement  of  two  regiments  on  our  right.  My  posi- 
tion during  the  engagement  was  the  extreme  right  of  the  Second  Bri- 
gade, commanded  by  Col.  James  I.  Gilbert. 

*  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  10  men  wounded. 
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I  cannot  too  highly  speak  of  the  courage  and  discipline  of  both  officers 
and  men,  who  after  having  hardly  any  rest  the  night  before  and  march- 
ing all  day  still  showed  that  discipline  when  called  upon  which  is  so 
essential  to  the  good  of  the  service. 
I  append  the  following  list  of  casualties.* 

AMOS  M.  HASLIP, 
Captain  Company  A,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Lieut.  W.  G.  DoNNAN, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2d  Brig.,  3d  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps. 


No.  26.  . 
Reports  of  Maj.  Jonathan,  Hutchison,  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Thirty-second  Iovta  Infantry, 

La  Grange,  Tenn.,  July  21, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  relation  to  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  action  of 
the  14th  instant,  at  Tupelo,  Miss.,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  6 
a.  m.  I  formed  my  command  in  line  of  battle,  on  the  left  of  the  Four- 
teenth Iowa  Infantry.  Shortly  after  I  received  orders  to  change  front, 
faced  to  the  rear,  throwing  a  line  of  skirmishers  about  100  yards  in  ad- 
vance, covering  the  right  and  front  of  my  line.  The  enemy  having 
pressed  our  line  in  front  (the  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  and  Twenty-fourth 
Missouri  Infantry),  we  moved  forward  to  its  support,  leaving  the  Four- 
teenth and  Thirty -second  Iowa  Infantry  on  the  line  where  first  sta- 
tioned, the  enemy  shelling  us  very  severely.  At  7.30  a.  m.,  the  enemy 
threatening  our  left,  I  received  orders  to  move  by  the  left  flank  across 
the  Tupelo  road,  and  form  on  the  right  of  the  Eleventh  Missouri  In- 
fantry, the  Fourteenth  Iowa  Infantry  forming  on  my  right.  This  order 
was  executed  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery.  At  8.30  a.  m.  I  was  ordered 
to  rejoin  my  brigade,  which  was  stationed  on  the  extreme  right  of  the 
original  line  occupied  by  my  command.  At  5  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  to 
the  front,  taking  position  on  the  extreme  left  of  our  line,  and  on  the  left 
of  the  Fourteenth  Iowa  Infantry.  Skirmishers  were  thrown  out,  cover- 
ing the  front  of  my  regiment.  Considerable  skirmishing  was  kept  up 
along  our  line  until  dusk,  when  our  main  line  was  withdrawn  to  the 
rear.  At  8  p.  m.  the  skirmishers  were  partially  driven  from  their  posi- 
tion by  an  advancing  line  of  the  enemy,  when  my  regiment  was  or- 
dered to  form  on  its  original  position,  occupied  previously  at  5  p.  m.,  on 
the  left  of  the  Fourteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  which  it  did  under  a  galling 
fire  of  musketry,  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position  in  front  of  our 
line.  We  continued  to  hold  the  position  until  the  morning  of  the  15th 
instant,  when  we  were  withdrawn,  preparatory  to  marching. 

The  oflScers  and  men  conducted  themselves  in  a  creditable  manner. 

I  herewith  inclose  a  list  of  casualties.t 

^  JOKATHAlir  HUTCHISON, 

Major,  Comma/nding  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry.    ■ 

Lieut.  William  G.  Donnan, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Brigade. 

*  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  1  enlisted  man  killed  and  15  wounded, 
t  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  3  men  wounded. 
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Headquabteks  Thikty-sbcond  Iowa  Infantry, 

La  Grange^  Tenn.,  July  21, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  relation  to  the  part  sustained  by  my  command  in  the  engage- 
ment at  Old  Town  Creek  on  the  15th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  reporfc 
that  during  the  march  between  Tupelo  and  Old  Town  Creek  my  com- 
mand was  put  in  charge  of  part  of  the  train,  moving  with  them  and 
going  into  camp  at  4  p.  m.  on  Old  Town  Creek.  At  5  p.  m.,  the  First, 
Division  having  passed  in  advance,  the  enemy  obtained  possession  of 
a  position  that  commanded  our  camp.  They  planted  a  battery  and  im- 
mediately commenced  shelling  us,  the  shells  striking  with  accuracy 
and  precision.  I  was  ordered  to  move  out  by  the  right  flank,  crossing 
Old  Town  Creek,  formed  in  line  of  battle  and  moved  forward,  taking 
I30sition  on  the  right  of  the  Fourteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  who,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry,  had  charged  the  battery 
and  had  taken  jjosition  on  the  ridge,  which  position  was  held  till  the 
morning  of  the  16th  instant,  when  we  moved  forward  with  the  com- 
mand. 

The  officers  and  men  conducted  themselves  with  characteristic  cour- 

^^^"  JONATHAN  HUTCHISON, 

Major,  Commanding  Thirty-second  Regiment  Iowa  Infantry. 

Lieut.  W.  G.  DONNAN, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Brigade. 


No.  27. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Robert  W.  Fyan,  Tiventy-fourth  Missouri  Infantry. 

Hdqes.  Taventy-foukth  Missouri  Vol.  Infantry, 

La  Grange.,  Tenn,  July  21,  1864. 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  this  date,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Twenty-fourth  Missouri  Vol- 
unteer Infantry  in  the  battle  of  the  14th  instant : 

-On  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant,  at  about  7.15  o'clock,  I  was  notified 
the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  would  be 
held  in  reserve.  In  lialf  an  hour  after  that  time  I  was  ordered  by  Col- 
onel Gilbert,  commanding  brigade,  to  move  forward  my  regiment  to 
such  place  as  would  be  designated  by  Lieutenant  Raymond,  division 
quartermaster.  I  obeyed  the  order,  reporting  to  Colonel  Moore,  divis- 
ion commander.  He  placed  us  in  position  about  sixty  yards  in  rear 
of  the  Third  Indiana  Battery.  Our  position  was  well  sheltered;  other- 
wise we  might  have  suffered  severely,  as  we  were  in  du'ect  range  of  the 
rebel  battery.  In  this  position  we  remained  until  about  10.30  a.  m., 
when  I  received  an  order  from  Major-General  Smith  ordering  me  to  re- 
port my  regiment  to  Colonel  Wolfe,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  Third 
Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps.  This  order  being  obeyed.  Colonel 
Wolfe  placed  us  on  the  right  of  his  brigade  and  immediately  between 
the  First  and  Third  Brigades.  Here  we  remained  until  relieved  by 
order  of  Colonel  Gilbert,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  who  withdrew 
us,  and  we  rejoined  our  own  brigade,  moving  with  it  to  the  front  on 
the  Okolona  road,  our  regiment  being  on  the  right  of  the  brigade. 
Here  we  remained  until  near  dusk,  when,  leaving  Company  A  on  picket, 
the  regiment  withdrew,  with  brigade,  and  stacked  arms  preparatory  to 
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getting  supper.  A  little  after  dark  we  were  ordered  out  to  drive  back 
the  rebels,  who  had  attacked  the  pickets  in  force.  In  obeying  the  order 
the  regiment  formed  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  moved  upon 
the  enemy  on  the  right  of  the  brigade  firing  as  we  advanced.  The 
rebels  gave  back  from  the  strong  position  they  had  secured.  Arriving 
at  the  original  position  occupied  by  the  brigade,  we  remained  under 
arms  all  night.  During  the  day  we  had  several  men  wounded,  as  fol- 
lows :  * 

The  regiment  conducted  itself  gallantly  during  the  day.  Whilst  it 
was  detached  from  the  brigade,  the  only  complaint  1  heard  was  that  we 
were  kept  from  coming  to  close  quarters  with  the  rebels.  As  regards 
its  behavior  in  the  night  engagement,  we  were  under  the  immediate 
observation  of  the  brigade  commander,  who  can  speak  as  to  our  deport- 
ment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  FYA]Sr, 
Major,  Commanding  Twenty-fourth  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Lieut.  William  G.  Donnan, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2d  Brig.,  3d  Biv.,  16th  Army  Corps. 


HdQRS.  TWENTY-FOtlETH  MISSOURI  VOL.  INFANTRY, 

La  Grange,  Tenn.,  July  21, 1864. 

In  compliance  with  orders  received  this  date,  I  beg  leave  to  hand  you' 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Twenty-fourth  Missouri 
Volunteer  Infantry  in  the  battle  of  the  15th  instant : 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  instant,  when  encamped  about  seven 
miles  north  of  Tupelo,  the  enemy  threw  into  our  camp,  unexpectedly, 
shells.  By  order  of  Colonel  Gilbert,  our  brigade  commander,  my  regi- 
ment was  immediately  formed  in  line  and  marched  toward  the  enemy, 
but  was  held  with  the  Thirty-second  Iowa  in  reserve  and  formed  in  the 
rear  of  the  advanced  line  of  the  brigade  at  the  base  of  a  hill  perpen- 
dicular to  the  road.  AVe  remained  in  this  position  a  short  time,  when 
we  were  ordered  to  advance  by  Colonel  Gilbert.  I  moved  my  regiment 
by  the  right  flank  to  the  road,  marched  along  the  road  in  direction  of 
the  enemy,  and  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  in  advance  of  our  former  position.  At  this  point  we  remained, 
having  had  no  engagement  with  the  enemy,  except  an  occasional  shot 
by  our  skirmishers,  until  sundown,  when  we  fell  back  by  order  of  Col- 
onel Gilbert,  brigade  commander,  one-quarter  of  a  mile  and  remained  in 
line  of  battle  during  the  night. 

During  the  above  engagement  our  casualties  were  none. 

1^0  complaint  was  heard  through  my  regiment,  but  a  desire  to  meet  on 
the  morrow  the  already  vairquished  foe. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  FYAN, 
Major,  Commanding  Ttcenty  fourth  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Lieut.  William  G.  Donnan, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2d  Brig.,  3d  Biv.,  16th  Army  Corps. 

*  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  7  enlisted  men  wounded. 
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No.  28. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Richard  Burns,  Third  Indiana  Battery. 
Camp  Third  Indiana  Battbey, 
Near  La  Orange,  Tenn.,  July  21, 1864. 
Lieutenant  :  In  compliance  with  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  as  follows,  concerning  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  late 
engagements  with  the  enemy  on  the  lith,  15th,  and  ICth  instant,  near 
Tupelo,  Miss.,  viz: 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant  I  was  ordered  to  report  with  my 
command,  consisting  of  foiir  guns  of  the  Third  Indiana  Battery,  to  Col- 
onel Murray,  commanding  a  brigade  of  the  Third  Division,  Sixteenth 
Army  Corps.  This  I  did,  and  was  stationed  by  him  in  front  of  his  com- 
mand, near  the  road  leading  from  Pontotoc,  Miss.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss, 
About  G  a.  m.  of  the  same  day  the  enemy  showed  themselves  in  consid- 
erable force  in  different  parts  of  the  country  immediately  before  us, 
when  I  began  to  throw  shell  at  them,  principally  from  two  James  rifled 
pieces.  This  was  kept  up  but  a  short  time,  when  the  enemy  in  consid- 
erable numbers  made  a  charge  against  our  forces  in  that  part  of  the 
field.  Three  of  my  guns  (two  12-pounder  smooth-bores  and  one  6- 
pounder  James  rifle)  were  at  this  time  brought  to  bear  on  the  columns 
of  the  enemy,  as  they  advanced,  with  as  much  activity  and  accuracy  as 
the  nature  of  the  ground  and  other  circumstances  would  permit,  and  I 
have  reason  to  believe  did  good  execution  against  the  same  and  con- 
tributed materially  toward  victory  on  our  side  in  that  part  of  the  field. 
Immediately  before  the  charge  above  mentioned,  I  was  ordered  to  send 
one  gun  to  the  right  of  Colonel  Murray's  brigade.  Lieut.  Philip  Mc- 
Pherson  took  charge  of  the  same,  and  stationed  his  piece  (a  6-pounder 
James  rifle)  on  the  road  leading  from  Tupelo  to  Pontotoc,  and  used  it 
against  the  enemy  in  all  possible  directions  and  with  creditable  effect 
for  about  one  hour  and  a  half,  when  his  ammunition  gave  out  and  he 
himself  was  wounded.  After  the  first  heavy  charge  of  the  enemy,  my 
other  guns  were  used  steadily  against  them  wherever  there  Avas  a  chance 
of  doing  service  until  about  9  a.  m.,  when  the  firing  at  all  points  had 
pretty  much  ceased.  Casualties  in  the  action  were:  Lieut.  Philip  Mc- 
Pherson  and  2  privates  seriously,  and  1  corporal  and  1  private  slightly, 
wounded,  2  artillery  horses  killed,  and  1  gun  (a  6-pounder  James  rifle) 
dismounted  by  a  shot  from  the  enemy's  gun. 

The  part  taken  in  action  against  the  enemy  by  my  command  on  the 
15th  instant  consisted  in  firing  a  few  shots  ftom  a  12-pounder  gun  at 
the  enemy,  by  order  of  brigade  commander.  Colonel  Gilbert,  on  the 
road  a  few  miles  out  from  Tupelo. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  16th,  and  just  before  going  into  camp, 
the  enemy  attacked  our  forces  on  the  march,  in  the  rear,  pretty  sharply, 
when  I  was  ordered  with  one  gun  to  assist  the  cavalry  in  holding  the 
enemy  in  check.  With  a  12-pounder  smooth-bore  I  shelled  the  woods  in 
the  rear  of  the  camps  of  the  Third  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 
from  a  commanding  position  for  about  one-half  hour,  but  vnth  what 
effect  is  not  known. 

During  the  engagements  mentioned  my  battery  fired  near  500  rounds 
of  ammunition. 

My  command  deserves  especial  praise  for  attention  to  their  duties  at 
all  times  when  called  upon. 

EICHAED  BUENS, 
First  Lieutenant,  Third  Indiana  Battery,  Gomdg.  Company, 

Lieut.  W.  G.  DoNNAN, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2d  Brig.,  3d  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps. 
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No.  29. 

Report  of  Col.  Edward  H.  Wolfe,  Fifty-second  Indiana  Infantry,  com- 
manding Third  Brigade,  including  attack  on  train  near  La  Fayette, 
Tenn.,  June  23. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  39, 1864. 

Lieutenant:  In  compliance  with  orders  from  Leadquarters  Third 
Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  July  28,  1864,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  command  during 
the  late  expedition  to  Tupelo,  Miss. : 

In  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  63,  paragraph  VI,  headquarters 
Right  Wing,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  23, 1864,  my 
command,  after  having  been  paid  off,  proceeded  by  train  to  Moscow,  on 
the  23d.  When  near  La  Fayette  a  party  of  guerrillas  fired  into  the  train, 
killing  and  wounding  several.  Some  of  the  men  who  jumped  or  fell  off 
the  cars  were  captured  and  afterward  murdered.  Their  bodies  were 
recovered  by  a  party  of  the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry  and  recognized  by 
Lieutenant  McDonald,  One  hundred  and  seventy-eighth  New  York 
Volunteers.  At  Moscow  the  brigade  remained  until  the  27th,  when  it 
took  up  the  line  of  march  for  La  Grange,  which  was  reached  the  same 
day. 

Ou  July  5,  at  4  p.  m.,  left  La  Grange  for  Pontotoc;  arrived  there  July 
11.  While  there  my  command  was  almost  constantly  kept  under  arms 
on  account  of  the  enemy  firing  at  intervals  into  the  pickets.  Left  Pon- 
totoc for  Tupelo  on  13th.  Upon  arriving  there  on  the  same  day  the  com- 
mand went  into  camp,  mth  the  exception  of  the  One  hundred  and 
seventeenth  Illinois,  which  was  placed  in  position  on  a  high  and  com- 
manding ridge  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  Third  Division. 

At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  when  our  pickets  were  at- 
tacked, my  command  was  ordered  to  take  position  in  order  of  battle  on 
the  ridge  above  referred  to,  to  connect  on  my  right  with  the  First  Bri- 
gade, Third  Division,  and  on  my  left  with  a  brigade  of  colored  troops. 
At  7  a.  m.,  after  driving  in  our  skirmishers,  the  enemy  appeared  in  con- 
siderable force  in  front  of  the  First  Brigade,  with  the  unmistakable 
intention  of  carrying  the  batteries.  A  well-directed  fire  from  the  right 
oblique  by  part  of  my  command  (Fifty-second  Indiana  and  One  hundred 
and  seventy-eighth  New  York  Volunteers),  and  a  terrible  cross-fire  of 
sliell,  case,  and  canister  by  Battery  G,  Second  Illinois  Artillery,  must 
have  contributed  considerably  in  throwing  the  enemy  into  confusion 
and  compelling  him  to  beat  a  hasty  retreat.  For  about  three  hours  the 
enemy  kept  shelling  my  lines,  but  was  vigorously  replied  to  by  Battery 
G,  Second  Illinois  Artillery,  with  the  effect  of  silencing  one  of  his 
batteries  (smooth-bores)  and  compelling  another  one  (rifled  guns)  to 
move  out  of  our  range,  which  rendered  their  fire  comparatively  harm- 
less. For  the  balance  of  the  day  the  enemy  left  us  undisturbed  until  10 
p.  m.,  when,  driving  in  the  pickets,  a  considerable  force  came  charging 
in  on  my  left,  evidently  with  the  design  of  driving  us  from  our  emi- 
jience,  the  key  to  the  whole  battle-field.  The  brigade  of  colored  troops 
and  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division  {on  left  of  colored  troops), 
having  left  their  jpositions  in  the  evening  my  command  was  first  to  meet 
the  enemy,  whose  fire  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  was  v«ry  determined, 
but  meeting  with  still  more  determination  he  soon  gave  way.  In  this 
night  attack  the  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  Illinois  bore  the  most 
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conspicuous  part,  and  I  accord  to  this  regiment  all  credit  for  the  prompt 
manner  in  which  they  met  and  repulsed  the  enemy  on  that  occasion. 

On  the  15th,  at  10  a.  m.,  I  was  ordered  to  abandon  my  jwsition  and 
move  my  command  to  the  Tupelo  road,  from  where  it  marched  toward 
Ellistown,  escorting  the  train.  In  the  afternoon,  while  halting  west  of 
Old  Town  Creek,  the  enemy  appeared  unexpectedly,  and,  taking  posses- 
sion of  a  commanding  position,  commenced  shelling  our  train.  At  5  p. 
m.  my  command  was  ordered  to  recross  Old  Town  Creek  and  take  posi- 
tion on  a  ridge  on  the  right  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
where  it  remained  until  next  morning  at  6  a.  m.,  when,  the  enemy  not  re- 
appearing, I  was  ordered  to  withdraw  and  take  my  place  in  the  column 
en  route  for  Ellistown.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  while  in  camp 
near  Ellistown,  the  enemy  attacked  our  cavalry  pickets,  and  a  section 
of  Battery  G,  Second  Illinois  Artillery,  being  ordered  out  by  Col.  David 
Moore,  commanding  Third  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  lired  a  few 
rounds  at  the  enemy,  with  what  effect  is  unknown.  On  the  17th  left 
camp  near  Ellistown  for  La  Grange,  arriving  there  on  the  21st,  having 
passed  through  New  Albany  and  Salem.  On  the  22d  I  was  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Collierville,  where  my  command  arrived  and  took  the  cars 
on  the  23d,  leaving  for  and  reaching  Memphis  same  day.  Distance 
marched  from  Moscow  to  Tupelo  and  back  to  Collierville,  276  miles. 

The  casualties  on  Memphis  and  Charleston  Eailroad  on  June  23, 1864, 
when  the  train  was  fired  into  near  La  Fayette,  Tenn.,  are  as  follows : 
Killed,  5;  wounded,  2.* 

Very  respectfdUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  n.  WOLFE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Third  Brigade. 

Lieut.  James  B;  Comstock, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Division,  16th  Army  Corps. 


ISo.  30. 


Report  of  Col.  Risdon  M.  Moore,  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  Illinois  In- 
fantry. 

Headqtjaetees  117th  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 

La  Grange,  Tenn.,  July  21, 1864. 

Lieutenant  :  In  compliance  with  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
the  part  taken  in  the  battle  near  Tupelo,  Miss.,  on  the  14th  instant,  by 
my  command,  the  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  Illinois  Volunteer  In- 
fantry : 

By  order  of  Col.  E.  H.  Wolfe,  commanding  the  Third  Brigade,  I  placed 
the  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  in  position  on  the  evening  of  the  13tli 
on  the  extreme  left  of  the  Third  Division,  on  a  high  and  commanding 
ridge. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  14th  the  Second  Illinois  Batteryt  was 
placed  on  ray  right,  and  I  received  orders  to  support  it  in  case  of  an  at- 
tack. The  regiment  kept  that  position,  with  slight  changes,  during  the 
entire  action.  The  regiment  was  well  protected  by  the  ridge,  otherwise 
it  would  have  suffered  severely  from  shell  that  were  thrown  at  the  Sec- 

*  Nominal  list  of  casualties  in  the  engagement  near  Tupelo  shows  for  this  hrigade 
a  loss  of  1  killed  and  6  wounded, 
t  Battery  G,  Second  Illinois  Artillery. 
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ond  Illinois  Battery  from  two  different  positions  with  great  accuracy  and 
rapidity.  As  the  fire  from  the  Second  Illinois  Battery  was  very  galUug, 
the  rebels  seemed  determined  to  drive  our  forces  from  our  well-selected 
position.  Failing  in  this  a  force  undertook  to  surprise  and  drive  us  away 
by  a  night  attack.  The  brigade  of  colored  infantry,  and  the  Second  Bri- 
gade, of  the  Third  Division,  had  left- their  positions  in  the  evening,  and  a 
considerable  force  came  in  on  our  left,  driving  in  the  pickets  of  those 
brigades,  and  were  rapidly  moving  down  on  our  position,  evidently  with 
the  design  of  driving  us  from  our  eminence,  the  key  to  the  whole  battle- 
field. By  Colonel  Wolfe's  order  I  moved  the  One  hundred  and  seven- 
teenth rapidly  up  to  meet  them.  We  soon  became  hotly  engaged.  The 
enemy's  Are  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  was  very  determined,  but  we 
were  more  determined,  and  they  soon  gave  way. 

Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  the  regiment  sustained  no  loss. 
Quite  a  number  of  the  men  were  struck  by  pieces  of  shells,  but  only 
three  sustained  injuries  to  disable  tliem  for  any  length  of  time.  Capt. 
John  li.  Thomas,  Company  I,  severely  bruised  on  right  arm  by  shell ; 
Private  J.  G.  Sandbach,  Company  1),  wounded  in  mouth  and  left  hand 
by  shell;  L.B.Gwyn,  Company  B,  wounded  in  neck  by  ball;  Private  A. 
E.  Geer,  Company  C,  missing  since  July  13 ;  Private  John  G.  Morler, 
Company  G,  missing  since  July  12.  Both  of  the  above  missing  are  sup- 
posed to  be  captured. 

I  would  here  say  that  all  my  oflftcers  and  every  man,  with  but  very 
few  exceptions,  discharged  their  whole  duties. 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  M.  MOOEE, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  S.  H.  Dbneen, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division. 


No.  31. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Zalmon  S.  Main,  Fifty-second  Indiana  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Fifty-second  Regt.  Veteran  Vols., 
Third  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  La  Graw/e,  Term.,  July  21, 1864. 

Adjutant  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  brigade  headquarters 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  Fifty-second  Indiana 
Volunteers  in  the  late  engagement  with  Forrest's  command  near 
Tupelo,  Miss.,  on  the  14th  instant: 

The  regiment  arrived  and  encamped  at  the  above-named  place  on  the 
evening  of  the  13th  instant,  after  having  marched  a  distance  of  some 
twenty  miles,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  early  on  the  following  morn- 
ing, occupying  the  right  center  of  the  brigade  across  a  large  unculti- 
vated field,  facing  westward,  with  a  dense  strip  of  woods  some  600 
yards  iii  front.  Some  thirty  minutes  after  the  regiment  had  been 
formed  in  line  a  rebel  brigade  was  seen  making  a  charge  through  an 
open  field  some  distance  to  the  right  of  the  regiment  and  aboTit  500 
yards  off,  when  the  colonel  commanding  the  brigade  gave  the  command 
to  fire.  After  firing  a  few  rounds,  the  enemy  gave  away,  when  an  ad- 
vance was  made,  the  regiment  keeping  well  in  line.  After  advancing 
some  600  yards  the  command  was  halted  and  marched  to  its  former 
position,  where  the  regiment  remained  in  line  of  battle  until  about  10 
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o'clock  at  night,  when  the  left  of  the  brigade  was  attacked,  which  the 
regiment  assisted  in  repelling.  After  the  attack  was  repulsed  I  was 
ordered  with  my  command  to  occupy  its  former  position,  where  I  re- 
mained until  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  take  up  its  line  of  march  for 
this  place. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties :  Killed,  First  Lieut.  W.  H.  Her- 
ron,  commanding  Company  E  ;  missing  during  the  expedition,  Asst. 
Surg.  James  L.  F.  Garrison. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.     Z.  S.  MAIN, 
Lieut.  Col.  53d  Regiment  Indiana  Infantry  Vols.,  Comdg.  Begt. 

Lieut.  S.  H.  Deneen, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Brigade. 


No.  32. 


Be/port  of  Gapt.  George  F.   Young,  One  hundred  and  seventy -eighth  New 

YorJc  Infantry. 

Headquarters  178th  New  York  Volunteers, 

Gamp  near  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  July  21, 1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  in 
regard  to  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  action  at  Tupelo,  Miss., 
ou  the  14th  instant : 

At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  that  day  the  regiment  was  marched 
into  the  open  field  in  front  of  the  night's  encampment,  and  placed  in 
position  in  order  of  battle.  The  enemy  commenced  the  attack  by  a 
vigorous  shelling,  which  was  replied  to  by  our  batteries,  at  about  6.30 
a.  m.  Shortly  after  that  musketry  fire  was  heard  on  our  right,  and  the 
enemy  appeared  in  considerable  force  in  front  of  the  brigade  posted  to 
the  right  of  the  regiment,  with  the  unmistakable  intention  of  carrying 
the  batteries  on  the  hill  in  our  rear.  A  well-directed  fire  from  the  right 
oblique  was  poured  into  the  enemy,  and  must  have  contributed  consid- 
erably in  throwing  the  same  in  confusion  and  forcing  him  to  retreat 
precipitately  and  with  great  loss.  The  6nemy  seemed  to  be  contented 
with  the  bloody  repulse,  and  firing  ceased  along  the  line  at  about  9.30 
a.  m.  Toward  dark  the  rebels  again  appeared  in  our  front  and  brisk 
skirmishing  ensued,  lasting  for  nearly  an  hour  and  ending  in  the  repulse 
of  the  enemy. 

The  men  under  my  command  behaved  extremely  well  during  the  short 
but  decisive  action,  and  at  one  time  could  not  be  restrained  from  ad- 
vancing and  charging  the  enemy. 

The  loss  during  the  engagement  amounted  to  the  wounding  of  1  en- 
listed man.  Private  Peter  Leppler,  Company  K,  slightly  in  hand.  This 
was  greatly  owing  to  the  high  and  inaccurate  firing  of  the  enemy. 

The  spirit  displayed  by  my  command  on  this  occasion  was  most  ad- 
mirable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  P.  YOUNG, 
Captain,  178th  New  York  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  S.  H.  Deneen, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  3d  Brig.,  3d  Biv.,  16th  Army  Corps. 
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No.  33. 

Report  of  Lieut.  John.  W.  Lowell,  Battery  G,  Second  Illinois  Light  Ar- 
tillery. 

Hdqes.  Batty.  G,  2d  Illinois  Light  Arty.,  Vet.  Vols., 

La  Orange,  Tenn.,  July  21, 1864. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  battery  in  tlie  battle  of  Tupelo,  on  the  14th  instant: 

I  was  ordered  to  place  my  battery  in  a  commanding  position  in  the 
front  of  the  Third  Brigade,  which  I  accomiilished  just  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action,  but  seeing  immediately  that  the  first  attack 
of  the  enemy  would  be  made  farther  to  our  right  I  changed  my  battery 
front  so  as  to  command  the  ground  in  front  of  the  First  Brigade.  As 
soon  as  the  enemy  showed  his  line  preparatory  to  making  the  charge 
on  the  battery  to  our  right,  I  opened  a  destructive  cross-fire  upon  his 
lines  with  shell,  and  in  the  charge  which  immediately  followed  I  pro- 
duced the  most  terrible  destruction  in  their  ranks,  pouring  in  a  deadly 
cross-fire  of  shell,  case,  and  canister  until  their  shattered  fragments 
entirely  disappeared  from  sight.  From  the  advantageous  position  of 
my  battery,  I  believe  my  guns  did  this  brigade  of  the  enemy  more 
damage  than  all  the  other  fire  combined.  My  shells  were  bursting 
every  instant  in  their  ranks,  and  beyond  a  doubt  it  was  one  of  my  shells 
that  caused  the  death  of  Greneral  Faulkner  and  his  splendid  charger. 
I  had  just  ceased  firing  when,  by  order  of  General  Smith,  one  section 
was  placed  in  position  farther  to  the  left,  and  by  a  few  well-directed 
shots  broke  the  line  the  enemy  was  forming  directly  in  the  front  of  our 
brigade.  By  jjermission  of  Colonel  Wolfe,  commanding  brigade,  I  then 
moved  up  the  other  section  to  the  same  position  and  attacked  the  two 
batteries  of  the  enemy  which  had  opened  upon  my  battery.  I  soon 
silenced  the  battery  of  smooth-bores,  but  the  rifled  guns,  which  were  at 
a  great  distance  from  my  position  and  entirely  out  of  view,  kept  up 
their  fire  but  did  no  damage.  While  thus  employed  the  enemy  brought 
a  regiment  of  cavalry  up  under  cover  of  the  woods  a  little  to  the  left  of 
our  front,  dismounted  them,  and  advanced  into  the  woods  to  within 
about  600  yards  of  my  battery,  apparently  with  the  intention  of  attack- 
ing the  battery.  I  immediately  sent  word  to  the  colonel  commanding 
the  brigade,  and  trained  my  guns  upon  them.  As  the  woods  were  thick 
I  could  only  guess  at  the  effects  by  the  explosion  of  my  shells  and  the 
crashing  among  the  timber;  but  an  officer  of  the  One  hundred  and  sev- 
enteenth Illinois,  who  commanded  the  skirmishers  in  front  of  my  bat- 
tery, teDs  me  that  before  we  had  fired  ten  shots  the  rebels  broke  and 
ran  in  the  wildest  confusion  to  the  farther  line  of  timber.  He  also  says 
jny  shells  killed  a  horse  and  his  rider,  and  an  orderly  of  Colonel  Moore's, 
I  think,  showed  me  letters  which  he  took  from  the  person  of  this  rebel 
officer,  which  showed  him  to  be  Colonel  Crossland,  of  the  Seventh  Ken- 
tucky (rebel)  Eegiment,  and  who  was  commanding  a  brigade.  As  my 
guns"  were  by  this  time  much  heated  and  my  men  much  exhausted,  and 
there  appearing  to  be  no  necessity  for  continuing  firing,  I  ceased  tor 
half  an  hour,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  General  Smith,  observing 
the  enemy  to  be  forming  a  line  still  farther  to  the  left,  ordered  me  to 
bring  up  one  gun  and  open  on  them.  The  first  shell  burst  right  in  their 
midst,  opening  their  line  for  thirty  yards.  When  six  shots  had  been 
fired  not  one  of  the  enemy  was  to  be  seen.  As  they  did  not  again  show 
themselves  during  the  day  we  did  no  further  firing. 
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During  tlie  early  part  of  the  action  Private  Thomas  McCauley  had 
his  thigh  broken  by  a  shell;  his  leg  was  amputated.  Although  the 
enemy  threw  a  great  amount  of  shell  at  us,  by  screening  my  battery  as 
much  as  possible  the  enemy  did  us  no  damage  except  the  above  men- 
tioned. I  have  no  men  missing,  and  have  had  no  absentees  during  the 
expedition. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  my  officers  and  men  behaved  to  my  sat- 
isfaction, and  1  think  I  have  cause  to  be  proud  of  their  conduct. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  JOHN  W.  LOWELL, 

First  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  Deneen, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  3d  Brig.,  3d  2)iv.,  IGth  Army  Corps. 


No.  34. 


Report  of  Col.  Edward  Bouton,  Fifty-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  com- 
manding First  Brigade,  U.  8.  Colored  Troops. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  25,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  late  expedition  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  under 
command  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith: 

On  the  18th  day  of  June,  1864, 1  moved  from  Memphis  with  the 
Sixty-first  and  Sixty-eighth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  and  Battery  I,  Sec- 
ond U.  S.  Colored  Artillery  (Light),  by  military  railroad  to  a  point  four 
miles  west  of  La  Fayette,  Tenn.,  where  the  troops  were  disembarked 
and  marched  to  La  Fayette  Station,  at  which  point  my  command  was 
disposed  of  so  as  to  guard  the  railroad  bridges,  &c.,  four  miles  west  and 
one  mile  east,  and  camped  at  this  place  until  June  28, 18G4. . 

On  June  27,  1864, 1  brought  out  from  Memphis  the  Fifty-ninth  Regi- 
ment U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  via  railroad  to  Moscow,  Tenn. 

I  moved  with  my  command  to  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  June  28  and  29,  a 
part  being  transported  by  railroad  and  the  remainder  marching.  My 
brigade,  as  here  organized,  consisted  of  the  Fifty-ninth  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry,  Maj.  James  C.  Foster  commanding;  Sixty -first  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry,  Col.  F.  A.  Kendrick  commanding ;  Sixty-eighth  U.  S.  Colored  In- 
fantry, Col.  J.  B.  Jones  commanding;  Battery  I,  Second  U.  S.  Colored 
Artillery  (Light),  Capt.  Louis  B.  Smith  commanding.  Total  strength, 
1,835  enlisted  men  and  64  commissioned  officers ;  total  aggregate,  exclu- 
sive of  brigade  staff,  1,899;  the  men  in  light  marching  order,  with  rub-* 
ber  blankets  only,  and  supplied  with  forty  rounds  of  ammunition  in 
boxes. 

On  the  3d  day  of  July  I  received  my  transportation  via  rail  from  Mem- 
phis, which  enabled  me  to  make  a  supply  train  for  my  brigade  of  twenty- 
six  wagons,  which  I  loaded  with  100  rounds  per  man  reserved  ammu- 
nition, nine  days'  rations,  and  nine  days'  grain  and  forage  for  stock.  In 
compliance  with  orders,  I  moved  with  my  brigade  at  4  p.  m.,  July  5,  to 
Davis'  Mills,  Miss.,  six  miles  distant,  where  we  went  into  camp  at  dark. 

July  6,  moved  at  4  a.  m.,  marching  in  rear  of  column,  guarding  gen- 
eral supply  train,  in  which  order,  with  very  little  changes,  we  marched  to 
Pontotoc,  Miss.,  winch  jioint  we  reached  by  easy  marches  July  11, 1864, 
passing  through  Kipley  and  New  Albany. 
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On  the  12th  day  of  July  was  in  camp  at  Pontotoc,  south  of  town,  near 
the  Okolona  road.  About  2  p.  ni.  ten  or  fifteen  bushwhackers  approaclied 
my  camp  and  fired  on  some  men  picking  berries,  wounding  a  private 
belonging  to  Fifty-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry.  Sent  company  C,  Fifty- 
ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  commanded  by  Capt.  H.  Fox,  and  drove 
them  off  without  casualties. 

On  July  13  the  column  moved  at  4  a.  m.,  going  eastward  on  Tupelo 
road.  At  about  6  o'clock,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  Captain 
Hough,  I  threw  forward  the  Sixty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  to  occupy 
the  ridge  south  of  Pontotoc,  occupying  ground  vacated  by  the  Third 
Division  in  moving  out,  and  guarding  the  approach  on  Okolona  road. 
A  few  moments  after  7  the  advance  of  the  enemy's  column  came  up 
on  this  road,  and  became  engaged  with  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Sixty- 
first  Regiment,  consisting  of  Company  A,  Captain  Jean  commanding, 
but  were  soon  repulsed  with  loss  of  2  men.  The  entire  column,  includ- 
ing supply  train,  having  now  gotten  under  Avay,  I  moved  out  with  my 
brigade,  Colonel  Herrick  with  a  portion  of  the  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry 
being  in  rear  as  rear  guard  to  column.  My  column  was  only  well 
out  of  town  before  the  cavalry  in  rear  were  attacked,  ai)parently  in 
strong  force.  The  rear  of  my  column  was  about  two  miles  out  from 
Pontotoc,  when  Colonel  Herrick  sent  me  word  that  they  were  coming 
too  fast  for  him,  and  he  must  have  help.  Company  A,  Sixty-first  U.  S. 
Colored  Infantry,  had  at  this  time  been  back  with  the  cavalry,  skirmish- 
ing with  the  enemy's  advance  for  nearly  a  mile.  Seeing  a  desirable 
location  close  at  hand,  I  ordered  Colonel  Kendrick,  commanding  Sixty- 
first  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  to  ambush  them  with  two  companies,  which 
was  done  with  perfect  success,  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Foley,  of  that  regiment.  The  enemy's  column  coming  within  twelve  paces 
of  this  ambush  received  a  well-directed  volley,  which  emptied  15  or  20 
saddles  and  threw  his  column  back  in  confusion.  About  a  mile  farther 
on  I  ambushed  them  again  with  partial,  but  not  so  complete  success. 
About  five  miles  from  Pontotoc,  as  the  rear  of  my  column  had  i)assed 
down  a  hill  and  forded  a  small  stream,  he  came  forward  suddenly  in 
heavy  force,  and  driving  the  cavalry  forward  on  my  flank,  planted  a 
battery  on  the  hill  and  commenced  shelling  my  column  furiously,  doing, 
however,  but  little  damage.  I  moved  forward  under  this  fire  until  I 
gained  the  ridge  on  opposite  side  of  bottom,  where  I  put  my  battery  in 
position  and  answered  them  at  about  800  yards  range.  I  threw  the 
Fifty-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  in  line  on  right  of  the  battery  and 
the  Sixty-first  on  the  left,  holding  the  Sixty-eighth  in  reserve.  The 
enemy  approached  this  time  very  slowly,  and  only  engaged  it  at  long 
range.  As  the  train  was  moving  on  so  as  to  open  quit*  a  gap,  I  sent 
forward  the  Sixty-eighth  to  close  on  the  train,  soon  followed  by  the 
Sixty-first  Regiment  and  one  section  of  battery,  finally  withdrawing  the 
other  section  of  the  battery  and  one  wing  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Regiment, 
having  the  other  wing  concealed  by  thick  bruwsh  to  ambush  them  as  they 
advanced.  The  enemy  quickly  approached  this  line  by  moving  forward 
in  heavy  force  through  a  corn-field,  feeling  their  Avay  with  scattering- 
shots  until  within  fifteen  yards,  when  they  were  met  by  a  deadly  volley, 
quickly  followed  by  others,  w^hich  seemed  to  tell  on  them  with  terrible 
effect,  throwing  them  back  in  confusion.  This  line  was  now  with- 
drawn. In  retiring  it  was  fired  upon  from  both  flanks,  which  fire 
was  promptly  returned.  At  this  point  I  discovered  a  heavy  column 
of  the  enemy  moving  rapidly  forward  on  my  right  flank,  showing  three 
battle-flags,  which  information  I  immediately  sent  forward  by  an  orderly 


302  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  LI. 

to  Geueral  Mower.  About  oue  mile  from  this  ridge  I  again  formed 
line,  but  the  enemy  not  coming  to  engage  me  for  some  time  I  withdrew 
all  but  seven  companies  of  Sixty-first  Eegiment,  which  were  advanta- 
geously posted,  and  soon  engaged  the  enemy  closely  and  successfally. 
At  this  point  I  discovered  a  column  on  the  left  flank.  The  column 
on  the  right  also  developed  greater  strength  than  before,  which  infor- 
mation I  immediately  sent  forward  to  General  Mower  by  my  adjutant, 
stating  that  if  the  train  was  not  moved  quickly  forward  it  would  be  at- 
tacked. This  message  had  scarcely  reached  General  Mower  when  the 
attack  on  train  was  made.  From  this  point  1  contimied  forming  lines 
and  holding  the  enemy  in  check,  and  ambushing  him  at  every  favorable 
point,  using  the  Fifty-ninth  and  Sixty-first  Regiments,  holding  the 
Sixty-eighth  in  reserve  on  account  of  its  being  a  new  regiment  and 
inexperienced  in  field  service,  until  just  darli,  when  within  about  four 
miles  of  Tupelo,  the  Fifty-ninth  and  Sixty-first  had  become  so  fatigued 
and  completely  worn  out  that  I  was  compelled  to  put  two  companies  in 
ambush  of  Sixty-eighth,  relieving  them  at  a  little  distance  with  two 
more  companies.  These  four  companies  reserved  their  fire  until  the 
enemy  were  close  on  them,  and  delivered  it  with  good  effect  and  retired 
in  good  order.  At  this  point  I  was  relieved  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Burgh,  with  one  battalion  of  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry  and  one  battalion 
of  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  who  held  the  enemy  in  check,  so  as  to  allow 
my  column  to  move  on  to  camp  unmolested  except  by  a  few  shells  at 
long  range.  The  rear  of  my  column  reached  camp  about  9  p.  m.,  and 
went  into  camp  in  open  field  near  supply  train.  Our  casualties,  as  far 
as  could  be  ascertained,  this  day  were  1  killed,  7  wounded,  and  9  miss- 
ing. As  my  men  fell  back  several  times  through  thickets,  deployed  as 
skirmishers  under  pretty  severe  fire,  I  presume  most  of  the  missing 
were  killed,  and  their  fate  not  known  to  their  comrades.  Fighting  in 
the  mauuer  I  did,  with  my  men  concealed  and  under  cover,  I  was  able 
to  punish  the  enemy  pretty  severely  and  suffer  comparatively  no  loss. 
The  cavalry  in  our  rear,  under  Colonel  Herrick,  fought  with  bravery 
and  determination,  but  was  unable  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  when  he 
came  on  with  such  impetuosity  and  such  superiority  of  numbers. 

On  July  14,  soon  after  daylight,  in  comijliance  with  orders  from 
Captain  Hough,  I  formed  my  brigade  in  line  on  ridge,  about  1,200  yards 
from  old  field,  where  supply  train  was  corraled,  my  right  connecting 
with  the  left  of  Colonel  Wolfe's  brigade  and  fronting  in  a  southerly 
direction.  During  the  main  engagements  this  day  only  the  extreme 
right  of  my  main  hue,  consisting  of  Sixty-first  Eegiment,  was  engaged. 
My  skirmishers'  line  was  vigorously  engaged  full  half  the  day.  My 
line  was  continually  under  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  during  the 
main  engagement,  and  suffered  considerably  from  the  ofiect  of  shells, 
especially  the  Sixty-first  on  the  right.  Twice  in  the  afternoon  I  took 
forward  a  portion  of  Battery  I,  Second  U.  S.  Colored  Artillery  (Light), 
and  shelled  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  sharpshooters  out  of  the  timber  in 
our  fronts,  where  they  were  lodged  in  considerable  force.  At  about  7 
p.  m.  I  withdrew  my  line  to  a  ridge  some  700  yards  to  our  rear,  skirting 
a  strip  of  timber,  leaving  a  heavy  skirmish  line  on  the  ridge,  where  my 
line  had  been  formed  during  the  day.  This  line  became  engaged  soon 
after  dark,  and  at  about  9.30  p.  m.  was  advanced  »pon  by  the  enemy  in 
force  and  driven  back  nearly  to  the  ridge  on  which  my  brigade  lay.  I 
immediately  threw  my  brigade  forward  and  charged  up  the  hill,  fir- 
ing, with  fixed  bayonets,  repulsing  the  enemy  and  driving  them  from 
our  front,  and  occupied  our  former  line  at  about  10  p.  m.    I  should 
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judge  the  enemy  suffered  considerable  loss  from  this  repulse,  as  they 
■were  carrying  off  their  killed  and  wounded  with  ambulances  nearly  all 
night. 

On  July  15,  at  about  9  a.  m.,  in  compMance  with  orders,  I  withdrew 
to  the  old  field  in  bottom  where  the  supply  train  had  been  corraled,  the 
line  I  left  being  held  by  cavalry.  My  brigade  was  to  follow  the  Third 
Division  and  guard  supply  train.  My  train,  Battery  I,  and  Fifty-ninth 
Eegiment  had  moved  out  and  Sixty-first  was  just  moving  when  the 
cavalry  was  driven  from  their  position  and  forced  back  to  the  timber. 
I  received  orders  to  bring  back  the  Sixty-first  and  hold  them  and  the 
Sixty-eighth  in  readiness  to  meet  any  movements  of  the  enemy.  The 
enemy  still  advancing  and  driving  in  the  cavalry,  I  formed  Sixty-first 
and  Sixty-eighth  Eegimentsin  line  next  to  timber,  and  advancing  through 
it  in  line  of  battle  some  300  to  400  yards,  found  the  enemy  occupying 
ridge  where  my  line  had  rested  previous  to  its  being  attacked  the  night 
before.  I  immediately  charged,  firing,  with  fixed  bayonets,  forcing  the 
enemy  from  this  ridge  and  driving  them  back  800  or  900  yards  and 
beyond  my  old  line,  punishing  them  severely.  This  charge  was  made 
in  splendid  style  by  Sixty-first  and  four  companies  of  Sixty-eighth. 
After  occupying  this  position  a  short  time,  I  withdrew  to  ridge  near  the 
timber.  After  about  an  hour,  as  the  enemy  did  not  again  show  them- 
selves in  force,  I  moved  out,  in  compliance  with  orders,  on  Ellistown 
road  and  camped  on  Old  Town  Creek,  some  five  mUes  from  the  battle- 
field. 

On  July  16  marched  at  5  a.  m.  in  center  of  column,  guarding  ambu- 
lance and  supply  train,  in  which  general  order  of  march  we  moved  to 
La  Grange,  Tenn.,  which  point  we  reached  about  6  p.  m.  July  20,  pass- 
ing near  Ellistown,  through  New  Albany  and  Salem,  Miss.  Sending  my 
wagon  train  and  artillery  horses  by  State  Line  road,  and  transporting 
troops  by  railroad,  my  brigade  arrived  in  Memphis  on  the  night  of  22d 
and  morning  of  23d  of  July. 

I  think  the  ofllcers  and  men  of  my  command  are  deserving  of  credit 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duties  during  the  entire 
expedition.  Though  not  heavily  engaged  during  the  main  battle  of  the 
14th  they  faithfully  executed  every  order,  and  met  whatever  force  op- 
posed them  with  a  will  and  determination  highly  commendable. 

I  think  the  work  done  by  my  brigade  in  rear  of  column,  on  the  13th, 
was  a  severe  test  of  the  soldierly  qualities  and  power  of  endurance  of 
my  men.  We  moved  at  4  a.  m.,  marched  about  twenty  miles,  wentinto 
camp  at  9  p.  m. ;  were  seventeen  hours  under  arms  without  rest.  Some 
of  my  command  was  under  fire  over  half  the  time  and  was  in  line  of 
battle  an  average  of  over  ten  times.  During  the  day  my  column  was 
full  three  hours  under  fire  of  artillery  in  rear  or  on  flanks,  and  moved 
steadily  with  men  closed  in  ranks  without  wavering. 

Our  casualties  were  as  follows.* 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  BOUTON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

.  Lieut.  Chakles  P.  Brown, 

Actg.  As8t.  Adjt.  Gen.,  TJ.  8.  Colored  Troops. 

*  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  1  man  killed  and  8  men  wounded  of  the  Fifty-ninth ; 
1  officer  and  5  men  killed,  and  4  officers  and  36  men  wounded  of  the  Sixty-first ;  and 
1  man  killed,  and  3  officers  and  3  men  wounded  of  the  Sixty-eighth ;  total,  62.  See 
also  tahul^tioQ  from  corps  list,  p.  255.  ^^ 
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No.  35. 

Report  of  Brig.  •  Gen.  Benjamin  H.  Grierson,  U.  8.  Army,  communding 

Cavalry  Division. 

Hbqrs.  Cavalry  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  25, 1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  pursuance  of  the  orders 
of  Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Washburn,  commanding  District  of  West  Tennessee, 
dated  June  18, 1864,  I  concentrated  the  effective  portion  of  my  com- 
mand, numbering  about  3,200  men,  on  the  line  of  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Eailroad,  in  the  vicinity  of  La  Grrange,  Tenn.,  about  June  28, 
1864,  subject  to  the  orders  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith,  commanding  Eight 
Wing,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 

On  the  5tli  instant,  leaving  one  regiment  to  guard  La  Grange  till 
troops  should  come  for  that  purpose  from  Memphis,  I  moved  south- 
easterly toward  Eipley,  Miss.,  my  advance  guard  repeatedly  skirmish- 
ing with  small  parties  of  rebel  cavalry. 

1  arrived  at  a  poiut  three  miles  northeast  of  Eipley  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  7th,  when  I  was  rejoined  by  the  regiment  which  had  been  left  as 
guard  at  La  Grange  on  the  5th.  At  that  point  I  found  one  brigade  of 
the  enemy,  Avhich  was  driven  from  our  front  in  one  hour's  fighting  by  one 
regiment  without  loss;  the  enemy  left  4  dead  in  our  hands. 

Marching  on  the  next  day,  the  8th,  wherever  it  was  practicable  I 
moved  the  main  portion  of  my  command  upon  the  left  flank  of  the  in- 
fantry and  was  constantly  skirmishing  with  the  enemy. 

Reaching  Pontotoc  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  we  found  McCuUoch's 
rebel  brigade  occupying  the  town,  with  at  least  a  brigade  in  reserve 
upon  a  hill  south  of  the  town.  While  the  enemy  were  engaging  the 
Seventh  Kansas,  which  formed  the  advance  guard  of  the  infantry,  I 
moved  in  upon  the  cast  side  of  town  and  compelled  the  enemy  to 
evacuate  precipitately  and  in  some  confusion,  leaving  several  dead  and 
wounded  in  our  hands. 

The  next  day  we  remained  at  Pontotoc,  and  I  sent  the  Third  Iowa 
Cavalry,  Colonel  Noble,  and  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Burgh,  upon  a  reconnaissance,  the  Third  upon  the  Houston 
road  and  the  Ninth  upon  the  Okolona  road.  Soon  after  passing  the 
pickets  the  Ninth  became  briskly  engaged  with  Lyon's  (rebel)  brigade, 
and  drove  it  about  two  miles.  Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  1  killed 
and  7  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  we  resumed  the  march  toward  Tupelo, 
reaching  that  point  about  noon,  having  skirmished  with  and  drove  the 
enemy  almost  the  entire  distance.  During  this  day  they  left  7  dead  in 
our  hands. 

On  the  14tli,  during  the  engagement  at  Tupelo,  my  command  was 
disposed  on  the  right  and  left,  one  brigade  being  occupied  in  picketing, 
demonstrating,  and  skirmishing  on  each  flank.  Detachments  were 
employed  at  times  as  dismounted  skirmishers  in  front  and  center,  and 
the  different  portions  of  my  command,  especially  the  Ninth  Illinois 
Cavalry,  were  several  times  very  sharply  engaged  by  the  enemy. 

On  the  15th,  on  the  march  toward  EUistown,  while  my  command  was 
much  divided  and  employed  as  advance,  flank,  and  rear  guard,  the  last, 
composed  of  parts  of  three  regiments,  was  very  vigorously  attacked 
near  [Old]  Town  Creek  by  Buford's  division  of  the  enemy.  I  was  with 
the  rear  guard  in  jjerson,  and  was  following  the  main  column,  gi-adually 
falling  back  from  one  position  to  another,  when  I  suddenly  discovered^ 
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at  5  p.  m.,  that  1  was  closed  up  upon  the  wagon  train,  which  was  in  park 
with  the  command  in  camp,  directly  in  my  front.  As  I  had  received  no 
notification  of  this  halt,  the  enemy  was  unfortunately  allowed  to  ap- 
proach to  a  good  position  within  easy  artillery  range  of  the  train.  The 
rear  guard  was  obliged  to  fight  without  room  for  maneuvering,  and  a 
number  of  shot  and  shell  were  thrown  by  the  enemy  directly  into  the 
wagon  park.  To  add  to  the  difficulties  of  the  situation,  these  troops 
had  previously  expended  the  most  of  their  ammunition  during  the  con- 
stant skirmishing  of  that  day.  After  nearly  a  half  hour's  delay,  how- 
ever, during  which  they  held  their  position,  they  were  re-enforced  by  in- 
fantry, when  the  enemy  was  driven  back  with  heavy  loss.  From  this 
point  to  La  Grange,  which  was  reiached  on  the  20th,  the  march  was 
without  remarkable  incident. 

During  the  whole  expedition  my  command  was  employed  in  picketing 
for  the  infantry,  artillery,  and  train,  in  front,  flanks,  and  rear,  in  addi- 
tion to  its  regular  patrolling  and  picket  duty.  My  men  are  much  ex- 
hausted, but  owing  to  the  slow  rate  of  march  the  horses  are  in  fair  con- 
dition. Ten  miles  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Eailroad  was  very  thoroughly 
destroyed  between  Verona  and  Saltillo,  a  number  of  heavy  bridges  and 
trestle-work  being  cut  away  and  burned. 

My  loss  in  officers  is  1  killed  and  2  wounded;  in  enMsted  men,  7  killed, 
55  wounded,  and  4  missing. 

For  more  minute  details  I  respectfnlly  refer  to  the  reports  of  my  sub- 
ordinate officers,  herewith  inclosed. 

Twenty-seven  of  my  loss  are  in  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  GEIEESON, 

Brigadier-  General, 

Capt.  J.  Hough, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Bight  Wing,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  36. 


Report  of  Col.  Edward  F.  Winslow,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  commanding 

Second  Brigade. 

Hdqks.  Second  Brig.,  Cav.  Div.,  16th  Akmy  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  23^  1864. 

Captain:  Detachments  from  each  regiment  of  this  command,  1,325 
men,  moved  at  9  a.  m.  on  the  24th  of  June,  reaching  the  ponds  near 
Collierville  the  same  day,  havi^ig  in  charge  train  of  wagons  belonging 
to  the  army. 

The  command  arrived  at  Moscow  on  the  evening  of  next  day,  and  re- 
mained in  bivouac  near  Wolf  Eiver  until  the  evening  of  the  26th,  when 
it  moved  eastward,  the  Third  Iowa  remaining  one  day  longer  at  Mos- 
cow and  rejoining  command  at  Saulsbury,  which  peint  was  reached  on 
the  morning  of  the  28th. 

Eemained  in  bivouac  at  Saulsbury,  nine  miles  in  advance  of  the  army, 
until  6  p.  m.  of  July  5,  when,  by  direction  of  the  general  commanding 
division,  we  moved  on  the  Eipley  road  seven  miles  south  of  Saulsbury, 
where  we  halted  until  noon  of  the  following  day. 

Eeported  to  General  Grierson  with  the  brigade  on  the  evening  of  the 
6th  instant,  on  the  La  Grange  and  Eipley  road ;  and  following  the  Third 
Brigade,  encamped  on  night  of  the  7th  three  miles  from  Eipley. 
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Taking  the  advance  we  passed  tlirougli  Kipley  early  next  morning, 
and  encamped  at  sundown  one  mile  south  of  Orizaba,  having  had  some 
skirmishing  with  a  small  force  of  the  enemy.  The  Third  Iowa,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Noble  commanding,  made  a  reconnaissance  toward  Kel- 
ly's Ford,  finding  some  force  of  the  enemy  near  that  point.  Followed 
the  Third  Brigade  during  the  next  day,  and  encamped  at  New  Albany 
until  the  morning  of  the  10th,  when  the  command  taking  the  advance 
of  the  cavalry  (Fourth  Iowa,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Peters  commanding) 
in  front  marched  to  Cherry  Creek,  driving  before  us  some  force  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry.  On  the  morning  of  the  11th  moved  into  and  en- 
camped at  Pontotoc,  Third  Brigade  in  front.  At  daybreak  on  the  13th 
instant,  taking  the  advance  of  the  army,  and  driving  steadily  tlie  en- 
emy's cavalry  before  us,  we  marched  to  Tupelo,  Third  Iowa  having  the 
lead.  While  balance  of  command  halted  to  feed.  Major  Williams  with 
his  regiment.  Tenth  Missouri,  and  two  companies  of  Third  Iowa,  en- 
tered the  town  at  noon,  finding  no  enemy.  The  several  regiments  were 
immediately  employed  in  picketing  the  position  and  in  destroying  the 
railroad  north  and  south  of  town.  About  4  p.  m.  a  detachment  of  the 
Fourth  Iowa,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Peters,  went  to  the  rear  of  the 
army  to  aid  in  repelling  attacks  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  our  trains, 
and  Avere  severely  engaged  for  some  hours;  encamped  at  Tupelo. 

During  the  battle  on  the  14th  tlie  brigade  was  assigned  position  on 
the  right  flank  and  rear,  and  performed  picket  duty  for  the  army.  Just 
before  dark  Major  Duffleld,  Third  Iowa,  with  four  companies  of  his 
regiment  and  four  companies  of  the  Fourth  Iowa,  made  a  reconnais- 
sance to  the  front  and  found  the  enemy  in  force,  strongly  posted  behind 
temporary  breast- works. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  the  army  commenced  moving  toward 
Bllistowu,  and  my  command  was  sent  to  recounoiter  in  front  of  Harris- 
burg.  The  enemy  Avas  found  in  large  force,  and  after  a  brisk  skirmish 
lasting  two  hours,  by  order  of  general  commanding  division,  I  retired 
to  the  infantry  line,  about  one-half  mile  in  my  rear.  I  was  then  ordered 
to  guard  the  left  flank  and  rear  while  the  infantry  engaged  the  enemy, 
who  had  advanced  upon  our  lines  in  front.  When  the  infantry  retired 
my  brigade  was  ordered  to  take  the  rear  of  the  army.  On  reaching 
[Old]  Town  Creek  my  rear  was  fiercely  and  very  suddenly  assaulted  by  a 
strong  body  of  the  enemy.  Our  position  was  held  until  re-enforced  by 
the  infantry,  when  the  two  arms  uniting  charged  upon  and  drove  the 
enemy  entirely  off  the  ground.  We  bivouacked  on  the  north  side  of 
[Old]  Town  Creek.  On  the  morning  of  the  ICth  we  moved  at  daylight  in 
rear  of  Third  Brigade,  and  encami)ed  that  night  two  miles  north  of  El- 
listown.  On  the  17th  we  had  the  advance  of  the  army,  and,  passing 
through  New  Albany,  encamped  on  the  Holly  Springs  road,  four  miles 
northwest  of  first-named  place.  No  firng  during  the  day.  On  the  18th 
we  moved  to  Vaughn's  Ford,  on  Tippah  Eiver,  and  encamped.  On  the 
19th  we  marched  to  and  encamped  at  Salem,  and  on  the  following  day 
reached  La  Grange  about  noon.  The  command  arrived  at  Memphis  on 
the  23d,  having  in  charge  the  army  wagon  train  and  artillery. 

Although  not  permitted  to  take  part  in  the  heaviest  fighting  during 
the  expedition,  my  command  was  constantly  on  duty  of  an  arduous 
nature,  which  was  always  performed  with  cheerfulness  and  alacrity. 

Wldle  officers  and  men  all  did  their  duty,  I  would  mention  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Noble,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Peters,  and  Major  Williams, 
commanding  regiments;  Cai)tains  Brown  and  Abraham,  commanding 
■batteries;  Lieutenant  Gilpin  and  Sergeant-Major  Kanada,  as  deserving 
special  notice  for  tlie  promptness  and  efficiency  with  which  they  per- 
formed the  duties  devolving  ui^on  them  during  the  expeditioji. 
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The  command  marched  a  distance  of  350  miles,  a  great  part  of  the  way 
being  over  a  very  broken  and  barren  country  affording  but  little  forage 
or  water.  With  great  difficulty  the  animals  were  supphed  with  about 
three-quarters  rations  of  forage,  consisting  principally  of  wheat  and  oats 
in  sheaf.  For  the  more  minute  details  of  the  expedition  I  refer  you  to 
the  accompanying  reports  of  my  regimental  commanders. 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  following  tabular  state- 
ment of  casualties  and  losses : 
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1,700 
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360 
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2 

32 

3 

19 

32 

40 

12 

12 

11 

9 

64,494 

1,700 

20 

List  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.* 

T  desire  the  general  commanding  division  to  give  much  credit  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Noble  and  Major  Duffield,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry; 
Major  Pierce,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  Lieut.  A.  Hodge,  acting  as- 
sistant adjutant-general,  for  their  coolness  and  courage  under  iire, 
and  for  valuable  aid  rendered  me  on  several  occasions. 
EespectfuUy  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  WIFSLOW, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
Capt.  S.  L.  WOODWABD, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Cavalry  Divisioti,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  37. 


Report  of  Col.  John  W.  Noble,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Headquarteks  Third  Iowa  Cavalry, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  24, 1864. 

Lieutenant  :  In  pursuance  of  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as 
to  the  part  taken  and  losses  incurred  by  this  regiment  in  the  late  expe- 
dition under  Maj.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith  :  That  it  left  this  camp  on  the  24th 
of  June,  consisting  of  374  men  and  21  officers,  and  having  four  6-mule 
teams  loaded  with  forage,  ammunition,  and  baggage. 

On  the  25th  we  reached  Moscow,  Tenn.,  and  remained  thereuntil  the 
28th,  receiving  pay,  procuring  rations,  &c. 

On  the  28th  we  moved  to  Saulsbury,  Tenn.,  at  which  point  we  re- 
mained until  July  6, 1864,  without  further  incident  worthy  of  note  than 
an  attack  of  the  enemy  upon  our  picket  on  the  Eipley  road,  comprised 
of  Companies  D  andE  of  this  regiment,  then  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenants Niblack  and  Duffield.  The  enemy  attacked  with  a  force  of 
over  100,  and  although  the  companies  resisting  did  not  number  over 
fifty  men,  they  advanced  upon  the  aggressive  party  and  compelled  him 
to  leave  the  field  with  a  loss  of  5  killed  and  wounded.  Our  loss,  1 
*  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  2  killed,  32  wounded,  and  3  missing. 
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wounded.  Although  this  skirmish  was  of  very  minor  importance  in  the 
presence  of  so  large  an  army,  yet  I  am  highly  gratified  with  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  and  men,  who,  on  a  small  picket  post,  learned  the 
rebels  from  the  first  that  on  this  expedition  it  was  our  intention  neither 
to  stop  nor  to  retire,  but  to  advance  always. 

At  Saulsbury,  on  the  4th  of  July,  I  was  joined  by  a  detachment  of  the 
regiment,  numbering  102  men  and  5  officers,  making  my  strength  470 
enlisted  men  and  26  officers. 

On  the  6th  and  7th  we  advanced  on  toward  Eipley,  reaching  within 
four  mUes  of  that  place  on  the  latter  day,  when  the  enemy  was  met 
and  driven  by  the  troops  of  the  Third  Cavalry  Brigade. 

On  the  8th,  advancing  through  Eipley,  this  regiment  was,  under  the 
orders  of  the  general  commanding  the  division,  sent  on  a  reconnoiter- 
ing  expedition  toward  Kelly's  Mill,  the  main  column  marching  to 
Orizaba.  I  proceeded  with  a  heavy  advance  guard  about  four  miles 
in  the  direction  required,  meeting  within  half  a  mile  of  the  point  of 
departure  a  very  considerable  breast- work  on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  very 
difficult  of  approach,  but  which  the  enemy  vacated  on  the  approach  of 
two  flanking  companies,  thrown  out  on  either  hand,  they  being  also 
intimidated  no  doubt  by  the  appearance  of  our  other  troops  on  the  main 
road.  The  road  to  Kelly's  Mill  was  much  traveled  by  cavalry,'  as  were 
the  many  cross-roads  which  intersected  it  frequently.  Having  become 
satisfied  that  the  rebel  force  was  iu  good  position  at  Kelly's  Ford,  to 
the  number  of  at  least  1,000,  and  that  more  were  upon  my  flanks,  as  in- 
structed I  returned  leisurely  to  camp,  although  as  soon  as  we  began  to 
retire  we  were  assailed  upon  the  flank  by  a  party  of  the  enemy.  We 
killed  1,  wounded  1,  and  took  1  prisoner,  receiving  no  loss  in  return.  I 
am  gratified  to  state  that  on  reporting  to  the  general,  that  my  action 
on  this  duty  met  his  full  approval. 

On  the  9th  we  reached  New  Albany,  crossing  the  Tallahatchie. 

On  the  10th  our  column  advanced  on  the  road  toward  Pontotoc,  the 
Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry  having  the  advance  of  the  column.  The  Fourth 
having  met  the  enemy  in  some  force  and  driven  him  from  a  hill,  to 
ascend  which,  dismounted,  was  most  exhausting  on  that  very  warm  day, 
my  command  was  ordered  to  their  relief,  thereby  taking  the  advance. 
The  enemy  still  showed  resistance,  but  was  constantly  driven  by  the  ad- 
vance guard,  consisting  of  Companies  I  and  M,  under  Captain  Johnson 
of  Company  M,  until  we  reached  the  intersection  of  the  Ripley  and 
Pontotoc  road  with  that  which  we  were  upon,  when  the  infantry  came 
up  and  we  encamped.  The  horse  of  Thomas  Brown,  private.  Company 
M,  and  who  himself  afterward  fell  at  Old  Town  (or  Tishomingo)  Creek, 
was  killed  while  driving  the  enemy  on  this  day. 

On  the  11th  of  July  we  marched  to  Pontotoc. 

On  the  12th,  under  the  instructions  of  General  Grierson,  with  my 
command  I  advanced  on  the  Houston  road,  while  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cav- 
alry i)rocceded  on  the  road  to  Okolona,  the  enemy,  as  it  was  supposed, 
being  in  position  at  a  short  distance  from  our  pickets.  My  column  was 
fired  upon  as  soon  as  it  proceeded  beyond  the  picket-post  from  a  force 
posted  on  a  high  hill  beyond  a  creek  running  at  its  base.  Dismounting 
a  battalion  and  putting  them  on  the  right  of  the  road,  I  pushed  for- 
ward the  main  column  and  succeeded  in  getting  possession  of  the  hill 
without  loss,  but  with  great  physical  labor  to  the  dismounted  men  on 
account  of  the  heat  of  the  weather  and  the  roughness  of  the  ground. 
General  Grierson  came  up  at  this  time,  and  under  his  direction  a  picket 
was  posted,  securing  this  hill,  a  battalion  strong,  under  the  immediate 
command  of  Capt.  John  Brown.    Eemaining  at  this  point  something 
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over  an  hour,  ir.aer  the  direction  of  the  general  I  now  advanced  on  a 
cross-road  from  the  Houston  to  the  Okolona  road.  It  was  soon  evi- 
dent that  the  enemy  was  in  position  on  the  Okolona  road  at  the  inter- 
section of  the  road  upon  which  I  then  was,  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry 
having  driven  him  back  from  some  of  his  iirst  positions,  but  not  dis- 
lodging him  from  this.  I  continued  to  advance  until  my  advance  guard 
came  under  the  volleys  of  the  intrenchments,  when  dismounting  my 
entire  command  and  learning  the  enemy  was  preparing  to  advance,  I 
had  already  begun  to  move  forward  to  meet  him,  when,  by  the  general 
commanding,  I  was  ordered  to  cross  to  the  Okolona  road  by  my  left 
flank.  I  did  this  in  safety,  although  at  some  risk,  and  thence  proceeded 
to  camp.  During  this  day  Sergeant  Delay,  while  laying  down  the 
fence  for  his  squadron,  was  accidentally  wounded  in  the  leg. 

On  the  morning  of  the  ISth,  with  two  battalions  of  my  regiment,  I 
was  given  the  advance  of  the  army,  which  proceeded  toward  Tupelo. 
The  other  battalion,  which  was  on  picket  as  heretofore  mentioned,  was 
instructed  to  keep  its  post  until  the  rear  of  the  army  had  passed  through 
Pontotoc.  On  account  of  the  distance  of  this  post  from  the  town  of 
Pontotoc,  and  the  fact  that  the  picket  on  the  Okolona  road  did  not  act 
in  harmony  with  my  companies,  but  retired  sooner,  the  euemy  were 
enabled  to  get  between  the  main  army  (retuing)  and  Captain  Brown. 
Seeing  the  line  of  the  enemy,  some  300  strong,  in  his  rear,  this  officer, 
with  his  usual  coolness,  determined  to  charge  through  them  and  break 
through  to  the  army.  Forming  his  battaUon  in  column  on  the  brow  of 
the  hill  and  caUing  upon  every  man  who  could  keep  his  saddle  to  fol- 
low him,  he  led  the  charge.  Our  men,  cheering,  firing,  and  thundering 
down  the  hill  with  so  much  audacity,  surprised  the  rebels,  who  at  once 
broke  and  fled  in  apparent  amazement.  The  battalion  (composed  of 
Companies  A,  I,  K,  and  L)  met  with  no  loss,  but  the  situation  was  one 
of  a  more  difficult  nature  than  it  should  have  been  thrown  into,  as  I 
submit  it  was, unnecessarily.  The  battalions  in  advance  had  constant 
skirmishes  with  the  enemy  in  considerable  force  from  Pontotoc  to  the 
road  leading  from  the  Pontotoc  and  Tupelo  road  to  the  road  to  Okolona, 
at  which  point  the  enemy  disappeared  from  our  front,  leaving  the  ad- 
vance to  Tupelo  uninterrupted.  To  this  place  two  of  the  squadrons 
proceeded,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Captain  Crail,  with  other 
troops  under  the  command  of  Major  Williams.  The  rest  of  the  com- 
mand, reaching  Tupelo,  rested  until  night  fall,  when  an  attack.on  the 
train  occurring  they  were  moved  toward  the  rear,  but  again  returned 
and  encamped  on  Younger's  plantation,  the  enemy  having  retired.  Dur- 
ing the  advance  on  Tupelo  the  enemy  lost  by  this  regiment  G  killed 
and  1  mortally  wounded.    Our  loss,  nothing. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  the  enemy  commenced  the  advance  upon 
our  picket,  placed  on  the  Pontotoc  road  beyond  Harrisburg.  This  picket 
was  composed  of  Companies  E,  F,  an  d  H,  of  the  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  L, 
M,  and ,  of  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain Crail,  of  this  regiment.  They  held  the  skirmish  line  of  the  enemy  for 
some  time  in  check,  and,  although  under  a  heavy  fire,  closely  observed 
and  reported  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  falling  back  only»when  our 
line  of  battle  had  been  formed  and  orders  so  to  do  had  been  receiA^ed 
from  the  general  commanding.  Two  of  the  enemy  were  killed  by  this 
picket.  The  loss  in  the  regiment  was  2  men  wounded  in  Company  H. 
While  the  battle  was  going  on  at  the  front  with  the  Tenth  Missouri  Cav- 
alry, Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry  this  regiment 
was  in  position  to  guard  the  right  flank,  maintaining  two  picket-posts, 
and  patrolling  every  hour  to  the  Ellistown  road,  a  distance  of  one  mile 
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and  a  quarter.  This  important  duty,  although  it  removed  us  from  the 
scene  of  immediate  conflict,  was  one  felt  to  be  of  great  responsibility, 
as  it  certainly  was  of  constant  labor,  and  requiring  untiring  vigilance. 
On  the  afternoon  of  this  day  four  companies  of  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cav- 
alry, with  Companies  D,  H,  K,  L,  and  M,  of  this  regiment,  under  com- 
mand of  Maior  DufQeld  of  this  regiment,  were  ordered  to  the  front  to 
reconnoiter  the  enemy's  i)osition.  This  duty  occupied  this  detachment 
during  the  day,  developing  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  still  in  position. 
The  maneuvering  of  this  force  lasted  until  after  dark,  the  enemy  show- 
ing himself  in  line  and  opening  with  artillery.  The  loss  of  this  regi- 
ment was  4  wounded,  2  desperately,  Sullivan,  of  Company  M,  losing  an 
arm  from  a  cannon-ball,  and  Bard,  of  Company  M,  being  pierced  through 
the  breast;  6  horses  also  were  wounded.  The  companies  of  the  Third 
Iowa  maintained  the  rear  as  the  reconnoitering  party  retired,  and  Com- 
panies D,  L,  and  M  were  left  on  picket  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  In 
this  fight  this  regiment  had  seven  companies  on  picket  and  patrol. 

On  the  morning  of  July  15  our  brigade  made  a  second  reconnaissance 
of  the  enemy's  lines  in  front,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Colonel 
Winslow,  and  in  regard  to  which,  it  having  been  under  his  own  eyes, 
I  do  not  deem  necessary  to  report  further  than  that  this  command  ad- 
vanced to  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  who  were  still  in  force  and  in  position, 
skirmishing  with  them  successfully  until  orders  were  received  to  retire, 
which  they  did  in  good  order,  and  as  it  is  deemed  having  fully  performed 
the  arduous  duty  assigned  them.    It  was  apparent  that  the  enemy's 
intention  was  to  draw  the  cavalry  into  a  general  engagement,  far 
enough  from  the  main  line  of  the  army  to  enable  them  to  flank  on  our 
left  with  a  superior  force,  which  was  openly  being  moved  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  which,  with  the  enemy's  forces  in  our  front,  became  engaged 
with  the  infantry  lines  and  artillery  on  the  withdrawal  of  our  brigade. 
After  the  reconnaissance  this  regiment  first  formed  in  line  of  battle  on 
the  left  flanks  of  the  infantry  line,  and  afterward  formed  in  line  to  guard 
the  rear  and  support  the  left  flank  near  Tupelo,  which  position  was 
held  until  the  army  moved  out  on  the  EUistown  road,  the  Fourth  Iowa 
Cavalry  having  the  extreme  rear.    The  regiment  met  with  a  loss  on 
this  morning  of  several  wounded  men  and  some  horses,  stated  in  the 
accompanying  report.    Advancing  on  the  EUistown  road,  G  and  F  were 
detached  to  guard  this  road  until  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry  came  up, 
when  they  united  with  the  latter  command  in  resisting  the  advance  of 
the  enemy,  who  now  began  to  follow  our  column  closely  and  in  force. 
These  companies  did  not  join  me  again  until  we  had  arrived  at  Old 
Town  (or  Tishomingo)  Creek,  at  which  point,  the  train  having  been  placed 
m  corral  beyond  the  creek  and  the  infantry  having  been  also  passed 
over,  I  was  ordered  to  take  my  command  to  the  rear  and  form  it  on 
the  edge  of  the  woods  to  support  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry.    I  was 
given  to  understand  that  I  would  have  time  to  water  my  command 
at  the  creek,  and  I  think  it  was  not  expected  by  my  commanding  ofiBcer 
that  the  enemy  would  approach  for  at  least  an  hour.     I  proceeded  to 
the  rear,  however,  at  once,  attempting  to  water  but  a  small  part  of  my 
regiment,  ajid  had  only  time  to  dismount  my  men  and  get  them  into  bat- 
talion lines  on  either  side  of  the  road  and  beneath  a  commanding  hill, 
when  the  enemy  opened  upon  them  with  shell  and  canister,  and  a  heavy 
musketry  fire.    One  battalion  of  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry  was  also  in 
position,  partly  in  advance  of  me,  and  with  them  and  my  regiment  the 
enemy  was  held  in  check,  although  the  circumstances  made  the  assault 
of  the  rebels  very  much  like  a  surprise.    Our  brigade  commander 
was  present  in  th«  midst  of  the  fire,  and  by  his  brave  and  skillful  con- 
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duct  advanced  our  lines  up  the  hill  and  held  the  ground  we  were  re- 
qtured  to,  until  an  Infantry  support  coming  the  rebel  position  was  charged 
with  cheers,  their  battery  silenced  by  our  guns  across  the  creek, 
and  the  enemy  for  the  third  time  in  two  days  signally  defeated. 
Endeavoring  to  do  my  duty  with  my  whole  command,  who  were  under 
a  fierce  fire  and  bravely  contesting  their  groimd  with  a  sujierior  force 
of  the  rebels,  I  wish  to  express  my  high  admiration  of  the  colonel  who 
commanded  me,  and  of  Colonel  McMillen,  who  with  his  noble  infantry 
came  to  our  support.  Although  my  men  charged  with  the  infantry 
until  exhausted  and  after  many  were  out  of  ammunition,  I  feel  at  liberty, 
without  boasting,  to  say  that  few  charges  during  the  war  could  have 
exceeded  this  in  firmness,  spirit,  and  brilliancy.  It  was  a  triumphant 
vindication  of  the  valor  of  these  regiments  from  the  stigma  of  defeat 
on  the  10th  of  June,  and  must  have  forever  crushed  from  those  rebels' 
hearts  the  hope  of  another  victory.  Major  Duffleld,  Captain  Crail,  and 
Captain  Brown,  commanding  battalions,  and  Captain  McCrary  and  Cap- 
tain Johnson,  deserve  particular  mention  by  me  for  their  services  at  all 
times  during  this  expedition  and  particularly  on  this  field.  Our  loss  in 
this  engagement  was  1  killed — Thomas  Brown,  Company  M — and  5 
wounded. 

Camping  beyond  the  creek  for  the  night,  the  next  day  (the  IGth)  Ave 
marched  to  Ellistown,  where  Company  A  was  ordered  to  the  rear  for 
picket  duty  and  arrived  at  its  post  just  iu  time  to  meet  the  last  general 
advance  of  the  enemy.  The  company  maintained  its  post  against 
superior  numbers  bravely  until  supported  by  the  Seventh  Kansas  Cav- 
alry and  a  brigade  of  infantry,  when  the  enemy  having  finally  retired, 
it  rejoined  the  regiment  with  the  loss  of  1  horse  killed.  Moving  thence 
by  New  Albany  and  Salem,  we  arrived  at  La  Grange  without  further 
incident  or  loss,  save  1  horse  in  Company  M  killed  by  guerrillas. 

My  command  arrived  at  this  camp  on  the  evening  of  the  23d,  having 
with  the  rest  of  the  brigade  conducted  the  train  and  some  batteries 
from  La  Grange  to  this  place.  It  is  estimated  that  the  command  has 
traveled  from  350  to  400  miles  on  this  expedition. 

Until  after  we  left  Saulsbury  on  the  5th  of  July  our  rations  of  forage 
supidied  by  railroad  were  fair,  but  from  that  time  until  our  return  to 
La  Grange  on  the  20th  it  became  necessary  to  subsist  on  the  country. 
This  was  found  very  difiicult,  and  for  much  of  the  time  the  command 
was  in  whole  or  in  part  poorly  fed.  Wlieat  in  the  sheaf  was  often  the 
only  support  of  the  horses  for  days.  Again,  an  abundance  of  sheaf  oats 
or  old  corn  could  be  found  for  one  feed,  hardly  ever  more  than  enough 
for  two  feeds  in  succession,  while  during  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th  a 
large  part  of  the  horses  may  be  said  to  have  been  scarcely  fed  at  all. 
These  facts,  considered  in  connection  with  the  intense  heat  of  the 
weather,  the  dustiness  of  the  roads,  and  the  severe  labor  required  of 
us,  will  account  for  the  great  detex'ioration  of  my  horses.  It  is  hoped, 
however,  that  proper  rest  and  food  will  soon  restore  most  of  the  animals 
to  service. 

By  the  expedition  the  spirit  of  my  regiment  has  been  elevated,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  satisfaction  felt  by  the  soldiers  of  the  entire  brigade 
may  be  still  further  enhanced  by  the  approval  of  its  esteemed  com- 
manders.   I  transmit  a  tabular  statement  of  losses  as  required.* 

JOHN  W.  NOBLE, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  A.  Hodge, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2d  Brig.,  Cav.  Div.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

*  Embodied  in  table,  p.  307. 
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No.  38. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  M.  Peters^  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry, 

Near  Memphis^  Term.,  July  23,  1864. 

Colonel  :  Agreeable  to  your  order  of  the  20th  iustant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry  left  their  encampment  near  Memphis  on 
the  24th  di..,  of  June  ultimo,  numbering  625  enlisted  men  and  23  ofiicers. 
The  regiment  continued  their  march  on  the  line  of  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Railroad,  reaching  Saulsbury  on  the  evening  of  the  28th. 
The  regiment  remained  at  this  point,  doing  picket  duty,  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  5th  instant,  when  they  marched  in  the  direction  of  Ripley, 
near  which  place,  on  the  7th  instant,  they  supported  the  Second  Iowa 
in  a  brisk  skirmish  for  about  two  hours. 

On  the  8th  the  regiment  moved  at  daylight  and  made  Orizaba. 

On  the  9th  we  marched  to  New  Albany. 

On  the  10th  Ave  left  New  Albany  at  daylight,  in  the  advance,  and 
marched  to  within  seven  mUes  of  Pontotoc.  During  the  day  we  had  a 
brisk  skirmish  for  about  three  hours,  in  which  we  killed  1  and  wounded 
3  of  the  enemy,  captured  1  horse  and  equipment  and  10  stand  of  small- 
arms. 

On  the  11th  we  reached  Pontotoc  about  noon  and  remained  there  until 
the  morning  of  the  13th,  when  we  marched  at  daylight  and  reached 
Tupelo  about  3.30  p.  m.,  and  immediately  went  to  work  to  destroy  the 
railroad  in  that  vicinity.  In  about  an  hour  I  received  au  order  to  move 
back  on  the  Pontotoc  road  and  assist  the  infantry  then  being  engaged 
with  a  strong  force  of  the  enemy.  The  Second  and  Third  Battalions 
having  been  sent  down  the  railroad  to  destroy  the  same,  I  immediately 
marched  with  the  First  Battalion,  and  on  arriving  upon  the  battle-field 
was  assigned  a  position  on  the  left  flank,  where  we  received  the  com- 
pliments of  the  rebels  in  the  shape  of  shells  from  one  of  their  batteries 
for  about  an  hour  without  the  loss  of  »  single  man.  After  the  battle 
was  over  I  was  ordered  to  hold  the  rear  of  the  column  back  to  Tupelo. 
On  the  march  back  the  enemy  pressed  us  heavily  at  times,  and  on  one 
occasion  brought  their  artillery  to  bear  upon  us.  We  reached  our 
bivouac  about  11  o'clock  in  the  evening  with  the  loss  of  1  man  wounded. 

During  the  night  of  the  13th  four  companies  of  the  regiment  were 
ordered  to  the  front  as  pickets,  and  in  the  morning  took  part  in  the  gen- 
eral engagement  of  that  day,  sustaining  a  loss  of  (i  men  wounded.  The 
remainder  of  the  day  the  regiment  was  engaged  in  guarding  and  sup- 
porting positions  on  the  right  and  left  flank  and  rear.  In  these  move- 
ments we  lost  1  man  killed  and  4  or  5  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  the  regiment  moved  out  in  rear  of  the 
brigade  on  the  Pontotoc  road,  and  took  part  in  the  engagement  that  fol- 
lowed, with  a  loss  of  2  men  wounded.  Later  in  the  day  we  were  ordered 
to  take  the  rear  of  the  army  on  the  line  of  march  toward  SaltiUo. 
During  the  afternoon  the  enemy  were  frequent  and  obstinate  in  these 
attacks,  and  followed  our  column  closely  until  they  were  repulsed  and 
driven  back  at  the  battle  of  [Old  |  Town  Creek.  In  this  last  engagement 
a  portion  of  the  regiment  was  warmly  engaged  and  inflicted  a  severe 
punishment  upon  the  enemy,  firing  from  twenty-five  to  forty  rounds  to 
the  man  in  the  short  space  of  time  the  battle  lasted.  This  was  the  last 
engagement  of  the  expedition. 
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The  regiment  reached  La  Grange  on  the  20th  instant,  and  their  camp 
near  Memphis  on  the  23d,  making  thirty  days  on  the  expedition,  and 
marching  a  little  over  300  miles.  During  most  of  the  time  we  were 
able  to  procure  about  two-thirds  rations  of  forage  for  our  horses,  mostly 
sheaf  oats,  wheat,  and  rye,  with  an  occasional  feed  of  corn.  Our  total 
loss  in  men  has  been  1  killed  and  15  wounded.  Loss  of  horses,  killed 
and  abandoned,  16. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  express  my  many  obligations  to 
Mai.  A. E. Pierce, for  his  promptness,  energy,  and  good  judgment,  and  to 
all  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment  for  their  cheerful  acquiescence  and 
ready  obedience  to  orders,  their  prompt  response  to  all  orders  when  at 
times  it  seemed  that  their  physical  energies  had  been  taxed  to  their 
utmost  tension. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  PETERS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry, 

Col.  E.  F.  WiNSLOW, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division. 


No.  39. 

Report  ofMaj.  Martin  H.  Williams,  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Tenth  Missotjei  Cavalry, 

Memphis,  July  24, 1864. 

CoLOiTEL :  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  21st  instant,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Tenth 
Missouri  Cavalry  on  late  expedition  under  Maj.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith: 

The  detachment  of  the  effective  men  of  the  regiment,  composed  of 
7  commissioned  officers  and  222  men,  left  camp  at  Memphis  on  the  24th 
of  June,  and  joining  with  the  brigade  marched,  via  La  Payette,  Mos- 
cow, and  La  Grange,  to  Saulsbury,  where  it  arrived  on  the  28th  of 
June  and  remained  in  camp  until  the  5th  of  July,  when  the  march  was 
continued  with  the  brigade  on  the  Eipley  road. 

On  the  7th  instant,  while  the  Third  Brigade  was  engaged  with  the 
enemy  near  Eipley,  the  regiment  was  put  into  position,  but,  the  enemy 
retiring,  was  not  engaged. 

On  the  8th  instant  marched  in  advance  of  brigade,  occupying  Eipley 
without  opposition,  thence  moved  out  on  the  Baldwyn  road  to  the 
EUistown  road  and  down  ElUstown  road  to  Orizaba.  From  the  time  of 
leaving  Eipley  had  light  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  losing  2  horses; 
enemy's  loss  unknown. 

On  the  9th  instant  marched  to  New  Albany. 

On  the  10th  marched  with  the  brigade  on  the  Pontotoc  road.  About 
noon  received  orders  to  take  my  regiment  and  follow  a  party  of  the 
enemy,  about  600  strong,  which  had  left  our  front,  and  pass  on  to  the 
Tuscumbia  and  Pontotoc  road.  On  reaching  that  road  I  discovered  a 
large  force  of  the  enemy  going  toward  Pontotoc ;  had  passed  only  a  short 
time  before,  which  fact  I  reported  on  rejoining  the  column. 

On  the  11th  marched  to  Pontotoc,  where  encamped  until  the  12th  in- 
stant, when  marched  with  the  brigade  on  the  Tupelo  road.  When 
about  five  miles  from  Tupelo,  the  command  being  at  a  halt,  I  was  ordered 
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to  take  my  regiment  with  two  companies  of  the  Third  Iowa  Cavalry, 
under  Captain  Crail,  and  proceed  to  Tupelo.  Taking  possession  of  that 
place  without  opposition,  picketed  the  town,  and  placed  obstructions 
on  the  railroad  track,  and,  when  joined  by  brigade,  assisted  in  destroy- 
ing the  track. 

On  the  13th  instant  was  stationed  on  the  right  flank  of  the  army,  and 
picketed  and  patrolled  the  roads  leading  to  BlUstown  road  until  relieved 
by  the  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Noble. 

On  the  14th  instant  marched  with  the  brigade  on  the  Pontotoc  road. 
On  passing  the  picket  my  regiment  was  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the 
right  flank,  my  left  resting  on  the  road.  Moved  forward  with  brisk 
skirmishing  until  reaching  a  main  road  leading  across  the  road  on 
which  our  men  were  advancing,  when  I  received  orders  to  halt,  and 
shortly  afterward  to  retire  slowly;  when  I  had  no  sooner  commenced 
retiring  than  the  enemy  advanced  in  force.  My  men  displayed  great 
steadiness,  falUng  back  regTilarly.  On  reaching  the  infantry  lines  re- 
ceived orders  to  proceed  to  Tupelo  and  picket  the  roads  leading  south. 
Shortly  after  taking  position  my  pickets  on  the  Verona  road  were  sud- 
denly charged  by  the  enemy  and  driven  in,  but  the  men  were  soon 
rallied  by  Lieutenant  Studdard  and  reoccupied  their  post.  About  3 
o'clock  moved  with  the  brigade  in  rear  of  the  army.  On  reaching 
I  Old]  Town  Creek  the  enemy  made  a  heavy  attack  on  our  rear.  The 
road  being  occupied  by  led  horses  my  regiment  did  not  get  to  the  rear 
in  time  to  figure  in  the  chase.    Camped  on  the  creek. 

On  the  15th  marched  with  the  brigade  to  Ellistown,  and  on  the  16th 
to  New  Albany.  Arriving  at  New  Albany  I  was  ordered  to  jncket  the 
roads  leading  north  and  south.  Eemained  in  position  until  the  rear 
guard  came  up,  when  I  was  relieved  by  the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry  and 
joined  the  command  in  camp  on  the  Salem  road. 

On  the  17th  marched  as  advance  guard  and  camped  on  the  Tippah 
Eiver. 

At  3  a.  m.  of  the  18th  I  received  orders  from  the  general  command- 
ing to  move  with  dispatch  to  La  Grange  to  have  proAdsions  forwarded 
to  the  army  and  to  cover  all  roads  leading  south  from  La  Grange,  so  as 
to  intercept  any  train  that  may  have  started  for  the  army.  On  arriv- 
ing at  Salem  I  divided  my  command,  sending  one  company  on  the  Rip- 
ley road  to  proceed  to  the  Eipley  and  Saulsbury  road,  one  company  to 
go  north  on  the  Spring  Hill  road,  and  with  the  remainder  of  the  com- 
mand I  proceeded  by  the  Meridian  road,  all  to  concentrate  at  Davis' 
Mills.  I  struck  the  rear  of  a  train  about  three  miles  south  from  Davis' 
Mills ;  communicated  my  orders  to  the  major  commanding  escort  to 
train  and  then  proceeded  to  La  Grange. 

Eemained  at  La  Grange  until  the  21st,  when  marched  with  brigade  as 
an  escort  to  train  and  artillery  to  Memphis,  arriving  at  9  a.  m.  on  the 
24th  instant. 

The  regiment  on  expedition  marched  360  miles. 

From  the  time  of  leaving  the  railroad  until  the  return  to  La  Grange, 
we  had  only  about  two-thirds  rations  for  our  horses,  the  principal  for- 
age being  wheat  and  rye,  with  about  one  feed  a  day  of  old  corn  or  oats. 

Loss  of  men  on  the  expedition  was  1  missing ;  loss  of  horses — killed, 
wounded,  and  abandoned— was  15. 

I  desire  to  return  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command 
for  prompt  discharge  of  duty  and  fortitude  in  bearing  hardships  and 
privations. 

Captains  Neet  and  McGlasson  are  particularly  noteworthy  for  prompt 
assistance  rendered  at  all  times. 
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I  desire  particularly  to  recommend  Sergt,  E.  Bates  Kanada,  acting 
adjutant  of  detachment,  for  efftcient  discharge  of  duty. 
Attached  you  will  find  statement  of  losses  of  men,  horses,  arms,  &c.* 
I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  H.  WILLIAMS, 

Major,  Commanding. 
Col.  E.  F.  WiNSLOW, 

Cmndg.  Second  Brig.,  Cavalry  JMv.,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  40. 


Report  of  Col.  Batus  E.  Coon,  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  commanding  Third 

Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Beig.,  Cavax,ey  Div.,  IGth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  24, 1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  orders 
from  division  headquarters,  a  detachment  of  Third  Brigade,  consist- 
ing of  the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  left  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  5th  of  July,  1864, 
and  marched  southeast,  camping  four  miles  and  a  half  from  La  Grange, 
near  Woodson's  plantation. 

July  6,  detaclmient  marched  on  Eipley  road,  skirmishing  lightly  all 
day,  camping  for  the  night  fourteen  miles  and  a  half  from  Eipley. 

July  7,  continued  on  Ripley  road,  skirmishing  to  within  three  miles 
and  a  half  of  Eipley,  at  which  place  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hyams,  of 
Bell's  brigade  of  rebels,  was  posted  with  500  men  in  strong  position  on 
the  side  of  a  hill,  their  place  of  concealment  being  liidden  by  trees  and 
underbrush.  In  this  position  they  were  attacked  by  six  companies  of 
the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry  dismounted,  who  charged  them  in  a  splendid 
manner  across  an  open  field  and  drove  them  from  their  position,  killing 
11  and  wounding  25,  and  losing  none.  The  officers  and  soldiers  en- 
gaged in  this  skirmish  deserve  great  praise  for  the  alacrity  with  which 
they  charged  the  enemy  in  this  position  and  for  the  firm  manner  in 
Avhich  they  held  their  lines  under  repeated  volleys  from  the  enemy's 
guns.  At  this  place  the  Mnth  Illinois  Cavalry  joined  the  command, 
which  camped  for  the  night. 

July  8,  marched  through  Eipley,  skirmishing  on  Pontotoc  road; 
camped  for  the  night  eight  miles  from  Eipley. 

July  9,  continued  on  Eipley  road,  crossing  Tallahatchie  Eiver  at  Will- 
iamson's Mill,  camping  for  the  night  at  New  Albany. 

July  10,  marched  txjward  Pontotoc  and  camped  seven  miles  from 
town. 

July  11,  marched  into  Pontotoc,  skirmishing,  killed  and  wounded 
several  of  the  enemy;  camped  for  the  night,  one  battalion  of  Second 
Iowa,  commanded  by  Major  Moore,  picketing  in  line  of  skirmishers  in 
front  of  division  oi  infantry. 

July  12,  remained  in  Pontotoc  all  day,  patrolling  roads  in  different 
directions.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  H. 
B.  Burgh,  being  sent  out  on  the  Okolona  road  on  a  reconnaissance, 
found  the  enemy  in  force,  and  fought  them  in  a  splendid  manner  for 
several  hours,  when  they  fell  back  in  good  order,  having  discovered 
what  was  desired  and  punished  the  enemy  severely;  night  camped  at 
Pontotoc. 

•Embodied  in  table,  p.  307. 
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July  13,  marched  to  Tupelo  and  camped,  picketing  roads  east  and 
south  of  town  and  having  destroyed  from  six  to  ten  miles  railroad 
track  on  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad. 

[July  14],  brigade,  except  detachments  on  picket  duty,  placed  in  po- 
sition on  left  flank  of  line  of  battle,  skirmished  some  during  the  day 
without  important  results.  Night  left  detachments  of  Second  Iowa  and 
Ninth  Illinois  on  picket  duty,  and  camped  as  on  the  previous  night. 

July  15,  Second  Iowa  and  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry  skirmished  with 
the  enemy  on  left  flank  without  discovering  any  large  force.  Second 
Iowa  sent  to  extreme  flank,  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry  to  hold  the  old  Ihie 
on  hill  southeast  from  Harrisburg,  skirmished  until  about  12  o'clock 
noon,  at  which  time  they  were  relieved  by  a  negro  brigade  and  sent  to 
the  front  of  General  Mower's  division,  at  which  place  four  companies 
(one  company  having  no  sabers)  charged  the  enemy  down  a  narrow  road 
from  one-half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  driving  the  enemy  in  a  most 
gallant  manner,  and  losing  First  Lieutenant  McMahon,  who  had  the 
advance  (Company  H)  and  several  men,  after  which  the  brigade  moved 
out  on  EUistown  road,  camping  five  miles  from  Tupelo. 

July  16,  brigade  marched  to  Ellistown  and  camped. 

July  17,  brigade  ordered  to  act  as  rear  guard,  skirmished  with  the 
enemy  in  the  morning,  who  fell  back  and  made  no  further  demonstra- 
tion during  the  day.    Night  camped  at  New  Albany. 

July  18,  marched  on  right  flank  of  column  all  day  and  camped  on 
Tippah  Creek,  seven  miles  fi'om  Salem. 

July  19,  marched  to  Salem  and  camped  for  night. 

20th,  marched  to  La  Grange  and  camped. 

21st,  marched  to  Collierville  and  camped. 

22d,  marched  to  Memphis  to  old  camp. 

A  detachment  of  the  Third  Illinois  Cavalry,  which  accompanied  the 
brigade,  did  good  service  as  flankers,  &c.,  and  were  for  several  days 
rear  guard  for  the  entire  command. 

During  the  scout  the  brigade  has  been  out  of  camp  twenty-eight 
days,  has  marched  325  miles,  killed  and  wounded  an  unknown  number 
of  the  enemy,  and  lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  as  follows.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DATUS  B.  COON, 
Colonel  Second  Iowa  Cav.,  Cotndg.  Third  Brig.,  Cavalry  Div. 

Capt.  S.  L.  Woodward, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  41. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  B.  Burgh,  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Headquajjters  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  24,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  on  the  22d  of  June,  1864, 1  moved  with 
my  regiment  as  escort  to  a  large  supply  train  to  Moscow,  Tenn.,  where 

1  arrived  on  the  25th;  bivouacked  until  the  27th,  when  I  took  the  ad- 
vance of  the  expedition  and  moved  to  La  Grange,  where  I  remained 
until  the  6th  of  July.  During  my  stay  at  La  Grange  the  companies  of 
my  regiment  were  constantly  on  duty,  patrolling  and  picketing.    Lieu- 

*  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  1  commissioned  officer  and  3  enlisted  men  killed, 

2  commissioned  officers  and  20  enlisted  men  wounded,  and  2  enlisted  men  prisoners j 
total,  28.     See  also  tabulation  from  corps  list,  p.  256. 
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tenant  McMahon,  with  one  company,  while  on  patrol  on  the  3d  of  July, 
met  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy  and  was  forced  to  retire,  and  did  so  in 
good  order,  inflicting  a  loss  to  the  enemy  of  4  wounded. 

Having  been  ordered  at  La  Grange  to  bring  up  the  rear,  which  had 
moved  out  in  a  southerly  direction,  on  the  6th  of  July,  at  6  p.  m.,  I 
moved  out  to  Davis'  Mills. 

The  next  day,  the  7th,  joined  the  main  force  near  Eipley,  and  moved 
in  column  with  it  until  we  reached  the  Camargo  road,  when  Captain 
Ellsworth  made  a  reconnaissance  toward  the  Tuscumbia  road,  and  as- 
certained that  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  had  moved  out  on  that  road 
toward  Pontotoc.  On  his  return  had  some  skirmishing.  Captured  1 
prisoner  from  the  enemy.     Beached  Pontotoc  on  the  11th  of  July. 

Morning  of  the  12th  made  a  demonstration  on  the  Okolona  road,  met 
Lyon's  rebel  brigade  and  drove  them  about  three  mUes,  with  a  loss  to 
us  of  1  killed  and  1  taken  prisoner  and  several  wounded;  the  enemy's 
loss  not  known. 

Eeturned  to  Pontotoc  and  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  13th, 
then  moved  on  to  Tupelo,  where  we  arrived  at  about  1  p.  m.  One  bat- 
talion was  ordered  to  Stanislaus  Depot,  four  mil  es  below  Tupelo,  to  destroy 
the  railroad  and  trestle-work,  which  was  done  most  effectually.  With 
the  balance  of  my  regiment  (two  battalions)  I  was,  ordered  to  the  rear 
of  the  expedition,  then  moving  into  town.  I  was  then  ordered  to 
escort  the  train  iato  camp.  I  sent  one  battalion  well  out  on  the  left  to 
picket  all  the  main  roads;  the  other  battalion  moved  on  the  flank  of 
the  train  into  camp.  The  battalion  having  returned  from  Stanislaus 
Deijot,  I  bivouacked  for  the  night,  leaving  one  battalion  on  picket  on 
the  Okolona  road. 

At  daylight  the  ICth  [14th]  I  was  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  left 
of  negro  brigade,  and  in  support  of  Smith's  battery.  I  threw  up  tem- 
porary works,  advanced  one  battalion  as  skirmishers  and  vedettes;  had 
constant  skirmishing  during  the  day,  driving  the  enemy  back  at  every 
attempt  they  made  to  turn  our  flank.  My  loss  in  the  several  skirmishes 
during  the  day  was  1  killed,  8  wounded.  During  all  the  fighting  my 
men  were  dismounted,  fighting  on  foot,  the  horses  in  rear  under  cover 
of  hills.  At  night,  after  considerable  maneuvering,  I  returned  to  camp, 
leaving  one  battalion  deployed  in  front  of  the  infantry  as  vedettes. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  I  was  ordered  to  resume  my  posi- 
tion on  the  left.  Eeconnoitering,  I  found  that  the  enemy  were  advanc- 
ing on  the  left.  I  immediately  formed  in  line,  dismounted  and  drove 
them  back  in  some  confasion ;  but  in  a  short  time  the  enemy,  receiving 
re-enforcements,  advanced  in  force,  and  compelled  me  to  fall  back.  I 
formed  a  new  line  about  100  yards  in  rear  of  my  old  position,  when  the 
negro  brigade  came  to  my  support.  I  held  the  left  until  receiving 
orders,  I  reported  to  General  Mower,  then  in  the  rear.  He  ordered 
me  to  take  position  on  the  left  of  his  line,  connecting  with  the  colored 
troops.  I  had  not  taken  position  before  I  was  ordered  to  make  a  charge 
down  the  road  in  rear.  Companies  A,  H,  K  being  the  only  saber  com- 
panies I  had  I  ordered  them  to  make  the  charge;  at  the  same  time 
I  brought  one  battalion  of  riflemen  to  their  support.  Having  driven  the 
enemy  under  cover  of  their  artillery  and  a  heavy  line  of  battle  I  retired, 
with  a  loss  of  of&cer,  1  enlisted  man  killed,  and  6  men  wounded.  Gen- 
eral Mower  having  moved  his  force  off  I  occupied  his  old  position,  and 
held  the  enemy  over  an  hour  in  a  most  exposed  i^osition,  with  their  ar- 
tillery in  good  range,  and  playing  on  us  constantly.  My  loss  at  this 
point  was  1  officer  and  4  enlisted  men  wounded.  Receiving  orders  to 
fall  back  I  did  so  in  good  order,  skirmishing  continually  until  relieved; 
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I  then  moved  on  with  the  column  until  we  reached  Old  Town  Creek.  I 
sent  two  battalions  to  the  rear  (dismounted),  where  they  formed  on  the 
right  of  the  infantry,  which  charged  the  enemy  with  them,  with  a  loss 
of  5  men  wounded.  I  then  bivouacked  in  the  swamp.  The  next  morn- 
ing moved  out;  returned  to  Memphis  after  an  absence  of  just  thirty 
days. 

My  loss  during  the  entire  expedition — 3  killed,  30  wounded,  1  pris- 
oner. 

1  have  endeavored  to  be  as  brief  as  i)ossible.  As  you  know  our 
marches  and  countermarches  I  think  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  mention 
them. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  B.  BUEGH, 
Lieutermnt- Colonel,  Commanding  Begiment. 
[Col.  T>.  E.  Coon, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade.] 


Ko.  42. 

Report  of  Maj.  Charles  G.  Sorton,  Second  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Headquakteks  Second  Iowa  Cavalry, 

Collierville,  Tenn.,  July  31, 1864. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  orders 
from  brigade  headquarters  I  left  camp  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  with  the 
effective  force  of  the  regiment,  on  the  23d  of  June,  1864. 

Marched  to  Grand  Junction,  Tenn.,  where  I  remained  until  the  5th  of 
July,  when  I  joined  the  brigade  and  moved  southward  toward  Pontotoc, 
via  Kipley,  Miss.,  to  join  expedition  under  General  A.  J.  Smith.  En- 
countered the  enemy  near  Eipley  on  the  7th  of  July,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Forrest  (First  Mississippi  [Sixteenth  Tennessee]  Cavalry),  posted 
in  a  strong  position  on  a  hiU  covered  with  thick  underbrush.  Being  in 
the  advance  I  was  ordered  to  dislodge  them.  The  regiment  was  dis- 
mounted and  moved  to  the  front.  After  a  few  minutes'  sharp  firing  I 
ordered  the  charge.  This  was  made  across  an  open  field  and  up  a  steep 
hill-side.  The  position  was  carried  and  the  enemy  driven  in  confusion 
frtm  the  field,  leaving  10  dead  but  carrying  off  the  wounded.  Our  loss 
4  men  slightly  wounded. 

Both  officers  and  men  displayed  great  gallantry  and  vied  with  each 
other  to  be  foremost  in  the  charge.  Captain  Stiles,  commanding  Second 
Battalion,  and  Lieutenant  Watson,  Company  1,  were  a  host  iu  them- 
selves and  deserve  special  mention.  At  Pontotoc,  Miss.,  on  the  11th  of 
July,  after  slight  skirmishing.  Captain  Bandy,  with  two  companies  (K 
and  M),  charged  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  town. 

During  the  battle  of  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  14  and  15,  the  regiment  was 
engaged  in  watching  the  flanks,  with  but  slight  skirmishing. 

Returned  to  Memphis  on.the22d  of  July.  Distance  marched,  350 
miles. 

The  superiority  of  the  Spencer  carbine  as  a  cavalry  arm  was  clearly 
demonstrated. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  C.  HOETON, 
Major  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  Commanding  Begiment. 

Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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No.  43. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  P.  Herrick,  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry  {unattaclied). 

Headquarters  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  35,  1S64. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  in  connection  with  the  re- 
cent expedition  into  Mississippi,  under  the  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  A. 
J.  Smith: 

My  regiment  left  Memphis  June  17,  and  was  on  duty  during  the  re- 
mainder of  that  month  along  the  line  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston 
Railroad,  scouting  and  covering  the  operations  of  the  force  detailed  to 
repair  the  railroad. 

On  the  march  of  the  exi)edition  from  La  Grange  to  Pontotoc  my 
command  moved  as  the  advance  guard  of  the  infantry  column,  and 
skirmished  most  of  the  time  with  a  force  of  the  enemy,  which  fell  back 
before  us. 

On  the  flank  march  from  Pontotoc  to  Tupelo,  July  13,  I  was  placed 
in  rear  of  the  entire  column,  and  as  the  force  of  tlic  enemy  in  rear, 
stated  by  prisoners  to  be  Chalmers'  brigade,  was  relatively  very  large, 
the  whole  of  my  regiment  was  constantly  required  to  cover  the  rear  and 
flanks  of  the  column.  •  On  this  march  the  enemy  received  severe  iniu- 
ishment  from  ambuscades,  which  I  was  obliged  to  arrange  in  the  defiles 
and  ravines  of  that  hilly  and  heavily  wooded  country. 

During  the  battle  of  Tui)elo,  July  14,  my  regiment  constituted  a  por- 
tion of  the  cavalry  force  which  held  the  extreme  right  of  our  lines,  but 
was  not  engaged,  except  with  the  enemy's  pickets;  on  the  same  day  a 
detachment  of  my  command,  under  Maj.  F.  M.  Malone,  proceeded  north 
from  Tupelo  to  Saltillo,  thoroughly  destroying  the  bridges  and  water- 
tanks  on  the  line  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad. 

On  the  15th  my  command  was  in  advance  in  the  movement  from 
Tupelo  to  [Old]  Town  Creek,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  and  capturing 
a  few  prisoners. 

On  the  16th  we  were  in  rear  of  the  column,  and  were  engaged  the  en- 
tire day  with  McCuUoch's  (rebel)  brigade,  which  followed  the  column 
as  far  as  Ellistown. 

On  the  17th  my  command  moved  upon  the  left  flank  of  the  infantry 
column,  without  meeting  the  enemy.  At  Salem  1  was  detailed  to  es- 
cort the  train  of  sick  and  wounded  to  La  Grange,  where  we  arrived  on 
the  19th  instant. 

On  several  occasions  dimng  the  expedition  my  regiment  was  en- 
gaged with  the  enemy,  and  severely  punished  him,  without  correspond- 
ing loss  to  ourselves.  In  the  whole  of  my  experience  I  have  never 
known  the  enemy's  firing  to  be  so  much  at  random  and  so  far  above 
range,  as  in  the  several  engagements  during  the  late  expedition. 

The  total  loss  in  my  regiment  was  2  killed,  2  wounded,  and  6  horses 
shot. 

The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  was  in  the  highest  degree 
praiseworthy.    I  believe  there  was  not  a  man  straggling  from  the  ranks 
at  any  time  when  my  regiment  was  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  P.  HBEEICK, 

Colonel,  Gommamding. 

Capt.  S.  L.  Woodward, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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No.  44. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Stephen  JD.  Lee,  G.  S.  Army,  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  East  Louisiana. 

Okolona,  July  14,  1864.. 
General  :  We  attacked  column  of  enemy  under  Smith,  yesterday, 
on  march  from  Pontotoc  to  Tupelo,  causing  him  to  burn  many  wagons. 
Attacked  Mm  in  position  at  Tupelo  this  morning.  Could  not  force  his 
position.  The  battle  was  a  drawn  one,  and  lasted  three  hours.  We 
are  in  a  strong  position,  and  can  repulse  an  attack. 

S.  D.  LEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 
General  B.  Beagg. 

[ludoraement.] 

Respectfully  submitted  to  General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General,  for  his  information. 


No.  45. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Natlmn  B.  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headqtjabtbrs  Forrest's  Cavalry, 

Okolona,  August  1, 1864. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  action 
of  my  troops  in  the  engagements  commencing  at  Pontotoc  on  the  13th 
and  ending  near  Harrisburg,  Miss.,  on  the  15th  of  July: 

My  scouts  reported  the  enemy  in  strong  force  at  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  on 
the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Eailroad,  and  kept  me  constantly  advised 
of  his  movements. 

On  the  5th  he  was  reported  advancing  upon  Ripley. 

On  the  6th  I  was  advised  that  he  was  moving  toward  Tupelo  by  Ellis- 
town.  I  immediately  ordered  General  Buford  to  send  Colonel  Bell's 
brigade  to  EUistown  to  guard  the  approach  of  the  enemy  in  that  direc- 
tion. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  I  ordered  General  Buford  to  move  from 
Tuijelo  and  to  join  Colonel  Bell  at  EUistown.  At  the  same  time  I  or- 
dered Colonel  Mabry,  commanding  a  brigade  of  Mississippiaiis,  to 
move  from  Saltillo  and  report  to  General  Buford  at  EUistown.  The 
enemy  after  reaching  Ellis'  Mills  turned  abruptly  down  the  road  toward 
New  Albany  and  Pontotoc.  I  ordered  General  Buford  to  pursue  him,  to 
hang  upon  his  flanks,  and  to  develop  his  strength,  but  to  avoid  a  gen- 
eral engagement  by  gradually  falling  back  toward  Okolona  if  the  enemy 
pressed  him. 

On  the  evening  of  the  10th  I  ordered  General  Chalmers  to  send  one 
of  his  brigades  to  Pontotoc,  and  if  possible  to  reach  there  before  the 
enemy  arrived,  and  to  move  with  his  other  brigade  to  the  infantry 
camps  at  the  crossing  of  the  Tupelo  and  Pontotoc  with  the  Chestervilk 
and  Okolona  roads. 

On  the  night  of  the  10th  I  gave  General  Chalmers  full  instructions, 
and  ordered  General  Buford  to  report  to  him.  The  enemy  was  reported 
slowly  and  cautiously  advancing.    I  ordered  General  Chalmers  to  hold 
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him  iu  check  until  I  was  prepared  to  give  him  battle  at  or  near  Okolona, 
where  the  necessary  arrangements  were  being  vigorously  made.  The 
enemy  was  easily  held  in  check,  but  reached  Pontotoc  on  the  evening 
of  the  11th,  but  made  no  further  effort  to  advance  during  the  day.  Gen- 
eral Chalmers  advised  me  of  the  disposition  he  had  made  of  the  troops, 
which  was  most  satisfactory.  As  all  the  approaches  south  were  strongly 
guarded  I  made  no  change  except  to  order  Colonel  Barteau's  regiment 
to  the  rear  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  12th  the  enemy  made  an  early  advance  on  the  Pontotoc  and 
Okolona  road,  but  Avas  promptly  met  by  General  Lyon's  brigade  and 
easily  driven  back.  He  also  attempted  an  advance  on  the  road  leading 
from  Pontotoc  to  Houston,  but  here  he  was  met  by  a  part  of  Colonel 
McCulloch's  brigade  and  forced  to  make  a  hasty  retreat.  Simultaneous 
with  his  other  movement  he  threw  out  a  force  on  the  Pontotoc  and 
Tupelo  road,  but  after  advancing  five  miles  was  met  by  a  part  of 
Rucker's  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Duff,  and  driven  back. 
Everything  being  in  readiness  to  receive  the  enemy,  I  ordered  General 
Chalmers  to  send  Rucker's  brigade  to  his  rear,  and  to  offer  no  further 
resistance  if  he  desired  to  advance  toward  Okolona.  The  delay  of  the 
enemy  at  Pontotoc  produced  the  impression  that  he  designed  to  fall 
back  toward  Memphis,  and  after  a  short  consultation  it  was  determined 
to  accept  battle  wherever  he  offered  it  and  to  attack  him  if  he  attempted 
a  retreat.  Lieutenant  General  Lee  therefore  ordered  me  to  move  every- 
thing to  the  front.  I  immediately  dispatched  one  of  my  staff  officers 
to  General  Chalmers,  ordering  him  to  resume  his  former  position  if  he 
had  retired,  and  to  hold  it  at  all  hazards  until  I  arrived  with  the  artil- 
lery and  infantry  re-enforcements.  I  reached  the  front  about  9  o'clock, 
and  found  the  troops  In  the  position  they  had  occupied  during  the  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  enemy  was  reported  retiring  from 
Pontotoc  in  the  direction  of  Tupelo.  Lieutenant-General  Lee  ordered 
me,  Avith  Mabry's  brigade,  my  escort,  and  Forrest's  old  regiment,  to 
attack  and  press  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy.  At  the  same  time  Lieu- 
tenant-General Lee  moved  forward,  with  Chalmers'  and  Buford's  two 
divisions  on  the  right,  with  the  view  of  attacking  the  enemy's  flanks  at 
every  vulnerable  point.  Accordingly,  I  advanced  upon  the  enemy  and 
found  Ids  rear  one  mile  from  Pontotoc,  on  the  Okolona  road.  I  threw 
forward  my  escort  and  Forrest's  old  regiment,  and  aiter  a  short  skir- 
mish he  was  rapidly  driven  into  town  and  out  on  the  Tupelo  road,  along 
which  the  main  column  was  retreating.  I  made  a  vigorous  assault  upon 
the  enemy's  rear  for  ten  miles.  He  took  advantage  of  every  favorable 
position,  and  my  artillery  was  kept  almost  in  constant  action.  Ten 
miles  from  Pontotoc  he  made  a  formidable  stand,  as  if  to  contest  my 
farther  advance.  After  a  short  engagement  he  was  driven  from  his 
position  and  made  a  rapid  retreat  across  an  extended  field,  while  my 
artillery  poured  upon  him  a  concentrated  fire.  I  had  now  driven  the 
enemy  ten  miles,  and  as  his  flanks  had  not  yet  been  attacked  I  was 
fearful  that  he  was  driven  too  rapidly.  I  therefore  halted  my  command 
and  awaited  the  attack  upon  his  flanks.  After  resting  about  one  hour 
our  guns  opened  upon  him  about  three  miles  ahead.  I  resumed  the 
march  and  hurriedly  pressed  forward,  and  on  reaching  the  ground  I 
found  General  Chalmers  had  dashed  intotheroad,  surprised  the  enemy, 
and  took  possession  of  his  wagon  train.  The  enemy,  however,  threw 
back  a  large  force  upon  General  Chalmers  and  forced  him  to  retire, 
but  not  until  he  had  killed  and  wounded  many  men  and  horses,  which 
forced  tlic  enemy  to  burn  and  nliaudon  several  wagons,  caissons,  and 
ambulances.  About  this  tijiic  heavy  firing  Avas  heard  still  farther  up 
21  B  K— VOIv  XXXIX,  VT  I 
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the  road  in  the  direction  of  Tupelo,  Avliich  adiiiouished  me  tliat  General 
Buford  was  also  attacking  the  enemy's  flank.    As  night  approached  the 
enemy  became  more  obstinate  in  his  resistance,  but  I  attacked  his  rear 
with  renewed  energy  until  9  o'clock,  when  I  reached  a  point  two  nules 
from  Harrisburg,  where  I  AvaS  joined  by  my  entire  connnand,  which 
halted  for  the  night.    Being  anxious  to  learn  the  exact  position  of  the 
enemy,  I  moved  Mabry's  brigade  forward  and  opened  upon  the  enemy 
with  four  pieces  of  artillery.    At  a  late  hour  in  the  night,  accompanied 
by  one  of  my  staff  officers,  I  approached  Harrisbixrg  and  discovered 
the  enemy  strongly  posted  and  prepared  to  give  battle  the  next  day. 
Colonel  Mabry's  brigade  having  been  on  duty  for  twenty-four  hours,  I 
ordered  General  Buford  to  send  the  Kentucky  brigade  to  its  relief. 
On  the  morning  of  the  14th  Lieutenant-General  Lee  ordered  the  attack 
to  be  made,  and  the  troops  were  disposed  for  that  puri)ose.    The 
enemy  had  selected  a  strong  position  on  a  ridge  fronting  an  open  field, 
gradually  sloping  toward  our  ai)proach.    During  the  night  he  had  con- 
structed fortifications,  and  his  position  being  naturally  strong  it  Avas  now 
almost  impregnable.    The  entire  command  was  dismounted.    General 
Eoddey's  troops  were  placed  on  the  extreme  right.  Colonel  Mabry's  bri- 
gade on  the  left,  and  the  Kentucky  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Cross- 
land,  in  the  center.    Bell's  brigade  was  formed  in  the  rear  of  Colonel 
Mabry's  brigade  as  a  support,  biit  Avas  subsequently  moved  forAvard  and 
formed  between  Mabry's  and  Crossland's  brigades.    General  Chalmers' 
division  of  cavalry  and  General  Lyon,  Avho  had  been  placed  in  command 
of  about  700  infantry,  were  formed  in  the  rear  to  be  held  as  a  reserve 
to  support  the  entire  front  line.    Lieutenant-General  Lee  gave  the  order 
to  adA'ance,  and  directed  me  to  swing  the  right  around  upon  the  enemy's 
left.    I  immediately  repaired  to  General  Eoddey's  right  Avith  all  possi- 
ble speed,  which  Avas  nearly  a  mile  distant,  and  after  giving  him  the 
necessary  orders  in  person  I  dashed  across  the  field  in  a  galloj)  for  the 
pur^jose  of  selecting  a  position  in  which  to  place  his  troojjs,  but  on 
reaching  the  front  I  found  the  Kentucky  brigade  liad  been  rashly  pre- 
cipitated forward,  and  AA'ere  retiring  under  the  murderous  fire  concen- 
trated upon  them.    I  seized  their  colors,  and  after  a  short  appeal  ordered 
them  to  form  a  new  line,  Avhcn  they  held  their  position.    The  terrific  fire 
poured  upon  the  gallant  Kentucky  brigade  showed  that  the  enemy  Avere 
supported  by  overAvhelming  numbers  in  an  impregnable  position,  and 
wishing  to  save  my  troops  from  the  unprofitable  slaughter  I  kncAV  Avould 
follow  any  attempt  to  charge  his  Avorks,  I  did  not  push  forward  General 
Eoddey's  command  when  it  ari'ived,  knoAving  it  Avould  receive  the  same 
concentrated  fire  which  had  repulsed  the  Kentucky  brigade.    I  ordered 
forAvard  four  pieces  of  artillery  and  formed  a  new  line  on  the  Tupelo  and 
Verona  road.    Mean  time  the  troops  on  my  left  Avere  hotly  engaged. 
Mabry's,  Bell's,  and  Eucker's  brigades  Avere  steadily  advancing.    They 
drove  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers  back  to  their  fortifications,  from  which 
point  the  enemy  opened  a  furious  cannonade  and  terrific  fire  of  small-arms. 
Mabry's  brigade  advanced  to  within  sixty  yards  of  the  enemy's  fortifica- 
tions, but  the  Aveather  Avas  so  oppressive  that  hundreds  of  men  fell 
fainting  with  exhaustion,  and  so  deadly  was  the  concentrated  fire  of 
small-arms  and  artillery  upon  the  adA'ancing  column  that  it  was  com- 
pelled to  fall  ba«k.    The  troops  thus  engaged,  having  exhausted  their 
ammunition,  were  relicA^ed  by  McCulloch's  brigade,  which  moved  forward 
and  covered  their  retreat.    The  enemy  still  remained  behind  his  works 
and  made  no  effort  to  pursue.    About  1  o'clock  Lieutenant-General  Lee 
ordered  me  to  fall  back  to  the  residen<fe  of  Mrs.  Sample,  and  to  form  a 
new  line  fronting  a  large  open  field.    Tlie  position  selected  Avas  a  strong 
one.    There  being  no  timber  in  front,  it  commanded  every  approach  for 
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several  hundred  yards.  I  ordered  immediate  construction  of  temporary 
fortifications,  and  in  a  sliort  time  the  men  along  my  entire  line  were  pro- 
tected behind  strong  works  erected  out  of  the  rails,  logs,  and  cotton- 
bales  which  the  premises  of  Mrs.  Sample  so  abundantly  furnished. 
The  approach  of  the  enemy  was  anxiously  awaited,  but  he  still  re- 
mained behind  his  fortifications.  About  night  he  commenced  burn- 
ing the  houses  in  Harrisburg.  General  Chalmers  advanced  yritii  one 
piece  of  artillery,  and  McCulloch's  brigade,  which  was  still  in  front, 
and  did  good  execution  by  throwing  shells  among  the  enemy,  who 
could  be  plainly  seen  by  the  light  of  the  burning  houses.  At  the 
approach  of  darkness  I  ordered  llucker's  brigade  to  report  to  me 
mounted.  With  it  I  moved  to  the  right  and  cautiously  approached- 
the  enemy's  left,  with  a  view^  of  ascertaining  his  position  and  strength 
in  that  direction.  By  meandering  through  the  woods  I  approached 
very  near  his  camps  before  he  discovered  my  presence.  I  ordered  my 
men  to  open  fire  upon  him,  when  the  first  line  fell  back  to  the  main 
body  and  opened  upon  me  one  of  the  heaviest  fires  I  have  heard  dur- 
ing the  war.  The  enemy's  whole  force  seemed  to  be  concentrated  at 
this  point.  There  was  unceasing  roar  of  small-arms,  and  his  whole 
line  was  lighted  up  by  a  continuous  stream  of  fire.  Not  a  man  was, 
however,  killed,  as  the  enemy  overshot  us,  but  he  is  reported  as  hav- 
ing suffered  much  from  the  fire  of  my  men,  and  still  more  from  their 
own  men,  who  fired  into  each  other  in  the  darkness  of  the  night.  On 
returning  to  camp  I  ordered  General  Buford  to  move  to  the  right 
with  his  division,  to  occupy  the  road  between  the  enemy  and  Verona, 
and  to  oppose  any  advance  in  that  direction. 

On  the  morning  of  the  loth,  finding  the  enemy  could  not  be  driven 
from  his  fortifications.  General  Buford  was  ordered  to  move  up  the 
Verona  road  and  attack  his  left  flank.  General  Buford  pushed  forward 
his  troops  and  drove  the  enemy  back  about  one  mile,  where  he  was  pro- 
tected by  his  main  line.  But  few  men  were  killed  or  wounded  in  this 
engagement,  but  I  found  the  road  strewn  with  men  fainting  under  the 
oppressive  heat,  hard  labor,  and  want  of  water.  General  Chalmers, 
who  had  been  ordered  to  the  left  in  the  morning,  reported  the  enemy 
retreating  on  the  EUistown  road.  I  immediately  proceeded  to  Harris- 
burg with  General  Eoddey's  command  and  attacked  the  enemy's  rear 
guard,  which,  after  a  short  engagement  with  Colonel  Warren's  regi- 
ment, retired.  I  ordered  General  Buford  to  press  forward  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Tupelo  and  engage  the  enemy  there,  if  he  still  occupied  the  place. 
On  reaching  Harrisburg  Lieutenant-General  Lee  ordered  me  to  take 
command  of  the  troops  and  to  pursue  the  enemy.  I  ordered  Mabry's 
brigade  on  the  Chesterville  road,  and  General  Chalmers  and  Buford  to 
pursue  the  enemy  retreating  on  the  Harrisburg  and  EUistown  road,  and 
to  make  a  vigorous  assault  upon  his  rear  as  soon  as  it  could  be  over- 
taken, while  I  moved  with  Lieutenant-General  Lee  to  Tupelo  for  the 
purpose  of  consulting  and  receiving  orders.  Having  learned  General 
Lee's  desires  I  started  from  Tupelo  to  join  my  (jommand.  Three  miles 
from  Tupelo  I  heard  heavy  artillery  firing,  and  as  I  farther  advanced 
I  could  also  hear  the  firing  of  small-arms.  On  arriving  at  Old  Town 
Creek  I  found  General  Chalmer  and  General  Buford  hotly  en- 
gaged. The  enemy  had  selected  a  strong  position  on  the  crest  of  a 
hill,  but  was  driven  to  the  creek  bottom  by  Bell's  and  Crossland's  bri^ 
gades,  where  he  was  heavily  re-enforced,  Avhich  enabled  him  not  only 
to  hold  his  ])osition,  but  to  press  back  these  two  brigndes.  I  ordered 
General  Chalmers  to  move  u]*  with  Mc(.!ulloch's  brigade,  and  Rice's 
battery  to  be  placed  in  position,  which  for  a  time  held  the  enemy  in 
pheck,    While  riding  across  the  field  and  endeavoring  to  press  fpf^ 
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ward  my  left  I  received  a  painful  wound,  which  incapacitated  me  from 
further  service.  I  sent  one  of  my  staff  offlcers  back  to  Tupelo  to  ad- 
vise General  Lee  of  my  wound.  I  ordered  General  Chalmers  to  assume 
command  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops. 

The  next  morning  the  enemy  rencAved  his  retreat  and  was  for  two 
days  [pursued]  by  General  Chalmers  with  Kucker's  and  Eoddey's  bri- 
gades. The  enemy  was  thus  driven  back  to  the  point  from  which  he 
started  and  many  a  home  saved  from  spoliation,  and  the  country  jire- 
served  from  the  desolation  and  ruin  which  everywhere  marks  the  in- 
vader's tracks.    But  this  achievement  cost  the  best  blood  of  the  South. 

My  forces  during  these  engagements  did  not  exceed  5,000;  that  of 
the  enemy  was  18,000  or  20,000.  He  fought  behind  fortifications  and  in 
positions  of  his  own  selection.  Notwithstanding  the  advantages  of  the 
enemy,  my  troops  moved  forward  with  a  gallantry  which  has  never 
been  excelled  on  any  field. 

The  long  list  of  killed  and  wounded  is  a  sad  but  truthful  tribute  to 
their  valor.  Three  of  my  brigade  commanders  (Rucker,  McCulloch, 
and  Crossland)  were  severely  wounded.  Colonels  were  either  killed  or 
wounded.  Two  hundred  and  ten  were  killed  and  1,116  wounded.  The 
enemy's  loss  was  equal  to  my  own. 

The  battle  of  Harrisburg  will  furnish  the  historian  a  bloody  record, 
but  it  will  also  stamj)  with  immortality  the  gallant  dead  and  the  living 
heroes  it  has  made.  Prominent  among  the  former  the  names  of  Col. 
Isham  Harrison  and  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M.  Nelson,  of  the  Sixth  Missis- 
sippi; Lieut.  Col.  John  B.  Cage,  commanding  Fourteenth  Confederate; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Sherrill,  of  the  Seventh  Kentucky,  and  Maj.  Robert 
C.  McCay,  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Mississippi,  will  shine  in  fadeless 
splendor.  They  were  lion-hearted  officers  and  courteous  officers.  It 
was  a  sad  blow  that  struck  down  these  gallant  spirits.  In  unselfish  de- 
votion to  the  cause  and  high  courage  they  leave  no  superiors  behind 
among  men.  Their  noble  natures  and  ardent  patriotism,  it  is  hoped, 
will  find  in  the  soldier's  grave  that  peace  for  which  their  country  has 
thus  far  struggled  in  vain,  and  for  the  achievement  of  which  they  have 
sacrificed  their  lives.  Future  generations  will  never  weary  in  hanging 
garlands  upon  their  graves. 

My  staff  on  this  occasion  acted  with  their  accustomed  gallantry  and 
promptitude  in  obeying  orders,  for  which  they  have  my  thanks. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

N.  B.  FORREST, 

Major-General. 

Maj.  P.  Ellis,  Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Selma,  Ala. 


No.  46. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  R.  Chalmers,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First 
Division,  Forresfs  Cavalry. 

Headquaktees  First  Division,  Forrest's  Cavalry, 

Oakland  Church,  July  23,  1864. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action 
of  the  troops  under  my  command  during  the  late  engagements  with  the 
enemy  near  Pontotoc  and  Tupelo : 

About  11  o'clock  at  night  on  the  9th  of  July  I  received  a  telegraphic 
order  to  send  one  of  my  brigades  to  Pontotoc,  to  precede  the  enemy  there, 
and  to  move  the  other  tt)  a  point  four  miles  west  of  Tujielo,  known  as  the 
infantry  camj),  at  the  crossing  of  the  Tupelo  and  Pontotoc  with  the 
Ohesterville  and  Okoloua  roads.    1  had  not  been  eoniiected  with  the 
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Itont  ill  any  Avay  up  to  this  time  and  knew  nothing  of  the  strength, 
position,  ()!■  movements  of  the  enemy.  I  ordered  McCulloch's  brigade 
to  Pontotoc  and  moved  with  Eucker's  brigade  to  the  infantry  camp  and 
sent  Major  Crump,  of  my  staff,  to  Tupelo  to  ask  for  instructions,  as  I 
had  received  none,  except  to  communicate  with  the  major-general  at 
Gorman's  Mills,  to  which  place  all  of  our  troops  had  been  ordered. 
Major  Crump  returned  at  daylight  with  instructions  for  me  to  join 
General  Buford,  who  was  in  front  with  his  division  and  Mabry's  bri- 
gade, assume  command  of  the  whole  force,  skirmish  with  the  enemy, 
and  make  him  develop  his  strength,  but  not  to  bring  on  a  general 
engagement.  I  had  some  difficulty  in  finding  General  Buford,  but  at 
length  came  ui>  with  him  on  the  evening  of  the  10th  near  Pontotoc,  and 
then  made  my  dispositions  to  carry  out  the  instructions  I  had  received. 
General  Buford,  acting  under  instructions  from  General  Forrest,  had 
sent  to  Okolona  one  of  his  brigades  and  a  section  of  artillery.  I  wrote 
at  once  to  the  major-general  that  the  enemy  was  moving  very  sloAvly, 
and  usually  with  a  line  of  battle  and  skirmishers  about  one  mile  in 
length,  and  that  I  could  not  without  artillery  make  him  develoj)  his 
strength  without  endangering  a  general  engagement,  Avhich  I  was  in- 
structed to  avoid.  He  replied  declining  to  send  me  artillery,  but  direct- 
ing me  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  two  days  longer,  if  possible,  until 
he  could  prepare  to  receive  him  near  Okolona.  This  order  was  re- 
ceived on  the  night  of  the  llth  instant.  We  had  been  skirmishing 
Avith  him  since  the  evening  of  the  lOth,  and  held  him  in  check  very 
easily.  Colonel  McCulloch  had  skirmished  with  him  on  the  morning  of 
the  llth  from  a  jioint  two  miles  north  to  one  four  miles  south  of  Ponto- 
toc, losing  1  man  killed  and  1  wounded.  Here  he  wa.s  relieved  by  Gen- 
eral Lyon's  brigade,  which  was  dismounted  and  well  posted  in  a  strong 
jjosition  on  Pinson's  Hill. 

The  enemy's  main  force  reached  Pontotoc;  about  9  a.  m.  on  the  llth, 
but  did  not  attempt  to  move  out  farther  than  our  picket  on  that  day. 
Being  instructed  to  prevent  his  moving  in  any  direction  without  my 
knowledge,  I  jilaced  Barteau's  regiment  on  the  Tupelo  road,  and 
liucker's  brigade  on  the  Cotton-Ghi  road  Avith  orders  to  watch  the 
Tupelo  road  and  to  re-enforce  Colonel  Barteau  if  necessary  without 
awaiting  further  orders.  General  Lyon's  and  Colonel  Mabry's  bri- 
gades, under  General  Buford,  were  placed  on  the  Okolona  stage  road, 
and  McCulloch's  brigade  was  stationed  on  the  Houston  road,  and  all 
these  dispositions  were  communicated  to  Major-General  Forrest.  On 
the  night  of  the  llth  instant,  uuder  orders  from  Forrest,  Barteau's  regi- 
ment was  sent  to  the  rear. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  a  brigade  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  made  an 
attack  on  General  Lyon's  position,  but  were  easily  repulsed.  They  also 
moved  out  three  miles  on  the  Houston  road  and  were  checked  by  Willis' 
battaUon,  of  McCulloch's  brigade,  and  five  miles  on  the  Tupelo  road, 
where  they  were  driven  back  by  a  portion  of  Eucker's  brigade,  under 
Colonel  Duff.  About  this  time  (9  a.  m.  on  the  12th )  I  received  orders  from 
the  major-general  to  send  one  of  my  brigades  immediately  to  the  rear, 
and  to  let  the  enemy  come  on  if  he  would,  as  everything  was  ready  to 
receive  him.  Under  this  order  I  started  Eucker's  brigade  to  the  rear,  and 
all  the  wagon  and  ordnance  trains  six  miles  back  on  the  Okolona  road, 
and  about  6  o'clock  in  the  evening  was  withdrawing  the  Avhole  com- 
mand, when  Colonel  Galloway,  of  General  Forrest's  staff,  came  up  and 
ordered  me  to  remain  where  I  was,  stating  that  Generals  Lee  and  For- 
rest would  be  up  that  night  with  all  the  force,  to  give  battle  there,  and 
that  he  had  ordered  Eucker's  brigade  and  the  wagon  trains  back.  This 
sudden  change  of  orders,  being  made  at  night,  produced  some  confasion. 
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Colonels  Bartean  and  Rucker  Laving  botb  been  withdrawn  from  my 
right  flank  the  Tupelo  road  was  left  open,  and  although  Colonel 
Rucker  moved  back  to  his  old  position  that  night,  he  did  not  feel  au- 
thorized to  act  upon  his  old  orders.  The  result  was  the  enemy  moved 
the  next  morning  (13th)  on  the  Tupelo  road,  and  his  advance  was  ten 
miles  from  Pontotoc  before  any  orders  were  received  as  to  what  move- 
ment should  be  made.  I  supposed  that  we  woiild  fall  back  to  the  place 
selected  for  battle  near  Egypt  Station,  and  that  the  enemy  was  attempt- 
ing to  get  there  before  us.  I  therefore  took  Roddey's  and  Rucker's 
brigades  and  moved  at  once  to  the  fords  on  Chauappa  Creek,  with  a 
view  of  preceding  the  enemy  and  holding  him  in  check  until  our  forces 
could  get  into  iiosition  and  receive  him.  While  moving,  however,  I  re- 
ceived orders  from  General  Lee  to  attack  the  enemy  vigorously  in  flank, 
and  did  so  with  Rucker's  brigade,  leaving  General  Roddey  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  fords,  which  I  considered  important.  We  came  upon  the 
enemy  at  Bartram's  Shop,  eight  miles  west  of  Tupelo,  and  attacked  him 
at  once.  We  took  him  by  surprise,  and  got  possession  of  his  train  at 
first,  and  killed  the  mules,  so  that  he  was  forced  to  abandon  and  burn  7 
wagons,  1  caisson,  and  2  ambulances,  but  his  infantry  rallied,  and  by 
superior  numbers  forced  us  to  retiree.  Not  long  after  this  General  For- 
rest, who  was  in  the  rear  with  two  brigades,  came  up,  and  we  went  Avith 
him  to  the  infantry  camp,  four  miles  west  of  Tupelo,  where  we  remained 
during  the  night. 

Next  morning  (the  14th)  I  was  ordered  to  move  up  my  division  dis- 
mounted, and  did  so,  marching  the  men  about  two  miles,  and  as  there 
was  some  change  in  the  orders  about  our  position  after  we  came  upon 
the  field,  there  was  consequently  marching  and  countermarching,  which 
l>roved  very  exhausting  to  men  unaccustomed  to  marching  on  foot.  We 
were  placed  in  reserve,  and  soon  after  we  had  obtained  our  position  the 
line  in  front  advanced  to  the  attack.  General  Buford's  division  was  in 
the  center,  General  Roddey's  brigade  was  on  the  right,  and  Colonel 
Mabry's  brigade  on  the  left.  As  soon  as  they  became  well  engaged  I 
was  ordered  to  advance,  and  while  moving  received  three  different 
orders.  From  General  Forrest  I  received  an  order  to  move  to  the  right 
and  support  General  Roddey;  from  General  Lee  to  move  to  the  left  and 
support  Colonel  Mabry,  and  from  General  Buford  an  order  stating  that 
I  should  move,  by  direction  of  General  Lee,  to  relieve  him  on  the  center. 
Major-General  Forrest  being  my  immediate  superior,  I  obeyed  his  order 
and  moved  to  the  right,  but  before  I  had  reached  the  desired  position 
another  order  from  General  Lee  in  person  divided  my  command,  leaving 
McCulloch's  brigade  in  reserve  and  moving  Rucker's  brigade  to  the  left 
to  charge  at  a  double-quick  and  with  a  shout.  I  moved  in  i^erson  on 
the  left  of  Rucker's  brigade.  Colonel  Rucker  being  on  the  right,  and  we 
passed  over  plowed  gi-ound  and  through  a  corn-field,  in  full  view  of  the 
enemy,  for  2,000  yards,  under  fire  of  three  pieces  of  artillery  and  small- 
arms  from  the  enemy,  strongly  posted  on  an  elevated  and  wooded  I'idge 
to  the  left  and  rear  of  Harrisburg.  Before  we  reached  the  position  to 
charge  many  of  the  men  fainted  from  exhaustion  and  the  remainder 
were  unable  to  drive  the  enemy  from  his  position.  After  an  inefi'ectual 
effort  to  gain  the  hill  we  fell  back  to  a  position  in  a  lane  which  afforded 
some  little  shelter.  Colonel  Rucker,  with  his  little  brigade,  behaved 
with  as  much  gallantry  as  men  could  under  similar  circumstances,  as 
the  heavy  list  of  killed  and  wounded  will  prove;  yet  they  were  unable 
to  accomplish  anything.  Colonel  Mabry's  and  Colonel  Bell's  brigades, 
on  our  immediate  right,  having  exhausted  their  ammunition,  were 
ordered  back.    Colonel  Rucker  was  then  withdrawn.    Colonel  McCul- 
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loch's  brigade,  being  -well  posted  in  reserve,  covered  the  retrent  and  tlie 
enemy  did  not  pursue. 

On  the  evening  of  the  14th  the  enemy  commenced  to  burn  the  houses 
in  Ilarrisburg,  and  I  advanced  with  McOulloch's  brigade,  some  skir- 
mishers from  the  First  Mississippi  Infantry,  and  one  piece  of  artillery 
to  feel  for  their  position,  and  found  it  strongly  taken  at  Harrisburg. 
The  artillery  obtained  a  good  position  and  did  uinch  execution,  throw- 
ing shell  into  the  lires  which  the  enemy  had  kindled,  and  by  the  light 
of  which  he  could  be  seen  moving  about.  After  some  skirmishing,  in 
which  we  lost  6  men  wounded,  we  retired  after  dark  to  our  old  position. 
About  this  time  Major-Geueral  Forrest,  with  Eucker's  brigade,' mounted, 
moved  on  the  enemy's  left  and  approached  very  near  to  his  camps.  .  His 
(the  enemy's)  first  line  fell  back  upon  the  main  body,  and  at  once  opened 
the  heaviest  flre  of  small-arms  which  was  heard  during  the  engagement. 
We  suffered  but  little,  however.  The  enemy  is  rej)orted  to  have  suffered 
very  severely.  It  is  supposed  that  their  own  men  fired  into  each  other 
in  the  darkness  of  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  we  awaited  an  attack  from  the  enemy 
until  about  11  o'clock,  when,  finding  he  could  not  be  drawn  out  from 
his  chosen  ground,  I  was  ordered  forward  with  McCulloch's  brigade 
(mounted)  to  ascertain  where  he  was  and  what  he  was  doing.  After 
skirmishing  about  an  hour  I  got  in  sight  of  the  Ellistown  road,  and 
found  him  retreating,  and  at  once  reported  the  fact  to  Lientenant-Gen- 
eral  Lee.  As  soon  as  we  could  get  ready  our  entire  line  was  advanced 
on  Harrisburg,  the  enemy's  rear  fell  back,  and  the  pursuit  began.  Gen- 
eral Buford's  division  led  our  a^lvance,  and  I  followed  with  McCulloch's 
brigade.  When  we  reached  [Old]  Town  Creek,  four  miles  fromTui)elo, 
the  enemy's  whole  force  Avas  found  encami)ed  and  waiting  for  the  as'sault. 
General  Buford's  pursuing  column  was  met  by  a  vigorous  attack  from 
the  enemy,  who  was  in  position,  and  he  was  soon  driven  back  in  con- 
fusion. Three  very  emphatic  orders  were  sent  me  to  hurry  forward  Mc- 
Culloch's brigade  into  the  fight,  and  they  were  put  into  it  by  regiments 
before  1  could  have  the  brigade  formed;  consequently  the  advanced  regi- 
ments were  driven  back  in  confusion  before  the  rear  could  be  engaged. 
1  was  ordered  to  send  one  regimeiit,  mounted,  to  the  corn-field  on  the 
left,  and  taking  Forrest's  regiment  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Kelley),  I  went 
Avith  it  myself  until  1  received  a  notification  from  one  of  my  staff  that 
the  enemy  was  100  yards  in  my  rear  and  on  my  right,  but  I  could  not 
see  them,  nor  they  me,  because  of  the  corn  and  slight  ridge  separating 
us.  At  the  same  time  that  I  received  this  information  I  received  orders 
from  General  Forrest  to  assume  command  and  withdraw  the  troops,  as 
he  was  wounded.  I  returned  at  once  to  the  rear  and  found  our  men  fall- 
ing back  and  the  enemy  pressing  up  to  the  iiosition  on  which  I  had  left 
my  brigade,  and  Col.  E.  McCulloch  severely  wounded.  I  sent  orders  to 
General  Buford  at  once  to  form  his  men,  and  received  an  answer  that 
he  could  not  form.  On  repeating  my  order  I  was  told  he  had  formed 
three  companies.  I  drcAV  McCulloch's  brigade  back  about  400  yards  in 
rear  of  the  position  from  which  we  had  been  driven,  and  formed  them 
in  line,  mounted.  We  waited  about  one  hour  to  see  if  the  enemy  would 
advance.  As  he  did  not,  I  ordered  the  brigade  back  to  its  camp  in 
accordance  with  instructions  I  had  received  to  withdraw  the  troops,  and 
Avent  in  j^erson  in  search  of  Lieutenant-Gen eral  Lee.  I  found  him  striv- 
ing to  rally  General  Buford's  division,  and  determined  not  to  withdraw. 
General  Buford  AA'as  ordered  to  picket  the  position  which  we  then  held, 
and  1  was  ordered  to  relieve  him  at  3  o'clock  next  morning;  but  as  Gen- 
eral Buford  could  not  collect  men  enough  from  his  division  to  hold  the 
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position  McCuUocli's  brigade  was  ordered  back,  aud  held  it  during  tlie 
night. 

The  enemy  commenced  his  retreat  next  morning,  and  I  pursued  him 
two  days  with  Eucker's  and  Roddey's  brigades,  and  skirmished  with 
them  slightly  as  directed,  losing  5  men  wounded.  The  enemy  returned 
by  way  of  New  Albany  instead  of  moving  straight  forward  from  Ellis- 
town  to  Kelly's  Mill,  as  scouts  reported  they  Avere  moving,  and  thus 
foiled  an  attack  on  his  flank  which  General  Roddey  had  prepared  to 
make  near  Kelly's  Mill.  The  enemy  was  sujierior  to  us  in  numbers, 
and  awaited  us,in  strongly-selected  and  fortified  positions,  acting  always 
on  the  defensive;  consequently  we  were  reinilsed  with  heavy  loss  in 
every  engagement,  yet  our  men  exhibited  the  most  desperate  courage, 
and  sustained  themselves  as  well  as  men  could  in  so  unequal  a  con- 
test. 

My  brigade  commanders  (Cols.  Robert  McOuUoch  and  Edmund  W. 
Eucker)  displayed  their  proverbial  gallantry  and  were  conspicuous  in 
the  fight,  and  I  regret  to  report  both  severely  wounded  in  the  front  lines 
of  their  respective  brigades.  Col.  W.  L.  Duff  was  wounded  in  the  arm 
while  charging  with  his  usual  impetuosity,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chal- 
mers had  his  horse  killed  in  the  fight ;  biit  where  all  fought  with  a  stub- 
born valor,  which  struck  terror  to  the  heai'ts  of  superior  numbers  and 
made  them  stand  closely  to  their  fortified  positions,  it  is  needless  to 
name  individuals. 

Our  loss  was  severe  and  much  to  be  lamented.  The  Seventh  Ten- 
nessee mourns  the  loss  of  Cajrtains  Statler  and  Charlie  Claiborne;  the 
Eighteenth  Mississippi,  Captain  Middleton ;  the  Second  Missouri,  Lieu- 
tenant Murray;  all  noble  and  daring  young  men,  and  who  gave  un- 
doubted promise  that  with  life  spared  they  would  have  filled  high  places 
in  the  army  of  the  Confederacy. 

To  my  own  staff — Capt.  W.  A.  Goodman,  assistant  adjutant-general; 
Maj.  B.  S.  Crump  and  Maj.  A.  G.  Mills;  Capts.  L.  T.  Lindsey  and  Ed. 
Daley;  Lieut.  G.  T.  Banks  and  Lieut  H.  Ginder,  of  the  Engineer 
Corps — I  must  return  my  acknowledgments.  Their  bearing  throughout 
was  in  the  highest  degree  commendable.  At  the  same  time  it  is  just  that 
I  particularize  Captain  Goodman  for  rare  coolness,  activity,  and  daring. 
The  loss  of  my  command  is  in  killed  57,  in  wounded  255,  as  will  be 
seen  by  reference  to  list,*  marked  A,  in  appendix  herewith  forwarded. 

For  a  more  particular  and  detailed  account  of  the  part  taken  by  this 
command  in  these  several  engagements  I  refer  yoii  to  the  reports  *  of  my 
subordinate  officers,  herewith  forwarded,  marked  B. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  mentioning  the  robbery  and  deso- 
lation which  attended  the  march  of  the  invading  army.  Every  species 
of  vandalism  was  committed.  Not  only  were  u  on -combatant  citizens 
maltreated,  their  houses  rifled  of  clothing,  money,  and  other  valuables, 
besides  the  theft  of  every  pound  of  bacon  and  every  ounce  of  meal,  but 
the  same  course  of  rapine  and  cruelty  was  shown  toward  unprotected 
widows  and  orphans,  who  were  stripped  of  their  all,  and  in  many  cases 
turned  out  of  doors,  with  nothing  left  them  save  the  wearing  api)arel 
upon  their  j)ersons.  Cows  aud  calves  were  killed  from  mere  wantonness, 
and  left  in  private  yards  and  on  the  iiublic  thoi'oughfares. 

Although  our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  Avas  severe,  we  nevertheless 
succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  back.  He  may  have  destroyed  much 
valuable  property  and  produced  great  siiffering  and  hardship  in  the 
immediate  line  of  his  march,  yet  the  great,  grand,  and  leading  object  of 
his  raid — the  destruction  of  these  rich  valleys  and  i)rairies,  Avitli  their 

*  Not  found. 
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untold  agricultural  wealth — was  signally  defeated,  and  tbi.s  region  is 
again,  comparatively,  saved.  lu  short,  with  om*  heavy  losses,  we  yet 
can  claim  to  have  won  for  our  country  another  decided  triumph. 

JAS.  E.  CHALMERS, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  First  Division. 
Maj.  C.  W.  Anderson,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  47. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Abraham  Buford,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second 

Division. 

Headquakters  Second  Division,  Forrest's  Cavalry,    ' 

Hgypt,  Miss.,  July  32, 1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  rejiort  of  the  operations  of 
my  division  during  the  late  engagement  in  and  around  Tupelo : 

My  division  was  composed  of  Lyon's  brigade,  comprising  the  Third, 
Seventh,  Eighth,  and  Faulkner's  Kentucky  Kegiments,  900  strong; 
Bell's  brigade,  comprising  the  Second,  Fifteenth,  and  Sixteenth,  and 
Newsom's  Tennessee  Regiments,  1,300  strong,  and  Mabry's  brigade, 
temporarily  attached  to  the  division,  comprising  the  Sixth  and  Thirty- 
eighth  Mississippi,  Fourth  Mississippi  and  Fourteenth  Confederate 
Regiments,  1,000  strong;  in  all,  3,200  effective  men. 

On  the  7th  of  July  I  was  ordered  to  send  Bell's  brigade  to  EUistown. 
He  accordingly  moved  at  5  o'clock  the  morning  of  the  8th  for  that  point, 
and  guarded  the  approach  from  Ripley  via  Bllistown  to  Tupelo. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  by  order  of  Major-General  Forrest,  I  moved 
from  Tupelo  to  EUistown  with  the  Kentucky  brigade,  Brigadier-General 
Lyon  commanding.  At  this  point  I  was  joined  by  Col.  H.  P.  Mabry 
with  his  brigade  of  Mississippians,  who  had  moved  from  Saltillo.  Learn- 
ing from  scouts  that  the  enemy  were  not  advancing  on  the  Ripley 
and  EUistown  road,  but  on  the  road  from  Ripley  via  Kew  Albany  to 
Pontotoc,  I  moved  my  division  to  the  latter  place,  marching  all  night, 
halting  about  daylight  two  miles  from  Pontotoc.  I  received  during  the 
day  several  orders  directing  me  to  develop  the  enemy's  strength,  not  to 
bring  on  a  general  engagement,  but  keep  in  the  enemy's  front  and  on 
his  flanks  and  gradually  fall  back  to  Okolona.  I  accordingly  made 
dispositions  to  carry  out  these  orders.  I  sent  a  regiment  of  Mabry's 
brigade.  Colonel  Isham  Harrison  commanding,  accompanied  by  a  staff 
officer,  toward  Plentytude,  on  the  Plentytude  and  Chesterville  road.  I 
ordered  Colonel  Bell  to  send  the  Second  Tennessee,  Colonel  Barteau 
commanding,  in  the  direction  of  New  Albany.  I  had  hardly  made 
these  dispositions,  and  was  preparing  to  make  others,  when,  at  7.30 
a.  m.  on  the  10th  of  July,  I  received  an  order  from  Major-General 
Forrest  to  get  on  the  Chesterville  road,  if  I  could,  and  join  the  com- 
mand at  Okolona,  and  to  send  a  squadron  of  100  good  men  in  rear  of 
the  enemy  to  cut  off  his  communications,  &c.  I  immediately  detached 
100  picked  men,  under  Captain  Tyler,  Company  A,  Faulkner's  (Ken- 
tucky) regiment,  to  proceed  to  rear  of  the  enemy  and  carry  out  the  in- 
structions I  had  received.  For  the  operations  of  this  squadron  I  refer 
to  the  report  of  Captain  Tyler,  herewith  forwarded.  About  9  a.  m.  I 
was  joined  at  Pontotoc  by  McCulloch's  brigade,  of  Chalmers'  division. 

I  left  Pontotoc  about  1  a.  m.  Sunday,  10th  of  July,  and  marched  to  a 
strong  position  on  a  creek  five  or  six  miles  from  the  town,  leaving  Mc- 
Culloch's brigade  at  Pontotoc  and  Barteau's  regiment  (Second  Tennes- 
see) on  the  Pontotoc  and  New  Albany  road  to  skirmish  with  the  enemy 
and  gradually  fall  back.    During  the  day  I  received  orders  to  report  to 
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Brigadier-General  Chalmers,  who  had  been  fully  instructed  by  the 
major-general  commanding,  and  to  co-operate  with  him.    I  did  so. 

The  enemy  made  his  appearance  Monday  morning,  11th  instant,  in 
Pontotoc.  His  force  consisted  of  13,000  infantry  (including  one  brigade 
of  negroes),  2,500  cavalry,  and  24  pieces  of  artillery,  under  command  of 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith.  This  force  was  admirably  equipped,  com- 
manded by  an  officer  of  experience  and  skUl,  and  moved  with  great 
caution,  always  prepared.  Colonel  McCullocli's  brigade  and  Colonel 
Barteau's  regiment  were  gradually  driven,  and  fell  back  three  miles  on 
the  Pontotoc  and  Okolona  road.  Dispositions  were  made  to  hold  the 
enemy  in  check. 

On  Tuesday  morning  the  enemy  advanced  and  Lyon's  brigade  met 
them.  The  enemy's  cavalry  dismounted  and  moved  against  the  posi- 
tion taken  in  the  road  by  this  brigade,  but  were  handsomely  repulsed. 
Tuesday  night  Generals  Lee  and  Forrest  arrived  on  the  field,  bring- 
ing with  them  the  entire  force  of  infantry  and  dismounted  cavalry.  1 
reported  to  them  all  the  information  in  my  knowledge,  and  the  fact  that 
up  to  that  time  I  had  discovered  no  evidence  of  the  demoralized  condi- 
tion of  the  enemy,  but  had  found  him  ever  ready  for  action. 

On  Wednesday  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  left  Pontotoc 
that  morning  and  was  marching  on  Tupelo.  I  was  immediately  ordered 
to  move  on  his  flank  on  the  Pontotoc  and  Carmargo  Ferry  road,  known 
as  the  Chauappa  Valley  road,  leading  via  Doctor  Calhoun's  house  to 
Verona.  I  did  so,  moving  on  his  right  flank,  Colonel  Bell's  brigade  in 
advance.  General  Lyon  was  relieved  from  his  brigade  and  ordered  to 
take  command  of  the  division  of  infantry.  The  command  of  the  Ken- 
tucky brigade  then  devolved  on  Colonel  Crossland,  Seventh  Kentucky 
Eegiment.  General  Forrest,  with  Mabry's  brigade,  followed  imme- 
diately in  rear  of  the  enemy.  About  5  o'clock  Wednesday  evening  (13th), 
under  the  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Lee,  with  Bell's  brigade  and  a 
section  of  artillery  from  Morton's  battery,  I  attacked  the  enemy  on  his 
right  flank  during  the  march.  At  no  time  had  I  found  the  enemy  un- 
prepared. He  marched  with  his  column  well  closed  up,  his  wagon  train 
well  protected,  and  his  flanks  covered  in  an  admirable  manner,  evincing 
at  all  times  a  readiness  to  meet  any  attack,  and  showing  careful  general- 
ship. After  fighting  him  about  an  horn-,  suffering  considerable  loss,  the 
enemy  was  heavily  re-enforced  and  I  was  compelled  to  withdraw  the 
brigade  from  action.  They  fell  back  and  reformed  across  a  creek.  The 
Kentucky  brigade  having  by  this  time  arrived  at  the  scene  of  action,  I 
formed  the  two  brigades  to  repel  any  attack  that  might  be  made,  but 
the  enemy  being  pushed  in  the  rear  moved  on  to  Harrisbnrg.  I  fol- 
lowed him  to  within  two  miles  of  that  place,  Avlien  I  joined  General 
Forrest  at  the  intersection  of  the  Harrisbnrg  and  Verona  and  the  Pon- 
totoc and  Tupelo  roads.  The  enemy  formed  his  line  at  Harrisburg, 
where  he  had  a  strong,  natural  position,  and  during  the  iiight  threw 
up  a  line  of  fortifications  and  awaited  an  attack  from  us.  1  camped 
for  the  night,  throwing  the  Kentucky  brigade  forward  on  picket. 

During  the  night  I  received  orders  to  bring  uj)  my  division  to  the  cross- 
roads by  daylight  next  morning,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Harris- 
bnrg. The  troops  were  there  formed  for  the  attack — Mabry's  brigade 
on  the  left  of  the  road  from  Pontotoc  to  Tupelo,  the  Kentucky  brigade 
on  the  right,  and  Bell's  brigade  immediately  in  rear  of  Mabry's  brigade 
as  a  support.  Brigadier-General  Eoddey's  division  was  formed  on  the 
right  of  the  Kentucky  brigade.  Chalmers'  division  of  cavalry  and 
Lyon's  division  of  infantry  were  held  as  reserves.  About  7  !>.  m.  I  was 
ordered  to  move  forward  to  the  attack,  when  I  modestly  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  attack  should  not  be  a  direct  one,  but  the  majority 
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of  the  forces  sliould  be  thrown  on  the  Verona  and  Tupelo  road,  and  a 
vigorous  assault  made  on  his  left  flank ;  that  a  direct  charge  was  what 
the  enemy  most  desired,  and  for  whicli  he  was  strongly  i)osted  both 
by  nature  and  art.  The  ground  moved  over  was  open  timber  inter- 
sected by  hills  and  ravines.  In  moving  forward  the  Kentucky  brigade 
obliqued  to  the  right,  in  order  to  connect  with  Eoddey's  division, 
Mabry's  brigade  obliqued  to  the  left.  Observing  these  intervals, 
I  reported  the  fact  to  General  Lee,  who  immediately  ordered  Colonel 
Bell  to  move  forward  and  form  between  Mabry's  and  Crossland's 
brigades.  The  accompanying  plan*  will  show  the  disposition  of  my 
division  for  the  attack.  Immediately  in  front  of  the  enemy's  position, 
which  was  on  elevated  ground  commanding  the  entire  approach,-  the 
country  was  open,  there  being  no  timber  in  front  for  a  distance  of  100 
or  200  yards  at  different  points  of  his  line.  The  enemy's  skirmishers 
were  driven  in.  When  the  Kentucky  brigade  arrived  at  the  edge  of 
the  timber,  discovering  the  enemy's  position,  raising  a  shout  they 
charged  his  line  of  works.  The  enemy  reserved  his  fire  until  our  men 
were  in  close  range,  and  poured  upon  them  a  galling  fire.  They  con- 
tinued, however,  to  advance.  The  enemy's  artillery  was  fired  with 
great  rapidity,  charged  with  canister,  upon  our  advancing  columns. 
Perceiving  that  the  force  on  our  extreme  right  (Roddey's)  did  not  ad- 
vance, the  enemy  turned  the  fire  of  his  batteries,  posted  on  an  eleva- 
tion in  Roddey's  front,  on  the  advancing  Kentuckians,  and  they,  under  a 
galling  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  both  in  front  and  obliquely  from 
the  enemy  in  Eoddey's  front,  were  compelled  to  fall  back.  They  had 
advanced,  however,  to  the  enemy's  intrenchments.  Some  fell  and  were 
taken  prisoners  within  his  line,  and  severiil  within  thirty  steps  of  his 
breast-works.  Colonel  Faulkner's  horse  was  killed  within  sixty  st«ps 
under  him.  The  loss  was  very  severe  in  this  charge,  and  it  Tvas  only 
under  a  fire  that  dealt  death  on  every  side  and  decimated  their  ranks 
fully  one-third  that  they  were  forced  to  fall  back.  Mabry's  and  Bell's 
brigades  advanced  to  within  close  musket-range  and  engaged  the 
enemy.  Aj)proaching  gradually  they  poured  a  very  destructive  fire 
upon  his  line.  Arriving  at  the  open  space  and  having  to  cross  a  corn- 
field, they  slowly  advanced,  but  so  deadly  was  the  concentrated  fire 
that,  after  penetrating  some  fifty  steps,  they  retired  to  the  cover  of 
timber,  where  they  kept  up  a  heavy  and  continual  fire  upon  the  enemy 
for  three  hours,  dealing  destruction  in  his  ranks.  General  Chalmers' 
division  was  ordered  forward  to  relieve  my  command,  and  I  was  directed 
to  fall  back  and  hold  my  command  immediately  in  rear  of  the  position 
where  the  first  line  of  battle  was  formed.  During  the  night  I  was 
ordered  to  mount  Bell's  brigade  and  station  it  at  Doctor  Calhoun's  house, 
to  be  in  readiness  to  oppose  the  enemy  if  an  advance  was  made  toward 
Verona,  and  tlie  Kentucky  brigade  to  be  tliroAvn  between  the  enemy  and 
Doctor  Calhoun's  house.  I  was  further  ordered  to  send  a  mounted  regi- 
ment from  Mabry's  brigade  through  Harrisburg,  to  ascertain  what  the 
enemy  Avas  doing,  while  the  remainder  of  that  brigade  was  left  in  its 
original  position.  I  made  the  dispositions  reqiiired  by  these  orders, 
and  the  next  morning  (Friday,  the  15th  of  July)  I  was  ordered  to  attack 
the  enemy  on  his  left  flank  on  the  Verona  road.  I  moved  against 
him  with  Bell's  and  Crossland's  brigades,  and  drove  him  back  about 
one  mile  to  the  cover  of  timber  upon  his  main  line.  I  then  halted, 
threw  out  a  line  of  skirmishers  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  and  rested 
my  division,  who  were  exhausted  from  hard  fighting,  the  excessive  heat, 
and  want  of  water.    I  had  eighty  men  carried  off"  the  field  that  morning 
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perfectly  exhausted,  most  of  ^vhom  Avere  insensible.  About  2  p.  m. 
I  received  orders  to  move  uj),  as  the  enemy  were .  evidently  retreat- 
ing on  the  road  to  Ellistowu,  aud  to  pursue  him  vigorously.  I 
marched  on  the  Harrisburg  ami  Ellistowu  road,  Bell's  brigade  in  the 
advance,  and  commenced  the  pursuit.  Eice's  battery  was  also  ordered 
to  report  to  me.  I  overtook  the  enemy's  rear  at  Old  Town  Creek, 
five  miles  from  Tupelo.  1  ordered  Eice's  battery  immediately  iu  po- 
sition on  elevated  ground,  which  commanded  the  bottom  aud  the  cross- 
ing of  the  creek,  and  opened  on  the  retiring  enemy.  I  formed  Bell's 
and  Crossland's  brigades  on  either  side  of  the  road  and  moved  for- 
ward. From  casualties  of  action,  from  exhaustion,  and  from  broken- 
down  horses,  my  division,  now  comj)osed  of  those  two  brigades  (Ma- 
bry's  having  been  sent  on  another  road),  was  reduced  to  less  than  a 
thousand.  I  drove  the  enemy's  rear  before  me  to  the  creek  bottom,  with 
considerable  loss.  Eice's  battery  did  good  execution.  The  enemy 
finding  himself  pushed  in  the  rear  immediately  re-enforced  his  rear 
guard  with  two  brigades  of  infantry,  whom  I  fought  for  thirty  minutes. 
The  support  I  was  expecting  not  arriving,  and  the  force  of  the  enemy 
being  so  much  superior  to  my  own,  I  Avas  forced  to  withdraw.  Colonel 
McCulloch  came  up  soon  afterward  with  his  brigade,  engaged  the 
enemy,  and  was  driven  back.  The  division  was  then,  by  order,  Avith- 
drawu  from  the  pursuit,  and  returned  to  camp  near  Harrisburg. 

Words  are  inadequate  to  express  the  daring  action,  the  imperturbable 
bravery,  the  indomitable  endurauce  exhibited  by  both  ofiicers  aud  men. 
The  country  has  rarely  Avitnessed  such  boldness  of  execution  as  Avas 
performed  by  the  troops  of  the  division.  They  attacked  Avith  precision 
and  earnestness,  determined  not  to  give  uj)  the  struggle  until  the  enejmy 
was  driA'^en  from  the  field. 

The  long  list  of  dead  and  wounded  echo  the  history  of  their  actions. 
To  Colonel  Harrison,  Lieutenaut-Colonels  Cage  and  Nelson,  and  Major 
McCay,  of  Mabry's  brigade  of  Mississippians,  Avho  fell  iu  the  foremost 
rank,  every  meed  of  praise  for  bravery,  coolness,  and  gallant  bearing  on 
the  march,  and  esi^ecially  in  action,  is  due.  They  fill  a  soldier's  grave, 
deeply  lamented,  but  are  a  monument  of  themselves,  the  reflection  of 
Avhose  li\"es  Avill  add  to  the  determination  of  their  surviAdng  comrades 
to  fight  on  until  the  blessings  of  peace  aud  independeuce  croAvn  our 
efforts. 

The  brave  and  lamented  Sherrill,  lieutenant-colonel  Seventh  Ken- 
tucky, deserves  the  most  commendable  notice  for  his  actions.  A  modest, 
retiring  officer,  he  was  yet  ever  found  iu  the  thickest  of  the  fight  cheer- 
ing forward  his  men  until  the  missile  of  death  laid  him  Ioav. 

The  long  list  of  field  and  line  officers  aud  men  Avouuded  shows  the 
deadly  nature  of  the  conflict,  and  their  dariug  aud  devotion  to  duty. 

I  take  the  highest  pleasure  in  mentioning  as  worthy  of  the  notice  of 
their  superiors  and  of  the  Government  the  following-named  officers: 
Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Bell,  commanding  brigade;  Col.  Ed.  Crossland,  com- 
maudiug  brigade,  Avho  was  severely  Avounded;  Col.  H.  P.  Mabry,  com- 
manding brigade  (the  coolness  with  Avhich  these  officers  maneuvered  their 
commands  under  a  most  galling  fire,  their  ready  appreciation  of  posi- 
tions and  full  obedience  to  all  orders,  Avere  specially  noted) ;  Cols.  W.  W. 
Faulkner,  Faulkner's  (Kentucky)  regimeut;  E.  M.  Eussell,  Fifteenth 
Tennessee;  A.N.  Wilsou,  Sixteenth  Teuuessee;  C.  E.  Barteau,  Second 
Tennessee ;  J.  F.  NcAvsom,  NeAvsom's  (Tennessee)  regiment  (all  Avouuded) ; 
G.  A.  C.  Holt,  Third  Kentucky;  Lieutenant-Colonels  StockdaJe,  Fourth 
Confederate  [Fourth  Mississippi  Cavalry]  (Avouuded) ;  A.  E.  Shacklett, 
Eighth  Kentucky ;  Wisdom,  Newsom's  (Teuuessee)  regimeut  (wounded) ; 
J.  A.  Forrest,  Sixteenth  Tennessee;  and  Majors  Hale,  SeveutU  Keu- 
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tucky  (severely  -wounded);  Parham,  Sixteentli  Tennessee  (wounded), 
and  T.  S.  Tate,  Faulkner's  (Kentucky)  regiment,  all  displayed  evi- 
dences of  soldierly  qualities,  both  in  action  and  in  the  manner  of  hand- 
ling their  troops,  that  merit  approbation  from  all  superiors.  Captain 
Eice,  Eice's  battery,  should  not  be  forgotten ;  his  battery  did  fine  exe- 
cution. The  gallant  list  of  line  officers  who  fully  performed  all  duties 
required  of  them  should  not  be  forgotten  by  their  generals.  To  the 
privates  no  flattering  words  can  add  to  their  deeds.  If  we  desire  to 
look  for  deeds  of  noble  daring,  and  worthy  of  imitation,  we  must  go  to 
the  ranks. 

For  particular  mention  of  ofiQcers  and  men  I  refer  to  accompanying 
reports  of  brigade  and  regimental  commanders. 

The  loss  sustained  by  my  division,  including  Mabry's  brigade,  was : 
Officers— killed,  22;  wounded,  104;  total,  126.  Enlisted  men— killed, 
131;  wounded,  694;  total,  825.  Grand  total,  951.  That  sustained  by 
the  enemy  was  much  heavier,  and  does  not  fall  short  of  2,000.  The 
missing  amount  to  48,  including  3  officers. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  call  attention  to  the  meritorious  actions  of  my 
staff.  They  cheerfully,  promptly,  and  witli  bravery  carried  every  order 
and  performed  every  duty  required  of  them.  I  am  especially  indebted 
to  Chief  Surg.  Thomas  F.  Clardy,  who,  in  addition  to  his  professional 
duties,  materially  aided  me  as  aide-de-camp.  I  am  also  indebted  to 
Lieut.  D.  A.  Given,  aide-de-camp,  and  acting  assistant  adjutant-general 
in  the  absence  of  Captain  Crowder;  Capt.  F.  G.  Terry,  Eighth  Ken- 
tucky, acting  assistant  inspector-general,  and  to  Major  Matthews  and 
Captain  James,  volunteer  aides,  for  their  devotion.  I  was  deprived  by 
sickness  of  the  aid  of  Capt.  Thomas  M.  Crowder,  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral; Maj.  H.  Nicholson,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Lieut. 
D.  E.  Myers,  aide,  who  were  at  hospital. 

I  would  call  attention  to  the  energy  and  promptness  displayed  by 
Lieut.  John  D.  Gardner,  ordnance  officer  of  the  division,  who,  be- 
ing the  only  officer  who  had  his  train  of  ordnance  on  the  field,  distrib- 
uted to  the  whole  army.  This  officer  has  always  been  on  the  ground, 
diligent  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  ready  at  all  times,  and  merits 
promotion. 

I  would  mention  as  performing  their  whole  duty  faithfully  and  fear- 
lessly Capt.  William  Camj)bell  and  eighty  men  of  Morgan's  command, 
who,  having  escaped  through  the  lines  in  this  direction,  volunteered 
for  the  fight.    Their  loss  was  5  killed,  19  wounded,  and  2  missing. 

My  escort  (Capt.  J.  Clay  Home,  Company  M,  Third  Kentucky 
Eegiment)  were  ever  ready  to  obey  all  orders  required  of  them,  and 
gave  valuable  information  of  movements  and  disposition  of  enemy. 

The  record  of  this  action  shows  that  the  Second  Division  performed 
with  alacrity  and  spirit  every  duty  required  of  them,  whether  in  attack- 
ing the  enemy  in  front,  on  the  flank,  or  on  the  pursuit,  and  few  troops 
have  ever  borne  themselves  on  a  field  with  more  distinguished  courage, 
*  with  more  patient  endurance,  or  with  the  loss  of  so  many  field  officers, 
there  being  seven  regiments  which  were  deprived  of  every  field  officer 
by  the  casualties  of  action. 

A  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  is  herewith  appended. 

My  command  was  supplied  with  forage  and  provisions  through  the 
exertions  of  my  (ihief  quartermaster,  Capt.  J.  L.  Lea,  and  my  acting 
cotnmissarv,  Maj.  J.  R.  Finch. 

A.  EUFORB, 
Brigndicr-  General^  Commanding  Division. 

Maj.  J.  P.  Strange,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Seiurn  of  casualties  in  the  Second  Division,  Forrest's  Cavalry,  at  the  battle  of  Earris- 
hurg,  Miss.,  Jnhj  13-15,  1S64. 

[  Compiled  irom  nominal  lists  of  casualties.] 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wouurted. 

Captiired 
or  miasiuf;. 

6 

03 

1 
O 

i 

o 

i 

z 
a 

Third  Brigade. 
3<1   Kentucky  (Holfa  regiment) 

2 
2 

17 
8 
6 

13 

5 
9 
2 
3 

64 
62 
19 
71 

2 

17 
2 
5 
4 

107 
73 
32 
94 

7th  Kontnekv  {Crosaland's  reginif^nt)  .     .   . 

Stli  KentiKky  ( Sharklett's recinient) 

12th  Kentucky  (Faulku<.*ry  rc^iinient). 

3 

Total 

7 

44 

19 

206 

2 

28 

306 

Fourth  Brigade. 
2(1    Tennessee  {J^arteau's  regiment) 

1 
2 

11 
18 

7 

15 
9 
13 
17 

43 
84 
101 
71 

66 

15t,h  Tennessee  (Russell's  regiment.) T 

letli  Tennessiee  (Wilsons  regiment) 

19th  Tennesste  (Newsom'a  regiment) 

134 

Total 

5 

42 

54 

299 

400 

Mabry's  Brigade. 
14th  Confederate 

2 

5 

8 
11 

8 
15 

10 
5 
5 

8 

51 
34 
41 
44 

1 

72 

4tb  Mississippi 

6tli  Mississippi 

1 

13 
4 

73 
74 

38th  Mississippi  (mounted  infantry) 

Total 

12 

42 

28 

170 

1 

18 

271 

Morgan's  command  {remnants)  . 

1 

2 

16  1 \ 

19 

Gran<l  total 

24 

129 

103 

691 

3 

46 

996 

OI'TICEKS   KILLKW. 

14th  Confederate:  Lieut.  Col.  John  B.  Cage  (mortally  wounded),  Capt.  J.  R.  Quin, 
and  Lieut.  C.  A.  Gatlin. 

3d  Kentucky :  Licuts.  H.  H.  Bynum  and  J.  A.  Fuller. 

7th  Kentucky :  Lieut.  Col.  L.  J.  Sherrill  and  Capt.  P.  D.  Watson. 

12th  Kentucky :  Capt.  N.  F.  Davis,  Lieut.  O.  P.  O'Brien,  and  Ensign  G.  W.  Dunn. 

4th  Mississijjpi :  Capts.  William  M.  Martin  and  John  B.  McEwen. 

6tli  Mississippi :  Col.  Isham  Harrison,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M.  Nelson,  Capt.  T.  G. 
Fields,  and  Lieuts.  W.  D.  Carrington  and  A.  D.  Clifton. 

38th  Mississippi:  Maj.  R.  C.  McCay,  and  Lieuts.  Jesse  W.  Ball  and  T.  H.  Wade. 

2d  Tennessee :  Capt.  J .  M.  Eastes  (mortally  wounded),  and  Lients.  J.  E.  Dunning, 
A.  H.  French  (mortally  wounded),  and  A.  W.  Lipscomb. 

15th  Tennessee :  Capt.  J.  M.  Fields,  Lieut.  T.  Hawkins  (mortally  wounded). 

16th  Tennessee :  Lieut.  S.  C.  Kennedy  and  Ensign  Thomas  Paine. 

19th  Tennessee :  Capt.  W.  D.  Stratton  and  Lieuts.  W.  T.  Hollis  and  J.  P.  Meeks 
(mortally  wounded). 


No.  48. 

Report  of  Col.  Edward  Grassland,  'Seventh  Kentmky  Mounted  Infantry, 
commanding  Third  Brigade. 

Hdqks.  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Forrest's  Cavalry, 

Near  Egypt  Station,  July  21, 1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 

the  Third  Brigade  during  the  action.s  Of  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th  of  July : 

General  Lyon  was  relieved  of  the  command  of  this  brigade  by  order 

of  General  Lee  and  assigned  to  duty  as  commanding  officer  of  division 
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of  infantry  on  the  12tli  instant,  and  I  thereupon  assumed  command  ot 
the  brigade.  The  brigade  was  then  watching  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  who  was  encamped  near  Pontotoc. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  I  received  orders  to  move  forward  on  the 
Chauappa  Valley  road  on  the  flanks  of  the  enemy,  who  were  marching 
to  Tupelo.  Bell's  brigade  was  in  the  advance.  Late  in  the  evening 
firing  in  front  gave  intimation  that  an  attack  had  been  made,  and  soon 
afterward  I  received  orders  to  move  rapidly  forward.  Faulkner's  (Ken- 
tucky) regiment  was  sent  at  full  speed,  and  I  followed  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible with  the  Third,  Seventh,  and  Eighth  Kentucky  Regiments.  I 
found  that  General  Buford  had  attacked  the  enemy  on  his  flank  near 
Calhoun's  Cross-Roads  with  Bell's  brigade.  When  I  arrived  Bell's  bri- 
gade was  falling  back  in  some  confusion.  I  dismounted,  formed  line, 
and  covered  his  retreat,  and  awaited  an  attack  from  the  enemy.  Colonel 
Bell  reformed  his  brigade  on  my  line.  The  enemy  not  attacking  us,  we 
were  remounted  and  pursued  him  to  within  two  miles  of  Harrisburg. 
Halting,  the  brigade  was  ordered  on  picket  a  short  distance  in  advance, 
and  tlu-owing  forward  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers,  I  rested  for  the 
night. 

Early  in  the  morning  my  skirmishers  engaged  those  of  the  enemy, 
keeping  up  a  brisk  and  constant  flre.  About  7  o'clock  my  brigade  was 
formed  in  line  on  the  right  of  the  road,  Mabry's  brigade  being  on  ray 
left  and  Roddey's  division  on  my  right.  I  was  ordered  to  move  forward 
to  the  attack.  I  drove  in  the  enemy's  line  of  skirmishers,  and  when 
within  500  yards  discovered  the  enemy's  position.  Though  ordered  to 
move  surely  and  steadily,  it  was  impossible  to  restrain  the  ardor  of  my 
men.  Believing  that  they  were  strongly  supported  both  on  the  right 
and  left,  raising  a  shout  they  charged  forward  on  the  enemy's  line, 
keeping  up  a  constant  and  destructive  fire.  Arriving  within  200  yards 
of  the  enemy's  line,  exposed  during  the  Avhole  time  in  an  open  field  to 
a  most  terrific  flre  of  artillery  and  small-arms  from  a  force  greatly 
superior  to  their  own  and  strongly  intrenched,  the  enemy  suddenly 
opened  an  enfilading  flre  from  both  flanks.  This  flre  was  most 
destructive  to  my  line.  Roddey's  division  had  for  some  cause  not 
advanced  with  my  brigade.  The  enemy  perceiving  this  turned  his 
batteries  (planted  in  Roddey's  front)  upon  my  advancing  line.  His 
infantry  also  opened  a  cross-flre.  The  failure  of  Roddey's  division  to 
advance,  and  thus  draw  the  fire  of  the  enemy  on  my  right  flank,  was 
fatal  to  my  men.  The  line  wavered  for  a  moment,  but  they  seemed 
endiied  with  fresh  vigor,  and  again  charged  forward,  intent  upon  car- 
rying the  enemy's  works  and  driving  him.  before  them;  but  the  flre  was 
too  galling.  The  ranks  were  decimated;  they  were  literally  mowed 
down.  Some  of  my  best  ofiicers  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  The 
brigade  was  compelled  to  fall  back ;  not,  hoAvever,  until  it  had  reached 
the  enemy'sline.  Some  of  ray  brave  men  fell  within  the  enemy's  works, 
some  within  a  few  feet  of  them,  and  Colonel  Faulkner  had  his  horse 
killed  under  him  in  a  few  yards  of  the  enemy  and  he  himself  severely 
wounded.  The  troops  fell  back  to  the  road  in  confusion,  being  subjected 
to  the  same  direct  and  oblique  flre  in  retreating  for  a  distance  of  over  500 
yards.  It  was  soon  rallied,  but  my  men  were  exhausted ;  the  heat  was 
most  intense.  For  an  hour  they  had  been  under  a  terriflc  fire,  and  after 
reforming  I  was  ordered  to  rest.  I  soon  received  an  order  to  move  with 
the  brigade  on  the  road  leading  from  Verona  to  Tupelo,  and  guard 
against  any  advant^e  the  enemy  might  make  on  the  former  place.  I  dicl 
so,  but  no  movement  was  made  by  the  enemy. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  15th  I  was  ordered  to  move  forward  torward 
Tupelo.  When  within  two  miles  and  a  half  tltcreof  the  brigade  was  dis- 
mounted and  formed  in  line,  Bell's  brigade  being  on  my  left  and  Hacker's 
on  my  right.  I  moved  forward  against  the  position  of  the  enemy  (his  left 
flank)  and  drove  his  skii-mishers  upon  his  main  line.  Still  advancing,  I 
soon  encountered  his  main  force  and  fought  him  over  one  hour,  doing 
good  execution  and  driving  him  back  into  the  woods.  The  firing  then 
ceased  on  both  sides  except  skirmishing.  After  a  short  interval  I  was 
ordered  to  remount  and  follow  Bell's  brigade,  as  the  enemy  wei'e  re- 
treating on  the  EUistown  road.  Eapidly  moving,  at  Old  Town  Greek 
I  found  Bell's  brigade  engaging  the  enemy.  The  Third  Brigade  was 
quickly  dismounted  and  placed  in  position  and  then  moved  forward  to 
the  attack.  Here  I  was  seriously  wounded  and  compelled  to  retire 
from  the  field,  the  command  devolving  on  Lieut.  Col.  A.  R.  Shacklett, 
Eighth  Kentucky  Regiment.  Here  fell  the  modest  and  gallant  Lieut. 
Col.  L.  J.  Sherrill,  Seventh  Kentucky,  than  whom  the  country  had  no 
braver  defender.  He  fell  in  the  front  rank,  and  fills  a  Christian  soldier's 
grave.  The  heroic  Major  Hale,  Seventh  Kentucky,  was  also  severely 
wounded  at  this  place.  This  regiment  Avas  thus  deprived  of  its  field 
officers.  Colonel  Holt,  Third  Kentucky,  had  been  prostrated  by  sun- 
stroke and  removed  from  the  field,  and  the  Third  Kentucky  was  without 
a  field  officer. 

The  action  on  the  14th  was  the  most  severe  and  destriictive  ever  en- 
countered by  the  troops  of  this  brigade,  who  arc  veterans  in  the  service. 
Their  loss  was  unprecedented.  Nobly  each  man  did  his  duty;  none 
failed  to  respond  to  the  charge;  there  was  no  laggard  there,  no  coward; 
every  one  was  alive  to  the  interest  he  had  personally  in  our  great  contest 
for  freedom  and  the  measure  required  at  liis  hands. 

I  would  mention  as  worthy  of  all  commendation  for  their  activity, 
their  bravery,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  maneuvered  their  com- 
mands, Col.  W.  W.  Faulkner;  Lieut.  Col.  A.  R.  Shacklett,  Eighth  Ken- 
tucky; Col.  O.  A.  C.  Holt,  Third  Kentucky;  Maj.  H.  S.  Hale,  Seventh 
Kentucky,  and  Maj.  T.  S.  Tate,  Faulkner's  Kentucky  regiment.  This 
mention  isno  mere  customary  adulation.  Theseofficersdeservcthe  high- 
est credit  for  their  actions,  and  should  receive  the  most  honorable  notice 
■  at  the  hands  of  their  superiors  and  their  Government.  A  braver,  more 
active,  more  untiring  set  of  line  officers  than  those  of  the  several  regi- 
ments of  the  Third  Brigade  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  army.  Where 
one  and  all  are  truly  heroes  it  is  invidious  to  draw  distinctions. 

My  loss  was  297  killed  and  wounded  in  less  than  800.  A  hst*  is 
herewith  appended. 

To  the  officers  on  my  staff— Capt.  0.  L.  Randle,  Company  A,  Seventh 
Kentucky;  Lieut.  James  A.  Turk,  acting  assistant  inspector- general; 
Maj.  J.  E.  Smith,  commissary  of  subsistence,  and  Lieutenant  Galbraith, 
acting  aide-de-camp— my  thanks  are  due  for  their  activity,  obedience, 
and  gallantry  in  conveying  all  orders. 

I  would  mention  the  very  valuable  assistance  afforded  me  during  the 
second  day's  fight  by  Major  Hale,  of  the  Seventh  Kentucky.  This 
officer  has  few  superiors  in  the  service,  and  is  entitled  to  special  men- 
tion for  his  distinguished  bravery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  CEOSSLAND, 
Colonel  Seventh  Kentucky,  Gomdg.  Third  Brigade. 

Capt.  Thomas  M.  Ceowdbb  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
'Not  found,  but  >sce  Buford's  return,  p.  335. 
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No.  49. 
Report  of  Col.  Gustavus  A.  G.  Holt,  Third  Kentuchy  ifounted  Infantry. 

Arriving  at  the  regiment  on  the  night  of  the  14th  instant,  resumed 
conimand,  and,  with  the  brigade,  moved  on  the  Verona  and  Tupelo  road 
to  the  front  on  the  succeeding  morning  at  early  daylight.  After  ad- 
vancing nearly  three  miles  the  command  was  dismounted,  prepared  for 
action,  and  thrown  into  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  road  in  the  field. 
Skirmishers  were  deployed  and  moved  in  advance  of  the  line,  and  after 
driving  the  enemy's  skirmishers  to  the  timber  beyond  the  field,  near 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  place  where  the  line  began,  the  ad- 
vance came  in  contact  with  his  line  of  battle  in  position  in  the  skirts  of 
the  woods,  and  were  driven  back  on  our  line,  with  some  loss.  Our  line 
was  then  halted  to  receive  the  attack.  It  came,  and  was  easily  driven 
back,  leaving  his  dead  on  the  field,  liemaining  in  the  field  until  2  p. 
m.,  without  shade  of  any  kind  and  but  poorly  supplied  with  water,  one- 
fourth  of  the  regiment  was  compelled  to  leave  the  field  or  be  carried  ott' 
by  the  Infirmary  Corps,  through  exhaustion  and  overheat;  and  Avhen 
the  command  was  again  mounted  to  pursue  the  enemy  not  more  than 
three-fourths  of  the  regiment  were  able  to  take  the  saddle.  We  then 
pursued  the  enemy  four  or  five  miles,  came  up  with  him,  finding  him 
in  line  on  a  small  creek.  The  Seventh  Kentucky  Eegiment  was  dis- 
mounted and  moved  forward,  and  then  the  Third  Kentucky  Regijnent 
to  its  support.  After  advancing  some  400  yards,  over  an  open  field, 
under  a  sharp  fire,  we  took  position  on  the  slope  of  a  hill  and  in  the 
woods  on  the  right,  and  after  maintaining  a  severe  contest  for  near 
half  an  hour  were  repulsed  and  compelled  to  retire  and  take  position  a 
little  to  the  left  and  rear  of  our  former  position.  Becoming  exhausted 
from  labor  and  overheat,  I  left  the  field  and  was  taken  to  the  field  hos- 
pital, and  within  half  an  hour  the  regiment  was  remounted  and  then  en- 
camped for  the  night  at  a  creek  a  mile  or  two  in  the  rear. 

Accompanying  this  is  a  list  of  the  casualties  of  this  regiment.* 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

G.  A.  C.  HOLT, 
Colonel  Third  Kentucky  Regiment. 

Capt.  W.  D.  McKay, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjtitant- General. 


No.  50. 


Report  of  Capt.  S.  Paine  Ridgway,  Third  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry. 

Headqtjakters  Third  KJiNTUCKY  Regiment, 

July  19,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  late  engage- 
ments with  the  enemy  at  and  near  Harrisburg,  Miss. : 

On  the  9th  instant,  Colonel  Holt  having  been  detached  with  two  com- 
panies of  the  regiment,  I  assumed  command  of  the  eight  remaining 
companies  and  moved,  Avith  the  brigade,  toward  Ripley,  Miss.  Before 
reaching  this  point  the  direction  was  changed,  and  we  moved  toward 
Pontotoc,  Miss.,  which  point  we  reached  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
10th  instant,  camping  about  eight  miles  southeast  of  the  town. 

*  Not  found,  but  see  Buford's  return,  p.  335. 
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On  the  11th  instant  the  enemy  appeared  in  our  front,  and  on  the  12th 
instant  the  regiment  was  engaged  singly  with  him,  killing  and  wound- 
ing 19  and  capturing  1,  and  losing  only  1  wounded.  The  enemy  then 
disappeared  from  our  immediate  front,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  13th 
instant  we  started  in  pursuit.  When  near  Pontotoc  we  joined  the 
column,  theu  moving  down  the  Yerona  road,  and  in  the  evening  of 
this  day  came  up  with  the  enemy,  but  this  regiment  was  not  in  action. 
Bivouacked  at  the  forks  of  the  Tupelo  and  Okolona  and  Pontotoc  roads 
until  11  o'clock  at  night,  when  the  regiment  moved  with  the  brigade  and 
picketed  on  the  Tupelo  and  Pontotoc  road,  being  in  line  of  battle  dur- 
ing the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant  the  regiment  moved  forward  with 
the  brigade  and  attacked  the  enemy  in  his  works  at  Harrisburg,  making 
a  charge  across  an  open  field  of  half  a  mile  in  width.  Having  reached 
the  siimmit  of  a  small  hill  immediately  in  front  of  and  about  forty  or  fifty 
yards  from  the  enemy's  works  the  command  was  forced  to  fall  back, 
being  exposed  to  the  fire  of  three  batteries  and  three  lines  of  infantry 
in  front  and  on  both  flanks,  and  being  entirely  unsupported  on  the 
right.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  the  regiment  moved  with  the 
brigade  and  picketed  one  of  the  Tupelo  and  Verona  roads.  The  strength 
of  the  regiment  on  the  field  in  the  last-named  engagement  was  145  rank 
and  tile,  and  the  loss  was  92  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 

Colonel  Holt  returned  on  the  night  of  the  14th  instant  and  assumed 
command  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

S.  P.  EIDGWAY, 
Captain^  Commanding  Third  Kentucky  Regiment. 

Capt.  W.  D.  McKay, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  51. 

Report  of  Capt.  Joel  T.  Cochran,  Seventh  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Seventh  Kentucky  Eegiment  Cavalry, 

Gillespie's  Farm,  Miss.,  July  20, 1864. 

I  woiild  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  Seventh  Kentucky  Regiment  in  the  late  engagements  of  the  13th, 
14th,  and  15th  instant: 

We  had  been  for  some  days  previous  to  the  engagements  picketing 
and  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  as  lie  advanced.  On  the  morning  of 
the  13th  we  were  ordered  from  where  we  bivouacked,  about  seven  miles 
froni  Pontotoc,  on  the  Okolona  road,  to  look  for  the  enemy.  We  moved 
toward  Pontotoc,  were  dismcmnted  within  three  miles  of  the  town, 
formed  line  of  battle,  marched  across  to  the  Houston  and  Pontotoc 
'road,  when  we  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  left  Pontotoc  in  the 
direction  of  Tupelo.  We  were  then  ordered  to  move  on  the  Pontotoc 
and  Verona  road — one  leading  parallel  with  the  one  the  enemy  was  travel- 
ing. -^  Arrived  at  the  crossing  of  the  Chcsterville  road  about  two  hours 
before  sundown,  near  where  Bell's  brigade  was  engaged,  when  the  regi- 
ment was  dismounted  and.drawn  up  in  line  to  await  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  but  soon  learned  that  he  was  gone.    Moved  up  the  road  a  short 
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distance  and  bivouacked  until  8  o'clock,  when  we  were  ordered  to  mount 
and  report  to  Major-General  Forrest,  who  placed  us  in  position  near 
Harrisburg,  where  we  remained  on  horseback  until  daylight  the  14th, 
when  we  were  dismounted  and  moved  forward,  driving  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  and  outi)osts  before  us.  After  passing  through  several 
fields  and  skirts  of  woods  the  enemy  was  discovered  in  position  behind 
breast-works  which  they  had  thrown  up  during  the  night,  ilpon  seeing 
which  the  ardor  of  the  men  Avas  such  that  they  could  not  be  restrained. 
They  raised  a  yell  and  charged  them,  the  enemy  holding  his  fire  until 
we  arrived  in  close  range,  when  they  opened  ui)on  us  terrible  volleys 
of  musketry,  at  the  same  time  playing  ujjon  us  with  artillery,  both 
upon  our  flanks  and  front,  with  such  destructive  precision  that  orders 
were  given  for  the  regiment  to  retire,  which  it  did  in  tolerable  order, 
though  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries  during  the  entire 
retrograde  movement.  The  men  were  so  much  exhausted  and  overcome 
by  the  oppressiveness  of  the  heat  that  they  were  not  again  ordered  into 
action,  but  very  soon  received  orders  to  move,  with  the  brigade,  on  the 
road  leading  from  Verona  to  Tupelo.  Arrived  at  Verona  about  12 
o'clock,  and  immediately  moved  out  one  mile  and  a  half  toward  Tupelo, 
and  remained  there  guarding  the  road  until  the  morning  of  the  15th  in- 
stant. About  10.30  a.  m.  received  orders  to  move,  with  the  brigade,  to- 
ward Tupelo.  Advanced  to  within  about  two  miles  and  a  half  of  Tupelo, 
when  the  regiment  was  dismounted  and  moved  toward  the  enemy's 
position,  encoimtering  his  skirmishers.  They  were  quickly  driven  back 
upon  his  main  line.  Still  pursuing,  his  main  line  was  encountered  and 
engaged  for  one  hour,  when  firing  ceased  upon  both  sides,  except  skir- 
mishing. After  a  short  time  we  were  ordered  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy, 
who  was  ascertained  to  be  retreating  in  the  direction  of  Ellistown.  Fol- 
lowed him  on  horseback  rapidly  five  miles  beyond  Tujielo.  Here  Bell's 
brigade  had  brought  him  to  a  halt  and  was  fighting  him.  The  regiment 
was  quickly  dismounted  and  placed  in  position  to  support  Eice's  bat- 
teryj  Colonel  Crossland,  commanding  brigade,  personally  superintend- 
ing its  movements  and  position.  While  engaged  near  us  reconnoitering 
the  enemy's  position  he  was  wounded  and  left  the  field.  After  our  bri- 
gade commander  was  wounded  we  remained  where  we  were  placed  by 
him  until  the  enemy  advanced  to  within  fifty  yards,  when  we  poured  into 
him  a  murderous  fire  that  staggered  him  and  sent  him  back  in  confusion. 
He  took  shelter  under  the  brow  of  the  hill  covering  our  front,  where  we 
fought  him  for  half  an  hour.  Here  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sherrill  fell 
mortally  and  Major  Hale  severely  wounded.  Being  the  senior  officer  I 
immediately  assumed  command,  and  finding  the  regiment  flanked  both 
right  and  left  I  gave  the  order  to  fall  back,  which  was  done  in  good 
order,  after  which  the  regiment  was  withdrawn  and  the  engagement 
ceased. 

I  cannot  close  without  expressing  my  admiration  of  the  courage,  pa- 
tient endurance,  and  fortitude  of  both  men  and  officers. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  M^as  very  severe  during  these  several  engage- 
ments, carrying  into  the  fights  172  men,  73  of  whom  were  killed  and 
wounded.    A  list  of  their  names  will  be  found  in  surgeon's  report,  al- 
ready forwarded  to  division  headquarters. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

J.  T.  COCHRAN, 
Captain,  Commanding  Seventh  Kentiiclcy  Regiment. 

Capt.  W.  D.  McKay, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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No.  52. 

Report  of  Lieut.   Col.  A.  li.  Shacklett,  Eighth  Kentuchy  Mounted  In- 
fantry. 

Hdqrs.  Eighth  Kentucky  Eegiment  Cavalry^ 

Near  Pikeville,  Miss.,  July  33, 1864. 

The  following  report  of  the  actions  of  the  Eighth  Keutucky  Regiment 
and  a  detachment  of  Captains  Campbell  and  Estes,  of  Morgan's  com- 
mand, in  the  late  engagement  is  respectfully  submitted : 

On  the  9th  instant,  hearing  that  the  enemy  was  moving  out  in  the 
direction  of  Ellistown,  we  moved  in  that  direction,  but  soon  learned 
that  the  enemy  was  moving  on  Pontotoc.  We  marched  all  night  to 
meet  him ;  passed  through  town  and  took  position  on  the  Pontotoc 
and  Okolona  road,  where  we  remained  until  the  12th  instant,  when  we 
had  a  slight  skirmish,  the  enemy  driving  in  our  advance  and  flanking 
our  position,  which  caused  us  to  fall  back  two  miles,  where  we  remained 
until  the  morning  of  the  13th,  when  we  were  joined  by  Captains  Camp- 
bell and  Estes,  with  ninety  of  General  Morgan's  men,  who  were  cut  off 
ft'om  their  command  while  in  Kentucky.  In  the  mean  time  the  enemy 
had  moved  by  the  left  flank  on  the  Tupelo  road.  My  regiment  moved  on 
a  parallel  roaxi  (Camargo),  coming  upon  their  right  flank  late  in  the  even- 
ing, pressing  forward  until  1 0  p.  m.  We  then  halted,  dismounted,  threw 
forward  skirmishers,  and  held  our  horses  in  line  until  sunrise.  Soon 
after  our  advance  we  engaged  the  enemy  and  drove  him  about  half  a  mile. 
We  were  then  ordered  to  move  our  line  forward.  After  moving  half  a 
mile  the  enemy's  batteries  opened  upon  our  line,  whicli  was  formed  in 
single  rank.  When  we  had  moved  within  800  yards  of  the  enemy's 
works  we  were  ordered  to  charge  through  an  open  field,  and  when  within 
100  yards  we  were  met  with  a  terrific  shower  f)f  bullets  fi'om  their  in- 
fantry and  an  iron  hail  from  their  artillery  simultaneously.  Batteries 
being  placed  on  both  flanks  opened  with  grape  and  canister  upon  our 
shattered  line,  thinned  by  exhaustion  from  the  burning  sun  and  our  rapid 
march.  Still  we  pressed  forward  until  within  thirty  yards  of  their 
works,  when  a  terrific  fire  of  musketry  compelled  us  to  retire,  killing 
and  wounding  one-half  of  my  command  before  we  returned  beyond  the 
rangeof  the  enemy's  guns.  On  the  following  morning  we  moved  and 
attacked  the  enemy's  left,  flanking  his  positiou  and  causing  him  to  re- 
treat on  the  EllistoAvn  road,  pursuing  him  vigorously,  and  were  hotly 
engaged  until  late  in  the  evening,  when  we  were  repulsed  and  returned 
to  Harrisburg. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  regiment  acted  with  their  usual  gallantry, 
and  the  highest  praise  is  due  all  for  their  good  behavior.  Both  officers 
and  men  of  Morgan's  detachment  acted  with  unsurpassed  bravery  and 
coolness. 

I  submit  the  following  list  of  casualties  in  my  regiment,  including 
General  Morgan's  detachment :  Number  of  men  in  engagement,  115. 
Number  of  men  killed,  8;  wounded,  40;  missing,  7;  total,  55. 

Kespectfully  submitted  and  forwarded. 

A.  R.  SHACKLETT, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  W.  D.  McKay, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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No.  53. 

Report  of  Maj.  Tliomaa  S.  Tate,  jr.,  Twelfth  Kentuclcy  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Faulkner's  Eegiment  Kentucky  Cavalry, 

Camp,  Near  PikevUle,  Miss.,  July  20, 1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  forward  the  following  official 
report  of  the  operation.s  of  my  command  in  the  late  engagements  with 
the  enemy: 

I  moved  from  Tupelo  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  and  halted  near  Ellis- 
town  until  night,  when  in  company  with  the  brigade  I  marched  all 
night,  reaching  Pontotoc  the  next  morning.  Here  I  detached  Captain 
Tyler,  Avith  100  picked  men,  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Buford  for 
special  service.  (See  report  of  Captain  Tyler  made  direct  to  division 
headquarters  for  the  operations  of  the  detachment.*)  My  force  by  the 
detachment  was  reduced  to  280  men.  "We  moved  toward  Okolona  and 
encamped  eight  miles  from  town  (Pontotoc).  The  next  morning  I  moved 
back  toward  Pontotoc  and  took  my  position  in  line  of  battle  Avith  the 
brigade,  my  regiment  occupying  the  second  line  of  breast- works,  which 
had  been  hastily  made  of  rails,  logs,  &c.  We  remained  there  until 
night,  when  we  returned  to  our  old  camj). 

Daylight  on  the  12th  found  me  in  line  near  my  old  position  of  yester- 
day. I  staid  there  all  day,  but  the  enemy  made  no  advance  on  my 
position.  At  night  I  took  my  (jommand  back  to  its  old  camp.  Colonel 
Faulkner  arrived  then  and  took  command. 

We  moved  at  daylight  on  the  13th  to  our  old  breast- works,  but  very 
soon  after  we  had  taken  position  we  received  orders  to  mount  and  move 
in  the  direction  of  Pontotoc.  This  we  did,  and  found  the  enemy  mov- 
ing to  Tiipelo.  We  moved  on  a  road  parallel  to  his  line  of  march  and 
headed  him  at  Calhoun's  Cross- Koads.  As  soon  as  skirmishing  began 
in  front  Brigadier-General  Buford  ordered  Colonel  Faulkner  to  the 
front  at  full  speed.  We  moved  very  rapidly  for  several  miles  and 
reported  to  Brigadier-General  Buford.  We  found  that  General  Bell's 
brigade  was  being  rapidly  driven  back  and  was  in  great  confusion.  We 
dismounted  and  took  position,  covering  a  brigade,  with  orders  to  cover 
the  retreat  of  Bell's  brigade.  Colonel  Faulkner  threw  out  skirmishers, 
but  just  as  they  became  engaged  with  the  advance  of  the  enemy  Mabry's 
brigade  attacked  the  enemy  in  flank  and  drove  him  toward  Tupelo. 
We  then  moved  forward  several  hundred  yards  until  halted  by  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Lee.  We  were  then  ordered  to  move  with  the  brigade. 
This  was  done,  and  we  took  position  as  right  center  of  the  brigade  near 
the  town  of  Harrisburg,  throwing  out  skirmishers  and  scouts  to  ascer- 
tain the  position  of  the  enemy.  Everything  remained  quiet  diu-ing 
the  night,  but  at  daylight  the  enemy  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  our  skir- 
mishers. This  was  vigorously  returned  and  kept  up  for  more  than  an 
hour,  when  the  enemy  retired.  We  then  moved  forwiird  with  the  bri- 
gade. Very  soon  our  advance  skirmishers  became  warmly  engaged, 
and  the  whole  brigade  luoved  forward  at  a  double-quick.  We  moved 
through  a  dense  thicket,  the  men  cheering  at  every  step.  Colonel 
Faulkner  ordered  his  bugler  to  sound  the  charge  just  as  we  entered  the 
thicket.  The  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  in  the  direction  of 
the  cheering.  Nearly  every  shot  fired  took  effect.  On  coming  out  of 
the  woods  we  found  ourselves  in  full  view  of  the  enemy's  line,  behiud 
breast-works  and  distant  about  800  yards.    We  commenced  charging. 

See  p.  344. 
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but  by  whose  orders  I  tnow  not.  After  arriving  within  200  yards  of 
the  works  in  our  front,  subject  all  the  time  to  a  most  terrific  fire  of  artil- 
lery and  small-arms  from  a  force  greatly  superior  to  our  own,  the  enemy 
sucldcnly  opened  au  enfilading  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry  from  both 
flanks.  This  fire  was  the  most  destructive  I  ever  saw,  yet  not  a  man 
wavered,  but  all  went  forward,  charging  to  the  front,  seemingly  intent 
on  one  of  two  things — the  capture  of  the  works  in  front  or  annihilation. 
At  the  [this]  point  Colonel  Faulkner's  horse  was  struck  by  a  Parrott 
shell  and  instantly  killed.  He  was  also  severely  wounded,  but  kept  on 
his  feet,  and  I  supposed  would  remain  in  command ;  in  fact,  I  did  not 
even  know  that  he  was  wounded  until  afterward.  I  pushed  forward 
the  left  of  the  regiment  until  some  of  the  men  were  within  thirty  yards 
of  the  works.  Private  A.  P.  Hill,  of  Company  E,  was  killed  in  twenty 
steps  of  the  works.  He  was  the  nearest  man  to  the  works.  Ensign 
G.  W.  Dunn  was  also  killed  very  near  the  rifle-pits  while  gallantly  bear- 
ing his  colors  ahead  of  the  line.  He  fell  as  it  becomes  a  brave  man, 
wrapped  in  the  colors  he  had  so  gallantly  borne.  Capt.  J.  P.  Melton 
snatched  them  from  under  his  body  and  carried  them  through  the  fight. 
About  this  time  I  heard  the  men  saying  that  they  were  falling  back 
on  our  right,  and  on  looking  found  that  the  regiment  on  my  right  had 
fallen  back  in  great  confusion.  I  ordered  the  left  to  fall  back,  as  we 
were  without  support,  and  moved  to  the  right  to  rally  the  men  who 
were  falling  back.  The  whole  brigade  moved  back  about  the  same 
time.  But  whoever  gave  the  order  never  gave  it  to  me;  in  fact,  I  did 
not  consider  myself  in  command  of  the  regiment.  In  moving  back  we 
were  exposed  to  the  heaviest  fire  that  troops  ever  were  put  under. 
Seemingly  not  content  with  the  speed  that  the  enemy  Avere  slaughter- 
ing us,  one  of  our  own  batteries  commenced  a  heavy  and  destructive 
tire  on  us.  This  terrified  the  men  more  than  all  that  the  Yankees  could 
pour  into  us.  I  rallied  the  most  of  my  regiment  in  the  field,  but  was 
ordered  by  Colonel  Crossland  to  move  back  farther.  This  1  did,  and 
halted  about  1,000  yards  from  the  enemy's  position.  Owing  to  the 
lapidity  of  our  retreat  and  the  great  number  of  wounded  it  was  impos- 
sible to  bring  tliem  all  off,  and  some  of  the  severely  wounded  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  After  getting  back  I  received  orders  to  mount 
and  move  down  to  Calhoun's  Cross-Eoads  and  contest  the  advance  of 
the  enemy  from  Yerona.  I  moved  rapidly,  took  position,  but  the  en- 
emy did  not  advance.  I  remained  there  during  the  night,  picketing  the 
road  leading  from  Yerona  to  Harrisburg. 

The  next  morning  we  advanced  toward  Tupelo  via  Yerona.  We 
took  position  on  the  right  of  the  road,  my  regiment  on  the  left  of  the 
brigade.  We  skirmished  with  the  enemy's  negro  troops  for  some  time, 
but  they  would  not  advance.  In  this  skirmish'  I  lost  several  of  my  best 
men  wounded  by  the  sharpshooters.  The  heat  at  this  position  was  in- 
tolerable, causing  a  great  many  men  to  fall  where  they  stood  in  line 
completely  exhausted.  About  3  o'clock  Ave  mounted  and  moved  on 
through  Tupelo  on  the  Ellistown  road.  About  four  miles  north  of 
Tupelo  the  brigade  halted  and  dismounted.  I  was  ordered  to  remain 
mounted.  As  soon  as  the  brigade  became  engaged  Lieutenant  Turk 
[came  |  with  an  order  for  me  to  dismount  and  move  down  the  road  to 
join  the  brigade.  I  went  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  took  the  position 
assigned  me,  but  no  portion  of  the  brigade  was  in  sight.  As  I  moved 
into  position  Bell's  brigade  came  by  my  right  flank,  falling  back  in 
great  disorder,  and  being  heavily  pressed  by  the  enemy.  I  soon  en- 
countered the  enemy's  cavalry  advancing  to  the  charge.  I  opened  on 
them  and  drove  them  before  me;  their  loss  very  heavy.    We  saw  a 
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great  many  lioi\ses  go  back  riderless.  The  fighting  here  was  at  not 
more  than  twenty  feet.  Wliile  I  was  so  intent  upon  the  force  in  my 
front,  they  moved  a.  lieavy  force  on  each  of  my  flanks  and  were  in  my 
rear  before  I  saw  them.  1  ordered  my  men  to  fall  back,  and  by  a  dint 
of  hard  fighting  and  running  I  succeeded  in  getting  out.  I  then 
formed  and  contested  their  advance  until  Eice's  battery  could  get  to 
the  rear,  having  exhausted  its  ammunition.  This  ended  the  fighting, 
and  we  moved  back  to  camp. 

My  loss  in  all  the  fights  has  been  quite  heavy,  reaching  the  enormous 
figures  of  108  out  of  280. 

For  a  reiiort  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  see  the  adjutant's  re- 
port.* All  my  wounded  Avho  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  were  left 
at  Tupelo  and  had  been  very  kindly  treated. 

In  closing  this  report  1  cannot  pay  too  high  a  tribute  to  the  officers 
and  men  of  this  regiment  for  their  patience,  endurance,  and  gallantry. 
All  did  their  duty  cheerfully  and  unflinchingly.  Where  all  did  so  well 
specifications  are  unnecessary. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  S.  TATE,  Jr., 
Major,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  W.  D.  McKay, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Brigade. 


No.  54. 
Report  of  Capt.  H.  A.  Tyler,  Twelfth  Kentucky  Cavalry. 

Hdqes.  Company  A,  Faulkner's  (Kentucky)  Eegiment, 

Near  Pilceville,  3Iiss.,  July  30,  1864. 

Captain  :  Having  been  by  orders  from  division  headquarters  placed 
in  command  of  a  detachment  of  100  men  of  the  First  Kentucky  Regi- 
ment, Third  Brigade,  to  operate  upon  the  rear  and  flanks  of  the  enemy's 
column  in  their  recent  raid  into  North  Mississippi,  I  hereby  respectfully 
submit  an  official  report  of  the  operations  of  said  detachment: 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant  I  moved  out  from  Pontotoc,  Miss., 
northward,  taking  the  King's  Ferry  road,  leading  in  a  parallel  direction 
and  two  miles  and  a  half  west  of  ithe  Pontotoc  and  Ripley  road,  upon 
which  road  the  enemy  were  moving  southward  upon  Pontotoc.  During 
the  day  I  met  two  jnarauding  parties  of  the  enemy.  I  drove  them  very 
promptly  back  upon  main  column. 

At  4  p.  m.  of  the  11th  I  moved  on  and  took  position  on  Pontotoc  and 
Ripley  road  one  mile  north  of  and  in  rear  of  enemy's  encampment  on 
Cherry  Creek.  After  sunrise  I  moved  down  said  road,  coming  up  with 
enemy's  rear  guard  five  miles  north  of  Pontotoc.  After  skirmishing 
Avith  them  briskly  thirty  minutes,  and  failing  to  make  an  impression,  I 
moved  across  two  iniles  east  into  the  Tuscumbia  and  Pontotoc  road, 
down  which  General  Grierson,  Avith  the  main  column  of  cavalry,  was 
moving.  Wlien  within  three  miles  of  Pontotoc  on  said  road  I  met  a 
scout  of  the  enemy,  150  strong,  which  I  repulsed  and  drove  back,  losing 
1  man  killed  and  1  slightly  wounded.  From  thence  I  moved  across  into 
the  Pontotoc  and  Tupelo  road.  Findhig  this  road  totally  abandoned  by 
our  forces,  not  even  a  scout  remaining,  I  took  position  six  miles  east  of 
Pontotoc  on  said  road  and  encamped  during  the  night  of  the  11th. 

*  Not  fouud,  but  see  Buford's  return,  p.  335. 
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On  the  12tli  I  remaiued  in  camp  uutil  3  p.  m.,  wbeu  I  made  a  lecou- 
iiaissance  of  euemy's  position,  driving  in  liis  pickets  on  Tupelo  and 
Chesterville  road.  Finding  Lis  entire  force  at  Poutotoc  I  fell  back  to 
my  camp. 

About  4  a.  m.  of  the  13th  I  started  to  make  another  reconnaissance 
of  Pontotoc.  At  daylight  I  met  advance  of  enemy  five  miles  east  of 
Pontotoc  moving  out  on  Tupelo.  I  promptly  ordered  the  men  in  line 
and  engaged  the  enemy,  not  knowing  whether  it  was  a  movement  in 
force  or  a  foraging  party.  After  a  brisk  engagement  of  twenty-five 
minutes  the  enemy  threw  a  heavy  column  of  cavalry  around  both  my 
flanks  and  advanced  their  infantry  immediately  on  my  front.  I  then 
fell  back  in  order,  having  had  1  man  killed,  the  men  moving  off  coolly 
and  steadily,  taking  position  again  one  mile  to  the  rear,  and  skirmished 
with  their  advance  as  they  came  up,  and  then  continued  a  running 
fight  until  I  reached  the  forks  of  the  road,  twelve  miles  east  of  Pontotoc. 
Here  I  took  the  Verona  road,  the  enemy  the  Tupelo  road.  Finding 
that  they  were  going  to  Tupelo,  I  moved  rapidly  on  to  Verona.  Stop- 
ping there  an  hour,  I  moved  up  toward  Tupelo.  One  mile  north  of 
Verona  met  and  repulsed  a  scout  of  200  moving  to  that  place.  They 
retreated  rapidly  to  Tupelo.  I  camped  at  Verona  that  night,  extend- 
ing my  pickets  in  front  on  Tupelo  road  and  on  railroad. 

At  4  a.  m.  of  the  14th,  in  connection  with  Moreland's  battalion,  of 
General  Eoddey's  division,  Major  George  commanding,  I  moved  in  di- 
rection of  Tupelo  to  make  a  forced  reconnaissance  of  enemy's  positiou. 
Two  miles  and  a  half  south  of  Tupelo  found  enemy's  pickets.  Hastily 
dismounting  my  detachment,  I  advanced  at  double-quick,  driving  pickets 
back  half  a  mile  upon  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  posted  in  the  houses 
and  behind  the  fences  on  Mr.  Thomas'  place.  Here  posting  my  men 
behind  crest  of  hill  300  yards  in  front  of  enemy's  position  they  opened 
a  heavy  and  rapid  fire,  warmly  responded  to  by  the  foe.  Major  George 
failing,  and,  when  by  me  requested,  positively  refusing,  to  bring  his 
regiment  or  battalion  into  action,  but  keeping  them  full  600  yards  in 
my  rear  mounted,  I  deemed  it  imprudent  to  advance  farther  or  charge 
enemy's  position  with  so  small  a  force  as  my  command.  Eeceiving  a 
dispatch  from  Lieutenant-General  Lee  to  watch  enemy's  movements 
closely  eastward,  I  fell  back  to  Verona,  having  had  1  man  killed  and  2 
wounded.  From  thence  I  moved  across  [Old]  Town  Creek,  two  miles 
east  of  Verona,  and  moved  up  to  levee  opposite  Tupelo.  After  a  brisk 
little  engagement  I  gained  possession  of  all  the  bridges  except  the 
slough  bridge  next  to  town ;  that  the  enemy  fired.  1  here  made  all  the 
display  possible  Avith  my  little  force  so  as  to  deceive  enemy  as  to  my 
numbers,  Avith,  I  think,  complete  success,  as  they  immediately  burned 
the  slough  bridge  and  massed  a  heavy  force  (fully  a  brigade)  along  its 
banks  to  prevent  my  crossing  into  town.  Eemained  on  levee  all  day  of 
the  15th  until  3  p.  m.,  when,  learning  that  enemy  were  moving  north- 
ward on  Eipley  or  Birmingham  road,  I  moved  off  on  enemy's  left  flank, 
taking  position  at  the  Yaryngby  Creek  bridge,  on  Birmingham  road, 
one  mile  from  Avhere  it  forks  from  Eipley  road.  Eemained  there  until 
10  a.  m.  of  the  16th,  when  I  moved  oft"  parallel  with  enemy  two  miles 
from  his  flank,  taking  position  late  in  the  evening  on  Ellistown  and 
Eipley  road,  Ana  Kelly's  Mill. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17tli  enemy  moved  out  from  Ellistown  on 
Albany  road.  Learning  that  the  division  was  not  in  pursuit,  and  my 
horses  being  much  jaded,  I  returned  to  the  brigade. 

In  the  series  of  skirmishes  I  lost  3  killed,  1  severely  and  2  shghtly 
wounded.  Enemy's  loss  could  not  be  Avell  ascertained,  but  I  know  was 
much  heavier. 
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Great  credit  and  praise  is  due  to  all  tlie  subordinate  officers  and  men 
of  my  detachment  for  their  coolness  and  calm  courage  under  the  many 
trying  positions-  we  were  placed. 

I  have  the  honor,  captain,  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  TYLEK, 
Captain,  Gomdg.  Detachment  Faulkner's  Kentucky  Regt. 

Capt.  Thomas  M.  Crowder, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  55. 
Report  of  Col.  Tyree  E.  Bell,  G.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Brigade,  Forrest's  Cavalry, 

Near  Buena  Vista,  Miss.,  July  23, 1864. 

Captain  :  On  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant,  while  encamped  near 
Tupelo,  the  Fourth  Brigade  struck  camp  and  moved  in  the  direction  of 
Kelly's  Mill,  on  the  Tallahatchie  River,  on  the  road  leading  from  Ellis- 
town  to  Ripley.  The  Second  and  Sixteenth  Tennessee  Regiments  were 
halted  at  EUistown,  remaining  all  night,  while  the  Fifteenth  and  Col- 
onel Newsom's  regim^its  were  ordered  to  the  Tallahatchie  River,  doing 
picket  duty  and  watching  the  enemy's  movements  until  the  evening  of 
the  9th,  Avhen  they  were  ordered  back  to  EUistown,  the  enemy  having 
changed  his  direction  and  moved  on  the  road  to  Pontotoc,  crossing  the 
river  at  New  Albany.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  the  Second  Tennessee 
had  been  ordered  from  EUistown  to  New  Albany  to  watch  the  enemy's 
movements.  On  returning  to  EUistown  with  the  two  regiments  which 
were  with  me  to  the  front,  I  there  found  Brigadier-Geueral  Buford  with 
the  remainder  of  the  division.  He  soon  moved  off  on  the  Pontotoc 
road  with  the  brigade  he  had  brought  up  with  him.  After  feeding  my 
horses  I  followed  on  with  the  regiments  which  were  with  me,  the  Sec- 
ond Tennessee  having  been  detached  to  skirmish  with  the  enemy, 
marching  all  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  we  moved  through  Pontotoc  on  the  Oko- 
lona  road,  and  having  no  forage  nor  any  prospect  of  getting  any,  Gen- 
eral Buford  ordered  me  to  Okolona  to  get  forage.  1  reached  Okolona 
after  night  and  there  remained  until  the  evening  of  the  12th,  when 
orders  were  received  from  Major-General  Forrest  to  move  off  on  the 
Pontotoc  road.  At  Prairie  Mound,  four  miles  and  a  half  from  town,  the 
Second  Tennessee  was  met,  the  men  and  horses  considerably  jaded. 
Here  it  was  halted  and  the  horses  were  fed,  the  regiments  with  me 
moving  on  within  seven  miles  of  Pontotoc,  where  we  bivouacked  for 
the  night. . 

In  the 'morning  early  (the  13th)  the  Second  Tennessee  came  up  and 
the  brigade  moved  forward  on  the  road  within  five  miles  of  Pontotoc, 
Avhen  it  was  moved  off"  to  the  left  of  the  road  some  distance,  dismounted, 
and  formed  in  line  of  battle.  In  a  short  time  orders  came  to  remount  and 
move  forward  to  Pontotoc;  the  enemy  was  retreating.  Before  reach- 
ing Pontotoc,  however,  orders  were  received  to  move  my  brigade  to  the 
right  onto  the  Verona  road,  as  the  enemy  was  reported  moving  on  the 
Tupelo  road.  We  moved  quietly  on  until  reaching  the  road  leading 
from  Tupelo  to  Okolona;  there  we  took  the  Tupelo  end  of  the  road. 
Marching  two  and  a  half  or  three  miles  to  the  Coonewar  Creek,  we  dis- 
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covered  a  sliort  distance  beyond  tbat  the  enemy  was  moving'  on  the 
Pontotoc;  and  Okoloua  road.  It  was  determined  at  once  to  strike  the 
enemy  a  severe  blow,  if  possible,  (general  Buford,  who  was  present  at 
the  head  of  the  brigade,  ordered  it  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The 
regiments  were  all  dismounted  before  crossing  the  creek.  The  Second 
Tennessee  (Colonel  Barteau),  being  in  advance,  was  ordered  by  General 
Buford  to  form  on  a  line  parallel  with  the  road  on  which  the  enemy  was 
moving.  The  Fifteenth  Tennessee  (Colonel  Kussell),  just  in  the  rear  of 
the  Second  Tennessee,  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  left  of  it,  two  com- 
panies of  which  were  hardly  formed  before  the  firing  commenced.  New- 
som's  and  Wilson's  regiments  were  ordered  np  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
but  not  in  time  to  enable  the  advanced  regiments  to  hold  their  positions. 
No  blame  can  certainly  be  attached  to  the  men  for  falling  back,  as  they 
were  completely  overpowered  and  forced  to  retire.  Bein  g  comparatively 
new  troops,  that  good  order  common  to  veterans  was  not  preserved. 
The  attack  was  made,  doubtless,  thinking  the  other  brigade  of  the  di- 
vision Avas  near  enough  to  come  up  to  my  assistance.  The  brigade  was 
halted  some  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  the  rear  on  the  road  we  came 
up  on,  the  other  brigade  having  arrived  a  short  time  before  this.  Our 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded  for  the  time  the  brigade  was  engaged  was 
quite  heavy,  each  regiment  sacrificing  some  of  its  best  officers  and 
bravest  men.  The  engagement  continued  but  for  a  few  minutes,  during 
which  we  were  under  a  hot  fire  in  our  front  and  on  our  left  flank  also. 
The  conduct  of  the  men  and  officers  before  retreating  was  alike  gallant 
and  commendable.  The  enemy  did  not  pursue  our  retreat,  but  moved 
on  toward  Tupelo.  After  resting  quietly  for  a  few  moments,  and  wait- 
ing for  other  troops,  who  had  come  up  by  this  time,  to  pass,  we  moved  up 
to  the  point  of  attack  and  encamijed  for  the  night,  with  instructions  to 
be  saddled  and  ready  to  move  at  2  o'clock  the  next  morning,  the  14th. 
We  rested,  however,  until  after  daylight,  when  orders  were  received 
to  march.  We  had  gone  but  a  short  distance  when  we  dismounted  and 
moved  forward  to  attack  the  enemy.  My  brigade  was  placed  on  the  ex- 
treme left  of  the  line,  the  Fifteenth  Tennessee  on  the  right,  and  the 
Second  Tennessee  on  the  left,  the  Sixteenth  and  Newsom's  regiments 
in  the  center.  My  brigade  marched  out  before  the  enemy  just  in  the 
rear  of  Mabry's,  which  was  temporarily  attached  to  the  Second  Division, 
and  which,  after  fighting  for  some  time  in  front  of  the  enemy's  fortifica- 
tions, retired,  leaving  my  brigade  to  take  its  place.  The  officers  and 
men  acted  their  part  well,  approaching  within  seventy-five  yards  of  the 
breast- works,  and  maintaining  their  position  under  a  most  galling  fire 
until  the  ammunition  was  well  lugh  exhausted,  and  they  were  ordered 
to  give  way  to  another  brigad.e,  leaving  a  good  many  of  our  dead  and 
wounded  on  the  field.  The  place  was  truly  a  hot  one,  and  the  enemy's 
position  strong  and  commanding,  well  selected,  and  well  fortified.  The 
loss  of  the  brigade  in  killed  and  wounded,  both  with  the  officers  and 
the  men,  was  immense.  Praise  is  alike  due  to  them  for  their  gallantry 
in  this  hard-fought  battle.  We  fell  back  to  our  horses,  where  we  dis- 
mounted in  the  morning,  remounted,  and  moved  back  to  Palmetto 
Church,  on  the  road  leading  from  Verona  to  Pontotoc,  where  we  re- 
mained all  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  we  moved  back  to  the  cross-roads  at 
Doctor  Calhoun's,  there  to  await  the  movement  of  the  enemy  either 
from  Verona  or  Harrisburg,  the  field  of  action  the  day  previous.  After 
waiting  an  hour  or  more  orders  were  received  to  move  toward  Harris- 
burg, which  was  done  until  we  reached  the  Coonewar,  where  we  turned 
to  the  right  and  moved  in  the  direction  of  Verona,  some  two  or  two 
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and  a  lialf  miles  south  of  Tupelo.  Here  the  brigade  was  divided — a 
part  with  General  Forrest,  a  part  with  General  Buford,  and.  a  part  with 
myself,  all  of  which  were  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  more  or  less  during 
the  day.  About  2  o'clock  in  the  evening  General  Forrest  sent  word  that 
the  enemy  was  retreating,  and  our  division  must  move  up  in  pursuit  of 
him.  The  order  was  promptly  executed,  my  brigade  in  front,  with  the 
division  commander  at  its  head.  Colonel  Wilson,  in  advance  of  the  bri- 
gade, was  soon  ordered  forward  at  a  double-quick  after  the  enemy. 
Colonel  Newsom  was  ordered  by  way  of  Tupelo  to  go  on  the  extreme 
right  and  attack  the  enemy  on  his  left  flank ;  the  other  two  (Barteau's 
and  Eussell's)  regiments  were  ordered  to  halt  and  give  place  to  the  artil- 
lery. Colonel  Wilson's  regiment  moved  forward  but  a  short  distance, 
coming  upon  the  enemy's  rear,  when  a  brisk  fire  ensued.  He  charged 
the  enemy,  driving  him  back  to  Old  Town  Creek.  By  this  time  the 
Second  and  Fifteenth  Kegiments  arrived,  dismounted,  and  went  forward 
into  the  fight.  The  regiments  acted  gallantly  on  this  occasion  until 
they  were  forced  to  retire  iu.consequcnceof  the  overwhelming  numbers 
of  the  enemy. 

During  the  series  of  engagements  which  the  brigade  had  with  the 
enemy  the  loss  in  field  officers  was  great.  Colonels  Barteau,  Russell, 
Wilson,  Newsom,  and  Majior  Parham  were  all  wounded.  Special  praise 
is  due  them  for  their  conduct  in  the  several  engagements. 

The  total  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  of  the  brigade  is  47  killed  on  the 
field,  and  355  wounded,  making  an  aggregate  of  402. 

My  acting  aide-de-camp  (R.  P.  Caldwell),  acting  assistant  inspector- 
general  (P.  A.  Smith),  and  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  (R.  D. 
Clark)  were  prompt  in  carrying  orders  to  the  different  portions  of  my 
brigade,  and  were  with  me,  except  when  ordered  off  on  duty,  in  the 
hottest  of  the  fights,  and  discharged  their  duties  well.  Lieutenant 
Hurt,  who  has  been  acting  adjutant  for  Col.  James  1).  Porter,  was 
with  me  in  the  engagements,  and  is  entitled  to  much  credit  and  praise 
for  the  services  rendered  by  him. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

T.  H.  BELL, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

[Capt.  Thomas  M.  Crowder, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 


No.  5G. 


Report  of  Col.  Hinchie  P.  Mabry,  Third  Texas  Cavalry,  commanding 

brigade. 

Headquarters  Mabry's  Brigade  Cavalry', 

Near  Okolona,  Miss.,  July  30,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  action  of  my 
command  in  the  recent  engagements  with  the  enemy: 

On  the  9th  instant,  while  at  Saltillo,  I  was  oi'dered  to  report  with  my 
command  to  Brigadier-General  Buford  at  Ellistown,  whither  he  was 
moving  with  his  division.  On  my  arrival  at  that  place,  about  2  p.  m., 
I  was  ordered  to  send  one  regiment  (Sixth  Mississippi  Cavalry,  Col. 
Isham  Harrison  commanding)  on  the  road  to  Plentytude  to  operate  on 
the  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  who  was  then  moving  down  on  the 
road  from  New  Albany  to  Pontotoc.  With  the  balance  of  my  command 
I  proceeded  to  Pontotoc,  near  which  place  I  reached  at  2  a.  m.  on  the 
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10th  instant,  in  advance  of  the  enemy.  After  daylight  I  continued  the 
march  on  the  road  from  Pontotoc  to  Okoloua  to  about  seven  miles  south- 
east of  Pontotoc,  where  I  remained  until  the  enemy  reached  the  latter 
place.  The  Sixth  Mississippi  Cavalry,  which  had  been  sent  to  Plenty- 
tude,  was  ordered  after  skirmishing  with  tlie  enemy  to  fall  back  to 
Chesterville  and  Okolona.  The  loss  in  the  skirmish  was  only  6 
wounded,  when  the  regiment  fell  back  as  directed  in  good  order. 

On  the  12th  the  Fourteenth  Confederate,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cage 
commanding,  engaged  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  supported  by  Lyon's 
brigade,  of  Buford's  division,  and  a  sharp  skirmish  was  kept  up  during 
the  day,  with  but  little  loss  in  my  command.  The  Fourth  Mississippi 
Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stockdale  commanding,  was  sent  on  the 
road  leading  from  Pontotoc  to  Houston  to  guard  the  left  flank,  but  was 
not  engaged,  and  was  recalled  in  the  morning  and  held,  together  with 
the  Thirty-eighth  Mississippi  Mounted  Infantry,  Maj.  E.  C.  McCay 
commanding,  during  the  balance  of  the  day  in  rear  of  Lyon's  brigade 
as  reserve.  The  Fourteenth  Confederate  was  relieved  about  10  p.  m. 
by  the  Thirty -eighth  Mississippi  Mounted  Infantry. 

At  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  I  was  ordered  to  take  position 
on  the  front  with  my  three  regiments.  About  6  a.  m.  I  discovered  that 
the  enemy  was  withdrawing  irom  my  front  on  the  Pontotoc  and  Oko- 
lona roads.  I  at  once  notified  General  Buford  of  the  fact  and  began  to 
follow  up  the  foe.  Generals  Lee  and  Forrest  came  to  the  front  and  di- 
rected my  movements  until  we  reached  Pontotoc,  where  my  advance 
halted  and  waited  for  the  balance  of  my  command,  which  had  been 
sent  well  out  on  the  flanks,  to  come  up.  Colonel  Harrison,  command- 
ing Sixth  Mississippi  Cavalry,  shortly  afterward  joined  me  from  Oko- 
lona. The  enemy  took  the  road  to  Tupelo.  I  pressed  his  rear  with 
vigor  for  about  five  miles,  when  he  made  a  stand  until  General  Forrest 
arrived  with  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  opened  on  him.  We  continued 
to  follow  him  up  vigorously,  having  several  sharp  skirmishes  during 
the  day,  and  did  not  halt  until  2  o'clock  next  morning,  when  we  had 
reached  a  point  within  one  mile  of  Harrisburg.  Lyon's  brigade  was 
then  sent  to  the  front  to  picket  and  I  withdrew  until  daylight. 

On  the  14th  my  command  was  placed  (m  the  left  of  General  Buford's 
division,  dismounted,  and  formed  a  part  of  the  first  line  of  attack.  The 
enemy's  lines  were  extended  across  the  road  from  Pontotoc  to  Tupelo 
at  Harrisburg.  He  had  constructed  temporary  fortifications  on  a  strong 
position  on  the  crest  of  a  ridge.  In  his  front  were  large,  open  fields, 
with  occasional  smaU  skirts  of  woods.  The  ground  was  gently  undu- 
lating, afibrding  no  jjrotection  to  our  troops  on  any  part  of  the  line.  As 
soon  as  my  command  advanced  Avithin  range  of  the  enemy's  artillery 
he  opened  on  me  a  furious  cannonade.  My  line  advanced  steadily, 
driving  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers  back  to  the  fortifications.  A  most 
terrific  fire  of  small-arms  was  opened  on  me  when  we  were  within  about 
300  yards  of  the  works.  I  immediately  ordered  a  charge,  but  the  heat 
was  so  intense  and  the  distance  so  great  that  some  men  and  officers  fell 
exhausted  and  fainting  along  my  line,  while  the  fire  from  the  enemy's 
line  of  works  by  both  artillery  and  small-arms  was  so  heavy  and  well 
directed  that  many  were  killed  and  wounded.  These  two  causes  of 
depletion  left  my  line  almost  like  a  line  of  skirmishers.  At  about  sixty 
yards  from  the  enemy's  works,  seeing  that  my  line  was  too  much  weak- 
ened to  drive  the  enemy,  I  halted  and  directed  the  men  to  protect  them- 
selves by  lying  down  in  a  hollow  and  behind  a  low  fence  which  covered 
a  part  of  my  front.  I  held  this  position  until  our  second  line  came  up 
to  within  about  100  yards  of  my  rear  and  was  repulsed,  when  1  gave 
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the  order  to  fall  back.  My  loss  in  the  hollow  and  in  falling  back  was 
severe.  Col.  Isham  Harrison,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M.  ]!felson,  of  the 
Sixth  Mississippi;  Maj.  Eobert  C.  McCay,  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Missis- 
sippi Mounted  Infantry,  were  killed,  and  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  E.  Stock- 
dale,  commanding  the  Fourth  Mississipiii  Cavalry,  severely,  and  Lieut. 
Col.  John  B.  Cage,  commanding  Fourteenth  Confederate  Cavalry,  mor- 
tally, wounded.  AH  of  my  regimental  and  nearly  all  of  my  company 
commanders  of  three  regiments  having  been  killed  or  wounded  I  was 
unable  to  prosecute  the  attack  with  any  hope  of  success.  My  horse 
having  been  killed  near  the  enemy,  1  had  to  intrust  much  to  my  acting 
assistant  adjutant-general,  Lieut.  W.  H.  Gee,  and  Capt.  J.  E.  Cham- 
bers, assistant  inspector-general,  to  conduct  the  line  to  the  rear,  the 
gallantry  of  which  officers  was  conspicuous.  About  250  yards  in  the 
rear  my  line  was  halted,  when  another  line  was  thrown  in  front,  when 
ray  command  was  withdrawn.  Stich  gallantry  as  was  exhibited  by 
both  officers  and  men  scarcely  finds  its  equal  on  any  field;  on  none 
has  it  been  excelled.  To  the  memory  of  those  who  fell  too  much  praise 
cannot  be  awarded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant  the  Fourteenth  Confederate  Cav- 
alry occupied  the  front,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  I  was  sent  with 
three  regiments  on  the  road  leading  to  Chesterville  to  guard  our  left 
flank,  where  I  remained  until  after  the  enemy  retreated. 

Where  all  acted  their  part  so  gallantly  it  would  be  invidious  to  make 
conspicuous  mention  of  any.  The  bloody  record  of  their  prowess 
speaks  their  praise. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

H.  r.  MABEY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

[Capt.  Thomas  M.  Chowder, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral.] 


No.  57. 


Effort  of  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  T.  Barnett,  Third  Kentucky  Mounted  In- 
fantry, commanding  dismounted  men. 

In  Camp  Third  Kentucky  Eegiment, 

Near  Pilceville,  Miss.,  July  23, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  of 
the  dismounted  regiment,  Forrest's  cavalry,  in  the  late  engagement  at 
Harrisburg,  Miss. : 

On  the  12th  instant,  at  Okolona,  Miss.,  I  received  orders  from  the 
major-general  commanding  to  hold  my  command  in  readiness  to  move 
at  a  moment's  notice.  Soon  afterward  I  received  an  order  to  move  my 
command  at  6  p.  m.  on  the  Okolona  and  Pontotoc  road,  in  the  direction 
of  Pontotoc,  which  I  did.  After  marching  until  about  2  a.  m.  I  received 
orders  to  halt  and  bivouac  and  be  ready  to  move  at  daylight.  At 
daylight  I  received  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Lyon,  commanding 
division  of  infantry,  to  move  my  command  in  front  of  the  infantry  com- 
mand and  on  the  road  to  Pontotoc.  After  marching  until  about  11 
o'clock  we  came  to  a  halt  about  two  miles  from  Pontotoc  to  let  the  cav- 
alry pass  on  another  road  en  route  of  the  retreating  Federals.  From 
there  we  moved  in  the  direction  of  Tupelo,  and  after  marching  until 
dark  we  bivouacked,  with  orders  to  be  ready  to  move  at  12  p.  m.,  at 
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whicli  time  we  moved,  and  at  9  a.  m.  on  the  14th  instant  I  arrived  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  battle-field  with  my  men  very  much  fatigued  from 
the  extreme  warm  Aveather  and  night  marches.  Here  I  formed  line  of 
battle  and  threw  up  some  defenses  formed  of  rails.  After  remaining 
here  a  short  time  I  moved  in  line  across  an  open  field  and  threw  up  a 
second  line  of  defenses,  and  there  remained  to  the  morning  of  the  15th 
instant  without  any  fighting. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant  I  received  orders  to  fall  back 
to  my  first  line  of  breast- works,  and  also  to  leave  in  front  of  my  second 
liue  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers.  It  Avas  but  a  little  time  until  skir- 
mishing commenced  very  heavily,  and  my  skirmishers  were  pressed  back 
to  the  defenses  of  my  second  liue,  and  there  held  their  position  until  I 
supported  them  with  my  regiment.  I  then  received  orders  to  forAvard, 
Avhich  I  did,  and  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  ujion  the  enemy  until  I  j^ressed 
him  back  to  his  defenses  in  and  around  Harrisburg,  and  there  I  engaged 
their  infantry  and  artillery  until  my  amumuition  was  expended,  and 
then  I  received  orders  to  retire  to  my  line  of  defenses  and  supply  my- 
self Avith  ammunition.  I  had  scarcely  effected  this  when  the  Federal 
cavalry  made  a  dash  upon  my  center,  but  were  repulsed  by  a  single 
volley,  leaving  several  of  their  dead  and  AAOunded  on  the  field.  The 
causalties  of  my  regiment  in  this  engagement  Avere  25  killed  and 
Avounded.  We  soon  afterAvard  formed  line  with  the  AA'hole  division  and 
moA'ed  on,  but  did  not  come  up  with  the  enemy.  I  tb^n  received  orders 
to  encamp  my  regiment  near  Tuj)elo,  which  I  did. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

T.  T.  BARNETT, 
Lieut.  Col.  3d  Ky.  Begt.,  Comdg.  Dismtd.  Cav.,  ForresVs  Cav. 

Captain  BRAND, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


JULT  7-18,  1864.— Scouts  (7tli-9th  and  12th-18th)  from  Kingston  to  Eng- 
land Cove,  T6nn. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Thomas  H.  Reeves,  Fourth  Tennessee  ( Union)  Infantry. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Kingston,  Tenn.,  July  9, 186d. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  7th  in- 
stant, about  7  a.  m.,  I  was  informed  that  there  were  some  guerrillas 
about  Post  Oak,  seven  miles  from  this  place.  I  immediately  went  out 
in  person  with  ten  mounted  scouts  to  ascertain  the  facts.  I  went  out 
five  miles,  Avhen  I  learned  correctly  that  there  were  about  tAventy  rebels, 
under  the  command  of  Champ  Ferguson,  at  or  near  that  place  press- 
ing horses ;  so  I  knew  my  scout  was  too  weak  and  returned  to  camp 
and  pressed  all  the  horses  I  could  and  mounted  fifty  more  men  and 
AA-ent  in  pursuit  of  them.  I  arrived  at  Post  Oak  at  1  p.  m.,  and  found 
that  the  rebels  had  taken  113  IT.  S.  horses,  which  Avere  in  pasture 
there,  and  went  toward  Cumberland  Mountains.  They  Avere  then 
eight  hours  ahead  of  me.  I  pressed  on  as  fast  as  possible  all  that  day 
and  until  8  p.  m.,  Avhen  I  was  compelled  to  stop  to  graze  my  stock,  as 
I  had  no  feed  Avith  me.  During  the  night  I  learned  that  there  were 
about  400  more  U.  S.  horses,  on  the  mountains  at  one  Mr.  Meade's, 
sent  there  by  T.  W.  Fry,  jr.,  assistant  quartermaster  at  this  place— this 
was  the  first  1  kncAV  of  them  being  there;  so,  after  grazing  and  rest- 
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ing  my  stock,  I  started  out  for  Crossville,  about  4  a.  m.  July  8,  at 
wMcli  place  I  expected  to  find  them,  but  there  I  learned  that  they  (the 
rebels)  had  got  the  U.  S.  horses  on  the  mountain,  and  ha^i  passed  that 
place  (Crossville)  the  evening  before,  two  hours  by  sun,  on  quick  time, 
they  having  then  about  500  U.  S.  horses  and  mules.  So  I  resolved  to 
follow  them  again,  thinking  T  might  catch  them.  A  portion  of  my  stock 
was  about  giving  out,  so  I  ordered  out  thirty  of  the  best  horses  to 
follow  rapidly  and  the  others  to  come  on  slowly,  and  again  commenced 
the  pursuit,  which  was  continued  until  12  m.  July  8,  Avithout  overtaking 
them,  though  we  were  close  upon  them.  They  left  the  road,  took  into 
the  mountains,  and  as  my  stock  was  very  tired  I  thought  it  best  not  to 
pursue  farther.  We  captured  1  prisoner,  retook  2,  and  several  horses, 
1  gun,  &c.,  and  returned  as  fast  as  Ave  could  to  do  our  stock  justice. 
Much  credit  is  due  the  whole  command  for  their  untiring  energy.  Lien- 
tenant  Patterson,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, post  acting  commissary  of  subsistence,  was  with  me,  and  his  serv- 
ices much  appreciated.  Lieutenant  Piper,  Fourth  Tennessee  Infantry, 
with  his  men,  did  good  service.  We  returned  to  Kingston,  July  9,  5 
p.  m.,  without  any  loss  in  men  or  stock. 

The  leaders  of  the  rebel  band  were  Ferguson,  Hughes,  Clark,  and 
Carter,  all  present  in  person.  I  lost  no  time  in  trying  to  capture  them 
and  recoA'er  the  stock,  but  as  they  were  so  much  ahead  of  me  and  my 
stock  fatigued  I  could  not  possibly  accomplish  the  desired  end.  The 
information  received  concerning  their  plans,  &c.,  will  fully  compensate 
me  for  the  trip.  I  have  the  honor,  most  respectftilly,  to  request  permis- 
sion to  mount  100  men  and  prepare  myself  with  rations,  forage,  &c.,  to 
make  one  other  attempt  to  recover  the  stock,  as  I  know  that  I  can  do 
it  successfally,  besides  taking  a  good  deal  more  property,  which  they 
now  have  concealed  in  England  Cove.  .  This,  I  am  sure,  could  be  done 
without  much,  if  any,  loss.  I  went  within  thirteen  miles  of  Sjiarta,  at 
which  place  they  left  the  road,  and  I  followed  them  ten  miles  farther 
through  the  mountains.  We  are  all  very  much  fatigued  and  worn  out. 
There  is  a  mystery  somewhere  about  them  getting  the  stock,  as  the 
man  who  had  it  in  charge  was  notified  the  night  before  that  they  were 
coming,  and  did  not  let  me  know  it.  I  now  have  him  in  jail  and  will 
investigate  the  matter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  EFiEVES, 
Major,  Commanding  Forces. 

Lieut.  P.  S.  Abbott, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[ludorsement.l 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Enoxville,  Tcnn.,  July  11,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  G.  M.  Bascom, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  the  Ohio: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  Major  Beeves, 
Fourth  Tennessee  Infantry,  commanding  at  Kingston.  It  Avas  for- 
warded to  me  from  Loudon  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Patterson,  and  was 
received  this  morning.  Orders  have  been  giA-eu  and  an  effort  will  be 
made  to  recover  the  stock  and  punish  the  raiders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  AMMBN, 
Brigadier-  General  of  Volunteers. 
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Headquaetebs  U.  S.  Forces, 

Kingston,  July  20,  1864. 

Lieutenant  :  The  expedition  ordered  out  to  recapture,  if  possible, 
the  Government  stock  stolen  by  guerrillas  left  this  place  July  12, 
1864,  with  eighty  infantry  and  twenty  mounted  men.  They  traveled 
in  the  direction  of  Sparta,  Tenn.,  flfty-two  miles,  where  they  took 
to  the  right,  so  as  to  get  into  the  head  of  England  Gove,  at  which  place 
the  stock  were  reported  to  be.  Just  one  mile  this  side  of  where  they 
turned  to  the  right,  the  advance  guard  was  fired  upon  by  one  rebel, 
who  made  his  appearance  in  the  road  before  them.  The  guard  returned 
the  fire  and  the  rebel  fled  into  the  woods.  The  command  moved  on 
till  10  p.  m.,  and  halted  for  the  night  upon  the  top  of  the  mountain. 
At  daylight  next  morning  they  descended  the  mountain  and  reached 
the  head  of  the  cove,  through  which  the  Galfkiller  River  runs.  On 
reaching  that  spot  they  again  came  upon  the  bushwhackers  and  fired 
some  fifty  rounds  at  them,  which  created  quite  an  excitement  in  the 
valley,  and  all  the  men  fled  to  the  mountains.  It  was  ascertained  then 
that  the  stock  had  been  divided  among  the  captors  and  had  been 
driven  into  different  parts  of  the  mountains  and  counties.  However, 
some  few  of  the  stock  were  found  in  out-of-the-way  places.  The  citi- 
zens would  not  give  any  information  about  the  stock  nor  against  the 
guerrillas,  and  denied  of  knowing  that  any  had  been  brought  into  that 
valley.  The  major  commanding  found  that  the  citizens  were  all  aiders 
and  abettors  to  the  thieving  band.  So  he  commenced  to  show  them 
the  rewards  given  to  such  people,  and  had  their  stock  (private)  and 
everything  that  his  command  could  consume  seized,  and  plundered 
every  house  from  there  to  Sparta,  finding  in  all  thirty- three  guns,  some 
ammunition,  and  many  articles  which  could  not  have  been  obtained 
only  by  theft,  and  destroyed  all  that  could  not  be  brought  away.  For 
a  distance  of  fifteen  miles  down  the  valley  every  house  where  good 
stock,  arms,  or  goods  of  a  contraband  nature  could  be  found,  the  most 
unparalleled  plunder  was  committed. 

The  command  charged  into  Sparta  at  4  p.  m.  July  15,  but  found  no 
armed  rebels.  Martial  law  was  at  once  proclaimed,  and  every  man  in 
town  was  arrested  ;  then  for  two  hours  the  cries  of  women  and  children 
were  intense,  for  they  all  expected  the  town  to  be  burnt  up  and  all  the 
citizens  killed.  After  plundering  the  town  and  examining  the  citizens 
they  were  released,  with  a  fcAV  exceptions.  The  command  left  tliat 
place  July  16,  9  a.  m.,  for  Kingston  with  9  prisoners  for  various  charges 
and  some  25  recaptured  Grovernment  stock  and  about  the  same  amount 
of  stock  which  had  been  pressed  from  citizens  who  were  out  guerrilla- 
ing.  The  progress  was  uninterrupted  from  there  back.  Champ  Fer- 
guson has  about  twenty  men,  and  commands  them  in  person.  His 
range  is  generally  in  the  cove.  Captain  Clark  has  fourteen  men,  and 
his  range  is  above  Spencer,  a  small  town  twelve  miles  south  of  Sparta. 
Camp  Kearsy  has  about  thirty  men,  and  ranges  near  Smithville;  while 
one  Dunbar,  up  in  Overton  County,  has  about  seventy-five,  mostly  of 
Morgan's  disbanded  crew  from  Kentucky.  These  are  all  the  organized 
bodies  now  in  those  mountain  ranges,  and  they  are  all  regular  despera- 
does, taking  no  prisoners  at  all.  The  command  exchanged  some  few 
si  lots  with  them,  as  they  went  down  the  valley,  but  no  one  was  hurt. 
There  is  a  small  force  of  Federal  soldiers  at  McMinuville,  numbering 
about  200  men.  They  belong  to  the  Fifth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and 
owing  to  the  small  garrison,  are  afraid  to  scout  out  at  any  distance. 
It  is  thought  preparations  are  being  made  by  the  guerrillas  to  concen- 
trate and  make  a  raid  upon  some  point,  though  they  are  so  sly  that 
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nothing  reliable  could  be  obtained.  The  major  commanding  expedition 
expected  to  find  the  guerrillas  as  he  returned  at  Crossville  trying  to 
cut  him  off,  butas  he  made  a  big  impression  about  the  number  of  men 
he  had,  they  were  afraid  to  try  it.  For  the  good  of  the  service,  there 
should  be  at  least  100  well-mounted  men  sent  into  that  cove  to  stay 
about  one  month.  They  can  subsist  off  the  country,  as  the  crops  are 
very  good. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  BEEVES, 
Major,  Commanding  Forces, 
Lieut.  P.  S.  Abbott, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


JULY  8,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Vienna,  Ala. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  Reed,  Twelfth  Indiana  Cavalry. 

Vienna,  Ala.,  July  9, 1864. 
Sir  :  The  detachment  under  my  command  yesterday  morning  sepa- 
rated about  five  miles  north  of  Owen's  MDls,  on  Flint  Eiver,  Company 
C  going  east  to  J.  C.  Drake's,  who  is  the  father  of  three  of  Johnson's 
gang;  thence  we  went  south  to  Vienna;  the  other  company  (B)  was 
ordered  to  make  Vienna,  via  Owen's  Mills.  Parson  or  Captain  Johnson 
[sic].  About  three  miles  from  Vienna  the  company  was  fired  upon  by 
Johnson's  company  of  bushwhackers  and  dispersed.  The  captain  and 
Lieutenant  Burden  and  7  of  their  company  were  wounded,  and  the  scout, 
John  C.  Martin,  was  killed;  3  horses  were  killed,  and  some  4  or 
5  wounded.  The  wounds  on  the  men,  though  some  of  them  are  severe, 
are  none  of  them  mortal.  I  was  with  Company  C.  On  arriving  at 
Vienna  I  learned  of  the  disaster  to  Captain  Baker,  and  immediately  re- 
paired to  the  scene  of  action.  After  plundering  the  dead  horses  and 
men  the  rebels  retreated  to  the  southward.  We  followed  them  some 
distance,  but  night  coming  on  we  returned  to  this  place.  I  shall  keep 
Company  C  here  and  pursue  my  original  plan  against  the  bushwhackers 
until  further  orders.  I  Avill  make  tliis  place  my  headquarters,  and 
orders  will  readily  reach  me  here.  The  company  is  fearful  that  they 
will  miss  the  paymaster.  Whenever  he  is  ready  to  pay  you  can  notify 
us  and  we  will  report  there  if  so  ordered.  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  in- 
structions from  time  to  time  as  to  my  duties  here. 
EespectfuUy,  &c., 

ALFRED  EEED, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Comdg.  Detach.  Twelfth  Indiana  Cavalry. 

Col.  Edwaeb  Anderson, 

Twelfth  Indiana  Cavalry,  Huntsville,  Ala. 


JULY  10,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Clinton,  Zy. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of 

Columbus. 

Headquarters  of  the  District, 

Columbus,  Ky.,  July  16, 1861. 
Ma,toe  :  A  party  of  cavalry  being  out  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Ck'ury,  with  orders  from  mo  to  stay  out  a  week  patrolling  the  roads,  at- 
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tracted  a  concentrated  body  of  mounted  rebels  under  Outlaw  and  Kes- 
terson.  The  evening  of  the  9th  I  received  information  from  Lieutenant 
Cleary,  who  was  then  at  Clinton,  that  Outlaw,  Avith  several  hundred 
men,  was  advancing  upon  that  place  after  him,  and  that  he  would  hide 
his  command  in  the  woods  near  by — the  bearer  of  the  letter  would  know 
the  place  where.    I  then  issued  the  following  instructions : 

Headquarters  of  the  District, 

ColuMbus,  Ky.,  July  9,  1864. 
Col.  W.  H.  Lawrence, 

Commanding  Post  of  Columbus,  Ky.: 
Colonel:  The  cavalry  will  proceed  to  Clinton  direct  this  evening  and  support 
Lieutenant  Cleary.  If  in  reconnoitering  it  is  discovered  that  the  force  of  rebels  there 
is  superior  or  nearly  equal  the  cavalry  will  retire  skirmishing,  at  the  same  time 
sending  back  to  notify  the  infantry.  The  Thirty-fourth  New  Jersey  Volunteer  In- 
fantry will  move  out  on  the  same  road,  following  the  cavalry  to  support  it.  On 
learning  that  the  cavalry  is  engaged  the  infantry  will  place  itself  in  ambush  and 
await  until  our  cavalry  passes  to  the  rear  of  it.  In  order  to  avoid  a  conflict  with 
each  other,  the  cavalry  will  preserve  a  constant  communication  with  the  infantry 
by  means  of  mounted  messengers. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  H.  Prince : 

GEO.  S.  EUSSELL, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

The  troops  marched  at  7  p.  m.  of  the  9th,  marched  all  night,  wading 
the  Obion  in  intense  darkness,  rested  at  Clinton,  and  at  daybreak  went 
out  beyond  the  town.  The  infantry  halted  in  woods,  patrolled  to  the 
road  a  mile  beyond  Clinton.  Some  of  the  cavalry  passed  on  and  ex- 
changed shots  with  the  enemy,  but  "  instead  of  retiring  skirmishing," 
says  the  report  of  Colonel  Moore,  Thirty-fourth  New  Jersey  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, they  came  down  the  road  as  fast  as  their  horses  could  carry  them, 
and  immediately  their  pursuers  came  in  sight.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Moore's  report  continues,  "  I  withheld  my  fire  until  they  got  in  my  front, 
when  a  voUey  was  pouied  into  them,  emptying  several  saddles  and  kill- 
ing several  horses."  In  summing  up  the  result  of  the  same,  report  says, 
"  we  killed  3  and  wounded  5  of  the  enemy."  The  notorious  Jim  Kes- 
terson  is  severely  wounded  and  a  prisoner  in  our  hands.  Our  loss  is  1 
private  seriously  and  3  slightly  wounded  of  the  Thirty-fourth  New 
Jersey  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  PRINCE, 
Brigadier- Getter al,  Volunteers. 
Maj.  W.  H.  Morgan, 

Assistant  Adjvtant- General. 


JULY  10-17,  1864. — Expedition  from  Vicksbnrg  to  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  with 
skirmishes  (14th)  at  Fort  Gibson  and  (16th)  at  Grand  Gulf. 

Itinerary  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
commanded  by  Col.  Frederick  A.  Starring,  Seventy-second  Illinois 
Infantry.* 

July  10.— The  Seventy-second  Illinois  and  Fifty-eighth  Ohio  Infantry 
Regiments,  with  an  expedition  under  command  of  Major-General 
Slocum,  left  Vicksbnrg  at  4  a.  m.  and  marched  to  Big  Black  River; 
fifteen  miles. 


*From  return  for  July,  1864.    See  also  report  of  Colonel  Karg6,  p.  246, 
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July  11. — Crossed  Big  Black  and  marched  seventeen  miles,  encamping 
near  Eaymond,  Miss. 

July  12. — Marched  to  Evans'  plantation  and  encamped;  fourteen 
miles. 

July  14. — Marched  to  Port  Gibson;  skirmished  with  the  enemy  dur- 
ing the  forenoon. 

Jiily  15. — Marched  to  Grand  Gulf;  five  miles. 

July  16. — Enemy  attacked  and  drove  in  our  pickets.  The  command 
moved  to  the  front  and  drove  the  enemy  back,  killing  and  wounding  a 
number.  The  two  regiments  laid  in  rifle-pits  until  12  p.  m.,  when  they 
embarked  on  steamer  Madison  and  returned  to  Vicksburg. 

July  J7.— Arrived  at  Vicksburg.  The  Seventy-second  Illinois  and 
Fifty-eighth  Ohio  Infantry  Eegimeuts  are  on  provost  duty  in  this  city. 
The  Thirtieth  Missouri  Infantry  is  absent,  under  command  of  Brig. 
Gen.  E.  S.  Dennis,  commanding  First  Division,  since  July  29. 


JULY  11,  1864. — Scout  from  Gunter's  Landing  to  Warrenton,  Ala.,  and 

skirmish. 

Report  of  Lieut.  John  T.  Fish,  Thirteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  C,  13th  Eegt.  Wis.  Vet.  Vol.  Infty., 

Ounter's  Landing,  Ala.,  July  12, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 
In  accordance  with  instructions,  on  the  evening  of  the  11th  I  crossed 
thirty-four  men  iu  two  canoes  at  Beard's  Bluft'  Landing,  two  miles  be- 
low Gunter's  Lauding,  and  immediately  started  for  Warrenton,  arriving 
and  surrounding  that])l;icc  a  few  moments  after  11  o'clock,  having  seen 
but  one  person,  Harvey  Henry,  whose  protection  papers  from  Major- 
General  Blair  induced  us  to  release  liim  in  the  morning,  but  subsequent 
events  show  him  to  have  been  on  picket  duty  at  the  time.  I  sent  a 
sergeant,  a  corporal,  and  thirteen  men  to  the  house  of  (>oIonel  Lamar, 
which  divided  after  searching  the  premises,  one  squad  i^roceeding  two 
miles  south  of  Warrenton  to  make  arrangements  for  removing  the  fam- 
ilies of  some  of  the  home  guards,  which  was  accomplished,  the  otlier 
squad  returning  to  Warrenton,  where  we  instituted  a  search  and  found 
tliat  Colonel  Sheffield  and  other  prominent  rebels  had  left,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  a  raid  from  Decatur.  I  learned  from  three  deserters  from  Eod- 
dey's  command  that  two  battalions  of  his  force  are  twelve  miles  south 
of  Decatur,  under  orders  for  Mississippi.  From  information  gained  at 
AVarreuton  I  became  satisfied  that  a  number  of  cavalry  were  in  and 
around  Guntersville.  I  decided  to  cross  ten  men,  under  command  of  a 
non-commissioned  oificcr,  at  Beard's  Bluff'  Landing,  and  with  the  balance 
I»roceed  to  Gunter's  Landing,  passing  through  Guntersville.  Two  miles 
from  the  latter  place,  at  the  house  of  Colonel  Henry,  we  came  upon 
their  pickets  and  mortally  wounded  1  and  captured  2  horses  and  equip- 
ments complete.  We  passed  through  Guntersville  without  discovering 
the  enemy,  and  crossed  my  whole  command  in  one  canoe,  including 
twenty  negroes  and  three  deserters,  excepting  myself  and  the  rear 
guard,  consisting  of  a  non-commissioned  officer  and  eight  men,  Avhen  a 
company  of  cavalry,  about  fifty  strong,  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
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tain  Packet,  formerly  commanding  post  of  Giintovsville,  filo<l  ovit  fiom 
behind  a  point  of  woods  and  dashed  down,  intending  to  capture  us. 
A  well-directed  volley  caused  them  to  fall  back  a  short  distance,  but 
they  came  back  almost  as  soon  as  they  Avere  away,  and  opened  fire  at 
short  range.  A  portion  of  their  force  was  dismounted  and  passed 
around  to  our  right,  under  cover  of  the  woods,  and  opened  lire  upon  us 
at  about  seventy -five  yards.  We  drove  them  back  in  a  few  moments. 
I  saw  my  position  was  a  critical  one,  and  ordered  a  squad  to  recross 
and  land  on  the  island,  by  which  means  we  opened  on  them  at  very 
close  range,  which  caused  them  to  fall  back  beyond  Guntersville.  The 
whole  affair  lasted  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  Captain  Puckett 
admits  a  loss  of  3  killed  and  4  or  5  wounded.  W  e  brought  across  4 
horses  and  2  mules.  Their  firing  was  very  wild,  most  of  their  shots 
passing  far  above  our  heads.  None  of  my  command  were  injured. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  T.  FISH, 
Second  Lieut.,  Comdg.  Company  C,  13th  Wis.  Vet.  Vol.  Infty. 

Lieut.  W.  M.  Scott, 

Adjutant  Thirteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 


JULY  12-15,  1864. — Scont  in  Lincoln  County,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  F.  Armstrong,  Fifth  Tennessee  ( Union)  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 

Twllahoma,  Tenn.,  July  W,  1864. 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  orders  1  marched  from  this  place  July  12, 
at  6  p.  m.,  and  surrounded  the  house  of  Mr.  Blade,  on  Hurricane  Creek, 
about  nine  miles  southwest  of  this  place,  and  searched  for  a  man  by 
the  name  of  McNight  but  could  not  find  him.  I  then  went  on  about 
two  miles  and  camped,  sending  back  William  Shastecn  and  his  brother, 
former  associates  of  McNight,  to  watch  the  house.  At  about  daylight 
McNight  came  up,  when  the  Shastecns  killed  [him],  and  reported  the 
fact  to  me.  I  then  sent  a  detachment  back  under  Lieutenant  Davis, 
Avho  earned  the  effects  out  of  the  house  and  burnt  it.  I  then  passed 
on,  crossing  Elk  River  at  Manes'  Ford.  Leaving  the  Manes'  Ford  road 
to  the  left,  I  divided  my  force  into  two  squads,  sending  one  in  the 
direction  of  Salem,  and  I  moved  down  the  river  with  the  other,  Jinding 
nothing,  but  could  hear  of  them  in  small  squads.  We  met  at  the 
Widow  Prior's,  eight  miles  southeast  of  Fayetteville,  at  noon  on  the 
14th,  and  moved  out  in  the  directi<ni  of  the  river,  trying  to  secrete  my 
force  for  the  night,  camping  near  the  mouth  of  Stewart's  Creek. 

I  sent  Lieutenant  Davis  with  a  pai'ty  of  men  back  to  the  Widow 
Prior's  at  about  2  a.  m.  of  the  15th  to  leconnoiter.  I  moved  out  on  the 
Huntsville  road,  killing  1  man,  said  to  be  Garland  Miller.  I  proceeded 
on  to  the  Alabama  line,  then  returned  and  camped  at  Fayetteville. 
The  following  morning  I  divided  my  force  into  three  squads,  one  under 
Captain  Couch,  which  went  in  the  direction  of  Boone's  Hill;  another 
under  Captain  Cason,  which  went  by  the  way  of  Sulphur  Springs,  and 
I  took  the  other  and  scoured  the  country  between  Cane  and  Morris 
Creek.  The  three  squads  marched  parallel,  all  meeting  at  Shelbyville, 
not  finding  any  of  the  enemy  but  hearing  of  them  in  small  squads. 
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From  what  I  can  learu  I  do  not  tliiuk  there  are  more  than  fifty  armed 
rebels  in  Lincohi  County.    I  captured  about  20  horses,  Avhich  I  have 
turned  over  to  the  acting  quartermaster  of  this  regiment. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  F.  AEMSTRONG, 
Major  Fifth  Tennessee  Cavalry  Volunteers. 

Maj.  John  O.  Ceatens, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


JULY  13-15,  1864.— Scout  from  Munfordville  to  Big  Spring,  Ky. 

Report  of  Capt.  Mendrick  J).  Baker,  Thirty-fifth  Kentucky  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Detach.  Thiety-fifth  Kentucky  Volunteers, 

jBig  Spring,  Ky.,  July  21, 1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
scout  sent  out  under  my  charge  on  the  13th  instant: 

I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  13th  instant  and  found  the  country  full 
of  guerrillas,  who  were  committing  all  kinds  of  outrages  on  the  loyal 
citizens  of  this  neighborhood.  Captain  Duposter  has  recruited  thirty 
or  forty  men  in  this  county,  and  has  some  men  in  his  command  who  are 
deserters  from  the  U.  S.  Army.  1  have  succeeded  in  capturing  7  guer- 
rillas, 1  of  whom  is  too  badly  wounded  to  move.  There  have  also 
been  2  or  3  killed,  and  11  horses  and  equipments  captured.  One  of  the 
prisoners  came  and  surrendered,  and  has  reported  everything  he  knew 
on  his  fiiends.  He  says  Captain  Duposter  is  acting  under  orders  from 
General  Morgan,  and  that  he  receives  communications  from  him  almost 
daily.  He  received  a  letter  from  Morgan  the  other  day  and  read  it  to 
his  command,  which  was  as  follows:  There  will  soon  be  re-enforcements 
sent  him,  and  to  hold  possession  of  this  part  of  the  State  at  all  hazards. 
He  also  has  the  assurance  that  there  are  200  guerrillas  in  the  vicinity 
of  Haynesville  and  400  at  Owensborough.  Captain  Duposter  has  dis- 
banded his  men,  with  orders  for  them  to  hide  in  the  brush  until  his  re- 
enforcements  come;  but  my  opinion  is  that  his  re-enforcements  will  be 
a  long  time  coming,  and  that  his  command  will  be  captured  when  they 
meet  again,  as  I  am  posted  as  to  the  place  and  time  of  their  meeting. 
As  I  have  been  very  busy  I  have  had  no  time  to  arrest  rebel  citizens, 
though  there  are  a  number  of  them  whom  I  will  arrest.  This  whole 
country  is  engaged  in  harboring  and  recruiting  guerrillas.  I  send  Lieu- 
tenant Phelps  in  charge  of  the  prisoners  and  unserviceable  horses  to 
camp.  I  am  confident  I  can  clear  this  county  of  guerrillas  in  one  more 
week.  Please  excuse  this  badly  written  letter,  as  I  have  no  conveniences 
for  writing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  D.  :^^KER, 
Captain,  Commanding  Detachment. 

Lieut.  E.  B.  Harlan, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  6en.,  Second  Biv.,  District  of  Kentucky. 
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JULY  14-18,  1864. — Operations  in  Webster  and  Union  Counties,  Ky.,  includ- 
ing skirmishes  (14th)  at  Morganfield  and  (Idth)  at  Geiger's  Lake. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  F.  Johnson,  Fifty-second  Kentucky  Infantry. 

HoPKiNSViLLB,  Ky.,  July  18,  18G4. 
Sir:  I  arrived  at  this  point  this  morniug  and  hasten  to  report  to  you. 
I  have  scouted  all  through  the  counties  of  Webster  and  Union  and  the 
adjacent  countiy,  and  from  what  I  have  seen  and  done  think  I  am  able 
to  make  a  tolerably  full  report  of  the  condition  of  things  and  tlic  neces- 
sities of  this  region.  I  frequently  saw  scattering  guerrillas,  and  took 
some  prisoners.  Last  Thursday,  however,  I  came  up  with  Sypert  and 
about  150  men  at  Morganfield.  Killed  5  of  them  and  captured  2  more, 
whom  I  intend  to  kill.  The  next  day,  near  Geiger's  Lake,  we  came  upon 
him  again,  with  a  force  of  over  300  men.  They  fought  us  desperately 
for  over  an  hour,  and  then  fled,  breaking  up  into  small  squads,  thereby 
making  it  impossible  to  pursue  them  successfully.  Here  we  killed  24 
men  I  know,  and  think  there  were  at  least  0  more  killed,  whom  we  did 
not  find.  Our  loss  was  1  man  mortally  wounded.  I  was  frequently  in 
their  neighborhood  and  sent  spies  among  them  and  into  their  very  camps, 
and  I  can  say  positively  that  there  are  not  less  than  600  of  them  in  the 
countiffi  of  Union,  Henderson,  and  Webster.  I  think  there  are,  if  any- 
thing, more  than  that  number.  The  truth  is,  that  they  are  constantly 
crossing  the  Cumberland  into,  rather  than  out  of,  the  country,  and  be- 
sides are  augmenting  their  force  by  conscription  and  recruiting  all  the 
time.  With  the  force  I  now  have  I  feel  that  I  can  whip  any  number  of 
them  that  would  confront  me,  but  I  have  not  enough  men  to  cut  them  off 
or  to  separate  and  pursue  them .  So  that  an  en  gagement  with  them  effects 
very  little,  for  they  will  not  fight  when  there  is  the  least  chance  to  avoid 
it,  their  object  being  chiefly  to  plunder  and  murder  inoft'ensive  Union  citi- 
zens, especially  the  negroes  who  have  been  enlisted  into  the  Federal  serv- 
ice. This  section  is  in  a  most  terrible  condition.  The  guerrillas  are  re- 
cruiting fast,  taking  every  man  who  has  been  drafted  into  our  service  if 
he  be  white,  and  shooting  him  if  black,  and  i)lundering  everybody  and 
every  house.  They  are  swimming  stock  across  the  Cumberland  every 
day,  and  I  believe  will  be  able  to  raise  at  least  three  regiments  in  these 
counties  if  let  alone,  besides  getting  enough  to  subsist  them,  and  carry- 
ing away  a  great  deal  more.  Last  Saturday  La  Fayette  was  robbed  in 
this  county;  also  Eoaring  Spring,  just  on  the  edge  of  Trigg  County, 
and  on  yesterday  they  plundered  Trenton,  in  Todd  County.  I  believe 
that  at  this  moment  there  is  not  a  county  in  all  this  region  from  Logan 
down  between  the  rivers  which  is  not  infested  by  more  or  less  of  these 
thieving  scoundrels,  and  if  some  means  be  not  adopted  very  speedily 
to  rid  the  country  of  them  and  of  their  sympathizers  the  people  will  be 
ruined,  and  as  it  is  would  be  just  as  secure  if  they  were  in  the  rear  of 
Joe  Johnston's  army  as  where  they  are.  I  believe  that  with  seven  com- 
panies of  the  Fifty-second,  and  complete  control  of  tliem,  I  could  rid 
the  country  of  these  guerrilla  bands.  I  would  like  to  have  enough  to 
post  a  company  at  Hopkinsville,  one  at  Princeton,  one  at  Rumsey,  and 
one  at  Madisonville,  and  with  three  other  companies  to  take  possession 
of  the  post  of  Uniontown,  on  the  Ohio,  or,  as  would  be  better,  of  Mor- 
ganfield, which  is  just  seven  miles  back,  with  a  good  road  to  the  river, 
and  the  rest  of  the  regiment  located  between  Blkton  and  Bowling 
Green,  at  such  places  as  would  best  protect  that  section.  I  am  confi- 
dent that  with  energy  and  care  we  could  by  this  means  clean  them  out. 
Should  this  plan  meet  your  approbation,  I  know  that  we  could  supply 
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the  force  and  protect  it,  and  by  being  allowed  to  keep  a  sufficiency  of 
good  horses,  by  seizing  those  belonging  to  rebel  citizens  and  by  rightly 
enforcing  General  Sherman's  order,  which  I  intend  to  do  if  permitted 
to  remain  here,  could  accomplish  a  great  deal  of  good  in  a  short  time. 
Morganfleld  is  the  headquarters  of  these  guerrillas,  and  they  are  hid 
around  in  that  neighborhood,  and  I  would,  therefore,  prefer  having  the 
greater  part  of  my  men  there  so  as  to  hunt  to  their  dens.  I  brought  Cap- 
tain King's  company  up  to  this  place  with  me,  leaving  Captain  Baker,  of 
the  Thirty-fifth,  with  his  company,  at  Madisonville.  I  did  this  in  order 
to  let  him  get  his  horses  recruited,  and  because  he  could  not  get  sup- 
plies for  his  men  at  that  place.  It  would  be  better  to  leave  Captain 
Eichards,  Company  A,  Captain  Billingsley,  Company  C,  Captain  Chil- 
dress, Company  I,  above,  because  a  portion  of  their  companies  having 
been  heretofore  captured  in  this  region,  they  would  be  running  more 
risk  than  the  other  companies  by  going  into  it  again.  I  would  suggest 
that  each  company  should  be  concentrated — that  is,  all  the  detachments 
of  companies  brought  together  and  placed  under  their  own  officers. 
They  will  not  only  work  better  but  are  more  easily  controlled,  and  will 
attend  better  to  their  stock  and  other  company  property.  Major  Tyler 
can  be  sent  to  me  here  with  all  the  companies  and  fragments  of  com- 
panies which  are  above,  and  I  can  send  the  detachments  of  companies 
which  I  have  to  the  points  you  may  designate  or  to  their  companies. 
In  conclusion,  you  may  rest  assured  that  it  will  take  tremendous  efforts 
to  clear  up  this  country.  There  is  no  doubt  of  it  whatever.  My  men 
and  horses  are  now  pretty  well  worn  out,  but  with  a  few  days'  rest  will 
be  able  and  ready  to  take  the  field  again. 

I  send  this  report  to  you  by  Lieut.  Hugh  L.  Scott,  who  has  been  with 

me  all  the  time,  and  knows  all  about  the  facts  of  which  I  have  written, 

and  can  give  you  any  additional  information  you  may  desire ;  I  would 

come  myself  but  am  so  entirely  broken  down  that  I  am  unable  to  ride. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  JOHNSON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Detachment. 

Col.  Cicero  Maxwell, 

Commanding  District  of  Southwest  Kentucky. 


JULY  17-18, 1864. — Scont  from  Colnmbas  to  Hickman,  Ey. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Robert  Y.  Bradford,  Seventh  Tennessee  ( Union)  Cavalry. 

Leaving  Columbus,  Ky.,  on  the  17th,  11  p.  m.,  on  board  the  steamer 
Convoy  No.  2,  and  landing  thirteen  miles  below  Hickman,  Ky.,  then 
moving  out  some  five  miles  to  the  brother's  of  the  rebel  Captain  Camp- 
bell, surrounding  his  house  completely,  finding  some  pistol  caps  and 
buckshot,  1  single-barreled  shotgun,  1  small  single-barreled  pistol,  but 
no  rebel  soldiers,  bringing  off  with  the  detachment  2  citizens.  Then, 
marching  directly  to  Mr.  Fleetwood's,  only  missing  the  rebel  captain 
and  five  men  some  ten  minutes,  getting  his  uniform  jacket,  hat,  and 
feathers,  also,  finding  in  his  jacket  pocket  fifty  dollars  in  Confederate 
money.  Then  moving  in  haste  after  said  Captain  Campbell,  pursuing 
him  for  some  miles,  caught  2  of  his  men,  missing  him.  With  the  2  men 
we  captured  1  horse,  2  double-barreled  shotguns,  1  navy  six.  Then 
moving  on  to  Hickman,  getting  there  at  near  10  o'clock ;  being  informed 
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that  tlie  rebel  captain  Lad  just  gone  tbrougli  the  town  to  meet  the  rebel 
Colonel  Outlaw,  who  was  coming  into  Hickman  for  the  purpose  of  col- 
lecting rebel  soldiers  who  were  subject  to  draft  or  conscript,  also  noti- 
fying those  that  had  deserted  to  return  to  their  commands.  Leaving 
Hickman  near  11  o'clock,  marched  direct  to  Moscow,  then  directly  to 
Columbus,  arriving  near  6  o'clock. 

EOBEET  Y.  BRADFOED, 
First  Lieutenant,  Seventh  Tennessee  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Albekt  C.  Fuller, 

Post  Adjutant. 


JULY  24,  1864.— Skirmish  near  Collienrille,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Lorenzo  JD.  Durhin,  Forty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Hbqrs.  Detach.  Forty-sixth  Eegt.  Iowa  Infantry, 

Gamp  Lookout,  Tenn.,  July  30, 1864. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  Army  Eegulations,  I  herewith  transmit 
a  report  of  a  skirmish  had  Sunday,  24th  instant,  by  a  squad  of  sixteen 
men  of  my  command  with  thirty  guerrillas,  twenty  miles  east  of  Mem- 
phis, on  the-Memphis  and  Charleston  Eailroad,  near  our  camp,  in  which 
I  had  3  men  wounded — Captain  Wolf,  of  Company  I,  and  Privates 
Leonidas  Brown  severely,  and  John  Diltz  sli'ghtly,  and  4  taken  prison- 
ers, viz,  Sergt.  James  Thompson,  Privates  .John  Duncan,  William  Hall, 
and  F.  M.  Brown,  with  a  loss  to  the  guerrillas  of  2  killed  and  3  wounded ; 
among  the  latter  was  their  chief. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  D.  DUEBIN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Detachment. 
Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army. 


JULY  25-28, 1864.  —Expedition  from  Decator  to  Courtland,  Ala.,  and  skirmish. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — CoL  William  T.  C.  Grower,  Seventeenth  New  York  Infantry,  commanding 

Third  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 
No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  John  Rheinlander,  Twenty-Fifth  Indiana  Infantry. 
No.  3. — Maj.  Edwin  M.  Hulburd,  Eighteenth  Michigan  Infantry. 
No.  4. — Lieut.  Col.  Charles  H.  De  Groat,  Thirty-Second  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  William  T.  C.  Grower,  Seventeenth  New  York  Infantry, 
commanding  Third  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Fourth  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps, 

Decatur,  Ala.,  July  29, 1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  orders 
from  the  general  commanding,  I  marched  from  this  post  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  25th  instant,  Avith  the  following  forces,  viz,  250  men  of  the  Twenty- 
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flftli  Regiment  Indiana  Volnnteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rbeiulander ;  the 
Thirty-second  Wisconsin  Yoluuteers,  400  men,  Lieutenant-Colonel  De 
Groat  commanding;  200  men  of  the  Eighteenth  Keginient  Michigan 
Volunteers,  Major  Hulburd ;  battalion  Third  Tennessee  Cavalry,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Minuis  commanding,  and  a  section  of  First  Ohio  Bat- 
tery,* Lieutenant  Davis.  I  marched  nine  miles  the  same  evening,  and 
encamped  on  Fox  Creek. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26tb  •!  had  trees  felled,  &c.,  and  made  prepa- 
rations as  though  for  a  permanent  camp,  taking  no  pains  to  disguise 
my  position  from  the  enemy  (in  accordance  with  my  instructions),  and 
also  sent  out  scouting  parties  of  cavalry  in  all  directions.  A  battalion 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  reported  encamped  on  Maillard  Creek,  five 
miles  distant,  and  Patterson's  main  force  at  Pond  Springs.  Portions 
of  the  cavalry  of  my  command  skirmished  with  the  enemy  du^ring  the 
day  and  captured  1  lieutenant  and  4  privates  from  him.  I  left  the  biv- 
ouac on  Fox  Creek  during  the  night  of  the  20th,  moving  by  the  direct 
road  to  Courtland,  but  sending  the  Thirty-second  Eegiment,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  De  Groat,  with  orders  to  move  by  and  parallel  to  the  railroad 
and  take  position  on  the  Courtland  road,  so  as  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of 
the  enemy.  I  arrived  at  Pond  Springs  at  4  o'clock,  but  discovered  be- 
fore I  reached  there  that  the  enemy  had  fallen  back,  some  hours  pre- 
viously, to  Courtland,  where  I  arrived  about  9  a.  m.  My  advance 
guard  of  infantry  encountered  the  enemy's  picket  at  the  village,  who 
fell  back  before  them,  firing  from  the  streets  and  houses  upon  my  men. 
I  found  the  main  force  of  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  line  in  a  strong  posi- 
tion on  Big  Name  Creek,  one-half  mile  beyond  the  town,  where  he  had 
the  benefit  of  some  old  breast- works  and  were  some  (500  strong,  composed, 
as  I  ascertained  afterward,  of  a  portion  of  Patterson's  own  regiment, 
Colonel  Nixon's  regiment,  and  Ferrell's  [battery]  and  Stuart's  battal- 
ion; a  Colonel  Carter  was  also  expected  to  join  him  with  200  men. 
As  I  advanced  to  the  outskirts  of  the  town  I  was  opened  on  by  a  sharp 
fire  of  musketry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  I  at  once  deployed  my 
forces,  holding  the  Twenty-fifth  Indiana  in  reserve  and  deploying  the 
Eighteenth  Michigan  and  Thirty-second  Wisconsin  as  skirmishers,  and 
opened  on  the  earth-works  with  my  12-pounders.  In  ten  minutes  after 
these  dispositions  were  made  I  ordered  the  whole  line  forward,  when 
the  rebels  were  discovered  retreating  toward  the  Tuscumbia  road. 
Some  time  necessarily  elapsed  before  the  troops  could  cross  tlie  ford, 
which  was  somewhat  difficult,  so  that  the  enemy  got  considerable  start. 
I  at  once  ordered  the  cavalry  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Minnis  to  pur- 
sue the  enemy  and  capture  all  he  could  of  tiiem.  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Minnis  reported  that  he  pursued  the  enemy  four  miles,  but  owing  to 
the  jaded  condition  of  his  horses  he  was  unable  to  come  up  with  them, 
even  with  some  of  his  best  horses  in  advance.  The  road  was  strewn 
with  blankets,  haversacks,  canteens,  &c.,  and  a  number  of  small-arms 
were  found  on  the  field  and  in  the  road  taken  by  the  flying  enemy. 
Our  loss  2  killed  and  4  wounded,  viz :  t  The  enemy's  loss  could  not  be 
ascertained  with  exactness,  but  must  have  been  considerable;  4  are 
known  to  have  been  killed,  and  citizens  report  that  their  ambulances 
went  by  full  of  wounded. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  add  that  the  conduct  of  the  troops  was  excellent, 
and  also  that  if  the  results  of  the  expedition  were  not  substantial  it 
was  owing  to  the  small  force  of  cavalry  (but  200),  inclusive  of  officers. 

'Battery  F,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery.  t Nominal  list  omitted. 
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I  encamped  ou  Big  Name  Creek  on  the  night  of  the  27th  and  the  next 
morning  started  at  4  o'clock  for  Decatur,  where  I  arrived  at  3  p.  m.  the 
same  day. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  T.  C.  GROWER, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Third  Brigade. 
Captain  GtArdner, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  Bheinlander,  Twenty-fifth  Indiana  Infantry. 

Heabquartebs  Twenty-fifth  Indiana  Infantry, 

Decatur,  Ala.,  July  28, 1864. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  received,  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  late 
expedition. 

According  to  orders,  this  regiment  left  camp  at  Decatur,  Ala.,  at  3 
p.  m.  the  25th  instant,  with  three  days' rations  in  haversacks;  marched 
to  the  town  of  Courtland,  Ala.,  a  distance  of  twenty  miles,  when  a  spirited 
engagement  ensued,  lasting  half  an  hour,  when  the  enemy  retreated. 
No  casualties  in  this  regiment.  Returned  to  camp  at  Decatur,  Ala.,  at 
3  p.  m.  July  28, 18G4. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  RHEINLANDER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  John  P.  Hollers, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  3. 
Report  of  Maj.  Edwin  M.  Hulburd,  Eighteenth  Michigan  Infantry. 
Headquarters  Eighteenth  Michigan  Infantry, 


'■J 


Decatur,  Ala.,  July  28,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  Eighteenth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry  in  the  late  expedition 
to  Courtland  under  command  of  Colonel  Grower: 

On  the  25th  instant,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  reported  to  Colonel 
Grower  with  200  men  and  three  days'  rations  at  3  p.  m.  I  was  as- 
signed for  position  the  rear  of  the  infantry  column.  My  command 
took  no  special  part  in  the  expedition  until  the  morning  of  the  27th, 
when,  on  moving  out  from  Pond  Springs,  I  was  given  the  advance. 
Company  B,  Captain  Hinckley  commanding,  was  thrown  forward  as 
advance  guard,  and  on  nearing  Courtland  was  deployed  as  skirmish- 
ers. As  we  entered  Courtland  I  was  ordered  to  re-enforce  the  skir- 
mish line,  and  sent  forward  Company  G,  Lieutenant  Clark  command- 
ing.   As  we  passed  through  the  town,  it  appearing  that  our  skirmish 
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line  was  briskly  engaged,  I  was  ordered  to  deploy  my  battalion  as 
skirmisbers  and  move  through  a  corn-field  in  front  of  us  and  draw 
the  enemy's  fire,,  which  I  proceeded  to  do.  As  we  came  out  of  the  corn 
we  were  received  with  a  pretty  hot  fire  from  the  enemy,  who  appeared 
to  be  posted  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  creek,  which  ran  obliquely 
across  the  left  of  my  line  of  skirmishers.  I  moved  my  skirmishers  for- 
ward under  cover  of  the  railroad,  which  ran  between  me  and  the  enemy 
parallel  with  their  line  and  afforded  good  cover.  Here  we  received  a 
sharp  and  continuous  tire  from  the  enemy.  I  soon  discovered  a  move- 
ment which  I  thotight  to  be  an  attempt  to  get  around  our  right  into 
what  appeared  to  be  an  earth-work  on  my  right,  and  the  right  of  my 
line  being  thrown  pretty  far  forward,  I  retired  to  the  cover  of  the  fence 
of  the  corn-field  and  sent  my  adjutant  to  report  to  Colonel  G[rower]. 
As  we  fell  back  the  enemy  opened  on  us  with  a  howitzer.  I  then  received 
orders  to  deploy  my  two  reserve  companies  and  move  forward  to  the 
earth-work  on  my  right,  which  I  did;  but  our  artillery  opened  on  them 
at  this  time,  when  their  fire  ceased  and  they  left  in  haste.  This  ended 
the  affair,  so  far  as  the  infantry  was  concerned.  I  then  received  orders 
to  move  my  battalion  across  the  creek  in  column  by  company,  which  I 
did,  when  Ave  formed  line,  stacked  arms,  and  rested  for  the  day.  Ke- 
turning,  we  left  Courtland  this  morning  at  3  a.  m.,  the  Thirty-second 
Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry  leading  and  my  command  next  in  order. 
Nothing  occurred  on  our  return  march  worthy  of  note,  and  we  arrived 
at  camp  at  3.30  p.  m.  After  retiring  from  the  railroad  bank,  and  while 
lying  under  cover  of  the  fence,  I  had  1  man  killed,  which  was  the  only 
casualty  in  my  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  M.  HULBURD, 
Major,  Commanding  Eighteenth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Lieut.  John  P.  Hollers, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  4. 

Lieut.  Col.  Charles  H.  De  Groat,  Thirty-second  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Thikty-second  Eegt.  Wisconsin  Vol.  Inpty., 

Decatur,  Ala.,  July  39,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  2ot]i  of  July,  at  3  p.  m., 
the  regiment  moved  out  on  the  Courtland  road  eight  miles  and  biv- 
ouacked for  the  night. 

July  2G,  moved  forward  one  mile  and  remained  through  the  day.  In 
obedience  to  orders,  I  moved  at  (i  p.  m.  with  the  regiment  in  a  southerly 
direction  until  we  reached  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad.  On 
the  march  several  shots  were  fired  by  the  enemy's  pickets  stationed  on 
the  Hillsborough  and  Moulton  road.  After  striking  the  railroad  we 
marched  west  on  the  track  a  distance  of  about  four  miles  to  within  half 
a  mile  of  the  junction  with  the  Courtland  road  and  halted.  Here  we 
ascertained  that,  the  enemy's  pickets  were  stationed  at  the  junction. 
Leaving  the  railroad  track  at  this  point  I  moved  in  a  southerly  direction 
across  a  strip  of  timber  some  forty  rods  in  width  and  came  to  open 
fields.    Moved  on  in  this  direction  a  distance  judged  one  mile,  thence  in 
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a  westerly  direction  about  one  mile  and  halted.  Eemaining  at  this  point 
until  2  a.  m.  of  the  27th  I  again  moved  parallel  to  railroad  until  I  crossed 
the  mountain  road,  then  in  a  northerly  direction  to  Pond  Springs,  arriv- 
ing at  4  a.  m.  No  pickets  were  discovered  after  leaving  the  railroad 
track.  Taking  a  short  rest  at  Pond  Springs  moved  to  Courtland,  Ala., 
arriving  at  8  a.  m.  Here  the  enemy  made  a  threatening  demonstration 
and,  receiving  orders,  the  regiment  was  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and 

after  smart  skirmishing  advanced  across creek,  the  enemy  falling 

back.  Here  we  remained  during  the  day.  In  obedience  of  orders,  at 
3  a.  m.  the  28th,  we  started  on  the  return  march,  arriving  at  Decatur 
the  same  day. 

In  the  skirmish  at  Courtland  Private  Albert  J.  Harmon,  Company  C, 
killed ;  Privates  Duane  E.  Moore,  Company  B,  John  W.  Fairbanks,  Will- 
iam E.  Forward,  and  Alvin  Blood,  Company  E,  wounded. 

No  officer  nor  soldier  can  be  named  as  having  particularly  distinguished 
himself  without  injustice  to  others,  as  all  conducted  themselves  as  be- 
cometh  good  soldiers. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DE  GROAT, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Comdg.  Thirty-second  Regiment  Wisconsin  Infty. 

Col.  William  T.  C.  Grower, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade. 


JULY  26-27,  1864.— Expedition  from  Faducah  to  Haddix's  Ferry,  Ey.,  and 

skirmish. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  M.  Pech,  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  Illinois 

Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  182b  Eegt.  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers, 

laducah,  Ky.,  July  37,  1864. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  according  to  orders 
received  I  embarked  on  board  the  steam-boat  Olive,  with  Captain  Dunn, 
commanding  detachment  of  the  Eighth  U.  S.  Colored  Artillery  (Heavy), 
and  400  men;  Capt.  Hugh  Shepard,  commanding  detachment  200  men 
One  hundred  and  thirty-second  Eegiment  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers, 
at  10.30  p.  ni.  July  26,  and  left  about  11  p.  m.,  having  been  detained  for 
a  short  time  to  obtain  a  i)ilot  for  the  Tennessee  River  and  a  guide  for 
the  march.  We  arrived  at  Haddix's  Ferry  at  20  minutes  to  2  a.  m. 
July  27.  Having  previously  arranged  with  Captain  Greggory,  of  the 
Kentucky  home  guards,  to  meet  us  at  the  ferry  I  waited  some  time 
there  for  him.  Finding  that  we  should  not  have  suflicient  time  to 
reach  Clark  River  before  daylight,  I  started  at  2.30  o'clock  on  the  ex- 
pedition overland  without  the  home  guards.  One  mile  inland  I  found, 
on  search,  that  one  house  was  vacated  in  seeming  great  haste,  and 
marks  of  footsteps  in  the  dust  of  the  road  showed  that  some  one  had 
preceded  us  (as  it  afterward  turned  out)  to  inform  the  citizens  of  our 
approach  and  warn  the  guerrillas  of  danger.  Arriving  at  a  point  about 
five  miles  from  the  ferry  it  became  apparent  from  the  tracks  in  the  road 
that  we  were  among  the  enemy.  I  ordered  an  advance  guard  of  twelve 
picked  men  from  the  Eighth  U.  S.  Colored  Artillery  (Heavy),  under 
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Lieutenants  Cherry  and  Hemenover,  to  surround  the  neighboring  houses 
and  obtain  what  information  they  could  of  the  enemy's  Avhereabouts. 
Every  one  of  the  occupants  seemed  ignorant  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  and  would  give  us  no  information.  At  last  one  house  was  sur- 
rounded and  two  men  found  in  it,  with  Enfield  rifles  loaded  and  capped, 
also  a  brace  of  heavy  navy  pistols.  We  took  them  prisoners,  and  there- 
upon others  of  the  enemy  appeared  and  a  general  skirmish  ensued, 
which  lasted  three  hours,  I  ordered  200  men  from  the  One  hundred 
and  thirty-second  Eegiment  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers  and  Eighth 
Colored  Artillery  (Heavy)  to  deploy  as  skirmishers  through  woods  and 
corn-fields.  They  met  small  detachments  of  the  enemy  and  men  who 
claim  to  belong  to  the  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry  (Confederate)  and  com- 
pletely routed  them.  We  brought  in  7  prisoners  and  delivered  them  to 
the  guard-house;  but  captured  many  others,  who  were  reijorted  to  have 
escaped  or  been  shot  while  attempting  to  escape.  Five  guerrillas  were 
killed  and  several  wounded.  We  had  no  casualty,  except  the  wound- 
ing of  Captain  Shepard  through  the  fleshy  part  of  the  thumb  while 
having  a  hand  to  hand  encounter  with  a  guerrilla.  Some  twenty  horses 
and  mules  were  also  captured.  One  dwelling,  a  notorious  rendezvous 
for  guerrillas,  was  burned  while  the  skirmish  Avas  in  progress.  The 
cause  of  the  fire  could  not  be  ascertained. 

To  officers  and  men  of  both  detachments  great  praise  is  due  for  their 
bravery  and  soldierly  deportment.  To  Captains  Dunn  and  Shepard, 
<and  also  to  Adjt.  Daniel  Merriman,  Lieutenant  Hemenover,  One  hun- 
dred and  thirty-second  Eegiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  my  thanks 
are  due  for  their  unflinching  courage  and  obedience  to  orders.  Captain 
Shepard  and  Lieutenant  Merriman  each  had  a  personal  encounter  with 
the  enemy,  and  each  captured  or  shot  his  opponent. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  PECK, 
Major  132d  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  Gomdg.  Expedition. 

Capt.  Phelps  Paine, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


JULT  28,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Long's  Mills,  near  Mulberry  Oap,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Col.  William  Y.  Billard,  Thirty-fourth  Kentucky  Infantry., 
commanding  First  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps. 

Headquarters, 
Cumberland  Gap,  July  29,  1864. 
Colonel  Davis  has  just  returned  from  a  scout.    He  fought  the  rebels 
at  Long's  Mills  yesterday  near  Mulberry  Gap,  whipping  them  badly, 
killing  and  wounding  21,  capturing  8  prisoners  and  20  horses.    No  one 
hurt  on  our  side. 

W.  Y.  DILLARD, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  W.  P.  Ammen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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AUGUST  1-3, 1864.— Pursuit  of  Confederates  from  Athens,  Tenn.,  into  Ncrth 
Carolina,  and  skirmishes  (1st)  at  Athens,  Tenn.,  and  (2d)  near  Murphy, 
N.  C. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1 — Lieut.  Col.  Michael  L.  Patterson,  Fourth  Tennessee  Infantry,  commanding 

Third  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  of  skirmish  at 

Athens,  Tenn. 
No.  2. — Capt.  Joshua  S.  Preble,  First  Ohio  Heavy  Artillery,  of  the  pursuit  of  the 

Confederates  and  skirmish  near  Murphy,  N.  C. 
No.  3. — Capt.  Samuel  Bivens,  First  Ohio  Heavy  Artillery,  of  the  pursuit  of  the 

Confederates  and  skirmish  near  Murphy,  N.  C. 

No.  1. 

Beport  of  Lieut.  Col.  Michael  L.  Patterson^  Fourth  Tennessee  Infantry, 
commanding  Third  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps,  of  skirmish  at  Athens,  Tenn. 

Hdqes.  Third  Beig.,  Fourth  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

Loudon,  Tenn.,  August  1, 1864. 
General  :  The  rebels  about  fifty  strong  attacked  our  forces  at  Athens 
this  morniiig  at  8  o'clock  and  fought  some  time,  our  forces  killing  2, 
wounding  3,  and  taking  1  prisoner,  and  then  the  rebels  retreated  south- 
ward from  that  jilace.  I  sent  a  squad  of  ninety  men,  commanded  by 
Captain  Bivens,  by  this  morning's  train,  by  direction  of  Captain  Ammen, 
assistant  adjutant-general. 
The  following  is  a  telegram  I  have  just  received : 

Athens,  August  1,  1864. 
The  rebels  were  here  fifty  strong ;  eight  men  fought  them,  killing  2  and  wounding 
1,  who  says  they  are  Captain  Holland's  men,  Georgia.    We  mounted  seventy-five  of 
our  men,  under  command  of  Captains  Bivens  and  Preble,  and  started  in  pursuit  at  1 
o'clock.    I  am  in  command  of  reserve.    The  rebels  left  at  11  a.  m. 

B.  C.  MILLER, 
Lieutenant,  First  Ohio  Seavij  Artillery  Volunteers. 

Train  passed  Athens  at  6  o'clock  this  evening;  will  be  at  Lenoir's 
probably  ere  this  can  reach  you.  I  will  send  it  ahead  as  soon  as  it  ar- 
rives here. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  PATTERSON, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  Ammen, 

Comdg.  Fourth  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Capt.  Joshua  S.  Preble,  First  Ohio  Heavy  Artillery,  of  the 
pursuit  of  the  Confederates  and  skirmish  near  Murphy,  ^.  C. 

Hdqrs.  Co.  L,  First  Ohio  Vol.  Heavy  Artillery, 

Loudon,  Tenn.,  August  5, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  1st  day  of  August,  in  ac- 
cordance with  instructions  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Patterson,  command- 
ing post  at  Loudon,  Tenn.,  I  repaired  (with  Captain  Bivens,  commanding 
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a  squad  of  eighty  men  detailed  from  Companies  M,  L,  C,  and  H,  First 
Ohio  Volunteer  Heavy  Artillery,  for  the  purpose  of  driving  a  band  of 
guerrillas)  to  Athens,  Tenn.  We  arrived  at  the  latter  place  at  12  m. 
of  said  day  to  find  the  rebels  gone.  In  accordance  with  my  instructions 
I  then  took  command  of  the  detachment.  I  pressed  all  the  horses  and 
mules  I  could  find  and  mounted  sixty  of  my  men,  and  with  them  and 
five  citizens,  at  1.30  p.  m.,  started  in  pursuit.  We  pushed  on  some 
thirty  miles  until  it  became  dark,  following  the  trail  of  the  scoundrels, 
which  was  a  wide  one,  they  having  plundered  everything  indiscrimi- 
nately which  came  in  their  way.  At  3  o'clock  next  morning  we  again 
started  in  piirsuit,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  most  of  my  men  were 
poorly  mounted,  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  keep  up.  At  11  a.  m.  I 
came  up  with  the  enemy  near  the  village  of  Murphy,  in  North  Caro- 
lina, sixty-five  miles  from  Athens.  With  fifteen  of  my  men,  all  who 
had  come  up,  I  charged  on  the  enemy.  We  killed  10  and  wounded  a 
number  more.  We  captured  18  horses,  6  mules,  20  guns,  4  revolvers, 
and  2  small  pistols,  and  a  number  of  other  articles.  We  took  no  pris- 
oners. It  is  needless  to  add  that  the  enemy  were  completely  demoral- 
ized and  fled  in  every  direction.  Our  loss  was  1  citizen-soldier  killed. 
My  men  being  very  much  fatigued  and  our  horses  completely  done 
up,  without  rations  or  forage,  I  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  pursue 
farther,  and  commenced  our  return,  reaching  Athens  next  day  at  2 
p.  m.  and  reaching  Loudon  on  the  4th  instant. 

It  is  with  extreme  pleasure  1  give  my  testimony  to  the  good  conduct 
of  the  brave  men  under  my  command.  For  three  days,  over  a  very  rough 
and  mountainous  country,  with  but  one  meal,  did  these  brave  men  toil 
on,  yet  not  [one]  word  of  murmuring  was  heard,  but  all  were  anxious 
for  the  fray.  I  have  only  to  regret  that  my  men  were  not  better 
mounted,  so  that  they  could  have  "  been  in  at  the  death,"  for  in  that 
event  I  think  I  could  have  rid  the  earth  of  all  the  cursed  gang. 

The  enemy's  force  consisted  of  part  of  the  outlaw  and  murderer 
Vaughn's  force  and  numbered  sixty-three  men,  all  well  mounted,  but 
under  whose  immediate  command  I  could  not  learn. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  S.  FEEBLE, 
Captain  Co.  L,  First  Ohio  Vol.  Heavy  Arty.,  Comdff.  Detachment. 

Brigadier-General  Ammen, 

Comdg.  Fourth  Division,  Tioenty-third  Army  Corps. 


No.  3. 


Report  of  Capt.  Samuel  Bivens,  First  Ohio  Heavy  Artillery,  of  the  pur- 
suit of  the  Confederates  and  skirmish  near  Murphy,  N.  C. 

Hdqrs.  Co.  C,  First  Ohio  Vol.  Heavy  Artillery, 

Loudon,  Tenn.,  August  5, 1864. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  Monday,  August  1, 1864,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  Athens,  Tenn.,  and  on  arriving  there  found  that  the  rebel  forces 
had  left.  I  then  pressed  all  the  horses  belonging  to  citizens  that  I  could 
find.  In  all  I  had  sixty-one  men  armed,  equipped,  and  mounted.  We 
then  started  in  pursuit  of  the  rebel  forces,  which  were  reported  to  be 
four  hours  ahead  of  us.  We  then  marched  until  10  o'clock  at  night,  a 
distance  of  thirty  miles,  and  finding  the  roads  so  bad  and  a  heavy  rain 
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approaching  we  then  bivouacked  in  an  old  church  for  the  night.  We 
started  next  morning  at  daybreak  in  pursuit,  and  after  traveling  a 
distance  of  six  miles  we  came  to  where  they  had  encamped.  We  then 
found  it  much  easier  to  follow  them,  as  a  heavy  rain  had  fallen  during 
the  night  and  their  footmarks  were  very  plain.  We  then  followed  them 
up  and  down  the  gorgeous  mountains  as  fast  as  our  horses  could  travel, 
and,  in  fact,  many  of  them  fell  by  the  roadside,  being  entirely  run  down, 
and  their  riders  were  compelled  to  follow  on  foot.  About  11  o'clock  our 
advance  (about  fifteen  men  in  all)  came  up  with  the  rebel  forces  and  we 
attacked  them.  The  first  fire  the  rebels  broke  in  confusion.  We  then 
had  a  running  fight  for  a  distance  of  one  mile,  killing  8  or  10  of  their 
number,  capturing  18  horses,  6  mules,  and  about  18  stand  of  arms,  be- 
sides numerous  articles  of  plunder  which  they  had  stolen  from  Union 
citizens.  The  only  casualty  that  occurred  in  my  command  was  an  old 
citizen  by  the  name  of  Rue ;  he  was  killed  instantly  by  a  ball  passing  near 
his  heart.  Many  of  the  rebels  left  their  horses  and  took  to  the  moun- 
tains on  foot.  We  then  dismounted  and  threw  out  our  men  on  either  side 
of  the  road  and  advanced  about  one  mile.  We  then  found  it  necessary  to 
turn  back,  as  our  horses  were  run  down,  having  traveled  a  distance 
of  sixty  miles  without  any  food,  over  as  rough  a  road  as  there  is  in  Forth 
Carolina.  After  getting  together  our  stock  and  plunder  we  started  for 
Athens,  and  were  compelled  to  travel  thirty  miles  before  we  could  get 
anything  to  eat  for  our  men  or  horses.  Many  of  the  horses  being  run 
down,  we  were  compelled  to  leave  them  on  the  mountains,  which  were 
replaced  by  those  that  were  captured.  We  arrived  at  Athens'Wednes- 
day  evening,  and  found  owners  for  all  our  captured  stock  except  three 
mules,  which  were  branded  "U.  S."  I  turned  them  over  to  Captain 
Holloc,  acting  in  concert  with  the  provost-marshal  of  Athens  in  raising 
and  mounting  a  com  j)any  of  scouts  for  McMiun  County.  I  let  the  Union 
citizens  around  Athens  have  the  captured  arms,  as  they  seem  very 
anxious  to  defend  their  homes,  and  are  almost  without  arms. 

While  gone  we  traveled  a  distance  of  120  miles,  over  as  rough  country 
as  there  is  in  North  Carolina,  in  the  short  space  of  forty-eight  hours, 
without  food  for  our  horses  or  men. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  BIVENS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Scouts. 
Col.  M.  L.  Patterson, 

Comtnanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Loudon,  Tenn. 


AUGUST  1-5,  1864. — Scout  from  Strawberry  Plains  to  Greeneville,  Tenn., 
and  skirmish  (2d)  at  Morristown. 

Beport  of  Lieut.  Col.  Luther  S.  Trowbridge,  Tenth  Michigan  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Tenth  Michigan  Cavalry, 

Strawberry  Plains,  Hast  Tenn.,  August  6, 1864. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my 
operations  in  attempting  to  carry  out  special  instructions  from  head- 
quarters Tenth  Michigan  Cavalry  of  date  July  31  ultimo,  regarding  the 
destruction  of  the  railroad  bridges  over  the  Holston  and  Watauga 
Rivers : 

I  left  camp  with  250  men  and  one  mountain  howitzer  on  Monday 
morning,  the  1st  instant. 
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On  the  2(1  instaut,  atMorristown,  1  met  a  party  of  the  enemy,  about 
110  strong,  under  command  of  Major  Arnold.  I  immediately  engaged 
them,  and  after  a  short  fight  they  retired  with  a  loss  of  1  officer  mor- 
tally wounded,  so  that  he  died  two  days  afterward,  and  5  men  wounded, 
who  succeeded  in  getting  away.  1  feared  that  this  early  discovery  of 
our  movenifint  would  prevent  its  successful  execution  unless  this  party 
could  be  cut  off  in  some  way.  Therefore,  learning  at  Eussellville  that 
they  had  taken  the  Bull's  Gap  road,  I  detached  Major  Smith,  with  four 
companies,  to  get  in  their  rear  beyond  Bull's  Gap.  I  felt  confideiit  that 
they  would  make  a  stand  at  Bull's  Gap,  but  much  to  my  surprise  they 
did  not  stop,  but  took  the  Snapp's  Perry  road,  leading  toward  Kings- 
port.  Failing  to  cut  them  off,  I  encamped  for  the  night  at  Blue  Springs 
and  went  the  next  morning  to  Greeneville.  Here,  from  the  best  infor- 
mation that  I  could  get,  I  learned  that  there  were  from  2o0  to  300  of 
the  enemy  at  Johnson's  Depot,  seven  miles  beyond  Jonesborough,  where 
the  headquarters  of  Vaughn's  brigade  had  been  established ;  about  50 
at  Carter's  Station;  about  100  at  ZoUicoffer;  Morgan's  headquarters 
at  Bristol,  while  there  were  many  scattering  bands  of  scouts  through 
the  country.  The  whole  number  of  armed  men  west  of  Bristol  was  esti- 
mated at  not  over  1,000.  When  at  Eussellville  I  heard  that  there  was 
a  party  of  about  150  at  Rogersville,  which  afterward  proved  true^ 
though  I  did  not  credit  the  report  at  that  time.  That  party  passed 
through  Bull's  Gap  on  Wednesday,  the  3d  instant.  In  view  of  all  these 
facts  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  proceed  farther  than  Greeneville. 
The  enemy  could  easily  concentrate  a  force  which,  with  the  aid  of  their 
works  at  the  bridges,  would  give  me  great  trouble,  and  an  attempt  and 
failure  would  be  worse  than  a  withdrawal.  I  therefore  returned  from 
Greeneville  on  the  3d  instant,  and  arrived  safely  in  camp  last  evening. 
While  I  was  very  loath  to  abandon  the  expedition,  it  seemed  to  be  the 
only  course  dictated  by  prudence.  If  it  shall  be  desired  to  renew  the 
undertaking  I  shall  be  glad  to  do  it  at  any  time  and  with  any  force 
which  the  general  commanding  may  think  best. 
Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  S.  TROWBRIDGE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  B.  W.  S.  ISTeff, 

Aide-de-Gamp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


AUGUST  1-30,  1864.— Expedition  &om  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Oxford,  Miss. 

SXTIUMIA-RY    Oin   THE    PRINCIPA-L    IDVENTS. 

Aug.       7-9,  1864. — Skirmishos  at  the  Tallahatchie  River,  Miss. 
9,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Hurricane  Creek,  Miss. 

Skirmish  at  Oxford,  Miss. 
10,  1864. — Skirmish  at  the  Tallahatchie  Eiver,  Miss. 
13-14,  1864. — Skirmishes  at  Hurricane  Creek,  Miss. 
14,  186-1. — Skirmish  at  Lamar,  Miss. 
19,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Hurricane  Creek,  Miss. 
23,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Abbeville,  Miss. 

RBFORTS,  ETC. 

No.    1. — Itinerary  of  the  First  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  commanded  by  Brig. 

Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower,  XJ.  S.  Army. 
No.    2. — Col.  De  Witt  C.  Thomas,  Ninety-third  Indiana  Infantry,  First  Brigade. 
I^o.    8. — Col.  Lucius  F.    Hubbard,  Fifth  Minnesota  Infantry,  commanding  Second 

Brigade. 
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No.    4. — Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  R.  Baker,  Forty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.    5. — Col.  Joseph  J.  Woods,  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

No.    6.— Col.  Sylvester  G.  Hill,  Thirty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry. 

No.  7. — Col.  William  T.  Shaw,  Fourteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Di- 
vision. 

No.  8. — Col.  Charles  D.  Murray,  Eighty-ninth  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding  First 
Brigade. 

No.    9. — Col.  Thomas  J.  Kinney,  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  10. — ^Lieut.  Col.  Edwin  Moore,  Twenty-first  Missouri  Infantry. 

No.  H. — Col.  James  I.  Gilbert,  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade. 

No.  12. — Col.  Edward  H.  Wolfe,  Fifty-second  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade. 

No.  13. — Col.  Phineas  Pease,  Forty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  14. — Lieut.  Col.  Jonathan  Merriam,  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  Illinois  In- 
fantry. 

No.  15. — Maj.  Robert  McWilliams,  One  hundred  and  seventeentli  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  16. — Capt.  Eli  Mattocks,  Fifty-second  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  17. — Lieut.  John  W.  Lowell,  Battery  G,  Second  Illinois  Light  Artillery. 

No.  18. — Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  H.  Griersou,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 

No.  19. — Brig.  Gen.  Edward  Hatch,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division. 

No.  20. — Maj.  Charles  C.  Horton,  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  Second  Brigade. 

No.  21. — Col.  Joseph  Karg^,  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  commanding  Second  Di- 
vision. 

No.  22. — Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  C.  Hess,  Nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  commanding 
First  Brigade. 

No.  23. — Col.  John  W.  Noble,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 

No.  24. — Col.  William  L.  Duckworth,  Seventh  Tennessee  (Confederate)  Cavalry. 

No.  25. — Lieut.  Col.  David  C.  Kelley,  Twenty-sixth  Tennessee  (Confederate)  Cavalry 
Battalion. 

No.  26.— Capt.  Charles  T.  Biser,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Itinerary  of  the  First  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  commanded  hy 
Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower,  U.  8.  Army.* 

August  1-3. — The  division  moved  by  railroad  from  Memphis  to  La 
Grange,  Teun. 

,  August  9. — Marched  to  tlie  Tallahatchie  Kiver;  thence  to  Oxford, 
Miss. ;  thence  back  to  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  and  moved  to  Memphis  by 
railroad  [,  reaching  there  at  end  of  month]. 

August  10. — Engaged  in  skirmish  at  the  Tallahatchie. 

August  14. — Skirmish  at  Hurricane  Creek. 

August  23. — Skirmish  at  Abbeville. 

Distance  marched,  IOC  miles. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  De  Witt  C.  Thomas,  Ninety-third  Indiana  Infantry,  First 

Brigade. 

[August,  1864.] 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the 
colonel  commanding  brigade  that  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  ultimo 
this  regiment,  together  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  em- 

"  From  return  for  August,  1864. 
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barked  on  tlie  cars  at  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Kailroad  depot  in 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  proceeded  by  rail  to  La  Grange,  Tenn. ;  arriving 
at  the  latter  place  about  3  o'clock  the  same  day  the  regiment  bivouacked 
south  of  the  town. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  30th  I  moved  out  from  La  Grange  with  my 
command,  taking  my  proper  place  in  the  brigade  column,  moving  in  a 
southerly  direction  toward  Holly  Springs,  Miss.  Nothing  of  impor- 
tance transpired  until  the  night  of  7th  instant  while  the  troops  were 
bivouacked  near  Waterford,  Miss.  At  about  10  j).  m.  heavy  cannonad- 
ing was  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  Tallahatchie  River. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  I  Avas  ordei-ed  to  take  the  road  with  my 
regiment,  moving  it  in  rear  of  the  other  regiments  and  battery  of  the 
brigade.  Moving  in  this  order  my  regiment  reached  the  Tallahatchie 
Eiver  at  about  5  p.  m.  and  crossed  the  river,  under  a  scattering  fire  of 
the  enemy,  on  driftwood  lodged  against  the  railroad  bridge.  After 
crossing  the  river  I  was  directed  to  move  with  my  command.  I  then 
passed  the  position  held  by  the  Thirty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  was 
posted  in  line  with  my  right  resting  on  the  Oxford  and  Holly  Springs 
road,  about  twenty-five  yards  in  rear  of  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth 
Illinois  Infantry,  which  occupied  the  left  of  the  brigade  line.  We 
remained  in  this  position  until  about  6  a.  m.  of  the  9th,  when  the  bri- 
gade was  put  in  motion  and  moved  by  the  flank  about  one-third  of  a 
mile,  when  it  was  formed  into  column  by  regiments,  my  regiment  being 
placed  in  rear  of  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois,  with  the  Tenth 
Minnesota  Infantry  in  my  rear  deployed  in  column  by  wing.  From 
this  brigade  column  a  line  was  formed  and  the  troojis  again  deployed 
into  column.  Heavy  skirmishing  was  kept  uj)  by  our  cavalry,  which 
had  crossed  earlier  in  the  morning  and  deployed  on  our  flanks.  The 
enemy  continued  his  artillery  firing,  begun  with  the  advance  of  cavalry, 
and  was  replied  to  by  a  few  shots  from  our  own  guns.  My  regiment, 
formed  in  the  cohiuin  as  above  stated,  maneuvered  and  advanced  with 
the  brigade,  the  enemy  retiring  from  his  strong  position  as  we  advanced 
after  gaining  the  hill  occupied  by  the  enemy.  The  night  of  the  8th  the 
brigade  was  bivouacked,  my  regiment  on  the  right  of  the  One  hundred 
and  fourteenth  Illinois,  and  the  Tenth  Minnesota  Infantry  on  my  right. 
We  remained  in  this  position  until  the  morning  of  the  21st.  Nothing 
of  importance  transpired  while  we  remained  in  this  bivouac.  I  would 
only  mention  the  fact  that  heavy  rains  fell  every  day,  making  the  roads 
impassable  and  uncomfortable  for  the  men.  A  great  part  of  the  time 
my  men  were  furnished  with  but  a  half  ration  of  salt  meat,  and  for  a  few 
days  they  were  without  meat  of  any  description,  it  being  impossible  to 
procure  any  from  the  country  and  none  being  furnished  by  the  commis- 
sary of  subsistence.  On  the  21st  instant  the  trooi)S  were  again  put  in 
motion,  my  regiment  moving  in  order  Avith  the  other  troops  of  the  brigade, 
taking  the  Oxford  road.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  22d  we  Avere  halted 
near  Oxford  and  moved  back  toward  the  Tallahatchie  liivcr.  We 
reached  our  old  camp  near  the  Tallahatchie  River  about  1  p.  m.  of  the 
23d  and  went  into  bivouac.  At  about  3  o'clock  of  the  same  afternoon 
heavy  skirmishing  was  heard  near  our  camp  on  the  Oxford  road.  The 
brigade  was  formed,  and  I  was  ordered  to  advance  directly  forward  iu 
line.  My  line  being  parallel  with  the  Oxford  road  I  advanced  directly 
to  the  right  of  that  road,  regulating  my  movements  by  those  of  the  One 
hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois  Infantry  on  my  left.  Seeing  this  regi- 
ment move  by  the  flank  I  at  once  made  a  flank  movement,  and  by  the 
right  flank  foUoAved  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois  about  one- 
fourth  of  a  mile,  when  a  line  was  again  formed.    From  this  line  the 
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brigade  moved  by  tlie  left  flank  to  the  Oxford  road,  where  Iwas  directed 
to  form  a  line  with  my  regiment  and  the  Tenth  Minnesota  Infantry  for 
the  protection  of  a  cross-road.  This  line  was  hardly  formed  until  I  Avas 
again  ordered  to  move  forward.  The  brigade  was  halted  about  half  a 
mile  beyond  Abbeville,  where  it  remained  in  the  road  until  near  sundown, 
when  we  returned  to  camp,  the  enemy  being  driven  off  by  the  troops  in 
our  advance.  On  the  2r)th  I  moved  my  command,  in  its  proper  place  in 
the  brigade,  on  the  Holly  Springs  road;  bivouacked  near  Waterford  for 
the  night.    Morning  26th,  8  a.  m.,  moved  to  this  place,  arriving  at  noon, 

[DE  W.  C.  THOMAS, 

Colonel,  Commanding.] 
Lieut.  O.  H.  Abel, 

Actg.  Asst.  Aajt.  Gen.,  1st  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps. 


No.  3. 


Report  of  Col.  Lucius  F.  Hubbard,  Fifth  Minnesota  Infantry,  command- 
ing Second  Brigade. 

Hdqes.  SECoiirD  Beig.,  First  Div.,  16th  Akmy  Coeps, 

Memphis,  Term.,  August  30, 1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  regarding  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Cori)s, 
dui'ing  the  late  expedition : 

For  details  of  the  movements  of  the  brigade  from  the  starting  of  the 
exi^edition  until  the  17th  instant,  the  date  upon  which  I  assumed  com- 
mand, I  would  respectfully  refer  to  the  accompanying  report*  of  Col. 
J.  D.  McClure,  Forty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers.  At  tlie 
time  I  was  assigned  to  its  command  the  brigade  was  encamped  near 
Abbeville,  Miss.,  where  it  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  21st  in- 
stant. On  that  day  the  command  moved  to  Hurricane  Greek,  and  on 
the  following  to  Oxford,  countermarching  in  the  evening  to  the  bivouac 
of  the  night  of  the  21st.  During  these  two  days  no  enemy  was  encoun- 
tered or  incident  transpired  worthy  of  special  mention.  On  the  23d 
the  retrograde  march  was  resumed,  and  at  12  m.  the  brigade  encamped 
in  its  former  location  near  Abbeville.  Immediately  ujwn  the  arrival  of 
the  command  in  camp  I  ordered  a  picket  to  be  posted  to  the  rear  u])ou 
the  Oxford  road.  As  the  detail  was  moving  to  the  jioint  designated  for 
its  post  it  was  met  a  few  rods  from  camp  by  the  advance  guard  of  the 
enemy,  who  had  followed  the  rear  of  the  column  during  the  day's  march. 
The  officer  in  command,  Lieut.  D.  C.  Eoss,  Forty-seventh  Illinois  In- 
fantry, at  once  deployed  his  men  as  skirmishers  and  soon  became  hotly 
engaged.  Hearing  the  skirmishing  I  immediately  ordered  the  command 
under  arms,  deployed  a  line  of  skirmishers,  covering  the  front  and  flanks 
of  the  camp,  and  ordered  it  forward,  supported  by  the  Fifth  Minnesota 
Veterans.  The  skirmishing  soon  became  general  along  the  line,  and  the 
enemy,  though  being  driven,  developed  himself  in  considerable  force. 
The  skirmishers  were  re-enforced  by  four  companies  of  the  Fifth  Minne- 
sota, the  Eighth  Wisconsin  Veterans,  Forty-seventh  Illinois  Volunteers, 
and  section  of  the  Second  Iowa  Battery  ordered  up,  and  line  of  battle 
formed.  As  soon  as  these  dispositions  were  made  an  advance  was 
ordered,  which  was  made  at  double-quick.  The  enemy  essayed  to  make 
a  stand,  but  though  in  superior  force  succeeded  only  for  a  moment.    A 

*  Not  found. 
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charge  was  made  upon  Ms  line,  wliich  gave  way  in  confusion  and  was 
driven  for  more  than  a  mile  in  disorder,  when  the  pursuit  was  aban- 
doned, though  the  enemy  continued  to  retreat,  moving  rapidly  off  to  the 
music  of  the  guns  of  the  Second  Iowa  Battery.  At  sundown  the  com- 
mand returned  to  camp.  The  enemy  suffered  much  punishment  in  this 
encounter,  losing  12  killed,  that  fell  into  our  hands,  many  wounded,  and 
some  prisoners.  The  casualties  of  my  command  were  15  wounded,  a  list 
of  which  has  heretofore  been  famished.  On  the  25th  instant  the  bri- 
gade marched  northward,  arriving  at  Holly  Springs  on  the  26th  and 
at  La  Grange  on  the  29th  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  F.  HUBBAED, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Sample, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Division. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  B.  Baker,  Forty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry. 

Headquaktebs, 
Mudsonville  Station,  Miss.,  August  15,  1864. 
Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Capt.  H.  F.  Wright,  command- 
ing four  companies  of  the  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry,  reported  to  me  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  14th  instant.    Toward  evening  I  ordered  one  com- 
pany of  his  command,  under  Lieut.  J.  W.  Skelton,  to  report  at  Lamar, 
having  been  informed  that  station  was  held  by  300  of  our  infantry.    At 
3  o'clock  this  morning  I  had  a  portion  of  the  cavalry  just  ready  to 
start  out  on  a  scout  to  capture  a  rebel  lieutenant,  whom  I  expected  to 
find  at  his  house,  when  Lieutenant  Skelton's  orderly  came  in  on  foot 
from  Lamar  wounded  in  the  hand.    About  daylight  Lieutenant  Skelton 
came  in  witli  six  men,  and  reported  that,  not  finding  any  troops  at  La- 
mar, he  had  gone  into  camp  there  the  previous  evening.    About  9  p. 
m.  he  saw  four  wagons  crossing  the  track,  and,  approaching  them  with 
the  picket,  saw  about  twelve  men  in  shirtsleeves  in  their  rear.     Suppos- 
ing them  to  be  guerrillas  attempting  to  capture  the  wagons  he  ordered 
his  picket  to  fire;  sent  a  corporal  and  three  men  to  get  in  their  rear  and 
cut  them  off;  went  back,  got  a  jiortion  of  his  company,  and  started  out. 
Not  hearing  anything  from  his  corporal  and  three  men,  he  still  sup- 
posed it  was  only  a  few  guerrillas.    He  soon  came  in  sight  of  a  force, 
part  in  line  and  part  in  column.    Presuming  them  to  be  our  forces  he 
rode  down  ^dthin  a  few  feet;  they  opened  to  let  him  pass  through, 
when,  discovering  they  were  in  theu  shirtsleeves,  concluded  they  were 
rebels,  and  ordered  a  charge.    He  broke  and  scattered  the  left,  but  the 
right  of  the  line  swung  around  in  his  rear,  when  he  charged,  and  cut 
his  way  back  with  six  men,  and  came  in.    The  balance  of  his  men  did 
not  get  back.    I  have  since  learned  they  started  for  La  Grange.    I  sent 
Lieutenant  Skelton  back  with  his  men,  at  his  request.    He  has  returned 
and  reports  that  the  force  was  General  Forrest's  old  regiment  and  the 
Seventh  Tennessee;  found  2  wounded  rebels  nearly  dead,  and  brought 
in  5  Enfield  rifles;  that  they  left  their  crowbars  on  the  track  where 
they  had  commenced  tearing  it  up,  and  cut  down  three  telegTaph  poles. 
A  citizen  living  near  informed  him  that  he  was  down  to  the  place  after 
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the  affair,  and  said  the  ground  was  covered  with  dead  and  wounded 
rebels,  but  in  the  morning  they  were  all  gone  except  the  above  couple 
and  a  brother,  who  was  left  to  care  for  them  (one  had  four  severe 
wounds) ;  he  said  the  intention  of  the  rebels  was  to  tear  up  the  track 
at  Lamar  and  attack  this  post,  but  the  sudden  attack,  where  they  did 
not  expect  to  find  Union  troops,  had  frustrated  their  plan.  From  the 
best  information  obtained,  I  estimated  the  rebel  force  at  about  600  or 
700.  They  went  back  in  the  direction  of  Salem.  A  contraband  who 
came  in  states  that  he  saw  them  five  or  six  miles  out,  going  in  that 
direction  in  hot  haste.  I  had  my  force  so  disposed  that  if  they  liad 
attacked  us  here,  I  should  have  defended  the  train  loaded  with  forage, 
two  miles  and  a  half  above  the  station,  at  all  hazards. 

Great  credit  is  due  Lieutenant  Skelton  and  his  brave  command  for 
their  gallant  and  successful  charge,  thus  forcing  the  rebels  to  abandon 
their  designs,  and  saving  a  large  amount  of  Government  property  and 
detention  of  communications. 

I  have  received  information  that  a  force  of  10,000  rebels  are  at  Hick- 
ory Flats,  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  east  of  Holly  Springs,  on  the  old 
road  to  Pontotoc,  under  Lee,  Huff,  and  Duke,  but  General  Forrest  is 
not  with  them.    I  think  the  force  is  gi-eatly  overestimated. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  R.  BAKER, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commandinq. 

Major  Hough. 

P.  S. — Lieutenant  Skelton's  command  has  all  arrived  safe  in  camp, 
except  the  orderly  sergeant,  from  La  Grange  and  Davis'  Mills,  his  orderly 
being  the  only  one  wounded. 

S.  R.  B. 


No.  5. 


Report  of  Col.  Joseph  J.  Woods,  Twelfth  loica  Infantry,  commanding 

Third  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Thied  Brig.,  First  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  31, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations 
during  the  late  expedition  into  Mississippi,  ending  on  the  26th  day  of 
August,  1864,  viz: 

On  the  morning  of  July  31, 1864,  the  Twelfth  Iowa,  Seventh  Minnesota, 
Thirty- third  Missouri,  and  Thirty-fifth  Iowa,  of  this  brigade,  embarked 
on  the  cars,  by  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith,  and  moved  to  Davis' 
MiUs,  Miss.  August  5  [1],  marched,  by  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Edward 
Hatch,  via  Lamar,  to  Coldwater  River,  and  on  the  morning  of  August 
2  marclied  to  Holly  Springs,  where  the  Twelfth  Iowa  were  detailed  as 
provost  guards.  On  the  morning  of  August  5  the  remaining  three  reg- 
iments moved  by  railroad,  by  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  to 
Waterford.  August  7  the  Seventh  Minnesota  and  Thirty-fifth  Iowa 
moved  to  the  Tallahatchie  River  to  protect  the  pioneer  corps  in  con- 
structing a  bridge.  They  found  the  enemy's  pickets  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river,  whom  they  attacked  and  drove  across  the  river,  capturing 
the  flat-boat  used  as  a  ferry,  and  established  pickets  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river.    Their  position  was  shelled  for  a  short  time  during  that 
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night.  Next  loorning  the  two  regiments  crossed  over  and  work  began 
on  the  bridge.  On  the  7th  the  Sixth  Indiana  Battery  repoi'ted,  and  on 
the  8th  the  Thirty-third  Missouri  and  battery  moved  to  the  Tallahatchie. 
On  the  9th  the  brigade  moved  into  camp  on  the  south  side  of  the  Talla- 
hatchie. During  the  skirmishing  on  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  the  Seventh 
Minnesota  had  3  men  wounded,  1  severely.  On  the  10th  of  August  the 
Twelfth  Iowa  rejoined  the  brigade.  On  the  21st  the  brigade  moved  to 
Hurricane  Creek,  and  on  the  22d  to  Oxford  and  back  to  camp  on  Hur- 
ricane Creek,  and  on  the  23d  returned  to  the  camj)  on  the  Tallahatchie. 
The  Thirty-third  Missouri  lost  1  man,  missing,  this  day,  supposed  to  be 
captured.  On  the  25th  marched  to  Waterford  and  on  the  26th  marched 
to  Holly  Springs.  The  Twelfth  Iowa  were  again  detailed  as  provost 
guard. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  WOODS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  the  Brigade. 
Capt.  J.  B.  Sample, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  6. 
Report  of  Col.  Sylvester  G.  Hill,  Thirty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry. 

HDQES.  THIETY-PrFTH  lOWA  INFANTRY  VOLUNTEERS, 

Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  August  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  report  of  operations  of 
this  command  as  per  instructions  received  from  headquarters: 

The  regiment  moved  from  camp  at  Memphis,  July  31,  per  railroad, 
disembarked  at  Davis'  Mills,  and  went  into  camp.  Augnist  1,  the  com- 
mand moved  to  Coldwater  and  camped.  August  2,  moved  to  Holly 
Springs  and  camped  tiU  August  5,  when  the  regiment  moved  by  rail  to 
Waterford.  August  7,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Colonel  Woods, 
commanding  brigade,  the  regiment  marched  for  the  Tallahatchie  River. 
When  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  the  river,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown, 
commanding  Twelfth  Missouri  Cavalry,  reporting  his  advance  skirmish- 
ing with  the  enemy,  Company  B,  Thirty-fifth  Iowa,  under  command  of 
Capt.  William  M.  Stewart,  was  immediately  ordered  to  deploy  as  skir- 
mishers and  advance  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  the  enemy  retiring  in  such 
haste  as  to  be  unable  to  destroy  the  boat  used  in  crossing.  Company  I, 
Thirty-fifth  Iowa,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Jackson  A.  Evans,  was  ordered 
to  cross  the  river  and  hold  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  together  with  one 
company  from  the  Seventh  Minnesota  Infantry,  the  regiment  encamping 
in  the  woods  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  river.  Between  10.30  and 
11  p.  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  our  line  with  two  pieces  of  artillery 
posted  a  short  distance  from  the  bank  of  river,  undercover  of  which  they 
charged  twice  upon  the  companies  posted  upon  the  south  side  of  the  river, 
but  were  gallantly  repulsed,  with  no  loss  upon  our  side.  The  wagons  were 
immediately  ordered  to  the  rear  under  a  sufficient  guard  and  the  regiment 
held  under  arms.  No  further  demonstration  beingmade,  and  deeming  it 
prudent  to  withdraw  the  company,  they  were  ordered  torecrosstheriver 
at  4.30  a.  m.  August  8.  At  daylight  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  cross 
the  river  and  deploy  as  skirmishers,  while  the  division  pioneer  corps 
constructed  the  bridge,  bivouacking  upon  the  bayou  south  side  of  the 
river  till  ordered  into  camp  at  noon  August  10,  where  it  remained  tiU 
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August  21 ,  when  it  moved  to  the  south  side  of  Hurricane  Creek.  August 
22,  moved  to  Oxford  and  returned  to  Hurricane  Creek.  August  23, 
moved  to  and  occupied  the  old  camp  south  of  the  Tallahatchie.  Au- 
gust 25,  moved  to  Waterford.  August  26,  moved  to  Holly  Springs  and 
camped.    Casualties  during  the  entire  expedition,  none. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  HILL, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Thirty -fifth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Henry  Hoover, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  3d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps. 


No.  7. 


Report  of  Col.  William  T.  Shaw,  Fourteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  commanding 

Third  Division. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  August  27, 1864, 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  ac- 
tion, marches,  &c.,  of  the  Third  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  during 
the  late  expedition  to  Oxford,  Miss.,  and  return : 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  agreeable  to  orders  from  the  major- 
general  commanding,  I  commenced  moving  my  command  to  Holly 
Springs,  Miss.,  the  infantry  by  rail,  the  artillery  and  wagons  by  land. 
The  command  was  concentrated  and  encamped  at  Holly  Springs,  Miss., 
on  the  8th  instant.  Here  we  remained  in  camp  until  the  10th  instant, 
doing  fatigue  and  picket-guard  duty,  when  the  Third  Brigade,  of  the 
Third  Division,  commanded  by  Col.  E.  H.  Wolfe,  of  the  Fifty-second 
Indiana  Infantry  Volunteers,  was  ordered  to  move  forward  to  the  Tal- 
lahatchie River  to  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  for  orders.  On 
the  morning  of  the  11th  instant  I  moved  the  One  hundred  and  nine- 
teenth Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Col.  Thomas  J. 
Kinney,  and  the  Eighty-ninth  Indiana  Infantry  Volunteers,  commanded 
by  Lieut.  Col.  Hervey  Craven,  to  take  post  at  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  at 
which  place  they  remained  until  the  evening  of  the  IGtli  instant.  On 
the  17th  instant,  at  7  a.  m.,  I  moved  with  the  First  and  Second  Brigades 
of  my  command  to  Waterford  Station,  Miss.,  a  distance  of  eight  miles, 
and  encamped  near  ford.  On  the  18th  instant  moved  the  command 
across  the  Tallahatchie  Eiver  and  encamped  near  Abbeville,  Miss.  On 
the  19th  instant  the  Third  Brigade,  of  the  Third  Division,  commanded 
by  Col.  E.  H.  Wolfe,  of  the  Fifty-second  Indiana  Infantry  Volunteers, 
was  moved  forwiard  to  Hurricane  Creek,  which  point  was  reached  after 
marching  through  a  drenching  rain  and  over  an  almost  impassable  road. 
Here  the  Third  Brigade  remained  encamped  until  the  21st  instant,  when 
the  whole  division  moved  to  within  two  miles  of  Oxford,  Miss.  Here 
the  command  was  about-faced  and  line  of  march  taken  in  direction  of 
Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  at  which  place  the  division  arrived  on  the  26th 
instant,  and  at  which  place  it  is  now  encamped.  It  would  be  proper 
here  for  me  to  state  that  the  Third  Brigade,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Edward  H.Wolfe,  of  the  Fifty-second  Indiana  Infantry  Volunteers,  and 
while  under  the  direction  and  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  on 
the  12th  instant,  was  ordered  to  march  south  from  Abbeville,  Miss.,  and 
when  near  Hurricane  Creek  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  his  command  from 
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the  opposite  side  of  the  creek  with  four  pieces  of  artillery  and  continued 
shelling  his  line  for  one  hour  or  more,  when  they  were  fiuallj'^  flanked 
and  driven  off  by  the  cavalry,  his  brigade  at  the  same  time  crossing 
the  creek  and  occupying  the  iield.  At  10  p.  m.  the  brigade  returned  to 
camp  near  Abbeville,  Miss.  No  infantry  was,  however,  engaged  at  this 
time.  The  command  being  out  of  forage  for  the  stock,  and  also  meats, 
foraging  parties  were  detailed  and  sent  out,  and  while  out  were  attacked 
and  light  skirmishing  ensued.  The  following  list  will  comprise  the  cas- 
ualties in  the  command  during  the  expedition:* 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  T.  SHAW, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Iowa,  Commanding  Division. 

Maj.  John  Hough, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Right  Wing,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  8. 


Report  of  Col.  Charles  D.  Murray,  Eighty-ninth  Indiana  Infantry,  com- 
manding First  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  First  Bkig.,  Third  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps, 

Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  August  27, 1864. 

Lieutenant:  In  accordance  with  the  order  from  headquarters  of 
division  of  yesterday,  I  proceed  to  give  a  report  of  the  marches,  &c.,  of 
the  First  Brigade  during  the  present  expedition : 

On  Sunday,  the  7th  instant,  the  Fifty-eighth  and  One  hundred  and 
twenty-second  Illinois  moved  by  the  cars  from  Memphis  to  this  place, 
and  on  the  next  day  the  colonel  commanding  the  brigade,  with  the  One 
hundred  and  nineteenth  Illinois,  Eighty-ninth  Indiana,  and  Twenty- 
first  Missouri  Volunteers  also  reached  here  and  went  into  camp  in  the 
southeast  part  of  the  town.  On  Thursday,  the  1 1th,  the  brigade  started 
under  orders  on  the  Waterford  road.  After  marching  about  three  miles 
were  ordered  to  return  to  this  place,  which  was  done,  and  we  remained 
here  in  camp  until  Wednesday  the  17th,  when  we  again  took  up  the 
line  of  march  on  the  Waterford  road.  We  marched  to  Waterford,  a  dis- 
tance of  nine  miles,  where  we  encamped  for  the  night.  The  next  day 
continued  south,  crossing  the  Tallahatchie  in  the  direction  of  Oxford, 
Miss.,  and  encamped  near  the  village  of  Abbeville,  where  we  remained 
on  account  of  the  continued  heavy  rain  until  Saturday  p.  in.,  when  the 
First  Brigade  advanced  Ave  miles,  crossing  Hurricane  Creek,  with  orders 
to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Hatch.  We  encamped  at  about  8  p.  m. 
on  the  hill  south  of  the  creek,  where  I  reported  to  General  Hatch.  By 
his  orders  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  (the  next  morning,  the  21st) 
moved  forward  about  one  mile.  The  enemy  being  reported,  and  believed 
to  be  in  our  front  in  some  force,  I  advauceJ'the  Twenty-first  Missouri 
Volunteers,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore,  who  threw  out  a  heavy 
line  of  skirmishers.  At  my  request  Colonel  Wolfe,  commanding  Third 
Brigade,  sent  forward  the  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  Illinois,  com- 
manded by  Col.  E.  M.  Moore,  to  support  the  Twenty-first  Missouri, 
they  followed  by  the  remainder  of  the  First  Brigade,  and  they  by  the 
remainder  of  the  Third  Brigade,  all  advancing  in  column  of  regiments, 
with  their  colors  displayed  and  at  distances  of  about  125  paces  apart. 

*  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  1  commissioned  officer  and  8  enlisted  men  wounde4. 
and  1  enlisted  man  missing. 
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111  this  order  the  cohunn  moved  steadily  forward,  flanked  on  either 
side  by  cavalry.  After  relieving  the  cavalry  line  of  pickets  by  our  ad- 
vanced line  of  skirmishers,  the  skirmishers  were  soon  engaged  with 
tbe  pickets  of  the  enemy,  but  they,  getting  a  sight  of  the  series  of  lines, 
which  really  looked  formidable  as  well  as  beautiful,  offered  but  feeble 
resistance  to  our  advance.  The  object  of  the  movement  being  simply  to 
drive  the  enemy  from  a  hill,  so  that  we  could  occupy  it  as  an  encampment 
to  protect  our  supply  train,  to  follow  in  our  rear;  we  did  more  thau 
that,  advancing  some  half  a  mile  farther,  where  we  found  excellent 
ground  for  our  camj).  The  First  and  Third  Brigades  then  encamped  for 
the  night,  the  supply  train  and  First  Division,  with  our  Second  Brigade, 
coming  up  the  same  day.  On  Monday,  the  22d,  we  were  ordered  to  ad- 
vance, preceded  by  the  First  Division,  General  Mower,  my  brigade  taking 
the  advance  of  the  Third  Division.  After  marching  about  three  miles, 
and  within  a  mile  or  two  of  Oxford,  Miss.,  we  halted,  and  the  same  p.  m. 
were  ordered  to  countermarch  for  the  rear.  We  returned,  crossing  the 
Hurricane  and  encamping  on  the  north  bank  for  the  night.  The  next 
day,  the  Third  Division  being  in  the  advance  and  my  brigade  in  the  rear 
of  it,  we  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Tallahatchie,  where  we  were  halted 
on  account  of  the  want  of  a  bridge,  and  the  same  p.  m.,  by  orders  of 
Colonel  Shaw,  I  was  ordered  to  report  my  brigade  to  Major-General 
Smith.  Doing  so  we  were  moved  and  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  at  the 
edge  of  a  wood  south  of  General  Smith's  headquarters,  and  a  heavy  line 
of  skirmishers  thrown  out.  In  this  position  we  remained  until  the  25th. 
At  6  o'clock  of  that  morning  1  received  orders  to  move  at  7  a.  m.  After 
considerable  delay  at  tbe  crossing  of  the  Tallahatchie  we  succeeded  in 
crossing,  and  moved  on  the  Holly  Springs  road,  passing  about  one  mile 
this  side  of  Waterford,  where  we  were  encamped  for  the  night,  and  on 
the  26th  returned  to  this  place.  I  have  no  casualties  to  report  save  1 
man  of  the  Twenty-first  Missouri,  who  was  knocked  over  by  a  spent 
ball  in  the  skirmish  of  the  21st,  but  not  injured,  and  the  loss  of  2 
wagons  and  mules  of  the  Ninth  Indiana  Battery,  captured  by  the  enemy 
near  Abbeville  on  our  return  while  out  foraging  for  corn. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

C.  D.  MUERAY, 
Colonel  Eighty -ninth  Indiana,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Lieut.  James  B.  Gomstock, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Division. 


No.  9. 


Reports  of  Col.  Thomas  J.  Kinney,  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  Illinois 

Infantry. 

La  Gkange,  August  15, 1864. 
Thirty-three  men  of  the  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry  had  a  skirmish 
with  enemy  at  Lamar  at  12  o'clock  last  night.  Sergeant  and  twelve  men 
came  here;  report  quite  a  force,  more  than  they  could  manage;  charged 
the  rebels;  were  repulsed  and  scattered.  I  have  sent  them  back  with 
fifty  men  of  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry.    This  morning,  if  necessary,  will 

send  more  men  down.  .^ 

T.  J.  KINNEY, 
Colonel  119th  Illinois  Volunteers,  Commanding  Post. 

Major-General  Washburn. 
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La  Grange,  August  15, 1864. 
Cavali-y  have  returned  from  Lamar.  Enemy  moved  off  on  Salem 
road  last  night,  two  regiments  strong.  Our  men  killed  1  horse  and 
wounded  4  rebels,  2  mortally,  who  were  left  there.  The  Fourth  Iowa 
Cavalry  came  up  from  Holly  Springs.  Are  repairing  the  telegraph. 
The  enemy  did  no  damage  to  the  road;  only  cut  the  telegraph. 

T.  J.  KINNEY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 
Lieut.  C.  H.  TowNSEND. 


No.  10. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Hdwin  Moore,  Twenty-first  Missouri  Infantry. 

Hdqes.  Twenty-fiest  Missouri  Infantry  Vols., 

Solly  Springs,  Miss.,  August  26, 1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  my  com- 
mand during  the  present  expedition. 

The  command  left  Memphis,  Tenn.,  on  the  cars,  on  the  3d  instant, 
arriving  at  Holly  Springs  same  day  about  3  p.  m.  Remained  in  camp 
until  the  11th  instant,  when  we  started  with  the  First  Brigade  on  the 
road  to  Waterford.  After  marching  about  three  miles  and  a  half  we 
were  ordered  to  return  to  Holly  Springs,  where  we  remained  until  the 
17th  instant,  when  we  moved  with  the  First  and  Second  Brigades  to 
Waterford.  On  the  18th  instant  marched  to  Abbeville,  Miss.  On 
the  19th  we  remained  in  camp.  On  the  20th  crossed  Hurricane  Creek. 
On  the  21st  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  front,  and  relieved  the 
cavalry  skirmishers  about  7  a.  m.,  and  on  the  formation  of  our  lines 
in  the  rear  moved  upon  the  enemy  and  drove  them  one  mile  and  a  quar- 
ter, with  the  loss  of  1  man  slightly  wounded.  On  the  22d  moved  ou 
the  road  to  Oxford,  marching  about  two  miles,  when  we  were  ordered 
back  and  moved  across  Hurricane  Creek.  On  the  23d  moved  to  Abbe- 
ville, and  formed  in  position  at  1  p.  m.,  where  we  remained  until  the 
morning  of  the  25th,  when  we  marched  to  "Waterford.  On  the  2Gth 
marched  to  Holly  Springs,  arriving  about  1  p.  m.,  where  the  command 
is  stationed  at  present. 

Distance  marched,  about  sixty  miles.  Casualties:  Isaac  Thacker, 
Company  F,  slightly  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

EDWIN  MOORE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Samuel  D.  Sawyer, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Brigade. 


No.  11. 


Report  of  Col.  James  I.  Gilbert,  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps, 

Solly  Springs,  Miss.,  August  27, 1864. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade  in  the  late  expedition  to  Oxford,  Miss.,  under  command  of 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith. 
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My  command,  consisting  of  the  Fourteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  Capt.  W. 
J.  Campbell  commanding;  Twenty-fourth  Missouri  Infantry,  Maj.  E. 
W. Fyan  commanding ;  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry,  Capt.  A.M.  Has- 
lip  commanding;  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  G.  A.  Eber- 
hart  commanding,  and  Third  Indiana  Battery,  First  Lieut.  Thomas  J. 
Ginn  commanding,  left  Memphis,  Tcnn.,  on  the  4tli  of  August.  The 
infantry  wore  transported  by  railroad  eighty  miles  to  Holly  Springs, 
Miss.,  arriving  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  The  battery  and 
wagons  of  the  command  moved  out  by  the  wagon  road,  and  rejoined 
the  command  August  6 ;  distance,  fifty  miles.  The  command  remained 
at  HoUy  Springs  on  picket  duty  until  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  August, 
when  it  moved  out  on  the  Oxford  road  and  marched  nine  miles  to 
Waterford.  August  18,  crossed  the  Tallahatchie  Eiver  and  marched 
to  Abbeville ;  distance,  ten  mUes.  Here  the  command  lay  in  camp  until 
August  21,  when  it  moved  forward,  crossed  Hurricane  Creek,  and  camped 
about  one  mile  beyond.  August  22,  moved  a  mile  or  two  toward  Ox- 
ford, when,  about  12  m.,  the  command  was  countermarched  and  returned 
to  Hurricane  Creek;  distance  marched,  five  miles.  August  23,  moved 
to  Tallahatchie  Eiver,  six  miles.  A  forage  detail  from  the  brigade  had 
a  brisk  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  and  succeeded  in  routing  him,  with 
the  loss  of  1  man,  believed  to  be  captured.  The  command  remained  in 
camp  until  August  25,  when  it  crossed  the  Tallahatchie  Eiver  and 
marched  to  Waterford,  nine  miles.  August  26,  marched  to  Holly 
Springs,  where  the  command  is  now  in  camp.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  I.  GILBEET, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
[Lieut.  James  B.  Comstock, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General.] 


No.  12. 


Report  of  Col.  Edward  H.  Wolfe,  Fifty-second  Indiana  Infantry,  com- 
manding Third  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Thied  Bbig.,  Third  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps, 

Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  August  27,  1864. 

Lieutenant  :  In  obedience  do  the  orders  of  the  colonel  commanding 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action,  marches, 
&c.,  of  this  brigade  during  the  lute  expedition  to  Oxford,  Miss.: 

My  brigade  left  camp  near  Memphis,  Tenn.,  on  the  morning  of  the 
5th  instant,  having  been  ordered  to  proceed  by  rail  to  Holly  Springs, 
Miss.,  there  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Mower,  commanding  First 
Division,  the  battery  attached  to  this  brigade,  and  all  brigade  wagons 
having  been  ordered  to  Holly  Springs  by  overland  route  the  day  previ- 
ous. On  ai-rival  at  Memphis  and  Charleston  Depot  I  was  unable  to 
obtain  cars  sufficient  to  transport  the  enth-e  command  and  only  sent 
forward  on  that  day  800  men,  comprising  the  One  hundred  and  seventy- 
eighth  New  York,  the  non-veteran  detachment  of  the  Forty-ninth  Illi- 
nois, and  a  portion  of  the  Fifty-second  Indiana  Volunteers.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  brigade  did  not  reach  Holly  Springs  until  Sunday,  the 

"Nomiual  list  of  casualties  (here  omitted)  sliows  4  men  wounded  and  1  mau  missiug. 
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7th  instant.  On  arrival  at  Holly  Springs  I  reported  to  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Mower  as  directed,  and  from  whom  I  received  no  orders  other  than 
those  relative  to  camp,  picket,  and  guard  duty.  On  Tuesday,  the  9th 
instant,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  colonel  commanding  division, 
I  marched,  provided  with  three  days'  rations,  to  Abbeville,  Miss.,  south 
of  the  Tallahatchie,  occupying  two  days  in  the  march,  and  again  re- 
porting to  Brigadier-General  Mower,  commanding  First  Division.  My 
brigade  was  here  encamped  in  the  extreme  front  of  all  other  troops, 
and  while  I  remained  at  that  camp  all  picket  duty  to  the  front  was  per- 
formed by  my  command.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant  the  ene- 
my made  some  demonstrations  on  my  picket-line,  which  was  continued 
until  12  o'clock,  when  three  regiments  of  my  brigade,  viz,  the  One  hun- 
dred and  seventeenth  Illinois,  Fifty-second  Indiana,  and  One  hundred 
and  seventy-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  together  with  two  regiments 
and  a  battery  from  First  Division  (also  cavalry  division,  under  General 
Hatch),  was  ordered  out,  General  Mower  commanding,  and  marched 
south  from  Abbeville  on  Oxford  road  five  miles  to  Hurricane  Creek, 
where  the  enemy  opened  on  us  from  the  opposite  side  with  four  pieces 
of  artillery,  my  brigade  occupying  line  on  the  right  of  battery  belong- 
ing to  First  Division.  The  enemy  continued  to  shell  my  line  for  one 
hour  or  more,  when  they  were  finally  flanked  and  driven  off  by  our  cav- 
alry. At  the  same  time  two  regiments  of  First  Division  and  the  Fifty- 
second  Indiana,  of  my  brigade,  crossed  the  river  and  occupied  the  field. 
No  infantry  was  engaged  in  this  fight,  and  at  10  o'clock  at  night  the 
command  returned  to  camp  near  Abbeville.  The  casualties  of  my  bri- 
gade on  this  day  were  3  wounded,  viz,  Capt.  G.  F.  Young,  command- 
ing One  hundred  and  seventy-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  wounded 
in  right  hand  by  fragment  of  shell ;  Private  Perry  Gordon,  Company  B, 
One  hundred  and  seventeenth  Illinois  Volunteer^,  wounded  in  right 
shoulder  by  fragment  of  shell ;  Private  Eli  Hyatt,  Company  E,  Fifty- 
second  Indiana  Volunteers,  wounded  in  right  arm  by  accidental  dis- 
charge of  his  own  gun.  On  Friday,  19th  instant,  my  brigade  was  or- 
dered, with  pioneer  corps  of  First  and  Third  Divisions  and  First  Divis- 
ion of  Cavalry,  to  proceed  to  Hurricane  Creek  and  occupy  the  hill  beyond, 
while  pioneer  corps  constructed  a  bridge,  Avhich  point  I  reached,  after 
marching  through  a  drenching  rain  and  over  an  almost  impassable  road, 
at  2  p.  m.,  reporting  to  Brigadier-General  Hatch,  commanding  cavalry 
division.  My  brigade  here  remained  in  camp  until  the  morning  of  the 
21st  instant,  when  1  advanced,  in  conjunction  with  First  Brigade,  about 
two  miles  and  a  half,  and  to  within  four  miles  of  Oxford,  where  I  remained 
until  the  evening  of  the  22d,  when  the  entire  command  was  about-faced 
and  ordered  back,  and  my  brigade  returned  to  camp  on  north  side  of 
Hurricane  Creek,  from  Avhich  time  and  place  the  brigade  has  marched 
with  the  division  on  its  return  to  Holly  Springs,  where  it  arrived  yester- 
day, the  26th  instant,  at  4  p.  m.,  occui)ying  four  days  on  the  march. 

In  addition  to  casualties  alreadyreported  I  have  to  report  that  Private 
Clinton  Schooley,  Company  K,  Fifty-second  Indiana,  was  wounded  in 
right  forearm  while  on  picket  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  instant;  also 
Private  Martin  Lawrence,  Company  B,  Forty-ninth  Illinois,  wounded  in 
right  arm  while  on  duty  with  foraging  party  on  the  23d  instant,  making 
total  number  of  casualties  during  the  expedition  five. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfiiUy, 

E.  H.  WOLFE, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  James  B.  Comstock, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt  Qen,,  Third  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 
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No.  13. 

Report  of  Col.  Phineas  Pease,  Forty-ninth  Illinois  Infcuntry. 

Hdqrs.  49th  Regt.  Illinois  Infantry  Vet.  Vols., 

Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  August  26,  1864. 

Lieutenant  :  In  compliance  with  communication  from  headquarters 
Third  Brigade  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report : 

The  Forty -ninth  returned  from  veteran  furlough  and  rejoined  the 
Third  Division  at  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  August  11.  On  12th  instant  re- 
ceived orders  from  headquarters  Third  Division  to  proceed  to  terminus 
of  railroad  near  Tallahatchie  River,  distant  eighteen  miles,  and  take 
charge  of  and  protect  all  stores  sent  to  that  point,  which  duty  was  per- 
formed until  morning  of  19th  instant,  when  orders  were  received  to  re- 
ioin  Third  Brigade.  Moved  on  19th  instant  to  the  front  to  rejoin  Third 
Brigade,  but  the  brigade  having  moved  to  Hurricane  Creek  was  ordered 
by  colonel  commanding  Third  Division  to  camp  one  mile  south  of  Abbe- 
ville, where  remained  until  20th  instant,  then  moved  forward  to  Hurri- 
cane Creek,  distant  five  miles,  and  reported  for  orders  to  colonel  com- 
manding Third  Brigade,  and  was  directed  to  camp  for  the  night.  On 
21st  moved  forward  a  distance  of  two  miles  and  camj)ed  for  the  night. 
August  22,  about-faced  and  marched  on  the  return  across  Hurricane 
Creek  and  camped  on  the  north  side.  August  23,  moved  to  Abbeville, 
distant  eight  miles,  where  remained  until  morning  of  25th,  then  moved 
to  Waterford,  distant  ten  miles.  August  26,  moved  from  Waterford  to 
Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  and  camped  in  grove  east  of  town.  The  following 
is  a  list  of  casualties  in  the  regiment  during  the  present  exjiedition  :* 

Respectfully  submitted. 

P.  PEASE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  James  D.  Cobine, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  3d  Brig.,  3d  J)iv.,  16th  Army  Corps. 


No.  14. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Jonathan  Merriam,  One  hundred,  and  seventeenth 

Illinois  Infantry. 

Headquarters  117th  Regiment  Illinois  Infantry, 

Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  August  27, 1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  compliance  with  your 
request  of  August  26,  the  action  and  marches  of  my  command  on  the 
present  campaign  to  Oxford,  Miss. : 

That  in  the  engagement  of  Hurricane  Creek,  August  13, 1864,  Oliver 
P.  Gordon,  private  of  Company  B,  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  was  slightly  wounded  in  shoulder  by  a  piece  of  shell; 
and  that  while  in  camp  near  Abbeville,  Miss.,  John  Myerscough,  pri- 
vate. Company  H,  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  Illinois  Infantry,  was 
Avounded  in  foot  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  his  gun.  My  command 
moved  from  Holly  Springs  August  10  to  Waterford,  and  the  next  day 
continued  its  march  to  Abbeville,  whence  we  moved  on  the  13th  to 

*  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  1  enlisted  mswi  wounded. 
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Hurricane  Creek,  returning  to  camp  at  Abbeville  at  night.  On  the  19th 
we  advanced  again  to  Hurricane  Greek,  and  on  the  21st  moved  on  the 
road  to  Oxford.  On  the  22d  the  command  returned  by  the  same  route 
and  marches,  arriving  at  Holly  Springs  August  26, 1864. 

There  being  nothing  further  to  report,  I  have  th.e  honor  to  be,  lieu- 
tenant, very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MEREIAM, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  James  D.  Cobine, 

Actg.  Asst.  Acljt.  Gen.,  3d  Brig.,  3d  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps. 


No.  15. 


Report  of  Maj.  Robert  McWilliams,  One  hvMdredand  seventeenth  Illinois 

Infantry. 

Hdqks.  117™  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  August  27, 1864. 
Lieutenant  :  By  order  of  Colonel  Wolfe,  I  herewith  transmit  a  report 
of  my  command  on  the  forage  expedition  of  this  day.  On  starting  from 
camp  I  divided  the  wagon  train,  with  infantry  guard,  having  a  strong- 
guard  in  front  and  rear.  I  placed  the  mounted  men  under  the  charge 
of  the  quartermaster  of  the  Forty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  with  directions 
to  go  in  advance,  but  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  column,  and  when  they 
saw  a  house  to  send  four  mounted  men  rapidly  forward,  surround  the 
house,  and  wait  the  arrival  of  infantry  jjickets,  whom  I  detailed  to  the 
number  of  fifteen,  under  charge  of  a  lieutenant  of  the  Forty-ninth  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  to  follow  the  mounted  men,  keeping  the  column  in 
sight,  and  relieve  the  mounted  men,  and  when  they  reached  the 
house  the  mounted  men  were  at  throw  oixt  pickets  and  wait  my  arrival. 
My  object  in  this  arrangement  was  to  prevent  the  citizens  from  running 
off  their  stock,  and  so  explained  it  to  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  details. 
The  quartermaster,  instead  of  keeping  in  sight  of  the  column,  rode  with 
his  men  clear  out  of  sight,  and  gave  me  some  trouble  to  find  him, 
and  when  I  accidentally  at  an  out-of-the-way  house  did  find  him  it  turned 
out  that  the  infantry  pickets  were  not  there.  At  this  place  we  were 
attacked,  and  1  mule  and  1  horse  were  captured,  and  1  man  in  Battery 
G  slightly  wounded.  On  coming  from  this  house  to  the  column  I  heard 
of  the  near  approach  of  about  200  rebel  cavalry,  and  immediately  put 
the  train  in  order,  and  commenced  the  return.  All  the  men  in  the 
different  commands  were  reported  present  but  three  from  the  Forty- 
ninth  Illinois  Infantry.  I  marched  them,  dividing  the  train,  with  infan- 
try and  a  strong  rear  and  front  guard,  until  we  arrived  on  the  main 
road  about  one  mile  outside  the  pickets,  when  it  was  reported  that  two 
of  the  wagons  were  not  filled.  I  stopped  the  column  and  ordered  the 
wagons  filled  from  a  field  of  corn  near  by.  I  then  took  six  mounted 
men  and  started  back  about  a  mile  to  get  some  mules  secreted  in  the 
woods,  and  ordered  the  whole  train  not  to  move  until  my  return.  At 
this  time  the  men  were  all  present  and  in  good  order  but  the  three 
from  the  Forty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry.  I  canje  back  in  about  one  hour 
and  found  the  whole  train  had  returned  to  camp;  who  ordered  them  so 
to  do  I  don't  know ;  as  near  as  I  can  ascertain  they  seemed  to  think 
they  M'ere  not  far  from  camp,  were  out  of  danger,  and  started  back  in  a 
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careless  manner,  foraging  as  they  came  in  some  orchards  that  were 
within  the  picket-lines.  The  only  fault  I  have  to  find,  which  I  can 
make  specific,  is  with  the  qnartermaster  of  the  Forty-ninth  Illinois  In- 
fantry, in  charge  of  the  mounted  men.  lie  rode  clear  away  from  ns, 
and  never  once  reijorted  back  where  he  was  or  where  he  was  going. 
The  infantry  pickets  in  advance,  in  trying  to  keep  up  with  them,  lost 
sight  of  us.  With  this  exception  and  that  of  the  column  leaving  before 
my  return  and  against  my  orders,  I  have  no  other  fault  to  find.  I 
Avent  into  the  country  about  five  miles.  Could  have  filled  the  wagons 
with  corn  much  nearer,  but  went  this  far  in  order  to  get  sheep  and 
cattle,  which  you  wanted  and  I  could  not  find.  I  am  informed  that  all 
the  men  of  the  expedition  are  safe  back  in  camp  with  no  other  losses 
or  casualties  than  the  1  mule,  1  horse,  and  1  man  in  Battery  Gr  slightly 
wounded. 

I  have,  adjutant,  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  McWILLIAMS, 
'  Major  117th  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Lieut.  James  I).  Cobine, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  3d  Bri(/.,  3d  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps. 


No.  16. 
Report  of  Gapt.  Mi  Mattocks,  Fifty-second  Indiana  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Fifty-secon])  Indiana  Veteran  Voluntbeks, 

Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  August  26, 1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  as  the  re- 
port of  the  Fifty-second  Indiana  Volunteers : 

We  arrived  at  Holly  Springs,  from  Memphis,  by  rail  on  the  7th  of 
August,  remaining  in  camp  until  the  morning  of  the  10th,  when,  in 
company  with  the  brigade,  we  marched  to  Waterford.  On  the  lltli 
resumed  our  march  to  Abbeville,  arriving  there  at  2  j).  m.  On  the 
13th,  the  enemy  having  driven  in  our  pickets,  our  brigmle  advanced 
on  the  Oxford  road  to  Hurricane  Creek,  where  the  enemy  was  posted 
in  strong  position  on  the  opposite  hills.  My  regiment  formed  its  line, 
as  directed,  at  right  angles  with  and  the  left  resting  on  the  road, 
supporting  the  Second  Iowa  Battery  (in  position  on  the  road).  While 
in  this  position  we  were  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire.  A  force  under 
General  Hatch  having  turned  the  enemy's  left  he  fell  back  from  his 
position.  My  regiment  was  ordered  to. move  by  the  left  flank  (left 
in  front)  across  the  road,  and  in  this  position  advanced  across  the 
creek,  forming  on  the  left  of  a  brigade  from  First  Division.  We  ad- 
vanced in  line  through  a  dense  wood  and  underbrush  about  half  a  mile. 
It  was  now  quite  dark,  and  the  enemy  having  disappeared  from  our 
front,  we  moved  by  the  right  flank  back  to  the  road,  taking  up  our  line 
of  march  for  Abbeville,  arriving  there  about  11  p.  m.  Eemamnig  ni 
camp  until  the  19th,  on  which  day  we  moved  with  the  brigade  to  Hur- 
ricane Creek,  crossing  the  creek  and  encamping  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
crest  of  the  hill.  21st,  we  marched  again  toward  Oxford,  campnig 
about  four  miles  from  Oxford  in  open  fields.  22d,  were  in  line  to  re- 
sume our  march  to  Oxford,  but  the  expedition  being  ordered  back,  we 
did  not  move  in  that  direction,  but  marched  to  Hurricane  Creek,  camp- 
ing on  the  north  side.  23d,  marched  to  AbbeviUe.  34th,  regiment 
25  It  B— VOL  XXXIX,  PT  I 
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guarded  forage  train  out  four  miles.  25th,  marclied  to  Water 
26th,  marched  to  Holly  Springs.  The  following  is  the  list  of  casut 
since  leavin  g  Memphis :  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser 

ELI  MATTOCKS, 
Captain,  Fifty-second  Indiana  Voh.,  Comd(j.  Betjivu 

Lieut.  James  D.  Cobine, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  3d  BrUj.,  3d  Dir.,  10th  Army  Corps. 


No.  17. 


Report  of  Lieut.  John  W.  Loicell,  Battery  G,  Second  Illinois  Light  j 

lery. 

Hdqrs.  Company  G,  Second  Illinois  Light  Autilleky, 

Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  Aiujust  26,  18 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  circular  order  of  this  date,  I  respe(!tfully  repor 
liart  taken  by  my  battery  in  tlie  expedition  tcom  Memphis,  Ten 
Oxford,  Miss.,  and  return  to  this  i)lace.  My  battery  inarched 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  on  the  3d  instant,  in  company  Avith  the  negro  bri 
and  arrived  at  Holly  Springs  on  the  5th,  Avhere  it  joined  the  Thirc 
gade  on  the  Gth  instant.  From  this  place  it  marched  and  camped 
the  brigade  through  the  whole  expedition  to  Oxford  and  return, 
engaged  in  no  action  and  nothing  happening  worthy  of  reporting, 
casualties  in  my  command  during  the  expedition. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  LOWELL, 
First  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Bait 

Lieut.  James  D.  Cobine, 

A.  A.  A.  G.,  3d  Brig.,  3d  Div.,  Right  Wing,  10th  Army  Cor^ 


No.  18. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  H.  Grierson,  IT.  8.  Army,  comma 

Cavalry  Corps. 

Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  Dist.  of  West  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  September  0, 1 

Major  :  In  comjiliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  97,  headqu 
District  of  West  Tennessee,  dated  July  30,  1804, 1  reported  wit 
command  for  duty  to  the  major-general  commanding  Eight  Winj 
teenth  Army  Corps.  In  obedience  to  his  instructions,  on  the  1st  ( 
gust,  I  ordered  Brig.  (ien.  Edward  Hatch,  commanding  First  Di 
Cavalry,  to  move  southward  and  concentrate  his  command  at  o 
Holly  Springs,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  infantry  to  push  the 
of  the  Mississippi  Central  Railroad  toward  the  Tallahatchie  E.i\ 
sent  the  Second  Division  of  Cavalry  in  detachments  from  this 
and  White's  Station  as  guard  to  the  Avagon  train  and  ai'tillery  di] 
Holly  Springs.    On  the  8th,  in  obedience  to  instructions  fron 


'  I^ominal  list  (omitted)  sUo>V8  3  enlisted,  uion  wouiidod  mid  1  oapttirei 
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Gen.  A.  J.  Smith,  tlie  First  Division  and  Coloucl  Noble's  brigade,  of 
the  Second  Division,  jmder  the  command  of  General  Hatcli,  moved 
southward,  drove  the  enemy  across  the  Tallahatchie  Eivcr,  thence 
.south  of  Oxford,  maintaining  a  running  fight  the  whole  distance.  For 
particulars  of  these  engagements  I  refer  you  to  the  re])ort  of  Brigadier- 
General  Hatch,  herewith  inclosed.  The  command  of  General  Hatch 
returned  to  Abbeville  on  the  10th  and  bivouacked. 

On  the  evening  of  the  11th,  by  direction  of  General  Smith,  I  ordered 
Colonel  Wiiislow  to  proceed  with  his  Second  Brigade  (his  First  Bri- 
gade having  remained  during  this  interval  at  Holly  Springs)  to  Water- 
ford,  reporting  on  arrival  ttiero  by  telegraph  to  Major-General  Smith, 
who  was  at  Holly  Springs.  From  Waterford  Colonel  Winslow  moved 
to  Holly  Springs,  where  lie  concentrated  his  command  and  remained  until 
the  trains  and  infantry  had  all  left  that  point.  Colonel  Winslow,  suf- 
fering severely  from  a  disordered  limb,  was  relieved  from  duty  with 
the  expedition  by  the  major-general  commanding,  and  ordered  to  take 
charge  of  the  railroad  trains  and  guards,  aiul  conduct  them  safely  back 
to  Memphis.  Colonel  Karge,  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  was  now 
iJlaced  in  command  of  the  Second  Division.  On  the  18th  instant,  all 
Government  property  having  been  removed  from  Holly  Springs,  he 
proceeded  with  his  command  to  the  Tallahatchie  Kiver,  arriving  at 
Abbeville,  south  of  the  river,  on  the  19th.  In  the  mean  time,  from  the 
10th  to  the  18th,  the  First  Division  was  encamped  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Tallahatchie  Eiver  near  Abbeville,  and  was  engaged  in  almost 
daily  skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  On  the  13th  I  accompanied  General 
Hatch's  division  to  Hurricane  (^reek,  where  a  brisk  engagement  ensued, 
in  which  the  enemy  was  driven  from  liis  works,  with  (U)nsiderable  loss. 
In  this  engagement  the  Sixtli  and  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  commanded 
by  Col.  M.  H.  Starr,  distinguished  themselves  by  their  perseverance 
and  intrepid  bravery.  For  particulars  of  this  engagement  I  refer  you 
again  to  the  report  of  General  Hatch.  On  the  19th  I  ordered  General 
Hatch  to  move  with  his  command  toward  Oxford.  Again  he  found  the 
enemy  in  force  on  Hurricane  Creek,  and  after  a  short  engagement  drove 
him  away.  On  the  20th  I  moved  with  my  Second  Division  and  joined 
General  Hatch  on  the  south  side  of  Hurricane  Creek.  On  the  21st,  at 
6  a.  m.,  I  moved  General  Hatch's  division  on  the  right  flank,  and  Col- 
onel Karg^'s  division,  except  one  regiment,  on  the  left  flank  of  the  in- 
fantry. With  this  regiment  I  moved  in  advance  of  the  center  column, 
entering  Oxford  about  8  a.  m.  simultaneously  from  the  north,  east,  and 
west. 

The  enemy  had  constructed  earth-works  on  the  south  and  Avest  por- 
tions of  the  town,  but  had  evacuated  then)  the  day  before.  Hearing 
that  General  Forrest  had,  with  a  portion  of  his  force,  made  a  circuit 
and  forced  march  and  had  attacked  Memphis,  by  order  of  the  major- 
general  conunanding  I  sent  General  Hatch  with  his  division  toward 
Panola,  and  with  Colonel  Karg6's  division  I  proceeded  back  to  the 
Tallahatchie  at  Abbeville,  and  there  awaited  further  orders.  General 
Hatch  had  proceeded  several  miles  on  the  Panola  road  when  he  was 
ordered  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  return  to  Abbeville.  Ar- 
riving with  Colonel  .Karg6's  division  at  the  Tallahatchie,  we  found  tliat 
the  heavy  rahis  which  prevailed  for  several  days  had  swept  away  a 
portion  of  the  bridge,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  night  of  the  21st 
was  employed  iu  repairing  it.  Colonel  Karg6  crossed  to  the  north  side 
of  the  river  early  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  and  there  awaited  further 
orders.  General  HatcIi  rejoined  us  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  and  was 
about  to  cross  the  river  iu  obedience  to  the  orders  of  General  Smith, 
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wheu  the  bridge  gave  way  aud  was  not  repaired  sufficiently  for  him  to 
cross  until  the  night  of  the  23d.  On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  major-general  commanding,  I  ordered  General  Hatch  to  make 
a  circuit  to  the  west  with  his  command  and  encamp  at  night  near 
Waterford.  With  Colonel  Karg6's  division  I  proceeded  direct  to  Holly  ■ 
Springs,  with  instructions  to  occupy  the  town  until  the  arrival  of  the 
infantry,  and  if  possible  open  railroad  and  telegraph  communication 
with  La  Grange.  Finding  the  road  and  wires  too  badly  destroyed  to 
be  repaired  in  less  than  three  or  four  days,  I  reported  this  fact  to  Gen- 
eral Smith,  who  decided  not  to  repair  it.  On  the  27th  I  was  ordered 
by  General  Smith  to  remain  at  Holly  Sijrings  until  further  orders 
ftom  Major-General  Washburn;  accordingly,  I  immediately  dispatched 
messengers  to  La  Grange  to  communicate  with  this  latter  officer  and 
obtain  orders.  In  obedience  to  orders  received  during  the  night  of  the 
27th,  I  moved  my  entire  command  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  direct  to 
La  Grange. 

My  entire  loss  during  the  expedition  was  12  killed,  38  wounded,  and 
37  missing.  The  horses  subsisted  almost  entirely  ujjon  green  corn  dur- 
ing our  absence,  but  returned  in  fair  condition. 

I  herewith  inclose  reports  of  the  brigade  and  division  commanders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  GEIERSON, 


Brigadier-  General. 


Maj.  J.  Hough, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  19. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Edward  Match,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding    First 

Division. 

Hdqrs.  1st  Diy.,  Cav.  Corps,  Dist.  of  West  Teknessee, 

La  Grange,  Tenn.,  August  30, 1864. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  orders 
from  Brig.  Gen.  B.  H.  Grierson,  commanding  Cavalry  Corps,  District 
of  West  Tennessee,  I  moved  out  from  this  place  on  the  1st  instant,  hav- 
ing ordered  concentration  of  this  division  at  Holly  Springs,  Miss.  Hav- 
ing opened  communication  with  Holly  Springs  by  railroad,  accord- 
ing to  instructions,  and  pursuant  to  further  orders  from  Maj.  Gen. 
A.  J.  Smith,  commanding  Right  Wing,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  to  whom 
I  had  been  ordered  to  rei)ort,  1  moved  out  at  daylight  on  the  morning 
of  the  8th  instant  with  my  command,  increased  by  Colonel  Noble's  bri- 
gade, Second  Division,  Cavalry  Corps,  and  two  brigades  of  General  Mow- 
er's division,  to  the  Tallahatchie  River,  where  the  enemy  was  found  in 
some  force,  aud  manifesting  a  disposition  to  dispute  the  passage.  I  or- 
dered Colonel  Hill,  commanding  Thirty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry,  to  open  on 
the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  and  Colonel  Winslow,  commanding  Second 
Division,  Cavalry  Corps,  at  the  same  time  to  charge,  and,  if  possible, 
carry  the  railroad  bridge.  At  the  same  time  two  guns  of  the  Tenth 
Missouri  Cavalry  were  brought  up  and  opened  on  the  enemy's  rifle-pits, 
and  under  cover  of  this  fire  the  Thirty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry  rapidly  crossed 
the  river.  As  soon  as  the  enemy  was  driven  from  liis  position.  Colonel 
Noble,  with  the  Third  and  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  charged  over  the  rail- 
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road  bridge.  Colonel  Herrick's brigade  (First  Brigade,  First  Division), 
dismounted,  supported  the  Tliirty-flftli  Iowa  Infantry.  As  soon  as  the 
enemy  was  driven  back,  the  engineer  corps  of  General  Mower's  divis- 
ion threAV  a  bridge  across  the  river,  finishing  it  the  same  evening. 
Early  next  morning  I  advanced  and  found  the  enemy  occupying  the 
heights  beyond  the  river.  Opening  on  him  with  artillery  and  throwing 
a  regiment  on  each  flank,  he  was  readily  driven  from  his  position. 
Skirmishing  continued  for  eight  miles,  when,  at  Hurricane  Creek,  he 
made  a  stand,  having  a  strong  positi(m  on  the  other  side,  but  was  driven 
from  it  by  a  charge  of  Colonel  Winslow's  division.  This  charge  being 
made  on  foot,  the  enemy  succeeded  in  mounting  his  horses  and  making- 
good  his  escape.  The  pursuit  continued  to  Oxford,  where  the  enemy 
again  made  a  stand  and  got  his  artillery  into  position.  Ordering  two  regi- 
ments, under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jenkins,  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  to 
move  to  his  rear  and  attack  sharjjly,  and  having  waited  a  sufHcient  length 
of  time  for  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jenkins  to  attack,  1  ordered  Colonel  Coon, 
Second  Iowa,  commanding  the  Second  Brigade  of  this  division,  to  charge 
the  town.  The  enemy  broke,  leaving  his  caissons  and  camp  equipage, 
and  made  good  his  retreat  before  the  troops  sent  to  his  rear  struck  him, 
except  in  a  weak  attack  on  his  flank.  I  followed  him  south  of  Oxford 
until  night  put  an  end  to  the  pursuit.  Hearing  nothing  of  the  enemy 
next  morning,  I  moved  back  to  Abbeville.  On  the  13tli  instant,  in  com- 
pliance with  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Mower,  I  moved  my  com- 
mand toward  Hurricane  Creek,  where  General  Forrest  had  taken  up  a 
strong  position  on  the  south  side,  with  earth-works.  Col.  M.  H.  Starr, 
Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry  was  ordered  to  take  his  regiment  and  the  Ninth 
Illinois  Cavalry  and  move  on  the  enemy's  left  flank,  crossing  the  creek 
two  miles  below,  while  Colonel  Herrick  was  ordered  to  move  his  brigade 
across  the  stream  two  miles  above  and  attack  the  enemy  on  his  right 
flank.  The  Second  Iowa  Cavalry  moved  on  the  main  road  occupied  by 
the  enemy,  and  in  advance  of  the  infantry  under  General  Mower.  Both 
Colonels  Starr  and  Herrick  met  the  enemy  in  force  befoi'e  reaching  the 
creek.  Colonel  Starr  in  three  or  four  hours'  severe  skirmishing  drove  the 
force  in  front  of  him  across  the  creek,  and  pressing  it  back  on  the  main 
force  captured  the  enemy's  earth-works.  In  the  mean  time  the  Second 
Iowa  Cavalry  had  driven  the  enemy's  skirmishers  across  the  creek, 
when  a  battery  of  General  Mower's  division  opened,  which  was  quickly 
replied  to  by  the  enemy.  This  artillery  firing  continued  an  hour  or  more. 
During  this  time  Colonel  Herrick,  with  heavy  skirmishing,  had  driven 
the  force  in  front  of  him  across  the  creek,  when  they  opened  on  hinl 
with  artillery.  Colonel  Herrick  having  no  artillery  advanced  no 
farther,  but  held  his  ground  until  afterward  ordered  to  fall  back. 
Colonel  Starr  still  pressing  the  enemy  closely,  he  finally  gave  way  and 
rapidly  retreated  to  Oxford.  The  infantry  were  not  engaged.  Colonel 
Starr's  loss  in  this  engagement  was  6  killed  and  14  wounded.  General 
Mower  then  ordered  me  to  move  back  to  the  Tallahatchie  River,  which 
I  did  that  night.  On  the  19th  instant  I  received  orders  from  Brigadier- 
Genei-al  Grierson  to  move  with  my  command  in  the  direction  of  Oxford. 
1  moved  forward,  with  light  skirmishing,  and  encamped  on  the  south 
side  of  Hurricane  Creek,  when  I  was  directed  to  await  further  orders. 
On  the  morning  of  the  22d  instant,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Briga- 
dier-General Grierson,  I  marched  to  Oxford  on  the  Wyatt  road.  On 
the  same  day  I  returned  with  my  command  to  Hurricane  Creek  by  the 
same  road,  and  on  the  23d  instant  moved  back  to  the  Tallahatchie 
Kiver.    On  the  25th  instant  I  marched  to  Cox's  Cross-Eoads,  apd  on 


390  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MlSS.,  ALA:,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  LI. 

the  2Ctli  instiint  to  a  point  four  miles  west  of  Holly  Springs.  On  the 
27tli  instant  I  moved  to  Holly  Sniiugs,  and  on  the  28th  instant  arrived 
at  La  Grange  with  my  command. 

The  behavior  of  this  command  on  the  expedition,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, was  all  that  I  could  wish.     I  append  a  list  of  casualties  during 
the  expedition :  Killed,  12;  wounded,  37;  missing,  35;  total,  84. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  HATCH, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Capt.  S.  L.  WooDWAiiD, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Cavalry  Corp.'s,  Dint,  of  West  Tennessee. 


No.  20. 

Report  of  Maj.  Charles  C.  Horton,  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  Second  Brigade. 

Headqtjaetees  Second  Iowa  Cavalry, 

Germantonm,  Tenn.,  September  1,  1864. 

GrENEEAL,:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  rei)ort  of  the 
part  borne  by  the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry  during  the  late  expedition  of 
General  A.  J.  Smith : 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  Col.  D.  E.  Coon,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  First  Division,  Cavalry  Corps,  I  left  Collierville,  Tenn.,  on  the 
2d  of  August,  1864,  marched  to  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  and  joined  the  bri- 
gade. General  E.  Hatch,  commanding  Cavalry  Corps,  crossed  the  Tal- 
lahatchie River  on  the  'Jth,  and  moved  toward  Oxford,  Miss.,  Col. 
Winslow,  commanding  Second  Division,  in  advance.  The  enemy  were 
found  in  force  near  the  town.  Colonel  Winslow's  division  was  thrown 
on  right  and  left  flank,  giving  the  Second  Iowa  the  advance  on  the 
road.  In  obedience  to  orders  from  General  Hatch,  I  dismounted  the 
First  and  Second  Battalions,  commanded  by  Major  Schnitzer  and  Cap- 
tain Goodrich,  to  support  a  battery.  The  rebels,  under  Chalmers,  had 
now  fallen  back  to  the  south  side  of  town,  leaving  one  gun,  with  slight 
sujiport,  in  position  near  the  court-house.  Major  Moore,  commanding 
Third  Battalion,  charged  the  town,  driving  the  enemy  and  capturing 
1  caisson. 

.  The  entire  command  returned  to  the  Tallahatchie  on  the  10th.  Gen- 
■  eral  Hatch  moved  again  on  Oxford  road  with  First  Division  on  the 
13th,  the  First  Brigade  on  the  left,  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Illinois,  of 
Second  Brigade,  under  Colonel  Starr,  on  the  right  tiank.  Second  Iowa, 
supported  by  one  brigade  of  infantry  witli  two  guns,  on  the  main  road. 
Companies  B  and  I  were  sent  on  the  advance.  They  soon  struck  the 
rebel  pickets  and  drove  them  for  three  miles,  when  they  encountered 
a  brigade  of  the  enemy  dismounted,  from  whom  they  received  a  heavy 
fire,  throwing  the  advance  into  some  confusion,  but  they  were  soon 
rallied.  I  dismounted  the  regiment  and  moved  promptly  to  their  sup- 
port. After  a  sharp  engagement  of  twenty  minutes  they  were  driven 
back  upon  their  main  line  on  the  south  side  of  Hurricane  Creek.  From 
this  position  they  opened  on  us  with  two  batteries.  The  iutantry  now 
came  up,  and  our  guns  replied  with  shot  and  shell.  The  fighting  was 
after  this  principally  confined  to  the  right  flank.  After  a  severe  en- 
gagement Colonel  Starr  turned  Chalmers'  left  and  compelled  him  to 
retire.'     My  loss  was  5  men  wounded  and  2  taken  prisoners.     The 
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regimental  standard  was  badly  torn  by  sliell.  During  the  next  three 
days'  skirmishing  I  lost  2  men  killed,  4  Avounded,  and  3  missing. 
Total  of  casualties,  2  killed,  9  wounded,  and  5  missing. 

Returned  to  camp  at  Germantown  on  the  2d  of  September,  18G4. 
Distance  marched,  200  miles. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  C.  HOETON, 
Major  Second  loica  Cavalry,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Adjutant-Genekal  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  I).  C. 


Ho.  21. 


Report  of  Col.  Joseph  KargS,  Second  Wew  Jersey  Cavalry,  commanding 

Second  Division. 

Hdqrs.  2d  Div.,  Cav.  Corps,  Dist.  of  West  Tennessee, 

Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  August  27, 18C4. 

Captain:  In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  general  commanding 
I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this 
division  in  the  present  expedition  from  the  time  I  assumed  command 
(August  17)  up  to  this  date: 

For  the  report  of  the  doings  of  the  division  prior  to  my  taking  com- 
mand I  must  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  brigade  commanders,  which 
I  transmit  herewith. 

August  17,  assumed  command  of  the  division,  by  order  of  Maj.  Gen. 
A.  J.  Smith,  relieving  Obi.  E.  F.  Winslow,  who  from  physical  disability 
was  unable  to  accompany  the  expedition.  Q^'he  command  was  then  at 
Holly  Springs,  and  consisted  of  the  First  Brigade,  1 ,274  strong,  Lieut. 
Col.  Joseph  C.  Hess,  Nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  commanding; 
the  Second  Brigade,  1,150  strong,  Col.  John  W.  Noble,  Third  Towa 
Cavalry,  commanding.  The  First  Brigade  was  composed  of  the  Fourth 
Missouri  Cavalry,  Nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Second  New  Jer- 
sey Cavalry,  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry,  and  First  Mississippi  Mounted 
Eifles;  the  Second  Brigade,  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry  and 
Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry.  With  the  division  I  had  six  pieces  of  artil- 
lery— four  12-pounder  mountain  howitzers  of  the  Fourth  Missouri  Cav- 
alry, and  two  6-pounder  rifles  of  the  Tenth  Missouri.  August  18,  with 
this  force  I  left  Holly  Springs  at  4.30  p.  m.,  and  marched  to  Kelaugh's 
farm,  some  thirteen  miles  distant,  arriving  there  at  midnight.  Owing 
to  the  heavy  condition  of  the  roads  my  train  did  not  get  up  until  the 
next  morning.  August  19,  after  feeding  all  the  grain  I  had,  I  broke 
camp  at  9  a.  m.  and  moved  forward  to  Abbeville,  seven  miles,  and  went 
into  camp.  August  20,  remained  in  camp  at  Abbeville  during  the  day. 
August  21,  moved  the  command  at  G  a.  m.  and  marched  one  mile  south 
of  Hurricane  Creek,  and  went  into  camp  on  the  left  of  the  army.  Au- 
gust 22,  left  camp  at  G  a.  m.,  moving  across  the  country  to  the  left; 
struck  the  Rocky  Ford  road;  moving  on  that  some  distance,  I  found  it 
intersected  the  main  Oxford  road  at  an  acute  angle,  and  my  instruc- 
tions being  to  come  in  on  the  east  of  Oxford,  I  again  moved  across  the 
country  to  the  left  and  struck  a  plantation  road,  leading  from  the  Rocky 
Ford  to  the  Pontotoc  and  Oxford  road;  moving  on  the  former  some 
distance,  I  came  into  the  latter  about  four  miles  east  of  Oxford.    Ob- 
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serving  signs  of  tlie  enemy  here,  I  sent  the  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry, 
under  Captain  Knispel  on  some  four  miles  in  the  direction  of  Pontotoc, 
but  he  returned- without  hearing  of  any  force  of  the  enemy,  bringing 
with  him  2  prisoners.  Upon  reaching  Oxford,  I  was  directed  by  Gen- 
eral Grierson  to  supply  my  command  with  rations  to  include  the  26th 
instant,  and  to  return  to  Abbeville,  there  to  repair  the  bridge  across 
the  Tallahatchie  and  to  await  further  orders.  August  23,  the  "bridge 
having  been  repaired  during  the  night  by  details  from  the  Second  Bri- 
gade, I  Avas  ordered  to  cross  the  river  and  to  await  further  orders  on 
the  north  side;  at  noon  I  received  orders  to  go  into  cami>.  August  24, 
remained  in  camp  two  miles  north  of  the  Tallahatchie.  August  25, 
broke  camp  at  8  a.  m.  and  marched  to  Holly  Springs,  arriving  there  at 
2  p.  m.  (distance  sixteen  miles),  and  went  into  camp  on  the  Salem  and 
New  Albany  roads  east  of  the  town.  August  26,  in  camp  east  of  Holly 
Springs. 

My  horses  are  much  worn  down,  having  been  fed  for  the  last  ten 
days  on  green  corn.  Many  of  them  are  foundered  by  the  injudicious 
manner  in  which  they  have  been  fed.  There  is  little  or  no  sickness  in 
the  command. 

The  losses  are  as  follows,  viz :  First  Brigade,  2  missing  (Privates  Fire- 
stone and  Dilday,  Company  E,  First  Mississippi  Mounted  Rifles):  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  1  wounded  (Corpl.  J.  K.  P.  McCallum,  Company  E,  Third 
Iowa  Cavalry,  in  the  right  arm,  severely,  August  8). 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

JOSEPH  KAEGfi, 
Colonel  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Division. 

Capt.  S.  L.  Woodward, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Cavalry  Corps,  Dist.  of  West  Tennessee. 


No.  22. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  C.  Hess,  Nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
commanding  First  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Cavalry  Corps, 

District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Molly  Springs,  August  27, 1864. 

Colonel  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the 
brigade  now  under  my  command  left  White's  Station  at  7  a.  m.  August 
C,  1864.  Passed  through  Gennantown  8  a.  m. ;  took  the  Pigeon  Boost 
road  for  Holly  Springs ;  crossed  Coldwater  Stream  and  camped  near  it 
at  6  p.  m.;  headquarters  at  W.  J.  Williams',  thirty-one  miles  from 
Memphis.  August  7,  we  left  camp  near  Coldwater  Stream  at  8  a.  m. ; 
took  the  Holly  Springs  road ;  halted  at  11.30  a.  m. ;  resumed  our  march 
atl  p.  m.  and  reached  Holly  Springs  at  6  p.  m.;  Ave  found  but  little 
water  on  the  road;  encamped  half  a  mile  west  of  town.  Camp  very 
pleasantly  situated,  but  water  scarce.  The  brigade  at  this  time  num- 
bered as  follows,  viz:  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry,  261  men,  8  officers; 
Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  290  men,  13  ofBcers;  Seventh  Indiana 
Cavalry,  582  men,  18  officers ;  Nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  170 
men,  8  officers;  First  Mississippi  Cavalry,  80  men,  5  officers;  total, 
1,383  men,  52  officers. 

On  the  8th  of  August  400  men  of  the  Seventh  Indiana  left  at  2  a.  m. 
on  a  reconnaissance  under  command  of  Major  Simouson;  went  to  Talla 
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liatcliie  River,  and  were  engaged  in  lively  skirmishing  that  afternoon 
and  a  portion  of  the  next  day.  We  remained  in  camp  at  Holly  Springs 
until  August  17.  During  our  stay  at  Holly  Springs  we  sent  out  several 
parties  on  reconnaissance.  On  the  night  of  the  10th  the  pickets  were 
troubled  by  guerrillas;  1  man  of  the  Seventh  Indiana  shot  through  the 
hand.  Two  hundred  Fourth  Missouri  sent  to  Salem,  and  150  Nine- 
teenth Pennsylvania  and  24  First  Mississippi  sent  to  Tippah  Eiver  on 
the  11th  August;  Mneteenth  Pennsylvania  returned  at  11  p.  m.; 
Fourth  Missouri  returned  August  12,  having  captured  a  rebel  lieu- 
tenant and  3  men.  On  the  14th  of  August  sent  out  one  battalion  of 
Seventh  Indiana  and  one  battalion  of  Second  New  Jersey  on  recionnais- 
sance  to  Lamar  and  Tippah  River.  Thirty-three  men  of  Seventh  Indi- 
ana, under  command  of  Lieutenant  Skeltou,  met  a  force  of  several  hun- 
dred rebels  at  Lamar  and  boldly  charged  them,  throwing  them  into 
confusion,  and  capturing  several  ijri'soners,  but  owing  to  the  superior 
force  of  the  enemy  Lieutenant  Skelton  abandoned  the  prisoners  and 
returned  to  camp.  Two  of  his  men  were  wounded,  one  of  whom  was 
taken  prisoner.  On  the  15th  Lieutenant  Renough  and  twenty  men  of 
Fourth  Missouri  were  detailed  at  headquarters  of  General  Smith.  A 
portion  of  the  Second  New  Jersey  who  were  sent  out  on  the  14th  were 
surprised  at  Tippah  River,  and  our  guide,  Williams,  severely  wounded. 
On  the  16th  we  were  ordered  to  prepare  to  move  forward;  fifty-four 
sick  men  and  forty-one  unserviceable  horses  were  sent  to  White's  Sta- 
tion. August  17,  Col.  Joseph  Karge  having  assumed  command  of  the 
Second  Division,  I  was  placed  in  command  of  this  brigade,  and  left 
camp  at  11.30  a.  m.;  moved  into  town  and  encamijed  at  12.30  p.  m. 
near  the  railroad.  ScoTxting  parties  were  sent  out  on  the  Salem  and 
NeAV  Albany  roads,  but  saw  no  force  of  the  enemy.  August  18,  at  8  a. 
m.  I  moved  my  command  across  the  railroad  to  the  east,  and  there 
remained  until  4.30  p.  m. ;  then  left  for  Waterford.  Went  into  camp  at 
Kelaugh's  farm,  thirteen  miles  tiom  Holly  Springs,  12  at  night.  The 
wagon  train  and  the  Second  New  Jersey,  which  was  rear  guard,  did 
not  arrive  until  6  a.  m.  the  next  morning.  Left  Kelaugh's  farm  at  9.30 
a.  m.  August  19 ;  reached  Abbeville,  seven  miles,  at  1  p.  m.  and  went 
into  camp.  My  wagon  train  stopped  at  the  Tallahatchie  and  took  on 
rations  for  the  command,  Avhich  were  there  in  store  for  them,  and  came 
into  camp  at  3 1).  m.  The  Nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  which  had 
been  sent  forward  August  10,  rejoined  the  brigade  at  this  place.  Re- 
mained in  camp  at  Abbeville  during  the  day,  August  20;  nothing  of 
interest  transpired.  Left  camp  at  Abbeville  at  6  a.  m.  August  21, 
crossed  Hurricane  Creek  at  7.30  a.  m.;  roads  very  bad;  halted,  watered, 
and  waited  until  the  infantry  came  up ;  resumed  our  march  at  10  a.  m. 
and  Avent  into  camp  one  mile  from  the  creek  at  11  a.  m.  August  22, 
1  left  camp  at  6  a.  m.  and  took  the  Rocky  Ford  road  for  Oxford. 
Reached  that  place  at  11  a.  m. ;  sent  the  Fourth  Missouri  on  a  scout  on 
the  Pontotoc  road  to  go  four  miles,  return,  and  report;  here  drew  three 
days'  rations  for  command.  Left  Oxford  at  11.30  a.  m.  and  proceeded 
back  to  Abbeville,  reaching  that  point  at  G  p.  m.,  and  encamped  until 
morning.  Detailed  100  men  of  the  Second  New  Jersey  to  assist  in 
building  the  bridge  across  the  Tallahatchie.  August  23, 1  left  camp  at 
6.15  a.  m.,  crossed  the  river,  and  went  into  camp  one  mile  and.a  half 
beyond.  The  Fourth  Missouri  rejoined  the  command  at  this  j)lace, 
having  with  them  2  prisoners,  who  were  captured  near  Oxford. 
August  24,  remained  in  camp;  sent  100  men  of  Second  New  Jersey  to 
escort  Major  Graham  and  a  party  of  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry  to  Holly 
Springs.    A  party  of  foragers  sent  out  from  the  First  Mississippi  lost 
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2  of  their  men,  who  straggled  from  the  column  (Privates  Firestone  and 
Dilday,  of  Company  E).  August  25,  left  camp  at  8  a.  m.  for  Holly 
Springs,  at  which  point  we  arrived  at  2  p.  m.,  and  went  into  camp  on 
east  side  of  the  railroad,  where  we  are  still  encamped. 

I  would  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  great  amount  of  duty  per- 
formed by  this  brigade  during  the  expedition,  which  has  left  the  horses 
in  very  bad  condition.  The  brigade  has  not  participated  in  any  action 
since  it  has  been  under  my  command,  and  I  report  no  casualties  except 
the  2  men  captured  from  the  First  Mississippi  Mounted  Rifles,  1  of 
whom  (Private  Firestone)  is  supposed  to  have  been  shot,  as  firing  was 
heard  in  that  direction  immediately  after  he  Avas  missed  from  the  com- 
mand. The  2  prisoners  captured  by  the  Fourth  Missouri  were  this  day 
turned  over  to  the  provost-marshal. 

I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  in  my  opinion  the  officers  and  men  of 
my  command  have  conducted  themselves  in  a  very  creditable  manner. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  HESS, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Gomdg.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Cavalry  Corps. 

fCol.  E.  F.  WiNSLOW.] 


No.  23. 


Report  of  Col.  John  W.  Nohle,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  commanding  Sec- 
ond Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Beig.,  Second  Div.,  Cavalry  Corps, 

Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  August  26,  1864. 
Lieutenant  :  In  accordance  with  the  direction  of  the  colonel  com- 
manding, of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  tiommand 
left  Memphis,  Tenn.,  for  the  present  expedition  on  the  4th  and  5tli  days 
of  August,  with  1,280  officers  and  jnen  and  1,357  horses  and  mules. 
The  Fourth  Iowa,  moving  on  the  4th,  reached  Holly  Springs  by  way  of 
Quinu's  Mill  on  the  6th,  and  the  Third  Iowa  and  Tenth  Missouri  by  the 
same  route  on  the  7th,  the  distance  being  fifty-one  miles.  Forage  suf- 
ficient to  supply  the  command  was  obtained  along  the  road.  No  other 
incident  occurred  during  this  march  than  the  loss  by  the  Third  Iowa  of 
11  horses  during  the  night  of  the  6th  (1  man  was  wounded  by  the 
enemy,  who  succeeded  in  stealing  away  by  by-paths  and  through  corn- 
fields) without  the  regiment  being  able  to  retake  the  property.  The  com- 
mand on  the  morning  of  the  8th  left  Holly  Springs  at  3.30  o'clock,  leav- 
ing behind  all  wagons  and  unserviceable  men  and  horses,  and  marched 
to  the  Tallahatchie  Eiver,  eighteen  miles,  by  10  a.  m.  Dismount- 
ing the  brigade  and  preparing  to  fight  on  foot,  I  advanced  at  11  a.  m. 
against  the  enemy,  who  were  in  force  at  the  railroad  bridge  across  the 
river,  with  the  Third  Iowa  and  Tenth  Missouri,  the  Third  Iowa  in  ad- 
vance. The  day  was  very  warm;  the  ground  a  river  bottom  broken 
with  creeks  and  bayous,  and  covered  with  the  debris  of  fallen  trees  hid 
amid  the  tallest  weeds.  The  skirmishing  was  for  a  time  warm,  but  our 
men  advancing  boldly,  and  the  section  of  artillery  under  Lieutenant 
Treece,  of  the  Tenth  Missouri,  opening  with  promptness  and  effect,  the 
enemy  retired,  and  the  Third  Iowa  Cavalry  crossed  the  Tallahatchie. 
Withdrawing  all  but  a  picket,  we  camped  on  the  north  side  of  the  river 
during  the  night.    Our  loss  was  1  man  wounded.    The  morning  of  the 
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9th  we  moved  out  at  2  a.  m.,  crossing  the  bridge  constructed  by 
our  troops  during  the  night  and  gaining  the  advance  of  the  army.    This 
brigade,  with  which  was  now  united  the  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry,  moved 
against  the  enemy,  who  was  in  position  about  two  miles  from  the  river. 
The  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  dismounted,  moved  forward  on  the  left  under 
cover  of  the  woods ;  the  Tenth,  dismounted,  on  the  center  and  in  front 
of  their  section  of  artillery;  the  Seventh  Indiana,  dismounted,  on  the 
right,  the  Third  Iowa  remaining  mounted  in  line  in  rear  of  the  artillery. 
The  enemy  opened  upon  our  lines  with  five  pieces  of  artillery,  and  the 
engagement  continued  until  we  gained  possession  of  his  position  at  11 
a.  m.    The  Third  Iowa  Cavalry  was  now  thrown  in  advance,  and  skir- 
mished with  the  enemy  to  Hurricane  Creek,  a  distance  of  about  six 
miles,  where  the  rebels  again  took  position  and  opened  their  battery. 
Dismounting  the  Third  Iowa  and  Tenth  Missouri  and  advancing  in 
line,  the  enemy  was  put  to  flight.    I  at  this  time  ordered  up  the  Seventh 
Indiana  Cavalry  with  the  intention  of  charging  the  retreating  battery 
of  the  enemy,  but  the  order  was  countermanded  by  my  superior  officer. 
The  enemy  seemed  to  flee  precipitately  and,  I  think,  was  demoralized. 
We  were  relieved  at  this  point  by  the  First  Division,  and  proceeded 
with  them  to  Oxford,  eight  miles.    On  the  road  a  rebel,  armed  and 
mounted,  was  captured  by  myself  and  staflf  officers.    Two  prisoners 
were  taken  at  the  affair  on  Hurricane  Creek  by  the  Tenth  Missouri. 
On  the  10th  Ave  marched  from  Oxford  to  Abbeville,  some  twelve  miles. 
On  the  11th  there  were  sent  back  from  this  brigade  fifty-six  sick  men 
and  sixty  disabled  animals,  including  twenty  men  and  twenty  horses 
from  the  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry.    This  detachment  was  under  charge 
of  Captain  Neet,  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry.    Our  train  reached  us  at  this 
jioint,  and  in  the  evening  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  Waterford,  twelve 
miles,  which  place  was  reached  at  2  a.  m.,  and  at  6  a.  m.  of  the  same 
morning  we  marched  for  Holly  Springs,  which  point  we  reached  at 
noon,  eight  miles.    The  brigade  remained  at  Holly  Springs  until  the 
18th,  sending  patrols  to  Salem,  HudsouAille,  and  on  the  New  Albany 
road  daily,  averaging  a  march,  with  foraging,  &c.,  of  about  five  miles 
jier  diem  for  the  whole  command.    At  5  p.  m.  of  the  18th  we  marched 
toward  Tallahatchie  Eiver,  thirteen  miles,  and  on  the  19th  we  moved  on 
toward  Abbeville,  beyond  the  river,  eight  miles.    On  the20th  regimental 
reports  exhibited  the  strength  of  the  command  at  1,137  officers  and  men 
and  1,195  horses  andmules.    At  i  p.m.  of  the20ththebrigademarched  to 
Hurricane  Creek,  except  the  Third  Iowa,  which  reported  the  next  day; 
six  miles.    We  were  in  camp  on  the  21st,  and  on  the  22d  at  5.30  a.  m. 
we  marched  on  the  left  flank  of  the  army,  advancing  on  Oxford,  arriv- 
ing at  that  town  at  11  a.  m.,  and,  without  halting,  proceeded  back  to  the 
Tallahatchie  Eiver  by  Wyatt's  Ferry  road,  arriving  at  4  p.m.,  having 
marched  in  the  day  twenty-five  miles.    The  bridge  being  down  over 
the  Tallahatchie  it  was  repaired  by  this  brigade  by  12  o'clock  at  night, 
the  men  and  officers  working  with  great  zeal,  in  hope  that  the  corps 
would  aid  at  least  in  punishing  the  enemy,  then  reported  to  have  made 
a  daring  raid  upon  Memphis.    On  the  23d  we  moved  two  miles  and 
went  into  camp.    On  the  24th  we  remained  in  camp.    On  the  25th  we 
marched  to  Holly  Springs,  eleven  miles,  arriving  at  which  point  four 
squadrons  went  on  picket,  150  men  on  patrol  of  six  miles  out,  and  twenty 
men  and  an  officer  to  bear  dispatches  to  Waterford.    On  this  (the  26th) 
100  men  have  patrolled  six  miles  and  back,  and  forty  men  and  officers 
sent  out  on  other  special  duty. 

This  is  a  hasty  summary  of  the  services  of  the  brigade  made  here  in 
the  field.    It  is  but  proper  to  add  that  it  furnishes  but  a  very  imperfect 
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idea  of  the  faithful  services  of  the  men  and  officers  of  the  brigade. 
For  many  days  it  rained  hard,  and  at  other  times  the  weather  has  been 
oppressively  hot.  The  enemy,  though  not  strong,  has  been  vigilant, 
and  required  constant  watchfiiluess  on  our  part;  but  all  duties  have 
been  met,  and  the  spirit  of  all  is  as  good  to-day  for  service  as  when  we 
left  camp.  Our  horses  have  had  for  the  most  part  enough  forage,  and 
had  it  not  been  for  the  heat  and  some  long  marches,  would  have  suf- 
fered little.  The  horses  of  the  battery  have  suffered  most,  as  the  toil 
they  have  had  to  undergo  has  been  greater  than  animals  can  stand, 
with  no  other  forage  than  green  corn,  at  this  season.  A  tabular  state- 
ment accompanies  this  as  required.  The  number  of  miles  marched 
direct  is  215;  adding  the  many  scouts,  independent  expeditions,  patrols, 
&c.,  hot  enumerated,  and  the  command  may  be  said  to  have  marched 
at  least  250  miles. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  NOBLE, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  K.  M.  Smith, 

Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Division,  Cavalry  Corps. 


Report  of  casualties  in  men  and  horses  in  the  Second  Brigade  on  this  expedition. 
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a  James  K.  I*.  McCallum,  corporal,  Compaiiy  E,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  wounded  severely  in  right  arm 
Augnst  8. 

I  certify  that  the  above  report  is  correct. 

GLENN  LOWE, 
Lieutenant  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adgt.  Gen.,  Second  Brigade. 
Approved : 

JOHN  W.  NOBLE, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


No.  24. 

Report  of  Col.  William  L.  Duckworth,  Seventh  Tennessee  (Confederate) 

Cavalry. 

Headquaeteks, 
Water  Valley,  Miss.,  August  26, 1864. 
Captain  :  On  the  4th  instant  I  moved  with  my  command,  in  com- 
pany with  the  balance  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  from  Gun's 
Church  for  Pontotoc,  at  which  place  I  was  detached  and  sent  to  the 
front.  The  balance  of  the  month  up  to  the  19th  of  the  month  was 
occupied  in  marching  to  and  fro  without  event  of  importance.    On 
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the  19th,  having  beeu  temporarily  attached  to  the  Second  Brigade, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Wade,  I  was  moved  out  four  miles  from 
Oxford  on  the  Abbeville  road,  then  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  by  or- 
der of  Colonel  Wade  took  position,  dismounted  in  the  timber  overlook- 
ing an  open  field  north  of  Mr.  Isham's  residence,  in  which  the  enemy 
were  engaging  our  skirmishers.  The  enemy  soon  advanced  about  two 
regiments  dismounted.  I  had  ordered  my  regiment  to  conceal  them- 
selves by  lying  down  and  hold  their  fire  until  such  time  as  I  might  or- 
der. I  allowed  them  to  advance  until  within  about  100  yards,  when  I 
ordered  them  to  fire,  when  to  my  mortification  my  guns  refused  to  fire. 
After  delivering  about  fifteen  or  twenty  shots,  principally  pistols,  see- 
ing the  condition  of  my  arms  and  the  exposed  condition  of  my  com- 
mand, already  having  had  1  man  killed  and  1  mortally  wounded,  I 
ordered  my  regiment  to  retire.  In  this  engagement  the  enemy  had  1 
killed,  wounded  not  known. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  state  that  my  guns  had  been  loaded  five 
days,  during  which  they  had  been  almost  constantly  exposed  to  the  most 
drenching  rains,  and  this  fact  was  made  known  to  the  colonel  com- 
manding before  going  into  the  engagement.  While  I  do  not  enter  the 
above  as  a  complaint  against  the  colonel  commanding,  I  must  insist 
that  the  protest  entered  against  going  into  an  engagement  under  the 
cii'cumstances  was  perfectly  justifiable. 

I  arrived  and  went  into  camp  at  this  place  on  the  25th,  the  six  pre- 
vious dEiys  being  occupied  in  picketing,  marching,  &c. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectftilly  submitted. 

W.  L.  DUCKWOETE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Seventh  Tennessee. 
.    Oapt.  V.  B.  Waddell, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Brigade,  First  Division. 


No.  25. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  David  C.  Kelley,  Twenty-sixth  Tennessee  {Confed- 
erate) Cavalry  Battalion. 

Headquarters  Forrest's  Eegiment  Cavalry, 

August  30,  1864. 
Captain  :  Leaving  camp  near  Gunn's  Church  August  4,  we  moved 
with  the  brigade  to  Pontotoc.  Were  ordered  from  Pontotoc  on  the  6th 
to  picket  the  fords  of  Tippah  Eiver.  Eeturned  to  Pontotoc  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  11th,  and  ordered  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  in  company 
with  Seventh  Tennessee  Cavalry,  to  strike  and  destroy  the  railroad  be- 
tween Grand  Junction  and  Holly  Springs  and  between  Memphis  and 
Grand  Junction.  Eeceived  the  order  at  2  a.  m.,  and  moved  at  daylight 
with  six  da^s'  rations  for  men  and  two  for  horses.  I  expected  Col. 
W.  L.  Duckworth,  as  senior  offtcer,  to  command  the  expedition  until  we 
reached  New  Albany.  Here  I  found  he  would  not  join  us.  I  was  to- 
tally unacquainted  Avitli  the  country  and  railroad,  had  no  tools  of  any 
kind  to  tear  up  the  road,  and  had  been  ordered  to  avoid  the  fortifica- 
tions, which  were  to  be  found  at  all  the  important  trestles.  I  halted 
nine  miles  beyond  New  Albany,  having  sent  forward  to  get  guides  who 
were  acquainted  with  the  country.  Small  scouts  were  sent  forward 
under  the  guides  to  report  to  me  at  Salem.  The  enemy  had  fallen  back 
from  Oxford  to  Abbeville,  and  I  was  especially  careful  in  my  efforts  to 
obtain  information  as  to  the  locality  of  his  cavalry.  When  I  reached 
Salem  I  found  that  the  enemy  were  so  industriously  scouting  all  the 
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principal  roads  that  my  scouts  were  all  in  my  rear.  The  most  reliable 
information  from  citizens  and  scouts  led  me  to  believe  that  a  great 
change  had  taken  place  in  the  locality  of  the  enemy  since  tlie  tinie  my 
orders  were  issued.  I  jjressed  forward  as  rapidly  as  jjossible  to  Lamar, 
having  secured  as  many  sledge-hammers  and  crowbars  as  could  be  ob- 
tained. I  had  dispatched  another  scout  from  Salem  in  the  direction  of 
Holly  Springs,  a  man  who  knew  the  country  entirely.  We  reached 
Lamar  and  commenced  work,  when  a  i)arty,  of  sixty  Yankee  cavalry 
struck  my  advance  in  flank  by  a  road  which  the  guide  had  not  advised 
them  of.  I  was  but  a  short  distance  in  rear  of  the  advance  when  iiriug 
commenced,  trying  to  get  information  of  the  enemy  and  of  our  locality. 
As  the  enemy  advanced,  supposing  them  to  be  my  advance,  I  fell  in 
with  them  and  ordered  them  to  move  slowly  and  in  better  order,  which 
order  they  promptly  obeyed,  rallying  on  me.  The  moon  shining  out  a 
little  more  brightly,  Avhen  1  was  within  forty  steps  of  my  own  line  I 
saw  the  orderly  sergeant  near  me  was  a  Yankee.  I  shot  him,  and  as 
he  fell  ordered  the  battalion  to  charge.  Maijor  Allin's  mule  became 
ungovernable,  and  the  battalion,  not  knowing  friend  from  foe,  was 
thrown  into  momentary  confusion.  So  soon  as  I  reached  them  and  they 
discovered  the  locality  of  the  foe,  they  promptly  poured  in  their  fire 
and  the  Yankees  broke  in  every  direction.  1  ordered  a  company  in 
pursuit,  but  no  guide  could  be  found.  The  enemy  report  their  loss 
as  9  killed.  We  captured  1  prisoner  and  3  horses.  Lost  1  mortally 
wounded  and  3  severely.  Work  on  the  road  was  ordered  to  recom-- 
mence,  and  search  instituted  for  the  guides.  Information  had  now 
reached  me  that  a  brigade  of  cavalry  (Colonel  Karg6)  was  in  Holly 
Springs.  My  own  scout  informed  me  that  between  300  and  400 
(equaling  my  force)  were  encamped  at  Goodman's  Mills,  in  my  rear ; 
that  a  heavy  column  of  cavalry  had  passed  from  Holly  Springs  in 
the  direction  of  Coldwater.  My  own  scouts  failed  to  report.  My 
guides  now,  when  found,  could  give  no  information  about  the  neigh- 
boring trestle.  The  citizens  refused  to  give  information  of  any  kind 
for  fear  of  the  Yankees.  Not  having  been  placed  originally  in  com- 
mand of  the  expedition,  and  finding  that  the  circumstances  around 
me  were  different  from  those  anticipated  by  the  major-general  com- 
manding, I  asked  for  the  opinion  of  the  accompanying  field  officers. 
They  agreed  that  we  coiild  do  no  injury  to  the  railroad  at  Lamar  ;  that 
the  enemy  could  repair  more  rapidly  than  we  could  destroy,  as  the 
fencing  was  destroyed,  and  there  was  nothing  to  burn  the  iron  with. 
The  country  was  open,  admitting,  of  attack  from  every  side.  Major 
Allin  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Taylor  both  thought  it  best  to  withdraw, 
as  the  retreating  enemy  would  in  a  few  hours  report  our  position  to  su- 
perior forces  of  the  enemy  to  our  rear.  We  were  informed  after  moving 
back  a  few  miles  by  a  courier  from  Holly  Springs  that  we  were  reported 
about  sunset  at  Holly  Springs,  and  a  brigade  of  cavalry  immediately 
commenced  preparation  to  intercept  us.  We  awaited  orders  at  New 
Albany.  Beached  Oxford  with  men  worn  out  and  horses  unfit  for  duty. 
The  following  day  was  ordered  by  Colonel  ^  Tade  to  the  front.  Spent 
the  day  in  the  saddle.  The  ensuing  day  again  in  front  skirmishing  with 
the  enemy  for  several  hours  in  a  heavy  rain.  We  could  only  fire  ten 
guns  in  the  conimand,  but  remained  snapping  caps  and  bursting  tubes 
in  the  enemy's  front  until  ordered  to  retire.  Lost  1  man  wounded. 
The  following  evening  Major  Allin,  with  seventy  men  (all  remaining 
fit  for  duty  after  the  numerous  details  had  been  made),  picketed  the 
mouth  of  Tippah  road.  I  learned  that  the  enemy  Avere  advancing,  and 
went  to  the  front  early  in  the  morning,    Found  the  command  with- 
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drawn  to  the  junction  of  Tippah  and  Abbeville  roads.  Received  a  few 
minutes  after  a  written  order  from  Colonel  Wade  to  assume  command 
of  the  Fifth  Mississippi,  and  hold  both  regiments  in  front  of  the  enemy, 
skirmishing  with  him  as  he  advanced.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shacklett, 
of  the  Kentucky  brigade,  having  withdrawn,  I  pressed  forward,  and 
after  light  skirmishing  the  enemy  retired  to  Isham's  house.  Sent  a 
courier  to  Colonel  Wade,  but  received  no  reply.  At  12  m.  sent  another, 
who  returned  stating  that  all  the  troops  had  retired,  and  Colonel  Wade 
was  not  to  be  found..  Sent  courier  in  search  of  General  Chalmers. 
Found  his  telegraph  operator,  who,  after  communicating  with  General 
Chalmers,  sent  me  orders  to  retire.  I  remained  until  6.30  p.  m.  in  front 
of  Oxford,  and  then  retired  live  miles  to  rear  on  the  Oliver's  Bridge 
road.  I  had  dispatched  another  courier  to  Colonel  Wade  at  4  p.  m., 
who  found  him  five  miles  south  of  Yocona  at  8  p.  m.  By  General 
Chalmers'  orders  1  reported  to  Colonel  Wade  next  morning  south  of 
Yocona. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  discretiou  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nesbit  and  the 
promptitude  with  which  he  acted  in  obeying  an  order  to  cover  a  flank- 
ing road,  thereby  preventing  a  party  of  the  enemy  from  passing  my 
right  flank  and  to  my  rear,  the  roads  to  my  rear  all  being  exposed  after 
the  withdrawal  of  oui-  troops  without  my  knowledge. 

August  23,  we  moved  with  the  brigade  after  the  retreating  Yankees. 
Attacked  them  at  Abbeville.  My  command  was  mounted;  the  Fifth 
Mississippi  dismounted.  We  held  the  position  against  three  regiments 
of  infantry  until  they  had  not  only  flanked  us  on  both  sides,  but  almost 
closed  in  our  rear.  When  the  order  reached  me  to  retire  my  flag  (the 
staff  and  material  of  which  are  riddled  with  shot)  was  in  forty  pacies  of 
the  flag  of  the  advancing  infantry. 

We  lost  in  this  engagement  First  Lieut.  J.  T.  Crews,  Company  E, 
killed,  an  officer  of  highest  worth  and  coolest  bravery;  Second  Lieut. 
C.  A.  Douglas,  Company  F,  severely  wounded;  Captain  Wood,  Com- 
pany E,  sUghtly  wounded;  3  privates  severely  wounded. 

Brevet  Second  Lieutenant  Nichols,  Company  F,  is  specially  worthy 
of  notice  for  gallantry  in  the  last  skirmish. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

D.  C.  KELLEY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  V.  B.  Waddell, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


ADDENDA.' 

Report  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  engagement  on  123d  instant  of  Second  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Forrest's  Cavalry. 


Killed.    Wounded.    Missing. 


5th  Mississippi  Bcgiment . . 

7th  Mississippi  Kegiment-  . 

8tli  Mississippi  Kcgimenta. 

7tli  Tennessee  Kegiment  . . . 

2Btli  Tennessee  Battalion 

AVillis'  battalion 


Total. 


AUGrXTST  24,  1864. 


a  "No  report.    Is  on  detached  service. 

WM.  B.  WADE, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 


400  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALA,,  AND  N.  GA.  (Chap.  LI. 

No.  26. 

Report  of  Capt.  Gharlex  T.  Biser,  C.  S.  Army. 

Post  Commandant's  Office, 

Oxford,  Miss.,  August  31, 1864. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  7th  instant  I  as- 
sumed command  of  this  post,  by  order  of  Major-General  Maury,  and 
on  the  evening  of  the  same  day  commenced  the  evacuation  of  said  post 
by  reason  of  the  close  proximity  of  the  enemy,  they  having  arrived  at 
Abbeville,  fourteen  miles  distant.  During  the  night  following  and 
succeeding  day  succeeded  in  having  removed  to  Grenada  a  large  quan- 
tity of  quartermaster's  and  commissary  supplies.  No  property  belong- 
ing to  the  Government  was  lost  except  fourteen  bales  of  cotton  taken 
from  men  captured  running  the  blockade.  This  lot  of  cotton  was  at  rail- 
road depot  ready  for  shipment,  but  owing  to  a  stampede  among  some 
of  the  cavalry,  who  caused  the  train  to  leave  without  loading  it,  I 
ordered  it  burned. 

Late  in  the  evening  of  9th  instant  the  enemy's  cavalry,  under  General 
Grierson,  after  a  severe  skirmish  with  General  Chalmers,  commanding, 
occupied  the  town,  robbing  and  plundering  indiscriminately  men,  women, 
children,  and  negroes.  After  twenty -four  hours'  occupation  they  retired 
to  Abbeville. 

From  that  time  until  22d  Major-General  Forrest  occupied  the  place 
with  his  command,  skirmishing  every  day  within  a  few  miles  of  the 
town;  consequently,  but  little  business  done  belonging  to  my  depart- 
ment, save  a  few  orders  for  transportation. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  instant  Maj.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army, 
commanding,  occupied  the  town  with  a  large  force  of  white  and  black 
troops.  They  retired  the  same  day  after  burning  34  stores  and  business 
houses,  court-house.  Masonic  Hall,  2  fine  large  hotels,  besides  carpenter, 
blacksmith,  and  other  shops;  also  5  fine  dwelling-houses,  among  the 
latter  that  of  Hon.  Jacob  Thompson.  General  Smith  in  person  super- 
intended the  burning.  He  refused  to  allow  the  citizens  to  remove  any- 
thing of  value  from  their  burning  dwellings.  General  Smith's  conduct, 
also  his  staff  and  men,  was  brutal  in  the  extreme,  they  having  been 
made  mad  with  whisky  for  the  occasion.  The  soldiers  were  licensed  for 
any  crime,  such  as  robbery,  rapine,  theft,  and  arson.  Since  the  reoccu- 
pation  I  have  had  no  guards  or  supporting  force,  as  the  troops  used 
here  were  returned  to  the  reserve  corps;  have  a  promise  from  com- 
mandant of  reserves  to  furnish  me  Avith  men  necessary  to  do  the  duty 
of  this  post.  The  country  is  swarming  with  deserters,  and  without  a 
force  of  regular  troops  I  fear  little  can  be  done  to  break  up  these  clans 
of  tories. 

As  soon  as  my  force  arrives  be  assured  I  will  either  inake  them  leave 
the  country  or  retnrn  to  their  commands.  Blockade-running  and  inter- 
coui'se  with  the  enemy  has  been  quite  common  here,  and  the  severest 
punishment  will  have  to  be  meted  out  to  these  law-breakers  to  com])el 
them  to  cease  this  corrupting  practice. 

At  present  I  cannot  comply  with  paragraph  III,  General  Orders,  No. 

.102,  department  headquarters,  calling  attention  of  post  commanders 

to  General  Orders,  No.  48,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Eichmond,  May  27, 1864,  as  the  last-named  order  has  not  been  received 

at  this  office. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  above  as  my  report  for  the  past  month. 
Hoping  that  it  may  be  received,  I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  T.  BISER, 

Captain,  Commanding  Post. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Biehmond,  Va. 


AUGUST  1-31, 1864.— Operations  in  Eastern  Kentucky,  and  skirmishes  (1st) 
near  Bardstown,  Ky.,  and  {2d)  near  New  Haven,  Ky. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Edward  H.  Hohson,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  First  Division,  District  of  Kentticky. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Dist.  of  Kentitcky, 

Lebanon,  Ky.,  August  Id,  1864. 

Captain:  I  liave  the  honor  to  siibmit  the  following  rei)ort  of  the 
operations  of  this  brigade  since  the  beginning  of  the  present  month : 

The  Thirty -fifth  Kentucky  Volunteer  Mounted  Infantry  (Colonel 
Starling)  arrived  at  Bardstowu,  Ky.,  on  the  1st  instant,  and  while  en- 
camping were  apprised  of  there  having  been  but  a  few  hours  before  a 
])arty  of  guerrillas  in  town,  who  had  cut  the  telegraph  wires  and  robbed 
the  operator's  house,  besides  committing  other  riiscalities.  Lieutenant 
Good,  of  Comi)any  A,  was  immediately  disi)atched  in  pursuit,  and  over- 
took them  about  five  miles  from  town.  Two  of  the  rebels  were  killed 
and  4  wounded,  and  4  horses  and  equipments  and  some  arms  taken. 
The  rebels  fired  a  couide  of  volleys,  but  none  of  our  men  were  injured. 
On  the  Ud  instant  Capt.  J.  B.  Nipj),  Company  C,  Fortieth  Kentucky 
Volunt;eer  Mounted  Infantry,  was  ordered  to  proceed  toward  New 
Haven  on  a  scout.  Upon  uearing  that  place  he  ascertained  the  Avhere- 
abouts  of  a  party  of  rebels  and  paid  them  a  visit,  capturing  7.  Two  of 
the  prisoners  attempted  to  escape  and  were  shot  by  the  guard;  one  was 
mortally  and  the  other  severely  wounded.  A  scout  from  the  Thirteenth 
Kentucky  Cavalry,  sent  to  Livingston  on  the  8th  instant,  captured  3 
and  killed  2  guerrillas.  Another  scout,  from  the  same  regiment,  sent 
out  on  the  8th  instant  from  Livingston  doAvn  Mitchell's  Greek,  through 
Mud  Camp,  killed  2  rebels  and  captured  5.  On  last  Sunday  evening 
a  party  from  the  Thirteenth  came  upon  a  band  of  guerrillas  who  had 
been  robbing  stores;  killed  3  of  them  and  retook  some  $700  or  $800 
worth  of  goods  and  captured  several  good  horses  and  10  navy  pistols. 

This  country  has  been  thoroughly  scouted  and  can,  I  think,  in  a  very 
short  time,  be  entirely  cleared  of  the  bands  of  guerrillas  and  horse- 
thieves  which  now  infest  it  and  peace  and  quiet  restored.  The  late 
orders  relating  to  movements  of  the  troops  will  necessarily  delay  the 
carrying  out  of  the  plans  to  capture  these  several  bands,  and  will  leave 
the  country  to  a  great  extent  unprotected. 

Very  respectluUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  HOBSON, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Capt.  John  S.  Butler, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Div.,  Dist.  of  Kentucky,  Lexington,  Ky. 

20  R   R — VOL   XXXIX,   PT  I 


No. 

2. 

No. 

3.- 

No. 

i. 

No. 

5. 

No. 

6.- 

No. 

7.- 

402  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA  [Chap.  LI. 

AUGUST  2-23,  1864.— Operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala. 

STTJVIJVCA-RY    Oin   a'HIG  FRUSrCTSPA-TL,  EVENTS. 

Aug.        3, 1864. — U.  S.  Forces  land  ou  Danpliin  Island  and  invest  Fort  Gainos. 
5, 1864. — Fort  I'owell  evacuated  by  the  Confederates. 

Piissago  of  Fort  Morgan  1)}'  the  U.  S  fleet,  and  engagement  in  Mo- 
bile Bay. 
IT.  S.  monitor  Tecniuseli  sunk  by  torpedo  near  I'^ort  Morgan. 
Capture  of  the  Confederate  ram  Tennessee  and  gun-boat  Selma. 
8, 1864. — Surrender  of  Fort  Gaines. 
9-22, 1864.— Siege  of  Fort  Morgan. 
23, 1864. — Surrender  of  Fort  Morgan. 

REFORXS,  ETC.* 

No.    l.—Maj.  Gen.  Edward  R.  S.  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Military  Division 
of  the  West  MississiiJiu. 
-Capt.  Miles  D.  McAlester,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Engineer. 
-Maj.  Frank  W.  Marston,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Signal  (Officer. 
-Maj.  Gen.  Gordon  Granger,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  land  forces. 
-Lieut.  Charles  S.  Sargent,  Second  Louisiana  Infantry,  Aide-de-Canip  to  Maj. 

Gen.  Nathaniel  P.  Banks. 
-Lieut.  N.  Henry  Camp,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 

-Itinerary  of  U.  S.  Forces  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  conunanded  by  Brig.  Gen. 
George  H.  Gordon,  U.  S.  Army. 
No.    8. — Itinerary  of  U.  S.  Forces  on  Mobile  Point,  Ala.,  commanded  by  Col.  Henry 

Bertram,  Twentieth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
No.    9. — Capt.  Edward  Coulter,  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry. 
No.  10. — Maj.  William  Roy,  First  Indiana  Heavy  Artillery. 
No.  11. — Lieut.  Frank  B.  Fenton,  Battery  A,  Second  Illinois  Light  Artillery. 
No.  12.— Capt.  Jacob  B.  Rawles,  Battery  G,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery. 

No.  13. — Maj.  Gen.  Dabney  H.  Maury,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Deiiartment  of  Ala- 
bama, Mi8sis8ipi)i,  and  East  Louisiana. 
No.  14. — Brig.  Gen.  Richard  L.  Page,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fort  Morgan  and  the 
outer  defenses  of  Mobile  Bay. 
-Lient.  Col.  James  M.  Williams,  Twenty-first  Alabama  Infantry. 
-Maj.  James  T.  Gee,  First  Battalion  Alabama  Artillery. 
-Admiral  Franklin  Buchanan,  C.  S.  Navy. 

-Commander  James  D.  Johnston,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  ram  Tennessee. 
-Lieut.  Commander  Patrick  U.  Murphy,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  gun-boat 

Selma. 
-Lieiit.  John  W.  Bennett,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  steamer  Gaines. 
-Lieut.  John  A.  Payne,  C.  S.  Navy,  engineer  officer  steamer  Gaines. 
-Lieut.  Edgar  L.  Lambert,  C.  S.  Navy, 
t. — Second  Assistant  Engineer  Edward  Debois,  C.  S.  Navy. 
..—Gunner  Z.  A.  Ofl'utt,  C.  S.  Navy. 

-Complimentary  letter  from  Stephen  R.  Mallory,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Oen.  Edward  It.  iS.  Canhy,  U.  1^.  Army,  commanding 
"lilitary  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 

New  Orleans,  La.,  August  6, 18G4 — 10  a.  m. 
(Via  U.  S.  Steamer  lilveiiiiif;-  Star.    Iteceived  12.30  p.  m.  12tli.) 
Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  rei)ort  that  the  troops  uuder  General 
Granger's  command  disembarked  on  the  western  extremity  of  Dauphin 

*For  reports  of  naval  <>])erations,  see  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for 
1864,  pp.  395^76,  and  for  Grant's  reference  thereto,  see  Vol.  XXXVIII,  Part  I,  ji.  26, 
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Island  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  instant,  and  immediately  invested  Fort 
Gaines.  About  midnight  of  the  4t]i  lie  succeeded  in  getting  the  light 
artillery  in  position  (within  1,200  yards  of  Fort  Gaines),  which  opened 
on  the  foi't  the  next  morning  simultaneously  with  the  passage  of  the 
batteries  by  the  fleet,  taking  their  wat(;i'  butteries  in  reverse  and  silenc- 
ing them.  The  fleet  ])assed  the  batteri(>s  on  Friday  moiiiing,  the  rtth, 
with  the  loss  of  a  single  monitor,  the  Tecxunseh,  sunk  by  a  torpedo, 
and  Admiral  Farragut  is  now  operating  in  tlie  inner  harbor  of  Mobile. 
The  rebel  ram  Tennessee  surrendered  after  a  stubborn  resistance. 
Buchanan,  her  commander,  lost  a  leg,  and  is  now  a  prisoner  in  our 
hands.  General  (iranger  is  disembarking  the  heavy  gnns  on  the  south 
side  of  the  island,  near  relican  Island  Spit,  and  will  have  them  in  posi- 
tion to  open  on  Fort  Gaines  by  daylight  this  (Saturday)  morning. 

ED.  K.  S.  0ANI3Y, 

Major-  General. 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staf. 


New  OblJ''-ans,  La.,  Auf/vM  .9,  1864. 

(lieceived  9.40  a.  m.  IGth.) 
Slit:  Fort  Gaines,  with  4(!  commissioned  officers  and  818  enlisted 
men,  Avith  its  armament,  2G  guns  intact,  and  pi-ovisions  for  twelve 
months,  has  surrendered  unconditionally.  It  was  occupied  by  our 
forces  at  8  o'clock  yest(?rday  morning.  Fort  Powell  Avas  abandoned, its 
garrison  escaping  to  Cedar  Point;  its  armament,  18  guns,  is  in  condi- 
tion for  immediate  service.  General  Granger,  rc-enforced  by  2,000  men, 
will  immediately  invest  Fort  Morgan,  leaving  garrisons  in  Forts  Gaines 
and  Powell. 

ED.  E.  S.  CANBY, 

Mujor-  General. 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


I^EW  Orleans,  La.,  August  17, 1864 — 3  p.  m. 

(Keceived  9  a.  m.  2Gth.) 
I  returned  from  Mobile  Bay  on  the  morning  of  the  13th.  The  com- 
munications with  the  fleet  are  fullj'  secured  by  the  occupation  of  Forts 
Gaines  and  Powell.  The  outworks  of  Fort  Morgan,  batteries  Gee  and 
Bragg,  Avere  abandoned  by  the  rebels,  and  the  fort  closely  invested 
by  Granger's  forces.  Batteries  of  30-pounder  rifle  guns  have  been 
established  at  1,200  yards,  and  of  mortars  at  500  yards  from  the 
fort.  The  troojis  are  Avell  covered  from  the  tire  of  the  enemy,  and 
very  fcAV  casualties  haA'e  occurred.  Farragut  coincides  Avith  me  in  the 
opinion  that  it  will  be  unAvise  to  make  any  direct  attempt  upon  Mobile 
until  the  co-operating  land  force  can  be  largely  increaseci.  This  cannot 
be  done  now,  but  such  demonstrations  Avill  be  nmde  from  the  bay  and 
from  the  Mississippi  as  Avill  keep  up  the  state  of  uneasiness  noAv  felt 
there,  and  operating  in  favor  of  General  Sherman.  General  E.  K.  Smith 
has  nearly  completed  the  reorganization  of  his  army.  Magruder  com- 
mands the  District  of  Arkansas ;  Buckner,  tlie  District  of  West  Louisi- 
ana; and  .7.  G.  Walker  that  of  Texas.  His  force  has  been  considerably 
increased  by  conscripts.    The  forces  in  Texas  and  West  Louisiana  are 
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moving  eastward  and  toward  the  Mississippi,  above  the  mouth  of  Red 
Eiver.  The  transfer  of  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command  to  Sherman's 
front  makes  it  advisable  that  any  troops  that  can  be  spared  from  the 
main  operations  should  be  concentrated  at  Memphis,  with  the  view  of 
supporting  the  line  of  the  Arkansas,  as  I  cannot  now  safely  draw  any 
considerable  force  from  General  Washburn's  command. 

ED,  E.  S.  CANBY, 


Major-General  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Major-  General. 


New  Orleans,  La.,  August  24, 1864. 
(Vi'A  New  York  Septembtjr  1.    Eeceived  8.20  a.  m.) 
Fort  Morgan  surrendered  unconditionally  at  2  p.  m.  yesterday,  23d 
instant. 

ED.  E.  S.  CANBY, 

Major-General. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff. 


New  Orleans,  La.,  August  M,  1864. 
(Via  New  York  September  1.  Eeceived  8.20  a.  m.) 
By  the  surrender  of  Fort  Morgan  we  have  about  600  prisoners, 
60  iiieces  of  artiUeiy,  and  a  lai'ge  quantity  of  material.  In  the  twelve 
hours  preceding  the  surreiidei'  about  3,000  shells  were  thrown  into 
the  fort.  The  citadel  and  barracks  are  entirely  destroyed  and  the 
works  generally  much  injured.  Many  of  the  guns  were  spiked,  the 
carriages  burned,  and  much  of  the  ammunition  destroyed  by  the  rebels. 
The  losses  in  the  army  were  1  man  killed  and  7  wounded. 

ED.  E.  S.  CANBY, 

Major-  General. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff. 

ADDENDA. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  West  Mississippi, 

Ncrv  Orleans,  La.,  August  (i,  1864. 
Adnural  D.  G.  Farragxtt, 

Comilg.  Western  Gulf  Jilocliading  Squadron,  off  MoMle,  Ala.: 
Dear  Admiral  :  Permit  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  brilliant 
results  of  your  operations  of  yesterday,  the  success  of  which  no  one 
doubted,  but  which  we  all  feared  would  be  attended  with  much  greater 
losses  than  you  have  sustained.  This  army  will  always  rejoice  in  your 
successes,  and  sympathize  witli  you  and  the  officers  and  inen  of  your 
squadron  in  your  sorrows  tor  tJje  loss  of  your  gallant  comrades.  I  will 
send  to  General  (xranger  at  once  all  the  available  force,  about  2,000 
men,  that  I  have  here,  and  will  add  to  it  any  that  I  can  gather  from 
points  above.  Permit  me  to  add  the  expression  of  my  regret  that  I 
have  not  at  present  the  means  of  co-operation  that  would  give  the  most 
perfect  results  of  yonr  glorious  operations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  E.  S.  CANBY, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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General  Ordeks,  )  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  50.  5  Kew  Orleans,  La.,  Septemher  15,  1864. 

I.  Proceedings  of  a  council  of  war  convened  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  by 
virtue  of  the  following  orders : 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  115.  )  Jfctii  Orleans,  La.,  September  1,  1SG4. 

5.  A  council  of  war,  to  be  eomposetl  of  Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hnrlbnt,  U.  S.  Volnnteers, 
Brig.  Gen.  James  Totten,  Missouri  State  Militia,  and.  Lieut.  Commander  S.  R. 
Franklin,  U.  S.  Navy,  members,  and  Capt.  De  Witt  Clinton,  aide-de-cami),  recordor, 
will  assemble  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  at  10  a.  ra.  to-morrow,  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  into  the  allegations  against  Brig.  Gen.  R.  L.  Page,  C.  S.  Army,  for  vio- 
lation of  the  laws  of  war,  in  destroying  or  injuring  the  works,  armament,  and  muni- 
tions at  Fort  Morgan,  Ala.,  of  which  he  was  then  commander,  after  he  had  abandoned 
the  defense  of  the  fort  and  indicated  his  intention  to  surrender  by  hoisting  the  white 
flag. 

The  council  will  report  the  facts  and  express  its  opinion  upon  the  matters  submit- 
ted to  it,  and  is  authorized  to  adjourn  to  Fort  Morgan,  or  other  points  in  Mobile  Bay, 
if  it  should  be  found  necessary  or  expedient  to  do  so. 

******  * 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby: 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General . 

The  council  have  submitted  the  following  as  the  facts : 

That  the  white  flag  was  hoisted  on  the  glacis  of  Fort  Morgan  about 
the  hour  of  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  August  last. 

That  no  public  property  was  destroyed  after  that  time. 

That  the  spare  gun  carriages  were  destroyed  by  chopping  and  saw- 
ing several  days  before  the  surrender. 

That  about  90,000  pounds  of  powder  were  destroyed  by  water  on  the 
night  of  the  22d  of  August  last,  while  the  citadel  was  on  fire. 

That  on  the  evening  of  the  22d  of  August  last,  about  dusk.  General 
Page  ordered  the  heavy  guns  of  the  fort  to  be  spiked,  which  was  done 
more  oi;  less  effectually. 

That  by  the  inspection  report  of  the  25th  of  August  eighteen  guns 
were  found  spiked  at  that  inspection,  and  that  the  flank  casemate  guns 
do  not  appear  to  have  been  spiked. 

That  at  a  different  inspection  made  by  Capt.  J.  J.  Williamson,  actiug 
ordnau(!e  offlcer,  on  the  last  mentioned  day,  one  gun  was  found  in  a  con- 
dition indicating  that  a  shell  had  been  bnrsted  in  the  chamber.  Some 
of  the  guns  were  double  and  treble  shotted,  one  being  double  loaded 
with  percussion  shells,  the  second  shell  with  the  muzzle  down,  and  in 
another  gun  a  shot  was  driven  home  and  the  spike  clinched  on  the  shot. 

That  no  quartermaster's  or  commissary  stores  were  destroyed  or 
injured,  except  from  the  effect  of  our  fire. 

OPINION. 

The  council,  being  limited  by  the  terms  of  the  order  convening  it,  and 
the  rule  laid  down  in  paragraph  144  of  General  Orders,  No.  100,  from  the 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  dated  April  24, 1863,  is  of  opinion  that  Brig. 
Gen.  E.  L.  Page,  C,  S,  Army,  is  not  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  laws  of 
Avar. 

II.  The  findings  and  opinion  of  the  council  of  war  in  the  foregomg 
case  are  appi'oved,  and  the  council  is  dissolved. 

Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Canby: 

C.  T.  CHEISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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No.  2. 

Reports  of  Gapt.  Miles  J).  AIcAlester,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army, 

Chief  Engineer. 

Office  of  Chief  Engineer, 
Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Netp  Orleans,  August  17,  1864. 

General:  Presuming  tliat  accounts  of  any  tests  applied  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  our  sea-coast  fortiiications  to  fulfill  their  objects  interest  you, 
I  Avill  give  you  a  brief  one  of  the  passage  of  Fort  Morgan  by  Admiral 
Farragut  on  the  5th  instant. 

Tlie  armament  of  the  fort,  according  to  our  best  information,  consists 
of  10-inch  columbiads  and  7-inch  Brooke  rifles  bearing  ui)on  the  water; 
some  of  the  land  guns  are  probably  lighter.  There  appears  to  be  a 
good  provision  of  traverses  on  the  terre-plein.  The  rebels  have  added 
a  battery  of  ten  or  twelve  guns  of  the  above-named  calibers,  outside 
the  fort  proper,  placing  it  ujion  the  beach  in  front  of  the  curtain,  which 
bears  directly  across  the  channel  (nearly  west).  Another  battery  of 
nearly  the  same  strength  they  have  placed  on  the  beach  farther  to 
the  north,  and  apparently  in  front  of  the  curtain  which  bears  upon 
(enfilades)  the  channel  after  it  changes  its  course  to  nearly  northwest. 
The  inference  can  be  fairly  drawn  that  on  these,  the  two  strongest 
water  fronts,  and  the  only  ones  originally  designed  to  mount  guns  in 
casemate,  the  casemates  have  been  closed  or  masked,  since  the  embra- 
sures were  not  high  enough  to  clear  the  guns  mounted  on  the  beach  in 
front,  as  above  described.  The  Information  we  have  corroborates  this 
inference.  I  regret  that  I  cannot  state  the  precise  number  and  caliber 
of  guns  bearing  upon  the  different  portions  of  tlie  channel.  The  num- 
ber on  the  two  principal  water  fronts  is  probably  about  thirty  each  of 
the  above-named  calibers,  and  on  the  front,  looking  on  the  channel  ap- 
proach, about  fifteen,  all  7-inch  rifles. 

The  entire  fleet  off  Mobile  consisted  of  four  monitors  and  twenty-six 
wooden  ships.  Of  these  all  but  twelve  wooden  ships  started  for  the 
bay;  these  twelve  were  left  for  the  purposes  of  blockade  and  external 
co-operation.  My  sketch  herewith  will  give  you  very  clearly  the  ad- 
miral's dispositions  for  the  passage,  which  were  ingenious  and  strategic. 
The  object  in  lashing  by  twos  was  to  diminish  tlie  chances  of  sinking 
or  abandonment — one  of  a  coui>le  being  struck,  for  example,  so  as  to 
sink  her,  the  other  Avould  float  her  up,  or  if  her  machinery  were  dis- 
abled, her  consort  Avould  take  her  through.  The  intervals  Avere  de- 
termined (for  the  wooden  .ships)  by  the  consideration  that  as  one  couple 
turned  at  B  (see  sketcih)  upon  the  new  course,  so  as  to  be  exposed  to 
the  raking  fire  of  the  fort,  the  next  succeeding  couple  would  be  throw- 
ing its  broadsides  of  grape  and  (tanister  into  the  raking  batteries.  In 
lashing  a  side-wheel  with  a  soew  accidents  from  the  fouling  of  the  lat- 
ter by  ropes,  nets,  «&(;.,  were  avoided,  since  tlie  side-wheel,  not  easily 
fouled,  could  carry  its  consort  through.  The  total  broadside  of  the 
].)assing  fleet  available  against  the  fort  was  about  seventy-five  guns. 
The  monitors  could  use  their  gnns  during  the  approach.  The  Brooklyn 
had  four  bow  guns,  and  the  other  wooden  ships  one  or  two  bow  gnus 
each,  giving  a  total  fire  of  about  tliirty  guns  available  against  the  fort. 
from  the  fleet  during  its  approach.  The  night  and  morning  were  all 
that  could  be  expected  or  hoped  for.  A  tolerably  stiff"  breeze  from  the 
west  blew  directly  into  the  face  of  the  fort.  Many  a  heart  on  our  side 
sent  up  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  for  that  breeze,  and  doubtless  many 
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a  rebel  heart  was  fllled  witli  curses  upon  it.  It  may  be  remarked  that 
fleets  can  generally  choose  their  times  for  forcing  harbor  entrances. 
That  the  breeze  of  that  morning,  carrying  as  it  did  the  smoke  of  our 
broadsides  directly  into  the  eyes  of  the  fort,  impaired  materially  the 
efficiency  of  its  fire  at  close  quarters,  and  accounted  to  a  great  extent 
for  the  remarkably  small  amount  of  damage  received  by  the  fleet,  can- 
not admit  of  a  question. 

The  first  order  of  battle  -was  formed  before  dawn.  The  second  and 
third  successively  between  dawn  and  sunrise,  and  at  sunrise  the  fleet 
was  passing  Sand  Island  as  laid  down  in  my  sketch.  The  Tecumseh  and 
Manhattan  had  orders  to  deliver  one  round  ux>on  the  water  batteries 
and  then  make  for  and  engage  the  ram  Tennessee.  The  others  were- 
all  to  deliver  as  many  broadsides  as  they  could  while  x^assing,  using 
grape  and  canister  freely,  and  then  to  engage  the  rebel  fleet  generally. 
The  leading  couple  of  Avooden  ships  (Brooklyn  and  consort)  reaching  a 
jioiut  at  two  miles  and  a  half  ft'oni  the  fort,  the  latter  oi)ened  fire  and 
fired  steadily  from  about  fifteen  guns,  as  nearly  as  I  could  make  out, 
as  long  as  these  guns  had  anything  in  their  field.  I  watched  narrowly 
but  did  not  see  a  single  shot  take  efl'ect.  The  admiral  afterward  in- 
formed me  that  none  of  his  shijis  received  any  damage  whatever  from 
this  enfilading  fire.  This  seems  remarkable  in  face  of  the  fact  that  the 
rebels  had  i^racticed  a  great  deal  Avith  these  same  guns  upon  this  same 
approach  during  the  year  and  a  half  jireceding,  often  throwing  shot 
beyond  Sand  Island.  My  confidence  in  enfilading  views  of  channel 
approaches  was  somewhat  shaken.  Tlie  inaccuracy  may  have  been  in 
part  due  to  the  wind  across  the  field  of  fire.  The  gallant  little  Tecum- 
seh moved  steadily  forward,  delivered  its  fire  directly  into  the  first  shore 
battery,  and  proceeded  onward,  not  feeling  the  terrific;  fire  uimed  at 
her,  in  quest  of  the  Tennessee.  We  M-ere  beginning  to  ask  what  had 
become  of  the  boasted  torpedoes  when  she  Aventdown  at  the  point  A, 
(see  sketch)  instantaneously,  like  a  lead,  her  bottom  stove  in  by  a 
torpedo.  The  Manhattan  passed  unhurt.  The  Winnebago  and  Chicka- 
saw, oil  getting  abreast  of  the  fort,  nearly,  sheared  in,  forming  a  second 
line,  and  opened  an  enfilading  fire  on  the  shore  batteries.  Arrived 
within  half  a  milc!  of  the  fortthe  Avooden  vessels,  Avliich  had  hitherto 
approached  AA'ith  scrcAvs  alone,  set  their  paddle-wheels  in  motion  and 
crowded  all  speed.  The  sinking  of  the  Tecumseh  scarcely  checked 
them.  They  rode  gallantly  by,  delivering  their  fire  as  per  programme. 
Wlien  about  half  the  Avooden  vessels  had  passed,  the  Winnebago  and 
Chickasaw  moved  on,  and  by  about  7  o'clock  the  Avhole  fleet,  except  Te- 
cumseh, was  safely  beyond  the  range  of  the  fort's  guns.  The  only  ship 
that  suffered  by  the  raking  fire  of  the  fort  after  th^  change  of  course  at 
B  (see  sket<!h)  Avas  the  scrCAV  ship  Oneida,  of  the  last  couple.  She  Avas 
raked  fore  and  aft  and  had  her  boilers  punctured.  This  result  was  un- 
doubtedly due  to  the  admiral's  tactics  above  alluded  to.  I  confess  my 
faith  in  enfilading  vicAvs  of  channels  have  received  another  shock. 
Fleets  can  generally  choose  their  oavu  tactics  in  running  by  batteries. 
At  one  time,  Avlieu  our  fleet  was  in  suctli  a  position  as  to  bring  itself,  the 
fort,  and  the  rebel  fleet  nearly  all  simultaneously  into  action,  the  can- 
nonading from  so  many  heavy  guns  AA-as  terrific  and  grand  almost  be- 
yond concexjtiou. 

The  fleet  being  inside,  the  coupled  ships  Avere  immediately  unlashed, 
\\heii  the  ram  Tennessee  came  up  aiitl  the  final  engagement  with  her 
commenced.  This  the  admiral  describes  as  liaving  been  "  terrific,"  add- 
ing that  Iiis  "ships  suffered  more  iroiii  this  engagement  thairiu  ])ass- 
ing  the  fort."    All  our  fleet  that  could  get  at  her  attacked.     She  Avas 
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rammed  six  or  eight  times  fairly,  at  good  speed,  by  our  heaviest  ships, 
without  effect.  Whole  broadsides  of  9-inch  and  11-inch  shot  were 
thrown  upon  lier,  producing  no  apparent  injury,  except  the  bending  of 
some  of  her  port  shutters  (made  to  slide  up  and  down  outside)  and 
carrying  away  her  smoke-stack.  Finally  her  commander,  Admiral 
Buchanan,  was  wounded,  her  rudder  chains  carried  away,  and  she  was 
struck  by  one  of  the  Manhattan's  15-incli  shot  fairly,  at  very  short 
range  (the  only  one  that  hit  her  of  this  caliber),  when  she  surrendered 
at  about  8  a.  m.,  after  a  fight  of  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  The 
15-inch  shot  perforated  the  6-incli  outside  plating  and  drove  in  the  tim- 
ber backing  and  1-inch  plating  (lining),  but  the  shot  itself  rebounded 
into  the  water.  She  got  a  11-inch  shot  obliquely  through  her  stern- 
post  from  the  monitor  Chickasaw.  The  Selma  (gun-boat)  was  also 
captured,  the  Gaines  disabled  and  run  aground,  sinking  under  the  gnius 
of  Fort  Morgan.    The  gun-boat  Morgan  escaped  to  Mobile. 

I  inclose  a  rough  sketch*  of  the  Tennessee,  as  she  appeared  to  me  at 
fifty  yards  from  on  board  the  Hartford.  I  did  not  get  an  opportunity 
to  go  on  board  of  her.  Both  she  and  the  Selma  are  again  in  fighting 
order,  and  will  participate  in  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Morgan. 

As  soon  as  I  can  prepare  reports  of  siege  operations  at  Forts  Gaines 
(now  in  our  possession)  and  Morgan  (now  invested  by  land  and  sea) 
will  forward  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  D.  McALESTBR, 
Captain  and  Chief  Engineer. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  Delafield, 

Chief  Engineer,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Office  of  Chief  Engineer, 
Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Neio  Orleans,  August  30,  186d. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  brief  account 
of  the  very  brief  investment  of  Fort  Gaines  by  our  combined  land  and 
naval  forces,  resulting  in  its  faU : 

The  first  plan  of  operations,  which  Avas  fully  matured,  against  the 
forts  at  the  entrance  to  Mobile  Bay,  contemplated  a  landing  of  3,000 
men  upon  Mobile  Point  from  the  outside,  oi)i)osite  Pilot  Town  (three 
miles  from  Fort  Morgan),  simultaneous  with  the  passage  of  the  fleet 
into  the  bay.  A  sufficient  force  was  to  move  immediately  to  a  position 
at  (pertain  range  of  Fort  Morgan  for  rifled  guns  and  sea-coast  mortars 
(say  a  mile  or  three-quarters),  there  intrench  itself  and  open  fire  on  the 
fort  with  all  our  rifled  artillery  and  mortars  (eight  30-pounders,  six  3- 
incli  Eodmans,  and  two  mortars)  in  conjunction  with  the  fleet.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  force  was  to  intrench  itself  across  the  spit  at  Pilot 
Town  against  approaches  from  the  mainland.  A  reserve  of  1,500  men, 
with  rifled  field  artillery,  was  to  be  held  on  board  ship  in  the  Mississippi 
Sound  (inside  Dauphin  Island),  some  portion  of  it  to  land  with  artillery, 
if  not  required  elsewhere,  and  move  up  and  annoy  Fort  Gaines  in 
conjunction  with  the  fleet  after  its  passage  into  the  bay.  With  these 
dispositions,  the  fleet  occupying  all  the  waters  about  the  forts,  a  glance 
at  the  map  will  show  you  that  Forts  Morgan,  Gaines,  and  Powell  would 
be  seijarately  and  collectively  closely  invested.    No  siege — regular  ap- 
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*The  first  and  second  orders,  iis  sliowii  by  McAlestcr,  arc  omitted.  On  tlio  origi- 
nal he  notes  that  his  ])oiut  of  view  was  the  Steamer  Laura,  two  miles  and  a  half 
from  Fort  Morgan. 
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proaches  and  breaching  batteries — was  contemplated.  We  liad  not  the 
means,  nor  Avas  it  deemed  necessary.  An  emergency  temporarily  directed 
3,000  of  the  force  to  another  point,  leaving  only  1,500  men  for  the  expedi- 
tion, and  the  following  change  was  made  in  the  plan:  The  whole  force, 
including  all  the  artillery,  to  land  on  Dauphin  Island  and  go  into  position 
against  Fort  Gaines,  as  had  been  proposed  against  Fort  Morgan,  tlie 
iieet  (a  portion  of  it  ha\ing  run  into  the  bay)  from  the  sound,  the  bay, 
and  the  anchorages  outside,  concentrating  all  itseiforts  against  Gaines 
and  Powell.  The  fall  of  one  or  both  of  these  forts  would  open  commu- 
nications with  the  portion  of  the  fleet  inside,  and  enable  us  (re-enforce- 
ments arriving)  to  enter  the  bay  with  troops,  effect  a  landing  at  Pilot 
Town  from  the  cove,  and  then  to  proceed  against  Morgan  exactly  as 
proposed  in  the  first  plan. 

We  landed  on  Dauphin  Island,  seven  miles  from  Fort  Gaines,  at  4  p. 
m.  on  the  3d  of  August.  On  the  4th,  at  10  a.m.,  our  line  of  sentinels 
being  within  1,200  yards  of  the  fort,  I  established  a  line  of  intrenchments 
and  batteries  across  the  island  (see  sketch  herewith),  and  at  4  p.  m.  worli 
was  commenced.  During  the  night  we  got  up  six  3-inch  Eodman  guns 
and  put  them  in  position  in  the  sand  ridge. 

On  the  5th,  at  sunrise,  the  fleet  (four  monitors  and  fourteen  wooden 
ships — twelve  wooden  ships  and  gunboats  remained  outside  the  bar) 
started  on  its  way  by  the  forts,  and  we  opened  flre  upon  Fort  Gaines 
with  the  3-inch  guns.  The  fort  replied  warmly  but  did  no  damage. 
Three  monitors  and  the  fourteen  shijis  reached  the  bay  in  safety.  After 
the  entrance  of  the  fleet,  and  while  it  was  engaged  with  the  ram  Ten- 
nessee, Fort  Gaines  opened  upon  it  with  two  10-incli  columbiads,  which 
bore  upon  the  scene  of  action.  These  we  shortly  silenced  by  our  field 
guns  from  the  sand-hills,  which  saw  the  columbiads  (uni)rotected  by 
parados  or  traverses)  fairly  in  reverse  and  flank. 

On  the  6th  the  double-turreted  monitor  Winnebago,  four  11-inch  guns, 
approached  to  a  half  mile  of  Fort  Gaines,  and  opened  fire  upon  it  with 
very  good  effect,  bursting  many  shells  over  it  and  taking  the  opposite 
sides  of  the  fort  well  in  reverse  (no  parados  or  traverses).  The  fort  re- 
plied with  two  10-inch  guns,  but  did  not  hit  the  monitor.  At  night  Fort 
Powell  was  blown  up  and  abandoned  by  the  enemy. 

On  the  7th  we  were  nearly  ready  to  open  flre  with  four  30-pounders 
and  the  six  field  guns,  and  the  infantry  trench  was  nearly  complete, 
giving  considerable  cover. 

On  the  8th,  at  10  a.  m.,  Fort  Gaines  surrendered  to  our  combined  land 
and  naval  forces  unconditionally.  The  garrison  consisted  of  818  ofiicers 
and  men.  The  armament  was  four  10-inch  columbiads,  two  7-incli 
Brooke  rifles,  twelve  or  fifteen  smooth-bores  (24s  and  32s),  and  five  or 
six  flank  casemate  howitzers.  There  was  an  abundant  supply  of  am- 
nmnition  and  rations  for  two  months.  Two  10-inch  guns  and  six  24s 
bore  upon  the  land  approach. 

I  found  the  fort  in  excellent  order,  finished  fully  up  to  the  plan  in 
possession  of  our  Engineer  Department,  a  coi)y  of  which  I  have,  but 
with  its  guns  lying  over  the  crest  of  the  parapet,  without  merlons, 
traverses,  or  parados  for  their  x)rotection,  or  splinter-proofs  for  the  pi'o- 
tection  of  tlie  cannoneers.  It  was  utterly  weak  and  inefficient  against 
our  attack  (land  and  naval),  which  Avould  have  taken  all  its  fronts  in 
front,  enfilade,  and  reverse.  With  our  guns  in  the  sand  ridge  we  could 
have  jtlaced  every  shot  upon  the  terre-pleins  of  the  opposite  fronts. 
This  sand  ridge  (indicated  on  the  Coast  Survey  maps)  extends  along  the 
southern  shore  of  tlie  island,  and  affords  a  perfect  cover  up  to  a  point 
about400yardsfrom  the  fort.    Its  height  varies  between  fifteen  and  thirty 
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feet,  the  crest  of  the  fort  being  in  reference  (twenty-seven  feet).  The  gar- 
rison had  commenced  four  heavy  traverses,  but  had  made  little  progress 
with  them.  It  is  probable  we  should  have  dismounted  the  guns  before 
they  could  have  been  covered.  The  construction  of  good  traverses, 
merlons,  and  parados,  that  shall  not  take  up  too  much  room,  is  a  matter 
of  considerable  time  and  labor,  if  the  material  has  to  be  brought  from 
any  distance  and  elevated  to  high  terre-pleins,  as  was  the  case  at  Fort 
Gaines.  It  was  easy  for  us  to  land  our  guns,  take  them  to  the  front, 
put  them  in  battery,  and  open  fire  before  the  defense  could  get  its  guns 
under  cover. 

I  send  a  map*  of  Dauphin  Island  herewith,  with  my  line  of  works  laid 
down.  The  left  is  thrown  back  in  consequence  of  the  enemy  occupying 
Little  Dauphin  Island  with  artillery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  D.  McALESTEK, 
Gaptain  and  Chief  Engineer. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  Delafield, 

Chief  Engineer^  Washington,  J).  C. 


Office  of  Chief  Engineer, 
Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

Keiv  Orleans,  September  f),  1864. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
investment  and  siege  of  Fort  Morgan  by  the  forces  under  Maj.  Gen. 
Gordon  Granger,  the  fleet  under  Bear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut  co- 
operating, resulting  in  its  surrender  on  the  23d  of  August,  1804: 

August  9,  Fort  Gaines  having  surrendered  on  theStli  and  re  enforce- 
ments arriving  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  we  moved  our  transports 
containing  about  2,000  troops  and  all  our  siege  material  then  available 
to  Pilot  Town,  passing  without  interruption  within  two  iniles  of  Fort 
Morgan,  and  commenced  landing  at  a  wharf  left  in  good  order  by  the 
rebels  at  about  11  a.  m.  This  was  in  accordance  Avith  the  ])lan  laid 
down  in  my  report  dated  August  20, 18C4,  of  our  operations  against 
Fort  Gaines.  In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  our  advance  was  moved 
up  and  occupied  a  line  at  2,000  yards  from  the  fort.  Lieutenants  Burn- 
ham  and  Allen,  Corps  of  Engineers,  accompanied  a  reconnaissance  to 
the  front,  and  discovered  a  line  of  trench  extending  nearly  acaoss  the 
point,  constructed  by  the  rebels  and  aba.ndoned.  As  (jonsiderable  work 
liad  been  done  on  this  trench,  which  we  could  utilize  with  slight  changes, 
and  the  conformation  of  the  ground  was  most  favorable,  it  was  decided 
to  convert  it  into  a  first  parallel  aiul  establish  in  and  near  it  our  30- 
pounder  Parrotts  and  other  long-range  guns,  including  field  rifles  and 
such  longe-range  smooth-bores  as  we  could  borrow  from  the  fleet, 
although  the  distance  (1,400  yards,  about)  was  greater  than  desirable. 
1  had  directed  that  these  guns'  should  be  established  within  1,200  yards, 
a  distance  admitting  sufficient  accuracy  to  dismount  guns  on  the  land 
fronts  of  the  fort,  permitting  at  the  same  time  sufflcient  curvature  to 
the  trajectories  to  attain  the  terrc-pleins  of  the  water  fronts  (where  there 
was  no  provision  of  ijarados,  and  the  number  of  traverses  inadequate), 
both  in  reverse  and  enfilade.  At  night  our  advance  occupied  this  line 
of  trench. 


'  On  file  in  the  office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  IJ.  S.  Anny. 
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Urgent  duties  calling  me  to  division  headquarters  at  New  Orleans,  I 
left  at  nigbt  witli  Lieutenants  Burnliam  and  Allen  detailed  instruc- 
tions as  to  the  distribution  of  guns,  working  of  details  of  troops,  and 
the  other  matters  relating  to  the  engineering  operations  of  the  siege. 
I  directed  them  to  locate  the  mortars  (not  yet  arrived)  at  500  to  800  yards 
from  the  fort,  placing  them  immediately  behind  the  sand-hills  for  their 
only  cover  against  fire  from  the  fort.  Lieutenant  Burnham  reports  for 
August  10  that  he  and  Lieutenant  Allen  staked  out  the  six  batteries 
connected  with  the  first  parallel,  and  commenced  work  ujion  them  and 
the  parallels  (see  map  herewith,  marked  A*) ;  the  two  batteries  on  the 
right  (marked  G  and  H)  were  designed  for  four  9-inch  Dahlgren  guns, 
borrowed  from  the  fleet.  The  guns  were  to  be  brought  up  in  scows 
along  the  shore  and  landed  at  this  point,  the  sand-hills  and  ridges  vary- 
ing from  fifteen  feet  to  twenty-five  feet  in  height,  afi"ording  complete 
cover  to  the  landing  and  its  water  approach  from  the  fire  of  the  fort. 
The  battery  on  the  left  (marked  K)  was  designed  for  3-inch  rifles,  and 
the  others  for  the  eight  30-pounder  Parrotts.  Sharpshooters  pushed  up 
to  line  Q  E. 

Lieutenant  Burnham  reports  for  August  11,  12,  and  13,  "  continued 
work  on  this  line  (first  parallel)  and  the  batteries,  no  incidents  happen- 
ing out  of  the  usual  run."  During  these  days  the  monitors  Chickasaw, 
Winnebago,  and  Manhattan,  the  two  former  carrying  11-inch  guns  and 
100-pounder  Parrotts,  and  the  latter  15-inch  guns,  relieved  each  other  at 
a  position  a  little  east  of  north  from  the  fort,  and  a  distance  of  1,800  to 
2,000  yards,  in  throwing  shells  at  the  fort,  one  every  half  hour,  during 
four  or  five  hours  in  the  morning,  and  the  same  length  of  time  in  the 
evening.  On  one  occasion  this  fli'e  was  continual  during  a  portion  of 
the  night. 

August  14  I  reached  Mobile  Point,  and  found  the  left  siege  gun 
battery  (H),  two  30-pounder  Parrotts,  ready  to  open  fire.  The  others 
were  all  ready  for  their  platforms.  Only  four  mortars  had  arrived,  and 
these  1  directed  to  be  placed  in  position  immediately  at  the  points  A 
and  B.  Our  sharpshooters  were  occupying  all  the  most  advanced 
sand-hills,  and  in  some  cases  points  still  nearer  the  fort,  as  the  ruins 
near  the  jjoint  P,  250  yards  distant.  The  tire  of  the  fort  had  annoyed 
us  very  little,  our  sharpshooters  rendering  it  hazardous  for  the  be- 
sieged to  man  their  guns,  Avhich  were  not  in  embrasure.  We  opened  tire 
with  the  two  30-pounders,  in  ])osition  at  6  a.  m.,  by  way  of  trial.  Three 
of  the  fort's  barbette  guns  ap]ieared  to  be  dismounted,  and  the  parapet 
considerably  injured  by  the  fire  of  the  monitors.  August  15,  work 
commenced  on  Batteries  A  and  B.  At  night  commenced  second  iiar- 
allel  from  the  left  extremity  of  sand  ridge,  behind  which  the  mortars  had 
been  located.  Depot  for  materials  established.  (See  map.)  August 
16,  tAvelve  additional  siege  mortars  arrived  (making  sixteen  in  all), 
which  I  directed  Capt.  John  C.  Palfrey,  Corps  of  Engineers  (who  had 
arrived  with  me  from  New  Orleans),  to  locate  behind  the  sand-hills, 
near  Batteries  A  and  B,  without  delay.  Captain  Palfrey  reports  that 
during  the  previous  night  the  besieged  had  placed  upon  the  chases  of 
some  of  their  guns  rope  mantelet  rings,  and  many  sand-bags  (foi'  the 
l)rotection  of  sharpshooters  in  the  covered  way)  upon  the  crest  of  the 
glacis.  Materials  came  up  rapidly  to  the  depot  (see  map)  with  per- 
fect security,  both  by  the  beach,  in  wagons,  and  by  scows  skirting  along 
the  shore,  the  sand-hills  affording  good  protection  from  the  tire  of  the 
fort.    Returned  to  headquarters  military  divisiou  in  the  evening,  leav- 

*  To  appear  in  the  Atlas. 
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ing  Captaiu  Palfrey  in  charge  of  eugineering  operations,  with  instruc- 
tions to  sacrifice  everything  necessary  to  the  completion  of  the  mortar 
batteries,  believing  that  the  surrender  of  the  fort  would  follow  within 
forty-eight  hours  after  they  should  open  fire.  This  belief  was  based  upon 
the  manner  in  which  the  defense  had  been  conducted  and  my  knowl- 
edge of  the  existence  of  the  barracks,  composed  in  part  of  wood,  and 
not  bomb-proof,  in  the  parade  of  the  fort. 

During  the  night  the  parallel  was  finished  half  way  across  the  point, 
a  I'oad  leading  to  it  from  the  north  beach  finished,  and  work  continued 
on  the  mortar  batteries,  the  besieged  keeping  up  a  heavy  artillery  fire 
all  night  without  producing  material  injury,  however.  August  17,  Bat- 
tery G  finished  ready  for  two  9-inch  guns  (navy),  and  all  the  guns 
mounted  in  the  other  batteries  connected  Avith  the  first  parallel,  except 
Batteiy  F.  Work  at  second  parallel  going  on  well.  August  18,  second 
parallel  extended  round  to  point  P,  and  battery  for  two  light  12- 
pounder  Napoleon  guns  located  and  commenced  at  point  O  in  advance. 
Two  batteries  for  two  mortars  each  commenced  at  points  E  and  K. 
The  four  9-inch  navy  guns  landed,  and  two  of  them  going  into  their 
position  at  G.  Platforms  for  twelve  mortars  completed  at  A,  B,  C,  T), 
and  L,  and  the  mortars  in  course  of  mounting  upon  them.  Work  every- 
where going  on  briskly  during  the  whole  day  and  night.  No  annoyance 
from  the  fort.  Magazine  lumber  came  up  by  barges  during  the  night. 
August  19,  mortars  and  magazine  in  rapid  preparation.  Battery  at  P 
for  two  3-Jnch  rifles,  one  at  Q  for  two  light  12s,  and  two  at  M  and  N 
for  two  30-pouiiders,  each  were  commenced  in  case  it  should  be  found 
desirable  to  bring  up  any  of  the  rifled  guns  from  first  parallel  after 
opening  fire.  A  heavy  storm  during  the  latter  part  of  the  night,  ren- 
dering work  almost  impossible.  August  20,  storm  continued  and  work 
nearly  stopped  for  the  morning.  At  night  the  magazine  for  battery  at 
G  was  completed  and  all  others  well  under  way. 

Captain  Palfrey  reports  for  August  21 : 

The  storm  liiiil  made  the  parallel  (second)  very  wet  in  some  places,  where  it  could 
not  be  well  drained.  The  magazines,  platforms,  and  batteries  for  all  the  guns  and 
mortars  on  hand  were  completed,  and  everything  pertaining  to  the  engineer  depart- 
ment ready  for  ojieniug  fire.    The  ordnance  was  in  position. 

Lieutenant  Burnham  reports  that — 

Aboiit  8.45  X).  m.  the  fort  opened  fire  njion  lis,  tlirowing  grape  and  canisttsr  and 
sludls  in  all  directions,  i)robably  with  the  intention  of  drawing  our  fire,  but  in  which 
they  did  not  succeed. 

As  herein  reported  for  the  11th,  12th,  and  13th  the  monitors  continued 
to  relieve  each  ether  up  to  this  time  in  throwing  an  occasional  shell  at 
the  fort.  Much  injury  Avas  thus  done  to  the  fort  and  armament  which 
might  have  been  spared  without  retarding  the  surrender.  I  believed 
in  view  of  various  circumstances,  as  before  stated,  that  our  sixteen 
mortars  could  alone  produce  the  surrender  Avithin  forty-eight  hours 
after  they  should  open  fire.  As  the  enemy  manifested  little  disposition 
to  seriously  annoy  us,  his  gunners  well  under  the  eye  of  our  sharp- 
shooters, and  our  cover,  natural  and  artificial,  excellent,  there  seemed 
to  be  little  reason  for  battering  the  fort,  armament,  and  light-house,  at 
least  before  the  mortars  were  ready  to  open,  thus  increasing  the  cost 
of  repairs  after  the  surrender. 

Our  revetments  were  all  of  sand-bags,  some  ofwhich  we  obtained  from 
the  abandoned  rebel  Battery  Glace,  situated  on  the  south  shore  of  the 
point  at  2,800  yards  from  the  fort,  and  designed  as  an  advanced  work 
to  command  approaches  not  seen  by  the  tort. 


414  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  lObap.  LI. 

August  22,  Captaiu  Palfrey  reports : 

At  daylight  fire  was  opened  on  the  fort  from  four  9-iuch  Dahlgrens,  eight  30-poiinder 
Parrotts,  four  light  12s,  two  3-iuch  Rodmans,  twelve  10-iuoh  siege  mortars,  and  four 
8-inch  siege  mortars.  Tlic  monitors  Manhattan,  Chickasaw,  and  Winnebago,  and 
the  captured  Tennessee  (eight  7-inch  rifles)  fired  at  the  fort  at  short  range,  and  the 
large  rifle  ^nns  of  the  rest  of  the  fleet  at  long  range.  The  fire  was  very  accur.atu, 
and  the  eftcct  of  the  heavy  shells  from  the  navy  guns,  both  ashore  aud  afloat,  ai>- 
parcntly  very  great.  After  they  had  once  got  the  range  the  fire  of  the  mortars  was 
admirable.  The  rate  of  fire  at  first  was  once  in  fifteen  minutes,  which  slackened 
toward  noon,  and  was  resumed  toward  sundown.  All  our  work  stood  well.  The 
9-inch  guns  blew  out  the  throats  of  their  embrasures,  which  were  repaired  without 
stopping  their  fire.  *  »  *  No  artillery  was  fired  from  the  fort.  Two  volleys  of 
musketry  were  fired  from  tiie  southeast  salient  of  covered  way,  but  tills  fire  was 
silenced  by  our  sharpshooters  and  a  few  rounds  of  artillery  in  the  afternoon.  Two 
30-pounder  Parrotts  from  first  parallel  were  moved  up  to  rejjlacc  the  two  light  12s 
on  the  left.  These  were  advanced  on  parallel  to  250  yards  from  the  covered  way,  and 
the  two  3-ineh  Rodmans  put  in  battery  on  tlieir  right.  The  men  worked  by  day- 
light ou  the  fort  side  of  these  batteries  without  annoyance  from  the  i'ort.  Orders 
were  given  for  only  three  mortars  to  fire  after  dark.  At  night  an  approach  zig-zag 
was  started  from  left  extremity  of  a  second  parallel  under  direction  of  Lieutenant 
Allen,  but  not  finished  to  any  distance  on  account  of  t]i<i  wet  character  of  the  ground. 
About  9  p.  m.  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  fort,  and  con tit)ue<l  steadily  and  slowly  all 
night.    After  it  broke  out  our  artillery  opened  upon  it  briskly. 

August  23,  Gaptaiu  Palfrey  reports  that — 

A  -white  flag  was  brought  out  of  the  fort  about  7  a.  m.  and  the  surrender  was 
agreed  upon  to  take  place  about  2  p.  ui.  *  »  *  The  fire  proved  to  be  the  bar- 
racks in  the  parade,  which  continued  to  burn  all  day.  Th(!  damage  done  to  the  scarp 
by  the  shells  of  the  navy  was  great,  and  the  jiarapet  was  frequently  torn  up  badly 
by  them.  No  casemate  arches  were  broken  and  no  magazines  injured.  Our  3-inch 
rifles  had  broken  the  carriages  of  a  10-iiich  and  8-inch  columbiad  in  front  of  thom. 
Tlie  principal  obstacle  to  overcome  was  the  transi)ortation  from  the  wharf  at  Pilot 
Town,  which  the  sand  made  very  laborious  for  teams  aud  tlie  sand  spits  precarious 
for  boats.  This  labor  made  the  working  parties  in  the  trenches  neecssarily  small. 
They  averaged  200  men  night  and  day,  in  twelve  hour  tours ;  in  one  instance  300. 

1  made  a  thorough  examination  of  the  fort  between  the  27th  and  31st 
of  August,  before  anything  had  been  disturbed  subsequent  to  the  sur- 
render. The  inclosed  tracing  (marked  B*),  copied  from  a  captured 
rebel  drawing,  indicates  the  two  j)rincipal  changes  made  by  the  rebels, 
1  presume,  from  the  original  arrangements  as  laid  down  upon  the  draw- 
ings furnished  by  the  Engineer  Department,  viz,  the  masking  of  the 
casemates  of  curtains  4  aud  5,  and  the  exterior  water  battery  added. 
1  found  the  armament  somewhat  diflerent  from  that  indicated  on  the 
tracing — not  very  materially,  however.  It  is  seen  that  sixteen  guns 
(counting  those  on  the  retired  flank  at  light-house)  bear  on  the  land 
approaches.  There  were  no  guns  in  embrasures  and  no  parados,  the 
width  of  terre-plein  not  permitting  the  latter.  The  guns  were  pretty 
well  protected  by  traverses  against  fire  from  the  water  but  not  from  the 
land.  The  non-destruction  of  the  barracks  in  parade,  as  a  i)reparation 
for  siege,  indicates  that  if  a  land  attack  was  expected  at  all,  it  was  not 
expected  to  involve  vertical  fire.  The  garrison  did  very  little  work 
after  the  opening  of  our  trenches,  and  although  the  work  was  in  a 
feeble  condition  to  resist  a  land  attack,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  defense 
was  not  conducted  up  to  its  capacity,  such  as  it  was.  It  is,  I  think, 
legitimate  to  suppose  that  the  garrison  was  somewhat  demoralized  by 
the  successful  passage  in  of  the  fleet  and  the  rapid  fall  of  the  other  two 
forts,  Powell  and  Gaines.  Twelve  of  the  barbette  guns  were  disabled, 
some  had  trunnions  knocked  off  and  carriages  broken  by  our  30-pounder 
Parrotts;  some  their  carriages  picked  to  pieces  by  our  3-inch  rifles;  the 
others  had  carriages  smashed  by  mortar  shells  and  by  the  navy  (Dahl- 

*  Not  found, 
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gren)  guns,  both  afloat  and  ashore,  taking  them  in  enfilade  and  reverse 
by  their  distant  curved  fire.  The  barracks  were  in  ruins,  nearly  all  the 
wood-work  burned  out,  fired  by  our  mortar  shells.  The  light-house 
nearly  in  ruins. 

I  notice  the  following  effects  of  distant  curved  fire  from  the  monitors 
at  ranges  of  1,800  to  2,000  yards :  The  amount  of  curvature  on  the  de- 
scending branches  of  the  trajectives  seemed  remarkable,  endangering 
flanks  by  direct  tires  in  prolongation  of  ditches  and  terre-pleins  and 
casemates  by  reverse  tire.  A  15-inch  shell  passed  over  the  crest  of  the 
covered  way  in  front  of  bastion  5  (see  tracing  B),  passed  through  the 
scaip  of  the  flank  of  bastion  No.  4,  just  under  key  of  the  casemate 
arch  and  burst  in  the  casemate,  killing  2  men  and  Avounding  13  others. 
An  11-inch  shell  followed  nearly  the  same  trajiectory,  entering  the  same 
flank  just  above  one  of  the  embrasures,  enlarging  it  upward  about 
two  feet.  A  few  more  such  shells  would  have  laid  open  the  whole  flank. 
An  11-inch  solid  shot  grazed  the  crest  of  curtain  1  (left  extremity), 
struck  the  parade-wall  of  curtain  4  (right  extremity)  at  a  point  only 
six  feet  above  the  iiarade,  penetrating  three  feet  ten  inches  into  the 
solid  brick-work.  This  shot,  therefore,  in  passing  over  a  horizontal  dis- 
tance of  250  feet  descended  vertically  about  twenty -four  feet,  a  declivity 
of  about  one-tenth.  This  indicates  the  risks  run  in  leaving  casemates 
open  at  the  rear  when  exposed  to  these  distant  tires.  Terre-pleins  with- 
out xiarados  are,  of  course,  much  more  endangered.  The  garrison  had 
used  sand-bags  freely  in  stopping  up  some  of  their  casemates  to  the  rear 
for  quarters,  and  in  protecting  their  i>rincipal  magazines  toward  the 
parade. 

The  efficiency  of  the  land  defcuvse  here  was  very  much  abridged  by 
the  fact  that  we  could  approach  under  perfect  cover  to  within  500  yards 
of  the  fort  behind  the  sand-hills  along  the  north  shore  and  the  ridge 
near  the  south  shote,  and  there  establish  our  batteries  without  striking 
a  shovel  into  the  ground  in  the  approach. 

Very  respectliilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  D.  McALESTEK, 
Chief  Engineer,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 

[Brig.  Gen.  R.  Delafield, 

Chief  Engineer,  Washington,  D.  C] 


No.  3. 


Report  of  Maj.  Frank  W.  Marston,  Signal  Corps,  U.  8.  Army,  Chief 

Signal  Officer. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
Mobile  Bay,  August  10, 1864. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit, for  the  information  of  the  major- 
general  commanding  the  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  signal  duty  performed  by  the  officers  of  the  Signal 
Corps  in  the  combined  land  and  naval  operations  against  the  lower 
line  of  defenses  of  Mobile : 

My  officers  were  distributed  among  the  principal  vessels  of  the  fleet 
as  follows :  Captain  Denicke,  Avith  two  flagmen,  on  the  Brooklyn ;  Lieu- 
tenant Dane,  with  two  flagmen,  on  the  Richmond;  Lieutenant  Adams, 
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with  tvfo  flagmen,  on  the  Lackawanna;  Lieutenant  Jerome,  Avitli  two 
flagmen,  on  the  Bienville ;  Lieutenant  Kinney  and  myself,  with  five 
flagmen,  on  the  Hartford.  Captain  Walker,  Lieutenant  Sizer,  and 
Lieutenant  Harris,  the  latter  in  charge  of  the  field  telegraph,  were  as- 
signed to  duty  with  Major-General  Granger,  and  operated  Avith  the 
land  forces.  Lieutenant  Denicke  remained  on  board  the  boat  Laura, 
personally  attached  to  the  general  commanding.  On  board  each  of  the 
lesser  vessels  of  the  fleet  was  placed  an  instructed  man,  with  one 
flagman  each.  This  distribution  of  officers  and  men  was  effected  on  the 
evening  of  the  4th. 

.  Instructions  had  been  given  to  those  on  the  fleet  to  watch  for  signals 
from  this  ship  during  the  operations ;  and  to  the  officers  with  the  army 
to  ojjen  communication  from  the  inside  of  Dauphin  Island  with  the 
flag-ship,  immediately  after  Ave  should  anchor  inside  the  harbor.  The 
wooden  ships  of  this  fleet  steamed  in  column  toward  the  forts,  our  ad- 
vance covered  by  the  iron  shijts,  at  about  7  a.  m.  The  instructions 
previously  given  to  the  signal  oificers  were  faithfully  carried  out,  while 
opposite  the  fort  (Morgan)  exposed  to  its  fire  and  that  of  four  gun-boats. 
Several  important  messages  were  transmitted  from  this  ship  to  the 
Brooklyn,  which,  having  the  advance,  had  stopped  under  the  fire  of  the 
fort  and  gun-boats,  delayingthefartherprogress  of  thecolumn  in  theorder 
previously  assigned.  Captain  Denicke,  on  the  Brooklyn,  and  Lieuten- 
ant Kinney,  on  the  flag-ship,  received  and  transmitted  these  messages 
with  coolness  and  precision  Avhile  exposed  to  the  heaviest  fire.  Shortly 
after  the  passage  of  the  forts  by  the  fleet,  and  while  most  of  the  ships 
were  at  anchor,  the  rebel  ram  Tennessee  was  seen  to  be  steaming  rap- 
idly up  the  harbor,  making  directly  for  the  wooden  vessels  of  the  fleet. 
The  admiral  called  upon  Lieutenant  Kinney  and  myself  to  signal  the 
ships  to  get  under  Avay  and  run  down  the  ram.  This  message  was  im- 
mediately transmitted  to  the  following  ships:  the  Brooklyn,  Kichmond, 
and  LackaAvanna.  The  order  was  promptly  obeyed.  After  the  action 
with  the  ram,  a  large  number  of  messages,  official,  were  sent  fi'om  ship 
to  ship. 

At  10  a.  m.  communication  AA'as  opened  by  signals  with  the  army  on 
Dauphin  Island,  messages  Avere  sent  from  the  admiral  to  the  ma-ior- 
general  commanding,  and  answers  transmitted.  This  communication 
Avas  valuable,  and  was  kept  up  until  after  the  surrender  of  Fort  Gaines. 
During  the  transfer  of  the  trooi)S  from  Daujihin  Island  to  Mobile  Point, 
preparatory  to  the  investment  of  Fort  Morgan,  the  services  of  the  officers 
were  constantly  in  demand.  A  station  Avas  established  on  Mobile  Point, 
communicating  with  the  navy  and  with  the  boat  Laura,  headquarters 
of  Major-General  Granger.  This  station  Avas  equally  as  valuable  as 
that  on  Dauphin  Island. 

I  have  the  honor  to  mention  the  names  of  Captain  Denicke,  acting 
signal  officer,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  on  the  occasion  of 
passing  the  forts,  and  subsequent  close  attention  to  his  duties;  that  of 
Lieut.  J.  0.  Kinney,  acting  signal  officer,  for  gallant  and  meritorious 
conduct  on  the  same  occasion.  Lieut.  M.  C.  F.  Denicke  has  displayed 
energy  and  attention  to  duty  during  the  entire  recent  operations.  I 
recommend  that  First  Lieut.  J.  C.  Kinney  and  Second  Lieut.  M.  C.  F. 
Denicke,  acting  signal  officers,  be  ordered  to  appear  before  the  board 
for  examination  of  candidates  for  admission  to  the  Signal  Corps  of  the 
army.    I  further  respectfully  recommend  the  instructed  men  on  duty  in 
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this  fleet  be  ordered  to  report  to  the  Signal  Camp  of  Instruction,  Few 
Orleans.  They  have  not  been  sufficiently  instructed  in  their  duties  as 
to  be  of  service  in  the  field. 

FRANK  W.  MARSTON, 
Major,  Signal  Corps,  U.  8.  Army, 
Chief  Signal  Officer,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 
Major  Chkistensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 


No.  4. 


Reports  of  Maj.  Oen.  Gordon  Granger,   U.  S.  Army,  commanding  land 

forces. 

Headquarters, 
Fort  Gaines,  August  8, 1861. 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  old  flag  now  floats  over 
Fort  Gaines,  the  entire  garrison  having  surrendered  to  the  combined 
forces  of  the  army  and  navy  this  morning  at  8  o'clock.  By  this  sur- 
render we  liave  captured  818  prisoners  of  war,  including  46  commis- 
sioned officers,  26  guns,  a  large  amount  of  ordnance  stores  and  ammu- 
nition, and  subsistence  stores  for  a  garrison  of  800  men  for  twelve 
months.  I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  terms  pf  surrender,  by  which  it  will 
be  seen  it  was  unconditional  and  complete.  I  shall  move  my  troops 
without  delay  to  Mobile  Point,  near  Pilot  Town,  so  as  to  invest  Fort 
Morgan,  leaving  as  small  a  force  as  possible  to  garrison  and  hold  Fort 
Gaines.  Fort  Powell  was  evacuated  and  dismantled  on  the  night  of  the 
5th  instant,  the  garrison  cstiaping  to  Cedar  Point,  but  leaving  all  the 
guns,  eighteen  in  number,  in  excellent  condition  for  immediate  service. 
All  the  prisoners  are  now  being  forwarded  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  New 
Orleans.  From  reliable  information  I  learn  that  the  garrison  at  Fort 
Morgan  already  outnumbers  my  own  force,  and  that  they  are  amply 
supplied  to  resist  to  the  very  last.  Under  these  circumstances  I  re- 
s])ectfully  request  that  my  re-enforcements  may  be  forwarded  without 
delay.  In  the  mean  time  I  shall  make  the  investment  under  protection 
of  the  gun -boats,  and  do  all  iu  my  power  with  the  troops  under  my  com- 
mand. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GORDON  GRANGER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

p.  S. — The  transport  Kate  Dale  has  just  arrived  with  800  men,  and 
the  others  are  in  sight.  We  will  land  on  Mobile  Point  at  daylight 
to-morrow. 

G.   GRANGER, 

Major-General. 
Maj.  C.  T.  Christensen,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[luclosure.l 

TJ.  S.  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  7,  1864. 

Col.  C.  D.  Anderson,  Commanding  Fort  Gaines  ; 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  proposal  made  in  your  letter  of  this 
morning*  for  the  surrender  of  Fort  Gaines,  I  have  to  say  that  after 

*  See  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  1864,  p.  399. 
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communicating  with  General  Granger,  in  command  of  our  forces  on 
Dauphin  Island,  the  only  offers  we  can  make  are : 

First.  The  unponditional  surrender  of  yourself  and  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Gaines,  with  all  of  the  public  property  within  its  limits.  Second. 
The  treatment  which  is  in  conformity  with  the  custom  of  the  most  civ- 
ilized nations  toward  prisoners  of  war.  Third.  Private  property,  with 
the  exception  of  arms,  will  be  respected. 

This  communication  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Fleet  Gapt.  P.  Dray- 
ton and  Colonel  Myer,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  who  fally  understand  the 
views  of  General  Granger  and  myself. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FAERAGUT, 

Bear-Admiral. 
GOEDON  GRANGEE, 
Major- General,  IT.  S.  Army. . 

The  above  conditions  and  terms  of  surrender  are  agreed  to  by  the 
undersigned,  and  the  ceremony  of  turning  over  the  prisoners  of  war, 
Fort  Gaines,  and  all  public  property  appertaining  thereto  intact,  and 
in  the  same  condition  it  is  noAV,  will  take  place  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow, 
August  8. 

C.  D.  ANDERSON, 

Colonel  Twenty-first  Alabama  Begt.,  Gomdg.  Fort  Gaines. 

i. 

Witnessed : 

P.  Dba-ston, 

Fleet  Captain. 
Albert  J.  Myek, 

Colonel,  Signal  Officer,  Army. 


Headquarters  TJ.  S.  Forces, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  20,  1864. 
Major  :  We  now  have  sixteen  guns  and  fourteen  mortars  in  position. 
Two  more  mortars  and  six  guns  are  yet  to  be  placed  in  position,  all  of 
which  will  be  completed  to-morrow;  also  the  magazines,  platforms, 
&c.  Unless  we  have  a  repetition  of  the  terrible  storm  or  hurricane 
which  prevailed  last  night  and  to-day  our  batteries,  both  land  and 
naval,  will  open  Monday  morning,  the  22d  instant,  at  daylight.  A  de- 
serter escaped  from  the  fort  last  night  and  reports  that  our  firing  thus 
far,  which  has  been  slight,  amounting  to  150  shots,  has  dismounted  3 
pieces,  killed  3  men,  and  wounded  15,  and  otherwise  considerably  dam- 
aged the  fort  and  demoralized  the  garrison.  We  are  strongly  in  hopes 
that  our  shelling  will  produce  the  desired  effect  of  forcing  it  to  sur- 
render, and  thereby  avoid  a  long  and  tedious  siege.  Captain  Palfrey, 
however,  suggests  that  in  order  to  save  time  and  be  prepared  for  the 
siege  in  case  we  cannot  compel  a  surrender  by  shelling,  that  the 
Mnety-eighth  Colored  Regiment  be  sent  to  Fort  Macomb,  with  orders 
to  construct  5,000  gabions  and  2,500  fascines  in  case  we  should  require 
them.  General  Gordon  has  reported  and  been  assigned  to  the  western 
defenses  of  Mobile  Bay,  rather  a  diminished  command.  If  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  commanding  general  to  make  a  dash  on  Mobile,  the 
sooner  it  is  done  after  the  fall  of  Morgan  the  better.  Admiral  Far- 
ragut  is  now  in  the  humor  and  anxious,  and  we  feel  certain  that  with 
12,000  men  we  can  speedily  reduce  the  city  to  submission  or  ashes. 
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The  two  regiments  which  the  general  proposed  to  send  me  and  the 
Mnety-ninth  Eegiment  U.  8.  Colored  Infantry,  requested  iu  a  subse- 
quent letter,  have  not  yet  arrived. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  GRANGER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
Maj.  G.  T.  Cheistensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaetees  U.  S.  Foeces, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  23,  1864. 
Fort  Morgan  is  oui's.    After  a  furious  bombardment  of  twenty-four 
hours  it  surrendered  unconditionally,  leaving  in  our  hands  prisoners 
and  a  large  number  of  cannon  and  materials  of  war,  <%c.    Thus  ends 
the  campaign  for  the  opening  of  Mobile  Bay. 

G.  GRANGER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
Major-General  Canby. 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Charles  S.  Sargent,  Second  Louisiana  Infantry,  Aide-de- 
Camp  to  Maj.  Gen.  Nathaniel  P.  Banks. 

OEDNANCE   in  FOET  MOEGAN,   ALA.,   AUGUST  24,    1804. 

Water  battery. — Four  10-inch  columbiads  spiked,  guns  and  carriages 
unhurt;  one  8-inch  columbiad  si)iked,  gun  and  carriage iinhurt;  one  32- 
pounder  rifle  gun  unhurt,  carriage  unserviceable;  one  32-pounder  rifle 
spiked,  gun  and  carriage  unhurt. 

Lighthouse  battery. — Two  32-pounder  smooth-bore  guns  unhurt,  car- 
riages unserviceable;  one  32-iiounder  smooth-bore  gun  and  carriage  un- 
hurt, iilatform  destroyed;  one  32-pounder  banded  rifle  gun  dismounted 
and  split,  carriage  destroyed;  one  32-pounder  banded  rifle  gun  unhurt, 
carriage  disabled. 

G^ms  on  the  glacis  and  in  the  ditch. — One  32-pounder  smooth-bore,  gun 
and  carriage  unhurt;  one  32-pounder  banded  smooth-bore  spiked,  gun 
and  carriage  unhurt;  one  32-pounder  banded  smooth-bore  spiked,  gim 
unhurt,  carriage  destroyed;  one  30-pounder  Parrott  rifle  spiked,  car- 
riage unserviceable;  one  3-inch  Whitworth  rifle,  gun  and  carriage  un- 
hurt; one  12-pouuder  iron  howitzer  on  field  carriage,  gun  and  carriage 
unhurt. 

Parapet. — ^Two  10-inch  columbiads,  guns  and  carriages  unhurt;  one 
10-inch  columbiad  spiked,  gun  and  carriage  unhurt;  two  32-pounder 
smooth-bores,  one  spiked,  guns  and  carriages  unhurt;  one  32-pounder 
smooth-bore  gun  dismounted,  carriage  destroyed;  one  32-pounder 
smooth-bore  gun  unserviceable,  carriage  destroyed;  two  30-pounder 
smooth-bore  guns  unhurt,  carriages  destroyed;  two  7-inch  Brooke 
rifle  spiked,  guns  and  carriages  unhurt;  one  8-inch  Blakely  rifle,  trmi- 
nions  knocked  off,  carriage  destroyed ;  one  8-inch  Blakely  rifle  gun  dis- 
mounted, carriage  destroyed;  one  24-pouuder  rifle  sjjiked,  gun  and 
carriage  unhurt;  one  32-pouiider  smooth-bore  gun  unhurt,  carriage  uu- 
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serviceable;  one  32-pounder  banded  rifle  gun  unhurt,  carriage  destroyed ; 
one  32-pounder  smooth-bore,  trunnion  knocked  off,  carriage  destroyed ; 
nine  24-pounder  howitzers  for  flank  defense,  guns  and  carriages  unhurt; 
one  24-pounder  howitzer  for  flank  defense,  gun  unhurt,  carriage  dis- 
mounted; one  1-pounder  brass  signal  gun,  gun  and  caniage  unhurt. 
Total  number  of  guns,  46;  rifles,  11;  smooth-bores,  35.  There  are  iit 
least  250  rounds  of  shot  and  shell  to  each  gun,  except  to  the  flank  how- 
itzers, for  which  there  are  about  50  rounds  of  canister  per  gun.  There 
are  about  50,000  rounds  of  small-arm  ammunition,  caliber  .57.  The 
powder  is  all  destroyed. 
Eespectfully  submitted. 

C.  S.  SAEGENT, 
First  Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp. 


No.  6. 
Report  of  Lieut.  N.  Henry  Camp,  Signal  Corps,  V.  S.  Army. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  recon- 
naissance for  signal  points  near  Mobile  Bay : 

Eeference  is  had  to  Coast  Survey  charts.    The  proposed  landing  for 
operations  are  to  be,  one  about  four  miles  from  Fort  Morgan  on  the 
seaside,  one  about  the  middle  of  Dauphin  Island  from  the  Sound  side. 
The  first  landing  to  be  covered  by  gun-boats  outside  during  the  -pas- 
sage of  the  fort  by  the  rest  of  the  squadron,  and  afterward  by  the  com- 
bined action  of  gun-boats  inside  and  outside.    It  is  the  object  by  this 
landing  to,  in  conjunction  with  the  naval  force,  isolate  Fort  Morgan. 
The  beach  and  points  between  Fort  Morgau  and  the  proposed  landing 
can  be  to  a  great  extent  covered  by  the  naval  fire.    The  second  landing 
on  an  open  beach  and  a  narrow  strip  of  low  sand  (Dauphin  Island)  iiviil 
also  be  covered  by  gun-boat  fire.     It  is  the  object  of  tli^  second  landing 
to  isolate  Fort  Gaines.    It  is  possible  there  will  be  a  third  landing  on 
Sand  Island  to  establish  a  depot.    This  island  is  vacant  and  is  not 
defended.    There  arc  three  fixed  points  which,  in  communication,  as- 
sure the  complete  communication  of  tlie  land  and  naval  forces  in  all 
the  extent  of  the  fields  of  operations.    These  points  are,  in  the  order  of 
their  importance.  Sand  Island,  the  lauding  on  Mobile  Point,  and  a 
point  in  the  woods  on  Dau])hin  Island.    The  distance  between  these 
points  is  so  great  that  the  stations  should  be  fixed  Avith  a  view  that 
the  reduction  of  harbor  torts  will  require  some  time.    I  recommend 
that  there  be  preparations  to  erect  a  platform  of  thirty  feet  in  height 
at  the  landing  on  Mobile  Point,  one  of  forty  feet  on  Sand  Island, 
and  a  third  to  project  twenty  feet  above  the  pines,  Avhatever  may  be 
their  height,  on  Dauphin  Lsland.    For  the  platform  on  Sand  Island  the 
rims  of  the  light-house  will  form  a  ])artial  support,  or  it  can  be  placed 
on  one  of  the  sand-hills.    The  station  on  Mobile  Point  could,  I  think, 
be  well  filled  by  one  of  the  portable  ladder  towers,  now  suggested  for 
use.    The  platform  on  Dauphin  Island  ought  to  be  constructed  with 
the  timber  of  the  pines  among  Avhich  it  will  be.    A  party  of  men,  with 
some  skilled  carpenters  and  suitable  tools,  should  accompany  the  ex- 
pedition for  this  purpose,  and  the  construction  of  the  platform  be  com- 
menced immediately  npon  the  occupation  of  the  ground.    Should  the 
fleet  be  long  kept  part  inside  the  bay  and  part  outside,  the  army  being 
also  in  divided  portions,  the  facilities  had  through  these  stations  may 
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be  much  needed.  It  is  contemplated  that  at  the  time  the  above  land- 
ings are  effected,  the  main  body  of  the  fleet  will  pass  the  forts,  and, 
occupying  the  interior  of  the  bay,  will  destroy  the  enemy's  naval  forces 
therein,  and  cutting  of  the  enemy's  works  will  render  their  reduction 
certain.  This  naval  force  should  be  in  constant  communication  with 
the  vessels  at  the  points  above  named,  and  with  the  land  forces.  The 
detail  of  the  signal  corjis  recommended  for  the  entire  operation  is  as 
follows:  Commissioned  officers,  total  10;  CTilisted  men  instructed  in 
general  service  code,  total  14;  to  the  main  fleet,  5  officers  and  5  men; 
to  the  gun-boats  conveying  party  at  Mobile  Point,  1  officer  and  2  men; 
to  the  gun-boats  covering  landing  at  Dauphin  Island,  1  officer  and  2  men; 
to  Sand  Island,  1  officer;  to  the  Mobile  Point  land  forces,  3  officers  and 
3  men;  to  the  Dauphin  Island  land  forces,  1  officer  and  2  men.  At 
least  one-half  the  signal  party  of  the  main  landing  force  will  land  with 
the  first  detachment  of  the  main  landing  party,  and  wDl  at  once  from 
the  shore  open  communication  with  the  transports  and  with  the  cov- 
ering- gun-boats.  A  signal  flag  will  be  continually  kept  with  the 
advance  of  the  troops,  and,  if  the  peninsula  is  crossed,  will  hasten 
to  open  communication  with  the  fleet  inside.  This  communication 
will  be  with  the  flag-ship  if  possible,  and  officers  on  board  her  will  try 
to  see  that  it  is  opened.  In  the  mean  time  the  remainder  of  the  party 
will  keej)  communication  with  the  gun-boats  and  transports  outside. 
The  party  in  the  outside  gun-boats  will  try  to  keep  communication  with 
the  troops  on  shore,  the  general  there  commanding,  and  will  also  try  to 
open  from  their  tops  to  the  fleet  inside  across  the  peninsula.  So  soon 
as  the  troops  are  re-established  in  the  different  points  communication 
will  be  opened  with  Sand  Island,  if  that  point  is  occupied.  Sand  Island 
will  also,  if  practicable,  put  itself  in  communication  with  the  fleet  inside 
and  the  troops  landing  on  Dauphin  Island.  The  signal  detachment  with 
the  inside  landing  on  Dauphin  Island  will  land  in  part,  with  the  first 
landing  party.  It  will  then  keep  up  communication  with  the  gun-boats 
there  and  the  transports.  It  will,  after  the  landing,  try  to  communicate 
with  Sand  Island.  It  will  keep  a  constant  watch  for  any  friendly  gun- 
boat appearing  inside  of  Fort  Powell,  and  will  advance,  open  with,  and 
afterward  maintain  the  communication.  Every  care  must  be  taken  to 
make  sure  that  the  vessels  detailed  to  lie  inside  of  or  to  attack  Fort 
Powell  are  accompanied  by  a  signal  party,  to  at  once,  and  by  every 
effort,  aim  to  communicate  with  the  troops  on  Dauphin  Island,  and  also 
with  the  flag-ship  or  squatlron  in  the  bay.  The  flag-ship,  on  which,  on 
account  of  tlie  numerous  stations  to  be  in  communication,  there  ought 
to  be  at  least  three  good  readers,  should  be  placed  in  communica- 
tion, first,  with  the  troops  on  the  Mobile  Point;  second,  with  the  ves- 
sels lying  outside;  third,  with  the  vessels  off  Fort  Powell;  fourth,  with 
Sand  Island.  This  vessel  should  also  be  in  communication  with  the  dif- 
ferent vessels  of  the  squadron. 

The  general  service  code  should  be  used  for  all  ordinary  communica- 
tions; but  special  messages  must  be  sent  in  cipher,  commanders  to 
designate  to  commissioned  officers  the  messages  they  require  to  be  in 
cipher.  The  signal  officer  commanding  the  detachment  must,  prior  to 
the  action,  indicate  a  call  by  which  each  naval  vessel  can  distinguish 
when  she  is  called.  When  the  land  and  naval  forces  are  near  together, 
the  red  flag  used  on  land  to  send  a  message  will  indicate  that  the  naval 
fire  is  needed,  and  that  any  vessel  receiving  the  message  is  requested 
to  turn  her  guns  upon  the  point  indicated  by  the  signal.  All  directions 
for  naval  fire  to  aid  land  forces  must  be  given  by  compass,  if  possible. 
It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  senior  signal  officer  present  to  see  that  suitable 


422  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  LL 

persons  are  selected  for  the  different  stations,  and  that  they  are  care- 
fully instructed  in  the  minutia  of  the  duties  to  be  discharged  by  them 
during  this  particular  action.  Each  officer  will  be  furnished  before  the 
action  with  a  written  copy  of  the  general  plan  for  the  duties  of  the 
corps,  and  with  a  written  memorandum  of  the  special  signals. 

.  N.  HENRY  CAMP, 

Lieutenant,  Signal  Corps,  U.  8.  Army. 


No.  7. 


Itinerary  of  U.  8.  Forces  in  Mobile  Bay,   Ala.,  commanded  hy  Brig. 
Gen.  George  H.  Gordon,  U.  8.  Army.* 

Fort  Morgan,  Ala.,  invested. 

August  55.— Bombardment  commenced ;  lasted  twenty-six  hours. 

August  55.— FortMorgan  capitulated ;  casualties  reported,  7  wounded. 
Major-General  Granger  turned  over  the  command  to  Brigadier-General 
Gordon,  and  proceeded  to  New  Orleans. 

August  55.— Occupied  Cedar  Point  with  six  regiments  and  a  battery. 
Found  there  one  12-pounder  howitzer  in  good  condition,  abandoned  by 
the  rebels.  The  records  of  the  expedition  having  been  taken  by  Gen- 
eral Granger  to  New  Orleans,  this  record  of  events  is  necessarily  im- 
perfect. 


No.  8. 


Itinerary  of  U.  8.  Forces  on  Mobile  Point,  Ala.,  commanded  by   Col. 
Henry  Bertram,  Twentieth  Wisconsin  Infantry.* 

August  1. — The  Twentieth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry  embarked 
fat  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.]  on  board  U.  S.  transport  Suwanee  at  1  p.  m. 
for  New  Orleans. 

August  6. — Arrived  at  New  Orleans;  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  rejoined 
brigade  same  day. 

August  7. — Second  Brigade  embarked  for  Dauphin  Island,  Mobile 
Bay,  Ala.;  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  on  transport  Kate  Dale;  Twentieth 
Wisconsin  Infantry,  with  headquarters,  on  steamer  Suwauee;  Twentieth 
and  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  on  propellers  Marine,  Josephine,  and  Patroon. 

August  8. — Arrived  off  Fort  Gaines,  Mobile  Bay,  and  anchored. 

August  10. — The  troops  went  on  gun-boats ;  landed  on  Mobile  Point, 
Ala. 

August  12. — Moved  camp  to  the  south  beach  and  commenced  active 
operations  in  the  reduction  of  Fort  Morgan. 

August  22. — Commenced  a  general  bombardment  on  Fort  Morgan  at 
sunrise,  and  kept  up  a  continual  fire  for  twelve  hours.  At  10  i>.  m.  the 
fort  was  discovered  on  fire. 

August  23. — At  2.30  p.  m.  Fort  Morgan  surrendered  to  the  army  and 
navy.  Nothing  has  transpired  since  the  surrender  of  Fort  Morgan. 
No  men  lost  during  the  siege  of  Fort  Morgan.  The  Twentieth  Wiscon- 
sin Infantry  had  2  men  wounded  by  the  enemy,  and  the  Twentieth  Iowa 
Infantry  2  wounded  by  our  own  shells. 

*  From  returu  for  August,  1864. 
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No.  9. 

Report  of  Capt.Udward  Coulter,  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers, 

Morganza,  La.,  September  14, 1864. 
General  :  I  have  the  houor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Morgan,  Ala.: 
On  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  August  the  regiment  embarked  on 
transports  for  Mobile  Bay.  The  9th  Ave  entered  the  bay.  On  the  10th 
we  landed  on  Mobile  Point.  On  the  11th  moved  up  to  within  two  miles 
and  a  half  of  the  fort,  within  easy  range  of  the  enemy's  guns.  We 
took  onr  part  in  the  planting  of  the  batteries  and  in  the  rifle-pits.  Dur- 
ing the  bombardment,  Company  C,  Capt.  Mark  L.  Thomson,  Lieuten- 
ants Lytle  and  Johnston  manned  one  of  the  mortar  batteries,  and  re- 
ceived the  personal  thanks  of  General  Granger  for  the  gallant  manner  in 
which  they  handled  it. 

The  enemy  shelled  our  cami)  several  times  during  the  siege,  doing  no 
damage,  however.  Our  loss  during  the  entire  siege  Avas  1  man,  Private 
Nelson  Benedict,  Company  I,  slightly  wounded  in  side  Avith  piece  of 
shell. 

The  fatigue  duty  was  A^ery  heavy,  but  the  men  bore  it  patiently, 
knowing  that  their  labors  would  result  in  the  capture  of  the  fort  and 
garrison,  which  was  consummated  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  August, 
1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  COULTBK, 
Captain,  Commanding  Twentieth  Iowa. 
Brig.  Gen.  N.  B.  Baker, 

Adjutant- General  State  of  Iowa. 


No.  10. 

Report  of  Maj.  William  Roy,  First  Indiana  Heavy  Artillery. 

Hdqrs.  Battalion  First  Indiana  Heavy  Artillery, 

MoMle  Point,  Ala.,  August  26, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  transmit  a  report  of  the  part  taken 
in  the  late  action  resulting  in  the  reduction  of  Fort  Morgan,  Ala.,  by 
Batteries  B,  P,  H,  and  K  of  the  First  Indiana  Heavy  Artillery,  under 
my  command. 

Batteries  B,  F,  and  K  arrived  at  Pilot  Cove  wharf  on  Tuesday 
morning,  16th  instant,  and  were  from  that  time  until  the  night  of  the 
21st  instant  being  placed  in  position  on  a  line  extending  from  the 
bay  to  the  gulf,  distant  from  Fort  Morgan  from  700  to  900  yards.  Bat- 
tery B  had  in  action  four  10-inch  mortars,  and  lired  298  shell,  with  great 
precision;  commenced  firing  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  instant  at  5 
a.  m.  and  ceased  at  6.40  a.  m.  23d.  Battery  F  had  in  this  action  two 
8-inch  and  two  10-inch  mortars,  and  fired  285  shell ;  commenced  firing  at 
5  a.  m.  on  the  22d  instant  and  ceased  at  6.40  a.  m.  23d  instant.  Less 
than  ten  per  cent,  of  these  shell  fell  outside  the  fort.  Battery  H  was 
landed  near  Pilot  Cove  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  August,  and  went 
into  position  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day  on  the  left  of  the  besieging 
forces,  distant  from  FortMorgan  about  1,500  yards ;  the  battery  consisted 
of  four  30-pounder  Parrotts.    This  battery  commenced  firing  on  the  even- 
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ing  of  the  loth  iustant  ami  kept  up  a  desultory  fire  uutil  the  moruiug  of 
the  21st  instant,  principally  by  the  first  section.  The  full  result  of  the 
fire  cmilcl  not  be  ascertained,  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  at  least 
three  of  the  barbette  guns  on  the  fort  were  disabled  and  several  of  the 
garrison  killed  and  woanded.  Opened  a  regular  fire  on  the  morning  of 
the  22d  from  both  sections ;  ceased  firing  at  11  a.  m.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  shots  fired  from  this  position  was  about  200.  Moved  iip  to 
within  500  yards  of  the  fort  and  went  into  position  on  the  evening  of 
the  same  day,  and  fired  nine  shots  on  the  morning  of  the  2.'M.  Battery 
K  had  in  action  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  two  10  inch  mortars  and 
two  on  the  right  center  of  the  second  line,  and  fired  with  great  accu- 
racy 223  shell,  all  falling  inside  of  the  fort  and  inflicting  serious  damage. 
For  character  of  i)rojectiles,  elevation,  distance,  &c.,  I  woiild  refer  you 
to  tabular  statements  froni  the  several  battery  commanders. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  the  officers  and  men  of  the  com- 
Hiand  for  their  coolness  and  bravery  in  danger  or  their  efficiency  in 
action.  Where  all  have  done  so  well  I  cannot  discrimiuatc.  You  will 
allow  me  to  further  add  they  have  done  their  whole  duty,  and,  taking 
into  consideration  their  inexperience  in  the  particular  branch  to  whicli 
they  Avere  assigned,  they  have  surjiassed  my  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions. 

I  have  the  honor  t«  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  KOY, 
Major,  Commanding  Battalion  First  Indiana  Artillery. 

Brig.  Gen.  Richard  Arnold, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


JSTo.  11. 


Report  of  lAeut.  Frank  B.  Fenton,  Battery  A,  Second  Illinois  Light  Ar- 
tillery. 

Mobile  Point,  Ala.,  August  24,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  comply  with  your  direction  in  making  the 
following  report  of  Battery  A,  Second  Illinois  Artillery,  viz: 

Landed  on  tlie  15th  and  ha^l  the  battery  in  position  and  ready  for 
action  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  under  command  of  Ca])t.  H.  Borris, 
who  was  relieA'cd  by  order  of  General  Arnold  on  the  ITtli,  when  the 
command  was  tnrned  over  to  me.  Firing  commenced  at  5  a.  m.  22d  and 
was  kept  up  at  regular  intc^rvals  of  fifteen  minutes  to  each  piece  until 
9.30  a.  m.  Firing  was  resumed  again  from  one  section  at  5  p.  m.,  by 
order  of  General  Arnold,  and  kept  up  one  hour,  after  which  time  firing 
ceased  altogether  from  my  battery  by  order  of  General  Granger.  I  am 
happy  to  report  no  casualties  occurred  during  the  entire  siege  in  my 
command. 

Inclosed  please  find  the  report*  of  firing  of  my  battery  during  the 
bombardment  of  Monday. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  B.  FENTON, 
First  IAe%it.,  Comdg.  Battery  A,  Second  Illinois  Artillery. 
Bri ga<l icr-Gen era!  Arnold , 

Chief  of  Artillery. 

"  Not  found. 
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No.  12. 
Report  of  Gapt.  Jacob  B.  Baivles,  Battery  G,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery. 

Pilot  Town,  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  August  25, 1864. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  my  battery  in  the  recent  siege  of  Fort  Morgan : 

The  battery  left  New  Orleans  on  the  15th  instant  and  arrived  at  Pilot 
ToAvn,  Mobile  Bay,  on  the  16th.  They  were  at  once  put  to  work  laying 
l>latfornis,  building  a  magazine,  and  preparing  a  battery  for  two  10-inch 
mortars,  which  were  to  be  put  in  imsition  at  a  distance  of  900  yards  from 
the  fort.  This  Avork  was  conii)leted  by  the  21st  and  everything  in  read- 
iness to  open  fire.  On  Monday  morning,  the  22d  instant,  in  accordance 
with  previous  orders  received  from  the  chief  of  artillery,  the  battery 
commenced  firing  at  5  a.  m.,  throwing  a  shell  from  each  mortar  every 
fifteen  minutes.  This  was  kept  up  during  the  day  and  night,  with  a 
slight  variation  at  different  times  in  the  rapidity  of  fire.  At  about  7.30 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  the  firing  was  discontinued,  a  white 
flag  having  been  displayed  from  the  fort,  and  at  2  p.  m.  our  troops  took 
possession,  the  garrison  having  surrendered.  I  inclose  with  this  report 
a  table*  of  fire  giving  the  range,  amount  of  charges,  elevation,  &c.,  that 
1  used  during  the  bombardment. 

I  am,  general,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  RAWLES, 
First  Lieut.,  Fifth  U.  S.  Arty.,  Gomdg.  Batty.  G,  Fifth  U.  8.  Arty. 

Brig.  GcTi.  EiCHAKD  Arnold, 

Chief  of  Arty.,  Bept.  of  the  Gulf,  Hdqrs.  New  Orleans,  La. 


No.  13. 


Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Dabney  H.  Maury,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  De- 
partment of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Fast  Louisiana. 

Mobile,  August  5,  1804. 

(Received  Gth.) 

Seventeen  of  the  enemy's  vessels  (fourteen  ships  and  three  ironclads) 
passed  Fort  Morgan  this  morning.  The  Tecumseh,  a  monitor,  was 
sunk  by  Fort  Morgan.  The  Tennessee  surrendered  after  a  desperate 
engagement  with  the  enemy's  tieet.  Admiral  Buchanan  lost  a  leg  and 
is  a  prisoner.  The  Selma  was  captured.  The  Gaines  was  beached  near 
the  liospital.  The  Morgan  is  safe  and  will  try  and  run  up  to-night. 
The  enemy's  fleet  has  approached  the  city.  A  monitor  has  been  engag- 
ing Fort  Powell  all  day. 

D.  H.  MAURY, 

Major -General. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon. 


Mobile,  Monday,  August  8, 1804. 
Friday  night  Lieutenant-Colonel  Williams,  commanding  Fort  Powell, 
evacuated  and  blew  up  the  fort.    Yesterday  and  to-day  the  enemy  are 

*Not  found. 
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shelling  Fort  Gaines.  The  people  of  Mobile  ai-e  all  ready  for  the  fray. 
Great  confidence  prevails.  The  people  are  satisfied  witli  the  conduct 
of  Admiral  Buchanan,  Captain  Murphy,  and  Lieutenant  Bennett,  of  the 
navy. 

D.  II.  MAUEY, 

Major- General. 
Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War. 


Mobile,  August  8,  1864. 
Forts  Powell  and  Gaines  surrendered.    Can  yon  spare  any  good  in- 
fantry? 

DABNEY  H.  MAURY, 

Major- General. 
Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon. 

Mobile,  Monday,  August  8, 1864. 

It  is  painfully  humiliating  to  announce  the  shameful  surrender  of 
Fort  Gaines  at  9.30  this  morning  by  Col.  Charles  D.  Anderson,  of  the 
Twenty-first  Alabama  Regiment.  This  powerful  work  was  provisioned 
for  six  months  and  wath  a  garrison  of  600  men.  He  communicated 
with  the  enemy's  fleet  by  flag  of  truce  withjout]  the  sanction  of  General 
Page.  General  Page  inquired  by  signal  what  his  pur-pose  was,  but 
received  no  answer.  His  attention  was  attracted  by  signal  guns.  Page 
repeatedly  telegraphed,  "Hold  on  to  your  fort."  The  same  night  visited 
Fort  Gaines  and  found  Anderson  on  board  the  Yankee  fleet  arranging 
the  terms  of  capitulation.  He  left  peremptory  orders  for  Anderson  on 
his  return  not  to  surrender  the  fort,  and  relieved  him  of  his  command. 
Fort  Morgan  signaled  this  morning,  but  no  answer  was  received  except 
the  hoisting  of  the  Yankee  flag  over  the  ramparts  of  Fort  Gaines. 
Anderson's  conduct  is  officially  pronounced  inexplicable  and  shameful. 

D.  H.  MAURY, 

Major- General. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War. 

Headquaetees  District  of  the  Gulf, 

Mobile,  Ala.,  AuguM.  9,  18G4. 

Geneeal  :  While  at  Meridian  on  the  3d  instant  I  receivexl  dispatches 
indicating  a  land  and  naval  attack  ou  the  lower  forts.  On  the  4th  in- 
stant a  force  was  thrown  on  Dauphin  Island  estimated  at  2,000. 

On  Friday,  the  5th  Instant,  the  enemy's  fleet  attacked  Fort  Morgan 
at  6.30  a.  m.  After  several  hours'  bombardment  the  whole  fleet,  except 
one  large  monitor,  which  was  sunk  by  our  guns,  ran  by  the  fort  and  entered 
the  bay.  They  numbered  fourteen  wooden  ships  and  three  iron-clads. 
The  Tennessee,  and  little  gun-boats  Selma,  Gaines,  and  Morgan  were 
soon  overpowered.  The  conduct  of  the  admiral  in  the  Tennessee,  and 
of  the  Selma,  Capt.  Patrick  U.  Murphy,  is  spoken  of  as  devotedly  gallant. 
On  the  same  day  a  monitor  ran  close  up  to  Fort  Powell  and  cannon- 
aded it  for  several  hours.  Five  gun-boats  in  Mississippi  Sound  bom- 
barded it  at  long  range.  No  serious  injury  was  done  to  the  fort  besides 
disabling  the  carriage  of  a  10-inch  gun.  No  officer  or  man  was 
wounded.  That  night  Lieutenant-Colonel  Williams  (the  same  com-' 
mander  who  in  a  spirited  manner  sustained  the  attack  of  Farragut  some 
months  ago)  evacuated  the  fort,  blew  it  up,  and  brought  the  garrison 
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to  this  city.  Urgent  orders  were  sent  to  Col.  C.  D.  Anderson,  Twenty- 
first  Alabama,  the  commander  of  Gaines,  to  liold  bis  fort  to  last  ex- 
tremity. He  surrendered  his  fort,  Avith  about  600  good  troops  in  it,  on 
yesterday  morning.  The  commander  and  garrison  of  Fort  Morgan 
evince  a  noble  spirit  of  resolution. 

Grant's  Pass  is  now  open  for  transports  and  Mobile  may  be  attacked 
in  a  short  time.  Henceforth  the  place  must  always  be  held  ready  for 
attack.  There  are  an  uiisual  number  of  women  and  children  here. 
They  will  not  go  away  until  the  shells  begin  to  fall,  when  it  may  be  too 
late.  There  is  six  months'  sup])ly  of  victuals  here  for  a  garrison.  The 
ordnance  supplies  are  still  insullicient  for  siege.  The  citizens,  employes, 
reserves,  militia,  two  Louisiana  regiments  of  heavy  artillery,  six  com- 
I)anies  of  cavalry,  and  a  battalion  of  men  selected  from  companies  of 
correction,  in  all  about  4,000,  now  man  the  works.  A  regiment  of  re- 
serves and  about  300  artillerists  are  en  route.  Other  reserves  are  under 
orders  to  come  here — say  1,000.  Last  night  I  received  a  dispatch  from 
my  most  intelligent  New  Orleans  correspondent  stating  Canby's  force 
at  3,000.  If  this  be  so  no  immediate  attack  upon  the  city  is  i)robable. 
Forrest  telegraphs  me  that  the  force  advancing  down  Mississippi  Cen- 
tral road  is  about  15,000  men.  It  has  forced  Chalmers  back  toward 
Oxford.  Forrest  has  about  7,000  veteran  cavalry.  I  have  ordered 
Generals  Wirt  Adams  and  Liddell  to  re-enforce  him,  if  possible.  They 
may  send  him  1,000  to  1,500  men,  and  the  State  reserves  and  militia 
of  Mississippi  may  give  him  1,500  more.  With  this  I  think  he  can  re- 
tard and,  perhaps,  defeat  the  enemy.  I  go  to  Meridian  this  evening. 
No  tidings  yet  of  General  Taylor  or  of  troops  crossing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DABNEY  H.  MAUEY, 

Major-Oeneral,  Commanding. 
[General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General.] 


[Pirst  indorfleraent.] 


Attgtjst  31,  1864. 


Read  and  returned  to  Secretary  of  "War. 

Let  the  requisite  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  be  furnished.  The 
commander  of  the  reserves  of  Alabama  should  be  urged  to  greatest  ex- 
ertion. 

J.  D. 

[Second  indoTBement.] 

September  2,  1864. 
Mr.  S[hepherd]: 

Communicate  the  President's  indorsement  to  Colonel  Gorgas.  I  will 
T^Tite  General  Withers. 

J.  A.  S. 


[Third  iudoraemeiit.] 

Noted. 


J.  GORGAS. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Ala.,  Miss.,  and  East  La., 

Mobile,  Ala.,  August  12, 1864. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  received  to-day  your  dispatch  inquiring  for  the  par- 
ticulars concerning  the  surrender  of  Fort  Gaines.     I  have  answered  as 
to  the  main  points.    When  the  fleet  first  appeared  to  be  increasing 
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before  Fort  Morgan  I  was  in  Meridian,  the  headquarters  of  the  depart- 
ment to  which  I  had  recently  been  temporarily  assigned.  On  my 
return  to  Mobile  on  the  3d  instant  I  found  that  in  consequence  of  the 
aiipearance  of  &  land  force  off  Dauphin  Island  the  garrisons  of  Forts 
Gaines  and  Powell  had  been  increased  by  sending  some  local  troops 
(Pelham  Cadets),  marines, reserves,  heavy  artillery — in  fact,  almost  every 
available  soldier  at  that  time  in  Mobile.  It  was  then  believed  those 
would  hold  out  against  any  attack  likely  to  be  made  on  them,  and  it 
was  hoped  the  fleet  would  not  enter  the  bay. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Williams,  of  Fort  Powell,  abandoned  and  blew 
up  his  work  Avithout  having  a  man  injured,  nor  had  any  injury  been 
inflicted  on  any  part  of  his  fort.  He  reports  one  of  his  gun-carriages 
disabled,  and  one  gun  temporarily  out  of  use  by  careless  loading.  He 
had  under  his  bomb-proof  fully  thirty  days'  water  and  two  months' 
provisions.  He  had  hand-grenades,  revolvers,  muskets,  and  howitzers 
to  defend  his  fort  against  launches,  and  eight  heavy  guns  to  use  against 
the  ships.  The  Ibrt  had  just  been  connected  by  telegraph  with  Fort 
Gaines  and  with  Mobile. 

On  the  morning  of  tlie  5th  there  were  seventy  negroes  with  trenching 
tools  in  the  fort.  The  guns  on  the  east  face  of  the  work  were  mounted 
and  in  fighting  order,  but  were  not  yet  covered  by  the  parapet,  and  the 
men  serving  them  would  have  been  exposed  as  are  sailors  on  an  ordi- 
nary man-of-war.  It  is  altogether  probable  that  a  faithful  service  of 
their  battery  for  half  an  hour  would  have  driven  off  or  sunk  the  only 
boat  attacking  its  eastern  face,  and  that  it  might  have  been  held  long 
enough  to  compel  the  fleet  to  put  to  sea,  or  at  least  to  enable  Mobile  to 
prepare  fully  for  land  attack. 

Fort  Gaines  was  garrisoned  by  six  companies  Twenty-first  Alabama 
Regiment,  two  companies  First  Alabama  Battalion,  40  Pelham  Cadets, 
120  reserves,  and  about  40  marines;  in  all,  about  600  good  troops.  The 
fort  was  well  supplied  for  six  months.  The  three  10-inch  guns(a)  were 
dismounted  dui'ing  the  bombardment.  Twenty  guns  remained  in  good 
order.  The  fort  was  uninjured,  and  could  have  long  withstood  attack. 
The  inclosed  copy  of  General  Page's  dispatch*  reveals  all  I  know  of  the 
surrender. 

The  important  consequence  of  these  misfortunes  is  that  Mobile  is 
henceforth  liable  to  attack  without  warning,  and  must  always  be  ready 
for  siege.  I  have  heretofore,  as  you  know,  sent  from  here  troops  and 
supplies  to  other  points  which  seemed  more  important  or  more  immi- 
nently i>ressed.  Henceforth  1  must  collect  and  hold  here  everything 
necessary  for  a  beleaguered  city.  The  heavy  armament  calls  for  a  great 
deal  of  annnunition.  The  outer  line — Morgan,  Gaines,  and  Powell — was 
supplied  with  300  rounds  per  gun.  The  guns  near  the  city  have  not 
more  than  200.  The  total  number  of  men  now  under  arms  in  the  whole 
district  is  about  0,000,  about  1,000  of  whom  have  been  under  fire,  and  a 
large  portion  are  citizens  of  the  place.  The  city  has  probably  more 
women  and  children  in  it  than  at  any  time  since  the  war  began. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DABNEY  H.  MAURY, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  Va. 

a  Temporarily  dismounted  during  the  bombardment  by  the  carelessness  of  the 
cannoneers ;  afterward  remounted  according  to  information  just  received. 
*See  p.  436. 


Chap.  LI.]  OPERATIONS  IN  MOBILE  BAY,  ALA.  '     429 

[First  indorsemout.] 

August  23,  1864. 
EespectfuUy  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  President,  with 
mortilication  and  paiu  at  results  so  little  creditable  to  the  constancy  of 
the  officers  in  command  of  the  surrendered  forts  and  the  honor  of  our 
arms. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary. 


[Second  indovuement.] 


August  26,  1804. 


Read  and  returned  to  Secretary  of  War. 

The  conduct  in  both  cases  seems  to  be  descreditable  to  our  arms.  The 
offlcers  responsible  for  the  sitrrenders  will  be  held  to  a  strict  account 
for  their  acts  as  soon  as  practicable. 

JEFF'N  DAVIS. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Ala.,  Miss.,  and  East  La., 

Mobile,  Ala.,  September  1,  1864. 

General  :  When  1  Avas  assigned  to  command  of  this  department, 
July  26,  it  had  been  stripped  of  most  of  its  troops  to  strengthen  the 
Army  of  Tennessee.  In  Mobile  there  was  not  a  soldier  except  the 
artillery  garrisons  of  the  forts  and  bay  batteries.  Forrest,  with  6,000 
eftective  cavalry,  guarded  North  Mississippi  against  a  heavy  column 
advancing  from  Memphis;  General  Wirt  Adams,  with  500  or  600  cav- 
alry, watched  Vicksburg;  Colonel  Scott,  with  1,200  cavalry,  held  East 
Louisiana;  a  few  disorganized  fragments  of  brigades,  numbering  1,000 
men  perhaps,  with  some  companies  of  State  reserves,  constituted  my 
force  in  North  and  Central  Alabama.  The  enemy  i)repared  to  move  on 
Mobile  and  North  Mississippi  simultaneously. 

On  the  5th  of  August  a  very  formidable  fleet  of  ironclads  and  wooden 
ships,  led  by  Admiral  Farragut,  alter  a  fierce  bombardment  of  Fort  Mor- 
gan, rail  ]iast  that  fortress  and  entered  Mobile  Bay.  One  iron-clad  (the 
Tecumseh)  was  sunk  by  a  torpedo,aand  a  small  gun-boat  (the  Philippi) 
was  destroyed  by  our  fire.  On  the  same  day  a  monitor  ran  up  within 
700  yards  of  Fort  Powell  and  bombarded  it  for  several  hours.  The  gar- 
rison suffered  no  loss;  the  fort  sustained  no  serious  damage.  That 
night  the  commander  evacuated  and  blew  up  the  fort,  thus  leaving 
Grant's  Pass  open  to  the  enemy.  He  is  now  undergoing  trial  before  a 
court-martial. 

On  the  evening  of  August  '^  the  enemy  had  landed  a  force  on  Dau- 
phin Island  in  order  to  besiege  and  reduce  Fort  Gaines.  General  Page 
called  for  re-enfbrcements  to  enable  him  to  attack  this  force,  which  at 
that  time  he  su]ii)osed  to  be  small.  Every  available  man  was  sent  from 
Mobile  to  Fort  Gaines.  The  entrance  of  the  fleet  into  the  bay  prevented 
their  return  to  tlie  city.  They  were  too  few  to  make  the  proposed  attack, 
but  were  too  many  for  the  proper  siege  garrison  of  Fort  Gaines,  and  for 
the  unexplained,  precipitate  surrender  made  by  Colonel  Anderson  of  a 
work  which,  faithfully  defended,  could  have  held  the  enemy  before  it  at 
least  as  long  as  Fort  Morgan.  After  firing  a  few  shots  Colonel  Ander- 
son, without  authority,  entered  into  negotiations  with  the  enemy,  and 
on  the  7th  instant  the  Confederate  flag  was  lowered  and  the  ensign  of 

a  General  Page  reports  that  it  was  simk  Ijy  the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan. 
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the  enemy  raised  and  saluted.  General  Page  reports  that  he  visited 
Fort  Gaines  and  used  every  proper  means  to  prevent  its  surrender.  He 
could  not  with  propriety  assume  command  at  Fort  Gaines  and  remain 
absent  from  his  more  important  command  at  Fort  Morgan.  He  ordered 
Colonel  Anderson  to  be  relieved  from  command,  and  forbade  any  sur- 
render unless  the  Federals  should  return  with  Colonel  Anderson  to  the 
fort.  Nothing  more  is  known  of  this  unfortunate  affair.  It  enabled  the 
enemy  at  once  to  concentrate  all  his  efforts  upon  Fort  Morgan,  which 
was  invested  and  besieged.  In  the  course  of  a  few  days  all  communi- 
cation was  cut  off  with  that  fortress,  and  we  could  only  infer  anything 
of  its  fate  from  the  distant  sound  of  the  cannon  and  the  uncertain  re- 
ports of  our  scouts  along  the  bay  shore. 

After  sustaining  a  very  heavy  attack  by  the  army  and  the  fleet  Gen- 
eral Page  surrendered  his  fort  and  garrison  on  the  23d  instant.  From  the 
statements  of  the  enemy  we  learn  that  their  batteries  had  crowned  the 
glacis.  The  citadel  had  been  rei)eatedly  set  on  fire,  and  the  flag  of  the 
fort  was  not  lowered  until  the  work  was  no  longer  tenable.  General 
Page  is  also  reported  to  have  destroyed  everything  in  the  fort  which 
could  be  of  service  to  the  enemy  before  surrendering.  From  all  that 
is  known  of  the  conduct  of  this  officer  and  the  garrison  under  his  or- 
ders, it  is  believed  that  they  nobly  strove  to  redeem  the  disgrace  upon 
our  arms  inflicted  by  the  hasty  and  unsoldierlike  surrender  of  Forts 
Powell  and  Gaines. 

While  these  events  were  transpiring  in  the  southern  part  of  the  de- 
partment a  column  reported  at  18,000  infantry,  7,000  cavalry,  and  thirty- 
eight  guns,  with  Generals  Washburn,  A.  J.  Smith,  and  Grierson  in 
command,  moved  out  from  Memphis,  occupied  Holly  Springs,  and  ad- 
vanced slowly  down  the  Mississippi  Central  road  as  far  as  Oxford. 
They  announce  their  objects  to  be  to  lay  waste  the  country  and  to  march 
to  the  siege  of  Mobile.  General  Forrest,  with  about  0,000  men,  was  the 
only  obstacle  to  their  rapid  and  successful  i)rogress.  I  confidently  in- 
trusted to  him  the  defeat  of  this  army.  After  several  times  engaging 
the  advanced  forces  of  the  enemy,  with  his  accustomed  success,  this 
daring  man  marched  with  a  detachment  on  Memphis,  Avliere  on  the  2Ist 
instant  he  inflicted  an  important  loss  and  created  such  a  panic  as  to 
cause  the  whole  army  to  retreat  rapidly  and  evacuate  North  Mississippi. 
The  Governor  of  Mississippi  has  now  placed  in  the  field  a  force  of  militia 
so  large  as  will  liberate  General  Forrest  and  his  corps  for  action  in  an- 
other field.  Every  arrangement  had  been  made  to  facilitate  the  passage 
of  the  troops  from  beyond  the  Mississippi  River.  The  night  of  the  20th 
was  fixed  for  the  crossing.  No  doubt  seems  to  have  been  entertaiued 
of  its  success,  but  the  troops  themselves  are  understood  to  be  so  averse 
to  the  movement  that  for  the  present,  at  least,  it  has  been  suspended. 
General  Itoddey,  with  1,400  men,  marched  on  the  —  instant  to  break 
up  the  communications  of  General  Sherman's  army.  Several  smaller 
bodies  of  cavalry  have  been  sent  out  from  North  Alabama  by  General 
Daniel  W.  Adams  with  the  same  object. 

On  the  20th  instant  the  railroad  between  Montgomery  and  Opelika 
was  again  in  running  order.  The  early  completion  of  this  important 
work  is  due  to  the  energy  and  skill  of  Maj.  George  Whitfield,  of  the 
quartermaster's  department. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  General  J.  M.  Withers  for  his  cordial  assist- 
ance in  organizing  the  State  reserves  of  Alabama  for  the  defense  of  the 
District  of  the  Gulf,  and  for  his  earnest  efforts  to  do  all  in  his  power  to 
aid  me  in  the  responsible  position  in  which  I  had  been  placed.  These 
reserves  constituted  the  chief  force  for  defense  of  Mobile. 
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As  yet  uo  important  assistance  has  been  rendered  by  the  Governor  of 
Alabama.  The  calls  he  has  made  on  the  iieople  of  the  State  have  been 
responded  to  but  feebly. 

My  attention  Avas  called  soon  after  entering  upon  this  command  to 
the  evils  and  abuses  which  have  sprung  up  under  the  operations  of  the 
contracts  for  purchasing  Government  supplies  with  cotton.  I,  therefore, 
by  virtue  of  the  authority  which  has  been  vested  in  the  commander  of 
the  department,  have  suspended  the  further  operation  of  those  con- 
tracts. They  have  contributed  very  little  to  the  njilitary  resources  of 
our  country,  while  they  have  caused  fraud  and  corruption,  for  which 
nothing  can  adequately  compensate.  1  have  also  caused  all  restric- 
tions which  have  been  placed  by  Government  officers  on  transportation 
of  supplies  along  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Raihoad  to  be  removed.  The 
object  of  those  restrictions  was  to  prevent  speculation  and  extortion. 
Their  operation  was  oppressive  to  the  people,  and  not  effectual  against 
the  extortioners. 

I  have  just  learned  unofficially  that  Lieutenant-General  Taylor  has 
arrived  in  jjerson  at  Woodville,  Miss.  No  troops  are  reported  to  have 
come  with  him. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DABNEY  H.  MAUKY, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  G.  S.  Army. 

Mobile,  Ala.,  October  6, 1864. 
Dear  Sir  :  His  Excellency  the  President  recently  referred  to  me  a 
report  written  by  Lieutenant  Barrett,  of  the  Torpedo  Bureau,  relative 
to  the  passage  of  the  enemy's  fleet  between  Ports  Morgan  and  Gaines 
on  the  5th  of  August.  From  other  sources  I  had  learned  that  Lieutenant 
Barrett  had  been  misinformed,  and  was  mistaken  as  to  some  of  the  facts 
of  his  report.  The  return  of  Captain  Whiting  to  Mobile  enables  me  to 
submit  to  you  a  i-eport  which  is  entitled  to  full  credit.  The  writer  is  one 
of  the  most  intelligent  officers  of  the  late  garrison  of  Fort  Morgan.  Do 
me  the  kindness  to  call  His  Excellency's  attention  particularly  to  Cap- 
tain Whiting's  statement. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

DABNEY  H.  MAURY, 

Ilajor- General,  Commanding. 
Col.  Burton  N.  Harrison, 

Private  Secretary  to  His  Excellency  President  Jefferson  Davis. 

[First  iudoraeniont.] 

October  19,  1864. 
Referred  to  General  G.  J.  Rains  for  his  perusal  and  remarks.    One 

inclosure. 

JEFF'N  DAVIS. 

[Second  indorsement.) 

Torpedo  Bureau, 
Richmond,  Va.,  October  21, 1864. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States: 
Honored  Sir:  The  enemy's  report,  published  in  the  New  Orleans 
Picayune  newspaper  of  9th  of  August,  states  the  fact  that  the  Tecumseh 
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was  sunk  by  a  torpedo,  aud  that  "  so  rapidly  that  two  acting  masters  who 
escaped  from  the  top  of  the  turret  stepped  off  directly  into  the  water." 
The  time  of  submersion  determines  whether  shot  or  torpedo  sunk  the 
vessel.  We  have  no  evidence  that  her  magazine  was  penetrated.  How 
otherwise  <!0uld  a  shot  have  occasioned  her  sinking  in  half  a  minute'? 
Captain  Whiting's  statement  will  be  referred  to  Lieutenant  Barrett  for 
further  particulars. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  RAINS, 
Brigadier- General,  Superintendent. 

[Third  imlorsemciit.] 

October  24,  1864. 

Secretary  of  Navy,  for  perusal  and  remarks  (see  remarks  over). 

J  ■  ij, 

[Fourth  iiidurueuieut.] 

Navy  Department, 

October  26,  186-1. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  President. 

From  my  own  knowledge  of  the  manner  and  time  in  which  vessels 
are  sunk  by  shot,  as  well  as  from  the  circumstances  under  which  ihid 
Tecumseh  went  down,  I  have  no  doubt  she  was  sunk  by  a  torpedo. 
Lieutcuant-Commauder  Harrison  in  his  official  report  of  the  action  of 
the  5th  of  August  says : 

One  of  the,  rams  was  blown  up  .jnst  opposite  Fort.  Morgan  by  a  torpedo,  as  I  think, 
althougli  it  may  bavc  been  done  l)y  the  fort. 

Tliough  this  vessel  was  deep  and  could  not  probably  have  borne 
thirty  inches  of  additional  immersion  witliout  going  down,  the  sudden- 
ness of  her  disappearance  cannot  be  accounted  for  upon  the  supposition 
that  she  was  struck  by  shot  or  shell,  and  it  is  not  denied  that  she  was 
over  the  place  where  torpedoes  had  been  placed. 

S.  R.  MALLORY, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Fifth  iudorsemeut.] 

October  27,  1864. 
Secretary  of  War,  for  his  information  and  future  reference. 

J.  D. 

[Incloaure.] 

Mobile,  Ala.,  October  4,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Maury  : 

Dear  General:  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  state  that  I  was 
on  duty  at  Fort  Morgan  when  the  enemy's  fleet  entered  the  bay  on  the 
morning  of  August  5  ultimo,  and  saw  the  monitor  Tecumseh  when 
she  went  down.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  she  sunk  before  reaching  the 
line  of  torpedoes.  This  opinion  is  entertained  by  such  other  of  the 
officers  of  the  fort  as  witnessed  the  sinking,  and  by  the  pilots  (on  look- 
out duty)  and  privates  who  had  been  detailed  to  assist  in  planting  the 
torpedoes.  I  saw  distinctly  the  bottom  of  the  Tecumseh,  and  could 
discover  no  damage  to  show  it  was  struck  by  a  torpedo.    She  was  sunk 
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about  500  or  600  yards  from  the  fort.  The  Winnebago,  following  in  her 
wake,  as  soon  as  she  discovered  the  fate  of  the  Tecuniseli,  altered  her 
course  more  to  the  Avestward,  and  consequently  did  not  come  so  near 
our  batteries — I  should  judge  not  nearer  than  800  or  DOO  yards — and  so 
with  the  entire  fleet  of  monitors,  jiassing  directly  over  the  line  of  tor- 
l)ed()es.  The  wooden  shii)s,  lashed  two  and  two,  passed  from  1,200  to 
1,000  and  1,800  yards  from  the  foit  and  over  the  line  of  tori>cdoes. 
There  was  a  short  space  of  the  channel  nearest  the  fort  shore,  and  under 
the  ct)ncentrated  Are  of  all  the  batteries,  marked  by  a  buoy  and  left 
open  for  the  use  of  our  fleet.  No  ship  of  the  enemy,  Avooden  or  iron, 
passed  through  this  gaj),  however,  nor,  according  to  my  judgment, 
Avithin  300  yards  of  it;  nor  do  I  believe  that  a  Avoodeu  vessel  could 
possibly  have  liA'ed  in  it,  as  she  would  have  been  subjected  to  the  con- 
centrated fire  of  about  twenty  guns,  mostly  of  the  heaviest  caliber,  at  a 
distance  of  not  more  than  200  yards. 

In  presenting  you,  general,  with  the  above  statement,  I  have  en- 
deavored to  adhere  to  actual  facts.    I  have  been  stationed  at  the  fort 
for  over  three  years,  and  claim  to  be  perfectly  familiar  with  the  dis- 
tances of  all  objects  Avithin  sight,  such  as  stakes,  buoys,  &c. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  WHITING, 
Captain,  First  Alabama  Battalion  Artillery. 

ADZ>J1NJ}A. 

Office  Torpedo  Bureau, 

liichmond,  August  15,  1864. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Hccretury  of  War,  C.  8.  ; 
Sill:  1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  Avithin  telegram,  with  the  remark 
that  pi-evious  to  leaving  Mobile  I  had  sixty-scA'en  torpedoes  planted 
whore  this  one  a(^ted,  and  had  nine  submarine  mortar  batteries  under 
Avay  (three  completed)  to  close  the  main  channel,  such  as  the  enemy 
report  kei)t  them  out  of  Charleston,  they  being  unable  to  remoA'c  them. 
But  my  instructions  and  Avishes  were  frustrated  after  I  left,  the  place 
left  oi)cn  and  the  enemy  made  use  of  it. 

Very  resiiectfuUy,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  KAINS,- 
Brigadier -General,  Superintendent. 

[First  iudursGinent.J 

Organization  Office, 

August  18,  1804. 

llespectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  War. 
By  order : 

JOHN  BLAIR  HOGE, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Second  jndoraeincut.j 

August  19, 1804. 
Noted.    It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the  many  torpedoes  used  Inive 
not  proved  AvhoUy  unavailing.    It  strikes  me  Avith  surprise,  however, 
that  thev  are  not  more  fre(|uently  efl'ective. 

J.  A.  S. 
28  R  R — VOL  XXXIX,  PT  I 
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[luclosure.] 

MOBILK,  AuguHt  13,  1864. 
Geuexal  (t.  J.  Rains: 
Monitor  Tecumseb  was  sunk  by  torpedo  in  thirty  seconds. 

F.  S.  BABKETT. 


Torpedo  Bureau, 

Richmond,  Ya.,  October  31,  1864. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States  : 
Honored  Sir:  By  (uie  of  those  strange  coincidences,  doubtless 
under  the  inscrutable  eye  of  Providence,  wliilst  inditing  my  remarks 
for  the  inclosed,  my  attention  was  attracted  to  a  letter  unopened  lying 
on  my  table  from  a  female,  a  lady  friend  in  Mobile,  Ala. ;  and  as  it 
seems  to  give  the  best  answer  thereto,  it  is  forwarded  for  your  perusal, 
believing  it  will  give  much  satisfaction  to  the  writer  in  learning  such 
disposal.  In  the  enemy's  report  published  in  the  New  Orleans  Picayune 
newspaper,  of  9th  of  August  last,  the  fact  is  stated  by  themselves  that  the 
Tecumseh  was  sunk  by  a  torpedo  "  so  rapidly  that  two  acting  masters 
who  escaped  from  the  top  of  the  turret  stepped  off  directly  into  the 
water ; "  and  is  it  probable  that  they  would  so  publish  a  statement  with- 
out fects  to  sustain  it,  calculated  to  demoralize  their  navy  in  all  our 
ports ^  A  person  of  the  first  respectability  writes  me  from  Mobile: 
"The  only  serious  damage  done  the  enemy's  fleet  passing  our  forts  was 
done  by  a  torpedo,  which  sunk  one  of  their  monitors.  A  man  avIio  was 
an  eye-witness  to  the  scene  told  the  doctor  that  the  monitor  sunk  as  if 
her  bottom  had  been  knocked  entirely  out.  It  is  very,  very  strange 
that  torpedoes  are  not  relied  on  more  by  the  Government,  because  iu 
this  war  they  have  done  the  enemy  more  harm  than  our  forts  and  Navy 
together."  From  my  own  observation  no  smoke  nor  fire  becomes  visi- 
ble from  1,500  pounds  of  gunpowder  exploded  at  about  thirty  feet  deep 
under  water,  though  its  effects  are  otherwise  decided  and  immediate. 
It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  Captain  Whiting  saw  no  more  than  he 
did.  The  time  of  submersion  determines  whether  shot  or  torpedoes 
sunk  the  vessel.  We  have  no  evidence  that  her  magazine  was  pene- 
trated, and  how  otherwise  could  a  shot  have  occasioned  her  sinking  in 
half  a  minute? 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  RAINS, 
Brigadier-  General,  Superintendent. 

!  [Inclosure.] 

Mobile,  October  10,  1804. 
Dear  General  :  Your  most  welcome  letter  in  answer  to  mine  has 
remained  unanswered  this  long  on  account  of  my  having  heard  of  the 
advent  here  of  your  aide-de-camp,  Andrews.  I  wanted  to  see  him  be- 
fore I  wrote,  but  the  fates  have  ordained  it  otherwise.  He  called  one 
night,  but  like  an  owl  I  had  gone  to  rest  if  not  to  sleep  when  he  came, 
but  the  doctor  has  seen  and  had  a  long  talk  with  him  and  I  will  wait 
no  longer  before  writing  to  my  old  friend.  I  ought  rather  to  say  dear 
friend,  but  yon  know  custom  makes  it  proper  to  call  our  best  friend.s 
our  old  fripntls,    Captain  Andrews  told  the  doctor  that  General  Maury 
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seemed  very  anxioiis  that  everything  in  your  line  of  submarine  defenses 
should  be  done.  He  has  doubtless  written  you  every  particular  as  to 
what  has  been  done  here  since  he  came. 

I  was  very  much  surprised  a  few  days  since  by  a  card  which  appeared 
in  the  Register  by  one  who  was  at  Fort  Morgan  (when  the  Yankee  fleet 
passed),  saying  that  it  Avas  one  of  the  guns  of  the  fort  which  sunk  the 
Tecumseh,  a  thing  which  had  never  been  thought  of  before.  The  enemy 
said  it  Avas  a  torpedo,  and  others  from  the  fort  said  the  same.  It  really 
seems  that  the  prejudice  Avhich  the  army  and  navy  have  against  torpe- 
does cannot  be  eradicated.  They  hate  to  think  anything  so  little  cred- 
ited, yet  shall  invariably  do  the  fleet  of  the  foe  more  damage  than  their 
fine  fighting,  but  the  people  now  have  faith  in  torpedoes  and  little  else. 
We  hope  Andrews,  as  your  agent,  may  do  much.  Yoii  must  keep  Grant 
from  taking  Eichmond.  War  news  is  rather  exciting  here  just  now 
from  Georgia.* 

Very  truly,  yours, 

EMILY  LEE  MoCLESKEY. 


No.  14. 


Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Eichard  L.  Page,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fort 
Morga7i  and  the  outer  defenses  of  Mobile  Bay. 

Fort  Morgan,  August  (1,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  6  o'clock  yesterday  morning  the 
enemy's  fleet,  consisting  of  twenty-three  men-of-war,  of  which  four  were 
monitors,  moved  up  in  line  to  pass  this  fort,  the  monitors  leading,  the 
wooden  vessels,  lashed  together  in  twos,  following,  the  sloops  of  war  and 
larger  craft  on  the  inshore  side  protecting  their  consorts,  which  could 
convoy  them  in  should  they  be  seriously  damaged.  The  first  monitor, 
Tecumseh,  single-turreted,  was  sunk  under  our  guns  immediately  abreast 
the  fort.  She  went  down  rapidly ;  only  a  few,  who  were  picked  up  by  a 
boat  from  the  enemy,  and  four  who  SAvam  ashore  and  are  now  in  our 
hands,  were  saved  from  her  crew.  The  wooden  gun-boat  Philippi  was 
sunk  by  the  second  shot,  and  after  being  run  ashore  was  deserted  by 
her  crew,  and  afterward  burnt  by  a  boat  from  the  C.  S.  gun-boat  Mor- 
gan. One  man  was  found  in  her  whose  legs  had  been  so  shattered  that 
he  died  while  the  officer  was  on  board.    He  was  thrown  overboard. 

The  spirit  displayed  by  the  garrison  was  fine,  the  guns  admirably 
served,  and  all  did  their  duty  nobly ;  and  though  subjected  to  a  fire  Avhich 
for  a  time  Avas  probably  as  severe  as  any  known  in  the  annals  of  war, 
our  casualties  were  slight.    I  inclose  the  list.t 

Four  of  the  fleet,  Avhcn  discovering  Avhat  a  fire  they  would  have  to 
encounter  in  passing,  turned  back  and  assisted  other  vessels  in  an  enfi- 
lading fire  from  the  Gulf  side  during  the  action.  As  to  the  damage  in- 
flicted on  those  which  succeeded  in  passing  I  cannot  siieak  definitely. 
Shot  after  shot  was  distinctly  seen  to  enter  the  wooden  ships,  but,  as 
was  evident,  their  machinery  being  protected  by  chains,  no  vital  blow 
could  be  given  them  there.  Their  loss  in  men,  I  am  assured,  was  very 
great. 


*  Some  strictly  personal  matter  here  omitted, 
t  Not  found, 
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Four  hundred  and  ninety-one  jirojectiles  were  delivered  from  this  fort 
during  the  passage  of  the  fleet. 

Our  naval  forces,  under  Admiral  Buchanan,  fought  most  gallantly 
against  odds  before  uiikuown  to  history. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  L.  PAGP], 
Brigadier- General,  Commandinfj. 
General  U.  H.  Maury, 

Mobile,  Ala. 


Fort  Morgan,  August  8,  1864. 

Yesterday  morning  at  daylight  Colonel  Anderson  communicated  with 
enemy  by  flag  of  truce  Avithout  my  sanction.  I  immediately  asked  him 
by  signal  purpose  of  it.  lie  made  no  acknowledgment,  though  I  fired 
signal  guns  to  gain  his  attention,  and  telegraphed  repeatedly  in  case  he 
was  on  lookout,  but  unable  to  make  signal,  "  Hold  on  to  your  fort."  I 
went  there  last  night  and  was  greatly  surprised  to  find  Colonel  Ander- 
son absent  in  the  fleet  making  terms  for  surrender.  I  gave  i)eremptory 
orders  on  his  return  if  the  enemy  did  not  return  with  him  all  terms  were 
annulled  and  he  was  relieved  from  command.  This  morning  fired  signal 
guns  and  telegraphed  same  effect.  No  reply.  At  9.30  o'clock  enemy's 
flag  hoisted  on  Fort  Gaines.  Colonel  Anderson's  conduct  inexplicable 
and  disgraceful.  On  4th  I  visited  Gaines,  encouraged  the  garrison,  and 
found  good  feeling.    All  my  orders  have  been  for  protracted  resistance. 

K.  L.  PAGE, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  Dabney  H.  Maury. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Brigade,  District  of  the  Gulf, 

Fort  Morgan,  August  8,  1864. 
General  :  After  the  entrance  of  the  enemy's  fleet  into  the  bay,  when 
this  outer  line  was  taken  in  tlie  rear.  Colonel  Anderson  commanding 
the  western  part  of  the  line,  Gaines,  Powell,  and  Cedar  Point,  signaled 
me  as  to  holding  the  last  position,  and  was  ordered  to  do  so  as  long  as 
it  was  tenable.  In  the  afternoon  Colonel  "Williams,  commanding  Fort 
Powell,  after  a  bombardment  from  monitors  in  the  rear  of  that  work, 
telegraphed  to  this  efiect :  "My  rear  not  defensible.  I  must  evacuate 
to-night  or  surrender  in  forty-eight  hours ; "  and  was  replied  to :  "  When 
no  longer  tenable,  save  your  garrison.  Hold  on  as  long  as  you  can." 
During  the  night  a  fire  and  explosion  occurred  there,  and  my  conjecture 
was  that  he  had  evacuated,  which  was  confirmed  by  the  occupation  of  it 
by  the  enemy  on  the  next  morning.  On  the  4th  instant  I  visited  Gaines, 
encouraged  the  garrison,  and  had  the  assurance  from  Colonel  Ander- 
son of  a  protracted  and  determined  resistance.  On  the  morning  of  the 
5th  Colonel  A[nderson]'s  dispat(;h  was  to  this  effect:  "The  enemy  are 
planting  batteries  in  the  sand-hills  within  easy  range.  If  the  fleet  opens 
upon  me  from  the  other  direction  I  cannot  cover  more  than  half  of  my 
men,  but  will  do  the  best  I  can.  My  situation  is  critical."  To  which 
my  reply  said,  "  Do  your  best  and  keep  the  men  in  good  cheer.  *  *  *  " 
Later  he  telegraphed.  "****.  We  Avill  emulate  our  glorious  old  ad- 
miral and  do  our  very  best;"  and  on  the  next  day  (the  Gth)  that  "the 
enemy  are  planting  mortar  batteries  in  the  sand-hills,"  and  that "  all  his 
heavy  guns  save  one  were  disabled"  (these  were,  however,  afterward  got 
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in  working  order),  "and  they  (the  enemy)  are  pushing  up  their  batteries 
and  intrenchments  vigorously."  Colonel  Anderson  that  afternoon,  hav- 
ing received  something  of  an  attack  from  two  monitors,  though  without 
serious  injury  to  his  works  or  loss  of  men,  thought  his  position  precari- 
ous, and  inquired  of  me  could  I  do  anything  in  his  behalf,  and  requested 
that  an  officer  be  sent  to  consult  with  him  some  time  in  the  night.  This 
was  complied  with,  and  the  officers  sent  were  ordered  to  urge  Colonel 
Anderson  to  make  a  determined  resistance  and  keei)  his  hold  on  his  fort 
to  the  last  extremity.  They  were  of  the  imx>ressiou  that  such  was  his 
design  on  their  return. 

Early  on  the  juorning  of  the  7tli  I  Avas  astonished  to  receive  report 
from  my  lookout  that  a  Hag  of  truce  had  proceeded  from  Fort  Gaines 
to  the  cuemy's  fleet.  1  (-(mid  hardly  believe  that  Colonel  Anderson 
would  do  so  without  my  sanction.  I  immediately  signaled  him,  "What 
is  flag  of  truce  boat  for*  Answer  at  once;"  and  when  I  received  no 
reply  or  acknowledgment,  after  firing  a  gun  to  get  his  attention,  this, 
"  Hold  on  to  your  fort."  After  a  short  time,  receiving  no  response, 
another  signal  gun  Avas  fired  and  the  dispatch  repeated.  At  sun- 
down a  flag  of  truce  was  reported  from  the  enemy's  fleet  to  Gaines,, 
and  there  remained  some  time.  Immediately  after  I  took  a  small 
boat  and  crossed  over,  and  can  convey  no  conception  of  my  utter 
astonishment  at  finding  that  the  flag  of  truce  of  the  morning  Avas  to 
ask  for  terms  of  surrender  from  the  enemy;  that  Colonel  Anderson  had 
ordered  his  signal  corps  [not]  to  reply  to  nor  acknowledge  any  of  my 
dispatches  (such  being,  as  he  strangely  conceiA'ed,  a  breach  of  honor  of 
the  flag  of  the  morning,  as  I  learned  from  his  adjutant);  that  he  Avas 
absent  in  the  enemy's  fleet  making  terms  of  surrender,  and  Avliat  is 
still  more  unaccountable,  that  he  had  so  far  proceeded,  though  my  dis- 
patches of  the  morning  asking  the  purpose  of  liis  flag  and  ordering  him 
to  hold  on  to  his  fort  had  been  received  and  rei)orted  t,o  him  by  his 
signal  corps,  Avhen  I  had  given  orders  to  Major  Johnston,  the  next  in 
command,  that  on  the  return  of  Colonel  Anderson,  if  the  disgraceful 
proceeding  had  not  been  completed  and  the  capitulation  made  in  bind- 
ing form,  all  terms  Avere  annulled,  all  conmnmication  with  the  enemy 
Avere  to  cease,  and  he  would  relieve  Colonel  Anderson  of  command  and 
order  him  to  Fort  Morgan.  After  I  had  given  these  instructions,  on  the 
api>roach  of  the  return  of  the  enemy's  flag,  fearing  from  what  I  had 
learned  that  Colonel  Anderson  Avould  probably  bring  Avith  him  some  of 
the  enemy  to  receive  the  surrender,  I  returned  to  Fort  Morgan,  hoping 
that  he  sliould  soon  folloAV  me  and  Major  Johnston  be  left  in  command. 
This  morning  our  flag  flying  at  Gaines,  and  Colonel  Anderson  not 
having  reported  during  the  night,  I  dispatched  him,  after  a  signal  gun, 
"  Stop  communicating  Avith  the  enemy;  all  terms  or  stipulations  made 
by  you  are  annulled;"  and  Avhen  he  made  no  reply,  after  another  signal 
gun,  to  Major  Johnston,  "Colonel  Anderson  is  relieved  from  command. 
You  assume  it,  and  stop  communicating  Avith  the  enemy.  All  terms 
annulled."  Both  these  dispatches  the  officer  who  had  the  transmission 
of  them  feels  confident  Avere  received.  The  signal  men  Avere  at  their 
usual  station  on  the  lookout.  At  9.30  o'clock  the  enemy's  flag  Avas 
hoisted  over  Gaines,  the  evidence  and  the  emblem  of  the  consummation 
of  the  deed  of  dishonor  and  disgrace  to  its  commander  and  garrison. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  L.  PAGE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Mauey, 

Commanding,  &c..  Mobile. 
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Lludoraement.] 

November  5, 1864. 
Eead.    The  commanding  offlcer  of  Fort  Gaines  should,  when  returned, 
be  brought  to  trial. 

JEFF'N  DAVIS. 


Fort  Morgan,  AugmtSS,  186-1 — 12  m. 
General  :  I  held  the  fort  as  long  as  it  Avas  tenable.  The  parallels  of 
the  enemy  had  reached  the  glacis,  the  walls  were  breached,  all  the  guns 
save  two  were  disabled.  The  wood-work  of  the  citadel  being  repeatedly 
fired  by  the  shells  of  the  enemy  endangered  tlie  magazines.  All  my 
powder  was  destroyed,  every  gun  effectually  spiked  and  otherwise 
damaged,  and,  indeed,  the  whole  fort  (everything  that  could  prove  of 
value  to  the  enemy)  is  now  a  mass  of  debris.  I  turn  this  over  to  their 
forces  at  2  o'clock  to-day.  The  garrison  behaved  gallantly  and  gained 
honor  for  themselves  and  country. 
Kespectfully,  &c., 

K.  L.  PAGE, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  II.  Matjry,  or 
Commanding  Officer  District, 

MoMle. 


New  Orleans,  August  30,  1864. 
General  :  Report  of  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Powell  and  the  surrender 
of  Fort  Gaines  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  from  Fort  Morgan  on 
the  «th  instant.  It  embraced  the  military  operations  to  that  date.  After 
the  reduction  of  Gaines  I  felt  confident  that  the  whole  naval  and  land 
force  of  the  enemy  would  be  brought  against  Morgan,  and  was  assidu- 
ous in  preparing  my  fort  for  as  good  a  defense  as  possible.  For  the 
state  of  the  works  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Chief  Engineer  Sheliha's 
letter*  to  headquarters  department  of  July  9,  from  which  time  no  mate- 
rial change  or  addition  was  made,  and  further  to  state  that  it  had  been 
demonstrated  by  the  fire  from  the  enemy  that  the  enceinte  of  the  fort 
(in  which  was  its  main  strength)  protected  the  scarp  of  the  main  wall 
only  about  one-half  its  height  from  curveted  shots;  that  it  was  now  in 
the  power  of  the  enemy  to  open  fire  from  every  i>oint  of  the  comjjass, 
and  consequently  none  of  the  casemates  withoutheavy  traverses  in  their 
front  would  be  safe;  that  it  was  manifest  by  this  concentration  of  fire 
my  heavy  guns  could  soon  be  dismounted,  and  my  making  a  protracted 
resistance  depended  on  my  ability  to  protect  my  men  from  the  heavy 
fire  and  hold  the  fort  from  the  flank  casemates  against  an  assault. 
With  these  views  I  employed  my  men  day  and  night,  most  of  the  time 
under  fire,  in  erecting  traverses  to  protect  my  guns  on  the  main  wall  as 
long  as  possible,  to  render  the  casemate  selected  for  the  sick  and  wounded 
secure,  and  to  provide  safe  quarters  for  themselves  in  their  rest  from 
the  arduous  duties  they  would  have  to  endure.  It  was  necessary  also 
to  put  a  large  traverse  at  the  sally-port,  which  was  entirely  exposed. 
Thus,  absolutely  to  prevent  the  probability  of  Fort  Morgan's  being  re- 
duced at  the  first  test  and  onset  by  the  heavy  batteries  of  the  enemy,  it 

*  See  Slieliba  to  Gamer,  July  9,  1864,  Part  II. 
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Avas  necessary  for  my  limited  gjarrisou  (of  some  400  effective)  to  labor 
to  perform  a  work  equal  almost  in  extent  to  building  a  new  fort. 

On  early  morning  of  the  0th  the  enemy  pro<;eeded  with  monitors  and 
tr.insports  and  disembarked  troops  at  Navy  Oove,  commencing  at  once 
their  first  work  of  investment  by  land.  The  new  redoubt  (2,700  yards 
from  the  fort),  from  which  the  guns  had  been  withdrawn,  and  the  work 
fininerly  known  as  Battery  Bragg,  were  destroyed  as  far  as  possible  by 
burning  the  Avood-work;  tlxe  buildings  around  the  fort  (hospitals,  quar- 
ters, stables,  &c.)  Avere  also  this  mbrniug  tired  and  cleared  away  as 
much  as  possible.  Two  monitors,  three  sloops-of-war,  and  several  gun- 
boats engaged  the  fort  for  two  or  three  hours  (the  wooden  vessels  at 
rather  long  range)  Avith  no  material  damage  apparent  to  either  side. 
Soon  thereafter  a  flag  of  truce  Avas  reported  from  the  fleet  and  commu- 
nicated, to  this  efi'ect:     . 

Brig:.  Gen.  K.  L.  Page, 

Vommanding  Fort  Morgan: 
Sill :  To  prevent  the  unnecessary  sacrifice  of  bninan  life,  wliioii  must  follow  the 
oi>euiuK  of  onr  batteries,  we  demand  the  nncouditional  .surrender  of  Fort  Morgan  and 
its  dependencies. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servants, 

I).  G.  FAREAfiUT, 

Jlear-Jdmiral. 
GORDON  GRANGER, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Army. 

To  which  my  reply  said : 

Sirs:  I  am  prepared  to  sacrifice  life,  and  will  only  surrender  when  Ihave  no  means 
of  defense.     1  do  not  understand  that  while  being  communicated  with  under  flag 
of  truce  the  Tennessee  should  be  towed  within  range  of  my  guns. 
Ee8x>eetfu]ly,  &c., 

R.  L.  PAGE, 
lirigadier-General,  C.  S.  Army. 

From  this  time  to  the  15th,  day  and  night,  we  Avere  engaged  by  the 
fleet,  sometimes  in  a  brisk  fight  of  several  hours'  duration,  at  others  in 
a  desultory  firing  without  any  very  effective  damage  being  done  to  our 
fort,  save  a  demonstration  of  the  fact  that  our  brick  Avails  were  easily 
penetrable  to  the  heavy  missiles  of  the  enemy,  and  that  a  systematic, 
concentrated  fii'e  Avould  soon  breach  them.  On  the  luth  three  of  the 
15-incli  shells  striking  the  right-flank  face  of  bastion  No.  4  breached 
the  Avail  and  disabled  the  flank  howitzers  therein.  J)uriiig  this  time 
a  pretty  continuous  fii'e  was  kept  up  on  the  fort  from  the  Parrott  guns 
in  several  batteries  erected  by  the  enemy.  In  the  intervals  of  serving 
the  gaxns  my  men  were  engaged  in  the  Avork  before  mentioned  for  their 
protection  in  the  anticipation  of  a  vigorous  bombardment.  The  sharp- 
shooters in  our  front  had  become  very  numerous  and  active,  and  with 
these  encircling  us  on  the  land  and  the  fire  delivered  from  the  fleet  on 
the  flanks  our  guns  had  to  be  served  Avith  much  care  and  under  great 
difficulty. 

The  land  forces  of  the  enemy  completed  their  first  approach  (vide 
accompanying  sketch*)  on  the  9th  and  10th  across  the  peninsula;  the 
second  through  11th  and  12th;  the  third  (a  bayou  near  and  parallel  to 
Gulf  shore)  13th  and  14th;  their  first  parallel,  500  and  700  yards  dis- 
tant, 15th,  night,  IGth,  17th,  18th,  19th;  approaches  on  20th,  21st, 
night,  to  Avithin  200  yards  of  our  glacis.  Such  guns  as  I  could  use  on 
this  force  I  annoyed  them  with,  especially  at  night,  and  to  the  extent 
possible  retarded  their  work,  though  nothing  very  effective  could  be 
accomplished  in  this  way,  as  their  Avorking  parties  Avere  Avell  concealed 

*  To  appear  in  the  Atlas. 
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in  the  sand-liills,  and  when  onr  lire  was  concentrated  on  any  one  jioint 
they  wonld  merely  imseen  remove  to  some  other. 

To  the  morning-  of  the  22d  our  eiforts  were  with  the  heavy  guns  that 
bore  on  them  to  interfere  Avith  the  investing  approaches  of  the  enemy. 
The  toj)ography  of  onr  front,  however,  was  to  their  advantage,  and 
they  made  a  steady  advancje,  covering  it  somewhat  with  an  irregular 
tire  from  the  batteries  already  in  position,  and  lining  their  works 
already  completed  A\ith  shar]tshooters  to  pick  oif  onr  gmnners.  At 
daylight  the  tieet  was  reported  moving  up  to  encircle  us,  and  shortly 
its  batteries,  in  con  junction  with  those  on  land,  Avhich  numbered  thirty- 
six  guns  and  mortars,  opened  a  furious  fire,  Avhich  came  from  almost 
every  jioint  of  the  compass,  and  continued  unabated  thronghont  the 
day,  culminating  in  increased  force  at  sundown,  after  which  the  heavy 
calibers  and  mortars  ke])t  it  up  during  the  night.  This  fire  disabled 
all  the  heavy  guns  save  two,  which  did  not  bear  on  the  land  approach, 
partially  breached  the  walls  in  several  places,  and  cut  up  the  fort  to 
such  extent  as  to  make  the  whole  work  a  mere  mass  of  debris.  Their 
mortar  practice  was  accurate.  Apprehensive  from  the  great  effect 
already  had  on  the  Avails  that  my  magazines,  containing  now  .S0,0(»0 
l)ounds,  Avere  in  danger  in  conthmation  of  tlie  bombardment,  in  the 
night,  Avith  great  care  and  under  continuous  fire,  I  had  tlie  powder 
brought  out  and  flooded.  The  guns  in  the  Avater  and  lunette  bat- 
teries, now  unserviceable  and  in  jeopardy  from  the  enemy,  I  ordered 
spiked  and  othenvise  etfectually  damaged.  All  the  guns  on  the  main 
rampart  dismounted  by  the  fire  from  the  enemy  Avcre  to-night  like- 
wise destroyed  as  of  no  further  avail  in  defense.  Early  in  the  night 
the  Avood-Avork  of  the  citadel  Avas  fired  by  the  mortar  shells  and 
burned  furiously  for  some  hours,  the  enemy  during  the  conflagration 
pouring  in  his  missiles  Avith  increased  vigor.  With  great  efforts  the  fire 
was  arrested  and  prevented  extending  around  near  the  magazines,  Avhich 
Avould  have  been  in  imminent  danger  of  explosion.  In  the  gallant 
endeaA'or  to  prevent  this  disaster,  I  would  es]iecially  mention  PriA'ates 
Murphy,  Bumbaugh,  and  Stevens,  First  Tennessee,  for  great  courage 
and  daring  displayed.  At  daylight  on  23d  (all  my  powder  had  then  been 
destroyed)  the  citadel  was  again  set  on  fire  in  several  j)laces  by  shells 
and  burned  until  it  Avas  consumed.  The  report  now  made  to  me  Avas 
that  the  casemates,  Avhich  had  been  rendered  as  safe  as  i)ossil)lc  for  the 
men,  some  had  been  breached,  others  partially  (Gai)tains  Johnston, 
Fisher,  and  Hughes  informed  me  that  another  shot  on  them  would 
bring  down  the  AA'alls  of  their  company  quarters),  so  that  a  resumption 
of  the  severe  fire  from  the  enemy  Avould  in  all  likelihood  inflict  great 
loss  of  life,  there  being  no  bomb-proof  in  the  fort.  The  enemy's  approach 
Avas  very  near  the  glacis;  my  guns  and  powder  had  all  been  destroyed, 
my  means  of  defense  gone,  the  citadel,  nearly  the  entire  quartermaster's 
store,  and  a  portion  of  the  commissariat  burnt  by  the  enemy's  shells. 
It  AViis  noAv  evident  the  fort  could  holdout  but  a  few  hours  longer  under 
a  renewed  bombardment.  The  only  question  was,  Hold  it  for  this  time, 
gain  the  (5clat,  and  sustain  the  loss  of  life  from  the  falling  of  the  Avails, 
or  save  the  life  and  cajiitulate.  I  capitulated  to  the  enemy  at  2  p.  m., 
.and  thoixgh  they  refused  to  insert  it  in  the  terms,  there  Avas  a  fidl 
understanding,  and  I  Avas  assured,  that  my  sick  and  Avounded  should  be 
sent  at  once  to  Mobile  by  a  flag  of  truce.  This  was  not  done.  Con  sider- 
ing  the  great  ex]iosure  to  which  the  inen  Avere  subjected,  and  the  fact 
that  shells  frequently  burst  among  them  Avhen  in  the  casemates,  the 
casualties  Avere  unusually  small.    I  inclose  a  list.* 

*  Not  found. 
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The  garrisou  on  this  severe  test  behaved  well,  and  I  would  make  little 
distinction.  Capt.  J.  (Talliniard,  engineer  in  charge,  performed  his  duties 
to  my  satisfaction.  To  the  officers  of  the  First  Alabama  Battalion  of 
Artillery,  Maj.  J.  T.  Gee  commanding,  and  of  Captain  Cothran's  company 
(Twenty-first  Alabama)  I  give  my  thanks  for  their  promptness  and 
alacrity  in  every  duty,  and  to  (Jolonel  Jackson,  commanding  First  Ten- 
nessee, and  Ca])tains  Johnston  and  Fisher  and  their  brave  companies 
of  that  regiment  for  very  elticieut  service.  To  Capt.  C.  U.  Smith,  assist- 
ant adjutant-general,  and  Capt.  11.  T.  Thom,  assistant  inspector-general, 
for  ]>rom]»t  performance  of  all  their  duties,  I  am  under  obligations,  and 
to  my  aide-de-cani]),  J.  C.  Taylor,  I  owe  much  for  his  promptness  and 
energy  and  for  his  active  and  gallant  assistance  throughout  the  oper- 
ations. 

Very  reR]iectfully,  your  obedient  sei'vant, 

K.  L.  PAGE, 

Briyadier-  General. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Maury,  or 
Commanding  Ofpicier  op  Department, 

Mobile,  Ala. 


No.  15. 
Report  of  JAeut.  Col.  James  M.  Williams,  Twenty-first  Alabama  Infantry. 

Mobile,  August  7,  1864. 

Colonel:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  evacuation  and  destruction 
of  Fort  PoAvell  on  the  night  of  August  5. 

When  the  enemy's  fleet  passed  into  the  bay  the  garrison  consisted  of 
two  companies  of  Twenty-first  Alabama  Kegiment  and  part  of  Cul- 
peper's  battery,  in  all  about  140  men.  Water  for  thirty  days  was  pro- 
tected from  the  enemy's  fli-e  in  the  bomb-proof,  and  other  stores  for  two 
months.  The  front  face  of  the  work  Avas  nearly  completed  and  in  a  de- 
fensible condition,  mounting  one  8-inch  colnmbiad,  one  G.4-inch  rifle, 
and  two  7-inch  Brooke  guns.  The  face,  looking  toward  Gaines  and 
Little  Dauphin  Island,  was  half  finished.  The  parapet  was  nearly 
complete,  but  traverses  and  galleries  had  only  been  framed.  The  rear 
had  only  been  commenced;  two  gams  were  mounted — one  10-inch  co- 
lumbiad  and  one  7-inch  Brooke  rifle.  They  were  without  parapets  and 
exposed  from  the  ]i]atform  up.  This  part  of  the  fort  was  strewed  with 
a  large  quantity  of  lumber  which  was  being  using  in  the  construction 
of  galleries,  magazines,  &c. 

During  the  morning  the  fort  was  shelled  from  five  g-un-boats  in  the 
sound  at  long  range.  The  fort  was  hit  five  times,  but  no  particular 
damage  was  done.  1  replied  with  the  four  guns  bearing  on  that  side; 
with  what  eftect  is  not  known.  About  2.30  p.  m.  one  of  the  enemy's 
monitors  came  up  within  700  yards  of  the  fort,  firing  rapidly  with 
shell  and  grape.  I  replied  from  the  7-in(;h  Brooke  gun  (razeed)  on 
the  southern  angle.  It  was  protected  by  an  unfinished  traverse, 
wiiich,  however,  would  not  permit  it  to  be  depressed  sufftciently  for 
ricochet  firing.  The  gun  was  loaded  with  great  difficulty,  there  being 
no  platform  for  the  gunners  in  the  rear,  owing  to  which  and  the  delay 
occasioned  by  a  sponge  head  pulling  oflin  the  gun  I  succeeded  in  firing 
but  three  shots  from  it  while  the  iron-clad  was  in  range.  One  shot 
struck  on  the  bow  with  no  apparent  effect.  The  iron-clad's  fire  made 
it  impossible  to  man  the  two  guns  in  the  rear,  and  I  made  no  attempt 
to  do  so.    The  elevating  machine  of  the  10-iuch  columbiad  was  broken 
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by  a  fragment  of  shell.  A  shell  euteied  one  of  the  sally-ports,  which  are 
not  traversed  in  the  rear,  passed  entirely  throngh  the  bomb-proof,  and 
buried  itself  in  the  opposite  wall.  Fortunately  it  did  not  explode.  The 
shells  exploding  in  the  face  of  the  work  displaced  the  sand  so  rapidly 
that  I  was  convinced  unless  the  iron-clad  was  driven  off  it  would  ex- 
plode my  magazine  and  make  the  bomb-proof  chambers  untenable  in 
two  days  at  the  furthest.  To  drive  it  from  its  position  1  believed  im- 
possible witli  my  imperfect  work,  and  so  telegraphed  to  Colonel  Ander- 
son, counnandiiig  Fort  Gaines,  that  unless  I  <;ould  evacuate  I  would  be 
compelled  to  surrender  within  forty-eight  hours.  His  reply  was,  "  Save 
your  garrison  when  your  fort  is  no  longer  tenable."  At  the  time  his 
dispatch  was  received  it  was  be(;oming  dark.  The  fleet  had  not  moved 
up  to  intercept  my  communication  Avith  Cedar  Point.  I  could  not  ex- 
jiect  to  have  another  opportunity  for  escape,  and  I  decided  promptly 
that  it  would  be  better  to  save  my  command  and  destroy  the  fort  than 
to  allow  both  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  as  they  certainly 
would  have  done  in  two  days.  The-tide  being  low  I  marched  my  com- 
mand to  Cedar  Point  without  interruption  or  discovery.  In  one  narrow 
channel  I  i'ound  the  water  overhead,  aTid  in  crossing  it  I  damaged  my 
annnunition  and  lost  a  few  muskets  (a  special  report  of  which  will  be 
made).  Lieutenant  Savage  was  left  in  the  fort,  with  orders  to  prepare 
a  train  and  match  to  explode  the  magazine  as  soon  as  he  discovered  that 
I  had  gained  the  mainland.  Lieutenant  Jeffers,  acting  ordnance  officer, 
was  directed  to  spike  the  guns  at  the  same  time.  The  fort  was  blown 
uxj  at  10.30  ]).  ni.  p]very  man  was  brought  off  safely  to  Cedar  Point, 
thence  to  the  city. 

J.  M.  WILLIAMS, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

Col.  G.  G.  Gaenee,  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headqttaktees  Uisteict  op  the  Gtjlf, 

Mobile,  Ala.,  August  8,  1864. 
This  report  is  unsatisfactory.  Colonel  Williams  should  have  fought 
his  guns.  They  were  not  more  exposed  than  those  on  every  wooden 
ship,  and  vigoi'ously  served  would  probably  have  compelled  the  monitor 
to  haul  off.  Fort  Powell  should  not  have  been  surrendered.  Colonel 
Wilhams  is  relieved  from  command  ujitil  a  full  investigati(m  can  be  had. 

DABNEY  H.  MAUEY, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


No.  10. 

Report  ofMaj.  James  T.  Gee,  First  Battalion  Alabama  Artillery. 

Headquartees, 
Fort  Morgan,  August  6,  1864. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  list*  of  casualties 
at  this  post  in  the  action  of  yesterday,  in  compliance  witli  instructions 
received  in  your  communication  of  this  instJint. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  T.  GEE, 
Major,  Commanding. 
Capt.  C.  H.  Smith, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Brigade. 

*  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  1  killed  mid  3  wounded. 
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No.  17. 

Report  of  Admiral  FranMin  BucJianan,  G.  8.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Naval  Hospital, 
Pensacola,  August  20,  1S04. 
SiB:  Ihavetlie  lienor  to  inform  yon  that  the  enemy's  fleet,  uuder 
Admiral  Farragnt,  consisting  of  fourteen  steamers  and  fcmr  monitors, 
passed  Fort  Morgan  on  the  5th  instant,  abont  G.30  a.  m.,  in  the  follow- 
ing order,  and  stood  into  Mobile  Bay:  The  four  monitors— 'Tecumseh 
and  Manhattan,  each  carrying  two  ir)-inch  guns,  the  Winnebago  and 
Chickasaw,  each  carrying  four  11-incii  guns — in  a  single  line  ahead, 
about  half  a  mile. from  the  fort;  the  fourteen  steamers — Brooklyn,  of 
20;  Octorara,  10;  Hartford,  28;  Metacomet,  10;  Eichmond,  24;  Port 
lioyal,  8;  Lackawanna,  14;  Seminole,!);  Monongahela,  12;  Kennebec, 
5;  Ossiiiee,  13;  Itasca,  4;  Oneida,  10,  and  (xalena,  14  guns — in  a  double 
line  ahead,  each  two  lashed  together,  the  side- wheel  steamers  off  shore, 
all  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  monitors,  carrying  in  all  191) 
guns  and  2,700  men.  When  they  were  discovered  standing  into  the 
channel,  signal  was  made  to  the  Mobile  scjuadron,  under  my  command, 
consisting  of  the  wooden  gim-boats  Morgan  and  Gaines,  each  carrying 

0  guns,  and  Selma,  4,  to  "follow  my  motions"  in  the  ram  Tennessee,  of 
6  guns,  in  all  22  guns  and  470  men.  All  were  soon  under  Avay  and 
stood  toward  the  enemy  in  a  line  abreast.  As  the  Tennessee  approached 
the  fleet,  when  ojjposite  the  fort,  we  opened  our  battery  at  short  range 
ii])on  the  leading  shi]!,  the  adniiral's  flag-shi]i  Hartford,  and  made  the 
attempt  to  run  into  her,  but  owing  to  her  superior  speed,  our  attempt 
was  frustrated.  -We  then  stood  toward  the  next  heavy  ship,  the  Brook- 
lyn, with  the  same  view;  she  also  avoided  us  by  her  superior  speed. 
IJuring  this  time  the  gun-boats  were  also  closely  engaged  with  the  en- 
emy. All  our  guns  were  used  to  the  greatest  advantage,  and  we  suc- 
ceeded in  seriously  damaging  many  of  tlie  enemy's  vessels.  The  Selma 
and  Gaines,  under  Lieut.  Commanders  P.  U.  Murphy  and  J.  W.  Ben- 
nett, fought  gallantly,  and  1  was  gratified  to  hear  from  officers  of  the 
enemy's  fleet  that  their  fire  was  very  destructive.  The  Gaines  was 
fought  until  she  Avas  found  to  be  in  a  sinking  condition,  when  she  was 
run  on  slnn-e  near  Port  Morgan.  Lieutenant-Commander  Murphy  was 
closely  engaged  with  the  Metacomet,  assisted  by  the  Morgan,  Com- 
mander G.  W.  Harrison,  who  during  the  conflict  deseited  him,  when, 
u])on  the  ap])roach  of  another  large  steamer,  the  Selma  surrendered. 

1  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Murphy  for  the 
particulars  of  his  action;  he  lost  two  promising  young  oflicers.  Lieuten- 
ant Comstock  and  Master's  Mate  Murray,  and  a  number  of  his  men  were 
killed  and  wounded,  and  he  was  also  wounded  severely  in  the  wrist. 
Commander  Harrison  will  no  doubt  report  to  the  Department  his  reason 
for  leaving  the  Selma  in  that  contest  with  the  enemy,  as  the  Morgan  M'as 
uninjured.  His  conduct  is  severely  commented  on  by  the  oflicers  of  the 
enemy's  fleet,  much  to  the  injury  of  that  officer  and  the  navy.  Soon 
after  "the  gun-boats  were  dispersed  by  the  overwhelming  superiority  of 
force,  and  the  enemy's  fleet  had  anchored  about  four  miles  above  Fort 
Morgan,  we  stood  for  them  again  in  the  Tennessee  and  renewed  the  at- 
tack with  the  hope  of  sinking  some  of  them  with  our  prow;  again  we 
-were  foiled  by  their  superior  speed  in  avoiding  us.  The  engagement 
with  the  whole  fleet  soon  became  general  at  very  close  quarters,  and 
lasted  about  an  hour;  and  notwitlistanding  the  serious  injury  inflicted 
upon  many  of  their  vessels  by  our  guns,  we  could  not  sink  them.    Fre- 
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quently  during  tlie  contest  we  ■were  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  and  all 
our  guns  were  in  action  almost  at  the  same  moment.  Four  of  the  heaviest 
vessels  ran  into. us,  under  full  steam,  with  the  view  of  sinking  us;  one 
vessel,  the  Monongaliela,  had  been  prepared  as  a  ram,  and  was  very 
formidable.  She  struck  us  Avitli  great  force,  injuring  us  but  little;  her 
prow  and  stern  Avere  knocked  oft'  and  the  vessel  so  much  injured  as  to 
make  it  necessary  to  dock  her.  Several  of  the  other  A'essels  of  the  fleet 
were  found  to  require  extensive  re])airs. 

1  inclose  you  a  copy*  of  a  drawing  of  the  Brooklyn,  made  by  one  of 
her  oflieers  after  the  action,  and  an  otili(!er  of  the  Hartford  informed  me 
that  .she  was  more  seriously  injured  than  the  Brooklyn.  I  mention  these 
facts  to  prove  tbat  the  guns  of  the  Tennessee  were  not  idle  during  this 
unequal  contest.  For  other  details  of  the  action,  and  injuries  sustained 
by  the  Tennessee,  I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Commander  J.  U.  John- 
ston, which  has  my  approval.  After  I  was  carried  below,  unfortunately 
wounded,  I  had  to  be  governed  by  the  reports  of  that  valuable  oflicer 
as  to  the  <!ondition  of  tlie  ship  and  the  necessity  and  time  of  lier  sur- 
render, and  when  he  represented  to  me  lier  utterly  hopeless  condition 
to  contiinie  the  light  with  injury  to  the  enemy  and  suggested  her  sur- 
render, I  directed  him  to  do  the  best  he  could,  and  when  he  could  no 
longer  damage  the  enemy,  to  do  so.  It  aftbrds  me  much  pleasure  to 
state  that  the  officers  and  men  cheerfully  fought  their  guns  to  the  best 
of  their  abilities,  and  gave  strong  evidence,  by  their  jffomptness  in  ex- 
ecuting orders,  of  thejr  willingness  to  continue  the  contest  as  long  as 
they  could  stand  to  their  guns,  notwithstanding  the  fatigue  they  had 
undergone  for  several  hours,  and  it  was  only  because  the  circumstances 
were  as  represented  by  Captain  Johnston,  that  she  was  surrendered  to 
tlie  fleet  about  10  a.  m.,  jjainful  as  it  was  to  do  so.  I  seriously  felt  the 
want  of  experienced  oilicers  during  the  action;  all  were  j'^oung  and  in- 
experienced, and  many  had  but  little  familiarity  with  naval  duties, 
having  been  appointed  from  civil  life  within  the  year.  The  reports  of 
Commander  Harrison,  of  the  Morgan,  and  Lieutenant-Commandant 
Benjrett,  of  the  Gaines,  you  have,  no  doubt,  received  from  these  officers. 
1  inclose  the  report  of  Fleet  Surg.  D.  B.  Conrad,  to  Avhom  1  am  nnich 
indebted  for  his  skill,  promptness,  and  attention  to  the  wounded.  By 
])ermission  of  Adnural  Farragut,  he  accomi)anied  the  wounded  of  the 
Tennessee  and  Sebna  to  this  hospital,  and  is  assisted  by  Assistant- Sur- 
geons Booth  and  Bowles,  of  tlie  Selma  and  Tennessee,  all  under  the 
charge  of  Fleet  Surgeon  Palmer,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  from  whom  we 
have  received  all  the  attention  and  consideration  we  could  desire  or 
expect.  The  crews  and  many  officers  of  the  Tennessee  and  Selma  have 
been  sent  to  New  Orleans;  Commander  J.  D.  Johnston,  Lieut.  Com- 
mandant P.  U.  Murphy,  Lieut.  W.  L.  Bradford,  and  A.  D.  Wharton, 
Second  Assistant  Engineer  J.  C.  O'Connell,  and  myself,  are  to  be 
sent  North ;  Master's  Mates  W.  S.  Forrest  and  11.  M.  Carter,  who 
are  with  me  acting  as  my  aides,  not  having  any  midshipmen,  are  per- 
mitted to  a('Com])any  me.  They  are  valuable  young  officers,  zealous  in 
their  duties,  and  both  have  served  in  the  army,  Avliere  they  received 
honorable  wounds;  their  services  are  important  to  me.  I  am  happy  to 
inform  you  that  my  wound  is  improving,  and  1  sincerely  hope  our  ex- 
change will  be  efiected,  and  that  1  will  soon  again  be  on  duty. 

Inclosed  is  a  listt  of  the  officers  of  the  Tennessee  who  were  in  the 
action. 

*  Not  fouud. 

t  See  Joliiistou's  report,  p.  447. 
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September  17. 
Since  wi'itiiis  the  above  I  hfive  seen  the  report  of  Admiral  Farragut, 
a  portion  of  which  is  incorrect.  Captain  Johnston  did  not  deliver  my 
sword  on  board  the  Hartford.  After  the  surrender  of  the  Tennessee, 
Captain  Giraud,  the  officer  who  Avas  sent  on  board  to  take  (iharge  of 
her,  said  to  me  that  lie  was  directed  by  Admiral  Farragut  to  ask  for 
my  sword,  which  was  brought  from  the  cabin  and  delivered  to  him  by 
one  of  my  aides. 

F.  BIJCHAI^AN, 


Admiral,  Commanding. 


[The  Secbetaky  op  the  Navy.] 

[Inclosurc] 


Killed  ana  wounded  of  Confederate  fleet  in  action  of  Aiufust  5,  1864, 

Mobile  Bay. 

Tennessee,  flag-ship:  Killed — John  Silk,  first-class  fireman;  William 
Moors,  seaman — 2.  Wounded— Admiral  F.  Bu(;hanaii,  fracture  right 
leg;  A.  T.  Post,  pilot,  slightly  in  head;  J.  C.  O'Connell,  second  assist- 
ant engineer,  slightly  in  leg  and  shouhler ;  William  liogers,  third  assist- 
ant (mginecr,  slightly  in  head  and  shoulder;  James  Kelly,  boatswain's 
mate,  sliglitly  in  knee;  Andrew  Easmison,  quartermaster,  slightly  in 
head;  William  Daly,  seaman,  in  head;  Eobert  Barry,  marine,  gunshot 
wound  of  ear  and  head;  James  McKunn,  marine,  contusion  of 
shoulder — 9. 

Sebua,  r.  U.  Murphy,  lieutenant  commanding:  Killed — J.  II.  Oom- 
stock,  lieutenant  and  executive  officer;  J.  It.  Murray,  acting  nmster's 
mate;  Wilhara  Hall,  gunner's  mate;  James  Eooney,  seaman;  James 
Montgomery,  seaman ;  Bernard  Eiley,  ordinary  seaman;  J.  E.  Frisly, 
landsman;  Christopher  Shepherd,  landsman — 8.  Wounded — P.  LT. 
Murphy,  lieutenant  commanding,  slightly  in  wrist;  John  Villa,  seaman, 
badly,  leg  and  arm;  Henry  Fratee,  landsman,  badly  in  hand;  Dauiel 
Linnehan,  seaman,  slightly  in  arm;  John  Shick,  seaman,  slightly  in 
fa(;e;  John  Davis, fireman,  slightly;  John  Gilliland, seaman,  slightly — 7. 

Total,  killed,  10;  wounded,  10. 

D.  B.  CONEAD, 
Fleet  iiurgeon,  C.  H.  Navy. 


No.  18. 


Report  of  Commander  James  I).  Johnston,  C.-S.  Navy,  commanding  ram 

Tennessee. 

U.  S.  Hospital, 
Navy-  Yard,  Pensacola,  August  13, 1864. 
Siu:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  C.  S.  ram  Tennessee,  recently  under  my  com- 
mand as  your  flag-ship,  was  surrendered  to  the  U.  S.  fleet,  commanded 
by  Eear- Admiral  Farragut,  in  Mobile  Bay: 

At  (i  a.  m.  071  the  5th  instant  the  enemy's  fleet,  consisting  of  four 
iron-clad  monitors  and  fourteen  wooden  vessels,  were  discovered  to  be 
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steaming  up  the  channel  into  the  bay — the  former  in  a  single  line 
nearest  to  Fort  Morgan,  and  the  latter  in  a  double  line,  each  two  ves- 
sels lashed  together.  When  they  approached  suiflciently  near  to  draw 
the  fire  from  Fort  Morgan  signal  was  made  to  the  squadron  to  follow 
your  motions,  and  the  Tennessee  was  moved  down  to  the  middle  of  the 
channel,  just  outside  the  line  of  torpedoes  stretching  across  it,  from 
whence  she  immediately  opened  her  battery  upon  the  advancing  fleet. 
Every  effort  was  made  at  the  same  time  to  ram  each  of  the  leading 
vessels  as  they  entered  the  bay;  but  their  superior  speed  enabled 
them  to  avoid  this  mode  of  attack,  the  first,  with  the  admiral's  flag, 
passing  ahead,  and  the  remainder  astern  before  the  ship  could  be 
turned  to  encounter  them.  As  she  followed  them  into  the  bay,  the 
leading  monitor,  the  Tecumseh,  Avas  discovered  to  be  sinking,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  she  disappeared,  taking  down  nearly  all  on  board,  consist- 
ing, as  since  learned,  of  100  souls.  The  Tennessee's  battery  was  used 
to  the  greatest  advantage  as  long  as  the  fleet  were  within  range,  and 
when  they  reached  a.  point  about  four  miles  from  Fort  Morgan,  and 
were  in  the  act  of  anchoring,  she  steamed  alone  up  toward  them  (the 
other  vessels  of  your  squadron  having  been  dispersed)  and  attacked 
them  as  soon  as  she  was  near  enough  to  render  her  fire  effective.  The 
whole  fleet  Avas  again  put  in  motion  to  receive  her,  and  she  received 
four  tremendous  shocks  by  the  heaviest  vessels  running  into  her  at  full 
speed,  soon  after  which  I  received  an  order  fi'om  you  in  person  to 
stand  for  Fort  Morgan,  as  it  had  been  I'eportcd  by  the  acting  chief 
engineer  that  the  ship  was  leaking  rapidly.  At  tliis  time  it  was  re- 
I)orted  to  mo  that  the  wheel  chain  liad  been  carried  away,  and,  order- 
ing the  relieving  tackles  to  be  used,  I  made  a  ]»ersoual  examination  of 
the  broken  chain,  to  ascertain  if  it  could  be  repaired.  This  was  found 
to  be  impossible,  without  sending  men  outside  of  the  shield  to  expose 
themselves  several  minutes  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  by  which 
the  after  deck,  over  which  the  chains  lead,  Avas  closely  watcihcd  and 
constantly  swept  until  the  close  of  the  action.  Ecturning  to  the  pilot- 
house for  the  purpose  of  observing  more  closely  tlie  movements  of  the 
enemy,  I  soon  received  a  re])ort  that  you  had  been  wounded,  when  I 
went  aft  to  see  you,  and  while  there  learned  that  the  after  i)ort  cover 
had  been  struck  by  a  sliot,  which  instantly  killed  a  man  engaged  in 
removing  the  pivot  bolt  ui)()n  Avhich  it  revolved,  and  Avonuded  yourself 
and  one  of  the  gun's  crcAv,  the  latter  mortally.  I  tlicn  learned  that 
the  tAVO  quarter-port  covers  had  been  so  januned  by  the  fire  of  tlie 
enemy  as  to  render  it  imiiracticable  to  remove  them,  and  the  relieving 
tackles  had  been  shot  aAA^ay  and  the  tiller  unsLij)ped  from  the  rndder- 
head.  The  smoke  pipe,  having  been  completely  riddled  by  shot,  Avas 
knocked  down  close  to  the  top  of  the  shield  by  the  concussion  of 
vessels  running  into  the  ship.  At  the  same  time  the  three  monitors 
Avere  using  their  11  and  15  inch  solid  shot  against  the  after  end  of 
the  shield,  Avhile  the  largest  of  the  wooden  vessels  were  pouring  in 
separate  broadsides  at  the  distance  of  only  a  few  feet;  and  I  regret 
to  say  that  many  favorable  opportunities  of  sinking  those  vessels  Avere 
unavoidably  lost  by  the  failure  of  our  gun-primers.  Q'he  bow  pint  cover 
was  struck  by  a  heavy  shot,  as  also  the  cover  of  the  forAvard  port  on 
the  port  side;  and  two  of  the  broadside  port  covers  Avere  entirely  un- 
shipped by  the  enemy's  shot.  The  enemy  AA'as  not  long  in  perceiving 
that  our  steering  gear  had  been  entirely  disabled,  and  his  monitors  and 
heaviest  vessels  at  once  took  position  at  each  quarter  and  astern,  from 
whence  they  poured  in  their  fire  Avithout  intermission  for  a  period  of 
nearly  Ualf  au  hour,  while  we  were  unable  to  bring  a  single  gun  to 
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bear,  as  it  was  impossible  to  cliange  the  position  of  the  vessel  and  the 
steam  was  rapidly  going  down  as  a  natural  consequence  of  the  loss  of 
the  smoke  pipe.  Feeling  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  condition  of 
the  vessel  I  went  to  the  berth-deck  tor  this  jjurpose,  and  after  making 
my  report  asked  if  you  did  not  think  we  had  better  surrender,  to  which 
you  replied,  "Do  the  best  you  can,  and  when  all  is  done,  surrender,"  or 
words  to  that  effect.  Uijon  my  i-eturn  to  the  gun-deck,  I  observed  one 
of  the  heaviest  vessels  of  the  enemy  in  the  act  of  running  into  us  on 
the  port  quarter,  while  the  shot  were  fairly  raining  upon  the  after  end  of 
the  shield,  which  was  now  so  thoroughly  shattered  that  in  a  few  moments 
it  Avould  have  fallen  and  exposed  the  gun-deck  to  a  raking  fire  of  shell 
and  grape.  Eealizing  our  helpless  condition  at  a  glance,  and  conceiv- 
ing that  the  ship  was  now  nothing  more  than  a  target  for  the  heavy  guns 
of  the  enemy,  I  concluded  that  no  good  object  could  be  accomplished 
by  sacrificing  the  lives  of  the  oflicers  and  men  in  such  a  one-sided  con- 
test, and  therefore  proceeded  to  the  top  of  the  shield  and  took  down 
the  ensign,  which  had  been  seized  onto  the  liandle  of  a  gun  scraper  and 
stuck  up  through  the  grating.  While  in  the  act  several  shots  passed 
close  to  me,  and  when  I  went  below  to  order  the  engines  to  be  stopped, 
the  tire  of  the  enemy  was  continued.  I  then  decided,  though  with  an 
almost  bursting  heart,  to  hoist  the  white  flag;,  and  returning  again  to 
the  shield  placed  it  in  the  sjjot  where  but  a  few  moments  before  had 
floated  the  i)roud  flag  for  whose  honor  I  would  so  cheerfully  have  sacri- 
fied  my  own  life,  if  I  could  possibly  have  become  the  only  victim,  but  at 
that  time  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  destroy  the  ship  without 
the  certain  loss  of  many  valuable  lives,  your  own  among  the  number. 

It  is  with  the  most  heartfelt  satisfaction  that  I  bear  testimony  to  the 
undaunted  gallantry  and  cheerful  alacrity  with  wliich  the  officers  and 
men  under  my  immediate  command  discharged  all  tlieir  duties;  and  to 
the  executive  ofiicer.  Lieutenant  Bradford,  it  is  due  that  I  should  com- 
mend the  regular  and  rapid  manner  in  which  the  battery  Avas  served  in 
every  particular.  While  a  prisoner  on  board  the  Ossipee  and  since  com- 
ing into  this  hospital,  I  have  learned  from  personal  observation  and 
from  other  reliable  sources  of  information,  that  the  battery  of  the  Ten- 
nessee inflicted  more  damage  upon  the  enemy  than  that  of  Fort  Morgan, 
although  she  Avas  opposed  by  187  guns  of  the  heaviest  caliber,  in  addi- 
ti<m  to  the  twelve  11  and  15  inch  guns  on  board  the  monitors.  The 
entire  loss  of  the  enemy,  most  of  Avhich  is  ascribed  to  the  Tennessee, 
amounts  to  quite  300  in  killed  and  wounded,  exclusive  of  the  100  lost 
on  the  Tecumseh,  making  a  number  almost  as  large  as  the  entire  force 
under  your  command  in  this  unequal  conflict.  Fifty-three  shot-marks 
Avere  found  on  the  Tennessee,  thirty-three  of  Avhi<!h  had  penetrated  so 
far  as  to  cause  splinters  to  fly  inboard,  and  the  AA'ashers  over  the  end  of 
the  bolts  wounded  several  men. 

With  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

J.  T).  JOHNSTON, 
Commander,  Provisional  Navy,  C.  S.,  late  of  the  TcnneKsee. 

Admiral  Franklin  Buchanan, 

Late  Commanding  Naval  Defenses  of  Alabama. 

OFFICERS   OP   THE   RAM   TENNESSEE   "WHO  WERE   IN   THE   ACTION. 

Admiral  F.  Buchanan ;  Commander  J.  D.  Johnston;  First  Lieut,  and 
Executive  Officer  William  L.  Bradford;  Lieut.  A.  D.  Wharton;  Lieut. 
U.  J,  McDeriTiett;  Masters  H.  W.  Pcrrin  and  -I,  II.  Demahy;  Fleet  Surg, 
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D.  B.  Conrad,  Asst.  Siirg.  E.  C.  Bowles,  First  Lieiit.  Marine  Corps  15. 
G.  Eaney;  First  Assistant  Engineer  G.  D.  Lining;  Pilot  A.  T.  Post; 
Second  Assistant  Engineer  J.  C.  O'Connell;  Second  Assistant  Engi- 
neer John  Hayes;  Boatswain  John  McCredie;  (iunner  H.  L.  Smith; 
Third  Assistant  Engineers  William  Itogers,  Oscar  Benson,  and  William 
B.  Patterson ;  Master's  Mates,  M.  J.  Beebee,  E.  M.  Carter,  W.  S.  Forrest, 
Paymaster's  Clerk  J.  H.  Cohen. 


:S^o.  19. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Commander  Patrick  U.  Murphy,  G.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

gun-boat  Helma. 

Pensacola  Hospital, 

August  15,  1864. 

Sib:  The  shattered  state  of  my  nervons  system,  produced  by  the 
wound  I  received,  has  ])revented  my  making  my  report  before  this. 

Between  5  and  G  of  tlie  morning  of  the  5th  it  was  reported  to  me  a 
move  was  made  by  the  fleet  out.sidc.  I  gave  the  order  at  once  to  get 
up  steam,  to  weigh  the  anchor,  and  to  lash  it  securely,  then  to  go  to 
breakfast,  and,  if  we  had  time,  for  tlie  crew  to  dress  themselves  in  their 
best  clothes.  The  Selma  was  lying  to  the  south  and  east  of  the  flag- 
ship, and  much  nearer  tlie  shore.  After  the  anchor  was  Aveighed  tlie 
stcamcsr  drifted  u])  ^\\t\\  the  tide  to  the  northward  and  eastward. 
While  the  crew  were  at  bresikfast  the  engagement  commenced,  and 
many  shots  were  fired  by  both  sides  before  J  Avent  to  (piarters ;  but  as 
soon  as  the  crew  were  through  with  their  breakfast  and  the  decks  were 
cleared  up  I  went  to  quarters  and  stood  to  northward  and  westward, 
and  as  soon  as  I  passed  the  stern  of  the  Tennessee  I  opened  fire  on  the 
enemy  with  all  my  guns,  and  contiiuied  to  fire  all  of  them  for  some  time. 
W^hen  I  perceived  the  Metacomet  was  towing  the  leading  vessel  (the 
Hartford)  I  gave  the  order  to  give  lier  all  the  steam  they  could,  that  I 
might  get  ahead  and  on  the  port  side  of  her.  My  intention  was  per- 
ceived, and  before  1  could  get  into  the  i)osition  I  wanted  the  Meta(!omet 
cast  oif  and  gave  chase.  A  c(nistant  fire  had  been  kept  up  all  the  time, 
first  at  one  vessel,  then  at  another,  as  the  0])portunity  ofl'ered.  Before 
the  Metacomet  cast  off"  my  best  gunner  had  been  killed  by  a  jiieco  of 
shell  from  the  Hartford,  I  think;  but  several  vessels  were  firing  at  me  at 
the  same  time,  and  in  a  short  time  my  next  best  met  the  same  fate.  The 
fight  was  then  with  the  Metacomet,  carrying  ten  guns,  eight  9-inch  and 
two  109-pounder  Parrotts,  one  of  the  fastest  vessels  of  their  squadron. 
She  tried  hard  to  rake  me,  but  was  prevented  by  good  steering.  The 
Metacomet  being  so  mucli  faster,  came  quite  near,  and  one  of  her  9-inch 
shells  killed  and  wounded  7  at  the  same  gun  and  disabled  the  gnu.  I 
had  only  been  able  to  use  two  guns  for  some  time,  and  the  crew  of  No. 
1  gun  had  just  been  scut  oft"  to  assist  in  working  those  two.  My  first- 
lieutenant,  Mr.  Comstock,  and  Master's  Mate  Murray,  were  both  killed 
by  the  same  shell,  and  myself  wounded  in  the  arm.  After  firing  one  or 
two  shots  more,  I  iierceived  the  Metacomet  was  about  to  rake  me  with 
grape  and  shrapnel,  and  the  Port  Eoyal,  a  steamer  of  the  same  class, 
Avas  about  to  open  fire  on  me,  Avhen  I  gave  the  order  to  haul  down  the 
colors,  as  I  did  not  believe  I  was  justified  in  sacrificing  more  of  my 
crew  in  such  an  unequal  contest.  My  wound  was  bleeding  fast.  I 
knew  if  I  left  the  deck  for  one  numicnt  the  vessel  might  be  sunk.  My 
deck  was  a  perfect  slaughter-pen  when  I  surrendered. 
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I  cannot  speak  feo  liigUIy  of  the  ofticers  and  crew  under  my  command. 
Not  the.  least  confusion  occurred  during  the  action.  The  wounded  were 
taken  below  and  the  men  returned  instantly  to  their  (juarters.  The 
powder  division,  under  charge  of  Paymaster  llichardson,  was  beauti- 
fully attended  to ;  every  charge  and  every  shell  was  sent  to  the  different 
guns  without  a  single  mistake. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  yours, 

P.  U.  MUEPHY, 
Lieutenant-Commander,  C,  8.  Navy. 
I    Admiral  F.  Buchanan. 


No.  20. 


Reportu  of  Lieut.  John    W.  Bennett,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  steamer 

Gaines. 

Mobile,  Ala.,  August  8, 1801. 

Sir  :  I  haA»e  the  hono;^  to  submit  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
Gaines,  under  my  command,  in  the  action  of  the  5th  instant  oft"  Fort 
Morgan,  and  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  beaching  and  abandon-^ 
ment  of  the  ship. 

The  Gaines  was  cleared  for  action  about  6.20  a.  m.,  and  in  obedience 
to  signal  from  the  admiral  to  "follow  his  motions,"  waited  for  him  to 
open  ui)on  the  advancing  enemy,  advancing  with  four  monitors  in  line 
ahead  and  fourteen  wooden,  vessels  by  twos,  each  large  ship  having  a 
smaller  one  lashed  to  her  port  side,  the  whole  forming  one  compact  line  of 
battle.  As  soon  as  the  Tennessee  delivered  tire,  the  Gaines,  having 
idaced  herself  next  the  admiral,  commenced  at  about  2,000  yards'  dis- 
tance with  her  pivot  guns  upon  the  leading  wooden  ships,  supposed  to  be 
the  Hartford  and  her  consort,  at  about  (i.50,  as  nearly  as  I  can  de- 
termine, and  continued  to  deliver  a  raking  fire  upon  the  leading  wooden 
ships  until  their  passage  past  the  fort.  She  'then  made  one  cir<!le  to 
prevent  too  close  action,  as  she  was  lying  nearly  in  the  track  of  the 
advancing  fleet,  and  afterward  steered  in  nearly  parallel  lines  with 
the  enemy  at  distances  gradually  diminishing  until  she  was  within  at 
least  700  yards  and  engaging  with  her  port  guns.  Tlio  enemy  being 
now  clear  of  the  fort  was  enabled  to  direct  attention  exclusively  to  our 
little  squadron.  Early  in  the  action  a  shell  exploded  near  the  steering 
wheel,  wounding  the  two  men  stationed  at  it  and  cutting  the  wheel 
rope.  The  ship  was  then  steered  with  the  relieving  tackles  until  the 
after- wheel  ropes  could  be  rove.  Shortly  after  this  it'was  repoi-ted  that 
the  forward  magazine  was,  filled  with  smoke  and  thought. to  be  on  fire. 
This,  on  examination,  luckiiy,  proved  a.  mistake.  An  11-inch  shot  had 
entered  the  starboard  bow,  striking  tbe  deck  above  the  magazine,,  had 
broken  it  in,  and  made  so  much  dust  that  the  gunner's  mate,  serving 
powder  in  that  magazine,  thought  it  smoke,  and  believed,  from  the 
shock  and  dust,  a  shell  had  exploded  and  fired  that  part  of  the  ship. 
He  reported  accordingly.  This  occasioned  a  short  delay  in  the  serving 
t)f  powder  to  the  forward  division.  The  'firemen  of  this  division,  with 
hose  and  buckets,  went  promptly  to  the  spot,  under  the  executive 
officer,  and  soon  discovered  the  mistake.  About  this  time  the  ship 
was  subjected  to  a  very  heavy  concentrated  fire  from  the  Hartford, 
Itichmond,  and  others  at  short  range  as  the  enemy  passed  me.  Nearly 
their  whole  fire  seemed  for  a  time  to  be  directed  at  the  Gaines.    The 
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after  magazine  was  now  discovered  filling  with  water.    I  went  below 
to  examine  it  and  found  much  water  had  accumulated  in  it  and  was 
rapidly  increasing,    ^ot  being  aware  of  any  shot  having  entered  near 
the  water  that  part  of  the  ship,  and  being  unable  to  see  any  danger, 
upon  inspection  from  the  side,  which  could  have  caused  such  a  leak, 
I  directed  the  executive  officer,  with  the  carpenter's  mate,  to  get  into 
a  boat  and  make  examination  of  the  counter.    He  found  a  shot  had 
broken  in  the  outer  planking  under  the  port  quarter,  about  the  water 
line,  and  which  from  marks  seemed  to  have  glanced  below  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  stern-post.     This  could  not  be  stopped,  by  reason  of 
the  impossibility  of  getting  to  it,  because  of  the  flare  of  the  counter. 
As  this  break  could  not  have  caused  all  the  water  which  flowed  mto 
the  ship,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  shell  which  caused  the  break, 
and  had  probably  exploded  below  water  under  the  counter,  and  had 
started  the  timbers  near  the  stern-post.  The  ship  had  received  a  shock 
during  the  engagement  which  shook  her  from  stem  to  stern,  being 
much  more  violent  than  that  of  shots  passing  through.   The  bilge  pumps 
were  immediately  worked,  but  there  was  no  water  in  the  engme  room. 
Finding  the  magazine  rapidly  filling,  also  the  after  hold  and  shell  room, 
with  no  water  in  the  engine  room,  I  caused  the  after  bulk-head  of  the 
engine  room  to  be  knocked  down,  so  as  to  allow  the  flow  of  water  to  the 
•  bilge  pumps.    By  this  time  the  stern  had  settled  some  and  the  steering 
became  diflciUt.    Under  these  circumstances  I  determined  to  withdraw 
from  action.    The  enemy's  fleethad  now  passed.    Finding  the  ship  would 
sink  in  a  short  time,  and  thinking  I  might  be  able  to  reach  the  shore,  now 
about  two  or  three  miles  distant,  I  withdrew  from  action  and  made  the 
best  of  my  way  toward  the  fort,  steering  the  ship  principally  with  the 
side- wheel,  which  position  I  reached  without  embarrassment  from  the 
enemy  (thanks  to  an  opportune  rain  squall,  which  shut  me  from  view)  and 
placed  her  bow  upon  the  beach  ^^^thtn  500  yards  of  Fort  Morgan  at 
about  9.30.    I  am  happy  to  state  there  was  no  confusion  nor  panic 
under  the  circumstances  of  our  position,  but  that  every  work  was  done 
with  deliberation  and  without  undue  excitement.    The  ship  delivered 
fire  to  the  enemy  at  the  moment  of  striking  the  shore. 

At  the  time  of  beaching  the  magazine  was  nearly  filled.  I  had  caused 
an  the  powder  to  be  removed  to  the  cabin.  The  shells  were  removed 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  but  not  before  many  of  them  had  become  sub- 
merged. The  usefulness  of  the  ship  having  been  destroyed  by  the 
enemy,  I  devoted  myself  and  crew  to  the  ijreservation  of  all  valuable 
material,  and  landed  all  the  powder,  shell,  shot,  gun  equipment,  &c., 
which  I  gave  to  the  general  commanding  at  Fort  Morgan,  to  whom  1 
thought  they  might  be  useful  in  the  expected  siege.  The  crew  were 
then  landed  with  their  bags  and  blankets,  muskets,  cutlasses,  and 
small-arm  ammunition,  and  the  ship  abandoned  at  12  o'clock,  with  her 
battle-flags  flying,  and  her  stern  settled  as  far  as  it  could,  about  two 
fathoms.  I  did  not  spike  the  guns,  because  they  could  be  secured  by 
the  fort  and  could  not  be  taken  by  the  enemy.  Having  thus  left  my 
command,  it  became  necessary  to  devise  a  retreat  for  my  crew.  They 
were  not  necessary  to  the  fort,  as  I  was  informed  when  I  offered  their 
services.  Already  I  had  secured  two  boats  belonging  to  the  Ten- 
nessee, left  by  her  at  anchor,  and  with  four  boats  of  the  Gaines,  one 
having  been  destroyed  by  shot,  I  left  the  fort  at  8  p.  m.  and  reached 
Mobile  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  6th  with  129  officers  and  men,  small-arms,  &c., 
and  six  boats ;  passed  the  enemy's  fleet  without  observation,  and  reported, 
myself  and  crew  to  the  senior  officer  for  further  service. 
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Not  a  man  was  lost  by  straggliug,  ami  I  brought  up  the  wounded. 
The  dead  were  buried  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  in  the  fort's  burial 
ground.  We  had  only  2  killed  and  3  wounded.  The  surgeon's  report* 
of  casualties  I  herewith  inclose. 

While  running  the  gauntlet  up  the  bay  I  became  apprehensive  of 
capture  or  of  being  forced  to  land  and  make  a  march  to  Mobile.  The 
Morgan  was  being  chased  by  the  enemy,  as  I  knew  it  was  her  inten- 
tion to  pass  near  the  eastern  shore,  and  could  see  her  approach  us.  I 
feared  slie  might  lead  the  enemy  upon  the  boats.  Under  these  circum- 
stances I  deemed  it  prudent  to  droj)  the  signal  boat  into  the  sea.  I  did 
so.  The  officers  and  crew  of  the  Gaines  for  about  ten  or  fifteen  min- 
utes were  subjected  to  a  very  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy  at  short  dis- 
tance, and  I  am  proud  to  say  stood  it  Avith  great  gallantry.  There  were 
two  or  three  exceptional  cases  only. 

Without  casting  censure  upon  any  by  my  silence,  I  cannot  withhold 
the  exi)ression  of  my  thanks  to  Lieutenant  Payne,  Passed  Assistant 
Surgeon  Iglehart,  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Debois,  Gunner  Offutt, 
and  Paymaster's  Clerk  Wilson  (in  charge  of  the  sui)ply  of  shells  to  after 
division)  for  their  examples  of  coolness  and  gallantry  under  the  trying 
circumstances  of  this  combat  against  an  overwhelming  force,  and  the 
influence  it  must  have  had  among  the  crew,  most  of  whom  had  never 
before  been  in  action.  Frequent  interviews  with  these  officers  caused 
me  to  regard  them  with  admiration. 

The  ship  received  seventeen  shots  in  her  hull  and  smoke-stack.  Of 
these  only  two  can  be  said  to  have  caused  her  any  distress — that  which 
caused  the  leak  and  the  cutting  of  the  wheel  ropes. 

As  is  usual  and  pioper  when  a  ship  is  lost,  I  beg  the  Department  to 
order  a  court  of  inquiry  to  investigate  the  causes  which  led  to  the  aban- 
doning of  the  Gaines. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  BKNISTETT, 


Hon.  S.  E.  Malloby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond. 


Lieutenant,  Vommanding. 


C.  S.  Steamer  Nashville, 

Mobile,  December  23, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  reportt  of  Gunner  Oftutt,  late 
of  the  Gaines,  setting  forth  a  statement  in  connection  with  the  in- 
juries received  by  the  Gaines  in  action  oft'  Fort  Morgan,  and  of  which 
1  have  had  no  knowledge  iintil  communicated  to  me  yesterday  in  con- 
versation. Of  course  no  mention  was  made  of  it  in  my  report  to  the  De- 
partment of  August  8,  18C4.  (xunner  Offutt  states  that  in  addition  to 
the  flooding  of  the  magazine  from  the  break  under  the  port  cpiarter, 
which  was  beyond  our  control,  he  marked  another  of  similar  character 
on  the  starboard  side  nearly  opposite  the  first,  and  tlirough  wliich  the 
water  entered  the  magazine  in  even  greater  volume.  He  marks  the  time 
as  nearly  coincident  with  the  cutting  away  the  bulk-head  to  allow  the 
flow  of  water  to  the  steam  pumps.  If  this  is  correct  it  was  after  I  had 
turned  the  ship's  head  from  the  enemy  to  examine  damage  already  re- 
ceived, and  if  beyond  repair  to  seek  shoal  water.    At  no  other  time 

*Not  found, 
t  Sco  p.  155. 
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could  such  an  injury  on  the  starboard  side  have  been  received,  except 
in  the  earlier  part  of  the  action  and  before  the  enemy  had  well  gotten 
into  the  bay.  The  steam  pumps  worked  admirably,  and  discharged  at 
the  rate  of  286  gallons  per  minute,  without  visible  effect,  and  continued 
to  do  so  until  they  had  worked  oft'  all  the  steam  in  the  boilers.  I  feel 
both  mortification  and  annoyance  that  this  statement  of  the  gunner 
should  reach  me  at  this  late  period.  It  should  have  been  reported  at 
the  instant.  There  is  no  reason  for  my  questioning  the  veracity  of  this 
ofticer,  and  if  his  statement  is  literally  correct  there  is  less  diiificulty  in 
accounting  for  the  rapid  rise  of  water  in  the  ship.  In  reviemng  such 
scenes  as  those  through  which  the  Gaines  passed  it  is  sometimes  difift- 
cult  to  eliminate  truth  from  fiction;  and  although  I  require  reports  in 
writing  from  oflicers  commanding  divisions,  engines,  &(i.,  1  was  princi- 
pally governed  by  my  own  observation  and  recollection  in  the  report  I 
made  the  Department.  1  did  not  require  one  from  the  gunner,  be- 
cause of  his  circumscribed  sphere,  and  I  thought  myself  perfectly  fa- 
miliar with  all  that  occurred  at  his  station. 

Incidentally  I  may  remark  that  since  the  action  I  have  had  statements 
made  me  of  shots  striking  at  various  points  below  the  water,  but  which 
I  have  not  noticed,  since  no  water  is  known  to  have  flowed  from  them, 
and  the  time  for  verification  has  passed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  BENNETT, 


Hon.  S.  11.  MAlloey, 

Secreta7-y  of  the  2favy,  Bichmond,  Va. 


Lieutenant,  Commanding. 


No.  21. 


Report  of  Lieut.  John  A.  Payne,  C.  iS.  Navy,  engineer  officer  steamer 

Gaines. 

SiK :  At  0.30  hove  up  anchor  and  beat  to  quarters.  The  admiral 
made  general  signal  to  follow  his  movements.  At  0.50  the  Hartford 
fired  the  first  gun,  the  action  then  becoming  general.  At  0.55  we  fired 
our  first  shot  from  forward  gun  (the  Tennessee  having  fired  one  gun). 
We  then  engaged  the  nearest  ship  with  onr  port  battery  at  about  1,700 
yards;  when  about  1,200  wore  ship  and  fired  from  starboard  battery 
two  rounds;  then  turned  the  ship  with  our  head  the  same  as  the  enemy. 
At  about  7.30  the  Hartford  opened  on  us  with  her  starboard  battery 
at  about  1,000  yards.  One  11-inch  shot  came  through  the  bow  and 
stove  in  the  berth-deck  above  the  forward  magazine,  Avhen  the  forward 
magazine  was  reported  on  fire.  Called  away  the  firemen  and  got  a 
stream  of  water  to  the  magazine,  when  it  was  found  to  be  a  false  report. 
One  shell  burst  near  the  wheel,  wounding  both  men  at  tlie  Avlieel  and 
killed  Quarter-Gunner  Alierne,  cut  wheel  rope  and  stove  binuacle,  and 
domg  other  damage.  One  shot  struck  the  stern  and  knocked  oft"  cut- 
water; one  sliot  entered  the  after  gangway  and  killed  M.  Vincent,  sea- 
man; two  struck  chief  engineer's  room,  one  tlirough  each  Avheel-house; 
one  11-inch  shell  came  through  the  side  and  lodged  on  berth-deck,  two 
through  smoke-stack.  Just  after  8  o'clock  a  shot  or  shell  struck  just 
abaft  the  gangway  below  the  water  line,  and  a  .shell  struck  under  the 
counter  two  feet  above  the  water  line,  and  glanced  down  and  burst 
below  the  water  line,  crushing  the  several  planks.     The  carpenter's 
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mate  was  put  over  the  side  to  plug  tlie  hole,  but  found  it  impossible 
to  do  it,  as  it  was  too  low  aud  the  planking  shattered.  The  ship 
was  making  water  very  fast.  We  continued  to  fight  until  the  magazine 
was  drowned  out.  All  the  powder  was  taken  out  and  put  in  the  cabin. 
About  8.30  the  ship  was  setthng  fast  by  the  stern.  The  captain  sent 
me  down  to  examine  the  leak,  and  found  about  four  feet  of  water  in  the 
hold  and  gaining  fast.  The  captain  then  ordered  her  to  be  run  on 
shore.  We  headed  for  Hftvy  Gove,  but  could  not  steer  the  ship  only 
with  the  engines.  The  captain  tlien  ordered  the  i)ilot  to  put  her  on 
shore  as  near  Fort  Morgan  as  possible.  We  still  fought  Avliat  guns 
could  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  enemy.  Slie  struck  the  bea(;li  about 
9  o'clock.  We  then  discovered  a  vessel  off  Fort  Morgan ;  opened  on 
her  front  our  pivot  gun.  The  fort  was  tiring  at  her.  They  soon  aban- 
doned their  ship.  Captain  Bennett  then  made  signal  for  the  Morgan. 
She  came  within  hail.  He  spoke  to  her  and  told  Captain  Harrison  that 
the  enemy  had  deserted  their  sliip  and  he  could  burn  her.  Captain  H. 
then  sent  a  boat's  crew  to  burn  her,  Avhicli  they  did.  We  got  all  our 
ammunition  out,  and  all  gun  gear  aud  everything  that  could  be  saved 
of  any  value.  The  water  was  then  two  feet  over  the  cabin  floor.  We 
all  left  her  in  the  boats  and  took  up  our  quarters  in  the  hospital.  We 
were  emiiloyed  during  the  day  in  conveying  the  ammunition  to  the 
railroad  and  getting  ready  to  leave  at  dark.  We  left  Fort  Morgan  at 
8  o'clock  that  evening  and  arrived  in  town  next  morning. 

The  dead  were  buried  at  Fort  Morgan  by  our  crew. 

We  were  struck  seventeen  times,  and  several  shells  burst  over  and 
near,  so  that  the  ship  was  struck  often  by  pieces  of  shell. 

Mr.  Waterman,  who  fought  the  broad  guns  in  my  division,  was  per- 
fectly cool  and  behaved  nobly.  My  men  all  behaved  well,  with  one  ex- 
ception. 

Just  before  the  ship  grounded  I  went  over  the  side  to  examine,  the  hole 
under  and  found  it  could  not  be  stopped. 
I  remain,  sir,  most  respectfally,  &c., 

JOHN   A.  PAYNE, 
Lieutenant  and  Engineer  Officer'. 

Captain  Bennett. 

[Indorsement.] 

This  report  bears  no  date.  It  was  forwarded  to  me  by  Lieutenant 
Payne  on  the  8th  of  August. 

J.  W.  BENNETT, 

TAetitenant,  Commanding. 


No.  22. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Edgar  L.  Lamhert,  C.  S.  IVavy. 

Mobile,  Ala.,  August  C,  1804. 

Sir:  I  herewith  make  report  of  what  transpired  on  board  C.  S. 
steamer  Gaines  as  far  as  I  could  see  from  my  position  on  the  quarter 
deck. 

At  C.20  a.  m.  the  ship  got  under  way  and  stood  toward  the  enemy's 
fleet.  They  approached  Fort  Morgan  lashed  three  abreast,  the  monitors 
leading;  next  came  sloop-of-war  Hartford  (flag-ship),  with  ships  lashed 


454  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALA.,'  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  LI. 

Oil  either  side  of  her,  the  .smaller  vessels  bringing  up  the  rear.  They 
numbered  eighteen  vessels,  all  told.  The  Tennessee  (tlag-ship),  Admiral 
Buchanan  commanding,  ranged  ahead  of  us  and  fired  the  first  gun,  the 
steamer  Gaines  firing  the  second  from  her  forward  pivot  gun,  the  great- 
est elevation  being  2,000  yards.  At  0.35  the  leading  monitor  saiik  ofi:' 
the  water  battery  of  the  fort.  They  closed  up  and  passed  between  the 
two  buoys  that  mark  the  main  channel  to  the  bay.  Up  to  this  time 
they  had  not  fired  a  shot  at  the  Confederate  sfjuadron.  Soon  after  we 
ranged  up  to  within  1,000  yards  and  centered  our  fire  on  the  Hartford 
and  the  three-masted  vessel  immediately  in  her  rear.  Soon  after  the 
Morgan  and  Selma  ranged  ahead  of  us  on  our  starboard  bows  and  also 
opened  on  the  Hartford.  The  whole  fleet's  fire  seemed  to  be  centered 
on  these  three  ships.  At  this  time  the  Tennessee  stood  for  the  enemy's 
fleet  and  separated  them,  pouring  in  a  heavy  fire.  We  soon  ranged  up 
within  750  yards  of  the  Hartford,  the  least  elevation  that  the  guns  of 
the  after  division  Avas  fired.  About  fifteen  minutes  after  the  Selma 
and  Morgan  hauled  ofl"  and  stood  up  the  bay  and  then  across  in  the 
direction  of  Navy  Cove.  At  this  time  all  the  enemy's  guns  within 
range  of  the  steamer  Gaines  were  centered  on  her.  M.  Vincent,  sec- 
ond loader  of  No.  2  gun,  was  then  killed  b.y  a  solid  shot  that  struck  the 
rail  abaft  the  dead-eye  of  the  after  shroud.  We  stood  the  enemy's  fire 
at  this  range  for  about  twenty -five  minutes,  wlien  it  was  reported  to 
me  that  the  ship  was  making  water  fast  from  a  shell  which  had  entered 
her  under  her  counter  on  the  port  quarter.  I  immediately  infoi'med  my 
ca])tain  (Bennett)  of  the  fact.  The  (xaines  hauled  off'  after  having  four 
feet  and  a  half  of  water  in  her  after  hold,  but  still  continued  to  fire 
from  her  after  pivot  gun.  Tlie  last  three  shots  struck  the  Hartford's 
hull  between  the  fire  a^nd  main  channels.  Captain  Bennett  finding  he 
could  not  save  his  ship,  as  the  water  was  gaining  rapidly,  headed  her 
for  the  shore  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  Fort  Morgan  and  beached 
her,  her  stern  settling  down  in  two  fathoms  water. 

We  lost  in  killed  2  men  (M.  Vincent,  seaman,  D.  Aherne,  second  gun- 
ner, both  belonging  to  the  after  division)  and  4  men  wounded. 

The  Gaines  received  seventeen  shots  through  her.  One  shot  cut  the 
dingy  in  two  that  was  run  up  to  the  stern  davits.  We  fired  from  the 
pivot  gun  twenty-two  percussion  shell  and  eight  wronght-iron  bolts; 
from  the  broadside  rifle  (32-pounder),  twenty  jiercussiou  shell;  from 
32-pounder  smooth-bore,  eight  5-second  shelf.  Midshipman  Phillips, 
commanding  broadside  guns,  served  them  with  good  effect. 

As  far  as  I  could  see  the  men  behaved  themselves  well  and  worked 
their  guns  well.  Gunner  Offutt  remained  in  the  magazine  until  all  the 
powder  was  saved  on  deck  and  the  water  up  to  the  magazine  scuttle. 

After  the  ship  was  beached  everything  portable  was  landed  that 
could  be  got  at;  also  the  remaining  ammunition,  muskets,  and  cut- 
lasses. 

At  12  m.  left  the  ship  and  landed  on  the  beach,  the  water  at  that  time 
being  half  way  up  to  her  spar-deck  aft.  Officers  and  crew  remained 
ashore  until  8  p.  m.,  when  they  embarked  for  Mobile  in  the  captain's 
gig,  Tennessee's  launch,  and  first  cutter,  Gaines'  launch,  first  cutter  and 
second  cutter. 

At  8  a.  m.  August  G  arrived  off  Mobile;  transferred  offlcers  and  crew 
to  the  receiving  ship ;  so  ends  this  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  L.  LAMBEET, 
Lievtenanf,  Commanflhij  Third  T)ir)xion,  i^leanicr  Gaines. 
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[Indorsement.] 

This  report  is  unworthy  any  confidence. 

J.  W.  BENNETT. 


No.  23. 
Report  of  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Edward  Dehois,  C.  8.  Navy, 

Mobile,  Ala.,  August  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  herewith  send  this  report  of  the 
part  taken  in  action  of  the  5th  of  August  off  Fort  Morgan : 

The  engines,  boilers,  and  auxiliary  engines  remained  intact  up  to  the 
time  the  steamer  Gaines  was  beached.  During  the  engagement  the 
steamer  was  struck  under  port  counter  by  shots  from  the  enemy,  and 
was  making  water  very  fast,  which  soon  flooded  the  after  magazine  and 
shell  room.  Agreeably  to  your  orders  I  had  the  bulk-head  of  shell  room 
alongside  starboard  entrance  cut  away  to  give  the  water  egress  into 
engine  room,  as  it  was  found  that  the  limbers  could  not  lead  it  to  the 
steam  pum^is  as  fast  as  they  could  discharge  it,  as  they  were  discharg- 
ing at  the  rate  of  286  gallons  per  minute,  and  continued  at  that  rate  of 
discharge  until  the  water  raised  sufficiently  high  enough  to  put  out  the 
fires,  the  engineers  and  firemen  remaining  at  their  several  stations  until 
ordered  on  deck.  As  the  vessel  sunk  so  fast  it  was  found  impossible  to 
remove  any  part  or  parts  of  the  machinery  or  engine  stores  in  engine 
room,  and  until  she  was  beached  the  more  imperative  duties  of  engineers 
and  firemen  gave  them  no  time  to  do  so.  I  can  only  say  that  all  my 
orders  were  carried  out,  and  all  under  my  charge  acquitted  themselves 
well. 

Eespectfally, 

EDWARD  DEBOIS, 
Second  Assistant  Engineer  in  Charge,  0.  S.  Navy. 

First  Lieut.  J.  W.  Bennett, 

Commanding. 


No.  24. 

Report  of  Gunner  Z.  A.  Offutt,  C.  8.  Navy. 

0.  S.  Steamer  Nashville, 

OffMoMle,  December  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  you  as  my  commanding  officer  of  the 
0.  S.  steamer  Gaines  to  make  a  report  of  what  transpired  in  tJie 
department  of  which  I  had  charge  in  the  action  of  the  5th  of  August, 
1864,  and  in  which  the  Gaines  took  part. 

At  about  6.30  a.  m.  all  hands  were  beat  to  general  quarters.  I  imme- 
diately repaired  to  my  station  in  the  after  magazine.  I  had  not  been 
there  more  than  ten  minutes  before  the  reports  of  heavy  guns,  and 
immediately  the  demand  for  ammunition,  which  was  supplied  by  me 
very  rapidly.  Soon  after  the  action  commenced,  I  think  not  more  than 
thirty  minutes,  I  felt  a  very  severe  shock  which  caused  the  watei*  to 
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rush  rapidly  in  on  the  port  side,  aad  very  soon  the  magazine  became 
flooded  with  water.  I  immediately  informed  you  of  the  fact.  In  the 
mean  time  I  was  also  engaged  in  passing  the  powder  from  the  maga- 
zine to  the  cabin,  when  you  arrived  at  the  place  of  accident  and  saw 
how  rapidly  the  water  was  making  headway.  The  bulk-head  had  by 
this  time  been  knocked  down  to  let  the  water  run  forward.  All  this 
had  no  effect,. when  I  ex]ierjenced  another  shock  more  severe  than  the 
tirst  on  the  starboard  side  of  quarter  deck,  under  the  counter  directly 
opposite  the  one  on  the  port  side,  and  which  apparently  opened  all  the 
planking,  as  the'  body  of  water  which  rushed  in  caused  me  to  stagger,  it 
rushing  in  such  force.  Both  these  shocks  must  have  been  caused  by 
the  explosion  of  large  shells.  I  succeeded,  however,  in  saving  sill  the 
ammunition,  except  a  few  charges,  which  was  ordered  by  you  to  be  sent 
on  deck  and  conveyed  in  small  boats  to  the  shore  at  Fort  Morgan,  and 
there  placed  in  the  charge  of  the  commanding  ofl&cer  of  the  fort.  When 
the  magazine  was  abandoned  the  water  was  within  a  few  inches  of  the 
cabin  floor,  having  to  swim  myself  through  the  doorway  to  get  out  of  the 
magazine.  This  is  a  correct  statement  of  what  occurred  in  my  imme- 
diate station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  A.  OFPUTT, 
Gunner,  C.  ii.  Navy, 
First  Lieut.  J.  W.  Bennett, 

C.  S.  Wavy,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I  will  further  state  the  reason  why  I  delayed  to  make  this  re- 
port to  you;  it  was  owing  to  the  following  circumstances:  On  ray  ar- 
rival to  the  city  I  was  immediately  detached  from  your  command  and 
ordered  to  report  to  First  Lieut.  Commander  Charles  C.  Simms,  C.  S. 
steamer  Nashville,  then  fitting  out  in  a  great  luirry,  and  which  re- 
quired all  my  attention;  and  feeling  confident  that  the  executive 
officer  of  the  Gaines  (Lieutenant  Payne)  had  made  an  official  report 
of  all  that  occurred  during  the  action  which  caused  the  destruction  of 
the  Gaines,  and  never  having  had  the  opportunity  of  conversing  with 
you  before  this,  you  will  therefore  perceive  the  cause  of  my  delay. 
Eespectfully,  &c., 

Z.  A.  OFFUTT, 

C.  8.  Navy. 


No.  25. 
Complimentary  letter  from  Stephen  li.  Mallory,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Navy  Depaettvient,  C.  S.  A., 

Bidmond,  August  22,  1864. 
Commander  GEOKaE  W.  Haeriscw, 

Provisional  Navy,  C.  S.,  Commanding  Sloop  Morgan: 
Sir:  Your  letter*  of  the  11th  instant  reporting  the  engagement  of 
the  5th  instant  in  the  bay  of  Mobile,  between  the  forts  and  our  squad- 
ron and  the  enemy's  fleet  has  been  received.    The  Department  de))lores 
the  loss  and  the  suffering  of  our  brave  men  killed  and  wounded  and  the 

*  Not  found. 
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capture  of  the  Tennessee,  but  mingled  witli  its  deep  regret  is  the  con- 
viction, shared  by  their  couutrjonen  generally,  that  though  victory  was 
upon  the  side  of  overwhelming  force  the  honor  of  the  navy  was  un- 
tarnished by  defeat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MAIvLOEY, 
Seerctary  of  the  Navy. 


AUGUST  3-6,  1864 Scout  fromxCnmberland  Gap,  Tenn.,  into  Lee  County, 

Va.,  and  to  Tazewell,  Tenn.,  and  skirmish  (4th)  near  Jonesville,  Va. 

Report  of  Col.   William   Y.  Dillard,  Thirty-fourth  Kentucky  Infantry, 
commanding  First  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps. 

Hdqrs.  First  Beig.,  Foxtrth  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

Cumberland  Oap,  August  7,  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
scout  Avhich  left  this  place  on  the  3d  instant,  myself  in  command: 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  at  9  o'clock,  I  entered  Jonesville; 
two  companies  of  rebels  (I  suppose  Morgan's  men)  had  left  a  half  hour 
before  1  arrived  and  had  gone  toward  Abingdon.  Pursuing  them  a  few 
shots  were  fired  on  both  sides  and  I  succeeded  in  capturing  5  prisoners 
and  7  horses.  The  preacher  White  was  among  the  prisoners.  licav- 
iug  Jonesville  in  the  afternoon,  I  went  to  Mulberry  Cap,  and  on  the 
Sth  to  Tazewell  and  remained  there  that  night,  an(l  returned  here  on 
the  6th  at  10  a.  m.  General  Morgan  is  without  doubt  concentrating 
his  forces;  in  fact,  I  read  the  order  myself  calling  his  forces  in;  he  has, 
it  is  said,  1,500  men.  TLe  citizens  of  Lee  County  are  expecting  him. 
On  my  way  to  Jonesville  I  found  but  two  Union  citizens.  1  think  Lee 
County  will  produce  200,000  bushels  of  corn  this  year.  I  noticed  on 
my  way  that  hay,  corn,  and  oats  had  been  stored  near  the  road.  The 
crops  were  in  fine  condition,  and  I  feel  confident  that  Morgan  intends 
to  occupy  the  county. 

Hoping  that  the  above  will  meet  with  your  approval,  1  am,  captain, 
very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Y.  UILLAED, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  W.  P.  Ammen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fourth  Div.,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps. 


AUGUST  3-6,  1864. — Operations  about  Woodville,  Miss. 

Report  of  Col.  Daniel  Oober,  Sixteenth  Louisiana  Infantry,  command- 
ing mounted  infantry. 

Liberty,  Miss.,  October  i2, 1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my 
operations  around  Woodville : 

Having  received  intelligence  by  courier  that  the  enemy  had  landed 
on  the  morning  of  the  3d  at  Bayou  Sara  and  were  moving  in  the  di- 
rection of  Woodville,  in  order  to  covei-  Woodville  1  moved  and  took 
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position  on  the  Bayou  Sara  and  Woodville  road.  I  was  then  ordered 
by  a  dispatch  from  General  Hodge  to  assume  command  of  Colonel 
Powers'  regiment,  and  to  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  move  by  a  road 
that  would  be  designated.  From  this  position  I  sent  scouts  down  the 
road  leading  to  Bayou  Sara  as  far  as  Laurel  Hill. 

At  3.30  p.  m.  of  the  4th,  by  telegram  from  General  Hodge,  I  was  in- 
formed that  the  enemy  were  two  miles  from  Jackson,  directing  me  to 
move  with  a  sufficient  force  and  attack  his  flank  or  rear.  At  4  p.  m.  I 
moved  on  the  Bayou  Sara  road  to  Mr.  Chinn's,  where  1  found  Colonel 
Powers  with  about  sixty  men,  who  informed  me  that  the  enemy  were 
in  force  just  below  us.  The  enemy  had  possession  of  all  the  roads 
leading  to  Whitaker  Springs,  and  I  found  it  impossible  (impracticable) 
to  execute  the  order  I  had  received. 

At  daylight,  5th  instant,  I  moved  forward  and  found  that  the  enemy 
had  withdrawn  his  pickets  from  Mr.  Yalston's  to  the  junction  of  the 
Whitaker  Springs  and  Woodville  roads,  his  camp  being  half  a  mile 
beyond.  At  the  approach  of  my  advance  guard  this  outpost  fled.  I 
then  formed  line  of  battle  and  ordered  forward  my  advance  guard, 
which  soon  came  up  to  his  rear  guard.  His  withdrawal  had  uncovered 
the  road  I  desired  to  take,  but  the  delay  had  prevented  me  from  attack- 
ing as  I  had  been  ordered,  and  the  guns  of  Colonel  Scott  assured  me 
he  was  driving  the  enemy  before  him.  I  moved  after  the  column  in  my 
front,  but  di  d  not  come  to  any  general  engagement.  Skirmished  with  his 
rear  guard  until  he  reached  Saint  Francisville,  where  he  fired  a  few  shots 
from  a  battery  in  position.  Soon  after  entering  Saint  Francisville  I  met 
Colonel  Scott,  about  which  time  a  courier  arrived,  stating  that  the  en- 
emy, 4,000  strongj  had  landed  at  Tunica  and  were  moving  on  Woodville. 
Colonel  Scott  ordered  me  bac"k  to  Woodville,  and  said  he  would  come 
to  my  assistance.  I  dispatched  Captain  McKowen  with  his  company 
and  Powers'  men  in  the  direction  of  Tunica,  instructing  him  that  in  the 
event  the  enemy  had  moved  toward  Woodville  to  follow  him  and  join 
me  at  that  place.  With  my  cavalry  and  three  pieces  of  artillery  I 
moved  rapidly  on  WoodAdUe,  endeavoring  to  reach  it  before  the  enemy. 
At  9  p  m.  (5th)  I  came  up  to  Woodville  and  found  the  enemy  had 
entered  at  dark  and  occupied  the  town.  As  I  had  possession  of  the 
Whitestown  road  (the  only  one  left  for  my  retreat),  I  determined  to 
remain  until  morning  and  to  await  the  return  of  Captain  McKowen, 
when  I  would  withdraw  on  the  Liberty  road.  Dispatched  courier  for 
his  rapid  return.  While  waiting  anxiously  the  return  of  Captain  Mc- 
Kowen the  enemy  was  seen  advancing  in  strong  force  upon  me  in  my 
front  and  on  my  right  and  left.  My  only  hope  of  escape  was  to  drive 
back  the  column  on  my  right,  which  was  threatening  to  cut  off  my  re- 
treat. 1  ordered  Captain  Holmes  to  open  his  guns  on  this  column  while 
I  charged  it  with  the  cavalry.  The  guns  were  immediately  put  in  posi- 
tion and  directed  upon  this  column.  The  cavalry  started  off  in  fljie 
style,  but  upon  nearing  the  enemy  recoiled,  and  after  iiring  a  few  shots 
gave  way. 

Captain  Holmes  and  his  men  acted  with  great  coolness  and  bravery, 
using  his  guns  until  he  was  completely  surroundered  and  overpowered. 

My  loss  was  6  killed,  3  wounded,  and  (with  those  captured  with  my 
wagons)  about  30  captured. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  GOBEE, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  N.  T.  N.  Robinson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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AUGUST  4-6,  1864.— Expedition  from  Natchez,  Miss.,  to  Gillespie's  Plan- 
tation, La.,  and  skirmish. 

Report  of  Col.  Bernard  G.  Farrar,  Sixth  U.  S.   Colored  Heavy  Artil- 
lery. 

Headquaetees  Foet  McPheeson, 

Natchez,  Miss.,  August  7, 1864. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  instructions  from 
the  general  commanding,  I  proceeded  with  detachments  of  the  Sixth 
U.  S.  Colored  Artillery,  324 men,  Major  Coleman  commanding;  Twenty- 
eighth  Illinois  Infantry,  222  men.  Captain  Presson  commanding ;  Twen- 
ty-ninth Illinois  Infantry,  120  men,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Callicott  com- 
manding ;  Fifty-eighth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  350  men,  Colonel  Preston 
commanding;  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry,  160  men.  Colonel  Wallace  com- 
manding, on  board  transports  to  the  Whitehall  plantation,  five  miles 
below  Vidalia,  where  the  troops  were  disembarked.  At  the  same  time 
Lieutenant-Colonel  McCaleb,  commanding  at  Vidalia,  was  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Grosse  Bayou  with  400  infantry.  Captain  Harberts  command- 
ing; 100  cavalry,  Captain  Wallace;  one  section  Company  K,  Second 
Illinois  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Piatt  commanding;  one  section  Sixth  U. 
S.  Colored  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Neihardt  commanding,  and  there  join 
the  main  body  under  my  command.  On  the  disembarkation  of  the 
troops  at  Whitehall,  which  was  effected  about  8  p.  m.,  the  column  was 
put  in  motion  and  marched  in  the  direction  of  the  Stacy  plantation, 
five  miles  east  of  Trinity,  where  a  rebel  brigade  of  800  men  was  su])- 
posed  to  be  encamped.  By  a  rapid  and  secret  night  march  through  the 
swamp  along  a  road  seldom  traveled,  I  hoped  to  surprise  the  enemy, 
and  crush  them  before  re-enforcements  could  arrive  from  Walker's  [com- 
mand], then  encamped  beyond  the  Ouachita.  Owing  to  the  intense  dark- 
ness of  the  night,  and  the  almost  impenetrable  density  of  the  wood,  the 
command  had  to  be  piloted  through  by  torchlight  and  in  single  file  for 
three  miles.  Two  miles  this  side  of  the  Cosgrove  plantation  our  ad- 
vance was  fired  on  by  the  enemy's  pickets.  Colonel  Wallace,  command- 
ing the  cavalry,  was  ordered  to  move  forward  with  the  utmost  rapidity 
and  drive  the  enemy  from  their  position.  But  feeble  resistance  was 
offered  our  advance.  On  our  arrival  at  the  Stacy  plantation  at  7  a.  m. 
we  found  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  the  position  the  night  previous 
and  moved  across  the  Tensas  in  the  direction  of  Harrisonburg,  when  they 
encamped  on  the  Gilbert  plantation.  A  few  minutes  after  our  arrival  a 
junction  was  formed  with  thecavalry  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCaleb, 
who  had  crossed  the  bayou  with  but  little  opposition,  and  had  moved 
down  as  instructed  with  his  cavalry  to  effect  a  junction  with  my  com- 
mand. The  men  having  marched  all  night,  I  ordered  Colonel  Preston  to 
halt  the  infantry  until  4  o'clock  and  then  proceed  as  far  as  Grosse  Bayou 
on  their  return  home,  and  encamp  there  until  12  o'clock  that  night.  Not 
being  able  to  procure  forage  here,  I  moved  with  the  cavalry  force  to  the 
Gillespie  plantation,  on  which  the  infantry  and  artillery  which  had  come 
from  Vidalia  were  then  encamped.  At  2  p.  m.  the  vedette  reported  a 
large  cavalry  force  approaching  along  the  levee  from  the  Gilbert  plan- 
tation, on  the  Tensas.  Ordering  the  infantry  and  artillery  to  take  up  a 
goodpositionbehind  the  levee,  I"  moved  forward  with  the  cavalry  to 
attack  the  enemy.  About  one  mile  distant  I  found  them  about  350 
strong  in  line  of  battle,  with  their  left  covered  with  plantation  build- 
ings, and  the  right  in  an  open  cotton-field.  Forming  my  men  in  Inie,  I 
advanced  upon  the  enemy,  and,  arrived  within  200  yards  of  their  posi- 
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tion,  cliarged  with  my  command.  Our  advance  was  met  by  a  heavy 
lire,  both  from  the  line  in  the  field  and  from  men  in  the  houses,  but  my 
men  pressing  forward  with  determination  and  getting  to  close  quarters, 
the  rebels  broke  and  scattered  in  all  directions.  They  were  vigorously 
followed  up  and  driven  over  four  miles,  when  I  ordered  the  pursuit  to 
end.  The  result  of  the  skirmish  was  the  killing  of  4  men,  one  Captain 
Newman,  and  one  reported  to  be  Captain  Williams,  of  Taylor's  staff, 
and  the  capture  of  8  prisoners— 2  of  whom  were  Avounded,  1  mortally. 
On  our  side  Captain  Wardlaw,  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry,  received  a 
severe  wound  in  the  leg  while  gallantly  charging  at  the  head  of  his  men, 
and  2  privates  were  wounded  slightly. 

The  entire  command  arrived  safely  at  Vidalia  on  the  morning  of  the 
6th  at  7  o'clock,  having  accomplished  in  thirty-five  hours  a  march  of 
forty-one  miles.  The  entire  command  endured  the  severe  march  with 
fortitude,  and  their  officers  cheerfully  co-operating  with  me  in  securing 
the  success  of  the  expedition. 

I  desire  particularly  to  call  the  attention  of  the  general  commanding 
to  the  energy  and  resolution  displayed  by  a  detachment  ef  the  Sev- 
entieth U.  S.  [Colored]  Infantry,  commanded  by  Sergt.  H.  L.  Williams,  in 
charge  of  a  12-pounder  howitzer,  which  they  succeeded  in  bringing 
through  the  wood  and  swamps  over  roads  almost  impassable  for  cavalry 
and  infantry,  frequently  unlimberiug  and  dragging  the  gun  by  hand  over 
places  where  the  horses  could  not  be  worked.  Under  charge  of  a  less 
resolute  man  the  piece  would  have  been  abandoned  in  the  swamp. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  FAERAK, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Fort  McPherson. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Odlin, 

Assistant  A  djutan  t-  General. 


AUGUST  7,  1864. — Confederate  raid  in  Union  County,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Capt.  James   W.  Branson,  First  Temiessee  {Union)  Infantry, 
Deputy  Provost-Marshal. 

Office  Peovost-Maeshal, 
Maynardville,  Tenn.,  August  8,  1864. 
GFiNERAL :  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  report  to  you  one  of  the  most 
shameful  and  disastrous  rebel  raids  yet  made  in  this  section  of  the 
country.  This  raid  was  headed,  as  I  understand,  by  the  notorious  Bill 
(libbs,  at  the  head  of  about  eighty  of  the  most  villainous  gang  of  cut- 
throats, robbers,  and  assassins  with  which  our  country  is  cursed.  They 
came  within  three  miles  of  this  place  about  daylight  yesterday  morning. 
They  came  down  from  the  neighborhood  of  Thorn  Hill,  Grainger 
County,  about  which  place  some  of  them  may  be  found  »t  any  time. 
Their  headquarters  are  said  to  be  Eogersville,  but  they  are  seldom  so 
far  off.  Their  whole  aim  in  this  raid  seemed  to  be  to  do  all  the  devil- 
ment possible,  murder  and  plunder  their  chief  characteristic.  Up  to 
this  time  I  am  advised  of  their  brutal  murder  of  three  men,  and  they 
threaten  to  kill  all  prisoners,  and  I  greatly  fear  they  will  do  so.  The  three 
men  thus  murdered  are  Scott  McPhetridge,  Samuel  Bunch,  and  James 
Ford  (citizens).  They  also  have  taken  off  as  prisoners  the  following  loyal 
citizens:  Eev.  William  Hickle,  William  Hickle,  jr.,  John  Eichard,  A. 
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Majors  (soldier),  C.  Dyer  (soldier),  H.  Jones,  N.  Branson  (soldier),  F. 
Harsell,  F.  M.  Buckner,  Jacob  Shelton  and  son,  and  Z.  Nedeham,  besides 
others  whose  names  I  have  not  yet  learned.  They  were  more  flendlike 
than  any  ever  known  in  this  country,  robbing  houses  in  such  a  wanton 
manner  as  to  show  that  destruction  was  their  aim.  They  went  on  shoot- 
ing at  any  and  all  who  tried  to  get  out  of  their  way. 

Now,  general,  the  Union  citizens  of  this  country  call  aloud  for  re- 
taliation in  so  far  as  to  arrest  immediately  as  many  rebel  citizens  as 
they  took  of  ours,  to  be  held  as  hostages,  that  the  return  of  ours  may 
thereby  be  secured.  This  is  the  prayer  of  this  community,  and  they 
respectfully  ask  the  same  of  you  through  me.  Will  you  give  an  order 
to  this  effect,  accompanied  Avith  the  means  to  carry  it  out?  It  will  be 
imj)ossible  to  find  enough  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  devilment  who 
have  not  taken  the  oath,  but  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  there  are  some 
Avho  have  taken  the  oath  whom  it  would  not  be  amiss  to  arrest  as  host- 
ages, yet  there  might  be  enough  found  without  taking  such.  Would 
it  not  be  proper  to  iiroceed  in  this  way?  At  the  same  time  let  them 
know  what  they  are  arrested  for,  and  that  as  our  men  are  treated  so 
Mill  they  be. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  BEANSON, 
Captain  and  Deputy  Provost-Marshal. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter, 

Provost-Marshal-  General. 

[First  iudorsement.] 

Office  Provost-Marshal-General,  of  East  Tennessee, 

Knoxi'illc,  Tenn.,  August  10, 1864. 
Resi)ectfully  forwarded  to  department  headquarters  for  consideration. 
It  is  recommended  that  a  small  mounted  force  be  sent  to  Union 
County  to  arrest  the  hostages,  in  case,  the  major-general  commanding 
approves  the  policy.  There  are  only  about  twenty  infantry  at  May- 
nardviUe,  Tenn.  It  is  also  very  desirable  to  rid  the  countey  of  the 
armed  rebels  who  have  committed  so  many  deinedations  in  Grainger 
and  Hawkins  Counties. 

S.  P.  CARTEK, 
Brigadier- General  and  Provost-Marshal-General  of  East  Tennessee. 

[Second  indoracment.l 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

August  16,  1864. 

Respectfully  returned. 

This  policy  may  and  should  be  adoi)ted  if  we  have  the  power  to  execute 
it  so  thoroughly  [asj  to  secure  protection  to  loyal  citizens.  Otherwise  it 
will  simply  result  in  general  murder,  plunder,  and  depopulation  of  East , 
Tennessee.  If  small  bands  of  robbers  and  murderers  cannot  be  driven 
out  or  destroyed,  retaliation  will  only  beget  retaliation ,  by  which  the  loyal 
majority  of  East  Tennessee  must  necessarily  suffer  the  most.  General 
Ammen,  commanding  District  of  East  Tennessee,  is  authorized  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  he  may  deem  wise  and  expedient  for  the  protection  of 
the  loyal  people. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 


462  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TKNN.,  MISS.,  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  U.  : 

AUGUST  12-14,  1864.— Operations  in  Madison  County,  Ala. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Bohert  S.  Granger,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Dis- 
trict of  Northern  Alabama. 

Headquarters  District  of  Northern  Alabama, 

Huntsville,  August  18,  1864. 
Major  :  On  the  12th  of  this  month  a  detachment  of  Tennessee  cavalry 
left  here  and  marched  to  within  seven  miles  of  Fayetteville,  turned  east, 
scouted  the  country  on  headwaters  of  Flint  Eiver  and  near  New  Mar- 
ket, and  returned  here  on  the  14th  after  having  marched  all  one  mght. 
The  commanding  officer  of  the  party  reports  the  guerriUas  as  having 
left  that  section  of  country  and  taken  with  them  all  their  stolen  plun- 
der and  their  families.  Citizens  represent  that  they  have  left  with  a 
view  of  crossing  the  Tennessee  Eiver.  I  have  had  all  the  mounted  men 
of  the  Twelfth  Indiana  Cavalry  scouting  between  Flint  Eiver  and  Paint 
Eock.  They  have  killed  and  wounded  a  number.  They  are  stUl  in 
considerable  force  in  that  neighborhood.  Before  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  from  General  Milroy  I  had  ordered  three  companies  of 
Tennessee  cavalry  to  co-operate  with  Colonel  Anderson  to  clean  out  the 
country.  They  would  have  been  off  three  days  since,  but  required  rest 
after  their  trip  north.  They  leave  immediately.  Colonel  Spalding  has 
been  ordered  to  send  a  force  in  the  direction  indicated  in  your  commu- 
nication. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      '  E.  S.  GEANGEE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  B.  H.  Polk,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


AUGUST  13,  1864. — Operations  about  Shawneetown,  HI. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  P.  Meintzelman,  commanding  Northern  De- 
partment. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  August  16, 1864. 

(Eeceived  4  p.  m.) 

On  Saturday  Colonel  Johnson,  with  some  1,500  men,  captured  three 
steamers,  part  loaded  with  Government  cattle,  and  crossed  the  Ohio  near 
Shawneetown  into  Illinois.  I  have  not  learned  as  yet  what  course  he 
is  taking.  General  Carrington  is  assembling  and  sending  in  pursuit  all 
available  troops,  and  General  Burbridge  has  also  been  telegraphed  to 
co-operate.  I  also  telegraphed  the  naval  commander  for  the  aid  of  the 
gun-boats.  Ihave  a  handbill  calling  for  a  grand  mass-meeting  at  Spring- 
field, 111.,  on  August  18,  to  come  fully  prepared  with  provisions  and 
equipments  for  encampment  during  the  trip.  I  have  authorized 
Colonel  Oakes  to  arm  such  men  as  he  has,  and  hold  them  in  readiness 
for  the  emergency.  General  Paine  left  here  this  morning  for  Sprin  gfield. 
I  have  frequent  applications  for  troops  to  guard  bridges  on  railroads  and 
other  imijortant  points,  and  to  aid  the  enrollment  of&cers,  but  have  none 
to  give.* 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAJSr, 

Major- General. 

Major-General  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff. 

*  See  also  August  1&-22,  1864. — Expedition  from  Mount  Vernon,  Ind.,  into  Ken- 
tucky, p.  465. 
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AUGUST  14-16,  1864.— Scout  from  Mayfield,  Ky.,  and  skirmish. 

Report  of  Col.  Waters  W.  McGliesney,  One  hundred  and  thirty -fourth 

Illinois  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Post, 
Mayfield,  Ky.,  August  15, 186-1. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  detachment  of  the  Third  Illi- 
nois Cavalry,  sent  out  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  General  Paiue,  has 
returned,  and  report  that  they  found  two  rebel  pickets  at  the  bridge,  one 
mile  this  side  of  Feliciana,  but  no  force  in  the  town.  Receiving  infor- 
mation that  a  party  of  rebels  were  on  or  near  the  Mayfield  and  Dukedom 
road  the  detachment  marched  immediately,  taking  Mr.  McFaddin  with 
them.  Two  miles  and  a  half  from  town  the  advance  guard  came  upon 
six  or  eight  rebels  at  Bethel  Chui-ch,  but  owing  to  confusion  among  the 
women,  which  was  taken  advantage  of  by  the  rebels  by  using  their 
persons  to  shield  themselves  from  the  guns  of  the  guard,  who  could  not 
fire  without  shooting  the  women,  the  rebels  made  busli  and  got  away. 
We  captured  5  horses.  They  then  pushed  rapidly  after  Garland,  on  the 
Dukedom  and  Mayfield  road,  and  came  ui)  with  him  and  dispersed  his 
band  of  sixty  men,  wounding  2  men  and  killing  1  horse.  At  the  time 
discovered  the  scoundrels  were  robbing  a  Union  man  by  the  name  of 
Caraway,  living  at  Viola,  who  was  on  his  way  to  Weakley  County, 
Tenu.  They  had  taken  $250  from  him  and  were  playing  cards.  The 
loser  of  the  game  was  to  kUl  the  old  man.  They  threw  out  scouts  and 
tried  to  entrap  the  rebels,  but  could  not  come  up  with  them,  and  having 
had  a  ride  of  forty  miles  without  rest  and  horses  jaded,  they  returned  to 
Mayfield. 

As  Captain  Carnahan  has  not  turned  over  the  property  taken  I  am 
unable  to  report  to  you  this  morning  the  amount  received. 
I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  McCHESNEY, 
Colonel  134th  Illinois  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 

Capt.  Phelps  Paine, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


AUGUST  15,  1864. — Scout  from  Triana  to  Valhermoso  Springs,  Ala. 

Report  of  Maj.  Alfred  B.  Wade,  Seventy -third  Indiana  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Seventy-third  Indiana  Ini?antry, 

Triana,  Ala.,  August  16,  1864. 
Capt.  H.  H.  EOWB, 

Actg.  Assistant  Inspector- General,  Bist.  of  Northern  Alabama: 
Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  journal  of  march  from  Triana,  Ala., 
to  Valhermoso  Springs,  Ala.,  and  return. 

The  expedition  resulted  in  the  capture  of  25  head  of  horses  and 
mules,  4  oxen,  2  prisoners,  and  several  guns;  also  the  destruction  of 
two  saltpeter-works.  There  are  other  works  in  the  neighborhood,  but  I 
did  not  discover  them.  The  saltpeter  manufactured  here  is  shipped  to 
powder-mills  at  Blue  Mountain,  according  to  information  from  citizens. 
From  the  same  source  I  learn  that  Captains  Spain,  White,  and  Jink 
Jordan  are  raising  conscript  companies  in  Morgan  County. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  '  A.  B.  WADE, 

Major,  Commanding. 
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[iDclosure.] 

Headquartees  Seventy-third  Indiana  Infantry, 

Triana,  Ala.,  August  16, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  liave  the  lionor  to  report  that  I  left  camp  yesterday  at  3  a.  m. 
with  a  detachment  of  100  men  (the  whole,  available  force  at  this  post 
excepting  pickets).  By  means  of  one  flat  and  one  pontoon  boat  I 
crossed  the  Tennessee  liiver  with  the  whole  force  by  5  a.  m.  Marched 
due  south  one  mile,  where  a  corral  of  thirty  horses  was  discovered. 
Part  of  these  had  been  stolen  and  run  south  through  our  lines;  some 
belonged  to  persons  now  within  our  lines,  who  came  over  secretly.  The 
balance  belonged  to  soldiers  and  Major  Eaglaud,upon  whose  plantation 
they  werefouud.  At  tliis  point  asquad  of  mymeu  surprised  four  soldiers, 
capturing  2  of  them.  Leaving  a  detachment  in  charge  otUhese  horses, 
I  marched  south-southeast  two  miles  and  a  half,  to  the  plantation  of 
James  Grantlin,  and  destroyed  a  sal tjieter- work  belonging  to  the  Con- 
federate Government.  Scouts  were  seen  on  several  roads,  but  none 
captured.  I  then 'marched  the  command  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  Val- 
hermoso  Springs,  six  miles  from  the  river.  Here  the  advance  guard  was 
fired  into  by  a  squad  of  eight  or  ten  rebel  cavalry.  They  were  easily 
driven  off,  when  I  effectually  destroyed  another  saltpeter-work  located 
at  this  point,  breaking  the  kettles  and  burning  the  building.  Eeturu- 
ing  by  the  same  route,  I  reached  camp  at  1.30  p.  m.,  having  recrossed 
the  river  with  25  head  of  horses  and  mules,  4  beef-cattle,  3  prisoners, 
several  guns,  »nd  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  A  squad  of  fourteen  men, 
under  command  of  a  sergeant,  crossed  at  Gillsport  at  the  same  time, 
but  without  important  results.  A  squad  of  fourteen  men,  under  com- 
mand of  a  sergeant,  crossed  at  Limestone  Point,  but  discovered  nothing. 
A  small  squad  crossed  at  Draper's  Ferry,  aud  captured  1  canoe  and  1 
mule.  Journals  of  the  different  parties  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as 
completed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  WADE, 
Major  Heventy-third  Indiana,  Comvianding. 

Lieut.  Charles  T.  Hewitt, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


AUGUST  15,  1864.— Eaid  on  Nashville  and  Northwestern  Eailroad,  Tenn. 

Beport  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  L.  Donaldson,  U.  8.  Army,  Chief  Quarter- 
master, Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

Chief  Quartermaster's  Office, 
Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  August  16,  1864. 
General:  As  I  anticipated,  a  raid  was  made  on  the  j^orthwestern 
railroatl  last  night  aud  600  cords  of  w»od  destroyed,  as  well  as  some  of 
the  employes  carried  off,  and  perhaps  murdered.  V/e  have  a  large 
number  of  horses  and  cattle  now  at  JohnsouviUe,  and  it  is  exceedingly 
unportant  that  they  should  be  brought  here.  How  is  this  to  be  ef- 
fected?    Unless  the  Northwestern  railroad  is  properly  guardled  we 
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shall  liiivc  terrible  dis<aster  and  stop])iigc  of  supplies.  A  reguricnt  of 
troo])s  must  at  once  be  j)laced  at  iinijortaut  points  oii  tlie  road,  and  men 
sent  to  Joliusonvillc  to  drive  cattle  liere. 

Very  respeetfiillv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  DONALDSON, 
Chief  Quartermaster,  Ihj^arimcnt  of  the  Cumberland. 

Miij.  Gen.  L.  II.  Eoussbatt, 

Comviandiiiff  JJintriet  of  Tennenxee. 

[Kirat  iudofsomciit.] 
llEADQUAKTEBS   DlSTBlCT   Ol'   TENNESSEE, 

Nashville,  August  J G,  1801. 

llesY»ectfully  forwarded  for  tlie  information  of  tlie  major-genei'al  com- 
umndiiig  tlie  department. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  inq)oitance  of  sulfieiently  guarding  the  Nash- 
ville and  Northwestern  Itailroad,  bnt  am  at  a  loss  from  what  ])art  of 
my  district  trooi)S  for  that  i)urpose  should  be  taken,  since  almost  every 
one  is  asking  for  more  troops.  The  only  forces  now  on  the  road  are  the 
Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  and  detachments  of  the  Fortieth  and  Oiie 
hundredth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  detachments  of  dismountcjd  cavalry, 
and  one  battery  at  Johnsonville.  Every  man  that  can  bo  si)ared  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  post  of  Nashville  is  now  escorting  stock,  and  all  the  posts 
on  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  liailroad  are  depleted  by  details  for 
that  piu"x)ose. 

LOVELL  H.  EOUSSEAU, 

■Major- General. 

[Sccimd  iiuloracinout.] 
IlKADfJl'AllTEHS    DEPARTMENT   OF   THE    CUMBEULAND, 

Before  Atlanta,  August  ;J0,  ISiii. 

Tiespcetfully  returned. 

Tlie  general  commamling  the  department  is  eqiuilly  "at  a  loss"  with 
the  general  commanding  the  district  from  what  part  of  his  de])artment 
troops  can  be  taken  for  the  purpos(i  indicated  in  this  letter.  If  all  ap- 
l)lications  to  send  troops  to  the  rear  wer(!  attended  to  there  would  be 
nobody  left  to  ligiit  at  the  front.  P>ut  he  is  dciiidedly  of  o]>inion  that 
three  regiments  and  a,  battery  ought  to  hold  the  road. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas : 

HENRY  STONE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


AUGUST  16-22, 1864. — Expedition  from  Mount  Vernon,  Ind.,  into  Kentucky, 
including  skirmishes  at  White  Oak  Springs  (17th),  Geiger's  Lake  (18th), 
and  Smith's  Mills  (19th). 

Report  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Alvin  P.  Jlovcy,  U.  S,  Army. 

Headquakters  District  of  Indiana, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  September  8, 1864. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  expe- 
diti(m  in  Keiitncky  from  the  IGth  to  the  22d  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1864: 
licing  at  Mcmn't  Vernon,  Ind.,  awaiting  commands  under  a  verbal 
order  iioju  the.  Secretary  of  War,  and  having  received  reliable  infor- 
yo  li  R — VOL,  XXXIX,   PT   1 
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mation  that  Colonels  Johnson  and  Sypert,  of  the  Confederate  Army, 
were  collecting  a  large  force  in  Union  and  Henderson  Counties,  Ky., 
numbering  from  1,000  to  2,000,  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  the  Ohio  Biver 
and  destroyingthetowiis  on  the  Indiana  border,  I  wrote  to  Maior-General 
Hughes,  of  the  Indiana  Legion,  then  at  Evansville,  Ind.,  directing  the 
defense  of  the  border,  stating  that  if  sufficient  force  could  be  raised  I 
would  cross  the  river  and  attack  the  camps  reported  at  and  near  Mor- 
ganfleld,  Ky.,  hoping  to  surprise  and  capture  a  large  number  of  the 
force  then  engaged  in  conscription  and  plunder.    By  the  aid  of  Major- 
General  Hughes,  and  by  my  own  exertions,  1  had  on  the  morning  of 
the  17th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1864,  at  Mount  Vernon,  lud.,  the  For- 
ty-sixth Eegiment  Indiana  Infantry  Volunteers,  Colonel  Brmghurst 
commanding,  200  men ;  the  non-veterans  of  the  Thirty-second  Eegi- 
ment Indiana  Infantry  Volunteers,  Colonel  Erdelmeyer  commanding, 
200  men ;   several  parts  of  companies  of  infantry  and  three  companies 
of  cavalry  of  the  Indiana  Legion,  from  the  counties  of  Vanderburg, 
Warrick,  and  Posey,  making  a  force  of  750,  infantry  and  cavalry; 
to  this  was  added   five  pieces  of  artillery  belonging  to  the  Indiana 
Legion.    The  artillery  not  having  horses  it  became  necessary  to  press 
them  for  the  guns,  which  was  done  by  myself  in  Posey  County,  and 
by  General  Hughes  in  Vanderburg  County,  Ind.    I  also  detained  five 
steamers— the  Dunleath,  Cottage,  General  Halleck,  Jennie  Hopkins,  and 
Jeannette  Eogers— for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the  infantry  and  to 
ferry  the  cavalry  and  artillery  across  the  river.    On  the  morning  of  the 
17th  I  started  from  Mount  Vernon,  Ind.,  with  the  infantry  and  artillery 
on  transports,  sending  the  cavalry  along  the  Indiana  shore  until  they 
arrived  opposite  Uniontown,  Ky.,  there  to  cross  on  the  transports  sent 
for  that  purpose.    We  arrived  at  Uniontown,  Ky.,  at  2  p.  m.    Up  to  this 
time  the  movement,  its  object,  and  destination  were  a  complete  secret.    I 
immediately  moved  out  upon  the  Morganfield  road,  skirmishing  slightly 
with  the  enemy's  pickets ;  struck  a  camp  at  White  Oak  Sprin  gs,  two  miles 
south  of  Morganfield,  Ky.,  about  5  p.  m.,  capturing  a  few  prisoners  and 
scattering  Johnson's  force  in  all  directions.    On  the  18th  I  marched  rap- 
idly and  at  an  early  hour  to  Geiger's  Lake,  nine  miles  west  of  Morgan- 
field,  where  a  large  camp  was  reported ,  sending  cavalry  in  the  direction  of 
Shawneetown,  who  were  to  form  a  junction  and  act  with  the  infantry. 
On  arrival  found  the  camp  had  been  deserted  the  night  before,  on  hear- 
ing of  our  advance.    The  cavalry  skirmished  slightly,  taking  a  few 
prisoners,  but  meeting  no  considerable  force  of  the  enemy.    At  6  p.  m. 
General  Hughes  reached  Morganfield  with  the  information  that  General 
Paine  had  landed  at  Uniontown  with  2,000  and  General  Prentiss  at 
Shawneetown  with  2,000  U.  S.  troops,  upon  which  information  I  started 
on  the  19th  for  Henderson,  Ky.,  by  way  of  Smith's  Mills,  at  which  point 
the  advance  met  a  small  body  of  the  enemy,  whom  they  charged,  taking 
a  few  prisoners,  including  1  commissioned  officer.  Captain  Bates,  assist- 
ant adjutant-general  to  Colonel  Sypert,  who  was  severely  wounded. 
Here  I  lost  1  man  severely  wounded.    The  Indiana  Legion  being  un- 
prepared for  a  campaign,  I  subsisted  partially  upon  the  country.    The 
total  number  of  prisoners  taken  was  3  commissioned  officers  and  30 
enlisted  men.    We  also  captured  several  horses  and  mules. 

I  desire  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  Maj.  Gen.  James  Hughes,  of 
the  Indiana  Legion,  for  his  assistance  both  in  collecting  the  force  and 
conducting  the  expedition;  also  to  Col.  John  A.  Mann,  of  the  Indiana 
Legion ;  Colonel  Bringhurst,  of  the  Forty-sixth  Eegiment  Indiana  In- 
fantry Volunteers ;  Colonel  Erdelmeyer  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mank, 
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of  the  Thirty-second  Indiana  Infantry  Volunteers,  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  their  command,  for  their  cheerful  co-operation  and  prompt 
execution  of  orders. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVIN  P.  HOVEY, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army. 


AUGUST  20,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Pine  Bluff,  Tenn. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Elijah  G.  Brott,  Eighty-third  Illinois  Infantry. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Fort  Bonelson,  Tenn.,  August  25, 1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  a  skir- 
mish between  a  portion  of  rebel  General  Woodward's  command,  num- 
bering 110  men,  and  Capt.  William  W.  Turnbull,  Company  B,  Eighty- 
third  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  eleven  men  of  his  company : 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant  Captain  Turnbull  received  orders 
from  these  headquarters  to  proceed  with  his  company  as  gTiard  to  tele- 
graph repairers  on  line  leading  to  Sraithland,  Ky.  On  the  morning 
of  the  20th,  near  the  Great  Western  Furnace,  a  distance  of  about 
fifteen  miles  from  the  fort,  a  citizen  reported  to  the  captain  six  guer- 
rillas. The  captain  learning  by  going  across  the  rebels  would  be  obliged 
to  travel  thsee  miles  while  the  captain  would  reach  the  same  place 
in  traveling  one  mile,  hoping  thereby  to  capture  the  six  guerrillas, 
the  .captain,  with  eleven  men,  started  in  pursuit;  but  on  reaching  said 
place  the  guerrillas  had  preceded  him  a  very  few  minutes.  The  cai> 
tain  and  men  followed  nearly  to  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  a  distance  of 
six  or  eight  miles  from  his  camp.  Came  near  enough  to  the  guerrillas 
to  fire  a  volley  into  them.  Captured  from  them  1  horse  and  1  gun.  The 
captain  then  concluded  to  return  to  camp,  and  when  but  a  short  dis- 
tance on  his  return  he  was  met  by  110  men  of  Woodward's  command, 
who  fired  into  the  captain  and  party  at  a  distance  of  about  twenty 
yards,  the  captain  returning  the  fire.  The  rebels  then  chai'ged  on  and 
overpowered  them,  killing  the  captain  and  7  men,  horribly  mutilating 
their  bodies,  their  heads  and  faces  terribly  beaten,  and  from  two  to  four 
bullets  in  each.  One  man  being  wounded  and  left  on  the  field  was  car- 
ried by  ladies  to  the  house  of  a  citizen.  While  lying  on  a  couch  a  second 
party  came  up.  One  of  the  fiends  seeing  the  wounded  soldier  fired  his 
pistol  at  him  three  times  and  killed  him.  Two  men  escaped  and  reached 
the  fort  in  safety,  and  2  more  taken  prisoners.  A  detachment  con- 
sisting of  Company  B,  mounted  infantry,  and  Battery  C,  Second  Illi- 
nois Light  Artillery,  Capt.  James  P.  Flood  commanding,  found  the 
bodies  on  the  ground  where  the  fight  had  occurred,  gathered  for  burial 
by  the  citizens.  The  body  of  Captain  Turnbull  was  found  some  dis- 
tance from  the  scene  of  strife,  he,  it  seems,  having  fallen  back  and 
defended  himself  until  overpowered  and  killed. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  BEOTT, 
Lieutenant-  Co  lone  I,  Commanding-  Post. 

Col.  A.  A.  Smith, 

Commanding  Clarksville  and  Bonelson. 
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AUGUST  21,  1864.— Attack  on  Memphis,  Tenn. 

No.    1. — Maj.  Gen.  IJiidwalliidor  C.  Waslilnini,  U.  S.  Army,  coiiinian<ling  BiKtrict  of 

West  TeuncNsi^c. 
No.    2. — Lieut.  Col.  AVilliani  11.  Thurston,  As.sistant  Inspector-General,   Sixteenth 

Army  Corjis. 
No.    3. — Brig.  Gen.  Ealph  P.   Bnckland,  U.  S.  Army,  commanrlinjj;  District  of  Mem- 
phis. 

No.  4. — Col.  George  B.  Hogc,  One  hnndreil  and  thirteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  com- 
manding First  Brigade. 

No.  5. — Col.  John  Wood,  One  hnndred  and  thirty-sevcntli  Illinois  Infantry,  of  casu- 
alties in  the  Third  Brigade. 

No.  6. — Col.  Kdwiu  L.  Buttrick,  Thirty-ninth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  commanding 
Fourth  Brigade. 

No.    7. — Sorgt.  Horatio  M.  Price,  Seventh  Wisconsin  Battery. 

No.  8.  — Capt.  Charles  R.  Eiggs,  Sixty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  First  Brigade 
Colored  Troops. 

No.    9. — Liont.  Co].  William  B.  Bell,  Eighth  Iowa  Infantry  (unassignod). 

No.  10.— Lieut.  Ruthvcn  W.  Pike,  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Acting  Assistant  Adjn- 
tant-Goueral,  of  casualties  in  the  Cavalry  Corps,  District  of  West  Ten- 
nessee. 

No.  11. — Lieut.  Col.  George  Dufficld,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  Second  Brigade,  Second 
Division. 

No.  12. — Capt.  Shuler  S.  Vrooman,  Third  Illinois  Cavalry. 

No.  13. — Brig.  Gen.  Charles  W.  Dustan,  commanding  Tennessee  Enrolled  Militia. 

No.  14. — John  E.  Eandle,  Chief  of  Fire  Deyiartment. 

No.  15. — Maj.  Gen.  Nathan  B.  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Forrest's  cavalry. 

JSTo.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Gadtimllader  G.  Washlnirn,  U.  8.  Army,  command- 
ing District  of  West  Tennessee. 

Memphis,  TeNn.,  August  21, 1864. 
Major-General  Forrest,  with  three  brigades  of  cavalry,  attacked  this 
city  at  4  a.  m.  to-day,  making  a  sudden  dash  on  our  pickets  and  riding 
into  the  licart  of  the  city.  They  were  rojiulsed  and  driven  out,  with 
considerable  loss.  They  obtained  no  plunder,  but  about  250  100-days' 
men  were  captured.  They  left  General  A.  J.  Smith's  front  at  Oxford 
the  evening  of  the  18th,  and  made  a  forced  march  of  nearly  100  miles. 
General  Smith  has  all  my  cavalry  but  about  400,  and  I  have  taken 
measures  to  notify  him,  and  have  him  fall  upon  them  and  intercept 
their  retreat.  The  whole  thing  has  resulted  very  satisfactorily  so  far. 
What  cavalry  1  have  is  harassing  their  rear. 

C.  0.  WASHBURN, 

Major-General. 
Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howabd, 

Comdg.  Bept.  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  near  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Headquartees  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  September  2, 1864. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  21st 
ultimo  this  city  was  attacked  by  Major-General  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army, 
with  three  brigades  of  his  commaud,  numbering  from  2,500  to  '3,000  men. 
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Tliey  left  tlio  immediate  front  of  General  A.  J.  Smith  (who  had  with 
him  a  force  of  4,800  eavalry  and  a  large  force  of  infantry  and  artillery), 
at  Oxford,  on  the  evening  of  the  IStli  instant  and  made  a  forced  march 
hither,  crossing  the  Tallahatchie  Eiver  on  a  pontoon  bridge  at  Panola, 
and  arriving  at  our  picket-line  by  3  o'crlock  on  the  morning  of  the  21st.  A 
force,  consisting  of  about  one-third  of  Forrest's  conunand,  was  detached 
by  him  and  ordered  to  dash  over  the  i)icketsand  iiitothe  city,  while  the 
remainder  engaged  our  forces  outside.  This  detachment  came  in  on  the 
Hernando  road,  drivingin  the  pickets  and  ridingpasta  regimentof  100- 
days'  troops  that  was  there  stationed,  and  rode  with  the  utmost  rajiidity 
to  my  headquarters,  which  they  at  once  thoroughly  invested,  giving  me 
barely  a  moment's  time  to  escape.  Another  party  rode  to  tlie  (layoso 
House,  where  they  expected  to  find  Ma;ior-Oenera.l  Hurllmt,  but  in  this 
were  disappointed,  helodging  thatnight  with  (Jol.  A.  It.  Eddy,  assistant 
quartermaster.  Another  party  went  to  attack  (Tcueral  Buckland's  head- 
quarters, but  making  a  mistalvC  in  the  strciet,  ga.ve  hiiu  also  time  to 
escape.  They  then  i>i(jceeded  to  the  Irving  Prison, 'bnt  the  guard  was 
ready  for  them  and  they  were  handsomely  repulsed.  By  this  time  the 
provost  guard  had  rallied  and  attacked  the  enemy  vigorously,  while 
the  firing  of  the  militia  alarm  gun  added  to  the  fright  of  the  assailants, 
and  they  retreated  as  rapidly  as  they  came,  and  Joined  the  main  force 
oiitside.  They  had  no  time  ibr  plunder,  and  save  a  few  horses  (perhaps 
80  in  all),  they  got  nothing.  Eeaching  the  outside  of  the  city  a  brisk 
fight  was  kept  u])  Avith  our  forces  there  assembling  until  about  J)  a.  m., 
when  the  entire  ftn-ce  moved  off  on  the  Hernando  road.  Oar  troops 
rallied  rapidly  to  th  e  point  assailed,  and  under  Col.  David  Moore,  Tweuty- 
lirst  Missouri  Infantry,  whose  regiment  was  not  present,  but  who  vol- 
unteered, and  Col.  G.  B.  Hoge,  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Hlinois 
Infantry,  commanding  the  remnant  of  his  brigade,  Lieut.  Col.  Koach, 
commanding  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry  ( 100-days' 
men),  and  Col.  E.  L.  Buttrick,  commanding  Thirty-ninth  and  Porty- 
lirst  Wisconsin  Infantry  (also  100-days'  men),  also  Colonel  liay,  com- 
manduig  Fortieth  Wisconsin  Infantry  (100-days'  men),  with  Colonel 
I'rince,  and  the  convalescents  of  the  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  Col. 
M.  II.  Starr,  and  a  small  detachment  of  the  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry,  they 
attacked  vigoroixsly  and  drove  the  enemy  away.  My  effe(!tive  ca.valry 
was  nearly  all  in  the  front  with  General  Smith,  but  such  as  was  here 
were  ordered  to  fiill  upon  Forrest's  rear,  and  pui'sue  and  harass  his  re- 
treat. They  followed  him  to  Hernando,  twenty-five  miles,  which  point 
he  left,  retreating  toward  Panola  about  9  o'clock  on  Monday  morning, 
the  22(1  instant. 

As  soon  as  i»ossib1e  on  the  morning  of  the  attack  1  endeavored  to  get 
a  disi)atch  through  to  La  Grange,  to  be  expressed  i'rom  there  to  Major- 
General  Smith,  but  it  was  f(mnd  that  during  the  night  the  wires  had 
been  cut  between  Collierville  and  Germantown.  Tiiis  was,  however, 
ie]>aired,  so  that  by  12  m.  I  got  througli  the  following  dispatch  to 
General  Smith  : 

No.  1. 

(iuiicnil  SMrni, 

Commavdhiy  Forces  in  the  Fielil  : 
We  were  attacked  at  3  o'clock  this  moruing  by  a  force  of  about  3,,'500  cnvahy,  said  to 
bo  led  by  Forrest  in  person.  The  hght  is  still  Koiii<i;  on.  They  left  Oxford  two  days 
iii'o  aiKl'cross<!a  the  Talhihatchio  .at  Panola.  You  will  at  once  order  all  yonr cavalry 
tomove  to  interce])t  theiu.  You  will  move  one-half  across  at  Panola  and  the  rest 
at  Abbeville.  Th(!y  ninst  be  cnt  off  and  caught.  Move  rai)idly  and  spare  not  horse 
flesh      Their  horses  must  be  much  jaded  aud  they  can  be  caught. 

C.  C.  WASHHURN, 

Major-General. 
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I  ordered  the  post  commander  at  La  Grange  to  send  tliis  dispatch 
through  with  an  escort  of  100  men.  The  escort  started  at  1  p.  m.,  but  be- 
fore It  left  1  had'sent  two  other  dispatches  in  the  following  order,  to  wit : 

No.  2. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith: 

The  enemy  has  retired  on  the  Hernando  road.  He  has  500  prisoners,  I  thint,  but 
failed  to  take  the  battery,  as  I  before  said.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  he 
means  to  cross  at  Panola,  or  go  via  Holly  Springs.  With  a  force  to  dispute  the  Pa- 
nola crossing,  and  another  force  crossing  at  Abbeville,  and  moving  toward  him  nutil 
they  strike  his  trail,  and  then  following  him  until  overtaken,  he  may  be  captured. 
His  men  and  horses  will  be  so  much  worn  down  that  they  will  be  an  easy  prey. 
They  left  Oxford  with  sLs  days'  rations.  They  started  with  four  gtins,  but  left  two 
on  the  way  in  the  mud. 

C.  C.  WASHBUKN, 

Major-  General. 
No.  3. 
Major-General  Smith: 

Captured  prisoners  report  three  brigades  here  under  Bell,  McCuUoch,  and  Neely, 
and  they  think  the  enemy  will  retire  via  Holly  Springs.  You  had  better  send  1,500 
cavalry  to  hold  the  crossings  at  and  above  Panola,  and  send  the  rest  of  your  cavalry 
across  at  Abbeville.  If  vigorously  pressed,  they  can  be  caught.  They  left  Oxford 
Friday  p.  m.  and  made  a  forced  march. 

C.  C.  WASHBURN, 

Major-General. 

All  these  dispatches  reached  General  Smith  at  Oxford  between  10 
and  11  a.  m.  on  the  22d.  As  soon  as  it  became  absolutely  certain  that 
Forrest  would  cross  at  Panola  (he  having  passed  Hernando  with  his 
whole  force  on  his  way  thither),  1  sent  from  La  Grange  the  following 
dispatch,  which  reached  General  Smith  early  on  Tuesday  morning  at 
Abbeville: 

No.  4. 

August  22,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith, 

Commanding  Forces  in  tlie  Field: 
Forrest  left  Hernando  this  morning  and  will  cross  the  Tallahatchie  at  Panola. 
They  are  retreating  as  fast  as  their  jaded  horses  will  allow.  He  will  probably  cross 
during  the  night.  If  not  intercepted  at  Panola  he  should  be  caught  between 
Yocona  and  Tallahatchie.  Supposing  that  you  have  sent  part  of  your  cavalry  up  to 
Holly  Springs,  I  order  them  back  south  of  the  river  by  the  bearer  of  this.  I  hope 
to  have  the  cars  running  to  Holly  Springs  by  the  time  you  are  out  of  rations. 

C.  C.  WASHBURN, 

Major-  General. 

General  Smith  failed  to  move  to  Panola,  as  all  my  dispatches  ordered 
him  to  do,  but  sent  me  the  following  dispatch,  to  wit: 

Abbevilus,  Miss.,  August  U,  18G4. 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Washburn: 

On  arriving  at  Oxford  yesterday  morning,  Brigadier-General  Hatch  was  detailed 
to  proceed  to  Panola  and  destroy  the  railroad  from  that  point  south  along  the  line. 
Then  we  heard  of  Forrest's  raid  to  Memphis,  but  could  not  believe  it.  1  soon  re- 
ceived your  dispatches  of  tlie  21st,  and  was  induced  to  believe  from  your  last  tele- 
gram and  information  received  at  Oxford  that  Forrest  would  retreat  through  Holly 
Springs.  I  at  once  ordered  the  Second  Division  of  Cavalry  to  this  point,  with  in- 
structions to  Hatch  to  return  to  Abbeville  and  join  the  Second  Division,  and  pro- 
ceed at  once  toward  New  Albany  and  intercept  Forrest.  I  arrived  with  the  infantry 
command  about  10  a.  in.  to-day,  and  find  the  river  booming  and  our  bridge  broken 
down.  There  is  no  forage  between  hero  and  Oxford,  and  I  have  to  send  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river  for  it.  Recent  rains  in  this  region  have  made  the  roads  al- 
most impassable.    I  hope  to  communicate  by  telegraph  by  12  m. 

A.  .7.  SMITH, 
Major-General. 
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The  date  of  the  foregoing  dispatch  is  evidently  incorrect,  as  my 
three  dispatches  of  the  21st  were  delivered  to  General  Smith  on  the 
morning  of  the  22d,  as"  appears  from  the  official  report  of  the  bearer  of 
the  dispatches.  At  that  time  (Jeneral  Smith  was  at  Oxford  with  his 
entire  command,  except  the  cavalry  under  General  Hatch,  referred  to 
in  his  dispatch,  which  was  between  Oxford  and  Panola. 

I  append  hereto  a  map*  showing  the  topography  of  the  country. 
There  were  but  two  lines  of  possible  retreat  for  the  enemy,  one  via 
Holly  Springs  and  the  other  via  Panola.  The  Tallahatchie  was  very 
high  and  impassable,  except  upon  the  bridge  at  Panola.  Had  my 
orders  been  obeyed,  as  you  will  see  by  reading  them,  Forrest  would 
have  found  himself  penned  up  between  the  Coldwater  and  the  Talla- 
hatchie, and  escape  would  have  been  impossible.  That  Forrest  should 
have  left  our  immediate  front  at  Oxford  and  made  this  move  on  Mem- 
pliis  without  its  being  discovered  by  our  large  cavalry  force  in  his  im- 
mediate vicinity  is  somewhat  strange. 

The  results  of  the  raid  in  casualties  foot  up  a  loss  of  1  officer  killed, 
6  wounded,  and  4  captured ;  enlisted  men,  14  killed,  59  wounded,  and 
112  missing.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed  was  22,  and  they  left 
about  15  so  badly  wounded  on  the  field  that  they  could  not  be  carried 
away,  and  we  captured  in  addition  25  prisoners.  Forrest  made  a  forced 
march  both  in  advancing  and  retreating,  and  he  cannot  have  ruined 
less  than  one-half  his  entire  mount  by  the  expedition.  The  whole  afl'air 
was  an  utter  failure  on  his  part,  and  would  have  resulted  in  dispos- 
ing of  him  forever  but  for  reasons  I  have  named. 

Our  troops  all  behaved  well.  The  provost  guard  (Eighth  Iowa  In- 
fantry Volunteers),  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bell  commanding,  acted  with 
great  bravery  and  promptitude,  and  the  enrolled  militia  of  Memphis 
turned  out  with  great  alacrity  and  did  excellent  service.  To  Brigadier- 
General  Buckland,  commanding  District  of  Memjjhis,  and  Brigadier- 
General  Dustan,  enrolled  militia,  my  thanks  are  due  for  their  prompt 
and  valuable  assistance. 

I  will  add  that  the  impression  generally  prevailing  that  Memphis  is 
a  fortified  city  is  far  from  correct.  The  only  defense  to  the  city,  with 
its  large  amount  of  Government  stores  and  supplies,  is  Fort  Picker- 
ing, situated  on  the  river-bank  just  below  the  city,  which  commands 
the  city,  but  cannot  properly  be  said  to  protect  it.  The  picket-line 
around  the  city  is  from  eight  to  ten  miles  in  length,  rendering  it  im- 
possible with  an  ordinary  garrison  to  concentrate  at  any  one  point 
sufficient  force  to  present  an  obstacle  to  a  sudden  cavalry  dash  such  as 
the  one  just  experienced.  There  has  been  no  time  during  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  place  by  our  forces  when  the  city  might  not  have  been 
entered  by  a  body  of  rash  cavalry  riding  down  our  pickets  as  in  this 
instance. 

I  have  ordered  the  immediate  construction  at  all  the  salient  points 
in  the  outskirts  of  the  city  of  earth-works  of  sufficient  strength  to 
assist  materially  in  defense  against  similar  raids  in  future. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  C.  WASHBUEN, 
Major-General,-  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  T.  Clark, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

*  Not  found. 
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No.  2. 

Beport  of  JAcut.  Col.  William  H.  Thursi07i,  Asfiintnnt  Infipector-Gciural, 
i^ixteenth  Army  Corps. 

Office  Asst.  Insv.  Gen.,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

MempJiis,  Tmn.,  Avr/ust  24,  1SG1. 

Coi.ONEi>:  1  liavf  tlio.  lioiior  to  make  \Mo,  following  rciwrt: 

On  tlio  moiiiiuji'  of  tlio  21st  of  Aiignst,  n.bout  5  ji.  in.,  Moinpliis  -was 
eDtei'cd  by  about  dOO  of  Mii.jor-Geueral  Forrest's  coiniiiaiid.  Tliey 
moved  on  Mempliis  by  the  Ileviiaudo  road,  and  drove  in  tiie  ]iiekets  on 
that  road,  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  Illinois  (lOO-days')  Vohui- 
teers,and  easily  broke  their  lines  and  entered  the  city,  dividiuff  into  two 
squads  of  about  200  each,  (me  under  the  comniaiid  of  Ijientenant  ('olonel 
Logwood,  tlie  other  luider  Jesse  Forrest,  or  Jiill  l<\t)r('st  (reports  con- 
flict); one  squad  surrounded  the  Gayoso  iIous(%  the  ot.lier  o(M'U]titd 
Union  street,  on  whieli  Major-General  Washburn  has  his  headquarters 
and  resides.  Major-General  Washburn  liavinj--  been  notified  by  Colonel 
Starr,  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry,  of  their  ai)proax!h,  left  his  residence  as 
early  as  possible,  and  made  bis  way  to  F(n-t  Pickering,  without  ha\ing 
given  any  command  as  to  what  should  be  done  by  our  troops.  He 
could  much  more  easily  have  retired  to  hcad((uarters  oj'  provost  gniard 
than  have  gone  to  the  fort,  as  the  fort  is  full  ojie-half  mile  from  his 
Louse,  and  but  three  squares  to  the  ])rovost-marshars  oflice.  On  the 
23d  the  whole  town  was  stampeded  at  about  10  a.  m.  by  a  rejiorl  being 
circulated  that  Forrest  had  returned  in  force  and  Avas  again  in  town.  It 
was  the  most  disgraceful  aflt'air  I  have  ever  seen,  and  ])roves  that  there  is 
demoralization  and  want  of  contiden<'e  by  the  peo]»le  in  our  army,  and  our 
army  in  some  of  its  ot1i(;ers.  No  blame  can  be  attached  to  lirigadier- 
General  liuckland  that  I  can  hear  of.  On  the  23d,  so  far  as  I  can  h^arn, 
no  Confederate  troops  were  nearer  than  Fcn'rest's  rear,  which  was 
probably  not  less  than  twenty-five  to  thirty  miles  distant,  and  the 
alarm  wiis  jn'obably  caused  by  some  of  the  tro()i)s  liiing  off  their  guns, 
which  had  been  loaded  since  Sunday.  This  I  learn  is  under  investi- 
gation by  Major-General  Washburn.  Colonel  Starr  was  wounded,  and  a 
tew  officers  in  the  city  were  captured;  also  a  ])ortion  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seventh  Illinois  (100-days')  VoluntcH^rs  and  a  few'men 
of  other  commaiuls,  but  as  I  have  no  access  to  the  official  repoi-ts  of 
commanders  will  not  give  numbei's,  but  res]>ectful]y  refer  you  to  the 
official  reports  of  Major-CJeneral  Washburn. 

No  stores  or  Goveinment  ])roperty  Avas  molested,  and,  in  fact,  l^'orrest 
did  not  accomplish  anything  of  any  considerable  ac(;ount. 

W\  11.  TllIJlJSTON, 
Lifiui.  Col.  and  Aunt.  Insj),  Gen.,  tSi.rtceiith  Army  Vorp.i. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  15.  Stuong, 

Asst.  Innp.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tcniicssee. 


No.  3. 

Ecport  o/Brif).  Gen.  Enlph  P.  Bucldand,  U.  H.  Army,  commandind  Dis- 
trict of  Mcmflm. 

Headquarters  District  of  Memphis, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  24, 1SG4. 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  folloAving  report  of  theaflair 
of  Sunday,  the  21  st  instant: 

Before  it  was  fairly  light  1  was  awakened  by  the  sentinel  at  my  resi- 
dence by  loud  ra,ps  at  the  front  door,  with  the  ex(;laination,  "  General. 
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tboy  iU'c.  iiftor  you."  I  jumped  out  of  bod  and  asked  from  tlio  window, 
"  \\]\o  are  after  me  ? "  and  M'a.s  Oinswered,  "  The  I'ebels."  At  the  same 
time  I  heard  musket  shots  iu  different  directions.  I  dressed  myself  as 
speedily  as  possible,  a.nd  ran  to  the  barracks  on  the  eorner  of  Third 
and  viefl'erson  streets,  whens  I  found  the  soldiers  had  been  alarmed  and 
\vere  collcctiiis"  in  the  street.  T  directed  them  to  form  in  line  as  soon 
as  jiossible,  and  then  ran  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Second  Uegiment 
Enrolled  j\Iilitia.  t^)  ordei'  the  ala.rm  liim  Jired.  At  the  corner  of  Third 
and  (^ourt  streets  1  im^t  Captain  Tuther  and  Lieutenant  Williamson,  of 
my  staff,  who  informed  me  that  the  enemy  had  made  a  demonstration 
at  my  headquarters,  but;  upon  beiufj'  tired  atby  the  sentinel  atthedoor, 
killing  1  horse,  retired  to  ]\Iain  street,  ^^'hilst  I  Mas  jiiving  directions 
for  tlie  firing  of  the  alai'ui  gun,  <  leneral  1  )ustan,  of  the  militia,  came  np 
with  my  headijuaiters  jruard,  and  iissisteil  iu  liriui^'  the  ku"-  About 
the  same  time  Lieu  ten  a.nt-(  'olonel  Uell,  commanding'  I'jinhth  Iowa,  came 
out  from  the  regin)enta1  liead(]uarters  a,cross  iho.  street,  his  comjianies 
being  stati(me<l  in  barracks  in  different  ]»arts  of  the  city.  The  alarin 
gun  was  speedily  tired,  and  the  oOiccrs  and  soldiers  in  the  neighbor- 
hood soon  rallied,  to  the  nund)er,  1  should  think,  of  150.  Just  at  this 
time  (Joloncl  Starr, of  the  Sixth  Illinois  Ca.valry,  informed  me  that  Gen- 
eral Washburn's  headquarters  were  in  ]iossession  of  the  enemy,  and 
that  the  general  was  undoubtedly  ea])tured.  Scattering  shots  of  mus- 
ketry were  constantly  heard  in  differentdirections.  My  staff'  and  order- 
lies soon  rallied  around  me,  fair  horses  A\cre brought,  and  1  immediately 
ordered  (Jreneral  J)ust;in,  of  the  militia,  to  take  charge  of  a  detacliment 
of  the  Irving  Block  guard,  from  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois 
Infantry,  and  proceed  to  j\Liiii  street,  east  of-General  Washburn's  quar- 
ters, and  at  same  time  dire(;ted  Lieutenant-(!olonel  ]>e]l  to  take  what 
men  he  had  got  togetliei'  and  ])rocei'd  directly  down  Third  street  and 
attack  the  enemy  at  (JencTal  "Washburn's  headipiarters,  which  was 
speedily  done,  myself  and  staff  following  Colonel  Bell.  But  the  en- 
emy, as  soon  as  they  discovered  this  movement,  retreated  toward 
the  Ilernando  road  in  great  haste,  pursued  by  General  Dustan  and 
Colonel  Bell.  It  was  supposed  that  General  Washburn  ha*l  been 
ca])tured  and  carried  off.  Having  no  information  as  to  the  where- 
abouts, strength,  or  designs  of  the  enemy,  I  returned  to  my  head- 
quarters iind  took  immediate  measures  to  rally  and  organize  all  the 
troops  within  reach.  I  sent  Ca])taiu  Tuther  to  watch  and  report  oper- 
ations of  the  enemy  in  tlie  direction  of  the  ITeinando  road,  and  other 
ottie<'rs  in  other  directions.  Surgeon  Itice  was  sent  to  see  whether 
Colonel  Kappner,  commanding  Fort  Pickering,  had  notice  of  the  pres- 
ence of  the  enemy.  About  this  time  a  i)r)soner  was  brought  tome, 
•  from  ^\  hoin  1  learned  that  ['Purest  in  ])erson  was  on  the  Hernando  road 
with  a  large  force.  1  had  given  orders  for  the  concentration  of  the 
troops  stationed  north  and  castof  the  city.  Surgeon  liice  soon  returned 
with  the  gratifying  intelligen(;e  that  General  Washburn  had  made  his 
escape  and  was  safe  in  the  Ibrt.  I  inniiediately  dispatched  Lieutenant 
Williamson  to  inform  the  geiuual  that  the  enemy  had  retired  from  the 
city  and  to  recei^'e  his  orders.  (Jeneral  Washburn  soon  made  his  ap- 
]iea)a,nce  and  assunu'd  general  direction  of  affairs.  Soon  after,  by  his 
<lirection,  1  proceeded  to  the  front  on  the  Hernando  road,  but  belwe  I 
reached  the  scene  of  action  fighting  had  ceased,  the  enemy  having  re- 
tired, i)ursued  by  the  caAalry.  ^■arions  rumors  Avere  afloat  as  to  the, 
sti-ength  of  the  enemy,  but  it  was  a,sccrtained  beyond  doubt  that  Gen- 
eral Forrest  was  in  comnnind.  l)isi)ositions  were  therefore  made  to 
meet  an  attack  from  any  diretiticm.    (Johmel  Moore,  of  the  Twenty-first 
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Missouri  Infantry,  volunteered  his  services,  and  I  gave  him  command 
temporarily  of  all  the  forces  on  and  near  the  Hernando  road.  Captain 
Tuther  had  rendered  important  service  in  rallying  the  One  hundred 
and  thirty- seventh  Illinois,  which  had  been  thrown  into  confusion  and 
scattered  by  the  enemy  charging  through  their  camp.  Colonel  Hoge, 
commanding  First  Brigade,  though  most  of  his  troops  were  absent 
on  detached  service,  had  reached  the  Hernando  road  with  Company 
G,  Second  Missouri  Artillery,  in  position.  This  battery,  and  also  the 
section  of  Seventh  Wisconsin  Battery,  which  the  enemy  ran  over 
but  did  not  capture,  did  excellent  service.  Colonel  Buttrick,  com- 
manding Fourth  Brigade,  had  also  arrived  at  the  Hernando  road; 
also  the  Fortieth  Wisconsin,  Colonel  Eay.  The  principal  part  of  the 
fighting  was  done  by  the  troops  under  Colonel  Bell,  of  the  Eighth 
Iowa,  composed  of  a  part  of  his  own  regiment  and  a  detachment 
of  the  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois.  Being  satisfied  that 
no  further  attack  would  be  made  in  that  direction,  I  returned, 
to  the  city  to  look  after  other  troops.  I  found  the  militia  out  in 
strong  force  in  good  spirits,  and  ready  to  assist  in  the  defense  of  the 
city,  under  the  command  of  their  deservedly  popular  general,  C.  W. 
Dustan.  The  alacrity  with  which  the  militia  of  Memphis  turned  out  on 
this  occasion  abundantly  proves  the  propriety  and  wisdom  of  the  or- 
ganization. OflQcers  and  men  of  the  command,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
exhibited  great  coolness  and  bravery.  The  Eighth  Iowa,  which  was  on 
provost  duty,  scattered  through  the  city,  fought  bravely  wherever  the 
enemy  appeared.  The  track  of  the  raiders  was  marked  wherever  they 
went  with  their  dead  horses  and  men.  An  attack  was  made  on  the  Irv- 
ing Block  prison,  but  thcguards  bravely  stood  their  ground,  and  soon 
drove  the  enemy  away.  Many  officers  temporarily  in  the  city  and  others 
on  detached  service,  promj)tly  volunteered  their  services.  The  clerks 
and  orderlies  about  my  headquarters,  and  many  citzens  not  liable  to 
miUtia  duty,  and  unarmed  soldiers  repaired  to  the  armories  of  the  mDitia, 
procured  arms,  and  joined  the  ranks.  By  9  a.  m.  it  was  ascertained  that 
Forrest  was  in  fall  retreat,  principally  on  the  Hernando  road.  He 
failed  entirely  in  the  object  of  his  expedition.  He  undoubtedly  expected 
to  capture  General  Washburn,  General  Hurlbut,  who  was  temporarily 
in  the  city,  and  myself,  and  thereby  create  such  confusion  as  to  enable 
him  to  march  into  the  city  with  his  main  force.  His  plan  was  well  laid 
and  the  moment  propitious.  The  morning  was  exceedingly  foggy,  and 
the  state  of  the  atmosphere  such  that  the  report  of  small-arms,  and  even 
artillery,  was  heard  but  a  short  distance.  Although  later  in  the  morn- 
ing, six piecesofartUlery on theHernandoroadtired about  thirty  rounds 
each,  the  report  was  not  heard  at  General  Washburn's  or  my  headquar- 
ters. The  parties  sent  into  the  city  were  led  by  officers  and  others 
well  acquainted  with  the  city.  They  rode  through  the  picket-line  and 
camps  capturing  and  killing  wliat  they  could  as  they  went,  but  making 
no  halt  until  they  reached  those  points  in  the  city.  They  passed  through 
the  Seventh  Wisconsin  Battery  camp,  killing  1  officer  and  severalmen  and 
capturing  some,  but  Avithout  disturbing  the  guns  or  ammunition,  and 
these  same  guns  were  afterward  turned  upon  them.  The  principal  dep- 
redations were  committed  at  General  Washburn's  headquarters  and 
the  Gayoso  House,  where  they  expected  to  find  General  Hurlbut,  and 
at  the  Eclipse  stable  on  Main  street,  where  they  took  quite  a  number 
I  of  horses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  subordinate  com- 
manders, showing  the  part  taken  by  their  respective  commands,  to  which 
reference  is  respectfully  made. 
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Appended  is  a  consolidated  statement  of  casualties,  showing  a  total 
loss  of  officers — killed,  1;  wounded,  6;  missing,  4;  total  11.  Enlisted 
men — killed,  14;  wounded,  59:  missing  (supposed  to  be  prisoners),  112: 
total,  185.    Total,  196. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  officers  of  my  staff;  to  General  Dustan, 
commanding  the  militia;  to  Colonel  Moore,  Twenty-first  Missouri,  who 
volunteered  his  services,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command 
generally,  for  their  prompt  and  efficient  services. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  . 

E.  P.  BUCKLAND, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
Maj.  W.  H.  Morgan, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Dist.  of  West  Tennessee. 


No.  4. 


Report  of  Col.   George  B.  Hoge,   One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois 
Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  District  of  Memphis, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  22, 1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my 
command  of  the  part  taken  by  them  in  the  action  of  yesterday,  the  21st 
instant: 

Immediately  after  the  alarm  was  given  I  ordered  my  entire  command 
to  assemble  at  the  camp  of  the  One  hundred  and  twentieth  Illinois 
Infantry,  which  is  situated  at  the  junction  of  Poplar  and  Alabama 
streets,  supposing  that  the  enemy  would  return  that  way.  As  soon  as 
Battery  G,  Second  Missouri  Artillery,  came  up  I  placed  a  section  so  as 
to  command  Poplar  street,  and  also  one  on  Alabama  street  to  command  it. 
1  then  picketed  all  the  approachable  roads,  remaining  there  until  I  heard 
that  the  enemy  were  retiring  on  the  Hernando  road,  Avhen  I  at  once 
moved  my  column  in  that  direction.  The  force  consisted  at  this  time 
of  detachments  of  the  One  hundred  aad  eighth.  One  hundred  and  thir- 
teenth, and  One  hundred  and  twentieth  Eegiments  llMnois  Infantry; 
Seventh  amd  Eleventh  Missouri  Infantry;  Fortieth  Wisconsin  Infantry; 
Company  G,  First  Illinois  Artillery,  and  Company  G,  Second  Missouri 
Artillery,  with  four  rifled  guns,  caliber  3.67.  On  my  arrival  on  the 
Hernando  road,  near  the  camp  of  the  Seventh  Wisconsin  Battery,  I 
assumed  command  of  all  the  forces  in  that  vicinity,  which  consisted  of 
numerous  detachments — one  section  of  Seventh  Wisconsin  Battery, 
Thirty-ninth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  Forty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  One 
hundred  and  thirty- seventh  Illinois  Infantry.  The  detachments  from 
various  regiments  were  placed  as  a  support  to  the  section  of  the  Sev- 
enth Wisconsin  Battery  and  Company  G,  Second  Missouri  Artillery,  on 
the  right  of  the  Hernando  road.  The  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh 
Illinois  were  placed  to  support  the  section  of  Company  G,  Second  Mis- 
souri Artillery,  on  the  left  of  the  Hernando  road.  The  Thirty-ninth 
Wisconsin  Infantry  and  Forty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry  were  about  400 
yards  on  the  right.  Shortly  after  this  the  Fortieth  Wisconsin  Infantry 
came  up.  I  then  ordered  the  Forty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry  to  take  a  posi- 
tion about  200  yards  in  advance  of  the  artillery,  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  and  t<j  throw  out  skirmishers,  and  the  Tlurty-ninth  Wisconsin  on 
a  line  with  the  Forty  sixth  Iowa,  on  the  left  of  the  road,  with  instruc- 
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tions  to  throTV  out  skirmishers.  I  then  sent  a,  section  of  Company  G, 
Second  Missouri  Artillery,  under  command  of  Captain  Arthur,  forward 
on  the  Hernando  road,  with  the  detachment  of  various  regiments,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sidwell,  One  hundred  and  eighth 
Illinois  Infantry,  as  a  support,  and  the  Fortieth  "Wisconsin  Infantry 
forward  as  a  reserve.  While  I  was  advancing  1  received  an  order  from 
Brigadier-General  Buckland  in  x)erson  to  withdraw  the  troops,  fearing 
that  the  enemy  might  get  on  our  left,  i  then  fell  back  about  half  a 
mile  on  the  Hernando  road  aiid  I'cinained  there  until  about  1  jj.  m., 
when  I  received  orders  to  return  to  (;amp. 

I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  firing  of  Company  G,  Second 
Missouri  Artillery,  was  very  effective,  and  I  consider  them  to  be  a  very 
fine  organization.  All  the  troops  behaved  well.  I  did  not  see  in  a 
single  instance  anything  like  cjowardice.  All  of  my  staff  (including 
Lieutenant  Dachsel,  Company  G,  First  Illinois  Artillery,  who  was  act- 
ing as  aide)  were  with  me  during  the  entire  engagement  and  rendered 
very  effective  service. 

Below  please  find  a  list  of  casualties.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

GEO.  B.  HOGE, 

Colonel,  Gommanding. 

Capt.  A.  G.  TuTHEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  Memphis. 


No.  5. 

Report   of  Col.  John  Wood,  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh   Illinois 
Infantry,  of  casvMlties  in  the  Third  Brigade;. 

HEADQITAKTEliS  ThIKD   BkIGAUE,  DISTRICT   OF   MEMPHIS, 

Memphis,  Tcnn.,  August  21,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  casualties  in  the  Third  Brigatle  as 
follows :  f 


Eegiment. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Prisoners. 

DC 

o 

i 

o 

£ 

1 
o 

3 

137th  niinois  Infantry 

7 

3 

39 
1 

140th  lllinoitj  Iniaittry 

1 

74 

Total 

7 

3 

40 

1 

74 

liemarlcs. — Lieut.  Col.  T.  K.  I toach,  slightly  wounded;  Capt.  II.  B. 
Robinson,  sliglitly  wounded;   First  Lieut,  and  Regimental  (Quarter- 
master Jonathan  J.  Smith,  mortally  wounded. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  WOOD, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
Captain  Tuther, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


"Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  6  eulisted  men  woundod. 
t  Nominal  list  omitted. 
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No.  6.     . 

Report  of  Col.  lUdwin  L.  Buttrivk,  Thirty -ninth  Wiscoimn  Infantry,  com- 
manding Fourth  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Foukth  Brigade,  District  of  MEMrms, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  21, 1864. 

General  :  This  morning  at  about  4  o'clock  our  pickets  Avere  snr- 
prised  by  a  force  of  rebel  cavalry  under  General  Forrest.  They  dashed 
through  the  lines,  down  the  Hernando  road,  and  through  the  carai)  of 
the  Seventh  Wisconsin  Battery  to  the  city.  Receiving  information  that 
there  were  2,000  men  held  in  reserve,  I  directed  the  Thirty-ninth  and 
Forty-first  Wisconsin  Infantry  to  form  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  camp  of  these  lieadquarters,  when  Colonel 
Hoge,  who  was  my  ranking  officer,  assumed  command,  who  was  after- 
ward relieved  by  Colonel  Moore  by  your  order,  who  ordered  the  Thirty- 
ninth  and  Forty-first  Wisconsin  Infantry,  of  my  brigade,  to  form  in 
line  of  battle  on  the  Hernando  road.  The  Forty-first  Wisconsin  after- 
Avard  moved  to  Vance  street,  to  sujjport  the  Sixth  Missouri  Battery,* 
and  remained  in  that  position  until  1  p.  m.,  when  we  returned  to  camp 
and  strengthened  our  pickets,  agreeably  to  orders  received  from  you. 

The  following  are  the  casualties  reported  from  my  command :  Thirty- 
ninth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  3  enlisted  men  killed,  7  enlisted  men  miss- 
ing; Forty-first  Wisconsin  Infantry,  2  enlisted  men  wounded;  Seventh 
Wisconsin  Battery,  3  enlisted  men  killed,  2  wounded  mortally;  1  com- 
missioned oflficer  wounded  severely;  2  commissioned  ofQcers  prisoners 
of  war.  As  enlisted  men  are  continually  escaping  and  returning,  it  is 
impossible  at  this  time  to  make  a  return.  Horses  lost,  63;  mules,  17. 
No  commissioned  officers  left.  Total,  6  enlisted  men  killed,  1  commis- 
sioned officer  and  4  enlisted  men  wounded,  and  2  commissioned  officers 
and  7  enlisted  men  missing,  prisoners  of  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  L.  BUTTEICK, 


Brig.  Gen.  E.  P.  Btjckland. 


Colonel,  Commanding. 


No.  7. 
Report  of  Sergt.  Horatio  M.  Price,  Seventh  Wisconsin  Battery. 

Headquarters  Seventh  Wisconsin  Battery, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  M,  186d. 
Captain  :  The  casualties,  August  21,  of  Battery  No  7  Avere:t  Killed — 
enlisted  men,  3.  Wounded — officers,  1  (junior  First  Lieut.  WiUiam  E. 
Hearsey,  severely);  enlisted  men,  1;  total,  2.  Prisoners — officers,  2 
(senior  First  Lieut.  Arthur  B.  Wheelock  and  senior  Second  Lieut.  James 
H.  Bridgeman) ;  enlisted  men,  7 ;  total,  9.  Died  of  wounds — enlisted 
men,  1.  Total  killed,  wounded,  and  ijrisoners,  15.  Artillery  horses 
captured,  64.    Mules  captured,  17. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  M.  PEICB, 
Sergeant,  Commanding  Seventh  Wisconsin  Battery. 

Capt.  A.  G.  TuTHER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


*  Battery  G,  Second  Missouri  Artillery, 
t  Nomiual  list  omitted. 
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No.  8. 

Report  of  Gapt.  Charles  B.  Riggs,  Sixty-first  U.  8.  Colored  Infantry, 
First  Brigade  Colored  Troops. 

Hdqrs.  Detach.  Sixty-fiksx  U.  S.  Colored  Infty., 

Camp  near  Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  23, 1864. 

SiB:  1  have  tne  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  attack 
made  on  the  camp  and  detachment  of  the  Sixty-first  U.  S.  Colored  In- 
fantry at  about  4  a.  ni.  on  the  21st  day  of  August,  1804: 

The  detachment  consisted  of  5  officers  and  200  enlisted  men,  of  which 
only  one-third  were  fit  for  duty.  Five  minutes  from  the  time  the  dis- 
charging of  arms  was  heard  the  rebels  were  in  our  camp;  consequently, 
there  was  no  chance,  although  attempts  were  made,  to  rally  what  few 
men  I  had.  The  officers  and  men  were  scattered.  Many  of  them  had 
arms  and  fought  desperately  on  their  own  account,  but  after  a  short 
and  stubborn  resistance  were  compelled  to  give  way  to  more  than  ten 
times  their  number.  One  desperate  deed  of  daring  deserves  especially 
to  be  mentioned.  First  Sergt.  Benjamin  F.  Thacker,  who  was  detailed 
as  recruiting  officer  of  Company  I,  Second  U.  S.  Colored  Artillery 
(Light),  and  Lieut.  B.  Halley,  both  of  Company  K,  Sixty-first  U.  S.  Col- 
ored Infantry,  succeeded  in  getting  around  to  said  battery,  and  while 
the  rebel  column  was  abreast  of  it,  and  one  company  filing  around  the 
north  end  of  the  picket-line  to  get  the  horses,  and  within  six  rods  of  the 
guns,  they  brought  a  gun  into  positioii,  charged  it  with  canister,  and 
discharged  it,  mortally  wounding  one  of  General  Forrest's  escort,  and 
throwing  the  enemy  into  great  confusion.  Sergt.  B.  F.  Thacker  fought 
through  the  entire  engagement,  and  fell  seriously  wounded  on  College 
avenue.  Col.  F.  A.  Kendrick,  here  under  orders,  immediately  proceeded 
to  the  front,  and  was  engaged  rallying  stragglers,  and  hurrying  with 
them  to  the  field  of  action.  He  was  wounded  in  the  head  by  a  minie- 
ball,  the  shock  being  so  great  as  to  throw  him  off  his  horse,  severely 
injuring  him. 
The  following  is  the  list  of  casualties  in  this  command :  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  R.  EIGGS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Detachment. 

Major  Densmore, 

Comdg.  Detachment  First  Brigade,  U.  8.  Colored  Troops. 


No.  9. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  B.  Bell,  Fighth  Iowa  Infantry  (unassigned). 

Hdqrs.  Eighth  Iowa  Infantry  Vet.  Volunteers, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  34,  1864. 
In  compliance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  District  of  Mem- 
phis, I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the 
action  of  August  21. 

*  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  3  enlisted  men  tilled,  1  commissioned  officer  and  7 
enlisted  men  wounded,  and  5  enlisted  men  missing. 
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When  the  first  alarm  was  given  by  the  enemy  firing  on  the  streets, 
my  command  turned  out  promptly  from  their  several  barracks  through- 
out the  city  and  skirmished  with  the  enemy  wherever  they  could  find 
him,  killing  and  wounding  several  and  taking  6  prisoners.  Lieut.  D. 
Stearnes,  with  the  headquarters  guard,  numbering  twenty  men,  attacked 
a  force  of  the  enemy  who  were  attempting  to  release  the  prisoners  in 
Irving  Block,  and,  in  connection  with  the  prison  guard,  drove  them  off. 
A  few  minutes  afterward  I  arrived  at  my  headquarters.  Adjutant 
Campbell  had  already  ordered  Company  C  and  the  headquarters  guard 
to  report  at  regimental  headquarters.  In  compliance  with  General 
Buckland's  order,  I  pursued  the  enemy  with  the  headquarters  guard, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Stearnes,  and  Company  C,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Boyer,  leaving  Major  Stubbs  and  Adjutant  Campbell  to 
assemble  the  balance  of  the  regiment.  Crossing  Beale  street  I  was 
joined  by  Company  P,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Irwin,  which  increased 
my  commanded  to  seventy  men.  With  this  force  I  pushed  briskly  for- 
ward after  the  enemy,  who  were  retiring  on  the  Hernando  road.  On 
arriving  at  the  mouth  of  a  lane,  I  sent  forward  a  line  of  skirmishers, 
under  Lieutenant  Stearnes,  and  advanced  in  line  of  battle  for  some  dis- 
tance, when  the  skirmishers  were  driven  in.  Sergeant  Ostrander  and 
Privates  A.  M.  Walling,  Charles  Smith,  I.  E.  Newman,  and  Perry  Clark 
watched  their  opportunity  and  fired  a  volley  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy, 
killing  the  rebel  Captain  Tundy,  and  wounding  several  others;  then  by 
making  a  circuit  safely  joined  the  command.  At  this  time  General 
Dustan  came  up  and  assigned  to  my  command  fifty  of  the  One  hundred 
and  thirteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Chatfield. 
I  then  moved  forward  some  distance,  halted  and  formed  line  of  battle. 
Believing  that  the  enemy's  force  was  not  miich  superior  to  my  own,  I 
then  advanced  in  line  of  battle  through  the  orchard  on  the  left  side  of 
the  road  and  into  the  woods  a  short  distance  beyond,  when  we  met  the 
enemy,  and  the  firing  commenced  on  both  sides  about  the  same  time. 
A  brisk,  spirited,  and  severe  engagement  ensued.  I  soon  found  that 
the  enemy's  force  greatly  outnumbered  mine,  and  as  I  had  not  seen  any 
of  our  forces  up  to  this  time,  except  one  company  of  cavalry,  I  sent  an 
officer  to  Major  Stubbs  with  orders  to  bring  up  the  balance  of  the  regi- 
ment. I  held  this  position  for  some  time,  but  owing  to  the  fog  and  the 
nature  of  the  ground  I  was  compelled  to  fall  back  some  distance  to 
prevent  being  flanked.  I  succeeded  in  gaining  a  position  some  500 
yards  in  the  rear,  where  I  could  better  watch  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  Avith  a  loss  of  several  wounded,  among  them  Lieutenant  Irwin, 
mortally.  After  remaining  here  some  time,  and  having  sent  twice  for 
the  remainder  of  the  regiment  without  receiving  any  reply,  I  started 
back  myself,  leaving  Captain  Geddes  in  command.  I  had  not  gone  far 
when  I  met  Adjutant  Campbell,  who  reported  about  400  men  from  the 
I)rovisional  encampment  to  me,  with  orders  from  General  Washburn  to 
fall  back.  I  formed  these  troops  on  the  right  of  a  line  of  battle,  which 
had  by  this  time  been  formed.  I  then  ordered  my  former  command 
back,  and  formed  them  on  the  right  of  the  men  from  the  provisional 
encampment.  I  then  reported  to  General  Buckland  for  orders,  and  was 
ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Moore,  Twenty-first  Missouri,  who  ordered 
me  to  remain  where  I  then  was.  Soon  after  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Buckland  to  report  my  command  at  his  headquarters  in  the  city. 

During  the  engagement  the  troops  under  my  command,  one  and  all, 
behaved  gallantly.  Captain  Geddes,  who  is  on  detached  service,  joined 
my  command  at  the  first,  and  throughout  the  engagement  did  good 
service.    Captain  Eombauer,  First  Illinois  Artillery,  tendered  me  his 
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services,  and,  being  inovuited,  rendered  nic  vtiluablr.  .service.     By  the 
death  of  Lieutenant  Irwin,  Avho  IVll  hriively  leading  his  company,  the 
regiment  loses  a  good  soldier,  a  ])leiisaiit  (.'oinpanion  and  excellent  man. 
Annexed  is  a'fnll  list  of  casualties.* 

Very  respectiidly,  yonr  ohcdicni.  scrvii.nt, 

WILLIA.M    1!.  liELL, 
Lieut.  Col.  Eujhth  Toira  'Iii/<iitiri/    Vvl.  ]'()ln.,  (JoituUj.  lUyl. 

Capt.  A.  G.  TuTiiKB, 

Actini)  Assintant  AdjnUiii t- Gcucral. 


No.  1(». 


Report  of  JAeAit.  Ruihvvn  W.  Pile,  Fouiih  JlliHois  diirdlri/,  Aclinj/  An- 
slitant  Adjulant-denerol,  of  eamaltien  in  the  darolri/  Vorpx,  JH-striet 
of  West  Tmmetsuce. 

Hdqks.  Cavalry  Coups,  Dist.  ov  West  Tennessee, 

Memphix^  Teiin.,  August  M,  JSUl. 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  in  the 
Cavalry  Corps,  District  of  \V<!st  Tennessee,  occasioned  by  the  recent 
attack  of  General  Forrest  on  this  city: 
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aMaj.  James  O'Connor  .iiid  Lioutcaaut  Duncan,    bCo\.  M.H. Starr.    cLicut.T. "W.U.Miller,    dtln- 
official.    cLieut.  L.r.Iiakcr. 

Aggregate  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  57. 
Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  W.  IMKlfi, 
Lieutenant  and  Aeting  Ansintaut  Adjutant-General. 
Maj.  W.  n.  Morgan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeruiral,  IHstrict  of  West  Tennessee. 


No.  11. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  Duffield,  Third  Jowa  Cavalry.  Second  Bri- 
gade, /Second  JHvison. 

IIdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  Second  J)ivtsion, 
Cavalry  Corps,  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  Tcnn.,  August  33, 1864. 
Lieutenant:  On  21st  August,  at  11.30  a.  m.,  being  ordered  by  Col- 
onel Winslow,  commanding  Second  Division,  Cn  valry  Corps,  to  ininie- 

*  Nomiinal  list  (omitted)  sliows  1  commissioned  officer  killed,  2  f^ommissloned  offi- 
cers and  10  enlisted  men  womided,  nnd  \  coiimiisKioiied  oHicer  .niid  21  enlisted  men 
missing  in  Eightli  Iowa ;  also  2  enlisted  men  woimded  in  One  liundved  and  tliirteeiitU 
Illinois  lufautry. 
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diately  collect  all  the  cavalry  I  could  and  pursue  the  enemy,  supposed 
to  be  retreating  on  Hernando  road,  I  immediately  moved  on  to  Her- 
nando road  and  collected  all  the  detachments  of  cavalry  available  from 
the  diflereut  roads  on  which  they  had  been  sent,  amounting  to  650 
men.  Moved  out  on  the  Hernando  road  until  near  Nonconnah 
Creek,  where  the  column  was  halted  and  delayed  by  a  flag-of-truce 
party  then  in  conference  with  tlie  enemy;  was  ordered  to  fall  back 
within  the  picket-lines,  and  there  remained  until  the  flag-of-truce  party 
returned,  and  was  then  ordered  to  pursue.  This  caused  a  delay  until 
between  4  and  5  x).  m.  I  here  received  notice  that  rations  and  forage 
would  be  forwarded,  the  men  or  horses  having  had  nothing  to  eat  for 
near  twenty-four  hours.  Lmoved  forward  on  Hernando  road  until  near 
dark,  when  I  received  a  dispatch  from  headquarters  district,  ordering 
me  to  "  withdraw  my  force  from  sight  of  enemy, "  and  stating  that 
"  forage  and  rations  would  be  forwarded  at  once."  This  determined  me 
to  halt  and  await  the  rations,  and  resume  the  pursuit  as  soon  as  the 
moon  arose,  supposing  by  this  time  my  men  and  animals  would  be  fed. 
About  11  p.  m.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hepburn  passed  with  flag  of  truce, 
and  informed  me  that  rations  and  forage  for  my  men  and  horses  were  not 
coming  forward,  but  had  been  sent  back,  and  would  not  come  for- 
ward to  me  unless  I  sent  back  an  escort.  I  immediately  sent  back  an 
escort,  with  instructions  to  bring  up  the  rations  and  forage  at  once,  ex- 
pecting to  find  them  at  the  picket-lines;  instead,  the  party  had  to  pro- 
ceed six  miles  farther  to  camp  and  found  the  wagons  unloaded.  1  re- 
mained here  until  7  a.  m.  August  22,  and  determined  to  move  forward 
without  either.  Just  as  I  was  starting  I  was  informed  that  500  rations 
and  a  load  of  forage  were  on  the  road.  I  ordered  these  to  follow  me, 
and  after  proceeding  five  miles  halted  and  awaited  the  arrival  of  the 
rations  and  forage,  and  fed  the  men  and  horses,  there  being  about  one 
meal  for  the  men  and  one  feed  for  the  horses.  I  then  pushed  forward 
to  Hernando,  arriving  there  between  1  and  2  o'clock,  finding  no 
enemy,  excepting  some  scouts  who  had  been  seen  in  our  front  frequently 
in  the  morning  and  forenoon.  I  there  learned  that  the  rebel  force  had 
commenced  crossing  the  Coldwater,  on  the  Panola  road,  the  evening 
before,  and  that  the  rear  guard,  one  regiment,  with  General  Forrest  in 
person,  had  left  at  9  a.  m.,  proceeding  on  the  same  road.  Their  men  had 
had  no  subsistence  for  days  and  were  being  hurried  back  where  supplies 
could  be  obtained.  From  all  the  information  I  could  obtain  I  am  of 
opinion  that  their  column  of  attack  that  moved  on  Memphis  on  the 
morning  of  the  21st  of  August  numbered  about  2,500  men.  I  think  not 
more.  The  country  being  worse  than  destitute  of  subsistence  for  men, 
and  hearing  nothing  of  rations  being  forwarded,  I  determined  to  return 
from  this  point;  moved  back  about  midway  between  Hernando  and 
Memphis,  halted,  fed  the  horses,  and  remained  until  near  daylight  this 
morning,  and  moved  back  to  camp. 

The  detachments  composing  the  command  were  from  the  Third  Iowa 
Cavalry,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry,  and  Seventh 
Illinois  Cavalry. 

I  have  to  regret  the  circumstances  which  rendered  the  attcmptea 
IHirsuit  so  barren  of  results. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  DUFFIELD, 
Lieut.  Col.  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  Gomdg.  Detachments  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  C.  H.  TowNSEND, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral,  Dist.  of  West  Tennessee. 
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IvTo.  12. 

Report  of-Capt.  Shuler  S.  Vr.ooman,  Third  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Illinois  Veteran  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

Memphis,  Term.,  August  23, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  a  detachment  of  the  Third  Illinois  Volunteer  Cavalry  in  the 
engagement  of  August  21, 1864 : 

The  regiment  was  taken  by  surprise  in  camp  about  4  a.  m.,  a  portion 
of  the  men  being  disarmed,  being  under  orders  to  go  to  Illinois  to  be 
mustered  out  of  service.  Those  that  were  armed  and  those  who  could 
procure  arms  fought  the  enemy  after  they  had  possession  of  our  camp 
for  at  least  thirty  minutes,  then  fell  back  to  the  State  College,  which 
point,  with  the  assistance  of  detachments  of  the  One  hundred  and 
thirty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry  and  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry,  was  held 
during  the  entire  engagement. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  casualties  of  the  detachment:  Killed,  1 
non-commissioned  officer,  2  privates;  wounded,  1  non-commissioned 
officer,  2  privates;  taken  prisoners,  Maj.  James  H.  O'Connor,  Lieut. 
John  Duncan,  2  non-commissioned  officers,  24  privates.  Total — killed, 
3  enlisted  men;  wounded,  3  enlisted  men;  prisoners,  2  commissioned 
officers,  26  enlisted  men. 

I  would  state  in  explanation  for  not  making  the  report  sooner  that  I 
did  not  come  in  command  until  yesterday  afternoon. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  VEOOMAN, 
Captain,  Third  Illinois  Vet.  Vol.  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Regiment. 

Lieut.  E.  W.  Pike, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  13. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  W.  Dustan,  commanding  Tennessee  Enrolled 

Militia. 

Hdqrs.  1st  Brig.  Enrolled  Militia,  Dist.  op  Memphis, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  25,  1864. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  orders  from  district  headquarters  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  of  this  com- 
mand during  the  rebel  cavalry  raid  into  this  city  on  Sunday  last: 

I  was  aAvakened  by  Colonel  Starr,  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry,  at  the  in- 
stant of  the  entrance  of  the  rebels,  and  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
repaired  to  the  armory  of  the  Second  Regiment  Enrolled  Militia,  where, 
by  direction  of  Brigadier-General  Buckland,  whom  I  found  at  that 
point,  I  caused  the  gun  used  as  a  signal  of  alarm  for  the  militia  to  be 
fired.  This  firing  alarmed  the  raiders  and,  I  am  informed,  greatly 
hastened  their  withdrawal.  Still  under  direction  of  the  general  com- 
manding district,  I  moved  in  charge  of  some  sixty  men  of  the  One 
hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois  Eegiment  (guard  at  the  Irving  Military 
Prison)  and  some  eighteen  or  twenty  men  detached  from  the  command, 
mihtia,  &c.,  in  the  direction  of  the  picket-line  on  Hernando  road,  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy,  who  were  beating  a  hasty  retreat  from  the  dau- 
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gerous  locality  to  whicli  they  had  penetrated.  Finding  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Bell,  of  the  Eighth  Iowa  Infantry,  at  the  lines  and  engaged 
with  the  enemy  I  turned  over  the  men  I  had  been  conducting  to  him 
and  returned  at  once  to  the  armories  of  the  militia.  I  found  the  men 
assembled  in  unexpectedly  large  numbers  and  in  excellent  spirits.  The 
First  Regiment  Enrolled  Militia  was  moved  out  on  the  Hernando  road 
and  held  in  reserve  of  the  regular  forces  then  fighting.  The  Second 
and  Third  Eegiments  were  placed,  by  companies,  guarding  the  bridges 
on  Gayoso  Bayou  from  Monroe  street  north  to  the  Mississippi  River. 
At  noon  the  enemy  had  disappeared  and  my  command  Avas  dismissed. 

Here,  captain,  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  general  command- 
ing to  the  prompt  manner  in  which  this  organization  responded  to  the 
call  for  duty  upon  this  as  well  as  the  two  subsequent  calls,  their  ranks 
being  more  numerous  in  each  call.  The  earnestness  of  purpose  and 
gallant  bearing  with  which  each  officer  and  soldier  hastened  to  his  post 
is  a  guaranty  that  when  the  time  comes  the  2,000  stout  hearts  and 
strong  arms  of  the  members  of  the  First  Brigade  of  Enrolled  Militia 
of  the  District  of  Memj)his  will  do  theii-  entire  duty  in  the  defense  of 
the  post. 

It  is  proper  before  closing  this  report  to  state  my  obligations  to  the 
members  of  my  staff  for  their  promptness  and  activity  in  conveying 
orders  and  the  performance  of  their  other  duties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  DUSTAN, 
Brig.  Gen.,  Gomdg.  Unrolled  Militia,  Dist.  of  Memphis. 

Capt.  Alfred  G.  Tuthek, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Memphis. 


No.  14. 
Bevort  of  John  E.  Bandle,  Chief  of  Fire  Department. 

Memphis,  August  24, 1864. 

The  following  is  a  correct  report  of  the  depredations  committed  by 
the  Confederate  forces  during  their  recent  raid  in  Memphis,  on  Sunday 
morning  last,  in  the  fire  department : 

Patrick  Roach,  a  member  of  steam  fire  company  No.  2,  was  murdered 
while  on  duty  at  the  engine  house.  He  was  a  good  and  efficient  mem- 
ber, and  leaves  an  aged  mother  and  sister,  who  were  entirely  dependent 
upon  him  for  support. 

John  Thompson,  a  member  of  the  same  company,  and  while  on  duty 
at  the  engine  house,  was  made  prisoner  and  carried  oft"  by  the  rebels. 

List  of  property  taken  off  by  therebels:  One  horse  mule,  valued  at 
$500;  1  captain's  trumpet,  $30;  2  firemen's  belts,  $20;  1  saddle,  $25; 
1  new  black  cloth  coat,  $35;  2  black  felt  hats,  $24;  2  oil-cloth  coats, 
$15;  1  pair  leggings,  $5.    Grand  total,  $654. 

Resi)ectfally  submitted  by 

JOHN  E.  RANDLE, 

Chief  of  Fire  Department. 

J.  v..  Foster, 

Chief  of  Police. 
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Report  of  Maj.  Geii.  Nathan  B.  Forrest,  G.  8.  Army,  commanding  For- 

resfs  cavalry. 

Mobile,  Ala.,  August  22, 1864. 

(Keceived  23d.) 

The  following  dispatch  received  from  General  Forrest: 

Heknakdo,  August  SI,  1864. 
I  attacked  Memphis  4  o'clock  this  morning,  driving  enemy  to  his  fortifications. 
We  killed  and  captured  400,  capturing  their  entire  camp,  with  about  300  horses  and 
mules.    Washburn  and  staff  escaped  by  darkness  of  morning,  leaving  his  clotRes 
behind.     My  loss,  20  killed  and  wounded. 

N.  B.  FORREST, 

Major-General 


General  S.  CooPEE, 

Adjutant  and,  Inspector  General. 


D.  H.  MAUEY, 

Major-  General, 


ADDENDA. 


Return  of  casualties  in  the  detachmenls  of  Bell's  and  Neely's  brigades,  Chalmers'  cavalry 
division,  Forrest's  cavalry,  at  Memphis,  Tenu.,  August  i,'l,  1S64. 
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18th  Misaissippi  Battalicn. 
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AUQirST  21-23,  1864.— Skirmishes  at  Rogersville  (21st)  and  Blue  Springs 
(23d),  and  pnrsnit  of  Confederates  to  Greeneville,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Alvan  C.  Gillem,  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Greeneville,  Tenn.,  August  24, 1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  troops  under  my  command  since  my  last  report,  made  to  you  at 
Strawberry  Plains  on  the  18th  of  August: 

I  rested  at  Strawberry  Plains,  the  first  day  spent  in  camp  since 
leaving  Gallatin. 

On  the  19th  instant  we  marched  to  Mossy  Creek,  where  we  arrived 
late  in  the  afternoon,  when  I  learned  that  there  was  a  party  of  some 
400  rebels  at  Morristown.  I  determined  to  surround  them,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, capture  them.  Accordingly,  I  ordered  the  Kinth  Regiment  of 
Tennessee  Cavalry,  under  Colonel  Brownlow,  to  proceed  on  the  road 
toward  the  Bend  of  Chucky,  and  thence  by  a  cross-road  to  come  up  in  the 
enemy's  rear.    At  2  o'clock  that  night  I  marched  with  the  remainder  of 
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the  troops  by  the  Knoxville  road  to  Morristown.  Both  forces  arrived  at 
Morristown  just  after  daylight,  and  ascertained  that  no  rebel  force  had 
been  there.  Encamped  at  Morristo^vn  for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and 
in  the  afternoon  Avas  joined  by  a  battalion  of  cavalry,  which  had  been 
sent  out  from  Strawberry  Plains  to  go  up  the  north  side  of  Holston 
River,  by  Eutledge  and  Bean's  Station.  On  the  arrival  of  this  battal- 
ion I  detached  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ingerton,  Tliirteenth  Tennessee 
Cavalry,  with  a  battalion  of  that  regiment,  to  attack  a  force  of  rebels 
at  Eogersville,  with  orders  to  join  me  the  following  night  near  Bull's 
Gap. 

On  the  21st  marched  to  Lick  Creek.  Soon  after  my  arrival  there 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ingerton  came  in  from  Rogersville,  at  which  place 
he  had  surprised  the  enemy  at  daylight  that  morning,  killing  23,  and 
bringing  with  him  35,  and  Joseph  B.  Heiskell,  member  of  the  rebel 
Congress.  On  his  entrance  to  Eogersville  the  enemy,  though  superior 
in  number  to  him,  fled  toward  Kingsport.  Late  that  night  I  received 
a  dispatch  from  General  Tillson,  informing  me  that  Wheeler's  com- 
mand was  marching  by  way  of  Maryville  to  Daudridge.  I  determined 
to  turn  back  and  attack  his  forces  in  detail  as  they  crossed  the  river. 
The  22d  I  returned  as  far  as  IJussellville.  Sent  scouts  in  every  direc- 
tion, but  was  unable  to  learn  anything  dettnite  of  tlie  enemy,  nor  were 
the  authorities  at  Knoxville  able  to  give  me  any  information  in  regard 
to  the  enemy's  movements.  I  therefore  determined  to  turn  back  and 
attack  the  force  which  I  knew  to  be  between  me  and  Greeneville.  We 
left  camp  at  6.30  a.  m.  on  the  23d ;  a  small  force  of  the  enemy  was  met 
at  Bull's  Gap,-  which  fled  upon  our  approach.  At  Blue  Springs  we 
came  upon  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  two  miles  farther  on  we  found  their 
force  occupying  a  strong  position  on  a  ridge  to  the  south  of  the  Grceue-  • 
ville  road.  The  Tenth  Michigan  Cavalry  were  ordered  to  dismount  and 
move  forward.  After  ascertaining  the  iiosition  of  the  enemy  two  pieces 
of  artillery  were  placed  in  position.  Soon  after  the  enemy  endeavored 
to  charge  one  of  them,  but  were  diiven  back  by  the  Tenth  Micliigan  Cav- 
alry. I  then  directed  Colonel  Miller  to  take  two  companies  of  the  E^inth 
Tennessee  Cavalry  and  to  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank,  which  he  did  most 
successfully,  a  by-road  having  been  pointed  out  to  him  by  a  small  boy, 
Wilham  Brown;  though  but  a  mere  child  afterward  accompanied  him 
throughout  the  fight.  Ko  sooner  did  the  enemy  i)erceive  that  MiUer  was 
getting  in  their  rear  than  they  began'  retreat.  I  then  ordered  Colonel 
Brownlow,  with  five  companies,  to  charge  them  in  front.  Then  began  a 
running  iight,  which  was  closed  by  night  two  miles  beyond  Greeneville, 
the  enemy  lialting  and  endeavoring  several  times  to  reform.  Their 
horses  were  fresh,  while  ours  had  been  moving  constantly  for  twenty 
days,  and  had.  marched  eighteen  miles  that  day  before  the  fight  began. 
I  afterward  understood  that  the  enemy  did  not  lialt  until  they  arrived 
at  Jonesborough.  Our  troops  all  behaved  well.  The  Tenth  Michigan, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Trowbridge,  was  first  engaged  with  the  euemy 
and  behaved  well.  The  seven  companies  of  the  Ninth  Tennessee  Cav- 
alry, under  Lieut.  Col.  John  Brownlow,  charged  the  enemy  gallantly. 
Company  A,  Tenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  under  Captains  Kerner  and  Ham- 
bright,  fought  with  the  Michigan  troops  on  foot  until  the  enemy  gave 
away.  They  then  mounted  and  charged  most  gallantly,  led  by  Captain 
Kerner.  That  gallant  olficer  fell  wounded,  as  it  is  feared,  mortally, 
cheering  his  men  on.  His  conduct  on  that  day  was  the  admiration  of 
all.  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
Patterson,  commanding  Battery  E,  First  [Tennessee]  Artillery,  Lieuten- 
ant Eegau,  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee  Infantry,  serving  ni  the  same  battery. 
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After  turning  the  enemy's  position  Col.  John  K.  Miller  led  the  pursnit, 
and  drove  the  enemy  from  every  position  they  attempted  to  hold,  from 
where  they  were  first  engaged  to  Greeneville.  His  gallant  conduct  merits 
your  particular  approbation.  To  Col.  James  W.  Scully,  Lieutenants 
French,  Miller,  and  Mount,  acting  aides-de-camp,  I  am  indebted  for  much 
valuable  assistance  in  transmitting  orders.  Lieutenant  Lynn,  Tenth  Ten- 
nessee Infantry,  my  provost-marshal,  was  with  me,  but  laying  aside  his 
staff  duties,  I  believe  it  was  conceded  by  all,  he  was  foremost  in  the 
charge  until  we  entered  Greeneville,  when  he  was  at  least  100  yards  in 
the  advance  of  any  other  man  in  the  command,  and  where  he  shot  a  rebel 
soldier  named  McDowell  in  front  of  his  father's  house.  The  enemy's 
loss  in  this  fight  was  57  killed.  Our  loss  28  wounded  (2  since  dead),  none 
killed  and  none  captured.  On  the  morning  of  the  23d  I  had  detached 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ingerton,  with  the  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  to 
go  to  Kogersville  to  break  up  the  enemy's  force  which  I  learned  had  as- 
sembled there.  This  afternoon  he  arrived  at  this  place  (Greeneville), 
having  attacked  the  enemy  at  Eogersville,  kiUed  13,  captured  24,  mak- 
ing the  enemy's  total  loss  in  the  two  days  70  killed.  I  beg  to  call  your 
attention  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ingerton's  gallantry  in  the  two  attacks 
he  has  made  on  Eogersville. 

The  force  which  I  met  yesterday  this  side  of  Blue  Springs  was  Mor- 
gan's old  brigade,  Fourth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  and  Tenth  Kentucky 
Mouiited  Infantry,  under  Colonel  Giltner,  which  was  re-enforced  during 
the  fight  by  General  Vaughn  with  Bradford's  Thirty-second  [Thirty- 
ninth]  Tennessee  Mounted  Infantry,  numbering  jjrobably  800  men .  The 
Ninth  and  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry  ai'e  improving  rapidly,  and 
require  but  little  more  experience  to  make  them  excellent  soldiers. 
Colonels  Brownlow  and  Ingerton  use  every  endeavor  to  instruct  their 
men. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALYAN  C.  GILLEM. 

Governor  Andrew  Johnson, 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

XBDENDA. 

Memorandum  of  march  from  Gallatin,  Tenn.,  to  Strawberry  Plains,  An 

gust  4-18,  1864. 

My  command  marched  from  Gallatin,  Tenn.,  August  4,  1864,  and 
encamped  that  night  at  Cole's  Ferry,  on  the  south  side  of  Cumberland 
Eiver. 

August  5.— Passed  through  Lebanon  and  encamped  four  miles  beyond 
on  the  Gordonsville  or  Trousdale's  Ferry  road. 

August  6.— Crossed  Caney  Fork  at  Trousdale's  Ferry  and  encamped 
on  the  east  bank  of  the  river. 

August  7.— Encamped  at  Allison's,  on  the  Sparta  road. 

August  8.— Encamped  at  Mattock's,  eight  miles  north  of  Sparta. 

Augi>„it  5.— Passed  through  Sparta  and  encamped  at  the  foot  of  the 
Cumberland  Mountain  on  the  Crossville  road. 

August  iO.— Eemained  in  camp  shoeing  horses  and  collecting  forage 
for  the  march  across  the  mountain. 

August  ii.— Encamped  on  Caney  Fork,  eighteen  miles  east  of  Sparta. 

August  i^.— Passing  through  Crossville,  encamped  on  Daddy's  Creek. 

Augiist  i5.— Encamped  at  foot  of  the  mountain  at  Kimbrough's,  Belle- 
ville. 
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Atigust  14. — Crossing  Clinch  Eiver  four  miles  above  Kingston,  passed 
through  that  town  and  encamped  four  miles  out  on  Knoxville  road. 

Atigmt  15. — Encamped  fit  Campbell's  Station,  sixteen  miles  west  of 
Knoxville. 

August  16. — Passed  through  Knoxville  and  encamped  three  miles  out 
on  road  to  Strawberry  Plains. 

August  17. — Marched  to  Strawberry  Plains. 

Aiigust  18. — licmained  in  camp  at  the  Plains. 

Distance  from  Gallatin  to  Strawberry  Plains,  as  marched,  218  miles. 

[Indoraciuent.] 

This  memorandum  is  intended  merely  to  indicate  the  line  of  march 
from  Gallatin  to  Strawberry  Plains.  My  report  dated  August  24,  at 
Greeneville,  gives  line  of  march  after  that  time. 

ALVAN  C.  GILLEM, 

Brigadier- General. 


AUOTTST  22,  1864.— Skirmishes  at  Canton  and  Bearing  Spring,  Ey. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Edward  H.  Hohson,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
First  Brigade,  First  Division,  District  of  Kcntuclcy. 

Smithland,  August  23,  1864. 
I  have  received  the  following  dispatch,  with  the  request  that  I  send 
you  a  copy: 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  District  op  Kentucky, 

In  Field,  Canton,  Ky.,  August  S2,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  EwiNG, 

Louisville,  Ky. : 
Rebels  were  pursued  to  this  point.  Colonel  Johnson,  Fifty-second  Kentnclcy,  at- 
tiicked  their  rear  this  moiniug  at  daylight;  killed  15;  captured  50  prisoners,  100 
horses  and  mules.  About  300  succeeded  in  crossing  the  river.  Colonels  True  and 
Burge  are  pursuing  some  down  north  bank  of  Cumberland  Eiver.  My  forces  are 
picking  them  up  as  they  pursue.  Col.  A.  R.  Johnson  lost  both  eyes ;  he  may  recover 
I'rom  his  wounds.  Colonel  Starling's  regiment,  scouting  country  in  vicinity  of 
Princeton,  are  capturing  some  prisoners. 

E.  H.  HOBSON, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  II.  PECK, 
Major,  Commanding  Post. 
Brigadier-General  Paine. 


HoPKTNSViLLE,  Ky.,  August  23, 1864. 
I  drove  Adam  Johnson's  force  from  Webster  County,  on  Cumberland 
Eiver.  Col.  Sam.  Johnson  fought  them  at  that  place;  killed  15,  cap- 
tured 50  and  quite  a  number  of  horses  and  mules.  Colonels  True  and 
Johnson  were  in  pursuit  of  rebels  under  Sypert;  fought  him  at  Eoar- 
ing  Spring.  True  is  now  on  their  track;  last  report  says  they  were 
having  a  running  flght.  The  expedition  has  been  successful  in  driving 
the  rebels  from  the  State,  besides  capturing  and  killing  quite  a  number 
of  men,  mules,  horses,  and  arms. 

E.  H,  HOBSON, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
Brigadier-General  Ewing, 

Louisville,  Ky. 
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AUGUST  29-SEPTEMBER  4, 1864.— Operations  in  East  Tennessee,  includ- 
ing skirmishes  (September  4)  at  Park's  Gap  and  at  Greeneville,  and  death 
of  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan,  C.  S.  Army. 

RBFORTS. 

No.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  Alvan  C.  Gillem,  U.  S.  Army. 
No.  2.— Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols,  C.  S.  Army. 

]sro.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Alvan  G.  Gilkm,  JJ.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

BulUs  Gap,  Tenn.,  September's,  1864. 

His  Excellency  Andreat  Johnson, 

Military  Governor  of  Tennessee: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  report  of  the  action  of  the 
forces  under  my  command  from  the  29th  ultimo  to  the  4th  instant,  in- 
clusive. 

I  am,  Governor,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVAN  0.  GILLEM, 

Adjutant- General  Tennessee. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  FotiCES, 

BulPs  Gap,  Tenn.,  September  5,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  herewith  the  operations  of  the  forces  under 
my  command  from  the  29th  ultimo  to  the  4th  instant',  inclusive. 

After  the  fight  at  Blue  Springs  the  enen^y's  forces  retreaifced  beyond 
the  Watauga  River  at  Carter's  Station.    The  next  day  I  received  in- 
formation from  the  most  reliable  sources,  through  General  Tillson,  that 
General  Wheeler's  forces  were  crossing  the  French  Broad  both  above 
and  below  its  junction  with  the  Holston,  and   the  various  brigades 
were  separated  from  each  other.    After  consultation  1  determined  to 
turn  back,  and  endeavor  to  attack  Wheeler's  forces  in  their  scattered 
condition.    On  the  25th  I  marched  from  Greeneville  to  Eogersville,  but 
owing  to  the  heavy  rains  which  occurred  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day, 
I  was  unable  to  get  all  my  train  over  the  Holston  on  that  day.    On  the 
morning  of  the  2Cth,  the  river  having  fallen  sufficiently,  I  finished 
crossing  my  train  and  moved  down  the  north  side  of  the  Holston  River. 
On  the  28tli  my  advance  entered  Rutledge,  and  I  ascertained  that  the 
enemy's  rear  had  left  Blain's  Oross-Roads,' eighteen  miles  in  my  ad- 
vance, at  10  o'clock  the  day  jjrevious  and  was  rapidly  moving  in  the  di- 
rection of  Kingston  by  way  of  Lee's  Ford,  on  the  Clinch  River.    It  was 
now  perfectly  evident  that  I  would  be  unable  to  overtake  the  enemy 
before  they  crossed  the  mountains  into  Middle  Tennessee,  which  Your 
Excellency  will  remember  I  predicted  they  would  do  in  a  dispatch  sent 
you  from  Bull's  Gap  on  the  23d  of  Angust.    I  therefore  determined  to 
pursue  no  farther  but  to  retui'n  and  resume  operations  against  the 
forces  of  General  John  H.  Morgan,  commanding  the  rebel  Department 
of  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee.    On  the  29th  of  August  I 
marched  from  Bean's  Station  to  Cobb's  Ford,  on  the  Holston  River. 
The  next  day  I  crossed  the  river  and  encamped  near  Russellville. 
The  reduced  condition  of  the  horses,  and  their  being  unshod,  rendered 
it  necessary  for  me  to  move  slowly,  as  I  had  already  marched  more  than 
300  miles,  and  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  in  my  rear  by  Wheeler 
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rendered  it  impossible  to  obtain  supplies  from  Knoxville.  Knowing 
that  a  rebel  brigade  occupied  Bull's  Gap  on  the  morning  of  the  30th, 
on  that  evening  after  my  arrival  at  Eussellville  I  sent  a  reconnoitering 
party,  under  Captain  Wilcox,  of  the  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  to 
obtain  information  of  their  whereabouts.  On  his  arrival  near  the  gap 
he  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  fallen  back  so  soon  as  they  had 
ascertained  that  I  was  crossing  the  river.  Captain  Wilcox  determined 
to  hold  the  gap  until  he  could  send  back  for  orders.  On  entering  the 
gai),  at  about  10  p.  m.,  he  was  met  by  a  party  of  about  100  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  also  out  reconnoitering.  He  charged  them  and  drove  them 
back,  holding  the  gap  until  I  arrived  with  the  remainder  of  the  com- 
mand at  daylight.  The  condition  of  the  animals  belonging  to  the  com- 
mand rendered  it^ibsolutely  necessary  they  should  be  rested  and  shod 
before  moving  farther,  and  I  accordingly  determined  to  remain  here 
and  refit.    I  sent  the  proper  staff  ofScers  for  supplies  to  Knoxville. 

Nothing  occurred  of  importance  until  the  evening  of  the  3d  instant, 
when  I  obtained  information  that  General  Morgan  was  concentrating 
all  his  forces  to  dislodge  me  fi-om  this  position,  and  that  his  advance, 
consisting  of  Vaughn's  brigade,  had  passed  through  Greeneville  at  1 
p.  m.  of  that  day,  and  encamped  at  Park's  Gap,  two  miles  this  side  of 
Greeneville.  I  knew  that  Smith's  brigade  was  encamped  near  Carter's 
Station,  on  the  Babb's  Mill  road,  at  12  m.  of  the  same  day.  1  immedi- 
ately resolved  not  to  wait  for  him  but  to  endeavor  to  surprise  and  at- 
tack his  forces  in  detail  before  they  could  be  concentrated.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ingerton,  commanding  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  was  or- 
dered to  march  at  10  o'clock  that  night  by  way  of  the  Aruet  road  to 
Avithin  one  mile  of  Greeneville,  there  cross  to  the  Knoxville  road  and 
place  himself  in  rear  of  the  enemy.  At  12  o'clock  1  marched  with  the 
Tenth  Michigan  and  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  one  section  of  Pat- 
terson's battery,  to  attack  the  enemy  in  front  at  daylight.  The  night 
was  one  of  the  darkest  and  stormiest  I  ever  witnessed,  the  rain  poured 
down  in  torrents,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  vivid  and  almost  constant 
lightning  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  continued  our  march. 
At  6  o'clock  Ave  came  upon  the  enemy's  vedettes,  who  were  shot.  The 
]iext  set  were  found  asleep.  Piishing  forward  rapidly  we  came  upon 
the  enemy  at  Park's  Gap,  who  stubbornly  resisted  the  advance  of 
the  Tenth  Michigan  Cavalry,  who  were  fighting  dismounted.  After 
a  few  rounds  from  the  artillery  they  gave  way  and  retreated  toward 
Greeneville,  closely  pressed  by  the  Tenth  Michigan  and  Ninth  Tennes- 
see Cavalry.  They  soon  found  their  retreat  in  that  direction  cut  off  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ingerton,  Avith  the  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 
and  most  of  them  would  probably  haA^e  been  captured  had  it  not  been 
for  the  inconsiderate  conduct  or  a  lieutenant  in  ordering  them  to  be 
tired  upon  before  they  Avere  completely  surrounded  by  Ingerton.  After 
discovering  our  troops  in  their  rear  they  broke  and  tied  toward  Greene- 
ville in  the  greatest  confusion,  closely  pursued  by  the  entire  command. 
The  pursuit  was  kept  uj)  seven  miles  beyond  Greeneville.  The  jaded 
and  unshod  condition  of  the  horses  rendered  it  impossible  to  overtake 
the  fresh  horses  of  the  fleeing  enemy.  Upon  Lieutenant-Colonel  In- 
gerton's  arrival  near  Greeneville  he  learned  that  General  Morgan  and 
his  staff,  Avho  had  arrived  the  previous  evening,  had  headquarters  at 
Mrs.  Williams'  in  town.  Colonel  Ingerton  detached  a  squadron,  under 
Captain  Wilcox,  of  the  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  to  surround  the 
house  and  capture  General  Morgan,  with  his  staff  and  escort,  who  were 
unaAvare  of  the  presence  of  the  Federal  troops  until  aAvakened  by  the 
report  of  their  OAvn  artillery,  which  was  situated  on   College  Hill,  and 
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opened  upon  Captain  Wilcox's  squadron  as  soon  as  they  made  their  ap- 
pearance in  the  street.  General  Morgan's  headquarters  were  sur- 
rounded and  he  was  shot  by  Private  Andrew  Campbell,  of  Company  G, 
Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  while  he  was  endeavoring  to  make  his 
escape  and  join  his  command.  His  staif,  with  a  single  exception,  was 
captured.  Vaughn's  brigade  on  arriving  at  the  position  held  by  the 
artillery  endeavored  to  reform,  but  a  few  discharges  from  our  dis- 
mounted cavalry  soon  caused  them  to  resume  their  flight,  leaving  be- 
hind them  one  piece  of  artillery  and  two  caissons,  with  their  horses  and 
equipments.  The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  will  exceed  75:  106  prisoners 
have  been  sent  to  the  rear;  several  others  were  left  in  Greeneville,  too 
badly  wounded  to  be  removed.  Our  loss,  9  wounded  (1  mortally),  none 
killed,  and  no  prisoners.  All  of  General  Morgan's  papers  feU  into  my 
hands,  and  showed  his  force  to  have  been  from  1,800  to  2,000  men,  in- 
cluding Morgan's  old  brigade.  His  forces  were  divided  into  three  bri- 
gades, under  Generals  Vaughn  and  Giltner,  and  Colonel  Smith.  Owing 
to  the  surprise  and  their  scattered  condition  they  probably  at  no  one 
time  had  as  many  men  in  action  as  I  had. 

Where  all  behaved  so  well,  it  may  seem  invidious  to  mention  any  one 
in  particular,  but  I  feel  that  it  would  be  great  injustice  not  to  call  your 
particular  attention  to  the  almost  reckless  gallantry  of  Col.  John  K. 
Miller,  who  was  always  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  inspiring  his  men 
by  his  own  example  to  acts  of  gallantry.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ingerton 
deserves  great  credit  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  manner  in  which  he 
executed  the  movement  to  the  enemy's  rear.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Brownlow,  commanding  the  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  Major 
Newell,  commanding  the  Tenth  Michigan  Cavalry,  executed  all  my 
orders  with  great-promptness  and  efficiency,  and  aided  much  in  carry- 
ing out  my  plans.  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  uniform 
good  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Patterson,  commanding  Battery  E,  First 
Tennessee  Artillery,  and  Lieutenant  Regan,  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee  In- 
fantry, who  commanded  the  section  of  the  battery  with  me  in  the  fight 
yesterday.  Lieutenants  French  and  Lynn,  of  my  staff,  rendered  great 
assistance  in  carrying  orders  and  placing  troops.  Lieutenant  Miller, 
acting  aide-de-camp,  was,  I  regret  to  say,  too  seriously  injured,  by  rid- 
ing off  a  bridge  in  the  dark,  to  participate  in  the  action. 

The  enemy  having  fled  in  such  confusion  it  was  impossible  for  me  to 
overtake  him.  The  condition  of  my  horses  rendered  it  necessary  that 
they  should  be  shod  and  rest  a  few  days,  and  the  railroad  communica- 
tion having  been  opened  to  this  place,  I  determined  to  return  here, 
which  I  did  yesterday  evening  about  9  o'clock,  having  marched  fifty 
miles  from  12  o'clock  of  the  night  previous.  I  shall  remain  here  for  a 
few  days,  and  again  advance  upon  the  enemy. 

I  am.  Governor,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVAN  C.  GILLEM, 

Adjutant-General  Tennessee. 

Bull's  Gap,  Tenn.,  September  8, 1864. 
Accounts  last  night  locate  the  enemy  at  Jonesborough.    I  will  be  de- 
tained at  this  place  a  couple  of  days  longer,  when  1  hope  to  forward  you 
a  favorable  account  of  future  operations.    By  reference  to  my  journal  I 
find  I  have  marched  since  leaving  Nashville  405  miles. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVAN  C.  GILLEM, 

Adjutant-General  Tennessee. 
Governor  Johnson, 

Nashville,  Tenn. 
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'So.  2. 
Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols,  C.  S.  Army. 

Oaetee's  Station,  East  Tenn.,  September  u,  1864. 

General :  1  -was  b.i:oa8'ht  to  tins  place  by  a  disijatch  received  last 
niglit  that  the  troops  of  General  Morgan  had  been  surprised  at  Greene- 
viUe,  East  Tenn.,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  and  that  he  had 
been  killed  or  captured.  No  official  report  of  the  affair  has  yet  been 
made  to  me,  though  I  am  in  possession  of  the  principal  facts  connected 
therewith.  Brigadier-General  Morgan,  with  his  command,  had  reached 
Greeneville  the  night  previous,  and  he  had  established  his  headquarters 
at  a  private  house  therein.  The  enemy,  in  consequence  of  a  failure  on 
the  part  of  some  officers  to  have  one  of  the  roads  leading  into  the  town 
l>roperly  guarded  and  picketed,  charged  into  the  town  soon  after  day- 
light and  at  once  surrounded  the  house  where  General  Morgan's  head- 
quarters were  established,  and,  I  regTct  exceedingly  to  say,  killed  him 
and  captured  all  of  his  staff,  with  one  exception,  while  they  were  en- 
deavoring to  escape.  In  the  engagement  which  soon  commenced  be- 
tween our  troops  and  those  of  the  enemy  we  lost  some  25  or  30  men 
killed,  wounded,  and  captured.  The  enemy  very  soon  retired  from  the 
town  in  the  direction  of  Bull's  Gap,  and  our  troops  were  withdrawn  to 
the  vicinity  of  Jonesborough.  I  have  ordered  them  back  to  the  line  of 
the  Watauga  Eiver,  the  strongest  line  which  can  be  selected  between 
Jonesborough  and  the  Virginia  line,  in  order  that  they  may  be  station- 
ary for  a  time,  so  that  they  may  be  organized  properly  and  armed  and 
equiijped,  which  many  of  them  have  not  been  for  some  time  past. 

I  wiU  order  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  affair  at  GreeneviUe,  in 
order  to  ascertain  by  whose  neglect  or  misconduct  the  surprise  occurred. 
I  will  write  fully  as  to  the  condition  of  the  department  as  soon  as  I  i"e- 
tum  to  department  headquarters,  which  will  be  in  a  day  or  two. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

J]SrO.  ECHOLS, 
Brigadier-  General,  &c. 

General  S.  Ooopee, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va. 

ADDENDA. 

Headqtjaetebs  U.  S.  Forces, 

BiilVs  Gap,  Tenn.,  September  5,  1864. 

Gapt.  J.  T.  EOGERS, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  late  of  General  Morgati's  Staff: 
Sib  :  It  has  been  stated  that  General  John  H.  Morgan,  late  of  the  Con- 
federate Army,  was  killed  by  our  forces  in  Greeneville,  Tenn.,  after  he 
had  surrendered,  and  in  direct  violation  of  the  rules  of  war.  You  will 
confer  a  personal  favor  upon  myself,  and  be  doing  an  act  of  justice  to 
this  command,  by  stating  what  you  know  to  be  the  facts  connected  with 
the  killing  of  the  general. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  O.  C.  FKEjSTCH, 

Lieut,  and  Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  General  Gillem^s  Staff. 
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Headquakteks  Forces  East  Tennessee, 

September  5,  1864. 
Lieut.  O.  C.  French, 

Brigadier- General  Gllleni's  8taff : 

Lieutenant  :  In  answer  to  your  communication  relative  to  the  killing 
and  surrender  of  the  late  General  John  H.  Morgan  I  must  say  I  know 
but  little.  1  was  with  General  M.  when  he  left  Mrs.  Williams'  house. 
He  handed  me  one  of  his  pistols,  and  said  that  he  wished  me  to  assist 
him  in  making  his  escape.  I  told  him  it  was  ahnost  useless,  as  we  were 
entirely  surrounded.  He  replied,  saying  that  we  must  do  it  if  possible. 
We  were  concealed  in  a  clump  of  bushes,  when  a  soldier  rode  up  to  the 
fence,  wearing  a  brown  jeans  jacket.  We  naturally  supposing  him  a 
Confederate  soldier,  came  out  of  the  bushes,  General  M.  stepping  at  the 
same  time  through  the  fence.  The  soldier  demanded  a  surrender,  much 
to  our  surprise.  Captain  Wilcox,  of  the  Federal  army,  with  some 
other  soldiers,  rode  up.  I,  with  Mr.  Johnson,  hastened  toward  him, 
looking  back  in  the  direction  of  General  M.,  hearing  cries,  "kill  him!" 
"kill  him!"  from  every  quarter  except  Captain  W.,  who  received  my 
surrender  very  gentlemanly;  but  before  I  reached  Captain  W.  I  saw 
General  M.  throw  up  his  hands  exclaiming,  "Oh  God! "  I  saw  nothing 
more  of  him  until  he  was  brought  to  the  .street  dead.  I  am  satisfied 
that  Johnson  and  myself  were  both  fired  on  after  we  surrendered,  but 
by  men  so  far  from  us  that  it  must  have  been  impossible  for  them  to 
know  that  we  were  prisoners.  I  asked  Captain  Wilcox  to  leave  a  sol- 
dier with  me  after  I  had  surrendered,  for  my  own  safety,  which  he  did. 
We  were  possibly  fired  on  from  almost  every  direction,  but  from  such 
a  distance  that  I  am  almost  satisfied  that  the  men  did  it  innocently.  I, 
however,  do  not  condemn  them  for  firing  on  me  after  I  had  .surreudei-ed, 
under  the  circumstances.  If  General  M.  surrendered  before  he  was  shot 
I  do  not  know  it. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  T.  EOGERS, 
Capt.  and  A.  A.  A.  and  I.  G.,  late  General  John  H.  Morgan''s  Staff. 


SEPTEMBER  2,  1864.— Guerrilla  raid  on  Owensborough,  Ky. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  G.  Moon,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  U.  8. 

Colored  Infantry. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Oicensborough,  Ky.,  September  17, 1864. 
Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  facts:  On  the 
i!d  day  of  the  present  month  this  town  was  visited  by  a  band  of  guerril- 
liis,  who  murdered  3  U.  S.  soldiers  after  they  had  surrendered,  and  1 
citizen  who  had  once  been  an  officer  in  the  Federal  army. 
I  am,  most  respectfallv.  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  MOON, 
Lieut.  Col.  llSth  TJ.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  Commanding  Fost. 

Lieut.  E.  B.  Harlan, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjntant-Genvral. 
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SEPTEMBER  2,  1864— Skirmishes  at  and  near  Union  City,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Col.  James  N.McArihiir^  Fourth  TJ.  8.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery. 

Columbus,  Ky.,  September  3, 1864. 
I  sent  yesterday  morning  Lieutenant  Murray,  with  seventy  men  of  the 
Seventh  Tennessee  Cavah-y,  to  Moscow,  with  orders  to  find  the  enemy 
and  engage  him,  if  possible.  He  was  joined  by  Captain  Berry  with  his 
command,  and  at  Union  City  Lieutenant  Murray  came  up  with  Captain 
Churchill  and  Colonel  Dawson's  command  and  dispersed  them,  killing 
6  and  capturing  11  men.  At  the  same  time  Captain  Berry  was  two 
miles  west  of  Union  City;  he  came  upon  Captain  Campbell's  command, 
killing  2  and  capturing  1  wounded  man,  1  Government  horse,  guns, 
pistols,  &c.  Campbell's  command  fired  into  Lieutenant  Murray's  de- 
tachment a  few  hours  afterward  from  the  brush.  Lieutenant  Murray 
just  arrived.  Our  loss,  in  all,  1  horse.  He  reports  a  rebel  force  of  300 
at  McLemoresville,  Tenn. 

JAMES  N.  MoAETHUE, 
Col.  Fourth  JJ.  S.  Colored  Artillery  (Heavy),  Commanding  Post. 

Capt.  Phelps  Paine, 

Paducah,  Ky. 


SEPTEMBER  2-5, 1864.— Scout  from  Whiteside's,  Tenn.,  to  Sulphur  Springs, 

Ga. 

Report  of  Capt.  Alexander  T,  Snodgrass,  First  Ohio  Infantry. 

Camp  First  Ohio  Volunteers, 

Whiteside^s,  Septemher  6, 1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  a  scout 
under  my  command  made  in  accordance  with  instructions  received 
from  you : 

I  left  this  post  Friday  p.  m.,  September  2,  with  one  commissioned 
oflftcer,  forty-seven  enlisted  men  of  First  Ohio  and  twenty-one  men  of 
the  company  of  home  guards  stationed  here.  I  was  instructed  to  pro- 
ceed to  a  point  sixteen  miles  south  of  Trenton  and  gain  what  informa- 
tion I  could  of  any  force  of  rebel  cavalry  that  might  be  in  that  sec- 
tion of  country.  I  was  directed  particularly  to  look  after  Captain 
Wetherspoon  and  his  band.  Ascertaining  that  a  camp-meeting  was  in 
progress  at  Sulphur  Springs,  near  the  State  line  between  Georgia  and 
Alabama,  I  made  my  arrangements  to  be  at  that  place  on  the  following 
Sunday.  In  order  to  give  no  notice  to  any  armed  parties,  I  marched 
my  command  during  the  night-time,  remaining  concealed  during  the 
day,  picketing  the  road  to  prevent  any  persons  passing  ahead  of  my 
command.  In  this  manner  I  succeeded  in  reaching  a  thicket,  within 
one  mile  and  a  half  of  where  the  meeting  was  held  at  Sulphur  Springs, 
by  daylight  on  Sunday  morning  without  the  knowledge  of  any  persons 
but  Union  citizens.  Along  the  route  I  got  reliable  information  that  the 
force  of  rebel  cavalry  under  Captain  Wetherspoon,  which  passed  through 
that  country  a  few  days  before,  had  gone  to  their  headquarters  at  Car- 
rington  Bend,  across  Coosa  Eiver.    This  force  numbers  eighty  men,  well 
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mounted  and  tolerably  armed.  It  is  made  up  of  deserters  from  rebel  army, 
citizens,  and  a  few  regular  cavalry  of  Tennessee  and  Alabama  regiments. 
With  the  exception  of  ill-treating  and  robbing  a  few  Union  citizens, 
no  damage  was  done  by  them.  I  also  ascertained  that  Captain  Daven- 
port with  his  company  of  Dade  County  Home  Guards  were  at  Gads- 
den, where  he  makes  his  headquarters,  and  that  six  of  his  men  were  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Sulphur  Springs,  visiting  relatives  and  attending 
the  camp-meeting.  I  proposed  capturing  or  killing  these  men,  giving 
the  men  in  the  command  their  choice  if  they  met  with  them.  While 
remaining  concealed  in  the  woods,  about  9  a.  m.,  James  Longley,  private, 
Company  C,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  was  sent  back  to  a  house 
250  yards  in  rear  iii  charge  of  a  wagon  load  of  citizens  going  to  camp- 
meeting.  I  gave  him  particular  instructions  to  return  at  once,  which 
he  failed  to  do,  and  was  captured  by  four  of  this  party  of  home  guards. 
This  was  the  first  intimation  they  had  we  were  near  there.  They  came 
across  from  the  main  Gadsden  road  by  a  lane  on  their  way  to  the  meet- 
ing. After  capturing  Longley  they  left  by  same  route,  having  their 
prisoner  mounted  behind  one  of  them ;  fifteen  minutes  afterward,  I  was 
apprised  of  his  capture,  and  about  the  same  time  was  informed  by  a 
woman  that  they  had  passed  her  on  the  Gadsden  road  at  full  sjieed, 
having  their  prisoner  with  them.  Having  no  way  of  pursuing,  I  waited 
some  time  longer  before  proceeding  to  the  meeting.  Had  Longley 
behaved  as  a  soldier  should,  he  could  have  escaped  before  they  reached 
the  house  or  successftiUy  defended  himself.  Without  going  into  details, 
he  acted  the  coward,  and,  as  I  am  informed  his  reputation  as  a  soldier 
is  bad,  the  service  loses  but  little  in  his  loss.  At  10  a.  m.  I  divided  my 
force  into  three  squads  and  surrounded  the  meeting,  but  found  none 
but  citizens  attending.  The  appearance  of  the  soldiers  at  the  meeting 
was  the  first  intimation  they  had  we  were  near.  As  the  men  who  cap- 
tured Longley  were  from  that  neighborhood  and  harbored  by  the  citi- 
zens thereabouts,  I  concluded  to  arrest  six  of  the  most  prominentcitizens 
of  rebel  sympathies  as  hostages  for  Longley.  I  accordingly  arrested 
Henry  Smith,  John  Stewart,  S.  B.  Austin,  Benjamin  F.  Cooke,  Levi 
Lowery,  and  Daniel  Clark.  The  last  named  is  the  father  of  one  of  the 
men  who  captured  Longley.  StcAvart  and  Austin  have  taken  the  oath 
of  allegiance.  None  of  them  will  deny  that  they  symi)athize  with  the 
rebel  cause.  Stewart  and  Lowery  proposed  to  me  that  if  I  would  re- 
lease them  on  their  parole  of  honor  they  would  immediately  start  after 
the  prisoner  and  return  him,  if  possible,  otherwise  they  were  to  report 
at  Whiteside's.  I  agreed  to  the  proposition  and  released  them,  giving 
them  one  week  to  report.  I  feel  very  confident  the  prisoner  will  be  re- 
turned. The  remaining  citizens  I  brought  to  camj)  with  me.  I  left 
Lieutenant  Hawkins  and  thirteen  men  of  the  home  guards  to  remain  in 
that  section  of  the  country  for  a  few  days.  Being  all  natives  of  the 
place,  I  did  not  give  them  any  instructions. 

The  crops  in  the  valley  are  better  than  ever  before  known,  and  all 
will  have  enough  to  subsist  during  the  winter ;  in  some  instances,  farm- 
ers will  have  corn  to  sell  to  the  Government. 

I  returned  to  camp  Monday,  September  5, 1864. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfiiUy,  &c., 

A.  T.  SNODGEASS, 
Captain  Company  I,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Col.  Bassett  Langdon, 

Mrst  Ohio  Volunteers,  Commanding  Post  Whiteside's. 
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SEPTEMBER  6,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Readyrille,  Tenn. 

KEPORTS.* 

No.  1. — Col.  Thomas  J.  Jordan,  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

No.  2.— Col.  George  G.  Dibrell,  Thirteenth  Tennessee  (Confederate)  Cavalry,  com- 
manding brigade,  including  engagement  at  Saltville,  Va.,  October  2. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  J.  Jordan,  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Headqtjaeteus  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  September  6, 1864. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  orders  from  General  Van  Cleve  I  proceeded  with 
my  command  (the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  550  men)  at  1  a.  m.  on 
the  McMinnville  road  in  search  of  a  rebel  column  commanded  by 
Dibrell.  At  break  of  day  I  discovered  the  encami)ment  of  the  enemy 
at  Eeadyville,  and  at  once  made  dispositions  for  attack,  and  the  mo- 
ment that  it  was  suflBciently  light  I  ordered  Major  Kimmel  to  charge 
the  enemy  with  four  companies,  while  Major  Appel,  with  three  comi)a- 
nies,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  Avas  ordered  to  strike  the  left  flank  of 
the  enemy  at  the  same  moment  that  the  saber  charge  under  Major 
Kimmel  should  attack  the  right.  Major  Longsdorf  supported  Major 
Kimmel's  charge  with  three  companies.  At  fifteen  minutes  before  5  a. 
m.  the  charge  was  ordered,  and  the  men  went  gallantly  into  action. 
The  enemy  were  1,800  strong,  1,200  of  whom  were  armed,  the  remainder 
were  recruits.  In  ten  minutes  the  enemy  were  in  confusion,  and  in  an 
hour  Dibrell's  brigade  was  a  mass  of  fugitives.  The  action  began  at 
Stone's  River,  at  Eeadyville,  and  the  flying  enemy  pursued  to  Wood- 
bury, five  miles. 

We  captured  130  prisoners,  200  horses,  200  saddles;  also  a  large  num- 
ber of  Enfield  rifles,  all  of  which  I  ordered  to  be  destroyed,  as  1  had  no 
means  of  transporting  them  to  a  place  of  safety.  The  enemy  lost  25 
killed  and  about  100  wounded.  My  own  loss  was  1  man  killed,  6 
wounded,  and  5  missing.  I  also  lost  18  horses  killed  and  disabled 
during  the  charge. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  Major  Kimmel,  Major  Appel, 
and  Major  Longsdorf,  for  their  gallantry  in  this  action. 

Amongst  my  wounded  are  Lieut.  Thomas  W.  Jordan,  Company  H, 
very  severely  in  tAvo  places;  and  Lieut.  W.  M.  Potter,  shghtly  through 
the  right  arm. 

All  my  officers  and  men  behaved  in  the  most  praiseworthy  manner. 

llespectfully  reported. 

THOS.  J.  JORDAN, 
Colonel  ninth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Cavalry. 

Major  MoE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

'  See  also  Van  Cleve's  report.  Vol.  XXXVIII,  Part  II,  p.  504. 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  George  G.  Dibrell,  Thirteentli  Tennessee  {Confederate) 
Cavalry,  commanding  brigade,  including  engagement  at  Saltville,  Va., 
October  2. 

Hbadquartees  Dibeell's  Brigade, 

Greenville,  8.  C,  October  19, 1864. 

For  the  information  of  the  major-general  commanding  I  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report  of  my  operations  since  I  left  the  command 
at  Sparta,  Tenn. : 

According  to  verbal  instructions  received  I  remained  at  Sparta  with 
the  Eighth  [Thirteenth]  Tennessee  Eegiment,  numbering  about  130  rank 
and  file,  four  days  after  the  command  left,  recruiting,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  2d  of  September  I  moved  with  about  800  men  in  pursuit  of  the  com- 
mand. At  Liberty  I  learned  that  the  major-general  commanding  was  en- 
gaging the  enemy  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Nashville,  and  that  Gen- 
erals Williams  and  Robertson  had  moved  on  via  Lebanon.  I  accordingly 
followed  the  same  route.  When  I  reached  Lebanon  I  learned  that  the 
main  force  was  on  the  Franklin  and  Colizmbia  roads,  and  turned  across 
in  the  direction  of  Murfreesborough,  traveling  until  a  late  hour  at  night 
and  sending  scouts  well  out  upon  the  railroad,  who  reported  next  morn- 
ing General  Steedman  with  a  strong  infantry  force  upon  the  railroad, 
who  had  prevented  Generals  Williams  and  Eobertson  from  crossing 
north  of  Murfreesborough.  I  had  in  the  mean  time  been  joined  by  from 
200  to  300  more  recruits,  stragglers,  and  absentees,  swelling  my  num- 
bers from  1,000  to  1,200,  about  300  of  whom  were  armed,  but  with  little 
ammunition.  After  my  scouts  in  advance  having  reported  that  they 
had  seen  a  large  cavalry  force  pass  down  the  Eeadyville  and  Murfrees- 
borough pikes,  and  a  consultation  with  officers  of  the  different  com- 
mands then  with  me,  and  owing  to  the  large  number  of  unarmed  men 
with  us,  we  decided  not  to  attempt  to  cross  the  railroad  near  3Iurfrees- 
borough,  as  the  Yankee  papers  of  that  morning  stated  our  forces  were 
retreating  south  of  Columbia,  but  turned  up  the  Eeadyville  pike,  in- 
tending to  move  to  the  vicinity  of  Tullahoma,  and  if  possible  cross  the 
railroad  and  join  the  main  force,  and  in  case  we  were  satisfied  you  had 
gone  to  the  Tennessee  Eiver  we  would  likewise  move  across  the  moun- 
tains and  endeavor  to  make  our  way  out.  Traveling  on  until  12 
o'clock  at  night,  we  encamped  between  Eeadyville  and  Woodbury, 
placing  out  pickets  all  around  us,  with  orders  to  move  on  at  day- 
light next  morning.  Just  as  we  were  about  moving  the  enemy,  sup- 
posed to  be  800  strong  (Ninth  Pennsylvania  and  mounted  infantry), 
about  half  mounted,  the  others  dismounted,  having  surprised  and  got 
between  our  pickets  (who  were  of  Major  Wright's  command,  of  Gen- 
eral Robertson's  brigade)  and  our  camps,  came  charging  u])on  us.  I 
used  every  effort  to  rally  the  men,  but  owing  to  the  large  nujuber  un- 
armed, quite  a  stampede  took  place  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  they 
could  be  rallied  and  checked.  After  stopping  them  1  determined  to 
make  for  the  mountains,  and  did  so,  recrossing  the  Caney  Fork  below 
Eock  Island,  where  all  the  stragglers  came  in.  Our  loss  was  2  killed, 
2  seriously  wounded  and  left,  and  61  captured,  making  a  total  loss  to  us 
of  65  men  and  about  50  horses.  We  killed  10,  wounded  25,  and  cap- 
tured 8  of  the  enemy.  They  admitted  in  their  published  accounts  their 
killed  and  wounded  35.    Bight  of  their  dead  they  left  on  the  field. 

On  the  8th  we  prepared  five  days'  rations,  cooked,  and  intended 
moving  on  the  9th  to  try  to  recross  Tennessee  River  below  Kingstouj^ 
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but  late  in  the  evening  of  the  8tli  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Will- 
iams stating  that  he  Avaa  en  route  for  Sparta,  and  requested  we  should 
join  him,  which  Ave  did  next  da,y.  Great  anxiety  was  felt  by  all  the 
command  not  to  leave  Tennessee  if  there  was  any  possible  chance  to  join 
the  major-general,  and  frequent  consultations  were  had,  scouts  sent  out, 
&c.,  of  Avhich  I  presume  Brigadier-Generals  WiUiams  and  Eobertson 
will  report. 

I  cannot  close  this  without  adding  a  word  in  regard  to  the  battle  of 
Saltville  on  the  2d  instant.  I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  presence  of 
Brigadier-General  WiUiams'  command  saved  the  salt-works.  My  bri- 
gade, consisting  of  the  Eighth  [Thirteenth]  Tennessee,  six  companies  of 
Colonel  McLemore's  Fourth  Tennessee,  and  Col.  Paul  Anderson's 
Fourth  [Eighth]  Tennessee,  occupied  the  extreme  right  and  fought 
about  2,500  Yankees  and  negroes,  making  a  most  desperate  fight, 
killing  in  front  of  our  lines  over  200  and  Avounding  a  great  many. 
Thirty  minutes  of  the  last  of  the  fight  by  the  Eighth  [Thirteenth]  was 
with  their  pistols,  their  ammunition  having  failed.  General  Eoberl- 
sou's  right,  which  rested  upon  bur  left,  having  been  AAithdrawn,  left 
%,  gap  through  which  the  enemy  passed  and  got  into  our  rear,  com- 
pelling us  to  retire  (in  good  order  and  at  our  leisure)  to  the  fortifica- 
tions in  our  rear,  where  we  turned  and  drove  the  enemy  baek.  The 
conduct  of  the  entire  brigade  Avas  such  as  any  veteran  soldier  might 
be  proud  of,  and  won  the  applause  of  all  who  witnessed  the  fight 
and  went  over  the  battle-field  the  next  morning  and  saw  the  effects  ot 
their  hard  fighting.  I  feel  very  certain  that  my  command  killed  and 
Avounded  more  than  we  had  in  the  fight,  and  more  than  two-thirds  of  the 
whole;  captured  all  the  prisoners  taken  and  five  stand  of  colors. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  G.  DIBEELL, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Maj.  E.  S.  BuRFOBD, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Wheeler's  Corps. 


SEFTEMBEB  6,  1864.— Skirmish  near  the  Eight- Mile  Post,  on  the  Natchez 
and  Liberty  Soad,  Miss. 

Report  of  Capt.  Harvey  H.  Merriman,  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Hdqks.  Company  L,  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry, 

Natchez,  Miss.,  September  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  in  conformity  with  your  order  detail- 
ing me  and  fifty  men  to  move  east  on  the  Liberty  road  to  find  out  the 
Avhereabouts  of  the  enemy>  I  found  their  pickets  at  the  Eight-Mile 
Post,  moved  on  them  slowly  for  two  miles,  skirmishing  all  the  time.  I 
Avas  fearful  of  an  ambuscade.  As  they  were  stubborn  in  their  retreat, 
I  ordered  a  charge,  and  the  running  fight  ensued  for  three  miles,  ending 
in  the  capture  of  1  prisoner  and  6  horses  and  mules  and  equipments, 
and  4  stand  of  arms,  scattering  the  remaining  force  all  over  the  coun- 
try. I  could  hear  of  no  formidable  force  this  side  of  the  Homochitto, 
32  R  B — VOL  XXXIX,  PX  I 
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distance,  twenty-eight  miles.  The  prisoner  captured  is  from  Captain 
Ferry's  company,  Tenth  Regiment  Mississippi  Cavalry,*  commanded  by 
Colonel  Wood,. now  on  dnty  at  Springer's  Ferry,  on  Homochitto  Eiver. 
Captain  Huges  is  guarding  Wilson's  Ferry,  on  Homochitto.  The  prop- 
erty captured  was  turned  over  to  quartermaster. 

I  am,  very  respectfdlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEVEY  H.  MBERIMAN, 
Captain,  Fourth  Begimeht  Illinois  Cavalry,  Gomdg.  Co.  L. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  Brayman, 

Commanding  JJ.  8.  Forces. 


SEPTEMBER  9-11,  1864. — Expeditions  from  Mobile  Bay  to  Bonsecours  and 

Fish  Rivers,  Ala. 

XIEIPORTS.  • 

No.  1.— Bvt.  Brig.  Geo.  Joseph  Bailey,  Colonel  Fourtli  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  command- 
ing brigade. 

No.  2.— Capt.  Clement  W.  Stone,  Sixth  Michigan  Heavy  Artillery,  Acting  Assistant 
Quartermaster. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Bailey,  Colonel  Fourth  Wisco7isin  Cav- 
alry, commanding  brigade. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Mobile  Bay,  September  13, 1864. 

I  forward  herewith  reports  of  expeditions  made  to  Bonsecours  and 
Fish  Eivers,  Ala.,  by  Capt.  C.  W.  Stone,  of  my  staff: 

These  expeditions  were  made  upon  advisement  with  Admiral  Farra- 
gut,  and  I  received,  as  I  do  in  everything  else  here,  the  very  hearty  co- 
operation of  the  navy.  There  have  been  destroyed  the  immense  salt- 
works at  Bonsecours  and  the  barracks  at  Camp  Anderson.  Probably 
100,000  feet  of  fine  lumber  has  thereby  been  secured  to  the  Govern- 
ment.— of  vast  benefit  here  in  the  erection  of  warehouses,  hospitals,  &c. 
The  expeditions  were  conducted  with  the  utmost  care,  and  I  feel  confi- 
dent that  no  wanton  destruction  of  private  property  or  pillaging  took 
place.  It  was  learned  that  Hood  had  fallen  back  to  Montgomery,  and 
that  a  brigade  of  his  army  had  arrived  in  Mobile. 

Trusting  that  these  reports  and  the  movements  they  chronicle  may 
meet  with  the  approval  of  the  major-general  commanding,  I  remain, 
very  resj)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BAILEY, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

A.  A.  G.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 

*  Kefcreuce  is  probahly  to  Wjrt  Adams'  regiment. 
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No.  2. 

Reports  of  Capt.   Olerhent  W.  Stone,   Sixth  Michigan  Heavy  Artillery, 
Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

Heabquartees  U.  S.  Forces, 
Fort  Morgan,  Mobile  Point,  Ala.,  September  11,  1864. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  to  written  instructions  received  from  General 
Bailey,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  1  proceeded  with  the  steamer 
Planter,  with  two  barges  in  tow,  and  250  meii,under  command  of  Major 
Pettibone,  Twentieth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  to  the  mouth  of  Bonse- 
cours  Eiver.  Three  gun-boats  under  the  command  of  Captain  Wiggin, 
U.  S.  Navy,  entered  the  baj"^  some  distance  in  advance  of  the  Planter, 
and  took  such  position  as  would  enable  them  to  assist  us  in  case  we 
were  attacked.  As  soon  as  the  troops  were  landed,  a  strong  picket 
guard  was  posted  on  the  road  leading  in  to  Bousecours,  there  being 
but  one  road  leading  into  that  place,  the  country  on  both  sides  beiug 
an  impassable  swamp.  The  remainder  of  the  force  was  jilaced  at  work 
taking  down  buildings,  which  had  been  constructed  for  manufacturing 
salt,  and  in  loading  the  lumber  onto  the  barges.  I  suspended  all  labor  at 
dark,  but  resumed  my  work  at  an  early  hour  on  the  succeeding  morn- 
ing, and  before  night  I  had  loaded  onto  the  barges  about  30,000  feet  of 
lumber,  that  being  all  the  available  lumber  in  the  salt-works.  The  naval 
forces  had  been  engaged  in  the  mean  time  in  breaking  the  kettles  be- 
longing to  the  salt-works,  the  tools  which  I  had  with  me  being  too  light 
for  this  purpose,  many  of  these  kettles  being  fully  two  inches  in  thick- 
ness, while  others  were  made  of  a  heavy  quality  of  boiler  iron.  Cap- 
tain Wiggin,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  informs  me  that  990  of  these  kettles  were 
destroyed. 

In  addition  to  the  lumber  I  loaded  onto  the  barges  nine  head  of  beef- 
cattle  belonging  to' a  citizen,  who  is  at  present  inside  of  our  lines  in  the 
employment  of  Captain  Perkins,  assistant  quartermaster.  I  left  Bon- 
secours  at  8  p.  m.,  having  previously  fired  all  buildings  used  as  salt- 
works, as  I  ascertained  that  they  were  owned  by  parties  who  are  at 
present  in  Mobile,  and  that  these  works  had  been  manufacturing  salt 
for  the  Confederate  Army,  and  also  a  number  of  buildings  about  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  from  Bonsecours,  these  buildings  having  been  con- 
structed by  the  Confederate  forces  as  quarters  for  soldiers,  the  place 
being  known  as  Camp  Anderson.  I  arrived  at  this  place  at  midnight. 
I  also  brought  in  2  prisoners,  George  Brown  and  J.  F.  Yeenel,  they 
both  being  reported  as  being  engaged  in  conveying  information  to 
Mobile. 

No  improper  depredations  were  committed  by  the  troops,  all  conduct- 
ing themselves  in  an  orderly  and  soldier-like  manner. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  Major  Pettibone  and  his  officers  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  assisted  me  in  discharging  my  duties,  all  taking  an  inter- 
est in  forwarding  the  work  as  much  as  possible. 

Yery  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  STONE, 
Captain,  Sixth  Michigan  Vol.  Arty.,  Actg.  Asst.  QvMrtermaster. 

Maj.  George  W.  Durgin, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headqtjaktbrs  U.  S.  Forces, 
Fort  Morgan,  Mobile  Point,  Ala.,  September  13,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  would  Very  respectfully  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  10th 
instant  I  ordered  the  steamer  Planter  to  make  fast  to  the  large  barge, 
and  at  midnight  Captain  Vandagrift,  Twentieth  Wisconsin  Volunteers, 
having  reported  on  board  with  200  men,  I  proceeded  to  Fish  River,  in 
obedience  to  Special  Orders,  Ko.  27.  On  arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  1  found  three  gunboats,  Captain  Wiggin,  tJ. S.  Navy, command- 
ing. Soon  after  sunrise  we  moved  up  the  river,  preceded  by  two  gun- 
boats of  light  draught,  one  gun-boat  being  left  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  as  it  was  drawing  too  much  water  to  pass  over  the  fiats.  Owing 
to  the  extremely  tortuous  course  of  this  stream  Ave  were  obliged  to 
move  very  slowly.  The  gun-boats,  being  stern-wheel  boats,  experi- 
enced much  trouble  in  passing  the  bends  of  the  river.  We  proceeded 
up  the  river  for  a  distance  of  six  miles  to  a  place  known  as  Smith's 
Mills,  and  here  made  a  landing.  This  place  is  on  narrow  ridge  of  high 
land  running  down  to  the  river,  being  flanked  on  both  sides  by  a 
swamp.  I  sent  a  strong  picket  guard  out  at  a  proper  distance  and 
placed  them  across  the  high  land  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  my  party 
being  surprised.  I  then  ordered  the  men  to  load  onto  the  barge  the 
lumber  found  at  the  mill,  of  which  there  was  a  considerable  quantity, 
and  before  night  we  had  loaded  on  some  55,000  feet  of  new  lumber  aud 
twenty  head  of  cattle,  both  the  lumber  and  the  cattle  being  the  prop- 
erty of  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.  He  was  absent  from  the  mill,  being  in  Mobile 
at  this  time.  We  saw  nothing  of  the  enemy  during  the  day,  and  at 
sundown  we  moved  out  and  proceeded  down  the  river.  After  leaving 
the  mill  about  half  a  mile  we  were  suddenly  fired  into  by  a  force  from 
the  left-hand  bank  of  the  river.  I  immediately  ordered  the  men  to  fire 
at  the  enemy,  and  also  ordered  them  to  place  themselves  in  such  a  way 
that  they  were  protected  by  the  lumber  on  board  the  barge.  The  boats 
soon  moved  below  the  high  ground.  It  being  a  swamp  on  either  side 
the  enemy  could  not  reach  us,  but  on  again  passing  a  high  point  of 
land  we  were  met  by  a  second  shower  of  bullets.  We  replied  to  the 
enemy's  fire,  the  gun-boats  being  engaged  all  the  time  in  throwing 
grape  and  canister.  The  enemy's  force  consisted  of  mounted  men  en- 
tirely, and,  as  near  as  I  could  judge  from  the  firing  and  what  little 
could  be  seen  in  the  darkness,  numbered  about  forty  men.  After  the 
second  firing  we  saw  nothing  more  of  the  enemy,  and  on  arriving  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  we  anchored  until  morning,  the  water  being  too 
low  to  pass  at  that  time.  In  the  morning  we  passed  out  into  the  bay, 
touching  at  the  Point,  and  taking  on  eight  head  of  cattle.  We  then 
proceeded  direct  to  this  place. 

During  the  time  that  we  were  under  fire  both  officers  and  men  be- 
haved with  great  coolness,  there  being  no  confusion  whatever  among 
the  troops.  There  was  but  1  wounded  on  board  the  steamer  Planter, 
he  being  an  officer's  servant,  and  received  his  wound  while  he  was  fir- 
hig  at  the  enemy.  Captain  Wiggin  reported  to  me  that  the  gun-boat 
42  had  3  wounded,  none  of  them  being  serious  wounds. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  STONE, 
Captain,  Sixth  Michigan  Vol.  Arty.,  Actg.  Asst.  Quartermaster. 

Maj.  George  W.  Durgin, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I  would  respectfully  state  that  the  lumber 
taken  was  sawed  for  the  Confederate  forces  at  Mobile,  but  was  pre- 
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vented  from  reaching  that  place  by  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  in  Mobile 
Bay.  This  mill  has  been  engaged  for  the  past  two  years  in  sawing 
lumber  for  the  Confederate  authorities.  The  engine  belonging  to  the 
mill  I  found  buried  near  the  mill.  This  engine  was  taken  charge  of 
by  the  naval  forces. 

C.  W.  S. 


SEPTEMBER  10,  1864.— Affair  at  Campbellton,  Ga. 

Report  of  Lieut.  J.  M.  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  commandiiuj  scout. 

Hdqes.  Eoss'  Brigade,  Jackson's  Cavalry  Division, 

September  11, 1864.  ' 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  for  yoiir  information,  the 
following  report  from  my  scouts  near  Campbellton : 

A  foraging  party  of  Yankees,  sixty  strong,  'witli  throe  wagons,  went  to  Campbell- 
ton yesterday.  Lieutenant  Lee,  Captain  Preston,  and  myself  united  our  scouts, 
making  fifty-one  in  all,  and  went  in  pursuit.  We  met  them  coming  out  of  to^^^l, 
charged  and  routed  them,  killing  12,  wounding  8  severely,  and  capturing  14  prisoners 
unhurt,  30  stand  of  Sharps  and  Spencer  rifles,  and  1  wagon  and  4  mules.  In  the 
wagon  we  brought  off  the  wounded  Yankees  to  Fairburn.  My  loss  was  only  1  man 
slightly  wounded  and  3  horses  killed.  We  captured  horses  to  supply  the  places  of 
those  killed. 

J.  M.  TAYLOR, 
Lieutenant,  Commandinf/  Scout. 
I  am,  general,  A^ery  respectfully, 

L.  S.  EOSS, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Brigadier-CTeneral  Armstrong-,  Commanding  Division. 


SEPTEMBER  10,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Woodbury,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  J.  Jordan,  Winth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Woodbury,  Tenn.,  September  10, 1864. 
Ma.tor  :  I  respectfully  report  that  at  2  j).  m.,  as  jny  command  was  ap- 
proaching Stone's  Eiver,  on  the  edge  of  Woodbury,  that  my  advance 
fell  upon  a  detachment  of  rebels  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Anderson,  Fourth  [Eighth]  Tennessee  (rebel)  Cavalry,  numbering 
150.  The  attack  was  made  by  the  enemy,  and  was  very  sinrited  for  a 
few  minutes,  till  I  could  get  my  men  in  position.  In  ten  minutes  the 
enemy  began  to  retreat  in  the  direction  of  Auburn  toward  Lebanon.  I 
followed  them  three  miles,  capturing  4  of  the  enemy,  2  of  whom  are 
very  badly  wounded.  In  the  action  I  had  2  men  wounded,  1  very 
badly,  and  1  disabled  by  his  horse  falling  on  him  during  the  charge. 
The  prisoners  say  that  they  are  detailed  from  Williams'  division,  and 
that  they  left  the  command  as  a  scouting  party  and  to  communicate 
with  Wheeler.  They  were  within  six  miles  of  Sparta  when  detailed, 
and  followed  a  road,  leaving  McMinnville  to  the  left  as  they  came  here. 
They  say  Williams  passed  through  McMinnville  day  before  yesterday 
afternoon ,  and  is  now  at  Sparta.  I  will  encamp  on  the  Murfreesborough 
road,  two  miles  from  Woodbury  to-night,  and  send  back  my  wounded. 
The  ambulances  and  detail  will  return,  so  that  I  can  march  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  will  bring  any  orders  you  may  have  to  send.    There  are  sev- 
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eral  of  tlie  enemy  badly  wounded  in  this  neighborhood  whom  I  will  pa- 
role to  report  to  you  at  Murfreesborough  as  soon  as  they  are  able  to 
travel. 
Eespectfdlly  reported, 

THOS.  J.  JOEDAlf, 
Colonel  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

[Major  MoE,  Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 

Is  it  not  probable,  as  these  men  were  trying  to  communicate  with 
Wheeler,  that  he  finds  his  road  cut  off  south,  and  will  be  compelled  to 
seek  safety  in  passing  to  the  east? 

X.  i).  J. 


SEPTEMBER  10-OCTOBER  13,  1864.— Operations  in  East  Tennessee,  in- 
cluding skirmishes  (September  28)  at  Leesburg  and  (Sepjiember  30)  at 
Dnvall's  Ford. 

Report  of  Maj.  George  F.  Barnes,  Sixteenth  Kentucky  Cavalry. 

Hdqks.  Sixteenth  Kentucky  Cavalry  Voltjnteebs, 

Strawberry  Plains,  East  Tenn.,  October  17,  1864. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of 
the  operations  of  this  battalion  during  its  temporary  attachment  with 
the  East  Tennessee  expedition.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  0.  Gillem  commanding: 

My  command  left  this  place  September  10,  1864,  by  order  General 
Tillson.  Reported  to  General  Gillem  September  11,  1864,  at  Bull's 
Gap,  Bast  Tenn.,  went  into  camps,  remained  at  the  gap  doing  picket 
duty  and  scouting  to  Greeneville  and  Rogersville  until  the  morning  of 
September  27,  when  the  expedition  moved  toward  the  enemy's  lines. 
On  the  28th,  our  battalion  being  in  the  advance,  found  the  enemy's 
scouts  near  Leesburg,  charged  upon  them,  severely  wounding  1  and 
taking  5prisoners.  Arrived  at  Jonesborough  on the29th;  wentintocamp 
for  the  night.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th  General  Gillem  ordered  my 
battalion  to  proceed  to  Dnvall's  Ford,  on  the  Watauga  Eiver.  Arrived 
at  the  ford  at  11  a.  m. ;  found  the  enemy  strongly  posted  on  the  opposite 
shore;  attacked  them  at  once;  remained  at  this  ford  until  1  p.  m.,  when 
I  received  orders  to  move  to  Carter's  Station,  where  the  main  forces  then 
were.  Had  proceeded  but  half  a  mile  when  I  was  suddenly  attacked 
in  the  front  and  rear.  I  fell  back,  cutting  our  way  through  the  enemy 
that  was  in  our  rear  until  I  reached  the  Johnston  Station  road;  formed 
my  command  in  an  open  field;  made  a  charge  upon  the  advancing 
enemy  and  drove  them  back  to  where  the  attack  commenced ;  there  found 
the  enemy  too  strong  for  me;  I  retired  in  good  order  to  the  rear  of  the 
command.  Our  casualties  during  this  day's  operations  I  have  to  report 
as  12  missing  in  action,  1  slightly  wounded.  Remained  in  line  of  battle 
at  Carter's  Station  untU  the  evening  of  the  3d  of  October,  when  I  was 
ordered  to  Dnvall's  Ford  as  pickets.  Left  the  ford  at  8  a.  m  4th  instant 
and  joined  the  forces  under  General  Gillem,  near  Leesburg,  same  day. 
The  whole  command  then  moved  rapidly  toward  Bull's  Gap,  where  Ave 
arrived  on  the  7th  instant.  Left  Biall's  Gap  on  the  12th  and  arrived  hero 
on  the  13th. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  F.  BARNES, 
Major,  Commanding  Sixteenth  KentticTcy  Cavalry  Volunteers. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  Ammen, 

Commanding  District  of  East  Tennessee. 
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SEPTEMBEB  12,  1864.— Skirmish  near  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Col.  John  W.  Noble,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  commanding  brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  Cav.  Corps,  Dist.  op  West  Tenn., 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  September  12,  1864. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  main  body  of  the 
patrol  on  the  Hernando  road  have  returned.  They  state  that  upon 
coming  to  a  bridge  about  the  end  of  their  patrol  (twelve  miles)  the 
advance  guard  became  engaged,  and  at  the  same  time  their  whole 
body,  with  the  exception  of  the  rear  guard,  was  attacked  on  both  flanks 
by  a  strong  body  of  rebels,  numbering  from  150  to  200;  that  upon  find- 
ing the  enemy  too  strong,  they  broke  for  a  swamp  and  made  the  best 
of  their  way  to  the  Pigeon  Boost  road,  hearing  the  rebels  say,  "Never 
mind  boys,  we  will  wait  for  them,  they  will  be  back  again  presently," 
and  by  that  road  came  into  camp.  They  lost  4  men,  of  whom  2  are 
reported  killed  and  2  missing,  and  1  man  and  3  horses  wounded.  I 
have  sent  out  150  men  of  the  First  Brigade  to  learn  what  they  can  in 
regard  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  NOBLE, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  S.  L.  Woodward, 

Astiistant  Adjutant- General,  Cav.  Corps,  Dist.  of  West  Tenn. 


SEPTEMBER  14,  1864.— AfEair  near  Weston,  Ky. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  H.  Peclt,  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  Illinois 

Infantry. 

Headquarters  Post  Smithland, 

September  16,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  13th  instant  Colonel  Burge, 
commanding  Forty-eighth  Regiment  Kentucky  Yoluuteer  Infantry,  sent 
from  this  post  fourteen  guerrillas,  under  charge  of  Sergeant  Eogers  and 
six  men  of  the  Forty -eighth,  on  the  steamer  Colossus.  On  the  morning 
of  the  14th,  when  the  steamer  was  near  Weston,  Ky.,  the  guerrillas 
seized  and  overpowered  the  guard,  shot  and  killed  the  sergeant  and  1 
private,  and  wounded  2  privates.  They  then  ordered  the  steamer  headed 
for  the  shore,  leaped  off,  and  escaped  with  the  arms.  The  bodies  of  the 
soldiers  were  brought  here.  The  sergeant's  body  was  taken  by  his 
friends,  and  I  caused  the  body  of  the  other  to  be  interred  in  our  ceme- 
tery here.  One  of  the  guerrillas  was  a  captain  by  the  name  of  Steele. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  JOHN  H.  PECK, 

Major,  &c.,  Commanding  Post. 

Lieut.  E.  B.  Harlan, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Louisville,  Ky. 

p.  s. — I  immediately  sent  notice  of  the  escape  of  the  guerrillas  to 
Colonel  Burge.  tt    t> 
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SEPTEMBER  16-OCTOBER  10,  1864.— Forrest's  raid  into  Northern  Ala- 
bama and  Middle  Tennessee. 

SUMMA-RY    OF  THE   PRINCIPAL   EVKN-TS. 

Sept.  IG,  1864. — Forrest  sets  out  fioni  Verona,  Miss. 
21,  18G4. — Forrest  crosses  the  Tennessee  River. 

23,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Athens,  Ala. 

24,  1864.— Action  at  and  surrender  of  Athens,  Ala. 

25,  1864.— Action  at  and  surrender  of  Sulphur  Branch  Trestle,  Ala. 

26,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Richland  Creek,  near  Pulaski,  Tenn. 

27,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Pulaski,  Tenn. 

29,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Lynchburg,  Tenn. 
Oct.      1,  1864.— Surrender  of  hlock-houses  at  Carter's  Creek  Station.  Tenn. 
Skirmish  near  Huntsville,  Ala. 
1-2,  1864. — Skirmishes  at  Athens,  Ala. 
2,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Columbia,  Tenn. 
10,  1864. — Action  at  Eastport,  Miss. 

REPORTS.' 

No.  1.— Mo:).  Gen.  Lovell  H.  Rousseau,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

N,,  2.— Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  C.  McCallum,  II.  S.  Array,  Director-General  and 
Manager  Military  Railroads. 

No.  3. — ^Lieut.  Albert  Kramer,  Sixty-eighth  New  York  Infantry,  Assistant  Inspector 
of  Block-Houses. 

No.     4. — Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  B.  Wade,  Seventy-third  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.    5.— Maj.  Gen.  Robert  H.  Milroy,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  6. — Brig.  Gen.  Robert  S.  Granger,  XT.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  North- 
ern Alabama. 

No.  7. — Lieut.  Henry  C.  March,  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  Assistant 
Inspector  of  Railroad  Defenses. 

No.    8. — Col.  Wallace  Campbell,  One  hundred  and  tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 

No.     9. — Brig.  Gen.  John  C.  Starkweather,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  10. — Col.  William  B.  Sipes,  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  commanding  post  of 
Columbia. 

No.  11. — Col.  George  Spalding,  Twelfth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  commanding  Fourth 
Cavalry  Division. 

No.  12. — Col.  George  W.  Jackson,  Ninth  Indiana  Cavalry. 

No.  13. — Col.  George  B.  Hoge,  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  com- 
manding brigade. 

No.  14.— Maj.  Gen.  Nathjiu  B.  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Lovell  E.  Rousseau,  TJ.  8.  Army,  commanding  Dis- 
trict of  Tennessee. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  September  25,  1864—8.50  p.  m. 
Dispatches  just  received  indicate  that  this  afternoon  the  forces  at 
Sulphur  Branch  trestle,  consisting  principally  of  dismounted  men  from 
Ninth  and  Tenth  Indiana  Cavalry,  800  strong,  with  two  pieces  of  artil- 

*  For  Grant's  reference,  see  Vol.  XXXVIII,  Part  I,  p.  26 ;  and  for  reports  of  Thomas, 
Morgan,  Smith,  White,  McDonald,  Kichman,  Martin,  Pearce,  Vernon,  McLaughlin, 
and  Laugloy,  see  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  poet. 
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lery  in  a  fort,  surrendered  to  Forrest,  who  appears  to  be  tearing  up  tlie 
track  and  capturing  block-bouses  and  forts  as  he  goes.  Rebel  forces 
were  reported  advancing  on  Elk  Eiver  bridge.  General  Croxton  left 
Franklin  witb  brigade  of  cavalry  at  daylight  this  morning.  I  have 
sent  by  train  to  Pulaski  1,300  cavalry  and  a  battery,  and  will  follow  in 
an  hour  with  all  the  other  force  that  can  be  spared  from  here.  Troops 
sent  to  re-enforce  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  road  should  report  to 
General  Milroy  at  Tullahoma,  as  he  has  full  instructions  where  to  place 
the  men. 

L.  H.  EOUSSBATJ, 

Major- General. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


Pulaski,  Septemher  27, 1864—1.15  p.  m. 
Infantry  all  here  and  formed  in  line  ready  for  the  enemy.  Cavalry 
have  just  completed  the  retrograde  movement  and  formed  on  the  left. 
Pretty  brisk  skirmishiug.  Enemy  advancing.  We  are  all  ready  and 
anxious.  We  shall  attack.  Troops  here,  except  those  brought  with 
me,  are  worthless;  the  most  demoralized  I  have  ever  seen.  The  enemy 
are  moving  round  in  our  rear,  3,000  men  and  six  pieces  of  artillery,  it 
is  reported. 

L.  H.  ROUSSEAU, 

Major-  General. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Webster,  Nashville. 


Pulaski,  September  27,  1864. 

Skirmishing  was  kept  up  all  day.  This  evening  the  enemy  advanced 
a  heavy  skirmish  line  to  within  a  short  distance  of  om-s.  It  is  my  im- 
pression, also  General  Johnson's,  that  their  main  lines  will  be  advanced 
to-night,  and  that  they  intend  to  attack  in  the  morning.  Our  loss  to- 
day will  not  exceed  80.  To  avoid  a  flank  movement  I  sent  a  brigade  of 
cavalry  back  on  the  Nashville  pike,  six  or  eight  miles  from  here.  I 
hear  of  no  movement  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  A  prisoner  cap- 
tured in  Marshall  County  reports  that  he  was  en  route  to  McMinnville 
with  dispatches  for  General  Williams,  who  was  to  join  Forrest.  This 
man  reports  that  Forrest  has  eighteen  or  twenty  pieces  [of  artillery]  and 
about  7,000  men.  Six  or  seven  regiments  were  recently  transferred  from 
Wheeler.  The  prisoner  was  recently  under  Wheeler.  To-day  we  with- 
drew our  cavalry,  keeijing  main  hues  concealed  to  invite  attack,  but  the 
ruse  failed.  The  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  is  at  Chattanooga. 
Would  it  not  be  well  to  order  it  up  on  the  Chattanooga  road  by  railroad^ 
There  should  be  cavalry  on  that  road. 

L.  H.  ROUSSEAU, 

Major-General. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Webster. 


Pulaski,  Septemher  28, 1864. 
The  enemy  withdrew  from  this  place  last  night,  going  south.    The 
wires  are  cut  and  about  sixty  yards  of  the  track  on  one  side  burnt  at  a 
wood-yard  about  twelve  miles  north.    Have  sent  Colonel  Ord's  [  ?J  bri- 
gade to  watch  road  and  make  repairs  as  far  as  CuUeoka,  twenty-two  miles 
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north.  Forrest  may  go  up  on  south  side  of  the  Elk  Eiver  to  Tullahoma. 
Have  ordered  a  force  to  follow  and  ascertain  his  intention.  Loss  yes- 
terday a  little  jarger  than  first  reported.  The  enemy's  loss  not  less  than 
200.  We  think  he  will  strike  for  the  other  road,  for  he  has  repeatedly 
declared  his  intention  to  be  to  operate  on  Sherman's  rear.  To  resist 
him  successfully  we  must  have  more  cavalry.  He  has  five  brigades  and 
several  batteries.    Show  to  Miller  and  Polk. 

L.  H.  EOUSSEAU, 

Major-General. 
General  J.  D.  Webster. 


Franklin,  Tenn.,  September  29,  1864. 

Forrest  struck  the  road,  destroying  it  thoroughly  from  Athens  to 
within  a  few  miles  of  Pulaski.  The  defense  of  Athens  and  Sulphur 
Branch  trestle  was  very  poor,  as  I .  am  informed.  I  am  satisfied  that 
Forrest  will  not  leave  till  he  has  thoroughly  destroyed  the  railroad 
unless  killed  or  captured.  His  force  is  an  effective  one  and  amounts  to 
at  least  6,000  or  7,000  men,  with  a  proper  proportion  of  artillery.  Cav- 
alry alone  is  certain  against  him,  and  that  should  be  in  such  force  as  to 
be  secure  from  defeat.  He  can  march  away  from  infantry  and  can 
fight  or  not  as  best  suits  his  purpose.  At  Nashville  I  will  probably  get 
the  Ninth  Ohio  Cavalry.  Telegraph  me  at  Nashville.  My  reason  for 
sending  the  cavalry  across  was  to  enable  me  to  unite  my  force  promptly. 
Once  in  his  rear  he  could  hold  my  force  with  part  of  his  whiles  he  de- 
stroyed the  railroad  with  the  balance.  In  consequence  of  the  scarcity 
of  roads  in  the  country  I  could  not  well  head  him  off.  As  you  know 
the  steps  taken,  please  give  me  full  instructions.  I  have  about  3,000 
cavalry.  I  am  sure  Forrest  will  return  to  this  road  unless  defeated  or 
hard  pressed  from  the  other.  I  heard  nothing  from  you  until  3.30  this 
a.  m.  I  am  moving  infantry  on  railroad ;  left  Pulaski  4.30  last  evening. 
I  am  unavoidably  delayed  by  the  slowness  of  trains.  Will  push  for- 
ward as  rapidly  as  possible.  Forrest  took  Fayetteville  road.  It  is 
believed  that  he  wiU  strike  Chattanooga  road  at  Duck  or  Elk  Eiver 
bridges. 

L.  H.  EOUSSEAU, 

Major- General. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  H.  Thomas. 


Tvi,i,AB.OM.A,  September  30,  1864. 
Forrest  struck  the  road,  at  Athens  and  destroyed  it  to  mthin  a  few 
miles  of  Pulaski,  where  I  repulsed  him  on  the  27th  instant.  An  offtcer, 
formerly  of  my  staff,  now  a  citizen,  was  captured  by  Forrest  at  Athens. 
While  with  the  rebels  he  saw  twenty-foui-  pieces  of  artillery,  and  esti- 
mates his  force  at  8,000.  Forrest  is  here  to  stay  unless  driven  back 
and  routed  by  a  superior  cavalry  force.  Infantry  can  cause  him  to 
change  camp  but  cannot  drive  him  out  of  the  State.  Forrest's  move- 
ments are  much  more  cautious  than  formerly.  He  has  attacked  no 
Ijlace  held  by  white  men,  but  every  post  held  by  colored  troops  has 
been  taken,  and  his  destruction  of  railroad  was  most  thorough.  Cav- 
alry is  wanted.  I  have  here  about  3,000,  not  enough  to  fight  him 
without  support.  There  is  more  than  a  raid;  I  regard  it  as  a  formida- 
ble invasion,  the  object  of  which  is  to  destroy  our  lines,  and  he  will 
«urely  do  it  unless  met  by  a  large  cavalry  force  and  killed,  captured, 
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or  routed.  The  cavalry,  supported  by  infantry,  can  fight  and  defeat 
him,  but  he  must  be  caught.  He  will  not  give  battle  unless  he  chooses 
to  do  so.  The  substance  of  this  dispatch  has  been  forwarded  to  General 
Thomas,  and  I  hope  I  do  nothing  wrong  in  sending  the  same  to  you. 

L.  H.  EOUSSEAU, 


Major-General  Sherman. 


Major-  General. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  C.  McCallum,  TJ.  S.  Army.  Director- 
General  and  Manager  Military  Railroads. 

Wae  Department, 
Office  of  Military  Director  and 
Superintendent  of  Railroads,  United  States, 

Washington,  October  13,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  statement  in  regard 
to  the  effect  of  the  late  raid  by  the  rebel  General  Forrest  upon  the  mili- 
tary railway  lines  in  the  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

One  engine  and  twelve  cars  burned  on  a  trestle  near  Decatur  Junc- 
tion, all  destroyed ;  three  cars  burned  between  Huntsville  and  Stevenson. 
All  the  bridges  and  trestles  between  Pulaski  and  Athens,  a  distance 
of  thirty  miles,  destroyed.  This  embraces  Elk  Eiver  bridge  and 
the  most  formidable  trestle  on  the  Decatur  and  Stevenson  line,  1,100 
feet  long,  and  about  90  feet  high ;  and  about  two  miles  and  a  half  of 
track  partially  destroyed.  Between  Spring  Hill  and  Columbia,  three 
bridges  destroyed  and  two  to  three  miles  of  track.  The  Chattanooga 
line  is  uninjured,  excepting  the  tearing  up  of  one  or  two  rails  by  small 
guerrilla  parties.  High  water  on  the  Chattanooga  and  Atlanta  line 
has  carried  away  the  bridges  over  the  Chattahoochee  and  Oostenaula 
Rivers,  and  two  or  three  between  Chattanooga  and  Dalton.  The  rebels 
have  torn  up  several  miles  of  that  track,  and  altogether  it  will  take  until 
the  20th  of  the  present  month  to  restore  communication  between  Chat- 
tanooga and  Atlanta.  Many  engines  have  been  thrown  from  the  track 
by  the  removal  of  the  rails,  but  no  very  serious  accidents  have  occurred. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  McCALLUM, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Director -General  and 

Manager  Military  Railroads,  United  States. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


No.  3. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Albert  Kramer,  Sixty-eighth  Ifew  Torh  Infantry,  Assist- 
ant Inspector  of  Block-Houses. 

Office  of  Assistant  Inspector  of  Block-Houses, 

Columbia,  Tenn.,  October  3, 1864. 
I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  my  report  of  damages  to  forti- 
fications in  my  section  during  the  recent  raid  of  General  Forrest. 

On  Saturday,  1  p.  m.,  came  General  Forrest  and  staff  with  flag  of 
truce  to  Block-house  No.  5,  Avhich  was  in  command  of  Second  Lieut.  E. 
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Nixon,  Company  E,  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  demanded  a 
surrender  of  the  block-house  with  garrison,  which  demand  Second  Lieut, 
E.  F.  Nixon  complied  with  without  firing  a  gun.  Lieutenant  Mxon,  who 
was  in  command  of  Block-houses  Nos.  3, 4,= and  5,  ordered  the  sergeants 
in  command  to  surrender.  Sergt,  A.  Frohn,  Company  L,  Seventh  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry,  in  command  of  Block-house  Ko.  4,  Bridge  No.  4,  and 
Sergt.  W.  Ehinemiller,  Company  M,  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  was 
in  command  of  Block-house  No.  3,  Bridge  No.  3.  Sergt.  W.  Ehinemiller 
refused  three  times  to  comply.  Lieut.  E.  F.  Nixon  then  threatened  to 
place  him  in  arrest;  he  also  fired  on  the  flag.  Lieut.  E.  F.  Nixon  rode 
with  Forrest's  adjutant  to  First  Lieut.  J.  F.  Long,  Company  B,  Seventh 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  commanding  Block-house  No.  C,  Bridge  No.  5, 
and  tried  to  induce  him  to  surrender,  which  |^he]  refused  to  do,  and 
ordered  Lieutenant  Nixon,  with  the  adjutant  ot  General  Forrest,  away 
from  his  block-house.  First  Lieutenant  Long  fought  him  from  2  p.m.  un- 
til 12  m. ;  killed  10  rebels  and  wounded  several ;  but  they  succeeded  in 
destroying  his  bridge;  his  command  and  block-house  were  uninjured. 
During  the  truce,  the  rebels  under  cover  of  the  railroad  bank,  suc- 
ceeded in  firing  the  bridge  with  turpentine;  one  end  was  burned,  and 
the  whole  fell  in.  Block-houses  Nos.  3,  4,  and  5  are  burned  to  the 
ground;  also  Bridges  Nos.  3  and  4.  It  is  learned  Carter's  Creek  Sta- 
tion, the  water-tank,  and  saw-mill,  and  the  railroad  destroyed  from 
there  to  Spring  Hill.  Eumor  says  Lieutenant  Nixon  surrendered  for  a 
bribe  of  $10,000.  The  rebels  had  no  artillery,  and  his  three  block- 
houses were  double  cased  up  to  the  top  log  of  the  loop-holes.  The  gar- 
risons of  the  three  block-houses  and  water-tanks  and  saw-mill  were 
taken  prisoners,  except  1  man  escaped.  Block-house  No.  3  was  garri- 
soned with  thirty-two  men.  Block-house  No.  4  with  twenty-two  men, 
Block-house  No.  5  with  thirty-one  men.  Thirty  men  garrisoned  the 
water-tank  and  saw -mill.  Altogether  115  men  captured.  Eumor  says 
they  have  all  been  paroled,  and  arrived  this  day  at  Franklin.  Sunday 
morning  at  8  our  pickets  were  driven  in  at  Duck  Eiver  bridge,  but  we 
succeeded  in  driving  them  oft'  without  any  damage  to  the  works,  or  loss 
of  life.  Sunday  morning  our  pickets  were  attacked  on  four  different 
roads,  Pulaski,  Bigbyville,  Mount  Pleasant,  and  Hampshire.  Fights 
and  skirmishes  continued  until  6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  the 
enemy  withdrew  in  the  direction  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and  encamped  on 
General  Pillow's  plantation,  moving  next  morning  in  the  direction  of 
Waynesborough.  Forrest's  force  is  reported  at  2,500  men.  The  rail- 
road is  open  from  here  to  Pulaski.  These  are  the  whole  facts  as  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  ascertain.  Will  report  further  information  as  soon 
as  I  get  it.  Have  no  laborers  nor  carpenters  to  build  these  three  block- 
houses.   Please  inform  me  what  I  shall  do. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  KEAMEE, 

First  Lieut,  CSth  JVew  York  Begt,  Asst.  Imja.  of  Block-Houses. 

Maj.  J.  E.  WiLLETT, 

Chief  Inspector  of  Fortifications,  District  of  Tennessee. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 
Office  Chief  Inspector  Eailroad  Defenses, 

Nasliville,  Tenn.,  October  9,  1864. 
Eespectfully  referred  to  Maj.  B.  H.  Polk  for  the  information  of  Gen- 
eral Rousseau. 

JAS.  E.  WILLETT, 
Major  and  Chief  Inspector  Railroad  Defenses. 
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[Socoud  iudorsemunt,] 

Headquarters  District  of  Tennessee, 

Nashville,  Term.,  October  10,  1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding the  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

LOVELL  H.  EOUSSEATJ, 

Major-Qeneral. 
B.  II.  POLK, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
(In  the  absence  of  the  general  commanding.) 


No.  4. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  B.  Wade,  Severity-third  Indiana  Infantry. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Athens,  Ala.,  October  2,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Sir:  Have  just  repulsed  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Buford's  command,  who  were 
well  supplied  with  artillery.  Have  dispatched  Major  McBath  in  pur- 
suit. Attack  commenced  3  o'clock  yesterday  p.  m.  Cannonading  very 
severe  from  C  a.  m.  to  8  a.  m.  to-day.  Our  loss  not  ascertained,  but 
very  light,  as  had  constructed  a  temporary  bomb-proof.  Will  send  par- 
ticulars by  next  courier. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  WADE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Seventy-third  Indiana,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Charles  T.  Hewitt, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  1st  Brig.,  4th  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Athens,  Ala.,  Octobers,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  an  engage- 
ment between  the  troops  under  my  command  and  the  enemy  under 
command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Buford,  at  this  place,  on  the  1st  and  2d 
instant : 

My  force  consisted  of  detachments  from  my  own  regiment  (Seventy- 
third  Indiana  Infantry),  Tenth  Indiana  (dismounted)  Cavalry,  and  one 
section  of  Battery  A,  First  Tennessee  Artillery.  A  portion  of  the 
Second  Tennessee  Cavalry  joined  me  when  the  engagement  commenced, 
making  a  total  force  of  about  500  effective  men,  opposed  to  which  was 
General  Buford's  division  of  cavalry,  with  one  battery  of  four  guns, 
estimated  by  prisoners  who  had  been  with  him  since  leaving  Fayette- 
ville  and  who  escaped  after  the  battle  here  at  4,000  men.  I  do  not 
estimate  his  force  as  large  as  this,  but  from  an  order  found  upon  the 
field  from  Colonel  Bartwell,  one  of  his  brigade  commanders,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  his  Avhole  division  invested  the  place. 

The  pickets  on  the  Huntsville  road  were  driven  in  at  3  p.  m.  October 
1.  I  deployed  one  company  as  skirmishers  to  engage  the  enemy,  who 
had  taken  position  behind  the  railroad,  and  to  delay  his  movements  as 
long  as  possible.  A  very  heavy  rain-storm  commenced  at  this  time, 
which  aided  this  object  materially.  Firing  was  kept  up  on  the  skirmish 
line  until  dark,  when  I  re-enforced  it  with  another  company  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  gaining  possession  of  a  cluster  of  buildings  near  the 
fort. 
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The  result  of  the  late  attacks  upon  this  fort  and  the  oue  at  Sulphur 
trestle  convinced  me  that  the  fatal  defect  in  both  works  was  a  want  of 
protection  for  the  garrison  against  artillery,  and  for  two  days  previous 
I  had  labored  to  remedy  this  by  constructing  a  temporary  bomb-proof 
of  rather  a  novel  character,  it  being  entirely  outside  of  the  fort.  This 
work  consisted  simply  in  covering  the  ditch,  which  was  fifteen  feet  wide 
and  six  feet  deep,  with  logs,  which  with  a  slight  covering  of  earth, 
would  undoubtedly  throw  off  any  shot  that  might  strike.  The  entrance 
to  this  underground  apartment,  which  would  be  by  a  covered  passage- 
way under  the  gate  of  the  fort,  was  unfinished  at  the  time  skirmishing 
commenced,  but  the  delay  of  the  enemy  in  making  the  main  attack 
jjroved  our  salvation.  I  continued  the  work  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and 
by  midnight  it  was  ready  for  use.  During  the  night  the  noise  made  by 
the  enemy's  battery  enabled  me  to  locate  the  position  of  their  guns 
with  certainty,  and  the  two  pieces  in  the  fort  were  brought  to  bear  upon 
them,  ready  to  return  their  tire  as  soon  as  commenced. 

From  early  daylight  until  6  a.  m.  October  2  a  straggling  tire  with 
small-arms  M'as  kept  up  from  both  sides,  principally  from  the  west, 
where  a  thick  growth  of  timber  approached  to  within  short  range  of 
the  fort.  1  reserved  the  artillery  to  operate  against  the  enemy's  bat- 
tery. At  6  a.  m.  he  opened  fire  fi'om  one  gun  in  position  on  the  Brown's 
Ferry  road,  southwest  from  the  fort,  which  was  iiromptly  responded  to. 
Ten  minutes  after  three  rifled  guns  opened  upon  us  in  quick  succession 
from  a  slight  elevation  half  a  mile  north.  With  such  a  cross-fire  there 
is  scarcely  a  spot  in  the  fort  but  what  can  be  reached  by  a  shell,  and  I 
immediately  moved  the  troops  into  the  bomb  proof,  leaving  a  sufflcient 
number  posted  as  sentinels  to  watch  for  indications  of  an  assault.  The 
enemy's  guns,  after  half  an  hour's  practice,  obtained  the  range  and 
threw  shell  into  the  fort  with  great  accuracy.  About  sixty  rounds 
were  fired,  twenty-two  of  which  struck  the  fort  (nearly  all  inside),  the 
balance  either  bursting  overhead  or  passing  beyond.  Two  shots  passed 
through  the  regimental  flag  of  the  Seventy-third  Indiana,  a  tall  chim- 
ney was  crumbled  to  the  ground,  one  caisson  was  disabled,  and  about 
30  horses  were  killed  or  wounded.  Lieutenant  Tobin,  commanding 
the  section  of  Battery  A,  replied  to  this  severe  fire  coolly  and  deliber- 
ately, and  is  entitled  to  much  praise  for  the  manner  in  which  he  handled 
his  guns.  Ambulances  were  seen  moving  about  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
rebel  guns,  and  it  is  believed  that  they  did  not  escape  without  loss.  At 
8  a.  m.  the  firing  ceased,  and  General  Euford  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce, 
demanding  the  surrender  of  the  fort  and  garrison,  and  empowering  his 
adjutant-general  to  grant  certain  conditions.  What  these  conditions 
were  I  did  not  inquire,  but  promptly  refused  to  surrender.  I  inclose 
herewith  copies  of  the  correspondence  Avhich  passed.  The  enemy  basely 
took  advantage  of  this  flag  to  move  a  portion  of  his  troops  to  within 
200  yards  of  the  fort,  forming,  as  I  suppose,  for  a  charge  in  case  we 
should  refuse  to  surrender.  I  therefore  concentrated  the  artillery  and 
infantry  at  that  point,  but  subsequently  learned  that  it  was  simply  a 
cover  to  enable  them  to  steal  six  wagons  and  four  ambulances  directly 
fiom  under  my  guns.  Eespect  for  the  usages  of  war  prevented  me 
Itom  opening  fire  while  the  flag  was  in  sight,  but  as  soon  as  it  disap- 
peared I  opened  briskly  and  drove  them  from  this  new  position,  killing 
4.  A  number  were  woiuided,  but  were  carried  off  in  the  wagons.  Find- 
ing that  his  artillery  practice,  hitherto  so  successful,  was  perfectly  use- 
less here,  and  not  daring  to  attempt  an  assault  u])on  our  excellent  for- 
titications,  the  enemy  commenced  drawing  off  his  troops  at  once,  leaving 
a  body  of  sharjjshooters  to  attract  our  attention.    Suspecting  some- 
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thing  of  this  kind,  at  9.30  a.  m.  I  pushed  out  skirmishers  in  every  di- 
rection, and,  with  the  assistance  of  the  artillery,  drove  them  from  the 
field.  Major  McBath,  with  the  Second  Tennessee,  immediately  com- 
menced the  pursuit,  and  ascertained  that  the  whole  force  retreated 
down  the  Florence  road. 

Our  loss  in  this  action  was  only  2  slightly  wounded ;  that  of  the  enemy, 
with  the  exception  above  mentioned,  unknown. 

The  conduct  of  the  troops  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  Both  officers 
and  men  seemed  animated  by  a  determination  never  to  surrender.  To 
Major  McBath,  commanding  Second  Tennessee;  Captain  Eaton,  com- 
manding Seventy-third  Indiana;  Captain  Gaflhey,  commanding  Tenth 
Indiana,  and  Lieutenant  Tobin,  commanding  artillery,  I  am  indebted 
for  the  prompt  and  efficient  disposition  of  their  commands  in  all  move- 
ments during  the  siege. 

I  consider  the  bomb-proof  by  which  we  were  protected  the  main  fea- 
ture of  this  defense,  and  estimate  the  saving  in  casualties  by  it  to  be  at 
least  10  per  cent.  The  moral  effect  upon  the  men  was  great,  and  the 
two  hours'  cannonading  to  which  they  were  subjected  only  confirmed 
their  belief  that  they  could  hold  the  place  against  almost  any  force  that 
might  attack.  The  fact  that  a  garrison  of  600  men  were  compelled  to 
surrender  this  same  fort  only  a  short  time  since  leads  me  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  necessity  of  having  fortified  places  provided  with  a  good 
bomb-proof,  large  enough  to  contain  the  garrison.  This  can  be  con- 
structed simply  by  digging  a  ditch  through  the  center  of  the  fort,  the 
roof,  consisting  of  timber  covered  with  earth,  to  be  on  a  level  with  the 
surface  of  the  ground.  This  plan  might  be  carried  out  in  the  construc- 
tion of  stockades. 

A.  B.  WADE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Seventy -third  Indiana,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Charles  T.  Hewitt, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[luclosxire  Ko.  1.] 

Headqtjarteks  in  the  Field, 
N'ear  Athens,  Alu.,  October  2, 1864. 

Commanding  Officer  TJ.  S.  Forces, 

Athens,  Ala. : 
Sir  :  Having  invested  your  place  with  a  sufiicient  force  to  reduce  it 
in  a  short  time,  for  the  sake  of  humanity  I  demand  the  surrender  of  the 
fort,  garrison,  &c.    Certain  conditions  will  attend  the  surrender,  with 
which  conditions  the  bearer  of  this  note  will  acquaint  you. 
1  am,  sir,  with  much  respect, 

A.  BUFOED, 
Brigadier-General,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  Commanding. 

[Inclosuro  No.  2.] 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Athens,  Ala.,  October  2,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  BuFORD,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S., 

Commanding  Confederate  Forces  in  front  of  Athens,  Ala. : 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  this  date,  demanding  the  surrender  of  the  fort  and  garrison 
under  my  command.    In  answer  I  would  say  that  having  a  sufQcient 
force  to  defend  the  place  I  decline  to  surrender. 

A.  B.  WADE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Seventy-third  Indiana,  Commanding. 
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No.  5. 

Report. of  Maj.  Oeii.  Robert  H.  Milroy,  IT.  S.  Army. 

Hdqes.  Defenses  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  E.  E., 

Tullahoma,  Tenn.,  October  30,  1864. 

Major:  In  obedience  to  the  telegraph  order  this  day  received  from 
the  major-general  commanding  the  District  of  Tennessee  to  furnish  a 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  troops  under  my  command  during  recent 
movements  of  the  enemy  against  our  railroads,  I  respectfully  submit 
the  following  brief  statement  of  the  very  brief  operations  of  my  com- 
mand during  recent  movements  of  the  enemy  against  our  railroads: 

I  learned  on  the  28th  [ultimo]  that  the  rebel  forces  under  Forrest 
were  moving  east  from  Pulaski  in  the  direction  of  this  railroad.  I  kept 
cavalry  scouting  parties  well  out  on  the  various  roads  leading  west,  to 
ascertain  at  what  point  he  aimed  to  strike.  On  the  night  of  the  28th 
ultimo,  a  small  scouting  party  of  rebels  cut  the  telegraph  wire,  tore  up 
and  burned  the  railroad  track  to  a  small  extent  three  miles  north  of 
this  i)lace.  I  sent  out  a  construction  train  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
29th,  with  a  guard,  and  soon  repaired  the  break  in  the  track  and  wire. 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  a  scouting  party  of  the  Twelfth  Indi- 
ana Cavalry  met  Forrest's  advance  eleven  miles  out,  a  short  distance 
from  Lynchburg,  and  had  a  sharp  skirmish  with  them.  I  confidently 
exjiected  an  attack  at  this  place  the  next  morning,  the  30th  ultimo,  but 
to  my  great  disappointment  and  disgust  they  failed  to  come,  and  my 
preparations  for  meeting  them  were  useless,  and  my  expected  oppor- 
tunity for  wiping  off  the  rust  of  fourteen  months'  comparative  inactivity 
was  lost. 

Forrest  turned  back  immediately  after  the  skirmish  above  mentioned, 
and  this  railroad  has  not  since  been  disturbed  by  his  or  any  other  rebel 
forces. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  MILEOY, 


Maj.  B.  H.  Polk, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  J  Nashville,  Tenn. 


Major-  General. 


No.  0. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  S.  Granger,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Dis- 
trict of  Northern  Alabama. 

Headquarters  District  of  Northern  Alabama, 

Decatur,  October  10,  1864. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  a  portion  of  the  forces  under  my  command  during  the  Forrest 
raid  on  the  Tennessee  and  Alabama  Eailroad : 

On  the  return  of  Major-General  Eousseau  from  the  pursuit  of  Wheeler, 
and  after  the  receipt  of  the  order  for  the  return  of  the  troops  to  their 
stations,  I  was  so  apprehensive  that  the  enemy,  who  was  still  in  large 
force  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee,  might  recross  and  attack  the 
railroad,  that  I  retained  the  One  hundred  and  second  Ohio  and  Seventy- 
third  Indiana  Infantry  at  or  near  Decatur,  and  the  Thirteenth  Wiscon- 
sin Infantry  at  Huntsville,  where  these  forces  might  be  available  to 
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meet  the  raiders,  but  the  major-general  commaudiug  requiring  the  serv- 
ices of  the  Twelfth  Indiana  Cavalry,  800  strong,  and  the  Fourth  Ten- 
nessee Cavalry,  550  strong,  the  former  being  sent  to  Tullahoma,  and 
the  latter  to  Nashville,  my  reserve,  much  reduced  by  sickness,  was  en- 
tirely absorbed  in  filling  the  places  of  these  regiments.  On  the  20th  of 
September  Wheeler's  force,  variously  estimated  at  from  4,000  to  0,000 
cavalry,  was  at  or  near  Courtland,  where  it  was  rumored  he  was  pre- 
paring his  force  to  recross  the  river  or  attack  Decatur.  Eoddey,  at  the 
same  time,  was  reported  at  Shoal  Creek  M'itli  three  regiments.  Other 
rebel  forces,  it  was  stated,  were  also  in  the  same  district.  On  the  same 
day  we  received  information  that  a  force  of  700  men  passed  Somcrville 
going  toward  Guutersville,  and  finally  General  Clanton,  with  a  cousid- 
emble  force,  was  at  Larkin's  Landing,  where  it  was  said  he  was  build- 
ing boats  preijaratory  to  crossing  the  river.  I  might  add  here  that  1 
had  some  time  previously  api)rehended  that  General  Forrest  might  also 
invade  Middle  Tennessee,  inasmuch  as  Major-General  Smith's  forces 
had  been  withdrawn  to  Missouri,  and  intimated  the  same  to  the  general 
commanding  the  army,  but  was  assured  by  him  that  1  had  nothing 
to  fear  from  General  Forrest.  With  this  assurance  1  made  the  best 
disposition  that  occurred  to  me  with  my  now  much  reduced  command, 
to  Avatch  these  large  forces  of  the  euemy  in  my  immediate  front,  and 
guard  the  river  and  railroad.  I  made  the  following  dispositions:  Ire- 
quested  the  naval  officers  commanding  gun-boats,  and  ordered  Captain 
Naylor,  commanding  the  Stone  Eiver,  to  patrol  the  river  from  Larkin's 
Lauding  to  Whitesburg,  and  occasionally  to  Decatur.  Colonel  Minnis, 
Third  Tennessee  Cavalry,  ait  Athens,  I  ordered  to  Eogersville  and  Lex- 
ington to  co-operate  with  Colonel  Spaldhig,  who  left  Pulaski  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  21st  for  Shoal  Creek,  to  look  after  the  enemy  there.  I 
had  a  few  days  previously  sent  a  squadron  of  cavalry  to  Florence,  to 
Avatch  the  enemy's  movements  opposite  that  place.  I^Totwithstanding 
all  these  precautions,  the  enemy,  in  considerable  force,  made  his  ap- 
pearance unannounced  at  the  plantation  of  Jack  Harris,  five  miles 
from  Decatur,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  of  September.  As  soon  as 
this  information  was  received  Colonel  Prosser,  with  280  cavalry. 
Second  Tennessee,  all  the  available  cavalry  at  this  post,  was  sent  to 
drive  them  off.  Colonel  Given,  One  hundred  and  second  Ohio,  was 
directed  to  send  his  regiment  to  protect  the  road  and  re-enforce  Athens. 
Most  of  his  regiment  being  on  picket  he  sent  in  its  stead  a  detachment  of 
300  men,  comijosed  of  150  of  the  One  hundred  and  second  Ohio  and  210  of 
the  Eighteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Elliott.  Colonel  Prosser  drove  the  enemy  b.ock  to  Athens, 
killing  5,  wounding  a  number,  and  making  9  prisoners,  where  he  found 
Forrest  with  his  command  of  what  he  then  supposed  to  be  3,000  or 
4,000  men.  He  extricated  his  command  from  this  ])osition  with  consid- 
erable skill,  and  returned  to  this  post  at  (5  a.  m.  of  the  24th.  On  the 
report  of  Colonel  Prosser  I  immediately  set  about  gathering  up  all  the 


road  five  miles  from  Athens,  when  it  was  reported  that  the  fort  at 
Athens  had  surrendered,  and  the  detachment  sent  to  its  relief  had  most 
gallantly  fought  its  way  through  Forrest's  force  to  witliin  sight  of  the 
fort,  only  to  find  that  it  had  been  most  basely  and  cowardly  surrendered 
to  the  enemy,  Avith  its  ample  garrison  of  600  men,  by  Colonel  Camp- 
bell Avithout  firing  a  gun,  after  Forrest's  demand  for  its  surrender. 
The  conduct  of  the  detachment  of  the  Eighteenth  Michigan  and  One 
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hundred  and  second  Ohio,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Elliott,  was  as 
heroic  as  that  of  Colonel  Campbell  was  base.  When  within  four  miles 
of  Athens  they  met  and  drove  back  an  entire  brigade  of  1,100  men, 
under  Colonel  Warren  |  Colonel  KelleyJ,  and  forced  their  way  to  the 
very  walls  of  the  fort  in  the  face  of  the  entire  command  of  Forrest.  So 
boldly  and  determinedly  did  these  men  fight,  until  the  fall  of  their 
leader,  that  the  enemy  after  their  surrender  accused  the  officers  of 
making  their  men  drunk,  insisting  that  no  men  would  fight  with  such 
desperation  unless  under  the  influence  of  liquor.  Colonel  WaiTen 
[Colonel  Kelley],  Avho  commanded  the  brigade  opposed  to  this  detach- 
ment, said  he  had  no  doubt  if  they  had  not  found  the  fort  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy  they  would  have  forced  their  way  into  it.  About  one- 
third  of  the  detachment  was  killed  or  Avounded  before  their  surrender. 
There  is  no  doubt  they  inflicted  a  still  severer  loss  upon  the  enemy. 
Captain  Parrish,  assistant  adjutant-general,  on  staff  of  General  Eoddey, 
admitted  a  loss  in  his  command  alone  of  109  men.  As  certainly 
another  of  Forrest's  brigades  was  engaged  at  the  same  time  with  this 
detachment.  General  Forrest  must  refer  to  that  alone  when  he  states 
his  loss  at  5  killed  and  25  wounded.  This  will  make  their  loss  by  their 
own  admission  139  killed  and  wounded,  which  from  all  the  testimony  I 
can  get  is  really  below  the  mark.  Citizens  of  Athens  state  they  ad- 
mitted to  have  buried  50.  Colonel  Cam])bell  surrendered  the  fort  and 
garrison  about  9  a.  m.  on  the  24th  of  September. 

Forrest,  after  the  capture  of  Athens,  moved  with  his  whole  force 
upon  Sulphur  trestle.  This  post  was  garrisoned  by  about  300  of  the 
One  hundred  and  eleventh  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  and  two  pieces 
of  artillery,  and  was  re-enforced  on  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  by 
about  300  men  of  the  Ninth  Indiana  Cavalry,  under  command  of 
Major  Lilly,  and  was  afterward  still  farther  re-enforced  by  the 
Third  Tennessee  Cavalry,  nearly  400  strong,  under  Colonel  Minnis. 
This  regiment  left  Eogersville  on  the  approach  of  Forrest's  force, 
retreating  toward  Lawrenceburg,  and  afterward  making  their  way 
across  Elk  Eiver  to  Sulphur  trestle,  intending,  no  doubt,  to  return 
to  Athens,  but  were  prevented  by  the  appearance  of  Forrest  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Sulphur  trestle.  It  is  not  known  why  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Minnis  did  not  send  a  courier  to  Athens  to  notify  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  post  and  myself  of  the  approach  of  Forrest.  Sul- 
phur trestle  was  surrendered  about- 11  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
125th,after  a  very  gallant  defense.  Colonel  Lathrop,  in  command,  being 
first  killed,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Minnis,  his  successor,  struck  senseless 
by  a  piece  of  shell,  and  the  ammunition  of  the  command  being  almost 
expended.  We  have  received  no  report  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
upon  either  side  of  this  place.  As  soon  as  I  ascertained  that  Forr«st 
had  attacked  the  road  in  large  force  I  reported  the  same  to  Major-Gen- 
eral  Eousseau  and  Major-General  Thomas  and  aslied  for  re-enforcements. 
Brigadier-General  Starkweather  had  the  posts  of  Athens,  Sulphur 
tre-stle,  and  Elk  River  bridge  under  his  immediate  conunaud,  and  I 
believe  made  an  effort  to  re-enforce  them  and  to  move  there  in  person. 
Why  he  did  not  I  have  not  yet  learned,  he  having  left  on  leave  of 
absence  before  rendering  his  report.  Colonel  Spalding  nnist  have 
reported  to  hnn  tlie  presence  of  Forrest  in  Middle  Tennessee  before  it 
was  known  to  me.  Every  effort,  however,  was  made  by  me  to  raise  a 
torce  m  time  to  relieve  the  post  of  Athens  from  this  side.  In  addition  to 
the  force  already  specifled,my  disposable  for(;e  here  did  not  exceed  500 
men.  I  immediately  ordered  Colonel  Lyon  to  send  me  every  available 
man— at  least  1,000  from  his  command— leaving  only  ten  or  fifteen  men 
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to  a  block-liouse.  Colonel  Lyon  was  delayed  in  sending  on  the  troox)s 
asked  for  for  want  of  transportation.  Major-General  Eousseau  tele- 
graphed me  on  the  24th  that  on  that  morning  2,500  men  had  been 
ordered  from  Chattanooga  to  re-enforce  me,  and  that  a  i)ortion  had 
already  started.  My  little  force  here  was  on  the  cars  all  night  of  the 
24th  Avaitiug  the  promised  support,  and  we  were  all  ready  to  start  the 
moment  they  arrived,  with  five  days'  rations,  but  no  re-enforcements 
arriving  that  night  nor  up  to  8.30  a.m. of  tlie25th,  1  telegraphed  to  Major- 
Generals  Rousseau  and  Thomas,  suggesting  that  the  force  coming  from 
Chattanooga  be  telegraphed  at  Stevenson  to  proceed  U)  Pulaski  by 
lidl,  believing  that  by  this  route  they  would  meet  the  enemy  twenty- 
four  or  thirty-six  hours  sooner.  I  was  induced  to  make  this  recom- 
mendation from  the  belief  that  Forrest  had  by  that  time  destroyed  the 
road  or  Sulphur  trestle  and  would  be  at  Elk  Kiver  before  the  re-enforce- 
ments could  reach  me;  that  by  the  time  we  could  get  otf  from  here  the 
enemy  would  be  over  Elk  River,  and  would  most  certainly  be  at  Pu- 
laski before  Ave  could  reach  Elk  River,  with  that  river  to  cross  after  all 
the  bridges  had  been  destroyed.  If  these  reasonable  suppositions  were 
correct  (and  they  have  since  proven  to  be  so)  I  could  not  possibly  have 
come  up  with  Forrest  in  thirty-six  hours,  being  compelled  to  march  the 
entire  distance  over  muddy  roads  cut  up  with  the  large  force  of  cavalry 
and  train  of  the  enemy.  By  the  railroad  the  first  detachment  of  the 
re-enforcements  would  have  reached  Pulaski  four  hours  after  they  would 
reach  me,  or  by  9  p.  m.  on  the  25th,  and  could  have  been  at  Elk  River 
that  night  by  12  o'clock  at  farthest,  thus  saving  thirty-six  hours.  At 
5  p.  m.  the  first  detachment  of  re-enforcements  arrived  at  Decatur  Junc- 
tion, 700  strong.  Rations  wer%  issued  to  them.  At  8.15  p.  m.  I  had 
given  orders  for  all  to  move  when  telegrams  from  Generals  Webster 
and  Rousseau  were  received  to  turn  back  the  re-enforcements  intended 
for  me  and  to  order  them  to  Nashville.  In  order  to  retard  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  as  much  as  possible,  I  telegraphed  to  Gen- 
eral Starkweather  to  offer  every  opposition  to  his  crossing  Elk  River, 
and  to  destroy  the  bridges  and  ferries  along  that  stream,  which  I 
believed  at  that  time  to  be  too  much  swollen  for  the  enemy  to  cross 
with  his  artillery.  What  was  dofie  by  General  Starkweather  and  his 
forces  I  have  not  yet  learned,  having  received  no  report  from  troops 
north  of  Elk  River;  and,  as  General  Rousseau  moved  to  Pulaski,  I 
gave  no  further  orders  to  troops  there,  supposing  that  he  had  taken 
them  all  under  his  immediate  command.  Learning  that  a  portion 
of  Forrest's  forces  was  at  Elkton,  and  that'  our  forces  were  being 
strengthened  about  Pulaski,  I  felt  satisfied  that  Forrest  would  move 
by  way  of  Fayetteville  to  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  road,  and 
directed  Colonel  Lyon  to  keep  a  scout  in  direction  of  Fayetteville 
to  inform  me  of  his  arrival  at  that  place.  On  the  27th  I  ascertained 
positively  that  Wheeler,  with  his  whole  force,  had  passed  through  Som- 
erville  in  the  direction  of  Guntersville.  Clanton  was  reported  with  750 
men  within  four  miles  of  Larkin's  Landing.  In  consequence  of  the 
withdrawal  of  this  portion  of  the  enemy's  force  from  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Decatur,  I  deemed  it  no  longer  necessary  to  keep  so  large  a 
force  here.  I  therefore,  on  the  29th,  ordered  the  Thirteenth  Wisconsin 
Infantry  and  Eleventh  Indiana  from  this  post  to  Huntsville,  and  left 
for  that  place  myself.  I  also  sent  there  a  section  of  artillery  from  this 
post  under  escort  of  a  detachment  of  the  Twelfth  Indiana  Cavalry. 
Learning  that  Forrest  had  passed  Fayetteville  on  the  morning  of  the 
30th,  I  sent  a  scout  in  direction  of  New  Market,  under  Major  De  Long, 
who  reported  early  in  the  afternoon  that  he  had  found  the  enemy  four 
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miles  from  that  place  in  strong  force.  This  fact  I  reported  to  Major- 
General  Thomas  and  requested  re-enforeements  of  1,000  or  1,500  men, 
believing  the  enemy  intended  coming  down  on  my  line  of  road.  At  3 
o'clock  I  sent  Colonel  Chapman,  with  200  men  of  Thirteenth  Wisconsin 
Infantry,  up  tlie  road  toward  Larkinsville,  on  a  train  that  I  had  jn-e- 
pared,  strengthened  with  three-inch  oak  plank,  for  the  ]>urpose  of  scout- 
ing the  road.  He  found  the  enemy  on  the  road,  about  five  miles  out, 
and  drove  them  ofl".  About  4  p.  m.  another  ibrce  of  the  enemy  attacked 
our  pickets  on  the  Pulaski  road,  and  soon  after  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent 
in  by  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Buford,  with  the  following  communication,  ad- 
dressed to  Col.  G.  M.  L.  Johnson,  connnanding  post: 

Nkai!  llixTsviixE,  Ala.,  September  30,  1864. 
Colonel  Johnson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Hniitmnlle,  Ala. : 
CoLOXEi,:  I  am  lievo  in  command  of  the  advance  of  General  Forrest's  army,  with 
instructions  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the  city,  the  fort,  and  garrison.  An  answer 
to  this  demand  must  he  made  heforc  night-fall.  If  refused,  the  citizens  must  leave 
at  once.  Certain  conditions  will  attend  the  surrender,  which  conditions  Colonel 
Kelley,  the  hearer,  will  acquaint  yon  with. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  

'  '  A.  BUFORD, 

Jiriijadier-dencrat,  I'rovisional  Army,  C.  iS.,  Commanding. 

To  which  I  returned  the  following  answer : 

Hu.NT.sviLLK,  Septembir  SO,  1S64. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Buford, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forecu,  near  Hunlsville: 
Gknukal:  General  Granger  directs  me  to  say  that  he  lias  assumed  command  of 
the  forces  in  this  city.  He  also  directs  me  to  say  that  he  will  not  surrender  the  fort 
or  city  on  any  terms.  You  can  come  and  taRe  it  as  soon  as  you  get  ready.  The 
inhahitants  of  tliis  city  are  mostly  citizens  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  He  would 
suppose  you  would  give  them  more  than  a  couple  of  hours  to  leave.  You  can,  of 
course,  in  this  act  your  own  pleasure. 

Very  TespeetfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  M.  KNEELAND, 
Fimt  LieiitenanI,  Jiighteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 

About  two  hours  later  1  sent  the  following  proposition  to  General 
Buford,  commanding  Confederate  forces: 

Hi!NTSVlLLE,  Septemher  30,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Biji'OKi), 

Commanding  Confederate  Forcen,  near  Bmiturilte: 
General:  General  Granger  directs  me  to  say  that  for  the  sake  of  humanity  he 
makes  the  following  propositions:  If  you  will  pledge  yourself  that  your  forces 
shall  not  occupy  any  portion  of  the  city,  he  will  not  occupy  it,  except  that  part 
which  is  in  the  imuiediat(s  vicinity  of  the  fort  and  essential  to  its  defense.  If  you 
will  .attack  the  city  from  the  south  side,  he  will  withdraw  all  his  forces  to  the  ibrt 
and  meet  j'ou  there.  Or  if  you  will  designate  some  portion  of  tlie  city  which  shall 
be  held  sacred  the  citizens  will  he  removed  there  and  the  general  will  not  occupy  it 
with  his  troops.  These  propositions  are  made  solely  to  give  protection  to  defenseless 
citizens. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedic'nt  servant, 

SAM.  M.  KNEELAND, 
Fimt  Lieutenant,  Eighteenth  JUichigaii  Infantry,  Actg.  Asul.  .idjt.  (ten. 

To  these  ]>ropositions  Major-Gcneral  Forrest  replied  in  the  following 
communication : 

Hkadquarteus  Forrest's  Cavalry, 
In  the  Field,  near  Hmtaville,  Ala.,  September  30,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Granger, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Iluntsville,  Ala.: 
General  :  Your  communication  addressed  to  Brigadier-Cileneral  Buford,  c<)n<!ern- 
ing  the  positions  to  he  assumed  by  the  two  iKjUigcrent  parties,  has  this  moment 
been  referred  to  me.     I  respectfully  decline  acceding  to  them.     I  expect  to  attack 
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you  to- morrow  morning  from  every  rock,  liovise,  tree,  and  shriib  in  the  vicinity,  and 
il'eeliug  confident  of  my  ability  to  succeed  in  my  anticipated  attempt,  now  bid  you 
prepare  yourself  for  the  fray.  I,  however,  cheerfully  accept  the  proposition  you  made 
to  Brigadier-General  Bulbrd,  namely,  to  allow  two  hours  of  daylight  to-morrow 
morning  forthe  purj)0se  of  allowing  non-combatants  to  remove  beyond  the  lines. 
At  the  expiration  of  the  third  hour  of  the  coming  day  I  shall  commence  offensive 
operations,  unless  another  communication  is  received  from  you  before  that  time. 
I  am,  general,  with  great  respect, 

N.  B.  FORREST, 
Major-Gencral,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  Commanding. 

The  garrison  of  Hvintsville  at  this  time  consisted  of  detachments  of 
the  Eleventh  Indiana,  400  strong;  the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  700  strong; 
a  small  detachment  of  the  Twelfth  Indiana  Cavalry;  in  all,  1,200. 

About  8  a.  m.  on  the  1st  of  October  the  enemy  displayed  a  force  of 
2,000  cavalry  two  miles  north  of  the  city.  He  continued  to  demonstrate 
with  this  force,  and  deployed  it  across  several  roads,  onr  small  force  of 
cavalry  skirmishing  with  them,  and  a  few  shells  being  iired  from  the 
fort,  wounding  2  of  the  enemy,  taking  off  the  leg  of  one  and  arm  of 
another.  About  12  m.  it  became  evident  that  he  was  retiring  on  the 
Athens  road,  and  by  2  p.  m.  the  last  of  his  forces  disappeared.  I  am 
now  satisfied,  from  information  since  obtained,  that  only  a  portion  of 
Forrest's  force,  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Buford,  between 
4,000  and  5,000  strong,  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Huntsville  on  the  night 
of  the  30th  and  morning  of  the  1st;  that  Forrest  was  himself  on  the 
Meridian  road  about  six  miles  from  the  city,  and  must  have  left  to  join 
his  forces,  moving  in  direction  of  Spring  Hill,  before  daylight  on  the 
morning  of  the  1st.  Colonel  Thornburgli,  who  had  charge  of  the  cav- 
alry, reports  some  of  the  enemy  killed  or  wounded  by  his  command. 
About  7  p.  m.  on  the  1st  General  Morgan  arrived  at  Huntsville  with 
his  division.  I  soon  &fter  called  on  him  at  the  depot,  and  in  a  consul- 
tation reported  that  the  enemy,  who  had  been  threatening  the  city,  had 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Athens,  and  suggested  that  he  send  forward 
a  detachment  of  600  men  from  his  command  to  repair  the  road  to  De- 
catur, which  I  believed  to  be  but  slightly  damaged  (my  command  being 
too  fatigtied  for  that  purpose,  having  been  up  and  at  work  all  the  night 
before),  and  to  move  in  direction  of  Athens  as  soon  as  it  was  repaired. 
General  Morgan,  however,  was  of  opinion  that  Forrest  was  still  in  the 
vicinity  of  TuUahoma,  and  that  this  Avas  a  demonstration  only  to  draw 
the  forces  from  that  road,  and  declined  to  move  until  he  could  receive 
further  orders  from  General  Thomas.  About  11  o'clock  on  the  2d  I 
sent  out  a  party  myself  to  repair  the  road,  and  the  last  of  General  Mor- 
gan's forces  left  for  Athens  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day. 

On  the  28th  of  September  I  reoccupied  Athens  with  200  of  the  Seventy- 
third  Indiana  Infantry  and  100  of  the  Tenth  Indiana,  and  a  section  of 
Battery  A,  First  Tennessee  Artillery. 

On  the  1st  200  men  of  the  Second  Tennessee  Cavalry  reported  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Wade;  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  the  advance  of  the 
cavalry,  under  General  Buford,  appeared  in  the  vicinity  of  Athens,  and 
on  the  morning  of  the  2d  General  Buford  demanded  the  surrender  of 
the  fort  at  that  place,  which  demand  was  promptly  refused  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Wade,  and  the  enemy  commenced  his  attack  soon  after, 
which  lasted  until  9  a.  m.,  when  he  withdrew.  The  conduct  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Wade  and  the  troops  under  his  command  during  this  short 
siege  was  most  admirable.  I  felt  satisfied  when  I  placed  this  oflicer  in 
command  of  this  post  that  we  should  not  be  again  disgraced  by  a 
shameful  surrender,  and  that  his  fort  would  not  be  given  up  without  a 
most  heroic  defense. 
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On  the  withdrawal  of  Buford  from  Athens,  the  forces  under  my  im- 
mediate command  took  no  further  part  in  assisting  to  drive  off  the 
forces  under  Forrest,  with  the  exception  of  200  of  the  Second  Tennessee 
Cavalry,  who  accompanied  General  Morgan  to  Florence. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that,  with  the  exception  of  Colonel 
Campbell,  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  my  command  conducted  them- 
selves in  the  most  satisfactory  manner  when  in  the  presence  of  the 
enemy,  and  exhibited  a  most  commendable  energy  and  zeal  in  preparing 
for  the  defense  of  their  posts. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  O.  Selfridge,  assistant  inspector-general,  volunteered 
his  services  upon  my  staff,  and  was  of  great  service  to  me  in  writing 
and  transmitting  orders  and  discharging  whatever  duties  were  assigned 
to  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  GEANGEE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
Maj.  B.  H.  Polk, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  District  of  Tennessee. 


No.  7. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Henry  C.  March,  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Ohio  Infan- 
try, Assistant  Inspector  of  Railroad  Defenses, 

Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  December  3, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  surrender 
of  Athens,  Ala.,  on  the  24th  of  September,  1864,  to  Major-General  For- 
rest, commanding  C.  S,  forces,  and  the  condition  of  railroad  and  other 
defenses: 

About  4  p.  m.  on  the  23d  the  railroad  section  foreman  reported  to 
Colonel  Campbell,  commanding  that  post,  that  the  guerrillas  were  tearing 
up  the  railroad  about  five  miles  south  of  Athens.  Major  Pickens,  Third 
Tennessee  Cavalry,  with  100  men,  was  sent  down  the  Decatur  road. 
Colonel  Campbell,  taking  150  men  on  the  cars  (the  train  having  just 
arrived),  ran  down.  They  succeeded  in  driving  them  off.  When  re- 
turning our  forces  were  attacked  and  a  sharp  skirmish  ensued.  About 
this  time  our  pickets  on  the  Brown's  Ferry  and  Buck  Island  road  were 
driven  in,  when  our  artillery  opened  from  the  fort  and  fired  a  few  rounds. 
At  this  time  it  was  dark.  The  quartermaster's  building  was  set  on 
lire,  the  enemy  having  invested  the  town  on  all  sides  and  made  several 
attemjits  to  get  possession  of  town,  but  were  driven  back  with  some  loss. 
About  11  o'clock  they  got  possession  of  the  railroad  depot.  At  this  time 
the  Second  Tennessee  arrived  and  drove  them  away  wounding  and  cap- 
turing several.  (The  Second  Tennessee  Cavalry  had  been  out  on  a  scout 
and  were  ordered  back  to  Decatur  by  General  Granger's  assistant  ad- 
jutant-general, who  "was  along.)  At  midnight  the  commissary  building 
was  burned,  and  during  the  latter  part  of  the  night  aU  troops  were 
moved  to  the  fort. 

About  7  a.  m.  on  the  24th  the  enemy  opened  on  the  fort  with  a 
12-pounder  battery  from  two  directions,  north  and  west.  The  cannonad- 
ing continued  about  two  hours;  about  sixty  shells  were  thrown,  well 
directed,  exploding  in  and  about  the  fort,  and  was  answered  by  our  ar- 
tillery, two  12-pounder  howitzers.  The  enemy's  fire  did  us  little  harm. 
We  had  1  killed  and  2  wounded.    Our  works  were  not  injured  in  the 
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least.  At  about  10  o'clock  the  enemy  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  demanding 
our  surrender.  The  communication,  not  being  signed,  was  sent  back. 
Another  flag  was  sent  by  the  enemy,  communication  signed  "  Major- 
General  Forrest,"  which  was  again  returned.  Colonel  Campbell  refusing 
to  surrender.  General  Forrest  then  asked  a  personal  interview.  Col- 
onel Campbell  rode  out.  General  Forrest  said  he  came  to  take  the  place 
and  intended  to  do  it;  that  he  had  8,000  or  10,000  men.  Asfied  Colonel 
Campbell  to  ride  around  the  lines  and  satisfy  himself,  Avhich  he  did. 
After  consulting  some  of  the  other  officers,  the  fort  and  whole  garrison 
were  surrendered  at  12  m.  on  the  24th.  The  terms  of  surrender  were 
in  substance  as  follows :  The  officers  were  to  retain  side  arms  and  all 
personal  property,  be  taken  to  Meridian,  Miss.,  and  paroled  for  exchange 
soon  as  communication  could  be  had  with  General  Washburn ;  the  en- 
listed men  to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war.  The  garrison  at  time  of 
surrender  consisted  of  about  450  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixth,  One 
hundred  and  tenth,  and  One  hundred  and  eleventh  U.  S.  Colored  In- 
fantry, and  about  130  men  of  the  Third  Tennessee  Cavalry.  The  fort 
was  an  earth-work,  180  by  450  feet,  surrounded  by  an  abatis  of  brush 
and  a  palisade  4  feet  high,  and  a  ditch  12  feet  wide,  was  18  feet  from 
the  bottom  of  the  ditch  to  top  of  parapets.  The  embankment  was 
strong  enough  to  resist  any  field  artillery ;  in  fact,  it  was  one  of  the  best 
works  of  the  kind  I  ever  saw. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  General  Granger,  conjmanding  at  Deca- 
tur, sent  detachments,  by  railroad,  of  the  Eighteenth  Michigan  and 
One  hundred  and  second  Ohio,  both  amounting  to  350  men,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Elliott,  of  the  One  hundred  and  second 
Ohio,  to  re-enforce  the  garrison  at  Athens.  They  arrived  at  the  breach 
in  railroad  and  were  attacked  by  the  whole  of  General  Buford's  divis- 
ion. Our  force,  though  small,  pressed  their  way  on  in  the  direction  of 
Athens,  strewing  the  woods  with  the  enemy's  dead.  On  two  occasions 
heavy  lines  were  formed  in  their  direction,  which  were  charged  and 
driven  back  in  disorder.  In  this  manner  they  had  almost  gained  the 
fort,  which  had  been  surrendered  not  more  than  thirty  minutes  before 
they  arrived  within  300  yards,  when  they,  too,  were  forced  to  surren- 
der. We  lost  in  this  engagement  106  men  killed  and  wounded,  among 
whom  were  Lieutenant-Colonel  Elliott  (since  dead).  Captain  Zody,  and 
Lieutenant  Davis.  The  enemy's  loss,  killed  and  wounded,  according  to 
their  own  account,  was  equal  to  our  force  engaged. 

DEFENSES. 

Block-house  No.  1,  single  cased,  garrisoned  by  Lieutenant  Hunter 
and  44  men  of  the  Fourth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  not  attacked. 

Block-houses  Nos.  2, 3,  and  4  were  double  cased,  garrisoned  by  Capt. 
James  Henry,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  and 
about  100  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 
These  block-houses  were  evacuated,  whether  with  or  without  orders  I 
am  unable  to  say. 

Block-house  No.  5,  double  cased,  garrisoned  by  First  Sergt.  H.  C. 
Weaver  (white)  and  40  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry,  was  attacked  by  infantry  and  surrendered. 

Block-house  No.  C,  double  cased  up  to  loop-holes,  garrisoned  by 
[Capt.]  A.  Poe  and  40  men,  One  Imndred  and  sixth  U.  S.  Colored  In- 
fantry, was  attacked  l)y  artillery.  Captain  says  there  were  several 
shots  penetrated  the  block-house,  killing  and  wounding  a  number. 
Nos.  5  and  6  were  surrendered  about  12  m.  on  the  24th. 
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Block-bouse  No.  7,  double  cased,  garrisoned  by  Lieut.  J.  J.  Pliifer 
and  about  25  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  U.  S.  Colored  In- 
fantry, was  surrendered  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  without  a  fight.  No 
artillery  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  this  block -house.  Dense  forest 
all  around,  through  which  no  roads  had  been  cut.  I  see  no  reason  to 
justify  this  surrender. 

Block-houses  Nos.  7  and  8  were  both  double  cased,  and  at  Sulphur 
trestle,  that  was  also  defended  by  a  small  earth-work  in  close  proximity 
to  both  block-houses  and  trestle.  This  was  defended  by  about  400  men 
of  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  400  of  the 
Third  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  about  200  of  the  Nintli  Indiana  Cavalry. 
At  this  place  a  considerable  light  took  place.  Our  forces  lost  107  men, 
among  whom  was  Colonel  Lathrop,  of  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh 
U.  S.  Colored  Infantry.  They  had  exhausted  most  of  their  ammunition ; 
in  fact,  the  cavalry  were  entirely  out  and  were  forced  to  surrender. 
This  rendered  the  blockhouses  useless,  which  were  also  surrendered  on 
the  25th. 

Block-house  No.  10,  doubled  cased,  was  garrisoned  by  Capt.  S.  B. 
Akins,  Company  K,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 
and  45  men.  This  was  evacuated  (whether  Avith  orders  I  am  unable  to 
say)  without  resistance. 

Block-house  No.  11,  double  cased  up  to  loop-holes  four  days  before 
the  svirrender.    This  was  also  evacuated  without  any  resistance. 

Sir,  these  are  the  facts  of  the  surrender  of  the  different  posts  on  my 
section  of  the  Nashville  and  Decatur  Eailroad.  On  the  morning  of  the 
24th  I,  with  considerable  effort,  reached  the  fort  at  Athens.  I  went 
there  for  the  purpose  of  helinng  defend  the  place,  and  was  surrendered 
with  the  garrison. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  MARCH, 
Lieut.,  115th  Ohio  Vol.  Infty.,  Asst.  Inspector  of  Railroad  Defenses. 

Maj.  J.  E.  WiLLETT, 

Inspector  of  Fortifications,  Department  of  the  C'umherland. 


No.  S. 


Report  of  Col.  Wallace  Campbell,  One  hundred  and  tenth  U.  S.  Colored 

Infantry. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  November  24,  1804. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  rela- 
tive to  the  surrender  of  tlie  fort  and  forces  at  Athens,  Ala.,  on  the  24th 
day  of  September,  1804,  to  Maj.  Gen.  N.  B.  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army: 

Oil  the  23d  day  of  September,  1864,  about  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 

was  informed  by Burley,  railroad  employe,  that  he  had  been  down 

the  railroad  some  four  miles  toward  Decatur,  Ala.,  and  discovered  a 
body  of  the  enemy,  as  he  supposed,  some  200  or  300  strong,  tearing  up 
and  destroying  the  track.  I  immediately  ordered  100  men  to  report  at  the 
railroad  depot,  expecting  every  moment  the  evening  train  from  Nashville, 
As  soon  as  the  train  arrived,  at  4  o'clock,  placed  my  men  on  a  car  and 
started  down  the  road,  Avent  four  miles  from  town,  found  enemy  on  track, 
deployed  skirmishers,  and  drove  them.  They  had  set  fire  to  a  small 
trestle.   I  pushed  forward  and  extinguished  the  fire  and  crossed  with  the 
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traiu.  About  a  mile  farther  discovered  tlie  enemy  were  on  tlie  track  in 
my  rear.  I  learned  at  tliis  time,  from  citizens,  that  the  enemy  were  in 
force,  commanded  by  Col.  Jesse  Forrest.  I  immediately  ordered  the 
train  back  to  town  and  drove  them  from  the  track  as  I  returned.  Found 
tlie  track  obstructed  in  several  places.  As  I  reached  the  outskirts  of 
the  town  was  attacked  by  enemy,  some  1,000  strong;  threw  men  off 
the  train ;  ordered  conductor  to  run  train  back  under  protection  of  block 
house;  engaged  the  enemy  for  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes,  losing  3 
men  killed  and  4  wounded,  when,  discovering  I  could  not  drive  them 
from  town,  fell  back  to  the  fort.  I  found,  on  reaching  the  fort,  they 
had  been  engaging  a  large  force  ou  the  south  and  southwest  part  of 
town.  The  quartermaster's  and  commissary  stores  being  in  town,  about 
one-quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fort,  I  took  twenty  men  and  went  in  town. 
At  this  time,  as  it  was  impossible  to  remove  them,  the  quartermaster's 
stores  were  set  on  fire.  I  now  put  my  men  in  commissary  buildings,  de- 
termined to  hold  them  if  possible.  About  fl  p.  m.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Prosser,  commanding  Second  Tennessee  Volunteer  Cavalry,  with  500 
men,  reached  the  town.  I  ordered  Colonel  Prosser  to  charge  down 
public  square  and  drive  enemy  from  depot.  He  declined  to  obey,  say- 
ing he  conld  not  sacrifice  his  horses.  I  finally  dismounted  some  thirty 
of  the  cavalry  and,  together  with  twenty  (colored  infantry,  charged  down 
public  Sfiuare  and  drove  them  from  ttie  depot  and  extinguished  the  fire. 
I  captured  Surgeon  Lauderdale,  Fifteenth  Tennessee  (rebel)  liegiment, 
and  a  i)rivate  soldier  of  the  same  regiment.  I  learned  from  tliis  private 
soldier  that  General  Forrest,  with  liis  entire  force,  had  invested  the 
place,  his  force  being  estimated  at  from  10,000  to  12,000,  witli  nine 
])ieces  of  artillery.  I  now  ordered  all  forces  in  town  to  the  fort,  burn- 
ing all  Government  property.  I  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Prosser  to 
remain  at  or  near  the  fort.  He  refused  to  obey,  saying  he  did  not  think 
with  his  force  the  fort  could  be  Jield.  He  was  then  ordered  by  Lieuten- 
ant Kneeland,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  of  General  Granger's 
staff!,  to  retiirn  to  Decatur.  I  sent,  by  Colonel  Prosser,  word  to  General 
Granger  Avhat  forces  were  investing  the  place.  I  also  started  two  cou- 
rieis  Avitli  dispatches  to  General  Starkweatlier,  informing  him  of  my  con- 
dition. The  one  bearing  the  dispatches  was  murdered  on  the  outskirts 
of  town,  shot  after  capture.  The  other  esca]ied  with  wound  through 
shoulder  and  returned  to  the  fort.  During  the  night  was  occasionally 
annoyed  by  sharpshooters  firing,  and  could  hear  their  artillery  being 
brought  into  position. 

Just  after  daylight  on  the  morning  of  September  24,  they  opened 
on  the  fort  with  artillery  from  three  different  sides,  casting  almost 
every  shell  inside  the  works.  1  could  not  reach  them  with  my  12-i)ounder 
howitzers,  they  being  perfectly  useless.  The  firing  now  ceased,  8  a.  n\., 
and  I  received  the  following  communi  ation  from  General  Forrest: 

Headquarters  Forrest's  Cavalry, 

In  the  Field,  Heptembei-  U,  1864. 
Ori'iCER  Commanding  U.  S.  Forces, 

Ailictis,  Ala.: 
I  (lemanrl  an  immediate  and  niK:(mditioii;il  siirrpiider  of  the  entire  fovoe  and  all 
(iovcrnineut  stores  and  ])ropert.v  at  this  jKist.  I  have  a  suffi<Ment  force  to  storm  and 
take  yonr  works,  and  if  I  am  forced  to  do  so  the  responsibility  of  tbo  <:oiisef|uences 
must  rest  with  you.  Should  you,  however,  aece])t  the  terms,  all  white  soldiers  shall 
lie  treated  as  prisoners  of  war  and  the  negroes  returned  to  their  masters.  A  reply  is 
requested  immediately . 
Respectfully, 

N.  H.  FORREST, 
-  Major-dtiit.ral,  ('.  *'.  Army. 
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I  replied  to  liim  as  follows : 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Athena,  Ala.,  September  U,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  B.  Forrest, 

Commanding  hesieging  Forces,  Athens,  Ala  : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  decline  your  demand  of  this  date. 

WALLACE  CAMPBELL, 
Colonel  One  hundred  and  tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  Commanding. 

I  sent  Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Dewey,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Eegiment  U. 
S.  Colored  Infantry,  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General  William  T. 
Lewis,  to  receive  flag  of  truce.  They  met  Majjor  Strange,  General  For- 
rest's chief  of  staff,  and  Colonel  Galloway,  aide-de-camp,  and  held  con- 
versation with  them.  They  said  from  conversation  held  with  General 
Forrest  they  knew  he  was  determined  to  take  the  fort,  and  if  he  was 
compelled  to  storm  it  no  lives  would  be  spared.  I  refused  to  comply 
with  last  demand  as  with  first,  when  General  Forrest  sent  in  request 
for  a  personal  interview,  reading  as  follows : 

Athens,  September  24, 1864. 
Colonel:  I  desire  an  interview  with  you  outside  of  the  fort,  at  any  place  you 
may  designate,  provided  it  meets  with  your  views.     My  only  object  is  to  stop  the 
effusion  of  blood  that  must  follow  the  storming  of  the  place. 

N.  B.  FORREST, 

Major-General. 

I  immediately  met  General  Forrest,  accompanied  by  Lieut.  Col.  J.  A. 
Dewey.  General  Forrest  told  me  he  was  determined  to  take  the  place; 
that  his  force  was  sufficiently  large,  and  have  it  he  would,  and  if  he  was 
compelled  to  storm  the  works  it  would  result  in  the  massacre  of  tlie 
entire  garrison.  He  told  me  what  his  force  was,  and  said  myself  and 
one  officer  could  have  the  privilege  of  reviewing  his  force.  I  returned 
to  the  fort,  when,  after  consultation  with  the  commanders  of  various 
detachments  in  the  fort,  it  was  decided  that  |if  J  after  reviewing  the 
force  of  General  Forrest  I  found  he  had  8,000  or  10,000  troops,  it  would 
be  worse  than  murder  to  attempt  to  hold  the  works.  I  then  took  Capt. 
B.  M.  Callender,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  and  rode  round  his  en- 
tire line,  thereby  satisfying  myself  and  the  captain  accompanying 
me  that  there  were  at  least  10,000  men  and  nine  pieces  of  artillery.  It 
was  now  11  a.  m.  I  had  been  "dilly-dallying"  with  General  Fori?est 
since  8  a.  m.  expecting  re-enforcements  would  be  sent  from  Decatur. 
Believing  they  could  not  reach  me,  I  ordered  the  surrender  of  the  fort. 
After  the  surrender  I  learned  that  a  force  of  350  men,  composed  of  the 
Eighteenth  Michigan  Infantry  and  One  hundred  and  second  Ohio  In- 
fantry, commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Elliott,  of  the  One  hundred 
and  second  Ohio,  had  been  surrounded  and  captured  below  the  town. 

The  following  are  the  terms  of  capitulation: 

Agreement  entered  into  at  Athens,  Ala.,  on  the  B4th  day  of  September,  1864,  by  Maj. 
Gen.  N.  B.  Forrest,  of  the  C.  S.  Army,  and  Col.  Wallace  Campbell,  One  hundred 
and  tenth  Eegiment  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 

We,  on  the  part  of  our  respective  Governments,  stipulate  and  agree  that  the  fol- 
lowing articles  shall  be  faithfully  executed  and  maintained : 

On  the  part  of  the  U.  S.  Government,  by  Col.  Wallace  Campbell,  that  the  fort  and 
United  States  and  public  Government  property  at  this  point  Ije,  and  the  same 
hereby  are,  surrendered  to  Maj.  Gen.  N.  B.  Forrest,  of  the  C.  S.  Army. 

On  the  part  of  the  C.  S.  Government,  by  Maj.  Gen.  N.  B.  Forrest,  that  all  commis- 
sioned officers  surrendered  or  surrendering  as  above,  be,  and  hereby  are,  permitted  to 
go  to  Meridian  or  some  other  point  in  Mississippi,  and  the  said  officers  shall,  so  soon 
as  Major-General  Forrest  can  communicate  with  Major-General  Washburn,  U,  S. 
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Volunteers,  be  sent  to  Major-General  Washburn  or  otber  commanding  oflBeer  at  Mem- 
phis, Tenn.,  to  be  retained  on  their  paroles  of  honor  not  to  act  in  opposition  to  the 
forces  of  the  Confederate  States  until  they  are  duly  exchanged  by  Generals  Wash- 
burn and  Forrest,  which  exchange  shall  occur  as  speedily  as  possible.  The  exchange 
is  to  be  conducted  by  an  exchange  of  officers  for  officers  of  same  rank,  and  man  ior 
man. 

Again,  said  commissioned  officers  shall  and  hereby  are  permitted  to  retain  and 
keep  all  their  personal  property,  including  horses,  saddles,  side-arms,  and  clothing. 
All  this  ])ermanently. 

Again,  the  enlisted  men  (soldiers)  of  Col.  Wallace  Camjibell's  command  shall  be 
kindly  and  humanely  treated  and  turned  over  to  the  C.  S.  Government  as  prisoners 
of  war,  to  be  disposed  of  as  tlie  War  Department  of  the  Confederate  States  shall 
direct. 

N.  B.  FORREST, 
Major-General,  Commanding,  C.  S.  Army. 
WALLACE  CAMPBELL, 
Colonel  110th  U.  S.  Colwed  Infantry,  Commanding. 

About  2  p.  tn.  we  were  marched  south  by  Floreuce  road.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  officers  in  my  command  from  conversations  held  with  Gen- 
eral Forrest  and  his  officers  that  had  the  fort  been  stormed  no  lives 
would  have  been  spared. 

On  the  21st  day  of  September  I  sent  Lieut.  Col.  J.  B.  Minnis,  com- 
manding Third  Tennessee  Cavalry,  to  scout  in  the  direction  of  Flor- 
euce, Ala.,  with  instructions  to  send  me  courier  in  case  of  meeting  the 
enemy  or  gathering  any  information,  which  he  failed  to  do  after  having 
met  the  enemy  at  or  near  Eogersville,  thereby  leaving  me  perfectly 
ignorant  and  unprepared  for  the  approach  of  such  a  force. 

My  force  consisted  of  detachments  from  the  following  regiments: 
One  hundred  and  sixth  Eegiment  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  105  men 
and  4  officers;  One  hundred  and  tenth  Eegiment  U.  S.  Colored  In- 
fantry, 233  men  and  17  officers;  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Eegiment 
U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  80  men  and  8  officers ;  Third  Eegiment  Tennessee 
Cavalry,  120  men  and  4  officers.  Total,  538  men  33  officers.  Number 
of  men  unarmed,  140 ;  number  of  muskets,  398. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WALLACE  CAMPBELL, 
Colonel  110th  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 

Lieut.  J.  D.  Hazzard, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  U.  S.  Forces,  Pulaski,  Tenn. 

A  DDE  N  DA. 

Enterprise,  Miss.,  October  17, 1864. 

We,  the  undersigned  officers  in  the  U.  S.  service,  who  were  surrendered 
to  Maj.  Gen.  N.  B.  Forrest,  at  Athens,  Ala.,  on  the  24th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1864,  by  Col.  W.  Campbell,  commanding  the  post,  feel  it  incunibent 
upon  us  to  make  known  to  the  public  the  precise  situation  of  aft'airs  in 
the  fort  at  the  time,  in  order  that  the  responsibility  of  the  surrender 
may  rest  upon  the  proper  persons,  and  also  to  place  upon  record  our 
judgment  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  surrender. 

The  fort  was  a  strong  one,  well  built,  1,350  feet  in  circumference,  17 
feet  from  the  bottom  of  the  ditch  to  the  top  of  the  parapet,  and  encircled 
by  both  a  palisade  and  an  abatis  of  felled  trees.  It  was  considered  by 
inspecting  officers  to  be  the  strongest  work  between  Nashville  and 
Decatur. 

The  garrison  at  the  time  of  surrender  consisted  of  detachments  from 
the  One  hundred  and  sixth.  One  hundred  and  tenth,  and  One  hundred 
and  eleventh  Eegiments  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  numbering  in  the 
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aggTegate  469  efficieDt  men.  In  addition  to  the  colored  troops  there 
^ere  150  men  belonging  to  the  Third  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  two  12- 
yonnder  howitzers.  On  the  night  of  the  23d  and  24th  the  colonel  com- 
manding caused  nearly,  if  not  quite,  all  the  commissary  stores  at  the 
post  to  be  moved  into  the  fortiiications.  These  stores  were  thought 
ample  for  a  siege  of  ten  days.  A  well  in  the  fort  afforded  a  sufficient 
supply  of  water.  As  for  the  ammunition,  there  was  at  the  time  about 
70,000  rounds  elongated  ball  cartridges,  and  an  ample  supply  for  the  car- 
bines of  the  cavalrymen.    For  the  howitzers  there  were  120  rounds  each. 

Our  pickets  Avere  driven  in  at  5.30  p.  m.  of  the  23d,  and  from  that 
time,  until  long  i)ast  dark  there  was  a  good  deal  of  skirmishing.  The 
night  was  passed  in  making  pre]3arations  to  receive  the  enemy  and 
getting  provisions  into  the  fort. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  about  7  o'clock,  the  enemy  opened  fire  on 
the  fort,  thi'owing  solid  shot  and  shell  from  a  battery  ])lanted  on  the  Buck 
Island  road.  Shortly  after  they  opened  on  us  another  battery  from  the 
Brown's  Ferry  road.  From  these  two  batteries  the  enemy  threw  fifty-flve 
or  sixty  shots.  Of  this  number  of  shots  twenty-four  struck  in  the  fortor 
buildings  in  the  fort,  causing  the  death  of  1  man  only,  a  non-combatant, 
and  wounding  1  soldier.  At  9  a.  m.  the  enemy  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce  de- 
manding the  surrender  of  the  place;  this  was  refused  by  Colonel  Camp- 
bell. General  Forrest  then  again  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  place, 
stating  that  hehad  ample  force  to  take  it  and  offeringto  show  his  force  to 
Colonel  Campbell.  Colonel  Cam]ibell  then  called  a  council  of  officers  com- 
manding detachments,  in  which  council,  we  are  informed,  but  two  officers 
vot«d  in  favor  of  a  suri-ender,  neither  of  wliom  had  a  command  in  the 
fort.  Of  the  forty-five  officers  present  in  the  fort  at  the  time  this  council 
was  held  but  eight  were  consulted,  and  of  these  eight  there  were  several 
who  had  no  command  present  with  them  in  the  fort,  whilst  officers  who 
had  the  largest  number  of  men  under  their  charge  were  excluded.  Col- 
onel Campbell,  after  reviewing  the  forces  of  the  enemy  returned  to  the 
fort,  saying,  "  The  jig  is  up;  pull  down  the  flag,"  thus  surrendering  the 
best  fortification  on  the  line  of  the  Nashville  and  Decatur  Itailroad. 

We  also  feel  it  our  duty  to  make  mention  of  the  bearing  and  disposi- 
tion of  the  soldiers  in  the  fort,  both  white  and  black.  It  was  everything 
that  any  officer  could  wish  of  any  set  of  men.  So  far  from  there  being 
any  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  men  to  surrender  or  to  avoid  a  fight, 
it  was  just  the  reverse.  Officers  had  to  exert  all  tlieir  authority,  even 
to  threatening  to  shoot  their  own  men,  to  restrain  them  from  exposing 
themselves.  The  soldiers  were  anxious  to  try  conclusions  with  General 
Forrest,  believing  that  in  sncih  a  work  they  could  not  be  taken  by  ten 
times  their  inimber.  When  told  that  the  fort  had  been  surrendered, 
and  that  they  were  prisoners,  they  could  scarcely  believe  themselves, 
but  with  tears  demanded  that  the  fight  should  go  on,  preferring  to  die 
in  the  fort  they  had  made  to  being  transferred  to  the  tender  mercies  of 
General  Forrest  and  his  men.  Another  thing  should  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, which  is  that  avc  were  on  the  point  of  receiving  re-enforce- 
ments. 

While  the  truce  was  in  operation  and  during  the  time  occupied  by 
Colonel  Campbell  in  viewing  the  enemy's  force,  firing  was  heard  on  the 
Nashville  and  Decatur  liailroad.  This  came  from  a  force  of  our  troops 
sent  to  our  relief  from  Decatur,  consisting  of  detachments  from  the 
Eight(^enth  Michigan  and  One  hundred  and  second  Ohio  Infantry, 
numbeiiiig  300  men,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Elliott,  of  the 
One  hundred  and  second  Ohio,  who  was  severely  wounded.  These 
brave  men  had  forced  their  way  through  three  lines  of  the  enemy,  were 
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within  musket-range  of  the  fort  when  our  flag  was  lowered.  The  sur- 
render of  the  fort  allowed  General  Forrest  to  throw  a  portion  of  his 
force  between  the  fort  and  them,  thus  compelling  them  to  surrender 
after  a  hard  fight  of  three  hours'  duration,  during  which  they  lost  one- 
third  of  their  number  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  after  they  had  arrived 
almost  at  the  very  gates  of  our  fort. 

In  conclusion  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  over  our  signatures  that  tlie 
surrender  was  uncalled  for  by  the  circumstances,  Avas  against  our 
wishes,  ami  ought  not  to  have  been  made. 

(Signed)  S.  W.  Pickens, major  Tliird  Tennessee  Cavalry;  Lafayette 
Ooile,  captain  Company  I,  Third  Tennessee  Cavalry;  J. 
A.  Goddard,  captain  Company  H,  Third  Tennessee  Cav- 
alry; W.  V.  Cumming,  first  lieutenant  Compaiiy  K, 
Third  Tennessee  Cavaby;  J.  T.  Homer,  first  lieutenant 
Company  E,  Third  Tennessee  Cavalry;  J.  J.  Wade,  first 
lieutenant  CompanyB,  Third  Tennessee  Cavalry;  A.  B. 
McTeer,  lieutenant  and  regimental  quai'termaster, 
Third  Tennessee  Cavalry ;  Alfred  C.  Derrick,  first  lieu- 
tenant Company  P,  Third  Tennessee  Cavalry;  C.  L. 
Norvell,  second  lieutenant  Company  F,  Third  Tennes- 
see Cavalry;  Zene  Harlan,  captain.  One  hundred  and 
sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry;  Ben.j.  Beeson,  first  lieu- 
tenant. One  hundred  and  sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry ; 
J.  W.  Sidwell,  first  lieutenant  and  regimental  quarter- 
master, One  hundred  and  sixth  Infantry ;  Ben.  F.  Woods, 
secimd  lieutenant.  One  hundred  and  sixth  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry;  Edward  H.  Chase,  captain  Company  D,  One 
hundred  and  tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry;  Norton  W. 
Camiibell,  captain  Comj)any  F,  One  hundred  and  tenth 
XJ.  S.  Colored  Infantry;  Zac.  C.  Wilson,  captain  Com- 
pany H,  One  hundred  and  tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry ; 
Kich'^  Atkin,  first  lieutenant  Company  K,  One  hundred 
and  tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry;  Eobt.  McMillan,  first 
lieutenant  Company  ]),  One  hundred  and  tenth  U.  S. 
Colored  Infantry;  H.  M.  Spragixe,  first  lieutenant  Com- 
pany I,  One  hundred  and  tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry; 
H.  E.  Blinn,  first  lieutenant  Company  F,  One  Imndred 
and  tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry;  Chas.  M.  Linn,  second 
lieutenant  Company  D,  On(i  hundred  and  tenth  U.  S. 
Colored  Infantry;  .las.  M.  Mills,  second  lieutenant  Com- 
pany F,  One  hundred  and  tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry; 
J.  H.  Lauchly,  second  lientenant  Comjjany  II,  One  hun- 
dred and  tenth  U.  S.  Colined  Infantry;  Wm.  A.  Duck- 
worth, second  lieutenant  Company  K,  One  hundred  and 
tenth  U.  S.  ('olored  Infantry;  Thad.  Donohue,  surgeon. 
One  hundred  and  tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry;  William 
King,  chaplain,  One  hundred  and  tenth  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry;  W.  H.  Scroggs,  captain.  One  hundred  and 
eleventh  U.  S.  Cohn-ed  Infantry;  A.  W.  Forbes,  captain. 
One  hundred  and  eleventh  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry;  Wm. 
J.  Harrod,  first  lieutenant.  One  hundred  and  eleventh 
U.  S.  Colored  Infantry;  F.  M.  Crosson,  first  lieutenant, 
One  hundred  and  eleventh  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry;  James 
H.  Lunn,  first  lieutenant.  One  hundred  and  eleventh  U. 
S.  Colored  Infantry;  O.  O.  Poppleton,  second  lieuten- 
ant, One  hundred  and  eleventh  U.  S,  Colored  Infantry. 
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We  also  respectfully  request  that  a  thorough  and  immediate  iu- 
vestigation  of  the  above  statements  be  made,  that  our  names  may  not 
be  placed  iu  the  list  of  cowards  in  the  general  summing  up  of  our  na- 
tion's history. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

OPFICEES  THAT  WERE  SUERENUEKED. 

We  would  also  respectfully  request  that  permission  be  granted  lis  to 
publish  the  original  statement,  of  which  [this  is  a]  verbatim  copy. 
Very  respectfully, 

ROBERT  McMillan, 

First  Lieut.,  110th  U.  8.  Colored  Infantry,  Parole  Gamp, 

Benton  Barraclcs,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

If  permission  should  be  granted  please  forward  papers  to  the  above- 
named  officer. 

Adjutant-Genekax,,  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 


Na^shville,  Term. 


[First  indorsement.] 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  December  15,  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

JNO.  H.  MONROE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
(In  the  absence  of  the  major-general  commanding.) 

[Second  indorsement,] 

Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  January  7,  I860. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  Gen.  G.  H.  Thomas,  commanding  De- 
partment of  the  Cumberland. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

R.  M.  SAWYER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Commr.  Organization  IJ.  S.  Colored  Troops, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  November  10, 1864. 
Bvt.  Col.  C.  W.  Foster, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Chief  of  Colored  Bureau, 

Washington  City,  I>.  C. : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  by  me  to  Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Granger,  commanding  the  District 
of  Northern  Alabama,  relative  to  the  surrender  of  the  One  hundred  and 
sixth.  One  hundred  and  tenth.  One  hundred  and  eleventh  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry  at  Athens,  Ala.,  and  of  his  indorsement  thereon. 

I  have  the  honor,  colonel,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  servant, 

R.  D.  MUSSEY, 
Colonel  100th  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 
Commissioner  Organization  U,  iS,  Colored  Troops. 
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[First  iu<lor.stMjieiit.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

November  32, 1864. 
EespectfuUy  referred  to  Mtij.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  commanding 
Department  of  tlie  Cumberland,  ^STashville,  Tenn.,  for  his  recommenda- 
tion. 

Colonel  Campbell  belongs  to  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  U.  S.  Col- 
ored Infantry. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  W  ar : 

C.  W.  FOSTER, 
Asmntant  Adjutant- General,  Volunteers. 

[Second  inOorsemeut.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  November  28, 1864. 
llespectftdly  referred  to  Maj.  Gen.  L.  H.  Rousseau,  commanding  Dis- 
trict of  Tennessee,  for  report  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  sur- 
render of  the  within  mentioned  regiments. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas: 

''  HENRY  M.  CIST, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Third  indorsement.  1 

Headquarters  District  of  Tennessee, 

Nashville,  January  20,  1865. 
Respectfully  retiuiied  with  required  report.* 

LOVELL  H.  ROUSSEAU, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 
B.  H.  POLK, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
(In  the  absence  of  the  general.) 

[IncloBurc] 

Hdqrs.  Commr.  Organization  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  October  25, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Granger, 

Commanding  District  of  Northern  Alabama: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  some  blanks,  &c., 
designed  for  the  One  hundred  and  sixth.  One  hundred  and  tenth,  and 
One  hundred  and  eleventh  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry.  I  have  heard 
through  the  papers  that  these  regiments  were  all  captured  by  Forrest 
or  surrendered  to  hinr  by  Colonel  Campbell.  Will  you  do  me  the  favor 
to  inform  me  of  the  facts  in  this  case,  and  if  tliey  were  surrendered 
whether  the  colonel's  action  has  been  approved  and  where  the  men  now 
are. 

J  have  the  honor,  general,,  to  be,  very  respec.tfiilly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

R.  1).  MUSSEY, 
Colonel  100th  U,  ti.  Colored  Tnfitntry, 
Commissioner  Organization  U.  *S',  Colored  Troops. 

*jN«t  fomiil. 
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[Iiuloraenient.] 

Headquaktees  District  ov  Nobthern  Alabama, 

Huntsville,  November  2,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned. 

These  three  regiments  were  captured,  or  parts  of  them.    The  coiiuuct 
of  Colonel  Campbell  is  disapproved  by  every  one,  and  disgraceful  in 
the  extreme. 
Bv  order  of  li.  S.  Granger,  brigadier-general  commanding: 
•^  DE  LOSS  C.  LE  BAKON, 

Lieutenant,  Eighteenth  Michigan,  and  Acting  Aide-de-Camp. 


Saint  Louis,  IMo.,  November  23,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  D.  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  the  Cumberland: 

General  :  I  would  very  respectfully  request  that  a  court  of  inquiry 
be  summoned  to  convene  at  once  to  inquire  into  and  report  on  my  con- 
duct in  surrendering  Athens,  Ala.,  to  Major-General  Forrest,of  the  so- 
called  Confederate  Army,  on  the  24th  day  of  September,  18G4. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

servant. 

WALLACE  CAMPBELL, 

Colonel  110th  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  Paroled  Prisoner. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  oij'  the  Cumberland, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  1,  1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  Gen.  L.  H.  Rousseau,  commanding  Dis- 
trict of  Tennessee,  with  orders  to  convene  a  board  of  inquiry  as  soon 
as  practicable. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas : 

HENRY  M.  CIST, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  TJ.  S.  Colored  Troops  in  the  State  of  Tenn., 

Memphis,  January  2,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant- General  U.  /S'.  Army,  Jjouisoille,  Ky.: 
General:  Herewith  I  send  you  a]ij>lication  of  Col.  Wallace  Camp- 
bell, One  hundred  and  tentli  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  for  a  court  of  in- 
quiry. I  res])ectfully  invite  your  attention  to  the  following  facts: 
Colonel  Campbell  has  been  exchanged  and  ordered  to  report  to  his  com- 
mand at  Savannah,  Ga.  He  will  leave  New  York  on  the  18th  instant. 
He  desires,  if  compatible  with  the  interests  of  the  service,  to  be  brought 
before  a  court  of  inquiry  before  going  to  his  command.  Two  months 
ago  he  made  ai»i)lication  to  Maj.  Gen.  G.  H.  Thomas  for  a  court  of  in- 
quiry. This  was  before  he  knew  that  hie  case  had  been  referred  to  you 
by  the  War  Department  for  investigation.  Nothing  has  been  heard 
from  it.  Colonel  C.  will  be  in  Chicago  until  the  14th  instant.  His  ad- 
dress is  Chicago,  Box  3535. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  CHETLAIN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


veil 
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[Inclosiire.] 

Paiioleb  Gamp, 
Benton  Barracks,  Mo.,  December  13, 1861. 
Brig.  Geii.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army: 
General:  I  most  respectftilly  request  tliat  a  court  of  iiuiimy  be  cou- 
iued  as  soou  as  practicable  to  inquire  into  tlie  circumstances  atteudiug 
the  surrender  of  U.  S.  forces  at  Atbeus,  Ala.,  on  Sent.eniber  21, 18(>4,bv 
myself,  to  Ma,j.  Gen.  N.  B.  Forrest,  of  0.  S.  Army. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALLACE  CAMPBELL, 

Colonel  110th  U.  aS'.  Colored  InfantnJ, 

Late  Commandmg  V.  S.  Forces,  Athens,  Ala. 

[First  iiidoracnicnl.] 

Hdqbs.  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  in  Htatk  ov  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  Jnnuanj  :^,  1,SG1  [  1S(J0\. 
EespectfuUy  forwarded. 

A.  L.  CIIETLAIN, 

Brifja  dier-  Genera  I. 

[Second  iudoraemeut.] 

Louisville,  Ky.,  January  10,  1SG5. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Ma.j.  Gen.  G.  IT.  Thomas. 
I  have  received  no  instructions  to  investigate  this  inattcr. 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 

[Third  iiidorsemcut.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  tub  Cumberland, 

Jiastimrt,  Miss.,  January  21,  IHOu. 
liespectfully  returned  to  Brig.  (Jen.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant-Geucial  LT. 
S.  Arniy. 

If  Col.  W.  Campbell  will  return  to  this  department,  where  he  can  be 
reached,  a  court  of  inquiry  will  be  ordered  in  his  case. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major-Gencral,  U.  *S'.  Army,  Commundinr/. 

[Fourth  iiidor.sciiicn(.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  OfJ''ioe, 

February  7,  IHOr,. 
Respectfully  referred  to  M-.y.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  (J.  S.  Army,  com- 
maudingMilitary  Division  of  tlie  Mississi]>pi,  via  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  and 
his  attention  invited  to  oflicial  copy  of  letter  of  this  date  to  Major-Geu- 
eral  Thomas,  which  is  herewith.* 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

C.  W.  FOSTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  Volunteers. 

*Seo  Eoster  to  Tliouiiis,  February  (5,  post, 
34  R  R — vol  XXXIX,  PT  I 
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Wab  Depaktment,  Adjutant-Genekal's  Office, 

Washington,  February  6',  1865. 

]\laj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commandinc)  Dept.  of  the  Cumhcrland,  Eastport,  Miss. : 
General  :  lu  reply  to  your  indorseineiit  on  the  21st  ultimo,*  upon  tlie 
application  of  Col.  AV.  Campbell,  One  Imuared  and  tentli  F.  S.  Colored 
Troops,  for  a  court  of  inquiry,  I  am  directed  to  say  tbat  as  Colonel 
Campbell  is  supposed  to  be  now  witli  liis  regiment  in  the  Department  of 
the  South,  it  is  not  considered  expedient  to  order  his  return  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Cumberland.  The  application  has  therefore  been  referred  to 
Major-General  Sherman  for  such  action  as  he  may  deem  proper  for  the 
interests  of  the  service;  and  you  are  requested  to  send  to  Major-Gen- 
eral Sherman  a  statement  of  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  surrender  of 
Colonel  Campbell's  command  to  the  enemy  at  Athens,  Ala.,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1864,  together  with  copies  of  any  charges  that  may  have  been 
preferred  against  Colonel  Campbell  in  connection  therewith.t 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  FOSTEK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General  of  Volunteers. 


No.  0. 

Report  oj  Brig.  Gen.  John  C.  Starhiccather,  U.  »S'.  Army. 

Headquarters  U .  S.  Forces, 

FulasM,  Tenn.,  October  1,  186-J. 

Sir:  Ihave  the  honor  most  respecttnlly  to  submit  tlie  following  re- 
port as  to  the  disposition,  movements,  and  part  taken  by  my  connnaud 
in  the  late  skirmishes  and  battles  with  General  Forrest's  forces: 

The  line  being  extensive,  and  nearly  all  my  district  defenses  at- 
tacked from  time  to  time,  of  necessity  my  report  will  be  more  lengthened 
than  1  wish  it  were.  There  are  many  minor  details  also  which  in  justice 
to  myself  and  command  1  am  obliged  to  .state  in  brief,  in  order  that  a 
perfect  report  may  be  laid  before  the  general  commanding. 

On  the  19th  day  of  Sei)tember  1  telegraphed  Brigadier-General 
Granger  that  the  enemy,  300  strong,  were  at  Florence,  and  with  otlier 
distributed  (jommands  the  enemy  Avere  about  1,000  strong,  gathering 
supplies,  &c. 

On  the  21st  day  of  September  I  telegrai)hed  General  Granger  that  liod- 
dey  had  crossed  the  river  the  Sunday  previous  with  four  regiments  at 
Bainbridge  Ferry;  that  the  information  was  from  one  of  my  own  men 
who  had  been  captured  by  them;  that  my  command  liad  driven  Biffle, 
with  command  400  strong,  from  Henryville  in  the  direction  of  Clifton; 
that  Johnson,  with  400  men,  Avas  on  Cathly  Creek  night  of  the  19th ;  that 
my  forces  had  returned  from  pursuit  of  Biftle  and  confirmed  Roddey's 
crossing,  as  already  reported.  I  immediately  telegrai)hed  and  sent  the 
iuformatiou  to  the  ditt'ercnt  commands  of  my  district,  and  ordered  every- 
thing placed  in  good  iighting  trim  and  that  the  most  obstinate  resist- 
ance must  be  made  by  all. 

Eeceived  dispatches  on  the  22d  frcmi  General  Granger  saying  he  was 
satisfied  as  to  my  BifHe'exi)edition,  but  to  continue  watching  him  and 
company.    Telegraphed  him  immediately  that  Wheeler  intended  mov- 

*  See  third  indorsement,  p.  529. 

tNo  Hnbseqncnt  nctidii  in  this  case  is  fimnd.  Coh)ncl  Campbell  having  tendered 
his  resignation  was,  njion  the  reconniieudation  <>(  his  snperior  oiBecrs,  honorably 
discharged  the  services  of  the  United  States  May  6,  ISG^. 


Chap.  LI.]         FOREEST's  RAID  INTO  ALABAMA  AND  TENNESSEE.  531 

ing  in  direction  of  Huntsville,  and  again  confirmed  my  reports  of  the 
21st;  reported  also  that  a  number  of  bauds  of  the  euemy  were  passing 
west  of  Sulphur  Branch  trestle,  and  that  my  colored  troops  had  skir- 
mished with  them.  On  the  23d  Col.  Wallace  Campbell,  One  hundred  and 
tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  commanding  at  ^thens,  dispatched  me  that 
enemy  were  tearing  up  track  (railroad)  two  miles  south  of  him,  and  that 
he  should  move  down  and  drive  them  away ;  dispatched  same  informa- 
tion to  Major-General  Kousseau  and  General  Granger,  and  stated  that 
I  Avould  be  ready  to  move  at  once;  and  almost  immediately  informed 
generals  coftimanding  that  line  was  cut  south. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  I  dispatched  General  Eousseau  that 
road  had  been  struck  near  Athens ;  that  at  5  p.  m.  on  the  23d  heavy 
artillery  firing  had  been  heard,  with  musketry  intermingled,  and  at  7.30 
p.  m.  a  bright  light  as  of  burning  buildiugs  at  Athens  had  been  seen; 
that  I  had  already  moved  all  my  mounted  force  to  Sulphur  Branch 
trestle  and  Elk  Eiver  bridge,  and  that  I  would  try  and  conmiuni(;ate 
with  Athens  by  courier,  and  requested  him  to  send  the  information  to 
General  Granger  by  way  [of]  Stevenson.  Immediately  sent  another 
telegram  that  the  enemy,  3,000  strong,  passed  through  liogersville  at 
10  a.  m.  on  23d  instant  making  for  the  railroad ;  that  the  Third  [Second] 
Tennessee  Cavalry,  Colonel  Prosser  commanding,  had  skirmished  with 
the  enemy  at  2  p.  m.  the  day  previous;  that  I  had  informed  General 
Granger  of  the  crossing  of  Eoddey  on  Sunday  previous  with  four  regi- 
ments, and  to  inform  General  Granger  of  this  news  also;  that  my 
mounted  force  had  moved  to  the  bridges  at  3  a.  m.  that  morning,  under 
command  of  Col.  Thomas  IST.  Pace,  Tenth  Indiana  Cavalry.  In  the 
mean  time  I  had  received  dispatches  from  Colonel  Latlnop,  at  Sulphur 
Branch  trestle,  informing  me  of  the  arrival  at  tliat  i)ost  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Minnis  with  Third  Tennessee  Cavalry,  on  his  way  to  Athens; 
that  the  firing  in  direction  of  Atheiis  had  continued  that  morning  (24th), 
and  that  he,  Colonel  Lathrop,  would  send  forwaid  for  information.  At 
this  time  I  received  the  following  dispatdi,  dated  24th,  at  Nashville, 
and  signed  by  command  of  Major-Gcneral  Rousseau : 

General  Granger  telegraphs,  via  Stevenson,  that  tbe  foicc  on  the  roadhelow  Pulaski 
is  about  200  strong,  and  that  Colonel  Prosser  is  after  tlieui;  have  a  few  scouts  toward 
the  Tennessee  River. 

Same  being  immediately  followed  by  the  following  telegram,  dated 
at  Nashville,  24th,  by  command  of  Major-General  Eousseau: 

General  Granger  telegraphs  this  morning  that  the  euenij'  200  strong  struck  the 
road  near  Athon.s  last  evening  and  burned  a  house  there;  lie  also  says  a  small 
party  was  near  Dccatnr ;  he  seems  to  be  waiting  for  you  to  attend  to  the  party  at 
Athens.  Yon  will  attack  the  enemy  vigorously  on  the  road  wherever  he  may  be,  and 
please  keep  us  i)Osted. 

To  Avhich  I  replied,  acknowledging  leceipt  of  the  two  dispatches,  and 
stated  that  they  seemed  inconsistent  with  each  other,  but  that  I  would 
fight  the  enemy  if  found ;  that  the  information  which  I  had  already  sent 
Avas  entitled  to  weight,  being  from  an  officer  of  Colonel  Prosser's  regi- 
ment, who  had  already  met  and  skirmished  with  the  enemy  at  2  p.  m. 
the  day  i)revious;  that  I  had  ordered  Colonel  Paoe  forward  to  find  and 
attack  the  enemy,  but  not  to  uncover  the  bridges.  I  also  informed  my 
ofticers  commanding  below  of  the  dispatches  received  as  to  the  200  men. 
At  about  noou  same  day  I  dispatched  to  General  Eousseau  the  informa- 
tion received  from  Colonel  Spalding,  dated  on  the  23d,  that  Forrest  with 
8,000  men  and  eight  jjieces  of  artillery  passed  toward  Athens  the  day 
previous ;  that  he  camped  at  Eogersville  night  of  22d.  T  immediately 
countermanded  my  order  to  Colonel  Pace,  as  to  finding  and  fighting 
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the  enemy,  aucl  ordered  liim  to  hold  the  two  bridges,  and  keep  open 
communications.  I  immediately  placed  the  command  in  fighting  trim 
and  superintended  arrangements  of  fort,  court-house,  &c.,  by  having 
supplies  of  water,  rations,  and  ammunition  placed  therein.  At  or  neai 
the  regular  hour  trains  arrived  from  Nashville;  ordered  them  to  await 
my  orders  before  moving;  telegraphed  and  asked  for  orders  for  the 
trains,  and  received  dispatch,  dated  at  Nashville  24th,  by  command  oi 
General  Eousseau,  saying: 

If  Forrest,  with  8,000  men,  is  outlieroad,  it  is  Ueemctl  unsafe  fortbo  trains  bound 
Boutli  to  proceed,  but  it  is  left  witb  you  to  decide. 

I  thereupon  ordered  the  trains  to  return  to  Nashville  and  telegraphed 

General  Eousseau  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  — '■ ,  Third  Tennessee 

Cavalry,  and  a  captured  man  of  Ninth  Indiana  Cavalry  corroborated  all 
I  had  already  dispatched.  Eeceived  dispat<;h  by  courier  from  Colonel 
Pace  that  Athens  had  surrendered,  and  that  lie  was  disposing  his  troops 
so  as  to  hold  the  bridges.  Informed  General  E[ousseauJ  of  the  fact  and 
that  I  had  no  men  to  re-enforce  those  i)osts  further.  Colonel  Spalding's 
command  still  being  absent  and  not  being  under  my  orders.  My  ef- 
fective force  at  Pulaski,  after  re-enforcing  the  bridges  with  my  mounted 
command,  at  this  time  consisted  of  23  officers  and  519  men,  of  whom  50 
acted  upon  courier  hues,  35  were  at  the  fort  guns,  and  ICC  men,  with 
proper  officers,  were  on  duty  as  interior  and  grand  guards,  leaving  16 
officers  and  2C3  men  to  perform  all  the  camp  and  garrison  duties  outside 
of  special-duty  men,  all  of  whom  were  placed  under  arms  in  the  court- 
house and  rifle-pits.  Soon  as  Colonel  S[palding]  arrived  I  telegraphed 
the  fact,  with  the  further  information  that  Forrest,  Eoddey,  Biffle,  and 
Wheeler  were  supposed  to  be  concentrated;  that  enemy  were  on  this 
side  of  Athens,  moving  rapidly,  and  that  I  would  send  Colonel  S.  tore- 
enforce  the  bridges,  which  I  did  by  assuming  the  responsibility  and 
issuing  a  peremi)tory  order  to  Colonel  S.  to  move  at  once  with  his  com- 
mand. Tliis  was  at  2  a.  m.  morning  of  25th,  his  command  having 
arrived  the  night  previous  at  9  p.  m.  Telegraphed  General  Eousseau 
that  he  ha<l  moved,  and  for  re-enforcements  to  be  hurried  forward.  Ee- 
ceived dispatch,  dated  on  24th,  at  Nashville,  by  order  General  Eousseau, 
that  General  Croxtonwith  brigade  of  cavalry  Avould  move  from  Franklin 
at  daylight  in  morning,  and  that  Colonel  Jones  Avould  leave  Nashville 
at  same  hour  with  1,300  men  and  a  battery;  to  which  I  replied,  asking 
that  they  might  move  at  once,  and  that  then  it  would  be  too  late,  as  it 
was;  to  hurry  them  up,  I  needed  them  badly.  Eeceived  dispatch  from 
General  Grauger,  dated  24th,  to  hold  on,  that  he  would  join  me  on  the 
morrow  with  heavy  re-enforcements.  Having  courier  lines  established 
between  Sulphur  Branch  trestle  and  Pulaski  I  ordered  the  most  des- 
perate resistance  to  be  made  and  not  to  surrender,  giving  the  com- 
mandants the  information  that  re-enforcements  Arould  arrive  soon. 
Troops  were  properly  posted  for  making  a  stubborn  defense  of  this 
post,  and  everything,  under  the  cii-cumstances,  placed  in  as  good  sha]>e 
as  could  possibly  be.  Thus  matters  continued  during  the  25th,  my 
forces  continually  skirmishing  and  fighting  with  the  enemy,  contesting 
all  the  ground  as  well  as  the  strength  of  the  force  Avould  allow,  slowly 
retiring  from  point  to  point  as  they  were  outflanked  or  overpowered  by 
the  enemy's  forces. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  I  was  relieved  from  my  command  and 
ordered  to  turn  the  same  over  to  the  next  ranking  officer.  Colonel 
Jackson,  Ninth  Indiana  Cavalry,  assumed  command,  by  my  orders, 
until  the  return  of  Colonel  Pace,  Tenth  Indiana  Cavalry,  when  he, 
being  the  ranking  officer,  assumed  command. 
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Ee-enforcements  Ivegau  arriving  on.tlie26tli  at  about  12  m.  My 
forces,  under  Colonel  Spalding,  were  then  fighting,  and  being  driven 
back  slowly;  re-enforcements  were  sent  to  their  support,  and  reported 
to  Colonel  Spalding,  commanding,  at  dark  ou  the  26tli  instant. 

On  the  27th  the  engagement  became  pretty  general,  and  when  the 
troops  were  rapidly  leaving  the  field  in  confusion  and  disorder,  1  was, 
at  12  m.,  ordered  to  reassume  command,  and  arrange  town  and  other 
matters  for  a  stubborn  defense.  Stafl'and  self  immediately  set  to  work, 
and  so  continued  doijig  oiir  duty  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  and,  as  I 
believe,  with  beneficial  results. 

Col.  Wallace  Campbell,  commanding  at  Athens,  had  a  iine  force  of 
able-bodied,  well-disciplined  colored  troops,  with  a  fine  foi't,  almost  im- 
pregnable, with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  without  that  fighting  or 
showing  that  valor  and  courage  that  I  expected  at  his  hands,  he  sur- 
rendered his  entire  command  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  much  to  my 
disgust  and  to  that  of  his  whole  command,  and,  as  facts  now  show,  if  he 
had  held  out  even  for  a  short  time  longer  re-enforcements  would  have 
reached  him,  as  they  were  then  mo^ang  rapidly  to  his  assistance^  some 
arriving  just  after  the  surrender  of  the  fort  and  in  time  to  be  captured 
by  the  enemy.  There  may  be  some  reason  for  this  surrender,  but  with 
my  imperative  orders  to  hold  out  and  fight  to  the  last,  he  did  not  doit, 
and  lie  now  being  a  prisoner  I  am  unable  to  give  the  general  command- 
ing any  definite  information  upon  the  subject,  only  t«  say  that  in  my 
jndgment  it  was  a  disgraceful  surrender,  not  only  on  account  of  it  in 
itself,  but  because  it  infused  a  spirit  of  disappointment  and  demoraliza- 
lion  into  the  balance  of  his  command  in  block-houses  not  yet  under  fire. 
After  the  surrender  of  Athens  the  prisoners  and  artillery  were  sent  to 
and  crossed  over  the  Tennessee  Eivcr,  and  the  enemy  moved  on  against 
low  trestle  or  Block-house  No.  G,  commanded  by  Lieut.  John  J.  Pliifer, 
Company  K,  One  luuidred  and  eleventh  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  which 
was  also  basely  surrendered  without  firing  a  gun. 

Colonel  Lathrop,  before  the  surrender  of  Athens,  sent  his  mounted 
(force)  men  under  Major  Lilly,  Nintli  Indiana  Cavalry,  toward  the 
Lo^^^l,  and  finding  it  surrounded  retired  his  force  upon  Sulphur  Branch 
Irestle,  where,  as  he  dispatches  me  at  4  a.  m.,  morning  of  25th,  he 
intended  to  make  a  desperate  resistance.  Major  liilly.  Ninth  Indiana 
Cavalry,  with  196  officers  and  men.  Colonel  Minuis,  Third  Tennessee, 
witli  about  300  men  mounted,  were  reluctantly  ordered  by  the  brave 
Colonel  Lathrop  into  the  fort  to  lielp  defend  it^deprecatiug  this  move, 
in  my  judgment,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  yet  believing  that  Colonel 
L[athrop]  deemed  it  tlie  best  thing  to  do  under  the  circumstances,  it 
was  done;  and  here  was  made  a  stand  worthy  of  the  highest  ]iraise. 
With  a  fort  badly  constructed,  not  fully  completed,  two  gnns  worked  by 
men  not  artillerymen,  but  drilled  for  the  purpose  from  the  infantry 
command,  a  gi-eatly  superior  force  attacking  with  much  artillery,  was 
fimght  a  battle  worth  its  niche  among  tlie  well-contested  battles  of  the 
war;  but  all  was  of  no  avail.  The  brave  Colonel  L.  fell,  killed  by  the 
second  shot;  Colonel  Minnis  took  command  and  he  too  was  struck  down, 
Init  rallying  fought  on  bravely  and  well;  ammunition  became  short  and 
surrender  stared  them  in  the  face.  Colonel  Spalding  with  his  small 
command  Avere  inadequate  for  the  occasion.  They  could  not  succor 
them  against  the  overwhelming  forces  of  the  enemy,  and  as  brave  men 
they  were  compelled  finally  to  surrender  to  a  vastly  superior  force, 
after  suffering  heavy  loss,  and  inflicting  a  much  more  severe  loss  upon 
Lhe  enemy.  The  bridge  was  then  destroyed  and  enemy  moved  on. 
Prisoners  and  artilleiy  being  sent  across  the  river.  Colonel  S|paldingl 
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fell  back  slowly  to  Elk  Eiver  bridge,  ordering  men  at  next  block- 
house to  evacuate  and  fall  back  and  report  at  Elk  Eiver  block-house. 
Colonel  S.  flnduig  himself  being  flanked  on  his  right  and  left,  by  the 
enemy  crossing  at  the  fords  above  and  below  him,  felt  compelled  to 
abandon  the  bridge  and  fall  back  to  save  his  command  from  capture, 
first  ordering  the  colored  troops  and  their  commanders  to  liold  blo(;k- 
house  long  as  possible,  as  he  exjiccted  to  have  re-<'nf(jrcements  in  the 
morning,  and  would  undoubt(Hlly  reoccupy  tlie  ground,  which  they  did 
not  do,  leaving  with,  if  not  befoie,  the  cavalry  at  or  about  .'5  in  tlie 
morning.  Bridge  was  destroyed  and  enemy  moAcd  on.  Colonel  S. 
falling  back  slowly  and  lighting  as  he  retired.  Block-houses  and 
bridges  one  after  another  Avere  struck  by  the  enemy  aud  destroyed. 
No  fighting  of  any  consequen(;e  being  done  by  any  of  the  colored  troops 
at  any  of  them,  except  tunnel  trestle,  on  tlie  2Cth,  wlie.re  (juite  a  fair 
stand  was  made.  The  troops  continued  falling  bai;k  slowly  until  the 
arrival  of  re-enforcements  on  the  2Gth,  when  they  (tlie  re-enforcements) 
took  up  position  at  dark  and  allowed  my  trooi)S  to  proceed  to  Pulaski, 
where  they  camped  for  the  night,  and  finally,  on  the  27th,  the  engage- 
ment became  quite  general,  and  lasted  nearly  all  day,  my  same  mounted 
command  being  engaged  with  various  .successes,  our  troops  falling  bade 
and  forming  battle  line  on  east  side  of  the  town,  upon  which  the  last 
shot  was  fired. 

On  morning  of  the  28th  the  enemy  M'ere  found  gone.  Colonel  Spald- 
ing's command  was  ordered  to  find  out  direction  taken  by  the  enemy, 
which  he  did  and  then  returned  to  this  post. 

My  casualties  have  been  large,  i)a.rticnlarly  in  cajjtured  men,  and  the 
same  are  given  in  accordance  with  the  best  post  data  at  my  disposal. 

For  the  particular  parts  taken  by  the  se])arate  commands  I  most  re- 
spectfully refer  tlie  general  (tommanding  to  the  reports  of  the  several 
ofQcers,  forwarded  herewith  and  made  a  ]>a,rt  hereof.* 

Outside  of  the  colored  trooi>s(and  exce])tingtbeni  at  Sulphur  Branch 
trestle  and  tunnel  trestle,  and  believing  they  would  have  fought  at 
Athens  if  opportunity  had  been  given  them)  the  command  lias  fought 
bravely  and  well,  and  is  entitled  to  credit. 

Many  officers  and  men  jiarticnlarly  distinguished  themselves,  but 
where  all  did  so  well  it  would  be  invidious  to  particularize;  yet  in  tlie 
case  of  Col.  W.  H.  Lathrop,  who  fell  so  gallantly  fighting  at  his  post, 
with  the  last  words  u])on  his  lips,  "Do  not  surrender  the  fort,"  I  feel 
that  I  shall  be  pardoned  in  mentioning  his  name  as  one  of  the  gallant 
and  most  noble  men  of  my  command,  who,  althougli  dead,  yet  lives, 
and  to  whom  reference  can  be  made  as  a  bright  example  for  all  to 
pattern  after. 

To  my  staff  ofQcers,  orderlies,  and  scouts  I  have  to  make  my  acknowl- 
edgment for  the  promptness  and  efficiency  exliibited  by  them  during 
the  many  trying  days  tbrough  which  we  passed. 

And  in  conclusion,  1  desire  most  particularly  to  thank  the  actresses. 
Miss  Ada  Gray  and  Mrs.  Lowry,  who  of  their  own  accord  administered 
to  the  wants  of  tlie  wounded  men  in  hospital  during  many  days  and 
nights. 

Kespectfully, 

JOHN  C.  STAEKWEATHER, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Kneeland, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Decatur. 

*  Report  of  Col.  George  Spalding,  Twelfth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  commanding  Fourth 
Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  the  only  one  iouiid.     See  p.  536. 
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findorscment.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Northern  Alabama, 

Huntuville,  October  .'lb',  1804. 
Riespectfully  forwarded  for  infoiinatioii  of  tlic  j>eueiiil  coininaiidiiig. 
Was  not  iu  before  tlie  coinpleMou  of  my  report.  "  Below  Pulaski"  in 
telegram  from  me  is  a  mistake;  information  sent  Avas  tliat  the  enemy 
had  struck  the  road  "below  Athens,"  and  was  telegraphed  before  the 
return  of  Colonel  Prossei',  C  a.  m.  on  24th.  It  was  from  Colonel  Prosser 
at  Athens,  2  a.  m.,  that  General  Htarkweather  j>-ot  his  information. 
Main  body  of  Forrest's  (;omuiaiul  arrived  about  that  time  and  sur- 
rounded Colonel  P.  in  the  town. 

11.  S.  OltANGEK, 
Jiritjadier- General,  Vommanding. 

Headquarters  District  of  Northern  Alabama, 

Hnntsville,  October  23,  1864. 
It  is  now  believed  that  the  force  that  first  ajjpeared  at  the  plantation 
of  Jack  Harris  was  jiart  of  Koddey's  coinmand,  under  Colonel  Warren, 
who  states  he  opposed  our  forces  witli  his  brigade  below  Athens. 

li.  S,  GRANGER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Com manding. 


No.  10. 

Report  of  Col.  William  B.  Hipen,  Seventh  Penn/iylvania  Cavalry,  com- 
manding post  of  Columbia. 

Columbia,  October  3,  1864—3.30  a.  m. 
Sir  :  General  Forrest  with  a  force  of  2,500  men  (srosscd  Duck  River, 
on  the  Lewisburg  pike,  eight  miles  above  Columbia,  on  Saturday  morn- 
iug  last.    The  same  day  he  attacked  the  railroad  at  Carter's  Creek 
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Station,  destroyed  tlie  Government  saw-mill  and  water-tank,  and  cap- 
tured ;i  block-bouses,  with  their  garrisons.  Three  bridges  on  Carter's 
Creek  were  destroyed.  To-day  [yesterday]  he  recrossed  Duck  Eiyer 
south  of  this  four  miles,  attacked  several  block -houses,  without  doing 
any  injury,  and  struck  the  road  near  Culleoka,  which  has  been  dam- 
aged, ito  what  extent  is  not  known.  He  attacked  the  pickets  near  this 
])ost,  and  after  several  hours'  skirmishing  retired.  He  is  encamped 
]iear  by  and  may  resume  the  attack  this  morning.  We  are  ready. 
Ceneral  Starkweather  (jommunicates  that  continuous  artillery  firing 
Avas  heard  south  of  Pulaski  yesterday,  supjiosed  to  be  in  the  direction 
of  Huntsville.  He  presumes  that  un  engagement  was  going  on  between 
Croxton's  fbr(;e  and  a  portion  of  Forrest's  command,  under  Biiford,  and 
his  ])ickets.  Starkweather  encountered  IBuford's  force  at  Fayetteville 
on  Saturday  evening  at  dark.  Bnford  has  all  of  Forrest's  artillery. 
l'\)rrest  expects  to  concentrate  with  BifHe  near  here.  The  latter  is  sup- 
posed to  have  1,000  men. 

T  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  J'..  SI  PES, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Maj.  B.  n.  Polk, 

Assistant  Adpdunt-GeneruL 


No.  II. 


Report  of  Co}.  Georye  BpaMinfi,  Twelfth  Tennessee  Garalry,  commanding 
Fourth  Cuvulry  Division. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.  Cat.,  Army  of  the  Cxtmberland, 

Fulasl-i,  Tenn.,  September  29,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  in  regard  to  the 
operations  of  the  troops  under  myconnuand  in  opposition  to  those  of 
C  en  era!  Forrest: 

September  21,  having  learned  that  Iloddey's  (rebel)  force  held  all  of 
the  mills  west  of  railroad,  iind  that  his  troops  were  stripjnng  the  coun- 
try of  wheat,  1  immediately  moved  with  the  effective  force  of  the  Tenth 
and  Twelfth  Tennessee  Kegiments,  of  tlieFourtli  Division  Cavalry,  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  to  compel  Koddey  to  recross  the  Tennessee  River. 
1  camped  at  Lawrenceburg  on  night  of  the  21st  instant. 

At  daylight  (morning)  J  moved  on  military  road  toward  Florence. 
Learning  that  about  1,000  rebels  held  a  mill  knoAvn  as  Howell's,  1 
proceeded  to  said  point  on  the  23d  instant,  being  fired  on  ou(!e  during 
the  night  of  the  22d  instant  by  a  party  of  Colonel  Biffle's  (Itoddey's)  com- 
mand. Before  I  arrived  at  the  mills  the  rebel  force  had  withdrawn,  no 
one  knowing  to  Avhat  point.  From  thence  I  ])roceeded  to  Squire  Wil- 
son's, military  road,  six  miles  northeast  of  Fl()ren(!e.  I  had  lieard 
through  the  country  that  Forrest  was  to  cross  the  river  near  Flor- 
ence. My  movement  toward  Wilson's  was  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing the  truth  of  said  repoit.  The  moment  1  struck  the  military  road  I 
ca])tured  3  wagons  belonging  to  JPorrest's  train  and  5  of  his  men.  At 
this  point  I  ascertained  that  Forrest  had  crossed  Tennessee  River  on 
the  21st  with  8,(K)0  men  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery.  This  informa- 
tion 1  dispatched  on  tlie  23d  to  Pulaski,  and  proceeded  with  my  com- 
mand with  all  possible  speed  to  Pulaski,  in  order  t«  coiuientrate  my 
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command  -with  General  Starkweather's  and  try  and  saA'^e  the  railroad. 
[When]  I  reached  Pulaski,  which  was  at  0  o'clock  at  night  on  the  24th 
instant,  Athens,  Ala.,  and  the  troops  at  that  place  had  been  surrendered 
to  General  Forrest. 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  General  Starkweather,  I  moved  about 
S  a.  lu.  on  the  25th  instant  for  Elk  Eiver  bridge.    1  .was  ordered  to  as- 
sume command  of  all  the  forces  between  Suli)hur  Brancth  and  Elk  River. 
1  arrived  at  Elk  Eiver  about  8  a.  m.  25th,  and  as  soon  as  horses  of  the 
command  were  fed  I  moved  to  the  su])port  of  Sulphur  Branch,  the  troops 
at  tliJit  place  being  very  hard  pressed.    1  had  8(M>  men,  composed  of  one 
battalion  of  Tenth  Indiana  Cavalry,  Company  I,  Ninth  Indiana  Cav- 
alry, and  the  eifective  force  of  the  Tenth  and  Twelfth  Tennessee  Eegi- 
ments  Cavalry  Volunteers.   I  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Sulphur  Branch 
trestle  at  11  a.  m.  on  the  25th  instant,  and  found  the  enemy  in  strong- 
force.    I  engaged  tliem  immediately  with  my  small  but  gallant  force, 
and  after  fighting  about  twenty  minutes  I  learned  that  the  fort  near 
the  trestle  had  surrendered.    I  therefore  deemed  it  prudent  to  withdraw 
to  Elk  Eiver.    I  camped  at  Elk  Eiver  on  the  night  of  the  25th  instant, 
intending  to  hold  the  bridge  until  re-enforcements  should  arrive,  Avhich 
were  furnished  that  [night].     See  copy  of  telegram  No.  1.*     In  order  to 
do  this  1  withdrew  the  garrison  of  the  stockade  south  of  Elk  Eiver,  and 
l)laced  them  in  stockade  atElkEiver  block-houses,  making  the  garrison 
at  these  two  houses  about  100  strong.    At  3  a.  m.  on  26th  instant,  re-en- 
forcements not  having  arrived,  and  the  enemy  havingdriven  in  my  pickets 
on  my  right,  left,  and  (center)  front,  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  move  my  cav- 
alry out  of  such  a  position  as  soon  as  possible.    Before  morning  I  sent  for 
the  officers  connuanding  the  (colored  troops)  garrison  at  Ellc  Eiver  bridge 
and  moved  them  to  hold  the  block-houses  at  all  hazards,  also  exhibited 
the  dispatches  (see  copies  Nos.  1  and  2*)  in  regard  to  re-enforcements.    I 
told  them  also  I  wotild  be  obliged  to  withdraw  my  cavalry  or  Pori-est 
would  have  me  surrounded  before  daylight.    They  promised  to  liold 
the  block-houses  iintil  they  were  knocked  to  pieces.     Accordingly,  I 
moved  off  gently  in  direction  of  Pulaski  until  daybreak,  when  1  halted 
to  learn  the  location  of  the  country.    To  my  great  surprise  I  found  that 
the  negro  soldiers  and  their  officers  that  I  had  left  to  hold  the  bridge 
had  abandoned  the  stockade  and  liad  been  in  advance  of  my  cavalry 
all  the  morning,  having  evacuated  the  stockades  without  firing  a  shot. 
1  arrested  all  of  my  colored  soldiers  and  sent  them  under  guard  to 
Eichland  Creek  bridge,  that  being  the  nearest  block-house.    At  Eich- 
land  Creek  I  found  that  the  officer  in  charge  block-houses  had  ordered 
the  colored  soldiers  to  pack  their  knapsacks  i^reparatory  to  a  move  to 
I'ulaski.    I  immediately  sent  directions  to  the  captain  in  command  of 
the  block-houses  to  make  a  stubborn  resistance,  and  also  stated  that  I 
w(mld  support  him  and  shoot  every  offi(!er  and  soldier  that  1  found  de- 
serting his  post.    Having  received  information  that  the  enemy  had 
moved  to  Elkton,  I  proceeded  south  on  the  Elkton  pike  for  the  purpose 
of  intercepting  them,  at  the  same  time  sending  Captain  Donahue,  Avith 
iifty  men,  back,  with  instructions  to  go  to  Elk  Eiver  bridge,  if  possible. 
1  had  proceeded  toward  Elkton  about  five  miles  wheu  a  courier  from 
Captain  Donahue  inforuied  me  that  he  had  been  driven  back,  and  that 
the  enemy  was  advancing  in  strong  force  along  the  railroad.    I  then 
moved  back  toward  Pulaski  and  took  a  position  at  the  junction  of  the 
Elkton  pike  and  a  road  running  parallel  to  the  railroad,  where  1  fought 
tliem  until  dark  on  the  evening  of  September  26,  when  I  was  relieved  by 
Cohmel  Jones,  commandi  n  g  a  brigade  of  cavalry.    I  was  allowed  to  camp 

•Not  fouml. 
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at  Pulaski  during  the  night  of  the  2Gth.  September  27, 1  was  ordered 
by  General  Johnson,  chief  of  cavalry,  Military  Division  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, to  report  to  General  Groxton.  I  moved  from  Pulaski  at  daylight 
and  reported  to  General  Groxton,  four  miles  south  on  the  Elkton  pike. 
I  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  right  of  the  line  and  hold  it,  if  possible, 
which  order  1  carried  out  until  ordered  to  fall  back  on  Pulaski.  This 
movement  1  accomplished,  moving  back  by  the  I'ight  of  battalion,  cov- 
ering my  lear  with  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers,  which  inflicted  heavj' 
loss  on  the  enemy.  On  iriy  airiving  at  I^ulaski  I  took  position  on  the 
right  of  General  Croxton's  brigade  on  College  Hill,  where  we  skirmished 
with  the  enemy  until  dark,  repulsing  a  <;harge  of  the  rebel  brigade 
commanded  by  General  Lyon.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th  instant, 
the  enemy  having  retreated  during  the  night,  I  was  ordered  by  Major- 
General  liousseau  to  ascertain  the  direction  the  rebels  had  taken.  Ac- 
cordingly, I  moved  out  on  the  Elkton  pike,  from  thence  across  to  the 
Fayetteville  pike,  then  toward  Fayetteville,  to  Bradshaw  Creek,  and 
having  ascertained  positively  that  Forrest,  with  his  command,  had 
taken  the  Fayetteville  pike,  I  was  ordered  to  return  to  Pulaski,  which 

1  did  on  tlie  morning  of  the  29tb  instant. 

Thus  ended  the  i:)art  taken  by  my  troops  ip  the  Forrest  raid.  My  com- 
mand was  in  the  saddle  eight  days  and  nights,  and  marched  230  miles, 
with  frequent  skmnisiies  with  the  enemy,  with  a  loss  of  1  jmvate  killed, 

2  captains,  3  lieutenants,  8  sergeants,  1  corporal,  and  34  privates 
wounded  and  3  privates  missing;  also  demonstrating  to  tlie  world  that 
there  are  no  braver  or  better  soldiers  than  Tennesseeaus. 

I  cannot  particularize  as  to  gallantry,  as  both  oflicers  and  men  be- 
haved admirably.  1  desire  to  mention  the  battalion  of  Tenth  Indiana 
Cavalry.  No  troops  could  do  better;  they  are  jirompt,  active,  and 
brave.  1  mention  this  to  contradict  the  rumor  that  the  men  straggled 
from  the  field. 

Inclosed  1  forward  the  reports*  of  [Mai. J  G.  F.  Ilerriott,  commanding 
battalion  Tenth  Indiana  Cavalry,  and  Capt.  William  Eobbins,  (jommand- 
ing  Company  I,  Ninth  Indiana  Cavalry. 

I  feel  compelled  to  call  the  attention  of  the  authorities  to  the  disgrace- 
ful surrender  of  all  the  block-houses  between  Elk  Eiver  and  Pulaski. 
Every  one  of  these  houses,  with  one  exception,  surrendered  without  the 
firing  of  one  piece  of  artillery  by  the  enemy.  At  liicthland  Creek  the 
block-house  was  sim-endered  to  the  enemy's  skirmishers.  I  drove  the 
enemy's  skirmish  line  back,  held  the  bridge  over  Itichland  Creek  three 
hours  and  a  half  after  the  negro  trooiis  had  surrc^ndered  the  block -house. 
Very  respectfully,  yoin-  obedient  servant, 

GEOIiGE  SPALDING, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  J.  D.  Hazzaed, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  12. 
Beport  of  Col.  George  W.  Jackson,  Ninth  Indiana  Cavalry. 

Pulaski,  September  S3,  1864—1  p.  m. 
I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  from  Colonel  Lathrop,  commanding 
Sulphur  Branch,  Ala.,  in  Avhich  he  says  Blockhouse  No.  G,  at  low 

*  Not  found. 
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trestle,  was  disgracefully  surrendered  last  eveuiug  by  Second  Lieut. 
John  J.  Plilfer,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  One 
man  escaped,  lleports  he  saw  a  line  half  a  mile  long,  undoubtedly  a 
heavy  force;  they  advanced  along  the  railroad,  destroying  the  track; 
were  then  (6.30  this  n.  ni.)  advancing  on  liiui  (Lathrop)  in  heavy  force; 
so  pickets  reported.  Lathrop's  dispatch  was  indorsed  by  Colonel 
Spalding,  Elk  Eiver  bridge,  8.30  this  a.  lu.,  as  follows:  "J  will  move  to 
iSu]])hur  trestle  innnediately."  Major  Lilly  reports  figliting  for  the 
bridge.  Have  just  received  a  dispatch  from  Captain  liobbins,  Elk 
Eiver,  in  command  there,  at  11  this  a.  m.  He  reports  Forrest  nioving 
his  force  in  the  direction  of  Pulaski  from  Elkt<in.  We  have  but  small 
force  here  to  hold  out  against  a  superior  force,  but  Avill  hold  out  to  the 
last.  Surrender  is  not  in  our  vocabulary.  1  have  sent  my  mounted 
men,  thirty  in  number,  with  scouts,  in  the  direction  of  Elkton,  to  ascer- 
tain the  truth  of  Captain  Eobbius'  report. 

GEO.  W.  JACKSON, 


Maj.  B.  H.  Polk, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Colonel,  Commanding. 


JSTo.  13. 


Report  of  Col.  George  B.  Hoge,  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois  In- 
fantry, commanding  brigade. 

HRADyUAKTEllS    IT.  S.  EOEOES,  ON   TRANSPORTS, 

JohnsonriUe,  Tenn.,  October  14,  1804. 

Major:  In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  150,  extract  V,  head- 
quarters JJistrict  of  West  Tennessee,  September  30,  18(!4,  1  embarked 
with  my  command  (which  consisted  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirteenth 
and  One  hundred  and  twentieth  Illinois  Infantiy,  Sixty-first  U.  S.  Col- 
ored Infantry,  and  Company  G,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery)  on 
transports,  on  the  evening  of  30tli  Se])t,ember.  Eeached  Cairo  Avith 
two  of  transports  about  1  a.  ni.  2d  of  October,  the  transport  Kenton 
being  behind,  and  CTiibarked  at  10  a.  m.  on  the  transpoi-ts  City  of  Pekiu 
and  Aurora.  Took  on  forage  and  (;oal,  according  to  instructions,  and 
left  Cairo  for  Tennessee  Eiver  at  12  p.  m.  2d  of  October.  Arrived  at 
Paducah  at  11  a.  m.  of  the  3(1,  remaining  there  an  hour,  and  left  for 
Johnsonville.  Arrived  at  Johnson ville  at  11  a.  m.  4th  of  October,  took 
on  board  30,000  rations,  and  started  for  Perryville  at  2  p.  m.;  reached 
there  at  S  p.  m..;  anchored  in  the  stream.  General  Washburn,  who  Avas 
on  board,  sent  a  courier  from  there  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  to  com- 
municate with  General  Hatcih ;  started  for  Clifton  at  3.40  p.  m. ;  arrived 
at  Clifton  at  7.15  ]).  m.;  remained  on  board  until  8  a.  m.  next  moniing. 
The  transports  Avere  used  for  crossing  cavalry,  and,  in  accordance 
with  General  Field  Orders,  No.  1,  headquarters  Forces  in  the  Field, 
Clifton,  Tenn.,  October  0,  1864,  I  marched  my  command  at  3  o'clock  on 
the  Eagle  Creek  pike;  AA-entinto  camp  at  Throgmorton's  Mills,  a  dis- 
tance of  nine  miles  from  Clifton,  about  8  p.  m.  Marched  at  G  a.  m.  next 
morning,  the  7th,  AV'itli  Second  Iowa  Cavalry  in  our  rear,  as  rear  guard; 
arrived  at  Creek  48  [Forty-eight-mile  Creek]  at  3  p.  m.;  camped  there 
for  the  night. 

At  10  a.  jn.  of  the  8th  instant  1  icceived  aconunnnication  from  Gen- 
■eral  Washburn  to  countermar<!h  my  commiuid  back  t<>  Cliftori,  embark 
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0)1  trausports  at  once,  and  jnoceed  up  the  river  to  Eastport,  and  move 
liipidly  out  to  the  line  of  railroad  near  luka,  and  break  the  road  and 
destroy  bridges  so  as  to  hold  any  trains  that  might  be  east  of  the  break ; 
after  doing  this  to  liold  Eastport  until  I  heard  from  him,  which  would 
])robably  be  three  days.    At  the  same  time  a  squad  of  thirty  disabled 
cavalry,  commanded  i)y  Lieutenant  McMillin,  Twelfth  Missouri  Cavalry, 
reported  to  me.    1  at  once  moved  my  conmiaud  back  to  Clifton,  and  by 
a  forced  march  reached  there,  a  distance  of  twenty-three  miles,  at  8.30 
p.  m.  sanu>  evening.    I  was  unable  to  get  the  transjiorts  over  till  0  a.  m. 
of  the  !»tli  instant,  on  account  of  the  fog;  got  all  on  board  and  steamed 
up  the  river  at  1  ]).  m.;  laid  up  all  night  at  Coffee  Landing;  got  under 
way  at  7.10  a.  m.  the  10th  instant.     On  nearing  Eastport  the  gun-boat 
Key  West  went  above  the  landing,  and  seemed  to  be  satisfied  that  there 
Avas  no  enemy  near;  at  least,  in  a  few  moments  Captain  King  motioned 
me  to  land  my  troo])S,  which  I  immediately  did,  in  the  order  as  will  be 
shown  by  General  Orders,  Ko.  3,  from  these  headquarters,  October  10, 
18G4,  a  copy  of  which  is  attached,  marked  Exhibit  A.    Lieutenant  Lytle 
and  Lieutenant  Boals,  of  my  staff,  as  soon  as  they  could  land  their 
horses,  started  out  to  reconnoiter,  and  about  500  yards  from  the  landing 
came  up  to  the  pickets  of  the  enemy,  returned  shots  with  the  pickets, 
and  in  ten  minutes  after  the  batteries  opened  on  the  transports  a 
masked  battery  on  the  hill  at  Eastport  (1  think  it  was  a  battery  of  at 
least  six  rifled  guns),  and  shortly  after  a  battery  of  three  rifled  guns  at 
Chickasaw,  opened  on  us.  When  the  first  shot  Avas  fired  from  their  bat- 
teries I  was  just  leaving  the  gun-boat  Key  West,  where  I  had  been  to 
have  a  final  consultation  Avith  Captain  King,  before  marching  for  the 
railroad.    I  immediately  went  on  shore  and  had  a  line  of  battle  formed. 
At  this  time  the  enemy  had  got  a  i)erfect  range  of  the  transports,  e\'ery 
shot  doing  more  or  less  execution.     One  of  the  gun-boats,  the  Undine, 
had  become  x)artially  disabled  and  was  dropping  doAvn  tlie  river,  and 
the  Key  West  following  her.  Captain  King  saying  that  A\'e  must 
get  the  transports  aAvay  at  once,  he  going  with  them.    At  this  time 
1  made  up  my  mind  that  to  be  left  there,  without  any  covering 
from  the  gun-boats,  and  in  the  position  I  Avas  in,  with  a  superior 
force  of  the  enemy  in  my  front  and  a  deep  ri\'er  directly  in  my  rear, 
Avould  be  slieer  folly,  and  I  told  Lieutenant  Lytle,  of  my  staff,  to 
have  the  troops  brought  on  board.    I  then  Avent  on  board  the  trans- 
port City  of  Pekin,  and  took  my  station  on  the  hurricane  deck,  Avhere 
1  could  see  and  (;ontrol  the  movements  of  embarking.    Just  at  this 
time  a  shell  from  the  enemy  struck  a  caisson  of  the  battery  on  board 
the  Kenton,  exploding  it  and  setting  fire  to  the  boat.     Immediately 
after  this  a  caisson  exploded  on  the  Aurora,  setting  fire  to  her,  and  also 
cutting  her  steam-pipe.    A  scene  of  confusion  then  began.    The  boats, 
in  spite  of  all  I  could  do,  backed  cmt,  parting  their  lines,  leaving  about 
two-thiids  of  the  command  on  the  shore.    Fortunately  after  great 
exertion  the  flames  on  board  of  the  Aurora  and  Kenton  Avere  extin- 
guished.   As  soon  as  I  could  have  a  boat  manned  I  sent  Lieutenant 
Boals,  of  my  staff,  who  Avas  with  me,  on  shore,  with  instructions  to  the 
troops  to  keep  along  doAvn  the  river-bank,  keep  in  good  order,  and  they 
ATOuld  all  be  taken  on  board.    1  landed  twice  with  the  boat  1  was  on, 
and  feel  confident  that  I  got  all  on  board  that  were  not  badly  wounded 
or  Avere  not  already  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.    After  this  I  started 
down  the  river  and  laid  up  all  night  at  Coffee  Landing;  left  there  for 
Clifton  at  7.40  a,,  m.  next  morning,  the  11th.    After  consulting  with 
Captain  King,  Avhose  boats  Avere  almost  out  of  fuel,  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion to  return  to  Johnsonville,  arriving  here  at  8.10  p.  m.  same  dayi 


Chap.  LI.]         FORREST  S  RAID  INTO  ALABAMA  AND  TENNESSEE. 


541 


I  am  very  sorry  to  have  to  report  the  loss  of  the  four  guus  of  the  bat- 
tery; had  the  boats  not  takeu.fire  aud  been  disabled  I  never  should 
have  abandoned  them.  None  of  the  caissons,  and  but  very  few  of  the 
horses,  had  been  taken  ashore. 

I  cannot  close  without  mentioning  Lieutenant-Colonel  Foley,  Sixty- 
first  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  who  was  in  command  (Colonel  Kendrick 
being  quite  sick) ;  his  conduct  Avas  that  of  a.  true  and  brave  officer ;  no 
one  could  have  done  better  under  the  circumstances;  also  Captain 
Woodruff  and  Lieutenant  Lytic,  of  my  staff,  who  were  always  where 
they  were  most  needed,  and  were  instrumental  in  saving  a  number  of 
men. 

Lieutenant  Finney,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  ever  since  the  ex- 
pedition started,  has  rendered  the  most  efflcicTit  service  in  his  depart- 
ment; also  Lieutenant  Boals,  ordnance  officer,  has  not  only  done  the 
duty  devolving  on  his  oftice,  but  has  been  very  efficient  otherwise. 

Attached  please  find,  marked  Exhibit  B,  a  list  of  casualties  of  the 
command. 

All  of  which  is  very  lespectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  HCGE, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Exhibit  A. 


)  HiXiRs.  U.  S.  Forces,  on  Transports, 
]  October  10,  1S(>4. 


General  Field  Orders, 
No.  3. 

I.  As  soon  a.s  the  boats  land  at  Eastport  the  troojis  will  at  onc«i  dis- 
embark, taking  with  them  two  days'  cooked  rations  in  haversacks  aud 
sixty  rounds  of  ammunition ;  no  transportation  will  be  landc.'d. 

li.  The  line  of  march  will  be  as  follows:  First,  One  hundred  and 
thirteenth  Illinois  Infantry;  second.  Company  G,  Second  Missouri 
Light  Artillery;  thinl,  Sixty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry;  fourth, 
One  hundred  and  twentieth  Illinois  Infantry.  No  straggling  will  be 
allowed  under  any  circumstances.  Ambulances  will  be  taken  perfectly 
light. 

By  order  of  Col.  George  IJ.  Hoge,  commanding: 

|JOHN  Vt.  WOODRUFF,] 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Exhibit  B. 
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No.  1^. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Nathan  B.  Forrest^  C.  S.  Army. 

Hbadquartees  Forrest's  Oavalry, 

Corinth,  October  17,  1864. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action 
of  iny  command  during  the  recent  operations  in  Northern  Alabama  and 
Middle  Tennessee : 

Pursuant  to  orders  from  Lieut.  Gen.  K.  Taylor  I  moved  with  my  com- 
mand from  Yerona,  Miss.,  on  the  16th  of  September  and  arrived  at  Cher- 
okee on  the  18th.  Cherokee  is  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  Memphis 
and  Charleston  Railroad,  and  at  this  place  I  had  concentrated  every- 
thing necessary  for  the  complete  outfit  of  my  command  preparatory  to 
the  contemplated  move.  My  men  being  provided  with  ten  days'  rations, 
and  everything  in  readiness,  the  command  left  Cherokee  at  daylight  on 
the  morning  of  the  21st.  The  artillery,  ordnance  and  wagon  trains 
were  placed  under  the  charge  of  Maj.  C.  W.  Anderson,  of  my  staff, 
Avith  instructions  to  be  ferried  across  the  Tennessee  Eiver  at  Newport, 
where  boats  had  already  been  sent  for  that  purpose.  With  my  troops 
I  moved  down  the  river  to  Boss'  Ford,  or  Colbert's  Shoals,  and  forded 
with  but  little  difficulty.  The  artillery  and  Avagon  trains  Avere  safely 
and  rapidly  ferried  over  and  joined  the  main  body  of  the  command 
five  miles  Avest  of  Florence.  The  command  encamped  at  Florence, 
having  crossed  the  river  and  traveled  about  twenty-five  miles  during 
the  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  I  moved  in  the  direction  of  Athens,  Ala. 
At  Shoal  Greek,  six  miles  east  of  Florence,  I  was  joined  by  General 
Eoddey's  troops,  under  the  command  of  Col.  William  A.  Johnson,  who 
ha<l  been  previously  ordered  to  cross  the  river  at  Bainbi'idge  and  to 
join  Jiie  at  this  place.  My  entire  force  noAv  consisted  of  General  Bu- 
ford's  division,  composed  of  Colonel  Bell's  and  (ieneral  Lyon's  brigades, 
and  Colonel  Kelley's  brigade  Avith  General  Itoddey's  troops,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Johnson,  Avho  reported  directly  to  me.  These  com- 
maiuls  constituted  an  available  force  of  4,500  men.  About  400  of  these 
Avere  dismounted,  Avhich  I  moved  Avith  my  conmiaud  on  foot,  Avith  the 
expectation  of  being  able  to  mount  them  on  horses  captured  from  the 
enemy.  After  moving  on  to  Mason vi  He  I  halted  and  ordered  up  the 
Avagon  train  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  Cf>lonel  Johnson's  troo])s 
Avith  ammunition  and  rations.  About  10  o'clock  at  night  I  ordered  the 
Twentieth  liegiraent  Tennessee  Cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Jesse  A.  Forrest,  and  the  Fourteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  White,  of  Kelley's  brigade,  to  move 
during  the  night  to  McDonald's  Station,  between  Decatur  and  Athens, 
and  there  capture  a  Government  corral  said  to  be  located  near  that 
place,  and  also  to  destroy  the  railroad  and  telegraph  Hue. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  the  march  toward  Athens  Avas  resumed, 
which  place  Avas  reacshedlate  in  theevening.  Theenemy's  jrickets Avere 
developed  about  one  mile  from  town  and  rapidly  driven  into  the  fort, 
Avhen  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  Avith  two  pieces  of  artillery.  The 
whistle  of  the  locomotive  Avas  heard  at  the  station,  and  I  ordered  the 
Second  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Colonel  Barteau  and  Ma-jor  Ander- 
son, of  my  staff,  to  take  my  escort  and  move  rapidly  to  the  north  side 
of  toAvn  and  cut  the  railroad  and  telegraph  Avires.  This  order  Avas 
promptly  executed,  after  Avliich  the  same  troops  captured  about  100 
horses  and  some  other  property,  then  moved  to  the  station,  and  returned 
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and  encamped  upon  the  railroad  during  the  night.  At  the  same  time 
1  ordered  Colonel  Bell  to  move  with  his  brigade  on  the  right  and  occupy 
the  eastern  part  of  town.  After  some  severe  skirmishing  Colonel  Bell 
succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  into  town,  and  rested  during  the  night 
in  the  position  to  which  he  had  been  ordered.  Colonel  Kelley  was 
ordered  at  a  still  later  hour  in  the  night  to  move  round  and  occupy  the 
southeast  part  of  town,  his  left  resting  near  the  railroad,  his  right  ex- 
tending toward  Colonel  Bell's  left.  General  Buford,  with  General  Lyon's 
brigade,  was  ordered  to  remain  on  the  west,  his  left  on  the  Florence  and 
Atliens  road,  and  his  right  on  the  Athens  and  Brown's  Ferry  road. 
Col.  Jesse  A.  Forrest  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  White,  who  were  return- 
ing up  the  road  from  the  duty  assigned  them  the  previous  night,  halted 
and  occupied  the  ground  between  the  Brown's  Ferry  road  and  the  rail- 
road. The  town,  fort,  and  block- houses  were  thus  invested  on  the  night 
of  the  23d.  The  next  morning  Colonel  Johnson,  who  had  not  pre- 
viously been  placed  in  position,  was  ordered  to  occupy  the  street  lead- 
ing from  the  court-house  toward  Florence. 

During  the  night  of  the  23d  and  the  morning  of  the  24th  my  artillery 
had  been  ordered  in  position  bearing  upon  the  fort.  Hudson's  battery, 
commanded  by  Lieut.  E.  S.  Walton,  was  placed  northeast  of  the  fort; 
one  section  of  Morton's  battery,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Joe  M.  Mayson, 
on  the  west;  the  other  section  of  Morton's  battery,  commanded  by 
Lieut.  J.  W.  Brown,  on  the  north,  all  under  the  command  of  Capt.  John 
W.  Morton.  About  7  o'clock,  everything  being  in  readiness,  a  general 
advance  was  ordered  upon  the  fort  and  the  artillery  to  open  lire  upon 
it.  Colonel  Bell's  brigade,  on  the  east,  soon  advanced  across  the  rail- 
road in  full  view  of  the  fort.  General  Buford,  with  General  Lyon's 
brigade,  Avas  moving  forward  on  the  west.  Colonel  Kelley  was  ordered 
to  remain  in  his  position,  to  throw  out  flankers,  and  to  hold  in  check 
the  re-enforcements  reported  to  be  advancing  from  the  direction  of 
Decatur.  While  my  troops  were  steadily  advancing  ui)on  the  fort,  and 
the  artillery  was  pouring  into  it  a  concentrated  fire,  I  ordered  a  halt 
and  the  artillery  to  cease  tiring.  Knowing  it  would  cost  heavily  to 
storm  and  capture  the  enemy's  works,  and  wishing  to  prevent  the 
effusion  of  blood  that  I  knew  Avould  follow  a  successful  assault,  I  de- 
termined to  see  if  anything  could  be  accomplished  by  negotiations. 
Accordingly,  I  sent  Major  Strange,  of  my  staff,  with  a  flag  of  truce, 
demanding  the  surrender  of  the  fort  and  garrison.  After  much  appa- 
rent hesitancy,  Colonel  Campbell  refused  to  make  the  surrender.  I 
returned  to  my  command  determined  to  renew  the  assault;  but  still 
desiring  to  spare  my  men  and  the  massacre  of  the  garrison,  I  sent  an- 
other flag  requesting  an  interview  with  Colonel  Campbell  at  any  i)lace 
he  might  designate  outside  of  the  fort.  The  interview  was  granted.  I 
assured  Colonel  Campbell  that  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  I  should  do 
everything  in  my  jjower  to  prevent  a  collision,  and  for  that  purpose  I 
invited  Mm  to  examine  my  troops  for  himself  and  judge  of  my  ability 
to  take  his  works.  He  accompanied  me  along  my  lines,  and  after  wit- 
nessing the  strength  and  enthusiasm  of  my  troops  he  surrendered  the 
fort  with  its  entire  garrison.  Mean  time  heavy  firing  was  heard  down 
the  road  in  the  direction  of  Decatur.  Dispatches  informed  me  that  re- 
enforcements  were  endeavoring  to  cut  their  way  to  the  beleaguered 
fort.  Colonel  Kelley  endeavored  to  intercept  them  with  his  brigade. 
The  enemy  took  position  behind  a  pile  of  cord  wood  where  the  railroad 
runs  through  a  cut.  The  Fifteenth  Tennessee,  Col.  Thomas  H.  Log- 
wood commanding,  with  two  companies  of  Forrest's  regiment,  charged 
them  behind  their  breast-works,  putting  them  to  flight,  killing  several 
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and  capturing  8  prisoners.  The  re-enforcements  then  renewed  their 
efforts  to  gain  the  fort  and  fought  with  great  gallantry  and  despera- 
tion. They  pressed  on,  but  found  the  Twenty -first  Tennessee,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Forrest,  between  them  and  the  fort. 
This  gallant  regiment  opened  fire  upon  the  advancing  enemy,  and  it 
was  during  this  engagement  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Forrest  fell 
severely  wounded.  1  ordered  Colonel  Nixon  and  Colonel  Carter,  with 
their  respective  commands  (numbering  about  150  men  each),  reporting 
to  me,  to  move  rapidly  to  the  relief  of  Colonel  Wilson.  They  did  so, 
and  after  a  short  engagement  the  re-enforcements  surrender«?d  and 
marched  up  just  in  time  to  see  the  garrison  march  out  of  the  fort  and 
stack  their  arms.  One  block-house  surrendered  without  the  least  hesi- 
tancy. The  other  defiantly  refused.  The  artillery  opened  upon  it. 
The  second  shot  penetrated  the  walls,  killing  2  negroes  and  wounding 
another,  which  caused  the  officer  commanding  to  surrender.  Every- 
thing of  value  being  removed,  the  block-houses  were  burned  and  such 
parts  of  the  fort  as  could  be  consumed  by  fire.  Two  locomotives  and  2 
trains  of  cars  were  also  burned.  The  enemy  during  the  night  destroyed 
many  valuable  stores  of  every  description.  Two  pieces  of  artillery,  a 
large  amount  of  small-arms,  38  wagons,  2  ambidances,  300  horses,  and 
a  considerable  amount  of  ordnance,  quartermaster's,  and  commissary 
stores  were  cai)tured.  The  prisoners  and  captured  property  were 
immediately  started  for  Cherokee,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Nixon. 

In  a  few  hours  after  the  surrender  of  Athens  I  moved  witli  my  com- 
mand toward  Pulaski.  Four  miles  north  of  Athens  another  block-house, 
with  a  garrison  of  30  men,  was  surrounded  and  captured.  The  trestle, 
railroad,  and  block-house  at  this  point  were  all  in  blazing  ruins  twenty 
minutes  after  we  reached  them.  I  moved  on  and  encamped  eight  miles 
from  Athens  at  night. 

The  Sulphur  Springs  trestle  was  only  two  miles  off,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  2oth  I  moved  upon  that  place,  said  to  be  the  strongest  on  the 
road.  The  enemy's  pickets  were  driven  in  with  but  little  difficulty  and 
the  place  soon  invested.  His  defenses  consisted  of  two  blockhouses 
and  a  large  fort  situated  upon  an  eminence,  but  fortunately  for  us  sur- 
rounded by  hills  still  more  elevated.  I  ordered  the  artillery  to  be  placed 
at  once  in  position.  One  section  of  Hudson's  battery,  <;()minanded  by 
Lieut.  E.  S.  Walton,  was  placed  on  the  southwest ;  one  section,  FerrcU's, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Ozburn,  on  the  southwest;  one  section  of 
Morton's  on  the  east,  commanded  by  Lieut.  J.  W.  Brown,  the  other  sec- 
tion on  the  north,  commanded  by  Lieut.  J.  M.  Mayson,  all  under  the 
direction  of  Captain  Morton.  The  necessary  disposition  of  troops  being 
made,  a  general  advance  was  ordered  toward  the  fort.  General  Buford's 
division  moved  with  alacrity  and  great  promptitude.  Colonel  Kelley 
dashed  across  the  field,  followed  by  his  brigade,  a.nd  after  reaching  his 
desired  position  the  enemy  dared  not  raise  his  hea<l  above  his  own  worlds. 
Colonel  Johnson  and  his  brave  troops  on  this  occasion  acted  with  con- 
spicuous gallantry  in  marchhig  up  and  assaulting  the  enemy's  works. 
Mean  time  the  eight  pieces  of  artillery  from  four  different  points  poured 
a  concentrated  storm  of  shell  into  the  fort.  After  two  hours'  bombard- 
ment the  enemy's  guns  were  silenced  and  he  exhibited  no  show  of  re- 
sistance. I  deemed  this  an  appropriate  occasion  to  demand  a  surrender, 
and  sent  a  flag  of  truce  for  that  purpose.  After  a  short  parley  with 
Col.  J.  B.  Minnis,  the  commanding  officer,  who  had  expressed  a  <lesire 
for  an  interview,  the  fort  surrendered.  The  enemy  suflered  severely  in 
this  assault.    The  colonel  commanding  wits  killed  early  in  tlic  fight, 
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Almost  every  house  Avas  perforated  with  shell,  and  the  dead  lay  thick 
along  the  works  of  the  fort.  The  fruits  of  this  victory  (joiisist,  besides 
the  prisoners,  of  700  stand  of  small-arms,  2  pieces  artillery,  3  ambu- 
lances, 16  wagons,  300  cavalry  horses  and  equipments,  medical,  quar- 
termaster's, and  commissary  stores.  The  trestle-work  at  this  fort  Avas 
72  feet  high  and  300  feet  long,  and  defended  by  two  large  block-houses, 
all  of  which  were  consumed  by  fire,  and  tlie  prisoners  turned  over  to 
Colonel  Logwood,  who  staited  Avith  them  to  the  Tennessee  liiver. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2Gth  the  marcjh  toward  Pulaski  was  lene^^ed. 
With  the  horses  captured  at  Athens  and  Sulphur  S])rings  trestle  I  Mas 
now  enabled  to  mount  the  troops  that  had  been  marching  with  my  com- 
mand on  foot  and  to  supply  others  Avhose  horses  had  given  out.  I 
ordered  General  Buford  to  move  along  the  dirt  road  ])arallel  Avith  the 
railroad.  With  the  balance  of  my  command  I  moved  to  Elkton.  Gen- 
eral Buford  found  the  block-house  at  Elk  Ei\-cr  evacuated,  which  he 
destroyed,  with  the  extensive  bridge  across  the  river  and  all  the  trestle- 
work  on  the  opposite  side.  From  Elkton  I  directed  my  course  tOAvard 
a  Government  corral  at  BroAvn's  plantation,  toward  Pulaski.  At  this 
place  I  found  about  2,000  negroes,  consisting  mostly  of  old  men,  women, 
and  children,  besides  a  large  amount  of  commissary  stores  and  medical 
supiilies.  General .  Buford  liaving  completed  his  Avorlc  at  Ellv  Kiver 
joined  me  at  this  place,  where  I  issued  to  my  entire  command  several 
days'  rations,  distributing  among  the  tro()i)s  as  much  sugar  and  colfee 
as  they  needed.  Tlu^.  negroes  Avere  all  lagged  and  dirty,  and  many 
seemed  in  absolute  Avaut.  I  ordered  them  to  remoA'e  their  clothing  and 
bed  clothes  from  tlni  miserable  hovels  in  Avhich  they  lived  and  tlien 
burnt  up  this  den  of  Avretchcdness.    Near  200  houses  Avere  consumed. 

From  this  corral  1  proceeded  with  my  command  to  Itichland  (Jreelc, 
six  miles  south  of  Pulaski,  over  which  there  Avas  a.  long  bridge  defended 
by  a  block-house.  The  enemy  returned  to  his  Avorks,  from  which  he 
made  a  furious  assault  upon  my  troops,  Aviio  Avere  steadily  advancing. 
With  a  part  of  my  staff  1  crossed  the  creek  and  gained  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  from  Avhich  point  I  sent  a  flag  of  truce,  making  the  usual  de- 
mand for  surrender,  Avhich  demand  Avas  i)romptly  complietl  Avith,  and 
fifty  more  prisoners  yielded  up  their  aims. 

From  Kichland  Creek  I  moved  a  part  of  my  conimand  across  to  the 
Pulaski  and  Elkton  pike  road,  and  encamped  during  the  night  ten  miles 
from  the  former  i^lace. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  I  ordered  Geneial  Bufoid's  division  up 
the  pike  road  toAvard  Pulaski;  Colonel  Keiley's  brigade  and  Johnson's 
command  Avere  ordered  to  advance  on  the  roiul  I  liad  left  the  previous 
evening,  running  nearly  ])arallel  Avith  the  railroad.  Six  miles  from 
Pulaski  the  enemy  attacked  my  advance  force  and  compelled  them  to 
fall  back.  General  Buibvd  hurried  forward  his  division.  1  sent  my 
esi-ort  to  the  extreme  right,  Avhere  they  found  the  enemy  strongly 
posted,  and  where  seven  of  my  escort  Avere  severely  wounded  in  the 
engagement  that  occurred.  The  resistance  of  the  enemy  was  most 
obstinate.  He  contested  every  inch  of  ground  and  grcAV  more  stubborn 
the  nearer  we  approached  town,  but  my  troops  drove  them  steadily 
back.  Three  miles  from  Pulaski  he  made  a  stand  Avitli  seeming  deter- 
mination to  yield  no  more  ground.  Colonel  Kelley  now  occupied  the 
extreme  left,  Colonel  Johnson  the  center,  and  General  Buford's  division 
on  the  right.  The  engagement  Avas  becoming  a  general  one.  The 
enemy  thrcAV  his  right  around  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  enhlading 
fire  upon  my  troops  who  had  pushed  far  into  his  center.  About  this 
35  B  B— vox,  XXXIX,  tx  I 
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time  my  troops  on  the  left  advanced,  and  the  artillery  in  that  direction 
unexpectedly  opened  a  destructive  lire,  which  caused  the  enemy  to  make 
a  hasty  retreat.  He  was  closely  followed  up  and  driven  into  town  and 
into  his  fortifications.  My  command  reached  Pulaski  about  1  o'clock, 
after  seven  hours'  constant  fighting.  Witlimy  escort  I  moved  to  the  ex- 
treme right  and  succeeded  in  reaching  the  northern  part  of  town.  After 
making  a  careful  reconnaissance  I  was  fully  satisfied  that  the  enemy  was 
strongly  posted  with  a  large  force.  I  therefore  determined  to  make  no 
further  assault,  and  returned  to  the  left  and  ordered  the  entire  command 
to  be  Avithdrawn.  It  was  now  nearly  night,  and  I  ordered  camp-fires  to 
be  built  along  my  entire  lines  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  the  enemy. 
Pickets  were  thrown  out  in  front  of  the  fires  to  prevent  him  from  dis- 
covering my  real  movements. 

On  leaving  Pulaski  I  ordered  Colonel  Wheeler  to  proceed  north  of 
the  town  and  to  destroy  the  railroad  and  the  telegraph  line  between 
Pulaski  and  Columbia.  This  duty  was  faithfully  performed  by  Colonel 
Wheeler,  who  in  addition  burned  a  large  wood-yard  on  the  road.  Tlie 
night  was  exceedingly  dark  and  the  roads  1  was  forced  to  travel  almost 
impassable,  and  after  marching  eight  miles  from  Pulaski  1  was  forced 
to  halt  for  the  night. 

On  the  28th  I  reached  Payetteville.  During  the  day  I  ordered  Captain 
Boone,  of  my  escort,  to  proceed  with  twenty  men  as  rapidly  as  possible 
to  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Kailroad  and  cut  the  same,,  with  tele- 
graph wires,  at  some  i)oint  north  of  TuUahoma.  At  the  same  time  I 
ordered  Captain  Kelleher,  with  thirty  men  of  the  Twelfth  Kentucky,  to 
move  forward  and  strike  the  road  and  Avires  Ht  some  point  south  of 
TuUahoma.  Both  of  these  officers  faithfully  performed  tlie  Avork  as- 
signed them. 

I  encamped  five  miles  from  Payetteville  on  the  night  of  the  28th. 
The  next  morning  I  moved  toward  TuUahoma.  About  noon  I  halted 
my  command  near  Mulberry.  At  this  place  I  learned  from  my  scouts, 
and  from  the  concurrent  testimony  of  reliable  citizens,  that  the  enemy 
was  in  strong  force  at  TuUahoma,  and  at  all  other  vulnerable  points  on 
the  railroad  in  that  direction.  Ee-enforcements  from  Atlanta,  Chatta- 
nooga, and  other  points  were  being  hurried  forward.  Tlierc  were  not 
less  than  15,000  troops  sent  forward  to  intercept  my  movements.  The 
severe  engagemcTits  with  the  enemy  at  Athens,  Sulphur  Springs  trestle, 
and  Pulaski  had  exhausted  nearly  all  my  artillery  amniunitiou.  I.  had 
not  over  300  rotmds  to, the  gun ;  besides,  my  fi)rces  had  been  greatly  de- 
pleted by  the  large  number  necessarily  sent  back  to  guard  prisoners  and 
the  captured  property.  Under  these  circumstances  I  deemed  it  hazard- 
ous and  unwise  to  move  upon  the  enemy,  who  Avas  prepared  to  meet 
me  AV'ith  overwhelming  numbers.  Consequently  I  commenced  disposing 
of  my  troops  with  a  view  of  operating  where  there  was  a  prospect  of 
accomplishing  some  good.  General  Buford,  vnth  a  portion  of  his  divis- 
ion and  parts  of  Kelley's  and  Johnson's  trooi)S,  constituting  a  force  of 
abont  1,500  men,  was  ordered  to  proceed  in  thii  direction  of  Huntsvllle, 
to  burn  the  bridge  over  Plint  Eiver  at  Brownsboroiigli,  to  capture 
Huntsville  if  possible,  and  then  destroy  the  Memphis  and  Cliarleston 
Railroad  from  HuntsA'ille  to  Decatur.  With  the  balance  of  my  troops, 
consisting  of  parts  of  General  Lyon's  and  Colonel  Bell's  brigades,  the 
Seventh  Tennessee,  and  Forrest's  old  regiment,  1  changed  my  course 
from  toward  TuUahoma  to  the  Tennessee  and  Alabama  Kailroad!  LeaA'- 
ing  Shelbyville  to  the  right  I  marched  on  an  obscure,  circuitous  road 
to  Lewisburg,  which  place  I  reached  at  12  o'clock  on  the  30th.  At 
night  I  camped  on  the  north  side  of  Duck  Eiver. 
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On  tlielst  of  October  I  moved  upon  Spring  Hill,  (iapturingat  that  ])laee 
and  in  the  neigliborliood  several  Grovernment  horses  and  wagons,  besides 
the  stage  running  from  (Jolumbia  to  Nashville.  After  proceeding  four 
miles  along  the  pike  road  toward  Columbia  1  turned  abruptly  to  the 
right,  ordering  Colonel  Bell  to  send  one  regiment  on  the  pike  road  to 
dcvelo])  the  enemy  and  to  wateh  his  movements.  After  leaving  tlui  ])ike 
road  running  from  B]iriiig  Hill  to  Columbia  1  movi;d  my  command 
upon  the  railroad  twelve  miles  from  Columbia.  Here  1  found  four 
block-houses,  four  bridges,  an  unusual  amount  of  wood,  an  e.^itensive 
Government  saw-mill,  several  wagons,  and  about  twenty  head  of  cattle. 
The  enemy  made  a  feeble  resistance  and  retreated  to  his  fortifications. 
The  usual  demand  to  surrender  was  made,  and  aft(U'  nnich  hesitancy 
the  demand  was  reluctantly  complied  with.  One  liundred  and  twenty 
prisoners  surrendered.  Immense  injury  ^^as  inflicted  upon  the  cuemy 
at  this  point.  Foui'  block-houses,  three  railroad  bridges,  wood-yard, 
and  saAV-iaill  were  all  consumed  by  lire.  One  blockhouse  refused  to 
surrender.  I  had  not  a-  single  piece  of  artillery  A\ith  me  and  could  not 
force  a  surrender ;  but  at  night  Colonel  Bell  called  for  vol  unteers  to  burn 
the  bridge  commanded  by  the  block-house.  Ten  gallant  ]nen  were 
marched  forAvard,  and  in  the  face  of  the  iimrderous  lire  applied  tlie 
torch,  which  burned  the  bridge  enough  to  make  it  useless,  and  to  malce 
the  consti-uctiou  of  a  new  one  indis]>cnsable.  Tlie  uight  was  dark,  but 
my  command  marched  until  10  o'clock  by  the  light  of  the  burning 
ruins,  wliicjh  illuminated  the  country  for  miles. 

On  the  morning  of  the  lid  I  proceeded  toward  Columbia,  eight  miles 
distant  from  wheie  I  encamped  the  i)revious  uight.  Six  miles  from 
towu  I  ordered  Colonel  VMieeler  to  advance  and  drive  in  the  enemy's 
pickets.  I  followed  close  upon  his  rear  with  my  whole  command. 
Colonel  Bell's  brigade  Avas  ludered  to  move  upon  the  northern  part  of 
toAvn,  General  Lyon  Avas  ordered  to  throAv  liis  brigade  on  the  Avest,  but 
south  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  i>ike.  The  reasons  that  prevented  my 
storming  and  capturing  Pulaski  now  existed  Avith  redoubled  force,  for 
I  had  not  a  single  piece  of  artillery,  and  only  half  of  the  trooi)s  I  had 
Avith  me  at  Pulaski.-  Not  intending  to  make  a  formidable  assault  I  did 
not  press  the  enemy.  My  object  in  making  this  demonstration  Avas  to 
take  observations  for  future  operations.  Satistyuig  myself  of  the 
stretigth  and  ])ositiou  of  the  forts  and  fortificatious,  I  returned  toAvard 
Mount  Pleasant,  at  which  ])lace  1  camped  during  tlie  night. 

On  the  3d  1  camped  eleven  miles  from  LaAvrenceburg.  (^u  the  4th 
I  halted  eighteen  miles  Irom  Florence.  On  the  jjUi  I  reached  Florence. 
Here  I  found  the  riA'er,  which  my  troops  forded  two  AA-eeks  ])revious, 
SAA'olleu  by  recent  rahis.  The  enemy  Avas  rei)orted  advan(;ing  on  the 
Athens  road.  I  ordered  Colonel  Windes,  of  General  Eoddey's  com- 
mand, to  Shoal  Creek  Avith  his  regiment,  and  to  hold  liim  iu  check  Avhile 
my  troops  Avere  crossing.  The  boats  at  15ainbridge  Avere  ordered 
down  to  the  mouth  of  Cypress,  at  Avhich  iilace  many  of  my  troot>s 
Avere  ferried  over;  but  the  next  morning,  the  ejuMny  making  his  ap- 
pearance iu  Florence,  tlie  boats  were  dropped  still  lower  doAvn  the  river. 
The  winds  had  made  the  river  so  rough  that  it  Avas  hazardous  to  ferry 
it,  butthe  boats  made  regular  trips  day  and  uight.  But  the  enemy  were 
pressing  upon  my  rear,  which  Avas  greatly  endangered.  At  this  critical 
juncture  I  ordered  all  troops  ou  the  north  side  of  the  river,  Avith  the  ex- 
ception of  one  regiment,  to  mount  their  horses  and  swim  them  across  a 
slough  about  seventy  yards  AAade  to  a  large  island,  Avhich  Avould  afford 
them  ample  protection  and  from  which  they  could  ferry  over  at  leisvu^e. 
Colonel  Wilson  Avas  ordered  to  remain  Avith  his  regiment  aud  to  sliir^ 
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mish  with  the  enemy,  and  thereby  divert  his  attention  nntil  the  other 
troops  had  reached  the  island.  This  strategy  Avas  snccessftil.  Every 
man  reached  the  island  in  safety.  Colonel  Wilson  is  entitled  to  the 
commendation  of  his  Government  and  the  lasting  gratitude  for  the  faith- 
ful [manner]  in  which  ho  performed  this  important  and  hazardous  trust. 
Surrounded  by  15,000  of  the  enemy  for  three  days,  he  hung  upon  his 
flanks,  assaulted  him  on  every  favorable  occasion,  and  would  retire  to 
the  hills  when  pushed.  He  subsisted  upon  supplies  captured  from  the 
enemy.  He  made  no  effort  to  escape  from  his  perilous  situation,  but 
faithfully  remained  in  the  discharge  of  his  di^ty  until  every  Confederate 
soldier  Avas  across  the  river  and  the  enemy  commenced  his  retreat,  when, 
unmolested,  he  ferried  over  his  regiment  and  joined  his  command.  Col- 
onel Wilson  had  only  2  men  killed  and  4  missing,  Avhile  he  killed  and 
wounded  about  75  of  the  enemy. 

1  reached  Cherokee  on  the  Gth  of  October,  Avhich  place  I  left  on  the 
21st  of  September.  Apprehending  that  the  enemy  Avould  make  an  effort 
to  throw  troops  across  the  river,  I  ordered,  on  the  0th,  Colonel  Kelley,  Avith 
his  brigade  and  one  section  of  Hudson's  battery,  (;ommandcd  by  Lieu- 
tenant Walton,  to  proceed  to  Eastport  and  prevent  any  advance  in  tliat 
direction.  On  the  10th  the  enemy  moved  up  the  river  Avith  tAA'O  gun -boats 
and  three  transports.  Colonel  Kelley  masked  his  forces  until  the  enemy 
debarked  a  brigade  of  infantry  and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  Avhen  he 
opened  tire  upon  them  -with,  his  artillery.  Taao  balls  penetrated  one  gun- 
boat and  a  shell  burst  in  one  of  the  transports,  causing  it  to  be  enveloped 
in  steam  and  flame.  The  first  fire  from  the  artillery  caused  the  boats  to 
push  off"  from  shore.  Many  in  attempting  to  reach  the  boat  were  droAvned, 
12  Avere  killed  on  the  bank,  and  a  large  number  killed  and  Avounded  on  the 
boat;  about  30  prisoners  captured,  with  3  James  rifled  gnus,  60  small- 
arms,  20  horses,  4  boat  cables,  witli  some  artillery  harness.  It  Avas  evi- 
dent that  a  preconcerted  plan  had  been  arranged  to  capture  my  command. 
At  least  15,000  men  had  been  throAA'n  forward  for  this  jmrpose.  Troops 
from  half  a  dozen  different  commands  were  at  Florence,  at  which  place 
the  enemy  expected  to  intercept  my  crossing.  The  cavalry,  under  the 
command  of  General  Hatch,  and  infantry  were  sent  from  Memphis  up  the 
Tennessee  to  aid  in  my  capture.  They  arc  still  on  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  river  but  prevented  from  crossing  by  my  troops,  Avho  are.Avatching 
their  movements. 

The  oflScial  report  of  my  provost-marshal  shows  that  during  the  ex- 
pedition I  captured  86  commissioned  officers,  67  Government  employes, 
1,274  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  933  negroes,  besides  kill- 
ing and  wounding  in  the  various  engagements  about  1,000  more,  making 
an  aggregate  of  3,300,  being  an  average  of  one  to  each  man  I  had  in  thts 
engagements.  In  addition  to  these  I  captured  .about  800  horses,  7  ])icces 
of  artillery,  2,000  stand  small-arms,  several  hundred  saddles,  50  Avagf)ns 
and  ambulances,  Avith  a  large  amount  of  medical,  commissary,  and  (puir- 
t;ermaster's  stores,  all  of  which  has  been  distributed  to  tiie  difl'erent 
commands.  The  greatest  damage,  liowevcr,  done  to  the  enemy  Avas  in 
the  complete  destruction  of  the  railroad  from  Decatur  to  Spring  Hill, 
Avith  the  exception  of  the  Duck  River  bridge.  It  will  require  months 
to  repair  the  injury  done  to  the  road,  and  may  possibly  be  the  means  of 
forcing  the  evacuation  of  Pulaski  and  Columbia,  and  thus  relieve  the 
I)eople  from  further  oppression. 

During  the  trip  my  troo]>s  supplied  themselves  Avith  boots,  shoes,  hats, 
blankets,  overcoats,  oil-coths,  and  almost  everything  necessary  for  their 
comfort.    The  accompanying  report*  from  Dr.  J.  15.  CoAvan,  my  chief 

*  Not  found. 
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•  surgeon,  sliows  that  in  all  the  engagement.s  my  loss  was  47  killed,  293 
wounded,  making  a  total  of  340  killed  aJid  wounded. 

My  troops  during  the,  expedition  acted  with  their  accustomed  gal- 
lantry, lu  camp,  oil  the  march,  in  the  battle  they  exhibited  all  the 
traits  of  the  gallant  soldier.  I  take  i)leasure  in  commending  the  stead- 
iness, self-denial,  and  patriotism  with  which  they  bore  the  haidships 
and  privations  incident  to  such  a  (-ampaign.  General  Buford's  division 
fully  sustained  that  re]iutation  it  has  so  nobly  won.  General  Lyon  and 
Colonel  Bell  added  new  laurels  to  the  chaplet  which  their  valor  and 
patriotism  has  already  won.  Colonel  Johnson,  commanding  General 
Itoddey's  troops,  displayed  every  soldierly  virtue.  He  was  prompt  in 
obeying  orders.  I  regret  to  announce  that  while  gallantly  leading  his 
troops  he  Avas  severely  wounded.  I  take  pleasure  also  in  calling  the 
notice  of  the  Government  to  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Kelley,  command- 
ing Colonel  liucker's  brigade.  He  displayed  all  the  dash,  energy,  and 
gallantry  which  has  so  long  made  him  an  efficient  officer,  and  justly 
merits  promotion  by  his  Government.  The  conduct  of  Lieut.  Col.  Jesse 
A.  Forrest  at  Athens,  Ala.,  is  worthy  of  mention.  While  the  enemy 
was  attempting  to  re-enforce  the  fort,  at  the  head  of  his  splendid  regi- 
ment. Colonel  Forrest  made  a  gallant  charge,  driving  the  enemy  from 
his  iiosition,  but  in  this  charge  he  received  a  severe  Avound  in  his  thigh. 
The  splendid  discipline  of  Col.  James  M.  Warren's  troo])S,  of  General 
Eoddey's  command,  attracted  my  attention  and  received  my  commen- 
dation on  the  field.  They  moved  forward  in  perfect  order  and  with  tlie 
steadiness  of  veteran  soldiers.  Colonel  Warren  has  few  superiors  in 
the  service,  and  is  entitled  to  special  mention  for  his  uniform  gallantry, 
lu  conclusion,  1  would  return  my  acknowledgments  to  my  personal 
staff — Maj.  J.  P.  Strange,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Maj.  C.  W.  An- 
derson, at'ting  assistant  adjutant-general;  Col.  E.  W.  Pitman,  assist- 
ant inspector-general;  Maj.  G.  V. Eambaut,  [commissary,]  and  [Colonel] 
M.  C.  Galloway,  aide-de-camp.  They  cheerfully  and  promptly  executed 
my  orders,  and  their  bearing  throughout  was  highly  commendable. 
My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Capt.  Thomas  Eobins  and  Lieut.  J.  N. 
Davis,  attached  to  my  staff,  for  the  efficient  service  they  rendered  me 
during  the  expedition.  They  displayed  gallantry  and  alacrity  in  con- 
veying all  orders. 
All  of  which  is  resitectfuUy  submitted. 

N.  B.  FOEEEST, 

Major- General. 

Maj.  P.  Ellis,  Assistant  Adjutatit-General,  Selma,  Ala. 


SEPTEMBER   19-22,  1864.— Expeditions  from  Natchez  to  Buck's  Ferry 
(19th-21st)  and  Farrar's  Plantation,  Miss.  (22d),  and  skirmishes  en  route. 

RKf  ORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  Loreu  Kent,  Twenty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry. 
No.  2.— Maj.  Mindret  Wemplo,  Fourtli  Illinois  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 
Report  of  Col.  Loren  Kent,  Twenty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Headqitaeters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Natchez,  Miss.,  September  26, 1864.  "  (Eeceived  28th.) 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Eodgers,  Asst.  Afljt.  Gen~,  Vicl'shur-g,  Miss.  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  for  information  of  the  general  com- 
manding, reports  of  exjjeditions  made  from  this  post,  which  were  sue- 
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cessful.  ]  S(Mit  iiuotlier  expedition  this  morniiig',  1,000  infantry,  150 
ciivalry,  ii  section  of  artillery,  to  Harrisonburg,  La.,  where  is  a  rebel 
hospital  and  force;  also  in  the  ueighborhood  much  cattle,  horses,  and 
corn.  Fonr  thousand  rebel  cattle  are  giazirig-  on  Black  River,  La., 
thirty-two  miles  southwest.  I  will  try  tliem  next. 
Yours,  &c., 

M.  BKAYMAN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Twewty-ninth  Io^inoiss  Infantry, 

Fort  MePhcrson,  Xalchez,  Miss.,  September  21,  J804. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  infoiin  the  general  coinnianding  that  in 
obedience  to  his  orders  1  pioceeded  with  the  forces  niider  my  command, 
on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant,  to  Buck's  Feri^j^,  on  the  Homochitto 
liiver,  arriving  at  that  place  at  1  p.  ni.  On  that  evening  and  the  fol- 
lowing day  the  Fourth  Illinois  Ca^'alry,  under  my  orders,  gathered  in 
about  185  head  of  very  fat  cattle  from  the  adjacent  plantations  owned 
by  disloyal  men  and  women. 

Abont  noon  of  tiie  20th  instant  I  ordered  the  Twenty-ninth  Illinois  In- 
fantry, Major  Curtis  commanding,  to  proceed  Avith  the  train  to  the  resi- 
dence of  ]\lr.  Helm,  twelve  miles  from  Natchez,  and  load  the  wagous  with 
corn  and  then  proceed  to  Natchez.  The  order  Avas  strictly  obeyed. 
Corn  amounting  to  700  bushels  was  taken,  and  the  command  ari'iA^ed 
at  this  ]tlace  about  10  o'clock  tliis  a.  m.  With  the  remaining  forces  and 
cattle  1  started  tor  this  phuu',  arriving  at  uoon.  With  the  cattle  on 
hand  and  those  found  on  the  road,  excepting  those  Ave  Avere  obliged  to 
leaA-eon  accountof  their  fatness,  AAiiich  preA^en ted  them  from  traveling, 
I  had  delivered  to  the  commissary  of  the  ])ost  203  head.  But  little  was 
done  in  recruiting,  as  able-bodied  negroes  Avere  very  difficult  to  And. 
Besides  the  recruiting  officers  ol'  the  Seventieth  'and  Seventy-lirst 
Colored  Regiments  shoAved  much  more  zeal  in  rummaging  houses, 
stealing  chickens,  and  such  other  unsoldierly  acts  than  they  did  in 
carrjing  out  their  real  object.  Tlie  SeA-euty-first  recruiting  officers  AA^ere 
known  to  enter  a  private  hous(>,  take  Avithout  authority  toAvels,  &c., 
and  discharge  a  pistol,  much  to  the  annoyance  and  terror  of  the  inmates, 
Avho  Avere  ladies.  Both  ])arties  need  reprimand  and  explicit  instructions 
before  being  allowed  to  go  on  another  ex])editiou,  as  such  parties  are 
necessarily  compelled  to  be  absent  from  the  immediate  notice  of  the 
commanding  office]-.  I  would  have  made  a  inore  careful  investigation 
of  this,  had  they  not  departed  Avith  Major  Curtis  before  I  learned  of  it. 
I  have  learned  of  one  outrageous  act  of  robbery  and  abuse  of  women 
and  an  old  man.  As  yet  I  do  not  know  the  parties,  but  think  I  can 
discover  them.  Strict  orders  were  given  and  good  discipline  maintained 
Avith  these  exceptions.  1  believe  the  expedition  accom]3lished  its 
object.  Had  it  been  otberAvise,  I  Avould  have  letnrned  bv  another  road, 
or  crossed  the  Homochitto  Ri  ver.  We  had  a  slight  skirmish  A\-ith  a  party 
of  rebels  across  the  river  numbering  tAventy,  and  repeatedly  droA'e  them 
Avith  six  men  of  the  Twentj -ninth  Illinois.  Permit  me  to  say  that 
beyond  the  river  there  is  an  excellent  opportunitv  to  obtain  forage, 
stock,  &c.  "  ' 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  KENT, 

Colonel,  Commandina. 
Lieut.  C.  B.  Smith,  "^ 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Maj.  Mindret   Wemple,  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Hdqks.  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry  Volunteers, 

Natchez,  Miss.,  Beptemher  23,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  I  took  command  of  detacliments  of  Fourth 
Illinois  Cavalry,  Twenty-eighth  Illinois  Infantry,  Twenty-ninth  lUinois 
Infantry,  Sixth  (J.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery,  and  Seventy -first  U.  S. 
Colored  Infantry,  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  instant,  and  proceeded  to 
the  plantation  of  Mr.  A.  K.  Farrar.  I  placed  all  the  infantry  and  the 
detachment  from  the  Sixth  U.  S.  Heavy  Artillery  in  quartermaster  s 
wagons,  which  enabled  jiie  to  arrive  at  Earrar's  at  11  a.  m.  I  loaded 
51  wagons  with  corn  and  cotton,  brought  in  47  bales  of  cotton  and  143 
head  of  cattle.  The  enemy  engiiged  our  rear  guard  soon  after  leaving 
Farrar's  and  kept  up  a  lively  skirmish  for  six  miles.  I  had  no  one  hurt. 
One  man  of  the  enemy  was  shot  from  his  horse,  sui>posed  to  have  been 
killed.  Keturued  to  Natchez  last  night  at  11  o'clock. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.  WEMPLE, 
Major,  Commanding  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  C.  B.  Smith,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SEPTEMBER   20-OGTOBEB,  17,  1864.— Raids   &om   Kentucky   and   East 
Tennessee  into  Southwestern  Virginia. 

ST7M:M:A.R."i'  OF  THE  FRINCIPA-L  EVENTS. 

Sept.  28,  1864. — Skirmish  near  RUeatowii,  Tenn. 
29,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Jouesborough,  Teuii. 

Skirmish  at  the  Watauga  River,  Tenn. 
Sept.  30-Oct.  1,  1864. — Slcirmishes  at  Carter's  Station,  Tenn. 
Oct.      1,  1864. — Skirmishes  at  Clinch  Mountain  and  Laurel  Creek  Gap,  Tenn. 
2,  1864.— Action  at  Saltville,  Va. 
6,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Kingsport,  Tenn. 
8,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Rogersville,  Tenn. 
12,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Grecneville,  Tenn. 

REPORTS,  ETC.* 

No.     1. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Stejjhen  G.  Burhridge,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of 

Kentucky,  of  skirmishes  at  Clinch  Mountain  and  Laurel  Creek  Gap  and 

action  at  Saltville. 
No.     2. — Surg.  James  6.  Hatchitt,  U.  S.  Army,  Surgeon  in  Chief,  First  Division, 

District  of  Kentucky,  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  the  action 

at  Saltville. 
No.     3. — Surg.  William  H.  Gardner,  Thirtieth  Kentucky  Infantry,  of  the  shooting 

of  Union  prisoners. 
No.     4. — Itinerary  of  the  First  Division,  District  of  Kentucky,  commanded  by  Brig. 

Gen.  Nathaniel  C.  McLean,  U.  S.  Army. 
No.     5. — Itinerary  of  the  Fourth  Brigade,  commanded  by  Col.  Robert  W.  Ratliff, 

Twelkh  Ohio  Cavalry. 
No.     6. —Col.  James  S.  Brisbiu,  Fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  of  the  part  taken  by  a 

detachment  of  the  Fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  under  the  command  of 

Col.  James  F.  Wade,  Sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  at  Saltville. 

"  See  also  Grant's  report.  Vol.  XXXVIII,  Part  I,  p.  27. 
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-Brig.  Goii.  Jacob  Anniien,  U.  S.  Anay,  of  skirmishes  iit  Rkciitowii,  Joues- 

boiongli,  the  Wataiigji  Rivi-r,  and  Carter's  Statiou. 
-Maj.  Gen.  .John  C.  Breckinridge,  C.  S.  Army,  cominaiidijig  Department  of 

AW,Ktern  Virginia,  and  East  'J'eiinessoe,  of  skirmish  at  Greenevillc. 
-Brig.  Gen.  .John  Echols,  C.  S.  Army,  of  oiieratious  September  30-October  3. 
-Brig.  Gen.  AliVed   E.  Jackson,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  at   Saltville,  of 

operations  October  1-8. 
-Brig.  Gen.  Jolm  S.  Williams,  C.  S.  Army,  of  operations  October  1-5. 
-Brig.  Gen.  Jolin   C.   Vaughn,  C.   S.   Army,   of  skirmishes  at  Kiugsport, 

Rogersville,  and  Greeneville. 
-Brig.  (Jen.  George  B.  Cosby,  C.  S.  Army,  of  operations  October  5. 
-Surg.  William  Jennings,  C.  S.  Army,  of  wonnded  prisoners  at  Saltville. 

No.  1. 

Reports  o/Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  O.  Bvrhridge.  JJ.  S.  Army,  commanding 
I)istrict  of  KeniucTcy,  of  sMrmishes  at  Clinch  Mountain  and  Laurel 
Creek  Gap  and  action  at  Saltville. 

Catlettsburg,  Ky.,  October  7,  18G4 — 10  a.  m. 

(Received  1.10  p.  m.) 

Porcingthe  enemy  from  Cliucli  Mountain  and  Laurel  Gap,  after  heavy 
skirmishing,  we  met  the  enemy  three  miles  and  a  half  from  Saltville  on 
the  morning  of  the  2d  instant,  and  drove  him  to  his  works  around  the 
salt-works,  where  he  was  strongly  intrenched  on  the  bluffs  in  heavy 
force,  under  Echols,  Williams,  Vaughn,  and,  it  is  said,  Breckinridge. 
We  at  once  attacked  him  and  drove  him  from  his  Avorks  on  our  left 
and  center,  and  held  him  in  check  on  the  right,  and  finally,  in  spite 
of  artillery  and  snperior  numbers,  whipped  him  at  every  point  and 
forced  him  back  to  his  main  works.  In  the  evening  our  ammunition 
gave  out,  and  holding  the  position  taken  until  night,  1  Avithdrew  the 
command  in  excellent  order  and  spirits.  The  occupation  of  the  works 
themselves  was  only  prevented  by  failure  of  ammunition.  From  pris- 
oners I  learn  the  enemy's  force  was  between  6,000  and  8,000,  and  that 
Breckinridge  was  present  with  4,000  from  Lynchburg.  My  force 
amounted  to  2,500  engaged.  It  is  certain  his  force  greatly  outnumbered 
us.  A  detachment  sent  to  Pound  Gap  forced  its  way  through  and 
drove  Prenti(!e  Avith  a  superior  force  from  his  works  at  Gladeville,  cap- 
turing several  prisoners,  a  quantity  of  small-arms,  and  1  piece  of  artil- 
lery. Our  loss  in  all  is  about  .'550;  the  enemy  more.  Keport  fully  by 
mail.    Received  on  3d  orders  from  General  Sherman  to  return. 

S.  G.  BURBRIDGE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  J).  C. 


Headquarters, 
Lexington,  Ky.,  October  10, 1864. 
The  result  of  the  expedition  may  be  thus  stated :  We  whipped  the 
rebels  in  every  engagement,  fighting  from  the  Virginia  line  up  to  the 
salt-Avorks,  Avhere  we  had  a  heavy  engagement  with  from  G,000  to  10,000 
rebels,  under  Breckinridge,  Vaughn,  Echols,  and  Williams,  lasting 
from  morning  until  night.  Gur  force  Avas  2,500  engaged.  We  took  the 
enemy's  works,  overlooking  the  salt-works,  on  our  left  and  center,  and 
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held  them  in  check  on  the  right,  and  were  only  prevented  from  entering 
the  works  by  failure  of  ainmnnition,  and  in  consequence  retreated  from 
the  tield  after  night.  .  General  Gilleni  did  not  come  close  enough  to 
operate.  This  was  oji  the  2d  instant.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d  I  re- 
ceived an  order  from  General  Sherman  to  return  to  Kentucky.  I  pressed 
forward  and  brought  the  force  to  Preston  burg,  the  enemy  being  too  badly 
crippled  to  follow  in  any  force.  The  whole  command  will  arrive  here  in 
two  or  three  days,  but  the  men  are  much  fatigued  and  horses  jaded.  It 
will  require  some  days  to  recuperate  them. 

Our  loss  was  350;  the  enemy  more.  Some  of  the  outer  salt-works 
were  destroyed. 

The  time  of  the  Thirteenth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  Thirtieth,  Thirty- 
fifth,  Thirty-seventh,  Fortieth,  Forty -fifth.  Forty-seventh,  Forty-eighth, 
Forty-ninth,  and  Fifty-second  Kentucky  has  expired  or  is  expiring, 
materially  reducing  my  force.  I  can  illy  spare  the  Eleventh  Michigan 
Cavalry,  Twelfth  Ohio  Cavalry,  Fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  and  be- 
sides this  the  Fifteenth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  ('apron's  brigade  may  be 
mounted  and  forwarded  if  the  order  regarding  the  mounting  is  issued 
as  you  promised.  Five  thousand  colored  troops  from  my  district  have 
been  forwarded  to  General  Butler  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
1,000  to  Eock  Island. 

I  can  send  by  Caprou's  brigade  or  any  other  way  you  suggest  2,000 
horses  from  my  command.  Please  send  order  for  purchase  of  as  many 
to  remount  those  dismounted 

I  go  to  Louisville  to-morrow. 

S.  G.  BUEBEIDGE, 

Brevet  Major-General. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schopield. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Surg.  James  G.  Satchitt,  U.  S.  Army,  Surgeon  in  Chief,  First 
Division,  District  of  Kentucky,  of  the  killed,  toounded,  and  missing  in 
the  action  at  Saltville. 

Hdqbs.  First  Division,  District  of  Kentucky, 

Richland,  Va.,  October  4,  1864. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  of  this  division  on  the  2d  instant  in  the  battle  of 
Saltville,  Va.: 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  a  correct  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
at  present,  because  the  recording  surgeons  were  left  on  the  field  with 
the  wounded.    It  will  be  furnished  as  soon  as  ])ossible. 


(Joniuiaud. 


13th  Kentucky  Cavalry 

35tb  Keutucky  Mounted  Int'autry 

45tli  Keutuoky  Monuted  Iniantry 

40(b  Kentucky  Muuiited  Inlantry 

;!()th  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry 

30tli  Kentucky  iloiiiited  Infantry 

lltii  Kentucky  Cavaliy  

It7th  Kentucky  Kcfiinient  Mounted  ijifantry  , 
39tli  Kentucky  lie^intent  Mounted  Infantfy  . 

I'Jtii  Kei:inien't  Ohio  Vtdunteer  (J:ivali-y 

11th  Kefiinu'Ut  Miclii;:an  Cavalry 

5th    Kei£inieut  U.  S.  Colored  Ca\'alry 


Total - 


Killed. 


A\'onn(led.  I    Mi.'^sing. 


l;i 

, 

11 

21 

1 

3 

10 

1 

il 

10 
31 

Vl 

CI 

10 

37 
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I  Avould  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  medical  staff  jjerformed  tbeir  duty 
well  in  this  battle,  considering  the  difficult  circumstances  tliat  sur- 
rounded them.,  I  would  especially  mention  for  favorable  consideration 
Surgeon  Gardner,  of  the  Thirtieth  Kentucky;  Surgeon  Woodman, 
Eleventh  Midiigan;  Assistant  Surgeon  Haselwood,  Tliirty-seventh  Ken- 
tucky, and  Assistant  Surgeon  Harper,  Thirteenth  Kentucky  Cavalry, 
on  account  of  the  extraordinary  interest  they  exhibited  in  attending  to 
the  wounded.  Surgeon  Woodman,  Eleventh  Michigan;  Svu'geon  Gard 
ner,  Thirtieth  Kentucky;  Assistant  Surgeon  Harper,  Thirteenth  Ken- 
tucky, and  Assistant  Surgeon  Hunt,  Twelfth  Ohio  Cavalry,  were  left 
upon  the  field  to  attend  the  wounded. 

Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  HATCHITT, 
Surgeon^  U.  8.  Vols.,  Surgeon  in  Chief,  First  Biv.,  Bist.  of  Ey. 

Capt.  J.  S.  BUTLEK, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Oenerul. 


No.  3. 


Report  of  iSurg.  William  H.  Oardner,  Thirtieth  Kentucky  Infantry,  of  the 
shooting  of  Union  prisoneii's. 

Lexington,  Ky.,  October  26,  1864. 

SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  was  with  the  command  of 
Brevet  Major-General  Burbridge  in  the  attack  on  Saltville,  Va.,  Octo- 
ber 2, 1864,  and  that  I  was  left  with  the  wounded  and  was  cairtured 
October  3,  and  paroled  by  Major-General  Breckinridge. 

I  would  state  that  on  Monday  morning,  October  3,  there  came  to  our 
field  hospital  several  armed  men,  as  I  believe  soldiers  in  the  Confederate 
service,  and  took  5  men,  privates,  wounded  (negroes),  and  shot  them. 

1  would  also  further  state  that  on  Friday  evening,  October  7,  at 
Emory  and  Henry  College  Hospital,  Washington  County,  Va.,  to  which 
place  our  wounded  had  been  removed,  several  armed  men  entered  the 
said  hospital  abont  10  p.  m.  and  went  up  into  the  rooms  occuijied  by  the 
Federal  wounded  prisoners,  and  shot  2  of  them  (negroes)  dead  in  their 
beds. 

I  would  further  state  that  on  Saturday,  October  8,  at  Emory  and 
Henry  College  Hospital,  several  armed  men  wearing  the  Confederate 
uniform,  and,  as  I  believe,  soldiers  in  the  Confederate  service,  entered 
the  same  hospital  about  4  p.  m.,  overpowered  the  guard  that  had  been 
placed  there  by  the  surgeon  in  charge,  and  went  up  into  the  rooms  oc- 
cu])ied  by  the  Federal  wounded  prisoners,  and  shot  Lieut  E.  C.  Smith, 
Thirteenth  Kegiment  Kentucky  Cavalry,  dead  in  his  bed,  where  he  lay 
severely  wounded.  They  at  the  same  time  called  out  for  the  other  Fed- 
eral officers  confined  there,  particularly  Colonel  Hanson,  Thirty-seventh 
Eegiment  Kentucky  Volunteers,  and  Captain  Degenfeld,  Twelfth  Ohio 
Cavalry,  swearing  that  they  intended  to  kill  all  of  tliem ;  and  I  believe  that 
they  were  only  prevented  doing  so  by  the  exertions  of  Surgeon  Murfree, 
the  surgeon  in  charge,  the  stcAvard,  Mr.  Acres,  and  the  other  attendants 
of  the  hospital.  I  would  also  further  state  that  Surgeon  Murfree,  the 
other  surgeons,  and  the  hospital  attendants  did  all  in  their  power,  even 
to  the  risk  of  their  lives,  to  prevent  the  perpetration  of  these  outrages; 
and  that  they  assisted  in  removing  Colonel  Hanson  and  Captain  Degen- 
feld, as  well  as  myself,  to  a  place  of  safety. 
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1  Avoiild  fartlier  state  tliat  Ave  left  about  70  of  our  wounded  prisoners 
in  tlie  said  ]iosi)ital,  and  tliatl  have  been  informed  that  these  outrages 
have  been  perjictrated  on  them  since  we  left  there.* 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  GAEDNER, 
Surgeon,  Thirtieth  Eegiment  Kentuclcy  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Capt.  J.  S.  Butler, 

Assintunt  Adjutant- General. 

[First  indornenient.] 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Mil.  Dist.  op  Kentucky, 

Lexington,  Ky.,  October  28,  1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Brevet  Major-General  Burbridge,  command- 
ing Military  District  of  Kentucky,  for  his  uiformation,  and  with  the 
suggestion  that  ina.smuch  as  the  murders  appear  to  have  been  committed 
against  the  wislies  of  the  Confederate  surgeon  in  charge  of  tlie  hospital, 
that  a  demand  be  made  upon  the  Confederate  Government  for  the  de- 
livery of  these  murderers  for  punishment  to  our  (Government,  and  in 
case  of  refusal  that  immediate  retaliation  be  eufoi-ced  ui)on  such  Con- 
federate prisoners  as  we  may  have  in  our  possession,  man  for  man. 

N.  C.  McLEAN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[Second  iuduvseiiieut,] 

Headquarters  Military  District  of  Kentucky, 

Lexington,  Ky.,  Octoher  29,  1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  for  the 
information  of  the  Seci'etary  of  War. 

General  McLean's  suggestions  are  a])])roved. 

S.  G.  BURBRIDGE, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

November  7, 1864. 
Eespectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  4. 


Itinerary  of  the  First  Bivisioii,  District  of  Kentucky,  commanded  by 
Brig.  Gen.  Nathaniel  C.  McLean,  U.  S.  Army.i 

The  mounted  portion  of  this  division  moved  through  Mount  Sterling 
to  Prestonburg,  Ky.,  on  September  15,  and  from  thence  up  Louisa  Fork 
to  Saltville,  Va.,  skirmishing  continually  on  the  route  with  bushwhack- 
ers and  rebel  force. 

October  2. — We  attacked  the  fortified  position  at  the  Saltville  works 
with  4,200  effective  men,  consisting  of  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry, 
and  three  sections  of  mountain  howitzers,  manned  by  detailed  men  from 
infantry  regiments.    The  light  lasted  until  about  5  i>.  ni.,  when  we 

*  Duplicate,  dated  Flag-of-Triice  boat  New  York,  James  River,  October  18,  186J, 
addressed  to  Major  Mulford,  aud  signed  by  Willi.ani  H.  Gardner,  surgeon,  Tliirtietli 
Kentucky  Infantry,  and  J,  T.  Har}>er,  assistant  surgeon,  Thirteenth  Kentucky  Cav- 
alry. 

tFrom  returns  for  September  and  October,  1864. 
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^\ithclrew  from  tbe  place,  after  considerable  loss,  and  marched  all  night 
toward  Kentncky.  The  Eleventh  Kentucky  Cavalry  and  Fifth  U.  S. 
Colored  Cavaliy  joined  this  expedition  with  General  Bnrbridge  for 
temporary  service,  but  did  not  belong  to  this  division ;  tliey  both  fought 
well.  The  colored  cavalry  regiment  was  dismounted  and  behaved  well 
for  new  troops,  and  repeatedly  charged  the  earth-works  with  their 
guidons  flying,  but  suffered  considerable  loss. 

An  ofticial  report  has  been  made  of  the  murdering  of  our  colored 
soldiers  Avho  were  wounded  and  made  prisoners  by  the  enemy;  also, 
of  the  murder  of  Lieutennnt  Smith,  Thirteenth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  by 
the  guerrilla  Cham])  Ferguson,  while  on  his  bed  Avounded,  at  Emory 
General  Hospital,  Ya. 

October  17. — The  division  returned  to  Lexington,  Ky. 


No.  5. 


Itinerary  of  the  Fourth  Brigade,  commanded  by  Col.  Robert  W.  Ratliff, 
Twelfth  Ohio  Gavalry.* 

September  12. — The  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Twelfth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Cavalry  and  the  Eleventh  Michigan  Volunteer  Cavalry,  was  sta- 
tioned at  Point  Buniside,  Ky.,  where  they  had  been  ordered  to  repel 
an  expected  attack  by  Wheeler.  About  that  date  the  brigade  received 
orders  to  move  immediately  to  Mount  Sterling,  Ky. 

Septemher  17. — Arrived  at  that  place. 

September  20. — In  compliance  with  orders  from  division  headquarters, 
the  brigade  moved  from  Mount  Sterling,  Ky.,  in  the  direction  of  Salt- 
ville,  Va. 

September  24. — Arrived  at  Prestonburg.  While  at  that  ])lace  the 
Fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry  Avas  temporarily  assigned  to  the  brigade. 

September  20. — Left  Prestonburg;  moved  via  Piketon  and  the 
Louisa  Fork  of  Big  Sandy. 

September  30. — Arrived  at  Clinch  River  Valley  in  the  evening. 

JSTothing  of  particular  interest  occurred  (m  the  march  up  to  this  date, 
with  the  exception  of  two  engagements  with  the  guerrillas,  in  one  of 
which  the  Twelfth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  was  in  advance,  and  in  the 
other  the  Eleventh  Michigan  CaAali-y.  Both  times  the  enemy  were 
completely  routed,  and  compelled  to  fall  back  before  the  advancing 
forces. 


No.  C. 


Report  of  Col.  James  S.  Brisbin,  Fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  ofthejjart 
taken  by  a  detachment  of  the  Fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  under  the 
command  of  Col.  JameN  F.  Wade,  Sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  at 
SaltviUe. 

IIeadqttarteus  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 

Lexington,  Ky.,  October  20,  1864. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  a  detachment  of  the  Fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry  during  the 
late  operations  in  Western  Virginia  against  the  salt-works. 

After  the  nuiiu  body  of  the  forces  had  moved.  General  Burbridge,  com- 
manding district,  was  informed  I  had  some  mounted  recruits  belonging 
to  the  Fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  then  organizing  at  Camp  Nelson,  and 

'  From  I'ctiiru  for  September,  1864. 
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he  at  once  directed  me  to  .send  tliem  forward.  They  were  inoitnted  on 
horses  that  had  been  only  partly  recruited  and  that  had  been  drawn  ■\^'ith 
the  intention  of  using  them  only  for  the  purpose  of  drilling.  Six  hundred 
of  the  best  horses  were  picked  out,  mounted,  and  Col.  James  F.  Wade, 
Sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  de- 
tachment. The  detachment  came  up  with  the  maiu  body  at  Prestou- 
burg,  Ky.,  and  Avas  assigned  to  the  brigade  commanded  by  Col.  E. 
W.  liatlitt'.  Twelfth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry.  On  the  march  the  colored 
soldiers,  as  Avell  as  their  white  officers,  were  made  the  subject  of  much 
ridicule  and  many  insulting  remarks  by  the  white  troops,  and  in  some 
instances  petty  outrages,  such  as  the  pulling  off  the  ca])s  of  colored 
soldiers,  stealing  their  horses,  i&c,  were  practiced  by  the  white  soldiers. 
These  insults,  as  well  as  the  jeers  and  taunts  that  they  Avonld  not  light, 
were  borne  by  the  colored  soldier  patiently,  or  punished  with  dignity  bj 
their  officers,  but  in  no  instance  did  I  hear  colored  soldiers  make  any 
reply  to  insulting  language  used  toward  [them]  by  the  white  trooi^s.  On 
the  Ud  of  October  the  forces  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  salt-works,  and 
finding  the  enemy  in  force  preparations  were  made  for  battle.  Cohmel 
llatlitf 's  brigade  was  assigned  to  the  left  of  the  line,  and  tlic  brigade 
(dismounted)  was  disposed  as  follows:  Fiftli  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry  on 
the  left.  Twelfth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  in  the  centei',  and  Eleventh 
Michigan  Cavalry  on  the  right.  The  point  to  be  attacked  A^as  the  side 
of  a  high  mountain,  the  rebels  being  posted  about  half  Avay  up  behind 
rifle-pits  made  of  logs  and  stones  to  the  height  of  three  feet.  All  being 
in  readiness,  the  brigade  moved  to  the  attack.  The  rebels  opened  u])<)n 
them  a  terrilic  lire,  but  the  line  jiresscd  steadily  forAvard  xip  the  steep 
side  of  the  mountain  until  they  found  themselves  Avithin  fifty  yards  of 
tlie  enemy.  Hero  Colonel  Wade  ordered  his  force  to  charge,  and  the 
negroes  rushed  upon  the  Avorks  Avith  a  yell,  and  after  a  desiderate  strug- 
gle carried  the  entire  line,  killing  and  wounding  a  large  luimber  of  the 
enemy  and  capturing  some  prisoners.  There  Avere  400  black  soldiers 
engaged  in  the  battle,  100  having  been  left  behind  sick  and  Avith 
broken-down  horses  on  the  march,  and  100  having  been  left  in  the  valley 
to  hold  horses.  Out  of  the  400  engaged  11 4  men  and  4  officers  fell  killed 
or  wounded.  Of  this  fight  1  can  only  say  that  the  men  could  not  have 
behaved  more  bravely.  1  have  seen  Avhite  troo])s  fight  in  tweiity-sevcn 
battles  and  I  never  saAA'  any  fight  better.  At  dusk  the  colored  troops 
Avere  AA'ithdraAvn  from  the  enemy's  Avorks  Avhich  they  had  held  for  over 
tAA'o  h(mrsAvith  scarcely  a  round  of  ammunition  in  their  cartridge-boxes. 
On  the  return  of  the  forces  those  avIio  had  scoffed  at  the  colored  troojis 
on  the  march  out  Avere  silent.  Nearly  all  the  Avounded  Avere  brought  off", 
though  AA'C  had  not  an  ambulance  in  the  command.  The  negro  soldiers 
preferred  present  suffering  to  being  murdered  at  the  hands  Oi  a  cruel 
enemy.  1  saAV  one  nmn  riding  AAdth  liis  arm  oft!,  anotlier  shot  through  the 
lungs,  and  another  shot  through  both  hips.  Such  of  the  colored  soldiers 
as  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  during  the  battle  Avere  brutally  nmr- 
dered.  The  negroes  did  not  retaliate,  but  lieated  the  lebel  Avounded 
Avitli  great  kiiulness;  carrying  them  Avator  in  their  canteens  and  doing 
all  they  could  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  those  Avhom  the  fortunes  of 
AA'ar  had  ]»laced  in  their  hands. 

Colonel  Wade  handled  his  command  Avith  skill,  bravery,  and  good 
judgment,  evincing  his  capacity  to  command  a  nmch  larger  force. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  r.KlSBIN, 
Colonel  and  Supt.  Organization  U.  (S'.  Colored  Troops. 

Prig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  (J,  fi.  Army. 
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:no.  7. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Jacob  Ammen,  U.  S.  Army,  of  sMrmishes  at  Bhea- 
toivn,  Jonesborough,  the  Watauga  River,  and  Garter's  Station. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Twenty-thikd  Army  Corps, 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  November  6, 1S64. 
Captain  :  September  19,  1864,  I  received  the  foUowiug  telegram : 

LocisviLLK,  Ky.,  Septemhvr  19,  lSti4. 
Brigadier-General  Ammen, 

Knoxville : 
Major-General  Burbridge  will  start  to-morroAv  on  his  expedition  into  Sontlnvest 
Virginia,     (jienoral  Gillcm  is  to  co-operate  witJi  liim.     Support  them  by  such  force  as 
you  cau  make  available,  according  to  understanding  we  had  at  Chattanooga. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 
ilajor-General,  Commanding. 

Theunderstaudingwas,thatMajor-GeneralBurbridgewou]dattacktlie 
enemy  at  Abingdon  and  the  salt-works  SeiJtember  'J7;  that  General 
Gill  em,  T\"ith  his  force,  was  to  attack  the  enemy  at  Jouesborough  the  same 
day,  and  that  the  troops  under  my  command  would  hold  Bull's  Gap. 
Subsequently  General  Burbridge  telegraphed  to  Geijeral  Gillem  to  at- 
tack at  Jonesborough  September  29,  and  follow  up  the  enemy  the  30th, 
as  General  Burbridge  could  not  be  at  Abingdon  before  that  time. 

In  pursuance  of  these  instructions  1  went  to  Bull's  Gap  by  railroad 
with  300  of  the  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Heavy  Artillery,  Colonel  Hawley  in 
command,  September  21.  l«fext  day  200  more  of  the  same  regiment  came 
on  the  train,  and  September  25  200  of  the  Tenth  Michigan  Cavalry 
mounted  and  100  of  the  same  regiment  dismounted,  reached  Bull's  G  a]). 
General  Williams  having  united  with  the  force  commanded  by  Generiil 
Vaughn  in  East  Tennessee,  General  Gillem  requested  mc  to  accompany 
him,  as  he  had  not  troops  enough  t«  meet  the  enemy  in  our  frojit.  Gen- 
eral Gillem's  command  consisted  of  the  Ninth  and  Thirteenth  Tennessee 
Cavalry,  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Sixteenth  Kentucky  Cav- 
alry, and  six  pieces  of  artillery;  total,  1,650;  my  command,  First  Ohio 
Heavy  Artillery,  500,  and 300  of  the  Tenth  Michigan;  total,  800.  Cap- 
tain Kirk  with  his  command  and  two  companies  of  JOO-days'  men  were 
left  at  Bull's  Gap.  September  27,  we  left  Bull's  Gap  witli  "the  two  com- 
mands (2,450) ;  marched  to  Greeneville  without  seeing  the  enemy.  Sep- 
tember 28,  near  Eheatown,  the  advantjc  met  a  sma.ll  party  of  the  enemy, 
wounded  3,  and  drove  the  rest  back.  September  29,  the  advance  met  a 
small  force  at  Jonesborough,  drove  it  from  the  town;  met  moie,  and  the 
Fifteenth  rcnnsylvania  Cavalry  drove  them  on  the  DuA^all's  Ferry  road 
and  across  the  Watauga  Eiver.  A  part  of  the  enemy  went  on  the  Car- 
ter's Station  road  and  were  pursued  by  the  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cav- 
alry. September  30,  marched  to  Carter's  Station,  attacked  the  enemy, 
and  drove  most  of  his  force  across  the  river  to  a  strong  position,  and  as 
night  came  on  before  the  artillery  could  be  placed  in  a  good  position  the 
enemy  remained. 

October  i,  the  artillery  was  placed  advantageously,  did  good  work, 
and  soon  alter  12  m.  the  enemy  left  his  Avorks  and  retreated,  passing 
Zollicoffer,  &c.  A  courier  arrived  bringing  an  order  from  Maj.  Gen. 
W.  T.  Sherman,  recalling  General  Burbridge.  I  started  two  couriers 
on  different  routes  to  General  Burbridge  Avith  the  order.  October  2, 
started  another  courier  to  Major-General  Burbridge.  At  12  m.  started 
back  with  the  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Heavy  Artillery  aiul  Tenth  Micb- 
igau  Cavalry  and  reached  Knoxville  October  D,  1804. 
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I  have  to  report  as  casualties  3  men  of  the  First  Ohio  Vohmteer  Heavy 
Artillery,  while  supporting  the  battery,  were  wounded  by  the  bursting  of 
a  shell  in  the  sku-mish  at  Carter's  Station  September  30,  1804,  two  of 
them  seriously,  but  not  dangerously,  the  third  very  slightly;  William  li. 
Norton,  Company  K,  Tenth  Michigan  Cavalry,  severely  wounded  in 
the  head  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  his  own  gun  while  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy  at  Carter's  Station  October  1,  1804. 

Inclosed  please  find  report*  of  Major  Barnes,  Sixteenth  Kentucky 
Cavalry. 

The  men  and  officers  behaved  well  when  under  fire,  were  at  all  times 
prompt,  cheerful,  and  obedient,  satisfying  metliat  under  trying  circum- 
stances they  will  prove  brave  and  efficient.  , 
Very  respectfullv,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  AMMEN, 
Brigadicr-Gcncral,  U.  /S'.  Volunteers,  Gomdg.  Division. 

Capt.  Henry  Cuktis,  Jr., 

Assistant  Arljutant-  General,  Department  of  the  Ohio. 


No.  8. 


Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  C.  Breclcinridge,  G.  8.  Army,  commanding 
Department  of  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee,  of  skirmish  at 
GreenecMe. 

Wytheyille,  Octohcr  13,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Vaughn  reports  that  a  force  of  the  enemy  came  to 
Gi-eeneville  yesterday,  and  that  he  defeated  it,  killing  and  wouiuling 
many,  capturing  some  prisoners,  2  regimental  colors,  and  many  horses 
and  arms.     Our  loss  slight. 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINKIDGE, 

Major-  General. 

General  11.  E.  Lee, 

Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 


No.  9. 


Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols,  C.  S.  Army,  of  operations  September 

30-October  3. 

Abingdon,  September  .30, 1864. 
Say  to  General  Breckinridge  that  J  have  just  received  information  of 
the  advance  of  the  enemy  on  Saltville.  Their  advance  readied  Rich- 
land last  night,  thirty  miles  west  of  Saltville.  1  hope  that  the  general 
will  reach  here  to-night.  Vaughn  was  fighting  on  the  Watauga  tliis 
morning  when  I  last  heard. 

JNO.  ECHOLS, 
Brigadier-  General. 
Judge  Burnett. 

'Seep.  502. 
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Saltville,  Va.,  October  3,  1864. 
We  whipped  the  enemy  badly  here  on  yesterday,  and  he  has  retired 
in  confusion,  leaving  his  dead  and  wounded  in  our  hands,  among  them 
a  brigadier-general  and  a  good  many  officers.  There  were  two  or  three 
regiments  of  negro  troops,  which  were  badly  cut  up.  The  reserves  and 
detailed  men  acted  splendidly.  The  enemy's  force  was  about  6,000,  as 
near  as  we  could  estimate.     We  are  in  hot  pursuit. 

JNO.  ECHOLS, 
Brigadier-  General. 
Brigadier-General  Kemper. 


No.  10. 


Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  E.  Jachson,  G.  S.  Army,  commanding  at 
Saltville,  of  operations  October  1-8. 

Headquarters, 
SnUviUc,  Va.,  October  1,  186-1 — 5  p.  m. 
Captain:  I  sent  a  reliable  officer  (Col.  James  Preston)  to  tlie  vicinity 
of  Laurel  Fork  Gap  to-day,  near  where  Colonel  Giltner  encamped  last 
night.  The  following  disi)atch,  just  received  from  Col.  Robert  T.  Pres- 
ton, at  McCreedy's  Gap,  shows  the  enemy  is  slowly  i»ushing  Colonel 
Giltner  back  toward  this  place : 

No  doubt  is  now  entertained  of  a  purpose  to  .attack  this  place.  The  enemy 
variously  estimated  from  4,000  to  8,000,  the  main  force  in  front  of  Giltner,  but  it  is 
reported  2,000  are  (lismoiintcd  and  are  moving  upon  us  by  the  Russell  road.  Noth- 
ing yet  heard  I'rom  General  Williams.  The  .300  men  ordered  here  last  night  have 
come  in,  but  in  a  state  of  perfect  in.subordination.  I  have  finally  succeeded  in  getting 
them  off  to  a  gap  five  miles  West  of  this  place  (the  Tumbling  Creek  Gap).  Without 
further  re-eni'orcemcnts  we  can  make  but  a.  feeble  defense,  Imt  will  do  the  best  we 
can.  Our  men  all  armed,  but  ammunition  insufticient,  particularly  caliber  .69.  We 
hope  additional  troops  will  arrive  before  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  JACKSON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Capt.  H.  T.  Stanton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Saltville,  October  1,  1864. 
Colonel  Giltner  has  been  compelled  to  evacuate  Laurel  Creek  Gap 
this  evening,  and  is  falling  back  on  this  place.    Enemy  slowly  pursuing. 
Doubtless  an  attack  will  be  made  on  this  place  early  to-morrow.    If  re- 
enforcements  are  not  sent  to-night  it  will  probably  be  too  late. 

A.  E.  JACKSON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols. 


Headquarters, 
Saltville,  Va.,  October  8,  1864. 
Captain:  I  have  jiiist  succeeded  in  getting  off  to  Lynchburg  the 
prisoners,  01  in  number,  including  the  surgeons  and  attendants  at 
Emory  Hospital,  sending  5  wounded  Federals  to  hospital  and  2  to 
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Abingdon  to  be  tried  foi-  desertion— abandoning  the  Confederate  and 
joining  tlie  Federal  service.  One  is  a  clear  case  of  desertion  from  his 
own  admission.  We  have  been  catching  nj)  some  of  the  Federal  strag- 
glers every  day  since  tlie  commanding  general  left.  0(»lonel  Giltner 
sent  m  .3,  and  we  have  picked  u])  .J  others  to-day,  and  brought  in  from 
Laurel  Gap  and  other  places  3  wounded  negroes  iind  1  wounded  white 
man. 

Your  telegram  of  to-day,  ordering  the  sergeant  and  six  men  of  Second 
Tennessee  Cavalry,  acting  as  couriers  at  this  post,  to  report  at  (nice  to 
Lieut.  W.  H.  Moore,  at  Bristol,  Teini.,  was  received  since  dark  and  will 
be  comi)lied  with.  They  will  leave  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning.  I 
have  appointed  a  board  of  inspection  to  estimate  the  damages  to  crops 
and  fences  committed  by  troops  during  their  stay  at  this  place.  The 
commissioners  entered  upon  the  duty  to-day  and  will  linish  on  Monday. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  JACKSOJSr, 


Capt.  W.  B.  Myers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


No.  11. 


Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  K  Williams,  C.  <S'.  Armi/,  of  operations  Oc- 
tober 1-5. 

Headquarters,  &c., 
Hendricks^  October  1, 1864. 
General:  1  send  you  inclosed  a  note*  from  Henry  Stonestreet,  a 
very  reliable  scout,  whom  I  send  this  morning  to  look  after  the  enemy 
in  the  direction  of  Wheeler's  Ford.  This  force  is  about  forty  miles  from 
the  force  at  General  Boweu's,  and  I  am  midway  between  tliem,  with 
my  back  to  Hyter's  Gap.  Unless  I  liave  a  stronger  force  than  I  now 
have  with  me  my  movement  upon  the  I'nemy  at  Bowen's  may  become 
perilous,  f(n'  the  force  at  Wheeler's  by  followhig  me  up  woidd  cut  me 
off  from  all  means  of  crossing  to  the  south  side  of  Clinch  M(mntain. 
This  information  was  received  after  1  wrote  to  Giltner  and  you  this 
evening. 

Kespcctfully, 

JOHlSr  S.  AYILLTAMS, 

Brigadier-General,  &c. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  C.  Breckinridge, 

Commanding  Department,  &c. 

Since  writing  the  within  a  scout  sent  out  by  Colonel  Giltner  has 
just  returned  from  Louisa  Fork,  iiiid  reports  to  ine  that  the  force  of 
the  enemy  that  came  into  Tazewell  by  the  Louisa  Gap  road  does  not 
exceed  2,000  men,  a  large  portion  of  them  negroes. 

J.  S.  W. 

Have  you  received  my  dispatch,  written  at  4  j).  m.  to-day,  containing 
copy  of  my  letter  to  (Colonel  (4iltner,  &c.? 

J.  S.  W. 

"Nnt  found. 
36  R   R — VOL   XXXIX,   FT  I 


562  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  LI. 

Headquarters  Confederate  Cavalry  Division, 

Hendriolcs\  on  south  sick  of  Clinch  Mountain, 
'■  October  1,  1864 — 4.30  p.  m. 

General:  I  liave  just  leariu'd  of  your  arrival  in  the  dcpartincnt 
through  a  note  iiom  Captain  Harris,  at  Jlyter's  Gaj),  who  also  informs 
me  that  Generals  1  )uke,  Cosby,  and  Vaughn ,  Avith  their  commands,  wonld 
be  in  Abingdon  to-night.  1  inclose  a  letter*  ■which  I  had  written  and 
sent  to  Colonel  Giltner  just  before  the  reception  of  this  intelligence. 
The  movement  jiroposed  tlierein  is,  of  course,  subject  to  your  approval. 
My  command  is  very  much  weakened  by  the  sending  oil'  of  Eobertsoii. 
My  tighting  force,  exclusive  of  him,  does  not  exceed  1,000  men.  My 
iiuarmed  men  left  at  Abingdon  have  not  yet  joined  me.  I  have  written 
several  letters  to  know  Avhetlier  arms  have  arrived  and  Avhere  Duke  and 
Cosby's  brigades  are,  but  liave  received  no  communication  whjitever  on 
the  subject  froju  General  Ecliols.  If  you  think  well  of  the  movement 
and  could  send  me  Duke  and  Cosby,  with  their  commands,  it  would 
render  success  certain,  I  think.  Write  me  at  once,  and  please  order  a 
fresh  horse  for  my  courier  that  he  may  return  before  day. 
I  am,  general,  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier- Genera  I,  &c. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  C.  Breckinridge, 

Commanding  Department. 


Headquarters  Confederate  Cavalry  Division, 

Saltville,  October  5,  1864. 
General  :  My  command,  with  Giltner's  brigade,  encamped  last  night 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Liberty  Hill,  except  Generals  Cosby  and  Duke, 
whom  I  sent  by  the  New  Garden  and  Elk  Garden  roads  to  Abingdon. 
My  horses  are  entirely  broken  down.  Unless  I  can  rest  them  for  a  few 
days  and  place  shoes  on  their  feet  tliey  will  be  ruined.  I  have  quite  a 
number  of  men  almost  naked  and  barefooted.  Could  not  some  clothes 
be  found  in  the  department  for  innnecfiate  use?  The  enemy  retreated 
with  such  rapidity  that  we  were  unable  to  intercept  him. 
I  am,  general,  respectfully,  yours,  &(■,., 

JOHN  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  C.  Breckinridge, 

Commanding  Department,  &c. 


No.  12. 


Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  C.   Vanghn,  C.  <S'.  Army,  of  sJcirmishes  at 
Kingsport,  BogersviUc,  and  GreenevUle. 

Headquarters  Vaughn's  Cavalry  Command, 

Near  Abingdon,  October  4, 1864. 
Major  :  I  have  no  certain  information  in  regard  to  the  position  of  the 
enemy  this  side  of  Zollicoffer,  except  small  scouting  parties,  and  none 
of  them  liave  come  as  far  as  Bristol.    1  have  scouts  below  to  ascertain 

*  Not  found. 
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the  enemy's  position.  They  liavc  not  yet  reported.  Citizens  rei)orttlie 
enemy  fortifying  at  ZoiUcoifer.  I  will  liavc  reh'able  information  in  re- 
gard to  enemy's  position  this  evening,  and  will  report  at  once.  I  will 
advance  to  Mitliin  a  few  miles  of  Bristol  to-night.  Sonu'.  of  tlie  home 
gnards  of  my  command  were  fired  on  yesterday  in  neighborhood  of  the 
Many  Sinks.  I  have  sent  a  scont  in  that  direction  to  chastise  them. 
Very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Briijadicr-  General,  Commanding. 
Majcn-  Myeks, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

v.  S. — Please  find  inclosed  note  frf)m  Mr.  Anderson,  of  liristol,  wlio 
is  a  very  reliable  man,  received  since  writing  above. 

J.  0.  VAUGHN. 

[Incl<i.sure.] 

BmsTOL,  Tuesday,  October  4,  1864 — 10  a.  in. 
General  Vaughn: 

Having  opportunity,  write  a  line  to  say  that  upon  reliable  informa- 
tion the  enemy's  force  is  at  Andy  Shell's  and  (Jartcr's  Station.  Yester- 
day evening  they  came  to  Zollicofter  and  set  the  railroad  bridge  on  fire 
in  three  places;  but  little  damage.  They  burned  the  county  bridge 
into  the  water.  They  then  returned  (only  nineteen  men)  to  Carter's. 
They  told  a  citizen  there  they  exjiec^ted  to  leave  to-day  or  to-morrow 
for  Greeneville  or  Bull's  Gap,  recruit  up,  and  come  u])  again.  This 
corresi)onds  with  our  news  of  yesterday.  They  burned  the  bridge  at 
Carter's  on  Monday.  If  you  could  send  a  s(!out  of  100  men,  they  can 
pick  up  squads  of  fifteen  and  twenty,  as  they  are  foraging  over  all  the 
lower  end  of  the  county.  I  hope  you  will  all  be  biujk  in  a  few  days. 
Kespectfully, 

J.  It.  ANDEKSON. 


Neak  Zollicoffec,  October  5,  18(14. 

(Via  Bristol.) 
General:  1  am  near  Zollicofter  with  my  cavalry.  Scouts  gone  to 
the  front.  Enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Carter's  Station.  The  force  alluded 
to  in  your  dispatch  will  enable  me  to  drive  tliem  across  the  river.  My 
artillery  moving  and  near  Bristol.  Send  supplies  and  infantry  force  to 
ZoUicoffer. 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-General. 
General  JiKECKiNiiiDGE. 


Thomas'  Mill, 
Near  Zollicofer,  October  5,  18(14 — 2  p.  m. 
Enemy  gone  from  the  Watauga.    ]\Iajor  i)orti(m  gone  to  Kingsport, 
if  not  all.    Kumor  says  that  they  are  going  to  salt-Avorks.    1  would 
suggest  that  re-enforcements  designated  for  me  be  stopped  at  Bristol 
for  the  present.    AVill  be  able  to  report  facts  soon. 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-  General. 
Major-General  Breckinridge. 
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Bristol,  October  5,  1864. 

No  enemy  this  side  of  the  Watauga  Eiver. 

J.  G.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-  General. 
Major-Geiieral  Breckinridge. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  East  Tennessee, 

Near  Zollicoffcr,  October  G,  lSfi4. 
General  :  Enemy  in  some  force  at  Kingsport  this  morning.    Skir- 
mishing going  on  at  10  a.  m.     1  hope  to  be  able  to  drive  them  back. 

JOHN  O.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

General  Breckinridge. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Forces, 

Near  ZoUicoffer,  October  6,  1861 — 8  p.  m. 
General:  The  force  sent  by  me  to  Kingsport  met  the  enemy  at  that 
point  and  drove  them  across  North  Fork  of  Holston  at  lli  ni.     The 
enemy  in  full  retreat  toward  Rogersvillc. 

Very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  VAUGHN. 
Major-Geueral  Breckinridge, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Western  Virginia  and  Hast  Tentiessee. 


Carter's  Station,  October  8,  1864. 
The  following  dispatch  was  cairtured  by  my  scouts  between  Knox- 
ville  and  Cumberland  Gap: 

General  Buebridgk: 

Yon  ■will  come  on  to  Knoxville  with  all  possilile  dispatch  to  meet  Forrest,  who  is 
operating  in  Middle  Tennessee.  When  you  reach  Knoxville  you  will  1>c  directed  by 
Black  [Sherman]  or  myself  what  course  to  take.  You  will  hasten  ou  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible, aa  it  ia  very  important  Forrest  should  be  checked  at  once. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Sherman : 

SCHOFIELD. 

My  forces  overtook  the  enemy  at  Kogersville;  killed  30  and  wounded 
several. 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-  General. 
General  Breckinridge. 


Carter's  Station,  October  8, 1864. 
Last  heard  of  the  enemy  they  were  inside  of  their  fortifications  at 
Bull's  Gap. 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-  General. 
Major-General  Breckinridge. 
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Headquahtbks  Cavalry,  &c., 

Near  Broylesville,  October  11, 1864. 
Major  :  1  have  moved  my  commiiiid  to  this  place.    Brigadier-Geueral 


ivalry  and  some  lOO-days' 
shall  test  the  strength  of  the  foree  at  the  gap  to-morrow.  In  reference 
to  General  liobertson,  lie  says  that  he  has  orders  to  report  to  General 
Hood;  that  he  was  relieved  by  you  from  duty  in  this  department,  and 
will  act  accordingly.  He  leaves  Jonesborougli  in  four  days  from  to-day. 
I  will  re])ort  to  you  promptly  my  movements,  &c. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Maj.  J.  Stoddard  Johnston, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Near  Blue  Springs,  October  12, 1864. 
I  met  the  enemy  this  morning  in  Greeneville,  whipped  them,  and  am 
in  pursuit.    Captured  some  prisoners ;  killed  and  wounded  many.    Col- 
onel Ho  wan,  of  Sixty-second  Tennessee,  mortally  wounded.    My  loss 
slight.    Captured  H  regimental  colors,  many  horses  and  arms. 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Breckinridge. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Forces, 

Kheatown,  October  13,  1864. 
Major  :  In  addition  to  my  dispatch  of  to-day  from  near  Blue  Springs, 
I  beg  to  state  that  I  attacked  the  enemy  this  moi'uing  at  Greeneville, 
whipping  and  routing  them  and  pursiung-  them  to  within  sight  of  Bull's 
Gap,  killing  and  wounding  some  30  and  cai)turiug  some  25  others, 
together  with  2  stand  of  regimental  colors,  some  75  horses  and  saddles, 
and  about  50  stand  of  arms.  My  casualties,  1  man  killed,  2  slightly 
wtmuded,  and  Colonel  Kowan,  commanding  Sixty-second  Tennessee, 
mortally,  and  will  die.  Finding  the  enemy  re-enforced  Avitli  fresh  troops 
I  have  Avithdrawn  my  command  to  the  vicinity  of  Greeneville  and  this 
])Iace,  it  being  jnuch  I'atigued  and  my  horses  in  need  of  shoes,  &c.  I 
have  sent  coiu'iers  to  Colonel  Palmer,  at  Asheville,  N.  C,  requesting  him 
to  move  across  the  mountain  and  act  iu  conjunction  with  me  against  the 
enemy.  1  regret  to  say  that  General  Kobertson,  commanding  Williams' 
force,  has  positively  refused  to  co-operate  with  or  lend  me  any  aid 
whatever,  and  the  sooner  they  are  ordered  from  the  department  the 
better,  as  tliey  ar(i  straggling  all  over  the  country,  destroying  a  large 
quantity  of  sui)plies  and  forage  around  Jonesborougli,  in  my  rear. 
Permit  me  again  to  call  your  attention  to  sending  me  immediately,  if 
they  have  not  already  been  sent,  some  arms,  saddles,  and  other  equip- 
ments, especially  jnstols,  as  my  brigade  has  never  drawn  any  jiistols 
(except  lifty)ir<)in  the  Ordnance  Department.  Mycommand  is  absolutely 
destitute  of  clothing  and  blankets,  as  a  great  many  of  my  men  are  with- 
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out  blaukcts  and  barefooted.    Many  of  my  men  have  not  been  paid 
their  salary  for  llfteen  months,  and  1  feel  certain  that  proper  estimates 
and  requisitions  have  been  made  for  funds  and  other  supplies. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
Maj.  J.  Stoubard  Johnston, 

A ssistuut  Adjufmit- General. 

ADDKNTIA. 

Hdqks.  Dept.  of  Westekn  Vikginia  and  East  Tenn., 

WytheviJlc,  October  19,  1864. 
Brig-.  Gen.  J.  C.  VAUGHN, 

Commanding,  d;c.  : 
Geneuax  :  The  2  flags  captured*  from  the  Eighth  and  Ninth  Federal 
Tennessee  Cavalry  have  been  received,  togetlier  -with  the  communica- 
tion accompanying  them.  The  inajor-general  commanding  desires  you 
to  convey  to  your  command  his  thanks  for  the  gallantry  displayed  iu 
the  action  in  which  they  were  cajitured,  and  his  special  acknowledg- 
ments of  the  signal  valor  and  daring  of  Privates  kSanmel  H.  Selvidge, 
Obmijauy  C,  Third  Tennessee  Eegiment,  and  Charles  Bent,  Company 
B,  Sixteenth  Tennessee  Battalion,  in  se(!uriiig  the  enemy's  colors.  The 
flags  will  be  forwarded  Avith  the  statements  sent  by  you  apitcnded,  and 
they  will  be  recommended  for  promotion. 

I  am,  general,  very  resjiectfiilly,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  STODDARD  JOHNSTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  13. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  B.  Coshy,  C.  8.  Army,  of  operations  Octo- 
ber 5. 

Headqtjaetetcs, 
At  Hendricls'' ,  on  road  to  Hyter's  Gap, 

October  5,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  instractions  from  (Joiieral  Williams,  received 
this  morning,  I  liaAc  moved  to  this  point  en  route  to  report  at  Abingdon 
to  you.  I  shall  moA'e  in  the  morning  to  Abingdon.  The  quartermaster 
has  been  directed  to  select  a  cam])  about  six  miles  from  town.  The 
horses  are  very  much  jaded  and  a  great  many  unsei'viceable  from  loss 
of  shoes.  1  shall  halt  the  command  at  the  ca'm])  selected,  unless  other- 
wise ordered.  Tlie  night  we  reached  Charley  Smith's  General  Will- 
iams met  me  there  and  took  command.  Tlie  retreat  was  discontinued 
about  six  iniles  beyond  Sandy  liidge.  The  enemy  were  moving  rapidly 
and  could  not  he  I'orced  to  halt  and  form  in  force  to  driAc  back  the  pur- 
suing party.  General  Williams,  I  ]H-esume,  has  given  the  details.  Your 
dispatch  of  the  4th  was  received  this  evening. 

1  am,  very  res]jectfid]y,  ^ 

G.  B.  COSBY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Maj.  W.  B.  Myers, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Abingdon. ' 

*At  OreeiioviUe. 
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No.  14. 

Report  of  Hiinj.  William  Jeiniint/s,  C.  H.  Army,  of  wounded  prisoners  at 

^altville. 

Hdqks.  DEi>a\  OP  Western  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Medical  Director's  Office, 

A  hin(/don,  Va.,  October  8,  1864. 
Sir:  In  replj'  to  yoxiv  note  of  tins  inomiiig  asking  for  tlie  nnmber  of 
wonnded  left  in  onr  Ininds  aftt'v  the  affair  at  Saltvillo,  1  bave  the  honor 
tA)  rei)ort  that  J)8  Avonndeil  are  Jiow  in  the  Emory  and  Henry  Hospital, 
all  that  conld  he  fonnd  on  the  field  up  to  Wednesday  evening,  5th  in- 
stant, at  about  4  o'eloek.  I  lia^-e  understood  unoftieially  that  Brigadier- 
General  Jackson  reports  to  Surgeon  Murfree,  in  charge  of  Emory  and 
Henry  Hospital,  that  he  Avill  send  him  some  7  more  this  evening  or  to- 
morrow, making  the  total  near  100. 
Very  resiiectfuUy, 

WILL.  je:rnings, 

tiurocou  and,  lledi'cal  Director  in  the  Field. 

Maj.  W.  B.  Myers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SEPTEMBER  21-26, 1864.— Expeditions  from  Vicksburg  to  Deer  Creek,  Miss., 
and  skirmishes  (22d-23d)  near  Rolling  Fork. 

KTnPOIiTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Nsipoleou  .1.  T.  iJdua,  U.  S.  Anny,  couimanding  District  of  Vicks- 
burg, including  oiieriitiiiiis  to  October  11. 

No.  2. — Col.  Eniliurj'  D.  Osbaud,  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  coiiinianding  Cavalry 
Forces. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Kapoleon  J.  T.   Iktna,  U.  /S'.  Army,  commanding 
District  of  Yiclshvrg,  inclndiny  operations  to  October  11. 

Headquarters  District  of  Vicksburg, 

Viclisburg,  Miss.,  tSeptemher  27,  1864. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  instant  ;i30  men  of  the  Third 
U.  S.  Colored  Gayalry,  under  command  of  Maj.  J.  B.  Cook,  marched 
from  here,  crossing  the  Yazoo  near  Haynes'  Bluff,  Avith  orders  to  beat 
u]>  the  country  on  Deer  Creek  as  far  as  Egg  I'oint.  They  were  accom- 
])anied  by  one  pie<;e  of  ai'tillery.  On  the  evenhig  of  the  same  day  .350 
men  of  tlui  Fifth  Illinois  ('avalry  embaiked  from  here,  with  or<lers  to 
land  at  Bolivar,  about  200  miles  above  here,  and  move  down  Deer  Creek 
to  meet  the  first  detachment  at  Egg  Toint;  the  Fifth  Illinois  was 
under  command  of  Ma.j.  U.  P.  Mumford;  the  whole  under  command 
of  Col.  E.  D.  Osband,  commanding  cavalry  forces  here.  The  expedition 
was  successful.  Major  Cook,  on  the  22d,  attacked  the  commands  of 
Bradford  and  Montgomery,  numbering  150  men,  nearltolling  Fork,  and 
pursued  them  for  fifteen  miles,  when  they  crossed  the  Sunflower.  He 
occupied  their  camp  at  the  Helen  Johnson  place;  fonnd  there  a  large 
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quantity  of  amrauuitioii,  .soiiio.  iiiuis,  and  sub.sistence  stores,  and  as  they 
Avere  concealed  lie  burned  the  whole  establishment.  On  the  23d  he 
met  Captain  Sutton ,  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  rebels,  with  twelve 
men,  driving  300  head  of  cattle  branded  (J.  S.  He  killed  8  of  the  escort 
and  captured  the  captain  and  4  men,  with  the  cattle.  Owing  to  the  close 
canebrakes  he  only  succeeded  in  bringing  home  about  200  head.  The 
ex]iedition  returned  from  Egg  Point  last  night,  bringing  27  horses,  32 
mules,  and  200  head  of  cattle;  also  1  captain  and  8  men  prisoners. 
The  lebels  lost  15  killed  and  we  did  not  lose  a  man. 

Under  the  mihtia  laws  of  the  State  the  rebels  are  organizing  the 
militia,  fimned  of  exempts.  They  serve,  by  counties,  thirty  days  at  a 
time.  The  Bolivar  County  militia  had  already  served  their  term.  The 
Washington  County  force  was  to  have  organized  on  the  24th,  but  the 
presence  of  this  force  jirevented  them. 

Information  was  obtained  that  a,  battery  of  rifled  artillery,  supported 
by  a  force  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  was  stationed  a  few  miles  above 
Eolivar  Avith  the  purpose  of  firing  on  trans])orts.  It  is  mortifying  to  be 
obliged  to  furnish  supplies  to  the  cultivators  of  leased  plantations  in 
this  section  of  country'  when  reports  are  made  that  they  either  give 
voluntarily  or  have  taken  from  them  at  least  one-half  of  all  they  get. 
Verv  I'espectfully,  youi'  obedient  servant, 

N.  J.  T.  DANA, 

Major-Oeneral. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Chkistensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  JHvision  of  West  Minnsssippi. 


l-lEAUQUAETEKS   DISTRICT   OF  ViCKSBURG, 

Viclishurff,  Miss.,  Octoher  13,  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  summary  of  re- 
cent active  operations  in  this  district,  <!omprising  a  series  of  scouts  or 
raids  into  the  enemy's  lines  from  Bolivar,  on  the  Yazoo,  to  Tunica  Bend, 
on  the  Mississippi  (east  side),  a  distance  of  500  miles,  and  covering  the 
period  from  21st  of  September,  the  time  of  original  departure  from 
Vicksburg,  to  lltli  of  October,  Avhen  the  forces  that  Avere  out  on  expe- 
dition returned  to  their  cainjis : 

The  cavalry  forcjes  Avhicli  accomplished  these  operations  Avere  able  to 
muster  at  the  time  of  my  assnining  command  here  in  the  middle  of 
August  last  only  about  300  men  efl'ectiA'e  for  field  serAM(;e,  but  they 
moved  in  the  recent  expedition  1,100  strong. 

On  the  21st  of  September  Col.  E.  D.  Osband,  Third  U.  S.  Colored 
Cavalry,  commanding  cavalry  forces  at  this  post,  Avent  out  under  my  di- 
rection Avith  detachments  from  his  command,  disposing  of  them  as  fol- 
lows: The  battalion  of  Third  U.  S.  Cavalry,  330  strong,  commanded  by 
Maj.  J.  B.  Cook,  to  marcih  from  here,  Avitli  one  piece  of  artillery,  cross 
the  Yazoo  near  Ilaynes'  Bluff,  and  beat  ny)  the  country  on  Deer  Creek 
as  far  as  Egg  Point.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  battali(m  of  the 
Fifth  Illinois  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Maj.  H.  P.  Muniford,  to  embark 
from  here,  with  orders  to  land  at  Bolivar,  about  200  miles  above  here, 
and  move  down  Deer  Creek  to  meet  the  first  detachmentat  Egg  Point. 
These  movements  Avere  made  as  desired,  and  the  expedition  Avas  suc- 
cessful. On  the  22d  Cook  atta(;ked  the  commands  of  Bradford  and 
Montgomery,  numbei-ing  150  men,  near  Itolling  Fork,  routed  and  pur- 
sued them  for  fifteen  miles,  till  they  crossed  the  SuntloAver.  He  oc- 
cupied their  camp  at  the  Helen  Johnson  place;    found  there  a  large 


Chap.  LI.]  EXPEDITIONS  TO  DEER  CREEK,  MISS.  569 

quantity  of  amuiunition,  souic  arms,  and  subsistence  stores,  and  as  tliey 
were  concealed  in  the  houses  he  burned  the  whole  establishment.    On 
the  23d  he  met  Captain  Sutton,  rebel  commissary,  with  twelve  men, 
driving  300  head  of  cattle  branded  0.  S.     He  killed  8  of  the  escort 
and  captured  the  captain  and  the  remaining  4  men,  with  the  cattle. 
Owing  to  the  dense  canebrake  he  succeeded  in  bringing  home  only 
200  of  the  cattle.    The  ex])edition  arrived  here  from  Egg  Point  on  the 
night  of  the  26th,  bringing  27  horses,  32  nuiles,  and  200  head  of  cattle; 
also  1  captain  and  8  men  as  ])risoners.    The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  15 
killed ;  no  loss  on  our  side.    On  the  night  of  the  29tli  of  September  the 
cavalry  forces  were  again  embarked,  and  left  here  to  operate  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Port  Gibson,  Miss.    The  command  numbered  about  ]  ,100  men, 
under  Colonel  Osband,  and  was  com^^osed  of  detachments  from  the  fol- 
lowing regiments,  viz:  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Fifth  Illinois  Cav- 
alry, Eleventh  Illinois  Cavalry,  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  detach- 
ment with  four  guns  from  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  Battery  Light  Artillery, 
and  detachment  of  the  signal  corjis.    At  the  same  time  an  infantry 
force  was  embarked,  under  command  of  Col.  Charles  A.  Gilchrist,  Fif- 
tieth U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  525  strong,  and  composed  of  detachments 
from  various  regiments,  as  follows :  300  men  from  Fiftieth  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry,  200  men  from  Forty-eighth  U.  S.  Coloi-ed  Infantry,  25  men  from 
Fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery.   Colonel  Os- 
band debarked  at  Bruinsbnrg  on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  and  at  once 
moved  on  to  Port  Gibson,  while  Colonel  Gilchrist  passed  on,  debarked, 
and  aAvait«d  Colonel  Osband  at  Kodney.    In  the  afternoon  our  forces 
found  at  Port  G  ibson  thirty  of  Cobb's  Black  River  Scouts  and  drove  them, 
killing  2  men  and  3  horses,  and  losing  1  man  killed.    Colonel  Osband, 
under  my  orders,  arrested  at  this  place  13  of  the  most  prominent  and 
Avealthy  citizens  to  be  held  as  hostages.    The  next  morning,  October  1, 
he  marched  to  Eodney,  reaching  that  i)lace  at  4  p.  m.,  and  then  trans- 
ferred to  Colonel  Gilchrist,  commanding  the  infantry  forces,  about  125 
head  of  cattle,  CO  mules,  and  the  prisoners  before  mentioned.    Colonel 
Gilchrist  embarked  his  command,  the  property  he  ha<l  received  from 
Colonel  Osband  and  tliat  which  his  own  command  had  collected,  and 
was  on  his  way  uj)  river  at  sunset,  reaching  Vicksburg  in  the  fore- 
noon of  the  2d  instant.    At  4  a.  m.  on  the  2d  instant  Colonel  Osband 
moved  toward  Fayette,  reaching  that  place  at  noon.    There  were  here 
captured  and  destroyed  between  75  and  100  stand  of  arms.    During  the 
day,  as  the  advance  (the  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  Major  Cook) 
neared  Cole's  Creek,  they  dis(!Overed  and  chased  seven  members  of 
Captain  Ruth's  command,  killing  1,  mortally  wounding  1,  and  capturing 
the  remaining  5.     On  the  3d  the  command  moved  again  at  daylight, 
reaching  Natchez  at  10  p.  m.    By  the  way  the  Second  Wisconsin  Cav- 
alry, Major  Dale  commanding,  was  sent  out  on  one  flank,  and  the  Third 
U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry  on  the  other.     Major  Dale's  force,  numberuig 
about  180  men,  encountered  about  200  of  the  enemy  forces,  under  Captain 
Boyd,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Natchez.    In  the  engagement  which 
ensued  7  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  as  our  forces  discovered  in  passing 
over  the  field.      The  loss  on  our  side  was  2  men  slightly  wounded. 
Colonel  Osband  turned  over  to  the  proper  oflicers  at  Natchez,  as  the 
result  of  the  expedition,  350  head  of  cattle,  125  head  of  sheep,  19  mules, 
and  3  horses.    By  so  much  continuous  service  the  cavalry  was  much 
worn,  and  it  was  necessary  to  shoe  about  350  of  tlie  horses,  for  which 
purpose  all  the  private  as  well  as  (iovernment  blacksmith  shops  at 
Natchez  were  at  once  em])loyed.     The  sick,  worn-out,  and  disabled  men 
and  horses  were  immediately  sent  to  Vicksburg. 
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Witli  a  view  to  further  operatiou.s  beyond  and  below  Natchez,  I 
deemed  it  advisable  tliat  1  should  be  at  that  post  to  organize  the  con- 
temj)lated  expeditions,  and  aeeordiugly  reached  there  on  the  1st  instant. 
It  had  been  intended  that  the  cavalry  forces  should  embark  at  Natchez 
on  the  evening  of  the  2d,  but  being  unexpectedly  detained  by  engage- 
ments with  the  enemy  they  could  not  move  in  time  to  receive  the  ben- 
efit of  the  co-0])erative  moA^ement  toward  Clint<ni,  which,  at  my  request, 
was  made  by  Brigadier-General  LawlerfromMorganza,  on  the  3d  instant. 
On  the  4th  the  following  ari'angements  Avere  made:  Golouel  Osband 
Avith  his  original  force,  and  in  addition  a  detachment  of  Fourth  Illinois 
Cavalry  (stationed  at  Natchez),  making  in  all  about  1,200  men,  to  em- 
bark on  the  transports  in  the  evening  and  proceed  to  Tunica  Bend,  110 
miles  down  riA^er,  then  debarking  at  daylight  on  the  5tli  to  proceed  at 
once  to  Woodville  and  beyond;  the  Twenty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry, 
Col.  L.  Kent,  stationed  at  JSTatchez,  about  500  strong,  tn  embark  also 
and  land  at  Tunica  Bend  and  march  across  the  peninsula,  to  Fort 
Adams,  there  to  await  Colonel  Osband;  Col.  B.  (x.  Farrar,  Sixth 
U.  S.  Colored  Artillery  ( Heavy ),with  1,000  infantry  detailed  from  Brig- 
adier-General Brayman's  command  at  post  of  Natchez,  to  proceed  to 
Havard's  Ferry  on  Homoehitto  liiver,  twenty-six  miles  from  Natchez, 
there  to  await  the  cavalry  forces  on  their  return  toAvard  Natchez.  The 
reports  of  the  subordinate  commanders,  herewith  transmitted,  show  how 
satisfactorily  these  operations  A\'ere  executed.  I  notified  General  LaAV- 
ler  of  the  delay  in  my  operations,  and  on  the  5th  he  again  threw  out  a 
force  in  the  direction  of  Clinton. 

Our  forces  found  a  body  of  the  enemy  at  WoodA'ille  on  the  morning 
of  the  6th  instant,  sui'prised  and  partially  surrounded  them,  and  after 
a  short  engagement  routed  them,  Avith  a  loss  to  the  enemy  of  40  killed 
and  41  captured,  including  1  captain  and  1  lieutenant;  also  captured  3 
pieces  of  artillery,  horses,  and  harnesses.  The  loss  on  our  side  was 
nothing.  Woodville  Avas  then  occu])ied,  and  there  Avere  captured  and 
desti'oyed  there  35  stand  of  arms,  35  saddles,  §100,000  Avorth  of  com- 
missary and  quartermaster's  stores  f)f  the  rebel  Government,  consisting 
of  salt,  sugar,  flour,  toba(,'co,  cotton,  (jloth,  &c. ;  also  Avere  captured  a 
rebel  telegraph  office,  Avitli  instruments  complete,  and  mu(;h  mail  mat- 
ter. Our  forces  moved  in  the  evening  of  the  Gtli  to  the  juncticm  of  the 
Pinckneyville  and  Woodville  ronds,  four  miles  from  Fort  Adams, Avhere 
the  prisoners  and  captured  projterty  Avere  turned  over  to  Colonel  Kent, 
commanding  Twenty-ninth  Illinois' Infantry.  Expeciting  to  meet  Col- 
onel Scott's  (rebel)  forces  at  Woodville,  Colonel  Osband  reoccupied  that 
place  the  next  morning.  There  Avas  some  skirmishiiig,  and  1  man  killed 
on  our  side,  but  the  enemy  Avas  not  found  to  be  in  imv.e  anyAvhere  in 
the  vicinity.  On  the  8th  he  marched  from  Buffalo  Creek,  Avhere  he  had 
encamped,  meeting  Colonel  Farrar  at  Jvingston  and  icaching  Natchez 
in  the  afternoon,  (hi  the  march  beyond  Woodville,  Lieut.  Col.  Otto 
Fiuike,  151e\'enth  Illinois  Cavalry,  was  painfully,  but  not  dangerously, 
Avouuded  by  some  bushwhackers  concealed  in  the  thick  brush  near  the 
road.  It  has  snbsequently  appeared  that  in  the  skirnn'sh  of  the  morn- 
ing of  the  7th  our  forces  had  met  PoAvers'  regiment  (rebel),  200  strong, 
and  killed  the  commanding  ofticer,  Major  McKoAven,  and  S  men. 

Colonel  Kent,  marching  from  Tunica,  via  rinckneyville,  reached  Fort 
Adams,  eighteen  miles,  on  CA^ening  of  the  5th.  The  transports  Avere 
ordered  to  await  him  at  that  point,  and  Avhen  he  had  embarked  the 
prisoners  and  property  received  from  the  cavalry,  as  Avell  as  that  Avliich 
he  had  himself  collected,  and  had  for  prudential  reasons  delayed  till  the 
morning  of  the.8th,  he  returned  to  Natchez.    1  approved  his  course  in 
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tarrying  at  Fort  Adams,  as  it  was  not  certain  what  might  be  the  result 
of  Colonel  Osband's  operations.  Colonel  Kent  reports  no  occurrence  of 
importance  on  his  march,  having  seen  only  small  parties  of  the  enemy 
ou  the  march  and  during  his  stay  at  Fort  Adams.  (I  had  directed 
twenty-four  hours'  delay  there  for  the  purpose.)  He  collected  a  consid- 
erable amount  of  property,  and  there  (!ame  to  him  215  contrabands  of 
all  ages  and  sexes.  He  turned  over  to  the  proper  officers  at  Natchez, 
including  the  property  which  the  cavalry  had  captured,  24  horses,  73 
serviceable  mules,  330  beef-cattle,  40  bales  of  cotton,  and  6  wagons, 
readily  convertible  into  army  wagons. 

C'olonel  Farrar's  official  report  has  notyetbeen  received,  but  I  believe 
there  was  nothing  worthy  of  reporting  in  liis  operations,  except  that  he 
received  about  300  cattle.  He  returned  to  Natchez  immediately  upon 
meeting  Colonel  Osband  at  Kingston. 

In  all  these  operations  185  negro  recruits  were  added  to  our  colored 
forces. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  J.  T.  DANA, 

Major  General. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  JJivision  of  West  Missismi)i)i. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Col.  Emhury  1).  Osband,  Third  U.  8.  Colored  Cavalry,  com- 
manding Cavalry  Forces. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Forges, 

Vickshurg,  Miss.,  September  26,  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  pursuance  of  orders 
from  district  headquarters  I  moved  the  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry, 
330  men,  Maj.  .1.  B.  Cook  commanding,  at  daylight  on  the  21st  instant, 
to  Haynes'  lilufl',  at  which  place  they  crossed  the  Yazoo  River  by  the 
steamer  White  Cloud,  marching  twelve  miles  and  entjamping  on  the 
Hill  place. 

On  the  22(1  Major  Cook  attacked  the  commands  of  Bradford  and 
Montgomery,  about  150  strong,  near  lioUiug  Fork,  and  succeeded  in 
driving  them.  He  pursued  them  fifteen  jniles,  when  they  crossed  Sun- 
llower  River.  He  eucam])ed  at  their  cam])  on  the  Helen  Johnson 
place.  At  3  a.  m.  on  tlie  23d  instant  he  burned  all  the  tenements,  out- 
liouses,  stabling,  gin-houses,  &c.,  upon  the  premises,  as  ordered  by  dis- 
trict liead(]uarterR,  destroying  a  large  amount  of  annuunition,  arms, 
and  subsistence  stores,  hidden  on  the  place.  About  midday  of  the  23d 
he  met  Captain  Sutton,  commissary  of  subsistence,  C.  S.  Army,  with 
twelve  men,  driving  300  head  of  cattle  branded  C.  S.,  purchased  for 
the  use  of  the  Confederate  army.  He  killed  8  of  the  escort,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  taking  the  captain  and  4  men  prisoners.  Owing  to  the  dense 
canebrake  he  was  enabled  to  reach  Egg  Point  with  oidy  about  200  of 
the  cattle,  which  Avere  turned  over  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuidevant, 
chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  at  this  i)lace,  as  ordered.  He  also 
captured  18  horses,  19  nmles,  as  appears  by  inclosed  memorandum  re- 
ceipts, marked  A.*    On  the  24tli  the  Third  TJ.  S.  Colored  Cavalry 

'  Omitted. 
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met  the  Fifth  Illinois  Cavalry  at  William  F.  Smith's  i)lace,  and  with 
them  proceeded  to  Vicksbiirg  by  steamer.  The  detachment  of  the 
P^ifth  Illinois  .Cavalry,  350  men,  commanded  by  Maj.  H.  P.  Mumford, 
accinnpanied  by  me,  proceeded  on  the  night  of  the  21st  by  iteamer  B. 
J.  Adams  and  barge  to  Bolivar  Lauding,  reaching  that  pla«e  on  the 
morning  of  the  23(1  at  1)  a.  m.  Disembarking  immediately,  the  com- 
mand moved  in  the  direction  of  Deer  Creek,  met  no  force  of  the  enemy, 
but  learned  that  a  battery  of  artillery,  supported  by  infantry  and  cav- 
alry, was  stationed  at  a  point  a  few  miles  above,  with  intentions  to  fire 
ui>ou  transports.  Troceeding  through  the  country,  capturing  13  mules 
and  9  horses,  as  ])er  memorandum  receipts  marked  B,*  they  suc- 
ceeded in  taking  3  of  the  enemy's  most  important  scouts.  Met  the 
Third  U.  B.  Colored  Cavalry  on  the  24th  at  the  Smith  xdace.  Iteturu- 
ing  to  the  river,  which  the  command  reached  on  the  26th,  I  immediately 
embarked,  and  reached  this  place  at  4  j).  m.  20th. 

The  resiUt  of  the  expedition  may  be  summed  up  as  follows:  No  losses 
upon  our  part.  VVe  have  positive  informatioji  of  a  loss  of  15  killed  on 
the  rebel  side,  and  1  captain  and  S  men  taken  prisoners.  A  list  of  their 
names  is  ai)pended,  marked  C.  t  We  captured  27  horses,  32  mules, 
and  about  200  (;attle,  as  per  memorandum  receipts  A  and  B. 

I  found  the  inhabitants  anxious  for  peace  and  willing  to  accept  it 
under  Federal  rule.  The  State  authorities  are  organizing  the  exempts 
under  the  militia  law  of  tlie  State,  the  Bolivar  County  militia  having 
already  served  the  term  of  thirty  days.  The  Washington  County  militia 
was  to  be  organized  on  the  24th  had  my  forces  not  been  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. The  Issaquena  County  had  iijt  yet  been  ordered  out,  but  will 
probably  be  as  sotm  as  the  Washington  County  udlitia  have  served  their 
term  of  thirty  days. 

Large  amounts  of  corn  have  been  raised  by  the  planters  on  the  entire 
route  of  the  expediti<m,  and  also  a  large  quantity  of  cotton,  the  number 
of  bales  raised  varying  from  30  to  200  per  plantation. 

The  Yazoo  Swamps,  under  which  term  this  part  of  the  State  of 
Mississip])i  is  known,  cannot  be  held  except  by  at  least  500  .cavalry, 
and  Avould  respectfully  recommend  that  no  supplies  be  lauded  to  any 
one  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  below  Yazoo  Pass,  because  they 
either  give  voluntarily,  or  have  taken  from  them  by  force,  at  least  one- 
half  of  all  such  supplies  landed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  OSBAND, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry  Forcen. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Kodgers, 

As.iistant  Adjutant- General. 


SEPTEMBER  26-30,  1864.— Expedition  from  Natchez,  Miss.,  to  Waterproof 

and  Sicily  Island,  La. 

Eeport  of  Briy,   Gen.  Mason  Brayman,   U.   IS.  Army,   covimanding  at 

Natchez,  Miss. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Natchez,  Miss.,  September  30, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  informally  that  the  forces  Avhich  I 
sent  (mt  on  Monday  morning  to  Sicily  Island,  La.,  and  Waterin'oof,  un- 
der Lieut.  Col.  H.  A.  ih^Caleb,  Sixth  U.  S.  t3olored  Heavy  Artillery, 

•Omitted.  t Not  found. 
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returned  this  monuii<>-  without  accident  or  loss,  -with  tlie  following  re- 
sults: 1  rebel  flag,  1  rebel  colonel,  3  rebel  captains,  4  rebel  privates, 
2  rebel  gnerriUas,  25  serviceable  horses,  100  serviceable  mules,  400  fat 
cattle.  If  fresh  beef  is  wanted  above  or  below,  I  can  si)are  200 
animals. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  BRAYMAN, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Rodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


SEPTEMBER  28,  1864.— Skirmish  near  Decatur,  Ga. 

Report  of  Brig.   Gen.  Jacob  1).  Cox,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army 

of  the  Ohio. 

Decatuk,  Heptemher  29,  1864. 
Your  dispatch  received.  Wo  should  have  been  very  glad  to  have 
seen  you.  I  have  a  brigade  of  infantry  out  toward  Stone  Mountain  to- 
day covering  a  foraging  party  and  making  a  reconnaissance.  A  regi- 
ment of  cavalry  accompanies-  them.  An  escort  for  a  train  had  a  skir- 
mish yesterday  with  about  200  rebel  cavalry  five  miles  out  on  the  Cov- 
ington road.  The  rebels  were  driven  off,  losing  3  killed  and  a  few 
wounded.  We  had  1  killed  aud  3  wounded.  This  is  the  largest  hostile 
party  Ave  have  heard  of  this  side  of  Stone  Mountain. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General. 
Major-General  Sherman. 


SEPTEMBER  29-OCTOBER  3,  1864.— Expedition  from  Vicksburg  to  Rod 
ney  and  Fayette,  Miss.,  and  skirmish  (September  30)   at  Port  Gibson. 

KKPORTS.* 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Napoleon  J.  T.  Dana,  U.  S.  Army,  coiiim.indiuf;  District  of  Vioks- 

burg. 
No.  2. — Col.  Embury  D.  OsbancX,  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  command  iiig  Cavalry 

Forces. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  N^apoleon  J.  T.  Dana,   U.  8.  Army,  commanding 

District  of  VicTcsburg. 

Headquarters  District  of  Vicksburg, 

Natchez,  Miss.,  October  3,  JM4. 
On  Friday  morning  last  I  landed  1,000  cavalry  and  a  battery  at 
Eruinsburg,  under  Col.  E.  D.  Osband,  Third  U.  S.  Cavalry  (colored),  and 
at  the  same  time  landed  oOO  colored  infantry  and  two  guns,  under  Col- 
onel Gilchrist,  Fiftieth  U.  S.  Infantry  (colored),  at  Rodney.  The  cavalry 
advanced  iinmedi.ately  to  Port  Gibson,  and  then  marched  from  there  to 
Rodney,  where  they  loaded  on  a  transport  about  200  head  of  cattle,  a 
considerable  number  of  mules,  about  2.")  negro  men  and  some  few  pris- 
oners, which  were  carried  with  Colonel  Gilchrist's  command  back  to 

*  Sec  also  Dana's  report  of  October  13,  p.  56b. 
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Vick.sbm'g.  Colonel  Osband  then  marched  via  Fayette  to  this  place, 
where  he  has  just  arrived,  bringing  in  a  herd  of  cattle,  supposed  to  num- 
ber about  600,  and  quite  a  large  number  of  nniles,, besides  a  few  horses, 
some  negro  men,  and  a  few  pi'isoners.  No  body  of  the  enemy  was  found 
on  the  line  of  march,  and  nothing  heard  to  indicate  that  the  report  made 
by  a  scout  to  Major-General  Herrou  on  the  25th  ultimo,  to  the  ettect 
that  there  was  at  that  time,  or  recently,  near  Rodney  3,000  cavalry 
and  a  regiment  of  infantry,  besides  six  pieces  of  artillery,  Avas  not  incor- 
rect. A  few  of  the  enemy's  scouts  were  killed.  So  soon  as  Colonel  Os- 
band makes  a  report  I  Avill  give  you  more  of  tlie  details.  I  now  propose 
to  disembark  at  JFort  Adams,  at  daylight  on  Wednesday  morning,  1,300 
cavalry,  a  battery,  and  500  infantry,  to  push  on  immediately  to  Wood- 
ville;  from  there  the  infantry  will  return  to  the  transports  with  such 
stock,  &c.,  as  is  gathered,  whilst  the  cavalry  and  artillery  will  proceed 
via  Centreville,  Havard's  Ferry,  and  Kingston  to  this  place.  At  the 
time  the  transports  leave  here  1,000  infantry  and  a  section  of  artillery 
will  march  to  Kingston  and  Havard's  Ferry  to  seize  the  crossings  of  the 
Homochitto  and  meet  the  cavalry.  We  are  getting  now  quite  a  large 
number  of  beef-cattle,  both  here  and  at  Vicksburg,  and  I  have  ordered 
that  all  not  required  for  the  use  of  the  garrisons  within  a  limited  period 
shall  be  sent  to  the  chief  commissary  at  your  headquarters  for  such 
disposition  as  the  major-general  commanding  may  order. 

I  regret  to  say  that  Colonel  Osband,  who  is  a  very  valuable  cavaliy 
officer,  makes  serious  reports  of  the  bad  conduct  of  Lieutenaut  Earl 
and  his  company  of  scouts,  who  were  permitted  to  accomi>any  him  on 
this  expedition.  He  will  make  a  report  and  I  will  forward  it;  mean- 
while I  am  compelled,  although  I  had  invited  Lieutenant  Earl  to  con- 
tinue on  the  expedition,  to  revoke  the  invitation,  and  must  require  him 
not  to  go  in  the  same  direction  during  its  absence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 

N.  J.  T.  DANA, 

3Iajor- General. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensbn, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Biiwion  of  ^Yest  Mississippi. 


Hkadquarters  District  of  Vtoksbtjrg, 

Natchez.,  Mils.,  October  d,  -JBGi. 
Herewith  I  inclose  copy  of  the  report  of  Colonel  Osband  of  his  march 
from  Bruinsburg  to  this  place.  There  were  11  of  the  enemy  killed  ajid 
5  ca])tured,  1  of  t)ur  men  being  killed  and  2  wounded.  There  certainly 
has  been  no  such  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Rodney  as  Avas  reported  by 
the  scout  to  General  Herrou  on  the  25th  ultimo'.  I  have  as  prisoner 
the  C.  S.  cotton  agent  for  the  counties  of  Jetterson,  Adams,  and 
Claiborne;  also  his  book,  which  I  am  making  a  <!oi)y  of,  Avith  the  ijiten- 
tionofsendmg  the  original  to  you.  1  leave  for  Tuniita  this  evening, 
where  1  have  concluded  to  land  my  cavalry  and  artillery,  instead  of  at 
Fort  Adams.  The  infantry  Avill  land  at  Fort  Adams.  I  also  send  at 
daylight  to-morrow  morning  1,000  infantry,  under  Colonel  Farrar,  to 
Havard's  Ferry,  on  the  Homochitto. 
Very  respe(!tfidly, 

N.  J.  T.  DANA, 

T  •     4-  r,  1  ri    m    .-,  Mnjor- General. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 
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No.  2. 

Beport  of  Col.  Embury  I).  O-shand,  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  com- 
manding Cavalry  Forces. 

Heabquaktebs  Cavalry  Expedition, 

Natchez,  Minn.,  October  4,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  pursuant  to  the  orders  of  the 
niaior-general  conimaiulius-,  I  loft  Vicksburg  on  the  night  of  the  29th 
ultimo  with  detachments  from  the  Second  Wisconsin  Volunteers  Fifth 
llhnois  Cavalry,  Eleventh  Illinois  Cavalry,  Third  U,  S.  Colored  Cavalry, 
and  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  Battery.  I  landed  at  Bruinsburg,  Miss.,  at  4 
a.  ni.,  but  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  landing  was  not  able  to  march  until 
1)  a.  m.  I  was  here  joined  by  Lieutenant  Earl,  Avith  32  men,  independent 
scouts  of  Major-General  Canby,  who  voluntarily  reported  to  me  for  duty. 

1  assigned  him  to  a  position  in  the  column  innnediately  in  rear  of  the 
advanced  guard,  because  it  was  the  best  position  for  i)rocuring  infor- 
mation, and  he  could  there  more  readily  co-o]ierat«  with  me  in  carrying 
out  the  plans  of  the  expedition.  We  reached  Port  Gibson  at  4  p.  m.; 
found  there  thirty  of  Cobb's  Black  liiver  Scouts,  charged  them,  killing 

2  men  and  3  horses,  having  1  man  killed.  Took  no  prisoners  on  account 
of  the  tired  state  of  our  horses.  I  here  arrested  (as  per  order)  13  of  the 
most  pronnnent  and  wealthy  citizens  of  Port  Gibson. 

October  1,  inarched  at  6  a.  m.,  reaching  Eodney  at  4  p.  m.,  where  I 
•transferred  to  Colonel  Gilchrist,  commanding  infantry,  about  125  head 
of  beef-cattle  and  GO  mules,  and  the  jmsoners  in  my  possession.  I  am 
comi)elled  to  state  the  acjtion  of  the  two  regiments  of  colored  infantry  at 
Eodney  was  not  .soldier-hke ;  they  plundered  almost  every  house,  tak- 
ing furniture,  clothing,  &c.  October  2,  marched  at  4  a.m.;  reached 
Fayette,  Miss.,  at  12  o'clock.  The  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  and  the 
scouts  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Earl,  formed  the  advance; 
the  advance  were  fired  upon  from  a  house,  whether  by  soldiers  or  citi- 
zens is  not  known.  A  Confederate  cotton  agent  was  chased  by  the  ad- 
vance some  distance  and  captured.  Some  very  valuable  papers  were 
found  upon  him;  those  most  important  were  retained  by  Lieutenant 
Earl,  the  others  are  inclosed.  *  On  the  arrival  of  the  column,  Lieu- 
tenant Earl's  men  were  found  plundering  the  house  from  which  the  shot 
was  fired.  When  ordered  to  desist  they  denied  the  authority  of  any 
one  to  control  their  actions.  Lieutenant  Earl  and  Captain  Woods 
( provost-marshal)  had  some  words  in  reference  to  this  matter,  Lieutenant 
Earl  gTossly  insulting  and  abusing  him.  Lieutenant  Earl  then  rode  up 
the  street  to  wliere  I  stood,  and  in  the  most  ungentlemanly  and  unofiicer- 
like  manner  addressed  me  in  reference  to  his  difficulty  with  Captain 
Woods;  said  that  he  had  captured  a  rebel  mail,  and  ui)on  my  demand- 
ing it,  refused  to  deliver  it  until  he  had  examined  it  himself.  Not  de- 
siring a  difficulty  with  an  officer  enii)loyed  by  Major-General  Canby,  I 
requested  him  to  take  a  I'oad  ujion  my  fiank,  so  that  I  might  not  have 
anj'  further  altercation.  Hi;  said  he  Avould  do  so,  but  rejoined  my  col- 
umn when  four  miles  out  from  the  village.  I  then  ordered  him  to  a 
position  in  the  center  of  the  cobimn,  with  positive  instructions  not  to 
leave  that  position  during  the  remainder  of  the  march.  He  immediately 
left  the  coliinni,  (;oming  to  Natchez,  and  reported  my  action  to  the 
major-general  commanding.  I  did  not  receive  from  him  one  particle  of 
information  during  the  entire  trip.    I  knoAv  of  nothing  that  he  did,  ex- 

'  InclDsnrcs  not  fonml. 
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cept  to  plunder,  take  horses,  and  by  keeping  in  advance  of  the  column, 
enable  the  people  to  drive  away  their  stock  before  the  column  came 
up.  This  statement  I  will  place  in  the  form  of  charges,  and  summon 
every  commissioned  officer  in  my  command  as  witnesses,  provided  the 
major-general  commanding  desires  it.  We  captured  and  destroyed 
at  Fayette  between  75  and  100  stand  of  arms.  As  our  advance,  the 
Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  neared  Big  Cole's  Creek,  they  discovered 
and  chased  seven  members  of  (Japtain  Kuth's  command,  killing  1,  mor- 
tally wounding  1,  and  captured  5.  On  the  3d  of  October  marched  at 
daylight,  sending  the  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry  on  one  flank,  and  the 
Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry  on  the  other.  The  Second  Wisconsin  Cav- 
alry found  about  200  men,  under  ccmimand  of  Cajrtain  Boyd,  killed  7, 
and  had  2  men  slightly  wounded  (see  inclosed  report  *  of  Major  Dale, 
commanding  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry),    lieached  Natchez  at  1  p.  m. 

Inclosed  find  receipts  of  property  captured  and  turned  over  to  the 
proper  officers.* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  OSBAND, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry  Expedition. 

Captain  Miller, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


SEPTEMBER  29-NOVEMBER  13,  1864.— Operations  in  North  Georgia  and 

North  Alabama. 

SXJlMM:.f\.IlY    OW    THE    PKINCII'A.L    EVENTS. t 

Sept.      30, 1864.— Skirraisli  at  Camp  Creek,  Ga. 
Oct.         1, 1861.— Skirmish  at  Salt  Springs,  Ga. 

2, 1864. — Skirmisli  at  the  crossing  of  the  Flat  Rock  and  McDonough  roads,  Ga. 
Skirmishes  at  Shadna  Church  and  Westbrook's,  near  Fairburn,  Ga. 
Skirmish  near  Sand  Monntain,  Ga. 
2-3, 1864. — Skirmishes  at  the  Sweet  Water  and  Noyes'  Creeks,  near  Powder 
Springs,  Ga. 
3, 1864.— Skirmish  at  Big  Shanty,  Ga. 

Skirmish  at  Kenesaw  Water-Tank,  Ga. 
4, 1864. — Skirmish  at  Acworth,  Ga. 

Skirmish  at  Moon's  Station,  Ga. 
4-7, 1864. — Skirmishes  near  Lost  Mountain,  Ga. 
5, 1864. — Engagement  at  AUatoona,  Ga. 

Skirmish  near  New  Hope  Church,  Ga. 
6-7, 1864. — Skirmishes  at  Florence,  Ala. 
7, 18&1.— Skirmish  at  DaUas,  Ga. 
9-10, 1864.— Skirmishes  near  Van  Wert,  Ga. 
10-11, 1864. — Skirmishes  near  Komc,  Ga. 
11-14, 1864.— E.xpedition  from  Atlanta  to  Flat  Creek,  Ga.,  and  skirmi.shes. 

12, 186.1.— Skirmish  at  La  Fayette,  Ga. 
12-13, 1864.— Skirmishes  on  the  Coosaville  road,  near  Rome,  Ga. 
Skirmishes  at  Resaca,  Ga. 
1.3, 1864.— Surrender  of  Tilton,  Ga. 
Surrender  of  Dalton,  Ga. 

Reconnaissance  from  Rome  on  the  Cave  Spring  road,  Ga.,  and  skir- 
mishes. 


*  Inelosures  not  found. 

tOf  some  of  the  minor  conflicts  noted  in  tliis  Summary  no  circumstantial  reports 
are  on  lile. 
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Oct.  13-14, 1864.— Combat  at  Buzzard  Roost  Gap,  Ga. 
15, 1864. — Skirmish  at  Snake  Creek  Gap,  Ga. 
16, 1864.— Skirmish  at  Ship's  Gap,  Ga. 
18, 1864. — Skirmish  near  Summerville,  Ga. 

Skirmish  near  Huntsville,  Ala. 
19, 1864. — Skirmishes  near  Turner's  and  Howell's  Ferries,  Ga. 

Skirmish  at  Ruff's  Station,  Ga. 
20, 1864.— Skirmish  at  Little  River,  Ala. 

Skirmish  at  Blue  Pond,  Ala. 
21, 1864. — Skirmish  at  Leesburg,  Ala. 
23, 1864.— Skirmish  at  King's  Hill,  Ala. 
24, 1864.— Skirmish  near  South  River,  Ga. 
25, 1864. — Skirmish  near  Round  Mountain,  Ala. 
Skirmish  at  Turkeytown,  Ala. 
Skirmish  on  the  Gadsden  road,  Ala. 
26-29, 1864. — Demonstration  against  Decatur,  Ala. 

Expedition  from  Atlanta  to  Trickum's  Cross-Roads,  Ga.,  and  skir- 
mishes (27th)  near  Tricktim's  Cross-Roads  and  Lawrenceville. 
28, 1864. — Skirmish  at  Ladiga,  Ala. 
Skirmish  at  Goshen,  Ala. 
30, 1864.— Skirmish  at  Muscle  Shoals  (or  Raccoon  Ford),  near  Florence,  Ala. 
31, 1864. — Skirmish  near  Shoal  Creek,  Ala. 
Nov.      5-6, 1864.— Skirmishes  at  Shoal  Creek,  Ala. 

6, 1864. — Skirmish  on  the  McDonough  road,  near  Atlanta,  Ga. 
9, 1864. — Skirmish  near  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Skirmish  at  Shoal  Creek,  Ala. 
Skirmish  at  Florence,  Ala. 
10-11, 1864.— Scout  from  Kingston,  Ga. 
11, 1864.— Skirmish  at  Shoal  Creek,  Ala. 

RKPORXS,    ETC.* 

No.     1.— Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Military  Division 

of  the  Mississippi. 
No.     2. — Maj.  Gen.  George  H.Thomas,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Cumberland. 
-Capt.  Samuel  Bachtell,  commanding  detachment  U.  S.  Signal  Corps. 
. — .Journal  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps. 
-Bvt.  Maj .  Gen.  Jefferson  C.  Davis,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourteenth  Armv 

Corps. 
-Brig.  Gen.  William  P.  Carlin,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division. 
-Col.  Harrison  C.   Hobart,  Twenty-first  Wisconsin   Infantry,  commanding 
First  Brigade. 
No.     8. — Lieut.  Col.  David  Miles,  Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  command- 
ing Third  Brigade. 
No.     9.— Capt.  James  H.  Low,  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry. 
No.  10. — Brig.  Gen.  James  D.  Morgan,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division. 
No.  11. — Journal  of  Second  Division. 

No.  12. — Col.  Robert  F.  Smith,  commanding  First  Brigade. 
No.  13. — Capt.  Eben  White,  Sixteenth  Illinois  Infantry. 
No.  14. — Maj.  James  H.  McDonald,  Sixtieth  Illinois  Infantry. 
No.  15. — Capt.  Charles  H.  Richman,  Tenth  Michigan  Infantry. 

'  For  Grant's  referonce.s  to  operations  of  this  period,  see  Vol.  XXXVIII,  Part  I,  pp. 
27-29.  For  report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  Craig,  One  hundred  and  forty-seventk  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry,  from  Sejitember  2  to  November  14,  sec  Vol.  XLIV,  Fart  I. 

37  B  K— VOL  XXXIX,  VT  I 
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No.  16. — Lieut.  Col.  Joel  O.  Martin,  Seventeenth  New  York  Veteran  Infantry. 
No.  17. — Lieut.  Col.  John  S.  Pearee,  Niuety-eiglith  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  Sec- 
ond Brigade. 
No.  18. — Lieut.  Col.  Maris  E.  Vernon,  Seventy-eighth  Illinois  Infantry. 
No.  19. — Capt.  James  R.  McLaughlin,  Ninety -eighth  Ohio  Infantry. 
No.  20. — Lieut.  Col.  James  AV.  Langley,  Onehundred  and  twenty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry, 

commanding  Third  Brigade. 
No.  21. — Brig.  Gen.  Absalom  Baird,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division. 
No.  22. — Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Morgan,  Seventy-fourth  Indiana  Infantry,  Third  Bri- 
gade. 
No.  23. — Brig.  Gen.  Alpheus  S.  Williams,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Twentieth  Army 

Corps. 
No.  24. — Col.  William  Cogswell,  Second  Massachusetts  Infantry,  commanding  post  of 

Atlanta,  Ga. 
No.  25. — Col.  James  L.  Selfridge,  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  commanding 

First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps. 
No.  26. — Maj.  Patrick  Griffith,  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
No.  27. — Col.  Ezra  A.  Carman,  Thirteenth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  commanding  Second 

Brigade. 
No.  28. — Maj.  Frederick  H.  Harris,  Thirteenth  New  Jersey  Infantry. 
No.  29. — Maj.  Alfred  B.  Smith,  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  30. — Col.  William  Hawley,  Third  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
No.  31. — Col.  James  S.  Robinson,  Eighty -second  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  Third 

Brigade. 
No.  32. — Lieut.  Col.  Hezekiah  Watkins,  One  hundred  and   forty-third  New  York 
Infantry. 
-Lieut.  Col.  David  Thomson,  Eighty-second  Ohio  Infantry. 
-Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division. 
-Col.  Ario  Pardee,  jr..  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 

commanding  First  Brigade. 
-Maj.  Myron  T.  Wright,  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Infantry. 
-Lieut.  Col.  Charles  C.  Cresson,  Seventy-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
-Col.  Henry  A.  Barnum,  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  Infantry, 

commanding  Third  Brigade. 
-Maj.  Thomas  Elliott,  Sixtieth  New  York  Infiintry. 

-Lieut.  Col.  Harvey  S.  Chatfiehl,  One  hundred  and  second  New  York  Infantry. 
-Lieut.  Col.  Koort  S.  Van  Voorhis,  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York 

Infantry. 
-Maj.  Nicholas  Grnmhach,  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  Infantry. 
-Brig.  Gen.  William  T.  "\\'ard,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division. 
-Col.  Daniel  Dnstin,  One  hnndred  and  fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding 
Tliird  Divisiim. 

No.  45.— Maj.  Hilnnd  H.  Clay,  One  hundred  and  .secoud  Illinois  Infantry,  First  Bri- 
gade. 
-Maj.  Henry  D.  Brown,  One  hundred  and  fifth  Illinois  Infantry. 
-Maj.  Zaehariah  S.  Ragan,  Sevcmtieth  Indiana  Infantry. 
-Col.  Daniel  Dnstin,  One  hundred  and  fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding 

Second  Brigade. 
-Lieut.  Col.  James  E.  Burton,  Thirty-third  Indiana  Infantry. 
-Maj.  Jefferson  E.  Brant,  Eighty -fifth  Indiana  Infantry. 
-Lieut.  Col.  Edward  Bloodgood,  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
-Col.  Samuel   Ross,   Twentieth   Connecticut  Infantry,  commanding   Third 

Brigade. 
-Lieut.  Col.  Pbilo  B.  Buckingham,  Twentieth  Connecticut  Infantry. 
-Lieut.  Col.  Edwin  H.  Powers,  Fifty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry. 
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No.    55. — Brig.  Gen.  Robert  S.  Granger,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  Northern 

Alabama. 
No.    56. — Col.  Charles  C.  Doolittle,  Eighteenth  Michigan  Infanti'v,  commanding  post 

of  Decatur,  Ala. 
No.    .57. — Capt.  Charles  S.  Cooper,  Battery  D,  Second  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Chief 
of  Artillery. 

-Capt.  Albert  F.  Beach,  Battery  A,  First  Tennessee  Light  Artillery. 

-Lient.  Col.  William  F.  Prosser,  Second  Tennessee  Cavalry. 

-Lieut.  Col.  Harvey  J.  Espy,  Sixty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry. 

-Capt.  Giles  E.  White,  Sixty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry. 

-Capt.  Hanson  D.  Moore,  Sixty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry. 

-Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  B.  Wade,  Seventy-third  Indiana  Infantry 

-Col.  Moses  B.  Houghton,  Third  Michigan  Infantry. 

-Maj.  EdM-in  M.  Hulburd,  Eighteenth  Michigan  Infantry. 

-Capt.  Myron  W.  Reed,  Eighteenth  Michigan  Infantry. 

-Col.  Thomas  Saylor,  Twenty-ninth  Michigan  Infantry. 

-Col.  William  Given,  One  hundred  and  second  Ohio  Infantry. 

-Col.  Thomas  J.  Morgan,  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 

-Lieut.  Col.  Henry  C.  Corbin,  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 

-Maj.  Nicholas  J.  Vail,  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 

-Col.  Lewis  Jounsou,  Forty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  commanding  post  of 
Dalton,  Ga. 

-Brig.  Gen.  Washington  L.  Elliott,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  of  Cavalry. 

-Brig.  Gen.  Kenner  Garrard,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Cavalry  Divis- 
ion. 

-Brig.  Gen.  Judson  Kilpatrick,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Cavalry  Divis- 
ion. 

-Maj.  Gen.  Oliver  O.Howard,  U.S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee. 

-Capt.  James  M.  McClintock,  Chief  Acting  Signal  Officer. 

—Lieut.  William  H.  Sherfy,  U.  S.  Signal  Corps,  commanding  detachment. 

—Lieut.  John  Q.  Adams,  U.  S.  Signal  Corps,  commanding  detachment  at  Alla- 
toona,  Ga. 
No.    80. — Maj.  Gen.  Peter  .J.    Ost^rhaus,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fifteentli  Army 
Corps. 

-Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Hazen,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division. 

-Col.  James  S.  Martin,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Illinois  Infantrj',  command- 
ing Second  Brigade. 

-Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Green  B.  Eanm,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Tliird  Division. 

-Lieut.  Col.  John  E.  Tourtellotte,  Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry,  commanding 
post  of  AUatoona,  Ga. 

-Capt.  Clark  Gray,  Ninety-third  Hlinois  Infantry,  First  Brigade. 

-Maj.  James  C.  Edson,  Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry. 

-Lieut.  Col.  Charles  H.  Jackson,  Eighteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

-Col.  Clark  R.  Wever,  Seventeenth  Iowa  Infantry^,  commanding  Second  Bri- 
gade. 
No.    89. — Capt.  AVilliam  W.  McCammon,  Twenty-fourth   Missouri   Infantry,  Acting 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

-Lieut.  Col.  John  P.  Hall,  Fifty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry. 

-Lieut.  Col.  Samson  M.  Archer,  Seventeenth  Iowa  Infantrj'. 

-Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth  Division. 

-Lieut.  Col.  Roger  Martin,  Sixty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry,  conmianding  First 
Brigade, 
r. — Capt.  Robert  Koeblcr,  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry,  Second  Brigade. 

-Maj.  Wheelock  S.  Merrimau,  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry. 
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-Capt.  William  S.  Boyd,  Sixty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry. 
-Lieut.  Col.  Hector  Perrln,  Seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  Third  Brigade. 
-Lieut.  Col.  William  Hauna,  Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry. 
-Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  J.  Hnrlbut,  commanding  Fifty^seventh  Illinois  In- 
fantry and  Third  Brigade. 
-Maj .  Eric  Forsse,  Fifty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry. 
-Maj.  Joseph  M.  GriflSths,  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry. 
-Capt.  Charles  A.  Cameron,  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry. 
-Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  E.  G.  Ransom,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  detachment 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 
No.  104.— Abstract  from  Journal  of  Brig.  Gen.  Jacob  D.  Cox,  U.  S.  Army,  command- 
ing Twenty-third  Army  Corps  (temporarily)  and  Third  Division,  Twenty- 
third  Army  Corps. 
No.  105.— Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Cooper,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division, 

Twenty-third  Army  Corps. 
No.  106.— General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Military  Division  of 

the  West. 
No.  107.— General  John  B.  Hood,  C.  S.Army,  commanding  Army  of  Tennessee. 
No.  108.— Journal  of  Brig.  Gen.  Francis  A,  Shoup,  C.  S.  Army,  Chief  of  Staff. 
No.  109. — Itinerary  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee. 

No.  110. — Lieut.  Gen.  Stephen  D.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  army  corps. 
No.  111.— Lieut.  Gen.  Alexander  P.  Stewart,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  army  corps. 
No.  112. — Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  G.  French,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division. 
No.  113. — Maj.  Ezekiel  H.  Hampton,  Twenty-ninth  North  Carolina  Infantry,  Ector's 

brigade. 
No.  114.— Col.  David  Coleman,  Thirty-ninth  North  Carolina  Infantry. 
No.  115. — Maj.  James  H.  McEeynolds,  Ninth  Texas  Infantry. 
No.  116. — Lieut.  Col.  Abram  Harris,  Fourteenth  Texas  Cavalry  (dismounted). 
No.  117. — Brig.  Gen.  Claudius  W.  Sears,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  brigade. 
No.  118. — Maj.  Gen.  Edward  C.  Walthall,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division. 
No.  119. — Maj.  Gen.  William  B.  Bate,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division,  Hardee's 
army  corps. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.   William,  T.  Sherman,    U.  8.  Army,  commanding 
Military  TJivision  of  the  Mississippi. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Oa.,  January  1, 1865. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  offer  my  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  armies  under  my  command  since  the  occupation  of  Atlanta,  in  the 
early  part  of  September  last,  up  to  the  present  date. 

As  heretofore  reported,  in  the  month  of  September,  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  Major-General  Thomas  commanding,  held  the  city  of  At- 
lanta, the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Major-General  Howard  command- 
ing, was  grouped  about  East  Point,  and  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  Major- 
General  Schofleld  commanding,  held  Decatur.  Many  changes  occurred 
in  the  composition  of  these  armies  in  consequence  of  the  expiration  of 
the  time  of  service  of  many  of  the  regiments.  The  opportunity  was 
given  to  us  to  consolidate  the  fragments,  reclothe  and  equip  the  men, 
and  make  prepartions  for  the  future  campaign.  I  also  availed  myself 
of  the  occasion  to  strengthen  the  garrisons  to  our  rear,  to  make  our 
communications  more  secure,  and  sent  Wagner's  division,  of  the  Fourth 
Corps,  and  Morgan's  divi.siou,  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  back  to  Chatta- 
nooga, and  Corse's  divisiouj  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  to  Eomej  also  a 
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tlioroiigli  recomiaissaiicewiis  made  of  Atlanta,  aud  a  new  line  of  works 
begun,  whicli  required  a  smaller  garrison  to  hold.  During  this  month 
the  enemy,  Avhom  wo  had  left  at  Lovejoy's  Station,  moved  westward 
toward  the  Chattahoochee,  taking  position  facing  us  and  covering  the 
"West  Point  railroad,  about  Palmetto  Station.  He  also  threw  a  pon- 
toon bridge  across  the  Chattahoochee,  and  sent  cavalry  detachments 
to  the  west,  in  the  direction  of  Carrollton  and  Powder  Si)rings.  About 
the  same  time  President  Davis  visited  Macon,  and  his  army  at  Palmetto, 
and  made  harangues  referring  to  an  acjtive  campaign  against  us. 
Hood  still  remained  in  command  of  the  Confederate  forces,  with 
Cheatham,  S.  D.  Lee,  and  Stewart  commanding  his  three  corps,  and 
Wheeler  in  command  of  his  cavalry,  which  had  been  largely  re- 
enforced. 

My  cavalry  consisted  of  two  divisions.  One  was  stationed  at  Decatur, 
under  command  of  Erigadier-Ueneral  Garrard ;  the  other,  commanded 
by  Brigadier-General  Kilpatrick,  was  posted  near  Sandtown,  with  a 
pontoon  bridge  over  the  Chattahoochee,  from  which  he  could  watch  any 
movement  of  the  enemy  toward  the  west. 

As  soon  as  I  became  convinced  that  the  enemy  intended  to  assume 
the  offensive,  viz,  September  28,  I  sent  Major-Geueral  Thomas,  second 
in  command,  to  Nashville,  to  organize  the  new  troops  expected  to  arrive, 
and  to  make  preliminary  prei)arations  to  meet  such  an  event. 

About  the  1st  of  October  some  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  made  their 
appearance  on  the  west  of  the  Chattahoochee,  and  one  of  his  infantry 
corps  was  reported  near  Powder  Springs,  and  I  received  authentic  in- 
telligence that  the  rest  of  his  infantry  was  crossing  to  the  west  of  the 
Chattahoochee.  I  at  once  made  my  orders  that  Atlanta  and  the  Chat- 
tahoochee railroad  bridge  should  be  held  by  the  Twentieth  Corps, 
Major-General  Slocum,  and  on  the  4th  of  October  put  in  motion  the 
Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps,  and  the  Fourth,  Fourieenth,  and 
Twenty-third  Corps,  to  Smyrna  Camp-Ground,  and  on  the  5th  moved 
to  the  strong  position  about  Kenesaw.  The  enemy's  cavalry  had  by  a 
rapid  movement  got  upon  our  railroad  at  Big  Shanty,  and  broken  the 
line  of  telegraph  and  railroad,  and  with  a  division  of  infantry  (French's) 
had  moved  against  Allatoona,  where  were  stored  about  a  million  of 
rations.  Its  redoubts  were  garrisoned  by  three  small  regiments  under 
Colonel  Tourtellotto,  Fourth  Minnesota.  1  had  anticipated  this  move- 
ment, and  had  by  signal  and  telegraph  ordered  General  Corse  to  re- 
enforce  that  post  from  liome.  General  Corse  had  reached  Allatoona 
with  a  brigade  during  the  night  of  the  4th,  just  in  time  to  meet  the 
attack  by  French's  division  on  the  morning  of  the  5th.  In  person  I 
reached  Kenesaw  Mountain  about  10  a.  m.  of  the  5th,  and  could  see 
tlie  smoke  of  battle  and  hear  the  faint  sounds  of  artillery.  The  dis- 
tance, eighteen  miles,  was  too  great  for  me  to  make  in  time  to  share 
in  the  battle,  but  I  directed  tlie  Twenty-third  Corps,  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Cox  commanding,  to  move  rapidly  from  the  base  of  Kenesaw,  due 
west,  aiming  to  reach  the  road  from  Allatoona  to  Dallas,  threatening 
the  rear  of  the  forces  attacking  Allatoona.  1  succeeded  in  getting  a 
signal  message  to. General  Corse  during  his  fight,  notifying  him  of  my 
presence.  The  defense  of  Allatoona  by  General  Corse  was  admirably 
conducted,  aud  the  enemy  repulsed  with  heavy  slaughter.  His  descrip- 
tion of  the  defense  is  so  graphic  that  it  leaves  nothing  for  me  to  add; 
aud  the  movement  of  General  Cox  had  the  desired  effect  of  causing 
the  withdrawal  of  French's  division  rapidly  in  the  direction  of  Dallas. 
On  the  Gth  and  7th  1  pushed  my  cavalry  well  toward  Burnt  Hickory 
and  Dallas,  and  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  moved  westward,  and 
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iTiferred  that  be  would  attempt  to  break  our  railroad  again  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Kingston.  Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  the  Sth, 
I  put  the  army  in  motion  through  Allatoona  Pass  to  Kingston,  reaching 
that  point  on  the  lOtb.  There  I  learned  that  the  enemy  had  feigned 
on  Kome,  and  was  j)assing  the  Coosa  River  on  a  pontoon  bridge  about 
eleven  miles  below  Eome.  I,  therefore,  on  the  lltli,  moved  to  Home, 
and  pushed  Garrard's  cavalry  and  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  under  Gen- 
eral Cox,  across  tlie  Oostenaula,  to  thresiten  the  flanks  of  the  enemy 
passing  north.  Garrard's  cavalry  drove  a  cavalry  brigade  of  the  eneujy 
to  and  beyond  the  Narrows,  leading  into  the  valley  of  the  Chattooga, 
cai)turing  2  field  pieces  and  taking  some  prisoners.  The  enemy  had 
moved  with  great  rapidity,  and  made  his  appearance  at  Kesaca,  and 
Hood  had  in  person  demanded  its  surrender.  I  had  from  Kingston  re- 
enforced  Eesaca  by  two  regiments  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  I  at 
first  intended  to  move  the  army  into  the  Chattooga  Valley  to  interpose 
between  the  enemy  and  his  line  of  retreat  down  the  Coosa,  but  feared 
that  General  Hood  would  in  that  event  turn  eastward  by  Spring  Place, 
and  down  the  Federal  road,  and  therefore  moved  against  him  at  Eesaca. 
Colonel  Wever,  at  Eesaca,  afterward  re-enforced  by  General  Eaum's 
brigade,  had  re]iulsed  the  enemy  from  Eesaca,  but  he  had  succeeded  in 
breaking  the  railroad  froniTilton  to  Dalton,  and  as  far  north  as  the  tunnel. 
Arriving  at  Eesaca  on  the  evening  of  the  14th,  I  determined  to  strike 
Hood  in  flank,  or  force  him  to  battle,  and  directed  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  (reneral  Howard,  to  move  to  Snake  Creek  Gap,  which  was 
held  by  the  enemy,  while  General  Stanley,  -with  the  Fourth  and  Four- 
teenth Corps,  moved  by  Tilton  across  the  mountains  to  the  rear  of 
Snake  Greek  Gap,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Villanow. 

The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  found  the  enemy  occupying  our  old  lines 
in  Snake  Creek  Gaj),  and  on  the  15th  skirmished  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  him  there  until  Stanley  could  get  to  his  rear.  But  the  enemy 
gave  Avay  about  noon,  and  was  followed  through  the  gap,  escaping 
before  General  Stanley  had  reached  the  farther  end  of  the  pass.  The 
next  day,  the  16th,  the  armies  moved  directly  toward  La  Fayette,  with 
a  view  to  cut  off  Hood's  retreat.  We  found  him  intrenched  in  Ship's 
Gap,  but  the  leading  division  (Woods')  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  rapidly 
carried  the  advanced  posts,  held  by  two  companies  of  a  South  Carolina 
regiment,  making  them  prisoners.  The  remaining  eight  companies  es- 
caped to  the  main  body  near  La  Fayette.  The  next  morning  we  passed 
over  into  the  valley  of  the  Chattooga,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
moving  in  pursuit,  by  La  Fayette  and  Alpine,  toward  Blue  Pond ;  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  by  Snmmerville  and  Melville  Post-OfBce,  to 
Gaylesville,  and  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  and  Garrard's  cavalry  from 
Villanow,  Dirt  Town  Valley,  and  Gover's  Gap,  to  Gaylesville.  Hood, 
however,  was  little  encumbered  with  trains,  and  marched  with  great 
rapidity,  and  had  succeeded  in  getting  into  the  narrow  gorge  formed 
by  the  Lookout  Eange  abiitting  against  the  Coosa  Eiver,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Gadsden.    He  evidently  waiited  to  avoid  a  fight. 

On  the  19th  all  the  armies  were  grouped  about  Gaylesville,  in  the 
rich  valley  of  the  Chattooga,  abounding  in  corn  and  meat,  and  I  de- 
termined to  pause  in  my  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  to  watch  his  movements, 
and  live  on  the  country.  I  hoped  that  Hood  would  turn  toward  Gun- 
tersville  and  Bridgeport.  The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  was  posted  near 
Little  Eiver,  with  instructions  to  feel  forward  in  support  of  the  cavalry, 
which  was  ordered  to  watch  Hood  in  the  neighborhood  of  Will's  Valley, 
and  to  give  me  the  earliest  notice  possible  of  his  turning  northward. 
The  Army  of  the  Ohio  was  posted  at  Cedar  Bluff,  with  orders  to  lay  a 
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pontoon  across  the  Ooosa  and  to  feel  forward  to  Center  and  down  iu 
the  direction  of  Bine  Mountain.  The  Anny  of  the  Cumberland  was 
held  in  reserve  at  Gaylesville,  and  all  the  troops  were  instructed  to 
draw  heavily  for  supplies  from  the  suiTounding  country.  Iu  the  mean 
time  communications  were  opened  to  Kome,  and  a  heavy  force  set  to 
work  in  repairing-  the  damages  done  to  our  railroads.  Atlanta  was 
abundantly  sui>plied  with  provisions,  but  forage  was  scarce,  and  Gen- 
eral Sloexim  was  instructed  to  send  stronj;'  foraging  parties  out  in  the 
direction  of  South  Itiver  and  collect  all  the  corn  and  fodder  possible, 
and  to  put  his  own  trains  in  good  condition  for  further  service. 

Hood's  movements  and  strategy  had  demonstrated  that  he  had  an 
army  capable  of  endangering  at  all  times  my  communications,  but  un- 
able to  meet  me  in  open  fight.  To  follow  him  would  simply  amount  to 
being  decoyed  away  from  Georgia,  with  little  prospect  of  overtaking 
and  overwhelming  him.  To  remain  on  the  defensive  would  have  been 
bad  policy  for  an  army  of  so  great  value  as  the  one  I  then  commanded, 
and  I  was  forced  to  adopt  a  course  more  fruitful  in  results  than  the 
naked  one  of  following  him  to  the  southwest.  I  had  previously  sub- 
mitted to  the  Commander-in-Chief  a  general  plan,  which  amounted 
substantially  to  the  destructioji  of  Atlanta  and  the  raikoad  back  to 
Chattanooga,  and  sallying  forth  from  Atlanta  thiough  the  heart  of 
Georgia  to  capture  one  or  more  of  the  great  Atlantic  seaports.  This  I 
reneAved  from  Gaylesville,  modified  s6mewhat  by  the  change  of  events. 

On  the  2(Jth  of  October,  satisfied  that  Hood  had  moved  westward 
from  Gadsden  across  Sand  Mountain,  I  detached  the  Fourth  Corps, 
Major-General  Stanley,  and  ordered  him  to  proceed  to  Cliattanooga  and 
report  to  Major-General  Thomas  at  Nashville.  Subsequently,  on  the 
3()th  of  October,  I  also  detached  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  Major-General 
Schofield,  with  the  same  destination;  and  delegated  to  Major-General 
Thomas  full  iiower  over  all  the  troops  subject  to  my  command,  except 
the  four  corps  with  which  I  designed  to  move  into  Georgia.  This  gave 
him  the  two  divisions  under  A.  J.  Smith,  then  in  Missouri,  but  en  route 
for  Tennessee,  the  two  corps  named,  and  all  the  garrisons  in  Tennes- 
see, as  also  all  the  cavalry  of  my  military  division,  except  one  division 
under  Brigadier-General  Kilpatridi,  which  was  ordered  to  rendezvous 
at  Marietta.  Brevet  Major-General  Wilson  had  arrived  from  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  to  assume  command  of  the  (;avalry  of  my  army,  and  I 
dispatched  him  back  to  Xashville  with  all  dismounted  detachments, 
and  orders  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  collect  the  cavalry  serving  in  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee,  to  mount,  organize,  and  equip  them,  and  report 
to  Major-General  Thomas  for  duty.  These  forces  1  judged  would  enable 
General  Thomas  to  defend  the  railroad  from  Chattanooga  back,  includ- 
ing Nashville  and  Decatur,  and  give  him  an  army  with  which  he  could 
successfully  cope  with  Hood  should  the  latter  cross  the  Tennessee 
northward.  ^,    ,   ,  ■, 

By  the  1st  of  November  Hood's  army  had  moved  from  Gadsden  and 
made  its  a])pearance  in  the  neighborhood  of  Decatur,  where  a  feint  was 
made:  he  then  passed  on  to  Tuscumbia  and  laid  a  pontoon  bridge  op- 
l)osite  Florence.  I  then  began  my  preparations  for  the  march  through 
Georgia,  having  received  the  sanction  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  for 
carrying  into  effect  my  plan,  the  details  of  which  were  explained  to  all 
my  corps  commanders  and  heads  of  staff  departments,  with  strict  in- 
iunctions  of  secrecy.  I  had  also  connnunicated  full  details  to  General 
Thomas,  and  had  informed  him  I  would  not  leave  the  neighborhood  of 
Kinu-ston  until  he  felt  perfectly  confident  that  he  was  entirely  prepared 
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to  cope  witli  Hood,  should  he  carry  into  effect  his  threatened  invasion 
of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  I  estimated  Hood's  force  at  35,000  in- 
fantry and  10,000  cavalry. 

I  moved  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  by  slow  and  easy  marches  on  the 
south  of  the  Coosa  back  to  the  neighborhood  of  Smyrna  Camp-Ground, 
and  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  General  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  to  Kingston,  whither 
I  repaired  in  person  on  the  2d  of  November.  From  that  point  I  directed 
all  surplus  artillery,  all  baggage  not  needed  for  my  contemplated  march, 
all  the  sick  and  Avounded,  refugees,  &c.,  to  be  sent  back  to  Chattanooga, 
and  the  four  corps  above  mentioned,  with  KUpatrick's  cavalry,  were 
put  in  the  most  efficient  condition  possible  for  a  long  and  difficult 
march.  This  operation  cousumed  the  time  until  the  11th  of  November, 
wlien,  everything  being  ready,  I  ordered  General  Corse,  who  still  re- 
mained at  Rome,  to  destroy  the  bridges  there,  all  foundries,  mills, 
shops,  warehoiTses,  or  other  property  that  could  be  useful  to  an  enemy, 
and  to  move  to  Kingston.  At  the  same  time  the  railroad  in  and  about 
Atlanta,  and  between  the  Etowah  and  the  Chattahoochee,  was  ordered 
t«  be  utterly  destroyed.  The  garrisons  from  Kingston  northward  were 
also  ordered  to  draw  back  to  Chattanooga,  taking  with  them  all  pubhc 
property  and  all  railroad  stock,  and  to  take  up  the  rails  from  Eesaca 
back,  saving  them,  ready  to  be  replaced  whenever  future  interests 
should  demand.  The  railroad  between  the  Etowah  and  the  Oostenaula 
was  left  untouched,  because  I  thought  it  more  than  probable  we  would 
find  it  necessary  to  reoccupy  the  country  as  far  forward  as  the  line  of 
the  Etowah.  Atlanta  itself  is  only  of  strategic  value  as  long  as  it  is 
a  railroad  center;  and  as  all  the  railroads  leading  to  it  are  destroyed, 
as  well  as  all  its  foundries,  machine-shops,  warehouses,  depots,  &c.,  it 
is  of  no  more  value  than  any  other  point  in  North  Georgia;  whereas 
the  line  of  the  Etowah,  by  reason  of  its  rivers  and  natural  features, 
possesses  an  importance  which  will  always  continue.  From  it  all  parts 
of  Georgia  and  Alabama  can  be  reached  by  armies  marching  with 
trains  down  the  Coosa  or  the  Chattahoochee  Valleys.* 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washington  City,  B.  C. 


No.  2. 


Re/port  of  Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  De- 
partment of  the  Cumberland. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Hastport,  Miss.,  January  20,  1865. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command 
from  the  date  of  the  occupation  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  as  follows : 

From  the  7th  to  the  30th  of  September  the  Fourth,  Fourteenth,  and 
Twentieth  Army  Corps,  composing  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  re- 
mained quietly  in  camp  around  the  city  of  Atlanta.  The  enemy  was 
reported  posted  in  the  neighborhood  of  Jonesborough.  During  the 
greater  portion  of  the  above-mentioned  period  an  armistice  existed  be- 
tween the  two  armies  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  prisoners  cap- 
tured on  both  sides  during  the  preceding  campaign. 

*  For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  the  Savannah  campaign,  see  "Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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About  the  20tli  of  September  the  enemy's  cavalry,  under  Forrest, 
crossed  the  Tennessee  River  near  Waterloo,  Ala.,  and  appeared  in  front 
of  Athens,  Ala.,  on  the  23d,  after  having  destroyed  a  portion  of  the  rail- 
road between  the  latter  place  and  Decatur,  Ala.  Considerable  skir- 
mishiu};  took  place,  and  the  garrison,  Colonel  Campbell,  One  hundred 
and  tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  commanding,  withdrew  into  the  fort. 
By  night-fall  the  town  was  completely  invested,  and  the  quartermaster 
and  commissary  buildings  destroyed  by  the  enemy.  On  the  morning 
of  the  24th  the  enemy  opened  on  the  fort  with  a  12-ponnder  battery, 
firing  from  two  directions,  north  and  west,  which  was  answered  by  the 
artillery  of  the  garrison.  Later  two  flags  of  truce  were  received  de- 
manding a  surrender,  which  was  declined  by  Colonel  Campbell,  when 
he  was  requested  to  grant  Major-General  Forrest  a  personal  interview, 
and  complied  with  the  request.  At  this  interview  Colonel  Campbell 
allowed  himself  to  become  convinced  by  the  rebel  commander  that  it 
was  useless  to  contend  against  the  largely  superior  force  of  the  enemy 
confronting  him,  and  was  induced  to  surrender  his  command.  The  gar- 
rison, at  the  time,  consisted  of  450  men  belonging  to  the  One  hun- 
dred and  sixth,  One  hundred  and  tenth,  and  One  hundred  and  eleventh 
U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  and  about  150  men  of  the  Third  Tennessee  Cav- 
alry. Thirty  minutes  after  the  evacuation  of  the  fort  re-enforcements, 
consisting  of  the  Eighteenth  Michigan  and  One  hundred  and  second 
Ohio  Eegiments,  arrived,  and  after  a  severefight  were  also  forced  to  yield. 
Forrest  then  moved  toward  Pulaski,  destroying  the  railroad  as  he  ad- 
vanced, captured  the  garrison  at  the  Sulphur  Branch  trestle,  and  skir- 
mished heavily  all  day  of  the  27th  with  the  garrison  of  Pulaski,  but 
withdrew  toward  night-fall.  Major-General  Rousseau  was  present  at 
Pulaski  during  the  engagement,  having  collected  such  troops  as  he  could 
spare  from  other  points  of  his  command  to  assist  in  staying  the  prog- 
ress of  the  enemy  in  the  destruction  of  our  railroad  communications. 
On  the  29th  Forrest  withdrew  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  rail- 
road after  having  thoroughly  destroyed  it  from  Athens  to  witliin  five 
miles  of  Pulaski,  and  on  the  same  day  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga 
Railroad  was  cut  near  TuUahoma  and  Decherd  by  small  parties  from  his 
command,  sent  out  for  the  purpose;  but  the  road  was  again  in  running 
order  on  the  30th.  As  Forrest  changed  the  scene  of  his  operations 
from  the  Decatur  railroad  over  to  the  one  leading  to  Chattanooga,  Gen- 
eral Rousseau  moved  rapidly  by  rail  around  through  Nashville  to  Tul- 
lahoma,  and  prepared  for  his  reception.  On  the  same  day  (29th  of 
September)  5,000  men  from  the  District  of  the  Etowah,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  B. 
Steedman  commanding,  crossed  to  the  north  of  the  Tennessee  River  to 
check  Forrest's  movements  and  protect  and  keep  open  the  communica- 
tion by  rail  with  Chattanooga.  Newton's  division.  Fourth  Corps,  was 
ordered  from  Atlanta  September  26,  and  replaced  Steedman's  command 
at  Chattanooga  on  the  28th.  Morgan's  division,  of  the  Fourteenth 
Corps,  started  from  Atlanta  for  the  same  purpose  on  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember, and  to  re-enforce  the  troops  operating  against  Forrest. 

In  compliance  with  verbal  instructions  from  Maior-General  Sherman, 
I  left  Atlanta  with  Morgan's  division  to  take  immediate  charge  of  affairs 
in  Tennessee,  and  reached  NashvlUe  October  3. 

On  the  withdrawal  of  Forrest's  troops  from  Athens  a  garrison  was 
sent  out  to  reoccupy  the  post  by  Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Granger,  commanding 
District  of  Northern  Alabama,  w^ho  also  sent  a  scouting  party  from 
Huntsville  toward  Fayetteville  to  locate  the  enemy.  This  party  ascer- 
tained that  Forrest  passed  through  Fayetteville  on  the  night  of  the 
29th,  and  moved  toward  Decherd.    After  passing  Fayetteville,  how- 
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ever,  lie  divided  liis  fbi'(;es,  part  going  south  through  New  Market  to- 
ward Huntsville,  and  tlie  reniaindei',  under  Forrest  in  person,  moved 
through  Lynchburg  toward  Columbia.  The  first  column,  4,000  strong, 
under  Bufbrd,  appeared  in  front  of  Huntsville  during  the  evening  of 
the  30th,  and  immediately  sent  in  a  summons  to  the  garrison  to  surren- 
der, which  the  latter  refused  to  do.  The  enemy  remained  throughout 
the  night  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  and  repeated  the  demand  for  its 
surrender  on  the  morning  of  October  1,  and,  meeting  with  an  answer 
similar  to  the  one  received  on  the  night  previous,  he  moved  off  in  the 
direction  of  Athens,  which  i^lace  was  attacked  by  him  at  about  3  p.  m. 
without  effect,  the  garrison  holding  its  own  nobly.  The  second  column 
(under  Forrest  in  person,  and  estimated  at  3,000  men)  made  its  appear- 
ance near  Columbia  on  the  morning  of  the  1st,  but  did  not  attack  that 
place. 

During  these  operations  of  Forrest  in  Middle  Tennessee  small  par- 
ties of  the  enemy  made  their  appearance  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mc- 
Minnville  and  Liberty,  but  made  no  serious  demonstrations. 

Morgan's  division,  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corjis,  which  started  from 
Atlanta  on  the  29th  of  September,  reached  Stevenson  during  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1st  of  October,  and  pushed  on  toward  Httntsville  immedi- 
ately, reaching  that  place  during  the  night,  and  set  out  for  Athens  at 
an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  repairing  the  railroad  as  it  ad- 
vanced. The  enemy,  under  Buford,  resumed  the  attack  on  Athens  on 
the  2d,  but  was  again  handsomely  repulsed  by  the  garrison,  consisting 
of  the  Seventy-third  Indiana,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wade  commanding. 
Failing  in  this  second  attempt,  Buford  moved  off  toward  Elk  Eiver, 
pursued  by  a  small  force  of  our  cavalry  belonging  to  Geueral  Granger's 
conunand.  The  other  column,  under  Forrest,  started  from  near  Colum- 
bia on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  and  moved  off  in  the  direction  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  paroling  all  his  prisoners  before  his  departure.  During  his 
stay  in  the  neighborhood  he  destroyed  about  five  miles  of  railroad  be- 
tween Carter's  Creek  and  Spring  Hill,  including  three  bridges.  The 
enemy's  intention  to  make  good  his  escape  to  the  south  side  of  the  Ten- 
nessee Eiver  being  now  evident,  directions  were  given  to  General  Mor- 
gan, at  Athens,  to  move  with  his  division  toward  Bainbridge  and  en- 
deavor to  secure  the  crossing  at  that  place  in  advance  of  Forrest, 
whilst  General  Eousseau,  already  on  the  way  to  Columbia  from  Nash- 
ville with  a  force  of  4,000  mounted  men,  hastily  collected  together,  was 
to  push  after  the  enemy  through  Mount  Pleasant,  and  press  him  in  the 
rear.  Croxton's  brigade  of  cavalry  started  from  Farmington,  and, 
moving  throiigh  Lewisburg,  pursued  a  southwesterly  course  toward 
Lawrenceburg.  The  above  was  the  position  of  the  troops  on  the  morn- 
ing of  October  3.  On  the  same  day  information  reached  me  that  Maior- 
General  Washburn,  with  3,000  cavalry  and  1,500  infantry,  was  moving 
up  the  Tennessee  Eiver  to  participate  in  tlie  operations  against  For- 
rest. Directions  were  sent  him  on  the  4th  to  leave  his  infantry  at 
Johnsonville,  move  with  his  cavalry  by  water  to  Clifton,  and  thence 
across  the  country  toward  Pulaski,  joining  Geueral  Eousseau's  column 
at  that  point.  Lieutenant-Commander  Forrest,  U.  S.  Navy,  command- 
ing the  naval  force  on  the  upper  Tennessee,  was  requested  to  send  some 
gun-boats  down  the  river  to  Florence,  Ala.,  and  endeavor  to  prevent 
the  enemy  crossing  in  that  vicinity,  if  the  high  stage  of  water  then 
])revailing  in  the  Tennessee  would  admit  of  his  crossing  the  upper 
shoals  with  his  gun-boats.  Morgan's  division  reached  Eogersville 
during  the  evening  of  the  4th,  having  been  delayed  in  crossing  the 
Elk  Eiver,  and  on  the  same  night  Forrest  passed  through  Lawrence- 
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btirg-.  A  report  was  received  that  Buford's  (jominand  succeeded  in 
crossing  the  Tennessee  River  at  Brown's  Ferry  on  the  3d  instant. 
On  the  6th  General  Wasliburn  reached  Waynesborough,  still  moving 
eastward,  and  on  the  same  day  came  up  with  the  enemy's  rear  guard  at 
Shoal  Creek  bridge  and  skirmished  with  it  slightly,  but  still  not  in 
time  to  prevent  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  from  safely  effecting  a 
crossing  of  the  Tennessee  at  Bainbridge.  Thus  both  columns  of  the 
enemy  succeeded  in  escaping,  although  closely  pursued  by  our  fonjes. 
On  the  8th  directions  Avere  sent  to  General  Eousseau  to  destroy  all 
ferry-boats  and  other  means  of  crossing  the  river,  and  then  move  his 
command  below  Florence  to  await  further  orders.  At  the  same  time 
General  Morgan  was  directed  to  return  to  Athens.* 

Pending  these  operations  in  Tennessee  the  whole  aspect  of  aifairs 
about  Atlanta  had  undergone  a  change.  Hood  had  crossed  the  Chat- 
tahoochee River,  and  had  sent  one  corps  of  his  army  to  destroy  the  rail- 
road between  Atlanta  and  Marietta,  which  he  had  effectually  accom- 
plished for  a  distance  of  over  twenty  miles,  interrupting  all  communi- 
cations between  the  forces  in  Tennessee  and  the  main  army  with  General 
Sherman  in  Georgia.  He  then  moved  around  south  of  Rome  to  the  west 
side  of  the  Coosa  River,  and,  taking  a  northeasterly  course,  marched 
toward  Summerville  and  La  Fayette,  threatening  Chattanooga  and 
Bridgeport. 

The  following  dispositions  were  made  on  the  11th :  Croxton's  cavalry 
brigade  was  to  move  to  some  point  sufficiently  near  his  supplies  at 
Athens,  and  not  too  far  removed  from  the  Tennessee  River  to  protect 
the  crossings  from  Decatur  down  as  far  as  Eastport;  Morgan's  division, 
of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  to  move  without  delay  from  Athens  to  Chatta- 
nooga by  rail,  and  Steedman's  command  following  Morgan's  from  Deca- 
tur to  Bridgeport.  General  Rousseau's  troops  were  recalled  from  below 
Florence,  and  ordered  to  concentrate  at  Athens  without  delay.  The 
l)istrict  of  Northern  Alabama,  comprising  the  posts  of  Decatur,  Hunts- 
ville,  Steveuson,  and  intermediate  points,  was  left  with  its  ordinary 
garrisons,  and  our  whole  attention  turned  toward  Hood's  movements  in 
Northern  Georgia. 

On  the  12th  the  enemy's  cavalry  attacked  Eesaca,  but  the  place  was 
resolutely  held  by  Watkins'  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  tlie  railroad  bridges 
saved  from  destruction.  The  same  day  Brigadier-General  Wagner  re- 
ported from  Chattanooga  the  enemy's  cavalry,  250  strong,  had  occupied 
La  Fayette,  Ga. ;  whereupon  instructions  were  sent  him  to  call  in  the 
detachments  at  Tunnel  HiU,  Ringgold,  and  intermediate  points  along 
the  railroad  between  there  and  Chattanooga,  and  quietly  make  prepara- 
tions to  defend  his  post. 

On  the  13th  one  corps  of  Hood's  army  appeared  in  front  of  Dalton, 
and  a  summons  to  surrender,  signed  by  Hood  in  person,  was  sent  in  to 
Colonel  Johnson,  Forty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  commanding  the 
garrison.  Colonel  Johnson,  being  convinced  of  the  uselessness  of  con- 
tending against  so  overwhelming  a  force  of  the  enemy,  and  knowing 
there  was  no  succor  at  hand,  complied  with  the  demand. 

On  the  14th  Morgan's  division  reached  Chattanooga,  and  General 
Steedman's  command  arrived  at  Bridgeport,  where  he  received  orders 
to  i)roceed  to  Chattanooga.  After  remaining  at  Dalton  one  day,  during 
which  he  destroyed  about  five  miles  of  railroad,  the  enemy  moved  off 
to  the  westward,  through  Nickajack  Gajj,  to  rejoin  the  remainder  of 

*  For  other  reports  of  operations  during  Forrest's  raid  into  North  Alabama  and 
Middle  Teimeesee,  see  p.  504. 
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Hood's  army  near  Summerville,  to  whicli  point  he  had  been  followed  by 
General  Sherman  with  the  Fourth,  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth,  and  Seven- 
teenth Army  Corps,  the  Twentieth  Corps  having  been  left  behind  at 
Atlaaita  to  hold  the  place.  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  Major- 
General  Sherman,  Morgan's  division,  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  and 
Wagner's,  of  the  Fourth,  were  sent  i'rom  Chattanooga  to  rejoin  their 
respective  commands  at  Summerville.  A  force  of  1,500  men  was  set 
to  work,  under  the  direction  of  Col.  W.  W.  Wright,  chief  engineer  U. 
S.  military  railroads,  to  repair  the  railroads  south  of  Chattanooga, 
there  being  twenty -four  miles  of  rails  and  ties  totally  destroyed,  besides 
several  important  bridges  carried  away  by  high  water;  yet,  with  char- 
acteristic energy  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Wright  and  Capt.  J.  C.  Van 
Dnzer,  superintendent  of  military  telegraph,  the  repairs  were  rapidly 
carried  forward. 

Telegraphic  communication  with  Atlanta  was  restored  on  the  21st, 
and  trains  commenced  running  regularly  on  the  28th.  On  the  latter 
date  the  enemy  was  at  Gadsden,  Ala.,  whilst  General  Sherman's  forces 
were  at  Gaylesville,  both  armies  remainiug  inactive  and  watchful  of  the 
other's  movements.  Whilst  at  the  latter  place  Special  Field  Orders, 
No.  105,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  was  issued  by  General 
Sherman,  and  the  substance  of  it  sent  to  me  by  telegraph,  as  follows: 

In  the  event  of  military  movements  or  the  accidents  of  -war  separating  the  general 
in  command  from  his  military  division,  Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  commanding 
the  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  will  exercise  command  over  all  the  troops  and 
garrisons  not  absolutely  in  the  presence  of  the  general-in-chief. 

A  written  communication,  received  a  few  days  previous,  in  which  I 
was  instructed  to  remain  in  Tennessee  and  defend  the  line  of  the  Ten- 
nessee River,  gave  a  detailed  account  of  his  plans  for  a  camjpaign  into 
the  heart  of  Georgia.  The  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  Corps  of  my 
command  were  ta  go  with  General  Sherman,  the  Fourth  Corps  remain- 
ing with  me  in  Tennessee.  My  instructions  were  to  pursue  the  enemy 
if  he  followed  General  Sherman's  column,  but,  in  any  event,  to  hold 
Tennessee.  On  the  26th  the  enemy's  infantry  made  its  appearance  in 
strong  force  in  front  of  Decatur,  Ala.,  and  during  the  afternoon  attacked 
the  garrison,  but  not  vigorously,  and  without  effect.  Ke-enforcements, 
amounting  to  two  full  regiments,  were  sent  from  Chattanooga  to  Gen- 
eral Granger  at  that  point,  and  he  was  directed  to  hold  his  post  at  all 
hazards.  On  the  27tli  .the  enemy  commenced  intrenching  his  position 
around  Decatur,  working  steadily  throughout  the  day,  and  skirmishing 
continually,  but  no  artillery  was  used.  At  night  their  camp-ftres 
showed  a  heavy  force.  Tinder  cover  of  the  darkness,  and  with  a  strong 
force,  the  enemy  drove  in  our  pickets  and  established  a  line  of  rifle- 
pits  within  500  yards  of  the  town.  On  the  28th  a  sortie  was  made 
by  a  part  of  the  garrison,  which  advanced  under  cover  of  the  guns 
of  the  fort  down  the  river-bank  and  around  to  the  rear  of  the  enemy's 
pits,  clearing  them  of  their  occupants  and  capturing  120  prisoners  be- 
longing to  Cheatham's  division,  besides  killing  and  wounding  a  num- 
ber. The  same  day  the  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Colonel  Mor- 
gan connnanding,  carried  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  up  the  river, 
after  driving  off  the  supports;  the  guns  were  spiked, and  the  command 
returned  to  Decatur.  Our  loss  was  3  officers  killed,  and  several  ofiScers 
and  men  wounded.  General  Granger  estimated  the  force  opposing  him 
at  one  cori^s,  and  his  scouts  informed  him  there  was  also  a  corps  at  War- 
renton,  Ala.,  with  Kussell's  brigade  of  cavalry  at  Guntersville,  on  the 
river;  Eoddey's  division  of  cavalry  was  picketing  the  south  side  of  the 
Tennessee  from  Decatur  to  Tuscumbia,  and  Forrest,  with  the  main 
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force,  was  reported  at  Oorintli,  Miss.,  with  outposts  at  Eastport  and 
along  the  west  bank  of  the  Tennessee.    On  the  29th  General  Granger 
reported  the  enemy  in  his  front  to  be  withdrawing  from  Decatur  toward 
Oomtland.    The  same  day  General  Croxton,  commanding  the  brigade 
of  cavalry  picketiug  the  north  bank  of  the  Tennessee  River,  reported 
the  enemy  crossing  at  the  mouth  of  Cypress  Creek,  two  miles  below 
Florence,  stating  at  the  same  time  that  he  would  move  with  all  the  force 
he  could  spare  to  drive  the  enemy  back.    Directions  wei'e  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Hatch,  conimanding  division  of  cavalry,  at  Clifton,  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  Tennessee,  to  move  to  the  support  of  Croxton  at  Florence,  impress- 
ing upon  both  commanders  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  enemy  from 
crossing  to  the  north  side  of  the  river  until  the  Fourth  Corps,  already 
on  its  way  from  General  Sherman  in  Georgia,  could  arrive  and  get  into 
position  to  meet  him.    Hood's  plans  had  now  become  evident,  and  from 
iuforniation  gained  through  prisoners,  deserters,  and  other  sources,  his 
intention  was  to  cross  into  Middle  Tennessee.    To  enable  him  to  supply 
his  army  he  had  been  repairing  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Eailroad  for  some 
time  previous,  and  trains  were  now  running  as  far  north  as  Corinth  and 
thence  east  to  Cherokee  Station,  bringing  his  supplies  by  that  route 
from  Sehna  and  Montgomery.    The  advance  division  (Wood's)  of  the 
Fourth  Corps  reached  Athens  on  the  31st,  the  other  two  divisions 
of  the  corps  following  along  rapidly.    The  Twenty-third  Corps,  Maj. 
Gen.  J.  M.   Schofleld  commanding,  having  been  ordered  by  Major- 
General  Sherman  to  take  post  at  Kesaca  and  report  to  me  for  orders, 
was  inmiediately  ordered  by  me  to  Pulaski  (as  soon  as  I  learned  Hood 
had  appeared  in  force  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee),  and  was 
also  on  its  Avay  to  Tennessee,  moving  in  rear  of  the  Fourth  Corps. 
The  enemy  effected  a  lodgment  for  his  infantry  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Tennessee,  about  three  miles  above  Florence,  on  the  31st,  notwithstand- 
ing Croxton's  endeavors  to  drive  him  back,  and  his  cavalry,  in  large  force, 
pressed  Croxton  across  Shoal  Creek  to  its  east  bank.    Orders  were  im- 
mediately sent  to  General  Stanley  to  concentrate  the  Fourth  Corps  at 
I'nlaski  and  await  further  instructions.    In  the  mean  time  Forrest  was 
moving  eastward  from  Corinth,  Miss.,  and  from  Paris,  Tenn.,  making 
his  appearance  on  the  28th  at  Fort  Heiman,  an  earth- work  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Tennessee,  about  seventy-five  miles  from  Paducah,  where  he 
captured  gun-boat  No.  ~hi  and  two  transports  on  the  31st,  having  pre- 
viously burned  the  steamer  Empress.    His  force  was  composed  of  seven- 
teen regiments  of  cavalry,  with  nine  pieces  of  artillery.    On  the  2d  of 
November  he  had  succeeded  in  planting  batteries  above  and  below  John- 
HDUville  (one  of  our  bases  of  supplies  on  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  and  the 
western  tenninus  of  the  Northwestern  railroad),  completely  blockading 
tli(!  river  and  isolating  at  that  place  three  gun-boats,  eight  transports, 
and  about  a  dossen  barges.    The  garrison  was  composed  of  about  1,000 
men  of  the  Forty-third  Wisconsin,  Twelfth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  and  a 
detachment  of  the  Eleventh  Tennessee  Cavalry,  all  under  command  of 
Col.  C.  K.  Thompson,  Twelfth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops.    The  naval  forces, 
under  command  of  Lieut.  E.  M.  King,  attacked  the  enemy's  batteries 
below  Johusonville,  but  were  repulsed  after  a  severe  contest,  but  not 
I'efore  they  recaptured  from  the  enemy  one  of  the  transports  above 
juentioned,"  having  on  board  two  20-poutider  Parrott  guns,  and  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  quartermaster's  stores,  and  forcing  the  enemy  to 
destroy  the  gun  boat  No.  55,  captured  on  the  31st  of  October.    On  the 
4th  the  enemy  opened  on  the  gun-boats,  transports,  and  on  the  town 
from  batteries  posted  on   the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  to  which 
the  artillery  of  the  garrison  and  the  gun-boats  gave  a  brisk  response, 


590  KT.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  LI. 

The  latter  becoming  disabled,  and  as  great  fears  were  entertained  of 
tbeir  being  seized  by  the  enemy,  it  was  resolved  to  fire  them,  as  also 
the  transports,,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  his  hands.  In  carrying  this 
into  operation,  theiiames  spread  to  the  buildings  of  the  commissary  and 
quartermaster's  departments,  and  also  to  a  large  amount  of  stores  on  the 
levee,  soon  converting  the  wliole  into  a  mass  of  ruins.  The  loss  to  the 
Government,  as  far  as  estimated,  is  set  down  at  $1,500,000,  of  which 
about  $300,000  belong  to  tlie  subsistence  department,  and  the  re- 
mainder to  the  quartermaster's  department.  I  believe  that  there  was 
no  cause  to  apprehend  that  the  enemy  could  effect  a  crossing  at  John- 
sonville,  and  the  destru(!tion  of  property  was  consequently  unnecessary. 
On  the  morning  of  the  5th  the  enemy  again  opened  fire  on  the  garri- 
son, and  after  a  furious  cannonade  of  more  than  an  hour's  duration 
withdrew  from  his  position  across  the  river  and  disappeared.  He 
crossed  the  Tennessee  above  Jolinsonville  by  means  of  two  large  flat- 
boats  constructed  by  his  men  and  two  small  boats  belonging  to  one  of 
the  g-un-boats,  and  then  moved  off  in  the  direction  of  Clifton.  Major- 
General  Schofield,  with  the  advance  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  arrived 
in  Nashville  on  the  5th,  and  was  immediately  started  toward  Johnson- 
ville  by  rail,  reaching  that  place  the  same  night,  and  found  the  enemy 
had  already  retreated.  Directions  were  then  sent  General  Schofield  to 
leave  a  sufficiently  strong  force  for  the  defense  of  that  point,  and  with  the 
balance  of  his  command  proceed  to  carry  out  the  instructions  already 
given  him,  viz,  to  join  the  Fourth  Corps  at  Pulaski,  and  assume  command 
of  all  the  trooi)S  in  the  vicinity,  watch  the  movements  of  Hood,  and  retard 
his  advance  into  Tennessee  as  much  as  possible,  without  risking  a  gen- 
eral engagement,  until  Maj.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith's  command  could  arrive 
from  Missouri,  and  Maj.  Gen.  J.  H.  Wilson  could  have  time  to  remount 
the  cavalry  regiments  dismounted  to  famish  horses  for  Kilpatrick's 
division,  which  was  to  accompany  General  Sherman  in  his  march 
through  Georgia.  At  this  time  I  found  myself  confronted  by  the  army 
which,  under  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  had  so  skillfully  resisted  the  ad- 
vance of  the  whole  active  army  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Missis- 
sippi  from  Dalton  to  the  Chattahoochee,  re-enforced  by  a  well-equipped 
and  enthusiastic  cavalry  command  of  over  12,000  men,  led  by  one 
of  the  boldest  and  most  successful  commanders  in  the  rebel  army. 
My  information  from  all  sources  confirmed  the  reported  strength  of 
Hood's  army  to  be  from  40,000  to  45,000  infantry,  and  from  12,000 
to  15,000  cavalry.  My  effective  force  at  this  time  consisted  of  the 
Fourth  Corps,  about  12,000,  under  Maj.  Gen.  D.  S.  Stanley;  the 
Twenty -third  Coriis,  about  10,000,  under  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield; 
Hatch's  division  of  cavalry,  about  4,000;  Croxton's  brigade,  2,500,  and 
Capron's  brigade  of  about  1,200.  The  balance  of  my  force  was  dis- 
tributed along  the  railroad,  and  posted  at  Murfreesborough,  Stevenson, 
Bridgeport,  Huntsville,  Decatur,  and  Cliattauooga,  to  keep  open  our 
communications,  and  hold  the  posts  above  named  if  attacked,  until  they 
could  be  re-enforced,  as  up  to  this  time  it  was  impossible  to  determine 
which  course  Hood  Avould  take— advance  on  Nashville  or  turn  toward 
Huntsville.  Under  these  circumstances  it  was  manifestly  best  to  act  on 
tlie  defensive  until  sufficiently  re-enforced  to  justify  taking  the  offensive. 
My  plans  and  wishes  were  fully  explained  to  General  Schofield,  and, 
as  subsequent  events  will  show,  properly  appreciated  and  executed  by 
him. 

From  the  1st  to  the  10th  of  November  the  enemy's  position  at  Flor- 
ence had  remained  materially  unchanged.  He  had  laid  a  pontoon 
bridge  by  mooring  it  to  the  piers  of  the  old  raikoad  bridge,  at  that 
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place,  and  Lad  crossed  over  one  corps  of  infantry  (S.  D.  Lee's)  and  two 
divisions  of  cavalry;  the  other  two  corps  (Stewart's  and  Cheatham's) 
"were  still  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  His  cavalry  had  pushed  out 
to  Shoal  Creek,  stirmishing  continually  with  Hatch's  and  Croxton's 
commands  along  the  line  of  that  stream,  but  showing  no  disposition  to 
advance  beyond. 

General  Sherman's  uncertain  position  at  Kingston,  Ga.,  where  he 
still  remained  in  camp,  had  much  to  do  with  detaining  the  enemy, 
doubtless  causing  considerable  speculation  as  to  his  future  movements. 
On  the  12th  of  JSTovember  communication  with  General  Sherman  was 
severed,  the  last  dispatch  from  him  leaving  Cartersville,  Ga.,  at 
2.25  p.  m.  on  that  date.  He  had  started  on  his  great  expedition  from 
Atlanta  to  the  sea-board,  leaving  me  to  guard  Tennessee  or  to  pursue 
the  enemy  if  he  followed  the  commanding  general's  column.  It  was 
therefore  with  considerable  anxiety  that  we  watched  the  forces  at  Flor- 
ence, to  discover  what  course  they  would  pursue  with  regard  to  General 
Sherman's  movements,  determining  thereby  whether  the  troops  under 
my  command,  numbering  less  than  half  those  under  Hood,  were  to  act 
on  the  defensive  in  Tennessee,  or  take  the  offensive  in  Alabama.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  M.  Sawyer, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  tlie  Mississippi. 


Report  of  Gapt.  Samuel  Bachtell,  commanding  detachment  U.  S.  Signal 

Corps. 

Signal  Depaetment,  Army  op  the  Cumberland, 

Atlunta,  Ga.,  October  31,  1864. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  oper- 
ations of  the  signal  detachment  under  my  command  during  the  month 
of  October,  1864: 

Finding  the  distance  between  the  stations  at  Atlanta  and  Kenesaw 
Mountain  to  be  too  great  for  successful  working,  I  made  an  effort  to  get 
a  guard  for  the  purj)ose  of  i)utting  an  intermediate  station  on  Vining's 
Hill,  near  the  Chattahoochee,  but  before  I  had  secured  a  guard  for  that 
inirpose  I  was  informed  by  Major-General  Slierman  that  a  guard  would 
be  unnecessary  at  that  time,  as  troops  would  be  passing  to  the  rear  to 
guard  our  communications  against  a  flank  movement  of  the  rebel  forces, 
and  that  the  movement  of  our  troops  would  protect  the  station.  1  at 
once  ordered  Capt.  A.  S.  Cole  on  duty  there.  He  reached  the  point 
early  and  established  communication  on  the  1st  instant.  About  this 
time  I  received  a  verbal  order  from  Major-General  Sherman  tore])ort  to 
him  for  duty  and  bring  all  the  available  force  that  I  could.  On  the  4tli 
we  marched.  I  reported  to  the  general  conmianding  Avith  six  ofticers  and 
the  equipments  of  four  more,  then  absent,  expecting  them  to  join  me  on 
the  march.  I  now  sent  Lieut.  J.  B.  Foraker  to  assist  Capt.  A.  S.  Cole 
on  Tining's  Hill,  and  Lieut.  H.  W.  Howgate,  with  Lieut.  H.  K.  Flook,  to 
report  to  Major-General  Stanley  for  duty.  I  also  sent  Lieut.  H.  H.  Bur- 
ton to  Marietta  tooi^en  communication  with  Kenesaw  Mountain  station, 

*  For  continuat.iou  of  report,  relating  to  Frankliii,  NashviUe,  etc.,  see  Vol.  XLV, 
Parti. 
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keeping  Lieuts.  H.  Ayers  and  John  L.  Jones  with  me  at  headquarters 
Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi.  About  this  time  our  communica- 
tion was  interrupted  by  the  enemy  getting  in  our  rear,  about  Big  Shanty, 
cutting  our  railroad  and  telegraph  lines.  It  now  became  necessary  to 
use  the  signal  line  over  their  heads  to  order  re-enforcements  from  Eome 
to  AUatoona,  which  latter  place  they  now  threatened  in  force.  The  or- 
ders were  promptly  transmitted  and  the  troops  enabled  to  reach  AUa- 
toona in  time  to  save  it  from  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands  on  the  5th 
instant.  Having  reached  Kenesaw  Mountain  on  this  day,  communica- 
tion was  established  Avith  headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps  and  after- 
ward with  the  forces  on  Pine  Mountain,  which  station  was  worked  by 
Lieuts.  H.  W.  Howgate  and  H.  E.  Flook.  Communication  was  also 
established  with  headquarters  Twenty- third  Army  Corps  and  with  head- 
quarters Army  of  the  Tennessee  through  Kenesaw  Mountain  to  the  head- 
quarters Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  within  a  mile  of  the  moun- 
tain, and  kept  for  several  days.  A  reconnoitering  force  being  sent  to 
Lost  Mountain  I  ordered  Lieut.  H.  W.  Howgate  to  accompany  the 
same.  On  arriving  at  the  mountain  top  he  established  communication 
with  Kenesaw  and  reported  observations  made,  and  sent  report  of  the 
reconnaissance  made  by  General  Baird.  The  station  on  Kenesaw  was 
now  worked  by  Lieutenants  Fish  and  James  H.  Connelly.  Lieut.  T.  B. 
Kelley  was  ordered  to  assist  in  working  some  of  the  lines,  now  six  in 
number.  On  the  5th  instant  General  Corse  having  defeated  the  enemy 
at  AUatoona,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  he  sent  by  signal  a  partial 
and  brief  report  of  the  battle.  No  other  means  of  communication  be- 
tween these  two  points.  Many  messages  and  orders  of  importance 
were  sent  over  this  line,  and,  as  I  think,  in  a  manner  generally  satisfac- 
tory to  the  major-general  commanding.  On  the  8th  communication  with 
Pine  Mountain,  headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  was  broken  up 
in  consequence  of  the  troops  moving.  I  ordered  Lieut.  H.  W.  Howgate 
to  open  communication  from  Acworth  to  AUatoona  and  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  which  was  promptly  done.  On  the  9th  communication  from 
headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  to  Kenesaw  Mountain 
was  broken  up.  The  major-general  commanding  moved  to  AUatoona  on 
the  9th  instant.  I  now  found  that  the  station  at  AUatoona  was  worked 
alone  by  Lieut.  J.  Q.  Adams.  Owing  to  the  wooded  nature  of  the 
country  and  the  rapid  movement  of  the  troops  nothing  of  any  impor- 
tance was  done  until  we  reached  Eome,  where,  on  the  13th  instant, 
General  Cox  was  sent  out  on  a  reconnaissance,  and  communication  was 
established  between  his  troops  by  Captain  McCreary  and  Lieut.  H. 
Ayers,  at  Eome,  then  tlie  headquarters  of  the  major-general  command- 
ing. Over  this  line  a  number  of  messages  passed  in  the  form  of  reports 
and  orders.  As  soon  as  the  troops  returned  at  night  the  Une  was 
broken  up.  Another  reconnaissance  was  also  pushed  down  the  east 
side  of  the  Coosa  Eiver  on  the  same  day  under  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Corse.  With  this  force  1  sent  Lieut.  H.  W.  Howgate.  He  was 
enabled  to  make  some  observations.  Our  only  means  of  communication 
with  Atlanta  was  now  by  telegraph  to  AUatoona,  and  from  there  to 
Atlanta  by  signal,  a  distance  of  about  thirty-five  miles,  until  the  tele- 
graph line  was  rebuilt.  From  this  tune  the  officers  were  employed  in 
making  observations  and  scouting  constantly  until  we  arrived  at  Gayles- 
ville,  Ala.,  when  the  pursuit  after  the  enemy  ended.  Here  established 
a  line  from  headquarters  Mihtary  Division  of  the  Mississippi  to  head- 
quarters Army  of  the  Tennessee,  some  five  mUes,  and  also  to  headquar- 
ters Army  of  tlie  Ohio  uiwn  tlicir  arrival  at  Cedar  Bluff',  on  the  Coosa, 
some  twelve  miles.  To  effect  this  J  placed  a  station  on  a  small  moun- 
tain near  by  called  Potato  HiU,  from  which  place  the  three  abovc-najacd 
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points  could  be  seen.  I  instructed  Lieut.  H.  W.  Howgate,  the  ofiQcer  on 
Potato  Hill  station,  as  well  as  the  other  officers  on  the  Une,  that  it  must 
positively  be  a  repeating  line,  and  in  reference  to  which  I  am  most 
happy  to  state  the  work  done  on  this  line,  though  limited,  was  accu- 
rately and  rapidly  performed,  and  for  the  manner  in  which  it  was  per- 
formed is  due  to  Lieutenant  Howgate,  who  was  intrusted  with  the 
charge  of  the  intermediate  stations.  I  was  here  joined  by  Capt.  A.  S. 
Cole,  who  was  relieved  from  duty  at  Vining's  Station  by  Lieut.  H.  H. 
Burton,  who  was  on  duty  at  Marietta,  the  latter  being  relieved  by 
Lieut.  J.  B.  Foraker,  a  newly  detailed  officer,  who  was  now  fully  able 
to  take  charge  of  a  station  alone.  Lieut.  James  H.  Connelly  was  re- 
lieved on  Kenesaw  Mountain  by  Lieutenant  Weirick,  and  joined  me  at 
the  same  time.  I  was  also  joined  at  the  same  time  by  Lieuts.  J.  L. 
HoUopeter  and  William  Quinton,  who  just  returned  from  leaves  of  ab- 
sence. On  the  27th  day  of  October  the  army  moved  toward  Rome,  and 
the  lines  of  communication  were  broken  up.  About  this  time  I  received 
orders  from  Major-General  Sherman  (a  copy  of  which  I  send  you)  re- 
lieving Capt.  A.  S.  Cole,  Lieuts.  H.  Ayers,  H.  W.  Howgate,  John  L. 
Jones,  James  H.  Connelly,  J.  B.  Foraker,  and  Charles  H.  Messenger,  and 
myself  temporarily  from  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
ordering  them  under  my  charge  to  report  to  the  major-general  com- 
manding. On  reporting  he  gave  me  verbal  orders  to  take  charge  of 
all  the  signal  parties  of  his  command  in  the  coming  campaign.  I  at  once 
set  about  making  preparations  to  make  up  a  party  for  Major-General 
Sherman's  army.  On  reaching  Eome  [there  was]  no  need  of  any  signal 
duty  being  done.  On  the  25th  I  left  for  Atlanta  to  personally  superin- 
tend the  necessary  preparations  for  the  march. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  deem  it  but  due  to  the  officers  and  men  under 
my  command  to  say  they  performed  well  and  faithfully  their  duty  on 
every  occasion,  always  on  the  alert,  seeking  an  opportunity  to  do  duty 
and  to  make  observations.  They  have  held  isolated  stations  with  little 
or  no  guard  in  close  proximity  to  the  enemy,  as  was  the  case  with  Capt. 
A.  S.  Cole  and  Lieut.  J.  B.  Foraker  on  Vining's  station,  and  afterward 
on  the  same  station  Lieut.  H.  H.  Burton  and  Lieutenant  Fish,  and 
James  H.  Connelly  on  Kenesaw  Mountain  station.  None  of  these  offi- 
cers or  their  men  were  found  wanting  when  danger  stared  them  in  the 

SAMUEL  BACHTELJj, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer,  U.  8.  Army. 
Lieut.  Col.  WiLLiAJVi  J.  L.  Nicodemus, 

Acting  Chief  Signal  Officer,  U.  S.  Army. 


No.  4. 
Journal  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corpn.* 

ATLANTA,   GA. 

October  5—9  p.  m.,  received  a  dispatch  from  Major-General  Sherman, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

Headquaeters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Atlanta,  Octobtr  S,  1S64. 
[General  D.  S.  Stanley:] 

Move  your  command,  with  orders  for  your  wagons  to  follow  with  ten  days'  rations, 
to  Chattahoochee  bridge  andin  the  direction  of  Marietta  as  far  as  the  rebel  intrench- 

*Kept  by  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  S.  FuUerton,  assistant  adjuta,nt-general  and  chief  of 
staff.     See  explanatory  foot-note, Vol.  XXXVIIl,  Part  I,  p.  839. 
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ments  about  Smyrna  Camp-Ground.  Open  communication  with  General  Elliott, 
■who  is  over  toward  the  Sweet  Water  and  Noyes'  Creek,  and  communicate  with  me 
promptly  any  matters  of  importance  by  telegraph  from  the  bridge. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 

It  is  reported  that  General  Hood  has  crossed  two  corps  of  infantry 
over  the  Chattahoochee  Eiver  about  twenty  miles  sonth  of  Atlanta,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Newnan,  and  that  he  will  attemi)t  to  pass  around  our 
right  flank  for  tlie  purpose  of  getting  on  the  Atlanta  and  Chattanooga 
Eailroad  between  Chattahoochee  River  bridge  and  AUatoona  Moun- 
tain, and  thus  cut  off  our  only  line  of  communication  with  the  rear. 
This  movement  is,  therefore,  to  be  made  to  prevent  such  a  catastrophe. 
Major-General  Thomas,  commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  has 
gone  to  Tennessee  to  drive  the  rebel  General  Fori-est  off  of  the  Nash- 
ville and  Alabama  Eailroad  and  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Eail- 
road. He  has  taken  with  him  one  division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps 
and  the  Second  Division  of  this  corps.  During  his  absence  Major-Gen- 
eral Stanley  will  be  in  command  of  such  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland as  may  be  in  the  field.  10  p.  m.,  sent  instructions  for  division 
commanders  to  move  for  Chattahoochee  Eiver  bridge  at  daylight  in  the 
morning;  to  take  ten  ammunition  wagons  A^ith  each  division  and  fif- 
teen ambulances;  also,  one  wagon  to  accompanyeach  regiment,  the  supply 
train  to  follow  the  Second  Division  of  the  corps,  to  park  for  the  night 
on  the  south  side  of  Chattahoochee  bridge  and  to  move  to  Smyrna 
Camp-Ground,  starting  from  there  at  daylight  the  next  morning. 

October  3— 5  a.  m.,  the  corps  moving  from  camp,  the  First  Division, 
temporarily  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Whitaker,  leading,  fol- 
lowed by  the  Third  Division,  temporarily  commanded  by  Colonel  Post. 
6  a.  m..  General  Stanley  called  at  General  Sherman's  headquarters. 
General  Sherman  told  him  to  move  right  on  to  Smyrna  Camp-Ground 
and  to  get  there  to-day;  that  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  temporarily  com- 
manded by  General  Cox,  would  foUow  and  take  position  on  our  right, 
and  that  the  two  divisions  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  near  Atlanta, 
Major-General  Davis  commanding,  would  follow  and  take  position  on 
our  left,  at  this  place.  He  further  said  that  General  Eansom,  com- 
manding Seventeenth  Corps,  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  made  a 
reconnaissance  yesterday  to  Fairburn  and  found  that  there  was  one 
corps  of  Hood's  army  on  the  east  side  of  the  Chattahoochee  Eiver,  be- 
tween Jonesborough  and  the  river,  and  that  the  other  two  corps  had 
crossed  the  river.  He  (Sherman)  supposed  these  two  corps  were  moving 
around  to  get  on  the  railroad  between  Marietta  and  AUatoona  Moun- 
tain. General  Kilpatrick,  who  is  about  Sweet  Water,  was  fighting  the 
enemy's  cavalry  yesterday,  and  he  reports  that  the  enemy's  infantry 
was  then  reported  to  be  about  Dark  Corner  or  moving  toward  Powder 
Springs.  10  a.  m.,  head  of  our  column  arrived  at  Chattahoochee  bridge. 
Part  of  General  Elliott's  cavalry  Avas  crossing  and  our  troops  halted. 
Eeported  to  General  Sherman  that  there  was  nothiog  new;  had  heard 
nothing  from  Kilpatrick  or  of  the  enemy.  10  a.  m.,  received  dispatch 
from  General  Sherman,  stating  that  he  had  signal  messages  from  Kenesaw 
Mountain  and  AUatoona  Mountain,  and  that  all  is  quiet;  that  General 
Davis  is  following  the  Fourth  Corps,  and  if  Elliott  can  get  to  Powder 
Springs  and  Dallas  he  may  not  give  General  Stanley  any  more  troops, 
but  he  wants  him  (General  Stanley)  to  make  the  road  from  Chatta- 
hoochee Eiver  to  AUatoona  Mountain  and  Etowah  bridge  all  secure. 
10.30  a.  m..  General  Sherman  sent  dispatch  stating  that  he  leaves  it  to 
the  option  of  General  Vandever  (who  is  commanding  brigade  at  Marl- 
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etta)  to  move  to  Kenesaw  and  near  there,  as  "Marietta  is  a  place  not 
essential."  11.20  a.  m.,  received  dispatch  from  General  Sherman  to 
General  Stanley  saying — "Develop  Hood's  plans.  Keep  infantry  well 
in  hand,  and  I  will  keep  the  Armies  of  the  Ohio  and  Tennessee  ready  to 
start  at  a  moment's  notice."  11.25  a.  m.,  the  corps  crossing  i^e  Chat- 
tahoochee River.  2  p.  m.,  received  Special  Field  Orders,  [No.  83,]  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy  :* 

2.30  p.  m.,  the  two  divisions  (First  and  Third)  of  the  Fourth  Corps 
arrived  at  Smyrna  Camp-Ground  and  took  up  a  position  as  indicated 
iu  the  above  order,  the  right  resting  Avhere  the  works  occupied  by  the 
enemy  on  the  4th  of  July  last  crosses  the  Marietta  and  Atlanta  dirt 
road  and  railroad,  and  the  line  in  its  general  direction  facing  nearly 
west.  Three  brigades  in  line  of  battle  and  three  in  reserve.  5  p.  m., 
an  officer  (staff)  reported  from  General  Vandever,  says  that  General 
V[andever]  sent  scouts  out  ten  miles  west  of  Marietta,  but  he  could  find 
nothing,  and  General  V[andever]  Avishes  to  know  whether  to  remain  in 
Marietta  or  to  go  to  Kenesaw  Mountain.  Sent  Avord  back  for  him  to  re- 
main in  Marietta.  Have  not  yet  heard  from  Generals  Davis  or  Elliott. 
Our  telegrai)h  operator  cannot  make  the  wire  work  between  here  (Smyrna 
Camp-Ground)  and  Atlanta.  6  p.  m..  General  DaAus  reports  that  he 
has  arrived  at  the  Chattahoochee  River  bridge  and  cannot  proceed  any 
farther  to-night;  that  he  will  go  into  camp,  one  division  on  this  side  of 
the  river  and  one  on  the  other.  6.30  p.  m.,  sent  telegram  to  General 
Sherman,  via  Chattahoochee  bridge,  stating  that  we  arrived  here  at 
2.20  p.  m. ;  have  communicated  with  General  Vandever ;  that  General 
Davis  is  at  Chattahoochee  bridge  and  Elliott  not  yet  heard  from;  also, 
"  if  Hood  shoAvs  any  disposition  to  turn  east  I  (General  Stanley)  will 
move  to  Lost  Mountain  in  the  morning."  11.30  p.  m.,  telegraph  work- 
ing. Received  dispatch  fi'om  General  Vandever,  at  Marietta,  who  says 
that  one  of  his  scouts  just  in  reports  that  citizens  say  that  Hood  had  a 
large  infantry  force  at  Powder  Springs  this  evening  and  is  moving 
north  toward  Dallas,  and  has  ten  days'  rations  with  him. 

SMYRNA  CAMP-GKOUND,  GA. 

October  4. — 6.10  a.  m.,  telegraphed  to  General  Sherman  the  report  ot 
General  Vandever's  scout,  and  that  General  Elliott  has  not  yet  reported, 
and  asking  for  information  of  Hood's  whereabouts.  We  will  not  move 
from  this  point  until  we  hear  from  General  Elliott  or  of  the  whereabouts 
of  General  Hood,  or  get  instructions  to  that  effect  from  General  Sher- 
man. 8.15  a.  m.,  received  dispatch  from  General  Sherman  stating  that 
he  heard  from  Elliott  last  night,  who  was  on  the  Sandtown  and  Alla- 
toona  road,  and  reported  that  he  would  push  for  Dallas  to-day;  that 
Hood  is  reported  with  infantry  at  Powder  Springs  and  Dallas,  and  his 
cavalry  is  on  our  road  above  Marietta.  He  (Sherman)  further  states 
that  he  will  be  here  to-day  and  move  to  Kenesaw.  Cox  and  Howard 
moved  at  daylight,  and  will  march  to  Smyrna  to-night,  and  send  word 
to  Vandever  to  move  his  force  to  KenesaAV  and  leave  a  picket  in 
Marietta.  8.30  a.  m.,  sent  word  to  General  Vandever  as  above  directed ; 
also  telegraphed  Colonel  Hayes  to  bring  up  train  from  Chattahoochee 
bridge  to  this  place;  also  asked  General  Sherman,  "Shall  I  (General 
Stanley)  move  to  the  Avest  of  Kenesaw  and  tell  Davis  to  follow  ?"  9  a.  m., 
General  Vandever  reports  that  the  signal  officer  on  Kenesaw  Moun- 
tain says  that  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  is  burning  the  railroad  on  both 
sides  of  Big  Shanty.  9.40  a.  m.,  received  dispatch  from  General  Elliott, 
dated  0.15  this  morning,  two  miles  from  Powder  Springs.    He  states 

*  For  full  text  of  orders  (here  omitted),  see  Part  III. 
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that  Kilpatrick  found  the  enemy  strongly  barricaded.  Citizens  say 
rebel  infantry  intrenched  at  Powder  Springs.  Two  deserters  from 
Stewart's  corps  say  they  (the  enemy)  left  Lost  Mountain  yesterday  morn- 
ing for  the  railroad"  and  Kingston,  and  that  he  has  sent  a  command 
to  feel  its  way  to  Big  Shanty,  between  Lost  Mountain  and  Kenesaw, 
and  he  will  follow  with  his  whole  command  to  Dallas  or  go  to  Big 
Shanty,  as  information  gained  may  make  it  necessary.  General  Van- 
dever  moving  to  Kenesaw  Mountain  from  Marietta.  9.40  a.  m..  General 
Vandever  reports  from  Marietta  that  General  Elliott  is  near  by  with  his 
force,  moving  on  Big  Shanty  to  attack  the  enemy.  9.50  a.  m.,  ordered 
the  corps  (Fourth)  to  make  preparations  to  move  at  once.  10  a.  m., 
received  dispatch  from  General  Sherman  at  Chattahoochee  bridge, 
saying: 

Move  to  Little  Kenesaw  and  wcvSt  of  it,  taking  a  strong  position.  If  you  can  com- 
municate -n-ith  Elliott  tell  him  in  my  name  to  interpose  with  his  whole  cavalry  force 
between  Dallas  and  AUatooua  and  strike  toward  any  force  in  the  direction  of  Ac- 
worth.  General  Howard  is  here  and  General  Cox  expected  every  moment.  I  will 
push  them  forward  to-night  to  Smyrna  Camp-Ground.  Leave  a  small  brigade  there 
until  Howard  or  Cox  arrives  to  cover  your  trains  and  keep  communication.  I  will 
either  be  at  Smyrna  or  Marietta  to-night.     Please  answer. 

Did  not  send  word  to  Elliott,  as  he  is  doing  what  General  S[herman] 
wishes  him  to  do.    10.20  a.  m.,  sent  word  to  General  Davis  to  follow 
this  corps,  and  to  leave  a  brigade  at  this  point  until  Howard  or  Cox  ar- 
rives.   11  a.  m.,  the  column  moving  on  the  road  that  leads  to  Marietta, 
the  Third  Division  leading,  followed  by  the  Second.    Ten  ammunition 
wagons  and  ten  ambulances  accompany  each  division.    One  wagon  for 
each  regiment  follows  the  troops.    The  artillery  follow  the  troops  and 
precede  the  ammunition  train.    3.  p.  m.,  head  of  column  arrived  at 
Little  Kenesaw  Mountain  and  commenced  to  go  into  line  in  the  aban- 
doned rebel  works.  Wood's  (Third)  division  on  the  right  and  Whitaker's 
(First)  on  left.    4  p.  m.,  Davis'  two  divisions  coming  in  on  our  left.    From 
the  top  of  Kenesaw  we  can  see  the  enemy  destroying  the  road  between 
Big  Shanty  and  Acworth.    About  one  corps  of  infantry  can  be  seen  and 
two  or  three  [additional]  brigades  of  infantry.    5  p.  m.,  received  3  i)ris- 
oners  from  General  Elliott,  who  belong  to  Lee's  corps,  of  Hood's  army. 
They  say  that  Lee's,  Stewart's,  and  Hardee's  corps  are  in  our  front,  and 
SteM'art's  corps  is  tearing  up  the  railroad.    General  Elliott  also  reports 
that  his  line  now  extends  from  the  railroad  to  the  Dallas  road,  with 
Kilpatrick's  division  in  reserve  to  cover  his  left.    5.30  p.  m.,  telegraphed 
to  General  Sherman,  at  Smyrna  Camxi-Ground,  stating  the  information 
gained  from  prisoners  and  describing  our  position.    8  p.  m.,  received 
dispatches  from  General  Sherman,  who  says  that  he  will  concentrate 
the  whole  army  at  Kenesaw  Mountain  to-morrow  and  move  upon  tlie 
enemy  wherever  he  may  be  found.    He  further  states  that  Howard 
(Army  of  the  Tennessee)  is  at  Smyrna  Camp-Ground,  and  Cox  (Army  of 
the  Ohio)  is  at  Chattahoochee  bridge,  and  Howard  and  Davis  (who  has 
not  yet  come  up  here)  will  go  to  Kenesaw  to-moriow  by  the  Sandtown 
road.    He  also  directed  General  Stanley  to  send  word  to  General 
Elliott  to  harass  the  rebel  corps  on  the  railroad  as  much  as  possible 
to-night  (such  instructions  were  at  once  sent  to  General  Elliott),  and  to 
build  fires  on  Kenesaw  to  indicate  that  a  large  force  is  there.    He  says 
Hood  has  left  a  large  force  at  Campbellton,  but  that  the  bulk  of  his 
army  is  in  our  front.    8  p.  m.,  received  second  dispatch  from  General 
Sherman  directing  General  Stanley  to — 

Make  a  feint  on  Pine  Mountain  in  the  morning  with  a  view  to  prevent  an  attack 
on  AUatooua,  which  I  wish  to  avoid.  My  opinion  is  they  don't  want  to  tight,  but 
ytant  to  interrupt  our  commuuicatiou. 


Chap.  LI.]  NORTH  GEORGIA  AND  NORTH  ALABAMA.  597 

8.30  p.  m.,  General  Stanley  sent  telegTam  to  General  Sherman  stating 
that  he  thought  the  greater  part  of  the  enemy  is  north  of  the  Marietta 
and  Dallas  road,  and  that  he  thinks  he  can  easily  go  to  Pine  Mountain 
to-morrow. 

LITTLE    KENESAW  MOUNTAIN. 

October  5. — 6.30  a.  m.,  published  order  of  day.  Troops  to  march  at  7 
a.  m.,  the  First  Division,  with  one  battery  of  artillery,  right  in  front,  the 
Third  Division  left  in  front.  Each  division  to  take  ten  ambulances  and 
five  ammunition  wagons.  The  object  of  the  march  is  to  make  a  feint 
on  Pine  Top  Mountain.  7.30  a.  m..  General  Sherman  called  at  head- 
quarters and  told  General  Stanley  to  order  up  General  Davis'  two 
divisions  to  connect  with  his  left  at  or  about  Pine  Top  Mountain  as  soon 
as  he  should  arrive  there  (Pine  Top  about  six  miles  from  Little  Kene- 
saw).  8  a.  m..  General  Sherman  issued  an  order  putting  General  Davis' 
command  under  command  of  General  Stanley,  thus  giving  General 
S(tanleyl  command  of  the  troops  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  oper- 
ating in  this  movement.  8.30  a.  m.  head  of  column  arrived  at  Wallace's 
house,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Kenesaw,  and  here  halted,  to  let  the 
cavalry  go  ahead,  until  10.30  a.  m.  10.30,  left  Wallace's  house.  11.45, 
halted  at  Jack's  house  to  let  the  cavalry  pass  out  of  our  way.  At  this 
time  General  Elliott  reports  that  Hardee's  corps  is  coming  from  Powder 
Springs,  and  that  Stewart's  and  Lee's  corps  are  toward  the  railroad. 
12.15  p.  m.,  directed  General  Whitaker  to  halt  his  command  at  this 
point  (his  is  the  leading  division),  and  to  send  a  brigade  on  a  recon- 
naissance to  Pine  Top.  12.30  p.  m.,  dispatched  to  General  Sherman,  on 
Kenesaw,  General  ElUott's  report  of  rebel  movements — the  same  re- 
ceived at  11.45  a.  m.  12.30  p.  m..  Colonel  Bennett's  brigade  started  from 
Jack's  house  for  Pine  Top.  1.30  p.  m.,  received  dispatch  from  General 
Sherman,  as  follows : 

General  Stanley  : 
Move  to  Pine  Top ;  fighting  at  AUatoona. 

1.35  p.  m.,  received  dispatch  (signal)  from  General  Sherman,  as  fol- 
lows: 

General  Stanley  : 

No  news  by  telegraph  from  AUatoona.  Heavy  firing,  indicating  an  assault  and 
repulse.  Occasional  shots,  but  now  too  smoky  to  see  signals.  Have  you  any  news 
of  Davis  ? 

1.35  p.  m.,  dispatched  General  Sherman  that  Captain  Steelehas  been 
sent  to  put  General  Davis  in  position  (have  not  heard  from  him  yet), 
and  asking  if  the  Second  Division,  Fourth  Corps,  should  be  imton  Pine 
Top,  and  how  long  shall  they  remain  there.  1.40  p.  m..  Colonel  Bennett, 
commanding  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  reports  that  his  skirmishers 
and  five  companies  of  the  Ninth  Indiana  Lifantry  now  occupy  Pine 
Mountain.  2.30  p.  m.,  received  dispatch  from  General  Shennan,  stating 
that  he  could  see  the  fields  about  Lost  Mountain,  and  there  is  no  large 
force  of  rebels  there,  and  he  (Sherman)  directs  General  Stanley  to  let 
his  right  occupy  Pine  Hill  and  his  left  to  connect  with  Davis  (Cox  will 
be  on  our  right),  and  throw  forward  pickets  on  the  Sandtown  road;  to 
take  a  strong  position  and  hold  it.  General  Davis  is  not  yet  up  and  has 
not  been  heard  of  to-dsiy.  4  p.  m..  General  Sherman  directed  General 
Stanley  to  put  his  troops  (of  the  Fourth  Corps)  in  line  of  battle  in  a 
strong  j>osition  facing  southeast,  the  right  to  rest  on  Pine  Top.  7  p.  m., 
the  messenger  who  went  to  General  Davis  this  morning  just  returned. 


598  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  LI. 

He  found  him  on  the  march  for  Marietta,  in  the  rear  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  which  lias  passed  him  on  the  march  or  has  cut  into  his 
column.  Signal  dispatch  from  AUatoona  Mountain  says  the  enemy 
assaulted  Allatoona  this  morning  and  were  repulsed.  8  p.m.,  General 
Davis  has  arrived  at  Little  Kenesaw  Mountain,  and  will  go  into  camp 
in  the  same  position  we  left  this  morning.    No  orders  received  to-night. 

PINE   TOP  MOXTNTAIN   (OR   HILL). 

October  6. — 4  a.  m.,  commenced  to  rain  hard.  10  a.  m.,  still  raining. 
Eeceived  Special  Field  Orders,  [No.  85,]  of  which  following  is  a  copy:* 

10  a.  m.,  General  Davis'  head  of  column  has  arrived  at  Jack's  house, 
and  is  now  going  into  position,  his  right  joining  to  General  Wood's  left. 
As  soon  as  he  gets  in  position  our  line  (Army  of  the  Cumberland)  will 
be  the  same  indicated  in  paragraph  I,  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  86, 
headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi.  11.30  a.  m.,  Colonel 
Suman,  with  Ninth  Indiana  Infantry,  sent  on  reconnaissance  near  and 
to  the  right  of  Lost  Mountain.  General  Cox  is  now  moving  toward 
Dallas.  He  will  move  oat  four  or  five  miles,  if  possible,  beyond  Pine 
Top  on  a  reconnaissance.  12.30  p.  m.,  sent  out  a  regiment  from  Gen- 
eral Davis'  command  to  go  toward  Lost  Mountain,  or  to  the  moun- 
tain, if  possible,  on  a  reconnaissance.  5  p.  m.  stationed  a  brigade  of 
General  Davis'  corps  on  the  Marietta  and  Dallas  road.  6  p.  m.,  Col- 
onel Suman's  regiment.  Ninth  Indiana,  returned.  They  reached  the 
summit  of  Lost  Mountain.  Soon  after  they  gained  it  the  regiment  from 
the  Fourteenth  Corps  (Da,vis')  also  reached  the  summit.  Captain  Green- 
wood, of  General  Stanley's  staff,  who  went  with  the  latter  regiment, 
saw  from  the  mountain  the  camp-fires  of  three  rebel  corps,  one  at  Mount 
Hope  Church,  one  at  Dallas,  and  one  south  of  Dallas. 

October  7. — 2  a.  m.,  received  note  from  General  Sherman,  of  which 
following  is  a  copy : 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Near  Marietta,  October  6,  1864. 
General  Stanley: 

I  now  have  definite  news  of  Corse.  Allatoona  is  all  safe,  but  Corse  was  wounded 
in  the  jaw,  losing  a  cheek  bone  and  ear.  He  says  a  cavalry  force  is  represented 
about  Stilesborough,  threatening  the  road  and  AUatoona.  I  have  ordered  him  to 
send  all  he  can  spare  back  and  have  ordered  a  regiment  of  Cox's  up  there.  I  have 
ordered  Garrard  to  threaten  the  road  between  Dallas  and  Burnt  Hickory;  Kilpatrick, 
Powder  Springs  and  the  road  south  of  Dallas.  I  have  ordered  Cox  to  send  a  regi- 
ment down  toward  Dallas,  Howard  a  division  also,  and  I  want  you  to  do  the  same 
without  artillery  or  wagons,  and  to  return  at  night.  Let  your  division  go  out  to 
Lost  Mountain,  establish  signals,  and  move  cautiously  as  though  intending  to  attack, 
but  with  orders  if  met  in  force  to  work  back  slowly,  drawing  the  attacking  force 
against  your  intrenchments.  I  don't  want  this  division  to  go  more  than  five  or  six 
miles  out  and  to  act  with  great  caution,  as  though  preparing  to  develop  Hood's  posi- 
tion with  a  view  to  attack.  If  Hood  has  left  his  position  about  Dallas  I  will  move 
up  to  Allatoona  or  remain  here  according  as  he  has  moved  by  Burnt  Hickory  or  south 
to  Powder  Springs.  My  first  object  is  to  meet  him,  as  well  as  any  cavalry  sent  against 
our  roads,  t 

2.15  a.  m.,  sent  order  to  General  Baird,  of  Davis'  corps,  to  move  his 
division  at  8  o'clock  this  morning  to  Lost  Mountain,  in  accordance  with 
General  Sherman's  instructions.  8.30  a.  m..  General  Baird's  division 
now  starting  for  Lost  Mountain.  2  p.  m.,  nothing  heard  from  Baird  yet. 
5  p.  m.,  General  Baird's  column  returning.  His  head  of  column  has 
nearly  reached  camp.    He  reports  that  he  arrived  at  Lost  Mountain 

*  For  full  text  of  orders  (here  omitted),  see  Part  III. 

t  For  version  of  this  dispatch  as  recorded  in  Sherman's  letter-book,  see  Part  III. 
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about  11.30  to-day  and  met  with  no  opiiosition.  He  then  went  three 
miles  and  a  half  beyond  and  found  that  the  enemy  that  had  been  near 
Lost  Mountain  had  gone  to  Dallas,  having  left  the  mountain  the  day 
before.  Lee's  and  Stewart's  corps  were  the  forces,  and  they  had  been 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  mountain  for  three  days.  A  brigade  of  cavalry 
left  the  other  side  of  mountain  a  short  time  before  Baird  arrived  there. 
5  p.  m.,  received  report  from  General  Elliott  that  Garrard's  division  of 
cavalry  was  having  a  skirmish  near  Dallas.  12  midnight,  received  dis- 
patch addressed  to  Major-General  Stanley  from  General  Sherman,  stat- 
ing that — 

The  army  will  remain  in  its  present  position  until  further  intelligence  of  the  move- 
ments of  tlio  enemy  are  reported  by  our  cavalry,  still  out. 

NEAR  PINE   TOP   MOUNTAIN. 

October  8. — Nothing  of  importance  this  morning.  General  Garrard, 
commanding  cavalry  division,  reports  that  the  enemy  is  moving  toward 
Cedartown.  1.30  p.  m..  General  Sherman  called  at  headquarters  and 
verbally  directed  General  Stanley  to  move  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
at  once  toward  Acworth,  or  between  Acworth  and  Big  Shauty,  and  to 
camp  at  such  place  to-night;  also  to  leave  apart  of  the  force  at  the 
latter  place  to  communicate  with  him  (Sherman)  at  Keuesaw.  We  will 
reach  Acworth,  if  possible.  1.40  p.  m.,  ordered  the  troops  to  march  at 
once,  the  Fourth  Corps  to  lead  and  the  Fourteenth  to  follow.  2.15 
p.  m.,  column  commenced  to  march.  6  p.  m..  Fourth  Corps  arrived 
within  one  mile  of  Acworth  and  went  into  camp.  About  the  same  time 
the  Fourteenth  Corps  arrived  at  Morris'  Hill  Church,  on  the  Acworth 
road,  about  four  miles  from  Acworth  aud  went  into  camp.  Headquarters 
established  at  Acworth.    12  p.  m.,  uo  orders  received  yet  for  to-morrow. 

ACWORTH,  GA. 

October  9. — 6  a.  m.,  received  Special  Field  Orders,  [No.  87,]  of  which 
following  is  a  copy  :* 

2  p.  m..  General  Garrard  reports  that  the  enemy  is  retreating  toward 
Blue  Mountain.    Remained  in  camp  all  day,  grazing  the  animals. 

October  10. — 1.30  p.  m.,  received  dispatch  from  Major-General  Sher- 
man, as  follows: 

Major-General  Stanley, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland : 
You  will  move  your  command,  T^cith  trains  (but  leaving  the  details  working  on 
railroad),  at  once  for  Kingston.  You  will  keep  marching  well  into  the  night,  and 
aim  to  reach  Kingston  to-morrow,  and  if  you  overtake  any  column  find  some  side 
road  so  as  to  enable  you  to  pass  around.  The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  will  move  close 
on  yours,  with  similar  orders  as  to  marching  and  time. 

2.15  p.  m.,  received  telegram  from  General  Sherman,  stating  that  Gen- 
eral Corse  reports  the  enemy  moving  up  the  west  bank  of  the  Coosa  to 
attack  Rome,  but  he  thinks  it  is  not  his  (enemj^'s)  intention  to  attack 
that  place.  2.30  p.  m.,  the  head  of  column  has  reached  Acworth,  the 
Fourth  Corps  marching  through  town.  The  Fourteenth  Corps  is  now 
marching  direct  for  AUatoona,  on  the  Sandtown  and  Allatoona  road. 
This  army  is  now  moving  in  accordance  with  orders  received  from  Gen- 
eral Sherman  at  1.30  p.  m.    2.45  p.  m.,  telegraphed  General  Sherman 

*  For  full  text  of  orders  (hero  omitted),  see  Part  III. 
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tliat  this  army  will  cross  the  Etowah  to-night,  if  possible.  4.45  p.  m., 
received  dispatch  from  General  Sherman,  who  is  at  Cartersville,  telling 
General  Stanley — 

It  is  very  important  you  should  make  all  speed  possible.    March  till  the  mooii  sets, 
and  get  this  side  of  the  Etowah,  and  to-morrow  we  must  reach  Kome,  if  possible. 

4.50  p.  m.,  received  dispatch  from  General  Sherman,  telling  General 
Stanley — 
I  want  you  to  get  your  command  this  side  of  the  Etowah  to-night. 
5  J),  m.,  telegraphed  General  Sherman — 

The  Fourth  Corps  will  soon  be  here.  I  will  get  the  army  over  to-night.  Have  sent 
to  hurry  Davis  up.     What  news  from  Eomet 

D.  S.  STANLEY, 

Major-General. 

5.10  p.  m.,  head  of  column  Fourth  Corps  has  arrived  at  Allatoona, 
and  the  troops  will  pass  through  as  soon  as  possible.  5.20  p.  m.,  re- 
ceived dispatch  from  General  Sherman,  at  Cartersville,  as  follows: 

Hood  is  all  across  the  Coosa,  and  General  Corse  reported  him  about  2  p.  m.  ad- 
vancing in  three  columns,  but  since  his  telegrams  are  less  alarming.  I  don't  think 
Hood  will  attack  Home  if  we  reach  Kingston  by  noon  to-morrow,  or  if  he  does  he 
must  cross  to  this  side  of  the  Etowah  and  we  would  have  him  at  great  advantage. 
He  may  mean  to  go  up  to  La  Fayette,  &c. ,  but  where  he  will  get  his  grub  is  a  question. 
His  whole  movement  is  inexplicable  to  any  common-sense  theory.  At  Kingston  we 
will  be  in  position  to  watch  him  better  than  anywhere  else.  I  have  ordered  Corse 
to  hold  Kome  to  the  death,  and  am  therefore  bound  to  hasten  to  his  assistance.* 

8.30  p.  m.,  the  Fourth  Corps  has  crossed  the  Etowah  and  marched  to 
Cartersville,  eleven  miles  from  Acworth,  and  is  now  going  into  camp. 
Instead  of  stopping  at  Allatoona  with  the  supply  train  Colonel  Hayes, 
chief  quartermaster  of  the  Fourth  Corps,  is  coming  through  the  pass, 
contrary  to  directions,  and  is  therefore  delaying  the  Fourteenth  Corps, 
which  will  not  be  in  until  late.  12  m.,  the  Fourteenth  Corps  crossing 
the  Etowah  Eiver  and  going  into  camp.  Orders  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow, October  11 :  The  Fourth  Corps  will  march  at  daylight  direct  for 
Kingston,  the  Fourteenth  Corps  wiU  foUow,  and  the  trains  will  follow 
the  corps. 

CAETEESVILLE,  GA. 

October  11. — 5.30  a.  m.,  troops  started  on  the  march.  Fourth  Corps 
leading,  followed  by  the  Fourteenth,  and  trains  following  the  corps  in 
same  order  as  the  order  of  march.  12  m.,  head  of  column  reaches  King- 
ston. General  Sherman  here  directed  General  Stanley  to  put  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland  in  camp  around  the  town,  and  that  we  would  remain 
here  until  further  developments  of  the  enemy's  designs.  The  troops 
were  put  in  camp  as  fast  as  they  reached  the  vicinity  of  Kingston. 
General  Kilpatrick,  commanding  cavalry  division,  reports  this  after- 
noon that  General  Beauregard  has  joined  Hood's  army,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed for  the  purpose  of  taking  command  of  it.  He  also  reports  that 
the  enemy  is  marching  for  Blue  Mountain. 

KINGSTON,  GA. 

October  12. — 2  a.  m.,  received  Special  Field  Orders,  [Xo.  89,]  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy  :t 

2.25  a.  m.,  published  order  of  the  day  for  to-day,  October  12 :  The 
Fourteenth  Corps  to  lead,  followed  by  the  Fourth.    To  march  to  Eome, 

*  For  version  of  this  dispatch  as  recorded  in  Sherman's  letter-book,  see  Part  III. 
t  For  full  text  of  orders  (here  omitted),  see  Part  III. 
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via  Woodlands,  and  to  start  from  camp  at  daylight.  The  trains  will  fol- 
low the  troops  in  the  same  order  as  the  order  of  march.  6  a.  m.,  this 
army  commenced  to  march  in  the  order  indicated.  Much  confusion  ex- 
isted in  the  crossing  oif  columns  in  the  march.  It  was  therefore  11  a. 
m.  before  the  head  of  the  column  of  Fourteenth  Corps  reached  the  Wood- 
lands, which  place  is  as  far  from  Eome  as  Kingston  is.  3.40  p.  m.,  reached 
the  Hermitage  (on  the  Calhoun  and  Eome  roads,  nine  miles  from  Rome) 
with  the  head  of  column  of  Fourteenth  Corps.  6  p.  m.,  head  of  column 
reached  a  point  about  three  miles  from  Eome.  Here  the  troops  are 
going  into  camp.  9  p.  m.,  received  Special  Field  Orders,  [No.  90,]  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy  :* 

9.30  p.  m.,  sent  order  in  accordance  with  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  90, 
headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  to  corps  commanders. 
A  copy  was  sent  to  General  Elliott  direct.  12  p.  m.,  the  most  of  the  army 
in  camp  and  still  coming.  Camp  three  miles  from  Eome,  Calhoun  road. 
The  march  to-day  has  been  most  fatiguing.  For  more  than  half  of  the 
day  the  troops  have  not  been  moving  on  account  of  having  been  cut  off 
and  run  into  by  other  troops  and  by  trains  near  Kingston.  To-day's 
march  has  been  over  twenty  miles.  The  supply  train  of  this  army 
could  not  leave  Kingston  until  C  p.  m.,  and  will  not  be  up  with  the 
troops  before  7  a.  m.  to-morrow. 

NEAE  EOME,  GA. 

October  13. — 8.30  a.  m.,  received  instructions  from  General  Sherman 
to  send  one  regiment  back  on  the  Calhoun  road  toward  Adairsville  as  a 
reeonnoitering  or  observing  party.  General  Davis  was  at  once  directed 
to  send  the  regiment  from  his  command.  Hood's  forces  have  taken 
Eesaca  and  he  may  move  down  toward  Kingston.  This  regiment  is  to 
observe  his  movements.  Hood's  designs  are  unknown  to  General  Sher- 
man. 2  p.  m.,  received  note  from  General  Sherman,  of  which  following 
is  a  copy : 

March  for  Resaca  at  once,  taking  the  road  by  McGuire's.  I  have  heard  from  Col- 
onel Raum  that  he  holds  the  place. 

2.10  p.  m.,  ordered  the  army  to  march  at  once  for  Resaca,  the  Fourth 
Corps  to  lead,  the  Fourteenth  Corps  to  follow;  trains  to  follow  the 
corps;  troops  to  march  on  the  Calhoun  road.  2.30  p.m.,  head  of 
column  of  Fourth  Army  Corps  starting.  8  p.  m.,  received  note  from 
General  Sherman  instructing  General  Stanley  to  direct  General  Kil- 
patrick  to  guard  our  roads  from  Kingston  to  the  Chattahoochee  as  well 
as  possible  with  the  force  he  has,  and  to  keep  up  an  efficient  system  of 
scouting  to  Dallas  and  Stilesborough;  also  to  give  timely  information 
of  any  movements  of  the  enemy  to  commanding  officers  at  Atlanta, 
Marietta,  Cartersville,  and  Kingston.  9  p.  m.,  head  of  column  reached 
a  point  on  the  Calhoun  road  sixteen  miles  from  Eome,  thirteen  miles 
from  our  last  camp,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Eesaca.  Here  the  Fourth 
Corps  went  into  camp.  The  Fourteenth  Corps  went  into  camp  about 
three  miles  in  rear  of  Fourth  at  about  11  p.  m.  Firing  heard  this  after- 
noon in  direction  of  Eesaca. 

CALHOXTN  EGAD. 

October  14. — In  accordance  with  orders  given  last  night  this  army 
marched  this  morning,  the  Fourteenth  Corps  at  4  a.  m.,  and  the  Fourth 
Corps  at  4.30  a.  m. ;  the  Fourth  Corps  being  in  the  advance  took  the  lead. 

.  *  For  full  text  of  orders  (here  omitted),  see  Part  III. 
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11.30  a.  m.,  reached  Eesaca.  Tlie  enemy  made  a  feeble  attacli  on  this 
post  yesterday  afternoon  and  he  was  easily  repulsed.  He  (the  enemy) 
is  now  on  the  raih'oad  between  Eesaca  and  Dalton  tearing  it  up  and 
burning  the  ties.  Thus  far  the  enemy  has  been  marching  not  over  fif- 
teen miles  per  day.  12.30  p.  m.,  sent  instructions  to  General  Kilpat- 
rick,  commanding  Third  Cavalry  Division,  by  telegraph  from  Eesaca, 
in  care  of  General  Corse,  at  Eome,  in  accordance  with  the  note  received 
from  General  Sherman  at  8  p.  m.  yesterday.  3  j).  m.,  the  Fourth  Corps 
camped  about  three  miles  north  of  Eesaca,near  our  old  battle-ground. 
C.30  p.  m..  Fourteenth  Corps  camped  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river, 
near  the  railroad  bridge  at  Eesaca.  Eeconnaissances  this  afternoon 
show  that  the  enemy  occupies  Snake  Creek  Gap  with  Lee's  corps  and 
the  gaps  beyond  Dalton  (Buzzard  Eoost)  with  two  corps.  We  have 
marched  thirty-five  miles  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours  and  rested 
seven  [hours],  from  9  p.  m.  last  night  until  4  o'clock  this  a.  m. 

NEAR  RESACA,  GA. 

October  15. — 12.30  a.  m.,  received  Special  Field  Orders,  [No.  91,]  of 
which  following  is  a  copy:* 

12.45  a.  m.,  sent  order  to  General  Davis  to  march  the  Fourteenth 
Corps  this  morning  so  as  to  be  at  the  point  where  the  Fourth  Corps  is 
now  camped  at  7  a.  m.,  and  join  it  in  the  march  for  the  "  hill."  The 
Fourth  Corps  will  lead,  the  Fourteenth  follow.  4.30  a.  m.,  received  in- 
structions from  General  Sherman  to — 

Put  a  biigade  on  the  top  of  the  hill  early,  and  after  gnarding  the  flanks  let  the 
skirmishers  down  into  the  valley.  Get  a  good  look-out.  As  soon  as  the  enemy  dis- 
covers a  force  above  him  he  Tvill  let  go  the  gap. 

6  a.  m.,  published  the  order  of  march :  The  Fourth  Corps  to  march 
at  7  a.  m.,  directly  toward  the  hill,  the  First  Division  leading,  and  the 
Fourteenth  Corps  to  join  the  Fourth  by  moving  by  another  road  from 
Eesa«a,  at  the  base  of  the  hill.  The  First  Division,  Fourth  Corps,  to 
lead,  and  all  trains  to  follow  the  corps.  A  staff  officer  sent  to  guide 
the  Fourteenth  Corps.  A  guide  will  lead  the  Fourth  Corps  to  the  hill. 
7  a.  m.,  the  troops  of  Fourth  Coii^s  start  on  the  march.  8.30  a.  m.,  re- 
ceived note  from  General  Sherman,  stating  that  the  enemy,  at  3  a.  m., 
still  occupied  Snake  Creek  Gap,  and  he  directs  General  Stanley  to 
move  as  quick  as  possible  for  the  Eome  road  (which  lies  by  the  base  of 
the  hills  or  mountains)  around  by  the  head  of  Camp  Creek,  and  let 
Davis  close  up  on  the  Fourth  Corps.  He  also  stated  that  "it  may  be, 
if  the  enemy  have  seen  our  force,  they  are  off,"  and  if  he  does  leave 
Snake  Creek  Gap  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  this  army  to  cross  the  hill. 
9.20  a.  m.,  our  advance  reaches  the  Eome  road.  9.45  a.  m.,  Colonel  Ben- 
nett's brigade,  of  First  Division,  Fourth  Corps,  started  up  the  hill.  It 
is  two  miles  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  beyond  the  hill  (the  point  he 
will  try  to  gain).  12.50  p.  m.,  received  instructions  from  General  Sher- 
man to  push  on  toward  Villanow,  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountain ; 
not  to  work  down  toward  Snake  Creek  Gap,  "along  the  back  of  the 
mountain,"  but  to  keep  crossing  the  Fourth  and  Fourteenth  Corps, 
closing  down  toward  the  west  end  of  the  gap,  which  is  about  two  miles 
from  Villanow.  1  p.  m.,  sent  instructions  to  Major-General  Davis 
and  to  division  commanders  Fourth  Corps  to  issue  extra  ammuni- 
tion, so  as  to  have  sixty  rounds  per  man,  and  to  make  immediate 
preparations  to  move  without  a  wheeled  vehicle.     2.20  p.  m.,  the 

*  For  full  text  of  orders  (here  omitted),  see  Part  III. 
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Fourth  Corps  leading,  started  for  the  march  over  the  lull  and 
mountain.  Ammunition  has  just  been  issued  so  as  to  give  sixty 
rounds  per  man.  2.20  p.  m.,  received  dispatch  from  Colonel  Watkins, 
commanding  cavalry  brigade,  three  miles  from  Tunnel  Hill.  He  says 
there  are  no  rebels  in  Buzzard  Boost  Gap,  and  that  they  did  not  go  to 
Tunnel  Hill,  but  made  their  way  out  through  Nickajack  Gap.  Citizens 
report  that  they  are  trying  to  go  to  Tunnel  Hill.  At  once  sent  this 
dispatch  to  General  Sherman,  and  he  received  it  at  4.45  p.  m.  2.25 
p.  m.,  directed  all  trains,  ambulances,  and  artillery  accompanying  us 
to  move  back  to  Eesaca,  and  for  a  brigade  of  Wood's  division.  Fourth 
Corps,  to  accompany  them  as  a  guard.  4  p.  m.,  on  the  mountain.  Ee- 
ceived  dispatch  from  General  Sherman,  stating  that  the  rebels  have 
left  the  mouth  of  Snake  Creek  Gap ;  that  it  is  blockaded  with  felled 
timber,  and  that  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  is  working  through  it. 
Also,  for  General  Stanley  (if  the  rebels  have  gone  north)  to  send  all 
of  his  trains  and  artillery  across  the  mountain,  through  Dug  Gap  or 
Buzzard  Eoost  Gap ;  if  they  have  turned  south  do  not  take  the  trains 
over  the  mountain.  C  p.  m.,  the  Fourth  Corps  has  worked  over  the 
mountain  and  has  come  out  in  Snake  Creek  Gap.  The  Fourteenth 
Corps  has  gone  into  camp  for  the  night  on  the  mountain.  Orders  have 
just  been  sent  to  bring  our  trains  and  artillery  through  Snake  Creek 
Gap  in  the  morning,  and  to  bring  up  the  commissary  train  to-night 
and  issue  to  the  troops.  (These  trains  were  brought  up  and  the  troops 
were  issued  to  before  morning.)  12  midnight,  received  the  following 
Special  Field  Orders,  [No.  92]:* 

ship's  gap,  ga. 

October  16. — 7.30  a.  m.,  in  accordance  with  General  Sherman's  orders 
this  army  commenced  to  march,  the  Fourteenth  Corps  leading.  8  a.  ni., 
received  dispatch  sent  from  General  Sherman  at  4.45  p.  m.,  yesterday, 
stating — 

I  want  General  Stanley  and  all  troops  to  move  through  Snake  Creek  Gap  with  am- 
bulances, cattle,  salt,  and  bread. 

To  the  messenger  who  brought  this  note  General  Sherman  said  the 
enemy  was  moving  off  south  and  he  wished  General  Stanley  to  hurry 
up.  10  a.  m..  General  Sherman  directs  this  army  to  march  through  the 
woods  and  the  trains  along  the  road.  The  pioneers  are  now  cutting  a 
road  for  this  purpose,  and  this  column  is  marching  abreast  Avith  the 
column  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  2  p.  m.,  reached  Villanow.  3.45 
p.  m.,  reached  the  mouth  of  Ship's  Gap,  and,  in  accordance  with  verbal 
instructions  from  General  Sherman,  went  into  camp,  massing  both 
corps  (Fourteentli  and  Fourth)  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  road  lead- 
ing from  Villanow  to  the  gap.  The  greater  part  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  passed  through  the  gap.  Had  some  skirmishing  and  cap- 
tured a  number  of  prisoners.  From  the  top  of  the  mountain  the  enemy's 
rear  guard  could  be  seen  passing  through  La  Fayette,  moving  south. 
It  is  supposed  that  the  enemy  is  now  rapidly  moving  back  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Blue  Mountain  and  Talladega,  Ala. 

October  17.— S  a.  m.,  received  Special  Field  Orders,  [No.  93,]  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy :  * 

10  a.  m..  Brig.  Gen.  T.  J.  Wood,  commanding  Third  Division,  Fourth 
Army  Corps,  called  at  headquarters  and  reported  that  his  wound  was 
now  in  such  condition  as  to  enable  him  to  do  active  service  in  the  field. 


■  For  full  text  of  orders  (here  omitted),  see  Fait  III. 
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and  that  he  will  now,  in  accordance  with  suggestions  made  by  Major- 
General  Stanley,  assume  command  of  the  Fourth  Corps.  G-eueral 
Stanley  has  been  commanding  both  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  (dur- 
ing General  Thomas'  absence)  and  the  Fourth  Corps.  The  command 
of  the  latter  is  now  turned  over  to  General  Wood.  Troops  remained 
quietly  in  camp  to-day,  preparations  being  made  for  the  march  in  ac- 
cordance with  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  93,  headquarters  Military 
Division  of  the  Mississippi.  C  p.  m.,  received  Special  Field  Orders, 
[No.  94,]  of  which  following  is  a  copy:* 

7  p.  m.,  published  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  October  18: 
This  army  to  march  at  daylight;  the  Fourth  Corps  to  lead,  the  Four- 
teenth to  follow,  to  move  as  indicated  in  the  foregoing  Special  Field 
Orders. 

October  18. — 6  a.  m.,  this  army  started  on  the  march  through  Ship's 
Gap  for  Summerville.  11.30  a.  m.,  our  head  of  column  runs  into  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  at  the  point  where  the  road  on  Avhich  we  are 
moving  intersects  the  road  upon  which  it  is  moving,  about  eight  miles 
from  Summerville.  A  halt  is  ordered.  1  p.  m.,  have  found  another 
road  to  the  left  of  the  road  upon  which  we  are  moving,  running  along 
the  base  of  Taylor's  Eidge,  and  our  column  is  just  moving  over  to  get 
u])on  it.  5  p.  m.,  reach  Foster's  house,  near  Chatt'ioga  Eiver,  about 
six  miles  from  Summerville.  Here  we  go  into  camp  for  the  night. 
During  to-day  we  have  marched  twenty-four  miles.  11.55  \i.  m.,  re- 
ceived Special  Field  Orders,  [No.  96,J  of  which  following  is  a  copy:* 

11.55  p.  m.,  published  orders  directing  this  army  to  move  for  Sum- 
merville, via  Penn's  Ford  (Chattooga  Creek),  and  to  start  at  daylight 
in  the  morning.  General  Davis'  corps  (Fourteenth)  to  lead  and  Fourth 
Corps  to  follow.  General  Davis  was  also  instructed  to  send  his  pio- 
neers ahead  of  his  column  to  bridge  the  creek  at  the  ford  for  the  pas- 
sage of  infantry. 


October  19. — 6  a.  m.,  the  troops  started  in  accordance  with  orders. 
Made  a  fine  foot  bridge  over  Chattooga  Eiver  at  a  point  where  it  is  700 
feet  wide.  Crossed  and  run  into  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  about 
three  miles  from  Summerville  at  the  point  where  our  road  intersected 
the  Alabama  road,  the  road  upon  which  said  army  was  moving.  9  a.  m., 
halted  to  let  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  pass,  and  resumed  the  march 
at  3.30  p.  m.  5  p.  m.,  reached  Summerville,  and  troops  going  into' 
camp.  Will  not  move  from  here  until  further  orders  are  received  from 
General  Sherman.  No  enemy  found.  It  is  reported  that  Hood's  army 
is  rapidly  marching  for  Blue  Mountain,  and  is  to-day  twenty-five  miles 
south  of  Summerville.  8.30  p.  m.,  received  Special  Field  Orders,  [No. 
97,]  of  which  following  is  a  copy:* 

9  p.  m.,  published  order  of  march:  The  Fourth  Corps  to  lead,  Four- 
teenth Corps  to  foUow:  Will  march  directly  on  GaylesviUe:  start  at 
6.30  a.  m. 

SXJMMEBVILLE,  GA. 

October  20.— Left  camp  at  7  a.  m.,  Fourth  Army  Corps  leading.  Four- 
teenth Corps  following.  Nothing  of  importance  occurred  on  the  march. 
3  p.  m.,  head  of  column  reached  a  point  one  mile  north  of  GaylesviUe. 

*For  full  text  of  orders  (tere  omitted),  see  Part  III. 
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The  Fourth  Corps  here  went  into  camp,  and  the  Fourteenth  Corps  went 
into  camx5  about  two  miles  in  the  rear.  10  p.  m.,  received  Special  Field 
Orders,  [No.  99,]  of  which  following  is  a  copy:* 

This  army  marched  to-day  nineteen  miles.  Started  at  7  a.  m.,  and 
got  to  camping-ground  at  3  p.  m. 

ONE  MILE  NORTH  OF  GAYLESTILLE,  ALA. 

Octooer  21. — Nothing  of  imijortance  occurred  to-day.  Did  not  move 
from  camp.  Sent  out  foraging  parties.  The  country  has  plenty  of  sup- 
I)lies,  enough  in  reach  to  last  this  command  two  or  three  weeks. 

October  22,  23,  24,  25. — Eemained  in  camp  foraging.  The  enemy  is 
supposed  to  be  at  Blue  Mountain.  A  corps  (Fifteenth)  has  started  out 
this  evening  (October  25)  on  a  reconnaissance  south  of  Coosa  Eiver  to 
try  and  learn  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy. 

October  26. — The  reconnaissance  from  the  Fifteenth  Corps  returned 
this  afternoon.  Citizens  report  that  the  enemy  has  gone  or  is  going  to 
the  Tennessee  Eiver,  at  Gunter's  Landing;  all  that  was  heard  of  the 
enemy.    7.30  p.  m.,  received  Special  Field  Orders,  [No.  104,J  as  follows  :* 

GAYLESVILLE,"  ALA. 

October  27. — 8  a.  m.,  the  Foiirth  Corps  left  Gaylesville  for  Alpine, 
General  Wood's  division  leading.  General  Stanley  to-day  again  as- 
sumes command  of  the  Fourth  Corps,  the  Fourteenth  having  been  left 
behind.  Head  of  column  arrived  at  Aljiine  at  1.30  p.  m.,  fifteen  miles 
from  place  of  starting  this  morning.    Went  into  camp  at  Alpine. 

ALPINE,   GA. 

October  28. — 6  a.  m.,  marched  for  La  Fayette,  General  Whitaker's  di- 
vision leading.  The  Second  Division  of  the  Fourth  Corps  joined  us  at 
Alpine,  it  having  come  down  to  that  place  from  Chattanooga  three 
days  before.  5  p.  m.,  reached  La  Fayette,  twenty  miles'  march,  and  went 
into  camp. 

LA  FAYETTE,   GA. 

October  29. — 6  a.  m.,  troops  started  for  Chattanooga  and  arrived  at 
Eossville,  Term.,  at  4  p.  m.,  where  they  went  into  camp.  6.30  a.  m., 
received  near  La  Fayette  a  dispatch  from  General  Thomas,  who  is  in 
Nashville,  directed  to  General  Stanley,  "Valley  Head,  up  Lookout 
Valley,"  and  forwarded  from  Chattanooga  by  General  Steedman,  direct- 
ing the  Fourth  Corps  to  march  to  Stevenson,  via  Bridgeport,  where 
further  orders  Avill  be  received.  An  the  corps  is  moving  via  La  Fayette 
and  not  Valley  Head,  we  will  march  directly  to  Chattanooga  as  the 
shortest  route  and  there  take  cars.  6.30  [a.  m.],  orders  sent  to  Brigadier- 
General  Grose,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  at  Val- 
ley Head,  to  march  directly  to  Bridgeport.  6  p.  m.,  received  at  Chatta- 
nooga telegram  from  Major-General  Thomas,  at  Nashville,  directing 
General  Stanley  to  move  the  corps  along  the  line  of  the  railroad  as  far 
as  Bridgeport,  and  trains  from  Chattanooga  will  be  sent  to  pick  up  the 
troops  on  the  road,  wherever  they  may  be,  to  carry  them  to  Huntsville 
or  Athens;  that  the  early  arrival  of  the  corps  at  Huntsville  is  of  the 
utmost  importance.    Forage  and  rations  can  be  obtained  in  Chatta- 

*  For  full  text  of  orders  (lierc  omitted),  see  Part  lU, 
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nooga.  upon  constdtation  -with  Mr.  Tindall,  master  of  transportation 
at  Chattanooga,  it  appears  that  the  whole  corps  can  be  transported 
from  Chattanooga  in  railroad  cars  sooner  than  to  march  it  along  the 
road  and  have  it  picked  up.  It  is,  therefore,  decided  to  ship  the  troops 
and  artillery  by  rail  and  to  send  the  transportation  over  the  dirt  roads. 
9  p.  m.,  telegraphed  General  Thomas  that  Wood's  division  will  start 
for  Huntsviile  early  to-morrow  morning,  and  the  rest  of  the  infantry  will 
be  pushed  on  as  rapidly  as  possible.  9.30  p.  m.,  received  telegram  from 
General  Thomas  directing  General  Stanley  to  see  Mr.  Tindall,  superin- 
tendent of  railroad  at  Chattanooga,  and  make  arrangements  with  him 
to  ship  as  much  of  the  corps  to  Athens,  Ala.,  to-morrow  as  possible, 
and  for  the  rest  of  the  corps  to  follow  rapidly,  and  when  the  corps 
arrives  at  Athens  to  push  on  to  Pulaski,  unless  it  appears  that  the 
enemy  has  not  crossed  the  Tennessee  Eiver. 

CHATTANOOGA,   TEIiTN. 

October  30. — 7  a.  m..  General  Wood's  division  (Third)  lefc  Chattanooga 
on  trains  for  Athens,  150  cars,  taking  no  transportation  or  artillery, 
nothing  but  officers'  horses.  The  First  Division  will  leave  early  to- 
morrow a.  m.,  and  the  Second  Division  will  follow,  then  the  artillery. 
11.45  a.  m.,  received  dispatch  from  General  Thomas,  saying  that  the 
corps  will  have  to  march  from  Athens  to  Pulaski,  as  the  railroad  is  not 
finished  between  these  two  points,  "  but  do  not  move  to  Pulaski  unless 
you  learn  that  the  enemy  is  moving  on  that  places"  If  the  enemy  has 
not  crossed  the  river  stop  at  Athens.  2  p.  m.,  corps  headquarters  starts 
on  a  train  for  Athens.  Some  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  has  cut  the  rail- 
road between  Stevenson  and  Huntsviile,  about  ten  miles  from  the  former 
place.  A  construction  party  has  gone  forward  to  repair  it.  This  will 
delay  our  trains. 


October  31. — 5  a.  m..  General  Wood's  division  reaches  Athens,  and  6 
a.  m.  corps  headquarters  reaches  Athens.  11  a.  m..  General  Stanley 
received  dispatch,  of  which  following  is  a  copy: 

Nashviixe,  Tenn. 
March  your  command  at  once  to  Pulaski.     General  Croxton  reports  that  the 
enemy  has  crossed  the  Tennessee  River  above  Florence.    Make  preparations  at  once 
for  a  stubborn  defense  of  Pulaski.     Communicate  with  General  Croxton  at  Shoal 
Creek,  and  ascertain  if  possible  the  exact  position  of  the  enemy. 

•  GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major-General. 

11  a.  m.,  received  a  dispatch  from  Brigadier-General  Granger,  at  De- 
catur, Ala.,  who  states  that  he  has  just  received  a  dispatch  from  General 
Croxton,  dated  Shoal  Creek,  October  30,  7  p.  m.,  saying — 

The  enemy  landed  his  infantry  three  mUes  above  Florence  at  4  p.  m.  I  concen- 
trated aU  my  force  in  reach  and  tried  to  drive  him  back,  hut  could  not.  At  the  same 
time  there  was  heavy  cannonading  below  Florence,  from  which  I  have  not  heard. 
I  wiU  do  what  I  can  to  stay  their  progress.  I  ha-v4i  sent  a  dispatch  to  General  Hatch, 
at  Clifton,  asking  him  to  move  toward  Lawrenceburg.  I  think  they  will  strike  from 
Columbia. 

General  Granger  states  that  Hood  is  endeavoring  to  cross  the  river 
with  35,000  infantry  and  from  forty  to  fifty  guns.  11.50  a.  m..  General 
Granger  telegraphs  from  Decatur  that  reliable  information  has  been 
received  that  Wheeler,  with  his  whole  force,  is  between  Somerville  and 
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Decatur,  and  his  advance  is  now  within  sight  of  his  pickets.  12.25 
p.  m.,  telegraphed  General  Thomas  that  Wood's  division  arrived  here 
(Athens)  this  morning-^ 

They  have  no  transportation  or  artillery.  Have  not  heard  whether  the  next 
division  has  yet  left  Chattanooga;  will  leave  orders  for  them  to  move  to  Pulaski  as 
fast  as  possible;  will  send  the  baggage  back  to  Stevenson,  and  will  order  the  supply 
train  to  Decherd  or  Huntsville,  as  you  think  best.  Please  have  rations  and  ammuni- 
tion for  us  at  Pulaski.  Have  ordered  the  artillery  to  be  shipped  last.  Had  it  not 
better  be  left? 

1  p.  m.,  directed  General  Grose,  by  telegraph,  who  is  at  Bridgeport, 
to  take  the  cars  at  Stevenson  and  come  to  this  place  as  quick  as  possi- 
ble, then  march  from  here  to  Pulaski.  1  p.  m.,  telegraphed  General 
Thomas,  asking  him  to  send  orders  to  the  commissary  officer  at  Steven- 
son for  our  supply  train,  and  to  give  General  Steedman  instructions  for 
our  artillery,  which  is  still  at  Chattanooga.  1  p.  m..  General  Thomas 
telegraphed  to  know  whether  his  telegram  directing  this  corps  to  march 
to  Pulaski  had  been  received;  answered  it  has,  and  reply  has  been  tele- 
graphed, &c.  1.15  p.  m.,  received  dispatch  from  General  R.  S.  Granger, 
at  Decatur,  stating  that  his  scout  from  Brown's  Ferry  at  9  a.  m.  reports 
that  the  enemy  has  made  his  appearance  opposite  that  place  and  is 
iiring  on  our  pickets.  He  also  heard  drums  beat.  He  (Granger)  also 
says  that  he  has  a  report  from  a  good  Union  man,  which  he  believes, 
that  Hood's  whole  army  will  come  up  to-morrow  (November  1)  to  try 
and  take  Decatur,  with  the  assistance  of  Wheeler  on  the  south  side. 
Hood  was  said  to  be  near  Courtland  last  night,  and  he  had  up  pontoon 
trains  opposite  Lamb's  Perry,  and  he  (Granger)  thinks  a  large  por- 
tion of  Hood's  force  opposite  the  latter  place.  2  p.  m.,  in  accordance 
with  General  Thomas'  order  Wood's  division  left  Athens  for  Pulaski. 
6  p.  m.,  reach  a  point  ten  miles  from  Athens.  As  the  troops  are 
much  fatigued  from  our  marches  of  the  past  few  days,  and  the  rail- 
road ride  of  yesterday  and  last  night,  we  here  go  into  camp  for  the 
night.  8  p.  m.,  the  telegraph  operator  from  Athens  reaches  our  camp 
and  reports  that  our  scouts  just  before  he  left  came  into  town  and 
said  a  large  force  of  rebel  infantry  were  approaching  Athens  on  the 
Florence  road,  and  were  only  seven  miles  from  the  town,  and  that  Gen- 
eral Granger  had  sent  orders  for  the  garrison  to  evacuate  the  place  at 
4.30  p.  m.,  and  that  the  troops  at  once  left  on  the  double-quick.  8.15 
p.  m.,  the  railroad  trainmaster,  just  arrived  from  Athens,  states  that 
Ilood  and  his  army  when  he  left  the  town  were  within  two  hours'  march 
of  it.  He  left  at  about  C  p.  m.  8.30  p.  m.,  sent  orders  to  General  Wood 
to  throw  out  his  pickets  well  to-night  and  to  send  an  alarm-post  out  on 
the  Athens  road  and  quite  a  distance  from  camp;  also  to  march  two 
liours  before  daylight,  and  not  to  let  his  men  get  breakfast  until  after 
tliey  cross  Elk  River,  eight  miles  from  their  present  camp.  The  river  is 
very  low,  and  it  will  have  to  be  forded  by  the  men. 

TEN  MILES  NORTH  OF  ATHENS,  ALA. 

November  1. — 4  a.  m.,  started  for  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  with  General  Wood's 
division ;  forded  Elk  River,  about  two  feet  and  a  half  deep,  and  arrived 
at  Pulaski  at  4  p.  m.  Made  a  march  during  this  time  of  twenty-three 
miles.  It  took  about  two  hours  to  ford  Elk  River.  The  telegraph  opera- 
tor reports  tliat  he  sent  several  dispatches  to  General  Stanley  yesterday 
afternoon  and  to-day.  These  must  have  been  captured  by  the  enemy, 
as  they  were  sent  by  couriers  to  Athens  and  the  couriers  did  not  meet 
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the  command.  4.15  p.  m.,  received  dispatch  from  Major  Sinclair,  at 
Chattanooga,  stating  that  Whitaker's  division  left  that  place  at  1  P-  in- 
to-day  for  Athens,  per  railroad;  that  one  brigade  of  Wagner's  division 
will  start  this  evening  and  the  other  two  to-morrow,  with  the  artillery, 
to  come  by  the  same  route.  4.20  p.  m.,  General  Stanley  telegraphed 
General  Thomas  at  Nashville  as  follows : 

I  have  just  arrived  at  this  place  with  Wood's  division,  the  smallest  of  the  coi^fs, 
with  muskets  only.  Athens  was  evacuated  two  hours  after  I  left  by  your  order  yes- 
terday. I  can  tell  nothing  of  Whitaker's  and  Wagner's  divisions,  excepting  that 
they  left  Chattanooga.  There  is  no  preparation  here  for  defense.  I  have  no  news 
from  Croxton  and  no  means  of  judging  of  the  enemy's  position. 

5  p.m.,  sent  dispatch  to  General  Grose  to  move  on  at  once  from  Steven- 
son by  cars.  Received  copies  of  dispatches  sent  from  General  Thomas, 
which  were  sent  from  Pulaski  toward  Athens  by  courier,  and  which 
were  not  received  by  General  Stanley ;  following  is  the  substance  of  them : 
6  p.  m.,  received  dispatch  from  General  Thomas,  dated  Nashville,  Octo- 
ber 31,  3  p.  m.,  directing  orders  be  sent  to  have  our  supply  train  Ada 
Decherd;  that  the  artillery  be  escorted  to  this  point  by  our  rear  divis- 
ion, and  that  our  ordnance  oflQcer  and  commissary  of  subsistence  draw 
supplies  from  Nashville.  6  p.  m.,  received  dispatch  [dated  November 
1,  5  p.  m.J  from  General  Thomas,  as  follows : 

Major-General  Stanley  : 

Your  two  dispatches  of  this  date,  announcing  your  arrival  at  Pulaski  and  an 
application  for  medical  stores,  are  received.  The  stores  will  be  sent  to-morrow. 
Granger  evacuated  Athens  yesterday  after  you  left,  as  he  says  by  your  advice.  I 
ordered  him  to  reoccupy  it  immediately,  which  I  suppose  he  has  done.  Whitaker's 
and  Wagner's  troops  have  left  Chattanooga,  and  some  of  them  should  reach  you  to- 
morrow. Assume  command  at  Pulaski  by  my  order.  Make  dispositions  for  the 
defense  of  the  place.  General  Sherman  will  send  me  Schofleld,  whose  troops  I  will 
endeavor  to  give  you  in  four  days.  Your  artillery  is  coming  up  with  Wagner.  If 
General  Hatch  has  left  Pulaski  send  a  staff  oflScer  after  him  and  bring  him  and  his 
command  back.  I  telegraphed  him  [yesterday]  at  Pulaski  to  halt  there  and  co- 
operate with  Croxton.  I  do  not  understand  why  he  did  not  acknowledge  its 
receipt.  Say  to  General  Hatch  thati  am  authorized  by  General  Sherman  t'-'delay 
him.  Acknowledge  receipt  of  this  dispatch,  and  always  report  the  hour  and  date 
of  your  dispatches  to  me. 

7  p.  m.,  telegraphed  Major  Sinclair,  Chattanooga,  to  send  our  supply 
train,  with  the  brigade  guarding  it,  via  Decherd  and  Fayetteville,  unless 
they  have  passed  Stevenson,  in  such  case  send  them  by  way  of  Hunts- 
ville  and  Fayetteville.  7.30  p.  m..  General  Hatch  reported  with  his  com- 
mand, 2,500  cavalry.  He  was  directed  to  remain  at  Pulaski  and  to 
scout  well  down  on  the  roads  leading  to  Florence  and  toward  Athens. 
In  addition  to  Wood's  division,  of  the  Fourth  Corps,  and  Hatch's  com- 
mand, there  are  four  regiments  of  cavalry  here.  Colonel  Spalding's  bri- 
gade. 9  p.  m.,  General  Rousseau  telegraphed  from  Columbia,  Tenn., 
that  he  has  been  ordered  by  General  Thomas  to  assist  General  Stanley 
in  case  of  a  fight  with  Hood,  and  that  he  is  ready  to  do  so. 

PULASKI,  TENN. 

November  .S.— General  Stanley  assumes  command  of  Pulaski  and  the 
forces  in  the  vicinity,  and  places  Colonel  Pace  in  command  of  the  post 
(Colonel  Pace,  Tenth  Indiana  Cavalry).  7  a.  m.,  received  note  from 
Colonel  Waters,  dated  Athens,  November  1,  stating  that  he  had  arrived 
there  with  the  Third  Brigade  and  two  regiments  of  Second  Brigade  of 
First  Division,  Fourth  Corps,  at  7  a.  m.,  and  that  General  Whitaker  is 
on  the  way  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  but  has  been  delayed.  He 
says  it  is  reported  that  Russell's  rebel  brigade  of  cavaky  is  near  Larkins- 
ville  for  the  purpose  of  tearing  up  the  railroad  between  there  and 
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Stevenson.  7.30  a.  ni.,  received  note  from  General  Croxton,  command- 
ing cavalry  brigade,  on  Shoal  (.5reek,  near  Tennessee  Eiver,  dated  Octo- 
ber 31,  10  p.  m.,  stating  that  the  enemy  last  night  and  to-day  crossed  a 
large  infantry  force  at  and  above  Florence,  and  that  they  are  reported 
to  be  moving  on  the  nuntsville  and  Lawrenceburg  roads.  7.40  a.  m., 
received  note  from  General  Croxton,  dated  Shoal  Greek  bridge,  Novem- 
ber 1,  4  p.  m.,  stating — 

The  enemy  are  in  force  at  Florence,  iniiencliing.  They  have  not  yet  moved  out  on 
either  road.     1  find  no  cavalrj',  though  Forrest  is  reported  crossing  below. 

Wood's  division  commenced  to  construct  works  on  the  ridges  nortli 
and  northeast  of  the  town  this  morning.  9  a.  m.,  received  dispatch 
from  General  Croxton,  who  says  that  citizens  came  out  of  Florence 
to-day  with  passes  signed  by  Major  Austin,  provost-marshal  of  Lee's 
corps,  showing  that  said  corps  is  at  Florence.  2.30  p.  m.,  sent  word  to 
General  Croxton  that  General  Hatch  is  here,  and  he  will  be  sentin  any 
direction  that  he  (Croxton)  suggests,  with  his  cavalry.  5.30  p.  m.,  re- 
ceived dispatch  from  Major  Sinclair,  at  Stevenson,  stating  that  all  of 
the  troops  and  artillery  of  this  corps  had  passed  Stevenson,  and  that 
the  head  of  the  supply  train  had  arrived  at  that  i)lace,  en  route  for 
Pulaski,  viaDecherd  and  Fayetteville.  G  p.  m.,  received  dispatch  from 
General  Wagner,  dated  Athens,  November  2,  9.30  a.  m.,  stating  that 
he  was  just  about  leaving  that  place  for  Pulaski.  Captured  one  of 
Wheeler's  spies  this  afternoon,  near  Pulaski.  He  says  he  left  Florence 
on  the  evening  of  the  31st  of  October,  and  that  at  that  time  a  pontoon 
bridge  was  laid  across  the  river,  and  Forrest  and  Wheeler  had  crossed 
3,000  men  over. 

Novembers. — 12.30  p.  m..  General  Whitaker's  division  (First  Divis- 
ion, Fourth  Corps)  reaches  Pulaski.  It  is  placed  in  position  on  the 
ridge  northeast  of  the  town.  1  p.  m.,  received  telegram  from  General 
Wagner  via  Athens.  He  is  three  miles  north  of  Athens,  and  will  march 
for  Pulaski  to-day.  He  will  leave  his  camp  at  about  noon,  so  he  tele- 
graphs. Communication  has  been  established  to-day  with  Athens  by 
telegraph.  1.30  p.  m..  General  Hatch  sends  word  that  citizens  rei)ort 
that  the  advance  of  Forrest's  command  has  reached  Lawrenceburg.  2 
p.  m.,  General  Hatch  is  directed  to  send  out  a  cavalry  force  to  Law- 
renceburg to  discover  what  is  there.  7  p.  m.,  received  dispatch  from 
General  Croxton,  dated  Shoal  Creek,  November  3,  5  p.  m.,  stating  that 
the  rebels  are  reported  to  be  crossing  in  force  at  the  mouth  of  Blue 
Water,  ten  miles  above  Shoal  Creek  bridge,  and  he  does  not  know 
whether  it  is  infantry  or  cavalry,  and  he  suggests  that  General  Hatcli 
move  at  once  on  the  Lamb's  Ferry  road.  7.30  p.  m.,  General  Stanley 
received  dispatch  from  General  Thomas.    He  says — 

Keep  Hood  at  Fl<u-ence  nntil  Sunday  and  you  will  bo  all  right,  as  Sohotield's  corps 
will  be  up  by  that  time.  I  have  heard  from  Croxton  up  to  yesterday  p.  m.  He  re- 
ports the  enemy  still  at  Florence  fortifying. 

General  Hatch  will  be  directed  to  move  as  soon  as  the  regiment 
which  went  on  a  reconnaissance  to  Lawrenceburg  returns  and  reports 

what  is  there.  ■,  r^      .         ^  oi      i 

November  4. — 9  a.  m.,  received  note  from  General  Croxton  at  biioai 
Creek  bridge,  stating  that  the  enemy  attempted  to  cross  the  Tennessee 
Kiver  at  the  mouth  of  Blue  Water,  and  they  were  repulsed.  12.30  p. 
m  ,  the  regiment  sent  to  Lawrenceburg  yesterday  afternoon  on  recon- 
naissance returned.  There  is  no  force  of  the  enemy  there;  has  been 
none  but  small  squads.  12.45  p.  m..  General  Hatch  directed  to  move 
his  command  to  Sugar  Creek  to  morrow  (twenty  miles  trom  Pulaski  on 
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the. road  to  Lamb's  Ferry),  and  to  form  on  General  Croxtoii's  left.  He 
"wili  take  command  of  all  of  the  cavalry.  1  p.  m.,  received  dispatch 
li'om  General  Thomas,  saying  that  he  has  heard  from  General  Croxton, 
who  reports  that  he  finds  the  enemy's  lines  unchanged.  Tliey  have  a 
large  force  of  infantry  and  very  little  cavalry.  General  Hatch  must 
move  at  once  to  Bough's  Factory,  via  Jjexington,  and  he  and  Croxton 
must  do  all  they  can  to  hold  the  enemy  in  his  present  ])osition  until 
troops  can  be  concentrated  at  Pulaski.  G  p.  m.,  General  Wagner  re- 
ports that  his  division  (Set-ond  Division,  Fourth  Corps)  is  now  in  camp 
Avithin  three  miles  of  Pulaski,  and  he  will  be  in  town  early  in  the  morn- 
ing. 8.30  p.  m.,  General  Thomas  telegraphs  that  he  wi.shcs  General 
Hatch  to  proceed  to  Bough's  Factory,  where  General  Croxton  will  re- 
I)ort  to  him.  This  will  enable  Croxton  to  concentrate  his  force  toward 
the  left.  General  Hatch  can  then  cover  the  Florence  and  Lawrence- 
burg  r<rad.  and  watch  the  country  to  the  west,  Avhile  Croxton,  with  his 
own  and  Capron's  command  (which  has  just  arrived  from  Nashville), 
can  cover  the  Florence  and  Athens  road  and  Avatch  the  country  up  to 
Lamb's  Ferry.  This  cavalry  will  then  completely  cover  the  road  for 
the  passage  of  wagon  trains  from  Stevenson  to  J^ulaski.  9.30  p.  m., 
telegrai>hed  General  Thomas  that  General  Hatch  will  go  to  Lexington 
to-morrow.  Colonel  Capron  will  follow  as  soon  as  Iiis  horses  are  shod. 
November  5. — 9.30  a.  m.,  received  dispatch  from  (General  Thomas,  di- 
recting that  if  any  of  General  Schofield's  troops  (Twenty-tliird  Cor])s) 
have  arrived  at  Pulaski  to  send  them  back  to  Nashville,  as  they  are  to 
go  to  Johnsonville.  10  a.  m.,  the  telegraph  line  is  cut  between  this 
point  and  Nashville;  cut  a  few  moments  ago.  The  trains  here  will  not 
return  until  it  is  knoAvn  Avhether  thef  enemy  has  a  force  on  the  railroad. 
There  are  two  i-egiments  of  General  Schofield's  command  here,  and  they 
will  be  detained  until  the  road  is  open.  10.30  a.  m.,  received  disjiatch 
from  General  Croxton,  stating  that — 

The  first  report  I  receivod  fvnm  the  month  of  thu  Ulno  Water  tvils  that  the  enemy 
■were  crossing  in  force,  hut  learned  afterward  that  several  hundred  crossed  to  an 
island  and  tlience  atteu\pted  to  cross  to  the  shore,  but  were  driven  back  by  the 
guard  at  that  point.  I  <lon't  see  bow  I  can  re-eufoi'ce  that  point  at  present.  General 
Granger  has  not  relieved  the  battalion  at  Liijnb's  Ferry.  Colonel  C'ai>rou  reports 
that  he  is  in  Pulaski.  I  don't  know  wliere  General  Hatch  is.  The  Tenth  and  Twelfth 
Tennessee  Cav.alry  are  at  Hough's  Factory,  on  the  military  road,  with  instructions  to 
scout  well  to  the  right,  but  1  don't  rely  upon  their  connnander,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Clift,  Fifth  Tennessee  Cavalry. 

This  dispatcb  was  addressed  to  General  Thomas  and  dated  November 
5, 9  a.  m.  4  p.  m.,  issued  order  for  the  troops  to  commencte  intrenching 
at  8  o'clock  to-morrow,  the  works  to  be  (constructed  under  supervision 
of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  J.  Wood. 

November  (>. — 8  a.  m.,  received  disi)atch  from  General  Croxton,  ad- 
dressed to  General  Thomas,  dated  Six-Mile  ('reek,  ten  miles  east  of 
Florence,  November  5, 1804,  3.30  p.  m.,  as  follows: 

The  enemy  attacked  me  in  force  with  infantry  and  artillery,  at  10  a.  m.,  at  Shoal 
Creek,  and  succeeded  in  effecting  a  passage  at  il  p.  in.,  l)y  ero.s,siug  in  force  below 
me.  Seven  men  sent  by  me  on  the  2d  instant  to  cut  their  pontoons  found  none,  but 
a  trestle  bridge  instead.  It  was  midnight  of  the  2d  instant  when  tlu'y  passed  it, 
and  wagons  were  then  crossing  to  this  side.  I  have  directed  Colonel  Clift,  com- 
manding on  the  military  road,  not  to  fall  back  unless  necc.s,sary,  and  then  toward 
Lexington,  to  which  iioint  General  Hatch  should  hurry  at  (mce. 

On  the  back  of  the  above  dispatch  Avas  indorsed — 

Ticx  Mii.KS  I'lujM  Lkxington. 
I  opened  this,  thinking  it  important.     Shall  move  at  once  to  Lexington. 

E.  HATCH, 
Briijailkr-  Gvnvral, 
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9.30  ii.  111.,  the  telegraph  h'uc  is  still  down.  A  triiiii  will  start  to 
Nashville  at  10  a.  ni.  (."aptaiu  Moxley,  aicle-de-cainp,  will  be  sejit  oil  it 
to  hnrry  up  animmiitiou  I'roui  Nashville.  Send  a.  disjiatch  by  him  to 
General  Thomas,  as  follows : 

Pri.A.SKi,  'l"i:\N.,  Noremher  (>,  I81U—O  a.  m. 
Majoi'-Goucval  Tiion A.s : 

Tiio  lino  is  still  down,  iiiid  li.is  hrmi  IVir  iieiiily  tn-cnity-four  lioins.  I  scud  Crox- 
ton's  dis])iit<he.s  with  Hatch's  iudorBeiiioiits  on  them,  by  a,  stall'  oflicoi-,  to  ho  tulc- 
{•raiihcd  I'roni  (.^oinniliiii  if  possibhi.  ■  Please  send  mo  500  boxes  No.  .58  caliber  ara- 
nmuition  by  first  train.     I  will  hold  this  place. 

1).  S.  STANLEY, 

Major-Gciieral. 

10  a.  m.,  telegraph  wire  repaired  and  is  working  to  Nashville.  Sent 
dispatches  to  Oaptain  Townsend,  ordnance  oflicer,  and  General  Thomas, 
requesting  that  500  boxes  of  musket  ammunition,  caliber  .58,  be  sent 
to  this  iilace  by  first  train.  1 1 .30  a.  m.,  directed  Colonel  Capron  to  send 
one  regiment  to  Lawrenceburg  at  once  to  watch  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  and  to  retain  the  rest  of  his  force  here  for  the  ])resent.  12  m,, 
General  Stanley  sent  word  to  General  Croxton,  as  follows: 

I  am  obi  iged  to  keep  Colouel  Capron's  command  here,  excepting  a  part  of  it  sent  this 
niovuing  to  Lawreucebnrg.  If  the  enemy  advance  farther  disiinto  his  progiess  with- 
out endangering  your  command,  and  fall  back  to  this  place,  unless  the  evidence  is 
unmistakable  tliat  his  march  is  oitln'r  on  Athens  or  Columbia,  when  you  will  en- 
deavor to  get  the  lead  on  the  road  he  is  traveling,  i  will  have  all  ready  to  receive 
him  at  this  place.  As  soon  as  Colonel  Capron's  ocmimand  can  be  spared  he  will  be 
sent  to  you. 

C  ]).  m..  General  Oroxton's  dispatch,  dated  Four-Mile  Creek,  Novem- 
ber 6,  0.30  a.  m.,  received.  lie  says  the  enemy  recrossed  Shoal  Creek 
hist  night.  He  had  cominunicated  with  General  Hat(;h,  and  as  soon  as 
Hatch  moves  down  he  Avill  occupy  the  line  of  Shoal  Creek.  He  further 
says  a  prisoner  belonging  to  the  Third  Engineer  Eegiment,  who  built 
their  bridge,  reports  that  Lee's  corps  crossed  on  Tuesday,  and  that  they 
have  no  other  force  on  this  side,  and  they  had  about  a  division  in  the  fight 
yesterday.  7  p.  m.,  sent  directions  to  General  Hatch  to  again  occupy 
the  line  of  Shoal  Creek,  .and  to  try  and  find  out  Avhere  the  enemy's  pon- 
toon boats  are.  11.30  p.  m.,  received  dispatch  from  General  Thomas, 
saying- 
Keep  Hatch  and  Croxton  as  close  to  the  enemy  as  they  can  get  and  be  secure,  for 
instance,  on  Shoal  Creek,  that  they  may  get  the  earliest  intelligence  of  any  move- 
uicuts  the  enemj'  may  nndcrtake. 

Kovembey  7. — 7  a.  111.,  General  Croxton  di.spatched  that  Johnson's  divis- 
ion, of  Lee's  corps,  is  encia.nipcd  on  Shoal  Creek,  near  the  bridge,  and 
that  General  Hatch  jiassed  Lexington  at  11  a.  ni.  November  0.  4  p.  m., 
received  a  report  from  the  regiment  which  was  sent  on  a  reconnaissance 
to  Lawrenceburg.  Nothing  was  found  there  but  some  few  of  the  enemy's 
scouts.  5  p.  m.,  received  disi>atch  i'roin  General  Hatch,  dated  near 
Hough's  Mills,  November  (>,  8  ]i.  ni.  He  says  he  found  the  enemy's 
pickets  on  the  Lawrenceburg  road,  three  miles  north  of  Bough's  Factory, 
and  drove  them  over  Shoal  Creek.  Tliey  belonged  to  Armstrong's  cav- 
alry (said  to  be  4,000  strong).  P'ouiid  some  infantry  on  south  side  of  the 
creek;  also,  three  miles  lower  down,  at  White's  Ford,  a  division  of  in- 
fantry. At  once  sent  copy  of  this  dispat(;h  to  Major-General  Thomas. 
0  i>.  m.,  a  deserter  from  tiie  enemy  came  in.  He  belongs  to  Sixteenth 
Alabama,  Cleburne's  division,  Cheatham's  corps.  Left  Florence  last 
Wednesday.  He  says  three  corps  are  across  the  river  in  Florence;  the 
last  crossed  Wednesday  morning.    The  cavalry  is  all  on  the  other  side 
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of  the  river,  he  says,  Avatcliiiifj  for  Sherman,  and  the  trains  were  all  at 
Tusciunbia.  Jetf.  Davis  visited  the  army  Avlien  below  Decatur,  and  he 
and  General  Hood  niiwle  speeches.  Hood  said  they  would  plant  their 
flag  on  the  Ohio  before  they  stopped ;  says  they  are  going  to  Murfrees- 
borough,  via  Athens;  are  waiting  for  their  cavalry  to  start;  also,  th.at 
they  are  putting  a  railroad  bridge  over  the  old  piers  at  Florence.  11  p. 
m.,  received  telegram  from  General  Thomas,  in  which  he  suggests  tluit 
one  of  Colonel  Capron's  regiments  patrol  the  railroad  from  Pulaski  to 
Columbia,  lie  has  instructed  General  Eousseau  to  patrol  it  from  Co- 
lumbia toward  Nashville.  11.30  p.  m..  General  Croxton  sends  dispatch, 
dated  Four-Mile  Creek,  November  7, 1864,  9  a.  m.,  in  which  he  says  his 
scouts  are  continually  in  sight  of  Shoal  Creek,  and  there  are  no  rebels 
on  this  side  of  it;  also  that  General  Hatch  is  near  Bough's  Mills  and  he 
communicates  with  Mm. 

N'ovemher  8. — G  a.  m.,  received  dispatch  from  General  Hatch,  dated 
headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division,  near  Bough's  Mills,  November  7, 
1864,  as  follows : 

We  hold  tho  line  taken  yesterday  at  Shoal  Creek  and  Bough's  Mills.  I  have  one 
brigade  here  and  move  one  brigade  down  the  creek  to  fill  np  the  gap  between  my 
division  anil  General  Croxton,  and  hold  tlie  main  Lexington  and  Florence  road.  My 
headquarters  will  be  at  Taylor's  Springs,  that  point  being  more  central  than  the 
present.  If  Capron's  brigade  is  at  Pulaski  it  would  be  well  to  patrol  west  to  Law- 
renceburg. 

9  a.  m.,  directed  Colonel  Capron  to  send  scouting  parties  of  fifty  men 
each  to  Columbia,  along  the  railroad,  each  day;  arrange  it  so  that  one 
I)arty  may  leave  here  and  one  leave  Columbia  each  day ;  the  party  from 
here  to  start  to-day;  to  instruct  them  to  scout  well  to  the  west  of  the 
railroad,  and  to  move  principally  by  moonlight  and  remain  concealed 
by  day,  as  the  guerrillas  operate  principally  after  night.  2  p.  m.,  re- 
ceived dispatch  from  Major-General  Thomas,  in  which  he  says  that  he 
Avishes  Generals  Hatch  and  Croxton  to  hold  the  enemy  as  long  as  possi- 
ble, and  should  the  enemy  overpower  them  and  march  on  Pulaski  you 
(General  Stanley) — 

Must  hold  that  place ;  but  should  he  avoid  Pulaski  and  move  north,  so  place  your 
troops  as  to  cover  Nashville  and  strike  him  on  the  first  favorable  opportunity  which 
may  be  jiresented.  A.  J.  Smith's  troops  will  begin  to  arrive  soon,  and  the  cavalry 
from  Louisville,  where  it  has  been  sent  to  be  mounted.  We  shall  then  be  able  to 
assume  the  ofl'ensivc. 

5  p.  m.,  sent  word  to  General  Hatch  to  burn  every  mill  in  the  country 
if  the  rebels  advance,  and  preliminary  thereto  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant ones  might  be  burned  now;  also,  to  burn  the  factories  that 
are  furnishing  clothing  to  the  enemy.  10.30  p.  m.,  received  dispatch 
from  General  Hatch,  dated  headquarters  U.  S.  Cavalry  Forces,  Taylor's 
Springs,  Ala.,  November  8,  1864,  9.30  a.  m.  He  says  the  enemy's 
pontoon  bridge  has  not  gone  away  unless  carried  off  by  the  late  rains 
and  rise  in  the  water.  He  still  occupies  the  line  of  Shoal  Creek.  If  the 
enemy  docs  not  attack  him  to-day  he  Avill  attack  along  the  entire  line 
to-morrow  to  find  out  what  he  has  there.  11  p.  m.,  received  telegram 
from  General  Granger,  dated  Huutsville,  November  8.  He  says  a  force 
of  cavalry  under  Russell,  from  300  to  500,  left  Anderson's  Cross-Eoads 
this  morning,  going  toward  Fayetteville. 

N'ovemher  9. — 7  a.  m.,  sent  Colonel  Capron  information  of  the  move- 
ment of  the  enemy's  cavalry  toward  Fayetteville,  as  telegraphed  by 
General  Granger,  and  instructed  him  to  send  a  force  of  400  good  men 
to  Fayetteville  to  attack  said  force  aiut  whip  it.  This  force  may  be 
making  for  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Eailroad,  above  Tullahoma, 
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or  may  expect  to  cut  off"  some  of  the  corps  supply  train  on  way  from 
Winchester  to  Fayetteville,  or  it  may  be  this  ibrce  is  gathering  supplies 
in  preparation  for  a  larger  force  to  follow.  If  this  is  so,  the  force  that 
is  to  be  sent  out  from  here  must  burn  all  of  the  mills  on  its  line  of  march ; 
if  it  is  not  so,  no  mills  must  be  bnrned,  as  we  may  wish  to  use  them. 
3  p.  m.,  received  dispatch  from  General  Hatch,  dated  Taylor's  Springs^ 
Ala.,  November  8, 1864,  p.  m.     He  says  General  Groxton  reports — 

The  river  has  risen  more  than  two  feet  on  tlie  shoals — enough  to  make  six  feet  helow 
there.  A  scout  from  the  other  side  reports  the  bulk  of  Hood's  army  still  ou  that 
side. 

General  Hatch  says — 

Steam-boat  captains  say  that  one  inch  on  the  shoals  is  one  foot  below.  It  is 
scarcely  probable  that  there  is  a  rise  of  twenty-four  feet.  1  shall  attack  the  entire  line 
of  pickets  in  the  morninj;  to  learn  where  the  enemy  is.  I  have  senta  battalion  to  the 
river  below  Florence  to  meet  boat  sent  down  the  river  by  General  Croxton  to  ascer- 
tain the  fact  relating  to  the  pontoon  bridge. 

One  or  two  railroad  bridges,  which  were  washed  away  by  high  water 
between  this  place  and  Nashville  on  the  7th,  are  still  down  and  trains 
cannot  come  to  this  point.  It  Avill  be  three  days  before  these  bridges  are 
built. 

November  10. — 7  a.  m.,  received  dispatch  from  General  Hatch,  dated 
Taylor's  Si)rings,  November  9, 1864,  as  follows : 

I  moved  my  entire  command  forward  this  moi'uing  to  the  four  main  crossings  on 
Shoal  Creek.  Found  the  water  had  risen  dnriug  the  night  and  continued  to  rise  so 
rapidly  horses  could  not  ford  anywhere.  The  enemy's  pickets  were  posted  at  all  the 
fords,  mostly  cavalry,  which  were  easily  driven  back.  Aprisouer  from  the  Sixty-third 
Virginia  reports  one  cori)S  and  one  division  of  infantry  on  this  side  of  the  Tennessee, 
with  about  2,000  cavalry.  The  balance  of  Hood's  army  on  the  south  bank.  I  have 
not  heard  from  the  party  in  boats  sent  last  night  to  cut  Hood's  pontoons  or  the  de- 
tachment sent  around  tlic  enenij''s  left  flank  to  pick  them  up. 

4  p.  m.,  received  dispatch  from  General  Hatch,  dated  Taylor's  Springs, 
November  10,  5  a.  m.,  stating  that  a  scout  just  in  from  below  Florence, 
on  Tennessee  Eiver,  reports  that — 

One  corps  of  infantry  and  Roddey's  cavalry  are  at  Florence.  The  other  two  corps 
occupy  Tuscumbia  and  luka.  No  troops  at  Eastport  and  he  believes  none  at  Cor- 
inth. All  of  the  streams  arc  high  and  the  Tennessee  River  rising  rapidly.  As  soon 
as  Shoal  Creek  and  Cypress  admit  of  crossing  I  will  push  in  their  pickets  and  try  to 
camp  near  the  enemy's  command. 

5  p.  m..  Colonel  Spalding  reports  that  the  scouting  party  sent  to 
Lynnville,  Tenn.,  has  returned.  It  burned  four  dwellings  and  several 
vacated  houses  which  the  guerrillas  occupied  at  night.  Since  these 
houses  have  been  burned  the  telegrai)h  wire  between  this  place  and 
Nashville  has  not  been  molested.  The  citizens  of  Lynnville  were  as- 
sembled and  told  that  if  the  wires  or  railroad  are  again  disturbed  the 
remainder  of  the  town  will  be  burned. 

November  11. — ^Nothing.of  importance  occurred  to-day.  11  p.  m.,  re- 
ceived dispatch  from  General  Hatch,  dated  Taylor's  Springs,  November 
11,  4.30  \y.  m.,  stating — 

Wishing  to  ascertain  if  the  enemy  were  in  force  on  the  opposite  bank  of  Shoal 
Creek  I  attacked  the  eneniy  this  morning  at  iive  points,  ou  three  roads,  driving 
the  enemy's  cavalry  and  infantry  pickets  into  their  infantry  camps.  Lcaru  the 
enemy  is  still  in  force'  on  this  side  of  the  river  on  the  Waynesborough  and  Florence 
road.  Pushed  the  enemy  as  far  south  as  Wilson's  Cross-Roads.  Shoal  Creek  con- 
tinues high ;  we  crossed  with  great  difficulty.  I  cannot  learn  that  the  enemy's  pon- 
toons have  been  carried  away  by  high  water — think  it  possible. 

November  12. — 11  p.  m.,  received  frmn  Major  Tompkins,  who  went  on 
a  scout  to  Clifton,  dispatch  stating  that  1,000  of  Forrest's  men  passed 
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througli  Waynesborougli  Tlinrsclay  afternoon,  moving  in  the  direction 
of  Columbia.  Morris'  brigade  (rebel)  was  iu  Waynesborough  yesterday. 
Citizens  state  tliat  Forrest  was  crossing  his  main  force  above  Clifton. 
Sent  dispatch  to  General  Thomas  this  evening,  stating  that  we  have 
but  two  days'  rations  on  hand,  and  wishing  to  know  how  soon  tlie  rail- 
.road  will  be  repaired  so  that  trains  may  run,  &c.  Nothing  else  of  im- 
portance to-day.    No  news  from  General  Hatch. 

Novemher  13. — 9  a.  m.,  recjeived  dispatch  from  General  Hatch,  dated 
Taylor's  Springs,  November  12,  0  \).  m.,  as  follows: 

No  change!  iu  o>ir  front  with  the  exception  that  the  enemy  have  drawn  their  pick- 
ets in  somewliat.  A  deserter  reports  the  enemy  are  coming  out  in  the  luoruiug  to 
attacli;  us.  Tliis  he  heard  an  oiHcor  say.  If  they  come  out  to-morrow  I  sliall  not 
look  upon  tlie  movement  as  an  advance  of  Hood's  anpy.  It  would  not  surprise  meif 
a  movement  of  the  kind  was  to  cover  a  crossing  to  the  soutli  hank  of  the  Tennessee. 
If  Hood  was  to  advance,  his  eampiug-gronnd  ought  to  have  been  Shoal  Creek  for 
Jorage,  and  obtain  I'acilities  the  stream  aflords. 

3  J),  m.,  received  dispatch  from  Major  Tompkins,  who  Avent  on  a  scout, 
dated  Lawrenceburg,  November  13.  He  says  that  he  went  within  eight 
miles  of  Waynesborough.  Struck  the  rebel  scouts,  but  learning  that  a 
brigade  of  rebel  cavalry  was  in  tlie  place  he  fell  back  to  Lawrenceburg. 
There  is  no  forage  between  the  latter  place  and  Waynesborough.  Citi- 
zens report  the  enemy  hauling  corn  from  west  of  Waynesborough  to 
Florence.  They  are  also  hunting  tanneries  and  leather.  9  \).  m..  Gen- 
eral Schofield,  with  part  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  arrived  at  Pulaski 
by  railroad.    The  rest  of  said  corps  on  the  way  here. 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Jefferson  G.  Davis,  V.  8.  Army,  commanding 
Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 

Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  6a.,  December  31, 1864. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Cor]is  since  the  8th  of  September, 
when  it  went  into  camp  at  White  Hall,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.  This  report 
will  describe  the  movements  of  the  cor])S  during  our  operations  against 
Hood's  forces  in  his  efl'orts  to  draw  the  army  from  Atlanta  by  destroy- 
ing our  communications  with  Chattanooga  and  Nashville,  and  will  also 
contain  a  complete  record  of  the  march  from  Kingston,  Ga.,  to  this 
place,  the  number  of  miles  marched  and  amount  of  railroad  destroyed, 
the  number  of  anhnals  captured  and  amount  of  subsistence  obtained 
from  the  country,  and  such  other  statistical  matter  as  the  general  com- 
manding desires  will  be  given  as  near  as  possible : 

The  corps  remained  in  its  camp  at  White  Hall,  Ga.,  resting  from  the 
effects  of  the  long  and  arduous  campaign  which  ended  in  the  taking  of 
Atlanta  until  the  29th  of  Se])tember,  on  which  day,  at  an  early  hour, 
General  Morgan's  division  (Second)  left  by  railroad  for  Chattanooga 
and  Huntsville  to  operate  against  Forrest's  forces,  then  threatening  our 
communications  in  the  vicinity  of  Decatur  and  Athens,  Ala.  The  other 
two  divisions  remained  in  camp,  holding  themselves  in  readiness  to 
move  against  Hood  as  soon  as  the  object  of  the  movement  he  was  then 
making  on  our  right  Hank  could  be  determined. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Mditary  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  following  the 
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Fourth  Corps,  my  command  readied  the  Ohattahoochee  liiver  at  the 
railroad  crossiug-  at  night-fall,  but,  owing  to  the  rain  and  high  water, 
the  bridges  became  very  insecure,  and  the  crossing  was  not  accom- 
])lished  until  the  next  morning.  The  troops  only  marched  as  far  as 
Nickajack,  and  went  into  camp  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  wagons 
detained  at  the  river  by  the  crossing  of  General  Howard's  troops. 
The  5t-h  the  cor]»s  marched  to  connect  with  the  Fourth  Corps  near 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  but,  owing  to  its  being  on  the  flank  and  having  to 
take  indirect  roads,  and  other  troops  and  trains  crossing  its  line  of 
march,  our  i)rogress  was  nuich  imi)eded,  and  it  did  )iot  (jonnect,  as 
desired,  until  the  morning  of  the  0th,  notwithstanding  the  troops 
marched  until  late  at  niglit,  when  it  took  position  on  the  left  of  the 
Fourth  Corps  at  Jack's  house,  near  Pine  Mountain.  The  following  two 
days  the  rain  fell  in  heavy  showers,  causing  the  roads  to  become  almost 
impassable.  The  troops  remained  in  camp  awaiting  orders.  Many 
ofli(;ers  and  men  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  here  presented 
to  visit  the  different  battle-grounds  and  cherished  graves  of  their  fallen 
comrades.  The  news  of  the  gallant  defense  of  Allatoona  Pass  by  Gen- 
eral Corse  and  his  command  was  received  and  announced  to  the  troops 
amid  great  euthusiasm.  During  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  the  corjis 
moved  its  camp,  in  comxdiance  with  orders  from  Major-General  Stanley, 
connnanding  the  Fourth  and  Fourteenth  Cori)s,  and  went  into  camj)  at 
Morris'  Hill  Church,  where,  awaiting  orders,  it  remained  until  3  p.  m. 
the  10th,  when  the  march  was  resumed  and  (continued  on  the  main  road 
leading  through  the  Allatoona  Pass  to  the  Etowah  liiver.  This  point 
was  reached  by  the  advance  of  the  column,  after  a  fatiguing  night's 
march,  at  1  o'clock  in  the  morning.  October  11 ,  the  march  was  resumed 
at  7  a.  m.,  and  the  troops  went  into  camp  one  mile  beyond  Kingston  at 
sunset.  On  the  morning  of  the  12th  the  whole  army  marched  for  Home. 
The  Fourteenth  Corps,  followed  by  the  Fourth  Corps,  moved  by  the  way 
of  Woodlands  and  went  into  canip  at  Hume's  Mill,  three  miles  from 
Konie.  On  the  following  evening  the  whole  army  commenced  itsmove- 
nient  upon  Eesaca,  taking  the  main  road  leading  to  that  place  through 
Calhoun,  following  the  Fourth  Corps;  the  Fourteenth  Corps  went  into 
camp  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Oostenaula,  at  llesaca.  At  dawn  (m 
the  morning  of  the  15th  the  corps  moved  in  co-operation  with  the  Fourth 
Corps  in  turning  the  enemy's  position  at  Snake  Creek  Gap.  On  reach- 
ing Eed  wine's  Cove  it  Avas  ascertained  that  no  trains  could  possibly  be 
taken  over  the  mountain  in  this  direction,  and  they  were  ordered  to  re- 
main behind.  The  ascent  was  commenced  late  in  the  evening,  and  the 
summit  reached  several  hours  after  dark,  when  the  troops  bivouacked 
the  remainder  of  the  night  on  the  mountain.  On  the  16th  moved  at 
daylight  and  i)assed  down  the  mountain  intf>  the  gap  a  short  dis- 
tance in  advance  of  the  Fcnirth  Corps;  and  after  passhig  into  the  level 
country  beyond,  by  cutting  a  road  to  the  side  of  the  main  one,  was  en- 
abled to  march  the  infantry  abreast  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  until  the 
head  of  the  column  readied  Dick's  (iap  and  went  into  camp.  During 
the  17th  the  corps  remained  in  camp,  bat  marched  early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  18th  through  Mattox's  (iap,  in  Taylor's  Eidge,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Summerville,  and  went  into  camp  four  miles  north  of  Penn's 
Ford,  on  the  Chattooga  Eiver.  On  the  I'Jth  marched  for  Summerville, 
and  after  much  delay,  in  consequence  of  coming  in  contact  with  other 
troops,  did  not  get  into  camp  at  that  place  until  late  in  the  evening, 
though  the  day's  march  was  but  a  short  one.  Starting  at  8  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  20th,  and  passing  through  Melville,  the  corps  went 
into  camp  at  Gaylesville  a  little  after  dark,  making  a  march  of  twenty 
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miles.  During  the  intervening  days  between  the  20t]i  and  28th  the 
corps  remained  in  its  camp  at  Gaylesville.  At  this  place  ample  sub- 
sistence for  the.  troops  was  found  in  the  surrounding  country,  and 
the  whole  command  was  abundantly  supplied  by  sending  foraging  par- 
ties out  daily  to  collect  it.  On  the  24th  General  Morgan's  division 
rejoined  the  corps  from  its  expedition  against  Forrest.  (For  a  history 
of  the  movements  of  this  division  during  this  period,  I  wish  respectfully 
to  refer  the  general  commanding  to  General  Morgan's  report.)  On  the 
evening  of  the  28th,  preparatory  to  our  march  to  Rome,  Morgan's  and 
Carlin's  divisions,  with  the  trains,  crossed  the  Chattooga  River  on  a 
bridge  erected  by  Colonel  Gleason,  commanding  brigade  Third  Division, 
near  the  town,  and  on  the  following  morning,  the  29th,  the  whole  corps 
marched  for  that  place  during  the  evening  and  following  morning  and 
went  into  camp  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Oostenaula  River.  October 
30  and  31,  the  troops  remained  in  camp  on  De  Soto  Hill,  await- 
ing orders,  without  change  of  i)Osition,  except  the  movement  of  my 
trains  to  Kingston  under  escort  of  a  part  of  General  Morgan's  division. 
On  the  1st  of  November  the  whole  of  General  Morgan's  division  marched 
and  went  into  camp  at  Kingston,  and  was  joined  by  the  remainder  of 
the  corps  on  the  (2d|  of  November,  where  it  remained  prosecuting  its 
preparations  for  the  grand  campaign  through  Georgia,  just  closed  in  the 
capture  of  Savannah.  While  at  Kingston  all  surplus  baggage  of  every 
description  was  sent  to  the  rear,  and  absent  officers  and  men  were 
ordered  to  rejoin  their  commands.  1  regret  to  report  that  many  failed  to 
comply  with  this  order.  November  8,  General  Morgan's  division  marched 
to  Cartersville  and  relieved  a  portion  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  at  that 
place,  Cartersville  had  been  designated  as  the  point  t/O  which  a  part  of 
the  supplies  to  the  Fourteenth  Corps  should  be  landed,  and  all  trains 
with  the  command  were  ordered  there  and  loaded  by  the  12th,  on  the 
evening  of  which  the  whole  coriis  evacuating  Kingston  had  concen- 
trated. The  work  of  destroying  the  railroad  from  the  Etowah  River 
to  Big  Shanty  was  assigned  to  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  and  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  13th  it  was  commenced.  The  march  and  complete  de- 
struction of  the  track  was  accomi)lished  by  11  o'clock  at  night.  The 
whole  corps  moved  early  the  next  morning  from  its  camp  in  the  vicinity 
of  Acworth  and  Big  Shanty,  and  camped  at  the  Chattahoochee  River.* 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JEP.  C.  DAVIS, 
Brevet  Major  General,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Rodgers, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Left  Wing. 


No.  G. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  P.  Carlin,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  First 

Division. 

Hbqes.  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Oa.,  January  6, 1865. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  operations  of  this 
division  during  the  period  between  the  capture  of  Atlanta  and  the  cap- 
ture of  Savannah: 

Entering  Atlanta  on  the  8th  of  September,  the  division  consisted  of 
the  following  organizations,  viz,  the  First  Brigade,  Col.  M.  C.  Taylor, 

*  For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  tlie  Savannah  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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and  Battery  C,  First  Illinois  Artillery,  Captain  Prescott  coiumandiug-. 
During-  tlie  month  of  September  the  following-named  regiments  were 
detached  frourthe  division  or  mustered  out  of  service:  The  First  Wis- 
consin, Tenth  Wisconsin,  and  Fifteenth  ICentucky.  The  entire  Second 
Brigade  was  detached  about  the  last  of  Septen\ber  and  ordered  to  Look- 
out Mountain.  On  the  3d  of  October  I  commenced  the  campaign 
against  the  rebel  army  under  Hood,  wlio  had  gone  to  our  rear  auil  was 
operating  on  our  comnumications.  The  march  was  continued  daily, 
via  Marietta,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  AUatoona,  Kingston,  liouje,  Eesaca, 
Snake  Cifeek  Gap,  Ship's  Gap,  Summerville,  and  Chattoogaville,  to 
Gaylesville,  Ala.,  where  we  remained  from  October  21  to  October  28, 
during  which  the  troops  and  aninmls  were  subsisted  almost  exclusively 
by  foraging  on  the  country.  At  Gayh^sville  the  Tliird  Brigade  was  sent 
out  to  search  for  one  Gatewood  and  his  band  of  guerrillas,  but  Colonel 
Hambright,  confining  himself  altogether  to  the  main  roads,  failed  to  ac- 
complish any  useful  result.  On  the  28th  we  set  out  for  Kome,  and 
arrived  there  on  the  29th;  here  the  Thirteenth  Michigan  Volunteers 
loined  the  division.  Novbmber  2,  we  marched  to  Kingston,  where,  in  a 
few  days,  the  troops  received  pay  and  clothing;  here,  also,  the  Twenty- 
first  Michigan  Volunteers  joined  the  division.  On  the  12th  of  Novem- 
ber we  left  Kingston  for  Oartersville,  where  we  arrived  that  night.  On 
the  13th  I  resumed  the  march  southward,  and  at  Acworth  commenced 
destroying  the  railroad,  which  was  continued  to  Big  Shanty,  5  miles, 
where  Ave  camped  for  the  night.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  r.  CARLIN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClubg, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Hdqrs.  Fotirteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  7. 


Report  of  Col.  Harrison  G.  ffohart,  Twenty-first  Wisconsin  Infantry, 
commanding  First  Brigade. 

Hdqks.  First  Buig.,  First  Div.,  14Tn  Army  Corps, 

ii'ear  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  31,  1864. 

Captain:  In  compliance  with  circiular  from  headquarters  First  Di- 
vision, Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  dated  December  28,  18C4, 1  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  brigade 
from  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  (la.,  to  the  capture  of  Savannah,  Ga. : 

From  the  fall  of  Atlanta  until  the  8th  day  of  November,  18C4,  this 
brigade  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hapeman,  One  hundred 
and  fourth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  whom  I  relieved  at  Kingston, 
Ga.,  by  order  of  General  Carlin.  The  operations  of  the  command  dur- 
ing this  period  consisted  of  a  series  of  marches  after  the  rebel  army 
under  General  Hood  through  Northwestern  Georgia  to  the  border  of 
Alabama.    The  following  statements  show  the  principal  points  arrived 

*  For  coiitiimatiou  of  report,  relating  to  the  Savauiiali  campaign,  sec  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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at  during  these  marches :  On  the  3d  day  of  October  the  brigade  inarched 
with  the  division  from  Atlanta,  and  on  the  night  of  the  5th  i  t  bivouacked 
near  Marietta.  On  the  morning  of  the  Gth  we  again  resumed  the  march, 
and  passing  Kenesaw  Mtmntahi,  leaving  Big  Shanty  and  Acwortli  on 
the  right,  we  crossed  the  Allatoona  Mountain,  the  Etowah  River,  and 
arrived  at  Rome,  Ga.,  on  the  13tli.  From  Rome  the  co^pmand  marched 
to  Gaylesville,  Ala.,  passing  through  Resaca,  Snake  Creek  Gap,  Ship's 
Gap,  and  Summerville.  At  Gaylesville  the  troops  remained  in  (!amp  for 
several  days  and  were  subsisted  almost  entirely  on  the  potatoes,  chi(;kens, 
cattle,  sheep,  &c.,  which  were  gathered  from  the  surrounding  country. 
From  Gaylesville,  on  the  28th,  the  command  marched  back  to  liome,  Ga., 
where  it  arrived  on  the  29th.  Here  the  troops  received  i>ayment  to  in- 
clude theSlst  day  of  August,  1804.  On  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  Novem- 
ber, 1864,  the  brigade  marched  from  Rome  to  Kingston,  where  it  remain  ed 
until  the  12th.  At  this  place,  by  order  of  General  Carlin,  I  assumed 
command  of  the  brigade  on  the  8th  of  November.  On  the  12th  day  of 
November  my  brigade  marched  from  Kingston  to  Oartersville.  The 
following  morning  I  crossed  the  Etowah,  marched  through  Allatoona 
Pass  and  Acworth,  destroyed  two  miles  of  railroad,  and  cam])ed  my 
troops  at  Big  Shanty.  From  Big  Shanty  I  marched  to  Atlanta  and 
camped  my  command  about  one  mile  east  of  the  city.  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

H.  C.  HOBART, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  G.  W.  Smith, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Division,  14th  Army  Corps. 


No.  8. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  David  Miles,  Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
commanding  Third  Brigade. 

Hdqbs.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,   14th  Army  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  31,  1804. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  orders  received,  dated  headquarters  First 
Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  29,  1864, 1 
beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  com- 
mand from  the  fall  of  Atlanta  up  to  and  embracing  the  fall  of  Savan- 
nah, Ga. : 

After  the  fall  of  Atlanta  the  brigade  went  into  camp  at  White  Hall, 
near  Atlanta,  and  Avas  engaged  during  the  time  we  remained  there  do- 
ing regular  garrison  and  picket  duty.  October  3,  1804,  the  brigade, 
composed  of  the  Twenty-first,  Sixty-ninth,  and  Seventy -fourth  Ohio, 
Thirty-eighth  Indiana,  and  Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania,  uTider  com- 
mand of  Col.  H.  A.  Hambright,  Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania,  was  or- 
dered to  march  with  the  division  to  the  rear,  as  the  rebel  army  was 
threatening  our  line  of  communications;  camped  night  of  the  3d  on 
north  side  of  Chattahoochee  River.  4th  and  5th,  marclied  to  Mari- 
etta, and  camped  near  Kenesaw  Mountain,  where  we  remained  until 
the  evening  of  the  8th,  The  Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania  was  ordered 
to  report  to  Captain  Swift,  superintendent  of  repairs  on  railroad,  the 

*Kor  continuation  of  report,  reljiting  to  tlie  Siivannali  raiiiiiiiifrn,  src  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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morniug  of  October  7,  and  did  not  again  report  t«  the  command  until 
November  13.  October  8,  marclied  within  a  short  distance  of  Acworth, 
where  we  remained  until  the  evening  of  the  10th,  when  we  started  for 
Kingston,  arriving  there  the  11th,  and  from  there  went  to  Rome  the  12th. 
The  evening  of  the  13th  we  again  resumed  the  march,  arriving  at  Re- 
saca  the  14th.  October  15,  marched  to  foot  of  Kocky  Face  Eidge,  and 
16th  crossed  over  the  ridge  into  Snake  Creek  Gap  and  Taylor's  Ridge 
into  the  Chattooga  Valley,  marching  down  the  valley  tlirough  Summer- 
ville,  and  went  into  camp  atGaylesville,  Ala.,  where  we  remained  until 
the  24th,  when  orders  were  received  to  scout  tlirough  the  mountains 
in  direction  of  Coosaville  and  Dirt  Town,  after  a  band  of  guerrillas 
under  one  Gatewood,  and  after  scouting  through  the  country  mentioned 
and  finding  no  enemy,  returned  to  cam])  the  27th.  October  28  and  29, 
marched  to  Rome,  where  the  brigade  was  paid  off.  November  1,  the 
Thirteenth  Michigan  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry  was  temporarily  as- 
signed to  the  brigade.  November  2,  marched  to  Kingston,  where  we 
remained  until  November  12,  when  orders  were  received  to  march  in 
direction  of  Atlanta.  Near  Big  Shanty  the  brigade  was  engaged  sev- 
eral hours  destroying  railroad.  At  Marietta,  the  13th  of  November,  the 
Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry  rejoined  the 
command.* 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  MILES, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  G.  W.  Smith, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Division,  14th  Army  Corps. 


No.  9. 

Report  of  Capt.  James  H.  Low,  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry. 

Hdqes.  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Vet.  Vol.  Infty., 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  29, 1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  part 
taken  by  the  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry  during 
the  fall  campaign,  from  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  and  its  participation  in  the 
march  to  circumvent  the  movements  of  the  enemy  under  General  Hood, 
its  termination,  the  return  to  Atlanta,  and  the  march  from  that  place 
thi'ough  Georgia,  the  operations  before  Savannah,  ending  in  tlie  evacu- 
ation of  same  by  the  enemy,  and  occupation  by  our  forces  December  21, 
1804: 

October  3,  the  regiment  moved  from  Atlanta,  where  it  had  remained  in 
camp  since  September  0  to  participate  as  part  of  the  Third  Brigade,  First 
Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corjis  (Col.  H.  A.  Hambright,  Seventy-ninth 
Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  commanding),  in  the  march 
against  the  enemy,  who  was  moving  northward,  threatening  communi- 
cations. During  march  passed  through  Marietta,  crossed  Etowah  River, 
passed  through  Kingston,  marching  to  near  Rome,  occupying  time  till  the 
13th  in  march  to  this  place.  From  thence,  on  the  14th,  marched  to 
Resaca,  passed  through  Snake  Creek  Gap  in  pursuit  of  enemy.  Octo- 
ber 15,  taking  road  to  Summerville,  arriving  there  on  the  20th.    On  the 

*  For  contiimatiou  of  report,  relating  to  the  Savanuali  campaigii,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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21st  marched  to  Gaylesville,  Ala.  On  the  24th  the  regiment,  with  bri- 
gade, Avas  sent  to  scour  adjacent  country  in  search  of  guerrilla  bands 
infesting  samp,  returning  to  Gaylesville  October  27,  not  having  seen 
any  enemy.  October  28,  resumed  march,  taking  road  to  Komc,  arriv- 
ing at  same  October  29.  November  2,  marched  to  Kingston,  remaining 
here  till  the  12th,  when  the  march  for  Atlanta  was  commenced.  On 
the  13th  passed  through  Cartersville,  crossed  Etowah  River,  and  as- 
sisted in  destroying  railroad  between  river  and  Big  Shanty;  passed 
through  Marietta,  crossed  Chattahoochee  Kiver,  arriving  at  Atlanta 
November  15. 

During  the  march  nothing  occurred  worthy  of  special  mention,  save 
that  which  has  already  been  noticed.  In  the  absence  of  any  data  I  have 
necessarily  been  brief  in  this  portion  of  the  report,  as  the  command  for 
the  greater  portion  of  this  time  was  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  D.  F. 
Griftin,  the  command  devolving  upon  me  November  10.* 
Very  respectifuUy,  your  most  obedient, 

■^       ^  '  J.  II.  LOW, 

Captain,  Gomdg.  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Veteran  Vol.  Infantry. 

Lieut.  L.  G.  Bodie, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  3d  Brig.,  1st  IMv.,  14th  Army  Corps. 


No.  10. 


Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  James  D.  Morgan,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second 

Division. 

Hdqes.  Second  Division,  Foukteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  29, 1864. 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  circular  from  corps  headquarters, 
dated  December  28,  18C4, 1  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  my  division  from  the  fall  of  Atlanta  to  that 
of  Savannah: 

September  3,  my  division  was  in  position  at  Jonesborough,  remaining 
there  until  the  7th,  when  the  First  and  Second  Brigades  broke  camp 
and  moved  to  White  Hall  (the  Third  Brigade  having  previously  moved 
to  Atlanta  with  prisoners  and  the  wounded  of  the  division).  Arrived  at 
White  Hall  on  the  9th,  and  established  cami)s  there ;  distance  marched, 
twenty  miles,  lieniained  in  this  camp  until  the  28th.  During  this  time 
the  officers  of  the  command  were  busily  engaged  in  bringing  uji  back 
reports,  reclothiug  the  men,  and  preparing  the  command  for  another 
camjiaign.  September  28,  received  orders  from  cordis  headquarters  to 
be  prepared  to  move  with  my  command  by  rail  to  Chattanooga,  with 
four  days'  rations  in  haversacks,  not  to  break  up  camp,  leaving  in  it  all 
convalescent  men,  train,  camx>  and  garrison  equijiage.  In  compliance 
with  this  order  the  First  Brigade  embarked  same  evening,  and  the 
Second  and  Third  Brigades  and  battery  on  the  29th,  arriving  at  Chat- 
tanooga at  3.30  p.  m.  on  the  30th.  By  direct  orders  from  Major-Gen- 
eral  Thomas  loft  Chattanooga  by  rail  October  1,  at  5.30  a.  m.,  for  Ste- 
venson, Ala.,  and  by  subsequent  order  to  Huntsville,  arriving  there  at 
8  p.  m.  The  track  had  been  destroyed  about  twelve  miles  from  Ste- 
venson and  again  about  four  miles  this  side  of  Huntsville.    October  2, 


"  For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  the  Savannah  campaign,  see  Vol.  XHV, 
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left  Hiiiitsville  at  5.30  p.  in.  by  rail  for  Athens.  About  four  miles  from 
Huntsville  found  tlie  track  badly  torn  up;  by  lieaA^y  details  and  work- 
ing all  night  (raining  hard)  was  ready  to  move  by  daylight  to  within 
two  miles  of  Athens,  Avhere  the  track  had  been  again  destroyed  and 
bridge  burned.  Marched  from  this  point  to  Athens;  here  I  found  that 
the  enemy  had  left  the  day  previous,  the  gallant  little  garrison  having 
replied  that  they  were  there  to  fight  and  not  to  surrender.  October  4, 
left  Athens  at  daylight  (leaving  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  and 
part  of  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Illinois  Infantry  to  guard  supply 
train  which  was  to  follow  the  command)  and  marched  to  Eogersville, 
fording  Elk  Eiver;  raining  very  hard;  distance,  eighteen  miles.  Oc- 
tober 5,  left  camp  at  daylight  (rained  hard  all  night  and  during  the 
early  part  of  the  day),  fording  First,  Second,  and  Blue  Water  Creeks; 
bivouacked  at  Shoal  Creek,  two  brigades  (First  and  Third)  crossing  to 
the  west  side,  and  the  Second  and  battery  remaining  on  the  east.  Four 
companies  of  the  Sixth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  under  the  command  of 

Major ,  having  reported  to  me  for  duty  by  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  K. 

S.  Granger,  were  ordered  well  out  on  the  Florence  road  in  advance  of 
my  infantry  pickets.  During  the  night  they  were  driven  in  and  some 
sharp  picket-firing  took  place.  At  daylight  on  the  6th  the  Sixteenth 
Illinois  Infantry  were  ordered  to  Bainbridge,  on  the  Tennessee  Eiver, 
one  mile  and  a  half  distant.  The  cavalry  were  ordered  forward  on 
the  Florence  road.  They  were  soon  driven  back  by  a  largely  superior 
force  (reported  to  be  two  regiments  cavalry,  Forrest's  command).  The 
First  Brigade  had  already  been  ordered  forward,  the  Sixtieth  Illinois 
deployed  as  skirmishers,  who  drove  the  enemy  steadily  beyond  Florence. 
Here  I  obtained  the  first  certain  information  about  Forrest;  he  had 
crossed  the  Tennessee  with  his  command  at  Florence  and  at  Pride's  Ferry 
(on  the  5th),  ten  miles  below,  leaving  these  two  regiments  as  rear  guard. 
Deeming  it  useless  for  infantry  to  pursue  cavalry,  and  my  order  not  war- 
ranting me  in  advancing  beyond  Shoal  Creek,  that  portion  of  my  com- 
mand that  was  at  Florence  was  ordered  to  return,  arriving  at  Shoal 
Creek  (marching  fourteen  miles)  just  after  dark.  October  7,  in  obedi- 
ence to  orders  from  Major-General  Eousseau,  moved  with  whole  com- 
mand to  Florence  (seven  miles),  remaining  there-  during  8th  and  9th. 
October  10,  by  command  of  General  Eousseau,  commenced  my  return; 
moved  at  daylight,  and  bivouacked  at  Second  Creek,  making  nineteen 
miles.  October  11,  marched  at  daylight,  bivouacking  at  Spring  Creek, 
fording  Elk  Eiver,  seventeen  miles.  October  12,  moved  at  7  a.  m., 
bivouacking  at  Athens.  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Illinois  joined 
its  command,  not  being  able  to  cross  Elk  Eiver,  it  not  being  fordable. 
During  the  day  and  night  the  railroad  bridge  was  finished  and  track 
repaired  to  Athens.  October  13,  transportation  having  arrived,  tlie 
First  Brigade  left  at  10  a.  m.;  Second  and  Third  Brigades  and  battery 
at  3  p.  m.,  arriving  at  Chattanooga  at  10  p.  m.  on  the  14th,  and  reported 
to  General  Schofield,  by  direct  order  of  General  Thomas.  To  show 
more  fully  the  object  of  the  movement  of  my  division,  I  transmit  here- 
with orders  and  telegrams  from  Major-Generals  Thomas  and  Eousseau, 
marked  from  A  to  Y,  also  my  reports  by  telegraph,  numbered  from  1  to 
16.  October  15, 16,  and  17,  remained  at  Chattanooga.  October  18,  in 
compliance  with  orders  from  General  Schofield,  moved  at  7  a.  m., 
bivouacking  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills,  marching  twelve  miles.  Octo- 
ber 19,  moved  at  8  a.  m.,  marching  thirteen  miles,  bivouaicking  at  La 
Fayette.  October  20,  moved  at  6  a.  m.,  marched  thirteen  miles,  biv- 
ouacking near  Euhtilloga  Springs  or  Chattooga  Eiver.    October  21, 
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moved  at  (i  a.  m.,  and  marcliing  sixteen  miles,  bivouacked  at  Doherty's 
plantation,  on  Broomtown  Valley  road.  October  22,  moved  at  6  a.  m., 
marcbing  eight  miles,  bivouacked  at  Gaylesville,  and  in  accordance 
with  orders  from  General  Schofield  reported  to  corps  headquarters  and 
joined  the  First  and  Third  Divisions,  thus  closing  a  short  but  active 
campaign. 

My  thanks  are  due  and  cheerfully  awarded  to  my  command  for  energy, 
good  conduct,  and  good  nature.  Starting  without  tents  or  a  single 
wagon,  almost  without  a  change  of  clothing,  raining  almost  constantly 
for  the  first  week,  fording  rivers  and  deep  creeks,  many  of  the  men 
barefooted,  Avas  certainly  trying,  but  all  these  disadvantages  Avere  met 
Avith  a  cheerfulness  and  promptness  that  were  admirable. 

October  24,  25,  26,  aud  27,  remained  at  Gaylesville.  October  28,  at  2 
p.  m.  crossed  the  Chattooga  Eiver  and  moved  out  on  the  Rome  road, 
marching  eight  miles  and  bivouacked  at  State  Line.  October  29, 
marched  to  Rome,  sixteen  miles,  remaining  there  the  30th  and  31st. 
November  1,  marched  to  Kingston,  sixteen  miles,  remaining  there  the 
2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  and  7th.  November  8,  left  camp  at  7  a.  m.,  and 
marched  to  Cartersville,  eleven  miles,  remaining  there  during  the  9th, 
10th,  11th,  and  12th.  November  13,  marched  at  daylight  to  Acworth, 
thirteen  miles,  destroying  the  railroad  fi-om  the  Etowah  River  to  AUa- 
toona  Creek,  eight  miles.* 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Second  Division. 

[Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClurg, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral.] 

[Inclo3urcs.] 

A. 

Headqxiakters  Foubteenth  Army  Corps, 

White  Hall,  Ga.,  September  28, 1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fovrteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General:  The  ma,ior-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold 
your  command  in  readiness  to  mo\e  immediately  upon  an  expedition 
down  the  railroad  to  the  rear,  carrying  four  days'  cooked  rations  and 
as  much  ammunition  as  practicable  upon  the  persons  of  the  men.  You 
will  leave  all  transportation  behind,  and  detach  a  sufficient  portion  of 
your  staff  to  take  care  of  your  camps  and  property  left  behind.  The 
men  will,  of  course,  carry  their  knapsacks  and  shelter- tents  and  the  nec- 
essary cooking  utensils  required  for  a  short  expedition.  Field  officers 
will  take  their  horses.  The  expedition  Avill  leave  here  by  rail  on  the 
reception  of  further  orders.  You  will  immediately  report  the  earliest 
moment  at  Avhich  you  can  be  ready  to  take,  the  cars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  &c., 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 

*  For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  the  Savannali  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I, 
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B. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  28, 1864. 
Miij.  Gen.  J.  0.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
The  inajor-seiienil  commanding-  directs  that  you  will  have  General 
Morgan  get  his  division  in  readiness  to  move  at  as  early  an  hour  in  the 
morning  as  possible.  Arrangements  can  be  made  with  the  quartermas- 
ter by  General  Morgan  for  the  railroad  transportation.  Before  leaving 
you  Avill  direct  General  Morgan  to  call  at  these  headquarters  for  in- 
structions. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  H.  RAMSEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

0. 

Chattanooga,  October  1,  I86i — 11  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan: 

If  yoti  find  everj^thing  all  right  at  Huntsville  you  will  remain  there 
one  day  and  then  return  to  Stevenson.  The  Third  Brigade  will  be  for- 
warded as  soon  as  it  arrives. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major-General. 

D. 

Whiteside's,  October  2,  1864 — 12  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan: 

Your  dispatch  of  this  a.  m.  received.  The  major-general  command- 
ing desires  you  to  remain  at  Huntsville  until  you  receive  further  orders 
from  him.  You  Avill  assist  in  protecting  the  working  parties  while  re- 
pairing the  railroad  during  your  stay  in  Huntsville.  The  Third  Bri- 
gade of  your  division  Avill  join  you  to-day.  After  the  brigade  joins 
you  the  majjor-general  commanding  desires  you  to  move  your  command 
in  the  direction  of  Athens,  and  if  the  enemy  is  there  move  upon  the 
place  and  drive  him  away.  Send  back  all  the  trains  but  one,  which 
you  can  keep  for  your  own  convenience,  and  send  back  your  orders  for 
sujii^lies  unless  you  arc  fully  provided  for  at  Huntsville.  We  are  on 
the  way  to  Tullahoma,  Avhere  we  will  stay  to-night. 

EOBT.  H.  EAMSEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

E. 

Bridgeport,  October  2,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 
lirig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan: 

The  major-general  commanding  wishes  you  to  move  with  your  divis- 
ion u])  tlie  road  toward  Athens,  not  waiting  for  a  completion  of  rail- 
road, but  going  befi>re  so  as  to  cover  the  working  parties  in  their  oper- 
ations. Can  you  get  rations  at  Huntsville,  or  will  you  send  back  for 
them? 

EOBT.  H.  EAMSEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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P. 

Stevenson,  October  3,  1861 — 3  p.  m. 
General  Morgan  : 

The  general  wishes  you  to  move  on  to  Athens  without  reference  to 
railroad  being  repaired  as  ycm  go;  that  can  be  clone  after  you  liave 
passed  on.  Your  advance  Avill  cover  working  parties  necessarily.  If 
you  find  the  enemy  at  Athens  he  wishes  you  to  drive  him  out. 

liAMSEY, 
Ga/ptain,  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

G. 

Stevenson,  October  3,  1864 — 3  o'clock. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan  : 

Am  here  on  the  way  to  Nashville,  but  will  stay  at  Tullahoma  until 
3  o'clock  to-morrow  morning.  Send  dispatches  to  Tullahoma  till  that 
time,  and  afterward  to  Nashville. 

EOBT.  H.  RAMSEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

H. 

Nashville,  October  — ,  186-1. 
Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Via  Athens  :  » 

Dispatches  arrived.  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you 
stay  at  Athens  with  your  command  until  further  orders  are  sent  you. 

ItOBT.  H.RAMSEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Nashville,  October  8,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Shoal  Creelc,  via  Athens,  Ala.  : 
It  is  reported  that  Forrest  has  not  yet  crossed  the  river,  being  una- 
ble to  do  so,  and  was  tryinj^;  to  cross  at  or  near  Clifton,  with  General 
Croxton  in  pursuit.  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say 
for  you  not  to  return  until  you  are  really  certain  that  he  is  cross  the 
river  before  you  return  to  Athens,  and  that  you  communicate  Avith  Gen- 
eral Rousseau,  who  Avas  at  Blue  River,  on  old  military  road,  ten  miles 
north  of  Florence,  yesterday  a.  m. 

ROBT.  H.  RAMSEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Nashville,  October  13, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  James  D.  Morgan, 

Athens : 
Move  at  once  Avith  your  division  to  Bridgeport,  and  report  your  start- 
ing for  and  arrival  at  that  place.    It  is  important  that  no  time  be  lost. 

GEO.  II.  THOMAS, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding, 
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K. 

Nashville,  October  12  [11  f],  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  get  your  things  in 
readiness  to  move  your  command,  without  any  delay,  to  Chattanooga  as 
soon  as  possible  after  transportation  reaches  you.  Transportation  has 
been  ordered  to  Athens  for  you.  Start  as  soon  as  possible  after  its 
arrival.  Report  your  receipt  of  this  telegram,  and  also  time  of  starting 
for  Chattanooga. 

EOBT.  H.  RAMSEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

L. 

Nashville,  October  12. 1864. 
Brigadier-General  Morgan,  Athens : 

Transportation  has  been  ordered  for  you  this  morning  to  take  your 
command  from  Athens.  I  thought  that  the  dispatch  would  have  cer- 
tainly reached  you  before  the  time  of  sending  yours  of  this  a.  m.  If 
you  have  reached  Huntsville  you  can  wait  there  for  the  cars,  and  if  any 
of  your  command  are  left  back  at  Athens  can  be  sent  up  on  the  rail- 
road.   Your  whole  command  goes  to  Chattanooga. 

ROBT.  H.  RAMSEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

M. 

Headquarters  District  of  Tennessee, 

In  the  Field,  October  7,  1864—9.15  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Morgan,  Commanding  Division: 

General  :  I  am  now  twelve  miles  north  of  Florence  on  the  military 
road  on  my  way  to  Florence.  I  this  morning  sent  telegram  to  Pulaski, 
to  be  forwarded  to  General  Thomas,  proiiosing  a  future  movement  of 
the  whole  command  (yours  and  mine),  to  which  I  shall  have  a  reply  to- 
morrow morning  by  9  o'clock.  You  should  remain  with  your  command 
below  Florence,  where  supplies  may  be  easily  obtained  in  the  country, 
till  the  reply  of  General  Thomas  is  received.  I  am  satisfied  that  a  large 
portion  of  Forrest's  forces  are  still  this  side  of  the  Tennessee  River,  and 
think  your  presence  and  aid  necessary  to  their  capture  or  destruction. 
You  will,  therefore,  please  move  your  command  at  once  below  Florence, 
to  a  point  to  be  designated  when  you  reach  that  town.  When  you 
receive  this  please  answer  by  the  bearer  and  say  whjit  time  you  will 
reach  Florence. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

L.  H.  ROUSSEAU, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

N. 

October  8, 18G4— 2.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Florence : 
General  :  I  am  out  with  my  forces  on  the  reserve  road,  or  road  to 
Colbert's  Ferry,  and  am  at  Sampson's  plantation,  about  eight  miles 
from  Florence. 

L.  H.  ROUSSEAU, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
40  K  R — vol  XXXIX,  pt  I 
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o. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Pulaski,  October  fi,  1864— -p.  m. 
General  Morgan, 

Commanding : 

Have  communiciited  your  position  to  Major-General  Thomas  at  Nash- 
ville; also  to  General  Kousseau.  General  E.  was  to  meet  General 
Oroxton  at  Hall's,  on  old  military  road,  this  morning;  will  probably  be 
near  yon  by  time  this  is  delivered.  Elk  Kiver  is  impassable;  one  of 
your  couriers  with  dispatches  reported  drowned.  Send  all  the  informa- 
tion possible  this  way,  so  that  General  Thomas  can  be  kept  fully  ad- 
vised.   News  as  to  yourself  received  from  Athens. 

JOHN  G.  BTARKWP^ATHER, 

Briijadier- General,  Commanding. 

P. 

Chattanooga,  October  16, 1861. 
Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Commanding  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  : 
General  :  Make  your  preparations  to  move  as  understood  last  even- 
ing, but  do  not  start  until  further  orders.    You  may  have  to  go  to 
Bridgeport  or  march  up  Lookout  Valley. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

Q. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  16, 1864—6  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Commanding  Division : 
Have  your  command  in  readiness  to  move  at  daylight  to-morrow 
morning  with  all  the  rations  the  men  can  carry  in  their  haversacks. 
If  you  march  you  will  take  the  ammunition  train  of  twenty  wagons 
which  was  made  up  this  morning.     You  may  move  by  rail. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Sehotield : 

G.  M.  BASCOM, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

li. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  16, 1864. 
Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Comdg.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:    Major-General   Sehotield  directs  me  to  say  that  your 
division  will  not  raove  until  further  orders,  ])robably  for  some  time 
yet,  but  he  desires  it  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's 
notice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  WHEKRY, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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S. 

Chattanooga.  October  17, 1864. 
Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Gomdg.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 
General  :  Major-General  Schofield  directs  that  you  march  at  7  a.  m. 
to-morrow  with  your  division,  via  Rossville,  to  Gordon's  Mills,  taking 
with  you  the  ordnance  and  supply  trains  and  3,000  beef-cattle.  Have 
a  detail  to  drive  the  cattle  ordered  to  report  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Barriger  at  Captain  Bright's  quarters  at  daylight. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  WHERRY, 
Major  and  Aidede-Camp. 

T. 

In  the  Field, 
Near  Lee  and  Gordon^  Mills,  October  19, 1864. 
Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Gomdg.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  : 
General  :  Major-General  Schofield  directs  me  to  say  he  desires  you 
to  move  as  soon  as  you  get  your  command  in  readiness  to  march  to  La 
Fayette.  General  Wagner  will  follow  you.  The  general  desires  you 
to  send  orderlies  to  the  cavalry  camps  to  scout  in  front  and  on  your 
flanks. 

Very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  WHERRY, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp, 

U. 

La  Fayette,  Ga.,  October  19, 1864. 
Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Comdg.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  Major-General  Schofield  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  he 
desires  you  to  march  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow,  keeping  the  direct  road 
toward  Rome,  and  halting  for  the  night  at  Island  ToAvn,  or  AA'here  the 
road  crosses  the  Chattooga  River.  General  Wagner's  infantry  and 
artillery  will  move  by  the  B^oomto^^^l  Valley  road,  and  his  wagons  and 
cattle  will  follow  your  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  WM.  M.  WHERRY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

V. 

In  Camp, 
Near  Valley  Store,  Ga.,  October  20,  1864. 

[Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Gomdg.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps:] 

General:  I  am  directed  by  Major-General  Schofield  to  inform  you 
the  command  will  march  at  0  a.  m.  to-morrow  on  the  road  to  Alpine, 
General  Wagner's  division  in  the  advance,  and  your  troops  next;  then 
the  trains  and  cattle  of  both  divisions.  The  general  requests  that  you 
detail  a  regiment  to  move  in  rear  f  )f  all  as  rear  guard. 

I  am,  general,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  WHERRY, 
Major  and  Aide-de  Camp, 
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w. 

In  the  Field, 
Seven  miles  from  Alpine. 
Brigadier-General  Mokgan, 

Gomdg.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  There  is  a  creek  here  and  one  two  miles  back.  General 
Schofield  desires  you  will  exercise  your  own  discretion  as  to  which  you 
will  encamp  upon,  but  if  you  conclude  to  halt  the  division  at  the  creek 
two  miles  back,  he  requests  you  to  send  forward  one  regiment  to  this 
point  to  report  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  WHEliRY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

X. 

In  Gamp, 
Broomtotcn  Post-Office,  Ala.,  October  21, 1864. 

Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Gomdg.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  Major-General   Schofield  requests  tliat  you  move  your 
division  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow  to  Gaylesville,  where  he  will  be  able  to 
give  you  further  instructions.    The  train  will  move  with  the  troops. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  WHERRY, 

Major  and  Aide-deCamp. 


Near  Gaylesville,  Ala.,  October  S2, 1864. 

Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Commanding  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

General  :  General  Schofield  directs  that  you  rejoin  your  corps.    He 
has  gone  on  to  General  Sherman's  headquarters. 
Very  respectfully, 

LEVI  T.  SCOFIELB, 

Aid^-de-Camp. 

1. 

Stevenson,  Ala.,  October  2  [I],  1864. 
Captain  Ramsey, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Major-General  Thomas'  Staff: 
The  First,  Second,  and  one  regiment  of  the  Third  Brigade,  and  Bar- 
nett's  battery  at  this  point.  As  soon  as  the  train-s  are  arranged  will 
move  out  on  the  Huntsville  road.  Guerrilla  attack  on  this  road 
about  twelve  miles  from  here,  tearing  up  track,  destroying  li  or  3  cars, 
and  killing  1  or  2  men.  Construction  train  has  been  sent  out  to 
repair  road.  No  telegraph  communication  with  Huntsville.  No  com- 
missary supplies  here.  I  have  ordered  some  forward  with  Third  Bri- 
gade, which  I  hope  will  be  pushed  forward  promptly.  I  learn  the 
Huntsville  road  is  almost  entirely  uniirotect^d.  If  I  find  all  right  at 
Huntsville,  shall  I  hold  my  trains  and  return  by  rail  to  Stevenson? 
Shall  probably  be  here  long  enough  for  an  answer. 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General, 
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2. 

HiTNTSVlLLE,  Ala.,  October  3,  18Gd. 
Captain  Eamsey,  Chattanooga: 

Captain:  My  command  reached  Lere  at  8  p.  m.  yesterday.  Tlie  road 
had  been  but  slightly  torn  up — once  at  a  i)oint  twelve  miles  from  Ste- 
A'enson  and  again  six  miles  fiom  Huntsville.  The  forces  threatening 
Huntsville  left  yesterday  morning  toward  Athens;  from  all  I  can  learn 
the  number  was  not  large.  I  am  satisfied  that  Forrest  himself  was  not 
here.  Athens  and  Pulaski  road  no  doubt  is  badly  torn  up.  I  found 
the  Huntsville  .and  Stevenson  road  poorly  protected.  I  hold  my  teams 
here;  am  having  rations  issued  to  the  command.  The  balance  of  Third 
Brigade  not  yet  arrived.  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  move  from  here 
before  hearing  from  you. 

J.  D.  MORGAN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Comm  anding. 


Huntsville,  Ala.,  October  2, 1864. 
Captain  'Ram.sry ,  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Captain  :  I  understand  your  last  dispatch  to  move  by  railroad  up  to 
obstructions,  and  then  to  cover  working  parties  toward  Athens.  This 
I  shall  at  once  do  unless  you  otherwise  order.  Plenty  of  bread  and 
coflee  here;  short  everything  else.  I  will  send  the  train  back  as  di- 
rected. 

J.  B.  MORGAi^, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

4. 

Huntsville,  October  2, 1864. 
Captain  Eamsey, 

A.  A.  G.,  Major- General  Thomas^  Staff,  Bridgeport  and  Stevenson: 
Your  dispatch  just  received.  The  Third  Brigade  just  arrived.  Work- 
ing party  on  the  Decatur  railroad  will  probably  complete  the  road  to  the 
junction  to-day.  The  road  from  thence  to  Athens,  I  am  in  hopes,  will 
also  be  comjileted ;  if  so,  I  shall  move  with  my  Avhole  command  by  rail, 
understanding  that  to  be  your  order.    Please  answer  if  I  misunderstood. 

J.  D.  MORGAN, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fottbteenth  Army  Corps, 

Two  miles  and  a  half  south  of  Athens,  Ala., 

October  3,  1861—10.15  a.  m. 
Captain  Ramsey, 

A.  A.  G.,  Major-General  Tlwmas'  Staff,  Nashville,  Tenn.: 

My  command  has  just  reached  this  point.  Most  of  yesterday  and  all 
night  repairing  railroad  between  Huntsville  and  the  Decatur  Junction. 
The  road  from  junction  to  this  point  all  right;  from  this  to  Athens  the 
road  badly  cut  up.  Citizens  living  here  inform  me  that  rebel  cavalry 
moved  toward  Tennessee  River  night  before  last  and  yesterday  morn- 
ing.   Our  forces  have  i)ossession  of  Athens. 


J.  D.  MORGAN 


Brigadier-  General. 
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6. 

Athens,  Ala.,  October  3,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Capt.  E.  H.  Ramsey, 

A.  A.  G.,  Major- General  Thomas^  Staff,  Nashville,  Tenn.: 
Your  dispatch  dated  Tullaboma,  October  2, 10  p.  iii.,  received  at  6.30 
this  p.  m.  As  soon  as  the  rations  and  wagons  arrive  I  will  move,  as 
directed,  to  Bainbridge.  The  opinion  of  olticers  here  is  that  Buford 
with  his  forces  has  siicceeded  in  crossing  the  Tennessee.  It  has  been 
raining  heavily  for  nearly  twenty-four  hours.  I  am  fearful  if  it  con- 
thiues  during  the  night  Elk  River  will  be  unfordable  to-morrow.  Not 
having  pontoons  this  of  course  would  ]n-event  iny  reaching  Bainbridge 
in  time.  I  shall  have  to  wait  for  my  train  and  supplies,  there  being 
none  in  the  country. 

11.45  p.  m. — Two  railroad  trains  just  arrived  loaded  with  rations  and 
wagons.    There  are  but  175  cavalrymen  here. 

J.  D.  MORGAN, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Athens,  Ala.,  October  4,  1864 — 6  a.  m. 
Captain  Ramsey, 

A.  A.  G.,  Major-General  Thomas^  Staff,  Nashville,  Tenn.: 
My  command  on  the  march;  will  push  forward  with  all  possible  dis- 
patch. But  twelve  wagons  came  through  last  night  by  railroad.  I  am 
expecting  what  wagons  they  have  at  Decatur  to  arrive  this  morning. 
Nothing  additional  as  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Strong  indica- 
tions of  a  rainy  day. 

J.  D.  MORGAN, 
Brigadier-  General. 
8. 

RoGEESTtLLE,  Ala.,  October  5, 1864 — 5.30  a.  m. 
Captain  Ramsey, 

A.  A.  G.,  Major-General  Thomas''  Staff,  Nashville,  Tenn.: 
Reached  this  point  with  my  command  at  0  p.  m.  yesterday,  after  a 
hard  march  of  nineteen  miles;  raining  severely  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  day.  Will  push  forward  again  this  morning  in  the  direction  of 
Bainbridge.  I  hear  nothing  of  the  whereabouts  of  Forrest  and  his  com- 
mand. Buford  with  his  forces  crossed  the  Tennessee  at  Brown's  Ferry 
Sunday  evening.  It  was  this  force  that  threatened  Huntsville  on  Friday 
and  attacked  Athens  on  Sunday.  From  information  derived  from  citi- 
zens that  I  can  rely  on  there  area  number  of  crossings  of  the  Tennessee 
by  fords  and  boats.  It  is  raining  heavily  this  morning.  Having  several 
creeks  to  cross  to-day  my  march  will  no  doubt  be  delayed. 

J.  D.  MORGAN, 
Brigadier-  General. 

9. 

West  side  of  Shoal  Creek,  Ala., 

October  6,  1864—7  a.  m. 
Captain  Ramsey, 

A.  A.  G.,  Major-General  Thomas'  Staff,  Nashville,  Tenn.: 
Reached  this  point  with  my  command  at  6  p.  m.  [yesterday]  after  a 
hard  march  of  eighteen  miles;  raining  hard  during  the  day.    I  cau 
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lieai'  notbing  definite  of  Forrest's  movements.  A  scout  taken  prisoner 
yesterday  re])orts  Forrest's  command  in  the  neigbborhood  of  Lawrence- 
burg  on  the  2d.  1  have  sent  out  scouts  tliis  iriorning  in  every  direc- 
tion, in  liopes  of  hearing  something  from  him.  My  position  is  that  1 
cover  the  Bainbridge  and  Lawrencebnrg  roads,  and  1  am  within  seven 
miles  of  Florence.  As  1  informed  you  in  my  dispatch  of  yesterday, 
tliere  are  so  mauy  places  of  (;rossing  the  Tennessee  that  it  is  exceed- 
ingly diflicult  to  cover  and  watch  all  points.  My  opinion  is  that  For 
I'est  will  eventually  cross  the  Tennessee,  probably  below  Florence  at 
Waterloo.  My  present  position  being  the  most  central  one  I  shall 
remain  here. 

J.  D.  MOEGAN, 
Brigadier-  General. 
10. 

Hdqes.  Second  Division,  Foukteenth  Arjuy  Corps, 
West  Side  of  8hoal  Creel;  Ala.,  October  7,  1804^11.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  ItoussEAU, 

Commanding  JMstrict  of  Tennessee: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dis- 
patch dated  9.15  a.  m.  October  7,  1804.  In  accordance  with  orders 
therein  I  will  immediately  move  to  Florence  with  my  command.  I  will 
be  there;  tliis  evening.  Unless  everybody  is  ialse,  most,  if  not  all,  of 
Forrest's  coumiand  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  Tennessee.  Forrest  him- 
self left  Florence  on  the  Gth  at  about  2  p.  m.  I  drove  two  regiments 
of  his  rear  guard  (cavalry)  from  my  camp  yesterday  through  Florence. 
I  have  but  150  mountetVmeu.  I  am  here  by  direct  orders  of  Major- 
General  Thomas. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  MOEGAN, 
Brigadier-  General. 
11. 

Hdqrs.  Seoond  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

West  Side  of  Shoal  Creel;  Ala.,  Oetoher  7, 1864—9.30  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Starkweather, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  PuJasld,  Tenn.  : 
General:  By  direction  of  General  J.  D.  Morgan,  I  forward  you 
copies  of  telegTams  sent  to  Major-General  Thomas.  These  will  inform 
you  fully  of  the  general's  position ;  also,  of  the  movements  and  escape 
of  Forrest  and  his  command.  These  are  duplicate  copies  of  the  gen- 
eral's dispatches  of  yesterday  and  to-day,  sent  by  the  way  of  Athens, 
Ala.  Hearing  that  Elk  Eiver  is  not  fordable  they  may  not  reach  him 
by  that  route;  please  forward  them  by  your  line  to  Nashville. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  WISEMAN, 
CajHain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


West  Side  of  Siioal  Creek,  Ala., 

October  7, 1864—7  a.  m. 
Capt.  R.  H.  Eamsey, 

A.  A.  G.,  Major-General  Thomas'  Staff,  Nashville,  Tenn.: 
Forrest  has  esciaped  us;  he  crossed  at  Pride's  Ferry,  ten  miles  below 
Florence,  on  the  5th,  leaving  Florence  himself  about  2  \\  m.  that  day. 
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Two  regiments  of  his  rear  guard  were  sent  to  my  front  during  the  night 
of  the  5th,  attacking  my  picket-lines.  Early  in  the  morning,  with  a 
portion  of  my  command,  drove  them  through  Florence.  One  company 
of  cavalry  from  Oeneral  Rousseau's  command  reached  this  point  late 
last  evening  for  the  purpose  of  taking  possession  of  the  Bainbridge 
crossing,  the  general's  main  command  being  some  twenty-five  miles 
from  here  on  the  old  military  road.  I  will  leave  in  the  morning  on  my 
return  to  Athens,  where  I  am  in  hopes  to  receive  orders  for  my  future 
movements  and  railroad  transportation  for  my  command. 

J.  D.  MOEGAN, 
Brigadier-  General. 

13. 

Athens,  Ala.,  October  13, 1864 — 12.15  p.  m. 

Captain  Eamsey, 

A.  A.  O.,  Major-General  Thomas'  Staff, Kashville,  Term.: 

Your  dispatch  of  this  date  just  received.  I  halted  my  command  just 
outside  of  the  limits  of  Athens  to  wait  transportation.  I  shall  be  ready 
to  move  at  any  moment. 

J.  D.  MOKGA:^, 
Brigadier-  General. 

14. 

Athens,  Ala.,  October  12,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

Captain  Ramsey, 

A.  A.  G.,  Major-General  Thomas'  Staff,  Nashville,  Tenn.: 
Your  dispatch  of  this  date  received  one  mile  west  of  Athens.  The 
head  of  my  division  is  now  pushing  through  the  town.  I  will  move  to 
Bridgeport  with  all  possible  dispatch.  My  men  are  a  good  deal  broken 
down  from  excessive  rains  and  bad  roads;  many  of  them  barefooted. 
I  left  Florence  by  order  of  Major-General  Rousseau  on  the  morning  of 
the  10th  instant.  All  your  dispatches  sent  me  beyond  Athens  were  lost 
or  captured.  One  of  my  dispatches  from  Shoal  Greek  was  lost  in  Elk 
River.  I  forwarded  through  General  Starkweather,  at  Pulaski,  dui)li- 
cate  copy  of  this  dispatch,  which  I  hojie  you  have  received.  If  pos- 
sible, I  would  like  railroad  transportation  for  my  broken-down  men.  I 
am  in  hopes  to  hear  from  you  at  Huntsville.  I  will  be  here  till  12  m. 
to  day. 

J.  D.  MORGAN, 
Brigadier-  Geiieral. 

15. 

Athens,  Ala.,  October  13, 1864—10.30  a.  m. 
Captain  Ramsey, 

A.  A.  G.,  Major-General  Thomas^  Staff,  Nashville,  Tenn.: 
First  Brigade  just  leaving  Athens  by  railroad;  transportation  here 
sufficient  for  the  battery.    I  am  urging  forward  the  balance  of  the 
transportation.    I  shall  remain  here  until  the  whole  division  is  on  the 
cars,  and  leave  on  the  last  train. 

J.  D.  MORGAN, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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16. 

Athens,  Ala.,  October  IS,  18C4 — 3  p.  m. 
Captain  Eamset, 

A.  A.  G.,  Major- General  Thomas'  Staff,  Nashville,  Tenn.: 
The  Second  Brigade  just  left.     Transportation  liere  for  one-half  of 
tbe  Third  Brigade;  trains  on  the  way  to  this  place  for  the  other  half. 
Will  all  get  under  way  to-night. 

J.  D.  MORGAN, 
Brigadier-  General. 


No.  U, 
Journal  of  Second  Division. 

September  9. — In  camp. 

September  10. — In  camp.  Third  Brigade  rejoined  division;  camp  in 
rear  of  Second  Brigade,  south  of  railroad. 

September  11-24. — In  camp. 

September  25. — In  camp.  Train  burnt  at  Acworth.  One  division  of 
Fourth  Corps  gone  to  the  rear  (Rome).   First  Brigade  baggage  arrived. 

September  26  and  27. — In  camp. 

September  38. — In  camp.  Received  orders  to  be  ready  to  move  at  3 
p.  m.    First  Brigade  moved  to  railroad  dejiot  at  8  p.  m. 

September  29. — First  Brigade  left  Atlanta  at  7  p.  m.;  Generals 
Thomas  and  Morgan  at  2  p.m.;  Captain  Stinson,  with  Second  Brigade, 
and  Captain  Race,  with  Third  Brigade,  left  camp  at  (i  p.  m.  and  Atlanta 
at  7.30  p.  m. 

September  30. — Second  Brigade  at  Chattanooga  at  G  p.  m.  Third 
Brigade  detained  at  Oostenaula  River  all  night.  First  Brigade  at 
Stevenson. 

October  1. — Second  Brigade,  battery,  and  general  left  Chattanooga 
at  daylight;  arrived  at  Stevenson  at  9  a.  m.  At  11  a.  m.  First,  Second, 
and  part  of  Third  Brigade,  with  battery,  left  Stevenson  on  six  trains, 
with  construction  train  ahead.  Track  torn  up  twelve  miles  from 
Stevenson  and  again  six  miles  from  Huntsville.  Arrived  at  Huntsville 
at  8  p.  m. 

October  ,2.^Balance  of  Third  Brigade  arrived  at  11  a.  m.  General 
received  orders  to  move  on  to  Athens  by  railroad.  Division  left  6  p. 
m..  Captain  Stinson  to  bring  up  the  rear.  Track  destroyed  four  miles 
out,  which  was  repaired  during  the  night. 

October  3. — Moved  on  toward  Decatur  at  sunrise,  arriving  within  two 
miles  of  Athens  at  10.15  a.  m.  Trains  all  unloaded,  and  division  ordered 
to  move  at  1  p.  m.    Were  at  the  Junction  at  9  p.  ni. 

October  4. — Two  trains,  with  rations,  and  twelve  wagons  from  Athens, 
arrived  during  the  night;  also  an  order  from  General  Thomas  for  the 
di\ision  to  go  to  Bainbridge.  Troops  moved  at  daylight — Second 
Brigade,  battery.  First  Brigade,  and  Third  Brigade,  about  ^00  cavalry 
of  Second  Tennessee  going  in  advance.  Division  marched  to  Rogers- 
ville,  crossing  Elk  River ;  distance,  nineteen  miles.  Headquarters  at  Mr. 
Bouron's  house.  It  rained  hard  all  the  after  part  of  the  day.  No 
enemy  seen. 

Octobers. — Rainy  morning.  Division  moved  early.  Second  Brigade 
dropped  to  the  rear,  One  hundred  and  twenty-tirst  Ohio  rear  guard. 
Stopped  for  dinner  on  Blue  Water  Creek;  camped  for  the  night  on 
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Shoal  Creek,  seven  miles  from  Florence;  First  and  Third  Brigades  north 
of  creek.  Second  Brigade  and  battery  south.  Two  prisoners  captured 
of  Fifth  Tennessee  Cavalry.  Eatious  issued  to  command.  Headquar- 
ters at  Mr.  John  Alexander's  house. 

October  6. — Cavalry  outpost  driven  in  during  the  night.  Morning 
clear  and  fine.  Cavalry  started  for  Florence,  but  Avere  driven  back  at 
Mrs.  Huff's  house.  Sixtieth  Illinois  was  then  dei)loyed;  First  and 
Third  Brigades  to  support,  and  the  rebels  were  driven  steadily  back. 
One  regiment  of  Second  Brigade  and  one  section  of  artillery  brought 
up  two  miles  in  the  rear.  Tlie  line  moved  steadily  on  to  Florence, 
where  we  ascertained  Forrest  had  crossed  the  night  before;  halted  until 
3  p.  m.,  and  marched  back  to  Shoal  Creek.  Headquarters  not  changed. 
A  caj)tain  from  Second  Michigan  reported  liousseau  twenty-five  miles 
up  Shoal  Creek  on  the  Federal  roa<l. 

October  7. — Eeceived  orders  from  General  Eousseau  at  11  a.  m.  to 
move  division  to  Florence;  all  ordered  to  move  at  1  p.  m. — Third  Bri- 
gade, battery.  Second  Brigade,  First  Brigade,  Sixtieth  Illinois  rear 
guard.  At  Floreuce  by  dark,  wliere  we  met  Cenei-als  Eousseau,  John- 
son, and  Steedman ;  some  Confederates  reported  down  the  river. 

October  8. — Eousseau  and  his  troops  all  started  down  the  river;  divis- 
ion remained  in  camp.  Captain  Orr  started  a  mill  grinding  corn.  Gen- 
eral Morgan  and  staff  rode  out  to  Cypress  Creek  October  9. 

October  .9,  Sunday. — General  Morgan,  Captains  Wiseman,  Eace,  and 
Lieutenant  Prosser  visited  Jackson's  Ferry,  Avhere  the  First  Brigade 
crossed  in  August,  18G2.  Generals  Eousseau,  Johnson,  Washburn,  and 
Prince  arrived  this  evening. 

October  10. — Division  moved  at  C  a.  m. — Second  Brigatle,  battery. 
First  Brigade,  Third  Brigade,  Second  Tennessee  Cavalry  advance  and 
rear;  marched  nineteen  miles;  camped  Second  Creek;  headquarters 
at  Moses  Ingram's  house. 

October  11. — ^Division  moved  at  C  a.  m.;  march  as  yesterday,  save 
that  the  Second  Brigade  is  in  the  rear;  cavalry  as  yesterday;  marched 
eighteen  miles;  camped  on  Six-Mile  Creek;  headquarters  at  Mr.  Pierre 
Farrer's  house. 

October  12. — Division  moved  at  7  a.  m.,  First  Brigade  in  rear;  cavalry 
in  front  and  rear;  arrived  at  Athens  (eight  miles)  at  11a.  m. ;  general 
found  orders  to  go  to  Bridgeport  with  all  possible  speed ;  division  halted 
one  mile  and  a  half  east  of  town  for  dinner,  where  General  Thomas'  dis- 
patch, stating  that  transportation  would  be  sent  to  this  place  for  us, 
was  received. 

October  13. — Three  trains  arrived  during  the  night,  and  railroad  re- 
paired by  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Illinois;  First  Brigade  loaded 
and  left  on  three  trains  (thirty-seven  cars)  at  10  a.  m. ;  by  3  p.  m.  the 
Second  Brigade  and  part  of  Third  left. 

October  14. — Balance  of  Third  Brigade,  with  battery  and  headquar- 
ters, left  Athens  at  3  a.  m.;  arrived  at  Huntsville  for  breakfast;  at  Ste- 
venson at  10  a.  m. ;  detained  till  3  p.  m. ;  arrived  at  Chattanooga  at  9.30 
p.  ni.;  division  all  here;  General  Thomas  so  informed. 

October  i5.— One  regiment  from  Third  Brigade  (Fifty-second  Ohio) 
sent  to  Eossville  at  11  a.  m. ;  the  day  spent  in  getting  supplies  for  the 
troops;  orders  in  the  evening  from  General  Schofield  to  go  by  railroad 
to  Einggold  in  the  morning;  regiment  at  Eossville  ordered  in  at  sun- 
rise. 

Oct-ober  16,  Sunday.— Heaond  and  Third  Brigades  ordered  to  depot  at 
9  a.  m.;  order  changed,  and  troops  remained  in  camp;  received  orders 
at  8  p.  m.  for  the  division  to  move  at  daylight  to  Trenton. 
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October  17. — Order  to  move  countermanded  at  1.30  a.  m.;  remained 
in  camp  during  the  day;  at  8  p.  m.  received  orders  from  Major-General 
Schotteld  to  march  at  7  n.  m.  to-morrow,  taking  1,000  cattle. 

October  18. — Division  moved  at  7  a.  m.,  marching  to  Lee  and  Gordon's 
Mills,  on  Chickamauga;  headquarters  at  Bird's  house. 

October- 19. — Division  moved  at  G.30  a.  m.,  marching  to  La  Fayette; 
distance,  thirteen  miles;  headquarters  at  Widow  Patten's. 

October  20. — Division  moved  at  6  a.  m;  marched  fourteen  miles  and 
encamped  at  McConnell's  Mill,  on  Chattooga  Creek,  west  side;  head- 
quarters at  Mr.  Kane's. 

October-  21. — Division  left  atG  a.  m.;  marched  seventeen  miles;  camped 
on  Culsty  Creek,  passing  through  Alpine;  Fifteenth  Corps  passed  yes- 
terday; headquarters  at  Mr.  John  Doherty's  house. 

October  22. — Division  moved  at  (!  a.  m.;  marched  eight  miles  and 
a  half  to  Gaylesville,  thirty-four  miles  from  Bellefonte,  twenty-six 
miles  from  liome,  joining  First  and  Third  Divisions,  [and  the]  Fourth, 
Fifteenth,  Twenty-third,  and  Seventeenth  Corps.  General  Sherman's 
headquarters  at  town ;  division  headquarters  at  Mr.  William  James',  one 
mile  north  of  town;  Circular  No.  1,  in  regard  to  foraging,  received. 

October  23,  Sunday. — In  camp;  no  orders. 

October  24. — In  camp;  orders  to  send  sick  to  Rome. 

October  25. — Sick  and  trains  sent  to  Rome. 

October  26  and  27. — In  camp. 

October  28. — Orders  to  move  at  2  p.  m. ;  division  marched  at  the  time, 
making  nine  miles,  camping  at  Mr.  William  Hall's,  on  Alabama  road; 
crossed  Chattooga  River  at  Gaylesville. 

October  29. — Division  moved  at  5.30  a.  m.  east  on  Alabama  road; 
reached  Rome  at  3  \}.  m.;  camped  west  Oosteuaula  River;  headquarters 
at  Doctor  Stockton's  house. 

October  30. — In  camp;  Twenty-third  Corps  passed  north  through 
town. 

October  31. — One  brigade  ordered  to  guard  corps  train  to  Kingston ; 
Third  Brigade  detailed  at  8  a.  m. ;  orders  in  afternoon  for  the  balance  of 
the  division  to  move  to  Kingston  to-morrow. 

November  1. — Balance  of  the  division  moved  at  n.SO  a.  m.  Arrived 
at  Kingston  (fourteen  miles)  at  2  p.  m;  joined  Third  Brigade;  head- 
quarters at  Mrs.  McCravey's  house  in  town. 

November  2. — Rainin  g ;  in  camp.  General  Thomas'  h  eadquarters  train 
encamped  here  on  way  to  Nashville.  Hood  reported  north  of  Tennessee 
River  at  Florence.    Two  orderlies  captured  at  Cassville. 

November  5.— In  camp.  Tenth  Iowa  and  Twenty-sixth  Missouri 
marched  south. 

November  4,  5,  and  6. — In  camp. 

November  7. — Ordered  at  1  p.  m.  to  move  to  Cartersville  at  dawn  to- 
morrow. 

November  8. — Division  moved  at  G  a.  m;  marched  to  Cartersville,  via 
Cassville,  by  12  m.;  camped  southwest  of  town;  headquarters  at  Mr. 
Samuel  Irvine's  house. 

November  9, 10,  and  11. — In  camp. 

November  i5.— Third  and  First  Divisions  came  up  from  Kingston. 
General  Sherman  stopped  to  dinner  with  us  and  passed  on  south.  Gen- 
eral Davis  arrived  and  crossed  Etowah  River.  Last  train  passed  up  at 
10.30;  great  excitement  among  the  refugees;  all  assisted  in  keeping 
them  oft'.    Orders  to  move  in  the  morning. 

November  J5.— Division  moved  at  6.30  a.  m.  and  commenced  destroy- 
ing the  railroad  at  Etowah  River,  thoroughly  doing  it  to  AUatoona 
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Creek  (8  miles),  then  marcbed  to  Acworth,  going  into  camp  at  8  p.  m. 
Orders  to  move  at  6  in  the  morning;  headquarters  at  Oliver  Hicks'. 

November  14. — Division  moved  at  G  a.  m. ;  marched  nineteen  miles, 
camping  on  Nickajack  Greek,  four  miles  from  Chattahoochee  liiver; 
passed  to  the  west  of  Kenesaw  Mountain ;  First  and  Third  to  the  east. 


No.  12. 

Report  of  Col.  Robert  F.  Smith,  commanding  First  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  3, 1865. 

Captain:  Pursuant  to  orders  from  headquarters  Second  Division, 
Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report 
of  the  movements  of  this  command  during  the  recent  campaign  from 
the  fall  of  Atlanta  up  to  and  including  the  fall  of  Savannah : 

On  the  28th  of  September,  J8G4,  this  brigade  received  orders  to  be 
ready  to  march  by  noon  in  light  marching  order,  with  four  days'  rations. 
Sick,  convalescents,  and  baggage  were  left  in  camp  at  White  Hall,  near 
Atlanta,  and  the  brigade  embarked  about  midnight  on  two  trains  of 
cars.  At  G  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  September  the  trains 
were  put  in  motion,  and  proceeded  at  a  slow  rate  toward  Chattanooga. 
Some  delay  occurred  at  Boyer's  Ford  on  the  following  mornin  g  on  account 
of  the  inability  of  eiigines  to  pull  the  heavy  trains  up  a  grade.  After 
short  delays  at  Chattanooga  and  Stevenson  the  brigade  arrived  at 
Huntsville  about  8  p.  m.  October  1.  The  command  remained  in  the 
cars  over  night.  On  the  morning  of  October  2,  left  the  cars  and  went 
into  camp  in  the  fields  northeast  of  Huntsville.  Embarked  again  at 
5.30  p.  m.  and  started  off.  About  three  miles  and  a  half  out  from  Hunts- 
ville found  the  railroad  track  torn  up,  wood  piles  and  ties  still  burning. 
With  the  assistance  of  a  construction  train  the  brigade  relaid  the  track, 
not  without  diflScnlty  and  hard  labor.  Proceeded  again  at  6  a.  m.  Octo- 
ber 3,  and  found  no  obstacles  in  the  road  until  about  two  miles  south 
of  Athens,  Ala.,  where  the  track  again  had  been  destroyed.  Having  no 
means  to  repair  the  road  the  command  disembarked  and,  after  a  short 
rest,  proceeded  to  Athens.  Here  the  command  remained  over  night,  and 
on  the  following  morning,  October  4,  marched  out  on  the  road  to  Rogers- 
ville,  forded  Elk  River  about  5  o'clock,  and  arrived  at  Rogersville  after 
dark  in  a  cold,  drenching  rain.  On  the  5th  of  October  it  continued 
raining  until  in  the  afternoon.  The  command  passed  rapidly  over  a  hilly 
road,.  cro.ssed  several  creeks  by  fording,  and  about  sunset  went  into 
camp  near  Shoal  Creek.  During  this  day  it  became  ap^jarent  that  the 
enemy  were  in  the  vicinity.  A  few  mounted  men  were  seen,  some  of 
whom  were  captured.  Early  in  the  morning  of  October  0  the  rebel 
cavalry  drove  in  our  cavalry  vedettes,  but  oii  coming  up  to  the  picket 
line,  held  by  a  detail  of  the  Seventeenth  Regiment  New  York  Veteran 
Volunteer  Infantry,  turned  and  fell  back.  The  Sixteenth  Regiment 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  shortly  afterward  the  Tenth  Michigan  Regiment 
and  the  Sixtieth  Regiment  Illinois  Infantry,  were  sent  out  on  reconnais- 
sances toward  Florence,  Ala.  The  enemy  fell  back  before  them.  The 
remainder  of  the  brigade  advanced  on  the  road  to  within  one  mile  and 
a  half  of  Florence  and  halted  there,  no  enemy  being  in  sight.  Early 
in  the  afternoon  the  brigade  returned  to  camp  at  Shoal  Creek.  On 
the  following  day  the  whole  command  moved  forward  to  Sweet  Water 
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Creek  near  Florence,  and  remained  encamped  there  until  in  the  morn- 
ing, October  10,  when  we  resumed  our  march  to  Athens.  From  there 
the  command  proceeded  by  rail  to  Chattanooga,  where  it  arrived  at  1 
a.  m.  October  14.  Here  the  command  remained  for  four  days,  working 
on  the  defenses  of  the  place.  On  the  18th  of  October  the  command 
left  Chattanooga  and  marched  through  La  Fayette,  crossed  Chattooga 
Creek,  entered  the  State  of  Alabama  near  Alpine,  and  reached  Gayles- 
ville  about  noon  October  22.  The  main  body  of  General  Sherman's 
army  was  here  encamped  to  observe  the  movements  of  the  rebels  under 
Hood.  The  command  remained  here  until  the  28th  of  October,  when 
it  again  took  np  the  line  of  march  at  2  p.  m.,  and  arrived  at  Eome,  Ga., 
at  3  p.  m.  on  the  29th  of  October.  Eemained  at  Eome  until  November 
1,  when  the  command  moved  to  Kingston.  On  the  8th  of  November 
marched  from  Kingston  to  Cartersville.  Eemained  there  until  No- 
vember 13  when  the  command  crossed  Etowah  Eiver,  and  began  to  de- 
stroy the  railroad.  Eeached  Acworth  on  the  same  evening.  Continued 
the  march  next  morning,  passed  Marietta,  crossed  the  Chattahoochee, 
and  reached  Atlanta  in  the  afternoon  November  15,* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  SMITH, 
Colonel,  Gommanding. 
Capt.  T.  Wiseman, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  13. 

Report  of  Capt.  Hben  White,  Sixteenth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Sixteenth  Illinois  Infantry, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  Jattuary  1, 1865. 
I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  make,  in  compliance  with  orders 
from  headquarters  First  Brigade,  the  following  report  of  the  action  taken 
by  this  regiment  in  the  military  operations  of  this  command  from  the 
fall  of  Atlanta  up  to  and  including  the  occupation  of  Savannah,  viz : 
The  Sixteenth  Illinois  Infantry  Veteran  Volunteers  was  in  camp  at  At- 
lanta from  September  8  until  September  28, 1864,  when  it  proceeded  by 
railroad  to  Athens,  Ala.,  via  Chattanooga  and  Huntsville,  and  from 
thence  marched  to  Florence,  Ala.,  joining  in  the  movement  which  drove 
Forrest  south  of  the  Tennessee  Eiver.  It  then  returned  to  Chatta- 
nooga by  rail,  and  from  that  place  marched,  via  Alpine  and  Eome,  to 
Gaylesville,  Ala.,  in  pursuit  of  Hood's  army,  resting  at  Gaylesville  four 
days;  the  regiment  then  marched,  via  Eome,  to  Kingston,  Ga.,  where  it 
remained  until  November  6,  when  it  marched  to  Cartersville,  Ga.  At 
this  place  communication  with  the  North  was  severed,  and  on  Novem- 
ber 13  the  regiment  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Atlanta,  following  the 
railroad,  and  arriving  at  that  place  on  the  15th  of  November.* 
EespectfuUy  submitted. 

EBBN  WHITE,- 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Capt.  John  P.  Hollers, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  1st  Brig.,  2d  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps. 


Piirt  I 


For  continuation  of  rcj)ortj  relating  to  the  Savannah  campaif[u,  nee  Vol,  XLIV, 
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No.  14. 

Beport  of  Maj.  James  H.  McDonald,  Sixtieth  Illinois  Infantry. 

HbQRS.  Sixtieth  Illinois  Veteran  Vol.  Infantry, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  3, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  my  regiment  in  the  last  campaign,  commencing  September  29, 
1864,  and  ending  December  21,  1864: 

On  the  29th  of  September  my  regiment  moved  from  Atlanta,  Ga.,  by 
railroad,  via  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  to  Athens,  Ala.,  a  distance  of  241 
miles.  Arrived  at  Athens  on  the  3d  day  of  October.  Marched  from 
Athens  to  Florence,  Ala.,  a  distance  of  forty-five  miles.  On  the  6th  day 
of  October,  near  Florence,  Ala.,  my  regiment  skirmished  with  the  enemy 
and  drove  them  through  the  town,  then  returned  to  camp  on  Shoal 
Creek.  On  the  7th  we  moved  into  Florence  and  remained  there  until 
the  morning  of  the  10th  of  October.  Eeturned  to  Athens,  Ala.,  on  the 
12th:  took  the  cars  for  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  on  the  14th  of  October. 
Remained  at  Chattanooga  until  the  18th,  then  marched  to  Gaylesville, 
Ala.,  by  way  of  La  Fayette,  Ga.,  a  distance  of  sixty-five  miles.  Arrived 
at  Gayles\'ille,  Ala.,  October  22,  and  remained  there  until  the  27th.  The 
28th,  moved  for  Eome,  Ga.;  arrived  at  Rome  the  29th;  remained  until 
November  1 ,  then  moved  to  Kingston,  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles ;  arrived 
November  1,  and  remained  there  until  November  8,  then  moved  to  Car- 
tersville,  Ga.,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles;  remained  at  Cartersville  un- 
til November  13,  then  moved  for  Atlanta,  a  distance  of  fifty-eight  miles. 
On  the  way  we  destroyed  one  mile  and  a  half  of  railroad  track;  arrived 
at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  November  15.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Mcdonald, 

Major,  Comdg.  Sixtieth  Illinois  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry. 
AcTG.  AssT.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Brigade,  Second  Division. 


No.  15. 

Beport  of  Capt.  Charles  H.  Bichman,  Tenth  Michigan  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Tenth  Michigan  Veteran  Vol.  Infantry, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  3, 1865. 

In  compliance  with  circular  from  headquarters  First  Brigade,  Sec- 
ond Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  dated  December  29,  1864, 1  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Tentli 
Michigan  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  from  September  8  [28]  to  Decem- 
ber 22, 1864: 

September  28,  received  orders  at  4  p.  m.  to  be  ready  to  move,  four 
days'  rations  to  be  taken,  convalescents  to  be  left  in  charge  of  an  offi- 
cer. At  8.30  p.  m.  started,  went  to  Atlanta,  loaded  on  the  cars,  and  re- 
mained until  morning.  September  29,  moved  out  on  the  Chattanooga 
railroad  at  7  a.  m. ;  went  to  Chickamauga  Creek,  where  remained  all 
night.  September  30,  started  at  10  a.  m.,  passed  through  Chatta. 
nooga,  Bridgeport,  and  reached  Stevenson,  Ala.,  about  4  p.  m.,  and  re. 

'For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  tho  Savaunali  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
fart  J, 
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niained  until  the  1st  of  October.  October  1,  took  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Eailroad  for  Huntsville  at  10  a.  m.,  moved  very  slow,  and 
reached  Huntsville  at  8  p.  m.  Rained  all  the  p.  m.  October  2,  unloaded 
from  the  cars,  went  into  camp  and  remained  until  4  p.  m.,  when  took 
the  cars  and  started  for  Athens;  moved  very  slow  and  had  to  lay  the 
track  before  us ;  were  all  night  on  the  road.  October  3,  got  off  the  cars 
three  miles  from  Athens;  at  7  a.  m.  marched  to  town  and  camped.  Octo- 
ber 4,  marched  at  6  a.  m.  for  Florence,  forded  Elk  Eiver,  and  went  into 
camp  at  8  p.  m.  October  5,  moved  at  6  a.  m.  in  the  rain,  camped  at  7 
p.  m.  October  6,  moved  out  at  9  a.  m.  in  light  marching  order.  Regi- 
ment on  skirmish  line.  Skirmished  seven  miles,  driving  the  enemy, 
and  arrived  at  Florence  at  12  m.,  rested  till  2  p.  m.,  when  moved  back 
to  camp.  October  7,  marched  at  1  p.  m.  to  Florence,  where  arrived  at 
4  p.  m.,  went  into  camp,  where  remained  until  the  10th.  October  10, 
started  at  6  a.  m.  on  return  to  Athens,  camped  at  dark,  left  wing  on 
grand  guard.  October  11,  moved  at  6,  forded  Elk  River,  and  camped  at 
G  p.  m.  October  12,  marched  at  7,  camped  at  12  m.  at  Athens.  Octo- 
ber 13,  took  the  cars  for  Chattanooga,  arrived  there  12  midnight,  went 
into  camp,  where  remained  until  the  18th,  when  Colonel  Lum  returned 
to  regiment,  he  having  been  relieved  by  the  return  of  his  superior  ofiQcer, 
Colonel  Smith.  October  18,  marched  at  7  a.  m.,  camped  at  Gordon's 
Mills  at  4  p.  m.  October  19,  moved  at  7  o'clock,  went  to  La  Fayette. 
October  20,  marched  at  G  a.  m.,  camped  at  5  p.  m.  October  21,  marched 
at  6  a.  m.,  made  camp  at  8  p.  m.  October  22,  marched  at  6  a.  m.,  joined 
corps,  went  into  camp  at  12  m.,  where  remained  until  the  28th.  Octo- 
ber 28,  moved  at  3  p.  m.,  camped  at  7  p.  m.  October  29,  marched  at  5.30 
a.  m.,  moved  very  rapidly,  and  made  camp  one  mile  from  Rome,  Ga.,  at 
3  p.  m. ;  here  remained  until  if  ovember  1.  November  1,  marched  at  5.30 
a.  m.  for  Kingston,  where  arrived  at  3  p.  m.,  and  remained  until  the  8th ; 
were  paid  to  the  31st  of  August.  November  8,  marched  at  6  a.  m.  for 
Cartersville,  where  arrived  at  1  p.  m.  and  had  election;  here  remained 
until  the  13th.  November  13,  moved  at  6.30  a.  m.,  went  toward  Atlanta, 
crossed  the  Etowah  River,  and  commenced  destruction  of  railroad. 
Destroyed  about  —  miles  of  road,  and  made  camp  near  Acworth  at  8 
p.  m.* 

Respectfully  submitted. 

CHAS.  H.  RICHMAN, 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  John  P.  Holleks, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  First  Brigade,  dec. 


No.  IC. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Joel  0.  Martin,  Seventeenth  New  York  Veteran 

Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Seventkenth  Regt.  New  York  Vet.  Vols., 

Camp  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  30,  1864. 

Captain  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  yesterday,  1  have  the 
honor  to  report  as  follows : 

Aft^r  the  fall  of  Atlanta  my  regiment  marched  from  Jonosborough 
to  Atlanta  September  6,  and  encamped  with  the  division  at  White  Hall, 

*  For  continviatioa  of  report,  relating  to  tUe  Savannah  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I, 


640  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  (Chap.  LI. 

where  they  remained  till  September  28, 1864,  when,  under  command  of 
Captain  Wilde,  they  moved  by  railroad  to  Athens,  Ala.,  and  marched 
from  there  to  Florence  in  pursuit  of  the  rebel  forces  under  Forrest. 
Had  a  little  skirmish  with  Forrest  October  6,  and  marched  back  to 
Athens,  and  from  there  by  railroad  to  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  which  place 
they  reached  October  14.  This  place  being  threatened  by  the  rebel  army 
under  Hood  my  regiment  wavS  put  to  work  on  the  fortifications  about 
the  city,  and  were  thus  employed  till  the  morniug  of  October  18, 1864, 
when  we  marched  with  the  rest  of  the  division  toward  Gaylesville,  Ala., 
which  place  we  reached  October  22.    Here  we  lay  in  camp  till  October 

28,  when  we  marched  toward  Eome,  Ga.,  reaching  that  place  October 

29.  Lay  in  camp  at  Eome  till  November  1,  and  marched  to  Kingston, 
Ga.,  where  we  were  encamped  from  November  1  to  November  8.  On 
the  8th  of  November  we  bid  farewell  to  civilization  and  started  for  At- 
lanta. November  13  and  14,  worked  at  destroying  railroad;  reached 
the  ruins  of  Atlanta  November  15.* 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  '  J.  O.  MARTIN, 

Lieut.  Col.,  Comdg.  Seventeenth  New  YorTc  Veteran  Vols. 

Capt.  John  P.  Hollers, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  1st  Brig.,  M  Dii\,  14th  Army  Corps. 


No.  17. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  S.  Pearee,  Ninety-eighth  Ohio  Infantry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade. 

Hdqbs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

In  Camp,  near  Savannah,  Oa.,  December  31,  1864. 

Captain:  I  bave  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  brigade  from  the  fall  of  Atlanta  to  the  evacuation  by 
the  enemy  and  the  occupation  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  by  the  U.  S.  forces  ou 
the  morning  of  the  21st  instant: 

After  the  fight  at  Jonesborough,  Ga.,  on  the  1st  of  September  last, 
the  brigade,  with  the  balance  of  the  army,  fell  back  to  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Atlanta;  went  into  camp  at  White  Hall,  two  miles  south  of  the 
city,  and  there  remained  until  the  evening  of  the  29th,  same  month, 
when,  in  pursuance  of  jirevious  orders,  we  embarked  aboard  the  cars 
near  camjj  for  Chattanooga,  where  we  arrived  the  following  day 
at  night-fall,  remaining  on  the  cars  that  night.  We  left  Chatta- 
nooga the  following  morning  at  3  o'clock  for  Huntsville,  Ala.,  where  we 
arrived  at  8.30  p.  m.  that  day,  but  after  the  enemy  who  had  invest«d 
that  place  had  retired.  Here  we  disembarked  and  bivouacked  for  the 
night  near  the  depot,  and  ou  the  following  morning  went  into  camp 
near  by.  At  12  m.  that  day  we  re-embarked  ou  board  the  cars  for 
Athens,  Ala.,  and  after  a  few  delays,  occasioned  by  obstructions  and 
damage  done  to  the  road  by  the  enemy,  we  arrived  at  that  i»lace  by 
uight-fall  the  following  day,  here  bivouacking  for  the  night.  We  set  out 
early  next  morning  for  Florence,  Ala.,  exiiecting  at  that  x^lace  to  en- 
counter the  rebel  General  Forrest  and  his  command  and  to  prevent  his 
retreat  across  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  but  on  arriving  at  Florence  we 

*  For  contiuufttioii  of  report,  relatiuf;  to  the  Suvauuah  campaigu,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
Parti. 


Ohap.  LI.]       NOKTH  GEORGIA  AND  NORTH  ALABAMA.         641 

found  tliiit  lie  was  gone.  After  two  days'  liard  inaruliing  through 
drenching  rains  and  deep  mud,  wading  Elk  River  and  other  minor 
streams,  we  halted  and  rested  for  the  night  on  the  banks  of  Shoal 
Creek.  Taking  into  consideration  that  many  of  the  men  were  bare- 
footed, many  almost  naked,  the  bad  weather  and  the  deep  roads,  and 
entire  want  of  transportation,  which,  with  all  baggage  (exceiit  what 
the  officers  and  men  coidd  carry  u])on  their  horses  and  ])ersons)  was 
left  behind  in  Atlanta,  this  marcli,  in  my  opinion,  is  excelled  by  but 
few  ui)ou  record.  From  the  time  we  left  Atlanta  it  had  rained  almost 
constantly  day  and  night.  On  the  following  day,  October  G,  the 
Thirty-fourth  Illinois  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry  and  Seventy-eighth 
Illinois  VoliTiitecr  Infantrj',  of  this  brigade,  were  ordered  to  make  a  re- 
counaissanceon  the  Lawrenccburg  pike,  which  M'as  to  the  left  and  rear  of 
our  position,  and  the  Ninety-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  to  follow 
with  a  section  of  the  battery,  the  other  two  brigades  of  the  division  on  the 
Florence  road,  upon  which  they  had  attacked  the  enemy's  cavalry  early 
in  the  morning,  and  were  then  rapidly  driving  them  in  the  direction  of 
that  town.  The  Thirty-fourth  and  Seventy-eighth  Illinois  Regiments, 
having  completed  their  recoiinaissauce,  as  ordered,  returned  to  camp 
late  that  evening,  having  seen  nothing  of  the  eueniy  and  discovering 
nothing  of  importance.  The  Ninety-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
after  marching  to  Florence,  where  it  came  u])  to  the  other  two  brigades, 
who  had  then  driven  the  enemy  through  and  beyond  that  place,  re- 
turned to  cami)  same  evening,  and  the  following  day  the  brigade,  with 
the  balance  of  the  division,  marched  to  Florence,  distance,  seven  miles 
from  Shoal  Creek,  and  Avent  into  camj),  where  it  remained  until  the 
morning  of  the  lOtli,  when,  with  the  rest  of  the  command,  it  (commenced 
to  fall  back  to  Athens,  reaching  this  i)lace  on  the  morning  of  the  12th. 
On  the  following  day  at  V2  m.  we  took  the  cars  for  Chattanooga,  and 
arriving  there  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  went  into  camp,  where  we 
remained  until  the  18th,  when  we  marched  to  Lee  and  (iordon's  Mills; 
distance,  twelve  nules.  Next  day  resumed  march  toward  La  Fayette, 
which  place  we  reached  late  in  tlie  evening,  having  marched  a  distance 
of  thirteen  miles.  On  the  next  days,  October  '20-22,  we  rejoined  the 
other  two  divisions  of  the  (;orps,  then  at  Gaylesville,  Ala.,  having 
marched  these  days  thirty-four  miles.  At  this  place  we  remained  in 
camp  until  October  28,  when  Ave  marched  toward  Rome,  Ga.,  arriving 
there  on  the  following  day;  distance,  twenty-five  miles.  Encamping 
here  until  the  morning  of  November  1  we  marched  to  Kingston,  Ga., 
distant  from  Rome  seventeen  miles,  and  went  into  camp  late  that  after- 
noon. November  8,  marched  to  Cartersville  and  encamped  until  the 
morning  of  the  l.'rth,  when  we  set  out  for  Atlanta,  Ga.,  effectually  de- 
stroying three  miles  of  the  Chattanooga  and  Atlanta  Railroad  between 
the  Etowali  River  and  the  town  of  Allatoona,  and,  marching  fourteen 
miles,  biv(macked  for  the  night  at  Acworth.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[J.  S.  PEARCE,] 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Capt.  T.  Wiseman, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  j 


*  For  coutinuation  of  r(^port,  relating  to  the  Savannah  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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No.  18. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Maris  E.  Vernon,  Seventy-eighth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Seventy-eighth  Eegt.  Illinois  Vol.  Inftt., 

Savannah,  6a.,  December  30,  1864. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  Seventy-eighth  Eegiinent  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry  from  the  fall  of  Atlanta  up  to  and  including  the  fall 
of  Savannah,  December  21,  1864: 

Upon  the  termination  of  the  campaign  of  Atlanta  the  regiment,  with 
the  brigade,  went  into  camp  two  miles  south  of  the  city,  where  it  re- 
mained until  the  29th  of  September;  then,  with  the  division,  took  cars 
and  moved  by  rail  to  Athens,  Ala.,  which  point  was  reached  on  the  3d 
of  October.  October  4,  took  up  line  of  march  toward  Florence,  forded 
Elk  River,  and  camped  for  the  night  near  Itogersville.  October  5, 
reached  Shoal  Creek,  thirty-five  miles  west  of  Athens  and  six  east  of 
Florence;  rained  all  day,  and  road  bad.  6th,  the  regiment,  with  Thirty- 
fourth  Illinois,  made  a  reconnaissance  three  miles  out  Lawreuceburg 
road,  returning  to  the  brigade  at  night.  7th,  with  the  division,  advanced 
to  within  one  mile  of  Florence.  8th  and  9th,  remained  in  camp.  10th, 
the  whole  command  started  back  and  returned  to  Athens.  On  the  12th 
and  13th  took  cars  and  arrived  in  Chattanooga  on  the  14th.  Here 
was  obtained  clothing,  for  which  the  men  were  suffering,  loth,  16th, 
and  17th,  in  camp  at  Chattanooga.  18th,  marched  to  Lee  and  Gordon's 
Mills,  on  West  Chickamanga;  19th,  to  La  Fayette;  continuing  the 
march,  passed  through  Alpine,  and  reached  Gaylesville,  Ala.,  on  the 
22d,  where  we  joined  the  corps.  Kemained  here  until  the  afternoon  of 
the  28th,  \vhen,  with  the  division,  we  crossed  the  Chattooga  Eiver,  and 
on  the  29th  reached  Eome.  November  1,  with  the  division,  moved 
from  Eome  to  Kingston.  Eemained  here  until  the  8th,  when  we  moved 
to  Cartersville.  13th,  took  up  line  of  march  for  Atlanta,  destroying 
the  railroad  as  we  moved.* 

I  am,  captain,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  E.  VBENON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  J.  S.  Wilson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


No.  19. 

Report  of  Capt.  James  R.  McLaughlin,  Ninety-eighth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Ninety-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  Becember  39, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  tlie  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  the  Ninety-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  from  the  fall  of  Atlanta 
(September  1, 1864)  until  the  fall  of  Savannah,  Ca.  (December  21, 1864) : 
The  Ninety-eighth  Eegiment,  with  the  remainder  of  the  Second  Di- 
vision, went  into  camp,  after  the  battle  of  Jonesborough,  near  Atlanta, 
where  we  remained  until  September  29,  when  we  received  orders  to  em- 

*  For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  the  Savauuali  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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bark  on  the  cars  for  Chattanooga.  After  arriving  in  Chattanooga  the 
division  was  ordered  into  Alabama  in  pnrsuit  of  the  rebel  General 
Forrest.  We  went  from  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  to  Huntsville,  Ala.,  by 
rail,  at  which  place  we  arrived  October  1.  We  were  ordered  from 
Huntsville  to  Athens,  Ala.,  where  we  arrived  October  3.  Here  we  re- 
ceived orders  to  march  to  Florence,  a  distance  of  forty-five  miles,  where 
we  arrived  October  7  and  went  into  camp,  remaining  until  October 
10,  when  we  were  ordered  back  to  Athens,  where  we  arrived  October 
12.  On  this  march  we  met  with  no  opposition  from  the  enemy.  It 
was,  nevertheless,  a  severe  and  fatiguing  march  upon  the  soldiers,  as  it 
rained  almost  constantly  and  they  were  compelled  to  ford  numerous 
streams,  among  the  number  Elk  liiver.  On  the  evening  of  the  13th  we 
started  by  rail  for  Chattanooga,  where  we  arrived  on  the  14th.  During 
the  entire  trip  through  Alabama  we  received  all  rations  and  forage 
through  the  commissary  of  subsistence  department.  On  tlie  morning 
of  the  18th  of  October  the  regiment,  with  the  remainder  of  the  division, 
moved  from  Chattanooga  on  the  La  Fayette  road  in  jjursuit  of  Hood's 
retreating  army,  arriving  at  Gaylesville  on  the  evening  of  the  22d.  At 
this  place  we  joined  the  remaining  two  divisions  of  our  corps.  During 
the  time  we  remained  at  Gaylesville  we  subsisted  almost  entirely  off 
the  country,  receiving  about  one-third  rations  from  the  commissary  of 
subsistence  department.  We  marched  from  Gaylesville  to  Cartersville 
without  anything  transpiring  worthy  of  note,  arriving  at  the  latter 
place  November  8.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  November  the  entire 
corps  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Atlanta,  the  Ninety-eighth  being  left 
in  town  as  rear  guard.  The  regiment  commenced  moving  about  1  p.  m., 
crossing  the  Etowah  River,  burning  the  bridge,  and  joined  our  brigade 
at  AUatoona  Pass,  where  Ave  destroyed  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of 
railroad.    We  arrived  at  Atlanta  on  tlie  evening  of  the  15th.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  Mclaughlin, 

Captain,  Commanding. 
Capt.  J.  S.  Wilson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  20. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  W.  Langley,  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth 
Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

Hdqbs.  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Near  ISavannah,  Oa.,  January  3,  1865. 

Captain  :  Pursuant  to  orders  of  date  December  28,  1864,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  substantially  the  operations  of  my  command  from  the 
fall  of  Atlanta  up  to  and  including  the  fall  of  Savannah. 

On  the  4th  day  of  September  last  my  command,  comprising  the 
Eighty-fifth,  Eighty-sixth,  and  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Illinois, 
the  Fifty-second  Ohio,  the  Twenty-second  Indiana,  and  three  companies 
of  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  moved  from 
Jonesborough,  in  charge  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  hospital  trains 
and  about  1,600  prisoners  of  Avar,  to  Atlanta,  reaching  the  latter  place 
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about  sundown.  After  reporting  to  Major-Geiieral  Slocnin,  then  com- 
manding at  Atlanta,  and  turning  over  my  rebel  prisoners,  by  his  order, 
I  went  into  camp  to  the  left  of  the  White  Hall  road,  just  beyond  the 
suburbs  of  the  city,  where  I  remaiued  until  the  29th  day  of  September, 
Avhen  I  received  orders  to  move  to  Chattanooga  by  cars  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  At  about  9  p.  m.  I  got  the  brigade  on  board  a  train  of  cars 
going  north,  and  arrived  at  Chattanooga  October  1  at  3  p.  m.  General 
Morgan  having  previously  gone  to  Huntsville,  Ala.,  with  the  First  and 
Second  Brigades  of  the  division,  I  reported  iu  person  to  Major-General 
Thomas,  who  directed  me  to  proceed  to  Huntsville  as  rapidly  as  I  could 
do  so  with  safety.  I  accordingly  started  on  a  train  from  Chattanooga 
at  sundown  and  arrived  safely  at  Huntsville  at  12  m.  October  2,  and 
went  into  camp  on  the  south  side  of  town,  Avhere  we  remained  about 
two  hours,  when  I  received  orders  to  move  to  the  depot  immediately. 
On  going  to  jny  command  I  found  it  all  asleep,  a  luxury  the  men  had 
not  enjoyed  since  leaving  Atlanta  three  days  before.  Shortly  after 
arriving  at  the  depot  we  commenced  reloading  the  same  cars  from 
which  we  had  disembarked  but  two  or  three  hours  previously.  At  dark 
the  entire  division  moved  toward  Athens  six  miles,  where  we  met  with 
obstructions  on  the  road  that  delayed  us  until  next  morning,  when  we 
again  started,  reaching  within  six  miles  of  Athens  by  noon.  Here  were 
other  obstructions  iu  the  road,  and  we  disembarked  for  the  last  time. 
By  the  order  of  General  Morgan  I  directed  Captain  Cook,  commanding 
the  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Illinois,  to  guard  the  empty  trains 
back  to  Huntsville  and  return  to  the  brigade  by  the  next  train.  At  2 
p.  m.  the  brigade  marched  with  the  division  to  Athens,  and  Avent  into 
camp  in  two  lines,  facing  southeast.  It  will  be  seen  that  my  command 
was  three  days  and  four  nights  traveling  from  Atlanta  to  Athens,  and 
Adtli  the  exception  of  about  six  hours  of  that  time  they  were  on  the 
cars  so  closely  crowded  that  none  could  lie  doAvn.  Even  had  that  been 
])0ssible  they  could  not  have  slept,  owing  to  the  very  heavy  rain  that 
fell  almost  Avithout  intermission  during  the  trip.  It  Avas  the  ill-fortune 
of  my  brigade  to  ride  on  trahis  managed  by  drunken,  incompetent,  and 
irresponsible  conductors  and  engineers,  Avho  for  the  most  part  seemed 
perfectly  indifferent  to  the  suffering  and  inconvenience  they  imposed 
upon  the  soldiers,  so  long  as  they  enjoyed  official  confidence,'  a  profita- 
ble salary,  and  plenty  to  eat. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  October  the  brigade,  exce])t  the  One 
hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Illinois,  not  yet  returned  from  Huntsville, 
and  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Illinois,  in  charge  of  supplies,  marched 
from  Athens  toAvard  Florence,  fording  Elk  River  at  BroAvn's  Ferry 
about  sundoAA'u,  after  Avhich  it  marched  four  miles  to  Eogersville  and 
encamped  for  the  night.  October  5,  marched  at  6  a.  m.,  crossed  Shoal 
Creek  at  dark  and  Aveut  into  camp  beyond  and  Avithin  seven  miles  of 
Florence.  October  G,  the  First  Brigade  moved  toAvard  Florence  at  7 
a.  m.,  but  met  the  enemy's  cavalry  skirmishers  just  beyond  our  picket- 
line.  I  Avas  immediately  ordered  to  foUoAV  with  three  regiments,  leav- 
ing one  as  cam])  guard.  It  was  with  little  difliculty  that  a  reconnais- 
sance was  pushed  through  to  Florence,  as  it  Avas  afterAvard  ascertained 
that  the  enemy  opposing  our  progress  thither  amounted  to  only  about 
150  men.  We  reached  the  town  at  1  p.  m.  and  then  learned  certainly, 
what  Ave  already  began  to  suspect,  that  Forrest  had  escaped  across  the 
Tennessee  Elver.  At  3  ]>.  m.  avo  returned  tt)  Shoal  Creek,  reaching 
there  about  sundown.  On  the  folloAving  morning  the  entire  command, 
with  the  division,  returned  to  Florence  and  Avent  into  camp  (m  the 
southeast  side  of  town,  where  Ave  remained  three  days.    Up  to  this 
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time,  fioiii  the  date  of  oiu'  dcpartiirc  fiom  Atlanta,  it  )tiiiie(l  heavily 
every  clay,  reiKlcriiig  the  road.s  from  Athens  to  Florence  very  muddy, 
besides  swellinj?  the  numerous  streams  to  their  banks.  These  streams 
■\ve  were  comj)elled  to  ford,  with  the  exception  of  Shoal  Creek,  which 
had  a  good  bridge.  The  men  Avei'e  drenching  wet,  adding  greatly  to 
the  weight  of  their  loads,  and  their  sleep,  though  sound,  Avas  the  sleep 
of  exhaustion  and  afforded  them  but  little  rest ;  besides,  many  were 
barefoot  and  footsore.  Those  who  fell  sick  by  the  wayside  were  left 
in  houses  to  the  care  of  the  citizens,  as  we  had  no  means  of  trans- 
portation. The  citizens,  as  far  as  I  was  able  to  learn,  uniformly  treated 
our  sick  soldiers  with  a  great  deal  of  kindness.  Officers  had  no  com- 
forts or  convenience  above  those  of  enlisted  men,  and  indulged  only  in 
such  luxuries  as  thej-  could  transport  by  virtue  of  their  own  physical 
strength.  In  short,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  our  trip  from  Atlanta 
to  Florence  came  nearer  tasking  to  the  utmost  the  physical  endurance 
of  the  American  soldier  than  any  cam^jaign  1  ever  witnessed,  and  I 
cannot  withhold  the  meed  of  praise  so  eminently  due  the  brave  officers 
and  men  who  made  it.  They  performed  all  that  was  required  of  them 
with  that  characteristic  cheerfulness  which  has  recently  become  so 
strongly  engrafted  in  the  heart  of  our  army.  October  10,  we  left  Flor- 
ence on  our  way  back  toward  Athens ;  marched  nineteen  miles  and  en- 
camped for  the  night.  October  11,  resumed  march  toward  Athens,  and 
encamped  for  the  night  within  eight  miles  of  the  town.  October  12, 
reached  Athens  at  10  a.  m.,  where  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-flfth 
Illinois  rejoined  the  brigade.  We  moved  two  miles  east  of  town,  and 
went  into  temporary  camp.  At  2  p.  m.  I  received  orders  from  General 
Morgan  to  detail  one  regiment  to  rebuild  a  railroad  bridge  across  a 
branch  of  Limestone  Creek,  which  next  morning  it  had  completed,  and 
about  noon  cars  began  to  arrive  at  Athens  to  transport  the  division  to 
Chattanooga.  My  command  got  off  at  4  a.  m.  October  13,  and  reached 
Chattanooga  at  midnight,  where  I  encamped  the  brigade  in  two  lines 
on  the  west  side  of  town,  where  it  remained  four  days.  My  first  effort 
was  to  procure  shoes  and  clothing  for  my  barefooted  and  almost  naked 
men ;  I  succeeded  in  procimng  785  pairs  of  shoes  and  a  sufficiency  of 
clothing.  At  the  exjiiration  of  our  four  days'  rest  at  Chattanooga  we 
marched  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  October,  by  the  Eossville  and 
Dry  Yalley  roads,  to  Lee  and  (Tordon's  Mills,  on  the  Chickamauga 
Eiver,  and  encamijed  for  the  night.  October  19,  marched  to  La  Fay- 
ette and  encamped  for  the  night.  October  20,  marched  south  from  La 
Fayette  about  twelve  miles  and  turned  to  the  right  on  a  road  leading 
to  Broomtown  Valley,  and,  after  fording  Chattooga  Eiver,  we  went  into 
camp  for  the  night.  October  21,  marched  twenty-five  miles  on  Broom- 
town  Valley  road  toward  Gaylesville.  October  22,  marched  to  Gayles- 
ville  and  went  into  camp  north  of  town,  where  we  joined  the  corps  and 
remained  five  days,  subsisting  partly  on  Government  rations  and  partly 
from  the  country.  October  28,  left  camp  at  2  p.  m.  and  marched  eight 
miles  toward  Eome,  and  camped  for  the  night  at  Missionary  Station, 
near  the  State  line.  October  29,  resiimed  the  march  at  6  a.  m.  and 
encamped  at  night  on  the  north  side  of  Oostenaula  Eiver,  and  within 
one  mile  of  Eome,  where  we  remained  until  October  31,  when  I  received 
orders  to  march  to  Kingston  as  guard  to  corps  train.  My  command 
left  Eome  at  3  p.  m.;  marched  eight  miles,  and  encamped  at  night  on 
Cedar  Creek.  Eesumed  march  at  7  o'clock  next  morning,  and  reached 
Kingston  within  three  hours,  where  I  went  into  camp  and  remained  un- 
til November  8,  on  which  day  avc  marched  to  Cartersvllle  and  encamped 
southwest  of  town,  about  two  miles,  until  JSTovember  12,  wlien  I  was 
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ordered  to  relieve  a  brigade  of  tlie  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Corps, 
at  the  fort  on  the  north  side  of  the  Etowah  Eiver.  November  13, 
marched  to  Acwprth,  stopping  on  the  way  to  tear  up  and  destroy  three 
miles  and  a  half  of  railroad  track  and  ties ;  reached  camp  at  9  p.  m.* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  LANGLEY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  125th  Illinois  Vol.  Infty.,  (Jomdg.  Brigade. 

Capt.  T.  Wiseman, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  21. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Absalom  Baird,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Third 

Division. 

Hdqes.  Thikd  Division,  Foitrteenth  Aemy  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  7,  1865. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
performed  by  this  division  in  the  operations  of  the  army  against  Hood 
after  the  capture  of  Atlanta,  and  the  stibsequent  advance  to  and  cap- 
ture of  this  place : 

Having  gone  into  camp  at  Atlanta,  after  the  taking  of  that  city, 
the  army  remained  there  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  damages 
caused  by  the  long  and  arduous  campaign  of  the  summer  until  about 
the  1st  of  October.  It  was  then  ascertained  that  the  rebel  army  of 
Hood,  recovered  from  the  effect  of  the  recent  discomiiture,  was  moving 
to  the  west  and  north,  as  if  to  threaten  our  communications,  and  our 
forces  were  put  in  motion  to  meet  it.  The  following  diary  of  daily 
events  sets  forth  the  movements  of  this  division  in  consequence :  Oc- 
tober 1  and  2,  division  remained  in  camp  situated  about  one  mile 
south  of  the  city  of  Atlanta.  On  Monday,  October  3,  at  1  p.  m.,  pur- 
suant to  orders  from  corjjs  headquarters,  tents  were  struck  and  the 
march  commenced  toward  railroad  bridge  crossing  the  Chattahoochee 
Eiver;  bivouacked  during  the  night  half  a  mile  from  the  river.  Octo- 
ber 4,  crossed  the  river  and  encamped  upon  the  ground  occupied  by  the 
enemy  in  the  front  of  the  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  on 
the  4th  of  July  last.  October  5,  marched  all  day  and  encamped  near 
Marietta,  Ga.  October  6,  marched  to  Jack's  house,  near  Pine  Moun- 
tain, and  went  into  cami).  October  7,  division  made  a  reconnaissance  two 
miles  beyond  Lost  Mountain  in  the  direction  of  Dallas.  October  8, 
moved  to  a  point  near  Acworth  and  remained  in  camp  until  5  p.  m. 
October  10,  when  the  division  marched  all  night,  passing  over  AUatoona 
Mountain,  through  CartersviUe  at  7  a.  m.  October  11,  and  halted  for 
the  night  half  a  mile  west  of  Kingston.  October  12,  marched  to  Eome 
at  9.30  p.  m.  October  13,  started  for  Eesaca,  passing  through  Calhoun 
at  3  ij.  m.  next  day,  and  reaching  Eesaca  the  same  evening.  Crossed 
the  Oostenaula  at  daylight  of  the  loth,  and  encamped  on  the  summit  of 
Mill  Creek  Mountain.  October  IG,  marched  through  Snake  Creek  Gap 
to  a  point  within  two  miles  of  Ship's  Gap.  From  this  place,  October 
18,  passed  through  Dick's  and  Ship's  Gaps,  moved  along  the  side  of 
Taylor's  Eidge,  and  crossed  the  Chattooga  on  the  19th.  October  20, 
division  reached  Gaylesville,  Ala.,  where  it  remained  encamped  until  the 

*For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  the  S.avanuali  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
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29th.  October  29,  crossed  the  Chattooga,  destroyed  the  bridge  and 
also  a  large  and  valuable  flouring  mill,  passed  through  McOullough's  Gap 
and  encamped  five  miles  from  Rome,  at  which  place  the  division  re- 
mained until  the  morning  of  November  2,  18C4.  November  2,  division 
moved  from  camp  near  Kome,  Ga.,  and  arrived  at  3  p.  m.  same  day  at 
Kingston,  where  it  remained  until  November  12,  when  the  march  toward 
Atlanta  was  begun,  encamping  iirst  night  three  miles  from  Etowah 
Eiver.  November  13,  passed  through  AUatoona  Gap,  destroyed  the 
railroad  from  AUatoona  Creek  to  a  point  one  mile  beyond  Acwortb, 
and  went  into  camp  at  Big  Shanty.  November  14,  division  crossed  the 
Chattahoochee  Kiver.* 

A.  BAIRD, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClurg, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Ge^ieral,  Fourteenth  Corps. 


No.  22. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Morgan,  Seventy-fourth  Indiana  Infantry, 

Third  Brigade. 

Hdqes.  Seventy-poxtrth  Regt.  Indiana  Vol.  Infantry, 

Kingston,  6a.,  November  11,  1864. 

In  accordance  with  the  directions  of  Major-General  Sherman,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  an  expedition  sent  out 
under  my  command  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  your  headquarters : 

My  regiment  left  camp  at  about  5  p.  m.  on  the  9th  instant.  On 
arriving  at  headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  Department  of  the 
Cumberland,  in  accordance  with  my  orders,  I  reported  to  Captain 
McClurg,  assistant  adjutant-general,  who  furiii.shed  me  with  a  list  of 
men  who  were  said  to  be  more  or  less  implicated  with  the  gTierrillas; 
Captain  McClurg  also  introduced  me  to  William  Lowrj',  who  was  to 
accompany  us  as  a  guide.  We  marched  through  Cassville,  and  then 
took  the  road  leading  to  Possum  Trot.  I  found  that  the  instructions 
which  I  had  received  were  contradictory  and  incompatible,  as  I  could 
not  "encamp  on  the  ground  where  the  occurrence  took  place"  and  cap- 
ture the  men  Avhose  names  appeared  on  the  list,  and  who  lived  upon 
another  road.  As  I  understood  there  were  no  men  who  lived  near  the 
place  where  the  skirmish  occurred,  and  as  I  was  informed  that  the 
rebels  were  not  in  that  vicinity,  I  determined  to  capture  the  implicated 
parties.  I  therefore  continued  on  the  Possum  Trot  road  until  I  had 
passed  Bransom's  house,  when  I  took  the  Spring  Place  or,  as  it  is  some- 
times called,  the  old  Newtown  road,  turning  off  to  the  left  from  the 
Possum  Trot  road  and  marked  by  a  guide  board.  The  first  men  found 
on  that  road  were  the  Kelly.s,  who  were  arrested.  One  was  a  middle- 
aged  man,  the  other  a  young  man,  whom  I  understood  to  be  his  nephew. 
They  lived  on  the  Widow  Clardy's  place.  The  next  place  where  any 
man  was  found  belonged  to  William  Crow.  As  his  name  appeared  on 
our  list,  I  arrested  him.  At  his  house  we  found  Berry  Houk,  who 
said  that  he  had  been  to  Kingston  to  take  in  a  wounded  Federal  soldier, 
and  had  returned  thus  far,  and  had  stopped  for  the  night  in  consequence 
of  the  rain.  He  Avas  also  arrested.  We  then  proceeded  to  the  residence 
of  Wash.  Henderson,  who  was  found  lying  against  his  door,  on  the  floor, 
"  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice."    As  his  name  appeared  on  our 

*  For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  the  Savannah  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
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list,  be  was  iirresteil.    As  we  ]>iissed  Swaiiey's  place  it  was  found  that 
there  was  hay  in  the  stable  and  a  man  was  sent  to  forage  some  for  the 
use  of  our  aniinals.    When  the  hay  loft  was  entered  a  man  who  had 
been  staying  or  sleeping  in  it  started  up  and  es(;aped.    We  i)roceeded 
to  the  house  of  Lindsay  Hendricks  (father  of  Captain  Hendricks),  which 
we  surrounded.    On  being  interrogated  he  denied  that  his  son  was  in 
the  house,  and  said  he  did  not  know  where  lie  Avas.    As  there  was  no 
evidence  of  the  truth  of  Ms  assertions  he  was  ])laced  under  guard  and 
the  search  of  the  house  was  continued.   Captain  Hendricks  was  found  in 
bed  and,  of  course,  was  jjlaced  under  a  strong  guard.    During  the  arrest 
of  Captain  Hendricks  his  father  attempted  to  escape,  birt  did  not  succeed. 
We  then  proceeded  to  the  residence  of  Madison  Uenman,  sometimes 
called  "Captain"  Denman.    I  understand  that  he  was  a  captain  in  the 
rebel  army,  but  that  now  he  belongs  to  no  regular  organization.    The 
negroes  said  that  victuals  were  cooked  there  and  taken  a  short  distance 
from  the  house,  where  they  were  received  by  the  rebels.     Yesterday 
morning  men  were  seen  lurking  about  the  place  indicated  by  the  negroes. 
Captain  Denman  Avas  not  at  home.    My  men  were  very  much  fatigued 
and  I  rested  until  daylight.    I  sent  a  guard  to  the  house  of  Berry  Houk, 
whom  we  had  arrested  at  Crow's.    At  this  house  a  corporal  of  General 
Sherman's  escort  was  lying,  I  think,  mortally  wounded.    It  is  said  he 
was  shot  by  First  Lieut.  Abraham  Tate,  of  Captain  Hendricks'  company. 
He  was  aided  all  that  was  possible  by  our  surgeon,  and  will  probably 
be  well  attended  to  by  Mr.  Houk's  family,  who,  I  believe,  are  thoroughly 
loyal.    In  accordance  with  my  instructions,  1  asked  Captain  Hendricks 
if  the  prisoners  Avhom  he  haid  captured  could  be  returned ;  what  dis- 
position had  been  made  of  them,  &c.    Hendricks  said  that  he  was  cap- 
tain of  Company  I,  First  Georgia  Cavalry,  having  been  very  lately  pro- 
moted ;  that  he  was  acting  under  orders,  and  was  recruiting  a  company ; 
that  he  commanded  the  force  which  had  attacked  the  Ibragers  from  our 
regiment;  that  his  men  told  him  that  they  had  killed  2  of  our  men;  he 
admitted  that  his  men  sometimes  wore  Federal  Government  clothing; 
that  a  negro  was  killed  during  the  skirmish.    He  said  that  the  prisoners 
had  been  sent  from  Possum  Trot  to  Athens ;  that  he  would  return  31 
Federal  prisoners  to  secure  his  release,  and  that  if  he  couhl  go  to  get 
them  he  could  return  his  late  captures  within  three  or  four  days.    When 
interrogated  as  to  his  treatment  of  prisoners  he  said  he  had  treated 
them  always  as  prisoners  of  Avar,  and  he  produced  a  receipt  for  Federal 
prisoners  given  to  Private  ,^.  M.  or  J.  H.  Hendricks.    This  was  the  only 
document  he  produced  to  show  that  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  South- 
ern Confederacy.    His  statements  that  he  had  been  lately  promoted 
and  that  the  prisoners  had  been  sent  off  Avere  confirmed  by  other  evi- 
dence, but  some  of  the  negroes  said  the  prisoners  were  killed.    As  it 
■  seemed  impossible  to  secure  the  return  of  the  prisoners  I  acted  upon 
the  altemative  given  me  in  my  orders.    I  fully  believe  that  Berry  Houk 
and  his  family  are  thoroughly  loyal.    I  had  arrested  him.     I  Avished 
to  avoid  injiu-ing  him  or  his  as  much  as  possible.    To  screen  him  from 
rebel  suspicion  I  treated  him  fully  as  severely  as  I  did  the  other  citizens, 
and  gave  them  all  to  understand  that  all  that  saved  Mr.  Houk's  house 
from  destruction  was  the  fact  that  the  wounded  man  could  not  be  re- 
moA-^ed.    On  this  pretext  his  property  Avas  spared.    1  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  he  be  treated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  screen  him  from  rebel 
suspicion,  and  yet  as  leniently  as  possible.    Captain  Denman's  house 
was  burned.    Just  as  the  goods  Avere  removed  a  "  charge"  was  bloAvn, 
and  some  scattering  horsemen  were  seen.    Lindsay  Hendricks'  build- 
ings were  burned,  and  so  was  Wash.  Henderson's  'house.    The  goods 
were  remoA^ed  in  each  instance.     Gn  my  retiu-n,  at  the  WidoAV  Collins'. 
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I  turned  to  the  rig:lit,  and  passed  by  tlie  place  wliere  my  meu  weie  at- 
tacked, near  Major  (so  called  because  he  was  a  militia  major)  Liuu's 
place,  about  seven  miles  from  Kingston.  I  was  suddenly  attacked  in 
the  flank  by  about  thirty  horsemen.  I  had  2  men  slightly  injured,  asd 
1  captured  the  equipments  of  1  man  who  was  dismounted.  They  did 
not  push  the  attack,  but  "retired"  very  hastily  after  their  dash,  and 
probably  formed  an  ambush  on  tlie  Cassville  road,  which  1  left  to  take 
a  nearer  one  to  Kingston.  Consequently  they  were  deceived,  and 
hardly  ready  for  a  second  skirmish.  After  this  I  saw  them  moving 
about,  but  they  did  not  seem  to  be  disposed  to  make  another  attack, 
and  1  came  into  camp  without  further  interruption.  Captain  Hend- 
ricks was  last  night  delivered  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  McClurg,  in  accord- 
ance with  orders  received  from  you.  The  citizens  who  were  arrested 
were  delivered  to  First  Lieut.  Josiah  F.  McNear,  provost-marshal  Third 
Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  in  accordance  with 
orders.  I  do  not  wish  Captain  Hendricks  to  be  released  during  the 
war.  1  respectfully  recommend  that  he  be  at  least  imprisoned  during 
the  war. 

We  marched  at  least  forty  miles  during  the  trip,  and  during  the 
greater  portion  of  the  time  through  mud  and  rain.  We  were  gone 
about  twenty-two  hours,  almost  without  a  rest.  Houk's  house,  which 
was  the  farthest  from  Kingston,  was  sixteen  miles. 

THOS.  MORGAN, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Gomdg.  Seventy-fourth  Regt.  Indiana  Vol.  Infty. 

Capt.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aide-deCamp,  Hdqrs.  Military  TUvinion  of  the  Missinsippi. 


No.  23. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Alpheus  S.   Williams,   U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Ticentieth  Army  Corps. 

Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  f),  1866. 

CoLONEi,:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  and  movements  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  from  date  of  the 
occupation  of  Atlanta  (September  2)  to  the  entrance  into  this  city  on 
the  21st  December  ultimo: 

The  several  divisions  of  the  corps  were  encamped  in  Atlanta,  mainly 
within  the  circuit  of  the  enemy's  oiiginal  line  of  defenses.  One  brigade 
of  the  Third  Division  was  on  duty  at  Montgomei'y's  Ferry,  on  the  Chat- 
tahoochee River.  The  command  of  the  post  was  committed  to  Col. 
William  Cogswell,  Second  Massachusetts  Infantry,  who  discharged 
the  perplexing  duties  well  and  faithfully.  His  report,  forwarded  here- 
with, will  furnish  interesting  details  of  the  multifarious  labors  and  serv- 
ices of  himself  and  his  subordinate  officers.  The  sujjplies  for  man  and 
beast  were  sufficient  until  the  railroad  was  cut  about  the  1st  of  October 
by  Hood's  army  moving  northward.  The  several  army  corps  following 
in  pursuit  left  behind  large  detachments  of  convalescents  and  unarmed 
men  and  a  good  part  of  their  trains.  Of  these  detachments  and  trains, 
great  and  small,  there  were  reported  to  the  post  commanders  12,700 
officers  and  men,  and  to  the  chief  quartermaster  405  horses  and  3,564 
mules — a  force  of  men  and  animals  almost  equal  in  numbers  to  the 
Twentieth  Corps  left  in  guard  of  Atlanta  and  its  vicinity.  From  the 
5th  of  October  for  quite  a  month  large  details  were  made  fiom  the  corps 
for  work  on  the  inner  line  of  fortifications  constructed  under  the  di- 
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rection  of  Capt.  O.  M.  Poe,  chief  engineer.  The  works  were  never 
fully  completed.  The  detachments  in  the  city  furnished  but  small 
details.  Measures  were  early  taken  to  graze  the  animals,  as  the 
forage  supply  was  very  limited,  and  soon,  under  the  direction  of  Major- 
General  Slocum,  commanding,  large  foraging  parties  were  organized 
and  sent  out  under  strong  guards  to  the  neighborhood  of  Yellow  and 
South  Eivers.  They  were  eminently  successful.  The  four  expeditions 
brought  back  on  an  average  each  of  over  630  wagon-loads  of  corn  and 
fodder,  besides  considerable  subsistence  supjdies  of  cattle,  sheep,  poul- 
try, sweet  potatoes,  honey,  sirup  and  the  like.  The  chief  quartermas- 
ter of  the  corps  reports  as  turned  over  to  him  from  these  expeditions, 
corn,  1,932,468  pounds;  fodder,  138,200  pounds.  Some  little  show  of 
opposition  was  made  to  these  parties  by  the  enemy's  cavalry,  but  not  a 
wagon  of  the  long  train  was  lost.  Credit  is  due  to  the  commanders  of 
the  several  escorts,  Brigadier-General  Geary,  Colonels  Eobinson,  Dus- 
tin,  and  Carman,  and  to  Colonel  Garrard,  commanding  cavalry  brigade, 
who  went  out  with  each  expedition. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  November  the  enemy's  cavalry  (reported 
to  be  two  brigades  of  Wheeler's  command)  approached  the  city  and 
opened  with  artillery  from  positions  a  little  south  of  Decatur  road,  and 
fipom  elevations  down  the  McDonough  road.  Along  the  latter  road 
they  undertook,  with  dismounted  men,  an  assault  on  the  lines  of  Geary's 
division,  probably  under  the  idea  that  we  Avere  evacuating  Atlanta. 
The  affair  was  feeble.  The  enemy  left  a  few  dead  and  wounded  in  front 
of  our  lines,  without  inflicting  a  single  casualty  on  us.  Carman's  bri- 
gade, of  the  First  Division,  was  sent  out  in  the  hope  of  intercepting  his 
movements,  but  the  enemy,  learning  his  mistake,  had  fled  in  great 
haste  toward  Jonesborough.  On  the  11th  of  November,  Major-Geueral 
Slocum  having  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Left  Wing,  Army 
of  Georgia,  I  was  placed,  by  Special  Orders,  No.  1,  headquarters  Left 
Wing,  in  command  of  the  corps.  November  13,  a  brigade  from  each 
division  was  sent  to  destroy  the  railroad  between  Atlanta  and  the 
Chattahoochee  River,  which  was  reported  the  next  morning  as  effect- 
ually done.* 

I  am,  colonel,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commandiny. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Eobgees, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  24. 

Report  of  Col.  William  Cogsicell,  Second  Massachusetts  Infantry,  com- 
manding post  of  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Headquaktees  Second  Massachusetts  Infantry, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  26,  1864. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  while  stationed  at  the  post  of  Atlanta,  Ga. : 

Upon  the  occupation  of  that  city  by  the  Twentieth  Corps,  September 
2,  1864,  I  was  directed  by  Major-General  Slocum,  commanding  the 
cori>s,  to  encamp  my  regiment  in  the  city  and  assume  command  of  the 
post,  and  by  Special  Orders,  No.  74,  extract  4,  headquarters  Twentieth 
Corps,  September  5, 1864, 1  was  detailed  to  the  same  command,  and  the 
Second  Massachusetts  Infantry,  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Penn- 

*  For  continuation  of  report,  rulatiug  to  the  Savannah  canipaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV. 
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sylvania  Infantry,  and  the  Thirty-third  Massachusetts  Infantry  were 
ordered  to  report  to  me  for  dnty.  These  regiments  were  stationed  as  fol- 
lows :  The  Second  Massachusetts  Infantry,  Capt.  R.  B.  Brown  command- 
ing, at  the  City  Hall  Park;  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M.  Walker  commanding,  at  the  City  Park ; 
and  the  Thirty-third  Massachusetts  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Rider  (afterward  Lieutenant-Colonel  Doane)  commanding,  on  McDon- 
ougli  street,  near  the  City  Hall.  The  duties  of  this  command  were  to 
protect  and  guard  all  public  and  private  property  in  the  city,  and  to 
patrol  the  streets  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  order  and  arresting 
all  offenders  and  unauthorized  persons  in  the  city.  Lieut.  Col.  C.  F. 
Morse,  Second  Massachusetts  Infantry,  was  detailed  as  provost-mar- 
shal of  the  post;  Capt.  James  M.  Wells,  One  hundred  and  eleventh 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  as  commandant  of  convalescent  and  receiving 
camp;  Lieut.  John  A.  Fox,  Second  Massachusetts  Infantry,  as  post 
adjiitant,  and  Lieut.  Peter  Sears,  Thirty-third  Massachusetts  Infantry, 
as  street  commissioner.  The  duties  of  the  post  provost-marshal  were 
to  regulate  the  city  patrol,  to  take  charge  of  all  prisoners,  the  general 
charge  of  all  citizens,  and  to  seize  all  cotton  and  tobacco,  as  well  as 
many  other  minor  duties ;  while  those  of  Captain  Wells  were  to  receive 
all  enlisted  men  that  might  come  or  be  sent  to  him;  to  provide  them 
with  rations,  recording  their  names,  companies,  regiments  and  corps, 
and  to  promptly  forward  them  to  their  proper  commands,  as  well  as  to 
receive  and  properly  care  for  all  escaped  prisoners  of  war.  The  duties 
of  the  post  adjutant,  in  addition  to  the  regular  duties  of  his  department, 
were  those  of  keeping  records  of  all  the  different  detachments  of  the 
army  in  the  city,  examining  all  leaves  of  absence  and  furloughs,  and  giv- 
ing orders  for  transportation  or  passes  upon  the  same,  and  giving  orders 
for  meals  on  the  Soldiers'  Home,  and  many  other  new  and  varied  duties. 
The  street  commissioner  was  charged  with  the  cleanliness  of  the  city 
proper,  as  well  as  the  burying  of  dead  animals  that  negligent  quarter- 
masters and  other  parties  had  left  to  decay  all  about  the  town.  In 
addition  to  these  departments  was  that  of  the  Soldiers'  Home,  conducted 
by  Captain  Stuart,  commissary  of  subsistence,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  which 
place  famished  lodgings  and  meals  to  sick,  traveling,  and  worthy 
offlcers  and  enlisted  men  who  had  not  been  and  could  not  be  otherwise 
subsisted.  Captain  Stuart  was  furnished  his  subsistence  stores  direct 
from  the  chief  commissary  of  subsistence.  Military  Division  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, but  all  orders  for  meals  and  lodging  came  from  post  headquar- 
ters. About  600  bales  of  cotton  and  about  500  pounds  of  tobacco  were 
seized.  The  cotton  was  turned  OA^er  to  Captain  Hade,  assistant  quar- 
termaster, U.  S.  Volunteers,  by  order  of  the  chief  quartermaster.  Mili- 
tary Division  of  the  Mississippi.  As  a  great  quantity  of  this  cotton 
was  in  bulk  no  regular  invoices  were  given  or  receipts  taken  by  the 
provost-marshal,  but  whenever  it  was  found  it  was  guarded,  and  Cap- 
tain Hade  took  it  as  it  was.  The  tobacco  was  turned  over  to  Captain 
Blair,  commissary  of  subsistence,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  and  receipted 
for.  A  great  deal  of  tobacco,  by  the  permission  of  General  Sherman, 
was  allowed  to  be  retained  by  the  parties  having  it,  while  some  consid- 
erable tobacco  confiscated  from  persons  vending  it  on  the  street  without 
authority  was  issued  to  the  troops  composing  the  post  command.  Some 
4,000  arrests  for  graver  or  minor  offenses  were  made,  and  a  sutler's 
stock  of  goods  smuggled  into  the  city  of  the  retail  value  of  about 
$8,000  was  confiscated  and  sold  at  public  sale  at  prices  fixed  by  a  board 
of  survey,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  $1,740,  were  turned  over  to 
Capt.  John  Stewart,  depot  quartermaster  at  Atlanta,  and  receipts  taken 
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for  tlie  same  by  tlie  ])ost  provost-inarslial.  (Japtaiii  Wells  received 
about  6,000  enlisted  iiiei),  cousistins'  of  convalescent  soldiers,  recruits, 
returned  soldiers  from  furlough  and  detached  duty,  and  shirks.  All  of 
these  men  were  forwarded  to  their  proper  commands  with  a  dispatch 
and  system  unparalleled  in  my  experience,  and  receipts  obtained  for 
them.  Lieutenant  Sears  Avas  enffaged  seven  hours  each  day  (Sunday 
excepted)  with  all  the  prisoners  of  the  provost  guard  in  sweeping 
the  streets,  carrying  off  the  fllth,  and  burying  all  dead  and  decaying 
matter  within  the  limits  of  the  fortifications.  The  Soldiers'  Home  fur- 
nished meals  from  over  10,000  rations.  After  the  army  moved  north- 
ward in  pursuit  of  Hood,  about  the  1st  of  October,  detachments  of 
the  different  army  corps  left  behind  Avith  baggage,  &c..,  Avere  reported 
to  the  post  commander,  pursuant  to  orders  from  Major-General  Slocum, 
to  the  number  of  12,700  men,  the  different  detachments  commanded  by 
persons  of  the  different  grades  from  that  of  colonel  to  that  of  corporal. 
All  business  on  Sunday  was  stopped  in  the  city;  all  stores  and  public 
buildings  closed. 

When  the  city  of  Atlanta  was  about  to  be  evacuated  and  the  Army 
of  Georgia  about  to  commence  the  "campaign  of  Savannah,"  and  all 
railroad  tracks  and  buildings,  all  AA^arehouses  and  public  buildings 
that  would  hereafter  be  of  any  military  use  to  the  enemy  were  to  be 
destroyed,  under  the  direction  of  Capt.  O.  M.  Poe,  chief  engineer  Mili- 
tary Division  of  the  Mississippi,  the  duties  of  the  post  command  were 
to  protect  from  accidental  or  wanton  fire  and  destruction  all  buildings 
not  designated  to  be  destroyed.    This  called  for  the  entire  and  united 
efforts  of  the  whole  command  during  the  days  and  nights  of  the  13th, 
14th,  15th,  and  part  of  the  16th  of  November,  1864;  and  considering  so 
great  a  number  of  buildings  were  destroyed,  and  very  many  by  fire,  in 
the  compact  part  of  the  city,  at  a  time  when  many  stragglers  Avere 
passing  through  the  town,  and  when  the  excitement  of  so  great  a  con- 
flagration was  almost  overpowering,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  all 
the  offlcers  and  men  of  that  command  deserve  great  praise  for  the 
prompt  and  energetic  and  successful  performance  of  this  new,  difficult, 
and  fatiguing  duty.    On  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  November  I  received 
an  order  from  Major-General  Slocum,  commanding  Left  Wing,  Army  of 
Georgia,  to  remain  in  the  city  with  my  command  until  all  the  troops 
had  passed,  and  then  join  the  rear  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  Bvt.^Maj. 
Gen.  J.  C.  Davis  commanding,  wliich  I  did  at  5  p.  m.  November  16, 
1864,  remaining  Avith  that  corps  and  marching  in  its  rear  until  the 
afternoon  of  the  21st  of  November  at  5  o'clock,  Avhen  at  Eatonton  Mills, 
Ga.,  I  left  it  and  joined  the  Twentieth  Corps  at  Milledgeville,  Ga.,  at 
11  a.  m.  November  23,  and  then,  pursuant  to  orders  from  Brig.  Gen. 
A.  S.  Williams,  commanding  Twentieth  Corps,  I  directed  the  differ- 
ent regiments  of  my  command  to  report  to  their  respective  brigades, 
and  assuming  command  of  my  own  regiment  (Second  Massachusetts 
Infantry)  reported  to  my  own  brigade.  Col.  E.  A.  Carman  commanding. 
In  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  different  regiments  of  the  command,  as  well  as  of  the 
different  departments  of  the  post,  for  their  earnest  and  efficient  co-oper- 
ation in  the  performance  of  the  new,  various,  and  arduous  duties  of  the 
post  of  Atlanta. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WM.  COGSWELL, 
Colonel  Second  Massaclmsetts  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Generals  Twentieth  Army  Corps. 
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No.  25. 

Report  of  Col.  James  L.  Selfridge,  Forty-sixth  Fenmi/lmvia  Infantry, 
commanding  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps. 

Hdqbs.  First  Brig.,  First  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps, 

Satiannah,  6a.,  J)ecember  26, 18G4. 

Lieutenant:  I  liave  tlic  liouor  to  snbiuit  the  following  re])()rt  of 
operations  of  this  brisade  from  tlic  occupation  of  Athmta  until  the 
capture  of  Savannah,  Ga. : 

Inunediately  after  the  troops  of  this  brigade  entered  Atlanta,  they 
■were  encamped  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city,  close  by  the  earth- works 
fonnerly  occupied  by  the  enemy.  Nothing  of  importance  occurred  in 
the  command  up  to  September  11,  at  which  time  the  troops  were 
moved  to  the  northwestern  portion  of  the  town,  where  they  were  en- 
ca.m])ed  upon  a  ridge  which  commanded  the  country  in  our  immediate 
front,  giving  us  an  admirable  position  in  case  of  attack.  Here  most 
excellent  quarters  were  erected  by  the  men,  and  the  camps  of  the  sev- 
eral regiments  were  paragons  of  neatness  and  regularity,  reflecting  much 
credit  upou  both  officers  and  men.  On  September  22  General  Joseph 
F.  Knipe,  then  commanding  the  brigade,  started  for  Memphis,  Teun., 
having  been  ordered  to  report  there  by  an  order  from  General  Sher- 
man, to  assume  the  duties  of  chief  of  cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee; Col.  Warren  W.  Packer,  Fifth  Connecticut  Veteran  Volunteers, 
being  senior  in  rank,  assumed  command  of  the  brigade  on  the  morning 
of  September  22.  On  September  28  the  One  hundred  and  forty-first 
Regiment  New  York  Volunteers  was  detailed  to  re])ort  to  Colonel  Crane, 
One  hundred  and  seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  for  duty  in  the  city, 
iu  accordance  witli  orders  from  division  headquarters,  where  they  re- 
mained doing  guard  duty  until  the  loth  of  November,  when  they  again 
joined  the  brigade.  On  October  20  Col.  Warren  W.  Packer,  command- 
ing this  brigade,  was  mustered  out  of  the  U.  S.  service,  his  term  having 
exi)ired,  and  was  succeeded  in  command  by  the  undersigned  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day.  On  the  morning  of  October  21,  pursuant  to 
orders  from  division  headquarters,  this  brigade,  in  company  with  one 
from  each  of  the  divisions  of  the  corps,  started  at  6  a.  m.  on  a  foraging 
expedition,  which  Avas  under  connnand  of  Colonel  Dustin,  of  the  One 
hundred  and  fifth  Illinois  Volunteers,  commanding  Third  Division  of 
this  corps.  We  moved  to  Decatur,  and  from  there  to  Latimar's,  where 
we  encamped  for  the  night.  On  the  22d  and  23d  we  wciq  busily  en- 
gaged loading  our  Avagons  with  fodder,  corn,  and  provisions  of  all 
kinds.  The  troops  subsisted  almost  entirely  ux)on  the  country,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  loading  all  the  wagons  with  supplies  as  mentioned  above. 
We  started  from  Latimar's  on  our  return  at  1  p.  m.  on  the  23d,  and 
encamped  for  the  night  about  two  miles  from  Decatur.  At  11  a.  m.  on 
the  24tli  this  brigade  moved  from  its  encampment,  having  the  rear  of 
the  train  to  protect,  and  reached  Atlanta  at  3  }>.  m.  Wo  were  very 
nuich  favored  in  regaid  to  weather,  and  the  expedition  was  a  comjjlete 
success.  Pursuant  to  orders  from  division  headquarters,  this  brigade 
started  for  Decatur  on  the  morning  of  October  29,  at  6  o'clock,  for  the 
purpose  of  rendering  assistance  to  a  foraging  exjiedition  sent  out  a  few 
days  previous  under  charge  of  General  John  W.  Geary,  in  case  he  was 
attacked  by  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who  were  re]>orte(t  hfivcring  about 
his  A^icinity.  1  arrived  at  Decatur  with  my  brigade  at  0  a.  m.,  and  met 
the  head  of  General  Geary's  train  about  10  a.  m.  on  their  return  to  At- 
lanta.   I  remained  in  Decatur  until  the  last  of  General  Geary's  traiu 
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had  passed,  when  I  brought  up  the  rear  with  my  brigade,  and  reached 
Atlanta  by  7  p.  ui.  On  the  afternoon  of  November  5,  pursuant  to 
orders  from  division  headquarters,  I  moved  my  brigade  from  the  city 
of  Atlanta  onto  the  McDonough  road,  in  comi^any  with  the  other 
brigades  of  this  division,  and  encamped  about  two  miles  from  the  city. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day  I  was  ordered  to  return  to 
Atlanta,  which  I  did,  occupying  my  old  camping-ground.  Early  on 
the  morning  of  November  9  the  pickets  of  the  cordis  were  attacked  by 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  my  brigade  Avas  ordered  to  the  breast-works 
on  the  Marietta  road,  as  a  sui)i»ort  to  the  Second  Brigade  of  this  divis- 
ion, which  had  gone  out  on  a  reconnaissance.  While  here  one  of  my 
staff  officers,  who  li ad  permission  to  go  beyond  our  works,  captui-ed  2  ot 
the  enemy's  cavalrymen  in  a  house  about  half  a  mile  from  the  city. 
They  were  turned  over  to  the  provost-marshal  of  this  division.  My  bri- 
gade remained  at  the  l)reast-works  until  after  dark,  when  I  was  ordered 
to  return  to  camp.  From  the  9th  to  the  15th  of  November  nothing  of 
importance  occurred. 

The  foraging  expeditions  while  at  Atlanta  yielded  to  my  brigade 
30,000  pounds  of  corn  and  55,230  pounds  of  fodder,  besides  large  quan- 
tities of  provisions  which  were  captured  by  the  men  and  no  record  kept 
of  the  amount.  Sixty-six  negroes  came  into  our  lines  at  Atlanta  on  the 
picket-line  of  my  brigade,  some  of  whom  were  sent  to  the  quartermaster, 
while  others  were  retained  as  officers'  servants.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JAS.  L.  SELFKIDGE, 
Colonel  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Vet.  Volis.,  Gonidg.  First  Brig. 

Lieut.  George  Kobinson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  26. 
Report  of  Maj.  Patrick  Griffith,  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

HdqBS.  FoitTY-SIXTH  EeGT.  VeTEEAN   VOLUNTEERS, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  26, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  my  regiment  since  the  occupation  of  Atlanta: 

September  2,  marched  from  the  south  bank  of  the  Chattahoochee 
Eiver  through  the  city  of  Atlanta,  and  camped  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Decatur  road  at  the  rebel  works.  September  12,  moved  camp  to  the 
north  side  of  the  city.  September  17,  division  reviewed  by  General 
Wdhams.  September  19,  division  reviewed  by  General  Slocum.  Octo- 
ber 20,  Col.  James  L.  Selfridge  took  command  of  the  First  Brigade. 
October  21,  moved  out  the  Uecatur  road  on  a  foraging  expedition 
under  command  of  Colonel  [Dustin].  October  23,  Colonel  Carman  came 
out  with  Second  Brigade  to  support  us  and  took  command.  Arrived 
m  camp  October  26  at  4  p.  m.  Brought  in  some  800  wagons  loaded 
with  corn.  October  28, 1864,  moved  out  to  Decatur  to  support  a  forage 
party;  returned  the  same  night.  November  5,  moved  out  the  McDon- 
ough  road  three  miles;  cam])ed  for  the  night.     Some  little  picket- 
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fliiug  took  place  during  the  night.  Eeturned  to  our  old  camp  on  the 
6th.  November  11,  an  election  was  held  in  the  regiment;  243  votes 
were  polled  for  A.  Lincoln  and  131  for  General  McClellan.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  GRIFFITH, 
Major,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Capt.  D.  W.  Palmer, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Brigade. 


No.  27. 


Report  of  Col.  Ezra  A.  Carman,  Thirteenth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  com- 
manditig  Second  Brigade. 

Hdqks.  Second  Bkig.,  First  Div.,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Oa.,  December  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Twentieth  Oorp.s,  Left 
Wing,  Army  of  Georgia,  in  the  campaign  from  Atlanta,  Ga.,  to  Savan- 
nah: 

On  the  2d  day  of  September,  1864,  by  orders  from  Brigadier-General 
Williams,  commanding  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps,  a  reconnais- 
sance was  sent  out  from  our  camp  near  Turner's  Ferry,  on  tije  Chatta- 
hoochee, to  Atlanta,  under  command  of  Col.  N.  M.  Crane,  One  hun- 
dred and  seventh  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry.  They  entered  the 
city  without  opposition,  the  enemy  having  evacuated  during  the 
previous  night.  The  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Second  Massatihusetts 
Volunteer  Infantry,  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  Thirteenth 
New  Jersey  Volunteer  Infantry,  Twenty-seventh  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry,  One  hundred  and  seventh  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
One  hundred  and  fiftieth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  soon  followed 
and  took  position  in  the  abandoned  rebel  breast- works  on  the  north- 
east side  of  the  city,  the  right  upon  the  Decatur  road.  By  order  of 
Major-General  Slocum,  the  Second  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry 
was  detached  as  jirovost  guard  of  the  city,  and  Col.  William  Cogswell, 
commanding,  made  post  commander.  September  5,  by  orders  from 
headquarters  Twentieth  Corps,  the  One  hundred  and  seventh  New 
York  Volunteer  Infantry,  Col.  N.  M.  Crane,  was  ordered  to  report  to 
Col.  A.  Beckwith,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence.  Military  Division 
of  the  Mississippi,  for  duty  in  the  city.  The  two  regiments  above 
named  remained  on  such  duty  during  the  occupation  of  Atlanta.  Oc- 
tober 4,  the  brigade  moved  over  to  the  north  side  of  the  city,  and  took 
position  in  the  rebel  earth-works  from  the  Marietta  road  to  the  Sand- 
town  road.  October  11,  accompanied  a  forage  expedition,  under  com- 
mand of  Brigadier-General  Geaiy,  in  conjunction  with  a  brigade  from 
Second  Division.  Marched  to  Flat  Shoals,  eighteen  miles  from  Atlanta, 
loaded  500  wagons,  principally  with  corn  and  oats,  and  returned  to  the 
city  October  14.  October  22,  ordered  by  Major-General  Slocum,  com- 
manding Twentieth  Cori)S,  to  proceed  with  the  brigatle  and  re-enforce 
Colonel  Dustin,  of  the  Third  Division,  commanding  a  forage  train  of  800 
wagons,  guarded  by  three  brigades  and  two  batteries,  the  expedition 
being  threatened  by  the  enemy's  cavalry.    Moved  down  upon  the  right 
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flank  of  the  train  to  Flat  llock,  and  encamped  for  the  night.  October 
23,  marched  through  Litliouia  to  Latimar's,  finding  a  few  rebel  scouts 
and  dispersing  them.  Found  the  train  near  Latimar's  loaded  with  corn. 
I  assumed  command  of  the  expedition,  and  moved  to  Decatur,  camping 
there  for  the  night.  October  24,  moved  into  the  city  without  accident 
and  took  our  old  position.  November  5,  the  brigade,  with  the  Twentieth 
Corps,  moved  out  upon  McDonough  road  about  two  miles  and  a  half 
and  encamped  for  the  night.  November  G,  it  returned  to  old  camp  in 
Atlanta.  November  9,  a  brigade  of  rebel  cavalry,  with  a  light  battery, 
attacked  the  Second  Division,  on  my  left,  but  were  soon  repulsed.  The 
brigade  was  then  ordered  by  Brigadier-General  Williams,  commanding 
First  Division,  to  move  out  and  endeavor  to  overtake  them.  Moved 
doAvn  to  Turner's  Feny,  on  the  Chattahoochee  Eiver,  and  back  via 
Sandtowu  road,  not  finding  the  enemy.  November  13,  the  brigade 
moved  out  on  the  Chattanooga  railroad,  midway  between  Atlanta  and 
the  Chattahoochee  Eiver,  and  destroyed  three  miles  and  a  half  of  track 
by  burning  ties  and  bending  the  rails.* 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  CARMAN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
Lieut.  Geokge  Eobinscn, 

Acting  Assistant  AdjutanP  General. 


No.  28. 

Report  of  Maj.  Frederick  H.  Harris,  Thirteenth  New  Jersey  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Thirteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  circular  from  brigade  headquarters  of  De- 
cember 23,  and  accompanying  instructions  from  division  headquarters, 
I  have  the  honor  of  making  the  following  report  of  operations  of  the 
Thirteenth  Eegiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  from  the  occupation  of 
Atlanta  to  the  present  date: 

September  2,  entered  Atlanta  at  8  p.  m.  and  went  into  the  enemy's 
works  on  the  east  of  the  city,  to  the  left  of  and  near  the  Georgia  rail- 
road. October  5,  regiment  moved  about  two  miles  to  the  left  of  the 
Atlantic  and  Western  Eailroad  and  encamped  near  the  large  fort  on  the 
Marietta  road.  October  9,  moA'ed  about  two  miles  farther  to  the  left 
and  encamped  near  the  Saudtown  road.  October  11,  marched  ofi"  on 
Decatur  road  in  a  southeasterly  direction,  afterward  struck  off  to  right 
on  road  to  Flat  Eock;  halted  at  8  p.  m.  near  South  Eiver,  a  distance  of 
fifteen  miles.  October  12,  crossed  South  Eiver  at  Clark's  Mill,  Flat 
Eock,  De  Kalb  County,  marching  southeasterly  five  miles  to  border  of 
Henry  County,  where  the  regiment  assisted  quartermasters  in  gather- 
ing corn,  loading  the  wagons,  and  guarded  the  train  during  day, 
and  returned  with  them  to  encampment  of  night  previous,  recross- 
ing  South  Eiver.  October  13,  crossed  South  Eiver  again  after  forage, 
loaded  and  guarded  train,  and  after  sunset  marched  ten  miles  on  road 
to  Atlanta,  and  encamped  at  3  a.  m.  of  next  morning.  October  14, 
marched  five  miles  to  camp  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  October  22,  marched 
fifteen    miles  to  near  South   Eiver  to  re-enforce   forage    expeditio-a 

*  For  continuation  of  rejiort,  relating  to  the  Savannah  campaign,  sec  Vol.  XLIV, 
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against  a  threatened  attack.  October  23,  marched  twenty-seven  miles 
along  South  Eiver  in  a  northerly  and  westerly  direction,  encamping 
for  night  one  mile  and  a  half  southeast  of  Decatur.  October  24, 
marched  eight  miles  and  a  half  to  Atlanta,  passing  through  Decatur. 
November  5,  marched  three  miles  on  the  McDonough  road  in  a  south- 
easterly direction  and  encamped  for  the  night.  November  6,  returned 
to  Atlanta.  November  9,  awakened  at  daylight  by  discharges  of  artil- 
lery on  our  left  in  front  of  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 
which  continued  and  increased,  with  some  musketry,  until  9  a.  m.; 
regiment  formed  line,  throwing  out  four  companies  to  our  left  to  cover 
a  road  between  us  and  right  of  the  Second  Division.  Third  Wisconsin 
Volunteers  came  up  to  cover  our  right.  About  9  a.  m.  firing  ceased, 
said  to  have  been  caused  by  an  attack  of  some  1,000  dismounted  cav- 
alry; at  10  a.  m.  received  orders  to  report  at  once  on  Marietta  road  in 
light  marching  order.  On  assembling,  with  balance  of  brigade,  marched 
off  in  a  westerly  direction,  accompanied  with  a  battery  of  artillery  and 
regiment  of  cavalry,  with  a  view  of  discovering  and  capturing  the 
attacking  party  of  the  morning.  Proceeded  six  miles  to  near  Turner's 
Ferry,  Chattahoochee  Eiver,  when  faced  about  and  returned  on  Sand- 
town  road  to  city.  November  13,  regiment  engaged  in  tearing  up  and 
burning  railroad  between  city  of  Atlanta  and  Chattahoochee  Eiver; 
tore  up  and  destroyed  half  a  mile.* 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED,  H.  HAEEIS, 
Major,  Commanding  Thirteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 

Capt.  J.  E.  Lindsay, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  3d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps. 


No.  29. 


Report  of  Maj.  Alfred  B.  Smith,  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  New  York 

Infantry. 

Headquarters  150th  New  York  Volunteers, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  circulars  from  brigade  and  division  head- 
quarters, dated  December  23, 1864, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

September  2,  on  this  day  Atlanta  was  occupied  by  our  forces.  The 
One  hundred  and  fiftieth  Eegiment  was  placed  in  the  rebel  defenses 
of  the  city,  near  the  Decatur  road.  September  3,  quarters  erected  by 
the  men.  September  4  to  10,  remained  in  same  position.  September 
11,  moved  camp  300  yards  to  the  rear  and  erected  comfortable,  neat, 
and  uniform  quarters.  September  12  to  17,  inclusive,  remained  in  same 
camp,  having  drills,  roll-calls,  guard-mount,  and  dress-parade  daily. 
September  18,  this  regiment  paraded  for  review  with  the  division,  but 
the  review  was  prevented  by  rain.  September  19,  raised  a  flag  pole 
and  run  up  our  garrison  flag.  September  20,  the  regiment  took  part  in 
the  review  of  the  division  by  Major-General  Slocum.  September  21  to 
October  3,  the  regiment  remained  in  the  same  camp. 

October  4,  moved  at  6  p.  m.  into  the  rebel  defenses  of  the  city  of 
Atlanta  on  the  Marietta  road,  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  Eegiment 

'  For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  the  Savannah  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
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on  the  right  of  the  brigade.  Very  large  details  of  from  80  to  100  men 
from  the  regiment  worked  daily  on  the  interior  line  of  defenses  of  the 
city.  October  0  to  10,  inclusive,  remained  in  same  position.  October 
11,  marched  at  5  a.  m.  on  a  foraging  expedition  to  Flat  Rock,  a  distance  of 
sixteen  miles.  October  12,  crossed  the  Flat  Kock  Shoals,  turned  to  the 
right  four  miles,  and  helped  load  200  wagons  with  corn.  October  13 
and  14,  filled  balance  of  wagons,  125  in  number,  and  returned  with 
the  train  of  500  loaded  wagons  to  within  six  miles  of  Atlanta,  where  we 
halted  at  4  a.  m.  of  the  14th;  continued  the  march  at  11.30  a.  m.,  and 
arrived  in  Atlanta  at  2  p.  m.  October  15  to  21,  inclusive,  remained  in 
the  same  camp.  October  22,  marched  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade 
at  4  p.  m.  on  road  to  Flat  Eock  Shoals  to  cover  the  return  of  a  foraging 
train  of  800  Avagons  threatened  by  rebel  cavalry;  went  in  light  march- 
ing order  and  arrived  at  Flat  Eock  Shoals  at  11  p.  m.,  having  marched 
eighteen  miles.  October  23,  marched  at  6  a.  m.  on  road  to  Lithonia, 
thence  to  Decatur,  covering  the  left  flank  of  the  train,  having  marched 
twenty-four  miles.  October  24,  returned  to  our  old  camp  in  Atlanta  on 
Marietta  road,  a  distance  of  eight  miles.  October  25  to  November  4, 
inclusive,  remained  in  same  camp. 

November  5,  marched  at  3  p.  m.  on  McDonough  road  three  miles  and 
halted  for  the  night.  November  6,  at  12  m.  marched  back  to  original 
position.  November  7  and  8,  remained  in  same  camp.  November 
9,  marched  at  10  a.  m.  on  a  reconnaissance  to  Turner's  Ferry  on  the 
Chattahoochee  Eiver,  thence  across  to  Sandtown  road,  and  back  to  the 
city  at  7  p.  m.,  having  marched  about  twenty  miles.  November  10, 
11,  and  12,  remained  in  same  camp.  November  13,  marched  at  2  p.  m. 
about  three  miles  toward  Ihe  river,  on  the  railroad,  tore  up  one  mile 
of  railroad,  burning  the  ties  and  bending  the  rails,  and  returned  to 
old  camp  at  9  p.  m.    November  14,  remained  in  same  camp.* 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  SMITH, 
Major,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Capt.  J.  E.  Lindsay, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  30. 
Report  of  Col.  William  Hawley,  Third  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Third  Wisconsin  Veteran  Volunteer  Infty., 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  25. 1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  the  report  of 
the  operations  of  this  regiment  from  the  occupation  of  Atlanta,  Ga., 
September  2, 1864,  to  the  present  date : 

On  the  day  of  the  occupation  of  Atlanta  my  regiment  went  into  camp 
with  the  brigade  on  the  east  side  of  the  city  near  the  Aug-usta  railroad. 
It  occupied  this  position  until  October  17,  when  it  marched  on  an  expe- 
dition for  forage  with  a  body  of  troops  under  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Geary.  The  regiment  was  absent  four  days  on  this  expedition 
and  marched  in  all  fifty  miles.  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  the 
amount  of  supplies  obtained.  On  returning  to  the  city  the  regiment 
went  into  camp  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  city  near  the  Chattanooga 
railroad.    While  there  the  time  was  mainly  occupied  in  picket  duty, 

*  For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  the  Savannah  campaign,  see  VoL  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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drill,  &c.  On  the  22d  of  October  it  went  on  another  foraging  expedi- 
tion, under  command  of  Ool.  E.  A.  Carman,  which  lasted  three  days. 
The  distance  marched  was  foity-four  miles.  The  amount  of  suijplies 
obtained  was  unknown  to  me.  On  returning  the  regiment  went  into 
its  old  camp.  November  2,  the  regiment  marched  with  the  Thirteenth 
New  Jersey,  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  New  York,  and  Twenty-seventh 
Indiana,  of  the  same  brigade,  with  one  section  of  artillery  and  a  small 
body  of  cavalry,  all  the  force  being  under  the  command  of  Col.  E.  A. 
Carman,  on  a  reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of  the  Chattahoochee 
Kiver.  We  returned  the  same  day  without  meeting  with  either  enemy 
or  casualty.  The  whole  distance  marched  was  fifteen  miles.  Novem- 
ber 13,  the  regiment  moved  in  the  direction  of  Chattahoochee  bridge, 
flvft  mUes,  and  assisted  in  the  destruction  of  railroad  from  that  point  to 
Atlanta.  Distance  marched,  ten  miles.  Amount  of  road  destroyed 
not  known.* 

Eespectftdly  submitted. 

WILLIAM  HAWLEY, 
Colonel  Third  Regiment  Wiscotisin  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Capt.  J.  E.  Lindsay, 

Actg,  Asst,  Adjt.  Gen.,  3d  Brig.,  1st  Biv.,  20th  Army  Corps. 


No.  31. 


Report  of  Col.  James  8.  Robinson,  Eighty-second  Ohio  Infantry,  com- 
manding Third  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Savannah,  Oa.,  Becember  28, 1864. 

LlETTTBNANT:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  reix)rt  of  the 
services  and  operations  of  this  brigade  from  the  occupation  of  the  city 
of  Atlanta  down  to  the  capture  and  occupation  of  Savannah : 

On  the  6th  of  September  the  entire  brigade  was  encamped  near  At- 
lanta, Ga.,  having  marched  to  that  place  from  Montgomery's  Ferry,  on 
the  Chattahoochee  Eiver,  on  the  day  previous.  At  this  time  and  up 
to  the  27th,  at  which  date  I  rejoined  the  brigade  from  sick  leave,  it  was 
commanded  by  Col.  Horace  Boughton,  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
third  New  York  Volunteers.  From  this  ofQcer  I  have  received  no  re- 
port, and  shall,  therefore,  limit  myself  to  the  time  of  actual  command. 
On  the  28th,  lay  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams,  commanding 
division,  I  formally  resumed  command  of  the  brigade.  I  found  the 
troops  at  this  time  in  good  health,  with  tidy,  well-policed  camps,  and 
well  supplied  with  clothing,  arms,  and  food.  Daily  drills  in  company 
and  battalion  tactics  had  been  established,  under  which  exercise  the 
troops  seemed  to  be  rapidly  improving  in  discipline  and  efficiency. 

On  the  4th  of  October  the  Twentieth  Corps  having  been  charged 
with  the  sole  occupation  and  defense  of  Atlanta,  a  new  chain  of  defenses 
around  the  city  was  commenced.  A  detail  of  7  offtcers  and  350  men  to 
work  upon  these  fortifications  was  now  required  from  and  daily  fur- 
nished by  my  brigade.  This  work  was  continued,  with  but  little  inter- 
ruption, on  the  part  of  my  command  down  to  the  15th.  On  that  date 
the  brigade  was  designated  to  accompany  a  foraging  expedition  con- 
sisting of  three  brigades  of  infantry,  a  division  of  cavalry,  a  battery  of 

*  For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  the  Savannah  campaign,  see  Vol.  XUV, 
Parti, 
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artillery,  and  733  wagons  sent  out  on  the  following  day  and  to  the 
command  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  be  appointed.  The  infantry,  the 
Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
and  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division ;  the  artillery.  Captain  Sloan's 
battery,  and  the  train  under  charge  of  Capt.  E.  P.  Graves,  assistant 
quartermaster,  rendezvoused  on  the  Decatur  road  at  6  a.  m.  The  ex- 
I)edition  marched  at  6.30  a.  m.  and  was  joined  at  1  p.  ni.  by  Colonel 
Garrard's  division  of  (iavalry  at  Avery's  Cross-Roads.  The  head  of  the 
column  encamped  at  Flat  Shoals  at  7  p.  m.,  and  by  10  p.  m.  was  joined 
by  all  the  troops  and  trains.  On  the  17th,  leaving  the  Third  Brigade 
of  the  First  Division  and  two  sections  of  artillery  in  charge  of  about  400 
wagons  at  Flat  Shoals,  I  took  the  remainder  of  the  troops  and  wagons 
and  marched  down  the  left  bank  of  the  South  River  in  quest  of  forage. 
Though  the  country  was  poor  and  unproductive,  I  succeeded  in  loading 
most  of  the  train  by  night-fall.  On  the  following  day,  the  18th,  leaving 
the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  and  two  sections  of  artillery  at 
Flat  Shoals  in  charge  of  the  loaded  wagons,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  troops  and  wagons  I  crossed  South  River.  Here  I  found  a  country 
more  fertile  than  that  foraged  the  day  previous,  and  succeeded  without 
dififtculty  in  obtaining  enough  corn  to  load  the  entire  train.  A  slight 
resistance  offered  by  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  easily  overcome  without 
loss.  The  expedition  at  night-fall  rejoined  in  safety  the  detachment 
left  at  Flat  Shoals,  and  on  the  next  day,  the  19th,  returned  to  Atlanta. 
The  quantity  of  corn  brought  in  amounted  to  about  11,000  bushels. 
The  troops  obtained  besides  this  a  considerable  quantity  of  fresh  beef, 
fresh  pork,  poultry,  sweet  potatoes,  and  other  species  of  provisions. 
The  immediate  command  of  my  brigade  during  this  expedition  was 
intrusted  to  Lieut.  Col.  E.  S.  Salomon,  of  the  Eighty-second  Illinois 
Volunteers,  who  was  the  senior  officer  present.  I  take  pleasure  in 
acknowledging  the  efficiency  and  zeal  with  which  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Salomon  discharged  the  duty  thus  devolving  upon  him.  On 
the  21st  the  work  on  the  fortifications  was  resumed  by  my  brigade, 
which  furnished  a  detail  of  200  men  for  that  purpose.  On  the  24th 
this  detail  was  reduced  to  100  men.  On  the  25th  I  received  an 
order  to  join  with  my  brigade  a  foraging  expedition  to  be  sent  out  on 
the  following  day  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Geary. 
According  to  directions,  my  command  reported  to  General  Geary  on  the 
Decatur  road  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  26th,  and  was  assigned,  in  connection 
with  a  battery  of  artillery,  to  the  duty  of  covering  the  rear  of  the 
column.  Passing  through  Decatur  at  11  a.  m.  my  command  reached 
Stone  Mountain  at  9.30  p.  m.  Early  on  the  27th,  by  General  Geary's  di- 
rection, I  sent  out  two  regiments,  the  One  hundred  and  first  Illinois  and 
Eighty-second  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteers,  to  assist  in  loading  wagons 
with  corn.  They  returned  to  camp  at  6.30  p.  m.,  having  succeeded,  in 
spite  of  the  very  inclement  weather  and  prowling  detachments  of  hos- 
tile cavalry,  in  loading  196  wagons.  On  the  28th,  by  direction  of  Gen- 
eral Geary,  I  proceeded  with  my  brigade,  a  section  of  artillery,  a  bat- 
talion of  cavalry,  and  about  300  wagons,  across  Yellow  River  in  the  di- 
rection of  Lawrenceville.  I  found  here  a  productive  country  and  had 
no  difficulty  in  loading  the  entire  train.  My  command  returned  toward 
Berkshire  at  3  p.  m.,  crossing  Yellow  River  upon  a  bridge  which,  though 
partly  burned  by  the  enemy  the  day  previous,  was  nevertheless  easily 
rendered  passable  for  the  train.  The  column  reached  Berkshire  at  sun- 
down and  pushed  forward,  following  the  remainder  of  the  exjjedition, 
which  had  already  preceded  us  on  its  return  march.  Reached  Stone 
Mountain  at  10.30  p.  m.,  and  encamped  three  miles  beyond  Stone  Moun- 
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tain  Station  at  about  midnight.  On  the  following  day  my  brigade 
forined  the  vanguard  of  the  expedition  and  returned  without  accident 
to  it.s  encampment  at  Atlanta.  During  this  expedition  my  brigade  se- 
cured about  6,000  bushels  of  corn,  besides  the  usual  amount  of  provis- 
ions and  other  promiscuous  articles.  On  the  30th  orders  were  issued 
to  send  all  surplus  baggage  to  the  rear,  and  such  preparations  began  to 
be  made  as  clearly  indicated  the  approach  of  a  great  movement.  No 
further  work  was  done  on  the  fortifications,  and  all  attention  was  given 
to  putting  the  command  in  the  best  possible  condition  to  march. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  at  1  p.  m.,  I  received  an  unexpected  order 
to  move  my  brigade  immediately.  In  a  very  short  space  of  time  the 
column  was  moving  out  theMcDonough  road,  every  one  supposing  this 
to  be  the  initial  step  of  the  campaign,  but  the  sequel  proved  otherwise. 
Proceeding  about  three  miles  the  troops  bivouacked  lor  the  night,  and 
on  the  following  day  marched  back  to  their  camps  near  the  city.  The 
payment  of  my  command,  which  had  been  but  partially  completed,  was 
now  continued.  On  the  8th  the  Presidential  election  was  held  in  those 
regiments  entitled  by  law  to  vote.  On  the  9th,  at  daybreak,  a  violent 
cannonade  suddenly  broke  out  on  the  southeastern  side  of  the  city. 
The  cause  of  this  was  hardly  comprehended,  but  it  soon  became  appar- 
ent that  a  hostile  force,  either  great  or  small,  had  appeared  in  front  of 
our  works.  The  firing  soon  shifted  to  our  right,  in  front  of  General 
Geary's  division,  and  began  to  be  mingled  with  musketry;  my  brigade 
was  soon  afterward  ordered  to  move  to  the  support  of  General  Geary, 
whose  lines  were  reported  as  being  dangerously  threatened.  In  a  few 
minutes  my  column  was  in  motion  down  White  Hall  street,  the  troops 
keeping  step  to  the  martial  bands,  and  the  colors  floating  in  the  breeze. 
I  had  hardly  reached  the  suburbs  of  the  town,  however,  when  I  was  in- 
formed by  Major-General  Slocum,  that  the  enemy,  about in  num- 
ber, under  the  rebel  General  Iverson,  had  been  driven  off,  and  that  my 
brigade  would  not  be  needed,  and  might  return  to  its  camp.  I  there- 
upon countermarched  my  column  and  moved  it  back  to  its  old  position. 
Excepting  the  changes  incident  to  the  reorganization  of  the  army, 
no  further  event  of  importance  transpired  until  the  14th,  when  the 
final  marching  orders  were  received.* 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  EOBINSON, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  George  Eobinson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Division. 


No.  32. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Hezekiah  WatMns,  One  hundred  and  forty-third  New 

YorTc  Infantry. 

Headquarters  143d  Eegiment  N.  Y.  Vol.  Infantry, 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  26, 1864. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  oper- 
ations of  this  regiment  from  the  occupation  of  Atlanta  to  the  present 
time : 

After  the  possession  of  Atlanta  by  our  forces  the  regiment  went  into 
camp  on  the  east  side  of  the  city.    While  in  this  camp  company  and 

*  For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  the  Savannah  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
Parti. 
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battalion  drills  were  lield.  Estimates  forwarded  for  clothing,  equipage, 
and  stores,  to  furnish  the  command  for  the  "  tine  winter  campaign,"  as 
ordered.  The  regiment  formed  a  portion  of  a  foraging  expedition  sent 
out  under  command  of  Colonel  Kobinson,  September  [October]  20  [16]. 
The  regiment  loaded  twenty-eight  wagons  with  corn,  when  the  expe- 
dition returned  to  camp.  Again,  October  20,  it  formed  a  part  of  a  for- 
aging expedition  sent  out  under  charge  of  Brigadier-General  Geary,  the 
regiment  loading  sixty-tive  wagons  with  corn.* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•^       *  H.  WATKINS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  A.  B.  Lee, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  33. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  David  Thomson,  Eighty-second  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Eighty-second  Eegt.  Ohio  Vet.  Vol.  Infty., 

Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  27, 1864. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  circular  from  headquarters  First  Di- 
vision, Twentieth  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  various  foraging  expeditions 
sent  out  from  Atlanta,  and  also  in  the  recent  campaigii : 

The  Eighty-second  llegiment  formed  a  part  of  the  advance  force 
which  occupied  Atlanta  on  the  2d  day  of  September,  and  at  that  time 
was  temporarily  attached  to  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Knipe. 
The  First  Division,  of  which  the  Eighty-Second  Eegiment  formed  a 
part,  remained  encamped  in  Atlanta  from  the  time  of  its  occupation  by 
our  forces  until  the  15th  of  November.  The  enemy  having  interrupted 
our  line  of  communication  with  the  rear,  various  foraging  expeditions 
were  sent  out  south  of  Atlanta  for  tlie  purpose  of  procuring  forage  and 
provisions.  The  brigade  to  which  the  regiment  is  attached  was  sent 
out  on  two  of  these  expeditions,  the  first  exj)edition  under  command  of 
Colonel  Kobinson,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  and  the 
second  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Geary.  On  these  expedi- 
tions the  regiment  loaded  540  wagons  of  corn  and  provender;  in  addi- 
tion the  following  supplies :  50  bushels  potatoes,  25  head  of  hogs,  15 
head  of  sheep,  6  head  of  cattle,  and  20  gallons  of  molasses. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  November  the  enemy,  in  small 
force,  made  an  attack  on  our  picket-line  south  of  Atlanta.  The  Third 
Brigade  was  sent  to  the  attacked  point,  but  before  getting  into  posi- 
tion the  enemy  were  repulsed,  and  the  brigade  returned  to  its  encamp- 
ment.* 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully, 

D.  THOMSON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Regimetit. 

Capt.  A.  E.  Lee, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

'  For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  the  Savaniiali  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
PartL 
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No.  34. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Oeary,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Second 

Division. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Aemy  Cokps, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  15, 1864. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  concern- 
ing the  foraging  expedition  made  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  Major- 
General  Slocum,  dated  October  10,  1864 : 

At  the  hour  designated  for  starting,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  the 
following  troops  and  wagons  reported  to  me  on  Decatur  street :  Second 
Brigade,  First  Division,  consisting  of  1,086  men,  commanded  by  Col. 
E.  A.  Carman;  detachments  from  Second  and  Third  Brigades,  Second 
Division,  consisting  of  1,050  men,  commanded  by  Col.  H.  A.  Barnum; 
a  battery  of  four  4-inch  rifled  guns,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Sawdy, 
and  700  cavalry  under  command  of  Col.  Israel  Garrard ;  the  aggregate 
force  of  all  arms  being  2,900  men.  Wagons  as  follows,  under  charge  of 
Capt.  G.  L.  Parker,  assistant  quartermaster  Second  Division:  Head- 
quarters Department  of  the  Cumberland,  18 ;  headquarters  Twentieth 
Corps,  18 ;  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps,  83 ;  Second  Division,  Twen- 
tieth Corps,  110 ;  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Corps,  150 ;  cavalry  divis- 
ion, 30;  signal  corps  and  small  detachments,  11 ;  making  the  total  num- 
ber of  wagons  420,  which,  with  the  addition  of  20  ambulances  accompany- 
ing the  troops,  made  the  entire  train  consist  of  440  teams.  At  7  o'clock 
I  moved  out  on  the  Atlanta  and  Flat  Eock  road,  with  the  infantry,  ar- 
tillery, and  train,  preceded  by  a  detachment  of  cavalry,  the  main  force 
of  the  cavalry  moving  on  i>arallel  roads  upon  my  right  and  left.  The 
point  of  destination.  Flat  Eock,  was  reached  by  my  advance  at  6  p.m., 
the  march  being  unmarked  by  any  circumstances  of  especial  note. 
With  the  exception  of  several  small  scouting  parties,  which  fell  back 
before  my  advance,  no  enemy  was  seen.  The  troops  were  encamped 
and  the  wagons  parked  near  Barton's  house  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
South  Elver,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  house,  in  a  position  which  had 
previously  been  strengthened  by  rail  defenses.  From  this  position,  as 
a  depot  for  my  wagons,  my  subsequent  operations  were  made.  Early 
on  the  morning  of  the  12th  I  crossed  the  river  at  Flat  Eock  (termed  by 
the  inhabitants  Flat  Shoals)  and  moved  upon  the  Fayetteville  road  a 
distance  of  about  three  miles.  During  the  day  I  succeeded  in  loading 
about  300  wagons,  which  I  sent  under  strong  guard  to  the  depot  across 
the  river.  At  sunset,  with  the  remaining  wagons,  I  returned  to  the 
same  place.  About  noon  a  party  of  the  enemy  attacked  one  of  the 
cavalry  outposts  guarding  the  approaches  to  the  field  in  which  the  wagons 
were  loading.  This  attack  was  speedily  repulsed,  the  loss  to  us  being 
1  man  seriously  and  1  man  slightly  wounded,  both  of  Colonel  Gar- 
rard's command.  Shortly  before  dusk  the  enemy  again  attacked  an- 
other outpost,  but  were  charged  by  a  detachment  of  the  Seventh  Ohio 
Cavalry  and  driven  back  in  confusion,  with  a  loss  to  them  of  2  men 
killed,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  to  their  main  force,  which  appeared 
150  strong.  This  attack  was  late  in  the  evening,  and  it  was  not  prac- 
ticable to  get  together  enough  of  the  cavalry  from  th  eir  widely  separated 
posts  to  prosecute  any  pursuit.  In  the  course  of  the  scouting  done 
the  following  day  it  was  ascertained  that  the  force  upon  which  the 
rebel  scouts  were  driven  back  consisted  of  about  700  mounted  men 
and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  This,  in  all  probability,  is  the  same  force 
reported  as  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  Jonesborough,  McDonough, 
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and  Stockbridge  at  various  times  within  the  past  two  weeks.  At  day- 
break on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  with  the  empty  teams  and  the  main 
body  of  the  troops,  1  again  crossed  the  river,  and  leaving  the  laden 
trains  with  500men,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Van  Voorhis, 
in  depot,  I  again  moved  down  the  Fayetteville  road  from  the  fields, 
on  which  and  on  small  country  roads  in  the  vicinity  I  succeeded  in 
procuring  suflcient  forage  to  load  the  remaining  wagons.  During  the 
day  a  scouting  party  from  the  Seventh  Ohio  Cavalry  encountered  and 
drove  a  scouting  party  of  the  enemy,  capturing  a  man  i^rofessing  to 
be  a  citizen,  but  who,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  has  been  employed  as 
a  spy  by  the  enemy,  and  who,  I  have  been  informed,  has  been  seen 
within  our  lines  during  the  investment  of  Atlanta.  He  had  upon  his 
person  a  pass,  "until  further  orders,"  from  General  Hardee.  Shortly 
before  dusk  I  recrossed  the  river  with  all  my  teams  laden.  The 
country  foraged  embraces  an  area  of  about  three  miles  square,  and  is 
very  undulating,  many  of  the  fields  foraged  being  separated  and 
others  being  completely  isolated  from  all  wagon  roads  by  swampy 
ravines,  to  cross  which  with  the  teams  caused  great  difficulty  and  re- 
quired much  labor.  Most  of  the  ground  is  very  poor  and  its  products 
scant,  and  to  procure  the  quantity  required,  many  fields  had  to  be 
entered.  Knowing  the  starving  condition  of  the  stock  in  the  city,  and 
the  absolute  necessity  of  speedily  returning  with  forage,  and  having 
learned  the  enemy  were  gathering  upon  the  east  and  west  of  my  line  of 
march  with  the  intention  of  attacking  my  train  on  the  following  day,  I 
resolved  to  move  toward  Atlanta  at  once.  With  a  train  six  miles  and  a 
half  in  length,  successful  resistance  of  attack  without  loss  of  wagons 
would  have  been  extremely  difficult,  if  not  improbable.  Having  pre- 
viously sent  the  pioneers  and  one  regiment  in  advance  to  repair  the 
bridge  across  Snapfinger  Creek  and  to  hold  the  roads  diverging  at  that 
point,  I  divided  the  train  into  five  equal  parts,  interposing  between 
each  a  guard  of  250  infantry;  the  front  and  rear  guard  each  consisting 
of  500  men,  with  a  section  of  artillery,  and  at  8  o'clock  moved  with  the 
train  and  a  strong  rear  guard  of  cavalry  upon  the  road  on  which  I  came, 
the  remainder  of  the  cavalry  moving  upon  the  roads  upon  my  right  and 
left.  At  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  my  advance  reached  Mrs. 
Eeagan's  house,  within  six  miles  of  Atlanta.  Here  I  halted  until  6.30 
o'clock,  when  I  moved  to  the  city,  which  I  reached  at  fifteen  minutes  be- 
fore 11  o'clock.  My  quartermaster  reports  the  amount  of  com  procured 
to  be  upwards  of  6,000  bushels,  in  addition  to  which  were  brought  in  5 
mules  and  21  bales  of  cotton.  Besides  this  amount  of  forage  brought 
in,  upwards  of  3,500  horses  and  mules  were  amply  fed  for  three  days,  and 
returned  to  Atlanta  in  much  better  condition  than  when  they  left.  I 
made  diligent  inquiry  concerning  the  enemy's  forces  to  the  east  and 
south,  but  I  could  learn  of  no  force  superior  to  that  mentioned.  I  have 
been  informed  that  the  country  beyond  Flat  Rock  and  toward  Macon 
abounds  in  corn  and  sweet  potatoes.  I  cannot  close  without  especially 
commending  Colonel  Garrard  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand for  the  efficient  aid  rendered.  My  thanks  are  due  him  for  much 
valuable  information. 

Hoping  the  results  of  the  expedition  have  proven  satisfactory  to  the 
major-genera)  commanding  the  corps,  I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Brigadier-General,  Gommandina. 

[Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General.  ] 


Chap.  LI]  NORTH  GEORGIA  AND  NORTH  ALABAMA.  665 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  31,  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
foraging  expedition  made  in  compliance  with  orders  from  Major-General 
Slocum : 

At  (i  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  2Gth  instant  the  following  troops 
and  wagons  reported  to  me  on  the  Decatur  road:  Third  Brigade,  First 
Division,  numbering  1,200  men,  under  command  of  Colonel  Eobinson ; 
Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  numbering  945  men,  under  command 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Van  Voorhis ;  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
numbering  642  men,  under  command  of  Major  Brant;  two  batteries  of 
artillery,  under  command  of  Captain  Bainbridge,  and  450  cavalry  of  the 
Army  of  the  Ohio,  under  Colonel  Garrard.  Wagons  as  follows :  Head- 
quarters Twentieth  Corps,  42;  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps,  83; 
Second  Division,  Twentieth  Corps,  100 ;  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Coi-ps, 
87;  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  130;  Captain  Hade,  post  quartermaster, 
21;  ordnance  train,  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  54;  medical 
supply  train,  20 ;  batteries  and  outside  detachments,  115 ;  making  the 
total  number  of  wagons  652,  which,  with  the  addition  of  20  smaller 
wagons,  made  the  entire  train  consist  of  672  wagons.  At  7  o'clock  I 
moved  toward  Decatur,  which  I  reached  without  incidents  of  note 
about  10  o'clock.  At  this  place  I  learned  from  inhabitants  that  there 
was  a  force  of  the  enemy  variously  stated  as  numbering  from  2,000  to 
4,000,  between  Stone  Mountain  and  Lawrenceville.  I  also  learned  that 
detachments  from  this  force  had  been  in  Decatur  on  the  previous  day. 
These  reports  of  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy,  varying  only  in  the 
estimate  of  force,  confirmed  by  intelligence  received  from  the  scouts  of 
Colonel  Garrard's  cavalry,  induced  me  to  ask  General  Slocum  for  re- 
enforcements  of  artillery  and  infantry.  To  giiard  against  any  attack 
on  my  train  from  the  right  and  toward  Stone  Mountain,  1  detached  the 
main  force  of  cavalry,  7W)  infantry  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Van  Voor- 
his, and  a  section  of  artillery,  the  whole  under  command  of  Colonel 
Garrard,  to  move  to  Stone  Mountain  direct  and  hold  the  roads  and 
passes  at  that  place.  With  the  remainder  of  my  command  and  with 
the  train  I  moved  from  Decatur  on  the  Lawrenceville  road.  I  moved 
on  this  road  about  six  miles,  where  I  passed  to  the  right  over  a  wood 
road,  and  struck  the  main  road  to  Stone  Mountain  about  two  miles 
from  that  place.  At  the  mountain  I  was  joined  by  Colonel  Garrard. 
Leaving  a  strong  cavalry  guard  to  hold  the  village,  I  moved  on  the 
Stone  Mountain  and  Lawrenceville  road  to  Trickum's  Cross-Eoads,  near 
which  I  parked  the  train  and  camped  the  troops  on  the  farm  of  Mr. 
Bracewell.  About  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  an  aide  reported  that  the 
Second  Brigade  of  my  division,  under  Colonel  Mindil,  and  one  section  of 
artillery,  were  four  miles  beyond  Stone  Mountain.  I  ordered  Colonel  Min- 
dil to  push  as  near  the  moimtain  as  possible  during  the  night,  and  to  join 
me  on  the  following  morning.  Reports  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity 
of  my  camp  confirmed  those  already  received  at  Decatur.  During  the 
morning  several  attacks  were  made  upon  the  pickets  and  outposts,  by 
rebel  cavalry,  in  one  of  which  one  of  my  men  was  killed  and  another  se- 
verely wounded.  I  remained  in  camp  during  the  day,  sending  out  detach- 
ments of  the  train  under  strong  guards,  and  succeeded  in  loading  about 
300  wagons.  In  the  afternoon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Way,  commanding  a 
regiment  of  cavalry,  reported  he  had  met  the  enemy  near  Yellow  River, 
about  400  strong,  and  that  the  inhabitants  stated  that  a  force  of  4,000 
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.  was  iu  Lawrenceville.  Soon  after  he  reported  the  former  party  had 
retreated  acro.ss  the  river  and  destroyed  the  bridge.  I  immediately 
ordered  him  to  follow,  and  push  toward  Lawrenceville  to  ascertain,  if 
possible,  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy.  He  moved  to  Lawrenceville, 
and,  charging  furiously  upon  the  town,  drove  the  enemy  through  it  in 
great  disorder,  scattering  them  in  all  directions.  From  reports  from 
my  cavalry  I  learned  it  would  be  impossible  to  load  the  remainder  of 
my  train  west  of  the  river,  and  learning  that  abundance  of  forage  could 
be  procured  east  of  it,  I  resolved  to  cross  and  forage  there.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  I  sent  250  wagons  with  a  guard  of 
1,500  infantry,  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  a  section  of  artillery,  the 
whole  under  command  of  Colonel  Robinson,  with  orders  to  cross  the 
river  and  load  in  the  fields  just  beyond.  The  remaining  empty  wagons 
I  sent  with  a  guard  of  400  infantry  and  a  section  of  artillery  to  report 
to  Colonel  Garrard,  who  was  encamped  on  the  Rock  Bridge  road,  about 
three  miles  distant  from  the  main  camp,  and  eastward  from  the  moun- 
tain. At  3  o'clock  I  learned  that  the  wagons  under  charge  of  Colonels 
Robinson  and  Garrard  had  been  loaded,  and  were  ready  for  the  return- 
ing march.  Desiring  to  move  as  rapidly  as  possible  toward  Atlanta, 
I  sent  orders  to  Colonel  Garrard  to  move  with  his  trains  on  the  road 
leading  south  of  the  mountain,  and  to  the  Anllage  at  its  base,  and  know- 
ing Colonel  Robinson's  command  would  readily  reach  the  camp  before 
all  the  wagons  then  there  had  moved  out,  I  started  at  4  o'clock  with 
the  Second  Brigades,  of  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  as  advance 
guard,  leaving  a  picket  at  every  road  and  important  point  along  the 
line  of  march,  with  orders  to  remain  until  the  rear  of  the  entire  train 
had  passed.  I  marched  two  miles  beyond  Stone  Mountain  and  com- 
menced parking  my  trains  for  the  night,  at  7  o'clock,  on  the  farm  of  Mr. 
Johnson,  on  the  Decatur  road.  The  wagons,  laden  by  Colonel  Garrard, 
commenced  coming  in  about  11.30  o'clock,  and  I  was  joined  by  that 
ofl&cer  about  1  on  the  morning  of  the  29th.  All  my  troops  and  wagons 
having  reached  my  camp  by  1  o'clock,  I  commenced  moving  toward 
Atlanta  at  7.  Dividing  the  train  into  sections,  and  interposing  between 
each  a  strong  guard  of  infantry,  I  moved  with  the  advance,  posting  as 
on  the  previous  night  a  picket  at  every  road  and  commanding  position, 
to  remain  until  the  entire  train  passed.  My  advance  reached  Decatur 
at  11.30  a.  m.,  where  I  found  the  First  Brigade  of  the  First  Division, 
which  had  been  sent  out  to  meet,  and,  if  necessary,  assist  me.  After 
halting  for  some  time  at  Decatur  to  close  up  my  train,  I  again  resumed 
the  march,  leaving  the  brigade  just  mentioned  to  bring  up  the  rear.  I 
reached  Atlanta  without  incident  at  3  p.  m.,  where  the  troops  and  train 
were  ordered  to  rejoin  their  respective  commands.  My  quartermaster 
reports  the  amount  of  corn  procured  to  be  9,300  bushels,  besides  which 
were  brought  in  5  loads  of  wheat  and  4  bales  of  cotton,  and  about  100 
head  of  cattle,  which  were  distributed  among  the  several  commands. 
I  take  great  pleasure  in  commending  the  officers  and  men  under  my 
command  for  the  hearty  co-operation  yielded  me  during  the  labors  of 
the  expedition.    My  thanks  are  eminently  due  to  Colonel  Garrard,  his 

•  officers  and  men,  for  the  activity  and  zeal  manifested,  and  for  informa- 
tion obtained.  I  regret  to  except  from  my  commendation  of  the  officers 
and  men  the  lieutenant  in  command  of  the  exterior  picket  captured  on 
the  27th  instant.  Armed  with  Spencer  rifles,  captured  in  broad  day- 
light, without  firing  a  shot,  by  a  force  scarce  more  than  its  equal,  this 
picket  was  undoubtedly  guilty  of  gross  neglect.    No  words  of  reproach 
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can  be  too  strong  for  an  officer,  who,  allowing  care  for  personal  ease  to 
exceed  his  zeal  for  duty,  permits  himself  and  command  to  be  ignomin- 
iously  captured. 
Subjoined  is  a  list*  of  prisoners  captured  from  the  enemy. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEAEY, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 
[Lieut.  Col.  H.  W,  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  November  9, 1864. 

Colonel,  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  respecting 
the  affair  of  this  morning : 

At  7  a.  m.  the  enemy  attacked  my  pickets  on  the  East  Point  road, 
and  after  a  sharp  resistance  drove  them  in.  They  used  artillery  very 
freely  during  the  attack.  A  considerable  force  of  theirs  followed  up 
our  pickets  for  about  100  yards,  when,  meeting  the  fire  from  my  main 
lines,  they  hastily  retreated,  followed  by  our  pickets,  and  leaving  in 
our  hands  2  prisoners,  1  of  them  mortaUy  wounded,  and  2  dead.  The 
prisoners  taken  report  their  force  engaged  to  have  been  about  1,000  cav- 
alry and  one  battery  of  artillery,  being  the  effective  force  of  General 
Iverson's  brigade,  under  command  of  Colonel  Young,  General  Iverson's 
headquarters  being  at  Jonesborough.  They  state  that  they  marched 
ten  miles  this  morning,  and  that  they  were  told  by  their  officers  that 
we  had  evacuated  Atlanta,  and  they  could  march  in  without  opposi- 
tion. From  7  o'clock  until  8  they  served  their  artillery  very  rapidly, 
but  made  very  poor  practice,  doing  no  damage  to  us.  There  was  at  the 
time  of  the  attack  no  artillery  in  my  line.  At  8  o'clock  Stackhouse's 
battery,  from  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  came  up,  took  position  in  the  forts 
covering  the  East  Point  road,  and  opened  fire  from  one  section,  the 
enemy  retreating  rapidly.  The  prisoners  stated  that  they  dismounted 
for  the  attack,  leaving  their  horses  over  a  mile  in  their  rear.  Not  a 
man  from  my  command  was  either  killed,  wounded,  or  missing. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Division. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assista/nt  Adjutant-  General,  Twentieth  Corps. 


Headquarters  Second  Diatision,  Twentieth  Corps, 

January  6, 1865. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  division,  from  the  date  of  the  occupation  of  Atlanta, 
September  2,  until  that  of  the  occupation  of  Savannah,  December  21, 
1864: 

Prom  the  2d  of  September  until  the  15th  of  November  this  com- 
mand remained  encamped  in  Atlanta,  performing  guard  and  fatigue 
duty,  and  making  occasional  reconnaissances.  The  work  performed  and 
movements  made  duringthat  time  are  here  detailed  in  diary  form.    Two 

*  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  12  enlisted  men  taken  prisoners. 
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regiments,  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Vol- 
unteers and  the  Sixty -sixth  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteers,  were  assigned  to 
special  duty  in  Atlanta,  the  former  as  provost  guard,  and  the  latter  re- 
porting to  Colonel  Beckwith,  chief  commissary.    During  the  month 
of  September  nothing  occurred  to  disturb  the  routine  of  camp  life. 
About  the  1st  of  October  a  general  movement  of  all  the  corps,  except- 
ing the  Twentieth,  was  made  to  the  rear,  to  meet  certain  movements 
of  the  enemy.    Our  corps,  being  left  to  hold  Atlanta,  we  commenced 
the  construction  of  an  inner  line  of  forts  and  ritle-pits,  our  camp  still 
remaining  near  the  old  outer  line,  which  we  had  strengthened  and 
improved  by  slashing  and  abatis.    From  the  3d  until  the  20th  of 
October,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  days,  1,000  men  from  this  divis- 
ion worked  daily  upon  the  inner  line,  which  was  formidably  strong. 
The  interruption  of  our  communications  by  Hood's  army  had  by  the 
10th  of  October  caused  a  great  scarcity  of  forage  in  Atlanta,  and  to 
prevent  the  total  sacrifice  of  our  horses  and  mules,  it  became  necessary 
to  draw  entirely  upon  the  surrounding  country.    The  first  foraging  ex- 
pedition for  this  purpose  was  sent  out  under  my  command  on  the  11th 
of  October.    October  11,  at  7  a.  m.,  1  left  Atlanta  in  command  of  a  for- 
aging expedition  composed  as  follows:  Detachments  from  my  division 
under  Col.  H.  A.  Barnum,  1,050  men;  Second  Brigade,  First  Division, 
under  Colonel  Carman,  1,080  men;  cavalry  under  Col.  I.  Garrard, 
700  men;  one  battery  under  Lieutenant  Sawdy,  four  3-inch  rifled  guns; 
420  wagons  from  the  different  commands  at  this  post.    Reached  Flat 
Rock  at  6  p.  m.,  small  detachments  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  retiring 
before  my  advance.    Here  I  encamped  and  parked  my  trains  in  a 
position  strengthened  by  rail  defenses,  and  from  this  place  as  a  depot 
my  foraging  operations  were  conducted.    October  12,  crossed  South 
Eiver  at  Flat  Rock  and  during  the  day  loaded  about  300  wagons 
within  a  distance  of  three  miles  along  the  Fayetteville  road.    These 
were  sent  to  the  temporary  depot.    About  noon  one  of  my  cavalry 
outposts  was  attacked  by  a  party  of  the  enemy,  who  were  driven 
off,  2  men  of  Colonel  Garrard's  command  being  wounded  in  the  affair. 
Shortly  before  dark  the  enemy  attacked  another  outpost,  and  were 
charged  by  a  detachment  of  my  cavalry,  who  drove  them  one  mile  and 
a  half,  with  a  loss  of  2  rebels  killed.    I  subsequently  ascertained  that 
the  enemy's  main  body  near  me  was  700  strong,  with  two  pieces  of  ar- 
tDlery.    October  13,  at  daybreak,  leaving  the  laden  trains  under  guard 
at  the  depot,  I  recrossed  the  river,  loaded  the  balance  of  my  wagons, 
and  at  8  p.  m.  commenced  my  return  to  Atlanta.     October  14,  by  1 
a.  m.  I  reached  a  point  within  six  miles  of  Atlanta,  where  I  halted 
and  rested  my  command  until  C.30  a.  m.,  then  resumed  the  march  and 
entered  the  city.     The  distance  marched  during  the  expedition  was 
forty-six  miles.    Amount  of  corn  brought  to  Atlanta  upward  of  10,000 
bushels,  besides  which  about  3,500  animals,  used  with  my  trains,  and 
all  my  men,  were  amply  subsisted  on  the  country;  twenty-one  bales 
of  cotton  were  also  brought  in.     October  IC,  another  foraging  expe- 
dition was  sent  out  under  command  of  Colonel  Robinson,  of  the  First 
Division.    Seven  hundred  men  from  my  Second  Brigade  were  detailed 
and  formed  part  of  this  force.    After  four  days'  absence  they  returned 
with  their  trains  well  loaded  with  corn.      October  20  to  24,  detach- 
ments from  my  command  were  engaged  taking  up  the  iron  and  destroy- 
ing the  track  on  the  West  Point  railroad,  during  which  considerable 
skirmishing  took  place  with  the  rebel  cavalry  near  East  Point.    Octo- 
ber 26,  at  7  a.  m.,  I  left  Atlanta  in  command  of  a  foraging  expedition 
composed  as  follows :  The  Third  Brigade  of  my  division  under  Lieu- 
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tenant-Colonel  Van  Voorhis,  945  men;  Third  Brigade,  First  Division, 
under  Colonel  Robinson,  1,200;  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
under  Major  Brant,  642  men;  cavalry  under  Colonel  Garrard,  400 
men;  two  batteries  under  Captain  Bainbridge ;  672  wagons  from 
the  different  commands  and  detachments  in  and  around  Atlanta. 
Beached  Decatur  at  1  p.  m.  Learning  here  that  the  enemy-had  con- 
centrated a  force  from  2,000  to  4,000  strong  between  Stone  Mountain 
and  Lawrenceville,  I  sent  a  request  to  Major-General  Slocum  for  a  force 
to  be  sent  to  Stone  Mountain  with  the  object  of  preventing  annoyance 
on  my  right  iiank.  This  request  was  responded  to  by  sending  my 
Second  Brigade,  under  Colonel  Mindil.  Without  delaying  at  Decatur 
I  detached  the  main  body  of  my  cavalry,  700  infantry,  and  a  section  of 
artillery,  the  whole  under  Colonel  Garrard,  with  orders  to  proceed  to 
Stone  Mountain  and  hold  the  roads  and  passes  there.  "With  the  rest 
of  my  command  and  train  I  moved  on  the  Lawrenceville  road  six  miles, 
then  passed  to  the  right  over  a  wood  road  and  struck  the  main  road  to 
Stone  Mountain,  about  two  miles  from  that  place.  Here  I  was  joined  by 
Colonel  Garrard.  Leaving  a  strong  cavalry  guard  to  hold  the  village, 
I  moved  on  the  Stone  Mountain  and  Lawrenceville  road  to  Trickum's 
Cross-Roads,  near  which  we  camped  for  the  night.  Receiving  informa- 
tion about  9  p.  m.  that  Colonel  Mindil  with  his  command  had  arrived 
within  four  miles  of  Stone  Mountain,  I  sent  him  orders  to  push  on  as 
near  the  mountain  as  possible,  and  to  join  me  on  the  following  morning. 
Information  obtained  this  evening  confirmed  that  I  had  received  at 
Decatur,  respecting  the  enemy's  force  in  this  vicinity.  October  27, 
early  in  the  morning  my  pickets  were  attacked  several  times  by  rebel 
cavalry.  One  of  my  men  was  killed  and  another  wounded.  Dur- 
ing the  day  I  sent  out  portions  of  my  train  with  strong  escorts, 
and  loaded  about  300  wagons.  In  the  afternoon  a  regiment  of  my  cav- 
alry, under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Way,  met  the  enemy  near  Yellow 
River  and  learned  of  a  considerable  force  being  in  Lawrenceville. 
The  party  first  met  retreated  across  the  river  and  burned  the  bridge. 
By  my  orders  Colonel  Way  followed  them,  crossed  the  river,  and 
charged  through  Lawrenceville,  driving  the  enemy  in  confusion.  Learn- 
ing that  abundance  of  forage  could  be  procured  east  of  the  river, 
I  sent  250  wagons,  with  a  strong  escort,  under  Colonel  Robinson,  to  cross 
and  load  in  the  fields  beyond.  The  remaining  empty  wagons  I  sent  to 
Colonel  Garrard  to  be  loaded  near  the  Rock  Bridge  road,  east  of  Stone 
Mountain.  By  3  p.  m.  all  the  wagons  were  loaded  and  ready  to  re- 
turn. I  then  concentrated  all  my  troops  and  trains,  and  encamped 
them  on  the  Decatur  road  two  miles  west  of  Stone  Mountain.  October 
29,  by  1  a.  m.  all  my  wagons  had  reached  the  camp.  At  7  a.  m.  I  com- 
menced my  return  to  Atlanta,  which  place  my  advance  reached  about 
3  p.  m.  As  the  result  of  the  expedition,  besides  subsisting  my  men 
and  animals  on  the  country,  we  brought  to  Atlanta  19,300  bushels  of 
ears  of  com,  5  wagon  loads  of  wheat,  4  bales  of  cotton,  and  about  100 
head  of  cattle,  which  were  distributed  among  the  different  commands. 
I  captured  from  the  enemy  12  prisoners. 

November  1,  received  orders  to  be  prepared  tor  active  campaign  at 
an  hour's  notice  any  day  after  the  4th  instant;  also  to  ship  surplus 
stores  and  baggage  to  the  rear.  November  4,  shipped  the  surplus 
stores  and  baggage  of  the  division  to  Nashville.  November  5,  at  1  p.  m. 
received  orders  to  move  at  2  o'clock,  and  to  encamp  outside  the  city, 
on  the  McDonough  turnpike.  The  entire  division  with  all  its  trains 
moved  as  ordered,  encamping  two  miles  from  the  city.  November  6,  at 
12  o'clock  received  orders  to  return  to  our  camp  in  Atlanta,  and  there 
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to  await  further  orders,  keeping  our  trains  loaded  for  campaign.    The 
order  was  complied  with,  and  by  night  everything  belonging  to  the 
command  was  back  again.    November  9,  before  daylight  this  morning 
we  were  roused  by  the  sonnds  of  artillery  in  our  front,  and  found  a  force 
of  the  enemy  attacking  my  line  on  the  Bast  Point  road.    A  portion  of 
my  pickets  at  that  point  were  driven  in  by  a  charge  of  dismounted  cav- 
alry from  Iverson's  brigade  of  Georgia  troops.    This  line  of  the  enemy 
advanced  within  about  150  yards  of  our  outer  works,  when  they  received 
a  destructive  fire  and  retreated  hastily.    In  the  meantime  they  had 
planted  a  battery  within  400  yards  of  our  works,  and  served  it  quite 
rapidly  for  an  hour,  but  without  injuring  a  single  person  m  our  lines  or 
camps.    There  was  no  artillery  in  position  in  my  line  when  the  attack 
cemmenced,  but  a  battery  was  soon  sent  down  at  my  request  and  gave 
the  retreating  enemy  a  few  shots,  causing  them  to  hasten  their  depar- 
ture.   The  whole  affair  lasted  from  7  a.  m.  to  8.15.    The  enemy  left  in 
our  hands  2  dead  and  2  prisoners,  1  of  whom  was  mortally  wounded. 
Subsequent  statements  in  the  rebel  newspaper  accounts  of  the  affair 
give  their  entire  loss  as  about  40.    There  were  no  casualties  on  our  side. 
November  11,  received  to-day  the  orders  announcing  the  organization 
of  the  Army  of  Georgia,  and  the  order  of  Brigadier-General  Williams 
upon  taking  command  of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  Major-General  Slocum 
being  assigned  to  command  the  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia.* 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  J       J       ^  jj^Q   ^   GEAEY, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Twentieth  Army  Corps. 


No.  35. 


Report  of  Col.  Ario  Pardee,  jr.,  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade. 

Hdqbs.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  25,  1864. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  Circular  Orders,  No.  144,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oi)erations  of  this  brigade 
from  the  capture  of  Atlanta,  September  2, 1864,  to  the  occupation  oi 
Savannah,  Ga.,  December  21, 1864: 

During  the  occupation  of  Atlanta  the  brigade  was  camped  near  the 
intersection  of  the  Sandtown  with  the  White  Hall  road,  and  occupied 
the  fortified  position  of  the  enemy  constructed  to  command  these  roads. 
The  usual  camp  and  picket  duties  were  performed,  and  in  addition  to 
this  details  from  the  command  were  on  duty  in  the  construction  of  the 
chain  of  fortifications  which  encircled  the  city.  On  the  25th  [21stJ  day 
of  October  Col.  John  Flynn,  being  temporarily  iu  command,  the  brigade 
formed  part  of  a  foraging  expedition  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Dustin,  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  and  proceeded  to  Lati- 
mar's  farm,  returning  t(3  its  camp  October  24, 1864.  This  was  the  only 
change  of  duty  of  any  material  importance  which  occurred  until  Novem- 
ber 9, 1864,  when  Colonel  Young,  with  his  command  of  about  1,000  cav- 

*For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  the  Savannah  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  1, 
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airy  and  a  section  of  artillery,  drove  in  tbe  pickets  of  the  brigade  and 
sought  to  enter  the  works.  The  attack  was  easily  repulsed  and  without 
a  casualty  in  the  brigade.  The  enemy  left  2  men  killed  and  2  men 
wounded  on  the  field.  From  a  prisoner  captured  it  was  learned  that 
from  15  to  20  men  had  been  carried  away  wounded.  November  13, 
acting  under  the  orders  of  the  general  commanding  division,  the  bri- 
gade was  engaged  part  of  this  day  in  destroying  the  railroad  from  the 
water-tank  to  a  point  two  miles  and  a  quarter  therefrom  in  the  direction 
of  the  Chaittahoochee  Eiver  by  burning  the  ties  and  bending  and  twist- 
ing the  rails,  and  of  which  a  special  report  was  made  the  day  following. 
For  some  days  previous  to  November  15, 1864,  active  preparations  were 
made  for  the  campaign  which  commenced  that  day.* 
EespecttuUy  submitted. 

AEIO  PAEDEE,  Jr., 
Colonel  147th  Pennsylvania  Vols.^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  W.  T.  Forbes, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  36. 
Report  of  Maj.  Myron  T.  Wright,  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-ninth  Eegt.  Ohio  Vet.  Vol,  Infty., 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  28, 1864. 

Lieutenant  :  In  compliance  with  circular  from  headquarters  First 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Corps,  dated  Savannah,  Ga.,  De- 
cember 23, 1864,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my 
command : 

I  assumed  command  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  on  the  8th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1864,  at  Atlanta,  Ga.  From  this  date  to  the  24th  nothing  of  note 
took  place  more  than  the  regular  routine  of  camp  duty.  September  25 
had  review.  September  28  received  detail  to  go  to  Nashville,  Tenn., 
with  my  regiment.    September  29,  at  9  a.  m.,  I  marched  the  regiment 

to  Captain 's  quarters  for  transportation;  failed,  and  returned  to 

camp.  October  2,  received  orders  to  move  at  once  with  one  day's  ra- 
tions; marched  to  the  depot  at  3  p.  m.;  moved  to  the  Chattahoochee 
Eiver ;  disembarked  and  marched  across  the  river ;  camped  for  the  night. 
4th,  put  my  command  on  the  train  for  NashvUle,  when  I  received  a  tele- 
gram to  return  to  Atlanta.  Eecrossed  the  river  and  took  the  cars  for 
Atlanta.  After  arriving  in  the  city  went  into  camp  two  miles  northwest 
from  depot,  facing  soufh.  11th,  moved  the  regiment  to  the  right  half  a 
mile,  and  came  into  line  where  the  One  hundred  and  second  New  York 
was.  18th,  moved  camp  again  three-quarters  of  a  mile  farther  to  the 
right,  near  a  fort.  20th,  received  orders  to  move  at  7  a.  m.  [21st]; 
marched  the  regiment  to  brigade  headquarters;  remained  there  till 
7.30,  when  the  brigade  moved,  Twenty-ninth  in  center  of  second  section 
of  train;  passed  through  Decatur;  Twenty-ninth  on  picket  in  night. 
22d  and  23d,  foraged  pretty  extensively;  Twenty-ninth  lost  1  man 
killed,  William  D.  Haynes,  private  Company  D.  24th,  returned  to 
camp  with  teams  well  loaded  with  forage.    Ndthing  special  occurred 

*  For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  tho  Savannah  campaign,  sec  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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from  this  date  to  end  of  mouth.  November  5,  received  orders  at  2  p.  m. 
to  march.  Moved  out  on  the  McDonough  road  about  one  mile  and 
went  into  camp. for  the  night.  Twenty-ninth  on  extreme  right  of  divis- 
ion. 6th,  returned  to  Atlanta  and  went  into  our  old  camp,  8th,  elec- 
tion day;  some  excitement  in  Twenty -ninth ;  polled  384  votes;  Lincoln 
received  344;  McClellan,  40.  9th,  at  sunrise  our  line  was  attacked; 
immediately  moved  the  Twenty-ninth  into  position;  sent  out  skir- 
mishers; attack  did  not  reach  us;  remained  in  trenches  until  12  m., 
then  moved  back  to  quarters  and  stacked  arms.* 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

MYRON  T.  WEIGHT, 
Major  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Lieut.  A.  H.  W.  Creigh, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Brig.,  Second  Biv.,  20th  Corps. 


No.  37. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  C.  Cresson,  Seventy-third  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry. 

Hdqrs.  Seventy- third  Pennsylvania  Vet.  Vols., 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  36, 1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  events  transpiring 
in  connection  with  my  regiment  from  the  occupation  of  Atlanta,  Ga., 
September  2,  1864,  to  the  occupation  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  21, 
1864:  '  ' 

The  regiment  entered  A  tlanta  on  the  evening  of  September  2,  and 
was  posted  September  3  on  the  left  of  the  McDonough  road,  removing 
to  the  right  of  the  road  on  the  5th,  when  the  regiment  went  into  camp, 
doing  picket,  guard,  and  fatigue  duty  on  the  fortifications,  and  all  duty 
required  of  troops  at  garrisoned  posts,  remaining  until  October  16, 
when  it  was  ordered  out  on  a  foraging  expedition,  under  command  ot 
Colonel  Robinson,  commanding  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  to  the 
vicinity  of  Flat  Shoals,  Ga.,  returning  and  occupying  our  former  camp 
on  the  19th,  where  it  remained  doing  duty  until  the  26th  of  the  same 
month,  when  it  was  again  ordered  out  on  a  similar  expedition  under 
General  John  W.  Geary,  commanding  Second  Division,  Twentieth 
Army  Corps,  to  the  vicinity  of  Yellow  River,  Ga.,  returning  to  our 
previous  camp  on  the  29th,  resuming  our  regular  routine  of  picket, 
fatigue  duty,  &c.,  where  it  remained  until  November  5,  when  it  was 
ordered  to  strike  tents  and  prepare  for  marching.  Marching  about 
three  miles  out  the  McDonough  road,  we  halted  and  remained  until 
the  day  following  (November  6),  when  we  were  ordered  back,  and  occu- 
pied our  previous  camp,  in  which  we  remained  until  November  15.* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  C.  CRESSON, 
lAeut.  Col.,  Comdg.  Seventy-third  Pennsylvania  Vet.  Vols. 

Capt.  N.  K.  Bray, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  For  coutiunation  of  report,  relating  to  tlie  Savannah  campaign,  see  Vol,  XLIV, 
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No.  38. 

Report  of  Col.  Henry  A.  Barmim,   One  hundred  and  forty -ninth  Neio 
York  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps, 

tiavannah,  Ga.,  .December  a?6',  ISOl. 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  followiug  report  of  tlie  op- 
erations of  ]iiy  conuiiand,  cousistiiig  of  the  Sixtieth  and  One  hundred 
and  seeond  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers,  and  the  One  iiundred  and 
thirty-seventh  and  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  Volunteer 
liegiments,  and  the  Twenty-ninth  and  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Teiin- 
sylvaniaVeteraii  Volunteer  Kegiments,  from  the  occupation  of  Atlanta, 
Septend)er  2,  1804,  to  the  occupation  of  Savannah,  December  21,  18()J:: 

On  September  li  the  command  encamped  along  the  line  of  tlie  ene- 
my's woiks  southwest  of  tlie  city  of  Atlanta  and  between  the  Sandtowu 
and  McDontmgli  roads,  the  right  resting  on  the  Sandtowu  road  and  the 
left  at  the  large  fort  about  half  a  mile  from  the  McDonough  road,  and 
covered  tliis  front  duiing  the  entire  occupation  of  the  city  by  our  forces. 
Sei)tember  5,  the  One  humlred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  Veteran 
Volunteers  was  detached  from  the  brigade  by  order  of  Major-General 
Slocum  and  reported  to  Colonel  Cogswell,  Second  Massachusetts  Vol- 
unteers, commanding  the  post,  for  provost  duty,  and  remained  on  such 
duty  during  the  occupation  of  the  city.  September  10,  Col.  David  Ire- 
land, who  had  commanded  the  brigade  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  died  of  disease;,  and  the  undersigned  took  command 
by  order  of  Brigadier-General  Geary,  commanding  divisicm.  Septttndter 
12,  the  brigade  was  placed  in  a  new  camp,  regularly  liild  out  near  the 
left  of  our  front  and  about  200  yards  in  rear  of  tlie  works,  wlunc  com- 
fortable huts  were  erected,  ami  drill  and  parade  grounils  luepared. 
liegular  hours  of  service  were  established,  and  when  not  otherwise  en- 
gaged as  herein  reported,  squad,  company,  regimental,  and  briga<le 
drills,  dress  parades,  and  reviews  were  regularly  held  by  the  entire 
command.  September  14,  the  Sixtieth  New  York  Veteran  V(^]unteers 
were  detailed,  by  order  of  the  general  commanding  division,  to  proceed 
to  Chattanof)ga  to  escort  paynuisters  to  Atlanta,  which  duty  was  per- 
formed without  particular  incident,  and  the  regiment  reported  back  on 
September  22. 

October  11,  the  brigade,  except  the  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Vet- 
erjin  Vohuiteers,  constituted  a  part  of  a  foraging  force  of  about  2,000 
infantry,  with  artillery  and  cavalry,  under  command  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Geary,  which  lu'oceedcd  to  the  vicinity  of  Plat  liock  Slioals,  about 
twenty  miles  from  Atlanta,  and  returned  on  the  14th  of  October  without 
loss,  though  considerably  annoyed  by  the  enemy,  bringing  in  a  num- 
ber of  aninnils  and  about  450  wagon  loads  of  excellent  corn,  besides 
cattle  and  other  supplies  then  greatly  needed  by  the  garrison.  October 
16,  the  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers  reported  to 
Colonel  Dustin,  commanding  a  second  foraging  expedition,  which  pvo- 
ceedcid  to  the  same  vicinity  as  the  iirst  and  returned  with  like  success 
on  the  19th.  October  19, 21,  and  22,  the  brigade  was  detailed  as  guard 
to  trains  of  cars  and  workmen  sent  to  take  up  the  rails  on  the  Macon 
and  on  the  West  Point  railroads,  and  the  first  day  went  to  a  point  about 
one  mile  west  of  East  Point  on  the  West  Point  road,  where;  the  triick 
was  being  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  who  were  driven  from  their  work 
after  a  slight  skirmish  iw.d  their  tools  captured  and  the  I'ails  taken  from 
.  their  fires.  Tlie  track  on  the  Macon  road  was  takeu  up  to  a  point  about 
i<i  It  B— VOL  XXXIX,  PT  I 
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two  miles  south  of  East  Point.  Slight  skirmishing  occjuned  each  day, 
but  without  loss  to  us.  October  23,  the  brigade  marched  toward  East 
Poiut  to  supjjort  the  Second  Brigade  of  this  division,  which  relieved 
this  comniaud  in  guarding  the  trains,  but  did  m)t  engage  the  enemy. 
October  L*G,  the  brigade,  with  the  One  humlred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  Second  J^rigade,  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  (!orps, 
reported  to  (Jeneral  Geary,  commanding  another  foraging  expedition, 
which  proceeded  about  live  miles  beyond  Stone  Mountain  eastward, 
and  returned  on  the  29th  of  (October  with  wagons  loaded  with  corn 
and  a  large  quantity  of  other  supplies.  The  brigade  was  commanded 
on  this  occasion  by  Lieut.  Ool.  K.  S.  Van  Voorhis,  One  hundred  and 
thirty- seventh  New  York  Volunteers. 

November  5,  the  brigade,  in  accordance  with  orders  received,  broke 
camp  and  marched  with  the  division  out  on  the  McDonough  road  about 
two  miles  and  bivouacked.  November  6,  returned  to  onr  former  camp. 
November  9,  the  brigade  was  placed  in  the  works  in  our  front,  the  ene- 
my having  opened  with  cannon  on  the  soutlieast  of  the  town.  Before 
the  conunand  was  fully  in  position  the  enemy  drove  in  a  ])art  of  our 
picket  line  and  opened  from  a  battery  on  our  right.  Our  i)ickets  were 
pushed  out  as  skirmishers  and  pressed  the  enemy  so  closely  that  he 
withdrew  his  battery,  and  soon  quiet  was  restored.* 

liespectfully,  yoiu-  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  BAKNUM, 
Colonel  119th  Neio  Yorlc  Volunteers,  Commanding  Brigade, 
Capt.  W.  T.  FoitBES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  39. 
Report  of  Maj.  Thomas  Elliott,  Sixtieth  New  York  Infantry. 

From  the  2d  to  the  14th  of  September  the  regiment  was  occupied,  in 
pursuance  to  orders,  with  the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  in  constructing 
quarters  and  occupying  works  for  defense  south  of  the  city  of  Atlanta. 
On  the  Idth,  uiuler  orders  received  from  the  division  commander,  the 
regiment  proceeded  to  Oliattanooga  as  an  escort  to  paymasters  awaiting 
an  opportunity  to  pay  the  army. 

Eeturning  on  the  23d  it  took  its  fi)rmer  position,  which  was  retained 
without  material  change  till  the  11  th  of  October,  when,  Avith  the  brigade, 
it  i)rocceded  as  a  portion  of  an  expeditioji  sent  out  in  the  direction  of 
Yellow  Kiver  for  forage.  A  large  amount  of  forage  Avas  obtained,  very 
fortunately  sup])lying  the  command  when  much  iieeded. 

The  enemy  having  destroyed  a  portion  of  the  railroad  in  rear  of  At- 
lanta, on  the  21st  of  October  the  regiment,  forming  a  jtortion  of  the 
command,  assisted  in  replacing  it  by  iron  obtained  frOiO  the  road  in  the 
vieniity  of  East  Point,  whicii  duty  was  continued  till  all  railroad  iron 
was  removed  from  East  Point  to  Atlanta. 

On  the  24th  of  October,  as  a  portion  of  one  of  the  -various  foraging 
expeditions,  the  regiment  a  second  time  assisted  in  procuring  a  large 
amount  of  forage,  being  absent  three  days  in  the  direction  of  Stone 
Mountain. 


Part 
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Frojii  the  time  of  rcturiiiiig  iiotliiiig  of  inomeut  tninspired  in  the 
coiiuniuul  to  the  15th  of  November  other  thiiu  ordinary  camp  duty, 
with  the  necessary  preparation  for  an  active  cam])aijj;n.* 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  ELLIOTT, 
Major,  Gomdjj.  Sixtielh  Begt.  N'ew  York   Veteran   Vok. 


No.  40. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Harvey  8.  Ghatfield,  One  hundred  and  second  New 

York  Infantry. 

IlDQliS.  102d   llEGlMKNT   NkW  YOEK   A'ETERAN  VOLS., 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Becemher  26, 1861. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  submit  the  following-  re- 
port of  operations  of  this  regiment  from  the  time  of  the  occuiiation  of 
Atlanta  by  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps  to  the  occupation  of  Savannah, 
Ga.,  December  21,  1804,  dividing  the  same  into  two  parts,  the  first 
relating  to  events  occurring  during  our  stay  in  Atlanta,  Ca.,  and  tlni 
second  to  those  occurring  during  the  recent  campaign  through  Georgia, 
and  as  it  will  make  the  same  much  more  simple  and  brief  by  giving  it  in 
the  form  of  a  diary,  1  shall  adopt  that  method.  The  details  of  the  entry 
of  the  regiment  into  Atlanta  liave  been  giveii  in  my  report  of  the  sum- 
mer campaign: 

After  our  entry  into  Atlanta,  in  accordance  with  orders  received  from 
my  brigade  commander,  I  moved  the  regiment  to  the  rear  of  a  line  ot 
works  wliicli  bad  been  thrown  up  by  the  enemy  on  the  south  side  of  the 
city,  my  left  resting  upon  the  Macon  raikoad,  and  there  laid  out  a 
camp.  The  regiment  remained  in  this  camp  until  the  12th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1864,  when  the  position  of  the  brigiule  was  changed  to  a  better 
locality,  nearer  the  city  and  about  half  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  the  works, 
on  which  place  another  camp  was  laitl  out,  this  regimeut  being  placed 
on  the  left  of  the  brigade.  While  here  the  time  was  spent  in  drilling 
and  preparing  the  men  for  an  active  ('ampaigu  whenever  called  upon, 
and  during  a  considerable  portion  of  the  time  the  regiment  was  em- 
ployed in  the  construction  of  the  new  line  of  works  tlien  being  built 
about  the  city. 

On  the  lltb  day  of  October,  1864,  the  regiment  accompanied  a  forag- 
ing expedition  which  went  from  the  city  under  commaTid  of  Brig.  Gen. 
John  W.  Geary.  Left  at  6  a.  m.,  marched  about  thirteen  miles  in  a 
southeasterly  direction,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  near  South  liiver 
at  about  8  j).  m. 

The  next  day  crossed  South  Eiver  in  charge  of  a  portion  of  the 
train,  marched  about  four  miles  south  of  the  river,  lilled  the  wagons 
with  corn  and  corn  fodder,  and  leturncd  to  the  ground  occupied  the 
night  previous  about  7  p.  m.  and  bivotiacked.  Left  at  7  a.  m.  and 
again  crossed  South  Eiver.  Two  com])anies  of  the  regiment  were 
placed  across  a  road  leading  in  an  easterly  direction  from  the  one 
traveled  by  the  trains  to  guard  against  any  approach  by  the  enemy  in 
that  direction,  under  command  of  Capt.  E.  B.  Hathaway.  Marched 
about  five  miles  south  of  thft  river  with  the  remainder  of  tlie  regiment, 
when,  after  remaining  a  short  time,  I  was  ordered  to  move  back  to  our 
camp-ground  and  guard  fifty  wagons  filled  with  forage  to  that  place, 
which  I  did,  arriving  there  about  2  ]>.  ni.    Tiie  same  day  at  S  ]).  m.  the 

*  For  coiitiuuatiou  of  report,  reliitiiig  to  the  Suvmiuuli  cumpaigu,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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command  starteci  ou  tlieir  retnru.  Marcbed  in  rear  of  the  first  K'O 
wagons  of  the  train  [nutil]  about  3  a.  ni.  of  the  14th  and  bivouacked. 
Left  about  8  a.  m.  Marched  in  rear  of  the  lirst  100  wagons  and  reached 
the  camp  of  the  regiment  at  Atlanta  about  noon.  No  casualties  occur- 
red during  the  expedition. 

On  the  2Gth  day  of  October,  18()4,  tlie  regiment  accompanied  another 
expedition  under  command  of  Brig.  (Jen.  J.  W.  Oeary.  Marched  (mt 
upon  the  Decatur  road  at  G  a.  m.  lieaching  Decatur  the  regiment  was 
separated  from  the  brigade  and  formed  the  advance  guard  of  the  wagon 
train.  Marched  about  fifteen  miles  and  bivouaclccd  about  8  p.  m.  near 
Yellow  liiver,  the  regiment  doing  picket  duty  for  the  divisicm. 

On  the  27th  the  i)icket  was  attacked  by  a  small  scoutiug  party  of  tlie 
enemy's  cavalry  on  both  loads  leading  iu  an  easterly  direction,  but 
their  advance  was  checked  by  the  force  ^^■hich  I  had  thrown  across 
these  roads;  remainhig  here  until  the  evening  of  the  27th,  when  the 
column  started  about  <S  p.  m.  and  marched  about  seven  miles  toward 
Atlanta. 

On  the  28th  started  about  noon  and  reached  the  regimental  camp  at 
Atlanta  about  6  p.  m. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  1804,  pursuant  to  orders  received  from 
brigade  commantler,  the  regiment  broke  camp  at  Atlanta  and  moved 
out  on  the  McDonough  road  about  two  miles  south  of  the  city  and 
bivouacked. 

About  noon  on  the  Cth  of  November  orders  Avere  received  to  move 
back  to  our  original  camp,  which  was  done. 

On  the  t)th  of  November,  18G4,  the  enemy  attacked  the  picket-line  on 
the  Macon  road  and  advanced  with  a  section  of  artillery  and  a  few  dis- 
mounted cavalry  toward  our  works.  The  roghnent  was  quickly  moved 
into  its  position  iu  the  works  and  there  remained  awaiting  any  attack 
■which  the  enemy  might  malce.  After  shelling  our  line  a  short  time  the 
enemy  retired.  During  the  attack  one  man  was  slightly  wounded  by 
.  a  shell.  From  this  time  until  the  commencement  of  the  Georgia  cam- 
paign the  men  were  busy  i)reparing  for  the  active  service  which  Avas 
soon  to  commence. 

In  the  foregoing  summary  of  events  occurring  during  our  occupation 
of  Atlanta  I  have  been  necessarily  brief  and  somewhat  disconnected, 
having  lost  my  diary  relating  to  that  period,  and  therefore  trusting  al- 
most entirely  to  my  memory.* 
liespectfully  submitted. 

n.  S.  CHATFIELD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commandinfi  Beniment. 
Oapt.  O.  T.  May, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjuta,nt-General. 


No.  41. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Koert  S.  Van  Voorhis,  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
seventh  N'ew  Yoric  Infantry. 

Heabquarters  137th  New  York  Volunteers, 

Savannah,  Oa.,  December  24, 186-1. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  regimental  report 
of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  coin- 
mencmg  with  the  occupation  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  on  the  2d  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1804;   ])aragra])li  I  embracing  a  sunnnary  of  events   while 

•  For  continuation  of  report,  reltitiug  to  the  Saviiiiuah  ciiinpaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
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romaining  in  that  city,  and  para.ftTaph  II  a  compond  in  diary  form  of 
tlio  campaign  commencing  on  the  15th  day  of  Noveniher  and  ending 
on  tlie  21st  day  of  December,  18G4: 

I. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  September  the  regiment  was  encamped 
in  the  rear  of  a  fort  on  the  right  of  tlie  Macon  tnrnpike,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  city,  as  a  support  for  a  b.attery  planted  there. 

On  the  10th  of  same  month  David  Ireland,  colonel  of  this  regiment 
and  commanding  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twentieth  C''Ori)s, 
died  of  dysentery. 

On  the  12th  we  moved  and  were  encamped  with  the  other  regiments 
of  the  brigade  on  a  line,  this  regiment  being  third  in  line.  While  in 
this  camp  brigade  dress  parades  were  held  whenever  practicable,  also 
brigade,  battalion^  company,  <ind  squad  drills,  officers'  schools,  «&(;., 
meanwhile  furnishing  details  for  i)icket  and  fatigue,  rangiiig  in  number 
from  forty  to  seventy-five  men  daily. 

On  the  25th  were  reviewed  by  Major-General  Slocnm,  (reiK^ral  Sher- 
man being  present. 

On  the  29tli  of  September,  also  on  the  1st  of  October,  we  took  ])art 
in  division  drills,  conducted  by  Brigadier-General  Geary. 

October  10  started  on  a  foraging  expedition,  whicli  proved  highly 
successful,  returning  on  the  13th,  liaving  marched  about  forty  miles. 

On  the  19th,  in  company  with  the  brigade,  we  embarked  on  a  train 
for  East  Point,  after  reaching  which  place  we  marched  about  two  iniles 
on  the  West  Point  railroad,  Avhere  we  stood  guard  while  the  track  was 
torn  up  by  a  negro  gang,  the  iron  being  loaded  on  the  train  to  be  sent 
to  re])air  the  track  on  tlie  (Chattanooga  railroad  near  liesaca.  On  the 
two  following  days  were  employed  similarly  taking  up  the  iron  also  on 
the  Macon  road,  four  miles  below  East  Point. 

On  Sunday,  October  24,  the  regiment  was  hurriedly  ordered  out  with 
the  brigade  to  march  toward  East  Point  to  support  the  Second 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  who,  being  in  that  vicinity  after  railroad  iron, 
Avere  reported  to  have  been  attacked  by  a  rebel  force.  After  maiching 
in  that  direction  aboiit  a  mile  Ave  halted  and  stacked  arms.  After  le- 
maining  about  three  hours  Ave  returned  to  camp,  affairs  Avith  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade  having  terminated  all  right. 

On  the  26th  Ave  again  started  on  an  expedition  for  forage,  via  Decatur. 
Returned  on  the  29th,  after  having  marched  about  fifty  miles,  obtaining 
an  abundent  supply  of  forage. 

NoA-ember  5,  pursuant  to  orders,  Ave  struck  tents,  and  at  3  p.  m.  formed 
line  and  started  with  the  brigade,  and  marched  a  little  over  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  on  the  McDonough  road  and  encamped  for  the  night;  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  0th  marched  back  to  the  city  and  reoccupied  our 
former  camps. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  a  rebel  force  having  attacked  our  picket- 
line  near  the  Macon  railroad,  we  Avere  ordered  at  once  to  fall  in,  and 
took  the  double-quick  to  the  outer  line  of  breast- Avorks,  Avhen  the  rebels, 
after  throAving  a  few  shells  at  us,  rapidly  fell  back,  and  avc  quietly  re- 
turned to  camp.  Nothing  further  of  importance  occuried  until  the 
moniing  of  Tuesday,  NoA'ember  15.* 

K.  S.  YAS  VOORITIS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

[Capt.  O.  T.  May,  Acting  Asftiatant  Adjutant- General] 

"For  coutiuuation  of  report,  rclatiiiR  to  tlie  S.waiiijali  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  1. 
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^o.  42. 

Report  of  Maj.  Nicholas  Griimhach^  One  himdred  awl  forty-ninth  Neio 

Yorli  Infantry. 

IlEADQTTAllTEKS  14i)TH  NEW    YORK   VOLTJNTEEKS, 

tSavannah,  Ga.,  December  26, 1864. 

Captain  :  The,  last  report  by  tlie  commaiuler  of  this  regiment  was  to 
the  date  of  September  2, 1804,  tlie  regiment  on  that  night  bivouaekiiig 
in  the  streets  of  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Beptember  3,  the  regiment  and  brigade  mar(;hed  to  the  fortifications 
on  the  soTithern  boundaries  of  the  (dty  and  went  into  camp. 

September  10,  ('ol.  11.  A.  ITainnm,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
Colonel  Ireland,  Avas  ordered  to  the  command  of  the  Third  Brigade, 
and  the  command  of  this  I'egiment  devolved  upon  Maj.  N.  Grunibach. 

September  12,  the  regiment  and  brigade  moved  about  lialf  a  mile 
back  from  the  works  toward  the  city  and  built  winter  quarters.  The 
time  from  this  date  to  Octobei'  11  wasoccujiied  in  working  on  the  inner 
line  of  fortifications,  revieAvs,  parades^,  di'ills,  and  the  usual  routine  ()f 
duties  appertaining  to  camj)  life. 

October  11,  the  regiment  and  brigade  went  on  a  foraging  ex])edition 
to  Flat  llock  and  returned  on  the  14th  with 'train  loaded  with  forage. 

October  19  to  22,  the  regiment  guarded  railroad  train  and  men  en- 
gaged in  tearing  np  rails  on  East  Point  railroad  to  and  frojii  East  Point. 

October  2(),  the  regiment,  Avith  other  troops,  Avent  on  a  foraging  ex- 
pedition to  Yellow  Kiver,  Ga.,  and  leturned  the  29th,  having  met  with 
good  success  and  filling  500  Avagons  Avith  forage.  The  intermediate 
time,  between  October  29  and  XoA'cmher  B,  Avas  ])assed  in  iicrfcn'ming 
the  usual  duties  of  camj). 

November  5,  regiment  broke  camp  at  3  p.  m.,  and,  with  brigade  and 
division,  mo\'ed  ont  on  the  McDonough  road  and  bivouacked  till  Novem- 
ber 6;  the  order  to  march  having  been  countermanded,  the  regiment 
returned  to  camp  at  Atlanta  at  12  m. 

November  9,  at  (i  a.  ni.  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry,  estimated  at  1,200, 
attacked  the  Avorks  in  front  of  us  Avitli  shell  and  Avcre  repulsed,  leaving 
3  men  killed  and  2  Avounded.  Casualties  on  our  side,  }ione.  The  time 
from  November  9  to  the  15th  Avas  principally  spent  in  preparing  for  the 
grand  cam])aign  Avhicli  Avas  to  folloAv.* 

Respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

NICHOLAS  GRUMBACH,- 
Major,  Commanilina  Reqiment. 

Capt.  O.  T.  May, 

Acting  Amiistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  43. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  T.  Ward,  JJ.  8.  Army,  commanding  Third 

Division. 

Hdqrs.  Thied  Division,  Twentieth  Aemy  Corps, 

Cheres  Jlovse,  S.  C,  January  4,  1865. 
Colonel  :  I  haA-e  the  honor  to  submit  the  folloAving  report  of  o])er- 
ations  of  this  division  from  the  occupation  of  Atlanta,,  September  2, 
18G4,  to  the  occupation  of  SaA'annah,  December  21, 1804: 

September  2,  a  report  has  already  been  forAvarded  of  the  capture  of 
Atlanta,  and  of  the  position  of  troojjs  in  the  city;  so  that  it  is  now 

*  For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  tlu;  SaA-ajinali  fanii)aiLni,  see  Vol.  XL1V> 
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ninioccRsary  to  icpcat.  Tlie  troops  remained  in  tlio  same  position  nn- 
til  Kt'jitcinlJcr  j!3,  wlieii  the  First  Brigade  and  one  regiment,  Twenty- 
sixth  Wi.iconsin,  of  the  Third  Brigade,  were  moved  to  the  railroad 
bridge  o^•er  the  Chattahoochee  Eiver,  -where  they  remained  nntil  the 
c<>mmeiic.emei;t  of  tlie  campaign  just  ended.  Of  the  foraging  parties 
sent  out  from  Atlanta  and  the  railroad  biidge  I  know  nothing  myself, 
having  been  home  on  leave  of  absence.  Inclosed  I  forward  the  report 
<)f  Col.  Daniel  ])nstin,  One  hnndred  and  fifth  Illinois  Vohinteer  Jn- 
fantry,  Avho  commanded  the  division  dnring  my  absence,  also  tlie  reports 
of  assistant  qnartei'mastcr  and  commissary  of  subsistence  as  to  a-mounts 
of  forage  and  subsistence  taken  from  the  country  at  that  time.  On  the 
5tli  day  of  December  [November],  i)ursu{int  to  an  order  received  from 
IMajor-General  Slocuin,  the  division  moved  out  of  town  on  the  Mc- 
Donough  road,  but  was  ordered  to  its  old  campthcnext  morniixg.  One 
man  from  the  Thirty-third  Indiana  was  killed  while  on  the  skirmish 
line.  Oil  the  (>th  [Dth]  the  enemy  made  a  slight  demonstration  ou  our 
lines,  fired  a  few  shells,  but  retired  without  doing  any  damage.  On  the 
13th  day  of  November,  pursuant  to  an  order  from  corps  headquarters,  I 
ordered  Colonel  Smitli,  commanding  First  Brigade,  to  move  his  com- 
mand toward  the  city,  destroying  the  track  of  the  railroad,  until  he 
met  a  party  of  the  First  Division  Avorking  on  the  road  ti'om  the  town. 
This  was  done.* 

Yery  respectfully,  &c., 

W.  T.  WAED, 
Brigadicr-Gcncrnl,  Comfli/.  Third  J)iv.,  20th  Army  Corps. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  44. 


Reports  of  Col.  Daniel  Dustin,  One  hundred  and  fifth  Illinois  Infantry, 
commanding  Third.  JHvision. 

Hdqes.  Second  Bkio.,  Thied  Div.,  SOth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  26,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  division  during 
the  time  that  I  had  the  honor  to  command  it,  as  follows: 

1  assumed  command  on  the  23d  day  of  September,  Brigadier-General 
Ward  being  absent  on  leave.  I  found  the  First  Brigade  in  command 
of  Colonel  Smith,  of  the  One  hundred  and  second  Illinois,  the  Second 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bloodgood,  of  the  Twenty-second  Wisconsin, 
and  the  Third  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Buckingham,  of  the  Twentieth 
Connecticut.    The  position  of  the  command  was  not  changed  until  the 

,  when  by  order  from  corps  headquarters  the  First  Brigade  was 

sent  to  the  Chattahoochee  Eiver  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  the  rail- 
road bridge  ou  the  Chattanooga  and  Atlanta  Eailroad,  and  on  the  [8th 
of  0<;toberJ  the  Twenty-sixth  Wisconsin,  of  the  Third  Brigade,  was 
also  sent  to  the  same  place,  reporting  to  Colonel  Smith.  Tlie  picket 
duty  of  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  consisted  in  guarding  their 
front,  extending  from  the  McDonough  road  on  the  right,  and  connect- 
ing with  the  pickets  of  the  Second  Division  to  the  Atlanta  and  Au- 
gusta Eailroad  on  the  left,  and  connecting  with  the  i^ickets  of  the  First 

*  For  coutiiiuiition  of  report,  relating  to  the  Suvaiiiiali  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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Division.  Dnriiij^f  tlip  month  of  October  lieavy  details  were  made  from 
the  Seeond  and  Third  brigades  for  work  npon  thi-  fortifications,  then 
being  erected  in  and  around  the  city  of  Atlanta.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Powers,  of  the  Fifty-fifth  Ohio;  had  charge  of  this  Tvorking  party,  and 
the  men  performed  a  large  amount  of  hard  labor  upon  these  ■works. 
During  the  month  of  October  four  largo  foraging  expeditions  were  sent 
out  from  Atlanta  by  authority  of  the  cor]).s  commander.  For  each  of 
these  expeditions  the  division  furnished  one  brigade.  The  Third  Bri- 
gade accompanied  the  first  expedition,  which  went  f)ut  on  the  [11th  of 
October],  under  the  command  of  Urigadier-Geneial  Geary,  and  re- 
turned on  the  fourth  day.  The  Second  Brigade  went  with  tljc  second 
expedition,  which  started  on  the  10th,  and  was  commanded  by  Colonel 
Kobinson,  of  the  First  Division,  and  also  retiu'ued  on  the  fourth  day. 
The  third  expedition  started  on  the  21st  and  was  under  my  connnand. 
The  Third  Brigade  formed  a  part  of  this  expedition,  together  with  the 
First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Colonel  Selfridge,  and  the  Second  [First] 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  Colonel  Flynn.  This  ex])edition  returned 
on  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  with  928  wagon  load.s  of  forage,  mak- 
ing a  quicker  trip  and  bringing  in  a  larger  amount  of  forage  than  any 
other  expedition.  Attention  is  called  to  my  special  report  of  this  ex 
pedition,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed.  The  Second  Brigade, 
Avhich,  on  account  of  the  illness  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bloodgood,  was 
commanded  by  Major  Brant,  of  the  Eighty-fifth  Indiana,  was  detailed 
to  accompany  the  fourth  and  last  expedition,  under  Brigadier-General 
Geary,  which  left  Atlanta  on  the  2Gth  and  returned  on  the  fourth  day. 
All  these  expeditions  were  a  complete  success,  and  proved  of  great  im- 
portance in  the  way  of  subsistence,  considering  the  iuterru])tions  in 

our  lines  of  communication.    On  the of  September  the  division 

was  reviewed  by  Major-General  Slocum,  and,  considering  the  long  and 
tedious  campaign  just  closed,  ajid  the  difiiculty  of  securing  new  cloth- 
ing, the  command  presented  a  very  creditable  appearance,  and  Mas 
well  spoken  of  by  the  reviewing  oflicer.    The  tran.sportation  was  w(^ll 

arranged  and  in  good  condition.    On  the 1  was  relieved  by  the 

return  of  Brigadier-General  Ward. 

In  conclusion  1  desire  to  express  my  high  appreciation  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  command  for  their  efficiency  and  prompt  attention  to 
duty.  My  thaidvs  are  specially  due  to  the  members  of  the  division  staff 
for  the  great  kindness  and  courtesy  extended  to  nie  \\iiile  exercising 
the  brief  authority  of  division  commander,  and  for  tlie  substantial 
assistance  they  gave  me  on  all  occasions. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

DAEL.  DUSTIN, 
Colonel  lO.'ith  Illinois   Volu7iteers,  Comdg.  Second  Brigade. 

Capt.  John  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[Iiiclosiire,] 

Hdqrs.  Thied  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  M,  1801. 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  tlie  late  foraging  expedi- 
tio]i  under  my  charge  moved  from  the  city  as  per  order  at  (>  a.  ni.  on 
the  21  st  instant.  The  troops  consisted  of  the  fi)llowing :  First  Brigade, 
First  Division,  under  Colonel  Selfridge,  1,000  men;  Second  [Flrstj  Bii 
gade,  Second  Division,  under  Colonel  J'lynii,  1,000  men;  Third  Brigade, 
Third  Division,  under  Lieutenaut-Colonel  Buckingham,  888  men;  cav- 
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airy  under  Colonel  Garrard,  400  men ;  total,  3,288  men ;  also  two  bat- 
teries of  artillery.  Captain  Winegar.  The  cx)niniand  moved  direct  to 
Decatnr,  w-liere  tlie  train  wru  i»arked  for  more  ox)mplete  organization. 
From  Decatnr  we  took  the  direct  road  to  Latimar's,  with  cavalry  in 
advance.  DetJichments  of  cavalry  were  also  sent  on  the  road  to  tlie 
right  to  Flat  Shoals,  and  to  the  left  toward  Stone  Mountain,  all  con- 
vei'ging  at  Latiuiar's,  where  we  encamjK'd  for  the  first  night.  On  the 
22d  some  450  wagons  were  loaded  in  season  to  move  back  two  miles  and 
a  half  toward  ])ecatur  to  Snapiinger  Creek,  where  we  encani])ed  for 
the  second  night.  By  noon  of  the  2M  all  the  wagons  Avere  loaded,  and 
at  1  p.  m.  the  head  of  the  column  moved  out  on  the  return  march  \\'ith 
the  intention  of  parking  at  Decatur  for  the  third  night.  Just  at  this 
time  Colonel  Carman,  with  his  brigadCj  reported  with  communication 
from  corps  headquarters.  Coming  up  m  our  rear,  he  moved  his  bri- 
gade to  the  head  of  the  column,'  which  occasioned  some  delay  in  the 
march.  The  last  of  the  train  was  parked  at  Decatur  at  1.30  o'clock  at 
night.  The  command  moved  from  Dexiatur  for  Atlanta  at  7  a.  m.  of  the 
24th.  No  enemy  was  seen,  except  a  few  straggling  cavalrymen,  1  of 
whom  was  taken  prisoner.  But  one  or  two  acts  of  unwarrantable  pil- 
laging were  reported. 

Four  hundred  wagons  can  be  loaded  with  corn  in  the  vicinity  of 
Latimai''s.  A  considerable  quantity  is  reported  two  or  three  miles 
north  of  Lithouia.  The  ra])id  manner  in  which  the  wagons  were  loaded 
and  the  quick  return  of  the  expedition  is  to  be  ascribed,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  the  efficiency  of  the  biigade  conimauders,  and  to  the 
piomi)t  and  energetic  personid  attention  which  they  gave  to  the  work 
assigned  to  theii*  commands.  The  wagon  train  was  n  most  unwieldy 
thing,  and  under  bo  many  untoward  circumstances  the  quartermaster 
of  the  expedition.  Captain  Sununers,  deserves  great  credit  for  his  un- 
tiring Industry  in  the  execution  of  his  ai'duous  duties,  and  for  the  suc- 
cess that  attended  bis  exertions.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ilurst,  Seventy- 
third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  deserves  much  commendation  for  th(>. 
eflicieut  ajid  diligent  performance  of  his  difficult  duties  a«  general  held 
officer  during  the  entire  expedition. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  hereafter  these  expeditions  should  not  be 
encumbered  with  more  than  400  wagons,  and  that  measures  be  taken 
to  prevent  an  increase  of  this  number  by  a  thorough  organization  of 
the  train  on  the  day  before  starting. 

liespectfully  submitted. 

DANL.  DUSTIN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Third  Division,  Ticentinth  Army  Corps. 

Lieut.  Col.  II.  W.  Fekkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

ADDENDA. 

IIdqes.  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

.     Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  25,  18(H. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Tiventieth  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  Avith  my  report  that 
of  Captain  Summers,  assistant  quartermaster,  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
forage  train.  I  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  difference  between  tlie 
number  of  wagons  as  given  verbally  by  me,  and  tliat  stated  in  the 
accompanying  report.    It  is  owhig  to  the  fact  that  the  officer,  by  whom 
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I  was  informed,  eonnted  tlie  Tvagons  ■when  parked  at  night,  "while  C!ap- 
tain  Summers  cansfHl  them  to  be  carefully  counted  in  the  daytime  when 
on  the  march.    1  have  no  doubt  that  the  luimber  he  gives  is  correct. 
1  am,  coloiicl,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANL.  DUSTm, 
Colonel,  Commanding  JMvision. 


Qmrs.  Dept.;  Third  Beig.,  Second  Div.,  20Tn  A.  C, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  i>i,  1864. 

Capt.  IT.  M.  WniTTELSFA', 

Acting  Chief  (Jmrtcrmastcr,  Twentieth  Army  Corpn  : 

SiK :  As  quartermaster  in  charge  of  the  recent  foraging  exi)cdition  I 
have  the  honor  respectfully  to  make  the  following  reprfft: 

The  train  started  from  Atlanta  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  in  consid- 
erable confnsion,  owing  to  the  illness  and  absence  of  Captain  Lacey, 
who  had  been  selected  to  take  charge  of  the  train,  and  as  1  was  unex- 
pectedly called  upon  to  fill  his  place  1  could  do  no  better  than  to  talce 
such  general  instructions  and  lists  of  wagons  as  were  furnished  to  him 
and  push  forward  the  train,  expecting  to  halt  a  few  miles  out  of  towni, 
and,  if  possible,  perfect  an  organization.  About  one  mile  beyond 
Decatur,  Colonel  ])ustin,  in  command  of  the  expedition,  halted,  and  an 
attempt  was  made  to  organize  the  train,  but  it  was  discovered  that  the 
number  of  wagons  was  so  great  and  the  confusion  was  so  complete  that 
the  attempt  to  organize  was  abandoned  until  the  halt  for  the  night,  and 
on  the  appearance  of  the  cavalry  command  the  expedition  moved  for- 
ward to  its  destination.  On  the  same  evening  the  train  was  ]>arked 
and  the  organization  again  attempted.  On  the  examination  of  lists,  per- 
mits, and  reports  it  was  found  that  the  following  list  of  the  wagons 
and  officers  present  is  as  i^erfect  as  could  be  made: 

W.igons, 
First  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  ordnance  and  supply  train  (Lieut.  E. 

K.Carley) 104 

Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  ordnance  and  supply  train  (Lieut. 

William  Saegor) 126 

Third  Division,  Twentieth  Array  Corps,  ordnance  and  supply  train  (Lieuten- 
ant Tabor) 107 

Corps  headquarters  and  artillery  brigade  (no  officer) 44 

Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  hospital 2 

Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  hospital 6 

Cavalry  brigade  (Captain  Ketterman) 75 

Department  of  the  Cumberland  (Lieutenant  Poud) 50 

Artillery  brigade,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  (Lieutenant  Fluskey ) 33 

Reserve  artillery  (Lieutenant  Oslum) 10 

PoKt  teams,  Captain  Hade's  (no  officer) 20 

Secoud  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps  (Lieutenant  Hatfield) 20 

General  Thomas'  headquarters  (no  officer) 33 

Hospital  department.  Twenty -third  Army  Corp.s  (no  officer) 2 

Lieutenant  Lyon,  Twenty-third  Array  Corps  (no  officer) 9 

First  Missouri  Engineers  (Lieut.  John  Murphy) 10 

Lieutenant  Erdmann,  Department  of  the  Cumberland  headquarters  (no  officer)  25 

First  Michigan  Engineers  (Captain  McCrath) 18 

Ordnance  wagons,  Third  Division  (no  officer) 12 

Capt.  A.  Edwards,  chief  quartermaster  (no  officer) 4 

Capt.  Samuel  Bonsall,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  (no  officer) 2 

Miscellaneous  army  wagons,  without  ptsrmits 113 

Ambulances  of  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Array  Corps  (Lieutenant  Stevens)  25 

Ambulances  of  headquarters  and  other  commands  (no  officer) 26 

Total  number  of  wagons  and  ambuhmces 876 
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On  the  inoniing  of  tlio  22d  those  detachments  of  the  train  wliich  had 
a  ])('nnaneiit  organization  and  offleers  in  charge  (numbering  over  500 
wagons)  Avere  sent  oiit  iu  various  dii'ections  witli  fall  details  of  men  for 
guarding  and  loading,  furnished  by  Colonel  Dustin,  and  the  trains  re- 
turned during  the  same  afternoon  and  evening  gejierally  well  filled 
with  corn.  On  the  same  afternoon,  by  order  of  Colonel  Dustin,  the 
train  started  on  its  return  home  and  marched  about  three  miles,  when 
it  was  halted  and  parked  and  the  organization  perfected  as  far  as  ])os- 
sible  by  assigning  otlieers  to  take  (charge  of  the  consolidated  miscella- 
neous Avagons.  On  the  inorning  of  the  23d  all  the  emjity  Avagons 
(amounting  to  over  300)  Avere  sent  out  under  the  charge  of  oliieers  des- 
ignated, and  duriTig  the  afternoon  they  returned,  nearly  all  the  wagojis 
being  well  filled  Avith.  corn.  This  e.om])leted  our  work,  and  the  expedi- 
tion again  started  on  the  return  to  Atlanta,  inarching  as  far  as  Decatur, 
AA'here  it  arriA'ed  and  encamped  qnitelate  in  the  evening.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  24th  the  expeditiim  marciied  to  Atlanta,  and  the  A'arious 
trains  returned  to  their  i^espectiA-e  (■ain])s.  I  have  tlie  i)leasure  of  re- 
porting that  all  tlie  quartermasters  and  officeis  in  charge  of  the  trains 
and  assigned  to  such  duty  by  me  (as  far  as  my  observation  extended) 
conducted  the  business  assigned  to  them  in  an  energetic  and  eflicient 
manner,  and  appeared  to  fully  and  kindly  appreciate  the  some\vhat  em- 
barrassing circumstances  under  Avhich  I  was  ]ilaced  iu  being  unexpect- 
edly called  to  take  charge  of  tlie  unwieldy  and  extremely  misc<'llaneous 
ti'ain.  I  desire  parti(!idarly  to  expressmy  obligations  to  Lieutenant  Pond, 
of  the  ]3epartmelit  of  the  Cumberland,  and  Lieutenant  Taljor,  of  the 
Third  Division,  for  valuable  assistance.  I  regret  to  be  called  upon  to 
notice  one  case  of  inefficiency  on  the  i)artof  the  Avagou-master  in  charge 
of  Captain  Hade's  wagons.  A  ])()rtion  of  the  teams  in  his  charge  were 
so  late  in  reaching  the  corn-fields  to  Avhich  they  Averc  directed  that  the 
Avagons  could  not  be  filled  in  time  to  reaeh  camp  before  the  train  Avas 
ordered  to  moA'c  on  its  return  home. 

An  actual  and  careful  count  of  the  wagons,  ambulances,  and  other 
vehicles,  made  by  my  order  between  Decatur  and  Atlanta,  on  the  return 
of  the  trains,  sIioavs  the  follo\A'ing  result: 

Aniiy  Avagons 825 

Ainliulances 51 

OtlxT  vehicles  (one-horse  wngons,  oarrifiges,  &c.) 48 

Ox  teams 4 

Total 928 

Nearly  all  the  army  wagons  and  ambulances  were  well  filled  with 
corn,  averaging  to  the  wagons  about  15  bushels  (sheUed)  to  the  load 
and  about  6  bushels  to  each  ambulance — 607,380  pounds  of  corn. 

Of  course  it  will  be  apparent  to  the  comprehension  of  every  person 
that  such  an  immense  train,  Avith  a  large  portion  of  it  extremely  disor- 
ganized, formed  a  most  unwieldy  machine  to  manage,  and  no  one  can 
be  more  conscious  than  myself  that  many  glaring  imperfections  ccrnld 
be  pointed  out.  1  respectfully  recommend  that  hereafter  no  trains  of 
such  size  be  permitted  to  start  on  foraging  expeditions. 

I  desire  to  express  my  grateful  feelings  for  the  kindness  and  attention 
of  Colonel  Du.stin,  commanding  the  expedition.  Ills  assistance  enabled 
me  partially  at  least  to  organize  the  chaotic  mass  of  animals,  wagons, 
and  men  attached  to  the  train.  Ilis  prompt  and  energetic  action  in  the 
furnishing  of  details  to  guard  and  load  the  wagons  enabled  the  officers 
to  fill  their  trains  Avith  dispatch,  and  his  conduct  was  that  of  a  careful, 
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prudent,  and  energetic  comTnander,  as  well  as  a  eonrt«ons  and  aftxeeable 
officer  and  gentleman. 

Hoping  this  report  will  convey  all  the  information  you  require,  I  re- 
main, very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  MOSES  SUMMEES, 

Captain,  Asst.  Quartermaster,  3d  Brig.,  M  Div.,  JSOth  Army  Corps. 


No.  45. 


Report  of  Maj.  Hiland  H.  Clay,  One  hundred  and  second  Illinois  Infan- 
try, First  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  One  hundred  and  second  Illinois  Vols., 

December  24,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  of 
the  One  liuudred  and  second  Kegiment  Illinois  Volunteers  from  the  2d 
day  of  September  to  the  2(>th  day  of  December,  18G4: 

When  the  city  of  Atlanta  was  first  occupied  by  our  forces,  September 
2,  the  regiment  was  stationed  north  of  the  Chattahoochee  River.  It 
marched  on  the  ICth  of  September  to  Atlanta,  and  remained  encamped 
in  the  suburbs  of  the  city  until  the  SOth  of  the  same  month  when  it  re- 
turned to  the  Chattahoochee  and  was  assigned  a  position  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river,  protecting  the  railroad  bridge.  On  the  18th  day  of 
October  Captain  Sedwick  with  lifty  men  was  sent  out  to  recapture  a 
number  of  horses  and  mules  which  the  enemy  had  driven  oif,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  recovering  three  horses  and  two  mules.  Capt.  George  W. 
Woolly,  Company  F.  with  a  detachment  fiom  the  regiment,  participated 
in  a  foraging  expedition  which  started  out  on  the  18th  of  October  and 
returned  on  20th  of  that  month.  The  teams  that  were  sent  out  returned 
loaded  with  forage. 

About  the  last  of  October  Capt.  D.  W.  Sedwick  commanded  a  detach- 
ment from  the  regiment  which  foraged  in  the  same  locality  (lloswell 
Factory).  The  expedition,  which  comprised  details  from  the  several 
regiments  of  the  brigade,  returned  with  thirty-seven  loads  of  forage 
and  three  wagon  loads  of  potatoes.  Two  other  foraging  parties  were 
sent  out  under  officers  of  my  command  during  the  time  the  regiment 
was  stationed  at  the  Chattahoochee  Elver,  but  the  officers  who  were 
in  charge  being  absent  at  this  time  no  report  of  their  operations  can 
be  furnished. 

The  regiment  participated  in  the  work  of  destroying  the  railroad 
between  the  Chattahoochee  and  Atlanta  on  the  12th  of  October ;  ])rob- 
ably  tore  up  three-fourths  of  a  mile  of  the  railroad  track.     November 
14,  marched  to  Atlanta  and  joined  the  division.* 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

H.  H.  CLAY, 
Major,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  A.  H.  Trego, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Brigade. 

*  For  continiiatiou  of  report,  relating  to  the  Siivanuali  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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No.  40. 

licport  of  Maj.  Henry  D.  Brotcn,  One  hundred  and  fifth  lllinmH  In- 
fantry. 

Hdqrs.  105th  liLiNois  Infantry  Voluntkeus, 

Savannah,J}a.,  December  3^1,  186d. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  a  report  of  tlie  part 
taken  by  my  regiment  in  the  late  operations,  commencing  the  2il  day 
of  August  [September],  18ti4,  and  ending  with  the  present  date: 

When  the  city  of  Atlanta  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  troops  of 
the  Twentieth  Corps,  my  regiment,  then  in  command  of  Colonel  Uustin, 
was  left  at  the  Chattahoochee  lliver  to  guard  the  bridges  and  stores 
remaining  there.  After  the  16th  of  September  all  the  regiments  of  the 
First  Brigade,  except  the  One  hundietl  and  fifth,  having  moved  down  to 
Atlanta,  this  command,  in  connection  with  the  Twenty-sixth  Wisconsin 
Infantry,  did  tlie  duty  at  the  river.  Strong  works  were  prepared  and 
the  utmost  vigilance  exercised  to  guard  against  guerrillas  and  ma- 
rauders who  infested  the  country  thereabouts.  Colonel  Dustin  assumed 
command  of  the  brigade,  in  the  absence  of  Colonel  Harrison,  on  the  V6t\\ 
of  Sei)tember,  when  Lieutenant-ColonelDutton  commanded  the  regiment 
until  the  9th  of  October,  when,  having  received  leave  of  absence,  he  lett 
for  Illinois.  Since  his  absence  I  have  had  command.  While  lying  at 
the  river  frequent  details  were  made  for  foraging  purposes.  The  First 
Brigade  having  moved  back  from  Atlanta  on  Ist  of  October,  all  tlie 
regiments  furnished  men,for  foraging  parties.  On  the  24th  of  October 
I  was  sent  out  in  charge  of  a  x)arty  of  550  men  and  a  train  of  wagons,  to 
be  gone  three  days.  On  the  second  day  out  the  i)arty  was  attacked  by 
a  force  of  guerrillas  several  times.  I  parked  the  train,  deployed  the  men 
into  line,  and  drove  them  off  without  any  loss.  Arrived  in  camii  with 
train  well  loaded  with  ]irovisions.  On  the  7tli  of  Novenibcr  an  order 
was  received  at  these  headquarters  transferring  the  One  hundred  and 
fifth  into  the  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Dustin  being  placed  in  command 
of  brigade.  During  the  campaign  just  closed  my  regiment  has  borne 
an  honorable  i)art.  We  left  camp  at  Chattahoochee  River  on  the  morn- 
ing of  14th  of  November,  and,  until  we  camped  before  Savannah,  was  on 
the  march  through  Georgia,  tearing  up  railroad  tracks  and  doing  other 
duty.    The  march  was  rapid.  • 

H.  D.  BROWN, 
Major,  Commanding  licgiment. 

Lieut.  A.  II.  Trego. 
Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  1st  Brig.,  3d  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps. 


No.  47. 
Reports  of  Maj.  Zachariah  S.  Bagan,  Seventieth  Indiana  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Seventieth  Indiana, 
Turner's  Ferry,  Chattahoochee  River,  6a.,  October  23,  1861. 
Lieutenant:  In  compliance  with  a  request  of  General  Slocum,  1 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  detailed  account  of  the  skir- 
mishing of  part  of  my  command  with  the  rebels  on  the  19th  instant : 

About  11.30  a.  m.  information  reached  me  that  rebel  cavalry  were 
seen  down  the  river.  I  ordered  out  immediately  Captain  Carson,  with 
thirty  men,  instructed  to  proceed  cautiously  down  the  river  at  about  two 

*  For  coutinuatiou  of  report,  rcliitiug  to  the  SuvauuaU  (.auipaigu,  aee  Vol,  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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miles  distant,  and  parallel  with  the  rivcx-.  Lieuteuautllardenbrook,  with 
thirty  men,  was  ordered  down  between  Captain  Carson's  force  and  the 
river,  Avith  instructions  to  support  ea(ih  other  in  the  case  of  necessity. 
Captain  Tansey  and  Lieutenant  McCracken,  with  thirty  men,  were 
crossed  over  the  river  on  the  south  side,  and  sent  down  on  that  side. 
After  moving  out  two  miles  and  a  half  Captain  Carson  engaged  the 
advance  guard  of  the  enemy.  Aft«r  considerable  skirmishing  drove 
them  back  one  mile  and  a  half  near  the  main  force,  where  they  dis- 
mounted and  occupied  some  old  works  and  houses,  and  kept  up  a  fight 
for  several  hours.  During  this  time  Lieutenant  Hardenbrook  hud  come 
in  contact  with  another  party,  on  or  near  the  river  at  Howell's  ]'crry. 
Toward  night  the  enemy  retreated  and  fell  back  on  to  their  main  force, 
■which  by  this  time  became  apparejit  from  the  noise,  confusion,  and  hal- 
looing, as  tlumgh  they  were  driving  stock.  During  the  time  that  Cap- 
tain Carson  was  so  briskly  engaged  I  sent  out  Lieutenant  Stafford,  with 
fifteen  men,  to  support  him,  and  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  flanking  or 
coming  around  in  his  rear.  Shortly  after  this  I  received  orders  liom 
brigade  headquarters  to  order  my  men  in,  and  did  so.  Owing  to  the 
fact  that  my  men  were  deployed  and  instructed  to  keep  themselves  con- 
fined to  the  woods,  so  as  not  to  allow  the  enemy  to  ascertain  their 
strength,  together  with  the  bold  dash  and  rapid  firing,  led  the  enemy  to 
suppose  that  they  were  the  skirmish  line  of  a  heavy  force.  Under  this 
false  impression  they  pulled  up  stakes  and  marched  till  0  o'clock  that 
evening,  crossing  Sweet  Water.  Before,  however,  they  gained  shelter 
under  the  old  breast-works,  my  men  unhorsed.a  number  of  them,  and  a 
lady  who  lives  near  where  the  skirmishing  took  place  states  that  they 
pressed  her  wagon  to  haul  off  3  wounded  men,  2  of  tlu?m  badly  shtit 
through  the  body,  and  the  other  through  the  shoulder.  Tliey  also 
had  an  ambulance  along,  but  these  Av'cre  all  the  wounded  that  the  lady 
saw.  There  were  no  casualties  on  our  side.  From  a  reconnaissance 
made  on  the  21st  by  Lieutenant  Hardenbrook,  and  forty-five  men,  he 
ascertained  that  at  the  time  the  skirmi.shingtook  place  that  the  enemy 
lay  just  below  the  Howell's  Ferry  road,  and  extended  from  the  river  to 
Mitchell's  Cross-Koads,  a  distance  of  four  miles.  They  had  some  cattle 
and  4()-odd  prisoners.  Had  no  artillery  that  we  can  learn;  were  strictly 
cavalry, -nithout  any  baggage  train;  represented  to  be  three  or  four 
brigades,  by  some  as  being  3,000  strong. 

Among  the  names  of  oflicers  in  command  v,eve  Ceneral  Armstrong, 
said  to  be  commandhig  division,  Genenils  Jackson  and  Ferguson,  and 
one  <»tlier  (the  name  not  given)  as  comman(h;rs  of  brigades.  Their 
movement  was  westward,  said  to  be  in  the  direction  of  13luc  Mountain, 
and  not  to  have  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  Itiver.  Boasted  that  they 
had  got  ahead  of  General  Kilpatrick  this  time,  &c. 

Z.  a.  ItAGAX, 
Major,  t'ommandimj  ^Heccntleth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Lieut.  J.  H.  Snyueb, 

Acting  Asdintant  Adjutimi- General. 

HEADcitiAiiTEiiH  Seventieth  Indiana, 

Turner's  Ferry,  October  21^  ISOl. 
_   Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  relating  to 
mtormatioii  olicited  to-day  from  a  reconnaissance  made  by  a  portion  of 
my  lorce :  •'      ^ 

The  enemy  that  my  jiien  e»coiintere(I  on  the  l!)th  a]ipeav.  from  the 
discu->-uiics  tiuice  made,  to  have  been  four  brigades  of  cavalry.  General 
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Arinstroug  commanding  division,  Generals  Jackson,  Ferguson,  and  one 
other  general  (nanie  not  known),  coniinimding  brigiides.  They  were 
mounted  on  mules  and  horses,  many  of  thciui  witliont  saihlles.  They 
came  in  on  the  Gunpowder  road,  via  Powder  Springs,  and  seemed  to 
have  intended  crossing  at  this  and  Howell's  Ferry,  but  my  detachment, 
meeting  their  advance  guard  at  two  different  points,  deployed,  drove 
them  back  one  mile  and  a  half,  and  doubtless  tliey  were  deceived  and 
thought  my  force  to  be  the  advance  of  a  strong  force.  Tliey  fell  back 
(the  citizens  say)  in  great  excitement  across  or  in  tlio  direction  of  Sweet 
Water.  They  crossed  their  cattle  over  the  Ohattahoochee  that  night 
about  midnight,  yet  the  force  were  still  ent;amped  seven  or  eight  miles 
below  here  last  night.  Have  no  intimations  of  their  movements  or  in- 
tentions since.  The  signs  of  the  enemy  seen  by  my  men  to-day  corrobo- 
rate the  statements  of  the  citizens  and  negroes  in  that  vicinity.  There 
was  no  artillery  seen.  They  had  41  Union  soldiers,  prisoners  reported 
to  have  been  captured  at  Smyrna. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  S.  ItAGAN, 
Major  J  Gommandintj  lieyimcnt. 
Coh  F.  0.  Smith, 

Gomdg.  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps. 


'So.  48. 


Report  of  Col.  Daniel  Dustin,  One  hundred  and  fifth  Illinois  Infantry, 
commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Hdqus.  Second  Brig.,  Thibd  Uiv.,  20tu  Akmy  Ooiirs, 

(Savannah,  Oa.,  December. 27,  ISiil. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  my  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  from  the  time 
I  assumed  conmiand  on  the  9th  day  of  November  to  the  21st  day  ot 
December.  I  also  transmit  herewith  the  reports  of  my  regimental  coiii- 
mauders,  embracing  the  time  from  the  occupation  of  Atlanta,  on  tlie 
lid  day  of  September,  to  the  (lapture  of  Savannah,  on  the  21st  instant: 

By  special  order  from  corps  headquarters  I  assumed  command  of  tliis 
brigade  on  the  9th  day  of  November,  my  own  regiment  (the  One  hun- 
dr^  and  fifth  Illinois)  still  remaining  in  the  First  Brigatle.  I  thus 
relieved  Lieutenant-Colonel  Crane,  of  the  Eighty-fifth  Indiana,  the 
ranking  officer  of  this  brigade.  Colonel  Crane  was  in  command  but  for 
a  few  days,  and  to  relieve  him  from  the  necessity  of  making  a  Ke])arate 
report  as  brigade  commander,  it  may  be  here  stated  that  nothing  of . 
particular  interest  occurred  while  he  was  in  command,  excepting  that 
on  the  5th  day  of  November  the  brigade  moved  out  on  the  McDonongii 
road  for  the  distance  of  two  miles,  and  then  encamped.  On  the  <)tii  i( 
was  ordered  back  to  its  original  position  near  Atlanta.  Before  return- 
ing, and  just  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  a  dash  upou  our 
])icket-line  was  made  by  a  squad  of  rebel  cavalry,  aiid  1  man  from  the 
Thirty-third  Indiana  A'eteran  Volunteers  was  killed.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  the  9th  of  November  our  lines  were  disturbed  by  artillery 
firing  from  the  enemy,  who  had  placed  two  guns  in  position  at  a  point 
a  short  distance  to  the  right  of  the  Decatur  roitd.  From  this  point 
some  fifteen  or  twenty  shells  were  thrown  into  our  lines,  soine  of  them 
bursting  within  and  close  upon  the  encampment  of  the  Eighty-fifth 
Indiana.  Tlie  brigade  was  promptly  und^-  arms,  but  the  firing  soon 
ceased,  and  no  further  demonstration  was  made  in  our  front. 
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On  assuming  command  of  the  brigade,  I  found  it  orgaui/ed  as  fol- 
lows :  Tliirty-tliird  Indiana  Veteran  Volunteers,  Lieuteuant-Goloiiel  Bur- 
ton, G3G  men ;  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bloodgood,  711  inen;  Nineteentli  Michigan  Volunteers,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Baker,  703  men;  Eighty-iifth  Indiana  Volunteers,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Crane,  G40  men;  grand  aggregate,  2,690  men.  Of  this  number 
the  total  present  was  1,531  men;  number  of  muskets  present,  1,222.  I 
found  the  Nineteenth  Michigan  detached  and  on  duty  in  the  city  of  At- 
lanta, reporting  to  Colonel  Crane,  One  hundred  and  seventh  New  York 
Volunteers,  commanding  a  provisional  brigade. 

On  tlie  11th  I  announced  the  brigade  staff  as  follows:  Maj.  Wilson 
Ilobbs,  Eighty-fifth  Indiana,  surgeon  in  chief;  Capt.  A.  G.  Kellam, 
Twenty-second  Wisconsin,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general;  Capt. 
William  Bones,  Twenty-second  Wisconsin,  acting  assistant  inspector- 
general;  Capt.  U.  J.  Easton,  Nineteenth  Michigan,  acting  aide-de-camp; 
Lieut.  H.  C.  Johnson,  Thirty-thiid  Indiana,  topographical  engineer  and 
acting  aide-de-camp;  Lieut.  L.  M.  Wing,  Nineteenth  Michigan,  acting 
assistant  (luartermaster;  Lieut.  W.  S.  Harbert,  Eighty-fifth  Indiana, 
acting  commissary  of  subsistence;  Lieut.  C,  A.  Booth,  Twenty-second 
Wisconsin,  provost-marshal;  Lieut.  II.  C-  Brown,  Eighty-fifth  Indiana, 
brigade  ambulance  oflicer;  Lieut.  John  Hart,  Thirty -third  Indiana, 
pioneer  officer.* 

IlespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANL.  DUSTIN, 
Colunel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
Capt.  John  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  49. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  E.  Burton,  Thirty-third  Indiana  Infantry. 

HdQKS.  TniRTV-TIIIRD   INDIANA  VETERAN   VOLUNTEERS, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Bvcemher  2G,  18(11. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  took  command  of  the  Thirty- 
third  Indiana  Veteran  Volunteers  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  on  the  23d  day  of  Sc])- 
teniber,  18(51,  vice  Maj.  Levin  T.  Miller,  resigned.  The  regiment  was  witli 
tlie  brigade  in  the  defenses  of  the  city,  doing  picket  and  fatigue  duty, 
which  was  daily  occupation,  until  October  IG,  1804,  wlicn,  with  the  bri- 
gade, commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bloodgood  (the  expedition 
commanded  by  Colonel  liobinson),  the  regiment  went  on  a  foraging  ex- 
pedition, making  a  march  of  sixteen  miles,  (;anii)ing  at  Flat  Shoals, 
South  liiver.  Ockjber  17^  18U4,  moved  east  five  miles,  loaded  wagons 
with  corn,  potatoes,  beef,  and  pork ;  returned  and  camped  on  same 
ground.  October  18,  18G4,  moved  out  south  seven  miles;  loaded 
forty  wagons  with  the  above-named  ai'ticles;  sent  100  men  out  uiuler 
connnand  of  Cai)tain  Maze,  who  flanked  and  routed  a  s<puid  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry;  returned  to  same  camp.  October  J9,  18G1,  returned 
to  Atlanta,  resumed  ])icket  and  fatigue  until  the  2Gth  of  October, 
18G4.  Wont  on  foraging  expedition  with  the  brigade,  (jommanded  by 
Major  Brant,  Eighty-fifth  Indiana  (the  expedition  couniianded  by  Geu- 
ernl  Geary),  marching  twenty-four  niih's.  October  27,  18G4,  detailiMl 
fnmi  brigade  with  other  regiments  to  guard  and  load  100  wagons, 

•For  coutinnatiou  of  report,  rolatiuK  to  tlio  Siiviuiuah  tiiiiipali'u,  soo  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I.  • 
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which  was  done  vfith.  the  best  of  corn,  fodder,  &c. ;  returned  to  8iune 
cam]).  October  28, 1864,  marched  seven  miles  past  Stone  Mountain. 
October  21),  18G4,  retni'ued  to  Atlanta,  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles,  lle- 
Runied  picket  duty  until  November  5, 18C4.  Moved  out  four  miles  on 
the  McDonough  road,  went  into  camp,  and  put  out  pickets.  November 
(3, 18()-4,  pickets  were  attacked  by  rebel  cavalry.  The  enemy  was  re- 
]>ulsed  by  a  loss  on  <mr  part  of  1  man  (Hiram  Like,  private.  Company 
li,  Thirty-third  Indiana)  killed.  Iteturned  to  camp  at  Atlanta  and 
resumed  our  former  duties  until  November  15,  1864.* 

JAS.  E.  EUKTON, 
hicutcnant-Golond  TIplrty-third  Indkum  Vvlunteern,  Comdg.  Eegi. 
Oapt.  A.  G.  Kellam, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  i!d  Brig.,  eld  JJiv.,  30th  Army  Corpn. 


No.  50. 
Report  of  Mnj.  Jefferson  E.  Brant,  Eighty -fifth  Indiana  Infantry. 

HDQRS.  ElGHTY-Kll'-'JII  INDIANA  YOLUNTEEB  INFANTRY, 

tiavannah,  Ga.,  December  26,  18G1. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  o])er- 
ations  of  this  regiment  during  the  occupation  of  Atlanta  from  September 
y  to  November  11, 1864: 

From  the  3d  of  September  to  the  4th  of  October  the  regiment  was  in 
position  on  the  right  of  the  Augusta  railroad  and  near  the  line  of  rebel 
A\'orks  that  cover  Atlanta  on  the  southeast.  Uiiring  this  tijLe  the  reg- 
iment changed  position  on  this  line  no  Jess  than  five  times,  but  finally 
went  into  camj)  on  that  i)art  of  the  line  above  described,  near  the  city 
cemetery,  where  it  remained  during  the  occupation  of  Atlanta.  From 
the  4th  to  the  16th  of  October  the  regiment  furnished  from  70  to  110 
men  daily  for  work  on  the  fortifications  tlien  being  constructed.  IJuring 
this  time  it  also  furnished  daily  fifty  enlisted  men  for  picket  on  the  long 
line  which  the  regiment  had  to  cover,  there  being  no  other  troops  on 
this  line  from  the  right  of  the  First  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  to 
the  left  of  the  Thirty-third  Indiana,  a  distance  of  at  least  one  mile. 
Willie  on  this  line  up  to  the  16th  of  October  the  regiment  was  re- 
e([uipped  and  fully  prepared  for  another  campaign.  Oa  the  Kith  of 
October  the  regiment  with  brigade  was  rei^orted  to  Colonel  liobinson, 
commanding  a  brigade  of  First  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  and 
under  his  command  was  engaged  in  a  foraging  exi)editio]i  of  four  days 
into  the  country  southeast  of  Atlanta.  On  the  16th  the  regiment 
niarched  in  front  of  the  brigade  and  in  the  center  of  the  train  of  700 
wagons,  and  covering  tliat  part  of  the  train  adjacent.  Tlie  regiment 
with  biigade  Avent  into  camp  near  Flat  Itock  at  8  ]>.  m.,  having  inarched 
eighteen  miles.  On  the  17th  the  regiment  with  brigade  moved  out  some 
four  miles  in  the  direction  of  ("ovington,  and  was  engaged  during  the 
day  in  guarding  the  train  and  filling  wagons  with  forage.  In  the  even- 
ing returned  and  camped  for  the  night  in  the  position  occupied  the 
night  previous.  On  tlie  18th  the  regiment  with  brigade  moved  out 
southward  across  Flat  Eock  Creek  in  the  direction  of  Jonesborough  s'ome 
five  miles.  Here  the  regiment  Avas  divided,  detachments  being  sent 
in  dift'erent  directions  to  guard  and  load  wagons.    In   the  evening 

'For  coutiiiiiatioii  of  report,  relating  to  tlic  Savannali  campaigu,  seo  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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returned  to  the  cauip  ocf.npied  tlic  night  previous.    On  the  19th  the 
regiment,  in  the  rear  of  brigade  and  in  the  center  of  the  wagon  train, 
marched  back  to  Athmta,  wlierc;  it  arrived  at  8  p.  m.,  having  acc()m- 
pMshed  its  share  of  the  Avork  without  hjss.    Wliile  on  tlii.s  expedition 
tlie  regiment  marched  flfty-fourmileSjloaded  some  GO  wagons  with  forage, 
piincipally  corn,  and  obtained  a  tenii)orary  supply  of  fresh  meats,  sweet 
potatoes,  &c.    From  the  19th  to  the  26th  of  October  the  regiment  re 
maiued  in  camp  furnishing  theusual  details  for  i)icket  and  other  purposes. 
On  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  October  the  regiment  with  the  brigade 
reported  to  General  Geary,  and  under  his  command  was  i;ngaged  in  a 
second  foraging  expedition  in  the  direction  of  Stone  jMountain,  east  of 
Atlanta.     Lieutenant-Colonel    Bloodgood,   Twenty-second  Wisconsin 
Volunteer  Infantry,  then  in  command  of  the  bi'igadc,  being  sick,  the 
command  of  the  brigade  devolved  upon  me  during  the  expedition,  and 
that  of  the  regiment  upon  Captain  Sherman,  of  Company  A.    On  the 
20th  the  regiment  marched  in  front  of  the  brigade  and  guarded  the 
center  of  the  train  of  800  wagons.    Two  companies,  B  and  G,  marched 
in  rear  of  150  wagons  of  the  second  division  of  the  train.    The  regi- 
ment camped  for  the  night  four  miles  east  of  Stone  IMountaln,  having 
marched  twenty  miles.    On  the  27th  most  of  the  regiment  remained  in 
camp  guarding  a  part  of  the  train  in  park.    During  the  day  detach- 
ments were  sent  out  to  load  wagons,  all  returning  to  camp  in  the  even- 
ing, excepting  a  detachment  of  110  men  under  command  of  Captain  Mc- 
Anderson,  Avho  had  been  sent  some  five  miles  southeast  of  Stone  Moun- 
tain.   On  the  28th  the  regiment  remained  in  camp  until  4  i».  m.,  when 
with  brigade  it  moved  back  toward  the  little  town  of  Gibraltar,  most  of 
the  regiment  being  deployed  as  pickets  to  the  right  of  the  road.    After 
Itassi.ng  the  town  of  Gibraltar  about  two  miles  went  into  camp  (m  the 
Atlanta  road.    Here  the  detachments,  under  command  of  Captain  Mv- 
Anderson,  rejoined  the  regiment  at  midnight,  having  marched  around 
to  the  south  of  Stone  Mountain  and  been  successful  in  loading  some 
fifty  wagons  with  forage.    On  the  29th  the  regiment,  in  rear  of  brigade 
and  in  the  center  of  second  division  of  tlie  train,  marched  back  to  At- 
lanta, Avliere  it  airived  at  5  p.  ni.,  having  during  the  expedition  loaded 
about  seventy  wagons  with  forage  and  obtained  a  temporary  su])ply  of 
fresh  meats  and  sweet  potatoes.    In  these  four  days  the  legimcnt 
marched  over  fifty  miles,  and  did  its  share  of  the  work  without  the  loss 
of  a  man.    From  the  29th  of  October  to  the  10th  [9thJ  of  November  noth- 
ing of  interest  occurred  worthy  of  noting.    Oji  the  morning  of  Novem- 
ber 10  [9]  at  daylight  the  enemy  moved  up  two  pieces  of  artillery  within 
plain  view  and  easy  shelHng  distance  of  thecamp  and  opened  on  the  regi- 
ment, throwing  shot  and  shell  for  scnne  fifteen  minutes,  some  of  which 
struck  in  camp,  but  fortunately  injuring  no  one.    In  antici]iation  of  an 
attack,  I  immediately  deployed  the  legiment  along  the  works  from  tlie 
Augaista  railroad  to  the  fort  on  the  right.    Fortunately  no  attack  A^•as 
made.    On  the  11th  of  November  Lieutenant-Colonel  Crane  returned  to 
and  assumed  command  of  the  regiment. 

During  the  period  embraced  in  this  report  tlie  sanitary  condition  of 
the  regiment  was  excellent,  but  one  man  having  died  of  disease  during 
the  occupation  of  Atlanta.  I  cannot  but  contemplate  Avith  pleasure 
upon  the  cheerfulness  in  which  all  duties  were  performed  by  officers  and 
men  of  the  regiment.  Where  all  are  equally  prompt  aiid  careful  in 
the  discharge  of  duty  I  deem  it  unjust  to  make  invidious  distinctions. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  E.  BRANT, 
Major  EUjhiy-Jiftk  Indiana   Volunteer  Infantry, 
Capt.  A,  G.  Kellam,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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No.  51. 

licport  of  Lieut.  Col.  Uduutrd  JUoodfjood,  Twenty-second  Winconsin  In- 
fantry. 

limillH.  TWENTY-SEOONI)  WISCONSIN  INFANTRY  A^JLS., 

Savannah,  6'«.,  Dcvcmhcr  2'),  IHOi. 

Captain:  J  liave  tlic  lioiior  to  submit  the  following  niilitiny  history 
of  my  comiiiauil  from  the  occupation  of  the  city  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  to  the 
present  date: 

September  2,  the  regiment  took  an  active  part  in  the  occupation  of 
Atlanta,  by  the  Second  Brigade,  under  command  of  Ool.  John  Ooburn, 
Thirty-third  Indiana,  and  taking  position  in  Ihe  earth-works  of  the 
enemy,  went  into  camp.  Nothing  of  note  took  place  until  October  l(i, 
when  the  regiment,  with  brigade  (comniaiided  by  myself),  accompanied 
a  large  foraging  expedition,  being  absent  four  days,  i>enetrati]ig  some 
thirty  miles  into  the  eneniy's  country,  and  loading  some  800  wagons 
with  corn  and  forage.  A  similar  expedition  started  October  2(!,  not 
going  so  far,  however,  but  meeting  with  the  same  success,  and  witliout 
Unding  any  considerable  force  of  the  I'ebels.  During  this  time  the  regi- 
ment was  commanded  by  Capt.  A.  G.  Kellam,  and  I  was  in  command 
of  the  brigade.  About  November  1  large  preparations  commenced  for 
-the  campaign  just  ended.  jV  full  sn])ply  of  clothing  and  equipments 
was  issued  to  the  men,  and  baggage  of  all  kinds  was  reduced  to  its 
niininmni.  I  resumed  command  of  the  regiment,  having  been  reliev<^d 
in  command  of  brigade  by  Lieutcnant-Oolouel  Crane,  Eighty-fifth  Indi- 
ana Volunteers.  November  5,  the  entire  corps  broke  camp,  and  mov- 
ing three  miles  out  of  city  on  McDonough  road,  camped  for  night.  On 
the  morning  of  NoA^ember  6  the  piclcets  of  the  Second  Brigade  were 
attai.'ked  by  a  small  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who  soon  retired.  At 
3  p.  m.  orders  came  to  return  to  the  city,  Avhich  was  done,  the  troops 
occupying  the  quarters  left  by  them  the  day  before.  During  these  two 
days  the  regiment  received  eight  months'  pay  to  August  31,  18G4.  No- 
vember 8,  election  was  held;  the  regiment  polled  381^  Azotes,  372  of  which 
Avere  for  Lincoln. 

lienuiined  in  camp,  doing  light  picket  duty  until  the  orders  came  for 
the  beginning  of  the  camx)aign,  Avhose  objective  point  Avas  a  mystery.* 
Most  resijectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  BLOODOOOD, 
I/ietiten ant- Colonel,  CommandiMj. 

Oapt.  A.  G.  JCellam, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Report  of  Col.  Samuel  Ross,  Twentieth  Connecticut  Infantry,  command- 
ing Third  Brigade. 

IIuQUS.  Tiiiiti)  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  :i7,  IbUl. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  lionor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
o])erations  of  this  brigade  since  the  last  report,  which  embraced  the 
occui)ation  of  Atlanta,  September  2,  18()4: 

The  brigade  Avas  then  encamped  southeast  of  the  city  of  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  and  furnislied  daily  large  details  for  Avorkingjiarties  on  the  fortili- 

*For  eoutiuiiatiim  of  iui^)ort,  lulatiuj;  to  the  Siivaiiuah  (,iimiia.i{ju,  sou  A'ol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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cations.    The  Thirty -third  Massachusetts  Volunteers  formed  part  ot 


the  provost  guard  of  the  city,  and  rejoined  the  brigade  at  Milledgeville 
on  the  23d  of  November.     On  the  8tli  of  October  the  IVenty-sixth 

.  --..-       -.  T    _  J_   _         1_  ,1         X' XI.  «        1...;  ™r-i  An         4-^        /"^..l  17  f^. 


.  rcjohied  the  brigade  at  Atlanta  on  the  14th  of  November.  On  the  21st 
of  October  the  brigade  formed  part  of  a  foraging  expedition  under  com- 
mand of  Col.  Daniel  Uustin,  One  hundred  and  fifth  Illinois  Volunteers, 
commanding  Third  Division,  Avhich  penetrated  the  (country  southeast 
fifteen  miles  to  near  Lithonia.  Nine  hundred  wagon  loads  of  corn  were 
captured  by  the  troops,  and  a  quantity  of  provisions  sufficient  to  sub- 
sist the  men  during  the  four  days  they  were  absent  from  Atlanta. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  1804,  this  brigade  moved  with  the  balance 
of  the  corp.s  two  miles  on  the  McDonough  road,  where  it  remained  until 
noon  of  the  next  day,  and  returned  to  its  fornu^r  encampment.  On  the 
morning  of  the  9th  of  November  the  enemy  advanced  toward  our  lines 
with  cavalry  and  artillery,  evidently  supposing  that  the  army  had  left 
Atlanta.  A  field  battery  opened  fire ;  some  small-arms  were  used.  The 
attair  was  simply  «  demonstration  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  and  no 
casualties  were  reported  in  this  command.  In  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day  Colonel  lloss,  Twentieth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  rejoined 
the  brigade  and  assumed  command,  relieving  Lieutenant-Colonel  Buck- 
ingham, Twentieth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  Avho  liad  been  in  command 
since  the  departm'c  of  Colonel  Wood,  One  hundred  and  thirty-sixth 
New  York  Volunteers,  on  leave  of  absence  September  23,  1804.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

SxVML.  EOSS, 
Colonel  Twentieth  Connecticut  Infantry,  Comdg.  Brigade. 

Capt.  John  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  53. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Vhilo  Ji.  Buckingham,  Twentieth  Connecticut  In- 
fantry. 

IlDQiis.  Twentieth  Kegt.  Connecticut  Vol.  Infantry, 

Saraunah,  Ga.,  December  21, 1861. 

In  obedience  to  requirements  of  circular  from  brigade  liead(]uarters, 
of  date  the  23d  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  tlie  operations  of  this  regiment  since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  miwle 
soon  after  the  occupation  of  Atlanta,  on  the  0th  of  September: 

From  this  date  to  the  5th  of  November  the  regiment  remained  in 
camp  south  of  Atlanta,  near  the  line  of  rebel  works,  and  from  the  3d 
of  October  to  the  last-named  date  furnished  nearly  one-half  of  the 
effective  force  of  the  regiment  for  fatigue  and  picket  duty,  the  fatigue 
party  having  been  engaged  in  building  a  new  line  of  works  about  the 
city.  On  the  14th  of  September  250  men  with  a  proper  inopoi-tion  of 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers,  all  under  the  charge  of  Capt. 

For  coiitmuatiou  of  report,  lulatiug  to  th.ii  Saviiuuali  cami):iigii,  sco  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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Ezra  Spragne,  were  sent  to  accompany  Colonel  Le  Due,  cliief  quar- 
termaster of  the  corps,  on  a  foraging  expedition,  and  succeeded  in 
loading  125  wagons,  liaving  been  absent  two  days.  From  tlie  24tli  of 
Se])tember  to  tlie  10th  of  November  I  was  absent  from  the  regiineiit,  in 
cojiimand  of  the  Third  Brigade  of  this  division,  during  which  time  the 
regiment  accompanied  a  foraging  expedition  which  went  out  under  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Dustin,  then  in  command  of  this  division.  A  detailed 
report  of  that  expedition  will  be  made  by  Major  Pardee,  who  was  in  C07n- 
mand  of  the  regiment  at  that  time  and  during  the  time  of  my  absence. 
Ou  the  oth  of  November  the  regiment  moved  with  the  division  out  of 
camp  about  two  miles  on  the  McDonough  road  and  encamped  for  the 
night,  and  on  the  following  day  was  ordered  back  with  the  division 
and  occupied  its  old  camp.  On  the  lOth  of  November  I  returned  and 
assumed  command  of  the  regiment,  which  remained  in  camp  until  the 
15th.*  ^ 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PHILO  B.  BUCKINGHAM, 
Lieut.  Col.  Tircntieth  Connecticut  Vol.  Infty.,  Gomdg.  Begt. 

Capt.  C,  H.  Young, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  54. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Edivin  H.  Poivcrs,  Fifty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry. 
Hdqrs.  Fifty-fifth  Eegiment  Ohio  Vol.  Infty., 


V 


Savannah,  Ga.,  Becemher  24,  1864. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  regiment  entered  the 
city  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  on  the  2d  day  of  September^  1864,  and  ha\ing  been 
stationed  behind  the  defenses  of  that  city  on  the  southeast,  remained 
there  until  the  15th  day  of  November  following.  While  stationed  at 
Atlanta  the  regiment  (at  least  such  iiortion  of  it  as  was  then  bearing 
arms)  went  with  the  brigade  to  which  it  belongs  on  a  foraging  expedi- 
tion to  tlie  east  of  Decatur,  and  returned  on  the  fourth  day  thereafter. 
During  its  absence  from  the  city  on  the  aforesaid  expedition  the  regi- 
ment subsisted  upon  the  country,  obtaining  about  1,400  pounds  of  meat 
of  various  kinds  andabout  20  bushels  of  sweet  potatoes,  together  with 
vegetables  of  other  kinds,  in  amount  Avhich  I  am  unable  to  estimate. 
Of  forage  obtained  by  this  regiment  alone  it  is  impossible  to  say  what 
was  the  amount.  On  the  second  day  of  the  expedition  this  regiment, 
together  with  the  Seventy-third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  (in  charge 
of  which  I  was  placed),  went  to  the  vicinity  of  Lithonia,  where  they 
filled  about  60  wagons  with  corn,  making  about  900  bushels  (averaging 
the  loads  at  fifteen  bushels  each).* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  POWERS, 
Lieut.  Col.  Fifty-fifth  Ohio  Vol.  Infantry,  Commanding. 

Capt.  C.  II.  Young, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Brigade. 

*ror  ((iiitiimatiou  of  report,  relating  to  the  Savannali  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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No.  5.">. 

Report  of  Bruj.  .Gen.  Robert  S.  Granger,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Dis- 
trict of  Northern  Alabama . 

Headquarters  1:>istriot  of  Northern  Alabama, 

Decatur,  Ala.,  November  fS,  1804. 

Major:  I  have  tlie  lionor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  tlie  part 
taken  by  the  forces  under  my  command  during  tlie  late  operations  of 
Hood's  and  other  forces  in  Northern  Alabama,  from  the  12tli  to  the29tli 
of  October,  18G4: 

Having  learned  that  General  Hood  had  left  General  Sherman's  front 
and  was  mo^dng  nortlnvard  for  tlie  purjxjse  of  destroying  his  (iominnni- 
cations,  and  not  knowing  but  that  some  point  in  ray  district  might  be 
selected  by  him  to  effect  a  crossing  into  Teiinessee,  1  took  such  meas- 
ures as  I  was  able,  by  direction  of  the  general  commanding,  to  obtain  in- 
formation of  the  whereabouts  and  intentions  of  the  Confederate  forces. 
I  accordingly,  on  the  12th  day  of  October,  sent  out  spies  to  Gadsden 
and  Blouiitsville,  witli  directions  to  re])ort  immediately  the  approactli 
of  the  enemy  in  any  force  from  those  directions.    Tlie  gun-boat  General 
Thomas,  Captain  Morton  commanding,  having  been  assigned  by  Cap- 
tahi  Forrest  to  that  portion  of  the  river  between  Whitesburg  and  De- 
catur, I  requested  Captain  Morton,  and  ordered  Captain  Naylor  of 
my  own  gun-boat,  Stone  Elver,  to  thoroughly  i)atrol  the  river  to  Whites- 
burg and  beyond,  landing  at  such  points  as  they  could  approach  with 
safety  to  glean  all  the  uiformation  possible.    On  the  14th  of  October 
I  received  a  dispatch  from  Captain  Morton,  informing  mo  that  Gen- 
eral Hood's  army,  together  with  Forrest,  "VN  heeler,  and  Itoddey  were 
in  Deer  Head  Cove,  Dug  Gap,  fifteen  miles  from  Caperton's  Ferry, 
and  were  moving  upon  the  landing  at  that  place  for  the  inirpose 
of  effecting  a  crossing.    1  immediately  telegraplied  this  information 
to  the  general  commanding  dei)artment  and  ordered  the  Eleventh  and 
Tliirteenth  Indiana  Cavalry  at  Stevenson  (en  route  for  Nashville)  to 
be  stopped  in  older  to  assist  the  forces  at  that  point  in  obstructing  the 
advance  of  the  enemy,  should  he  make  any  serious  demonstration  on 
that  place.    My  scout  in  the  mean  time,  however,  had  returned  from 
Elouutsville  aud  reported  the  enemy  moving  toward  Chattanooga,  find 
Captain  Morton  repeated  his  telegram  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
upon  Caiierton's  Ferry  with  positive  assurance  that  his  information  M'as 
correct.    I  immediately  dii'ccted  the  gun-boats  at  Decatur  to  move  up  tlie 
river  Avith  all  possible  dispatch  to  tlie  threatened  point,  ordered  an  ad- 
ditional scout  across  the  river  from  Larkinsville  in  direction  of  Lebanon 
and  Kawlingsville,  and  also  from  Athens  and  Fulaski  in  the  direction 
of  tlie  river.    On  the  19tli,  at  11  a.  m.,  1  left  on  a.  reconnaissance  up  the 
liver  on  gun-boat,  arriving  at  Bridgeport  at  G  p.  m.  on  the 20th.    J  saw 
no  apiiearance  of  the  enemy,  but  received  reliable  intbrmationfi-om  the 
soutli  side  that  General  Beauregard  was  with  Hood's  army.    On  tiie 
2'.'>A  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  general  commanding  de])artment 
tliat  it  was  reported  Forrest,  Lee,  and  others  were  moving  on  Tuscum- 
bia,  intending  to  operate  against  General  Sherman's  communications, 
and  directing  me  to  send  out  efficient  scouts  in  that  direction  to  ascer- 
tain the  correctness  of  the  report.    I  telegraphed  to  the  general  com- 
manding that  1  did   not  believe  the  forces  of  Forrest  and  lioddey 
had  yet  joined  Hood,  and   sent  him  the  report   of  my  scout,  just  in, 
who  was  captured   by  the  enemy  and   taken    to   Courtland,   which 
placed   Itoddey  about   Moultoii   and    Somerville,  Forrest  near  Flor- 
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enc'O,  and  tlie  main  portion  of  tlie  enemy  near  Tusctimbiii.     Citizens 
also  re]>()ite(l  Dick  Taylor  nvitli  10,000  men  at  lioar  Creelv.    All  the  in- 
formation it  Avas  possible  to  obtain  throngli  the  most  efficient  and 
reliable  scouts  indicated  a  large  increase  of  force  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river,  and  an  evident  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate 
leaders  to  attack  this  place.    Feeling  the  great  importance  of  Decatur 
to  the  Confederates,  as  an  objective  point,  and  being  satisfied  tliat 
General  Hood  would  attack  it  in  force,  i  telegra])hed  the  general  com- 
manding asking  for  re-enforcements  of  2,000  infantry  and,  if  ])ossible, 
1,000  cavalry.    My  garrison  at  this  time  c(msisted  of  the  One  hundred 
and  second  Ohio  Infantry,  l<]ighteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  Tenth  Indiana 
and  Second  Tennessee  Cavalry,  Battery  A,  First  Tennessee  Light  Artil- 
lery, Battery  F,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  and  Battery  D,  Second 
Illinois  Light  Artillery,  in  all  1,500  effective  men.    I  had  also  upon  the 
line  of  raihoad  from  Athens  to  Stevenscni  the  Seventy-third  Indiana 
Infantry,  Thirteenth  Wisconsin  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  parts 
of  the  Eleventh,  Twelfth,  and  Thirteenth  Indiana  Cavalry.    I  had  also 
upon  the  river  two  cimipanies  of  tlie  Tliirteenth  Wisconsin  Veteran 
Volunteer  Infantry  at  Whitesburg,  another  at  Claysville,  and  one  com- 
pany of  the  Seventy-third  Indiana  Infantry  at  Triana.    As  the  holding 
of  the  road  was  of  vital  importance,  I  could  withdraw  only  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  above-named  forces  for  concentration  upon  any  threat- 
ened point.    I  was  able  from  these  scattered  forces  to  gather  only 
300  men  to  re-enforce  Decatur,  giving  me  here  not  to  exceed  1,800 
men.     With  this  small  force  I  was  obliged  to  man  a  line  of  works 
with  a  continuous  front  of  1,600  yards,  exclusive  of  the  river.    In 
this  estimation  of  my  forces  it  will  be  remembered  that  I   do  not 
take  into  consideration  the  troo^os  between  Tulaski  ami  Nashville, 
fully  2,000  eli'ective  men  entirely  cut  off  from  me,  and  whom  (during 
the  several  demonstrations  of  the  enemy  upon  my  district)  1   liavc 
not  been  able  to  control.     1  had  prior  to  this  time  (by  order  of  the  gen- 
eral commanding)  established  a  strong  picket -])ost  at  Brown's  Fi^-ry, 
and  was  thoroughly  patrollingthe  river  from  that  point  to  Decatur,  and 
above  tliis  point  it  M'as  ])eing  patrolled  as  thoroughly  as  ]>ossibl<',  by 
the  gun-boats  General  Thomas  and  Stone  Kiver.     On  the  24th  tU'  com- 
maiKling  oti&cor  at  Wjjitesbnrg  reported  1.0,000  of  (Jeneral  Hood's  army 
at  Long  Hollow,  twenty  mile^i  from  tlie  river,  and  that  tliey  were  in- 
tending to  cross  at  different  points  between  Paint  Itock  and  Decatnr. 
I  telegraphed  this  to  the  general  connnanding,  and  the  same  evening 
sent  20O  infantry  on  gun-boat  Stcnie  Eiver  to  ^  hitcsburg,  Avith  instruc- 
tions to  land  opposite  that  ])oiut  and  st^ont  the  <!Ountry  thoroughly  for 
six  or  eight  miles  out.    Fully  believing,  however,  that  it  was  not  l.hc 
intention  of  the  enemy  to  make  any  serious  attem]>t  to  cross  the  river 
above  Decatur,  and  that  he  Avas  moving  upon  tliis  place  as  raqiidly  as 
the  state  of  tlie  roads  AAOuld  permit,  I  again  sent  to  the  general  com - 
nninding  an  earnest  request  that  strong  re-cnfmcenients  be  immediately 
sent  me,  and  received  a  telegram  from  General  Thomas  notifying  me 
that  the  Twenty-ninth  Michigan  Infantry  had  been  ordered  to  report 
to  ]iie  for  duty.    On  the  2r)th  1  requested  the  general  commanding  to 
send  me  1,000  men  from  Colonel  Si])es'  command  at  CJolumbia,  but  the 
general  Avas  unable  to  send  them,  and  forAvai'ded  positive  information 
i  hat  Hood's  army  A\-as  marching  toward  SomerAMlle.    1  again,  at  7  ]).  m. 
tlie  same  day,  requested  that  2,000  men,  in  addition  to  the  TAventy- 
ninth  Michigan,  be  sent  to  this  ]t()st.    On  ilie  aft.einoon  of  the  25th  I 
took  a  train  for  Huntsville  to  look"  after  the  defenses  of  the  road  from 
that  point  and  make  such  disposition  as  I  could  Avith  my  limited  com- 
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mand.  While  making  these  dispositiojvs,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  20th, 
I  received  a  telograiu  from  Colonel  Boolittle,  commanding  at  Decatur, 
that  a  scont  sent  out  by  liim  on  the  Somerville  road  had  been  driven  in 
by  the  enemy,  and  that  they  appeared  abont  500  strong  in  his  immedi- 
ate front.  I  telegraphed  this  fact  to  the  general  commanding  depart- 
ment, stating  that  1  did  not  think  the  attack  npon  l^ecatur  as  yet 
serious,  as  it  could  hardly  be  more  than  the  advance  of  Hood's  army, 
the  entire  of  it  not  having  had  time  to  arrive  before  Decatnr.  My  sup- 
positions proved  to  be  correct,  as  the  attack  was  made  by  a.  detacli- 
ment  of  Walthall's  division,  Stewart's  <!orps.  1  immediately  made 
arrangements  to  leave  with  every  available  man  at  Iluntsvillc  for  De- 
catur, and  arrived  there  about  5  p.  m.,  just  as  the  fight  Avas  closing, 
there  being  only  a  few  shots  from  their  artillery  and  some  scattering 
musketry  after  my  arrival.  Colonel  Doolittle,  in  command  during  my 
absence,  disposed  his  very  limited  forces  most  excellently. 

During  the  night  of  the  2Gth  the  gun-boat  Stone  River  arrived  Avith 
200  men  from  One  hundred  and  second  Ohio  and  Eigliteenth  Michigan 
Infantry.  ])etachmcnts  of  the  Seventy-thiitl  Indiana  Infantry  from 
Athens,  Ala.,  arrived  by  train.  The  enemy  i-eceived  heavy  accessions, 
and  the  morning  showed  ns  liis  line  stretchijig  from  the  river  on  the 
left  across  the  Somerville  and  Moultou  roads,  aiul  covering  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  our  entire  front.  Xo  demonstration  was  made  by  him  during 
the  day,  and  it  was  evident  he  was  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  balance 
of  his  forces.  Nothing  occ^urred  during  the  day  beyond  some  desultory 
firing  and  occasionally  brisk  skirmishing  between  our  pickets,  lie- 
enforcements  arrived  during  the  day,  consisting  of  parts  of  the  Four- 
teenth U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  tlie  Sixty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  1'hir- 
teentk  Indiana  Cavalry,  and  Seveuty-tliird  Indiana  Infantry,  swelling 
our  garrison  by  night-fall  to  3,000  men.  During  the  day  the  remainder 
of  General  Hood's  army  arrived  and  went  into,  position  aci'oss  the 
Courtland  road,  covering  the  remainder  of  our  front.  The  country 
about  our  fortifications  for  a  distance  of  800  yards  is  almost  a  level 
plain,  entirely  unobstructed.  At  that  distance  it  is  intersected  by  a 
ravine  and  water  course,  commencing  on  our  left  and  running  across 
the  Somerville,  Moulton,  and  Courtland  roads.  Beyond  the  ra\ine  the 
ground  rises  in  a  sparsely  wooded  slope  for  700  yards,  and  is  bounded 
by  a  dense  Avood  stretching  across  our  entire  front,  and,  bending  north- 
ward, finds  the  river  at  a  distance  of  1,000  yards  upon  our  right. 

During  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  right  of  our  picket-line  was  forced 
back  by  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  but  in  the  afternoon  Avas  most  gallantly 
recovered  by  detachment  of  Seventy-third  Indiana  Infantry,  and  at 
night  our  picket-line  Avas  established  very  nearly  on  its  old  ground. 
About  3  o'clock  the  folloAving  morning  the  enemy,  under  cover  of  a  dense 
fog,  which  enveloped  everything,  charged  our  picket-line,  driAdng  it  in 
u])ou  our  main  line  of  Avorks.  I  made  no  attempt  to  resist  this  advance 
of  the  enemy.  Ey  tliis  charge  tlie  enemy  obtained  possession  of  the 
ravme  above  mentioned,  and  threw  up  a  line  of  rille-pits  extending  near 
river  on  our  left,  across  our  front,  and  from  the  railroad  on  diagonally 
across  our  front,  to  a  point  opposite  our  extreme  right,  and  about  800 
yards  from  our  principal  fort.  These  pits  were  filled  by  three  brigades 
of  infantry  and  shari)shooters.  About  9  a.  m.  the  fog  cleared  aAvay 
and  the  work  of  the  enemy  during  the  night  Avas  developed.  It  Avas 
evident  immediately  that  it  Avas  absolutely  necessary  to  dislodge  the 
enemy  from  tliis  position,  as  they  perfectly  coA-ered  every  gun  in  our 
])rincipal  fort  and  Avould  soon  render  it  impossible  to  Avork  them  Avith 
accuracy.    To  accomplish  this  important  and  delicate  Avork,  I  selected 
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tlie  Eiffliteentli  Michigan  Infantry  (nincli  reduced),  Captain  Moore  com- 
niandiiio-.  They  were  joined  by  a  number  of  men  from  tlie  One  liun- 
dred  and  second  Ohio  and  Thirteenth  Wisconsin.  Before  this  <letach- 
nieiit  started,  I  notified  commanding-  officers  of  tlie  forts  and  along-  the 
line  of  works  what  was  to  be  done.  I  directed  all  the  artillery  within 
canister  range  of  the  rifle-pits  to  be  shotted  with  canister  and  trained 
upon  the  rifle-pits,  with  instrnctions  to  open  nnd  fire  with  the  greatest 
possible  rapidity  as  soon  as  the  little  charging  column  should  make  its 
ap])earance.  The  guns  of  Fort  No.  2  I  ordered  to  be  loaded  Avitli  sliell 
and  to  open  upon  the  right  of  the  enemy's  pits  at  the  same  time.  The 
breast-works  were  lined  with  men,  who,  as  soon  as  the  enemy  (if  tire 
m(>v(iment  M'as  succes.sful)  should  ap])ear  above  his  rifle-])its,  Avere  to 
])our  a  withering- flre  of  musketry.  I  organized  a.  supporting- column 
about  500  strong,  which  was  joined  by  tlie  picket  force  and  about  AO 
cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Q^horn burgh,  and  instructed  them  to 
move  out  from  the  works  as  soon  as  the  movement  should  be  discov- 
ered. Everything  being  in  readiness,  Ciijitain  Moore  moved  out  at  our 
extreme  right,  deployed  his  men  uiidei-  cover  of  the  river  bank,  moved 
quietly  up  to  tlie  open  ground,  and  with  a  yell,  which  was  answered  by 
every  man  along  our  entire  line  of  works,  charged  the  flank  and  rear 
of  the  enemy's  pits.  The  enemy,  surprised  and  jianic-stricken  by  this 
im]mdent  movement,  i-ushed  from  the  ])its  only  to  encounter  a  most 
terrible  and  well-directed  flre  of  shell,  canister,  and  musketry.  Large 
numbers  were  kilhid  or  Avounded,  while  others  threw  down  their  arms, 
and  waving-  their  hats  in  token  of  surrender,  ran  toward  out  advancing 
coluinn.  The  little  band  swept  almost  the  entire  length  of  the  firsi: 
line  of  the  enemy's  rifle-pits  up  to  the  very  teeth  of  his  main  works, 
where  the  captain  (his  command  being  reduced  one  half  by  guard  for 
piisoners)  halted  and  commenced  slowly  retreating,  covered  by  the 
supporting-  column  on  his  left.  The  enemy  made  no  attempt  to  charge 
in  turn,  and  he  returned  to  the  fort,  having  thoroughly  cleared  this  line 
of  the  enemy's  works,  captured  120  men,  including  5  commissioned 
offlcers;  killed  or  wounded  a  very  large  number,  with  only  a  loss  of  3 
men,  slightly  wounded.  This  affair,  though  of  short  duration,  was  in 
its  results  most  important  to  us.  It  drove  the  enemy  from  a  strong 
and  important  position,  which  he  was  not  able  to  i-eoccupy,  and  in- 
spired the  garrison  with  great  confidence. 

IJni'ing-  the  night,  while  the  enemy  was  establishing  himself,  as  above 
described,  along  our  front,  he  was  not  idle  upon  our  left  flank.  He 
established  a  battery  of  eight  guns  upon  the  bank  of  the  river  about 
1,500  yards  from  our  main  works,  protected  somewhat  by  a  belt  of  tim- 
ber and  some  broken  ground  at  that  point.  He  also  threw  up  a  line  of 
rifle-pits  connecting  this  battery  with  the  line  above  mentioned,  thus 
completing  the  chain  and  thoroughly  enveloping  us.  The  battery  at 
the  point  just  indicated  could  command  with  ease  our  pontoon  bridge, 
almost  its  entire  length  being  exposed  to  its  fire.  It  would  also  cover, 
at  a  distance  of  less  than  600  yards,  any  g-un-boat  which  might  come  to 
our  assistance.  I  had,  however,  during  the  night  (being  apprised  that 
the  enemy  was  establishing  this  battery)  sent  a  section  of  Battery  A, 
First  Tennessee  Artilhiry,  under  Captain  Beach,  to  the  north  side  of 
the  river,  with  directions  to  throw  up  a  small  earth-work  opposite  the 
enemy,  enfilading  his  rifle-pits  and  partially  enfilading  his  battery  and 
harass  him  as  much  as  possible.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thornburgh,  my 
chief  oi"  cavalry,  superintended  the  establishment  of  this  section  and 
indicated  the  ground  it  should  occupy.  As  soon  as  the  fog  lifted  this 
section  began'  to  play  upon  the  enemj-  most  successfully,  prevent- 
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iug  liiiii  from  getting  any  moio  giiiLS  into  position  or  using  tliose, 
already  in  battery  upon  our  bridge.  I  immediately,  u]ion  the  licels  of 
the  Kuccessful  soi'tie  ui)()n  our  riglit,  ordered  Colonel  Doolittle  to  send 
out  the  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  to  charge  this  battery,  and 
sent  a  detachment  of  500  nieJi  as  a  support  to  our  advance  line  of  ritle- 
pits  upon  tlie  left,  between  which  and  the  enemy  there  had  been  heavy 
skirmishing  all  the  morning.  I  directed  Captain  Beach  to  open  rapidly 
upon  the  battery,  and  Captain  Naylor,  of  the  Stone  Kiver,  to  moA'e 
up  and  engage  it  also.  I  ordered  a  section  from  Port  No.  2  to  a  small 
earth-work  ujiou  our  left,  with  directions  to  open  upon  the  enemy  as 
soon  as  Captain  Beach's  battery  from  the  north  side  of  the  river  should 
be  heard  from.  It  was  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  remain  in  their 
works  under  this  galling  cross-fire.  Under  cover  of  it  the  Fourteenth 
charged  in  splendid  style,  captured  the  battery,  made  14  prisoners, 
and  killed  and  wounded  a  large  number  of  men.  They  spiked  2  guns, 
but  it  w'as  impossible  to  remove  them,  and  the  enemy  rallying  and 
coming  ujion  them  in  largely  superior  uund)ers,  they  were  forced  to 
retire.  This  they  did  in  good  order,  bringing  off  their  prisoners  with- 
out having  a  single  man  captured.  Our  loss  during  the  sortie  in  killed 
or  wounded  was  52;  that  of  the  enemy  Avas  much  greater.  The  artil- 
lery practice  of  Captain  Beach's  section  was  capital.  One  of  his  shells 
exi)loded  a  caisson  in  the  enemy's  battery,  killing  14  men.  The  fire 
from  our  gun-boats  was  both  accurate  and  severe,  and  the  loss  of  the 
enemy  must  have  been  very  heavy.  The  ac;tion  of  the  colored  troops, 
und.'r  Colonel  Morgan,  was  everything  that  ccmid  be  expected  or  de- 
si  ed  of  soldiers.  They  were  cool,  brave,  and  determined,  and  under 
till'  heaviest  iire  of  the  enemy  exhibited  no  signs  of  confusion.  Tiie 
elTei-tupon  our  troops  of  these  two  brilliantly  sn'ccessful  sorties,  coming 
in  su(.'h  quick  succession,  was  most  cheering. 

During  the  28th  re-enforcements  arrived  rapidly  and  were  assigned 
];(tsitions  in  the  works.  There  was  heavy  firing  all  day  along  our  en- 
tire line,  but  no  attempt  on  the  part  of  tiie enemy  to  make  an  assault. 
About  12  m.  I  ordered  Captain  Naylor,  of  the  gn'n-boat  Stone  River,  to 
rnn  the  enemy's  battery,  and  taking  a  position  above  to  operate  upon 
his  rear  with  his  long  range  guns.  This  was  done  without  injury  to 
the  vessel.  About  3  ]).  m.  IT.  S.  steamer  General  Thomas  made  its'  ap- 
])earance  and  joined  the  Stone  RiA^er.  1  soon  after  sent  orders  to  the 
boats  to  engage  the  enemy's  river  battery,  assisted,  as  they  would  be, 
by  Cajjtain  Beach,  from  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  the  section 
upon  the  left  flank  of  our  works.  On  this  occasion,  as  on  the  ])reA'ious 
one,  the  fire  of  Beach's  battery  was  very  fine,  throwing  shells  directly 
into  the  enemy's  works,  dismantling  two  of  his  guns,  kiUiug  or  wound- 
ing many,  and  so  distracting  him  that  his  shots  at  the  gun-boats  were 
Avild.  Under  cover  of  this  severe  cross-fire  they  drop])ed  down  the 
river  until  innnediately  opposite,  and  less  than  500  yards  from  the  ene- 
my's works  opened  with  their  broadside  guns.  Their  guns  were  most 
admirably  served,  one  shell  from  the  Stone  River  exploding  a,  caisson 
ami  killing  1 7  men.  It  was  impossible  for  jnen  to  withstand  this  attack. 
They  deserted  their  guns,  a  portion  of  them  retreating  to  their  main 
hue,  while  many  of  them  rushed  down  the  bank  and  sought  the  i)rotec 
tion  of  the  trees  at  the  water's  edge.  The  guns  of  the  boats,  double 
shotted  with  canister,  were  turned  upon  them  at  a  distance  of  scarcely 
.'500  yards,  and  poured  in  a  terrible  tiie.  Many  bodies  were  afterward 
found  m  the  river.  The  enemy's  loss  in  this  sli'ort  engagement,  lasting 
only  about  half  an  hour,  was  very  severe.  The  casualties  upon  the 
wooden  gun-boats,  although  they  were  hit  a  number  of  times,  were 
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very  slight,  there,  being  only  2  killed  and  11  wounded.  Captain  Nay- 
lor,  of  the  Stone  liiver,  and  Captain  Morton,  of  the  General  Thomas, 
handled  their  vessels  skillfully,  maneuvering  them  with  precision,  and 
delivering  their  fire  with  great  effect,  continuing  to  shell  the  crowd  of 
fugitives  as  they  fled  back  from  the  ri  ver.  Tlioy,  together  with  the  men  of 
their  commands,  are  entitled  to  honorable  mention.  Capt.  C,  S.  Cooper, 
Second  Illinois  Artillery,  chief  of  artillery  for  the  post,  displayed 
great  energy  and  ability.  He  was  indefixtigable  in  strengthening  the 
works  and  handling  his  batteries.  I  take  pleasure  in  making  special 
mention  of  him  to  the  general  commanding.  During  the  night  of  the 
2Sth  it  was  evident  that  some  general  movement  was  in  progress  along 
the  enemy's  line,  but  a  dense  fog  having  again  enveloped  us,  it  was  im- 
possible to  gain  any  clue  to  it.  On  the  morning  of  the  29th  I  became 
satisfiicd  that  the  enemy's  forces  were  -nithdrawing,  and  sending  out  a 
reconnoitering  party  under  Colonel  Morgan,  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry,  ascertained  positively  that  only  a  strong  rear  guard  remained. 
Colonel  Morgan  engaged  the  enemy,  but  found  the  force  so  strong  that 
lie  was  compelled  to  fall  back  slowly.  I  ordered  out  a  strong  regiment 
to  cover  his  retreat,  and  he  came  in  in  good  oi'der  and  with  but  small  loss. 
About  4  1).  m.  I  sent  out  a  strong  detachment  and  drove  tlie  enemy  out 
of  his  last  line  of  rifle-pits,  and  at  dark  the  original  picket-line  was  re- 
established. 

This  ended  the  siege  of  Decatur,  and  though  for  a  day  or  two  occa- 
sional bodies  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  appeared  in  our  front,  nothing  like 
an  attack  was  made.  Our  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  was 
only  113 ;  that  of  the  enemy  was  very  heaA^^.  From  all  the  information 
which  I  gather  from  deserters,  i^risoners,  citizens,  and  negroes  in  the 
neighborhood,  also  from  their  own  officers  recently,  the  enemy's  loss 
must  have  reached  1,000.  A  correspondent  from  Hood's  army  to  a 
Mobile  paper  says:  "We  attempted  to  take  Decatur,  but  found  it  a 
hard  nut  to  crack,  and  did  craek  it  after  losing  1,500  men.  General 
Itoddey  has  since  told  me  their  loss  was  greater  than  the  Federals  sus- 
])ei-ted."  I  have  not  mentioned  in  the  body  of  this  report  tlie  admirable 
conduct  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Prosser,  commanding  Second  Tennessee 
and  Tenth  Indiana  Cavalry  on  the  first  day,  who  stubbornly  resisted  the 
advance  of  the  enemy  and  handled  his  small  command  very  skillfully. 
Officers  of  the  enemy  who  were  cai)tured  say  that  they  never  saw  cav- 
alry stand  up  so  bravely  before  infantry.  They  would  not  be  stampeded. 
I  feel  it  a  duty  also  to  mention  favorably  Colonel  Given,  One  hundred 
and  secjond  Ohio,  who  commanded  Fort  No.  2.  He  was  indefatigable 
in  his  efforts  to  improve  the  defenses  of  (mr  left  flank,  and  kept  up  a 
steady  and  well-directed  lire  from  his  fort.  I  take  great  ])leasure  in 
mentioning  creditably  Lieut.  Col.  li.  O.  Selfridge,  my  chief  of  staff ; 
Lieut.  Samuel  M.  Kueeland,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general;  and 
Lieut.  John  W.  Hall,  acting  aide-de-camp,  who  rendered  valuable  serv- 
ices in  carrj'ing  orders  night  and  day  .and  seeing  them  executed.  Col- 
onel Selfridge  was  on  the  gun-boat  when  it  made  the  first  attaek  ujion 
the  enemy's  battery;  the  attack  was  made  at  his  suggestion. 

It  is  now  positively  known  that  the  force  opposed  to  us, composed  of 
the  veterans  of  the  C.  S.  Army  in  the  west,  under  their  ablest  leaders, 
not  less  than  35,000  strong,  Avith  ample  artillery,  left  Palmetto,  Ga.,Avith 
the  avowed  intention  of  taking  Decatur,  as  its  occupation  Avas  deemed 
absolutely  essentiiil  to  them  in  their  further  oft'ensiA'c  operations  in 
Middle  Tennessee.  In  AicAv  of  this  tlieir  wdtlidraAval  from  our  front,  after 
the  A'ery  serious  demonstrati<m  made  by  them,  can  be  attributed  only  to 
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the  energy  find  industry  of  onr  troops,  their  manifest  -willingnes.s  to 
meet  the  enemy  at  any  tiireatened  point,  and  their  gallantry  whenever 
opportunity  was  offered  for  active  operations. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  GEANGEE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  B.  H.  Polk, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Tennessee. 


No.  56. 


Report  of  Col.  Charles  C.  Doolittle,  Mghteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  com- 
manding post  of  Decatur,  Ala. 

Headqtjartees  Post, 
Decatur,  Ala.,  November  3,  1804. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  general 
commanding,  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  command  ni 
the  defense  of  Decatur,  beginning  on  the  26th  day  and  ending  on  the 
SOthdayof  October: 

For  some  days  previous  to  the  26th  I  had  been  watching  the  move- 
ments of  Hood's  army  as  well  as  those  of  Forrest  and  Eoddey,  and 
scouted  the  .surrounding  country  as  thoroughly  as  possible  with  the 
amount  of  cavalry  at  my  dispo.sal.  On  the  morning  of  the  26th  I  sent 
out  two  parties  of  fifty  each  on  the  Somerville  and  Oourtland  roads. 
Tlie  one  on  the  Somerville  road  met  a  pretty  strong  force  of  the  enemy 
about  three  miles  out,  and  were  obliged  to  retire.  From  the  fact  that 
this  regiment.  Tenth  Indiana  Cavalry,  had  only  been  mounted  and 
equipped  as  cavalry  the  day  before,  I  was  somewhat  of  the  opinion  that 
the  officer  in  charge  had  overestimated  the  force  of  the  enemy,  which  he 
named  at  300  to  400,  and  not  expecting  the  advance  of  Hood's  army  for 
a  day  or  two  at  least,  I  was  of  the  opinion  that  it  might  be  a  scouting 
party  of  Eoddey's  command.  At  1.30  p.  m.  my  vedettes  reported  the 
enemy  advancing  on  the  place.  1  immediately  directed  the  different  com- 
mands to  be  in  readiness  for  action,  and  rode  out  to  the  advance  post  on 
Somervilleroad  to  learn  the  extentof  the  movement.  Sceingthe  enemy's 
columns  forming  into  line,  with  skirmishers  out,  I  hastened  to  cam]>  of 
Second  Tennessee  Cavalry  and  directed  Lieut.  Col.  W.  F.  Prosser  to 
move  out  and  hold  the  enemy  in  check  till  I  could  reenforce  him.  I 
returned  to  headquarters  and  hurried  forward  a  section  of  Battery  A, 
First  Tennessee  Light  Artillery,  Capt.  A.  F.  Beach  commanding,  and 
the  Tenth  Indiana  Cavalry,  about  300  strong,  under  Maj.  Thomas  G.  Will- 
iamson. They  were  moving  at  a  walk,  and  heaiing  firing  I  rode  to  the 
lieadofthe  column  and  directed  Major  Williamson  to  trot  and  report 
to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Prosser.  I  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Prosser 
to  look  well  to  the  river-bank  and  to  extend  the  right  so  as  to  meet  the 
enemy  at  all  points.  The  artillery  had  in  the  mean  time  got  into  posi- 
tion in  the  small  redoubt  connna.nding  the  Somerville  road  and  vicinity, 
as  directed,  and  soon  opened  fire  on  enemy's  line  of  battle.  I  had  placed 
the  picket  reserve  of  the  Eighteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  which  Avas  sta- 
tioned in  this  redoubt,  as  a  sup])ortto  this  vsection:  it  was  small,  but  all 
I  ('ould  give  it  just  then.  I  had  ordered  Captain  Bullock,  proA'^OvSt-mar- 
shal,  to  get  all   not  on  duty  of  bridge  guard  and  iwovost  guard  and 
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bring  them  up  as  support.  Findiug  that  I-  could  liold  the  enemy  in 
check,  about  twenty  minutes  after  the  artillery  opened  fire  I  ordered 
the  right  wing  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Michigan  Infantry,  a  new  regiment 
which  had  just  arrived  and  been  placed  in  position  behind  breast-worlcs 
on  left  flank,  to  move  to  the  front  and  occupy  the  line  of  rifle-pits  on  left 
of  redoubt.  This  tliey  did,  under  a  warm  Are  from  enemy's  battery  and 
small-arms,  in  good  style  for  a  new  regiment.  Soon  after,  I  ordered  up 
the  balance  of  the  regiment,  directing  100  men  under  the  major  to  be 
sent  to  Fort.  No.  1.  About  4  o'clock  I  ordered  Oapt.  Charles  S.  Cooper, 
tthief  of  artillery,  to  send  a  section  of  Battery  F,  First  Ohio  Light  Ar- 
tillery, to  occupy  a  small  earth-work  on  the  left  and  about  300  yards  in 
rear  of  the  redoubt  occupied  by  Battery  A,  First  Tennessee.  Oiiening 
upon  the  enemy  with  12-pounder  Napoleons,  soon  silenced  the  enemy's 
battery  of  ftve  guns.  The  fight  continued  until  dark,  the  enemy  being 
unable  to  drive  us  back  an  inch,  not'\\ith standing  he  made  several  at- 
tempts to  charge  my  line  in  his  usual  boisterous  manner.  I  then  with- 
draw my  forces  inside  main  works,  leaving  100  of  Twenty-ninth  Michigan 
to  strengthen  the  picket-line  and  hold  this  liue-of  rifle-pits.  I  had  sta- 
tioned all  of  the  One  hundred  and  second  Ohio  Infantry  left  in  camp, 
with  a  detachment  of  aboiit  150  men  of  Thirteenth  Wisconsin  Veteran 
Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Captain  Blake,  in  Fort  No.  2,  which  fort  I 
placed  immediately  in  charge  of  Col.  William  Given,  One  hundred  and 
second  Ohio  Infantry,  with  instruction  to  watch  Avell  our  right  flank. 
During  the  engagement  my  pickets  on  the  line  from  the  redoubt  to  the 
river  on  the  right  remained  in  their  position,  and  when  night  came  my 
pi(;ket-line  was  intact.  I  have  since  ascertained  that  I  was  attacked  by 
Walthall's  division,  of  Stewart's  corps,  Hood's  army,  5,000  strong,  whom 
I  really  fought  with  less  than  500  men  and  a  section  of  artillery,  as  the 
Twenty -ninth  Michigan  and  the  small  detachment  of  Eighteenth  Michi- 
gan Infantry  were  not  engaged.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  bold  front  I 
showed  him  deterred  the  enemy  from  charging  and  saved  to  us  a  strong 
position,  which  if  held  by  the  enemy  would  have  caused  us  much  trouble 
and  great  loss  of  life.  The  enemy  attempted  to  send  in  two  flags  of 
truce,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  continued  moving  his  troops  into 
position,  they  were  not  permitted  to  come  in.  I  suppose  it  was  a  de- 
mand for  surrender,  which  would  never  have  been  acknowledged  by  me. 
The  general  commanding  arrived  at  dark  and  assumed  the  general 
direction  of  movements.  During  the  night  the  gun-boat  Stone  Kiver 
arrived  with  detachments  of  One  hundred  and  second  Ohio  and  Eight- 
eenth Michigan  Infantry,  numbering  about  1,200  men ;  also  a  detach- 
ment of  Seventy-third  Indiana  Infantry,  from  Athens,  numbering  eighty 
men.  The  morning  of  the  27tli  dawned  upon  us,  showing  the  enemy 
still  in  front  of  us  on  our  left,  and  extending  around  toward  river  nearly 
to  the  Moulton  road.  Ee-enforcements  came  in  slowly,  consistingof  250 
Fourteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  under  Col.  T.  J.  Morgan;  195  Sixty- 
eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  under  Lieut.  Col.  H.  J.  Espy,  and  about 
70  men  of  Thirteenth  Indiana  Cavalry,  equipped  as  infantry,  under 
Captain  Wilson.  Another  detachment  of  Seventy-third  Indiana,  under 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  B.  Wade,  arrived,  making  about  150  of  Seventy-third 
Indiana  Infantry.  Nothing  worthy  of  especial  mention  occurred  during 
tiie  (lay,  with  the  exception  of  the  driving  back  of  enemy's  skirmishers 
on  our  front  and  right  flank  by  a  detachment  of  Seventy-third  Indiana 
Infantry,  under  Lieutenant  Wilson,  Seventy-third  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry.    For  particulars  see  sub-report  marked  A.* 

*  Sec  AVadc's  report,  p.  709. 
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Oil  the  28tli,  about  3  a.  lu.,  theeuemy  drove  in  a  portion  of  my  pickets 
from  Monltou  roiwi  to  river  on  our  right,  and  established  themselves  iu 
gopher  holes  within  100  yards  of  our  works.     I  endeavored  early  in 
morning  to  re-establish  my  line,  but  found  the  enemy  too  well  protected 
to  move  them.    By  direction  of  the  general  commanding,  Capt.  William 
(J.  M(Jore,  with  about  fifty  of  Eighteenth  Michigan  Infantry  and  a  few 
from  district  headquarters,  clerks  and  orderlies,  moved  down  the  river 
under  cover  of  the  bank  and  formed  sis  skirmishers.    Ho  moved  ou  the 
doiiblc-(iuick,  driving  the  rebels  out  of  their  holes  and  capturing  llo 
prisoners.    In  this  they  were  ably  assisted  by  the  Sixty-eighth  Indiana 
Infantry,  a  detachment  of  which  regiment  was  on  picket,  and  many  of 
the  prisoners  were  taken  by  them.    The  artillery  in  the  forts  rendered 
great  assistance.    I  refer  you  to  Captain  Moore's  report  for  i>articu- 
lars.*     About  noon,  by  direction  of  the  general  commanding,  I  ordered 
(J()lonelMorgan,FourteenthU.S.ColoredInfantry,nownumberingabout 
500  men,  to  charge  a  battery  on  the  river-bank,  planted  by  the  enemy 
during    the  night  previous.    I  respectfully  refer  you  to  his  report, 
marked  B,  for  the  result.t    To  assist  Colonel  Morgan  iu  his  chaige  I 
ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wade  with  his  commaiul  into  line  of  rifle- 
pits  on  our  left  flank,  and  i)osted  one  piece  of  Battery  F,  First  Ohio 
Light  Artillery,  in  the  redoubt  and  small  earth-work  on  that  line,  with 
direction  to  employ  the  enemy  while  Colonel  Morgan  was  moving  on 
the  battery.    Our  garrison  at  this  time  numbered  only  about  2,500  men. 
These  bold  moves  had  a  beneficial  eftect  upon  the  enemy,    lle-euforce- 
ments  arrived  rapidly  and  were  assigned  positions  in  the  works,  special 
reports  of  which  are  made  by  commanding  oflicers,  and  are  submitted 
herewith  as  part  of  this  report,  giving  us  a  total  of  about  5,000  men. 
The  morning  of  the  29th  brought  with  it  indications  of  the  enemy's  leav- 
ing, and  a  reconnaissance  by  Colonel  Morgan,  details  of  which  are  given 
in  his  report,  developed  the  fact  that  only  a  strong  rear  guard  re- 
mained.   About  4  p.  m.  the  enemy  was  driven  out  of  his  last  line  of 
pits,  and  I  reoccupied  the  otd  picket-line  and  my  own  headquarters, 
which  I  had  been  obliged  to  vacate.    Detachments  of  Fourth,  Eight- 
eenth, and  Twenty-ninth  Michigan  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  second, 
and  One  hundred  and  seventy-fourth  Ohio  Infantry,  under  Col.  J.   W. 
Hall,  Fourth  Michigan,  in  all  950,  were  sent  out  at  dark  on  Courtland 
road.    A  very  strong  picket  of  the  enemy  was  met  about  two  miles  out, 
and  the  command  returned  to  camp  late  at  night. 

The  morning  of  the  30th  found  us  in  peace  and  quietness,  the  sun 
shining  brightly,  and  a  sense  of  relief  was  entertained  by  all.  I  pushed 
out  a  reconnaissance  on  Courtland  road,  under  Colonel  Morgan,  con- 
sisting of  his  own  regiment  and  Sixty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  with 
eighty  of  Second  Tennessee  Cavalry,  under  Major  McBath.  The  lear 
guard  of  enemy  Avas  met  within  two  miles  of  town  and  driven  a  mile 
or  two.  The  expedition  returned  to  canii)  at  4  p.  m.  When  I  cionsidcr 
that  we  were  confronted  by  the  whole  of  General  Hood's  army  it  seems 
miraculous  almost  that  v.g  could  escajte capture.  Our  works,  although 
strong  in  some  i)arts,  are  very  M^eak  in  others,  and  if  we  had  been  sub- 
jected to  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  it  w<rald  liave  been  almost  im])ossible 
to  remain,  and  with  new,  untried  troops  forming  the  i)rinci])al  strength 
of  our  garrison,  an  assault  by  such  an  army  would  have  made  me  very 
anxious.  Our  garrison  never  exceeded  5,000  men,  with  nineteen  pieces 
of  artillery,  two  of  whi(;h  came  during  the  night  of  the  2Stli  from 
Huntsville.  I  nuist  say,  however,  that  1  never  saw  troo])s  in  better 
s])irits,  and  their  determination  was  strong  not  to  give  u])  the  works. 

•  ,Sui- 1>,  70i).  I  Scu  V.  711. 
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Tlirough  rain,  day  aud  night,  witli  loss  of  sleep  and  liard  Avork,  I  never 
lieai'd  any  eonii)laint.  Information  gained  from  escaped  negro  soldiers, 
prisoners,  and  deserters  established  the  faet  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  enemy,  determined  on  by  Generals  Beauregard  and  Hood  at  Pal- 
metto, to  take  Decatur,  and  if  he  failed  in  that  to  winter  at  Corinth. 
Hood's  aggregate  Avas  about  40,000,  Avith  sixty  pieces  of  artillery.  He 
AA-as  heard  to  admit  a  loss  of  1,000  in  killed  and  Avounded  alone,  and 
this  is  fully  confirmed  by  soldiers  aud  citizens.  The  whole  of  cmr  losses 
during  the  siege  in  killed,  Avounded,  and  i)ris()ners  is  only  113.  One 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  prisoners  Avcre  captured,  including  7  commis- 
sioned officers;  32  small-arms  Averc  taken,  principally  Enfield  rifles. 
For  the  action  of  the  artillery  I  refer  you  to  reports  of  Captain  Cooper, 
chief  of  artillery,  and  Captain  Beach,  Battery  A,  First  Tennessee  Light 
Artillery.  The  condnct  of  all  the  troops  Avas  admirable  and  deserving 
of  praise.  Captain  Wilson,  Thirteenth  Indiana  Cavalry,  in  charge  of  a 
detachment  of  his  regiment,  alone  merits  censure.  He  has  been  placed 
in  arrest  and  charges  preferred  against  him. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  w^ithout  extending  to  the  commanding 
general  my  thanks  for  the  latitude  given  me,  his  junior;  and  to  all  the 
troops,  officers  and  men,  I  extend  my  thanks  for  hearty  co-operation. 
I  would  especially  mention  Col.  William  Given,  One  hundred  aud  sec 
ond  Ohio  Infantry,  Avho  Avas  immediately  in  command  of  Fort  No.  -J; 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  B.  Wade^  Seventy -third  Indiana,  and  Maj.  Edwin  M. 
Hulburd,  Eighteenth  Michigan,  who  were  at  different  times  in  com- 
mand of  Fort  Ko.  1,  They  were  untiring  in  the  discharge  of  their  du- 
ties. CoL  Thomas  Say  lor,  Twenty-ninth  Michigan;  Col.  M.B.  Houghton, 
Third  Michigan;  Col.  J.  W.  Hall,  Fourth  Michigan;  Col.  J.  8.  Jones,  (Juo 
hundred  and  seventy- fourtli Ohio;  Lieut.  Col.  H.J.  Es])y,  Sixty-eighth 
Indiana;  Captain  Blake,  Thirteenth  Wisconsin  Veterau  Volunteer  Infan- 
try; Captains  Bullock  and  EeecL  Eighteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  ren- 
dered great  service,  but  to  Col.  T.  J.  Morgan  and  his  command.  Four- 
teenth U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  I  am  especially  indebted.  His  skill  in 
handling  liis  men  and  his  bravery  under  heavy  fire  are  Avorthy  of  notice. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  F.  Prosser  I  cannot  praise  too  highly,  and  I  am  much  in- 
debted to  him  and  Capt.  A.  F.  Beach  for  the  success  of  the  first  day's 
fight.  Major  Williamson,  Tenth  Indiana  Cavalry,  deserves  notice,  tie 
held  his  position  against  lieaAy  odds.  The  conduct  of  Capt.  William 
C.  Moore  and  Lieut.  E.  H.  Baker,  Eighteenth  Michigan,  requires  no 
es])ecial  mention  from  me,  as  the  general  commanding  observed  their 
bi  illiarit,  bold  dash  on  enemy's  pickets.  Capt.  John  J.  Stevens,  post 
inspector;  Capt.  C.  S.  Cooper,  chief  of  artillery;  Lieut.  C.  T.  Hewitt, 
acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Lieut.  P.  V.  Wilkins,  aidede- 
camji,  deserve  especial  mention  for  gallantry  in  carrying  my  orders  on 
the  field  under  heavy  fire.  I  would  also  mention  Capt.  H.  U.  Eowe,  of 
the  general's  staff,  who  assisted  me  during  iirst  day.  Surg.  J.  M. 
Evans,  post  surgeon,  gave  every  attention  to  the  Avounded.  I  have 
}iot  mentioned  Lieut.  Col.  .T.  M.  Tliornbui'gh,  as  he  Avas  acting  more  im- 
mediately on  the  staff  of  the  general  commanding.  Again,  1  say  I  can- 
not praise  too  highly  the  conduct  of  all,  aud  I  Avould  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  all  engaged  be  ordered  to  inscribe  ui)on  tlieir  banners  "  De- 
catur."  Permit  me  also  to  remark  that  for  a  long  time  the  garrison  of 
Decatur  has  been  too  small,  and  that  the  ti'oops  have  been  much  over- 
Avorked.  In  my  opinion  this  garris<m  should  never  be  less  than  3,01)0 
infantry  and  1,000  cavalry,  Avith  the  present  amount  of  artillery.  As  a 
point  from  Avhich  the  enemy  can  be  observed  and  information  obtained 
it  is  uusiupassed,  aud  the  nature  of  the  ground  ou  the  north  side  of 
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river  renders  it  of  the  utmosu  importance  that  it  be  retained  in  onr  pos- 
session. In  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  it  would  occasion  us  a  vast  amount 
of  trouble. 

I  submit  list  tif  casualties,  marked  C;  report  of  prisoners  captured, 
marked  D;  report  of  ordnance  tuaptured,  marked  E;  diagram  of  works 
marked  — ,  and  sub-reports  of  different  ofQcers.* 

GHS.  C.  DOOLITTLE, 
Colonel  Eighteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Samuel  M.  Knkeland, 

Actg.  Anst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  JJintrict  of  Northern  Alabama. 

Eecapitulation  of  strength  of  garrison:  First  day,  1,500;  second  day, 
2,500;  third  day,  5,000. 

No.  57. 

Report  of  Cap.  Charles  S.  Cooper,  Battery  1),  Second  Illinois  Light 
Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery. 

Hbadquakters  Chief  of  Artillery, 

Post  Decatur,  Ala.,  November  4,  1804. 

Colonel:  I  herein  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  bat- 
teries under  my  command  during  the  engagement  and  siege  of  the  26th, 
27th,  28th,  and  29th  October,  1864: 

About  12  m.  I  heard  heavy  skirmishing  on  our  left.  It  was  soon  evi- 
dent that  the  enemy  Avas  advancing  on  this  ])hice  and  with  large  force. 
You  immediately  ordered  everything  in  readiness  for  action.  I  at  once 
rode  to  PortNo.  1  and  ordered  Lieut.  XorvalOsburn,  comraandingBattery 
F,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Artillery,  in  the  fort,  to  have  his  command  in  read- 
iness for  action  immediately.  Then  I  proceeded  to  Fort  No.  2,  and  gave 
the  same  instruc^tions  to  Lieut.  H.  C.  Barger,  commanding  Battery  D,  Sec- 
ond Illinois  Artillery,  in  fort;  also  instructed  him  to  have  the  signal  gun 
fired,  which  had  been  kept  loaded  for  that  purpose.  I  then  returned  to 
your  office  or  headquarters,  and  reported  luy  command  in  readiness  for 
action.  You  then  ordered  me  to  have  Captain  Beach,  of  Battery  A,  First 
Tennessee  Light  Artillery,  send  one  section  of  his  battery  to  the  small  fort 
on  the  Somerville  road,  about  800  yards  from  Port  No.  2,  to  cht^ck  the 
advance  of  the  enemy.  I  immediately  gave  Captain  Beaclj  theinstruc- 
tious,  and  accbmijanied  him  to  the  position  he  was  to  take.  After  assist- 
ing liim  in  clearing  away  the  rubbish  from  the  position  he  wished  to  put 
his  guns,  you  ordered  jne  to  return  ngain  to  the  fort.  I  tlien  returned  to 
Fort  No.  2,  sending  my  orderly  to  Fort  Nt).  1,  with  instructions  to  Lieut. 
Norval  Osburii,  commaiiding  Battery  F,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Artillery, 
to  notify  me  of  any  demonstrations  that  might  be  made  on  our  right, 
and  have  his  guns  and  men  ready  to  give  prompt  resistance.  By  this 
time  the  engagement  was  quite  general.  Shot  and  shell  were  liying 
])roiniscuously  about  our  lieads  in  Fort  No.  2,  and  somewhat  aggravating, 
astliere  was  no  chance  of  returning  the  Are  of  the  rebel  battery  Avith- 
out  doing  damage  to  Beach's  men  in  the  outer  fort.  About  3  p.  m.  1 
ordered  Lieutenant  Tobin,  commanding  the  remaining  section  of  Bat- 
tery A,  First  Tennessee,  to  place  liis'  guns  on  the  left  flank,  between 
Fort  No.  2  and  the  river,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  advancing  on  our 
works,  provided  they  should  obtain  possession  of  our  outer  lines. 
I  then  ordered  Lieutenant  Davis,  of  Battery  F,  First  Ohio  Volunteer 
Artillery,  to  move  his  section  to  the  front,  assigning  him  position 

*  Iiiolosures  not  found  with  tlic  oiij^iii;il  report  on  lilc  in  the  War  Dox>artmeut. 
buuh  sub-reports  as  are  louud  follow  as  Nos,  57  to  71. 
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about  300  yards  to  the  left  of  Captaiu  Beacli's  f;uiiH.  After  get- 
ting into  position  and  range  of  the  enemy's  battery,  1  oi'dered  them  to 
commence  firing.  The  enemy  soon  returned  our  fire,  but  A\'ith  the  cross- 
fire we  were  able  to  get  on  them  with  the  two  sections  of  the  two  bat- 
teries, and  the  promiitness  and  aecuracy  Avith  which  our  men  of  both 
batteries  sent  volleys  of  shell  into  them,  they  were  soon  silenced. 
About  3  o'clock  Captain  Beacli  came  in  from  the  front  to  replenish 
his  ammunition,  and  reported  to  me  that  he  had  some  men  killed  and 
some  wounded,  and  the  balance  were  very  much  fatigued.  I  immedi- 
ately sent  for  a  detachment  of  Battery  F,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Artil- 
lery, to  relieve  them.  They  obeyed  their  orders  promptly,  and  rushed 
forward  to  rescue  tlieir  comrades  as  soon  as  possible.  As  soon  as  night 
came  on  I  instructed  Captain  Beach  to  put  part  of  his  battery  in  Fort 
No.  1  find  part  in  Fort  No.  2,  and  Lieutenant  Davis  to  return  to  his  po- 
sition in  Fort  No.  1  with  his  section,  thus  dividing  the  artillery  as  ecjually 
and  in  as  good  positions  as  iwssible  in  case  of  a  night  attack.  ()ji  the 
28th  Lieutenant  Davis  was  again  ordered  out  with  his  section  to  take 
a  position  nearly  the  same  as  before  for  the  purpose  of  draAving  the 
enemy's  fire,  while  the  FourtecMth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  was  charging 
the  enemy's  battery.  On  the  28th  Battery  F,  First  Oliio  Volunteer 
Artillery,  was  stationed  in  Fort  No.  1  all  day  (except  when  the  section 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Davis  was  ordered  out  on  the  left  flank), 
and  was  occupied  in  shelling  the  enemy  wherever  they  appeared  in 
force.  Battery  D,  Second  Illinois  Artillery,  not  having  horses  to  move 
the  guns,  held  their  position  in  Fort  No.  2  during  the  entire  siege,  under 
command  of  Lieuts.  H.  C.  Barger  and  Joseph  Hockman,  shelling  the 
enemy  wherever  and  whenever  they  made  their  appearance  in  a  body 
large  enough  to  justify  in  firing  at  them.  On  the  night  of  the  28th, 
about  1  o'clock,  Sergeant  Maddock,  of  Battery  I),  First  Missouri  Artil- 
lery, reported  to  me  with  two  brass  howitzers,  one  12-i)ounder  and  one 
24-pounder,  with  a  goodly  number  of  men  to  man  them.  I  ordered  one, 
the  24-pounder,  to  be  put  in  Fort  No.  1,  and  the  12-pounder  to  be  put  in 
Fort  No.  2.  On  the  morning  of  the  29th  the  sergeant  in  charge  of  tlie 
24-pounder  had  an  opportunity  to  display  his  skill  in  firing  at  bodies 
of  the  enemy  on  the  crest  and  in  the  ravine  and  woods  at  a.  distance 
of  800  and  1,800  yards.  Guns  of  Battery  F  also  participated  in  and  at 
the  same  time,  and  I  can  only  say  that  both  did  admirably  well.  I  need 
not  mention  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men  under  my  command.  Too 
much  praise  ca,nnot  be  given  them  for  their  vigilance  and  bravery 
shown  during  the  entire  siege.  All  were  only  too  anxious  and  willing 
for  an  active  engagement.  I  would  make  special  mention  of  Lieut.  B. 
K.  Davis  for  the  coolness  and  bravery  displayed  on  the  26th  ultimo. 
Battery  F,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Artillery,  was  commanded  by  Lieut. 
Norval  Osburn.  Capt.  WilUam  H.  Pease,  arriving  at  a  late  hour,  did 
not  take  command  until  the  siege  was  over.  Lieutenants  Barger  and 
Hockman,  with  the  remaining  handful  of  men  of  Battery  D,  would  have 
brought  fresh  to  the  memories  of  the  veteran  rebels  that  we  were  fighting 
the  battles  of  Donelson  and  Shiloh  had  they  attempted  to  charge  our 
works.  Casualties:  Battery  F,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Artillery,  1  man 
wounded,  1  horse  killed. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  foregoing  report,  colonel,  for  your  consider- 
ation, and  remain  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  cool  Ii;K, 
Capt.  Batty.  D,  2d  Illinois,  and  Chief  of  Arty.,  Post  Decatur,  Ala. 

Col.  Charles  C.  Doolittle, 

Commanding  Post  Decatur,  Ala. 
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No.  OS. 

lieport  of   Capt.  Albert  F.  Beach,  Battery  A,  Firxt    Tennensee  Light 

Artillery. 

(J AMI'  Battery  A,  Fikst  Tenn.  Light  Artilleky, 

Decatur,  Ala.,  N'ovemher  3,  1804. 

In  compliauce  witli  special  oicler  fi'oin  brigade  lieadqnarters,  I  have 
the  honor  to  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  command  in  the  recent  demonstration  of  Confederate  forces,  un- 
der command  of  General  Beauregard,  against  this  post: 

Wednesday,  October  20,  I  received  an  order  from  i)()St  headquarters 
to  prepare  my  command,  consisting  of  fcmr  guns,  for  injmediate  action. 
As  soon  as  harnessed,  I  moved  two  guns  out  to  redoubt  on  picket-line 
of  Somerville  road  and  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy's  line  of  battle, 
which  was  replied  to  by  a  rebel  battery  i)artially  masked,  consisting  of 
one  12-pouuder  gun,  one  I'arrott  3-incli  gun,  aiul  tAvo  Whitworth  rilied 
guns.  The  fire  was  kept  up  with  great  spirit  until  dark,  resulting  in 
our  holding  our  position,  with  a  loss  of  2  privates  killed  and  2  privates 
wounded,  and  a  loss  of  8  horses  killed  and  3  single  sets  of  harness  cut 
and  shot  to  pieces.  Thursday  the  guns. were  placed  inside  of  works  and 
used  in  occasionally  shelling  the  enemy's  position.  Thursday  night,  by 
command  of  the  general  (;ommanding,  I  erected  a  battery  for  two  of  my 
guns  on  the  north  bank  of  river  to  co-o])erate  with  the  gun-boats  in  keep- 
ing a  rebel  battery  silent  that  commanded  our  river  communication  with 
north  shore  of  river.  This  proved  a  complete  success,  resulting  in  keep- 
ing the  enemy's  guns  silent,  blowing  up  two  limbers  or  caissons,  and  in- 
flicting a  loss  of  13  killed  in  rebel  battery.  One  section  of  my  battery 
stationed  at  Alliens,  Lieutenant  Tobin  commanding,  joined  the  com- 
mand Friday,  October  28,  at  2  a.  m.,  and  Avas  placed  on  right  flank  of 
works,  doing  excellent  service.  Friday  night  the  two  guns  stationed  on 
north  bank  of  river  Avere  recalled  and  placed  on  left  flank  of  works. 
I  am  credibly  informed  that  on  Wednesday  my  guns  killed  and  se- 
verely Avounded  17  of  the  enemy,  also  10  horses,  aiid  2  nuiles,  and  1  cais- 
son bloAvn  up.  I  presume  that  all  will  agree  that  the  execution  of  ray 
guns  was  excellent.  In  closing  1  Avill  add  that  it  is  impossible  to  praise 
any  one  in  particular  where  all  vied  in  doing  their  duty,  and  none  Avero 
coAvards;  yet  justice  compels  me  to  especially  notice  the  gallant  and 
efficient  conduct  of  Lieutenants  Murphy  and  Kridler.  They  richly 
earned  all  the  encomiums  that  may  be  passed  upon  them. 
I  am,  lieutenant,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  F.  BEACH, 
Captain,  Commanding  Battery  A,  First  Tennessee  Light  Artillery. 

Lieut.  William  A.  MoTeer, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  59. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  F.  Prosser,  Second  Tennessee  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Second  Tennessee  Cavalry, 

Decatur,  Ala.,  October  31,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  Acry  respectfully,  to  submit  the  ft^llowing  re- 
port of  the  operations  of  my  regiment  during  the  past  five  days,  or  since 
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tlie  enemy  made  his  appearance  in  force  in  front  of  this  place.  On  the 
26th  instant  our  mounted  pickets  on  the  Somerville  road  were  driven  in 
about  12  m.  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy,  afterward  ascertained  to  be 
Walthall's  division,  of  General  Hood's  army,  numbering  about  5,000 
men,  Avho  ^vas  discovered  advancing  with  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers, 
supported  by  a  line  of  battle,  with  several  pieces  of  artillery  a  short  dis- 
tance to  the  rear.  Hearing  in  my  camp  the  firing  of  the  pickets  I  im- 
mediately ordered  "boots  and  saddles"  to  be  sounded,  and  a  moment 
afterward  Colonel  Doolittle  rode  uj)  to  my  quarters  and  directed  n)e  to 
move  out  to  meet  the  enemy,  who  was  rapidly  approaching.  I  passed 
the  line  of  infantry  pickets  with  my  men,  about  150  in  number,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  regiment  being  absent  at  the  time  patrolling  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  and  on  other  detached  duty,  in  time  to  form  a  line 
across  the  Somerville  road  facing  the  enemy,  together  with  about  an 
equal  number  of  the  Tenth  Indiana  Cavalry,  under  Major  Williamson, 
who  was  ordered  to  rejjort  to  me  on  the  ground.  Hastily  jnoving  for- 
ward under  a  severe  tire  from  the  enemy,  "by  which  one  of  7uy  orderlies 
was  killed.  Captain  McEeynolds  and  several  others  of  my  regiment 
mortally  wounded,  with  as  strong  a  line  of  skirmishers  as  the  limited 
force  at  my  command  would  permit,  I  was  able  to  check  his  farther 
progress,  and"  although  he  repejitedly  attempted  to  advance  with  loud 
cheering  and  heavy  volleys  of  musketry,  yet  deeming  it  of  great  im- 
portance to  cover  the  outer  line  of  works  in  our  rear,  which  at  the  time 
were  unoccupied,  as  well  as  to  protect  two  guns  of  Battery  A,  First 
Tennessee  Artillery,  which  were  being  brought  up  to  those  works,  1  de- 
termined to  hold  my  position  as  long  as  possible  or  until  re-enfoi-cements 
could  arrive.  In  order  to  cover  the  front  of  the  enemy  I  was  obliged  to 
extend  my  lines  for  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  length,  but  the  open 
and  undulating  nature  of  the  ground  allowed  me  to  maneuver  my  com- 
mand by  concealing  or  exposing  it,  so  as  to  give  the  enemy  an  exagger- 
ated impression  as  to  our  strength,  which,  with  the  effective  lire  of  the 
guns  which  had  in  the  mean  time  been  broughtinto  position,  enabled  us  to 
maintain  our  lines  unbroken  until  the  arrival  of  the  Twenty -ninth  Michi- 
gan Infantry  and  until  night  closed  active  operations.  I  regretted  very 
much  that  the  force  at  my  disposal  would  not  permit  me  to  assume  the 
offensive,  which,  under  the  circumstances,  wouht  not  have  been  advisable 
considering  the  odds  by  which  Ave  were  opposed.  The  coolness  and  ex- 
cellent conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Tenth  Indiana,  under 
Major  Williamson,  as  well  as  of  my  own  regime)it,  contributed  greatly 
to  our  success.  Since  that  time  the  regiment  has  been  actively  engaged 
in  picketing,  patrolling,  and  scouting  on  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee 
Eiver  from  the  mouth  of  Limestone  Creek  to  Lamb's  Ferry,  with  a  de- 
tachment at  the  mouth  of  Elk  liiver.  Much  of  the  duty  performed  by 
the  regiment  has  been  of  such  a  nature  as,  however  severe,  affords  but 
few  circumstances  worthy  of  mention.  The  casualties  as  far  as  known 
are  1  officer  and  2  men  killed,  and  C  wounded  in  the  action  of  the  2Cth 
instant,  and  1  man  killed  on  the  28th  whilst  riding  around  the  skinnish 
line  with  me  under  orders  from  General  Granger..  I  have  to  regret  the 
loss  of  Captain  McEeynolds,  a  young  officer,  whose  constant  industry 
and  correct  deportment  gave  j)romise  of  more  than  ordinary  usefulness. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  PEOSSEE, 
Ideutenant- Colonel,  Gommandinff  Second  Tennessee  Cavalry. 

Lieutenant  Hewitt, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Post  Decatur,  Ala. 
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No.  60. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Harvey  J.  Uspy,  Sixty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry. 

Heabquarteks  Sixty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Decatur,  Ala.,  October  31,  1864,. 
Sir  :  I  have  tUe  honor  to  make  the  following  rei)ort  of  the  part  taken 
in  the  action  of  the  28th  and  29th  October  by  the  Sixty-eighth  Indiana 
Volunteer  Infantry : 

The  regiment  arrived  by  rail  and  crossed  the  river  at  2  a.  ni.  on  the 
morning  of  the  28th  instant  and  was  assigned  to  a  position  to  the  right 
of  post  headquarters.  One  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
G.  E.  White,  were  immediately  detailed  as  skirmishers  (see  report  of 
Cai)tain  White,  marked  A*).  The  position  was  retained  until  3  p.  m., 
at  which  time  the  regimejit  was  ordered  to  the  right  of  the  fort  and  at  7 
I),  m.  on  picket  (see  report  of  Capt.  H.  D.  Moore,  marked  Bt).  The 
regiment  was  relieved  from  picket  at  8  p.  m.  of  the  29th.  On  the  morn- 
'  ing  of  the  30th  at  10  o'clock  the  regiment  was  ordered  on  a  reconnais- 
sance on  the  Courtland  road.  It  marched  three  miles  from  Decatur  and 
supported  the  cavalry  for  four  hours  Avhile  they  were  engaging  the 
enemy  quite  heavUy.  At  3  p.  m.  the  regiment  was  ordered  from  the  field 
and  reached  our  present  encampment  at  dark.  Casualties :  Wounded, 
Private  Isaac  Eogers,  Company  D,  both  thighs,  severe;  Private  Elwood 
Kilgore,  Company  H,  right  thigh,  slight;  Private  John  W.  Shafer, 
Company  I,  right  hip,  severe;  Private  Nelson  Hamel,  Company  E,  hand, 
slight;  Private  William  Bruner,  Company  A,  stomach,  slight.  I  cap- 
tured 11  Enfield  rifle  muskets. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  J.  ESPY, 
LiSit.  Col.,  Commanding  Sixty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry. 
Lieut.  P.  V.  WiLKiNS, 

Acting  Aide-de-Camp,  Fost  Decatur,  Ala. 


No.  01. 

Report  of  Capt.  Giles  E.  White,  Sixty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry. 

OOTOBER  28,  1804. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  malie  the  following  report: 
I  went  on  the  picket-line  in  front  at  5  a.  m.,  with  100  men,  my  left 
extending  100  yards  to  tlie  left  of  the  railroad,  and  my  right  resting  100 
yards  to  the  rig:ht  of  the  Courtland  road.  Skirmishing  commenced  imme- 
diately very  briskly  and  continued  until  about  11  a.  m.,  when  about  forty 
on  the  right  of  my  line  advanced  on  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  in  connec- 
tion with  a  small  party  sent  from  the  fort  for  that  purpose,  (mtting  off 
their  retreat  and  bringing  in  a  number  of  prisoners  and  small-arms. 
Skirmishing  continued  until  about  12  m.,  when  I  Avas  ordered  to  with- 
draw my  skirmishers  and  return  to  camp.  Casualties  have  been 
reported. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILES  E.  WHITE, 
Captain,  Sixty  eighth  Indiana  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  J.  Espy, 

Commandiny  Sixty-eighth  Indiana. 

*  Following.  t  See  p.  709. 
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No.  02. 

Report  of  Gapt.  Hanson  I).  Moore,  Sixty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry. 

Camp  Sixty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Ik'catnr,  Ala.,  October  30,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  tlie  liouor  to  report  that  at  7  p.  m.,  October  28,  1804, 1 
was  ordered  to  report  with  8  oflicers  and  100  enlisted  iiieii  of  the  Sixty- 
eighth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry  for  picket  duty.  We  established 
and  intrenched  the  line  during  the  night.  Skirmishing  commenced  at 
dayliglit  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  and  continued  until  4  ]».  m.,  when 
the  enemy  Avithdrew.  Ofiicers  and  men  behaved  well.  (Casualties  be- 
fore reported. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  J).  MOOIIE, 
Captain,  Sixty-eighth  Indiana  VolunteerK. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  J.  Espy, 

Commanding  Sixty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteers. 


No.  03. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  B.  Wade,  Seventy-third  Indiana  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Seventy- third  Indiana  Infantry, 

Athens,  Ala.,  November  3,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  regiment  (Seventy -third  Indiana)  in  checking  the  late  demonstra- 
tion against  Decatur,  Ala. :  . 

A  detachment  of  100  men  from  the  regiment,  under  command  of  Oapt. 
William  C.  Eaton,  arrived  at  Decatur  at  10  p.  m.  on  the  20th  ultimo, 
and  were  assigned  ])Osition  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line.  At  2  p.  m., 
27th,  the  enemy  having  driven  in  the  pickets  in  front  of  this  position,  a 
detail  of  fifty  men  was  made  from  this  detachment  to  re-establish  the 
line.  The  men  deployed  as  skirmishers,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Wilson,  and  moving  forward  upon  the  double-quick,  gallantly  drove  the 
enemy  back,  although  not  without  stubborn  resistance.  At  2  a.  m.  on  the 
28th  i  arrived  from  Athens  with  fifty  men  and  took  command  of  the  regi 
ment.  At  3.30  a.  m.  the  enemy  charged,  and  again  the  picket-line  was 
driven  in,  but  it  must  be  understood  that  my  men  had  been  relieved  the 
night  before  and  the  line  was  now  composed  of  new  troops.  The  regiment 
was  immediately  formed  at  the  iiarapetwith  two  companies  in  reserve, 
but  no  further  demonstration  was  made  by  either  side  until  the  forenoon 
was  well  advanced,  when  a  small  detachment  of  the  Eighteenth  Michigan, 
having  gained  the  enemy's  left  flank,  very  gallantly  charged  and  drove 
the  whole  rebel  line  from  their  rifle-pits  and  sweeping  in  something  over 
100  prisoners.  I  was  ordered  to  cover  this  detachment  while  it  fell 
back,  and  moved  out  on  the  double-quick,  drew  the  enemy's  fire,  and 
then  ordered  the  men  to  lie  down  and  deployed  by  companies.  Owing 
to  a  misunderstanding  in  regard  to  the  origiaal  order  this  movement 
was  not  well  executed,  but  we  finally  fell  back  under  orders  without 
loss.  At  2  p.  m.  the  regiment  was  placed  as  skirmishers  in  the  trench 
near  the  extreme  left  of  the  line.  Shortly  after  a  charge  was  made 
from  our  left  flank  by  the  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  and  the 
enemy's  line  was  driven  back,  but  rallying  tliey  in  turn  drove  the  Four- 
teenth back  and  threatened  to  double  up  my  left  flank.    At  the  same 


710  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALA/,  AND  N.  GA.  IChai-.  Li. 

time  an  attempt  to  cliarge  was  made  by  the  enemy  in  our  immediate  froi  it, 
and  the  rebel  colors  advanced  some  distance,  but  a  few  well-directed 
volleys  checked  this  movement,  and  the  line  being  re-established  on  the 
left  by  skirmishers  from  the  Fourteenth,  both  parties  resumed  the  usual 
picket  fire.  The  regiment  was  relieved  from  this  line  about  5  p.  m.,  and 
a  detail  of  100  men  made,  who  were  ordered,  in  company  witli  detach- 
ments from  other  regiments,  under  cover  of  the  approaching  daikness,  to 
establish  a  new  line  of  rifle-pits.  This  movement  was  successfully  exe- 
cuted during  the  night  without  meeting  any  opiiosition.  The  line  ad- 
vanced the  next  day  (29th)  and  found  the  enemy  weak  and  withdrawing. 
Two  jirisoners  were  brought  in  by  my  men  during  this  advance.  I  was 
placed  in  command  of  Fort  No.  1  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  and  re- 
tained command  until  dusk  of  the  29th,  when  I  was  ordered  to  return 
with  the  regiment  to  this  place.  Our  loss  in  the  various  sk'  •  ishes 
was  slight,  being  but  1  man  killed  and  2  slightly  wounded.  :'  :uber 
were  struck  by  spent  balls,  but  received  no  injury. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  WADE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Seventy -third  Indiana,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Charles  T.  Hewitt,  Actg.  Anst.  Adjt.  Oen. 


No.  (i4. 
Report  of  Col.  Moses  B.  Houghton,   Third  Michigan  Infantry. 

Hdqks.  Third  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Decatur,  Ala.,  October  HI,  18C4. 
Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  the  first 
report  of  the  operations  of  this  regiment  during  the  last  four  days : 
1  arrived  at  Uecatur  on  the  28th  of  October,  at  10  a.  m.,  and  immedi- 
ately crossed  the  river,  and  was  assigned  to  the  left  flank  of  the  works, 
Avhere  I  remained  until  October  29,  when  400  men,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Atkinson,  were  ordered  to  the  fiont  to  support  the 
Fourteenth  U.  S.  Colored  liegiment,  Colonel  Morgan  commanding. 
Colonel  Atkinson  remained  upon  the])icket-]ine  until  October  .SO,  when 
he  joined  the  regiment,  which  is  now  in  camp.  The  following  is  the  list 
of  casualties  which  have  occurred:  Private  Franciis  Lucas,  Company 
K,  mortally  wounded  October  28;  since  died. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  resi)ectfully,  yf)ur  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  HOUGHTON, 
Colonel  Third  Michigan   Volunteer  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Charles  T.  Hewitt,  Actg.  Asnt.  Adjt.  Gen. 


No.  i\r,. 
Report  of  Maj.  Edwin  M.  Hulburd,  IJighteenth  Michigan  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Eighteenth  Mi(!iiigan  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Decatur,  Ala.,  November  3,  ISM. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  folloAving  report  of  the  part 
borne  by  the  regiment  under  my  (iommand  in  the  defense  of  the  post 
during  the  late  siege: 

At  the  time  the  enemy  appeared  in  front  of  this  ])lace  on  the  2Gth 
ultimo,  I  was  absent  with  a  portion  of  my  conunand  on  a  reconnais- 
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sauce  up  the  river,  and  did  not  return  until  10  p.  m.  of  the  2Gth.  I 
would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Capt.  M.  W.  Reed  for 
a  report  of  the  movements  of  that  portion  of  my  command  remaining 
in  camp  on  that  day. 

Late  on  the  night  of  the  2Gth  I  was  ordered  by  the  colonel  connnand- 
ing  j)ost  to  furnish  a  detail  of  one  officer  and  twenty  men  to  prepare 
the  buildings  outside  the  fortifications  in  direction  of  the  Somerville 
road  for  burning,  in  case  the  enemy  should  drive  in  our  pickets  and 
attempt  an  assault.  I  detailed  for  this  duty  Lieutenant  Brewster, 
Comi>any  F. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  Lieutenant  Brewster  was  ordered  to 
occupy  these  buDdings  with  his  men,  and  in  case  the  enemy  advanced 
in  force  his  orders  were  to  fire  the  buildings  and  retire  within  the 
fortifications.  This  position  he  retained  during  the  27th  aud  28th. 
I  was  also  called  upon  to  furnish  an  officer  and  forty  men  for  guard 
duty  at  district  headquarters,  and  a  detail  of  one  officer  and  twelve 
men  for  duty  in  ordnance  department.  These,  with  the  details  already 
made  upon  my  command  for  bridge  and  provost  guard  and  picket  duty, 
reduced  my  available  force  to  about  l.'5()  men.  With  these  I  was  as- 
signed a  position  on  the  line  of  breast- Avorks  on  the  right  of  Fort  No.  1, 
which  position  my  command  held  during  the  siege.  On  the  morning 
of  the  28th  I  was  ordered  by  the  colonel  commanding  to  take  com- 
mand of  Fort  No.  1,  and  turned  over  the  command  of  the  regiment  to 
Captain  Eeed. 

It  was  while  I  was  in  command  of  the  fort  that  Captain  Moore, 
with  about  fifty  men,  made  a  gallant  charge  on  the  rifle-pits  in  front 
of  Fort  No.  1,  and  drove  out  and  captured  a  large  number  of  the  sharp- 
shooters of  the  enemy  thefe  concealed;  also,  at  the  same  time  Cap- 
tain Reed  moved  out  with  the  remainder  of  the  command  to  cover 
Captain  Moore's  retreat.  1  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  these  officers  for 
further  details. 

Some  time  during  the  day  of  the  28th  I  was  relieved  of  command  of 
Fort  No.  1  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thornburgh,  Fourth  Tennessee  Cav- 
alry, aud  returned  to  my  command,  which  remained  in  position  on  the 
right  of  the  fort  until  about  noon  of  the  29th,  when  it  became  known 
that  the  enemy  had  disappeared  from  our  front,  and  1  ordered  my 
men  to  quarters.  I  desire  to  make  especial  mention  of  Private 
Sampson  Ovendon,  who  attempted  to  hoist  the  garrison  flag  under  a 
galling  Are  from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  and  was  severely  wounded 
in  the  thigh  in  the  attempt.  I  take  great  jdeasure  in  exijressing  my 
comniendation  of  the  coiuluct  of  the  men  of  my  command.  While 
more  than  half  of  them  were  recruits  recently  arrived  from  depot, 
and  who  had  no  opportunity  whatever  for  drill,  they  all  behaved  with 
the  coolness  of  veterans,  aiid  obeyed  every  order  cheerfully  and  with 
alacrity. 

The  casualties  in  my  command  are  as  follows :  Wounded,  Corpl.  John 
Green.  Company  I;  Privates  Gram  Clark  and  Sampson  Ovendon,  Com- 
pany D;  D.  Eddy  1-Iaskins,  Company  F;  Deloss  Love,  Company  E;  and 
William  H.  Hart,  Company  B. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  M.  HULBUED, 

Major,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Charles  T.  Hewitt, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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No.  66. 

Report  of  Gapt.  Myron  W.  Reed,  Eighteenth  Michigan  Infantry. 

Camp  Eighitekntii  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantby, 

Decatur,  A  la.,  Novemher  2,  1864. 

SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  detachment  of  the  Eighteenth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, under  my  command,  during  the  recent  demonstration  of  the  enemy's 
forces  upon  this  iiost: 

At  1  p.  m.,  Wednesday,  October  20,  firing  having  begun  from  the 
enemy's  artillery,  in  position  on  the  comerville  road,  I  was  ordered 
by  Colonel  Doolittle,  commanding  post,  to  proceed  immediately,  -with 
such  detachment  of  the  Eighteenth  Michigan  as  remained  in  camp, 
outside  the  ■works.  I  promptly  obeyed  the  order,  moving  outside  with 
seventy  men.  No  definite  position  being  assigned  me  in  the  order,  I 
chose  one  myself,  and  moved  my  force  to  the  rifle-pit  used  as  a  picket 
reserve,  situated  to  the  right  of  the  earth -work  on  the  Somerville  road, 
and  reported  my  position  to  the  colonel  commanding.  I  remained 
there  within  supporting  distance  of  our  battery  until  8  p.  m.,  when 
I  was  ordered  by  the  aolonel  commanding  to  move  inside  the  works 
and  take  position  to  the  right  of  the  fort  and  extend  my  line  to  the 
river.  Such  position  was  taken  and  held  by  my  men,  divided  into 
reliefs  during  the  night.  No  change  occurred  until  the  morning  of 
October  28,  when,  you  being  absent  in  conrmand  of  the  fort,  I  was  or- 
dered by  Brigadier-General  Granger  to  report  with  my  detachment  to 
Colonel  Wade,  Seventy-third  Indiana  Volunteers,  outside  the  sally-port, 
to  cover  the  skirmishers  of  the  Eighteenth  Michigan,  then  retiring  from 
a  successful  charge  upon  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  concealed  in  front 
of  our  works.  I  reported  to  Colonel  Wade  and  deployed  my  force  ou 
the  left  of  the  Seventy -third  Indiana,  near  the  junction  of  the  Moulton 
and  Courtland  roads.  Brisk  skirmishing  began  with  the  enemy  con- 
cealed along  the  railroad  and  continued  over  an  hour,  when,  by  order 
of  Colonel  Wade,  I  moved  inside  our  works  and  took  position  again  on 
the  right  of  the  foi-t.  The  detachment  of  the  Eighteenth  Michigan 
Volunteer  Infantry,  Avhich  I  had  the  honor  to  command  as  aforesaid, 
consisted  almost  entirely  of  recruits,  newly  joined  to  the  regiment,  and 
with  that  disadvantage  deserve  great  praise  for  prompt  obedience, 
steadiness  under  fire,  and  general  efliciency. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MYKON  W.  REED, 
Captain,  Eighteenth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Maj.  Edwin  M.  Hulbukd, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Michigan. 


No.  67. 
Report  of  Col.  Thomas  Saylor,  Twenty-ninth  Michigan  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-nintu  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry, 

.Decatur,  Ala.,  October  31,  1S64. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command  since 
its  arrival  at  this  post: 

On  the  an'ival  of  my  regiment,  about  noon  of  the  20th  instant,  at 
this  place — immediately  after  reporting  to  the  commandant  of  the 
post — I  was  notified  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy,  and  ordered  to  march 
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my  command  forthwith  to  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  take  posi- 
tion within  the  works  at  the  left  of  Fort  No.  2,  the  left  resting  on 
the  river.  The  rajiid  and  continued  firing  of  the  enemy,  who  had 
o])ened  a  battery  on  the  east  side  of  the  town,  and  were  making  every 
effort  to  silence  the  two  gnins  we  had  in  position  [sic],  I  was  directed  to 
send  forward  300  men  to  their  support,  which  I  did,  in  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Eddy,  who  succeeded  in  placing  them  in  the  rifle-pits 
without  loss,  under  a  hot  fire  from  the  rebel  battery  directly  in  our  front. 
At  the  same  time  the  commanding  officer  ordered  me  to  send  100  men, 
under  command  of  Major  Beebe,  to  take  up  position  in  Fort  No.  1. 
Soon  after  I  received  instructions  to  move  out  the  remainder  of  the 
regiment  and  take  position  in  the  rifle-pits  on  the  left  as  an  addi- 
tional suijport  to  our  guns,  as  the  enemy  were  showing  a  serious  dis- 
j)osition  to  advance.  We  remained  in  this  position  until  late  in  the 
evening,  when,  the  enemy  having  ceased  firing,  I  was  ordered  to  retire 
within  the  works,  and  take  up  the  original  position,  leaving  100  men 
in  the  rifle-pits  on  guard  through  the  night,  and  send  an  additional 
100  men  to  Fort  No.  1,  being  directed  to  keep  one-half  of  the  men  on 
the  alert  and  on  fatigue  duty,  strengthening  the  works,  &c.,  where  we 
remained  until  the  afternoon  of  the  28th,  when  I  was  ordered  to  take  posi- 
tion in  the  center  of  the  works  ^vith  two  companies  in  Fort  No.  1,  the 
remainder  immediately  on  the  left  of  the  same.  On  the  night  of  the 
29th,  in  compliance  with  orders  received,  200  men  were  detailed  to  re- 
port to  Colonel  Hall,  of  the  Fourth  Michigan  Infantry,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  reconnaissance  on  the  Courtlaud  road,  details  of  which  I 
have  not  received.  We  still  occupied  the  position  assigned  us  on  the 
28th  until  we  moved  by  order  to  our  present  location. 
1  am,  vei-y  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  SAYLOK, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Twenty-ninth  Michigan  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Charles  T.  Hewitt, 

Acting  Assiittant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  08. 

Bei)ort  of  Col.  William  Given,  One  hundred  and  second  Ohio  Infantry. 

Headquarters  102d  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Decatur,  Ala.,  November  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tlie  following  report : 
In  obedience  to  orders  from  post  headquarters,  1  moved  out  on  the 
Courtland  road,  with  my  command,  at  4  o'clock  this  morning,  and  at  two 
miles  and  a  half  was  informed  by  a  negro  that  the  rebels  had  been  mov- 
ing on  the  road  during  the  night,  and  that  he  had  heard  there  was  a  large 
force  two  miles  from  Bowling's.  About  one  mile  farther  out  we  came  upon 
the  enemy's  pickets,  and  our  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant  Prosser,  Second 
Tennessee  Cavalry,  drove  them  one  mile  and  a  half,  when  theyjoined  an 
out])ost  (making  their  force  in  sight  about  forty  mounted  men)  and 
made  a  stand.  I  deployed  skirmishers,  oiiened  fire,  and  the  enemy 
fled.  I  sent  Lieutenant  Prosser  to  ascertain  what  facts  concernhig  the 
enemy  (!ould  be  learned  from  Bowling,  who  stated  to  the  lieutenant  that 
on  last  evening  he  Avas  in  the  enemy's  camp  at  Fox  Creek,  on  the  Court- 
land  road,  two  miles  from  where  we  then  were;  that,  the  force  consisted 
of  the  Texas  Legion  and  the  Third  and  Ninth  Texas  Cavalry.    Having 
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gone  farther  than  indicated  in  my  order,  and  being  unable  to  OA'ertake 
the  enemy  with  infantry,  1  retnrned.    A  few  of  the  enemy  followed  us 
a  short  distance,  and  shots  were  exchanged  with  our  rear  guard,  when 
the  pursuit  ceased.    There  were  no  casualties. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WM.  GIVEN, 
Colonel  102(1  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Cor.imanding  Scout. 

Lieut.  Chakles  T.  Hewitt, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Post. 


No.  69. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  J.  Morgan,  Fourteenth  U.  8.  Colored  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  ¥ouktebnth  U.  S.  Coloked  Infantey, 

Decatur,  Ala.,  October  31,  18G4. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infimtry,  in  the  defense  of 
Decatur,  Ala.,  on  the  27th,  28th,  29th,  and  30th  days  of  October,  1804: 

The  regiment  came  to  Stevenson,  Ala.,  from  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  in 
obedience  to  orders  from  Maj.  Gen.  James  P>.  Steedman,  and  from 
Stevenson  to  Decatur  by  comiuand  of  15rig.  Geu.  E.  S.  Granger,  arriv- 
ing in  Decatur,  Ala.,  on  Thursday,  4  ]>.  m.,  October  27.  A  detachment 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Corbin  was  stationed  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river  to  protect  a  section  of  artillery  and  annoy  the  enemy's  right  Hank. 
The  detachment  Avas  subsequently  turned  over  to  Maj.  N.  .1.  Vail.  In- 
closed are  the  reports  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Corbin,  marked  A,  and 
Major  Vail,  marked  B.*  The  remaining  portion  of  the  regiment  did 
duty  on  the  picket-line,  and  on  the  left  of  the  interior  line  of  defense. 
On  Friday,  the  28th,  at  12  m.,  in  obedience  to  instructions  received  from 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Granger,  Companies  A,  F,  D,  I,  C,  H,  E,  and  K,  num- 
bering in  aggregate  a  little  less  than  400  men,  under  ray  command, 
charged  an  earth-woi'k  on  tlie  enemy's  right  near  the  river,  capturing 
the  work,  killing  and  wounding  a  number  (unknown)  of  the  enemy, 
capturing  a  small  number  of  prisoners  and  driving  away  the  remainder 
of  those  occupying  the  work,  and  seizing  the  battery  of  fcnir  guns,  two 
of  which  wei'e  spiked  by  men  of  the  Fourteenth,  after  w'lic-h  the  bat- 
talion returned  within  the  outer  line  of  defenses.  The  battalion  was 
formed  at  a  distance  of  780  yards  from  the  battery  to  be  taken  The 
men  were  stripped  of  all  extra  load,  carrying  only  gun,  accoiiterjiients, 
and  canteen  of  water.  They  were  cautioned  that  a  battery  was  to  be 
charged  and  taken,  if  oidy  ten  men  survived  to  take  it.  They  manifested 
no  undue  excitement  or  fear,  but  seemed  anxious  for  the  work.  Files 
were  distributed  among  officers  and  men  to  be  used  in  spiking  the 
guns.  The  ofKcers  were  cautioned  to  keep  the  line  in  good  shape,  to 
allow  no  straggling,  to  bring  off  the  guns  if  possible,  otherwise  to  spike 
them,  and  to  allow  no  prisoners  taken  to  be  massacred,  but  to  give 
quarter  to  those  who  asked  it.  Two  companies  were  designated  as 
skirmishers  to  push  rai)idly  forward,  firing,  and  instructed  to  assemble 
in  rear  of  battalion  when  charge  was  ended,  and  afterward  to  retake 
their  places  in  line.    The  line  of  battle  was  ordered  to  move  at  a  "  right 

*  See  11.  716. 
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Shoulder  sliift,"  and  not  to  flre  until  tbe  taking  of  the  work.  The  left 
was  ordered  to  skirt  the  river-bank,  and  the  battahon  to  guide  by  that 
flank.  The  regiment  then  moved  along  the  river-banlc  under  cover  for 
150  yards,  until  the  head  reached  the  Federal  line  of  rifle-pits;  here  a 
halt  was  ordered,  skirmishers  were  thrown  out,  the  line  formed,  the 
colors  unfurled,  the  advance  ordered.  The  appearance  of  the  regiment 
on  the  crest  of  the  ridge  drew  the  enemy's  fire.  I  ordered  "  forward, 
double-quick,"  and  the  charge  began.  I  had  scarcely  taken  the  work 
until  an  order  reached  me  to  return  at  once.  Ectreat  was  ordered,  and 
the  line  reformed  in  the  ravine  whence  it  started  twenty  minutes  before. 
The  Avhole  distance  passed  over  was  near  1,500  yards.  The  enemy  re- 
(!overed  from  his  fright,  and  while  I  occupied  his  works  reformed  and 
moved  for  my  rear,  and  rendered  my  position  very  hazardous.  A  fleet 
foot  saved  the  regiment.  On  the  rifle-pits  a  few  of  the  enemy  were 
killed.  As  Captain  Eolph  was  retreating  a  rebel  seized  him  by  the 
collar,  and  paid  the  forfeit  of  life  by  a  stroke  from  the  captain's  sword. 
One  of  the  enemy  laid  hands  upon  a  soldier  of  the  Fourteenth,  and  the 
soldier  dispatched  him  with  the  stock  of  his  musket.  A  sergeant 
started  to  rear  Avith  a  prisoner,  a  corporal  with  another,  but  finding  it 
impossible  to  bring  them  away  they  sent  them  to  seek  medical  aid  among 
their  friends.  Capt.  O.  W.  Eaker  brought  off  1  prisoner  and  delivered 
him  into  the  hands  of  the  provost-marshal.  Three  wounded  and  1  man 
killed  of  my  command  were  left  on  the  field;  2  of  the  Avounded  after- 
ward escaped,  covered  by  the  fire  of  pickets  thrown  out  from  the  com- 
mand; the  others  were  recovered  the  morning  of  the  29tli.  So  far  as  I 
can  ascertain,  and  I  have  sought  the  truth  earnestly,  only  two  men  left 
their  arms  on  the  field.  The  wounded  man  found  near  the  enemy's  line 
the  next  morning  had  his  gun  under  his  head.  Sergeant  King  brought 
away  his  own  and  two  of  the  enemy's  rifles.  I  submit  a  list  of  casual- 
ties fnrnished  me  by  Doctor  Charles  W.  Oleson,  assistant  surgeon,  list 
marked  C*  I  append  a  diagram,  marked  D,t  kindly  furnished  me  by 
Lieut.  H.  H.  Guernsey,  of  my  command. 

I  can  only  speak  in  praise  of  the  officers  who  assisted  in  the  work. 
Lieut(!nant-Colonel  Corbin,  Adjutant  Avery,  and  Sergt.  Maj.  George 
Grilfith  did  excellent  Avork.  No  officer  failed  to  discharge  his  duty. 
During  the  night  of  the  28th  Lieutenant-Colonel  Corbin,  in  charge  of  250 
men,  picketed  the  left  of  the  line  and  annoyed  the  enemy  Avho  spent 
the  greater  portion  of  the  night  in  digging  a  nCAV  line  of  rifle-pits  nearer 
to  our  line.  ToAvard  morning  of  the  29th  I  became  convinced  that  a 
moA'ement  Avas  being  made  by  the  enemy  toward  our  right,  and  so 
notified  the  general  commanding.  At  early  light  I  ordered  a  reconnais- 
sance and  found  the  enemy  had  Avithdrawn  from  the  front  of  the  left, 
Avhich  fact  Avas  promptly  communicated  to  the  commanding  officer.  By 
direction  of  Col.  Charles  C.  Doolittle  I  reconnoitered  the  ground  held 
by  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  left  and  center  of  our  line  and  moA'^ed  until 
he  Avas  found  in  too  strong  force  for  my  command.  A  line  of  battle 
Avas  formed  under  a  brisk  tire,  was  retired  and  hidden  under  the  crest 
of  a  ridge,  the  skirmishers  were  pressed  forward,  and  an  officer  sent  to 
post  commandant  for  orders.  By  his  direction  the  command  Avas  with- 
drawn and  placed  Avithin  the  inner  Avorks.  Lieut.  Charles  Woodworth 
Avas  killed  in  battle  line  by  a  musket-ball,  and  thi-ee  enlisted  men  Avere 
Avounded  on  the  30th.    The  command  of  the  regiment  AA'as  turned  OA^er 

*  Shows  1  officer  and  1  man  killed,  7  officers  and  45  men  wounded,  and  1  man  miss- 
ing; total,  55. 
t  Not  found. 
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to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Corbin,  and  I  assnmwl  command  of  the  "  demi- 
bngade"  (Fourteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  and  Sixty-eighth  Indiana 
Volunteer  Infantry)  by  order  of  Colonel  Uo(')little. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  resiieetfully,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  J.  MORGAN, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Charles  T.  Heavitt, 

Eighteenth  MicMgun  Infantry,  AcUj.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


No.  70. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  C  CorUn,  Fourteenth   U.  8.  Colored  In- 
fantry. 

Decatue,  Ala.,  Octoher  31,  1864. 

Colonel  :  In  accordapce  with  your  verbal  instructions  of  this  morn- 
ing I  submit  the  following  report  of  my  operations  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Tennessee  Eiver,  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  and  the  morning  of  the 
28th  instant : 

On  the  evening  I  reported  to  the  commanding  officer  of  this  jdace 
for  instructions  I  received  orders  to  cross  the  river  with  100  men  of 
the  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  and  intrench  two  guns  belong- 
ing to  Beach's  battery  (First  Tennessee)  opposite  the  enemy's  works 
on  the  south  side  of  tlie  river.  I  commenced  the  work  so  soon  as 
the  night  was  sufficiently  dark  to  cover  my  working  parties  from  the 
enemy.  I  worked  hard  during  the  entire  night,  and  succeeded  in  get- 
ting the  pieces  in  position  just  before  sunrise.  At  daylight  I  had  the 
infantry  deployed  along  the  bank  of  the  river  as  skirmishers,  and  opened 
both  guns  on  their  batteries,  killing  and  wounding  quite  a  number  of 
their  men,  dismounting  one  caisson.  The  infantry  skirmishers  did  good 
work.  All  did  their  duty  equally  well,  and  all  are  worthy  of  special 
mention.  I  was  relieved  at  9  a.  m.,  28tli  instant,  by  Maj.  N.  J.  Vail,  of 
the  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  when  I  reported  at  once  to  my 
regiment  for  duty,  then  in  front  of  the  enemy  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Tennessee  Eiver. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IIENEY  C.  COEIJIN, 
Lientenaut-Colonel  Fourteenth  U.  A'.  Colored  Infantry. 

Col.  T.  J.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Fourteenth   IT.  K  Colored  Infantry. 


No.  71. 

Report  of  Maj.  Xichol.an  J.  Vail,  Fourteenth  U.  A'.  Colored  Infantry. 

Camp  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 

Decatur,  Ala.,  Octoher  31, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  detailed  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  detachment  of  the  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 
while  under  my  connnand : 

In  compliance  with  verbal  instructions  from  Colonel  Morgan,  I  pro- 
ceeded early  on  the  moriung  of  the  28th  instant  to  assume  command 
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of  the  detacliinent  (tlieu  statioued  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river), 
relieving  Lieut.  Ool.  H.  C.  Corbin.  I  found  two  guns  of  Captain 
Beach's  battery  intrenched,  and  one  company  of  the  detachment  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers,  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  Having  received 
no  definite  instructions  I  continued  the  operations  commenced  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Corbin,  annoying  the  enemy  by  a  heavy  fire  across  the 
river  and  endeavoi'ing  to  impede  the  progress  of  their  worli.  The  gun 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Lieutenant  Murxdiy  did  good  exe- 
cutiou,  tearing  up  the  earth- work  opi^osite  to  us,  exploding  one  limber 
chest,  killing  and  wounding  quite  a  number,  while  the  excellent  sharp- 
shooting  of  the  skirmishers  placed  several  of  the  enemy  hors  de  combat. 
About  10.30  a.  m.  T  received  orders  from  the  colonel  commanding  to 
discontinue  the  fire  of  the  skirmishers  for  a  short  period,  and  to  cover 
a  charge  of  tlic  remainder  of  the  regiment  about  to  be  made  on  the 
south  bank  of  tlie  river,  Avliich  instructions  were  complied  with  by 
myself.  The  enemy  kept  up  an  almost  constant  fire  from  their  sharj)- 
shooters.  Duiing  the  afternoon  they  commenced  shelling  the  gun  ixnder 
command  of  Lieutenant  Murphy  with  several  heavy  guns,  rendering 
reply  impossible  and  making  it  necessary  for  the  men  to  seek  the  shelter 
of  the  earth-work.  At  this  time  Lieut.  Frank  Gillett,  of  Company  G, 
was  mortally  wounded  by  a  piece  of  shell.  The  firing  of  my  skirmish- 
ers' was  continued  until  dark,  when  they  were  withdrawn.  Acting  under 
the  impression  that  the  enemy  would  comiilete  their  Avorks  during  the 
night,  thereby  rendering  my  position  untenable,  I  removed  my  com- 
mand a  short  distance  up  the  river,  worked  hard  all  night,  and  had 
nearly  completed  an  earth-work  with  embrasures  for  three  heavy  guns 
when  I  received  an  order  from  the  colonel  commanding  post  to  report 
with  my  command  to  Colonel  Morgan,  which  order  was  complied  with 
in  time  to  take  part  in  the  reconnaissance  made  by  the  regiment  on  the 
29th  instant.  The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  was  deserving  of 
the  highest  praise.    I  append  a  report  of  casualties.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  J.  VAIL, 
Major  Fourteenth  U.  8.  Colored  Infantry. 

Adjt.  W.  H.  H.  Atekt, 

Fourteenth  U.  8.  Colored  Infantry. 


No.  71 


Reports  of  Col.  Letvis  Johnson,  Forty-fourth  U.  8.  Colored  Infantry,  com- 
manding post  of  Balton,  Oa. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  17,  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  regarding 
the  surrender  of  the  colored  and  white  troops  (jomposiug  the  garrison  at 
Dalton,  Ga.,  on  the  13th  instant: 

In  anticipation  of  an  attack  of  the  rebel  cavalry,  which  had  been  m 
the  vicinity  of  Dalton  for  a  week  or  more,  I  sent  Captain  McNeely,  with 
his  company  of  the  Seventh  Kentucky  Volunteer  Cavalry,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  13th  of  October,  toward  Villanow,  by  way  of  Dug  Gap,  and 
sent  Lieutenant  Fuller,  with  his  twenty-five  scouts,  at  the  same  time, 
one  on  the  Eesaca  road  to  patrol  as  far  toward  Eesaca  as  he  could,  for 

"         *^Shows  1  officer  killed,  1  officer  aud  1  man  wouuded,  and  1  man  missing. 
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I  had  learned  that  Lee's  corps,  of  Hood's  army,  had  attacked  that  place 
tLe  day  previous.  About  11  a.  ra.  I  was  notitted  by  Lieuteuant-Oolonel 
Webster,  Forty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  who  accompanied  Cap- 
tain McNeely,  that  he  observed  from  Dug  Gap  that  the  railroad  track 
from  one  mile  north  of  Kesaca  to  within  ftve  miles  south  of  Dalton  was 
burning,  and  that  he  believed  the  bridge  at  Tilton,  ten  miles  south  of 
Dalton,  was  on  tire  also.  Soon  after  he  informed  me  in  person  that  the 
cavalry  was  skirmishing  four  miles  south  of  Dalton  on  the  Tilton  road, 
and  that  the  rebels  were  advancing  on  Dalton.  I  immediately  made  all 
necessary  preparations,  notified  Ma,jor-General  Scliofield,  who  was  on 
one  of  the  trains  then  at  the  depot,  and  requested  him  to  send  me  all 
the  armed  men  from  the  trains  that  could  be  spared.  A  company  of 
about  fifty  men,  belonging  to  the  Fifty-seventh  IlHnois  Volunteers,  were 
sent  me,  and  the  trains  left  in  the  direction  of  Cleveland.  Shortly  after 
our  cavalry  rushed  into  town  and  stated  that  a  large  force  was  follow 
ing  them  closely.  What  force  it  was  and  whether  infantry  or  cavalry 
they  could  not  tell,  and  only  after  my  picket-line  engaged  the  enemy  I 
discovered  that  it  was  an  infantry  force.  After  some  skirmishing,  be- 
tween 12  and  1  p.  m.,  a  flag  of  truce  came  to  my  outposts,  and  the  officer 
whom  I  sent  to  receive  the  flag  sent  me  the  following  communication : 

Headquarteks  Army  of  Tennessee, 

In  the  Field,  October  IS,  1S64. 
Officer  Commanding  IT.  S.  Forces, 

Dalton,  (ia.: 
I  demand  the  immedijito  and  uneonditiouiil  surrender  of  the  post,  and  garrison 
under  yonr  commaud,  and  shonld  this  ho  acceded  to,  all  white  ofiicers  iind  S(d<liers 
will  be  ])aroled  in  a  few  days.     If  the  place  is  carried  hy  assault,  no  i)risoners 
will  ho  taken. 

Most  respectfnlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  HOOD, 

I  answered,  I  cannot  surrender  the  troops  under  my  commaud,  what- 
ever the  consequences  may  be.  After  this  some  slight  skirmishing 
ensued.  In  about  half  an  hour  another  summons  (verbal)  was  sent  in, 
but  answered  as  the  first.  Skirmishing  was  resumed,  and  soon  a  very 
long  and  dense  line  of  infantry,  about  two  miles  in  length,  reaching 
from  the  Tunnel  Hill  to  the  lower  Spring  Place  roads,  and  several  bat- 
teries could  be  observed  from  my  redoubt.  Cannonading  was  also  heard 
above,  near  Buzzard  Roost  Gap,  and  I  was  informed  that  a  division  of 
cavalry  occupied  the  Cleveland  road,  and  that  the  railroad  north  of 
Dalton  was  burning,  the  guard  at  the  first  bridge  north  of  Dalton  cap- 
tured, and  that  the  rebels  were  then  shelling  the  block-liouse  at  the 
second  bridge  north  of  Dalton.    In  short,  we  were  surrounded. 

Captain  SlclSTeely,  of  the  Seventh  Kentucky  Cavalry,  now  came  in 
and  reported  that  he  had  ridden  the  entire  line  of  the  enemy;  that  I 
must  surrender,  as  "  they  had  juen  enough  to  eat  us  up,"  as  he  expressed 
himself.  I  saw  myself  that  there  was  a  large  force  of  the  enemy,  and 
judged  from  the  disposition  of  the  troops  that  they  intended  a  determ- 
ined attack.  Fully  aware  that  in  the  position  which  I  occupied,  and 
which  would  not  afford  sufficient  shelter  and  protection  to  repel  the  at- 
tack of  any  raiding  party,  I  could  hold  out  but  avery  short  time  against 
the  batteries  of  an  army  and  the  assaults  of  infantry,  as  my  redoubt  is 


under  flag  of  truce  to  General  Hood,  with  instructions  to  demand  per 
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mission  to  inspect  the  rebel  forces,  and  if  after  an  inspection  tliey  were 
satisfied  that  there  were  more  than  10,000  infantry  and  one  battery  of 
artillery,  I  proposed  to  evacnate  the  place,  provided  safe  conduct  to  next 
military  post  would  be  granted.  The  i)ennissiou  to  see  the  force  was  re- 
fused to  them,  but  Major  Eustis,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Isham 
G.  Harris,  volunteer  aide-de-camp  on  General  Hood's  staff",  assured 
them  that  the  force  then  in  front  of  Dalton  was  far  more  numerous  than 
what  they  proposed  to  inspect;  that  two  corps,  Cheatham's  (Hardee's 
old  corps)  and  Stewart's  were  in  the  immediate  front  of  Dalton,  and  that 
another  corps,  S.  D.  Lee's,  was  in  easy  supporting  distance,  and  that 
they  were  determined  to  take  the  place,  cost  what  it  might;  that  no 
quarter  would  be  given,  &c. 

While  this  ilag  was  out  I  noticed  that  they  were  getting  everything  in 
position,  and  saw  more  than  twenty  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  line  of  men 
which  must  have  numbered  nearly  25,000.  I  was  now  notified  that  Gen- 
eral Hood  desired  to  see  me,  and  went  out,  accompanied  by  Capt.  T.  B. 
Elirby,  Forty -fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry.  I  saw  General  Hood,  and 
he  repeated  what  his  staff  officers  had  told  my  lieutenant-colonel  and 
the  other  officers,  and  showed  me  at  least  25,000  men  and  thirty  pieces 
of  artillery,  which  were  then  in  position  bearing  upon  my  worlc.  One 
of  the  batteries  consisted  of  twenty  guns,  and  was  placed  ui>on  a  hill 
within  500  yards  southeast  of  my  fort,  Avhich  is  at  least  fifty  feet  higher 
than  the  one  I  occupied,  and  commands  it  entirely.  The  other  battery, 
of  ten  gians,  was  in  position  in  the  grave-yard  west  of  tOwn,  and  also 
commanded  the  redoubt.  In  the  attempt  of  getting  possession  of  the 
hill  of  which  I  speak  above,  the  enemy  lost  0  men  killed  and  some  20 
Avoiinded.  General  Hood  tohl  me  that  I  mu'st  decide  at  once;  that  I 
already  liad  occui>ied  too  much  of  his  time;  and  when  I  protested 
against  the  barbarous  measures  which  he  threatened  in  his  summons 
he  said  that  he  could  not  resti-ain  his  men,  and  would  not  if  he  could ; 
that  I  could  choose  between  surrender  and  de.ith.  I  knew  full  well 
that  I  was  in  his  power,  and  that  my  situation  was  a  desperate  one ;  that 
I  could  not  hold  out  fifteen  minntes  against  the  fire  which  could  be 
brought  to  bear  on  the  works,  and  but  for  a  short  time  against  the 
overwhelming  infantry  force;  that  I  could  expectno  support  from  below 
for  several  days,  and  none  at  all  from  above,  because  having  had  no 
communication  south  of  Dalton  for  several  days,  and  none  north  of 
Dalton  since  the  day  before,  I  could  not  notify  the  posts  below  or  above 
even  that  I  was  attacked.  To  fight  any  more  than  had  been  done  was 
madness,  in  the  face  of  such  barbarous  threats,  which  I  was  fully  satis- 
fied would  be  carried  out,  as  the  division  of  Cleburne,  which  wa^  in  the 
immediate  rear  of  the  rebel  general  and  his  staff,  was  over  anxious  to 
move  upon  the  "  niggers,"  and  constantly  violated  the  flag  of  truce  by 
skirmishing  near  it,  and  to  fight  was  also  hopeless,  as  we  were  sur- 
rounded and  could  not  be  supported  from  anywhere. 

Not  believing  myself  justified  in  sacrificing  the  lives  of  nearly  800 
men,  I  consulted  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Webster,  Foity-fourth  TJ.  S. 
Colored  Infantry;  Captain  MclSTecly,  Seventh  Kentucky  Cavalry;  and 
Captains  Holmes  and  Kirby,  Forty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  and 
was  by  them  advised  to  surrender;  and  deeming  it  my  duty  as  a  soldier 
to  do  so  under  the  circumstances,  I  surrendered  the  command  as  pris- 
oners of  war  between  3  and  4  p.  m.,  uiider  conditions  that  the  men  were 
to  be  treated  humanely,  officers  and  white  soldiers  to  be  paroled,  officers 
to  retain  their  swords  and  such  private  property  as  they  could  carry. 
I  have  to  state  here  that  I  and  the  officers  of  my  regiment  desired  to  be 
sent  south,  provided  we  could  remain  with  our  men,  but  this  was  refused 
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US,  and  I  was  told  by  General  Hood  that  he  would  return  all  slaves 
belonging  to  persons  in  the  Confederacy  to  their  masters;  and  when  I 
protested  against  this  and  told  hiin  that  the  United  States  Grovernment 
would  retaliate,  and  that  I  surrendered  the  men  as  soldiers,  he  said  I 
might  surrender  them  as  whatever  I  pleased ;  that  he  would  have  them 
attended  to,  &c.  As  all  the  negotiations  were  verbal,  but  transacted 
in  presence  of  the  four  officers  named  above,  and  the  regimental  books 
and  papers  lost,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  the  number  of  men  sur- 
rendered exactly,  and  this  cannot  be  done  until  copies  of  muster-rolls 
are  procured.  As  near  as  I  can  come  at  the  numbers,  the  force  was  as 
follows:  First,  Forty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  about  600  enlisted 
men,  26  commissioned  officers;  second,  Company  F,  Fifty -seventh  Illi- 
nois Volunteers,  about  50  enlisted  men,  2  commissioned  officers;  third. 
Company  B,  Seventh  Kentucky  Volunteer  Cavalry,  about  50  enlisted 
men,  3  commissioned  officers ;  fourth,  one  section  Twentieth  Ohio  Bat- 
tery, about  20  enlisted  men;  total,  751  men.  Total  number  of  muskets 
in  command,  650.  The  guns  surrendered  were  one  12-x)ounder  Napoleon 
and  one  3-inch  Eodmau,  in  damaged  condition.  There  were  not  150 
rounds  of  ammunition  for  these  guns. 

A  number  of  my  men  escaped  capture,  as  a  foraging  party  was  absent 
at  the  time  of  attack,  and  a  portion  of  a  bridge  guard  got  away  also. 
I  think  that,  including  the  men  on  recruiting  service  and  those  who 
escaped,  I  have  already  between  200  and  300  men  at  Chattanooga.  In 
connection  with  this  matter,  I  must  report  the  disgraceful  conduct  of 
the  home  guards,  which  are  being  organized  by  a  Mr.  James  G.  Brown 
at  Dalton.  These  men  fled,  at  the  approach  of  the  rebels,  to  the 
mountains,  as  they  had  done  i)reviously  on  a  similar  occasion  (October 
2, 1864),  when  Wheeler  threatened  the  place  and  demanded  surrender. 
I  furnished  these  men  with  such  arms  as  were  at  my  disposal,  but  I 
could  never  even  get  men  enough  of  these  200  to  furnish  a  picket  of 
only  three  or  four  men.  I  know,  had  these  home  guards,  the  cavalry, 
and  the  scouts  done  their  duty  as  they  should,  that  the .  command 
could  have  been  saved,  but  the  cavalry  and  the  scouts  did  not  develop 
the  enemy  sufficiently  to  know  who  was  there  and  how  many,  and  my 
foot  soldiers  were  the  first  to  show  me  what  kind  of  a  force  was  opposed 
to  me,  and  then  retreat  was  impossible.  The  colored  soldiers  displayed 
the  greatest  anxiety  to  fight,  although  all  could  plainly  see  what  an 
immense  force  threatened  us,  and  that  there  was  no  hope  whatever. 
It  grieved  me  to  be  compelled  to  surrender  men  who  showed  so  much 
spirit  and  bravery.  Those  of  the  colored  men  who  participated  in  the 
skirmish  for  the  hill,  spoken  of  above,  behaved  very  well,  contesting 
the  ground  as  stubbornly  as  old  troops.  I  cannot  t«il  what  my  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  was,  but  I  know  that  the  enemy  lost  9  men 
killed  (among  them  a  major)  and  some  20  men  wounded.  I  inclose 
a  diagram  showing  the  situation  of  affairs  at  the  time  of  the  surrender.* 
Although  assured  by  General  Hood  in  person  that  the  terms  of  the 
agreement  should  be  strictly  observed,  my  men,  especially  the  colored 
soldiers,  were  immediately  robbed  and  abused  in  a  terrible  manner. 
The  treatment  of  the  officers  of  my  regiment  exceeded  anything  in  bru- 
tality I  have  ever  witnessed,  and  a  General  Bate  distinguished  him- 
self especially  by  meanness  and  beastly  conduct.  This  General  Bate 
was  ordered  to  take  charge  of  us,  and  immediately  commenced  heaping 
insults  upon  me  and  my  officers.  He  had  my  colored  soldiers  robbed 
of  their  shoes  (this  was  done  systematically  and  by  his  order),  and  sent 
them  down  to  the  railroad  and  made  them  tear  up  the  track  for  a  dis- 

*  See  p,  722^^  "     — —        -  -   ■  -- 
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tauce  of  nearly  two  miles.  One  of  my  soldiers,  wlio  refused  to  injure 
the  track,  was  shot  ou  the  spot,  as  were  also  five  others  shortly  after 
the  surrender,  Avho,  having  been  siclv,  were  unable  to  keep  up  with  the 
rest  on  the  marcjh.  After  arriving  in  the  vicinity  of  Villanow  a  number 
of  my  soldiers  were  returned  to  their  former  masters.  This  I  know  was 
done,  because  I  saw  it  done  in  a  number  of  instances  myself  When 
about  to  be  paroled,  I  tried  to  get  the  free  servants  and  soldiers  in  the 
regiment  belonging  to  the  free  States  (Oliio  and  Indiana)  released,  but 
to  no  avail.  Trom  the  treatment  I  received,  and  what  I  observed  after 
my  capture,  I  am  sure  that  not  a  man  would  have  been  spared  hadliu)t 
surrendered  when  I  did,  and  several  times  on  the  march  soldiers  made  a 
rush  upon  the  guards  to  massacre  the  colored  soldiers  and  their  officers. 
MississipiJians  did  this  principally  (belonging  to  Stewart's  corps),  and 
were  often  encouraged  in  these  outrages  by  officers  of  high  rank.  I 
saw  a  lieutenant-colonel  Avho  endeavored  to  infuriate  a  mob,  and  we 
were  only  saved  fiom  massacre  by  our  guards'  greatest, effin'ts. 

In  conclusion,  I  make  the  request  that  wliatever  can  be  done  will  be 
done  to  secure  the  retaliation,  which  may  in  some  measure  lessen  tlie 
sufferings  of  the  colored  soldiers  of  the  Forty-fourth  Eegiinent  now  in 
captivity. 

I  am.  colonel,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel  Forty-fourth  U.  8.  Colored  Infantry. 

Col.  E.  D.  MussEY, 

Gomdg.  Officer  U.  S.  Colored  Troojis,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  17,  1861. 

General:  Having  already  seut  in  my  lepc^rt  of  the  affiiir  at  Dalton, 
and  the  consequent  surrender  of  the  garrison  at  that  place  at  4  p.  m., 
the  13th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  additional 
statement  in  reference  to  what  occurred  afterward : 

When  the  surrender  took  place  I  told  General  Hood  that  I  surren- 
dered my  command  (colored  soldiers  as  well  as  white)  as  "prisoners  of 
war."  He  answered  me  that  I  might  surrender  them  as  whatever  I 
pleased;  that  he  would  attend  to  them,  &c.,  and  Avhon  I  protested 
against  their  being  treated  inhumanly  or  returned  to  their  former 
masters  (as  he  told  me  he  Avould  have  to  do  should  their  masters  claim 
them),  he  said  that  the  Confederate  War  Department  would  settle  that. 
I  told  him  further  that  should  my  men  be  treated  otherwise  than  pris- 
oners of  war,  I  was  sure  that  my  Government  Avould  retahate.  Not- 
Avithstanding  all  this  the  officers  and  men  were  immediately  after  the 
surrender  deprived  of  almost  every  article  of  clotliing  they  had  about 
them,  and  Avhen  all,  about  dark,  were  marched  off  toward  Tunnel  Hill, 
several  men  Avho  were  taken  from  the  hospital  and  Avere  unable  to 
travel  were  shot  down  in  cold  blood  and  left  on  the  road.  After  arriv- 
ing at  the  headquarters  of  General  Bate  tlie  colored  soldiers  were 
robbed  of  their  shoes  by  officers  Avho  claimed  to  do  this  by  GeneralBate's 
orders.  This  I  saw  myself.  Tliis  same  General  Bate  who  had  his  head- 
quarters in  Buzzard  Roost  Gap,  seemed  also  to  take  an  especial  pleasure 
and  delight  to  add  to  my  humiliation  by  a  most  brutal  and  insulting 
conduct  toward  my  officers  and  men.  He  spfike  to  me  as  I  was  never 
spoken  to  before,  and  Avhen  I  reminded  liiiu  that  I  was  an  unarmed 
prisoner  lie  heaped  greater  insults  upon  me  than  he  had  done  before. 
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We  reinamed  at  Buzzard  lioost  until  nearly  noon  of  the  14th,  were 
then  marched  off  on  the  Villauow  road,  and  arrived  near  Villanow  some 
little  after  dark.  Passed  the  camps  of  the  entire  army,  which  was  en- 
camped in  line,  and  then  bivouacked  ourselves,  strongly  guarded.  As 
no  guards  were  placed  between  the  officers  and  men  that  night,  and  we 
expected  to  be  separated  from  them  on  the  next  day,  they  were  in- 
structed how  to  proceed  to  make  their  escape.  During  the  march  of 
that  day  several  more  of  our  men  were  shot  for  being  unable  to  keep  ui> 
with  the  rest;  several  men  escaped.  A  ration  (very  small)  of  corn  meal 
and  beef  was  also  issued  to  us  that  day,  being  the  first  and  only  food 
we  received  from  them. 

I  have  forgotten  to  mention  above  that  on  the  night  of  the  13th  to 
the  14th  all  the  colored  soldiers  were  marched  down  to  the  railroad 
track  and  obliged  to  destroy  it.  One  man,  who  refused  to  do  this,  was 
shot  on  the  spot. 

On  the  morning  of  the  loth  General  Cheatham  told  me  that  if  I  and 
the  officers  of  my  regiment  had  concluded  to  accept  the  paroles,  that 
we  could  be  paroled  at  on(;e.  We  had  hesitated  to  do  this  when  I  sur- 
rendered, and  made  it  an  especial  stipulation  that  we  should  have  the 
choice  in  the  matter;  but  as  it  was  plain  enough  that  our  men  could 
derive  no  benefit  whatever  from  our  going  to  prison,  as  General  Hood 
told  me  that  we  were  to  be  separated,  I  and  my  officers  agreed  to  ac- 
cept the  paroles,  which  I  knew  would  not  be  recognized,  and  that  we 
would  be  enabled  to  return  to  duty  at  once  in  consequence. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  several  of  my  officers  counted  the  rebel 
army,  which  had  been  passing  ever  since  4  a.  m.  in  three  columns,  two  of 
which  went  on  the  La  Fayette  road,  and  one  went  south.  I  counted 
170  regiments  and  about  50  pieces  of  artillery.  These  pieces  were 
mostly  12-pounder  Napoleons.  I  estimated  the  force  that  I  saw  passing, 
from  4  a.  m.  to  7  a.  m.,  at  about  40,000  men,  and  this  estimate  agrees 
with  that  of  other  officers  who  observed  the  army  pretty  closely.  The 
animals  were  in  very  good  condition,  and  I  observed  that  a  great  many 
extra  horses  were  along,  especially  with  the  artillery.  I  saw  General 
Hood,  General  Cheatham,  General  S.  D.  Lee,  Generals  Loring,  Cleburne, 
Brown,  Bate,  French,  and  Maney,  and  three  or  four  other  general  offi- 
cers, whose  names  I  did  not  learn.  The  men  were  generally  comfort- 
ably dressed,  had  no  rations  whatever,  but  seemed  to  be  satisfied  and 
determined.  I  was  told  by  some  that  they  intended  to  go  into  Middle 
Tennessee;  by  others  that  they  were  going  to  Blue  Mountain. 

We  were  paroled  at  3  p.  m.  on  the  loth  instant,  and  marched  back 
that  evening  to  Dug  Gap,  escorted  by  some  cavalrymen,  who  left  us  at 
the  gap.  I  and  ray  officers  and  men  arrived  at  Daltou  at  about  9  p.  m. 
of  the  same  day. 

I  am,  general,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  L.  JOHNSON, 

Colonel  Forty-fourth  U.  8.  Colored  Infantry. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  D.  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

ADDENDA. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  February  16, 1865. 

Col.  L.  Johnson,  Forty-fourth  IT.  8.  Colored  Troops  : 

Colonel:  Your  report  dated  October  17, 18G4,  in  reference  to  the 
surrender  o£  U.  S.  forces  under  your  command  at  Dalton,  Ga.,  October 
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13j  1864,  has  been  duly  received  and  considered  by  the  major-general 
commanding,  who  approves  of  the  course  you  pursued  upon  that  occa- 
sion in  making  the  surrender,  and  believes  that  your  action  could  not 
have  been  different,  in  justice  to  the  Government  as  well  as  to  the  men 
then  under  your  charge.  With  a  force  so  overwhelmingly  large  as  was 
opposed  to  you  at  Daltou,  had  you  risked  a  battle  almost  the  total  de- 
struction of  your  command  must  have  transpired.  Sometimes  "  discre- 
tion is  the  better  part  of  valor,"  and  the  maior-geueral  commanding 
considers  that  your  action  was  in  this  instance  commendable  discretion. 
To  have  resisted  General  Hood's  command  under  the  circumstances 
would  have  been  foolhardy,  and  your  action  unquestionably  prevented 
a  useless  amount  of  bloodshed  and  waste  of  life.  In  this  case  the  major- 
general  commanding  can  see  no  reason  for  one  word  of  censure. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 
Brigadier-Ge.ieral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


No.  73. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Washington  L.  Elliott,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  of  Cav- 
alry. 

Hdqrs.  CHiEii'  OF  Gav.,  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland, 

Cavq)  on  Little  River,  Ala.,  October  24,  1864. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland  from 
September  13,  the  date  of  my  report  of  the  part  taken  in  the  campaign 
resulting  in  the  capture  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  to  October  24, 1864,  the  date 
of  the  order  reorganizing  the  cavalry  of  the  Military  Division  of  the 
Mississippi. 

After  the  capture  of  Atlanta  the  cavalry  was  posted  as  follows :  First 
Division,  Brig.  Gen.  E.  M.  McCook,  XJ.  S.  Volunteers,  commanding,  with 
the  Eighteenth  Indiana  Battery,  four  guns,  headquarters  of  division 
and  Second  Brigade,  at  Cartersville,  Third  Brigade,  Calhoun,  Ga.,  A^'ith 
greater  part  of  Second  Brigade  at  Franklin  and  Nashville,  Tenn.,  re- 
spectively, for  the  purpose  of  being  remounted.  The  Second  Division, 
Brig.  Gen.  K.  Garrard,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  commanding,  with  Chicago  Board 
of  Trade  Battery,  four  guns,  at  Blake's  Mill,  Ga.,  picketing  to  Rossville, 
Ga.  The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Kili)atrick,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  com- 
manding, with  Tenth  Wisconsin  Battery,  at  Patterson's  Cross-Koads 
picketing  Camp  Greek  to  Chattahoochee,  near  Campbellton,  Ga.  The 
Fourth  j5ivision,  Col.  George  Spalding,  Twelfth  Tennessee,  with  Beach's 
battery  (A),  First  Tennessee  Artillery,  on  the  line  of  communication 
from  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to  Stevenson  and  Decatur,  Ala. 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  Major-General  Sherman  the  Second 
and  Third  Divisions  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  River  and  were,  on  the 
3d  of  October,  1864,  concentrated  at  and  near  Hunter's  Bridge  on 
Noyes'  Creek.  This  stream  and  the  Sweet  Water  protected  the  right 
flank  of  the  enemy  in  his  movements  toward  Big  Shanty.  Some  delay 
was  occasioned  on  account  of  the  impassable  condition  of  the  streams 
and  bad  roads,  caused  by  the  heavy  rains.  On  the  4th  of  October  I 
marched  with  the  command  for  Big  Shanty,  but  found  the  enemy  occu- 
pied, in  considerable  force,  our  old  line  of  works  extending  from  the 
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Dallas  and  Marietta  road  to  the  railroad  in  front  of  Kenesaw  and  near 
Big  Shanty,  where  he  was  then  engaged  in  the  destruction  of  the  road, 
his  working  party  protected  by  a  large  force.    On  the  5th  of  October 
the  Second  Division  was  ordered  to  co-operate  with  the  Fourth  Corps 
moving  on  Pine  Hill.    Beyond  Hardshell  Church  I  found  the  enemy 
held  the  Acworth  and  Lost  Mountain  road,  with  infantry  and  cavalry 
on  the  Marietta  road.    The  Third  Cavahy  Division  was  sent  to  Kolb's 
farm  to  co-operate  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.    October  7,  the 
Second  Division  was  ordered  to  New  Hope  Church  to  scout  on  the 
Burnt  Hickory  and  Dallas  roads.     Pressed  the  rear  guard  of  the 
enemy,  Armstrong's  brigade  of  cavalry,  taking  several  prisoners,  cap- 
turing the  rebel  General  Young  and  Colonel  Camp,  Ninth  Texas  Infan- 
try [Fourteenth  Texas  Cavalry],  Avounded  in  attack  upon  AUatoona. 
The  Third  Division  at  Powder  Springs.    October  9,  the  Second  Divis- 
ion was  ordered  to  New  Hope  Church,  the  Third  Division  to  Pumpkin 
Vine  town.    October  10,  the  Second  Division  was  ordered  to  Stiles- 
borough,  and  the  Third  Division  to  Van  Wert;  the  latter  was  attacked, 
as  reported,  by  Ferguson's  and  Eoss'  brigades  of  rebel  cavalry  and  re- 
pulsed them,  the  enemy  leaving  his  killed  and  wounded,  with  a  few 
prisoners,  in  our  hands.    This  division  harassed  the  enemy's  rear  and 
arrived  at  Eome  on  the  13th,  as  ordered,  when  the  division  was  ordered 
to  the  vicinity  of  Dallas  for  the  protection  of  the  railroad.    October 
11,  the  Second  Division  was  ordered  to  Eome,  Ga.    October  12,  the 
Second  Division  crossed  the  Etowah  and  Oostenaula  to  make  a  recon- 
naissance in  the  direction  of  Summerville.    Before  crossing  the  latter 
stream,  the  pickets  of  the  garrison  had  been  driven  in  on  all  the  roads 
by,  as  was  supposed,  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  on  the  old  Alabama 
road  in  the  direction  of  the  Coosa.    Attention  was  given  to  this  force, 
whicli  proved  to  be  two  brigades  of  cavalry  with  section  of  artillery 
commanded  by  rebel  Colonel  Harrison.    He  was  driven  from  four  to 
five  miles.    October  13,  the  Second  Division  attacked  Harrison's  force, 
captured  his  guns  Avith  about  50  prisoners,  and  several  killed  and 
wounded;  drove  him  in  great  confusion  to,  and  many  into,  the  Coosa 
and  Chattooga  Eivers.     As  I  afterward  learned,  many  arms  were 
thrown  away  by  the  enemy  in  his  flight;  our  loss  was  small.    October 
14,  the  Second  Division  was  ordered  to  Eesaca,  and  thence  through 
Snake  Creek  Gap  on  the  16tli,  covering  the  trains  of  the  armies. 
October  15,  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Colonel  Watkins,  joined ; 
was  ordered  to  Buzzard  Eoost,  thence  to  Chattanooga  on  the  loth, 
and  to  La  Fayette  on  the  17th.    From  that  time  until  the  20th  this 
brigade  co-operated  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  in  its  march,  via 
Alpine,  to  Gaylesville,  Ala.     October  17,  the  Second  Division  was 
ordered  to   Summerville  via  Dirt  Town.      October  19,  the  Second 
Division  co-operated  with  the  Twenty-third  Corps  in  its  march  to 
Melville  Post-Office,  to  Gaylesville,  thence  to  Little  Eiver  on  the 
20th.     October  21,  the  Second  Division  with  Third  Brigade,  First 
Division,  marched  to  Leesburg,  Ala.,  attacked  Wheeler,  [and]  drove 
him  in  disorder  from  his  strong  and  selected  position.    He  left  his  killed 
and  wounded  on  the  field,  and  threw  away  many  arms  in  his  flight; 
our  loss  slight.    October  23,  marched  beyond  King's  Hill,  found  the 
enemy  strongly  posted  in  a  narrow  part  of  the  valley  near  Turkey  town, 
with  Coosa  Eiver  on  his  right  and  the  mountains  on  his  left  flank,  and 
three  or  more  pieces  of  artillery  in  position.    As  our  army  was  not 
marching  on  that  road,  no  advantage  would  have  been  gained  if  suc- 
cessful, and  the  loss  which  would  have  occurred  did  not,  in  my  opinion, 
warrant  an  attack.    The  road  by  which  the  enemy  marched  through 
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the  mountains  was  obstructed  by  felled  trees,  the  bridges  destroyed ; 
every  place  susceptible  of  defense  was  held  until  he  was  forced  from  it 
by  a  movement  on  his  flank. 

In  accordance  with  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  103,  headquarters  Mili- 
tary Division  of  the  Mississippi,  October  24, 18G4,  abolishing  the  office 
of  chief  of  cavalry,  I  this  day  relinquished  the  command  of  the  cavalry 
of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  and  report  for  assignment  to 
duty  to  the  general  commanding  the  department.  During  the  recent 
pursuit  of  Hood's  army  the  cavalry  has  been  actively  employed,  always 
attacking  the  enemy  when  opportunity  ofl'ered.  The  country  passed 
through  has  afforded  ample  supplies  of  forage  and  subsistence;  the 
men  and  animals  were  actually  improved  by  the  campaign. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  ELLIOTT, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  D.  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  74. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Kenner  Garrard,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second 

Cavalry  Division. 

Headquakters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Nashville,  Tcnn.,  November  16,  1864. 

General  :  Before  the  new  organization  of  the  cavalry,  and  during 
the  time  General  EUiott  was  chief  of  cavalry,  this  division  was  actively 
employed  during  the  operations  of  the  army  against  Hood.  For  the 
movements  of  the  division  during  that  time,  I  now  have  the  honor  to 
make  a  report. 

About  the  18th  of  September,  while  encamped  at  Blake's  Mill  and 
Eoswell,  owing  to  the  suspected  movements  oj  the  enemy,  I  was  or- 
dered to  the  vicinity  of  Sandtown,  and  a  reconnaissance  on  the  west 
branch  of  the  river  by  a  portion  ot  my  division  ascertained  that  Jack- 
son's cavalry  had  crossed  and  a  portion  of  the  rebel  infantry  was  cross- 
ing, and  the  rest  of  Hood's  army  moving  from  Jonesborough  toward 
tlie  West  Point  railroad  and  the  river.  I  was  then  ordered  back  to 
Blake's  Mill  by  Powder  Springs,  Acworth,  Canton,  and  EosweU; 
rcficlied  my  camp  on  the  30th  and  found  orders  to  move  at  once  to 
Sweet  Water  and  join  Kilpatrick.  On  the  3d  camped  on  Sweet  Water, 
crossing  the  river  at  the  railroad  bridge.  On  the  4th  moved  to  Kene- 
saw,  passing  near  Marietta,  and  struck  the  pickets  of  the  rebel  infan- 
try near  the  railroad.  At  the  time  the  railroad  near  Big  Shanty  was 
being  destroyed,  and  in  view  a  long  line  of  the  enemy's  infantry  lay 
across  the  road  and  behind  breast- works.  On  the  5th  moved  out  to- 
ward Lost  Mountain  and  skirmished  all  day.  The  Fourth  Eegulars 
made  a  bold  advance  on  the  road  from  near  Lost  Mountain  toward 
Allatoona,  and  drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets  and  ran  the  reserves  from 
some  works.  It  was  afterward  ascertained  from  the  rebels  that  the 
action  of  the  division  on  this  day  caused  the  enemy  to  fall  back  from 
Allatoona,  a  report  reaching  them  in  the  hottest  part  of  the  action 
there,  that  they  had  been  cut  off  from  their  army  and  that  a  division 
of  cavaky  was  advancing  on  their  rear.    On  the  7th  was  ordered  to 
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gain  the  cross-roads  at  New  Hope  Clmrcli  to  obtain  information.  With- 
in two  miles  of  the  church  struck  Armstrong's  brigade.  After  someheavy 
skirmishing,  drove  him  from  tlie  cross-roads  and  to  witliin  a  mile  of 
Dallas.  Captured  a  brigadier-general  and  a  colonel  in  an  ambulance 
passing  from  the  rear  of  the  infantry  to  the  cavalry.  The  Fourth  Eeg- 
imeut  had  the  advance  and  made  the  capture.  On  the  8th  and  9th  re- 
mamed  near  New  Hope,  but  sent  strong  detachments  toward  Burnt 
Hickory  through  Dallas  and  to  within  five  miles  of  Van  Wert,  and 
kept  the  majior-geueral  commanding  fully  informed  of  tlie  movements 
and  course  of  the  enemy.  On  the  10th  moved  to  Stilesborough,  and  at 
11  p.  ]n.  moved  ou  again  toward  Eonie,  at  which  place  I  arrived  early 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  11th.  As  the  route  taken  approached  uear  the 
enemy,  considerable  opposition  was  met  with  on  the  way,  but  full  in- 
formation concerning  tJie  enemy  was  obtained.  He  had  crossed  most 
of  his  infantry  at  Quincy's  Ferry,  ten  miles  below  Eome,  and  was  mov- 
ing in  the  direction  of  Dalton.  On  the  13tli  the  enemy's  cavalry  ap- 
peared ou  the  hills  west  of  Eome.  The  division  crossed  the  Etowah 
and  then  the  Oostenaula,  and  drove  the  enemy  away  and  five  miles 
down  the  road  toward  Coosaville.  On  the  13th  received  orders  to  find 
out  if  the  enemy  had  taken  up  his  pontoon  bridge,  and  if  so,  on  which 
side  of  the  river.  The  Twenty-third  Corps  was  ordered  to  support  me. 
After  advancing  some  four  miles  struck  the  enemy.  The  First  Ohio 
was  dismounted  as  skirmishers,  and  the  Third  Ohio  was  sent  out  on 
the  flanks  mounted,  and  the  Third  Brigade,  Miller's,  was  at  once  dis- 
mounted and  brought  up  in  line,  two  regiments  on  each  side  of  tlie 
road.  The  advance  was  ordered,  and  the  First  Brigade  (Jennings  com- 
manding) was  ordered  up,  passing  the  led  horses. 

The  enemy,  after  a  little  skirmishing,  fell  back,  but  our  advance  con- 
tinued. Soon  the  enemy  opened  artillery.  We  were  moving  through 
woods,  and  could  not  see  his  position,  but  continued  to  advance,  the 
Third  Brigade  and  First  Ohio  in  line  on  both  sides  of  the  road  dismounted, 
the  First  Brigade  mounted  in  column  of  fours  in  the  road,  the  head  of 
column  on  line  with  the  dismounted  men  and  two  companies  of  the  Third 
Ohio  mounted  on  each  flank.  When  within  long  rifle-range  of  their 
position,  the  woods  ended,  and  large  open  corn-fields  lay  between  us 
and  the  enemy,  who  had  formed  line  beyond  a  creek  on  a  ridge  in  the 
edge  of  some  timber.  Just  as  the  line  was  about  to  emerge  from  the 
woods,  the  charge  was  ordered.  The  enemy  stood  firing  his  artillery 
up  to  the  last  moment,  and  the  cannoneers  used  their  pistols  in  defense 
of  their  pieces.  The  artillery,  two  ])ieces,  was  captured  just  as  it  Avas 
limbered  up.  The  enemy  was  routed  and  pursued  on  several  diflerent 
roads.  Their  killed,  wounded,  and  captured,  which  fell  into  our  hands, 
was  over  70,  but  every  pursuing  iiarty  reported  large  numbers  left 
wounded  and  killed  on  the  roads  and  in  the  woods.  The  main  body 
was  pursued  on  the  Coosaville  road  fourteen  miles  below  Eome  and  full 
and  complete  information  was  gained  in  regard  to  the  iiontoon  bridge. 
Tlie  rebel  cavalry  was  Allen's  division,  of  Wheeler's  corps.  One  of  the 
brigades  was  the  Texas  brigade.  A  sot  of  (iolors  of  one  of  the  Texas 
regiments  was  captured.  The  loss  on  our  side  was  1 4  k  illcd  and  wounded 
and  between  30  and  iO  horses.  The  enemy  was  completely  routed,  and 
I  learned  afterward  it  was  more  than  three  days  before  this  rebel 
division  of  cavalry  could  be  collected  together.  The  14th,  15th,  and 
ICth  were  occupied  in  marching  from  Eome,  via  Woodlands,  to  Eesaca 
and  Snake  Creek  Gap.  On  the]  8th  ])as_sed  around  John's  Mountain 
and  through  Dirt  Town  en  route  to  Snmmerville.  On  19th  jiassed 
through  Cover's  Cap  and  Summerville  and  foUoMed  the  road  to  Cayles- 
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ville;  struck  the  enemy  a  few  miles  from  Summerville  and  drove  him 
until  dark.  On  the  20th  advanced  through  Gaylesville,  sku-mishing,  and 
drove  the  enemy  beyond  Little  Eiver.  On  21st  advanced  through  Blue 
Pond;  took  the  road  to  Gadsden;  sharp  skirmishing,  and  toward  even- 
ing engaged  a  division  and  a  brigade  formed  behind  breast- works ; 
charged  the  works  and  took  them.  On  the  22d,  23d,  and  24th  employed 
in  gaining  information  and  compelled  to  drive  the  enemy  from  point  to 
point.  On  the  2oth  the  new  organization  was  ordered,  but  the  division 
was  employed  as  before  every  day  until  the  order  to  move  to  Nashville 
was  issued. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  GAEllARD, 
Brigadier-  General,  (JommanMng  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  D.  Whipple, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 


No.  75. 


Beports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Judson  Kilpatricl;,  IT.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third 

Cavalry  Division. 

Hdqrs.  Chief  of  Cav.,  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  30, 1864. 
Captain:  The  following  dispatch  from  General  Kilpatrick: 

Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Sepiember  SO,  1864—10.30  a.  m. 
Have  hatl  considerable  skirmishing  in  my  front  this  a.  m.  on  Camp  Creek ;  have 
driven  the  rebel  cavalry  back  across  the  Sweet  AVater.  They  are  now  barricading 
tlie  fords  on  that  stream.  Had  2  men  killed  and  ,5  wounded,  and  lost  several  horses 
killed  and  wounded.  I  have  100  men  on  the  ojiposite  side  of  the  river  watoliing  the 
Sweetwater.  I  have  very  few  people  to  guard  so  long  a  line;  my  pickets  from 
Mount  Gilead  Church  to  the  left  should  be  relieved  by  infantry ;  150  men  will  be 
suflicieut ;  can  they  not  be  spared  ? 

J.  KILPATKICK. 

The  brigade  of  Second  Division  from  Koswell  has  probably  reached 
llie  Sweet  Water  by  this  time,  although  it  is  small. 
Eespectfully,  &c., 

W.  L.  ELLIOTT, 

Brig.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Cav.,  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland. 

Capt.  Ij.  M.  Dayton, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Cakteksville,  October  11,  1864 — 3.30. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Elliott: 
The  following  just  received  by  courier  from  General  Kilpatrick: 

Hdqrs.  Third  Cavalry  Division,  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland, 

One  Mile  of  Van   Werl,  Oclolier  9,  1SG4 — 3  2>-  ™- 
General  Elliott: 

I  have  encountered  the  rebel  cavalry  under  Ferguson.    Ross  and  Armstrong  are  (m 
the  Rome  road,  and  I  tliiifk  Stilesborough  road.     Troops  from  Van  Wert  moved  in 
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direction  of  Rome  anil  Oxford.  I  am  having  a  pretty  severe  fight.  Have  gained  the 
mountain  this  side  of  Van  Wert.  A  considerable  forte  of  rebel  cavalry  is  now  mov- 
ing to  attack  ine.  They  have  crossed  the  stream  the  other  side  of  the  town.  Scouts 
report  none  of  our  cavalry  at  Ualliis,  as  I  was  led  to  suppose.  I  would  not  have  ad- 
vanced so  far  had  I  known  this  sooner.  It  is  now  2  o'clock  in  the  day.  I  cannot 
■withdraw  in  th(!  face  of  so  much  cavalry  -without  a  fight.  General  Morgan's  brigade 
of  ca\alry,  700  or  80C  strong,  is  at  Villa  Rica.  '  I  am  afraid  they  may  attack  mc  in 
the  rear. 

A'ery  respectfully,  &c., 

j:  kilpateick. 

Tliw  officer  referred  to  in  yonr  clisi>atcli  thi.s  morning,  belonging  to 
General  Kiljiatrict's  command,  lias  not  rejiorted  to-day,  and  probably 
left. 

E.  M.  McCOOK, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral. 


Van  Wert,  Octoher  10, 1801— 6  p.  in. 
General:  I  met  Itoss'  and  Ferguson's  brigades  on  the  mountains 
one  mile  and  a  half  from  town.  Major  Wolfley,  Third  Kentuclcy  Cav- 
alry, drove  in  their  pickets  and  charged  through  the  town,  capturing 
several  i)risouers,  killing  and  Mininding  number  of  enemy.  After  con- 
siderable fighting  he  was  forced  back  upon  the  column  which  had  just 
reached  the  top  of  the  mountain.  At  2.30  p.  m.  Ferguson  and  Eoss  at- 
ta(;ked  nie  in  position ;  they  were  both  handsomely  re])ulsed.  After- 
Avard, charged  by  the  Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Atkins  (-ommanding,  were 
driven  through  the  town  out  on  the  roads  to  .Jacksonville  and  (!edar- 
town  and  beyond  the  right  fork  of  the  Euharlee.  The  cowardice  of  the 
rebel  cavalry  was  only  equaled  by  the  poor  generalshi])  of  Ferguson 
and  Eoss.  General  Hood  left  Van  Wert  on  Saturday  with  his  army  at 
9  a.  m.  Lee  passed  through  Yan  W^ert,  taking  the  Cedartowu  road. 
Stewart  came  up  the  old  Dallas  road  and  struck  the  Cedartown  road 
two  miles  and  a  half  northwest  of  Van  Wert.  Hardee's  corps  and 
General  Cheatham  jjassed  through  Pumpkin  Vine  and  moved  toward 
Cedartown  Sunday  morning,  leaving  Van  Wert  three  miles  to  his  right. 
Eoss'  and  Ferguson's  brigades  of  rebel  cavalry  are  now  in  my  front. 
Armstrong  cannot  be  heard  from.  General  Morgan  has  a  cavalry  bri- 
gade encamped  somewhere  near  Villa  Eica.  The  entire  rebel  army, 
36,000  strong,  encamped  last  evening  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cedar- 
town. General  Hood  closely  questioned  the  citizens  of  Van  Wert  as  to 
the  roads  leading  to  Blue  Mountain  or  Oxford;  he  asked  no  questions 
about  any  other  points.  I  expect  that  the  rebel  cavalry  in  my  front 
will  have  left  by  dayliglit,  when  1  will  scout  the  country  thoroughly  in 
direction  of  Cedartown  and  Eome  and  ])oints  on  the  Coosa  south. 
Prisoner  taken  to-day  reports  that  General  Beauregard  crossed  the  Chat- 
tahoochee on  Moore'.s  Bridge  on  Friday  last;  was  escorted  by  a  portion 
of  General  Morgan's  cavalry  to  Hood's  headquart(-js,  and  was  cxi)ectcd 
to  assume  command  yesterday  or  to-day. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  KILPATEICK, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Elliott,  and 
General  Sherman. 
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No.  7«. 

Report  of  Mqj.  Omi.  Oliver  0.  Howard,  U.  S.  Army,  commandinfj  Army 

of  the  Tennessee. 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Becemher  28,  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUowhig  report  of  oper- 
ations of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  from  the  taking  of  Atlanta  to  the 
commencement  of  the  Savannah  campaign : 

In  accordance  Avith  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  64,  dated  September  4, 
1864,  from  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  headquarters,  the  Army  ot 
the  Tennessee,  consisting  of  parts  of  three  corps  (Fifteenth,  Sixteenth, 
and  Seventeenth),  was  placed  in  position  in  the  vicinity  of  East  Point. 
Arrangements  Tvere  made  and  the  troops  quite  well  supplied  with  cloth- 
ing, provisions,  and  whatever  else  was  needed.  NotAvithstanding  we  had 
but  one  line  of  railroad  over  which  to  draw  our  supplies,  we  were  able 
to  obtain  everything  in  sufficient  quantity  except  forage,  which  was 
never  abundant,  and  therefore  as  soon  as  the  supply  from  the  country 
was  exhausted,  the  artillery  horses  and  other  animals  began  to  dete- 
riorate. Occasionally  guerrillas  and  raiding  parties  of  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry broke  our  road,  which  rendered  the  prospect  of  continuous  supplies 
precarious  at  best. 

During  the  month  of  September  I  effected  a  consolidation  of  the 
army  of  the  field  into  two  corps,  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth.  The 
portion  on  the  Mississippi  constituted  the  Sixteenth  Corps.  This  sub- 
served the  double  purpose  of  strengthening  the  two  corps  in  the  field 
and  facilitating  the  transaction  of  business.  It  having  been  ascertained 
beyond  a  doubt  that  Hood  was  crossing  the  Chattahoochee,  Brigadier- 
General  Corse  moved  his  two  brigades  at  East  Point  to  form  a  junction 
with  the  one  already  at  Eome,  leaving  Atlanta  on  the  26th  of  Septem- 
ber, in  imrsuance  of  General  Sherman's  order.  I  had  had  intimation 
from  the  commander-in-chief,  that  in  case  Hood  attemjited  to  strike 
his  communication  south  of  the  Etowah  that  he  wonld  turn  on  him. 
When  General  Corse  moved  it  was  yet  uncertain  as  to  Hood's  intention. 
He  was,  therefore,  directed  with  the  force  at  Rome  to  act  against  any 
attempt  of  the  enemy  to  move  on  Bridgeport  from  the  du'ection  of 
Gadsden.  General  Sherman  further  directed,  by  verbal  instructions, 
that  this  force  act  as  an  observing  one,  ready  to  strike  in  any  direction 
the  enemy  might  be  discovered  moving.  As  soon  as  Hood's  intentions 
were  fully  developed,  the  general  movement  northward  commenced. 
Pursuant  to  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  83,  from  General  Sherman,  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  moved  October  4  from  East  Point  to  Smyrna 
Camp-Ground,  making  a  toilsome  march  of  twenty-one  miles  over  a 
bad  road.  The  Fifteenth  Corps  was  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph 
Osterhaus,  and  the  Seventeenth  by  Brig.  Gen.  T.  E.  G.  liansom. 

The  5th  of  October  the  army  moved  to  Kolb's  farm,  which  Avas  the 
prolongation  of  the  Avorks  of  Kenesaw  Mountain.  On  the  4th  it  Avas 
Avell  ascertained  that  Hood's  entire  army,  excepting  Wheeler's  cavalry, 
had  moved  up  abreast  of  Marietta,  struck  the  railroad  between  that 
place  and  Allatoona,  and  Avith  a  part  of  his  force,  at  least,  Avas  moving 
on  Allatoona.  General  Sherman  signaled  from  Kenesaw,  the  tele- 
graph wires  haAang  been  cut  by  the  enemy,  for  General  Corse  to  moA^e 
to  Allatoona  at  once  with  his  whole  command.  General  Corse  reports 
that  he  started  at  once  with  three  regiments  on  the  cars,  and  arrived 
at  1  a.  m,  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant.    He  sent  his  train  back 
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for  more  troops,  but  owing  to  an  accident  the  train  was  considerably- 
delayed  in  returning.  After  General  Corse's  arrival  his  re-enforcements 
and  the  garrison  made  up  an  aggregate  of  1,944.  The  general  reports 
that  as  early  as  2  a.  m.  a  brisk  fire  had  opened  on  the  skirmish  line,  and 
before  dawn  the  enemy  was  pressing  on  all  sides,  so  as  to  necessitate 
re-enforcing  the  outer  posts.  General  Corse,  assisted  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Tourtellotte,  Fourth  Minnesota  Eegiment,  had  made  every  diw- 
position  possible  for  the  defense  of  AUatoona  Pass.  Though  the  place 
was  naturally  a  strong  one,  yet  it  could  hardly  be  expected  that  a  gar- 
rison of  less  than  2,000  men  could  hold  out  against  an  enemy  so  numer- 
ous as  to  be  able  to  completely  surround  the  place.  After  a  brisk  can- 
nonade from  the  south  and  west,  kept  up  for  some  two  hours,  at  8.30 
a.  m.  the  rebel  General  S.  G.  French  peremptorily  demanded  the  sur- 
render of  AUatoona,  "to  avoid  a  needless  effusion  of  blood."  General 
Corse  instantly  replied:  "We  are  prepared  for  the  needless  effusion  of 
blood  whenever  it  is  agreeable  to  you."  The  storm  then  broke  upon  the 
little  garrison  and  raged  with  great  fury  for  nearly  the  whole  day,  but 
finally  the  enemy  was  driven  from  every  position  and  the  garrison  left  in 
possession  of  the  field.  I  call  special  attention  to  the  accompanying  re- 
port of  Brigadier-General  Corse,  which  affords  a  full  and  graphic  account 
of  this  remarkable  battle.  Oiu:  losses  were  quite  heavy,  the  aggregate 
killed  and  wounded  being  707.  Among  the  wounded,  Col.  Eichard 
Eowett,  Seventh  Illinois  Veteran  Infantry,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Tourtellotte,  Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry,  both  of  whom  were  compli- 
mented for  remarkable,  gallantry;  also  Brigadier-General  Corse  quite 
severely  wounded  about  midday.  He  never  left  the  field,  and  imbued 
everybody  with  his  own  energy  and  spirit.  The  garrison  buried  231 
rebel  dead,  captured  411  prisoners — among  the  prisoners  Brigadier- 
General  Young.  We  captured  3  stand  of  colors  and  800  stand  of 
arms. 

While  this  battle  was  transpiring  a  portion  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland had  reached  Pine  Hill,  and  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  was  moving 
out  on  the  Burnt  Hickory  road,  threatening  the  enemy's  flank  and  rear. 
Doubtless  these  operations,  together  with  the  success  of  the  garrison 
at  AUatoona,  determined  Hood  to  withdraw  and  try  another  experi- 
ment. 

Pursuant  to  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  87,  from  your  headquarters,  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  took  up  a  position  between  Big  Shanty  and 
Kenesaw  Mountain  on  the  evening  of  the  8th. 

In  accordance  with  special  direction  from  General  Sherman,  this 
army  moved  from  its  camp  on  the  evening  of  the  10th  and  made  a  forced 
march  to  Kingston,  making  a  distance  of  thirty-eight  miles  with  scav('(ily 
a  halt.  During  the  12th  the  march  was  continued  to  the  vicinity  of 
Kome.  A  brigade  of  General  Hazen's  division  was  taken  by  cars  directly 
to  liome  from  AUatoona,  as  soon  as  my  head  of  column  had  arrived  at 
that  jilaee.  This  was  in  anticipation  that  Hood  might  inake  an  attem])t 
upon  Rome.  General  Corse,  with  his  division  and  that  brigade  and  a 
battery  of  artiUery,  crossed  the  Etowah  on  the  13th  and  made  a  recon- 
naissance, with  a  view  to  develop  the  force  guarding  the  bridge  by  which 
the  enemy  crossed  the  Coosa  some  sixteen  miles  below.  This  move  was 
simultaneous  with  that  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  and  the  cavalry  on  the 
other  bank.  The  fact  that  Hood  had  comi^letely  crossed  tlie  Coosa  and 
moved  northward  toward  Eesaca  and  Dalton  with  his  entire  army  was 
ascertained,  whereupon  I  was  ordered  by  General  Sherman  to  move  at 
once  to  Eesaca,  sending  on  one  division  by  cars  from  Adairsville.  General 
Eansoni,  with  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  took  a  cross-road  which  was  muddy. 
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rough,  and  extremely  difficult  for  wagons.  He  arrived  at  Adairsville 
about  12  midnight.  Finding  cars  there  he  sent  Belknap's  division 
straight  on  to  Resaca.  General  Eaum,  of  General  John  E.  Smith's 
division,  Avas  garrisoning  that  place.  He  had  been  able  to  show  so 
bold  a  front  that  the  enemy,  probably  still  having  AUatoona  in  mind, 
did  not  attack  him  except  with  a  skirmish  line.  Hood,  however,  de- 
manded the  surrender  of  Eesaca  with  a  threat  to  take  no  prisoners  in 
case  of  being  obliged  to  carry  it  by  assault.  But,  while  lie  was  parley- 
ing Avith  the  garrison  at  liesaca,  large  bodies  of  his  army  were  on  the 
railroad  northward,  where  he  captured  the  garrisons  at  Tilton  and  Dal- 
ton.  The  latter,  under  command  of  Colonel  Johnson,  of  the  Forty- 
fourth  Colored  Regiment,  was  surrendered  by  him  Avithout  a  blow.  The 
raih'oad  track  was  pretty  effectually  destroyed  for  upward  of  twenty 
miles  in  this  vicinity. 

The  army,  except  Corse's  division  left  at  Rome,  continued  its  march 
and  arriA'ed  in  Resaca  on  the  14th.  Immediately  the  Avagon  bridge, 
which  had  been  destroyed  by  a  freshet,  Avas  reconstructed,  and  a  recon- 
naissance made  toward  Snake  Creek  Gap  by  a  regiment  of  General 
Ransom's  command,  Avhich  came  i\])(m  the  enemy  about  six  miles  from 
Resaca,  developing  AAhat  appeared  to  be  quite  a  strong  force,  probably 
the  enemy's  rear  guard. 

General  Sherman  arrived  at  Resaca  on  the  evening  of  the  14th,  where 
he  issued  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  91.  Pursuant  to  this  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee  marched  on  the  morning  of  1.5th,  and  came  upon  the 
enemy's  rear  guard,  probably  a  small  brigade,  in  intrenchments  cover- 
ing the  mouth  of  Snake  Creek  Gap.  General  Stanley  was  moving  to 
the  right  to  pass  over  the  ridge  north  of  the  gap,  so  that  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee  simply  pressed  the  enemy's  front  Avith  a  skirmish  line, 
Avaiting  for  his  position  to  be  turned  by  Stanley.  The  enemy's  force, 
however,  was  so  small  that  a  simple  threat  upon  liis  right  flank 
as  if  to  turn  it  caused  him  to  abandon  the  position  and  run  over  the 
ridge  and  through  the  gap.  On  reaching  its  mouth  Ave  found  th« 
pass  badly  obstructed  by  felled  trees;  these  obstructions  continued  for 
upAvard  of  five  miles.  The  infantry  did  not  cease  its  march  a  moment, 
going  over  the  trunks  of  trees  and  through  the  bushes,  pushing  forward 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  while  general  and  staff  officers,  Avith  dismounted 
orderlies  and  detachments  of  pioneers,  as  fast  as  they  came  up  AA'cnt 
to  work  vigorously  to  clear  away  the  obstructicms  for  the  artfllery  and 
wagons.  Smaller  trees  Avere  throAvn  out  bodily,  the  larger  ones  cut  and 
cleared  away  with  great  rapidity,  so  that  the  pass  was  rendered  prac- 
ticable, and  the  head  of  the  wagon  train  reached  the  Avestern  opening 
by  7  p.  m.    The  army  encamped  for  the  night  near  this  opening. 

In  accordance  with  Sj^ecial  Field  Orders,  No.  92,  from  your  head- 
quarters, the  army  marched  toward  Ship's  Gap,  the  Fifteenth  Corps, 
Major  General  Osterhaus,  leading.  His  First  Division,  Brigadier-Geu- 
eral  Woods  commanding,  encountered  the  enemy's  skirmishers  not  far 
from  the  summit  of  Taylor's  Ridge.  What  is  called  Ship's  Gap  is  a 
slight  depression  in  the  ridge  over  which  the  road  winds  in  a  circnitttus 
manner,  seeking  a  gradual  ascent  along  the  spurs.  General  Woods  con- 
fronted the  rebels  with  considerable  force  and  then  threw  a  regiment 
around  their  flank,  capturing  between  30  and  40  of  them.  The  rest 
gaA-e  way  and  fled,  whereupon  the  advance  was  pushed  about  a  mile 
beyond  the  ridge  and  with  the  rest  of  the  army  went  into  camp  for  the 
night. 

In  accordance  with  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  94,  from  headquar- 
ters Military  IJivision  of  the  Mississippi,  the  command  moved  for- 
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ward  oil  the  followiug  day  and  eucamped  at  La  Fayette.  Ou  tlie  18th 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  continued  its  march  along  the  La  Fayette 
and  Summerville  road  to  the  vicinity  of  Summerville,  crossing  the 
Chattooga  Eiver  near  Trion  Factory.  The  bridge  across  this  stream 
had  been  partially  destroyed,  but  was  quickly  repaired  by  the  pioneer 
corps.  On  the  following  day  the  command  moved  to  Alpine,  and  on 
the  20th  pushed  on  by  two  routes  to  Gaylesville,  the  Fifteenth  Corps 
moAdng  to  the  right  on  the  Shinbone  Valley  road,  via  Davis'  Cross- 
Eoads,  and  Seventeenth  Corps  on  the  direct  road,  passing  through 
Einggold.  Pursuant  to  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  99,  headquarters 
Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  the  army  moved  on  the  old  Ala- 
bama road  and  took  up  a  position  on  Little  Eiver,  throwing  a  strong 
advance  guard  across  the  river  toward  Blue  Pond.  This  position  was 
maintained  until  the  28th.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  a  bridge  was 
thrown  across  Little  Eiver,  and  Woods'  and  Hazen's  divisions,  of  the 
Fifteenth  Corps,  with  two  batteries  of  artillery,  Major-General  Oster- 
haus  commanding,  made  a»reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of  Turkey- 
town  and  developed  the  enemy  in  some  force,  occupying  hastily  con- 
structed works  extending  across  the  valley  from  the  mountain  to  the 
river.  After  a  slight  skirmish  the  enemy  retired,  and  our  forces  fell 
back  having  accomplished  the  object  of  the  movement.  Bridges  hav- 
ing been  built  across  the  Chattooga  and  the  pontoon  having  been  laid 
over  the  Coosa,  the  trains  moved  in  advance  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
28th,  and  were  all  across  these  rivers  at  daylight  on  the  29th.  The 
army  followed  across  these  rivers,  the  rear  gijard  completely  destroy- 
ing the  bridges,  and  encamped  on  Cowan's  Creek,  and  on  the  following 
day  pushed  on  to  Cave  Spring.  On  the  1st  of  November  the  com- 
mand moved  on  parallel  roads  from  Cave  Spring  to  Cedartown,  and 
on  the  following  day  pushed  forward  in  the  same  order,  the  Seventeenth 
Coriis  reaching  Van  Wert,  and  the  Fifteenth  encamping  a  few  miles 
south  of  Van  Wert.  The  army  continued  its  march,  and  on  the  night 
of  the  3d  both  corps  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  Dallas.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  the  Seventeenth  Corps  moved  to  Lost  Mountain,  while  the 
Fifteenth  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Powder  Springs.  The  move- 
ment continued,  and  the  whole  command  reached  Smyrna  Camp-Ground 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th,  and  went  into  position  facing  westward. 
Seventeenth  Corps  on  the  right  and  Fifteenth  Corps  on  the  left.  I 
have  omitted  to  mention  the  death  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  E.  G.  Eansom,  and 
will  here  introduce  an  order  published  to  the  troops  whilst  the  impres- 
sion of  his  character  was  vivid  and  his  loss  peculiarly  felt : 

General  Field  Okdeks,  )       Hdqrs.  Dept.  ani>  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  21.  J  Cedartown,  Ga.,  November  1,  186i. 

The  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  will  hear  with  deep  sorrow 
and  reffret  the  news  of  the  death  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  E.  G.  Eansom,  lately  commanding 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

General  Eansom  was  ill  at  the  very  beginning  of  this  campaign,  but  was  unwill- 
ing to  leave  the  field.  Hoping  the  attack  of  the  fell  disease  which  caused  his  death 
was  but  temporary,  he  did  not  (iease  day  or  night,  as  was  ever  his  wont,  to  exert  him- 
self to  the  utmost  in  his  country's  service.  When  the  army  reached  Gaylesville,  Ala., 
he  was  compelled  by  aggravated  sympt%pis  to  relinquish  his  command,  and  now  we 
learn  that  ou  the  28th  [29th]  ultimo,  while  being  carried  on  a  stretcher  to  Eome,  ho 
died.  General  Eansom  was  much  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  this  army  has 
lost  one  of  its  most  useful  officers  and  brightest  ornaments.  His  noble  record  is  too 
familiar  to  need  recounting  here.  "While  with  me  in  command  of  his  division  of  the  Six- 
teenth Corps,  after  the  wounding  of  Major-General  Dodge,  in  command  of  that  corps 
at  Atlanta  and  Jonesborough,  and  then  in  command  of  the  Seventeenth  Corpsdiiring 
the  present  vigorous  operations,  he  showed  himself  an  officer  of  the  highest  order  of 
merit,  as  also  a  man  of  a  pure  and  elevated  character.    It  is  with  a  feeling  of  deep 
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sorrow  at  our  loss  that  I  refer  to  this  young  man,  so  full  of  promise,  so  enthusiastic 
in  his  country's  cause,  so  untiring  in  his  exertions  to  thwart  the  wickerl  men  who 
have  raised  their  hands  against  us;  but  he  has  done  well  his  part,  and  like  so  many 
other  of  our  comrades  who  have  worked  with  us,  he  has  gone  peacefully  to  the  haven 
of  rest.  We^will  cherish  his  bright  memory,  and  strive  to  attain  his  irreproachable 
character.  (I 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 

I  have  said  very  little  iu  my  brief  sketch  of  this  remarkable  campaign 
of  nearly  300  miles  marching  of  the  methods  of  procuring  supplies. 
We  were  directed  by  the  geueral-in-chief  to  take  ten  days',  but  so  far  as 
forage  is  concerned  we  did  not  have  it  and  could  not  secure  it.  After 
the  first  day  we  found  large  fields  of  good  grass  in  the  vicinity  of 
Smyrna  Camp-Ground  and  Marietta.  At  every  halt  these  fields  were 
covered  with  the  horses,  mules,  and  cattle  belonging  to  the  army.  We 
lost  large  numbers  of  the  poorer  mules  and  artillery  horses  at  first,  and, 
iu  fact,  till  after  passing  Ship's  Gap.  As  the  ration  wagons  became 
empty  the  poorer  mules  were  attached  afid  sent  to  Chattanooga,  and 
the  good  ones  retained.  At  Eesaca,  at  Rome,  and  at  places  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Eome  considerable  transportation  Avas  broken  up  and  mules 
assigned  to  the  artillery  so  as  to  be  able  to  move  it.  At  Gaylesville, 
IJursuant  to  directions  from  General  Sherman,  the  artillery  was  re- 
duced to  one  battery  to  a  division ;  by  exchanges  the  good  horses  were 
attached  to  the  retained  batteries  and  the  rest  sent  to  Eome  and  Chai,- 
tauooga.  We  found  plenty  of  forage  after  passing  Taylor's  Eidge  in 
the  different  valleys  down  as  far  as  Little  Eiver.  Vann's  Talley  is  very 
fertile  and  Avas  filled  with  corn,  sweet  potatoes,  flour,  pigs,  cattle,  sheep, 
and  fowl.  Cedartown  and  its  vicinity  also  gave  us  plenty  of  corn. 
The  animals  continued  to  improve,  and  tlie  command  was  well  suj)- 
I)lied  with  jirovisions  up  to  our  return  to  Smyrna  Camp-Ground.  At 
this  place  we  remained  till  the  13th  of  November,  preparing  for  the 
ensuing  campaign. 

During  the  12th  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  destroyed  the  railroad 
from  Big  Shanty  to  the  Chattahoochee  Eiver,  burning  the  ties  and 
bending  the  rails,  a  stretch  of  road  twenty -two  miles  in  extent. 

On  the  13th  the  army  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  Atlanta;  encamped 
near  White  Hall. 

While  the  sick  and  the  surplus  stores  of  every  kind  that  had  accu- 
mulated at  Atlanta  were  being  removed-  to  Chattanooga  and  Nashville 
General  Corse  was  having  the  same  thing  done  at  Eome.  On  the  10th, 
after  having  destroyed  the  public  storehouses,  he  evacuated  Eome  and 
set  out  for  Atlanta,  reaching  its  vicinity  on  the  evening  of  the  Idth. 

General  John  E.  Smith's  division,  which  had  been  guarding  the  rail- 
road during  our  Atlanta  campaign  and  parts  of  which  were  located  at 
AUatoona  and  Eesaca,  had  concentrated  near  Cartersville  by  the  10th 
of  November  and  reached  Atlanta  the  morning  of  the  14th.  By  break- 
ing up  the  line  of  communication  my  army  was  increased  in  efl'ective 
force  by  above  two  divisions  which  had  been  detached.  After  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  railroad  quite  a  large  number  of  recruits  joined 
the  different  regiments,  so  that  the  effective  force  for  the  coming  cam- 
paign reached  an  aggregate  of  nearly  30,000. 

Taking  everything  into  consideration,  the  campaign  of  300  miles 
which  General  Hood  inaugurated  with  so  much  6clat  was  to  our  army 
a  positive  advantage.    Both  men  and  animals  were  better  prepared 

a  Note. — I  subsequently  learned  that  the  general  was  taken  from  the  litter  and  was 
resting  at  a  comfortable  house  when  he  died. 
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for  future  operations  at  its  end  tliau  at  its  beginning,  and  wc  certainly 
made  more  than  a  replacement  of  the  damage  done  by  Hood  along  our 
line  of  communication. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 
Capt.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aide-de-Cami). 


No.  77. 

Report  of  Capt.  James  M.  McGUntoclc,  Chief  Actuuj  8ir/nal  Officer. 

Ofi'iVjE  ov  the  CHn:K  Acting  Signal  Officer, 

Akmy  of  the  Tennessee, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  November  d,  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  duty 
Ijerformed  by  the  detachment  of  the  signal  corps  under  my  charge  dur- 
ing the  month  of  October,  1864: 

Upon  the  4th  instant  [ultimo]  the  detachment  accompanied  the  army 
which  moved  toward  Marietta,  to  operate  against  the  enemy  who  had 
the  day  before  made  his  appearance  in  force  upon  the  railroad  between 
Kenesaw  and  Allatoona  Mountains  and  destroyed  it,  also  the  telegraph 
for  several  miles;  therefore  there  was  no  means  of  communication  with 
Allatoona  and  the  north  except  by  signals.  As  several  of  the  offi- 
cers were  absent  on  leave  and  business,  our  force  in  the  field  (aside 
from  those  on  Kenesaw  and  Allatoona  Mountains)  stood  as  follows: 
At  headquarters  of  the  detachment  were  Lieutenant  Sampson  and 
myself;  Avith  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  Lieutenants  Stickney  and  Kelley ; 
with  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  Lieutenant  Sherfy.  Lieut.  William  Ware, 
acting  assistant  quartermaster  of  the  detachment,  was  left  in  this  place 
in  charge  of  surplus  men,  stores,  &c.,  while  Lieutenants  Worley,  Allen, 
Dunlap,  and  Shellabarger  were  absent  on  leave.  After  crossing  the 
Chattahoochee,  we  proceeded  some  five  miles  and  went  into  camp  for 
the  night.  On  the  5th  the  army  moved  to  and  took  position  on  the 
Marietta  and  Powder  Springs  road,  at  Kolb's  farm,  some  two  miles  and 
a  half  southwest  of  Marietta,  and  there  awaited  orders.  At  3  p.  m.  I 
instrncted  Lieutenant  Stickney  to  establish  a  station,  and,  if  possible, 
open  communication  with  the  station  on  Kenesaw  Mountain.  This  he 
failed  to  do,  from  the  fact  (as  I  afterward  learned)  that  the  officers  on 
the  mountain  Avere  too  busy  with  the  regular  stations  to  attend  to  him. 

On  the  6th  I  sent  Lieutenant  Kelley  to  Kenesaw,  temporarily  to  assist 
those  officers  and  open  Avith  Lieutenant  Stickney,  but  as  the  weather  Avas 
very  unfavorable,  nothing  Avas  accomplished  until  the  morning  of  the 
7th,  Avhen  communication  was  opened  and  messages  transmitted.  Our 
line  then  extended  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee  to  those 
of  General  Sherman,  near  the  southern  base  of  Little  Kenesaw,  dis- 
tance about  six  miles,  with  one  intermediate  station  on  the  mountain. 
On  the  same  day  (7th)  I  proceeded  on  a  tour  of  obserA'^ation  to  Kene- 
saw, relieved  Lieutenant  Kelley,  and  placed  Lieutenant  Sherfy  in 
charge  of  the  station.  Since  the  1st,  Lieutenant  Fish,  assisted  by 
Lieutenant  Connelly,  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  had  been  in 
charge  of  the  regular  station,  communicating  Adth  Allatoona,  Marietta, 
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Atlauta,  &c.,  while  Lieutenant  Adams  alone  worked  that  at  AUatoona, 
Lieutenant  Allen  not  having  returned  from  leave  of  absence.  On  the 
66.  the  otticer  on  the  Kencsaw  station  saAv  and  reported  to  the  com- 
manding general  at  Marietta  the  movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  rail- 
road between  Keuesaw  Mountain  and  Big  Shanty,  some  three  miles 
distant.  (See  Lieutenant  Fish's  report,  marked  A.*)  The  weather 
being  unfavorable,  no  communication  Avas  had  with  AUatoona.  On 
the  4th  messages  of  importance  were  sent  over  the  line,  but  the  weather 
being  still  unfavorable,  and  the  distance  considerable,  fifteen  miles, 
caused  much  delay  in  some  instances.  The  other  stations  communicat- 
ing with  Kenesaw  were  also  very  important  and  at  times  demanded  the 
whole  attention  of  Lieutenants  Fish  and  Connelly.  On  the  5th  the  enemy 
attacked  the  garrison  at  AUatoona,  and  after  a  severe  engagement  was 
repulsed  with  heavy  loss.  For  coolness  and  bravery  during  the  fight, 
which  lasted  several  hours,  Lieutenant  Adams  and  party  deserve  spe- 
cial notice.  Several  messages  of  vital  importance  (one  of  which  Gen- 
eral Sherman  remarked  "may  have  saved  the  army")  were  sent  and 
received  amid  showers  of  rebel  shot  and  shell.  To  Acting  Sergt.  J.  W. 
McKenzie,  of  Lieutenant  Allen's  party,  and  Private  Frank  A.  West,  of 
the  detachment  Army  of  the  Cnmberland,  great  credit  is  due  for  good 
behavior  while  under  fire.  That  part  of  his  men  not  required  for  duty 
on  station  Lieutenant  Adams  sent  to  re-enforce  our  troops  in  the 
trenches,  in  Avhich  position  they  acquitted  themselves  Avell.  (See  Lieu- 
tenant Adams'  report,  B.t)  During  the  fight  the  officers  on  Kenesaw 
sent  many  important  messages  to  the  different  stations  established  at 
certain  points  as  our  army  moved,  also  to  those  of  Marietta,  Vining's, 
Atlanta,  Pine  Hill,  &c. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  moved  about 
eight  miles  and  encamped  two  miles  north  of  Kenesaw.  Assisted  by 
Lieutenant  Sampson,  adjutant  of  the  detachment,  I  quickly  reopened 
communication  with  the  mountain.  Lieutenant  Sherfy  still  being  in 
charge  of  the  mountain  station.  We  remained  here  until  the  morning 
of  the  11th,  when  we  moved,  via  AUatoona,  to  Kingston,  thence  to  near 
Eome,  where  we  halted  about  twenty-four  hours. 

On  the  8th  Lieutenant  Weirick,  who  had  been  absent  at  Nashville 
on  business  for  the  detachment,  returned  and  was  ordered  to  duty  with 
Lieutenant  Fish,  thus  relieving  Lieutenant  Sherfy,  who  proceeded  to 
rejoin  his  corps.  After  leaving  Eome  the  army  jmslied  on  rapidly  after 
tlie  enemy,  who  had  again  struck  the  railroad  between  liesaca  and 
Dalton.  While  thus  engaged  it  was  impossible  to  do  any  signal  duty 
of  importance  other  than  reconnoitering,  taking  observations,  &c.,  as 
tire  troops  were  almost  constantly  on  the  move  and  generally  well  con- 
centrated. 

On  the  21st  we  arrived  near  Little  River  and  went  into  camp  until 
further  orders. 

On  the  22d  communication  by  signals  was  opened  between  General 
Sherman's  headquarters  at  Gaylesville  and  those  of  General  Howard, 
some  five  miles  distant.  Caiitain  Bachtell,  chief  signal  officer.  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  furnished  officers  for  the  two  stations  nearest  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  headquarters,  Avhile  I  supplied  the  station  at  General 
Howard's  headquarters.  Several  important  messages  were  sent  over 
this  line  during  our  stay  at  this  point. 

On  the  24:th  Lieutenant  Sherfy  accompanied  the  Fifteenth  Corps  on 
a  reconnaissance  toward  Guntersville,  on  the  Tennessee  River,  and  was 
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absent  two  days.  While  out  he  took  observations,  lecounoitered  roads, 
and  assisted  the  general  commanding  in  several  instances  in  determin- 
ing the  i)osition  and  force  of  the  enemy,  &c. 

On  the  28th  we  moved  to  Oedartown,  on  the  Coosa  Eiver,  from  which 
place,  on  the  29th,  I  proceeded  under  orders,  via  Eome,  to  Atlanta. 
At  Eome  Lieutenants  Shellabarger  and  ]:)unlap  reported  to  mo  for 
duty,  they  having  been  detained  at  Chattanooga  for  some  time,  owing 
to  the  railroad  being  broken. 

From  the  3d  until  the  telegraph  line  was  repaired  between  Kenesaw 
and  Allatoona  the  ofticers  on  those  stations  transmitted  many  impor- 
tant messages.  In  fact  the  utility  of  the  system  was  fully  proven  during 
that  period,  and  the  services  rendered  by  the  corps  acknowledged  by 
the  generals  connnandiug. 

On  the  30th  I  arrived  at  this  place,  and  have  since  been  engaged  in 
assisting  Lieutenant  Ware  in  fitting  out  the  different  officers  (who  have 
just  returned  from  the  north)- and  their  parties  for  active  duties  in  the 
■field. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  for  coolness,  bravery,  and  good 
behavior  inider  fire  the  following  promotions  be  made:  Se(;oud-class 
Private  J.  W.  McKenzie  to  first-class  private,  and  Private  Frank  A. 
West,  of  signal  detachment,  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to  the  next 
grade  in  the  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  M.  McCLmTOCK, 
Captain  and  Chief  AcUj.  Sig.  Off.,  Commanding  Detachment. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  J.  L.  Nicodemus, 

In  charge  of  Signal  Bureau,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  78. 


Reports  of  Lieut.  William  H.  Sherfy,  U.  S.  Signal  Corps,  commanding  de- 
tachment. 

TiDQRs.  Signal  Detachment,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Little  Bivcr,  Ga.,  October  ,3«,  1864. 

Lieutenant  :  ]  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  duties 
performed  by  myself  and  the  detachment  under  my  command  during  tlie 
five  davs  ending  October  ~>,  1864: 

During  October  1,  2,  and  3,  1  was  in  camp  at  BastPoint,  Ca.,  making 
out  reports  and  preparing  to  march.  On  the  4th  1  started  from  camp  with 
the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  taking  with  me  the  men  belonging  to  my  own 
party,  and  ordering  those  of  Lieutenant  Adams'  party  to  reserve  camp  at 
Atlanta;  marched  twenty  jniles  and  l)ivouacked  at  11  p.  m.  On  the  5th 
we  marched  eight  miles  and  encamped,  Avlion  T  went  to  Marietta  to  as- 
sist in  getting  signal  communication  between  headquarters  of  Generals 
Sherman  and  Howard.  During  those  two  days  J  reconnoitered  when 
necessary,  and  occasionally  did  the  duties  of  aide  to  (Tcneral  Osterhaus. 
During  the  five  days  Lieutenant  Weirick  was  on  special  duty,  bringing 
men  and  stores  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  and  was  detained  by  a 
railroad  accident.    Accompanying  you  will  find  his  report.* 

Lieutenant  Fish  took  charge  of  signal  station  on  Kenesaw  Mountain 
October  1,  and  reported  all  quiet  that  day  and  the  2d ;  and  having  seen 
indications  of  the  enemy  on  October  3,  he  kept  a  good  lookout  with  a 

*  Not  found. 
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telescope,  and  discovered  a  large  camp  of  the  enemy  near  Lost  Moun- 
tain ;  also  infantry  and  cavalry  moving,  and  in  the  evening  he  discovered 
rebel  cavalry  on  the  railroad  near  Big  Shanty,  which  fact  he  reported 
to  the  proper  authorities.  That  evening  all  our  forces  in  his  front  were 
withdrawn  and  he  thus  left  outside  the  lines  and  near  the  enemy.  Fear- 
ing an  attack,  he  made  preparations  for  a  vigorous  defense,  and  also  to 
destroy  all  public  property  he  could  not  carry  away  in  case  he  would  be 
compelled  to  leave ;  but  he  bravely  stood  at  his  post,  and  by  a  judicious 
display  of  his  small  force  kept  the  enemy  away.  October  4,  he  watched 
and  reported  the  movement  of  the  enemy,  and  passed  many  messages, 
among  which  was  information  to  AUatoona  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  against  that  place,  and  orders  from  General  Sherman  to  hold  out, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  garrison  was  re-enforced,  and  enabled  on 
the  following  day  to  successfully  resist  the  assaults  of  the  enemy  and 
save  our  large  store  of  supplies.  October  5,  General  Sherman  was  on 
the  mountain  all  day,  and  Lieutenant  Fish  sent  many  important  mes- 
sages for  him  to  seven  different  stations  with  which  he  communicated 
that  day.  The  message,  in  the  morning,  that  General  Corse  had  arrived 
at  AUatoona  with  re-enforcements,  and  in  the  evening  after  the  battle, 
that  they  still  hold  out,  gave  the  general  much  pleasure,  and  he  re- 
marked they  were  "worth  f  1,000,000"  to  him.  Accompanying  I  send 
Lieutenant  Fish's  report,*  with  a  copy  of  many  important  messages 
sent  by  him  appended.  Lieutenant  Shellabarger  was  away  on  "leave 
of  absence,"  and  consequently  I  have  no  report  from  him. 

During  the  five  days  Lieutenant  Adams  was  on  signal  station  at  AUa- 
toona in  charge  of  enlisted  men  belonghig  to  the  parties  of  Lieutenants 
Worley  and  Allen,  and  performing  the  duties  of  that  station.  October 
3  and  4,  he  received  and  sent  a  number  of  imj)ortant  messages  in  regard 
to  the  movement  of  the  enemy  and  telegraph,  &c.  October  5,  the  enemy 
made  the  attack  on  AUatoona,  and  asthepoint  occupied  as  a  signal  station 
by  him  became  untenable,  on  account  of  the  enemy's  fire,  he  repaired  to 
one  of  the  forts  with  his  flag,  from  which  he  sent  a  message  during  the 
engagement.  When  the  battle  became  general  he  watched  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  and  directed  the  fire  of  our  artiUery,  and  at  the 
same  time  directed  the  men  under  his  charge  to  repair  to  the  rifle-pits 
and  procure  arms  from  wounded  men  and  use  them,  which  they  all  did, 
one  man  firing  as  high  as  ninety  rounds.  I  have  not  yet  received  Lieu- 
tenant Adams'  report,  but  wUl  forward  it  to  you  upon  its  arrival, 

I  am  satisfied  with  the  actions  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  detach- 
•ment,  believing  all  did  their  duty  properly. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  SHEEFY, 
First  Lieut.,  Vomdg.  Detach.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

First  Lieut.  J.  P.  Sampson, 

Actg.  Adjt.  Signal  Detachment,  Department  of  the  Tennessee. 


Hdqrs,  Signal  Detachment,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

lAttU  River,  Ga.,  October  28, 1864. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  foUowlng  report,  of 
duties  performed  by  myself  and  the  detachment  under  my  command 
during  the  five  days  ending  October  10, 1864: 

October  6,  in  camp  at  Fifteenth  Corps  headquarters.    7th,  I  went 
to  station  near  department  headquarters  to  see  if  my  services  were 
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needed  there,  and  afterward  went  out  to  the  fro^it  to  look  for  signals 
on  Lost  Mountain.  At  noon  I  received  orders  to  go  to  Kenesaw  Moun- 
tain, and  started  immediately,  arriving  and  taking  charge  of  station  at 
4  p.  m.  During  the  three  succeeding  days  I  was  on  the  mountain  very 
busy,  and  passed  many  imx^ortant  messages,  some  of  which  you  will 
find  appended  to  this  report.  (3n  the  evening  of  the  10th  I  was  re- 
lieved from  duty  on  the  mountain  (several  of  the  stations  with  which  I 
communicated  having  cldsed),  and  1  at  once  started  for  the  front,  going 
as  far  as  department  headquarters  that  night.  Lieutenant  Weirick  was 
at  Atlanta  October  6  and  7,  transacting  official  business,  and  on  the 
8th  he  marched  to  Marietta,  bringing  stores  and  equipments  for  his 
party.  On  the  9th  and  10th  he  was  on  duty  at  signal  station  on  Kene- 
saw. Accompanying  you  will  find  his  report.*  Lieu  tenant  rish  was  on 
duty  at  signal  station  at  Kenesaw  Mountain  during  the  five  days  and 
was  very  busy  transmitting  many  inii)oitaiit  messages.  Accompanying 
you  will  find  his  report.*  Lieutenant  Shellabarger  was  away  on  leave 
of  absence,  and,  consequently,  I  have  no  report  ftom  him.  Lieutenant 
Adams  was  on  duty  at  Allatoona,  iu  charge  of  men  of  Lieutenants 
Worley's  and  Allen's  parties,  and  transacting  the  business  of  that  sig- 
nal station,  and  as  the  army  was  part  of  the  time  iii  that  vicinity  and 
the  telegraph  down  he  had  many  important  messages  to  transmit.  I 
have  not  yet  received  his  report,  but  will  forward  it  to  you  when  re- 
ceived, lam  well  pleased  with  the  manner  in  which  the  officers  and 
men  did  their  duty,  except  that  there  was  some  comi)laint  of  negligence 
against  Lieutenant  Adams'  station. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  11.  SHERFY, 
First  Lieut.,  Gomdg.  Signal  Detach.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

First  Lieut.  J.  V.  Sampson, 

Actg.  Adjt.  Signal  Detachment,  Department  of  the  Tennessee. 


No.  79. 


Report  of  Lieut.  John  Q.  Adams,  U.  8.  Signal  Corps,  commanding  de- 
tachment at  Allatoona,  Ga. 

Signal  Detachment, 
Allatoona,  Ga.,  October  11, 1864. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  you,  I  have  the 
honor  to  hereby  transmit  the  following  report  of  signal  duty  performed 
by  myself  and  enlisted  men,  assigned  to  Lieutenants  Allen  and  Worley, 
for  the  ten  days  ending  October  10, 18G4: 

[October]  1st  and  to  the  4th,  nothing  of  minute  importance  occurred, 
aside  from  the  regular  routine  of  signal  duty  to  be  performed  on  a  sig- 
nal station.  4th,  this  line  of  signals  became  very  important,  as  the 
enemy  had  the  day  previous  destroyed  the  railroad  and  telegraph  com- 
nmnications  between  this  place  and  Marietta,  and  tore  up  some  eleven 
miles  of  track,  thus  leaving  no  other  than  signal  communication  be- 
tween the  main  army  and  the  north.  A  message  was  received  by  me 
during  the  day  giving  the  information  that  the  enemy  were  marching 
in  force  upon  Allatoona,  thence  to  Kome,  and  also  dispatches  were  re- 
ceived ordering  the  movement  of  troops  to  this  place  and  to  hold  out 
to  the  last,  by  General  Sherman.  5th,  at  2  a.  m.  our  i)ickets  were  at- 
tacked, and  there  was  skirmishing  until  morning.  A  demand  was  sent 
in  for  the  surrender  of  the  place  by  Major-General  French,  command- 
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ing  a  divi.siou  in  Stewiirt's  corps,  of  tlie  rebel  armv.  This  was.  of  course, 
reinsert,  and  at  i) ;».  m.  the  enemy  had  ns  snrnmn'ded  on  every  approach- 
able side  and  the  engagement  heeame  general.  As  soon  as  I  conld 
see  Kenesaw  1  called  and  sent  them  a  message  stating  the  arrival  of 
onr  re-enforcements,  &c.  This  was  abont  10  a.  m.  and  after  I  had 
moved  over  to  the  fort  Avith  jny  flag.  This  message  was  flagged  under 
a  sharp  fire,  and  1  wish  to  iiiake  special  mention  of  the  coolness  and 
bravery  of  J.  W.  McKenzie,  acting  sergeant  Lientenant  Allen's  party, 
and  Frank  A .  West,  of  the  signal  corps,  Department  of  the  Onmberland. 
West  was  on  his  way  to  join  his  party  at  the  iVont,  and  happened  to  be 
detained  here  on  acjcount  of  the  railroad  being  cnt.  I  was  not  aware  of 
his  presence  until  I  saw  him  volnutarily  gt't  np  on  top  of  tlie  works  and 
relieve  McKenzie  at  the  flag.  The  message  was  of  some  length  and 
was  flagged  with  remarkable  coolness  and  accuracy  by  these  two  men. 
The  tight  lasted  about  eight  hours  from  the  time  it  became  general. 
With  telescov)e  I  discovered  the  enemy  withdrawing  their  artillery,  and 
the  musketry  had  in  a.  nieasuie  subsided.  1  sent  a  message  to  General 
Sherman  that  we  were  all  right,  and  (ireneral  ( 'orse  was  wounded. 
While  sending  this  the  iireAvas  not  so  severe  as  when  1  sent  the  former 
one,  but  sharpshooters  Avere  still  tiring  on  us,  and  it  Avas  far  from  being- 
safe.  E.  O.  McGinity,  of  Lientemmt  Allen's  party,  and  A.  F.  Fidlev, 
of  Lieutenant  Worley's  pai'ty,  flagged  this  message  from  the  top  of  the 
fort.  I  liaA'e  not  a  A\'ord  of  censure  for  any  man  of  the  detacliinent. 
When  I  inoved  to  the  fort  I  took  three  men  Avith  me  to  flag,  the  balance 
(nine  men)  I  instructed  to  see  to  their  levolvers  and  get  into  the  rifle- 
pits;  also,  if  they  saw  a  man  wcmnded  not  to  let  his  "nnisket  remain 
idle."  After  the  fight  Avas  over  and  1  came  back  to  my  old  ])lace  I 
found  that  eac-h  of  the  men  had  muskets  and  had  tired  each  fiom  thirty 
to  ninety  rounds  of  cartridges  from  the  rifle-pits  during  the  day.  ()f 
these  nine  jncn  T  cannot  mention  names  without  mentioning  them  all; 
each  one  did  his  best.  I  was  iieriectly  satisfied  and  Avell  pleased  with 
the  operations  of  all  the  men  of  the  detachment  during  the  daj'.  Ctli 
and  until  the  10th,  I  Avas  A'ery  biisy  leceiving  and  sending  important 
messages  to  and  from  General  Sherman.  That  yon  may  see  the  nature 
and  importance  of  these  messages,  1  have  attached  copies*  of  a  number 
of  them  to  this  i'ei)ort. 

I  certify  the  above  and  ibregoing  to  be  a  trne  and  coi'rect  report  of 
duties  and  actions  performed  by  myself  and  enlisled  men,  assigned  fo 
Lieutenants  Allen  and  Worley,  for  ten  days  ending  October  10,  1864. 

jm).  Q.  ADAMS, 
Second  JAeut.  Signal  Corpti,  U.  S.  Army,  Cojnchj.  Detachment. 

Lieut.  William  II.  Sherfy, 

Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  Contdg.  Detach.  15th  Army  Gorpn. 


No.  80. 


Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Peter  J.   CM.erhaus,    U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fif- 
teenth Army  Corps. 

Hbadquakters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Decemher  26,  1864. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  on  the  part  taken  in  the  cam- 
paign against  the  rebel  army  of  General  Hood  and  in  the  march  through 
the  State  of  Georgia,  terminating  in  the  capture  of  Savannah. 

*  Not  found  as  inclosures ;  but  see  such  as  apjiear  in  Part  III. 
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When  we  left  our  camps  at  East  Point  to  follow  General  Hood,  the 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps  had  just  been  reorganized  and  consisted  of— 
Infantry:  First  Division,  Brig-,  (^en:  C.  II.  Woods  commanding,  G,155 
men;  Second  Di\ision,'  Brig.  Uen.  W.  B.  Ilazen  commanding,  5,426 
men;  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith  commanding,  5.053 
]iien;  Fourth  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  .7.  M.  Corse  commanding,  6,100  men; 
total  infantry,  2:5,334  men.  Artillery:  Battery  H,  First  Illinois  Artil- 
lery, Captain  De  Gress  commanding,  four  20-poujHU'r  I'arrotts;  Twelfth 
Wisconsin  Battery,  Captain  Zickerick  comnianding,  lour  3-inch  llod- 
mans;  First  Iowa  Battery,  Captain  Gay  commiindiug,  four  3-inch  Bod- 
niaus;  Fourth  Ohio  Battery,  Captahi  Ladcmjinn  commanding,  two  20- 
pouuder  Parrotts  and  two  light  12-poundcrs;  Battery  A,  First  Illinois 
Artillery, Lieutenant  Wilcox  conuiiandiiig,  imir  liglit  i2-pounders;  Bat- 
tery F,  First  Illinois  Artillery,  Captain  Burton  commanding,  four  light 
12-pounders;  Battery  F,  Second  Missouri  Artillery,  Bieutenant  Echte 
(•(mimanding,  four  light  ]2-p(mnders;  Battery  H,  First  Missouri  Artil- 
lery, Captain  Welker  commanding,  six  light  12-pounders;  Battery  B, 
First  Michigan  Artilleiy,  Captahi  Arndt  commanding,  four  3-inch  Bod- 
mans;  Sixth  Wisconsin  Battery,  Lieutenant  Simpson  commanding,  four 
light  12-pouuders;  total  number  jiieces,  42.  Of  these  forces,  however, 
only  the  divisions  of  Woods  and  Hazen  Avere  assembled  at  East  Point. 
Smith's  division,  with  batteries  Sixth  and  Twelfth  Wisconsin,  had  ever 
since  spring  been  guarding  the  railroad  from  Tilton  to  Allatoona,  and 
the  Fourth  Division  (General  Corse),  with  Batteries  B,  First  Michigan, 
and  H,  First  Missouri,  liad  been  ordered  to  Pome  on  September  26,  to 
watch  and  guard  against  rebel  movements. 

On  October  5  a  portion  of  the  rebel  army  was  threatening  Allatoona 
Pass,  where  hirge  army  sup])lies  had  beeircollectcd  and  stored.  They 
wer(^  guarded  by  a  light  garrison  from  General  Smith's  division,  under 
the  immediate  command  of  Colonel  Tourtellotte,  Fourth  Minnesota  in- 
fantry. The  rel)el  (jeneral  French  commanded  the  expedition  against 
Allatoona,  and  anticipating  an  easy  capture,  demanded  the  uncondi- 
ti<nial  surrender  of  the  garrison,  but  (leneral  (.!(n-se,  mIio,  on  the  first 
intimation  of  the  state  of  affairs,  had  hurried  to  the  scene  of  danger 
with  re  enforcements  and  assumed  command  of  the  post,  rephed  to  the 
rebel  general's  demand  in  laconic  style.  The  answer  and  the  heroic 
defense  of  General  Corse  and  Colonel  Tourtellotte  were  oflicially  re- 
])orted,  and  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  those  documents. 

After  tlie  brilliant  episode  at  Allatoona  the  troops  of  Generals  Smith's 
and  Corse's  divisions  remained  undisturbed  in  their  cantonmeut,  while 
tliose  of  AVoods'  andHazen's  divisions,  with  which  J  left  East  Point  on 
tiie  4tli  of  October,  nnwed  north  toward  Kingston  and  Rome,  following 
substantially  roads  parallel  to  Hie  railroad.  We  reached  Marietta  on 
October  5,  and  leaving  that  point  the  e^■ening  of  the  8th  marched  via 
Big  Shanty,  Allatoona,  Kingston,  ami  Pome,  arriving  at  the  hitter 
place  October  12.  While  passing  tlnough  Allatoona  one  brigade  of 
(ieneral  Hazen's  division  was  placed  on  tjie  railroad  train,  with  orders 
to  re.])ort  to  General  Corse  at  Pome,  which  jilace  seemed  at  the  time 
to  be  the  objective  point  of  General  Hood's  combinations.  The  move- 
ments of  our  armies,  however,  soon  developed  the  fact  that  tlie  rebel 
general,  Avhile  threatening  with  small  detachments  along  the  railroad 
bet\veen  Pome,  Pesaca,  and  Dalton,  jinslied  his  main  <'olumn  farther 
north  behind  the  protecting  mountain  chains  which  diverge  fr(mi  the 
mountainous  region  of  Chattanooga. 

We  hastily  drew  three  days'  rations  at  Pome,  and  on  the  evening  of 
next  day  (October  13)  the  divisions  of  Generals  Woods  and  Hazen  (the 
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latter  leaving,  however,  one  brigade  at  Rome)  took  up  the  line  of  march 
for  Calhoun,  Eesaca,  and  Snake  Creek  Gap,  in  Iront  of -which  we  arrived 
on  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  October.  The  enemy  held  aposition  in  the 
gap  with  a  small  force,  but  after  a  short  resistance  fell  back  through  the 
gap  and  into  the  valleys  on  both  sides  of  Taylor's  Eidge.  A  most  com- 
plete blockade  of  the  very  narrow  pass  through  Snake  Creek  Gap  de- 
layed our  pioneers  comparatively  but  a  short  time,  and  before  midnight 
the  Fifteenth  Anny  Corps  was  all  through  and  in  camp  on  the  west 
end  of  the  gap,  with  orders  to  advance  early  in  the  morning  in  pursuit 
of  the  enemy. 

At  7  a.  m.  on  October  IC  General  Woods'  division  left  camp,  the 
Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Infantry  leading,  and  struck  the  rebel  pickets 
at  Yillanow.  They  retired  constantly  before  the  lively  advance  of  our 
.skirmishers,  until  they  reached  their  supports  behind  strong  breast- 
works in  Ship's  Gap.  This  very  narrow,  rugged  mountain  pass  winds 
along  very  steep  slopes  between  two  ridges,  which  form  a  kind  of  a 
saddle.  The  rebels  Avere  intrenched  on  both  ridges.  Those  on  the 
nearest  ridge  held  the  direct  attack  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  in 
check.  I,  therefore,  after  re(!onnoitering  the  ground,  ordered  General 
Woods  to  send  a  demonstrating  detachment  on  the  left  flank  of  the 
enemy,  while  around  the  right  a  stronger  force  was  to  get  in  the  rear 
of  them.  The  Twenty-sixth  Iowa  was  detailed  for  the  latter  duty,  and 
the  commanding  officer  executed  his  instructions  so  well  that  when  the 
order  to  attack  was  given  most  of  the  rebel  infantry  fell  into  our  hands ; 
those  on  the  farther  ridge  retired  suddenly.  The  possession  of  this 
pass  gave  us  the  road  to  La  Fayette  and  the  rich  country  of  the  Chick- 
amauga  Valley,  which  furjiished  us  the  most  needed  means  of  subsist- 
ence to  both  men  and  animals.  The  brigade  of  General  Hazen,  left 
behind  at  Eome,  joined  the  division  again  at  the  gap.  After  the  forc- 
ing of  Ship's  Gap  the  lebels  made  no  attempt  to  check  the  advance  of 
our  column,  and  fell  back  on  all  roads  leading  south  in  the  direction  of 
Gaylesville  and  beyond  Little  Eiver.  We  followed  them  as  closely  as 
possible,  the  P'ifteenth  Corps  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  pursuing 
army,  until  we  reached  Little  Eiver  near  its  junction  with  Chattooga 
Eiver  on  October  21.  There  bridges  were  built  across  Little  Eiver  and 
a  tete-depont  capable  of  holding  a  full  brigade.  The  troops  were  put 
in  camp  with  a  view  of  remaining  a  few  days,  while  a  column  of  cavalry 
was  sent  beyond  the  river  toward  Gadsden,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
exact  whereabouts  of  the  enemy  and  the  movements  to  be  expected 
on  his  part.  This  cavalry  reconnaissance  returned  on  the  morning  of 
October  23,  reporting  the  enemy  in  force  under  General  Wheeler  in  an 
intrenched  position  at  Blount's  place,  near  King's  Hill.  Instructed  by 
the  major-general  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  to  proceed 
to  the  point  indicated,  to  try  the  strength  of  the  position  and  the  num- 
bers of  the  defenders,  1  left  on  the  same  afternoon  for  Blount's  place  with 
Woods'  and  Hazen's  divisions  nnd  Batteries  B,  First  Michigan  and  First 
Iowa,  reaching  Leesbnrg  just  before  night.  A  few  rebel  cavalry  were 
stationed  theie  as  pickets;  they,  of  course,  scattered  on  our  approach. 
Very  early  on  the  2r>tli  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  agsun  to  King's 
Hill.  A  small  cavalry  force  op])osed  our  advance  for  a  few  minutes, 
but  fell  back  to  their  intrenched  position  at  Blount's  place,  from  the 
front  of  which  the  cavalry  had  returned  two  days  ago.  The  works  were 
of  a  very  temporary  character  and  only  thinly  manned.  We  hardly  had 
commenced  to  de]>loy  when  they  left  their  works  under  the  fire  of  our 
skirmishers.  The  enemy  had  no  infantry  and  no  artillery  at  Blount's 
place,  but  the  citizens  and  negroes  assured  us  that  his  main  force  was 
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some  four  or  five  miles  beyond  in  Turkeytown  Valley.  I  consequently 
marclied  on,  preceded  by  one  regiment  of  cavalry  of  General  Garrard's 
command  who  had  just  closed  up  on  my  troops.  The  Gadsden  road, 
on  which  we  were  advancing,  on  entering  Tiukeytown  Valley,  separates 
into  two  wide  and  good  roads,  which  run  through  the  whole  length  of 
the  valley  along  the  eastern  and  western  slopes,  and  at  the  other  end 
they  unite  again.  I  rallied  my  command  at  the  northern  end,  near  the 
forks  of  the  road,  sending  some  cavalry  ahead  to  find  out  whether  the 
report  of  the  enemy  being  in  the  valley  was  correct.  They  had  passed 
almost  throngli  the  valley  when  the  enemy  o])ciied  with  artillery.  1  at 
once  ordered  General  Woods  to  their  support.  He  advanced  on  the 
left  road,  while  General  Hazen  with  two  brigades  v  as  to  take  the  right 
road;  the  remaining  brigade  of  General  Hazen  was  kept  in  reserve.  I 
found  the  rebels  occuj)ying  an  eminence  at  the  southern  end  of  the 
valley,  with  a  force  of  about  2,000  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  They 
proved  to  be  dismounted  cavalry  under  General  Wheeler.  They  were 
intrenched  and  had  complete  sweep  of  the  open  gi-ounds  in  their  front. 
While  a  strong  line  of  General  Woods'  skirmishers  stretched  across  the 
whole  width  of  the  valley  and  two  pieces  of  Captain  Arndt's  battery 
(B,  First  Michigan)  engaged  the  attention  of  the  rebels,  General  Hazeu's 
advance  on  the  right-hand  road  was  liardly  observed.  As  soon  as  he 
closed  on  Woods'  right  I  ordered  him  to  push  a  strong  column  under 
cover  of  the  woods  along  Lookout  Slope  to  get,  if  possilDle,  on  the  left 
flank  of  the  rebel  line.  Col.  Theodore  Jones*  was  detailed  for  the  execu- 
tion of  the  order.  He  advanced  very  promptly  and  came  within  very 
short  range  of  the  enemy  without  behig  hardly  noticed.  Simultaneously 
with  the  general  attack  Colonel  Joufs  charged  up  and  fired  his  volleys 
into  the  rebel  lines,  who  broke  and  retired  very  precipitately  from  their 
works.  The  absence  of  our  cavalry  prevented  the  taking  of  many 
prisoners.  The  information  recieived,  however,  from  those  who  fell  into 
our  hands  and  from  the  citizens  was  not  very  definite  in  regard  to  Gen- 
eral Hood's  movements.  All  agreed  that  his  array  had  left  Gadsden 
and  moved  in  a  western  direction.  The  exact  wliereabouts  could  not 
be  ascertained.  Eumor  placed  them  near  the  Tennessee  River.  I  had 
hardly  dislodged  the  rebels  when  I  received  the  general's  order  not  to 
go  any  farther,  and  consequently  fell  back  with  the  infantry,  General 
Garrard  having  promised  me  to  picket  during  the  night  the  ground 
taken  from  the  enemy. 

Next  day  we  marched  to  our  old  camp,  on  Little  River,  where  we 
arrived  on  the  afternoon  of  October  26,  having  marched  forty-eight 
miles  in  exactly  forty-eight  hours.  We  remained  in  camp  till  the  28th 
of  October,  and  in  a  few  days  all  officers  and  men  whose  term  of  service 
had  expired  or  were  unable  to  march  were  sent  to  the  rear,  together 
with  all  surplus  baggage  and  transportation.  At  the  same  time  the 
artillery  was  reduced  to  the  ratio  of  one  battery  to  a  division,  and  as  I 
was  assured  that  the  divisions  of  Generals  Smith  and  Corse  would  join 
the  corps,  the  following  batteries  were  ordered  to  remain  with  the 
corps:  Battery  H,  First  Illinois  Artillery,  Captain  De  Gress,  four  20- 
pounder  Parrotts;  Twelfth  Wisconsin  Battery,  Captain  Zickerick, 
four  12-pouuder  light  guns;  Battery  B,  First  Michigan  Artillery,  Cap- 
tain Arndt,  four  3  inch  Rodmans;  Battery  H,  First  Missouri  Artillery, 
Captain  Welker,  six  light  12-pounders.  Tlie  others,  namely,  Battery 
A,  First  Illinois  Artillery;  Battery  F,  First  Illinois  Artillery;  Battery 
F,  Second  Missouri  Artillery;  Sixth  Wisconsin  Battery,  Fourth  Ohio 

•General  Hazen  says  Wells  S.  Jones'  brigade.  See  p.  745;  also  Martin's  report.,  p. 
746. 
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Battery,  and  First  Iowa  Battery  were  sent  to  Oliattariooga  and  Nasli- 
ville.  Materially  lightened  up  we  left  Little  River  for  tlie  vicinity  of 
the  raOroad  bridge  across  Chattahoochee  River  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th,  crossing  -fhe  Coosa  River  on  a  pontoon  bridge  at  Cedar  Bluff. 
As  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  was  the  last  to  cross  that  stream  the 
bridge  was  destroyed  after  our  passage.  The  route  indicated  for  the 
corps  formed  the  right  of  the  marching  columns  and  led  through  Cave 
Spring,  Cedartown,  Yellow  Stone,  thence  crossing  the  Dugdown 
Mountain,  New  Babylon,  Powder  Springs,  and  Vining's  Stntion  on  the 
Georgia  railroad.  On  November  5  we  reached  that  point  witliont  hav- 
ing met  with  any  other  oj)position  than  a  few  cavalry  at  Cedartown.  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  accompanying  niaj)  exhibiting  the  line  of 
march.* 

The  pursuit  of  General  Hood  had  been  given  up  at  Little  River,  and 
we  now  received  orders  to  in-epare  for  another  long  and  difficult  martih. 
The  refitting,  the  supplying  with  rations,  the  paying  ott'  of  the  troo])s, 
and  other  administrative  business  connetited  \ritti  our  army,  was,  under 
your  orders,  expedited  as  much  as  possible,  and  when,  on  November 
12,  the  order  was  given  to  destroy  the  railroad,  whi<-h  was  the  opening 
act  preparatf)ry  to  the  ex])ected  march  through  Georgia,  the  command 
was  in  complete  trim. 

The  effective  strength  at  tliat  time  was — 

Infantry:  First  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  C.  R.  Woods  commanding, 
4,370  men;  Second  Division,  Brig.  (fen.  W.  B.  Hazen  commanding, 
3,808  men;  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  .lohn  K.  Smith  commanding, 
3,659  men;  Fourth  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse  connnanding, 3,710 
men;  total  infantry,  15,5i"»3  men.  Artillery:  Battery  H,  First  Illinois 
Artillery,  Capt.  F.  l)e  Gress,  four  2()-pounder  Parrotts;  Twelfth  Wis- 
consin Battery,  Captain  Zickerick,  four  light  12-pounders;  Battery  B, 
First  Michigan  Artillery,  Cai)tain  Arndt,  four  3-inch  Rodmans;  Bat- 
tery H,  First  Missouri  Artillery,  Lieut.  J.  F.  Brunnei',  six  light  12- 
pounders;  total  pieces,  18. 

Having  no  cavalry  attached  to  the  corps  and  being  pla(;ed  on  the 
flank,  I  had,  with  the  ])ermission  of  the  major-general  connnanding 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  ordered  the  Twenty-ninth  Missouii  Infantry, 
Colonel  (iage  commanding,  to  be  mounted.  The  experiment  was  very 
satisfactory,  and  the  commanding  officer  deserves  credit  for  his  zeal 
and  energy  in  protecting  and  assisting  subsequent  movements  of  the 
corps.  The  railroad  was  most  effectually  destroyed  in  the  aCternoon  of- 
the  12th  and  during  the  following  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  wc  lel't  in  two  columns  for  White  Hall 
(Atlanta),  General  Hazen  by  Tnrner's  Ferry,  General  Woods  by  the 
pontoon  near  the  railroad  bridge.  The  Third  and  li'ourth  Divisions 
(Generals  Smith  and  Corse)  received  orders  to  leave  their  different 
stations  on  tlie  railroad  and  to  join  the  C(n'ps  at  Atlanta,.  General 
Smith's  division  arrived  on  November  14,  splendidly  equip])ed  in  every- 
thing. General  Corse's  division,  on  account  of  its  great  distance, 
could  not  reach  Atlanta  as  soon,  but  the  energetic  commandci-  assured 
me  that  he  would  try  to  make  the  junction  after  the  first  day's  march. t 
1  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  JOS.  OSTERHAUS, 
Major- Oeneral,  U.  8.  Volimteero. 

Capt.  Samuel  L.  Taggaet, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

"Not  foiiud. 

tFor  coiitiijuatioii  of  j-eijort,  relating  1o  (In;  Saviiiiuiili  i  iuuijaigu,  sec  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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No.  81. 

Report  qf  Brig.  Gen.    William    B.  Eazen,    U.    S.  Army,    commanding 

Second  Division. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Oa.,  Jamiary  9,  1865. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  this  division  since  my  last 
official  report  was  furnished,  as  follows : 

From  that  date  till  October  4  it  reniaiTied  in  camp  at  East  Point,  G-a. 
At  9  a.  m.  it  marched  for  Euan's  Mill,  across  the  Chattahoochee,  con- 
tinuing the  march  to  a  point  three  miles  and  a  half  southwest  of  Ma- 
rietta, where  it  arrived  on  the  5th,  remaining  till  the  8th,  when  it  moved 
three  miles  north  of  Marietta,  where  it  remained  till  the  evening  of  the 
lOth,  when  it  marched  toward  Eome  via  AUatoona.  At  that  point  Col- 
onel Fowler's  brigade  (the  Third)  was  put  on  cars  and  sent  forward. 
The  division  arrived  at  Eome  the  12th,  and  next  day  marched  toward 
Eesaca,  reachhig  that  place  and  passing  through  it  and  Snake  fCreekl 
Gap  on  the  15th. 

We  passed  VillanoM-  the  ICth,  and  stopped  for  the  night  in  Ship's 
Gap,  on  Taylor's  Eidge.  On  the  17th  we  moved  to  La  Fayette,  and  on 
the  18th  to  Summerville.  On  the  19th  to  Alpine,  and  on  the  20th  to 
Gaylesville,  and  on  the  21st  moved  out  seven  miles  on  Little  Elver  and 
went  into  camp,  where  we  remained  till  the  24th,  Avhen  the  division 
with  the  First,  of  this  corps,  went  in  the  direction  of  Gadsden  on  a 
reconnaissance. 

On  the  25th  this  division,  having  been  left  in  reserve  at  Blount's  farm, 
was  ordered  forward  to  form  on  the  right  of  the  First  Division,  which 
was  five  miles  in  our  front,  deployed,  and  sharply  engaging  the  enemy 
with  artillery  from  points  considerably  in  front  of  the  infantry  line. 
Taking  a  right-hand  road,  Col.  Wells  S.  Jones'  brigade*  Avas  de- 
ployed while  marcldng  and  moving  forward  Avithont  any  halt  or  use  of 
liny  artillery. 

Wheeler's  entire  force  was  driven  from  a  strong  line  of  rail  works 
and  to  a  point  near  the  town  of  Gadsden.  There  were  4  men  wounded 
in  this  affair.  The  division  returned  to  its  former  camj)  on  Little 
Eiver,  where  it  remained  till  the  20th,  when  it  crossed  the  Chatta- 
hoochee and  took  up  its  march  in  the  direction  of  Atlanta,  arriwng 
at  Cave  Siting  the  31st.  Number  of  miles  marched  during  the  mouth, 
270 ;  number  of  casualties,  4. 

The  inarch  was  resumed  November  1,  and  on  tlie  5t]i  the  division 
arrived  at  Smyrna  Camp-Ground  near  tlie  Chattahoochee,  where  it  re- 
mained, receiving  payment  and  breaking  up  railroad  till  the  13th,  when 
it  moved  across  Turner's  Ferrj'  and  to  White  Hall,  two  miles  west  of 
Athinta.t 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 
Brigadier-  General  of  Volunteers. 

AssT.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

*  General  Osterliaus  says  Theodore  Jones'  brigade.     See  p.  743. 
t  For  coutiuuatiou  of-  report,  relating  to  tlie  Savannah  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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No.  82. 

B^ort  of  Col.  James  S.  Martin,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Illinois  Infan- 
try, commanding  Second  Brigade. 
Hdqrs.  Second  Beig.,  Second  Div.,  15th  Aemy  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  4,  1865. 

Captain:  In  compliance  with  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  late  cam- 
paign : 

Broke  camp  at  East  Point,  Ga.,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  Octo- 
ber, Col.  W.  S.  Jones  being  in  command,  and  marched  north  on  a  line 
with  railroad,  passing  through  Marietta,  Allatoona,  Kingston,  and 
Eesaca.  Our  advance  found  the  enemy  posted  in  Snake  Creek  Gap, 
but  after  a  short  skirmish  they  retired  and  we  resumed  the  march,  pass- 
ing through  La  Fayette,  Summerville,  Alpine,  and  Gaylesville,  and  en- 
camped on  Little  Eiver,  Ala.,  October  21.  The  command  bore  this  j(the 
hardest  part  of  the  campaign)  as  soldiers,  and  went  into  camp  in  the 
very  best  condition.  Remained  in  camp  until  the  24th;  broke  camp  at 
2  p.  m. ;  marched  eight  miles  and  encamped  at  Deerfield.  Broke  camp 
at  6  o'clock  the  following  morning;  marched  five  miles;  found  Wheeler's 
cavalry  strongly  intrenched;  Second  Brigade  formed  line,  charged  the 
enemy's  works,  and  drove  them  from  the  field.  Was  ordered  back  to 
camp  on  Little  Eiver,  which  we  reached  on  the  following  evening,  Oc- 
tober 26.  Eemained  in  camp  until  the  29th;  marched  at  6  o'clock; 
crossed  Coosa  Eiver  at  Cedar  Bluff;  passed  through  Cave  Spring, 
Cedartown,  Indian  Springs,  and  went  into  camp  on  the  railroad  near 
Vining's  Station,  three  miles  north  of  Chattahoochee  Eiver,  November 
5,  making  a  march  of  360  miles.  Eemained  in  camp  until  Sunday,  the 
13th  of  November,  during  which  time  the  entire  command  was  paid  and 
provisions  made  for  all  to  send  their  money  to  their  friends.  Broke 
camp  at  6  a.  m.,  crossed  river  at  Lay's  [Turner's]  Ferry,  and  encamped 
at  White  Hall,  two  miles  southwest  of  Atlanta.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS,  S.  MAETIN, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  GoKDON  LoFLAND,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  83. 


Be/port  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Green  B.  Raum,    U.    S.  Army,   commanding 

Third  Division. 

Hdqbs.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Cartersville,  Ga.,  November  10, 1864. 

Captain:  I  herewith  forward  the  official  report  of  Col.  Clark  E. 
Wever  of  the  affair  at  Eesaca  on  the  12th  and  13th  ultimo.  His 
report  should  have  occupied  the  entire  time  of  the  investment  of  that 
place  by  the  forces  of  General  Hood,  and  the  capture  of  the  garrison 
at  Tilton. 

The  command  of  the  District  of  Etowah  having  devolved  upon  Brig. 
Gen.  John  E.  Smith,  by  his  direction  I  assumed  command  of  the  Third 
Division  on  the  2d  of  October.  Colonel  Wever  reported  at  Eesaca  on 
the  morning  of  the  1st  of  October,  and  I  left  him  in  command  of  the 
brigade.    After  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  at  Allatoona  and  his  move- 

*  For  coutinuation  of  report,  relating  to  the  Savannah  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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ment  northwest,  and  his  passage  of  the  Coosa  Eiver,  I  became  satis- 
fied that  Eesaca  would  be  attacked.  I  instructed  Colonel  Wever  to 
strengthen  the  works  at  that  place  by  the  erection  of  palisades,  and 
to  keep  the  Fifty-sixth  Illinois,  Seventeenth  Iowa,  and  Tenth  Missouri 
Battalions  ready  to  re-enforce  him  at  a  moment's  notice.  It  had  been 
my  intention  to  leave  seventy  men  to  garrison  the  block-house  at  Tilton, 
and  bring  the  balance  of  the  Seventeenth  Iowa  to  Eesaca.  This  idea 
was  abandoned,  however,  upon  consultation  with  General  Smith,  who 
ai-rived  at  Carters\ille,  the  headquarters  of  the  division,  on  the  10th 
of  October.  Feeling  extreme  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  Eesaca,  I  re- 
quested General  Sherman  to  re-enforce  the  place,  which  he  concluded 
to  do,  and  issued  orders  to  that  effect  on  the  morning  of  the  12th, 
directing  that  a  brigade  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  should  report  to 
General  Smith  for  that  purpose.  Having  been  relieved  from  the 
command  of  the  division  by  General  Smith,  I  started  by  railroad  to 
Eesaca  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  General  Smith  having  ordered 
that  the  brigade  in  question  report  to  me.  Upon  arriving  at  Kingston 
I  met  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clark,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the 
Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  Brigadier-General  Ean- 
som,  commanding  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  who  informed  me  that 
the  brigade  woidd  be  taken  from  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  It 
was  not  until  3  p.  m.  that  the  troops  arrived,  and  then  but  one  regiment, 
to  wit,  the  Tenth  Illinois,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Tillson.  With 
them  I  started  to  Calhoun  by  railroad,  losing  some  time  north  of  Adairs- 
ville  repairing  the  track,  which  had  been  torn  up  by  a  party  of  tlie 
enemy,  which  had  crossed  the  Oostenaula  for  that  purpose.  At  Cal- 
houn obstructions  had  been  piled  upon  the  track,  and  the  enemy  liad 
just  left  a  short  time  before  my  arrival,  having  stated  to  citizens  that 
Eesaca  had  been  captured.  From  Calhoun  I  sent  the  trains  back  to 
Kingston,  and  also  sent  two  officers  and  thirty  men  to  garrison  the 
block -houses  at  the  bridges  south  of  Calhoun. 

The  troops  inarched  from  Calhoun  to  Eesaca.  I  arrived  there  in 
advance  of  them  at  2.30  a.  m.  of  the  13th  instant,  and  assumed  command 
of  the  forces,  consisting  of  the  Eightieth  Ohio,  Fifty-sixth  Illinois,  two 
companies  of  battalion  Tenth  Missouri,  of  Second  Brigade,  Third  Divis- 
ion,FifteenthArmyCorps, commanded  byColonel Wever ;  Fourth,  Sixth, 
and  Seventh  Kentucky  Cavalry,  being  the  Third  Brigade,  of  the  First 
Cavalry  Division,  commanded  by  Colonel  Watkins;  and  the  Tenth  Illi- 
nois, commanded  by  Colonel  Tillson.  I  found  three  trains  of  cars  at 
Eesaca  loaded;  a  large  amount  of  commissaries  on  them;  sent  them  to 
the  south  side  of  the  river,  as  also  the  wagon  trains  and  cavalry  horses. 
At  4  p.  m.  the  troops  were  in  position  ready  for  the  enemy.  Little  more 
remains  to  be  said,  further  than  that  considerable  skirmishing  was  kept 
up  during  the  day,  the  enem}'  not  having  attacked  our  line  in  force  at 
any  point.  An  unusual  degree  of  confidence  pervaded  both  officers  and 
men  during  the  investment  of  the  place.  A  few  of  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers occupied  a  hill,  from  which  they  harassed  Colonel  Watkins' 
command.  Two  of  his  companies  charged  and  drove  the  enemy  from 
their  position  in  gallant  style. 

I  herewith  inclose  a  copy  of  the  official  report  of  Lieut.  Col.  S.  M. 
Archer,  Seventeenth  Iowa  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  commanding  at 
Tilton,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  after  seven  hours'  resistance  and 
the  loss  of  22  wounded  he  surrendered  the  garrison  to  General  Stewart, 
of  the  rebel  army.  It  seems  that  block-houses  are  but  little  protection 
against  heavy  field  artillery,  and  that  the  garrison  at  Tilton  was  com- 
pletely at  the  mercy  of  the  assailants.    While  it  is  a  matter  of  regret  to 
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learn  that  our  comrades  in  arms  capitulated  to  tlie  enemy,  no  reflec- 
tions can  be  cast  upon  the  oflicers  and  men  of  the  Seventeentli  Iowa  at 
that  post,  but,  upon  the  contrary,  great  credit  is  due  them  for  their 
pertinacious  resistance  to  an  overwhelming  force.  Much  credit  is  due 
Colonel  Wever  for  his  energy  in  pushing  the  defenses  at  liesaca  and 
his  unhesitating  refusal  to  surrender  his  small  force  to  Hood's  who\o 
army,  and  to  Colonel  (now  Brevet  Brigadier-(Jciieral)  Watkins,  for  tlie 
pr(nuptncss  disi)layed  in  re-enforcing  Itesaca  from  Calhoun. 

T  am  unable  to  give  tlie  casualties  of  Colonel  Watkins'  and  Colonel 
Tillson's  commands  during  the  affair,  neither  of  said  officers  liaving  had 
time  to  make  a  report,  in  consequence  of  moving  with  the  advance  of 
the  army  when  it  left  Kesaca  in  pursuit  of  Hood. 

1  liave  the  honor  to  be,  ^'erv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

GREEN  B.  KAUM, 
Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 

Capt.  S.  M.  BuDLONG,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  84. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  U.  Tourtellotte,  Fourth  Afinnesota  Infantry, 
commanding  jjost  of  Allatoona,  Ga. 

Headquartees  Post, 
Allatoona,  October  7, 1864. 
Lieutenant  :  For  some  two  days  previous  to  the  5th  of  October  ui- 
stant  the  enemy  had  been  o]jerating  in  this  vicinity,  esi)ecially  on  the  rail- 
road to  the  southward,  but  not  till  the  evening  of  October  4  did  they  make 
any  demonstration  against  this  point.  It  then  became  evident  that 
they  pro])Osed  to  attack  the  place  in  the  morning.  The  garrison  here 
consisted  of  the  Ninety-third  Illinois  Infantiy,  290  guns,  Ma,ior  Fisher 
commanding;  seven  companies  of  the  Eighteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry, 
150  guns,  Lieutenant-Colonel  -lackson  commanding;  the  Fourth  Min- 
nesota Infantry,  450  guns,  Maj.  J.  C.  Edson  commanding;  the  Twelfth 
Wisconsin  Battery,  six  gnus.  Lieutenant  Anisden  commanding,  and 
fifteen  men  of  the  Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry.  Of  the  effective  force  of  the 
Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry,  185  Avere  recniits  just  received  from  the 
North.  My  first  unpleasant  apprehensions  were  that  the  rebels  Mould 
make  a  night  attack,  and,  taking  advantagi;  of  the  darkness,  depri\e 
me  of  the  advantage  of  ]»osition,  the  fortifications  ot  this  place  all  being 
on  the  high  ridge  while  the  stores  are  colle(;te<1  ou  the  flat  land  at  the 
hill's  base  and  on  the  south  side,  from  which  direction  the  rebels  were 
a]>proaching.  To  prevent  such  approach  1  strengthened  the  gi'and 
guard,  barricaded  the  loads  to  the  south,  and  made  ])reparations  to 
fire  a  bviilding  which  should  so  illuminate  the  site  of  the  village  and 
stores  that  my  men  could  see,  even  in  the  night,  to  a  (considerable  ex- 
tent any  approacih  of  the  enemy.  In  this  way  I  ho|)ed  to  hold  the  rebels 
till  daylight,  when  we  should  have  the  full  advantage  of  our  superior 
position.  About  12  midnight  I  was  not  a  little  relieved  by  the  arrixal 
of  General  Corse  with  one  brigade.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps.  About  2  a.  m.  of  O(!tober  5  the  rebels  charged  upon  my  picket- 
lines  and  drove  the  outposts  back  upon  the  reserves.  I  immediately 
sent  for  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jackson,  Eighteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  to 
deploy  his  command  and  hold  the  rebels,  approaching  on  the  Acworth 
and  Dallas  roads,  until  further  orders.  This  he  did  successfully,  re- 
maining on  the  line  until  the  rebels  had  wholly  (mtflanked  and  rendered 
his  position  worthless,  when  he  moved  back  into  the  fortifications.    I 
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placed  tbc  Fourth  Miunesota  Infautry  in  the  fori ilkiitioiis  on  the  cast 
side  of  the  railroad,  five  companies  of  the  Kinety-tliird  Illinois  Infantry 
in  the  fortifications  on  the  west  side  of  the  railroad,  and  five  companies 
of  the  Ninety-third  Illinois  I  sent  out  to  hold  a  coininanding  point  on 
the  road  leading  to  Pumpkin  Vine  Oreek.  About  (1.30  a.  ni.  the  rebels 
opened  on  us  with  artillery,  with  which  they  kept  uy)  a  fierce  and  con- 
tinuous fire  for  more  than  an  hour,  when  it  teiiiporarily  and  ijartially 
ceased.  At  about  8.30  a.  ni.  the  rebel  infantry  moved  upon  us,  their 
line  extending  from  the  railroad  south  of  our  position  around  on  the 
west  to  a  considerable  distance  over  and  beyond  the  railroad  on  the 
north.  General  Corse  ordered  two  regiments  of  his  division  (the  Twelfth 
and  Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry)  into  the  works  east  of  the  railroad,  and 
with  those  regiments,  together  with  the  Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry,  lie 
directed  nic  to  hold  the  position.  About  half  aii  hour  afterward  (len- 
eral  Corse,  to  cover  a  necessary  movement,  ordered  to  the  west  side  of 
the  railroad  one  of  the  regiments  left  with  me.  Uy  some  error  in  com- 
municating the  order,  both  the  Twelfth  and  the  Fiftieth  Illinois  Ilegi- 
ments  moved  to  the  other  side  of  the  railroad,  leaving  the  Fourth  Miu- 
nesota Infantry  to  contend  against  the  troops  advancing  directly  upon 
us  from  the  north.  This,  from  our  great  advantage  of  jiosition,  we  were 
able  to  do,  and  also  to  assist  greatly  tlie  troops  on  west  side  of  railroad 
against  rebels  charging  on  them  from  the  north  and  northwest.  About 
10.30  a.  m.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jackson  brought  four  companies  of  his 
legiment  (Eighteenth  Wisconsin)  to  the  assistance  of  the  Fourth  Min- 
nesota Infantry;  the  other  three  com])anies  of  his  command,  under 
Captain  Bruner,  having  some  time  befoic  mo\('(l  back  into  the  fort  on 
west  side  of  railroad.  The  detachment  of  Ninety-third  Illinois  Infan- 
try sent  out  on  the  Pumpkin  Vine  Creek  road  were  moved  back  into 
the  fortifications  about  10  a.  m.  There  was  no  furtlicr  movement  of 
my  command.  From  the  commencement  of  the  attaclc  the  contest  was 
never  for  one  moment  intermittent.  Q'he  rebels  mo\'ed  forward  with 
boldness  and  jjerseverance,  and  at  length  wlien  they  did  withdraw,  at 
about  3  p.  m.,  they  had  been  so  broken  in  the  contest  they  withdrew  as 
individuals  and  not  as  organizations.  The  rebel  Joss  lias  been  heavy. 
With  the  conduct  of  my  command  I  am  satisfied.  Officers  command- 
ing regiments  and  batteries  labored  bravely  and  faithfully.  Tne  whole 
<!omniand  seemed  determined  to  hold  the  place  at  any  cost,  and  many 
brave  deeds  I  saw  that  day.  I  have  to  thank  the  ofHcers  and  men  of 
my  command  for  the  earnestness  with  which  they  did  tlieir  duty,  and 
especially  do  we  all  most  heartily  express  our  thanks  to  (ileneral  C!orse 
and  his  command  for  their  opportune  arrival  and  heroic  conduct.  My 
losses  are  considerable  and  are  as  follows: 


Coniniands. 


9;M    Illinois  Infant'Vy 

18th  Wisconsin  Infantry 

4th  ]\1  in nesota  Infantry 

rjth  Wis(-onsin  Battery 

I)etachment  5th  Ohio  Cavalry . 


iinih-.l.  I  Itissins 


Total  loss,  160. 

Some  70  or  80  prisoners  were  brought  in  by  my  command,  and  the 
Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry  brought  in  2  rebel  flags. 

J.  E.  TOUETBLLOTTE, 

Lieiiten ant- Colonel,  GommanMiuj  Garrison  at  Allatoona. 

Lieut.  A.  P.  VATJfTiiAN, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oeii.,  Fourth  J)ivmon,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 
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Report  of  Gapt.  Clark  Gray,  Ninety-third  Illinois  Infantry,  First  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Ninety-thied  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 

AUatoona,  Ga.,  October  13, 1864. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  First  Brigade, 
Third  DivivSion,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  of  date  12th  instant,  I  would 
respectfully  submit,  through  you,  to  the  proper  authority,  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Ninety  third  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry 
in  the  action  of  October  5, 1864,  at  this  place  : 

When  the  firing  began  on  the  picket-line  at  1.30  a.  m.  the  regiment 
was  at  once  turned  out  under  arms,  the  right  wing  occupying  the  rifle- 
pits  west  of  the  fort  occupied  by  the  iirst  section  of  Twelfth  Wisconsin 
Battery,  the  left  wing  occui^ying  the  fort.  These  positions  were  re- 
tained until  daylight.  At  daylight  the  right  wing  was  thrown  out  as 
skirmishers,  the  line  crossing  the  new  fort  road  obliquely,  fronting 
toward  the  southwest.  Three  companies  of  left  wing  were  posted  in 
the  pits  around  Fort  No.  1,  and  two  companies  of  the  wing  thrown 
across  the  ridge  running  to  the  northwest  from  the  fort.  Ordered  from 
the  skirmish  line  at  9  a.  m.,  the  right  wing  formed  in  the  road  in  front 
of  the  fort,  moving  from  thence  to  the  support  of  the  troops  in  tlie  pits 
west  of  the  fort.  Fighting  in  this  last  position  near  half  an  hour,  the 
whole  line  fell  back  to  the  fort.  The  two  companies  northwest  of  the 
fort  fell  back  at  the  same  time  and  joined  the  regiment  at  the  fort.  It 
was  now  near  10  a.  m.  From  this  time  till  the  enemy  withdrew  the 
regiment  fought  from  the  fort.  We  went  into  action  with  14  offtcers 
and  280  guns.  The  loss  was  as  follows,  to  wit :  21  men  killed,  3  officers 
and  49  men  wounded,  and  10  men  missing.  No  prisoners  nor  colors  of 
enemy  were  captured  by  the  command.  The  conduct  of  both  officers 
and  men  was  good  throughout  the  action. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLARK  GRAY, 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  J.  R.  Stanford, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  1st  Brig.,  3d  Div.,  15th  Army  Coips. 


No.  86. 

Report  of  Maj.  James  C.  Edson,  Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry  Vet.  Vols., 

AUatoona,  Ga.,  October  7, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in 
the  action  at  this  place  October  5  instant: 

I  had  450  men  engaged  in  the  battle,  a  part  of  which  were  on  grand 
guard,  and  skirmished  with  the  enemy  before  and  after  daybreak. 
During  the  night  previous  Capt.  D.  G.  Towle  was  sent  out  with  part 
of  his  company  on  the  road  leading  to  the  AUatoona  Iron- Works,  with 
instructions  to  hold  the  pass  at  the  foot  of  the  bluff  on  the  north  side 
of  the  railroad,  and,  in  case  of  need,  to  send  for  assistance.  At  9  a. 
m.  he  sent  to  me  that  he  was  hard  pressed  and  must  have  immediate 
help,  whereupon  I  ordered  Capt.  T.  N.  Morrill  to  join  him  with  his  com- 
pany, directing  him  to  fall  back,  if  attacked  by  a  heavy  tbrce,  to  the 
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works  ou  the  bill  near  our  camp.  This  he  did,  holding  in  check  two 
regiments  of  the  enemy  until  the  remaining  portion  of  my  command, 
excepting  two  companies  stationed  at  the  north  fort,  were  placed  in 
position  to  receive  them.  I  regret  to  say  that  Captain  Towle  was 
severely  wounded.  Meanwhile  we  were  being  furiously  shelled  from 
the  opposite  direction,  and  also  suffered  a  serious  cross-fire  from  the 
enemy  beyond  the  south  fort.  The  two  regiments  of  the  enemy  charged 
with  much  desperation,  but  were  forced  back,  excepting  small  detach- 
ments of  each  that  pushed  forward  and  took  shelter  in  a  narrow  rav- 
ine near  our  works,  Avhere  we  captured  80  prisoners,  including  1 
field  and  several  line  officers,  with  the  colors  of  the  Thirty-fifth  and 
Thirty-ninth  Eegiments  Mississippi  Infantry,  and  123  stand  of  arms. 
My  losses  are:  Killed  and  died  of  wounds,  13  enlisted  men;  wounded, 
1  (iommissioned  ofiBcer  and  29  enlisted  men;  total,  30;  total  killed  and 
wounded,  43. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
my  command.  All  behaved  like  heroes.  About  160  of  my  regiment 
were  recruits  who  had  received  their  arms  only  three  days  before.  They 
behaved  most  admirably,  fighting  with  the  steadiness  of  veterans. 
Where  all  did  so  nobly  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  individual  acts 
of  bravery. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  C.  EDSON, 
Major,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Oapt.  J.  E.  Stanford, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Brigade,  Third  Division. 
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Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  M.  Jaclcfion,  Eighteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Eighteenth  Wisconsin  Veteran  Vols., 

Allatoona,  6a.,  October  14, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  very  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  this  regiment 
in  the  battle  at  this  place  October  5, 1804: 

Captain  Jackson  was  detached  with  thirty  men  October  4  and  ordered 
to  the  bridge  across  Allatoona  Creek,  ou  the  Acworth  road,  to  guard  it. 
At  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  he  became  engaged  with  the 
enemy,  who  was  then  advancing  to  take  position.  I  was  ordered  to 
take  what  remained  of  my  command,  proceed  to  the  skirmish  line,  and 
hold  the  enemy  until  daylight,  if  possible.  At  4  o'clock  I  found  the 
enemy  taking  position  near  my  line.  I  at  once  opened  fire  upon  them, 
causing  them  to  retire  nearly  half  a  mile.  I  remained  ou  this  hue  until 
10.30  o'clock,  when  I  discovered  a  charging  column  moving  up  between 
the  Cartersville  and  Pumpkin  Vine  road,  driving  our  forces  rapidly 
toward  the  fort,  west  of  the  railroad.  I  at  once  commenced  moving  my 
men  to  the  fort  in  order  to  assist  in  its  defense.  I  returned  under  a 
severe  fire  of  grape,  canister,  and  shell,  and  reached  the  fort,  east  of 
the  railroad,  where  I  remained  during  the  remainder  of  the  fight. 

I  subjoin  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded.* 

Three  companies  of  the  regiment  were  at  a  railroad  bridge  two  miles 
south  of  this  place,  in  a  block -house.    They  were  kept  in  +he  house  over 

*  Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  2  enlisted  men  killed,  13  enlisted  men  wounded, 
and  4  commissioned  oflScers  and  77  enlisted  men  taken  prisoners. 
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forty  hours,  anil  only  surrendered  wlien  the  roof  was  on  iire  and  the 
men  suflbcatiug  from  smoke  and  heat.  The  enemy  fired  forty-nine 
shots  of  artillery,  at  it  without  doing  much  damage,  except  setting  it 
ou  fire. 

I  am,  captain,  very  rc-^jtectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  H.  JACKSON, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Eighteenth  Wisconsin  Volunteers. 

Gapt.  J.  E.  Stanford, 

Actinfj  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  88. 


Report  of  Col.  Clarh  li.  Wever,  Seventeenth  Iowa  Infantry,  commanding 

Second  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Seconj)  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Resaca,  Ga.,  Octoher  23,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  in  the  late  raid  of  General  Hood's  army 
upon  this  point  and  intermediate  points  between  this  place  and  Dalton, 
Ga.: 

In  connection  1  would  state  that  in  compliance  with  orders  from  Bvt. 
Brig.  Gen.  Green  B.  Kaum,  I  assumed  command  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, on  the  1st  instant,  headquarters 
at  Resaca,  Ga.    The  garrison  at  that  post  consisted  of  the  Eightieth 
Ohio  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  P.  Metham;  two  companies  of  the  Tenth  Mis- 
souri Infantry,  Capt.  J.  W.  Strong;  two  companies  Seventh  [Sixth?] 
Kentucky  Cavalry,  Captain  Goft'man,  and  a  garrison  battery  of  four 
guns,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Samuel  Winsor  and  manned  by  details 
from  the  brigade.    The  garrison  at  Tilton,  six  miles  distant,  was  com- 
posed of  the  Seventeenth  Iowa  Veteran  Infantry,  commanded  by  Lieut. 
Col.  S.  M.  Archer,  and  numbering  290  muskets.    At  a  point  midway 
two  companies  of  the  Tenth  Missouri,  guarding  a  construction  camp, 
occupied  a  small  stockade.     Tlie  Fifty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  Lieut. 
Col.  J.  P.  Hall,  were  .stationed  at  Calhoun  and  Adairsville.    From  the 
date  at  which  1  assumed  conunand  until  the  action  on  the  12th  and  13th 
instant  information  was  received  daily  from  citizens  and  other  sources 
that  Hood's  army  was  moving  nortlnvard,  and  in  anticipation  of  an  at- 
tack either  upou  this  point  or  some  point  occupied  and  held  by  my  com- 
mand, every  available  means  was  made  use  of  to  strengthen  our  posititm 
so  as  to  ma,ke  tlic  most  obstinate  resistance  possible  with  the  force  at 
hand.    At  Ilesat'a  new  rifle-pits  were  made,  the  old  ones  deej)ened  and 
repaired,  and  lude  jialisades  set  around  the  works  until  we  consideied 
them  quite  formidable.    I  also  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Archer  to 
strengthen  the  works  at  Tilton,  at  the  same  time  ordering  him  to  select 
seventy  men  to  garrison  the  block-house  at  that  point,  and  hold  the 
balance  of  his  command  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice  in 
the  ovejit  of  a  probable  attack  in  force  upou  Eesaca.    Captain  White 
was'  also  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  to  Eesa(;a.    I  telegraphed 
for  permission  to  call  in  all  of  the  garrison  at  Tilton  except  seventy 
men,  and  in  reply  was  notilied  by  General  Eaum  that  "the  post  at 
Tilton  must  be  held,"  but  at  the  same  time  received  instructions  to 
bring  in  Captain  Wliite's  command  in  the  event  of  an  attack,  and  also 
to  bring  in  the  Fifty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry  from  Calhoun  and  Adairs- 
ville.    I  kept  scouts  in  Snake  Creek  Gap  and  beyond.    Nothing  more 
than  small  parties  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  discovered  until  the 
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evening  of  the  llth  instant,  wlien  I  received  iufonnation  through  citi- 
zens that  Wheeler's  cavalry  and  a  lu^avy  force  of  iutimtry  were  {;amped 
on  John's  Creek,  upon  gaining  which  I  ordered  the  troops  from  Calhoun 
and  Adairsville  to  come  immediately  to  Eesaca.  They  arrived  about 
12  o'clock  that  night.  1  concluded  not  to  bring  in  the  detaclimeut  at 
the  construction  camp  until  satisfied  that  we  were;  positively  menaced 
by  a  large  force,  as  they  were  guarding  a  very  large  supply  of  biidge 
and  other  valuable  timber.  On  the  morning  of  the  12tli  instaJit  a  re- 
connaissance returned  from  John's  Mountain  and  reported  the  enemy 
advancing  in  force.  Soon  after  the  road  and  telegraph  were  cut  about 
two  miles  above  Eesaca.  I  at  once  sent  a  courier  to  (Captain  "White, 
ordering  him  in,  but  the  rebels  were  already  between  him  and  Itesaca, 
and  the  courier  could  not  reach  him.  1  had  directed  Captain  Coftman 
to  send  a  (iompany  out  on  the  Villanow  road  and  reconnoiter.  They 
soon  encountered  the  rebel  advance  and  skirmished  with  it,  falling 
slowly  back  to  our  picket-line,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  out  on  the  Vil- 
lanow road,  and  at  the  crossing  of  Sugar  Creek  they  held  the  enemy  in 
check  until  a  company  of  the  Fifty-sixth  Illinois  came  to  their  assistance 
and  deployed  as  skirmishers.  The  filing  became  quite  brisk  at  this 
time,  and  deeming  it  prudent  to  keep  the  enemy  beyond  the  creek  as 
long  as  possible,  I  sent  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hall  with  tour  additional 
companies  of  his  regiment  (Fifty-sixth  Illinois),  instructing  him  to  skir- 
mish with  and,  if  possible,  develop  the  strength  of  the  enemy.  The  left 
of  Colonel  Hall's  line  rested  on  the  Oosteuaula,  his  right  beyond  tlie 
Villanow  road.  The  remaining  five  companies  of  his  regiment  were 
posted  as  reserves  to  cover  the  skirmisliers  in  case  they  were  compelled 
to  retire,  at  the  same  time  keeping  a  vigilant  eye  against  ilankingjnove- 
meiits.  The  enemy  could  now  be  seen  ])lantliig  a  battery  on  the  bald 
hill  to  the  westward,  and  1  ordered  Lieutenant  Winsor  to  shell  them, 
but  the  attempt  was  unsuccessful,  as  the  distance  Avas  too  great  lor  his 
guns.  He  then  tuined  his  attention  to  a  column  of  infantry  which 
could  be  seen  covering  the  railroad  about  a  mile  above  town.  The 
firing  was  brisk,  and  at  times  quite  heavy,  increasing  continually  until 
4.30  p.  m.,  when  Colonel  Hall  informed  nie  that  a  fiag  of  truce  was  aj)- 
proaching.  I  sent  Ca]it.  W.  W.  McCammon,  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  to  confer  Avith  the  bearer.  The  captain  soon  returned  in  com- 
pany with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hall,  bringing  the  following  conmiunica- 
tion,  viz : 

HEADQXIAIITKRS  AKMY  of  TKNN'lCS.SEli, 

In  the  Field,  Oclober  1?J,  1S64. 
To  the  Officer  Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  at  Itesaca,  Ga.: 

Sir:  I  demand  an  inunediate  and  unconditional  surrender  of  the  post  and  garrison 
under  your  command,  and  should  this  be  acceded  to,  all  white  officers  and  soldiers 
■will  be  paroled  within  a  low  days.  If  the  place  is  carried  by  assault  no  prisoners 
will  be  taken. 

Most  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  HOOD, 

General. 

To  this  I  replied  as  follows : 

Hkqrs.  Sixoxi)  Bkigadk,  Third  Division,  Fan'EKNTii  Army  Corps, 

liesaca,  Ga.,  October  IS,  1864. 
General  J.  B.  Hoon: 

Your  communication  of  this  date  just  received.  In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  I  am 
somewhat  surprised  at  the  concluding  paragraph,  to  the  effect  that  "If  the  place  is 
carried  by  assault  no  iirisoncrs  will  be  taken."  In  my  opinion  I  can  hold  this  post; 
if  you  want  it  come  and  take  it. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

'        ^       •■  ■■'-  CLARK  R.  W EVER, 

Commanding  Officer. 
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Colonel  Hal]  delivered  my  answer,  returned  to  his  command,  the 
trace  ended,  and  the  fight  was  resumed.  At  this  juncture.  Colonel 
Watkins  arrived  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  from  Calhoun  with 
about  500  cavalry,  swelling  the  garrison  to  1,200  men.  As  the  road 
bridge,  which  had  been  carried  away  by  the  drift  wood,  was  unfinished, 
I  directed  him  to  dismount,  cross  his  men  on  the  railroad  bridge,  and 
push  them  forward  as  skirmishers  from  the  right  of  Colonel  Hall's  line 
to  the  river  on  our  right,  which  was  at  once  executed.  The  Eightieth 
Ohio  and  detachment  of  Tenth  Missouri  occupied  the  rifle-pits  at  the 
fort.  I  had  40,000  rations  in  the  commissary  department,  a  portion  of 
which  was  conveyed  to  the  forts  and  the  remainder  so  arranged  as  to 
be  burned  at  once,  if  it  should  become  necessary.  Anticipating  the 
approach  of  our  army  from  below,  I  kept  the  construction  detachment 
at  work  upon  the  road  bridge,  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  troops.  The 
enemy  discovering  this,  opened  fire  ui)on  the  workmen  and  compelled 
them  to  abandon  the  work.  I  then  ordered  them  to  construct  a  pon- 
toon bridge  above  the  railroad.  When  night  came  on  I  drew  in  the 
skirmishers  to  the  old  line  of  rebel  works  from  300  to  500  yards  distant 
from  the  forts.  At  9  p.  m.  the  pontoon  bridge  was  completed.  At  this 
time  heavy  musketry  could  be  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  construc- 
tion camp  midway  between  Resaca  and  Tilton.  Here  a  most  desiderate 
resistance  was  made  for  five  hours,  until  Captain  White  had  fallen 
wounded,  and  his  gallant  little  band,  overpowered  by  thousands,  was 
forced  to  yield.  No  change  was  made  in  the  disposition  of  the  troops, 
except  relieving  a  portion  of  Colonel  Watkins'  men  by  details  from  the 
Eightieth  Ohio,  until  2.30  a.  m.,  of  the  13th,  when  General  Eaum, 
arriving  from  Kingston  with  350  men  of  Tenth  Illinois  Infantry,  took 
command. 

In  conclusion,  I  miist  say  too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon 
the  heroic  little  garrison  for  their  indefatigable  labors  upon  the  works, 
which  they  endured  without  a  murmur,  and  for  the  bravery  and  perfect 
system  displayed  upon  the  skirmish  line.  No  particular  body  of  troops 
can  claim  distinction,  for  all  did  their  duty  and  their  whole  duty  as 
veteran  soldiers.  To  Lieutenant-Colonels  Hall  and  Metham  I  am  espe 
ciaUy  indebted  for  valuable  assistance  rendered.  Lieutenant  Winsor 
served  his  guns  in  a  most  creditable  manner,  having  but  just  arisen 
from  a  sick  bed. 

My  more  than  thanks  are  due  to  my  staff  officers  for  their  kindness, 
consideration,  and  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  particularly 
Capts.  W.  W.  McCammon  and  Samuel  Eoper. 

For  casualties  I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  reports. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

CLAEK  E.  WEVEE, 
Colonel  Seventeenth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Capt.  S.  M.  BxJDLONG, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  89, 


Report  of  Capt.  William  W.  McCammon,  Twenty  fourth  Missouri  Infantry, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Hdqbs.  Second  Bei».,  Thied  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Besaca,  Ga.,  October  19,  1864. 
Captain:  During  the  night  of  the  12th  instant,  after  a  desperate  re- 
sistance of  five  hours,  Companies  H,  Tenth  Missouri,  and  E,  Twenty- 
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fourth  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  attached,  stationed  on  the  railroad 
three  miles  and  a  half  north  of  here,  were  taken  x)riisoners  by  the  enemy. 
The  captain  commanding  detachment  and  the'  enlisted  men  too  badly 
wounded  to  be  moved,  M'ere  left  by  the  enemy,  together  with  some  of 
their  own  wounded.  The  prisoners  taken  away  by  the  enemy  were  1 
first  Ueuteuant  and  57  enlisted  men.  Tlie  term  of  service  of  most  of  the 
men  and  of  the  officers  expired  on  the  15th  instant.  I  respectfully  ask 
that  some  arrangement  bt  attempted  by  which  a  speedy  exchange  may 
be  effected. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

WM.  W.  McCAMMON, 
Gapt.  E  Co.,  24th  Missouri  Infty.  Vols.,  Actg,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
Capt.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


No.  90. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  P.  Hall,  Fifty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry. 
« 
Hdqrs.  Fifty-sixth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry^, 

[October  — ,  1864.] 

Captain:  In  compliance  with  instructions  of  the  general  command- 
ing I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  in  regard  to  the 
part  taken  by  this  command  in  the  recent  affair  at  Resaca: 

On  Tuesday,  the  11th  instant,  at  5  p.  m.,  I  received  orders  by  tele- 
graph from  Colonel  Wever,  commanding  brigade,  to  remove  my  com- 
mand to  Resaca  without  delay,  the  regiment  being  divided  into  seven 
detachments  on  a  line  of  fifteen  miles,  on  the  Western  and  Atlantic 
Railroad.  Some  time  was  consumed  in  getting  them  all  ready  to  move. 
At  10  p.  m.  I  reached  the  south  bank  of  the  Oostenaula  River,  at  Re- 
saca, with  the  five  companies  from  Calhoun  and  vicinity,  to  wit,  A,  C, 
T>,  E,'  and  H,  with  teams,  baggage,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  and 
by  means  of  a  small  ferry  flat  crossed  the  river  and  bivouacked  in  front 
of  headquarters  at  1  a.  m.  on  the  12th  instant,  and  at  5  a.  m.  on  tlie 
12th  instant  Capt.  James  P.  Files  arrived  witli  the  five  companies  from 
Adairsville,  to  wit,  B,  G,  F,  I,  and  K,  having  marched  seventeen 
miles.  At  8  a.  m.,  by  direction  of  Colonel  Wever,  twenty-five  men 
were  sent  with  picks  and  spades  to  work  in  the  trenches,  and  with  the 
five  companies.  A,  Capt.  Samuel  Atwell;  C,  Lieut.  John  C.  Lewis;  D, 
Lieut.  C.  C.  McGee ;  B,  Capt.  William  B.  Webber ;  H,  Lieut.  James  J. 
Travers,  and  seventy-five  dismounted  men  of  Col.  L.  I).  Watkins'  cav- 
alry brigade,  with  axes  and  five  teams,  1  went  east  to  construct  an 
abatis  around  the  north  redoubt  east  of  town.  While  thus  engaged,  at 
1  p.  m.  a  discharge  of  small-arms  west  of  town  commenced,  and  soon 
a  Hvely  skirmish  began.  I  ordered  my  men  back  to  town,  one-half 
mile  distant,  and  directed  the  cavalry  detachment  to  remain  at  the  east 
forts  and  await  orders.  Leaving  Capt.  William  E.  Webber,  Company 
E,  to  conduct  the  five  companies  in,  I  reported  to  Colonel  Wever  at 
brigade  headquarters.  Captain  Webber  soon  arrived,  when  the  regi- 
ment was  formed  in  order  of  battle  behind  field-works  in  front  of  head- 
quarters building.  Colonel  Wever  directed  me  to  take  three  compa- 
nies and  develop  the  enemy,  and  if  driven  in  to  put  five  companies, 
under  command  of  Captain  Files,  into  the  east  fort,  and  to  take  the 
other  five  companies  into  the  west  fort,  and  also  informed  me  that  one  of 
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my  companies  (F)  was  already  skirmisliiug.  I  moved,  leaving  Capt. 
James  P.  Files  in  command,  with  Oomj)anies  A,  Capt.  Samuel  Atwell 
and  Lieut.  George  W.  RankiTi;  C,  Lieut.  Joliu  C.  Lewis;  H,  Lieut. 
James  J.  Travers,  in  column  of  com])aTiy,  and  deployed  Companies  A 
and  H  to  left  and  on  the  Villanow  road,  |andj  holding  Company  V  as  a 
reserve,  pushed  out,  joining  Company  F  (Li(!ut.  Josiah  Joiner,  Com- 
pany E),  Avhich  was  covering  the  Villanow  road,  thus  forming  a  slight 
skirmishing  line  1,000  yards  in  length,  as  follows:  Company  F  on  the 
right,  H  in  the  center,  A  on  the  left.  I  pushed  on,  driving  the  eiiemy's 
skirmishers  from  line  of  old  rifle-pits  west  of  toAvn,  and  at  this  time 
discovered  there  was  a  creek  in  front;  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  on 
the  hill  to  the  right  of  the  Villanow  road  beyond  the  bridge,  putting 
two  guns  in  i)osition,  and  a  lieavy  column  moving  in  the  dista.i.ve  to  the 
right  toward  the  railroad  north  of  town.  1  immediately  notified  Col- 
onel Wever  verbally,  by  courier,  of  the  movements  of  tjie  enemy,  and 
orders  Avere  sent  to  feel  of  them.  I  then  advanced  the  whole  line, 
shifting  Company  C  near  the  road  to  assist  Company  F  to  hold  the 
bridge  and  road.  Swinging  the  line  around  to  the  right,  conforming 
to  the  shape  of  the  creek  and  underbrush,  I  moved  on  within  300  yards 
of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle,  i)0sted  near  the  house  beyond  the  bridge, 
and  found  their  heavy  skirmish  line  along  the  underbrush  bordering 
the  creek  and  on  my  left  flank,  the  column  still  i)assing  in  the  distance 
to  the  right. 

At  this  time  amounted  force  was  plainly  seen  in  line  along  the  road 
beyond  the  creek.  Twice  they  advanced,  but  were  as  often  repulsed 
by  Companies  F  and  C,  which  were  now  within  100  yards  of  the  bridge. 
I  ?igain  reported  to  Colonel  Wever  the  condition — that  the  enemy  were 
in  force  too  strong  for  me  to  safely  venture  farther  and  were  endanger- 
ing my  right  and  left  flanks.  At  the  request  of  Capt.  Samuel  Atwell  I 
permitted  him  to  retire  his  line  to  the  hill  beyond  the  rifle-pits.  I  now  re- 
ceived Colonel  Wever's  answer,  "All  right."  At  this  time,  3.30i).m.,  skir- 
mishing was  quiteheavy  in  myfront,  and  quite  active  on  my  right  around 
to  the  railroad  north  of  town;  in  fact,  it  became  evident  that  the  i)lace 
was  pretty  near  invested.  I,  however,  held  my  jiosition  under  lieavy  fire 
until  4  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  advanced  with  a  flag  of  truce  on  the  Villa- 
now road,  when  I  ordered  flring  to  cease.  Company  F,  haviiigrun  shoit 
of  amiminiti<m,  were  relieved  a  few  moments  i)revious  by  Com])any  C, 
Lieutenant  Lewis,  who  halted  the  truce  party  fifty  yards  in  advance  of 
the  skirmish  line.  I  advanced  to  meet  them  and  was  ftred  on  by  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  posted  on  the  line  to  the  left.  All  Avas  soon,  how- 
ever, quiet  in  my  front.  When  I  approaidied  the  party  1  asked  who 
they  were  and  what  their  business  Avas.  Tlie  officer  in  command  re- 
plied that  he  Avas  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cunningham,  inspeetor-general  on 
General  Lee's  staff,  bearing  a.  communication  from  General  D.  H.  [J. 
B.]  Hood,  C.  S.  Army,  to  the  (sommanding  oflicer  of  the  IJ.  S.  forces  at 
Resaca,  offering  me  a  jiaper  which  T  declined  to  receive,  and  having  no 
instructions  [I  told  him]  I  should  require  him  to  remain  until  1  could 
report  to  my  commanding  officer  that  he  could  determine  Avhether  the 
communication  would  be  received  on  the  line  or  the  party  admitted,  to 
which  he  readily  assented.  I  ordered  them  to  about  face,  i.  e.,  turning 
their  backs  on  the  line,  and  then  proceeded  to  toAvn  and  found  Colonel 
Wever  in  the  west  fort,  and  reported  to  him  that  there  AA^as  a  flag  of 
truce  at  the  line,  bearing  a  communication  which  I  refused  to  accept. 
I  returned  to  the  line  with  Capt.  W.  W.  McCammon,  acting  assistant 
adjutant-general.  Second  Brigade,  avIio  received  the  communication 
from  the  truce  party.    I  returned  Avith  him  to  Colonel  Wever,  received 
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Colonel  Wever's  letter  to  General  Hood,  and  delivered  it  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cunningham,  commanding  the  enemy's  truce  party,  who  opened 
and  read  it,  and  asked  how  long  this  truce  should  continue.  I  told 
him  it  seemed  really  not  to  have  commenced  on  the  right  (owing  to  the 
movement  of  his  forces  in  that  direction).  He  said  the  Jiring  was  from 
our  (your)  forces;  his  would  not  fire.  1  told  him  I  had  no  instructions, 
but  would  hold  the  truce  open  until  each  party  {i.  e.,  he  and  I)  could 
rejoin  our  respective  commands,  to  which  he  agreed,  when  we  departed. 
At  this  time  the  sun  had  set.  In  a  few  moments  firing  commenced,  and 
they  opened  with  the  two  guns  previously  mentioned.  Firing  became 
heavier  on  the  hills  in  front  of  headquarters  and  to  the  rear  of  my  right. 
Feeling  unsafe  so  far  out,  and  having  been  instructed  by  Colonel 
Wever,  I  slowly  withdrew  my  line,  the  enemy's  shells  bursting  over 
and  in  my  rear  without  effect.  Company  F  was  sent  in  for  ammunition, 
and  1  ordered  out  Company  K,  Lieut.  John  L.  Ilase;  Company  I,  Lieut. 
Mark  M.  Evans,  and  Company  G,  Lieut.  George  W.  Rankin,  (of)  Com- 
pany A,  and  by  direction  of  Colonel  Wever,  and  with  the  assistance  of 
CaiJtain  Files,  acting  field  officer,  and  Lieut.  M.  J.  Dempsey,  Com- 
pany K,  actiug  adjutant,  re-established  the  line,  the  line  in  the  rifle- 
Ijits  west  of  town  extending  from  the  north  bank  of  the  river  to  tlie 
north  end  of  hill  in  front  of  brigade  headquarters,  composed  of  Com- 
panies A,  C,  G,  H,  I,  and  K,  with  a  light  skirmish  line  150  yards  in 
advance.  I  had  annnunition  issued  to  regiment  to  make  eighty  rounds 
per  man.  At  7  p.  m.  Company  D,  Lieut.  C.  C.  McGee;  Company  B, 
James  C.  Tanquary;  Company  F,  Lieut.  Josiah  Joiner,  were  behind 
the  old  field-works  first  occupied  by  the  regiment.  Comi)auy  B,  Cap- 
tain "Webber,  was  absent,  and  upon  inquiiy  I  found  they  were  skir- 
mishing beyond  the  hill  in  advance  of  Companies  C  and  K,  having  been 
sent  there  in  the  evening  without  reporting  to  me.  I  sent  Lieut.  M. 
J.  Dempsey  out  to  communicate  with  Captain  Webber,  who  met  him 
returning,  having  been  previously  ordered  in.  A  heavy  storm  had 
arisen,  and,  with  the  darkness,  seemed  to  have  put  a  stop  to  operations 
on  either  side.  The  enemy,  however,  sent  in  a  few  shells,  enfilading 
my  reserve  and  bursting  without  effect.  At  9  p.  m.,  by  order  of  Colonel 
Wever,  Company  D  was  sent  to  construct  a  pontoon,  and  returned  at 
1  a.  m.lSth  instant,  having  completed  the  bridge,  when  Company  B  was 
sent  to  guard  it. 

About  the  hour  of  3  a.  m.  General  Eaum  ordered  mo  to  destroy  the 
field-works  running  from  headquarters  to  rear  of  the  railroad  before 
daylight,  and  in  case  of  an  assault  not  to  fight  in  that  position,  but  so 
arrange  and  instruct  the  companies  as  to  relieve  the  main  works,  putting 
one-half  in  the  main  work  and  the  other  half  in  the  little  work  at  the 
end  of  the  railroad  bridge,  with  as  little  confusion  as  possible.  I 
destroyed  the  works  as  directed,  and  sent  Company  13  to  the  west  fort 
to  report  to  (General  Eaum,  and  took  Companies  IJ  and  F  and  one-half 
of  Company  B  into  the  above-mentioned  small  work,  which  was  speedily 
put  in  a  position  of  defense.  In  a  short  time  1  had  the  work  in  a  very 
good  condition,  capable  of  (sontaining  240  men.  The  six  companies  on 
the  advance  line  kept  up  a  lively  exchange  of  shots  with  the  enemy  in 
the  advanced  pits  until  5  p.  m.  13th  instant,  when  they  were  retired. 
Companies  A,  I,  and  H  were  sent  to  the  west  fort,  and  Companies  C, 
G,  and  K  took  their  positions  in  the  fort  with  me.  Tlie  <;onnnand  hav- 
ing eaten  and  slept  but  little  since  the  11th  instant,  were  much  fatigued, 
yet  lively  and  cheerful,  and  at  7  p.  m.,  13th  instant,  bivouactked  in  the 
trenches.  At  8  p.  m.  same  night  Company  B,  Lieut.  Tliomas  B.  O'Hara, 
was  detailed  as  train  guard  and  proceeded  to  Adairsville,  from  which 
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place  they  returned  the  14th  instant,  at  8  a.  m.  By  command  of  Gen- 
eral Raum  I  embarked  my  command  on  the  cars,  and  after  considerable 
delay  reached  Galhoun  at  3  p.  m.  14th  instant,  and  at  5  o'clock  my  old 
line  of  seven  detachments,  covering  ilfteeu  miles,  was  re-established. 

Our  usual  good  fortune  attended  us  in  this  affair,  our  list  of  casual- 
ties being  only  5  wounded  by  the  enemy,  1,  First  Sergt.  Simon  Bar- 
gar,  seriously.  The  men  and  oflicers  jjromptly  did  their  duty  well. 
Capt.  John  E.  Barker,  Company  0,  and  First  Lieut.  George  T.  Mc- 
Kenzie,  Company  B,  being  unable  for  duty,  their  commands,  Com- 
panies C  and  G,  were  for  the  time  being  turned  over  to  Lieut.  John 
C.  Lewis,  Company  C,  and  Lieut.  George  W.  Kankin,  Company  A. 
Lieut.  Hiram  S.  Dunlap,  Company  F,  being  on  staff  duty,  it  was  but 
just  to  Lieut.  Joiuer  that  he  should  retain  conunand  of  Dunlap's  Com- 
pany F.  Captain  Files  became  disabled  on  the  morning  of  the  13th 
by  accidentally  falling.  Lieutenants  Dempsey  and  Dunlap  were  at  all 
times  ready  to  execute  my  orders,  and  often  exposed  themselves  to  the 
enemy's  lire  while  giving  instructions  to  the  comi)anies  in  advance. 
Capt.  William  B.  Webber,  Company  E,  also  rendered  valuable  serv- 
ice on  the  13th  instant  in  protecting  the  i)ontooii  and  assisting  to  con- 
struct and  rearrange  the  works  near  the  railroad  bridge.  Company  D, 
Lieut.  C.  C.  McGee,  assisted  by  Lieut.  Thomas  B.  O'Hara,  tlumgh  com- 
paratively new  in  the  business,  completed  the  pontoon  bridge,  in  spite 
of  the  mud  and  enemy's  shells,  in  a  commendably  short  space  o¥  time. 
Sergt.  Silas  B.  Cole,  Company  I,  threw  out  a  shell  from  near  his 
commanding  oflicer  in  the  pit  before  it  burst  among  them.  Other  meri- 
torious acts  were  performed  by  enlisted  men,  for  which  1  shall  seek 
an  early  occasion  to  reward. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  i-espectfuUy,  your  obedient  serv- 
ant, 

JOHN  P.  HALL, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  W.  W.  McCammon, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Second  Brigade. 


No.  91. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Samson  M.  Archer,  Seventeenth  Iowa  Infantry. 

TiLTON,  Ga.,  October  16,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
engagement  of  my  regiment  (Seventeenth  Iowa  Veteran  Volunteer 
Infantry)  at  Tilton,  Ga.,  on  the  13th  of  October,  1864: 

At  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  my  pickets  on  the  railroad 
between  Eesaca  and  this  place  were  fired  upon.-  They  immediately 
deployed  and  skirmished  with  the  enemy  as  they  fell  back  to  the  block- 
house, into  which  I  at  once  placed  as  many  men  as  could  conveniently 
man  the  loop-holes,  and  disposed  of  the  rest  in  the  pits  on  either  side, 
at  the  same  time  sending  out  Companies  A  and  B  as  skirmishers  on 
the  left  of  the  railroad  toward  the  Gonnesauga  and  on  the  road  in  the 
direction  from  which  the  first  demonstration  was  made  upon  us.  They 
had  been  deployed  but  a  few  minutes  when  they  were  charged  by  the 
rebels,  forced  back  to  the  block-house,  and  very  soon  we  were  sur- 
rounded by  a  very  heavy  force  of  skirmishers,  who  secreted  themselves 
behind  trees,  logs,  and  our  partially  destroyed  huts.    A  brisk  flro  was 
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maintained  on  both  sides  for  four  hours,  during  which  time  the  rebels 

gained  no  ground,  and  were  punished  considerably,  while  my  loss  was 

but  3  or  4  men  from  chance  shots  into  the  ditch  or  through  loop-holes. 

At  11  o'clock  the  following  was  received,  under  flag  of  truce,  by  me : 

Headquarters  Stewart's  Corps,  Army  op  Tennessee, 

Near  Tilion,  Ga.,  October  IS,  1804 
To  the  Officer  Commanding  TJ.  S.  Forces  at  Tilion: 

Sir:  I  have  ample  force  to  take  the  garrison  at  Tilton.  To  save  loss  of  life  I 
demand  an  immediate  and  unconditional  surrender.  If  this  demand  is  complied 
■with  all  the  white  troops  and  their  officers  shall  be  ])aroled  within  a  lew  days,  and 
the  negroes  shall  be  well  treated.  If  refused  I  will  take  the  place  and  give  instruc- 
tions to  take  no  prisoners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  P.  STEWART, 
Lieutenant-General,  C.  S.  Army. 

To  this  demand  I  replied:  "  I  will  not  surrender;  if  you  want  my 
garrison  you  will  have  to  take  it."  I  at  once  notified  the  command 
that  there  would  be  no  surrender,  which  was  applauded  by  all.  During 
the  truce  the  rebels  posted  themselves  more  advantageously,  and  as 
soon  as  their  bearer  of  truce  had  passed  out  of  danger,  commenced  a 
very  brisk  fire.  I  exhorted  my  men  to  waste  no  ammunition,  of  which 
I  had  but  27,000  rounds  at  the  commencement.  Sharpshooting  was 
kept  up  until  1  p.  m.,  and  I  was  congratulating  myself  that  the  enemy, 
having  no  artillery  at  hand,  would  soon  abandon  the  place,  knowing 
that  charging  would  result  disastrously  to  them,  when  a  cannon-ball 
passed  over  the  house,  and  it  was  discovered  that  three  guns  were  in 
position  on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  distant  about  27.5  or  300  yards  south- 
west of  us.  Twenty-one  shots  were  fired  from  these  guns  (12-pounder 
howitzers)  at  intervals  of  about  two  minutes,  doing  no  further  injury 
to  us  than  a  few  slight  Avounds,  a  part  of  the  roof  torn  oft',  and  the  pro- 
tection to  the  entrance  shattered.  Discovering  that  we  would  not 
yield,  but  on  the  contrary  poured  volley  after  volley  into  them  as  their 
guns  were  wheeled  into  position,  they  introduced  three  24-pounder 
Napoleons,  and  opened  a  terrific  fire  upon  us.  Every  shot  that  struck 
the  block-house  sprung  and  shattered  its  timbers  and  shook  the  build- 
ing as  if  it  were  a  reed.  The  roof  was  soon  demolished  and  its  timbers  so 
much  strained  that  the  dirt  covering  rained  down  on  us  in  torrents. 
We  endured  this,  still  hoping  for  assistance  from  some  quarter,  until 
2.30  o'clock.  The  last  and  forty-seventh  shot  iired  (24-pouiider  shell) 
entered  a  loop-hole  and  exploded  in  the  center  of  the  room,  prostrating 
half  the  men  and  enveloping  us  in  a  smoke  so  dense  that  no  one  could 
see  his  comrade.  Failing  to  receive  assistance,  and  conscious  of  the  fact 
that  two  or  three  more  shots  would  reduce  the  house  and  crush  my  men, 
that  the  pits  were  gradually  being  brought  under  enfilading  range,  and 
having  but  ten  or  eleven  rounds  of  ammunition  left,  I  surrendered  the 
garrison,  satisfied  with  having  detained  the  rebels  seven  and  a  half 
hours.  My  force  consisted  of  280  muskets  and  about  20  extra  duty  and 
other  disarmed  men.  Captain  Horner  (Company  G)  and  31  men  made 
their  escape  before  we  were  surrounded,  and  8  men  were  left  with  the 
wounded. 

The  Confederate  loss  was  very  severe,  particularly  among  their  artil- 

I  was  taken  to  Dalton,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  myself  and 
Adjt.  F.  Woolsey  were  paroled  in  (jonsideration  of  the  gallant  defense 
of  my  post  (so  reads  the  indorsement  of  my  i)arole).  In  conclusion,  I 
am  in  duty  bound  to  say  that  Adjutant  AYoolscy,  Lieut  0.  W.  Wood- 


760  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  LL 

row,  and  Lieut.  Theodore  Tomson,  who  were  with  uie  ia  the  block- 
house, exhibited  the  most  perfect  self-control  and  coolness,  and  ren- 
dered me  most .  invaluable  assistance,  while  in  the  pits  outside  the 
same  gallant  conduct  was  displayed  among  both  officers  and  men 
which  has  heretofore  characterized  them  in  action.  Colonel  Wever 
was  absent  (commanding  at  Eesaca)  during  the  engagement,  and  was 
at  the  same  time  confronted  by  the  rebel  General  Lee's  army  corps. 
Accompanying  I  send  list  of  casualties.* 
I  am,  captain, -very  respectfully, 

'  S.  M.  AECHER, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Gomdg.  Seventeenth  lotoa  Yet.  Vols. 

Capt.  W.  W.  McCammon, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


ITo.  92. 


Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth 

Division. 

BtDQES.   FOUKTH  DIVISION,   FIFTEENTH  ARMY   COEPS, 

Allatoona,  Ga.,  October  7, 1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

Started  from  Eome,  Ga.,  at  8.30  p.  m.  October  4,  on  signal  telegram 
from  you,  via  Allatoona,  with  a  portion  of  one  brigade  of  my  division. 
Arrived  at  this  place  about  midnight.  Bent  train  back  for  another  load 
of  troops,  and  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tourtellotte,  coiumandiiig  this 
post,  rode  around  and  made  myself  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
defenses  and  surrounding  country. 

At  daylight  the  5th  disposed  my  troops  ready  for  the  enemy,  Avho 
had  been  pushing  the  picket-lines  warudy  since  my  arrival.  About  7 
a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  artillery  upon  us  from  Acworth  road,  to  which 
we  responded.  Skirmish  fire  continued  to  extend  to  our  right  and  rear 
until  8.30  a.  m.,  when  a  flag  of  truce  appeared  on  the  Cartersville  road, 
bearing  a  summons  to  surrender,  a  copy  of  which,  with  reply,  find  in- 
closed. About  8.45  a.  m.  a  furious  assault  was  made  on  our  lines  from 
three  directions,  south,  west,  and  north.  We  held  oui-  ])osition  in  the 
outer  works  for  about  two  hours,  when  we  were  driven  into  the  west 
fort.  The  enemy  followed  up  and  continued  to  light  with  great  desper- 
ation until  3.30  p,  m.,  when  they  withdrew  in  disorder,  repulsed  at 
every  point.  With  a  brigade  of  fiesh  trooi)S  I  would  have  captured 
French's  entire  division.  We  saved  all  the  stores,  buried  15(f  rebel 
dead,  including  2  colonels  and  several  other  fleld  ofiicers.  Have  400 
prisoners,  including  the  wounded;  among  the  wounded  are  1  rebel  col- 
onel and  several  other  field  ofiicers.  We  have  in  our  possession  3 
stand  of  rebel  colors,  and  have  already  gathered  500  stand  of  small- 
arms,  and  the  country  is  still  strewn  with  them.  A  rebel  surgeon  re- 
ports General  Young  killed  and  General  (Jockrell  wounded.  My  loss 
is  about  GOO  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  I  brought  about  DOO  mus- 
kets with  me.  Colonel  Tourtellotte  had  about  600,  making  in  all  about 
1,500.  We  looked  anxiously  all  day  for  the  arrival  of  my  troops  from 
Eome  or  re-enforcements  from  you.  The  damage  done  to  the  track  by 
the  recent  heavy  rains  prevented  the  train  I  sent  from  returning  With 
my  troops  until  the  morning  of  the  Gth. 

"Not  found. 
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Lieut.  William  Ludlow,  of  Engineers,  sent  to  Eome  by  Captain  Poe  to 
inspect  fortifications  tliere,  accompanied  me  liere  as  volunteer  aide,  and 
"will  bear  this  informal  report  to  you.  He  will  give  you  the  minute  de- 
tails of  the  affair.  The  pain  occasioned  by  the  severe  wound  in  my 
head  prevents  me  from  doing  so,  also  froin  mentioning  the  numerous 
deeds  of  gallantry  and  daring  i)erformed  by  officers  and  men  during 
the  action.  All  did  well.  My  thanks  are  esi)ecially  due  to  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Tourtellotte,  Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry,  for  his  hearty  co- 
operation, cool  courage,  and  gallantry.  Though  wounded  in  the  early 
part  of  tlic  action  he  remained  with  his  ]nen  until  the  close.  Colonel 
Rowett,  of  Seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  commaudiiig  the  Third  Brigade  of 
my  division,  also  did  gallant  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Bmne,  Ga.,  October  27,  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  this  di- 
vision since  the  25th  day  of  September,  1864,  at  which  time  two  brigades 
of  the  division  were  lying  at  East  Point,  Ga.,  with  the  troops  of  our 
corps  and  department;  the  Third  Brigade,  Col.  Richard  Rowett  com- 
manding, garrisoned  Rome,  Ga. : 

On  the  26th  of  September  ultimo,  in  pursuance  to  orders  from  Major- 
General  Howard,  I  moved  that  portion  of  the  division  at  East  Point  to 
Rome,  Ga.,  via  Atlanta,  where  we  obtained  transportation,  and  arrived  at 
Rome  on  the  27th  of  September  at  2  a.  m.  The  Special  Order,  No.  217, 
headquarters  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  directed  that  on 
reaching  Rome  I  should  unite  the  division  and  be  prei)ared  to  act  against 
any  force  that  might  attempt  to  threaten  Bridgei)ort  from  the  direc- 
tion of  Gadsden.  Verbal  instructions  from  General  Sherman,  received 
while  passing  through  Atlanta,  indicated  in  addition  that  the  division 
was  placed  at  Rome  in  observation,  ready  at  all  times  to  strike  in  any 
direction  the  enemy  might  be  discovered  taking.  The  commanding 
officer  at  Rome  was  relieved  on  the  29th,  and  I  assumed  command  at 
once,  bending  all  energies  to  organizing,  drilling,  and  equipping  the 
command  for  rapid  work.  The  First  Alabama  Cavalry,  Col.  George  E. 
Spencer  commanding,  was  ordered  to  report  to  me,  and  the  Ninth  Illi- 
nois Mounted  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  S.  T.  Hughes  coitunanding,  which 
came  from  Bast  Point  with  us,  together  furnished  an  excellent  mounted 
brigade  for  offensive  operations  and  reconnaissances,  'i'he  lines  were 
sealed  against  citizens,  the  earth-works  overhauled  and  new  ones  com- 
nienced,  and  such  disposition  made  of  the  troops  as  would  insure  safety 
and  comfort  to  the  command.  On  the  29th  a  telegram  was  received  from 
General  Sherman  intimating  that  Hood  was  crossing  the  Chattahoochee. 
in  the  direction  of  Blue  Mountain,  and  directed  me  to  watch  M-^ell  for 
the  appearance  of  infantry  in  or  about  Cedartown.  Spies  and  scouts 
were  sent  out  in  every  direction,  frequent  reconnaissances  nmde  with 
the  cavalry,  but  no  positive  information  gained  of  the  enemy,  except 
the  whereabouts  and  movements  of  their  cavalry,  and  that  Hood  had 
crossed  a  part  if  not  all  of  his  force  over  the  Chattahoochee. 
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I  ascertained  on  tlie  2d  instant  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  de- 
stroyed the  railroad  at  or  near  Big  Shanty;  that  Wheeler  was  at  Villa- 
now  and  had  sent  a  detachment  to  assault  Dalton,  which  sent  in  a 
summons  to  surrender,  but  did  not  wait  to  attack.  Later  in  the  day 
a  train  was  captured  near  Acworth  and  the  road  torn  up  three  miles 
south  of  Allatoona,  and  on  the  following  day  (October  3)  General  Sher- 
man ordered  me  to  suspend  a  movement  I  contemplated,  statiug  that 
Hood  was  gradually  developing  his  plans,  which  were  of  a  very  exten- 
sive character.  At  noon  on  the  4th  instant  they  were  sufficiently  dis- 
covered to  induce  General  Sherman  to  signal  from  Kenesaw  (telegraph 
communication  having  been  destroyed)  that  Hood  was  moving  on  Alla- 
toona, thence  to  Eome.  Large  fires  were  discovered  from  the  Allatoona 
heights  along  the  track  toward  Big  Shanty.  In  short  there  remained 
no  doubt  of  Hood's  entire  army  being  near  the  railroad  north  of  Kene- 
saw. My  command  was  in  readiness  to  move  in  the  morning,  either  on 
Wheeler,  if  he  should  attempt  to  pass  south,  or  to  the  assistance  of 
General  Eaum  at  Oartersville  or  Allatoona,  in  case  those  places  were 
threatened.  At  the  request  of  General  Eaum  for  re-enforcements  I 
telegraphed  to  Kingston  for  cars,  intending  sending  a  brigade  to  Oar- 
tersville to  be  placed  at  his  disposal,  but  another  signal  from  General 
Sherman  directing  me  to  move  with  my  whole  command  changed  the 
programme,  and  I  immediately  got  ready  to  move  to  Allatoona  with 
the  division  as  soon  as  the  cars  should  arrive  from  Kingston.  The  train, 
in  moving  down  to  Eome,  threw  some  fourteen  or  fifteen  cars  off  the 
track,  and  threatened  to  delay  us  till  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant, 
but  the  activity  of  the  officers  and  railroad  employes  enabled  me  to 
secure  a  train  of  twenty  cars  about  7  j).  m.  of  the  4th.  Onto  them  I 
loaded  three  regiments  of  Colonel  Eowett's  brigade  and  a  portion  of 
the  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry,  with  about  1G5,000  rounds  of  ammunition, 
and  started  for  Allatoona  at  8.30  p.  m.,  where  we  arrived  at  1  a.  m.  on 
the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  immediately  disembarked,  and  started 
the  train  back,  with  injunctions  to  get  the  balance  of  the  brigade  and 
as  many  of  the  next  brigade  as  they  could  carry  and  return  by  day- 
light. They  unfortunately  met  with  an  accident  that  delayed  them  so 
as  to  deprive  me  of  any  re-enforcements  until  about  9  p.  m.  of  the  5th. 

In  justice  to  Messrs.  Drake  and  Hughes,  gentlemen  stationed  at 
Kingston,  connected  with  the  railroad,  I  would  state  that  the  late 
freshets  had  carried  away  the  bridge  at  Eesaca  about  the  time  the 
railroad  was  destroyed  south  of  Allatoona,  leaving  between  the  two 
points  but  two  locomotivfes  and  but  very  few  cars ;  that  the  road  had  been 
washed  so  as  to  cause  the  track  to  spread  frequently,  and  that  they  and 
their  employes  were  in  nowise  responsible  for  the  accident  that  delayed 
me  and  finally  deprived  me  of  the  much-needed  re-enforcements.  The 
ammunition  being  unloaded  and  the  train  sent  back  for  re-enforcements, 
accompanied  by  Colonel  Tourtellotte,  the  post  commandant,  I  rode 
around  and  inspected  the  ground,  and  made  such  disposition  of  the 
troops  as  in  my  judgment  was  necessary  to  hold  the  place  until  day- 
light. I  then  learned  from  Colonel  Tourtellotte  that  the  garrison 
embraced  the  Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry,  450  men,  Maj.  J.  C.  Edson 
commanding;  Ninety-third  Illinois  Infantry,  290  men,  Major  Fisher 
commanding;  seven  companies  Eighteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  150 
men,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jackson  commanding;  Twelfth  Wisconsin 
Battery,  6  guns,  Lieutenant  Amsden  commanding,  furnishing  a  force 
of  890  men,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  J.  E.  Tourtellotte,  Fourth  Min- 
nesota Volunteer  Infantry.  I  took  with  me  of  Eowett's  brigade,  of  this 
division,  eight  companies  Thirty -ninth  Iowa  Infantry,  280  men,  Lieu- 
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tenant  Colonel  Eedfleld  commanding;  nine  companies  Seventh  Illinois 
Infantry,  2G7  men,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Perrin  commanding;  eight  com- 
panies Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry,  267  men,  Lieuteuaut-Colonel  Hanna 
commanding;  two  companies  Fifty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  61  men, 
Captain  Yau  Steenburg  commanding;  detachment  of  Twelfth  Illinois 
Infantry,  Adams'  brigade,  155  men.  Captain  Koehler  commanding; 
total  1,054,  making  an  aggregate  of  1,944. 

Even  at  this  early  hour  (2  a.  m.)  a  brisk  Are  was  maintained  on  the 
skirmish  line,  and  Colonel  Tourtellotte  was  compelled  to  send  the  Eight- 
eenth Wisconsin  Infantry  out  to  re-enforce  the  outposts,  and  before 
dawn  I  found  it  necessary  to  throw  a  battalion  of  the  Seventh  Illinois 
Infantry  out  in  support,  as  the  enemy  pressed  warmly  at  all  points  from 
the  south  toward  the  depot.  At  daybreak,  under  cover  of  a  strong  line 
of  skirmishers,  I  withdrew  the  forces  from  the  town  to  the  summit  of 
the  ridge  on  either  side  of  the  railroad  cut.  About  6  a.  m.  the  troops 
were  in  the  following  position,  viz :  The  Seventh  Illinois  Infantry  and 
Thirty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry  in  line  of  battle  facing  west,  on  a  spur  that 
covered  the  redoubt  immediately  on  the  hill  over  the  cut;  one  bat- 
talion of  the  Mnety-third  Illinois  in  reserve,  the  other  in  line  of  skir- 
mishers moving  along  the  ridge  in  a  westerly  direction,  feeling  for  the 
enemy,  who  was  endeavoring  to  push  a  force  around  our  right  flank; 
the  Fourth  Minnesota,  Fiftieth  and  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry  were  ia 
the  works  on  the  hill  east  of  the  railroad  cut;  the  balance  of  the  com- 
mand were  out  on  skirmish  and  outpost  duty.  Under  a  brisk  cannon- 
ade, kept  up  for  near  two  hours,  with  sharp  skirmishing  on  our  south 
front  and  on  our  west  flank,  the  enemy  pushed  a  brigade  of  infantry 
around  north  of  us,  cut  the  railroad  and  telegraph  wire,  severing  our 
communication  with  Cartersville  and  Eome.  The  cannonading  and  mus- 
ketry had  not  ceased,  when  at  8.30  a.  m.  I  received  by  flag  of  truce, 
which  came  from  the  north  on  the  Cartersville  road,  the  following  sum- 
mons to  surrender : 

Around  A-LLAtoona,  October  5,  1S64. 
Commanding  Okficer  U.  S.  Forces, 

AUatoona: 
Sir:  I  have  placed  the  forces  under  my  command  in  such  position  that  you  are 
surrounded,  and  to  avoid  a  needless  effusion  of  blood,  I  call  on  you  to  surrender 
your  forces  at  once  and  unconditionally.  Five  minutes  wiU  be  allowed  you  to  de- 
cide. Should  you  accede  to  this,  you  will  be  treated  in  the  most  honorable  manner 
as  prisoners  of  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major-General,  Commanding  C.  S.  Forces. 

To  which  I  made  the  following  reply: 

Headquarters  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

AUatoona,  Ga.,  October  5, 1864—8.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French, 

C.  S.  Army,  ^c: 
Your  communication  demanding  surrender  of  my  command  I  acknowledge  receipt 
of,  and  would  respectfully  reply  that  wc  are  prepared  for  the  "  needless  effusion  of 
blood"  whenever  it  is  agreeable  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^^„c.r. 

JNO.  M.  LUKISJlj, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  U.  S.  Forces. 

I  then  hastened  to  my  different  commands,  informing  them  of  the  ob- 
ject of  the  flag  and  my  answer,  and  the  importance  and  necessity  of  their 
preparing  for  hard  fighting.  I  directed  Colonel  Eowett  to  hold  the  spur 
on  which  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry  and  Seventh  IlUnois  Infantry 
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were  formed,  sent  Colonel  Tourtellotte  over  to  the  east  hill  with  orders 
to  hold  it  to  the  last,  sending  to  me  for  re-enforcements  if  needed. 
Taking  two  companies  of  the  Ninety-third  Illinois  down  a  spur  parallel 
with  the  railroad  and  along  the  brink  of  the  cut,  so  disposed  them  as  to 
hold  the  north  side  as  long  as  possible.  Three  companies  of  the  Ninety- 
third,  which  had  been  driven  in  from  the  west  end  of  the  ridge,  were  dis- 
tributed in  the  ditch  south  of  the  redoubt,  witli  instructions  to  keep  the 
town  well  covered  by  their  tire  and  watch  the  depot  wliere  were  stored 
over  a  million  rations.  The  remaining  battalion,  under  Major  Fisher, 
lay  between  the  redoubt  and  Rowett's  line,  ready  to  re-enforce  wherever 
most  needed.  I  had  hardly  issued  these  incipient  orders  Avhen  the  storm 
broke  in  all  its  fury  on  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  and  Seventh  Illinois. 
Toung's  brigade  of  Texans,  1,900  strong,  had  gained  the  west  end  of  the 
ridge  and  moved  with  great  impetuosity  along  its  crest  till  they  struck 
Eowett's  command,  where  they  received  a  severe  check,  but,  undaunted, 
they  came  again  and  again.  Eowett,  re-enforced  by  the  Ninety -third 
Illinois  and  aided  by  the  gallant  Eedfield,  encouraged  me  to  hope  we 
were  all  safe  here,  when  I  observed  a  brigade  of  the  enemy,  under  com- 
mand of  General  Sears,  moving  from  the  north,  its  left  extending  across 
the  railroad.  I  rushed  to  the  two  companies  of  the  Ninety-third  Illinois, 
which  were  on  the  brink  of  the  cut  running  north  from  the  redoubt  and 
parallel  with  the  railroad,  they  having  been  re-entbrced  by  the  retreat- 
ing pickets,  and  urged  them  to  hold  on  to  the  spur,  but  it  was  of  no 
avail.  The  enemy's  line  of  battle  swept  us  back  like  so  much  chaff  and 
struck  the  Thirty -ninth  Iowa  in  flank,  threatening  to  engnlf  our  Uttle 
band  without  further  ado.  Fortunately  for  us  Colonel  Tourtellotte's  fire 
caught  Sears  in  the  flank,  and  broke  him  so  bad  as  to  enable  me  to  get 
a  staff  officer  over  the  cut,  Avith  orders  to  bring  the  Fiftieth  Illinois  over 
to  re-enforce  Rowett,  who  had  lost  very  heavily.  However,  before  the 
regiment  sent  for  could  arrive.  Sears  and  Young  both  rallied  and  made 
their  assaults  in  front  and  on  tlie  flank  with  so  much  vigor  and  in  such 
force  as  to  break  Eowett's  lino,  and  had  not  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa 
fought  with  the  desperation  it  did,  I  never  would  have  heeu  able  to 
have  brought  a  man  back  into  the  redoubt.  As  it  was,  their  hand-to- 
hand  struggle  and  stubborn  stand  broke  the  enemy  to  that  extent  he 
must  stop  to  reform  before  rmdertaking  the  assault  on  the  fort.  Under 
cover  of  the  blow  they  gave  the  enemy,  the  Seventh  and  Ninety-third 
Illinois,  and  what  remained  of  the  Thirty -ninth  Iowa,  fell  back  into  the 
fort.  The  fighting  up  to  this  time  (about  11  a.  m.)  was  of  a  most  ex- 
traordinary character ;  attacked  from  the  north,  from  the  west,  and  from 
the  south,  these  three  regiments  (Thirty-ninth  Iowa,  Seventh  Illinois, 
and  Ninety-third  Illinois  Infantry)  held  Young's  and  a  portion  of  Sears' 
and  Gockrell's  brigades  at  bay  for  nearly  two  h(mrs  and  a  half.  The 
gallant  Colonel  Eedfield,  of  the  Qliirty-ninth  Iowa,  fell  sliot  in  four 
places,  and  the  extraordinarj'^  valor  of  the  men  and  officers  of  this  regi- 
ment and  of  the  Seventh  Illinois  saved  to  us  AUatoona. 

So  completely  disorganized  were  the  enemy  that  no  regular  assault 
could  be  made  on  the  fort  till  I  had  the  tremilies  all  filhnl  and  the  i)arapets 
lined  with  men.  The  Twelfth  Illinois  and  Fiftieth  Illinois  arriving  from 
the  east  hill  enabled  us  to  occupy  every  foot  of  trench,  and  keep  u])  a  line 
of  fire  that,  as  long  as  our  annuunition  lasted,  would  render  our  little 
fort  impregnable.  The  broken  pieces  of  the  enemy  enabled  tlieiii  to  fill 
every  hollow  and  take  every  advantage  of  the  rough  ground  sui'rcmnding 
the  fort,  filling  every  hole  and  trench,  seeking  shelter  behind  every 
stump  and  log  that  lay  within  musket-range  of  the  fort.  We  received 
fii'e  from  the  north,  south,  and  west  face  of  the  redoubt,  completely  en- 
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fllading  our  ditches,  and  rendering  it  almost  impracticable  for  a  man  to 
expose  his  person  above  the  parapet.  An  effort  was  made  to  carry  our 
works  by  assault,  but  the  battery  (Twelfth  Wisconsin)  was  so  ably 
managed  and  so  gallantly  fought  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  a  column 
to  live  within  100  yards  of  the  works.  Officers  labored  constantly  to 
stimulate  the  men  to  exertion,  and  most  all  that  were  killed  or  wounded 
in  the  fort  met  this  fate  while  trying  to  get  the  meu  to  expose  them- 
selves above  the  parapet,  and  nobly  setting  them  the  example.  The 
enemy  kept  up  a  constant  and  intense  fire,  gradually  closing  around  us 
and  rapidly  filling  our  little  fort  with  the  dead  and  dying.  About  1  p.  m. 
I  was  wounded  by  a  rifle-ball,  which  rendered  nie' insensible  for  some 
thirty  or  forty  minutes,  but  managed  to  rally  on  hearing  some  person 
or  persons  cry,  "  Cease  firing,"  which  conveyed  to  me  the  impression 
they  Avere  trying  to  surrender  the  fort.  Again  1  urged  my  staff,  the  few 
officers  left  unhurt,  and  the  men  around  me  to  renewed  exertion,  assur- 
ing them  that  Sherman  would  soon  be  there  with  re-enforceinents ;  the 
gallant  fellows  struggled  to  keep  their  heads  above  the  ditch  and  para- 
pet in  the  face  of  the  murderous  fire  of  the  enemy  uoav  c'onceutratod  upon 
us.  The  artillery  was  silent  for  want  of  ammunition,  and  a  brave  fellow, 
whose  name  1  regret  to  have  forgotten,  volunteered  to  cross  the  cut, 
which  Avas  under  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  go  to  the  fort  on  the  east  hill 
and  procure  ammunition.  Having  executed  his  mission  successfully  he 
returned  in  a  short  time  with  an  arm-load  of  canister  and  case-shot. 
About  2.30  p.  m.  the  enemy  were  observed  massing  a  force  behind  a 
small  house  and  the  ridge  on  which  the  house  was  located,  distant  north- 
west from  the  fort  about  150  yards.  The  dead  and  wounded  were  moved 
aside,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  move  a  piece  of  artillery  to  an  embrasure 
commanding  the  house  and  ridge.  A  few  shots  from  the  gun  threw  the 
enemy's  column  into  great  confusion,  which  being  observed  by  our  meu, 
caused  them  to  rush  to  the  parapet  and  open  such  a  heavy  and  continu- 
ous musketry  fire  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  rally.  From 
this  time  until  near  4  p.  m.  we  had  the  advantage  of  the  enemy,  and 
maintained  it  with  such  success  that  they  were  driven  from  every 
position,  and  finally  fled  in  great  confusion,  leaving  their  dead  and 
wounded,  and  our  little  garrison  in  possession  of  the  field. 

The  hill  east  of  the  cut  was  gallantly  and  successfully  defended  by 
Colonel  Tourtellotte,  with  that  poilicni  of  the  Third  Division,  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  that  fell  back  from  the  town  early  in  the  morning.  Not 
onlj"^  did  they  repulse  the  assaults  made  upijn  them,  but  rendered  me 
valuable  aid  in  protecting  my  north  front  from  the  repeated  attaciks  by 
Sears'  brigade.  Colonel  Tourtellotte  and  his  garrison  are  deserving  of 
the  highest  praise,  and  I  take  special  pleasure  in  recommending  that 
gallant  ofticer  for  promotion.  (Jol.  liichard  llowett,  Seventli  Illinois 
Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade  of  this  divis- 
ion, manifested  such  zeal,  intrepidity,  and  skill  as  to  induce  us  all  to 
feel  that  to  his  personal  efforts  we  owed  in  an  eminent  degree  the  safety 
of  the  command.  Twice  wounded  he  clung  tenaciously  to  his  post,  and 
fully  earned  the  promotion  I  so  cheerfully  recommend  may  be  aAN  arded 
him. 

The  gallant  dead,  whose  loss  conveys  grief  to  so  many  households, 
have  left  an  imperishable  memory,  and  the  names  of  lledfield,  Blodgett, 
and  Ayers  must  prove  as  immortal  as  the  holy  cause  for  which  they 
sacrificed  their  fives.  1  saw  so  many  individual  instances  of  heroism 
that  1  regret  I  cannot  do  them  justice  and  render  the  tribute  due  each 
particular  one.  I  can  oidy  express  in  general  terms  the  highest  satis- 
faction and  pride  I  entertain  in  having  been  with  and  amongst  them 
on  that  occasion. 
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I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  accompanying  reports  of 
regimental  and  detachment  commanders,  also  the  tabular  statement  of 


We  buried  231  rebel  dead,  and  captured  411  prisoners,  3  stand  of 
colors,  and  aboiit  800  .stand  of  arms. 

Amongst  the  prisoners  brought  Iti  was  Brigadier-Cxeneral  Young, 
who  estimated  the  enemy's  loss  at  2,000  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

To  my  personal,  staff,  Capt.  M.  K.  Flint,  First  Alabama  Cavalry,  and 
Lieut.  A.  P.  Vaughan,  Fifty-second  Illinois  Infantry,  I  tender  my  heartiest 
thanks  and  congratulations  for  their  remarkable  bravery  and  eflQcient 
services  during  the  entire  engagement;  also  to  Lieut.  William  Ludlow, 
chief  engineer,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  who,  sent  to  Rome  to  superin- 
tend the  works  there,  arrived  as  we  were  leaving  and  volunteered  as 
an  aide  for  the  expedition.  He  rendered  with  the  other  gentlemen 
above  mentioned  valuable  services  and  manifested  a  personal  courage 
and  zeal  deserving  high  praise.  ^^^   ^   ^^^^^^ 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
fCapt.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aide-de-Camp,  Military  Division  of  the  3Iississippi.] 

[Indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Kingston,  Ga.,  November  3, 1864. 

EespectfuUy  forwarded. 

Special  attention  is  invited  to  this  report,   and  recommendations 
therein  cordially  indorsed. 

W.  T.  SHERMAK, 

Major-General. 


Report  of  Mlled,  wounded,  and  missing  in  tattle  of  AUatoona,  Ga.,  on  the  5lh  day  of 

October,  1864. 


Command. 

Killed. 
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Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savmmah,  Ga.,  January  15,  1865. 

Major:  In  resuming  the  narration  of  the  operations  of  this  division 
it  becomes  necessary  to  recur  briefly  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  and 
about  Allatoona. 

My  last  report  brought  us  to  the  6th  of  October.  That  portion  of 
Rowett's  brigade  left  at  Rome  when  I  went  to  Allatoona  joined  me  late 
on  the  night  of  the  5th,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  Colonel  Martin 
brought  up  the  First  Brigade,  making  the  garrison  at  Allatoona  to  con- 
sist of  two  brigades  of  this  division  and  one  of  the  Third  Division,  Fif- 
teenth Army  Corps.  The  delay  in  the  arrival  of  these  re-enforcements, 
as  has  already  been  explained,  was  occasioned  by  the  heavy  rains  that 
occurred  in  the  early  part  of  October.  The  Second  Brigade,  of  this 
division,  garrisoned  Rome.  General  Raum's  brigade,  of  the  Third 
Division,  occupied  Kingston  and  Cartersville,  between  Rome  and  Alla- 
toona. General  Sherman  still  retained  his  headquarters  near  Kenesaw, 
his  army  distributed  about  its  base.  Owing  to  the  condition  of  the 
roads  the  troops  that  were  directed  to  the  relief  of  Allatoona  from  the 
south  did  not  make  sufftcieut  progress  to  interce])t  Stewart's  corps,  of 
Hood's  army,  which,  after  the  repulse  at  Allatoona,  withdrew  in  the  di- 
rection of  Dallas,  forming  a  junction  with  the  main  body  of  the  enemy 
late  on  the  night  of  the  5th.  Hood's  army  disappeared  from  its  i^osi- 
tion  about  Dallas  on  the  6th,  and  its  destination  not  being  developed. 
General  Sherman,  apprehensive  that  the  enemy  might  attempt  to  seize 
the  bridge  across  the  Etowah,  either  at  Cartersville  or  Kingston,  and 
Allatoona  being  safe  by  the  near  approach  of  his  forces,  directed  me  to 
retire  across  the  Etowah,  to  assure  the  safety  of  the  above  mentioned 
points  and  the  line  of  the  railroad.  The  troops  were  occupied  on  the 
6th  iu  strengthening  the  ijosition  and  gathering  the  rebel  dead  and 
wounded  and  the  arms  that  were  strewn  over  the  field. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  7tli  my  command  moved  to  Cartersville 
and  lay  there  in  bivouac,  while  I  endeavored  to  secure  all  possible  infor- 
mation of  the  whereabouts  of  Hood.  Late  in  the  day  I  received  a  com- 
munication from  General  Sherman  that  his  cavalry  were  following  Hood 
and  that  the  enemy  were  too  far  south  to  make  the  Etowah  bridge  via 
Stilesborough.  Not  being  able  to  develop  any  force  along  the  left  bank  of 
the  Etowah  between  the  bridges,  I  directed  the  column  to  move  on  Rome, 
via  Kingston,  the  next  day,  and  took  the  cars  myself  in  the  evening  of 
the  8th,  arriving  at  Rome  about  9  p.  m.  Here  I  -found  that  the  late 
freshet  had  swept  away  the  two  pontoon  bridges  that  connected  Rome 
with  the  opposite  banks  of  the  Etowah  and  Oostenaula.  Rome  (situ- 
ated at  the  confluence  of  these  two  streams,  which  run  parallel  on  either 
side  of  the  city  for  quite  a  distance,  then  gradually  approaching,  their 
waters  mingle  and  form  the  Coosa)  is  commanded  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Etowah  where  that  stream  joins  the  Coosa.  The  peninsula,  on 
which  the  town  is  located,  embraced  our  depot  for  supplies  and  ordnance 
and  the  extensive  hospitals  organized  for  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
which,  at  that  time,  contained  about  2,000  patients.  All  of  these  were 
commanded  by  the  eminence  to  which  we  gave  the  name  of  Cemetery 
Hill.  If  Hood  was  approaching  Rome,  as  was  generally  supposed,  it 
was  important  that  we  should  secure  this  hill  and  fortify  it,  as  it  was 
the  key  to  the  place.  Finding  on  my  return  that  all  force  had  been 
withdrawn  into  the  garrison,  I  directed  a  small  outpost  to  be  thrown 
across  in  boats  on  Cemetery  Hill,  sent  for  the  chief  of  the  pioneer  corps, 
and  ordered  him  to  proceed  at  once  to  build  a  pontoon  bridge  across  the 
Etowah  at  that  point,  giving  him  control  of  all  mechanics,  saw-mills,  and 
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available  material  in  the  place.  Thanks  to  Captain  Lougstreth's  energy, 
I  was  enabled  by  noon  of  the  9th  to  throw  an  infantry  force  onto  Ceme- 
tery Hill  and  secure  it.  Some  idea  may  be  gathered  of  the  promptness 
with  which  the  bridge  was  built  when  I  state  at  midnight  of  the  8th 
the  trees  were  staiidiup,'  in  the  streets  of  Eome  that  at  noon  of  the  next 
day  furnished  balk  ahd  chess  for  a  bridge  over  which  infantry,  cavalry, 
and  artillery  passed. 

The  two  brigades  that  left  Kingston  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  arrived 
at  Rome  just  as  the  bridge  was  finished.  Detachments  of  cavalry  from 
Colonel  Spencer's  regiment  were  sent  out  to  patrol  the  roads  leading 
south  from  Rome.  Scouts  and  spies  had  been  sent  out  durnig  the  night 
of  the  8th.  Two  deserters  came  in  and  reported  that  Hood  was  moving 
toward  Blue  Mountain,  leaving  Oedartown  and  Cave  Spring  on  his 
right.  I  had  been  receiving  intelligence  by  telegraph  I'rom  (General 
Raum  at  Cartersville,  and  from  General  Cox,  commanding  Twenty^hird 
Corps,  at  Allatooua,  both  reporting  that  deserters  had  arrived  at  their 
headquarters,  stating  that  Hood's  entire  army  was  moving  on  Eome. 
General  Sherman  telegraphed  later  in  the  day  that  he  felt  satisfied  that 
Hood  would  strike  Rome,  and  directed  me  to  make  a  stubborn  fight  be- 
hind breast-works ;  that  he  would  re-enforce  me  with  50,000  men  as  quick 
as  they  could  be  marched  to  Rome.  Every  ax,  shovel,  and  pick  had 
been  early  called  into  recjuisition,  and  every  preparation  made  to  re- 
ceive Hood  and  his  army.  However,  no  information  could  be  obtained 
from  our  front  till  about  midnight  of  the  9th,  when  some  of  the  patrols, 
spies,  and  scouts  commenced  coming  in,  corroborating  the  intelligence 
received  from  Generals  Sherman,  Raum,  and  Cox,  and  that  Hood's  army 
was  Avithin  twelve  miles  of  us.  At  3  a.  m.  of  the  morning  of  the  10th 
Captain  Peek,  of  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry,  brought  in  some  prison- 
ers belonging  to  Walthall's  and  Loring's  divisions,  of  Stewart's  corps. 
The  cajrtain,  having  gallantly  assaulted  the  enemy's  outposts,  drove 
them  into  their  reserve;  they  in  turn  fell  back  into  the  main  body,  cre- 
ating great  commotion  and  confusion,  under  cover  of  which  the  captain 
made  his  escape,  bringing  with  him  quite  a  squad  of  prisoners,  from 
whom  I  obtained  positive  information  of  the  locality  of  Hood's  different 
corps.  They,  however,  could  give  no  decided  opinion  of  Hood's  object 
or  destination.  It  was  evident  that  he  did  not  intend  attacking  Rome, 
as  his  heads  of  column  had  crossed  the  road  leading  into  Rome,  and 
were  directed  on  the  Coosa  River,  over  which  the  prisoners  thought 
Hood  was  effecting  a  crossing.  At  daylight  of  the  10th  this  opinion 
was  confirmed  by  a  spy  coming  in  and  stating  that  he  had  been  in  the 
enemy's  camp,  where  Lee's  corps  were  laying  a  pontoon  bridge  over  the 
Coosa,  near  Coosaville,  twelve  miles  distant  from  Rome.  Reports  be- 
came more  frequent,  and  Hood's  position  and  movements  gradually  de- 
veloped. Hood  arrived  at  Cedartown  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  plac- 
ing one  corps  at  Cave  Sjiring  (Lee's),  one  at  Cedartown  (Hardee's),  one 
at  Vann's  Valley  (Stewart's).  Twodays'  rations  had  been  cooked,  and  the 
command  commenced  crossing  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Coosaville  at  day- 
light on  the  morningof  the  10th  in  the  following  order :  Wheeler's  cavalry, 
followed  by  Lee  and  Hardee,  crossed  during  the  morning;  later  in  the  day 
Stewart,  leaving  Jackson's  cavalry  and  the  men  that  were  unfit  to  march, 
to  take  up  the  bridge  and  move  it  farther  down  the  river.  (General  Sher- 
man arrived  at  Kingston  with  the  Twenty-third  Corps  on  the  evening  of 
the  10th  and  there  waited  for  their  developments.  About  11.30  p.  m.  of 
the  10th  Wheeler's  cavalry  moved  up  the  right  bank  of  the  Coosa, 
and  struck  my  pickets  at  the  forks  of  the  Alabama  and  Summerville 
roads.    Without  making  any  further  demonstration  they  moved  off  on 
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the  Summerville  road  and  camped  at  tlie  bridge  over  the  Armuchee. 
On  the  evening  of  the  11th  I  further  ascertained,  by  the  aid  of  the 
First  Alabama  Cavalry  and  some  deserters,  that  Hardee's  corps,  then 
commanded  by  Cheatham,  had  passed  up  by  the  road  leading  from 
Coosaville  to  the  bridge  over  the  Armuchee.  The  other  two  corps  had 
passed  up  the  main  Chattooga  Valley,  -via  Alpine  and  Summerville. 
This  information,  as  rapidly  as  it  was  procured,  was  telegraphed  to 
General  Sherman.  General  Howard  sent  a  brigade  from  Second  Divis- 
ion, Fifteenth  Corps,  commanded  by  Colonel  Fowler,  which  arrived  on 
the  cars  about  noon  of  the  11th,  and  was  placed  in  camp  ready  for  any 
emergency.  General  Sherman  arrived  on  the  12th,  and  his  army  en- 
camped within  three  miles  of  Eome.  On  the  IStli,  by  order  of  General 
Sherman,  I  moved  my  division,  augmented  by  Colonel  Fowler's  bri- 
gade and  Colonel  Spencer's  regiment  of  cavalry,  across  the  Etowah,  and 
with  Colonel  Hurlbut's  brigade  in  advance,  the  other  three  brigades  in 
supporting  column,  the  cavalry  on  the  flanks,  we  advanced  on  Cave 
Spring  for  the  purpose  of  developing  the  character  and  strength  of  the 
enemy's  force  lying  near  the  pontoon  bridge  on  which  they  crossed 
over  the  Coosa.  Armstrong's  and  Gholson's  brigades  of  cavalry,  of 
Jackson's  division,  opposed  us  for  about  seven  miles,  with  but  very 
slight  loss  to  ourselves.  The  enemy  were  driven  back  toward  Cave 
Spring  by  the  infantry,  while  I  sent  the  cavalry  to  the  point  opposite 
Coosaville,  where  Hood  had  his  pontoons,  which  were  found  to  be  gone 
and  no  enemy  there.  I  received  about  3  p.  m.  a  note  from  General  Sher- 
man stating  that  "Hood  had  appeared  before  Resaca.and  summoned  the 
place  to  surrender;"  thatlwould  immediately  withdraw  all  myforces  and 
return  to  Eome,  which  I  did  at  once,  reversing  the  order  of  march,  plac- 
ing the  cavalry  in  rear,  arriving  at  Eome  at  8  p.  m.,  making  a  march  of 
nearly  twenty-five  miles.  General  Sherman  directed  that  I  should  oc- 
cupy Eome  with  my  division,  while  the  army  moved  to  Eesaca  in  pursuit 
of  Hood.  On  the  morning  of  the  14th  General  Sherman  left  Eome  with 
that  portion  of  his  army  that  had  not  moved  the  preceding  day  to  Eesaca, 
and  I  was  left  to  keep  in  check  and  watch  the  cavalry  lying  south  and 
west  of  Eome.  Later  in  the  day  I  received  a  telegram  from  General 
Sherman,  at  Eesaca,  directing  me  to  move  with  above  2,500  men  and  a 
section  of  artillery  on  the  Summerville  road,  demonstrating  against 
Hood's  right  and  rear.  On  the  morning  of  the  15th  two  brigades,  with 
a  section  of  artillery  and  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  moved  out  as  directed, 
struck  a  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy  about  three  miles  from  town,  and 
drove  them  to  Kinney's  Creek,  capturing  about  a  dozen  prisoners  and 
a  portion  of  General  Allen's  stafi".  The  enemy  crossed  and  destroyed 
the  bridge,  which  then  prevented  farther  pursuit.  We  ascertained  from 
the  prisoners  and  citizens  that  Wheeler's  headquarters  were  at  Dirt 
Town,  and  that  Hood  was  falling  back  from  the  railroad  toward  La  Fay- 
ette. This  intelligence  was  inimediately  communicated  to  General  Sher- 
man, and  the  command  returned  to  Eome.  Cavalry  patrols  and  infantry 
reconnoitering  parties  were  sent  out  on  the  different  roads  leading 
fvom  Eome  west  and  south,  and  increasing  vigilance  exercised  to  procure 
information  of  the  enemy's  movements  and  his  whereabouts.  On 
the  17th  General  Sherman  occupied  Ship's  Gap  and  La  Fayette,  while 
Garrard  lay  near  Dirt  Town.  From  General  Sherman  I  received  an 
order  directing  me  to  open  communication  with  Garrard  and  to  threaten 
Coosaville.  He  further  communicated  that  Hood  was  retiring  by  Sum- 
merville and  Alpine,  and  instructed  me,  if  I  found  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity, to  strike  Hood  in  flank  with  my  whole  force.  He  further  di- 
rected, as  he  intended  following  Hood  to  the  Coosa,  that  1  should  build 
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another  bridge  across  the  Oostenaula  and  have  500,000  rations  brought 
to  Eome  for  his  command.  On  the  21st  General  Slierman  arrived  at 
Gaylesville,  and  notified  me  that  Hood  had  retreated  to  Gadsden,  fol- 
lowed by  Garrard's  cavalry;  that  he  intended  crossing  the  Coosa,  near 
Gaylesville,  and  occupying  Center,  and  directed  that  I  should  float  suf- 
ficient pontoons  down  the  river  to  enable  him  to  cross  his  command. 
Center  is  forty  miles  distant  from  Eome,  by  the  river.  The  left  bank 
swarmed  with  Jackson's  cavalry  and  one  brigade  of  infantry,  and  a  regi- 
ment of  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Spencer,  moved  toward  Cave  Spring, 
to  divert  the  enemy  and  cover  the  passage  of  the  boats.  Sixteen  boats 
ladeued  with  the  necessary  balk,  chess,  rope,  and  a  guard  of  100  men, 
were  gently  placed  in  the  water,  and  on  the  night  of  the  22d  floated 
down  the  Coosa,  arriving  at  Center,  without  any  loss,  in  time  to  complete 
the  bridge  on  the  24th.  The  activity  of  the  division  during  the  oper- 
ations of  the  army  about  Eome  was  incessant,  and,  I  have  reason  to 
believe,  proved  of  great  service  to  the  commanding  general.  Eome, 
becoming  the  depot  of  supplies  for  the  army,  created,  in  addition  to  the 
military  duties,  onerous  tasks  for  all  officers  and  men.  Pour  pontoon 
bridges  were  made  by  the  division  pioneer  corps  during  the  operations, 
two  of  which  over  the  Oostenaula  were  used  by  the  trains  passing  from 
the  army  at  Gaylesville  to  Eome,  the  third  across  the  Etowah,  used  by 
the  garrison,  and  the  fourth  was  sent,  as  has  been  previously  stated, 
down  the  Coosa  for  the  use  of  the  army  at  Center.  In  addition  to  these 
the  pioneers  had  nearly  completed  the  frame  work  for  a  substantial 
truss  bridge  across  the  Etowah.  Heavy  fatigue  details  were  constantly 
required  to  load  and  unload  supplies  for  the  army,  and  to  the  credit  of 
the  command  I  state  that  the  of&cers  and  men  labored  night  and  day 
unremittingly  and  with  commendable  zeal.  On  the  28th  of  October  the 
army  had  crossed  the  east  bank  of  the  Coosa,  en  route  for  Atlanta,  and 
I  was  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  have  the  command  re- 
fitted, and  all  sick  and  wounded  and  surplus  baggage  removed  to  Chat- 
tanooga, preparatory  to  a  long  and  arduous  campaign.  The  destruction 
of  the  railroad  north  of  Eesaca  prevented  the  removal  of  the  patients 
in  the  hospital  until  cars  could  be  forwarded.  When  the  repairs  wei'e 
made,  such  was  the  mcreased  demand  for  them  between  Atlanta  and 
Chattanooga  that  I  was  unable  to  secure  but  few  at  a  time,  and  the 
work  of  removal  went  on  slowly. 

On  the  evening  of  the  dth  the  following  communication  was  received 
from  Major-General  Sherman : 

Headquartkrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Eingston,  Ga.,  November  4,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse, 

Comdg.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Eome.  Ga, : 
General:  The  commandinp;  general  directs  that  on  receiving  notice  to  evacuate 
Rome  by  telegraph,  of  which  ho  will  give  you  as  much  notice  in  advance  as  ciieum- 
stances  will  permit,  that  you  destroy  in  the  most  effective  manner,  Ijy  fire  or  other- 
wise, all  foundries,  bridges,  shops  of  all  kinds  and  descriptions,  barracks,  and  build- 
nigs  especially  adapted  to  armed  use,  lumber  or  timber,  as  also  all  cars  off  the  track 
or  materials  that  cannot  be  removed,  and  then  remove  your  command,  via  Kingston 
and  AUatoona,  to  Marietta  and  report  to  General  Howard,  commanding  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  HITCHCOCK, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Every  efi'ort  was  made  to  procure  cars  for  the  speedy  removal  of  the 
sick  and  wounded,  the  refugees  with  which  the  town  was  crowded,  the 
stores  and  munitions  of  war  that  Avere  captured  with  the  place  or  had 
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accumulated  since  its  occupancy.  Tlie  pontoons  were  liauled  out  of  the 
river  and  piled  up  to  dry  for  burning,  the  machinery  in  foundries  and 
mills  broken  and  destroyed  so  as  to  be  unfit  for  use.  The  large  pieces 
of  ordnance  for  which  transportation  could  not  be  procured  were  either 
burst  or  spiked  and  the  trunnions  knocked  off,  and  every  preparation 
made  for  a  speedy  and  quiet  evacuation  of  the  city  when  orders  might  be 
received.  The  difficulty  in  obtaining  cars  rendered  it  necessary  to 
abandon  a  great  deal  of  valuable  public  property  and  officers'  baggage 
when  the  orders  came,  which  were  as  follows,  received  on  the  10th  of 
November : 

Headquarteks  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Kingston,  Ga.,  Jiovember  10,  1864. 
Brig.  Gon.  J.  M.  Corse, 

Command'uvj ,  Home,  Ga.  : 
111  execution  of  sealed  orders,  No.  115,  yon  will  destroy  to-niglit  all  public  property 
not  needed  by  your  coininaud,  all  foundries,  mills,  workshops,  warehouses,  railroad 
depot,  or  other  houses  convenient  to  the  railroad,  together  with  all  wagon  shops,  tan- 
neries, or  other  factories  useful  to  our  enemy,  destroy  their  bridges  completely,  and 
then  move  your  command  to-morrow  to  Kingston  and  beyond,  passing  General  Davis' 
command,  after  which  proceed  by  easy  marches  until  you  overtake  your  corps,  and 
report  to  its  commander. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 

All  troops  were  moved  from  town  and  immediate  vicinity  and  strong 
guards  and  patrols  were  established,  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent 
the  spreading  of  the  flames  to  private  residences,  and  at  10  o'clock  on 
the  evening  of  the  10th  the  property  destined  for  destruction  was  in 
flames. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  the  column  was  moving  to 
Kingston.    Captain  Burnham,  provost-marshal,  reported  to  me  that  so 
well  were  the  orders  executed  by  the  provost  guard  that  there  was  not 
a  private  residence  burned  or  a  family  disturbed.* 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  COESE, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhtjll, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

ADDENDA. 

Special  Field  Oiideks,  )     Hdqks.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Miss., 

\  In  the  Field,  Kenesaw  Mountain, 

Ko.  86.  )  October  7,  1864. 

The  general  commanding  avails  himself  of  the  opiiortunity,  in  the 
handsome  defense  made  of  Allatoona,  to  tllustrate  the  most  important 
priijciple  in  war,  that  fortified  posts  should  be  defended  to  the  last  re- 
gardless of  the  relative  numbers  of  the  party  attacking  and  attacked. 

Allatoona  was  garrisoned  by  three  regiments,  commanded  by  ('olonel 
Toiirtellotte,  and  re-enforced  by  a  detachment  from  a  division  at  Rome, 
under  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  (Jorse,  on  the  morning  of  the  5th, 
and  a  few  hours  after  was  attacked  by  French's  division,  of  Stewart's 
corps,  two  other  divisions  being  near  at  hand,  and  in  support.  General 
French  demanded  a  surrender  in  a  letter  to  "  avoid  an  useless  eflusion 
of  blood,"  and  gave  but  five  minutes  for  answer.  General  Corse's  an- 
swer was  emphatic  and  strong;  that  he  and  his  command  were  ready  for 

*For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  the  Savannah  campaign,  sec  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 


772  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TEJTN.,  MISS.,  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chat.  LI. 

the  "  useless  effusion  of  blood  "  as  soon  as  it  was  agreeable  to  General 
French.  This  answer  was  followed  by  an  attack,  which  was  prolonged 
for  five  hours,  resulting  in  the  complete  repulse  of  the  enemy,  who  left 
his  dead  on  the  ground,  amounting  to  more  than  200,  and  400  prisoners, 
well  and  wounded.  The  "  efhisiou  of  blood"  was  not  " useless,"  as  the 
position  at  Allatoona  was  and  is  very  important  to  our  present  and  future 
operations.  The  thanks  of  this  army  are  due,  and  are  hereby  a(*cordod, 
to  General  Corse,  Colonel  Tourtellotte,  olTiccrs  and  men,  for  their  de- 
termined and  gallant  defense  of  Allatoona,  and  it  is  made  an  example 
to  illustrate  the  importance  of  preparing  in  time  and  meeting  the  dan- 
ger, when  present,  boldly,  manfully,  and  well.  This  army,  though  un- 
seen to  the  garrison,  was  co-operating  by  moving  toward  the  road  by 
which  the  enemy  could  alone  escape,  but  unfortunately  was  delayed  by 
the  rain  and  mud,  but  this  fact  hastened  the  retreat  of  the  enemy. 
Commandei'S  and  garrisons  of  the  posts  along  our  raih'oads  are  hereby 
instructed  that  they  must  hold  their  posts  to  the  last  minute,  sure  that 
the  time  gained  is  valuable  and  necessary  to  their  comrades  at  the 
front. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aidede-Gamp. 


No.  93. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Roger  Martin,  Sixty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry,  com- 
manding First  Brigade. 

Hdqes.  First  Brig.,  Fourth  Div.,15th  Army  Corps, 

Rome,  Ga.,  October  10, 1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  in  compliance  with  circular 
from  your  headquarters  of  this  date,  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  regiments  of  this  command  in  the  engagement  at  Alla- 
toona, Ga.,  October  5, 1864,  and  also  of  the  marches  connected  with  the 
movement: 

Although  this  command,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  General  Corse, 
commanding  division,  was  in  readiness  to  move  the  night  of  the  4th  in- 
stant, the  train  that  was  to  convey  this  brigade  to  Allatoona,  owing  to  an 
accident,  did  not  arrive  at  this  place  until  nearly  9  p.  m.  the  6th  instant, 
and  then  there  were  only  seven  cars — three  box  cars,  two  iilatform  cars, 
and  two  cabooses.  Two  companies  of  the  Seventh  Iowa  Infantry  were 
immediately  embarked,  with  the  Fifty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry  of  the 
Third  Brigade,  and  forwarded  to  the  break  in  the  railroad.  On 
the  return  of  the  train  at  12  m.  the  remainder  of  the  Seventh  Iowa 
Infantry,  Maj.  Samuel  Mahon  commanding,  and.  four  companies  of 
the  Fifty-second  lUinois  Infantry,  under  conunand  of  Maj.  W.  Boyd, 
Avere  sent  forward.  At  3  p.  m.  the  train  returned  aiid  the  remaining 
five  companies  of  the  Fifty-second  Illinois  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  A. 
Bowen  commanding,  and  five  companies  of  the  Sixty-sixth  Indiana 
Infantry,  Capt.  D.  M.  Jordan  commanding,  were  immediately  em- 
barked. I  accompanied  this  train,  leaving  Captain  Morris,  Sixty-sixth 
Indiana  Infantry,  to  bring  forward  the  remainder  of  the  Sixty-sixth 
Indiana  and  the  Second  Iowa  Infantry,  Capt.  John  A.  Duckworth 
commanding.  I  reached  the  break  in  the  road  at  5  p.  m.  and  found 
that  the  Seventh  Iowa  Infantry  and  the  four  companies  of  the  Fifty- 
second  Illinois  Infantry,  under  command  of  Maj.  W.  Boyd,  of  the 
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latter  regiment,  had  embarked  on  the  train  from  Kingston,  as  I  had 
previously  ordered,  and  were  on  their  way  to  AUatoona.  At  9  p.  m. 
the  remainder  of  the  brigade  reached  me  from  Rome,  and  after  waiting 
until  11.30  p.  m.  the  train  returned  from  Oartercvilie  to  convey  the 
remainder  of  my  command  there.  I  immediately  cmbarlied  and  pushed 
forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  reaching  Cartersville  at  daybreak. 
After  stopping  a  moment  to  confer  with  General  Itaum,  commanding 
at  Cartersville,  I  pushed  forward  again  until  a  bicak  in  the  road  was 
reached.  This  was  soon  repaired,  as  well  as  the  telegraph  line,  and  the 
train  moved  forward,  reaching  AUatoona  about  10  a.  m.  Here  I  found 
the  Seventh  Iowa  and  the  four  conipajiies  of  the  Fifty-second  Illinois, 
who  had  reached  the  place  the  evening  before.  I  remained  at  the  place 
with  the  command  until  the  7th  instant,  wlien,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  General  Corse,  commanding  division,  the  command  prepared  to 
move  back  to  Cartersville.  At  3  p.  m.  the  coimnand  was  on  the  road 
leading  to  Cartersville,  which  jilace  was  reached  about  5.30  p.  m.,  the 
command  encamping  south  of  the  town.  The  8th  instant,  at  10  a.  m., 
the  command  moved  forward  on  the  road  leading  to  Kingston,  wliich 
place  was  reached  at  5  p.  m. ;  distance  marched,  eleven  miles.  The 
9th  instant  the  command  moved  at  daylight  on  the  road  leading  to 
Home,  arriving  here  at  12  m.,  marching  a  distance  of  fourteen  miles. 

I  have  no  casualties  to  report,  as  none  of  my  command  was  engaged 
with  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv- 
ant, 

EOGEE  MAETIN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  L.  H.  Everts, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  94. 


Report  of  Capt.  Robert  Koehler,  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry,  Second  Bri- 
gade. 

Hdqrs.  Twelfth  Eegt.  Illinois  Infantry  Vols., 

Gamp,  near  Home,  Ga.,  October  10, 1864, 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  to  circular  dated  headquarters  Second  Brigade, 
Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  October  10, 18G4, 1  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in 
the  engagement  at  AUatoona,  Ga.,  on  the  5th  instant,  marches,  inci- 
dents, &c.,  belonging  thereto: 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  instant,  about  5  p.  m.,  I  moved  my  com- 
mand, the  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry,  pursuant  to  orders,  with  three 
days'  rations,  in  light  marching  order,  and  sixty  rounds  of  ammunition 
to  the  man,  to  the  railroad  depot  to  await  further  orders.  At  6.30  p. 
m.,  the  train  being  ready,  I  reported  my  command,  consisting  of  8  oftt- 
cers,  and  155  men,  to  Colonel  Eowett,  Seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  com- 
manding the  expedition,  and  took  possession,  with  other  troops,  of  the 
cars.  A  portion  of  my  regiment  being  on  duty  on  the  picket-line,  two 
ofiBcers  and  sixty-eight  men  were  not  relieved,  and  left  behind.  I  also 
left  in  camp  fifty -four  enlisted  men,  convalescent  and  sick.  We  left 
Eome  for  the  place  of  our  destination  at  about  8  p.  m.,  arriving  in  Alia- 
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toona,  Ga.,  at  miduiglit.  At  1.30  a.  m.,  after  the  disembarkation  of  the 
different  regiments,  I  was  ordered  to  form  my  command  in  close  col- 
umn of  division  in  an  open  space  east  of  the  railroad  track,  in  line 
•with  other  troops,  the  Fiftieth  Illinois  being  to  my  right;  the  Seventh 
Illinois  was  formed  in  my  immediate  rear.  Arms  were  stacked  and  the 
men  rested  close  by  for  about  half  an  hour,  when  I  received  orders  to 
form  in  line  of  battle  on  the  foot  of  the  hill  east  of  the  railroad,  my 
rightresting  near  the  embankment,  my  left  extending  to  the  camp  of 
the  Ninety-third  Illinois,  and  about  100  yards  in  rear  and  running  par- 
allel to  the  Fiftieth  Illinois,  which  was  formed  in  like  manner  and  be- 
hind a  barricade  of  U.  S.  army  wagons,  being  taking  apart  to  afford 
shelter  in  case  of  attack. 

At  daybreak  the  regiment  in  my  front  (Fiftieth  Illinois)  was  ordered 
up  the  hill  in  our  rear,  while  I,  receiving  no  orders,  remained  in  posi- 
tion. At  the  hours  of  6  and  7  a.  ui.  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  in  front, 
and  occupying  a  range  of  hills  about  1,500  yards  distance  opposite  us, 
opened  their  fire  upon  the  fort  above,  and  some  shots,  falling  short  or 
with  purpose,  struck  around  and  among  my  regiment,  wounding  several 
men  slightly.  1  at  once  moved  my  line  of  battle  a  little  forward  in 
shelter  of  a  small  ravine  and  sent  for  ifurther  instructions  up  to  the  fort  in 
our  rear,  and  reported  the  exposed  condition  of  my  men.  I  was  ordered 
to  report  with  my  regiment  to  Major  Hanna,  Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry, 
who,  with  his  regiment,  occupied  a  position  on  the  hill  and  rear  of  the 
fort  east  of  the  railroad.  I  moved  my  command  by  detachments 
through  the  railroad  cut,  ascending  the  hill  from  the  rear,  and  formed 
in  line  of  battle,  my  left  resting  on  the  right  of  the  Fiftieth  Illinois,  in 
which  position  I  remained  for  about  one  hour.  The  troops  on  the  range 
of  hills  west  of  the  railroad  soon  became  hotly  engaged.  I  was  ordered 
at  once  to  form  my  regiment  in  line  of  battle  on  the  ci'est  of  the  cut,  fac- 
ing west,  and  to  direct  my  flre  upon  the  hills  and  ravines  north  of  the 
fort  opposite  us,  ft-om  whence  our  skirmishers  were  seen  being  driven 
in.  I  took  the  assigned  position  with  rapidity  and  engaged  with  my 
right  wing  the  approaching  enemy  for  about  thirty  minutes,  losing  1 
officer  and  5  men  wounded,  when  1  received  orders  to  throw  my  regi- 
ment across  the  railroad  in  support  of  the  other  fort;  I  moved  double- 
quick  by  the  left  flank  and  gained  the  opposite  hill  under  a  heavy  and 
severe  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  killing  and  wounding  some,  but  the 
men  kept  cool  and  self-possessed  admirably.  On  reaching  the  summit 
I  found  the  fort  and  the  surrounding  rifle-pits  thickly  occupied  by  other 
troops.  I  posted  the  left  wing  of  the  regiment  to  the  right  of  the  fort, 
behind  the  shelter  of  small  wooden  buildings  used  as  quarters  for  a  sec- 
tion of  artillery  there  stationed;  my  right  remained  to  left  and  south  of 
the  fort,  and  opened  upon  the  enemy,  who  was  trying  to  enter  the  town 
below,  and  succeeded  in  keeping  him  back  in  the  woods.  The  men  be- 
ing much  exposed  to  the  enemy's  flre  from  almost  all  sides,  I  took  pos- 
session of  the  rifle-pit  in  front  of  the  fort,  facing  west,  toward  the  white 
house,  where  the  enemy  was  seen  thickest,  the  rifle-pits  then  being 
thinly  manned,  as  the  troops  of  other  commands  who  occupied  them 
were  fast  seeking  shelter  inside  the  fort,  leaving  the  ditch  almost  empty. 
A  small  portion  of  my  regiment  for  want  of  room  in  the  oixt-works  or 
shelter  were  placed  inside  the  fort.  The  engagement  lasted  with  terri- 
ble fury  for  about  four  hours,  the  enemy  enfilading  great  parts  of  the 
poorly  constructed  rifle-pits,  but  the  men  fought  with  veteran  coolness, 
bravery,  and  determination  without  deserting  their  perilous  position, 
the  ditches  filling  fast  with  dead,  dying,  and  wounded. 
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My  officers  assisted  me  in  encouraging  and  cheering  up  the  men,  and 
obeyed  and  executed  all  orders  with  alacrity,  regardless  of  danger  and 
exposure.  Five  out  of  seven  company  commanders  were  wounded,  but 
their  wounds  did  not  prevent  them  standing  with  manful  bravery  at 
their  posts  till  the  enemy  was  finally  repulsed  and  retreated.  The  con- 
duct of  both  officers  and  men  was  highly  estimable,  and  where  all 
have  done  their  duty  so  well  without  exception  1  refrain  trom  special 
mention. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  number  engaged,  and  casualties  during 
the  action : 
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After  the  close  of  the  engagement  the  men  were  reformed,  the  ditches 
cleaned,  and  the  old  position  retained ;  the  men  rested  on  their  arms, 
and  pickets  posted  to  cover  our  front,  while  a  heavy  rain  set  in  during 
the  night.  On  the  following  morning,  the  6th  instant,  the  First  Brigade 
arrived,  and  I  reported  my  command  to  Colonel  Hurlbut,  Fifty-seventh 
Illinois  Infantry,  Colonel  Eowett  and  Major  Hanna  both  being  wounded 
in  action  the  day  before.  On  the  7th  instant  the  regiment  was  assigned 
to  the  Third  Brigade  till  we  could  rejoin  our  own.  Left  Allatoona  for 
Eome  at  4  p.  m.;  arrived  in  Cartersville  at  7.30  p.  m.,  where  we  camped 
for  the  night.  Left  Cartersville  for  Kingston  at  11  a.  m.  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  which  place  we  reached  at  5.30  p.  ni.  Started  at  daybreak  on 
the  9th  instant  for  Eome,  and  rejoined  our  brigade  on  the  old  camp- 
ground at  1  p.  m. 

Accompanying  this  report  is  a  list  of  casualties,*  giving  name,  rank, 
company,  and  regiment  of  the  killetl  and  wounded  and  particulars. 
I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      '  ^  '  EOBEET  KOEHLEE, 

Captain,  Comdg.  Regiment,  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry  Vols. 

Lieut.  P.  P.  Ellis,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


No.  95. 


Report  of  Maj.  Wheelock  S.  Merriman,  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry.. 

Hdqrs.  Twelfth  Eegt.  Illinois  Infantry  Vols., 

/Savannah,  Ga.,  January  2,  1865. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Second  Brigade, 
Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report  of  the  history  of  the  Twelfth  Begiment  Illinois  In- 
fantry Volunteers  during  the  campaign  from  the  battle  of  Allatoona, 
Ga.,  to  the  occupation  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  by  our  forces: 

After  the  battle  of  Allatoona    the  regiment   returned   to  Eome, 
where  it  remained  in  camp  until  the  13th  of  October,  Avhen,  with  th^ 

*  Nominal  list  omitted. 
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brigade,  it  moved  out  in  support  of  the  Third  Brigade,  which  crossed 
the  Etowah  Eiver  and  met  the  enemy  four  miles  from  Eome  and  skir- 
mished with  them,  driving  them  about  fourteen  miles.  The  regi- 
ment then  returned  to  Eome,  and,  with  the  exception  of  two  forage  ex- 
peditions, remained  in  camp  until  October  22.  On  the  22d  the  regiment, 
with  the  brigade  and  First  Alabama  Cavalry,  marched  down  the  Coosa 
Eiver  as  guard  for  a  pontoon  flotilla,  and  made  demonstrations  to  secure 
its  safe  passage  to  the  Army  of  the  TcnnesKce,  which  having  accom- 
plished they  returned  to  Eome,  having  marched  eighteen  ]iiiles  out. 
From  that  time  until  November  11  the  regiment  remained  in  camp, 
occasionally  sending  out  a  forage  expedition  and  at  the  same  time  pre- 
paring for  the  coming  campaign. 

November  11,  the  regiment  left  Eome  at  G  a.  m.,  marching  four  miles 
beyond  Kingston,  making  about  twenty  miles.  12th,  passed  through 
Cassville  at  daylight;  reached  Etowah  Eiver  at  8.30  a.  m.,  camping  a 
mile  and  a  half  beyond  AUatoona;  distance,  twenty- three  miles. 

November  13,  passed  Acworth  and  Big  Shanty,  and  camped  near 
Marietta;  distance,  fifteen  miles.* 

Very  respectfaUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

WHEELOCK  S.  MEEEIMAN, 
Major,  Commanding  Twelfth  Regiment  Illinois  Infantry. 

Lieut.  William  Pittman, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


No.  90. 

Report  of  Capt.  William  S.  Boyd,  Sixty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  )Sixty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers, 

Savannah,  Oa.,  January  2, 1865. 

Lieutenant  :  In  compliance  with  circular  from  brigade  headquarters, 
December  31, 18G4, 1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report, 
which  is  as  complete  as  1  can  give  from  the  data  and  records  at  my 
command,  and  tliese  are  imperfect,  from  the  fact  that  I  did  not  command 
the  regiment  any  part  of  the  time  for  which  a  report  is  required : 

On  the  13th  of  October,  at  5  a.  m.,  we  moved  in  company  with  the 
brigade  from  Eome,  Ga.,  the  First  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth 
Corps,  being  in  advance,  crossed  the  Etowah  above  itsjunction  with  the 
Coosa,  and  moved  down  the  south  bank  of  the  Coosa  eleven  miles.  No 
engagement  with  the  enemy;  returned  same  day  to  our  camp  at  Eome. 
On  the  16th  of  October  moved  in  company  with  the  brigade  from 
Eome,  crossing  the  Oostenaula  Eiver  7  a.  m.,  cavalry  and  First  Bri- 
gade, Fourth  Division,  being  in  the  advance;  marched  eight  miles  down 
tlie  north  bank  of  the  Coosa,  returning  the  same  day  to  our  camp  at 
Eome,  having  had  no  engagement  with  the  enemy.  On  the  22d  of  Oc- 
tober moved  again  across  the  Etowah  Eiver,  in  company  with  the  bri- 
gade; marched  down  the  Coosa  on  the  south  bank  to  Coosaville,  eighteen 
miles,  the  Seventh  Illinois  in  advance;  no  engagement  with  enemy. 
Moved  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  23d,  returning  to  our  camp  at  Eome  on  the  same 
day.  There  Arere  Jio  other  active  operations  on  the  part  of  this  regi- 
ment during  our  stay  at  Eome. 

*  For  continuation  of  report,  rclatinj;  to  the  Savauiiali  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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Upon  the  receipt  of  special  instructions  from  the  general  command- 
ing the  division,  through  Colonel  Adams,  to  prepare  the  command  for 
a  long  and  arduous  campaign,  this  regiment  was,  as  soon  as  circum- 
stances would  permit,  placed  in  a  proper  condition  for  the  anticipated 
march,  and  when,  on  the  10th  of  November,  marching  orders  were 
received,  everything  was  in  a  complete  state  of  readiness,  the  men 
l)roperly  clothed  and  equipped  and  in  the  best  possible  condition  for 
the  expected  campaign.  The  march  from  Rome  to  Atlanta  was  marked 
by  no  event  of  importance.  The  troops  were  in  the  best  of  spirits,  and 
tliore  Avas  but  little  or  no  straggling,  the  command  goiug  into  camp 
each  evening  in  fine  order.* 

1  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  BOYD, 
Captain,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  William  Pittman, 

Acting  Assintant  Adjtitant-General. 


No.  97. 


Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  Hector  Perrin,  Seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  Third 

Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Seventh  Illinois  Veteran  Vol.  Infantry, 

Rome,  Ga.,  October  15, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Seventh  Illinois  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry  in  the  battle 
at  AUatoona  Pass,  October  5, 1864: 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  Col.  E.  Rowett,  commanding  Third 
Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  on  the  4th  of  October, 
18G4, 1  had  my  command  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice. 
At  about  6  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  railroad  depot  to  get 
aboard  the  train  and  to  leave  one  company  (D)  to  report  for  duty  to 
Major  Johnson,  commanding  post  of  Rome.  The  remaining  nine  com- 
panies, numbering  291  muskets  and  8  musicians,  got  on  board  the  train 
with  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry,  Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry,  two 
companies  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  and  the  Twelfth  Illinois 
Infantry,  under  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse,  [and]  left  Rome  at 
about  9  p.  m.,  and  arrived  at  AUatoona  a  little  after  midnight.  After 
disembarking  I  was  ordered  to  take  my  position  on  the  left  of  the 
railroad  south  of  the  depot.  About  2  a.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  form 
line  of  battle  some  200  yards  in  front  of  my  former  position,  with  the 
right  of  my  command  resting  on  the  railroad.  At  about  3  a.  m.  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  move  my  command  on  the'right  of  the  railroad,  with 
the  left  resting  on  the  railroad  and  the  right  resting  on  some  buildings. 
A  little  after  daybreak  I  received  orders  from  Col.  R.  Rowett  to  throw 
two  companies  as  skirmishers  in  front  of  my  command  and  to  retire 
slowly  to  the  fort  on  the  hill,  leaving  one  other  company  in  town  to 
cover  the  retreat  of  the  skirmishers  if  necessary.  I  was  then  ordered 
to  take  possession  of  a  line  of  riiie-pits  near  the  Cartersville  road,  with 
my  right  resting  on  that  road  and  joiniog  with  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  In- 
fantry. At  about  8.30  a.  m.  the  enemy  advanced  against  our  lines  on 
the  Cartersville  road;  I  therefore  sent  for  my  skirmishers  (three  com- 
panies), which  were  still  on  the  right  of  the  railroad  and  in  town.  They 
arrived  as  the  enemy  was  charging  our  lines  most  furiously,  and  enabled, 

*  For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  tlie  Savannah  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
Parti. 
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by  their  timely  assistance,  a  portion  of  tlie  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  to  regain 
possession  of  a  liae  of  rifle-pits  from  which  they  had  been  driven  after 
a  long-contested  struggle.  The  right  of  the  line  gave  way  before  a 
vastly  superior  force,  which  movement  compelled  my  command  to 
abandon  their  rifle-pits  and  retreat  to  the  fort.  With  a  portion  of  it  I 
fled  into  the  rifle-pits  around  the  fort  and  another  portion  entered  into 
the  fort,  where  the  fighting  was  kept  up  until  2.30  p.  m.,  when  the 
enemy  retreated. 

The  losses  sustained  by  my  regiment  are  as  follows:  37  killed,  66 
wounded,  most  of  them  dangerously,  and  38  missing. 

I  would  here  remark  that  all  offlcers  and  men  of  my  command  did 
their  duty  well;  not  one  left  his  post  as  long  as  it  could  be  held. 

Inclosed  is  a  complete  list  of  casualties  in  my  command.* 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HECTOR  PEERIN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  N.  Flansbueg, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral,  Third  Brigade. 


Hdqrs.  Seventh  Illinois  Veteran  Vol.  Inpantkt, 

Eome,  6a.,  October  17,  1864. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Seventh  lUinois  Infantry  in  the  affair  of  October  13, 1864 : 

In  comphance  with  orders  from  Lieut.  Col.  F.  J.  Hurlbut,  command- 
ing Thu'd  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Cori)S,  moved  my 
command,  in  company  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  at  5  o'clock  on  the 
13th  instant,  in  the  direction  of  Cave  Spring,  taking  the  right  of  the 
brigade,  Company  E,  Seventh  Illinois,  being  detailed  as  advance  guard. 
At  a  distance  of  two  miles  and  a  half  from  Rome  my  advance  drove  in 
the  outpost  of  the  enemy.  I  deployed  two  companies  (E  and  F)  of  my 
command  as  skirmishers,  and  afterward  my  whole  command,  and,  with 
the  assistance  of  one  [section]  of  artillery,!  drove  the  enemy  from  his 
position  behind  a  temporary  breast- work  of  rails.  My  skirmishers  were 
then  withdrawn,  with  the  exception  of  two  companies,  and  the  column 
moved  forward.  At  the  distance  of  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  his 
first  position,  the  enemy  having  planted  a  battery  in  a  commanding 
position  across  an  open  field,  and  my  whole  command  being  again  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers,  succeeded  in  driving  him  from  his  j)osition.  In 
tliis  manner  the  eneuiy  were  driven  from  one  position  to  another,  my 
regiment,  together  with  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry  on  my  left,  ad- 
vancmg  in  hue  as  skirmishers  for  a  distance  of  about  eight  miles  far- 
ther, when  I  was  ordered  by  the  lieutenant-colonel  commanding  brigade 
to  withdraw  my  regiment  and  take  up  the  line  of  march  toward  Rome, 
where  I  arrived  with  my  conmiand  at  8  o'clock  the  same  evening. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Very  respectfully, 

HECTOR  PERRIN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  N.  Flansbubg, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

"Nominal  list  uniitted.  tOf  Battery  B,  First  Michigan. 
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Headquarters  Seventh  Illinois  Volunteers, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  — ,  1865. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  your  office  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  regiment 
(Seventh  Illinois)  since  the  14th  of  October,  1804,  at  which  time  I  sub- 
mitted my  last  report,  to  the  present  date : 

From  the  14th  of  October  to  the  1st  of  November  my  connnand  was 
employed  to  strengthen  and  add  to  the  defenses  of  Cemetery  Hill,  at 
Eome,  Ga.,  as  directed  by  the  general  commanding  division.  After  the 
1st  of  November,  having  received  orders  to  prepare  for  an  active  cam- 
paign, the  Avork  on  Cemetery  Hill  was  slackened  and  I  endeavored  to 
put  the  regiment  in  campaigning  order,  sending  to  the  rear,  as  directed 
by  orders  from  division  headquarters,  all  surplus  baggage  and  also  all 
officers  and  enlisted  men  found  unfit  by  the  surgeon  to  sustain  the 
fatigue  of  a  long  march.  In  this  wise  three  commissioned  officers  and 
seventy-one  enlisted  men  were  sent  to  the  rear,  including  the  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Allatoona,  and  on  the  reconnaissance  of  October  13, 
1864.  Three  coiimiissioned  ofticers  and  fifty-eight  enhsted  men  being 
detailed  on  special  duty  in  the  division,  it  left  12  commissioned  officers 
and  225  enlisted  men  for  diityin  the  regiment.  On  the  10th  of  Novem- 
ber I  received  orders  to  have  my  command  in  readiness  to  move  at  3 
p.  m.,  and  to  destroy  the  works  on  Cemetery  Hill,  which  was  accom- 
plished. Left  camp  at  3.30  p.  m.  and  joined  the  brigade  on  the  Kings- 
ton road.  From  that  date  until  the  IQth  my  command  performed  the 
duties  required  by  troops  on  a  march.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HECTOE  PEEEIN, 
TAeutcnant- Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  William  C.  Ghost, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  98. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  William,  Hanna,  Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  FrPTiETH  Illinois  Infantry  Veteran  Vols., 

Rome,  Ga.,  October  30,  1864. 

In  compliance  with  orders  received  from  brigade  headquarters  1  took 
measures  and  provided  my  regiment  with  three  days'  rations,  and  forty 
rounds  of  ammunition  to  each  man.  I  then  formed  the  regiment  and 
marched  it  to  the  depot  at  Eome,  Ga.,  where  there  was  a  train  in  readi- 
ness, upon  which  1  embarked  the  regiment  on  the  evening  of  the  4th 
of  October,  1864.  About  8  p.  m.  the  train  moved  out  and  arrived  at 
Allatoona,  Ga.,  about  1  o'clock  the  same  night.  We  then  disembarked 
and  bivouacked  for  the  remainder  of  the  night  on  the  east  side  of  the 
railroad  immediately  in  front  of  the  two  forts  occupied  by  the  troops 
stationed  at  that  place,  and  a  little  before  daylight  1  received  orders  to 
move  my  regiment  back  from  the  position  I  then  occupied,  and  take  a 
new  position  in  column  by  division  in  rear  of  a  temporary  breast-work 
built  of  wagon  boxes  and  wheels,  which  I  did,  the  men  moving  quickly, 
but  silently,  in  position.    During  this  time  the  pickets  had  been  firing. 

*For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  the  Savannah  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLIV, 
Part  1. 
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I  tlien  received  orders  from  Colonel  Eowett  to  move  on  tlie  liill  in  rear 
of  the  fort  on  the  east  side  of  the  raih-oad.  I  moved  by  the  right  of 
companies  to  the  rear,  and  gallantly  did  the  officers  and  men  move  up 
the  steep  hillside  covered  with  underbrush  and  briers,  expecting  every 
moment  to  be  opened  on  by  the  enemy's  artillery  which  was  reported 
they  had  in  position.  After  I  arrived  on  top  of  the  hill  I  took  up  a 
position  a  few  yards  in  rear  of  the  fort.  I  had  just  taken  the  position 
when  began  a  fearful  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy's  battery,  which  was 
spiritedly  rephed  to  by  the  battery  in  the  fort,  many  of  my  men  being 
wounded  by  the  rebel  shell.  I  kept  the  regiment  in  the  same  position 
for  about  three  hours.  At  about  10  a.  m.  the  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry 
reported  to  me  by  direction  of  Colonel  liowett.  I  placed  them  on  the 
i;ight  of  the  Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry.  In  a  short  time  I  received 
orders  to  move  one  of  my  regiments  to  the  bank  of  the  railroad  cut. 
On  receipt  of  the  order  I  moved  the  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry  on  the 
double-quick.    They  then  halted  and  took  up  a  new  position  as  directed. 

I  regret  that  being  personally  unacquainted  with  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry  I  am  unable  to  give  you  the  names 
of  those  worthy  of  particular  mention.  Both  officers  and  men  of  the 
Twelfth  IlUnois  Infantry  performed  their  part  most  gallantly. 

It  being  about  11  a.  m.  the  artillery  firing  partially  ceased,  and  the 
enemy  advanced  in  force,  both  in  front  and  on  our  right  flank,  nearly 
in  rear  of  my  position.  I  then  went  to  see  if  I  could  find  a  better 
position,  which  I  did.  I  countermarched  the  Fiftieth  Illinois  Infan- 
try and  took  up  a  new  position,  my  right  resting  a  little  in  the  rear 
and  to  the  right  of  the  fort  on  the  right  of  the  railroad,  my  left  resting 
on  the  dirt  road  running  up  between  the  two  forts.  I  then  ordered 
Company  B,  of  my  regiment,  out  as  skirmishers,  and  imder  a  galling  fire 
of  musketry  the  men  deployed  and  took  their  positions  along  the  road 
running  in  front  of  the  regiment  and  about  300  yards  from  the  enemy's 
line  of  battle.  The  enemy  charged  our  line  three  times,  but  by  the  gal- 
lant conduct  of  the  officers,  and  the  cool  and  courageous  bravery  of  the 
men,  they  repulsed  them  with  heavy  loss,  our  loss  being  very  heavy 
also,  and  now  the  battle  raged.  I  received  orders  to  report  with  my 
command  on  the  west  side  of  the  railroad  at  the  fort.  1  drew  off  the 
regiment  and  marched  at  a  double-quick  oft'  to  the  left  of  the  hill,  and 
under  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  which  I  never  have  seen  equaled, 
tlie  regiment  passed  down  the  hill,  facing  the  enemy,  and  across  the 
railroad  at  the  depot  and  up  the  hill  to  the  fort  on  the  hill,  where  I  was 
ordered  to  report  the  command.  During  the  movement  I  had  my  regi- 
mental flag-staff  shot  off  three  different  times  with  the  enemy's  shells.  I 
am  unable  to  give  the  number,  but  many  of  my  men  fell  before  it  was  pos- 
sible to  accomplish  the  movement  and  get  the  regiment  in  position, 
either  killed  or  wounded.  Bravely  and  nobly  did  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry  maintain  their  order,  marching  up  with 
that  determined  feeling  which  only  visits  the  brave  soldier,  to  conquer 
or  die,  trusting  in  the  God  of  battles  for  that  glorious  result  which  fol- 
lowed— "victory."  I  then,  with  the  assistance  of  what  officers  I  had, 
quickly  formed  the  regiment  in  front  of  the  fort,  next  to  the  railroad, 
some  occupying  a  position  to  the  left  of  the  fort,  which  they  took  and  held 
under  a  most  destructive  tire  of  artillery  and  musketry  that  has  ever, 
in  my  opinion,  been  Avitnessed  during  this  present  rebellion.  By  this 
time  I  had  lost  all  my  officers  but  four,  and  about  one-fourth  of  my 
men,  either  killed  or  wounded.  I  was  then  struck  by  a  musket-ball  in 
the  left  thigh,  which  disabled  me,  but  the  men  did  not  falter,  but  fought 
on  with  that  stern  determination  which  characterized  them  through 
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the  whole  eugagement.  Though  assailed  by  thrice  their  number,  they 
still  firmly  held  their  ground,  dealing  out  death  to  the  enemy  on  every 
occasion,  though  their  comrades  were  falling  thick  and  fast  around 
them,  and  thus  the  battle  continued  until  nearly  3  p.  m.,  and  at  4  p.  m. 
it  had  ceased  altogether.  Captain  Horn,  of  my  regiment,  then  coming 
up  with  the  remainder  of  his  company,  took  command  of  the  regiment, 
and  under  his  supervision  the  dead  "and  wounded  were  cared  for— the 
dead  buried  and  the  wounded  carried  to  the  hospital  that  was  estab- 
lished in  the  town. 

I  wish  particularly  to  call  your  attention  to  the  gallant  and  soldierly 
conduct  of  A.  G.  Pickett,  second  assistant  surgeon  of  my  regiment,  [who,] 
after  having  been  wounded,  commenced  loading  muskets  for  the  men 
to  fire.  I  do  not  mention  any  of  my  line  officers  for  the  reason  that 
I  should  be  compelled  to  compliment  all,  which  would  occupy  too  much 
time  and  space  mentioning  each  one  separately,  though  I  here  tender 
to  the  officers  of  the  Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry  my  heartfelt  thanks  for 
their  gallant  support  and  soldierly  bearing  during  the  whole  engage- 
ment. After  the  dead  and  wounded  were  cared  for,  the  regiment  biv- 
ouacked on  the  battle-field  immediately  in  front  of  the  fort.  I  have  re- 
ceived the  report  of  casualties  of  each  company,  and  find  that  out  of 
267  officers  and  men  which  I  took  into  action  I  lost  in  killed  and 
wounded  86  officers  and  men.  I  was  placed  on  the  train.  The  regi- 
ment started  from  Allatoona  on  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  and  arrived 
at  Eome,  Ga.,  on  the  9th  of  October,  1864. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  HANNA, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

[Lieut.  N.  Flansbukg, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General.] 


No.  99. 


Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  J.  Hitrlbut,  commanding  Fifty-seventh 
Illinois  Infantry  and  Third  Brigade. 

Hdqks.  Thied  Beig.,  Foueth  Div.,  ISth  Aemy  Coeps, 

Rome,  Ga.,  Oetoher  15, 1864. 
Captain  :  I  would  most  respectfully  report  that  on  the  4th  instant 
I  received  orders  from  Col.  E.  Rowett,  then  commanding  brigade,  to 
report  with  my  command  (Fifty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry)  at  the  rail- 
road depot,  which  I  did  about  7  p.  m.,  but  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  cars 
could  not  get  off  but  two  companies,  A  and  B,  on  first  train  with  the 
balance  of  the  brigade,  but  was  ordered  to  remain  and  come  on  next 
train,  which  did  not  arrive,  owing  to  a  break  in  the  railroad  seven  miles 
from  here,  till  about  7.30  a.  m.  on  the  5th.  The  Fifty-seventh  Illinois 
w.as  immediately  run  down  to  the  break,  when  the  train  returned  for 
detachment  of  Seventh  Iowa  and  Fifty-second  Illinois  (six  companies 
of  Seventh  Iowa  and  four  of  Fifty-second  Illinois).  Soon  as  they  ar- 
rived and  were  reloaded  on  train  east  side  of  break  I  ordered  conductor 
to  move  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Cartersville,  and  ffom  there  to 
near  the  Allatoona  Iron  Works,  where  the  whole  command  were  un- 
loaded and  moved  directly  to  Allatoona,  arriving  about  8  p.  m.,  several 
hours  after  the  fighting  had  ceased,  and,  on  reporting  to  the  general 
commanding,  learned  that  every  field  officer  belonging  to  the  command 
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had  either  been  killed  or  wounded.  He  at  once  placed  me  in  command 
of  the  brigade,  but  as  there  was  no  lighting  after  my  arrival  I  can  do 
but  little  more  than  forward  you  the  reports  of  the  several  regimental 
commanders,  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  very  complete  of  themselves. 

The  Twelfth  Ilhnois  Infantry  was  temporarily  attached  to  the  bri- 
gade, but  on  its  return  rejoined  its  own  brigade,  and  no  official  report 
has  been  received  from  it  by  me. 

During  the  night  of  the  5th  that  part  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Illinois, 
Fifty-second  Illinois,  and  Seventh  Iowa  which  had  arrived  with  me 
were  engaged  in  digging  riiie-pits,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  0th,  there 
being  no  signs  of  the  enemy,  details  were  made  and  sent  out  to  bury 
the  dead,  bring  in  the  wounded,  and  ])ick  np  the  fire-arms  lying  scat- 
tered over  the  field.    This  occupied  the  entire  day  and  a  part  of  the  7th. 

Our  losses  were  as  follows : 


o 

o 

q3 

tJD 

o 

tc 
to 

<1 

Killfcl                         

11 

81 
196 
109 

87 
207 
111 

Total                  ....          

19 

386 

405 

The  command  moved  from  Allatoona  at  about  2.30  p.  m.  on  the  7th, 
marched  to  Cartersville  that  night;  next  day,  the  8th,  to  Kingston, 
where  one  company  from  Fifty-seventh  Illinois  was  left  in  charge  of 
prisoners  captured  at  Allatoona,  balance  of  the  brigade  returning  to 
Eome  next  day,  9th,  arriving  at  about  12  m.,  ea<jh  regiment  going 
directly  to  camp. 
Accompanying  this  I  forward  a  list  of  casualties.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  HURLBUT, 
Lieut.  Col.  Fifty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  Gomdg.  Brigade. 

Capt.  L.  H.  EvEKTS, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Brio.,  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  6a.,  January  3,  1865. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  Third 
Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  under  my  command, 
from  immediately  after  the  Allatoona  battle  to  the  occupation  of  Sa- 
vannah. 

Pursuant  to  General  Orders,  No.  7,  received  from  division  headquar- 
ters, I  moved  the  brigade  on  the  loth  October,  ISfil,  across  the  Btowali 
River  on  the  Cave  Spring  road  at  5  a.  m.,  the  Seventh  lUinois  In- 
fantry in  advance,  followed  by  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry,  Fiftieth 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  Fitty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  and  Battery  B, 
First  Michi^n  Artillery.  After  advancing  about  four  miles  my  ad- 
vance encountered  a  picket-post,  which  fled  at  once  upon  being  fired 
upon.  After  advancing  about  half  a  mile  I  threw  forward  two  com- 
panies of  the  Seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  armed  with  Henry  rities,  as 

*  Nominal  list  omitted. 
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skirmisliers,  and  just  after  passing  the  five-mile  post  skirmishing  be- 
came very  brisk,  when  I  threw  forward  the  balance  of  the  Seventh 
Illinois  Infantry  as  skirmishers,  and  drove  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
some  distance,  when  they  took  up  a  very  strong  position  on  the  crest  of 
a  hill,  behind  works  made  of  rails,  and  the  road  strongly  barricaded. 
One  section  of  Battery  B,  First  Michigan  Artillery,  was  at  once  got 
into  position,  when,  after  firing  three  or  four  rounds,  the  enemy  entirely 
disappeared.  At  this  point  the  mounted  troops,  under  command  of 
Colonel  Spencer,  came  up  and  took  position  on  either  flank.  The  com- 
mand then  pushed  forward,  meeting  with  but  slight  resistance,  though 
skirmishing  nearly  all  the  way,  the  enemy  halting  their  line  at  every 
good  position,  but  to  no  purpose,  for  we  readily  drove  them  at  every 
point.  Just  beyond  what  is  called  the  forks  of  the  road  (Ooosaville 
and  Cave  Spring),  after  passing  through  the  timber  into  the  clearing,  I 
found  the  enemy  off  a  little  to  the  right,  near  a  church,  posted  in  some 
force,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery.  Deployed  Seventh  Illinois  and 
Thirty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry  as  skirmishers,  with  Fiftieth  and  Fifty- 
seventh  Illinois  Infantry  as  supi)ort.  Our  skirmishers  here  labored 
under  many  disadvantages  across  the  open  field,  some  places  quite 
swampy  and  wet,  all  the  while  under  the  enemy's  fire,  who  Avere  well 
covered  on  the  crest  of  a  hill.  Here  the  fighting  was  more  severe  than 
at  any  other  point  previous,  but  the  men  moved  gallantly  forward,  and 
soon  drove  the  enemy,  who  were  seen  to  fly  in  confusion.  Just  after 
passing  the  church  the  enemy's  shell  for  a  short  time  was  very  accurate, 
and  annoyed  our  advance  very  much,  particularly  the  right.  Here, 
unfortunately,  the  Ninth  IlUnois  Mounted  Infantry  got  out  of  ammu- 
nition just  as  I  was  [about]  to  throw  them  forward,  which  I  believe 
would  have  succeeded  in  capturing  both  pieces  of  artillery  and  many 
prisoners.  After  passing  the  church  about  half  a  mile  the  road  turns 
directly  to  the  left,  a  short  distance  from  which  we  soon  found  the 
enemy  again  in  position,  but  soon  routed  him,  driving  him  before  us 
until,  when  within  about  one  mile  from  the  cross-roads,  one  of  which 
leads  directly  to  the  crossing  on  the  Coosa,  I  encountered  their  artil- 
lery again,  this  time  opening  upon  us  with  a  four-gun  battery  at  long 
range,  and  making  some  very  close  shots,  though  fortunately  doing 
no  particular  harm.  Here  I  ordered  forward  one  regiment  from  the 
Second  Brigade,  which  I  posted  on  the  left  of  the  Third  Brigade,  send- 
ing Colonel  Spencer  around  to  the  right  to  strike  the  road  leading  to 
the  pontoons,  thereby  cutting  ofl:'  their  retreat  in  that  directi(ni,  hoping 
to  be  able  to  eaptiire  the  entire  battery  or  a  portion  at  least,  but 
before  this  c(mld  be  brought  about  I  received  orders  to  return  at  once 
to  Rome.  I  immediately  called  in  the  cavaky,  after  which  my  infantry 
skirmish  line,  reformed  the  brigade,  and  at  about  4.30  o'clock  com- 
menced the  retrograde  movement,  and  arrived  at  Rome  at  abotit  8.30 
p.  ni.,  ordering  the  regiments  and  battery  to  their  camps.  The  last 
place  we  engaged  their  artillery  was  on  quite  a  hill  hi  an  open  field, 
where  we  had  a  good  view  of  them  with  a  glass.  I  observed  that  they 
were  all  dressed  in  dark  clothes — I  should  think  nearly  or  quite  as 
dark  as  ours.  They  had  a  small  battle-flag  or  guidon  on  the  field  near 
their  guns,  which  was  red  entire,  with  a  black  or  very  dark  cross  in 
the  center.  From  the  best  information  I  could  get  the  force  we  met 
consisted  of  Annstrong's  brigade  of  cavalry,  with  four  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, no  infantry  having  been  seen  at  any  point  during  the  day.  The 
point  at  which  I  was  ordered  back  is  a  little  more  than  eleven  miles 
from  the  Etowah  crossing,  making  tlie  entire  march  about  twenty- 
three  miles,  and  I  here  wish  to  state  that  after  skirmishing  nearly  all 
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the  way  for  seven  miles,  and  the  entire  command  marching  most  of  the 
way,  either  in  the  timber — many  places  where  the  undergrowth  was  very 
dense — or  through  the  fields  of  corn  or  weeds  and  grass,  any  or  either 
of  which  i.s  very  fatiguing,  not  one  single  word  of  complaint  Avas  heard, 
but  on  the  contrary  every  officer  and  man  seemed  not  only  willing  but 
anxious  to  do  his  whole  duty,  obeying  every  order  Avith  that  prompti- 
tude which  characterizes  a  good  soldier.  Our  losses  were  as  follows : 
1  non-commissioned  officer  and  5  privates  wounded. 

Loss  of  the  enemy  not  known,  but  from  reports  received  from  citizens 
along  the  road  think  it  must  be  much  greater  than  our  own.  Quite 
early  in  the  day  one  rebel  was  found  mortally  wounded,  who  said  that 
6  or  7  others  wounded  had  just  passed  him  going  to  the  rear.  From 
the  15th  of  October  until  the  1st  of  November  my  command  was  occu- 
pied in  strengthening  and  adding  to  the  defenses  of  Eome,  Ga.  Having 
received  orders  from  the  general  commanding  the  division  on  the  1st  of 
November  to  prepare  for  an  active  campaign,  every  exertion  was  used 
to  place  the  command  in  readiness.  Orders  were  received  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  10th  to  have  my  command  ready  to  move  on  the  Kingston 
road  at  4  p.  m.,  accompanying  the  supjjly  train  to  a  point  four  miles  out 
and  encamp  for  the  night.  Accordingly  at  3.30  p.  m.  I  ordered  my  com- 
mand to  move  in  the  following  order :  Seventh  Illinois  Veteran  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  10  commissioned  officers  and  263  enlisted  men ;  Thirty -ninth 
Iowa  Infantry,  10  commissioned  officers  and  263  enlisted  men ;  Fiftieth 
IlUnois  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  4  commissioned  officers  and  307 
enlisted  men;  Fifty-seventh  Illinois  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  14 
commissioned  officers  and  420  enlisted  men,  accompanied  by  Battery 
H,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  and  moved  out  four  miles  and  encamped 
for  the  night.  At  6.30  a.  m.  the  11th  moved  forward,  following  closely 
the  First  Alabama  Cavalry  and  the  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry; 
reached  Kingston  at  12  m.  and  camped  two  miles  from  Cassville.  On 
the  12th  broke  camp  at  4  a.  m.,  and  passing  Cassville  and  Cartersville 
camped  a  little  south  of  Allatoona.  Started  on  the  13th  at  7  a.  m.,  iiassed 
Big  Shauty,  camped  that  night  near  Kenesaw  Mountain,  and  reached 
the  Chattahoochee  Eiver  on  the  14th.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

F.  J.  HUELBUT, 
Lieut.  Gol.  Fifty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  Gomdg.  Brigade. 

Capt.  A.  W.  Edwards, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  4th  Division,  loth  Army  Corps. 


No.  100. 

Report  of  Maj.  Uric  Forsse,  Fifty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqks.  Fifty-seventh  Illinois  Vet.  Vol.  Infantry, 

Rome,  Ga.,  October  10, 186-1. 

Lieutenant  :  In  accordance  with  circular  dated  headquarters  Third 

Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  October  10,  1864, 1 

would  very   respectfully  submit  the  following  report:    Owing  to  an 

accident  on  the  railroad  on  the  morning  of  the  oth  instant  the  regiment 

*  For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  tho  Savauiiiih  campaign,  sec  VoL  XLIV, 
Part  I. 
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did  not  arrive  in  AUatoona  until  after  the  battle.  Companies  A  and 
B  were  there,  and  were  occupied  during  the  night  of  the  4th  instant  in 
imloading  ammunition  from  the  railroad  train  and  carrying  it  into  the 
fort.  At  daylight  both  companies  were  sent  out  as  skirmishers  under 
command  of  Captain  Van  Steenburg,  Company  B.  They  remained  on 
the  line  until  driven  into  the  fort,  where  they  fought  during  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  engagement. 
Casualties.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ERIC  FOESSB, 
Major  Fifty-seventh  Regiment  Illinois  Vet.  Vol.  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Nelson  Flansburg, 

Actinff  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  101. 

Report  of  Muj.  Joseph  M.  Griffiths,  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry, 

Rome,  Ga.,  October  10, 1864. 
General  :  I  write  to  inform  you  of  the  loss  the  country  and  our 
regiment  have  sustained  in  the  death  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  Eedfield ; 
First  Lieut.  Oliver  C.  Ayers,  Company  A  ;  First  Lieut.  Andrew  T. 
Blodgett,  Company  B;  First  Lieut.  Newton  P.  Wright,  Company  B, 
and  Second  Lieut.  John  P.  Jones,  Company  A.  These  fell  in  battle  at 
AUatoona,  Ga.,  on  the  5th  instant.  Eight  companies  of  the  regiment 
were  in  the  engagement,  a  total  of  284=  men.  There  was  left  119,  mak- 
ing a  loss  of  165  men  or  nearly  three-fifths  of  the  regiment.  Tlie  entire 
force  on  our  side  was  1,800,  that  of  the  enemy  7,000.  Our  forces  were 
commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse.  They  arrived  at  10  p.  m.,  ex- 
pecting that  tlie  enemy  would  not  attack,  knowing  they  (we)  were 
re-enlbrcements.  In  this  we  were  deceived.  They  attacked  in  the 
morning  at  7  a.  m.  General  Corse  had  time  only  to  hastily  dispose  of 
his  little  force  when  they  came  up  with  massed  columns.  The  Thirty- 
ninth  Iowa  was  placed  at  the  forks  of  a  road  300  yards  from  the  fort, 
where  the  heaviest  column  of  the  enemy  charged.  It  was  important  to 
hold  this  position  and  check  the  enemy.  This  they  did  twice,  although 
terribly  cut  to  pieces.  The  third  time  the  enemy  was  in  such  force  as 
to  be  irresistible,  and  the  remainder  of  our  regiment  fell  back  contest- 
ing every  foot  of  ground  to  the  fort.  General  Corse  and  the  veteran 
troops  who  witnessed  the  heroism  and  determination  of  the  Thirty- 
ninth  on  that  day  say  they  have  never  before  seen  such  fighting.  They 
pronounced  it  Chickasaw  Bayou  continued  for  five  hours.  It  was  dur- 
ing this  time  that  the  above-named  officers,  except  Lieutenant  Blodgett, 
were  killed.  He  was  one  of  the  four  officers  who  succeeeded  in  reaching 
the  fort,  and  was  shot  while  carrying  a  message  from  General  Corse 
to  Colonel  Eowett.  There  were  ten  of  our  officers  in  the  engagement; 
5  were  killed  and  2  wounded  and  captured,  leaving  but  three  with  the 
command.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  heroism,  valor, 
and  gallantry  of  these  officers.  I  have  seen  them  before  when  in  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  and  under  fire,  and  can  say  of  them  that  in  every 
emergency  they  displayed  coolness  and  determined  courage.  As  offi- 
cers they  had  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  command.    As  men 

*  Nominal  list  (omittcfl)  shows  3  enlisted  inen  killed,  1  commissioned  officer  and  6 
enlisted  men  wounded,  and  1  enlisted  man  missing. 
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they  had  Avon,  by  their  geniality  of  disposition  and  uniform  courtesy 
of  manner,  the  kindest  regards  and  affections  of  their  officers  and  men, 
so  that  we  can  feelingly  exclaim,  "Their  places!  Avho  can  fill  them?" 

I  will  send  you  a  list  of  the  casualties  as  soon  as  they  are  officially 
returned,  with  a  report  of  the  general  commanding,  if  possible  to  ob- 
tain a  copy. 

Very  respectfully,  youi-  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  GEIFFITHS, 
Major  TMrty-ninih  lotoa  Infantry. 
General  N.  B.  Baicek, 

Adjutant-General  of  Iowa. 


Ifo.  102. 

Report  of  Gapt.  Charles  A.  Cameron,  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Hkadquaktbes  Thibty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry, 

Kingston,  Ga.,  October  9, 1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry  in  the  engagement  at 
AUatoona,  Ga.,  on  the  5th  day  of  October,  1864,  the  march  pursuant 
thereto,  together  with  a  tabular  list  of  the  casualties  sustained: 

The  regiment,  consisting  of  eight  companies,  numbering  280  men,  and 
commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  James  lledfield,  left  Eome,  Ga.,  at  8  p.  m., 
October  4, 1864,  and  proceeded  by  rail  to  Allatoona,  Ga.,  a  distance 
of  thirty-five  miles,  arriving  at  1  a.  m.,  October  5.    At  daybreak  were 
thrown  into  line  200  yards  west  of  depot,  but  were  immediately  after 
ordered  into  position  300  yards  farther  west  and  400  yards  Avest  of 
main  fortification  on  Cartersville  road ;  here  a  disijosition  was  made  of 
the  forces,  as  it  seemed  certain  that  the  main  attack  would  come  from 
this  direction.    Companies  B  and  C,  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa,  were 
thrown  forward  as  skirmishers  on  the  left  of  the  line,  and  Comjjanies 
A,  F,  and  I  Avere  sent  forward  300  yards  to  the  right  and  front  of  the 
main  line  to  hold  the  crest  of  a  hill  and  discover  any  movements  which 
the  enemy  might  contemplate  on  our  right  flank,  while  Companies  E, 
G,  and  K  were  in  the  center  holding  hastily   constructed  rifle-pits, 
with  orders  to  maintain  their  position  at  all  hazards.    This  Avas  the 
disposition  of  the  companies  of  the  regiment  at  the  time  that  General 
Corse  sent  to  the  rebel  General  French  his  refusal  to  surrender  the 
town  and  his  command.    The  engagement  opened  at  9  a.  m.  between 
our  skirmishers  and  those  of  the  enemy.    The  latter  immediately  threw 
forward  heavy  bodies  of  infantry,  but  Avere  held  in  check  for  some  time 
by  our  advanced  companies,  and  it  was  in  the  attemj»t  of  the  enemy  to 
drive  back  our  right  tliat  Lieut.  O.  D.  Eussell,  Company  C,  received  a 
painful  wound  in  the  breast  Avhile  firmly    maintaining  his  position. 
After  an  obstinate  resistance  of  an  hour  these  companies  were  com- 
pelled to  retire,  which  they  did,  stubbornly  contesting  every  inch  of 
ground  and  punishing  the  enemy  terribly  at  every  step  of  his  advance. 
At  this  juncture  of  afi'airs  the  brave  and  gallant  Lieut.  Col.  James 
Eedfield  fell  pierced  through  the  heart  by  a  musket-bal!  while  enthusi- 
astically encouraging  his  command  to  stand  firm  andhiirl  batik  death  and 
defiance  at  the  enemies  of  our  country.   Almost  simultaneously  the  brave 
and  courteous  Lieut.  O.  C.  Ayers  received  the  fatal  shot  Avhile  nobly 
discharging  his  duty.    The  advanced  companies  liaA'ing  retired  to  the 
crest  of  a  hill  in  rear  of  the  rifle-pits  continued  to  j)ovir  a  murderous 
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aud  destructive  Arc  iuto  tlie  ranks  of  the  enemy  witli  telling  effect, 
causing  him  to  stagger  and  waver.  At  length,  however,  the  enemy 
threw  a  heavy  force  round  our  right  flank,  and  pouring  a  deadly  enfi- 
lading fire  rendered  our  position,  upon  the  crest  of  a  hill,  entirely  unten- 
able and  compelled  our  forces  to  retire  within  the  main  works,  400  yards 
in  rear  of  our  advance  line,  leaving  only  the  three  companies  in  the 
rifle-pits  to  contest  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  these  companies, 
having  received  orders  to  hold  the  works  at  all  hazards,  did  not  feel 
warranted  in  quitting  them  without  orders,  and  the  enemy,  emboldened 
by  our  weakness,  massed  a  heavy  column  on  the  Cartersville  road,  lead- 
ing to  the  fort,  and  charging  us  on  the  double-quick  jiassed  the  works, 
and  turning  upon  our  men  in  the  rifle-pits,  killed,  wounded,  or  made 
prisoner  every  man  remaining  but  nine.  It  was  in  this  charge  that  the 
colors  of  the  regiment  were  captured,  but  not  until  the  entire  guard 
were  killed  or  wounded,  these  brave  boys  suffering  themselves  to  be 
bayoneted  rather  than  surrender  the  colors  which  h.ad  been  placed  in 
their  hands,  and  the  companies  which  had  them  in  charge  were  cap- 
lured,  killed,  or  wounded.  Finding  that  by  remaijiing  longer  I  would 
subject  myself  and  the  handful  of  men  with  me  to  needless  capture 
without  being  able  to  effect  any  results,  I  fell  back  to  the  fort.  Here 
the  laen  of  the  command  fought  with  the  same  determination  and  en- 
thusiasm that  had  characterized  their  conduct  on  the  ojten  field.  Here 
that  brave,  gallant,  and  lamented  young  officer,  Lieut.  A.  T.  Blodgett, 
fell,  inspiring  the  men  by  his  gallant  and  noble  conduct,  of  which  he 
WHS  the  very  embodiment.  The  fighting  continued  desperate  and 
bloody,  the  spirits  of  the  men  rising  as  the  fight  ])rogressed,  until  3  p. 
m.  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  rebel  host  leaving  in  utter 
rout  and  the  hard  fought  field  was  ours. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  Avithout  giving  expression  to  the  heartfelt 
grief  which  pervades  all  breasts  for  the  loss  of  our  valiant  dead,  yet 
we  have  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  they  all  fell  nobly  battling  in 
defense  of  the  country,  and  so  long  as  brave  and  gallant  conduct  con- 
tinues to  excite  emotions  in  the  breast  of  man  the  names  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Redfield,  Lieutenant  Blodgett,  Lieutenant  Ayers,  Lieutenant 
Wright,  Lieutenant  Jones,  and  the  noble  dead  who  fell  under  them, 
■will  ever  be  remembered.  To  the  wounded  we  would  say  yom-  wounds 
are  sacred,  received  in  a  holy  cause ;  to  you  we  extend  a  soldier's  sym- 
pathy and  assure  you  that  you  shall  never  be  neglected  or  forgotten ; 
and  to  the  living  who  passed  through  that  terrible  ordeal  unharmed  I 
would  say  your  deeds  will  live  after  you,  and  your  names  will  be  re- 
membered in  history;  and  although,  where  all  did  so  well,  to  particular- 
ize would  seem  invidious,  I  cannot  refrain  from  making  mention  of  the 
conduct  of  Lieut.  W.  C.  Ghost,  acting  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  who 
continued  to  ride  the  entire  length  of  the  line  under  a  murderous  fire, 
encouraging  the  men  by  his  words  and  inspiring  them  by  his  noble 
daring;  also  the  entire  color  guard,  and  especially  the  color-sergeant, 
Charles  Armstrong,  who  so  gallantly  defended  his  flag. 

Subjoined  is  a  list  of  the  casualties  of  the  regiment  in  the  engage- 
ment: Commissioned  officers — Killed,  5;  wounded,!;  missing,  2;  total, 
8,  Enlisted  men— Killed,  28;  wounded,  61;  missing,  68;  total,  157. 
Aggregate,  165. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  A.  CAMEEON, 

Captain,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  N.  Flansburg, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Thoman  E.  0.  Ransom,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding 
detachment  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

Hdqes.  Detachjvebnt  Seventeenth  Army  Ooeps, 
Near  Trimble's,  six  miles  from  Fairhurn,  October  2, 1804 — 2  j).  m. 
Colonel  :  I  have  this  moment  received  your  dispatch,  I  left  camp 
at  5  a.  m.  and  met  enemy's  pickets  after  marching  three  miles ;  skirmished 
with  him  at  Shadna's  and  Westbrook's,  when  I  halted  the  main  body 
and  sent  Colonel  Potts'  brigade,  Fourth  Division,  down  the  railroad  to- 
ward Fairburn.  He  had  a  sharp  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  about  500 
strong,  who  opened  on  him  with  artillery.  At  10  a.  m.  he  drove  them 
through  Fairburn.  We  learn  from  prisoners  and  citizens  and  negxoes 
that  Iverson's  division  of  cavalry  is  within  one  mile  of  Fairburn;  that  a 
considerable  infantry  force  is  between  Palmetto  and  Fairburn;  that 
Hood  moved  his  headquarters  from  Palmetto  Station  across  the  Chat- 
tahoochee three  days  since,  and  that  two  corps  of  his  army  have  crossed 
the  river;  his  destination  believed  to  be  Blue  Mountain.  Wheeler, 
■  with  his  broken-down  cavalry,  is  also  reported  between  Fairburn  and 
Palmetto. 

My  loss  has  been  slight;  we  have  killed  and  wounded  a  number  of 
the  enemy,  and  captured  a  few  prisoners  and  quite  a  number  of  cit- 
izens. 

Having  accomplished  the  object  of  the  expedition,  and  believing  that 
it  was  imprudent  for  me  to  remain  so  near  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy, 
I  withdrew  from  Fairbnrn  at  12  m.,  and  shall  encamp  at  the  only  place 
where  I  can  obtain  water,  eight  miles  from  your  headquarters,  on  a 
branch  of  Camp  Creek.  The  enemy  have  followed  me  closely  with  a 
considerable  force  of  cavalry;  are  skirmishing  with  my  rear  guard.  In- 
fantry followed  us  back  one  mile  and  a  half  this  side  of  Shadna  Chnrch. 
There  is  uo  donbt  about  there  b.eing  a  large  force  of  infantry  and  cav- 
alry near  Fairburn,  on  the  Fayettevillc  road,  and  between  that  point 
and  Palmetto.  I  shall  await  your  orders  at  my  camii  to-night. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  E.  G.  KANSOM, 

Brigadier-  General, 
[Lieut.  Col.  William  T.  Clark, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.  ] 


Headqitarters  Seven^'eenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Atlanta,  October  3,  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  para- 
gragh  VII,  of  Special  Orders,  No.  223,  current  series,  from  your  head- 
quarters, on  the  afternoon  of  October  1  I  moved  with  the  First  and 
Fourth  Divisions  of  this  corps  down  the  Newnan  road  to  Trimble's 
Mill  on  Camp  Creek,  where  I  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

At  daylight  on  the  2d  I  moved  toward  Fairburn,  driving  the  enemy's 
pickets  with  my  cavalry.  After  leaving  one  brigade  of  the  First  Divis- 
ion to  cover  the  road  from  Sandtown  to  Fayetteville,  I  moved  on  and  took 
up  a  position  about  one-half  mile  beyond  Shadna  Church,  facing  Fair- 
burn.  I  then  sent  forward  Colonel  Potts  with  his  brigade  of  the  Fourth 
Division  with  instructions  to  push  nito  Fairburn,  if  possible.  When 
within  about  one  mile  of  Fairburn  the  enemy  opened  upon  Colonel 
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Potts'  column  with  artillery  and  opposed  his  farther  advance  with 
mounted  and  dismounted  skirmishers,  about  500  strong.  A  few  shots 
from  our  artillery  silenced  that  of  the  enemy,  and  the  skirmishers  of 
Colonel  Potts  drove  the  enemy  rapidly  and  easily  into  and  through  the 
town  of  Fairburn,  capturing  a  few  prisoners.  From  prisoners  and  citi- 
zens it  was  ascertained  that  the  force  opposing  me  was  Iverson's  divis- 
ion of  Wheeler's  corps,  and  that  a  large  force  of  cavalry  with  artillery 
was  outside  the  town  awaiting  our  approach.  They  also  reported  a 
considerable  force  of  infantry  i)etween  Palmetto  and  Fairburn,  a  dis- 
tance of  four  or  five  miles,  and  that  Hood  with  two  corps  of  his  army 
had  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  River  two  days  before.  Having  accom- 
plished the  object  of  the  expedition,  I  withdrew  my  command  after 
holding  the  town  about  one  hour.  The  enemy  followed  me  closely  with 
a  strong  line  of  infantry  skirmishers,  between  whom  and  my  rear  guard 
there  was  constant  skirmishing  for  about  four  miles,  when  the  enemy 
halted.  At  2  p.  m.  I  received  your  dispatch  of  11.30  a.  m.,  when  my 
command  was  about  six  miles  this  side  of  Fairburn.  My  ]-eturn  was 
conducted  in  the  most  leisurely  manner,  jny  rear  being  well  covered  by 
Captain  Tribble  with  his  detachment  of  the  Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry.  In 
this  connection  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  major-general 
commanding  to  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  Captain  Tribble  and 
his  command,  who  covered  my  front  when  advancing,  a,nd  when  I  re- 
tired held  a  sui)erior  force  of  the  enemy  in  check,  allowing  my  infantry 
to  move  off  unmolested.  I  bivouacked  on  the  night  of  the  2d  near  Trim- 
ble's Mill,  and  moved  slowly  into  my  old  camp  this  morning. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  E.  G.  RANSOM, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  T.  Clark, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  104. 


Abstract  from  Journal  of  Brig.  Gen.  Jacob  B.  Cox,  U.  S.  Army,  command- 
ing Twenty-third  Army  Corps  [temporarily)  and  Third  Division,  Twenty- 
third  Army  Corps. 

Thursday,  September  29. — Lieutenant  Coughlan,  my  aide-de-camp,  re- 
turned to-day  from  Charleston,  S.  C,  where  he  was  sent  by  the  rebels 
soon  after  his  capture  on  20th  of  AugTist.  Cajjiain  Perkins,  of  General 
Stoneman's  staff",  also  came  up  in  the.  party  of  exchanged  offtcers,  and 
General  Stoneman  is  expected  to-morrow.  Love's  brigade,  Tliird  Di- 
vision (Reilly's),  makes  reconnaissance  to  Stone  Mountain. 

Friday,  September  30. — Reconnaissance  by  onebrigade,SecondDivision 
(Bond's),  to  Stone  Mountain  for  forage,  &c.  Reports  that  the  enemy 
are  swinging  round  our  right  toward  the  Alabama  line. 

Saturday,  October  1. — Leaves  of  absence  and  furloughs  revoked  in 
exjiectation  of  resuming  active  operations.  Rebels  are  very  active  cut- 
ting our  communications  with  the  Ohio  River;  mails,  &c.,  getting  very 
irregular.  Reconnaissance  by  Henderson's  brigade,  Third  Division,  to 
Stone  Mountain.  Reported  that  two  corps  have  crossed  Chattahoochee, 
of  Hood's  army,  and  we  ordered  to  be  ready  for  movement.  Telegraph 
the  ncAvs  to  General  Schofield. 

Sunday,  October  2. — The  whole  of  Second  Division  (General  Cooper 
commanding  in  absence  of  Hascall)  sent  on  reconnaissance  to  Flat 
Rock,  fifteen  miles.    Find  no  enemy  except  few  cavalry  scouts.    Conn- 
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try  people  report  rebel  force  gone  westward  by  way  of  Joiiesborough. 
Prepare  to  send  sick  and  extra  baggage  to  Atlanta  Avitli  a  view  to  mov- 
ing northeast  to  cover  railroad  from  Atlanta  to  Marietta.  Our  quiet 
rest  seems  to  be  ended  and  a  new  campaign  to  open. 

Ilonday,  October  3. — Ordered  to  move  and  break  camp,  but  the  order 
is  countermanded  before  Ave  were  fairly  started.  Extra  baggage  sent 
to  Atlanta,  liowever,  and  everything  held  in  readiness  for  sudden  move- 
ment. Further  reports  indicate  that  the  enemy  does  not  hold  as  threat- 
ening a  position  in  regard  to  our  communications  as  was  supposed. 
The  past  four  weeks  have  rested  the  arn:y,  and,  if  the  Aveather  jiermits, 
Ave  shall  be  ready  for  work.  Headquarters  have  been  Avell  situated  in 
dooryard  of  Mrs.  Williams.    *     *    * 

Ttiesday,  October  4. — Last  night  received  orders  to  march  at  daybreak 
for  Chattahoochee  railroad  bridge.  Had  a  hard  march,  via  Buck  Head. 
The  bridge  over  Peach  Tree  Creek  gone,  and  Ave  had  to  take  a  by-road, 
crossing  farther  down.  Eeachod  Chattahoochee  at-2  p.  m.  Telegraphed 
to  General  Sherman  at  Smyrna  Camp-Ground.  MoA^ed  head  of  column 
across  pontoon  and  up  the  river  to  Pace's  Ferry  and  Marietta  road, 
building  a  bridge  over  a  creek  filled  by  back  Avater  from  the  Chattahoo- 
chee, which  is  high.    Enemy  burning  railroad  at  Big  Shanty. 

Wednesday,  October  5. — ^March  at  daybreak.  The  bridge  built  last 
night  partly  destroyed  by  farther  rise  of  river,  and  we  have  to  rebuild. 
At  Vining's  Station  I  march  the  men  up  the  railroad  to  Marietta,  the 
artillery  and  trains  going  by  the  common  road  from  Chattahoochee 
bridge,  Avhich  there  joins  the  one  from  Pace's  Ferry,  and  which  is 
crowded  with  trains  of  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  We  got  through,  how- 
ever, and  pass  three  miles  beyond  the  toAvn,  camping  a  mile  beyond 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  on  the  Marietta  and  AcAvorth  road.  Enemy  burned 
railroad  to  Allatoona,  and  attacked  there,  but  were  repulsed. 

Thursday,  October  6. — March  at  9  o'clock,  via  Pine  Mountain,  to  Sand- 
town  road  and  make  reconnaissances  in  all  directions;  on  the  right 
nearly  to  Acworth,  in  front  to  Allatoona  Churcli,  on  the  left  nearly  to 
Lost  Mountain,  and  to  Hardshell  Church.  The  enemy  have  retreated 
south  beyond  Lost  Mountain.  Here  we  are  on  our  camping-ground 
from  June  10  to  19.  Find  it  interesting  to  trace  our  old  course.  Gen- 
eral Cooper,  Avith  Second  DiA^sion,  in  adA'ance  to-day.  A  little  skir- 
mishing on  the  Lost  Mountain  road  only.  Encamp  for  night  Avhere  we 
first  struck  Sandtown  road. 

Friday,  October  7. — Casement's  brigade  sent  to  Allatoona  to  open 
communication  with  the  garrison,  Avho  Avere  attacked  by  French's  divis- 
ion, of  SteAvart's  corps,  on  6th,  and  repulsed  them  after  a  bloody  fight. 
Send  Love's  brigade  on  reconnaissance  beyond  Allatoona  Clmrch, 
and  go  with  Bond's  brigade  one  mile  and  a  lialf  south  of  Foster's, 
Avhere  we  made  lieadquarters  on  3d  of  June.  The  brigade  then  sup- 
ports cavalry  reconnaissance  to  New  Hope  Church.  I  visited  Foster's 
and  rode  over  the  old  lines,  both  of  the  rebels  and  of  our  OAvn  forces,  in 
the  vicinity.  The  rebels  destroyed  about  five  miles  of  road,  and  the 
storm  has  destroyed  the  bridges  over  Chattahoochee,  Etowah,  Ooste- 
naula  (Resaca),  and  near  Ringgold. 

Saturday,  October  8. — Ordered  to  be  ready  to  move  at  daybreak,  but 
marching  orders  did  not  come  till  noon,  Avhen  Ave  were  ordered  to  Alla- 
toona. Made  the  march,  about  tAvelve  miles,  in  four  hours,  and  en- 
camped in  front  of  the  fortifications.  Examined  condition  of  Captain 
Saunders'  grave.  Found  it  on  northwest  slope  of  first  rise  of  ground 
southeast  of  the  forts,  in  the  village  graveyard.  Put  new  and  iilaiuly- 
marked  head-board,  and  trimmed  up  the  grave. 
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Sunday,  October  9. — At  Allatooiia.  The  rest  of  the  army  approach- 
iug  ns.  General  Sherman  moves  uj)  his  headquarters  and  places  them 
beside  ours.  The  enemy  seem  to  be  threatening  Rome,  but  their  move- 
ments are  as  yet  uncertain — many  citizens  saying  they  are  hastening 
to  Jacksonville  and  Blue  Mountain,  others  that  they  are  going  for  our 
railroad  north  of  Eome.  The  cavalry  are  developing  their  movement 
while  we  "wait  to-day. 

Monday,  October  10. — Move  under  orders  at  S  a.  ra.  for  Oartersville, 
and  on  reaching  that  place  received  further  orders  to  push  on  to  Oass- 
ville,  where  Ave  encamp  at  night,  occupying  the  old  rebel  \A'orks.  Reports 
are  that  the  rebels  are  crossing  the  Coosa,  near  Eome,  but  nothing 
is  certain  yet  except  that  their  heavy  columns  have  moved  north  from 
Cedartown. 

Tuesday,  October  11. — Move  under  orders  at  6  a.  m.  for  Kingston  and 
Rome.  At  Kingston  we  are  overtaken  by  General  Sherman,  who  directs 
us  to  go  into  camp  near  Connesene  Creek,  the  reports  from  Rome  throw- 
ing doubt  upon  the  supposed  purpose  of  the  rebels  to  attack  there.  No 
attack  is  yet  made,  and  they  do  not  appear  strong  in  that  immediate 
vicinity.  We  encamp  at  the  Wooley  place,  Avhich  was  once  evidently 
the  home  of  a  wealthy  planter.  Vote  for  State  officers  in  Ohio;  polls 
held  in  ambulance. 

Wednesday,  October  12. — Move  at  6  a.  m.  to  Rome,  definite  reports 
from  there  showing  the  enemy  in  force  north  of  the  Coosa  and  appar- 
ently making  for  Summerville.  Reach  Rome  soon  after  noon  and  go 
into  bivouac  on  outskirts  of  the  town.  Rebel  cavalry  skirmishing  about, 
but  no  heavy  force  of  infantry  near  town.  Reports  still  are  that  they 
have  gone  north,  but  I  am  slow  to  beUeve  they  have  gone  into  the 
pocket  made  by  those  narrow  valleys  between  us  and  the  Tennessee. 
Beauregard  is  in  command  of  rebels.  We  find  Eome  one  of  the  pleas- 
antest  towns  we  have  seen  in  the  South. 

Thursday,  October  13. — Move  on  Alabama  road  on  north  side  of 
Coosa  River,  to  Coosaville,  on  reconnaissance  to  determine  whether  the 
j)ontoon  bridge  by  which  rebels  crossed  still  remains.  'General  Gar- 
rard, with  cavalry  division,  ordered  to  report  to  me.  Find  rebel  cav- 
alry on  road,  about  three  miles  out;  attack  them  and  capture  two  cannon 
and  about  1 00  prisoners.  Our  loss  very  slight.  Move  on  until  we  reach 
the  place  of  the  bridge  and  find  it  was  taken  up  and  carried  with  the 
rebels  up  toward  Eesaca,  which  place  they  appeared  before  last  night. 
Return  to  Rome  by  dark,  making  near  twenty  miles  for  the  infantry. 

Friday,  October  14. — Move  at  G  a.  m.  for  Resaca,  Reilly's  division  in 
advance.  Armies  of  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  ahead  of  us  and 
the  roads  filled  with  trains.  Make  only  ten  miles  and  encamp  for  the 
night.  Hood  demanded  surrender  of  Resaca,  but  did  not  assault,  pass- 
ing on  to  Dalton,  destroying  the  railroad  thoroughly  for  fifteen  miles. 
They  are  reported  to  hold  Snake  Creek  Gap.  Parts  of  the  other  armies 
reach  Resaca  before  night. 

Saturday,  October  i5.— March  at  G  a.  m.  Endeavor  to  pass  trains,  but 
are  still  much  delayed  by  them.  Reach  Resaca  with  head  of  column 
at  2  p.  m.  The  rear  comes  up  but  slowly.  Cooper's  division  in  advance. 
He  encamps  two  miles  out  on  the  road  to  the  gap,  Reiliy  on  Camp 
Creek.  The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  drives  rear  guard  of  rebels  out  of  the 
gap  after  a  slight  skirmish.  Army  of  the  Cumberland  reaches  Dalton 
and  thence  to  Buzzard  Roost,  Hood  apparently  going  toward  Stevenson. 
Prisoners  say  they  are  out  of  provisions,  having  failed  in  their  expecta- 
tion of  capturing  stores. 
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Sunday,  October  16. — March  at  G  a.  m.  through  Snake  Creek  Gap; 
Eeilly  iu  advauce.  Fiud  work  to  do  in  clearing  out  the  obstmctions  of 
fallen  timber,  «&c.  Eeach  Villanow  at  4  p.  m.  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
are  at  Shiij's  Gap,  and  Army  of  the  Cumberland  between  here  and  there. 
Camp  at  the  cross-roads,  Eeilly's  division  being  south.  Learn  tliatone 
corps  of  the  rebel  army  passed  down  by  the  south  road  toward  Sum- 
merville  by  way  of  Cover's  Gap.  This  is  the  place  we  passed  through 
on  13th  of  May. 

Monday,  October  17. — Remain  in  camp  whilst  the  cavalry  endeavor  to 
discover  the  road  taken  by  the  enemy.  It  is  found  tbat  they  turned 
south  from  La  Fayette,  and  all  have  gone  to  Summerville.  Tlieir  threats 
of  going  to  Bridgeport  and  so  into  Tennessee  have  thus  failed,  though 
they  still  jiretend  they  are  going  by  way  of  Guntersville.  Learn  that 
General  Schotield  is  at  Chattanooga,  coming  down  Avith  the  troops  re- 
cently sent  there  in  detachments. 

Tuesday,  October  18. — March  at  5.30  a.  m.  south,  through  Sublignato 
Cover's  Gap  (also  called  Mattox's),  driving  vedettes  of  rebel  cavalry 
most  of  the  Avay.  Make  twenty-two  miles  and  encamp;  Cooper's  divis- 
ion, which  had  the  advance,  on  the  west  side  of  the  gap,  and  Eeilly's 
on  the  east.  Garrard's  cavalry  come  u]i  as  we  arrive,  aiul  I  open  com- 
munication with  the  rest  of  the  army,  wliich  moved  south  from  La  Fay- 
ette toAvard  Sununcrville.  At  noon,  from  Subligna,  I  sent  Major  "Wells, 
Avith  a  regiment,  over  the  mountains  to  communicate.  He  had  a  long, 
rough  march. 

Wednesday,  October  19. — March  at  C  a.  m.,  Garrard's  cavaliy  in  ad- 
vance, to  and  through  Summerville  and  on  to  Meh'illePost-Office  on  the 
Chattooga  EiA'er,  Taylor's  Eidge,  which  Ave  iiassed  yesterday,  being  (m 
our  left.  The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  moved  doAvn  to  Alpine,  and  the 
cavalry  covered  the  front  of  both  columns.  Encam]>  on  fann  of  IJoctor 
Kiucaid,  a  wealthy  rebel,  one  mile  south  of  Melville.  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland remains  at  Summerville;  Eeilly's  division  in  advauce. 

Thursday,  October  20. — March  at  C  a.  m..  Cooper's  di\ision  in  advance, 
and  General  Garrard  Avith  his  caA-alry  in  our  front,  skirmishing  with 
Wheeler's  rebel  cavalry.  Eeach  GaylesAille  at  noon,  and  go  i)ito  camp 
one  mile  beyond  the  town.  Armies  of  tbe  Tennessee  and  Cumberland 
also  advance,  and  the  whole  force  is  concentrated  about  the  town. 
The  cavalry  make  Little  Eiver  and  report  tliat  the  enemy  seem  to  liaA'e 
turned  south  from  Blue  Pond  toward  Gadsden.  This  is  my  first  en- 
trance into  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Friday,  October  21. — Eemain  in  camp  near  Gaylesville.  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  moves  out  toAvard  Blue  Pond  about  flA-e  miles.  I  send  one 
brigade  of  Cooper's  division  to  Cedar  Bluff,  on  Coosa  River,  and  set 
the  engineer  battalion  at  work  building  bridge  OA'er  the  Chattooga. 
Rode  out  to  Cedar  Bluff  iu  the  p.  m.  to  direct  as  to  the  position  of  the 
brigade.  Find  it  a  place  of  200  or  300  inhabitants.  Rather  a  pleasant 
village. 

Mturday,  October  23. — Major-General.  Schofleld  returns  and  assumes 
command  of  the  corps  and  I  return  to  my  division.  General  Sherman 
made  some  very  complimentary  remarks  as  to  the  handling  «f  the  corps 
during  the  month  past,  and  said  it  had  been  done  to  his  complete  satis- 
faction. Rearrange  my  headquarters,  and  most  of  my  old  staff'  having 
returned  I  find  myself  very  much  at  home  at  division  headquarters. 

Sunday,  October  23. — Quiet  in  camp.  Ride  out  and  make  call  on 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  my  old  law  partner,  now  commanding  Sev- 
enteenth Corps  temijorarily  in  absence  of  General  Blair.    The  Aveather 
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since  the  7tli  has  been  uninterruptedly  pleasant;  a  most  beautiful  sea- 
son for  campaigning.  Mail  communication  once  more  opened  with 
home. 

Monday,  October  24. — Quiet  in  camp.  Eide  out  on  Alpine  I'oad,  liop- 
ing  to  And  Colonel  Opdycke,  but  learn  that  his  brigade  is  too  far 
offtoAdsit.  Call  on  General  Wood  and  General  Davis;  General  Leg- 
gett  accompanied  me.  Eeports  that  the  rebels  are  still  threatening  to 
move  into  Tennessee;  these  are  camp  rumors,  but  I  have  as  yet  no 
definite  information  from  headquarters. 

Tuesday,  October  25. — Move  to  Cedar  Blufi'  on  Coosa  Eiver,  and  go 
into  camp  on  right  of  Second  Division.  Casement,  Eeilly,  and  Hender- 
son in  order  from  left  to  right.  The  village  is  larger  than  GaylesvlUe, 
though  still  quite  small  and  insignificant,  except  in  its  situation,  which 
is  pleasant.  The  camp  is  well  placed,  having  abundance  of  water  and 
good  drainage.  ISTothing  further  heard  from  the  rebels  or  their  where- 
abouts. 

Wednesday,  October  26. — Make  a  reconnaissance  with  my  division  to 
Center,  on  south  side  of  Coosa,  seven  miles  distant  by  direct  road,  but 
]irobably  twenty  by  river.  Our  march  lesisted  by  small  cavalry  parties 
only,  who  retreat  toward  Jacksonville.  No  considerable  force  of  the 
enemy  has  been  in  Center  lately,  according  to  accounts  of  the  citizens. 
Their  trains  were  here  when  we  made  our  reconnaissance  from  Eorae  to 
Coosaville,  on  the  13tli,  and  were  badly  stampeded.    *    *    * 

Thursday,  October  27.  *  *  *  Eained  all  night  and  lowering  this 
morning,  though  it  promises  to  clear.  *  *  *  Indications  are  that 
Hood  has  continued  on  toward  the  Tennessee  Eiver.  Sherman  says 
he  will  let  him  go  and  move  his  force  down  into  Georgia,  excepting 
a  small  part  to  make  head  against  him. 

Friday,  October  28. — Orders  to  move  received  at  noon.  We  move 
south  of  the  Coosa  to  Eome,  via  Cave  Spring.  The  rest  of  the  army 
also  concentrating  there,  with  a  view  to  immediately  carrying  out  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  plan.  Hood  is  reported  at  Decatur.  It  is  said  our 
corps  will  go  north,  joining  the  Fourth  Corps,  which  left  some  days 
ago.  We  move  out  on  Jacksonville  road  five  miles,  thence  off  on  the 
river  road  to  Eome  one  mile  and  a-half,  where  we  are  forced  to  stop 
and  bridge  a  stream  and  corduroy  a  swamp. 

Saturday,  October  29. — We  find  the  river  road  impassable  and 
move  at  daylight  back  to  the  Jacksonville  road,  thence  two  miles 
and  a  half  farther  to  the  road  from  Center  to  Cave  Spring,  and  on 
that  road  to  the  latter  place;  make  twenty-two  miles'  march  to-day. 
Cave  Spring  is  one  of  the  most  charmingly  situated  places  I  haveseen 
in  Georgia.  The  spring  comes  out  under  a  mountain,  making  quite  a 
large  stream,  while  some  sixty  feet  up  the  hill-side  is  the  entrance  to  a 
considerable  cave,  out  of  the  bottom  of  which  the  spring  runs.  The 
village  is  a  pleasant  one,  with  several  public  buildings,  including  a 
deiif  and  dumb  asylum. 

Sunday,  October  50.— March  at  daylight  from  Cave  Spring  and  reach 
Eome  at  2  p.  m.  Move  the  division  otit  on  Calhoun  road  two  miles  and 
a  half  and  encamp.  Call  on  General  Sherman  at  Eome,  to  bid  him  good- 
bye. *  *  *  Generals  J.  C.  Davis,  Schofield,  Corse,  and  Barry  pres- 
ent. We  go  to  Tennessee;  Sherman  takes  four  corps  south  Into  the 
heart  of  Georgia. 

Monday,  October  5i.— March  at  7  a.  m.  for  Calhoun.  Camp  near  that 
place  at  4  p.  m.,  making  twenty  miles.  A  considerable  number  of  offi- 
cers who  have  been  detained  at  Chattanooga  join  us  at  Eome.  A  new 
band  for  Casement's  brigade  also  comes  up.  Lieutenant  Tracy  rejoins 
the  staff"  also. 
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Tuesday,  November  1. — March  at  G  a.  m.  for  Resaca.  Halt  there  an 
hour  and  march  to  Tilton,  where  we  are  to  take  cars  for  Nashville  and 
thence  to  Pulaski,  on  the  IS^ashville  aud  IJecatur  road.  Go  into  camp 
at  4  !>.  m.,  and  make  platforms,  &c.,  for  loading  artillery,  horses,  &c. 
Second  Division  stops  at  Eesaca  to  take  cars  there.  No  definite  news 
where  Hood  is,  but,  from  our  oi'ders,  we  suppose  he  has  crossed  the 
Tennessee. 

Wednesday,  November  2. — A  rainy  night  last  night  and  steady  rain 
this  morning.  No  trains  ready,  and  we  are  waiting  impatiently  in  the 
mud.  9.45  a.  m.,  orders  received  to  move  to  Dalton,  where  cars  will 
come  for  us  to-morrow;  wiiul  in  the  east.  4  p.  m.,  reached  Dalton  after 
a  muddy,  tiresome  march,  thougli  the  distance  was  only  ten  miles. 
Get  better  camping-ground  than  we  had  at  Tilton,  however.  Second 
Division  passes  us,  and  we  learn  that  cars  are  not  being  furnished  as 
rapidly  as  was  exjiected. 

Thursday,  Novemher  3. — No  trains  yet.  A  rainy,  gusty  day,  cold  and 
disagreeable;  one  of  the  days  when  the  smoke  from  the  camp-fires  fills 
your  eyes  whichever  side  of  the  fire  you  get.  Dalton  has  been  almost 
destroyed  by  the  different  armies  which  have  been  in  it.  Houses  have 
been  torn  down,  many  being  first  stripped  of  the  clap-boarding  to  make 
bunks,  &c.,  for  the  soldiers,  and  the  remainder  gradually  destroyed  for 
firewood  and  the  like.  It  was  manifestly  a  pretty  town  once,  and  in  a 
beautiful  situation. 

Friday,  November  4. — Eemain  at  Dalton  waiting  for  cars.  Storm  con- 
tinues, becoming  more  gusty.  Hear  that  Hood  has  not  yet  crossed  the 
Tennessee.  Oars  all  engaged  in  forwarding  stores  to  Atlanta  and  bring- 
ing back  surplus  artillery,  &c. ;  consequently  Ave  have  to  wait.  General 
Schofield  goes  on  to  Nashville  in  advance.  In  interval  of  the  storm 
ride  out  aud  visit  the  old  hnes  before  Dalton,  the  scene  of  our  operations 
on  9th  and  10th  of  May ,  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  visits  to  old  scenes 
I  have  made;  the  rebel  position  was  imx)regnable. 

Saturday,  November  5. — Cars  reported  to  be  sent  for  us  from  Chat- 
tanooga, but  they  do  not  arrive.  Weather  still  unsettled.  *  *  * 
Hood  made  a  demonstration  on  Decatur,  but  was  repiilsed  and  then 
moved  farther  down  the  Tennessee,  probably  to  obtain  a  crossing  near 
Florence. 

Sunday,  November  6. — Reillj^'s  brigade  starts  by  rail  for  Nashville. 
Hard  rains  continue.  Troo])s  are  destroying  a  good  many  deserted  and 
partially  ruined  houses  to  obtain  fuel. 

Monday,  November  7. — Henderson's  and  Casement's  brigades  start;  I 
go  with  latter.    Reach  Chattanooga  just  before  dark.    *     *     * 

Tuesday,  November  iS'. — Made  but  eight  miles  during  night.  Grand 
scenery  between  Lo(jkout  Mountain  and  Bridge]3ort.  Stop  at  Steven- 
son for  rations.  Pass  Cumberland  Mountain  summit  after  dark.  Get 
report  that  rebels  are  repulsed  from  Jolinsonville,  on  the  Tennessee 
River,  at  terminus  of  Northwestern  railroad,  but  the  garrison  foolishly 
destroyed  great  quantities  of  stores,  steam-boats,  &c." 

Wednesday,  November  9. — Reach  Nashville  9  a.  m.  Call  on  General 
Schofield  and  receive  orders.  Get  off  at  5  p.  m.  on  train  and  go  to 
Franklin,  where  we  are  delayed  by  accident  on  the  road  ahead  of  us, 
making  it  necessary  to  clear  the  track  of  a  wreck  before  we  can  ]n'oceed. 
The  wreck  is  beyond  Spring  Hill.  Delay  all  night.  We  have  only 
made  nineteen  miles  from  Nasliville.    Drenching  rain. 

Thursday,  November  10. — Get  under  way  a  little  before  noon  aud  go 
to  Thompson's  Station,  nine  miles.  Reilly  has  reached  Spring  Hill, 
three  miles  farther.    Headquarters  in  dooryaid  of  Mrs.  Banks,  whose 
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husband  i.s  a  lieutenant  in  the  rebel  army.  The  turnpike  to  Columbia 
runs  by  the  house.  Fine  open  farming  country  all  about;  a  richer 
region  than  we  have  before  seen  in  the  South.  Weather  clear  with 
cold  breeze. 

Friday,  November  11. — In  camp  at  Thompson's.  Eido  out  toward 
Spring  Hill  in  comijany  Avith  Colonels  Casement  and  Strickland  and 
staif.  Fine,  bracing  air,  clear,  and  sharp.  Heavy  frost  last  night. 
Some  uncertainty  as  to  Hood's  movements,  but  his  main  army  does  not 
aiij^ear  to  have  crossed  the  Tennessee  nor  to  have  gone  farther  down 
tliau  Florence.  Forrest's  cavalry  made  the  attack  ujion  Johnsonville 
and  tlieu  returned. 

Saturday,  November  12. — In  camp  at  Thompson's. 

Sunday,  November  13. — March  to  Columbia,  fifteen  miles.  Duck 
lliver  too  high  to  ford  and  no  ferry  sufficient  to  cross  teams.  Put  com- 
mand in  camj)  on  north  side  of  river  and  wait  for  pontoon  bridge  to  be 
laid.  The  town  is  a  very  neat  and  pretty  one,  of  about  1,000  ijeople, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river;  has  several  college  buildings,  &c.,  but 
lias  been  a  good  deal  injured  by  the  armies;  was  the  residence  of  Presi- 
dent Polk  before  his  election.  Cami)  iu  fine  open  Avood,  on  ridgy  bank 
of  the  river.    Pontoons  laid  by  10  p.  m. 


No.  105. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Cooper,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second 
Division,  Twenty -third  Army  Corps. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twenty- thikd  Army  Corps, 

Decatur,  Ga.,  October  3,  1864. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  detachment  of  cavalry  that  reported  to  me  yesterday : 

The  officer  in  command  reported  to  me  at  1  p.  m.  I  ordered  him  to 
advance  one  mile  in  front  of  the  infantry  pickets  that  were  already  posted 
one  mile  below  Flat  Rock.  The  officer  reported  that  four  rebel  cavalry 
were  all  they  saw.  When  the  division  was  withdrawn  from  Flat  Rock 
the  cavalry  was  ordered  to  bring  up  the  rear.  When  they  arrived  at 
a  church  about  seven  miles  from  here,  where  the  McDonough  road 
crosses  the  Flat  Rock  road,  they  stopped  to  feed,  and  Avhile  they  were 
feeding  a  force  of  about  200  rebel  cavalry  attacked  them,  and  they  lost 
10  men  and  horses.  Tlie  officer  in  command  did  not  know  how  many 
were  killed  and  wounded,  as  they  immediately  fell  back  to  the  rear 
of  the  infantry.  The  ofiicer  in  command  of  the  detachment  did  not 
report  to  me  until  12  m.  this  day. 

Very  re.spectfuUy  vonr  obedient  servant, 

.JOSEPH  A.  COOPER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 
Capt.  Theodore  Cox, 

Assista7it  Adjutant- General. 


No.  106. 

Reports  of  General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  G.  S.  Army,  commanding  Military 

Division  of  the  West. 

Jacksonville,  Ala.,  October  12, 1864. 
I  arrived  at  Newnan,  Ga.,  on  the  7th  instant,  where  (having  ascer- 
tained that  General  Hood's  head(inarters  were  at  Cedartowu,  and  that 
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his  army  was  moving  northwestwardly),  after  destroying  in  the  vicinity 
of  Marietta  five  or  six  miles  of  the  railroad  from  Atlanta  to  Chattanooga, 
I  left  at  once  to  join  him,  overtaking  him  at  Cave  Spring  on  the  evening 
of  the  9th  instant.  I  Avas  there  informed  by  him  tliat  General  Sherman 
having;  hastily  advanced  from  Atlanta  with  five  corps,  amounting  to 
about  40,000  men,  leaving  one  corps  to  guard  his  fortifications,  he  ((len- 
eral  Hood)  had  determined  to  draw  Sliennan's  forceps  still  farther  north 
by  attempting  to  break  up  the  railroad  between  Kingston  and  Kesaca, 
and  again  between  Eesa^ca  and  Dalton.  To  cfCect  tlie  first  of  these  ob- 
jects he  purposed  crossing  to  the  north  side  of  the  Coosa  River,  about 
"twelve  miles  below  Kome,  which  is  still  occupied  by  one  division  of  the 
enemy,  and  then  to  cross  the  Oostenaula  about  the  same  distance  above 
that  town.  After  destroying  the  road  as  contemplated,  if  he  could  not 
obtain  the  immediate  surrender  of  Resaca,  commanding  the  railroad 
bridge  over  the  Oostenaula,  he  designed  recrossing  to  the  north  side  on 
his  pontoon  bridge  above  Rome,  moving  thence  to  destroy  the  road  be- 
tween Resaca  and  Dalton.  He  proposed  meanwhile  to  guard  well  the 
crossings  of  the  Coosa  and  Oostenaula  Rivers,  so  as  to  protect  his  right 
flank  and  rear  from  an  attack  by  Sherman. 

Not  being  sufficiently  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  country 
referred  to,  and  not  having  yet  assirmed  command  of  my  new  depart- 
ment, 1  would  not  order,  but  I  advised.  General  Hood  not  to  carry  out 
his  first  project  unless  confident  of  being  able  to  i^ecross  the  Oostenaula 
above  Rome  before  General  Sherman  could  concentrate  superior  forces 
against  him  or  could  endanger  his  comnnmications.  He  readily  assented 
to  this  suggestion.  It  was  also  determined  tliat  as  a  success  was  neces- 
sary to  keep  up  the  present  buoyant  spirit  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  a 
battle  should  not  be  fought  unless  with  positive  advantage  on  our  side 
of  nunjbers  and  position,  or  unless  the  saffety  of  tbe  army  required  it. 
Under  these  circumstances,  being  still  luiprovided  Avith  staff,  baggage, 
and  horses,  which  were  left  in  Virginia  when  I  was  ordered  to  Charles- 
ton, and  wishing  before  assuming  command  to  confer  Avith  Lieut.  Gen. 
Richard  Taylor  relative  to  the  command  of  his. department  and  to  his 
ability  to  co-operate  Avith  General  Hood  in  the  present  campaign  (being 
desiroiis,  moreover,  of  arranging  matters  necessarily  connected  AAiththe 
change  of  base  from  Jonesborough,  Ga.,  to  Jacksonville,  Ala.),  I  repaired 
to  this  iilace  for  the  objects  stated,  hoping  to  be  able  to  return  to  the 
front  in  time  for  a  battle,  should  one  occur;  but  to  be  certain  of  doing 
so,  I  instructed  General  Hood  to  keep  me  advised  of  the  movements  of 
the  enemy.     I  expect,  nevertheless,  to  rejoin  him  in  a  fcAv  days. 

I  desire  that  until  further  notice  all  letters  and  communications 
should  be  addressed  to  me  at  this  place,  whence  they  will  be  forwarded 
to  my  headquarters,  wherever  they  may  be  temporarily  located. 
I  remain,  general,  A'ery  respectfully  your  obedient,  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 

General  S.  Coopek, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Ya. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

In  the  Field,  Gadsden,  Ala.,  October  24,  18CI. 
General  :  I  shall  leave  to-day  about  12  ni.  to  join  General  Hood, 
who  is  now  en  route  to  the  vicinity  of  Guntersville,  on  the  Tennessee 
Eiver.    At  Avhat  time  and  place  the  array  Avill  cross  future  events  will 
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determine.  The  army  of  General  Sherman  is  on  the  roatl  between  Dal- 
ton  and  Gadsden,  and  his  advance  forces  are  about  fifteen  miles  distant 
from  Gadsden. 

In  view  of  the  present  movement  a. change  of  base  has  become  neces- 
sary, and  orders  have  accordingly  been  issued  transferring  it  from 
Jacksonville  to  Tuscumbia,  on  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Eailroad. 
To  secure  our  lines  of  communication  and  an  uninterrupted  source  of 
supplies,  Lieutenant-General  Taylor  has  been  directed  to  place  in  com- 
plete running  order  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  and  the  Memphis  and  Charles- 
ton Eailroads  from  Corinth  to  Tuscumbia,  and  that  all  supplies  and 
troops  for  the  army  be  sent  by  that  route.  He  has  been  directed  to 
garrison  Corinth  and  Bear  Creek  and  protect  the  important  points 
along  these  lines  by  block-houses  and  field-works,  with  one  or  more 
companies  of  infantry  at  each.  Post  officers  have  been  assigned  at 
Tuscumbia,  and  it  has  been  suggested  to  General  Taylor  to  assign 
Brigadier-General  Adams,  now  at  Talladega,  to  the  command  at  Cor- 
inth. 

Major-General  Forrest,  as  soon  as  he  has  executed  his  instructions  in 
the  destruction  of  the  Northwestern  railroad  from  Nashville  to  the 
Tennessee,  has  been  ordered  to  report  immediately  to  General  Hood,  in 
Middle  Tennessee,  for  orders. 

General  Taylor  has  likewise  been  instructed  to  confer  with  their  Ex- 
cellencies Governors  Clark,  of  Mississippi,  and  Watts,  of  Alabama,  in 
order  to  obtain  such  State  troops  and  militia  as  may  be  necessary  to 
secure  and  protect  the  important  points  along  our  railroad  communica- 
tions. The  railroad  from  Memphis  to  Corinth  will  be  destroyed  and 
the  iron  removed  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  our  wants  elsewhere. 
The  road  to  Jacksonville  will  also  be  completed,  but  the  rolling-stock 
will  be  gradually  reduced  to  the  amount  used  therein  prior  to  the  pres- 
ent movement  from  Jonesborougli,  and  transferred  to  such  roads  as 
may  require  it  for  the  exigencies  of  the  army. 

Major-General  Smith,  chief  of  engineers,  has  been  instructed  to  con- 
fer with  General  Taylor  for  the  purpose  of  securing  our  railroad  lines 
by  the  proper  field-works  and  block -houses,  and  also  establish  such 
works  on  the  Tennessee  River  between  Eastport  and  Florence  as  will 
guard  it  against  navigation  by  the  enemy.  To  make  this  the  more 
effectual,  tori)edoes  will  be  placed  at  proper  i)oints.  These  batteries 
will  be  armed  by  20  and  30  pounder  Parrott  and  rifled  guns,  will  pro- 
tect the  torpedoes,  and  effectually  obstruct  the  passage  of  gun-boats. 
The  guns  will  be  protected  by  strong  and  heavy  traverses.  ICvery 
precaution  possible  has  been  taken  to  cover  our  lines  of  communication 
and  render  successful  the  great  object  of  this  camjiaign. 

The  chiefs  of  the  quartermaster's  and  commissary  departments  have 
been  instructed  to  take  all  necessary  and  jiroper  measures  to  send 
stores  and  supplies  to  the  points  above  indicated  and  co-operate  in  the 
movement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter*  addressed  to  General 
Hood  suggesting  the  propriety  of  General  Cheatham  issuing  an  address 
to  the  citizens  of  Tennessee  on  entering  that  State,  setting  forth  that 
he  comes  to  that  State  with  his  corps  and  that  of  Major-General  For- 
rest to  aid  in  their  redemj)tion,  and  calling  upon  them  to  co-operate 
with  him  in  the  destruction  of  the  enemy's  lines  of  communication 
while  the  main  body  of  the  army  is  engaged  in  destroying  his  lines  be- 

*  Memorandum  iuclorsed  on  original  states  that  tlio  inclosure  rcfoiTed  to  did  not 
accompany  this  report.  The  omission  has  been  supplied  from  General  Beauregard's 
military  papers. 
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tween  Chattanooga  and  Atlaiita.  The  object  of  such  an  address  will 
be  to  arouse  the  people  of  that  State  and  distract  the  enemy  as  to  our 
intent  and  aims. 

My  headquarters  for  the  reception  and  appropriate  distribution  of 
papers  has  been  transferred  to  Oxford,  Ala.,  near  Blue  Mountain,  from 
which  point  a  line  of  couriers  will  connect  with  the  army.  Our  move- 
ments after  crossing  the  Tennessee  mil  be  determined  by  those  of  the 
enemy. 

I  trust,  general,  that  we  will  shortly  be  able  to  communicate  to  you 
and  the  country  such  tidings  as  will  redound  to  the  honor  of  our  arms 
and  the  success  of  our  cause. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  j-our  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUllEGAED, 

General. 
General  S.  Coopee, 

Adjutant  and  Imjieetor  General,  Richmond.,  Ya. 

[InnloRuro.J 
HeADQUAETKUS  MlLJTAEY  DIVISION   OV   THE   WEST, 

In  the  Field,  Gadsden,  Ala.,  October  33,  1864. 
Gen.  J.  B.  Hooi), 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

General  :  General  Beauregard  desires  that  you  will  have  prepared 
for  the  signature  of  Major  (Tcneral  Cheatham  an  address  to  the  citizens 
of  Tennessee,  stating  substantially  as  follows : 

That  Cheath.am's  veteran  corps,  in  connection  with  the  gallant  corps 
of  the  chivalrous  Forrest,  has  entered  upon  the  soil  of  Tennessee  to 
enable  her  sons  to  redeem  themselves  from  the  yoke  of  a  vile  oppressor, 
who  has  violated  the  integrity  of  her  independence  by  a  cruel  and  law- 
less invasion  of  her  territory ;  that  he  earnestly  invokes  their  co  oper- 
ation in  the  glorious  work  of  her  redemption ;  that  he  calls  upon  them 
to  give  him  and  his  brave  troops  all  their  aid  in  destroying  effectually 
the  lines  of  the  enemy's  communications  and  breaking  up  his  sources 
of  supplies  while  the  main  body  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee  is  engaged 
in  the  similar  work  of  destruction  from  Atlanta  to  Chattanooga. 

The  general  desires  that  this  address  be  jninted  at  Iluntsville  or 
elsewhere,  if  possible,  and  be  freely  distributed  within  the  enemy's 
lines.  If  it  cannot  be  printed,  let  as  many  copies  as  practicable  be 
manuscripted  and  posted  at  all  prominent  points.  The  above  is  de- 
signed as  merely  indicating  the  character  of  the  address,  leaving  all 
other  matters  to  your  judgment.  It  cannot  be  printed  at  Jacksonville, 
as  first  proposed.  Governor  Uarris  has  not  arrived  at  these  head- 
quarters. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquaetees  Militaey  Division  op  the  West, 

Titscumhia,  Ala.,  November  (!,  1864. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  the  information  of  the  War 
Office  copy  of  a  communication  addressed  to  General  J.  B.  Hood  on  the 
SOtli  ultimo,  asking  a  summary  of  the  operations  of  his  army  from 
Jonesborough,  Ga.,  to  that  date,  and  for  a  statement  of  his  plan  of 
future  operations,  for  the  authorities  at  Richmond,  accompanied  by  his 
reply  on  the  3d  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  his  telegrams  to  the  Govern- 
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ment  during  the  period  referred  to.  1  reue^^■ed  my  request  ou  the  4th 
instant  for  his  plau,  and  on  the  same  day  received  a  reply  stating  that 
it  was  not  possible  for  him  to  furnish  any  plan  of  future  operations,  as 
so  much  must  depend  on  the  movenicuts  of  the  enemy,  the  matter 
having  been  fully  discussed  between  General  Beauregard  and  himself. 
1  forward  copies  of  these  letters  and  their  several  inclosures. 

The  plan  referred  to,  which  was  discussed  aud  approved  on  the  3d 
instant,  subject  to  such  modifications  as  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
might  determine,  was  to  remove  as  soon  as  possible  from  Florence  into 
Middle  Tennessee  toward  Lawrenceburg,  thence  to  Pulaski  or  Colum- 
bia, as  circumstances  might  indicate.  General  Forrest,  with  his  com- 
mand, was  ordered  to  form  a  junction  with  the  Army  of  Tennessee  in 
the  direction  of  Lawrenceburg  or  WajTiesborough,  first,  however,  mak- 
ing a  demonstration  toward  Columbia  to  distract  the  enemy,  then  re- 
ported to  be  advancing  toward  Pulaski  and  Eogersville  fi'om  Nashville 
and  Chattanooga.  Brigadier-General  Jackson,  Avith  two  brigades  of  his 
cavalry  and  one  of  "Wheeler's,  Avas  to  cover  and  sup]iort  the  right  flank 
of  the  army,  while  Brigadier- General  Eoddey,  with  his  command,  Avas  to 
cover  the  line  of  communicatiou  from  TuH(;unibia  to  Corinth,  and  thence 
toward  Meridian.  Major-General  Wheeler,  Avith  his  command,  Avas  to 
guard  the  country  from  Jackson's  right  to  Atlanta. 

The  portable  pontoou  bridge  which  has  been  thrown  across  the  Ten- 
nessee at  Florence  Avill  move  Avith  the  army,  and  will  be  reijlaced  as 
soon  as  practicable  by  a  permanent  iiontoon  bridge  at  the  most  suitable 
point  for  that  object.  Proper  defensive  works  are  now  being  con- 
structed at  Florence  by  Lee's  corps  for  the  protection  of  the  bridge  and 
to  secure  the  recrossing  of  the  army  in  the  CA^eiit  of  disaster.  Various 
points  along  the  river  from  Florence  down  are  being  examined  for 
the  purpose  of  selecting  proper  sites  for  batteries,  strengthened  by  tor- 
pedoes in  the  i-iver,  to  prcA-eut  the  i)assage  of  the  enemy's  gunboats  aud 
transports.  Points  below  Eastport,  Avhere  the  army  may  recross  in  case 
of  necessity,  have  been  ordered  to  be  examined  and  chosen,  the  roads 
to  be  repaired,  and  the  necessary  defensive  Avcnks  constructed.  The 
attention  of  Major-General  Smith,  chief  engineer,  has  been  specially 
directed  to  Savannah,  Clifton,  aud  Decatur,  Tenn.,  as  points  well  suited 
for  the  purposes  indicated. 

In  the  mean  time  minute  and  careful  investigations  have  been  made 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  roads  in  Middle  Tennessee,  aud  also  of  those 
districts  best  able  to  furnish  supplies  of  ])rovisions  and  forage  for  the 
army.  It  is  now  contemplated  that  the  army  will  cross  the  river  and 
take  up  its  liue  of  march  on  the  9th,  Avith  fifteeu  days'  rations.  Lee's 
corps  is  now  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  in  front  of  Florence,  two  di- 
visions being  encamped  ou  Shoal  Creek,  six  or  seven  miles  from  that 

tOAVU. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUKEGAED, 

Goicral. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va. 

[Inclosiirc  ?f  o.  I .] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Tusciimbia,  October  30, 1864. 

General  J.  B.  Hood,  Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee: 

General:  General  Beauregard  desires  that  you  will  forward  him 
for  the  informatioa  of  the  War  Department  a  brief  summary  of  the 
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operations  of  your  army  from  the  date  of  its  departure  from  Jonesbor- 
ough,  Ga.,  to  the  present  time;  also  a  concise  statement  of  your  plans 
of  future  operations,  intended  for  the  same  office. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  WM.  BRENT, 
Asuistant  Adjutant- General. 

[IndoHuro  Xo.  2.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Tiiscit7nbia,  November  3, 1864. 
Col.  George  W.  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Colonel  :  The  army  will  commence  the  movement  into  Tennessee  on 
Saturday  morning  next.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  Major-General 
Forrest  be  informed  of  the  time  and  certainty  of  the  movement.  T  had 
the  honor  to  receive  a  few  days  since  your  letter  asking  for  a  report  of 
the  operations  of  the  army  since  leaving  the  West  Point  and  Atlanta 
Eailroad,  and  regret  that  my  time  has  been  so  much  occupied  and  the 
condition  of  my  health  has  been  siich  that  I  have  been  unable  to  pre- 
pare it.  I  will,  however,  send  you  copies  of  all  my  telegrams  sent  to 
the  Government  during  the  period  referred  to. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  HOOD, 

General. 

[Tnclosurc,  Ko.  3.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Tuscumbia,  November  1, 18(>L 
General  J.  B.  Hood, 

Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee: 

General:  General  Beauregard  directed  me  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  communication  of  the  3d  instant  with  the  copies  of  your 
telegrams  to  the  Goverimient.  He,  however,  expresses  the  hope  tliat 
you  will  soon  be  able  to  comi)ly  with  the  request  contained  in  his  com- 
munication of  the  30th  ultimo.  A  summary  statement  from  your  corps 
commanders  would  answer  the  purjiose.  A  brief  report  of  your  plan  of 
operations  from  tliis  point  [for]  the  information  of  the  Government  he 
deems  important,  an(l  requests  that  you  will  forward  the  same  as  early 
as  practicable.  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  dispatch  sent  on 
yesterday  to  Major-General  Forrest.  He  has  also  been  advised  to-day 
of  your  movement  and  ordered  to  report  to  you. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  WM.  BRENT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Sitb-iiicloKurc] 

Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  November  3, 186i—2  p.  m. 
Miij.  Gen.  N.  B.  Forrest, 

Johnsonville,  Tenn. : 
I  congratulate  you  on  your  brilliant  success.  We  hold  Florence  as  a 
base,  to  operate  in  three  or  four  days  toward  Lawrenceburg  or  Waynes- 
borough.  Meet  us  soon  as  possible  in  direction  of  either  place,  making 
first  a  demonstration  toward  Columbia,  if  practicable,  to  distract  enemy, 
now  supposed  moving  from  Nashville  and  Chattanooga.  Send  up  river 
to  Florence,  if  possible,  any  surplus  captured  supplies. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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[Incloaure  Ko.  4.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Tuscumbia,  November  4,  1864. 
Col.  George  W.  Brent,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Colonel:  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  this  morninj?  inclosing 
a  copy  of  your  telegram  of  yesterday  to  Ma.ior-Geiieral  Forrest.  It  is 
not  possible  for  me  to  furnish  any  plan  of  my  operations  for  the  future, 
as  so  much  must  depend  upon  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  The  mat- 
ter has  been  fully  discussed  between  General  Beauregard  and  myself. 
Inclosed  please  find  a  copy  of  a  telegram*  sent  to  the  War  Department 
this  morning. 

Very  respectfally, 

J.  B.  HOOD, 

General. 


No.  107. 


Beport  of  General  John  B.  Hood,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Army  of 

Tennessee. 

EiCHMOND,  Va.,  February  15, 1865. 
General  :t  A  serious  question  was  now  presented  to  me.  The  enemy 
would  not  certainly  long  remain  idle.  He  had  it  in  his  power  to  con- 
tinue his  march  to  the  south  and  force  me  to  fall  back  on  Alabama  for 
subsistence.  I  could  not  hope  to  hold  my  position.  The  country, 
being  a  plain,  had  not  natural  strength,  nor  was  there  any  advantage- 
ous position  upon  which  I  could  retire;  besides,  the  morale  of  the  army, 
greatly  improved  during  the  operations  around  Atlanta,  had  again  be- 
come impaired  in  consequence  of  the  recurrence  of  retreat,  and  the  army 
itself  decreasing  in  strength  day  by  day.  Something  was  absolutely 
demanded,  and  I  rightly  judged  that  an  advance,  at  all  promising  suc- 
cess, would  go  far  to  restore  its  fighting  spirit.  Thus  I  determined,  on 
consultation  with  the  corps  commanders,  to  turn  the  enemy's  right  flank 
and  attemjrt  to  destroy  his  communications  and  force  him  to  retire  from 
Atlanta.  The  operations  of  the  cavalry  under  Wheeler,  in  Georgia,  and 
under  Forrest,  in  Tennessee,  proved  to  me  conclusively  and  beyond 
a  doubt  that  all  the  cavalry  in  the  service  could  not  permanently  inter- 
rupt the  railroad  communications  in  the  enemy's  rear  sufilciently  to 
cause  him  to  abandon  his  position.  To  accomplish  anything,  therefore, 
it  became  necessary  for  me  to  move  with  my  whole  force.  Causing  the 
iron  to  be  removed  from  the  several  railroads  out  of  Atlanta  for  dis- 
tances of  forty  miles,  and  directing  railroad  stock  to  be  restored  to  the 
West  Point  railroad,  the  movement  to  the  left  toward  that  road  began 
on  the  18th  of  September.  Arriving  at  that  road  the  army  took  posi- 
tion with  the  left  touching  the  Chattahoochee  River  and  covering  that 
road,  where  it  remained  several  days  to  allow  the  accumulation  of  sup- 
plies at  Blue  Mountain  and  a  sufficiency  with  which  to  continue  the 
movement.  On  the  29th  of  September  it  left  its  bivouac,  near  Palmetto, 
Ga.,  with  Jackson's  cavalry  in  front,  Brigadier-General  Iverson  with  his 
command  being  left  in  observation  of  the  enemy  in  and  around  Atlanta, 
and  moving  first  on  the  prolongation  of  its  left  flank  to  the  westward  it 
crossed  the  Chattahoochee  Eiver  the  same  day  on  a  pontoon  bridge  at 
Pumpkin  Town  and  Phillips'  Ferry,  while  our  supplies,  which  we  brought 

*  Not  found  :is  an  inclosnrR,  l)nt  nee.  Hood  to  Secretary  of  War,  November  4,  Part  III. 
t  For  portion  of  report  (here  omitted)  relating  to  the  Atlanta  campaign,  see  Vol. 
XXXVIII,  Part  III,  p.  628. 
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by  wagon  from  jS'ewiian,  Ga.,  crosssed  at  Moore's  Ferry,  where  we  had  con- 
stnicted  a  temporary  trestle  bridge.  As  soon  as  we  crossed  the  river 
the  army  moved  at  once  to  tlie  immediate  vicinity  of  Lost  Mountain, 
reaching  there  on  the  3d  of  October,  our  cavalry  during  the  march  watch- 
ing the  enemy  on  our  front  and  right  flank,  and  occasionally  skirmishing 
with  his  cavalry  along  the  banks  of  South  Water  [Sweet  Water?]  Greek. 

On  the  4th  of  October  Lieutenant-G  eneral  Stewart's  corps,  in  obedience 
to  my  orders,  struck  the  enemy's  railroad  at  Acworth  and  Big  Shanty, 
captured  the  garrisons  at  both  places,  consisting  of  some  400  jmsoners, 
with  some  animals  and  stores. 

Hearing  that  the  enemy  had  a  quantity  of  stores  at  Allatoona,  I  de- 
termined, if  possible,  to  destroy  the  bridge  over  the  Etowah  liiver,  and 
directed  Lieutenant-General  Stewart  to  send  a  division  also  to  Alla- 
toona, instructing  the  officer  in  command  to  destroy  the  railroad  there 
and  take  possession  of  the  place,  if,  in  his  judgment,  when  he  reached 
there,  he  deemed  it  practicable.  Accordingly,  Major-General French  was 
sent,  who  attacked  the  place  early  on  the  morning  of  the  Oth  [5th]  of 
October  and  quickly  carried  the  enemy's  outer  line  of  works,  driving  him 
into  a  redoubt,  and  with  that  exception  carried  the  place.  Just  at  this 
criticaljuncture  he  (General  French)  received  information  which  he  con- 
sidered correct,  but  which  subsequently  proved  false,  that  a  large  body 
of  the  enemy  were  moving  to  cut  him  off  from  the  remainder  of  the 
army,  and  he  immediately  withdrew  his  command  from  the  place  with- 
out having  accomplished  the  desired  object. 

Lieut«nant-General  Stewart's  command  succeeded  in  destroying  com- 
I)letely  some  ten  miles  of  the  railroad.  These  operations  caused  the 
enemy  to  move  his  army,  except  one  «;orps,  from  Atlanta  to  Marietta, 
threatening  an  advance  in  the  direction  of  our  position  at  Lost  Moun- 
tain, but  not  deeming  oui'  army  in  condition  for  a  general  engagement  I 
withdrew  it  on  the  6th  of  October  to  the  westward,  continuing  to  march 
daily,  and  crossed  the  Coosa  River  near  CoosavQle,  and  moved  up  the 
west  bank  of  Oostenaula,  and  striking  the  railroad  again  between  Kesaca 
and  Mill  Creek  Gap,  just  above  Dalton,  on  the  IStli  of  October,  destroy- 
ing the  railroad  from  Eesaca  to  Tunnel  Hill,  capturing  the  enemy's  posts 
at  Tilton,  Dalton,  and  Mill  Creek  Gap,  Avith  about  1,000  prisoners  and 
some  stores.  1  again  withdrew  the  army  from  the  railroad,  moving  from 
theFre]  southwest  toward  Gadsden,  Ala.,  the  enemy  following  and  skir- 
mishing constantly  with  our  cavalry,  then  under  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Wheeler,  who  had  joined  the  army  on  the  march  just  before  it 
crossed  the  Coosa  Eiver. 

The  army  reached  Gadsden,  Ala.,  on  the  20th  of  October,  at  which 
point  General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  commanding  Military  Division  of  the 
West,  joined  us.  It  had  been  my  hope  that  my  movements  would  have 
caused  the  enemy  to  divide  his  forces,  and  that  I  might  gain  an  oppor- 
tunity to  strike  him  in  detail.  This,  however,  he  did  not  do.  He  held 
his  entire  force  together  in  his  pursuit,  with  the  exception  of  the  cori:)S 
which  he  had  left  to  garrison  Atlanta.  The  morale  of  the  army  had 
already  improved,  but  upon  consultation  with  my  corps  commanders  it 
was  not  thought  to  be  yet  in  condition  to  hazard  a  general  engagement 
while  the  enemy  remained  Intact.  I  met  at  this  place  a  thorough  sup- 
ply of  shoes  and  other  stores.  I  determined  to  cross  the  Tennessee 
liiver  at  or  near  Gunter's  Landing  and  strike  the  enemy's  communica- 
tions again  near  Bridgeport,  force  him  to  cross  the  river  al.so  to  obtain 
supplies,  and  thus  we  should  at  least  recover  our  lost  territory.  Orders 
had  been  sent  by  General  Beauregard  to  General  Forrest  to  move  with 
his  cavalry  into  Tennessee.    Unfortunately,  however,  these  orders  4id 
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not  reach  hiin  in  time.  As  I  had  not  a  sufTicieut  cavalry  force  without 
his  to  protect  my  trains  in  Tennessee,  I  Avas  compelled  to  delay  the 
crossing  and  move  farther  down  the  river  to  meet  him. 

The  army  arrived  at  Florence  on  the  31st  of  October.  This  unfor- 
tunate delay  allowed  the  enemy  time  to  rei^air  the  damage  to  his  rail- 
road, and  to  accumulate  at  Atlanta  sufficient  supplies  to  enable  him 
to  return  the  greater  part  of  his  army  to  that  place  and  move  with  it 
through  to  the  Atlantic;  coast.  The  remainder  he  tlirew  across  the 
Tennessee  under  Thomas.  When  our  army  arrived  at  Florence  it  had 
entirely  recovered  from  the  depression  that  frequent  retreats  had  cre- 
ated. The  enemy  having  for  the  first  time  divided  his  forces,!  had  to 
determine  which  of  the  two  parts  to  direct  my  operations  against.  To 
follow  the  forces  about  to  move  through  Georgia  under  Sherman  would 
be  to  again  abandon  the  regained  territory  to  the  forces  under  Thomas, 
with  little  hope  of  being  able  to  reach  the  enemy  in  time  to  defeat  his 
movement,  and  also  to  cause  desertion  and  greatly  impair  the  morale 
or  fighting  spirit  of  the  army  by  what  would  be  considered  a  compul- 
sory retreat.  I  thought  the  alternativ-e  clear  that  I  should  move  upon 
Thomas.  If  I  succeeded  in  beating  him  the  eflect  of  Sherman's  move- 
ment would  not  be  great,  and  I  should  gain  in  men  sufficiently  to  com- 
pensate for  the  damages  he  might  inflict.  If  beaten  I  should  leave  the 
array  in  better  condition  than  it  would  be  if  I  attempted  a  retrograde 
movement  against  Sherman. 

(Jljon  all  these  questions  I  had  a  full  and  free  conference  with  General 
Beauregard  at  Tuscumbia.  General  Beauregard  left  it  optional  with 
me  either  to  divide  the  army,  sending  a  jiart  after  Sliernian  and  to  push 
on  with  the  remainder,  or  to  move  forward  at  once  against  Thomas  with 
the  entire  force.  The  army  I  thought  too  small  to  divide.  I  so  informed 
him,  when  he  directed  me  by  telegraph  to  push  forward  at  once.* 
Itespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  HOOD. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.,  Bichmond,  Va. 


No.  108. 
Journal  of  Brig.  Gen.  Francis  A.  Bhoup.,  C.  H.  Army,  Chief  of  Staff. 

Memoranda  of  daily  movements  and  events  in  Army  of  Tennessee, 
kept  by  Brig.  Gen.  F.  A.  Shoup,  assigned  to  duty  as  chief  of  staff  by 
orders  from  General  Hood,  dated  July  24, 18()4 : 

No  records  were  turned  over  by  former  chief  of  staff;  therefore  the 
records  of  the  office  embrace  only  the  administration  of  General  Shoup. 
*  «  *  »  *  *  * 

September  8, 1864.— This  morning  at  6  o'clock  a  flag  of  truce,  in  charge 
of  Major  Eustis,  assistant  adjutant-general,  went  out  to  try  and  make 
preliminary  arrangements  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  captured  by 
both  armies  during  the  present  cami)aign.  It  will  return  to-morrow. 
Colonels  Watkins,  Palmer,  and  Jones  were  recommended  by  the  gen- 
eral commanding  to  be  made  temi)orary  brigadiers  to  fill  vacancies  in 
Stewart's  corps.    All  quiet  on  the  lines. 

September  9. — The  flag  returned  this  morning  at  an  early  liour. 
Sherman  has  agreed  to  excliange  all  inisoners  on  Jiaud,  tlie  exchange 
to  be  regulated  by  the  stipulations  of  the  old  cartel.    In  a  letter  to  the 

»  For  continuation  of  reiiort,  relating  to  tlio  Nashville  campaign,  seo  Vol.  XLV, 
Parti. 
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general  commanding,  Sherman  says  he  ''  deems  it  to  be  to  the  interest 
of  the  United  States  that  all  citizens  now  residing  in  Atlanta  should 
remove,"  giving  them  the  choice  of  going  north  or  south,  as  they  may 
prefer.  Those  coming  south  will  be  sent  by  the  Federal  authorities  to 
Eough  and  Ready,  where  they  will  be  met  by  our  authorities  and  sent 
to  some  point  on  the  railroad.  The  general  commanding,  in  his  answer 
to  Sherman's  letter,  says  that  "this  unprecedented  measure  transcends 
in  studied  and  ingenious  cmelty  all  acts  ever  before  brought  to  his 
attention  in  the  dark  history  of  war."  The  ilag  went  out  again  this  morn- 
ing to  arrange  for  the  transportation  of  these  unfortunate  exiles.  A 
truce  of  ten  days  will  probably  commence  on  Monday  for  this  purpose. 

September  10. — ^A  dispatch  dated  between  Lawrenceburg,  Tenn.,  and 
Athens,  Ala.,  6th,  via  Corinth,  Miss.,  and  Mobile,  Ala.,  9th,  was  re- 
ceived to-day  from  Major-General  Wheeler,  in  which  he  states  that  he 
had  destroyed  the  bridges  and  railroad  of  the  Nashville  Eailroad  and 
Tennessee  and  Alabama  Eailroad;  altogether  about  fifty  miles  of  both 
roads.  He  had  been  successful  thus  far  in  all  engagements  with  the 
enemy,  and  had  lost  no  prisoners  in  siction.  He  estimates  his  loss  at 
100  killed  and  wounded.  Lieutenant-General  Taylor  telegraphed  from 
Mobile;  reports  that  Randolph's  scouts  report  seven  boats  heavily 
loaded  with  trooi)S,  and  General  Smith  and  staff  on  board,  passed  up 
the  Mississippi  Eiver,  said  to  be  going  to  Nashville.  Nothing  of  inter- 
est has  transpired  in  this  quarter  in  the  last  twenty-four  hours. 

September  11. — In  consequence  of  Sherman's  refusing  to  receive  those 
of  his  men  whose  term  of  service  had  already  expired,  the  negotiations 
have  been  suspended  by  the  commanding  general  to  await  instructions 
irom  Richmond.  Captain  Hill  arrived  at  noon  from  the  enemy's  rear. 
He  reports  his  company  of  dragoons  doing  good  service  in  that  quarter. 
Scouts  report  that  the  enemy  have  sent,  or  are  about  to  send,  two  corps 
to  Virginia.    General  Bragg  has  been  advised  of  this  movement. 

September  12. — To-day  the  removal  of  the  citizens  of  Atlanta  will  com- 
mence. All  the  army  wagons  that  can  be  spared  have  been  sent  to 
Eough  and  Eeady  to  convey  families  to  Lovejoy's,  where  they  will  take 
the  cars  that  are  there  for  that  purpose. 

September  13. — The  refugees  from  Atlanta  are  beginning  to  arrive. 
An  order  was  issued  to-day  from  army  headquarters,  allowing  those 
persons  to  return  within  the  Federal  lines  who  may  have  come  out  on 
business  connected  with  the  removal  of  their  families. 

September  14. — General  Wheeler  is  still  near  Tuscumbia  with  his  com- 
mand, making  the  necessary  preparations  for  another  raid  in  the  enemy's 
rear.  He  will  soon  be  on  the  war-path  again.  President  Davis  was 
advised  to-day  by  the  commanding  general  of  the  importance  of  paying 
this  army  immediately.* 

September  15. — ^The  commanding  general  has  ordered  all  the  white 
teamsters,  except  ordnance,  to  rejoin  their  commands,  and  negroes  to 
be  used  in  their  stead.  Orders  were  sent  General  Wheeler  to-day  to  move 
in  this  direction,  in  accordance  with  i)revious  instructions,  tearing  up 
the  railroad  between  Chattanooga  and  Atlanta,  and  to  join  General 
Jackson  on  the  north  side  of  the  Chattahoochee  Eiver.  General  Lewis 
was  ordered  to  move  with  his  command  to  Newnan,  starting  Sunday 
morning  next. 

September  16. — The  enemy  are  keeping  very  quiet.  Their  pickets  are 
only  one  mile  from  their  lines.  A  lady,  just  in  from  Marietta,  reports 
that  the  Yankees  have  accumulated  a  large  quantity  of  supplies  at  that 

*  General  Shonp  was  relieved  from  duty  as  chief  of  staif  September  14,  but  the 
"  uemurauda  "  were  coutinued  at  Hood's  headquarters. 
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point,  and  that  they  say  they  are  going  to  abandon  the  Nashville  and 
Chattanooga  Eailroad  and  go  to  Mobile.  General  M.  L.  Smith  was 
requested  to  rejoin  General  Hood  as  soon  as  he  had  carried  out  his 
instructions  at  Macon  and  Augusta. 

S&ptemher  17. — ^Brigadier-General  Lewis  was  instructed  to  be  at  New- 
nan  with  his  command  on  Monday  morning,  and  report  to  Brigadier- 
General  Jackson,  commanding  division  of  cavalry.  No  scout  leijorts 
to-day.    All  quiet. 

September  18. — General  Wheeler  was  instructed  to  join  the  left  of  this 
army  without  delay,  and  take  position  on  the  north  side  of  the  Ghatta- 
hoo(!hee  River,  The  army  took  up  line  of  march  this  morning,  leaving 
the  Macon  raikoad  and  moving  toward  the  West  Toint  railroad. 

September  19. — The  advance  of  the  army  arrived  on  the  West  Point 
railroad  this  morning.  Army  headquarters  at  Palmetto.  General 
Bragg  advised  of  the  present  position  of  this  army,  and  some  sugges- 
tions made  by  the  connnanding  general. 

September  20. — ^The  army  is  taking  i)osition  on  the  line,  the  right  east 
of  the  West  Point  railroad  and  the  left  resting  on  the  Chattahoochee 
River.  The  telegraph  wire  and  railroad  iron  between  Lovejoy's  and 
Griffin,  on  Macon  railroad,  and  the  iron  above  Newnan  on  West  Point 
railroad,  also  on  the  Georgia  railroad  between  Oconee  Eiver  and  Stone 
Mountain,  have  been  ordered  to  be  taken  up  at  once  and  saved  for 
future  use. 

September  21. — The  army  are  now  busy  throwing  up  field-works.  They 
aje  in  excellent  spirits,  owing  to  the  movement  in  this  direction.  Every 
effort  is  being  made  by  the  commanding  general  to  supply  the  whole 
army  with  shoes,  which  they  are  very  much  in  need  of  at  present. 

September  22. — The  ten  days'  truce  expired  yesterday.  Major  Clare 
and  escort  have  returned.  They  report  a  vast  amount  of  suffering 
among  the  refugees,  who  have  come  south.  A  large  number  of  them 
are  still  at  different  stations  on  the  railroad,  without  any  shelter  or  any 
one  to  provide  for  them. 

September  23. — Our  scouts  report  the  enemy  very  quiet. 

September  24. — Every  effort  is  being  made  to  supply  the  troops  with 
shoes  and  clothing.     Quiet  prevails. 

September  25. — ^President  Davis,  accompanied  by  two  of  his  aides- 
de-camp,  arrived  at  these  headquarters  about  3  p.  m.  Major-General 
Elzey  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  artillery  of  this  army.  lie 
took  command  to-day. 

September  26. — The  President  and  General  Hood,  with  their  re- 
spective staffs,  rode  out  to  the  front  to-day,  and  were  enthusiastically 
received  by  the  troops.  At  8  p.  in.  the  President  was  serenaded  by 
the  Twentieth  Louisiana  band,  and  upon  being  called  upon  he  deliv- 
ered a  short  and  spirited  speech.  The  assemblage  manifested  by  their 
loud  and  continued  cheering  that  they  would  support  him  in  the  re- 
marks lie  made.  General  Hood  was  called  upon  and  delivered  a  short 
address  to  the  point.  Speeches  were  made  by  General  Howell  Cobb 
and  Governor  Harris. 

September  57. — The  President  and  suite  left  at  G  p.  m.  for  Mont- 
gomery. General  Forrest  captured  the  garrison  at  Athens,  Ala.,  on 
the  24th.  Some  1,300  men  and  officers,  500  horses,  50  wagons  and 
teams,  and  two  trains  of  cars  loaded  with  quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary stores. 

September  28.-^'Bj  order  of  President  Davis,  Lieutenaut-General 
Hardee  was  relieved  of  duty  in  this  army  and  department  and  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  Department  of  South  Carolina  and  Florida. 
The  army  is  under  marching  orders  and  will  move  to-morrow. 
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S&ptemher  29. — Headquarters  left  Palmetto  at  12  m.,  and  camijed  at 
Pray's  Cliurcli  at  night,  several  hours  in  advance  of  the  army.  Crossed 
the  Chattahoochee  lliver  at  5  p.  m. 

September  30.- — Army  all  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  Eiver.  Jack- 
son's cavalry  left  Pray's  Church  at  7  a.  m.  Army  headquarters  moved 
at  1  p.  m.,  and  halted  near  Dark  Corner,  eight  miles  from  Pray's 
Church. 

October  1. — The  army  is  in  bivouac  in  front  of  tins  jdace  (Dark  Corner) ; 
Jackson's  cavalry  are  at  Powder  Springs,  lie  lias  deta<;hed  a  force 
and  sent  them  to  operate  on  Atlanta  and  Chattanooga  Eailroad  in  the 
vicinity  of  Marietta.  Firing  lias  been  heard  in  that  direction  to-day. 
From  infonnation  received  "we  learn  that  Kilpatrick's  command  i»s  on 
this  side  of  the  river.  Garrard's  (Yankee)  cavalry  has  gone  up  the 
Chattanooga  railroad  in  the  direction  of  Kome,  Ga. 

October  2. — Tlie  army  moved  from  Dark  Corner  at  9  a.  m.  Head- 
quarters arrived  at  Flint  Hill  Cluirch  at  5  p.  m.,  and  camped  for  the 
night. 

October  3. — In  accordance  with  orders,  from  the  commanding  general, 
Stewart's  corjis  took  up  line  of  inarcli  from  Big  Shanty  at  an  early  hour 
this  morning.  General  Stewart  Avas  instructed  to  move  with  his  whole 
corj)s  against  Big  Shanty,  and,  if  possible,  to  take  possession  of  that 
idace,  and  to  detach  a  force  to  take  possession  of  Acworth.  Army 
headquarters  moved  from  Flint  Hill  Church  at  10  a.  m.,  and  went  into 
camp  at  Carley's  house,  [within]  four  miles  of  Lost  Mountain,  at  3  p.  m. 

October  4. — After  a  slight  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  General 
Stewart  took  possession  of  Big  Shanty  (capturing  some  175  men)  at 
3.30  p.  m.  yesterday.  At  9.30  a.  m.  the  garrison  at  Acworth  surrendered 
to  Major-General  Loring,  nmnbering  iiSO  officers  and  men.  Major- 
General  French  Avas  moving  on  AUatoona  at  4  p.  ni.  this  evening,  where 
the  enemy  have  a  large  supply  of  provisions  guarded  by  two  or  three 
regiments.    Army  hea<lquarters  are  still  at  Carley's  house. 

October  5. — Lieutenant-General  Stewart  returned  Avith  all  of  his  corps 
(except  French's  division)  this  morning.  He  left  French's  division  on 
the  railroad,  with  instructions  to  take  possession  of  AUatoona,  if  pos- 
sible. That  officer  made  an  assault  on  that  place  at  10  a.  m.this  morn- 
ing, ca])turing  a  portion  of  the  works.  Just  at  that  juncture  he  was 
informed  that  he  would  be  cut  off  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy,  then 
advancing,  if  he  remained  any  longer  at  that  place.  He  accordingly 
withdrew  his  troops,  and  is  now  on  the  way  to  join  the  army  at  this 
point.  He  reports  his  loss  heavy ;  many  valuable  officers  wounded  The 
army  is  under  marching  orders,  and  will  move  at  an  early  hour  to-mor- 
row morning. 

October  6. — ^We  abandoned  oiir  position  in  front  of  Lost  Mountain  at 
an  early  hour  this  morning,  and  arrived  at  Dallas  at  2  p.  m.,  the  line 
extending  to  New  Hope  Church.  Army  headquarters  was  established  at 
the  time  being  at  Dallas  at  1  ]).  m.  Army  is  under  marching  orders  to 
move  in  the  morning.  Enemy,  0,000  or  7,000  str<«)g  (infantry,  artillery, 
and  cavalry),  reported  advancing  from  direction  of  Lost  Mountain. 

October  7. — Left  Dallas  at  8  a.  m.  and  arrived  at  Van  Wert  at  2  i».  m. 
Army  will  move  forward  in  the  morning. 

October  8. — The  army  left  Van  Wert  at  8  a.  m.  and  reached  Cedar- 
town,  distant  thirteen  miles,  at  2  p.  m.  The  army  will  move  in  light 
marching  order,  between  the  hours  of  10  a.  m.  and  12  m.  Major-Geu- 
eral  Wheeler  returned  to-day  with  a  portion  of  his  command. 

October  9. — Took  up  line  of  march  at  12  m.  and  arrived  at  Cave 
Spring  at  2  p.  m. 
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October  10. — General  Hood's  lieadqnaiters  for  the  iiiyiit  at  Coosa- 
ville,  ten  miles  southwest  of  liome,  Ga. 

October  11. — General  Hood's  headquarters  for  the  night  at  Armu- 
ehee  Post-Office,  fourteen  miles  above  Coosaville,  ten  miles  northwest 
of  Rome,  Ga. 

October  12. — Headquarters  at  Sugar  Valley  rost-Oflice,  eighteen  miles 
from  Armuchee. 

October  13. — Demanded  surrender  of  Dalton,  Ga.,  which  was  at  first 
refused,  afterward  acceded  to,  about  4  p.  m.  Headquarters  for  the 
night  at  Dalton.    Major  Falconer  wounded  on  Mill  Creek. 

October  14. — Headquarters  Villanow,  fifteen  miles  from  Dalton. 

October  15  and  16. — Headquarters  at  cross-roads,  nine  miles  south  of 
La  Fayette. 

October  17. — Headquarters  three  miles  from  the  forks  of  Alijine  and 
Gaylesville  and  Alpine  and  Summerville  roads. 

October  18. — Headquarters  half  a  mile  froui  Little  liiver,  near  Major 
Daniels'. 

October  19. — Headquarters  fourteen  miles  from  Gadsden,  Ala. 

October  20-21. — Headquarters  Gadsden,  Ala.  On  the  iilst  an  issue 
of  shoes  and  clothing  was  made  to  the  army. 

October  22. — Headquarters  three  miles  and  a  half  west  of  Bennettsville. 

October  23. — Headquarters  Brooksville. 

October  24. — Left  Brooksville  at  7  a.  m.,  taking  the  right-hand 
road  leading  to  Somerville,  Ala.  Marched  to  Blue  Creek  Church,  Mor 
gan  County,  twenty- two  miles,  where  headquarters  for  the  night  were 
established,  nine  miles  from  Somerville.  Stewart's  corps  camped  on 
same  road,  the  head  of  the  column  resting  two  miles  in  advance  of  Gen- 
eral Hood's  headquarters.  Lee's  corj)s  went  into  cam])  in  rear  of  Stew- 
art.   Cheatham's  corps  took  tlie  left-hand  road  at  Brooksville. 

October  25. — Arrived  at  Somerville  at  11  ii.  m.,  and  established  head- 
quarters. Stewart's  corps  camped  immediately  around  town.  Wal- 
thall's and  Loring's  divisions  on  the  Somerville  and  Decatur  road  and 
French's  division  on  the  east  side.  Lee's  corps  occujjied  the  same  camp 
near  Blue  Spring  Church  that  Stewart's  corps  occupied  last  uiglit. 
Cheatham's  corps  camiied  about  two  miles  west  of  town  on  tlie  Cedar 
Plains  road. 

October  26. — Moved  from  Somerville  at  9  a.  m.  on  Somerville  and  De- 
catur road  to  Mr.  Scruggs'  hotise,  four  nules  from  JJccatur,  thence 
across  to  Decatur  and  Danville  road.  Headquarters  established  about 
7  p.  m.  at  house  of  General  Garth,  two  miles  from  Decatur.  Cheatham's 
corps  marched  on  Danville  road  and  camped  two  miles  and  a  half  from 
Decatur.  Stewart's  corps  marched  on  the  Decatur  and  Somerville  road 
and  bivouacked  in  front  of  town  of  Decatur.  General  Lee's  corps 
marched  through  Somerville,  and  camped  four  miles  beyond  that  place 
on  Decatur  rofid. 

October  27. — Headquarters  at  General  Garth's  house.  General  Cheat- 
ham's corps  moved  into  ])osition  in  front  of  Decatur.  General  Lee 
marched  on  Courtland  road  to  McDaniel's  Mill.  General  Beauregard 
arrived  at  army  headquarters  from  Gadsden. 

October  28. — Headquarters  at  General  Garth's  house.  Lee's  corps 
marched  from  McDaniel's  Mill  to  within  three  miles  of  Courtland. 
Stewart  and  Cheatham  near  Decatur. 

October  29. — Headquart^^ers  moved  from  General  Garth's  house  near 
Decatur  to  Courtland.  Lee's  corps  marched  to  Leighton  Post4)ffice, 
thirteen  miles  from  Courtland.  Stewart's  corps  marched  from  Decsatur 
to  a  point  three  miles  from  Courtland,  Cheatham  following  Stewart's 
corps. 
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October  30. — Headquarters  moved  from  Courtland  to  Tuscumbia. 
Lee's  corps  marched  from  Leighton  to  Tennessee  River  opposite 
Florence,  crossed  a  portion  of  command  and  occujiied  town  of  Florence. 
Stewart's  corps  marched  on  Tuscumbia  road  near  Leighton,  Cheat- 
ham's corps  following. 

October  31. — Headquarters  at  Tuscumbia  and  Lee's  corps  in  position 
on  both  sides  of  Tennessee  River  at  Florence.  Johnson's  division  in 
occupation  of  the  toAvn.  Stewart's  and  Cheatham's  corps  camped  in 
vicinity  of  Tuscumbia. 

November  1. — Headquarters  atTuscumbia.  Stewart's  and  Cheatham's 
corps  occupied  their  respective  camps  of  the  night  before.  Clayton's 
division,  of  Lee's  corps,  crossed  the  Tennessee  to-day.  Stevenson's 
division  not  yet  crossed. 

November  2. — Headquarters  Tuscumbia. 

November  3. — Headquarters  Tuscumbia. 

November  4. — Headquarters  Tuscumbia. 

November  5. — Headquarters  Tuscumbia. 

November  6. — Headquarters  Tuscumbia.    General  Lee  was  directed 
■  to  move  back  from  Shoal  Creek  to  Florence,  making  Armstrong  cover 
his  front. 

November  7. — Headquarters  atTuscumbia.  Wheeler  reports  Thomas 
and  Garrard's  cavalry  moving  after  this  army. 

November  8. — Headquarters  Tuscumbia.  General  Cheatham  was 
directed  to  move  with  his  coips  to  Tennessee  River,  and,  if  possible,  to 
cross  this  evening. 

November  9. — Headquarters  Tuscumbia.  Army  headquarters  will 
move  to  Florence  to-morrow.  In  consequence  of  heavy  rain,  (Jeneral 
Cheatham's  corps  did  not  march  yesterday,  but  will  move  to-morrow. 

November  10. — There  was  a  break  in  the  pontoon  bridge  last  evening, 
which  will  delay  the  operations  of  the  army  for  a  day  or  two.  Army 
headquarters  moved  from  Tuscumbia  at  9  a.  m.  The  pontoon  boats  at 
Corinth  are  ordered  up  immediately. 

November-  11. — Army  headquarters  were  established  last  afternoon 
one  mile  south  Tennessee  River,  near  Florence. 

November  12. — The  rei)airs  on  the  pontoon  bridge  were  finished  this 
evening  and  it  is  now  in  good  condition.  Scouts  report  the  enemy 
evacuated  Rome  and  destroyed  all  their  supplies  and  the  railroad  from 
that  place  to  Kingston. 

November  13. — Army  headquarters  were  established  at  Florence  on 
the  north  side  of  Tennessee  River  at  10  a.  m.  Cheatham's  corps,  with 
artillery,  wagon  trains,  &c.,  crossed  the  river  during  the  day  and  went 
into  camp  on  Waynesborough  road. 

November  14. — Army  headquarters  at  Florence.  General  Forrest  ar- 
rived here  this  morning  and  was  serenaded  by  the  Tennesseeans  in  the 
evening,  to  which  he  responded  in  a  very  encouraging  speech.  General 
Hood  also  made  some  remarks.  Stewart's  corps  has  not  yet  crossed  the 
river.    The  supply  train  and  cattle  have  been  crossing  to-day. 


No.  109. 
Itinerary  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee.* 

September  29, 1864. — Army  of  Tennessee  left  Palmetto  and  crossed  the 
Chattahoochee  River.  Lee's  and  Stewart's  corps  at  Pumpkin  Town,  and 
Cheatham's  corps  at  Phillii)s'  Ferry.    That  night  the  army  bivoua<!ked 

*Kept  by  Col.  Edwiu  J.  Harvie,  assistant  iuspoctor-general,  C.  S.  Anny. 
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near  Pray's  Cliurch,  where  General  Hood's  headquarters  were.  We 
found  General  Jackson's  cavalry  already  there. 

September  30. — Left  Pray's  Church  and  encamped  near  Dark  Corner. 
Eemaiued  there  the  next  day. 

October  5.— Came  to  Flint  Hill. 

October  3. — Encamped  at  Carley's,  on  Dallas  and  Marietta  road.  That 
evening  Stewart  struck  railroad  with  his  corps,  Third  Division,  and 
broke  it  up  from  near  Harrison's  Station  to  beyond  Acworth,  which  lat- 
ter i)lace  capitulated  about  9.30  o'clock  on  the  4th  of  October.  French 
Avent  on  to  AUatoona  with  his  division;  attacked  ))lacc  (October  5|; 
lost  men  and  ofiScers;  not  successful.  Stewart  (;aptured  about  3G0  men 
on  the  exjiedition ;  was  a  success.  We  lay  quiet  about  Lost  Mountain 
on  the  5th  of  October. 

October  G. — Moved  to  Dallas.  General  Hood's  headquarters  here, 
Lee's  at  Dallas,  Cheatham's  at  Parsons,  Stewart's  at  New  Hope  Church. 
All  well  thus  far. 

October  9. — Moved  from  Cedartown  to  Cave  Spring. 

October  10. — Moved  to  Coosaville;  left  wagon  trains  here. 

October  11. — Moved  to  Armuchee  Post-OiWce  and  encamped  for  the 
niglit. 

October  12. — Moved  to  Sugar  Valley  Post-Office.  Cheatham  encamped 
here,  Stewart  north  of  llesaca  on  the  railroad,  Lee  .about  Kesaca.  A 
few  heavy  guns  heard  to-day. 

October- 13. — Moved  to  Dalton.  Demanded  the  surrender  of  the  place, 
which  was  refused,  but  afterward  acceded  to.  Captured  2  negro  reg- 
iments, numbering  about  GOO  men,  and  three  companies  of  white  troops 
(about  200),  some  horses,  and  a  number  of  quartermaster's,  commissary, 
and  ordnance  stores.  Tilton  was  surrendered  to  Lieutenant-Geueral 
Stewart  with  about  300  men.  A  small  block-house,  garrisoned  by  some 
sixty  men,  at  Mill  Creek  Gap  refused  to  surrender,  and  fired  upon  the 
flag  of-truce  officer;  afterward  it  surrendered.  Troops  bivouacked  on 
the  railroad,  tearing  it  up  fi-om  Tunnel  Hill  to  Kesaca;  also  a  portion  of 
the  Cleveland  railroad. 

October  14. — Moved  to  Villanow. 

October  15. — Moved  and  encamped  on  the  Summerville  road  nine 
miles  from  La  Fayette. 

October  16. — Did  not  move  to-day. 

October  17. — Encamped  to-night  on  the  Gaylesville  and  Alpine  road 
two  miles  and  a  half  from  Alpine. 

October  18. — Moved;  encamped  to-night  six  miles  from  Blue  Pond. 

October  19. — Encamped  to-night  on  the  Gadsden  road. 

October  20. — Encamped  at  Gadsden. 

October  21. — Remained  in  camp. 

October  22. — Left  Gadsden  at  2  o'clock,  traveled  aboiit  twelve  miles, 
and  encamped  for  the  night. 

October  23. — Moved  to  Brooksville,  Ala. 

October  24. — Moved  to  within  nine  miles  of  Somerville. 

October  25. — Moved  to  Somerville. 

October  26. — Moved  to  within  one  mile  of  Decatur. 

October  27  and  28. — Did  not  move. 

October  29. — Moved  to  Courtland. 

October  30. — Moved  to  Tuscumbia. 

October  31.— mil]  at  Tuscumbia.  Cheatham  and  Stewart  here;  Lee 
at  Florence. 

Noveniber  1  to  10. — Remained  in  camp ;  raining  most  all  the  time. 
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November  10. — Moved  to  within  half  a  mile  of  South  Florence  and 
went  into  camp. 
Novemher  13. — Crossed  the  Tennessee  and  camped  at  Florence. 


No.  no. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Stephen  I).  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  army 

eorpn. 

Columbus,  Miss.,  January  30,  1865. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  offer  the  following  as  my  official  report 
of  the  operations  of  my  corps  during  the  offensive  movement  commenc- 
ing at  Palmetto  Station,  Ga.,  September  29,  1864: 

it  is  impracticable  now,  in  consequence  of  the  movement  of  troops 
and  my  temporary  absence  from  the  army  to  obtain  detailed  reports 
from  my  division  commanders. 

As  a  corps  connnander  I  regarded  tlie  morale  of  the  army  greatly 
impaired  after  the  fall  of  Atlaiita,  and,  in  fact,  before  its  fall  the  troops 
were  not  by  any  means  in  good  spirits.  It  was  my  observation  and  be- 
lief that  the  majority  of  the  oflicers  and  men  were  so  impressed  with  the 
idea  of  their  inability  to  carry  even  temporary  breast-works  that,  when 
orders  were  given  for  attack  and  there  was  a  probability  of  encounter- 
ing works,  they  regarded  it  as  recklessness  in  the  extreme.  Being  im- 
pressed with  these  convictions  they  did  not  generally  move  to  the  at- 
tack with  that  spirit  Avhich  nearly  always  insures  success.  Whenever 
the  enemy  changed  his  position  temporary  works  could  be  improvised 
in  less  than  two  hours,  and  he  could  hever  be  caught  without  them.  In 
making  these  observations,  it  is  due  to  many  gallant  officers  and  com- 
mands to  state  that  there  were  noticeable  exceptions,  but  the  feeling 
was  so  general  that  anything  like  a  general  attack  was  jjaralyzed  by  it. 
The  army  having  constantly  yielded  to  the  iiank  movements  of  the  enemy, 
which  he  could  make  with  but  little  difficulty  by  reason  of  his  vastly 
superior  numbers,  and  having  failed  in  the  offensive  movements  under- 
taken prior  to  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  its  efficiency  for  fuither  retarding  the 
progress  of  the  enemy  was  much  impaired,  and  besides,  the  advantages 
in  the  topography  of  the  country  south  of  Atlanta  were  much  more  favor- 
able to  the  enemy  for  the  movements  of  his  superior  numbers  than  the 
rough  and  mountainous  country  already  yielded  to  him.  In  view  of 
these  facts  itwas  my  opinion  that  thearmy  should  take  up  theoffensive, 
with  the  hope  that  favorable  opportunities  would  be  offered  for  striking 
the  enemy  successfully,  thus  insuring  the  efficiency  of  the  army  for 
future  operations.  These  opinions  were  freely  expressed  to  the  command- 
ing general. 

My  corps  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  Eivcr  on  September  29,  and  on 
October  3,  1804,  took  position  near  Lost  Mountain  to  cover  the  move- 
ment of  Stewart's  corps  on  the  railroad  at  Big  Shanty  and  Allatoona. 

On  October  (i  I  left  my  position  near  Lost  Mountain,  marching  via 
Dallas  and  Cedartowu,  crossing  the  Coosa  River  at  Coosaville  October 
10,  and  moved  on  liesaca,  partially  investing  the  place  by  4  p.  m.  on 
October  12.  The  surrender  of  the  place  was  demanded  in  a  written 
communication,  which  was  in  my  possession,  signed  by  General  Hood. 
The  commanding  officer  refused  to  surrender.  As  he  could  have  easily 
escaped  fi-om  the  forts  with  his  forces  and  crossed  the  Oostenaula  River, 
I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  assault  the  works,  which  were  strong  and 
well  manned,  believing  that  our  loss  would  have  been  severe. 
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The  main  object  of  appearing  before  Eesaca  being  accomplished, 'and 
finding  that  Sherman's  main  army  was  moving  from  the  direction  of 
Eome  and  Adairsville  toward  Eesaca,  I  withdrew  from  before  the  place 
to  Snake  Creek  Gap  about  midday  on  the  13th.  The  enemy  made  his 
appearance  at  the  gap  on  the  14th  in  large  force,  and  on  thelSth  it  was 
evident  that  his  force  amounted  to  several  cori)s. 

Several  severe  skirmishes  took  place  on  the  15th,  in  which  Deas'and 
Brantly's  brigades,  of  Johnson's  division,  weie  principally  engaged. 
This  gap  was  held  by  my  command  until  the  balance  of  the  army  had 
passed  through  Mattox's  Gap,  when  I  followed  with  the  corps  through 
the  latter. 

The  army  moved  to  Gadsden,  Avhere  my  corps  arrived  on  October  21. 
At  this  point  clothing  was  issued  to  the  troops,  and  the  army  commenced 
its  march  toward  the  Tennessee.  My  corps  rea<!hed  the  vicinity  of 
Leighton,  in  the  Tennessee  Valley,  October  29.  Stewart's  and  Cheat- 
ham's coT\)s  were  then  in  front  of  Decatur. 

On  the  night  of  the  29th  I  received  orders  to  cros§  the  Tennessee  Eiver 
at  Florence,  Ala.  By  means  of  pontoon  boats  two  brigades  of  Johnson's 
division  were  thrown  across  the  river  two  miles  and  a  half  above  South 
Florence,  and  Gibson's  brigade,  of  Clayton's  division,  was  crossed  at 
South  Florence.  The  enemy  occupied  Florence  with  about  1,000  cavalry, 
and  had  a  strong  picket  at  the  old  railroad  bridge.  The  crossing  at  this 
point  was  handsomely  executed  and  with  much  spirit  by  Gibson  with 
his  brigade  of  Louisianiaus,  under  the  direction  of  Major-General  Clay- 
ton, under  cover  of  several  batteries  of  artillery.  The  distance  across 
the  river  was  about  1,000  yards.  The  troops  landed,  and,  after  forming, 
charged  the  enemy  and  drove  him  from  Florence.  The  crossing  was 
sijirited  and  reflected  much  credit  on  all  engaged  in  it.  Maj.  Gen.  Ed. 
Johnson  experienced  considerable  trouble  in  crossing  his  two  brigades 
because  of  the  extreme  difficulty  of  managing  the  boats  in  the  shoals. 
He  moved  ft'om  the  north  bank  of  the  river  late  in  the  evening  with  one 
brigade  (Sharp's,  Mississippi),  and  encountered  the  enemy  on  the  Flor- 
ence and  HuntsviUe  road  about  dark.  A  spirited  afl'air  took  place,  in 
which  the  enemy  were  defeated,  with  a  loss  of  about  40  killed,  wounded, 
and  prisoners.  The  enemy  retreated  during  the  night  to  Shoal  Creek, 
about  nine  miles  distant.  The  remainder  of  Johnson's  and  Clayton's 
divisions  were  crossed  on  the  night  of  the  30th  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  31st.     Stevenson's  division  was  crossed  on  November  2.* 

To  my  division  commanders — Stevenson,  Johnson,  and  Clayton — I  am 
indebted  for  the  most  valuable  services.  They  were  always  zealous  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Although  it  is  my  desire  to  do  so,  I  cannot  now  allude  to  the  many 
conspicuous  acts  of  gallantry  exhibited  by  general,  field,  and  company 
officers,  and  by  different  commands.  It  is  my  intention  to  do  so  in  future 
when  detailed  reports  are  received. 

To  the  officers  of  my  jjersonal  staff,  and  also  of  the  corps  staff,  I  am 
indebted  for  valuable  services.    They  were  always  at  their  posts  and 
ready  to  respond  to  the  call  of  duty. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

S.  D.  LEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  P.  Mason, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Army  of  Tennessee. 


*F()r  i)ortiou  of  report  (here  omitted),  relating  to  tlie  Nashville  campaign,  see 
Vol.  XLV,  Part  1. 
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No.  111. 

Report  of  Lieut.   Gen.  Alexander  P.  Stewart^  C.  8.  Army,  commanding 

army  corps. 

Hdqrs.  Stewakt's  Cokps,  Akmy  of  Tennkssee, 

Ifear  Tupelo,  Miss.,  January  HO,  1865. 

SiE:  The  following  brief  outline  of  tlie  oijerations  of  this  corps  from 
September  29, 1864,  to  the  close  of  the  campaign  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. It  is  necessarily  au  imperfect  report,  being  made  atthe  request 
of  the  commanding  general  witliout  the  aid  of  the  reports  of  subordinate 
commanders : 

Crossing  the  Chattahoochee  at  Pumpkin  Town,  September  29,  we 
camped  the  night  of  October  2  within  a  few  miles  of  Lost  Mountain. 
The  next  morning  (Monday,  the  3d),  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
commanding  general,  we  marched  to  strike  the  railroad  at  Big  Shanty, 
Armstrong's  brigade«ft  cavalry  joining  us  at  Lost  Mountain,  and  taking 
post  between  Big  Slianty  and  Marietta  to  cover  our  work  of  destroying 
the  railroad.  Arriving  near  Big  Shanty  in  the  afternoon,  Featherston's 
brigade,  of  Loring's  division,  was  formed  in  line,  with  skirmishers  in 
front,  and  moved  forward  on  the  village.  Tlie  small  force  of  the  enemy 
took  refuge  in  the  depot,  wliich  wasloop-holed.  After  the  exchange  of  a 
few  shots  and  a  small  lossin  killed  and  wounded  they  surrendered — some 
100  or  more.  Loring's  division  then  moved  direct  to  Acworth,  where  a 
few  hundred  prisoners  were  taken  next  morning.  Beynolds'  brigade, 
of  Walthall's  division,  carried  Moon's  Station,  between  Big  Shanty  and 
Acworth,  taking  some  hundred  prisoners,  and  by  3  p.  m.  of  the  4th  the 
railroad  was  effectually  torn  up,  the  ties  burned,  and  rails  bent  for  a 
distance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles.  This  work,  the  capture  of  some  600 
prisoners,  and  a  few  killed  and  wounded,  was  effected  with  a  loss  of  not 
more  than  12  or  15,  mostly  wounded. 

In  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  commanding  general,  French's 
division  was  started  to  Allatoona,  and  with  the  other  two  1  moved  back 
to  Lost  Mountain.  Reports  have  already  been  forwarded  of  the  heroic 
but  fruitless  attack  made  by  French's  division  on  the  enemy's  position 
at  Allatoona. 

Moving  with  the  rest  of  the  army  at  11  p.  m.  October  12,  after  a  march 
that  day  of  near  thirty  miles,  this  cori)s  reached  the  railroad  some  mile 
and  a  half  or  two  miles  above  Eesaca,  and  immediately  went  to  work  to 
destroy  the  road.  By  night  of  the  13th  the  road  was  effectually  de- 
stroyed to  within  a  few  miles  of  Dalton,  and  with  it  a  vast  quantity  of 
cross-ties  and  bridge  timbers.  A  working  party  of  the  enemy,  con- 
sisting of  70  or  80  men,  their  tools,  wagons,  and  work  oxen  were  taken, 
and  block-house  at  Tilton,  with  some  300  men,  captured.  These  captures 
were  made  by  French's  division,  Selden's  battery,  of  Walthall's  division, 
reducing  the  block-hoiise. 

We  next  encountered  the  enemy  at  Decatur,  Ala.,  toward  the  end  of 
October,  driving  in  his  pickets  and  skirmishing  for  a  day  or  two,  with  a 
loss  of  some  135  men,  but  making  no  serious  attack  on  his  strongly  in- 
trenched position ,  Leaving  this  place,  we  moved  to  Tuscumbia,  whence, 
after  a  delay  of  three  weeks,  we  marched  for  Tennessee.* 

I  deem  it  proper  to  say  that  after  the  fall  of  Atlanta  the  condition  of 
the  army  and  other  considerations  rendered  it  necessary,  in  my  judg- 

*  For  portion  of  report  (here  omitted),  relating  to  the  Nashville  campaign,  see 
Vol.  XLV,  Part  I. 
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ment,  that  an  offensive  campaign  should  be  made  in  the  enemy's  rear 
and  on  his  line  of  communications.  It  is  not  my  purpose,  nor  does  it 
pertain  to  me,  to  explain  the  reasons  which  prompted  the  campaign,  but 
simply  to  express  my  concurrence  in  the  views  which  determined  the 
operations  of  the  army. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  P.  STEWART, 

Lieutenant-  General, 
Col.  A.  P.  Mason, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  112. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  G.  French,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  divis- 
ion. 

Headquarters  French's  Division, 

On  the  March,  October  8, 1864. 
General:  Pursuant  to  the  orders  received  on  the  4tli  instant  I 
moved  with  my  division  from  Big  Shanty  to  fill  up  the  railroad  cut  at 
Allatoona.  Before  leaving  Big  Shanty  it  was  reported  that  the  cut  at 
the  depot  was  fortified  and  held  by  the  enemy  with  three  regiments, 
guarding  stores  of  the  enemy  accumulated  there.  I  arrived  near  the 
cut  on  the  following  morning  about  3  a.  m.,  left  one  regiment  and  one 
piece  of  artillery  at  Allatoona  Creek  to  capture  the  garrison  there 
and  burn  the  bridge,  placed  the  eleven  guns  in  position,  supported 
by  two  regiments,  and  moved  on  with  the  remainder  of  tlie  division  to 
surround  the  enemy's  works.  Owing  to  the  darkness  and  the  immense 
rugged  hills,  and  the  guide  getting  lost,  had  to  halt  till  daylight. 
Got  the  troops  in  position  about  9  a.  m.,  and  at  10  commenced  the  at- 
tack. At  12.15  was  informed  the  enemy's  infantry  was  moving  on  the 
railroad  and  entering  Big  Shanty  at  9  a.  m.,  and  that  his  cavalry  was 
moving  up  on  the  east  side  of  the  railroad.  Ammunition,  too,  being 
nearly  exhausted,  and  knowing  it  could  not  be  supplied  under  two 
hours,  I  resolved  to  Avithdraw  my  forces,  knowing  the  enemy  could 
reach  the  Dallas  and  Sandtown  road  before  I  could.  Before  withdraw- 
ing ordered  that  the  stores  be  burned  at  the  depot.  Parties  were  sent, 
but  all  efforts  they  could  make  failed  to  procure  fire.  The  matches 
furnished  would  not  ignite,  and  no  fire  could  be  procured.  The  enemy's 
fire  concentrated  to  protect  their  stores  was  heavy  and  incessant  all  the 
time.  The  troops  were  withdrawn  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  about  3 
p.  m.  The  conduct  of  the  troops  was  beyond  all  praise.  Works  after 
works  Avere  carried  by  hand-to-hand  conflict,  until  the  enemy  was  forced 
into  his  strong  center  redoubt  on  the  west  of  the  railroad.  My  losses 
were  in  Ector's  brigade — 43  killed;  147  wounded;  missing,  11;  total, 
201.  Cockrell's  brigade — killed,  42;  wounded,  182;  missing,  22;  total, 
246.*  Sears'  brigade — killed,  37;  wounded,  114;  missing,  200;  total, 
351.*  Total  loss  in  division,  798;  and  1  of  my  staff.  The  cavalry  sent 
to  cut  the  railroad  failed  to  accomplish  the  work,  and  the  enemy  was 
heavily  re  enforced  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  Avithout  my  knoAvledge, 
and  the  prisoners  report  their  forces  over  2,000.  I  know  they  had  from 
seven  to  ten  regiments,  and  were  in  force  about  equal  to  my  own.    The 

*  But  see  tables,  p.  820. 
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enemy  lost  2  flags,  1  U.  S.  flag,  and  the  banner  of  the  Mnety-third 
Illinois,  -nhich  we  have  with  us;  and  his  loss  in  men,  including  the  206 
prisoners  brought  away,  must  have  been  equal  to  our  owu.  This  is  a 
mere  preliminary  report.  A  more  detailed  one  will  be  submitted  as 
soon  as  practicable. 

S.  G.  FKENCH, 
Major-  Oeacral,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Gen.  A.  P.  Stewakt, 

Commanding,  dx. 


Headquakteks  French's  Division, 

Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  November  5,  1864.. 
General  :  Some  time  since  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a  brief 
preliminary  report  of  the  battle  of  Allatoona.    As  the  reports  of  the 
brigade  commanders  are  now  in,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  one  em- 
bracing some  of  the  details  of  the  battle : 

About  noon  on  the  4th  of  October,  when  at  Big  Shanty,  the  following 
order  was  handed  me  by  Lieuteuant-General  Stewart,  it  being  a  coi>y  of 
one  to  him: 

HeaDIJUAKTERS  AR.'MY  Ol'  TENNESSEE, 

Octoher  4,  1SU4 — 7.30  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  A.  V.  Stewart, 

Commanding  Corps: 
General:  General  Hood  directs  that  later  iu  the  evening  you  move  Stevenson  back 
to  Davis'  Cross-Koads,  and  that  you  bring  two  of  your  divisimis  back  to  Adams'  and 
between  Adams'  and  Davis'  Cross-Eoads,  i)laciug  them  iu  such  a  way  as  to  cover  the 
position  at  Adams'  now"bccui)ied  by  Stevenson,  and  that  your  third  division  (say 
French's)  shall  move  up  the  railroad  and  fill  up  the  deep  cut  at  Allatoona  with  logs, 
brush,  rails,  dirt,  &c.  To-morrow  morning  at  daylight  he  desires  Stevenson  to  bo 
moved  to  Lioutenant-General  Lee's  actual  left,  and  that  two  of  your  divlsious,  at  that 
time  at  Adams',  to  draw  back,  with  your  left  in  the  neighborhood  of  Davis'  Cross-Koads 
and  your  right  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lost  Mountain,  and  the  division  that  will  have 
gone  to  Allatoona  to  march  thence  to  New  Hope  Church  and  on  the  position  occupied 
by  your  other  troops — that  is,  that  the  division  shall  rejoin  your  command  by  making 
this  march  out  from  the  railroad  and  via  New  Hojje.  General  Hood  thinks  that  it  Is 
probable  that  the  guard  at  the  railroad  bridge  on  Etowah  is  small,  and  when  General 
French  goes  to  Allatoona,  if  he  can  get  such  information  as  would  justify  him,  if 
possible  move  to  that  bridge  and  destroy  it.  General  Hood  considers  that  its  destruc- 
tion would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  army  and  tlie  country.  Should  he  be  able 
to  destroy  the  bridge,  in  coming  out  he  could  move,  as  has  been  heretofore  indicated, 
via  New  Hope. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Soon  after  an  order,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  was  sent  me : 

Headquarters  Army  ok  Tennessee, 

Office  of  Chief  of  Staff, 

Octoher  4,  1S64—11.S0  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Gencral  Stewart, 

Commanding : 
General:  General  Hood  directs  me  to  say  that  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
destroy  the  Etowah  railroad  bridge  if  such  a  thing  is  possible.  From  the  best  in- 
formation we  have  now  he  thinks  the  enemy  cannot  disturb  us  before  to-morrow,  and 
by  that  time  your  main  body  will  be  near  the  remainder  «f  our  army.  Ho  suggests 
that  if  it  is  considered  practicable  to  destroy  the  bridge  when  the  division  goes  there 
and  the  artillery  is  placed  in  position,  the  commanding  officer  call  for  volunteers  to 
go  to  the  bridge  witli  light  wood  and  other  combustible  nuitorial  that  can  bo  ob- 
tained and  set  tire  to  it. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Chap.  LI.]       NORTH  GEORGIA  AND  NORTH  ALABAMA.         815 

General  Stewart's  corps  had  struck  the  railroad  at  Big  Shanty  on  the 
evening  of  the  3d,  and  all  three  of  his  divisions  had  worked  all  night 
in  destroying  the  railroad  from  near  Keneaaw  up  to  Acworth  Station. 
As  we  had  been  informed  at  Big  Shanty  that  the  Allatoona  Pass  or  cut 
was  fortified,  and  that  the  enemy  had  there  a  garrison  of  three  regi- 
ments and  had  accumulated  a  considerable  amount  of  i»rovisions,  it  was 
considered  a  matter  of  importance  that  the  i)lace  should  be  captured, 
and  after  the  orders  were  handed  nie  General  Stewart  sent  me  Avith 
Major  Myrick,  with  twelve  pieces  of  artillery.  It  would  appear,  how- 
ever, from  these  orders  that  the  general-in-chief  was  not  aware  that 
the  pass  was  fortified  and  garrisoned  that  I  was  sent  to  have  filled  up. 
Under  these  orders  I  left  Big  Shanty  about  3.30  p.  m.  and  marched  to 
Acworth,  a  distance  of  six  miles,  arriving  there  before  sunset.  There 
I  was  detained  awaiting  the  arrival  of  rations  until  11  o'clock  at  night. 
As  I  knew  nothing  of  the  roads,  the  enemy's  works,  or  position,  it  was 
important  to  procure  a  guide,  and  at  last  a  young  man,  or  rather  a  boy, 
was  found  who  knew  the  roads  and  had  seen  the  position  of  the  fortifi- 
cations at  Allatoona,  he  being  a  member  of  a  cavalry  company.  At 
Acworth  Captain  Taylor,  of  Pinson's  regiment  of  cavalry,  with  twenty- 
five  men,  reported  to  me  for  duty.  He  was  immediately  directed  to  send 
fifteen  men  under  a  trusty  officer  to  strike  the  railroad  as  near  the 
Etowah  railroad  bridge  as  possible,  and  to  take  up  rails  and  hide  them, 
so  as  to  prevent  trains  from  reaching  Allatoona  with  re-enforcements, 
as  well  as  to  prevent  any  trains  that  might  be  there  from  escaping. 
From  an  eminence  near  Acworth  the  enemy  could  be  seen  communicat- 
ing messages  by  their  night  signals  from  Allatoona  with  the  station 
on  Kenesaw,  and  to  the  east  of  us  were  the  fires  of  a  large  encamp- 
ment of  the  Federals  and  apparently  opposite  Moon's  Station.  Citizens 
residing  here  informed  me  that  there  was  a  block-house  with  a  garrison 
of  about  100  men  at  the  Allatoona  bridge;  that  at  Allatoona  there 
were  two  small  redoubts  with  out-works,  defended  with  four  pieces  of 
artillery  and  garrisoned  with  three  and  a  half  regiments  of  infantry. 
About  -11  p.  m.  the  march  was  resumed.  The  night  was  very  dark 
and  the  roads  bad.  After  crossing  Allatoona  Creek  Colonel  Adaire, 
with  the  Fourth  Regiment  Mississippi  Volunteers  and  one  piece  of  artil- 
ery,  was  left  near  the  block-hoiise,  Avitli  instructions  to  surround  it,  cap- 
ture the  garrison,  and  destroy  the  bridge  over  the  creek,  ('ontinuing 
tlie  march  the  division  arrived  before  Allatoona  about  3  a.  m.  Nothing 
could  be  seen  but  one  or  two  twinkling  lights  on  the  opposite  heights, 
and  nothing  was  heard  except  the  occasional  interchange  of  shots  be- 
tween our  advanced  guards  and  the  pickets  of  the  garrison  in  the  val- 
ley below.  All  was  darkness.  I  had  no  knowledge  of  the  plaee,  and  it 
was  important  to  attack  at  the  break  of  day.  Taking  the  guide  and 
lights  I  placed  the  artillery  in  position  on  tlie  hills  south  and  east  of 
the  railroad,  and  the  Thirty-ninth  Korth  Carohna  Regiment,  under  Col- 
onel Coleman,  and  the  Thirty-second  Texas  were  left  as  a  stxpporting 
force,  both  under  command  of  Col.  J.  A.  Andrews,  commanding  the 
latter  regiment.  This  being  done  I  proceeded  with  the  guide  to  gain 
the  heights  or  ridge  crowned  by  works  of  the  enemy.  Without  roads 
or  paths  the  head  of  the  line  reached  the  railroad,  crossed  it,  and  began 
the  ascending  and  descending  of  the  high,  steep,  and  densely-timbered 
spurs  of  the  mountains,  and  after  about  an  hour's  march  it  was  found 
we  were  directly  in  front  of  the  works  and  not  on  the  main  ridge.  The 
guide  made  a  second  effort  to  gain  the  ridge  and  failed,  so  darlv  was  it 
in  the  woods.    I  therefore  determined  to  rest  where  we  were  and  await 
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daylight.  With  dawn  the  march  was  resumed,  and  finally  by  7.30 
o'clock  in  the  morning  the  head  of  the  column  was  on  the  ridge,  and 
about  600  yards  west  of  the  fortifications,  and  between  those  he  occu- 
pied and  an  abandoned  redoubt  on  our  left.  Here  the  fortifications  for 
the  first  time  were  seen,  and  instead  of  two  redoubts  there  were  dis- 
closed to  us  three  redoubts  on  the  west  of  the  railroad  cut  and  a  star 
fort  on  the  east,  with  outer  Avorks,  and  the  approaches  defended  to  a 
great  distance  by  abatis  and  nearer  the  works  by  stockades  and  other 
obstructions.  The  railroad  emerges  from  the  Allatoona  Mountains  by 
crossing  this  ridge  through  a  cut  sixty-five  feet  deep.  Dispositions  for 
the  assault  were  now  made  by  sending  General  Sears'  brigade  to  the 
north  side  or  rear  of  the  works.  General  F.  M.  Cockrell's  (Missouri)  bri- 
gade to  rest  with  center  on  the  ridge,  while  General  W.  H.  Young, 
with  the  four  Texas  regiments,  was  formed  in  rear  of  General  Cockrell. 
Major  Myrick  had  opened  on  the  works  with  his  artillery,  and  was 
ordered  to  continue  his  fire  until  the  attacking  force  should  interfere, 
or  until  he  heard  the  volleys  of  musketry.  General  Sears  was  to  com- 
mence the  assault  on  the  rear,  and  when  musketry  was  heard  General 
Cockrell  was  to  move  down  the  ridge,  supported  by  General  Yoving,  and 
carry  the  works  by  (as  it  were)  a  flank  attack.  So  rugged  and  abrupt 
were  the  hills  that  the  troops  could  not  be  got  in  position  until  about 
9  a.  m.,  when  I  sent  in  a  summons  to  surrender.  The  flag  was  met  by 
a  Federal  staff  officer,  and  he  was  allowed  seventeen  minutes  to  return 
with  an  answer.  The  time  expired  without  any  answer  being  received, 
whereupon  Maj.  D.  W.  Sanders,  impatient  at  the  delay,  as  bearer  of  the 
summons,  broke  off  the  interview  and  returned.  No  reply  being  sent 
me,*  the  order  was  given  for  the  assault  by  directing  the  advance  of 
Cockrell's  brigade.  Emerging  from  the  woods  and  passing  over  a  long 
distance  of  abatis  formed  of  felled  timber,  and  under  a  severe  fire  ot 
musketry  and  artillery,  nobly  did  it  press  forward,  followed  by  the 
gallant  Texans.  The  enemy's  outer  line  and  one  redoubt  soon  fell. 
Resting  to  gather  strength  and  survey  the  Avork  before  them,  again 
they  rushed  forward  in  column,  and  in  murderous  hand-to  hand  con- 
flict that  left  the  ditches  filled  with  the  dead,  did  they  become  mas- 
ters of  the  second  redoubt.  The  third  and  main  redoubt,  now  filled  by 
those  driven  from  the  captured  works  on  the  west  side  of  the  railroad, 
was  further  crowded  by  those  that  Avere  driven  out  of  the  fort  on  the 
east  side  of  the  road  by  the  attack  made  by  General  Sears.  They  had 
to  cross  the  deep  cut  through  which  our  artillery  poured  a  steady  and 
deadly  fire.  The  Federal  forces  were  now  confined  to  one  redoubt,  and 
we  occupied  the  ditch  and  almost  entirely  silenced  their  fire,  and  Avere 
prei»aring  for  the  final  attack.  Pending  the  progress  of  these  events  I 
had  received  a  note  from  General  F.  C.  Armstrong,  dated  7  a.  m.,  asking 
me  at  Avhat  time  I  Avould  move  toward  Ncav  Hope  and  pass  AcAvortli, 
informing  me  also  that  the  enemy  had  moved  up  east  of  the  railroad 
above  Kenesaw  and  encamped  there  last  night.  I  had  observed  this 
moA'cment  Avhen  at  AcAvorth,  but  at  12  p.  m.  I  received  another  dis- 
patcli  from  him,  Avrittcn  at  9  a.  ni.,  saying: 

Mj'  scouts  report  enemy's  infantry  advanciii"^  up  the  railroad.  They  are  now  en- 
tering Big  Shanty.     They  have  a  cavalry  force  east  of  the  railroad. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  second  note  from  General  Armstrong  I  took 
my  guide  aside  and  particularly  asked  him  if  after  the  capture  of  the 
place  I  could  move  to  Kew  Hope  Church  by  any  other  route  than  the 

*  For  the  reply  as  given  in  Corse's  report,  see  p.  763. 


Chap.  LI.]       NORTH  GEORGIA  AND  NORTH  ALABAMA.         817 

one  by  the  block-house  at  AUatoona  Creek,  and  thence  by  the  Sand- 
town  road  to  the  Acworth  and  Dallas  road,  and  he  said  1  could  not. 
Here,  then,  was  General  Sherman's  whole  army  close  behind  me  and 
the  advance  of  his  infantry  moving  on  Acworth,  which  changed  the 
whole  condition  of  affairs.  Ammunition  had  to  be  carried  from  the 
wagons,  a  mile  distant,  at  the  base  of  the  hills,  by  men,  and  I  was  sat- 
isfied it  would  take  two  hours  to  get  it  up  and  distribute  it  under  fire 
before  the  final  assault.  I  had  learned  fi'om  ijrisoners  that  before  day- 
light the  place  had  been  re-enforced  by  ,a  brigade  under  General  Corse. 
I  knew  the  enemy  was  in  Big  Shanty  at  9  a.  m.  JBy  noon  he  could 
reach  Acworth  and  be  within  two  miles  of  the  road  on  which  1  was  to 
reach  New  Hope  Chiu-ch.  I  knew  General  Stewart  had  been  ordered 
to  near  Lost  Mountain.  My  men  had  marched  all  day  on  the  3d ;  worked 
all  the  night  of  the  3d  destroying  the  railroad ;  that  they  had  worked  and 
marched  all  day  on  the  4th;  marched  to  Allatoona  on  the  night  of  the 
■tth ;  had  fought  up  to  the  afternoon  of  the  5th ;  and  could  they  pass  the 
third  day  and  night  without  rest  or  sleep,  if  we  remained  to  assault  the 
remaining  work  f  I  did  not  doubt  that  the  enemy  would  endeavor  to  get 
in  my  rear  to  intercept  my  return.  He  was  in  the  morning  but  three 
hours  distant,  and  had  been  signaled  to  repeatedly  during  the  battle. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  determined  to  withdraw,  however  dei)ress- 
ing  the  idea  of  not  capturing  the  place  after  so  many  had  fallen,  and 
when  in  all  probability  we  could  force  a  surrender  before  night;  yet, 
however  desirous  I  was  for  remaining  before  the  last  work  and  forcing  a 
capitulation,  or  of  carrying  the  work  by  assault,  I  deemed  it  of  more 
unportance  not  to  permit  the  enemy  to  cut  my  division  off  from  the  army. 
After  deliberately  surveying  matters  as  they  presented  themselves  to 
me,  I  sent  word  to  General  Sears  to  withdraw  his  men  at  once,  moving 
by  the  route  he  went  in,  and  directed  General  Cockrell  to  withdraw  at 
1.30  p.  m. 

Before  the  action  commenced  it  was  foreseen  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  carry  any  wounded  on  litters  to  the  road,  where  the  am- 
bulances were  placed,  owing  to  the  steepness  of  the  hills,  the  ravines,. 
and  the  dense  woods.  Accordingly,  the  wounded  were  brought  to  the 
springs  near  the  ridge.  All  that  could  be  moved  without  the  use  of 
litters  were  taken  to  the  ambulances.  The  others  were  left  in  charge 
of  surgeons  detailed  to  remain  with  them. 

The  troops  reformed  on  the  original  ground  west  of  the  works  and 
marched  back  to  the  south  side  near  the  artillery,  and  at  3.30  p.  m.  com- 
menced the  move  toward  New  Hope.  After  the  troops  engaged  in  the 
assault  had  left,  I  rode  on  down  to  Colonel  Andrews'  position,  in  front 
of  the  works,  and  directed  him  to  remain  until  5  p.  m.,  and  then  with- 
draw and  move  on  in  our  rear.  Before  I  had  determined  to  withdraw 
the  infantry  from  the  captured  works  (but  after  the  guide  said  I  would 
have  to  return  by  the  way  1  came)  I  sent  orders  to  Major  Myrick  to 
send  two  of  his  batteries  and  his  caissons  to  a  point  beyond  the  block- 
house on  the  Sandtown  road,  to  act  in  concert  with  the  troops  left  there. 
Having  been  informed  by  Colonel  Adaire  that  the  block-house  at  the 
Allatoona  bridge  had  not  been  captured  I  directed  Captain  Kolb,  with 
his  battery,  that  had  remained  with  Colonel  Andrews,  to  move  on  and 
report  to  General  Cockrell  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  block-house. 
Shortly  after  4  p.  m.,  and  when  not  a  person  could  be  seen  in  or  around 
the  forts,  I  left  the  command  of  Colonel  Andrews  and  overtook  the 
division  near  the  block-house.  Colonel  Adaire  had  burnt  the  rail- 
road bridge  over  the  Allatoona  Creek  (over  200  feet  long)  and  the 
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duplicate  of  the  bridge,  already  framed  to  replace  the  older  structure. 
Under  an  increased  artillery  fire  the  garrison  of  the  block-house  sur- 
rendered. 

We  captured .  205  prisoners,  1  U.  S.  flag,  and  the .  colors  of  the 
Ninety-third  Illinois  Regiment,  a  number  of  horses,  arms,  &c.,  and 
killed  and  wounded  750  of  the  enemy;  being,  with  the  garrison  of  the 
block-house,  over  1,000. 

History  will  record  the  battle  of  Allatoona  one  of  the  most  sanguinary 
conflicts  of  the  war ;  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  enemy  fought 
from  within  their  strong  redoubts,  the  desperate  deeds  of  daring  per- 
formed by  our  troops  in  overcoming  so  many  of  the  foe,  a  meed  of  praise 
is  due  to  their  heroic  valor. 

The  artillery  opened  about  7  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and,  except 
when  the  flag  of  truce  was  sent  in,  continued  till  2  p.  m.  The  assault, 
commencing  about  10,  continued  unremittingly  till  1.30  p.  m.,  and  the 
rattle  of  musketry  did  not  cease  entirely  till  near  3  p.  m.,  when  it  died 
away  and  a  silence  like  the  pall  of  death  rested  over  the  scene,  con- 
trasting so  strangely  with  the  previous  din  of  battle. 

I  cannot  do  justice  to  the  gallantry  of  tlie  troops.  No  one  faltered  in 
his  duty,  and  all  withdrew  from  the  place  with  the  regret  that  General 
Sherman's  movements — closing  up  behind  us — forbid  our  remaining 
longer  to  force  a  surrender  of  the  last  work. 

After  leaving  out  the  three  regiments  that  formed  no  part  of  the 
assaulting  force  I  had  but  a  little  over  2,000  men. 

My  entire  loss  in  killed, wounded,  and  missing  was  799,  as  follows: 


Kmcd. 

Wouufled. 

Miasing. 

Captured. 

42 
37 
43 

182 
114 
147 

22 
200 
11 

Sears'  bri'^aile* 

1 

Total 

122 

443 

233 

1 

Among  the  killed  from  Sears'  brigade  is  Col.  W.  H.  Clark,  Forty- 
sixth  Mississippi.  He  fell  in  the  advance  near  the  enemy's  works  with 
the  battle-flag  in  his  hands.  He  was  an  excellent  and  gallant  officer. 
Also  were  killed  Capt.  B.  Davidson  and  Lieuts.  G.  C.  Edwards,  J.  E. 
Henry,  and  G.  T).  Davis. 

Col.  W.  S.  Barry,  Thirty-fifth  Mississippi,  and  Major  Partin,  Thirty- 
sixth  Mississippi,  were  wounded,  together  with  Capts.  E.  G.  Yates  and 
A.  J.  Farmer,  and  Lieuts.  J.  N.  McCoy,  G.  H.  Bannerman,  J.  M.  Chad- 
wick,  J.  Coop  wood,  R.  E.  Jones,  B.  W.  Brown,  G.  H.  Moore,  and  En- 
signs G.  W.  Cannon  and  A.  Scarborough. 

Texas  will  mourn  for  the  death  of  some  of  her  bravest  and  best  men. 
Captain  Somerville,  Thirty-second  Texas,  was  killed  after  vainly  en- 
deavoring to  enter  the  last  work,  where  his  conspicuous  gallantry  had 
carried  him  and  his  little  band.  Captains  Gibson,  Tenth  Texas;  Bates, 
Ninth  Texas;  Conley,  Twenty-ninth  North  Carolina,  and  Adjutaut 
Griifin,  Ninth  Texas;  Lieutenants  Alexander,  Twenty-ninth  North 
Carolina,  and  Dixon  E.  Wetzel,  Ninth  Texas,  were  killed  gallantly  lead- 
ing their  men. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  Young,  commanding  brigade,  was  wounded.  Most 
gallantly  he  bore  his  part  in  action. 

*  But  see  tables,  p.  820. 
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Colonel  Camp,  commanding  Fourteenth  Texas,  one  of  the  best  offi- 
cers in  the  service,  was  seriously  wounded.  Also  Majors  McEeynolds, 
Ninth  Texas,  and  Purdy,  Fourteenth  Texas. 

Of  captains  wounded  were  Wright,  Lyles,  Russell,  Vannoy,  and  Rid- 
ley, and  Lieutenants  Tunnell,  Haynes,  Gibbons,  Agee,  Morris,  O'Brien, 
Irwin,  Reeves,  and  Robertson. 

In  the  Missouri  brigade  were  killed  or  mortally  wounded  Majs.  W.  F. 
Carter  and  O.  A.  Waddell;  Capts.  A.  J.  Byrne,  A.  C.  Patton,  and  John 
S.  Holland;  Lieuts.  Thomas  R.  Shelly,  Joel  P.  Yancey,  G.  R.  Elliott, 
R.  J.  Lamb,  G.  T.  Duvall,  and  W.  H.  Dunnica,  and  Ensign  H.  W.  De 
Jarnett — men  who  had  behaved  well  and  nobly  during  the  whole  cam- 
paign. 

Among  the  wounded  are  Maj.  R.  J.  Williams,  Capts.  Thompson  Al- 
vord,  G.  McChristian,  G.  W.  Covell,  and  A.  F.  Burns;  Lieuts.  Joseph 
Boyce,  Silas  H.  P.  Hornback,  J.  L.  Mitchell,  A.  H.  Todd,  and  H.  Y. 
Anderson,  and  Ensign  William  A.  Byrd. 

I  have  named  the  killed  and  wounded  officers  in  this  report.  The 
names  of  the  private  soldiers  who  fell  or  were  wounded  will  also  be 
tiled  with  this  as  soon  as  they  are  received. 

It  is  due  to  the  dead,  it  is  just  to  the  living,  that  they  who  have  no 
hopes  of  being  heralded  by  fame,  and  who  have  but  little  incentive 
except  the  love  of  country  and  the  consciousness  of  a  just  cause  to  im- 
pel them  to  deeds  of  daring,  and  who  have  shed  their  blood  for  a  just 
cause,  should  have  this  little  tribute  paid  them  by  me. 

For  the  noble  dead  the  army  mourns,  a  nation  mourns.  For  the 
living,  honor  and  respect  will  await  them  wherever  they  shall  be  known 
as  faithful  soldiers  who  have  for  their  dearest  rights  so  often  gone 
through  the  fires  of  battle  and  the  baptism  of  blood.  It  would  i)erliaps 
be  an  invidious  distinction  to  name  individual  officers  or  men  for 
marked  or  special  services  or  distinguished  gallantry  where  all  behaved 
so  well,  for  earth  never  yielded  to  the  tread  of  nobler  soldiers. 

I  am  indebted  to  Generals  Cockrell,  Sears,  and  Young  for  their 
bravery,  skill,  and  unflinching  firmness. 

To  Colonel  Earp,  on  whom  the  command  of  the  gallant  Texans  de- 
volved, and  to  Colonel  Andrews,  who  commanded  on  the  south  side, 
and  Major  Myrick,  commanding  the  artillery,  1  return  my  thanks  for 
services. 

Maj.  1).  W.  Sanders,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Lieut.  Wiley  Aber- 
cromijie,  aide;  Capt.  W.  H.  Cain,  volunteer  aide;  Captain  Porter  and 
Lieutenant  Mosby,  engineers,  were  zealous  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties,  and  E.  T.  Freeman,  assistant  inspector-general,  was  conspicuous 
for  his  gallant  conduct.  I  commend  the  last  named  to  Government  for 
promotion. 

Col.  E.  Gates,  First  and  Third  Missouri ;  Maj.  E.  H.  Hampton,  Twenty- 
ninth  North  Carolina,  and  Adjt.  W.  J.  Sparks,  Tenth  Texas,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Cahal,  of  General  Stewart's  staff,  are  named  for  gallant  services. 

Lieut.  M.  W.  Armstrong,  Tenth  Texas,  seized  the  United  States 
standard  Itom  the  Federals,  and,  after  a  struggle,  brought  it  and  the 
bearer  of  it  off  in  triumph. 

In  the  inclosed  reports  of  brigade  commanders  will  be  found  the 
names  of  many  officers  and  soldiers  that  I  know  are  entitled  to  com- 
mendation and  all  marks  of  distinction  that  the  Government  can  award. 

The  cavalry  officer  who  was  sent  to  cut  the  railroad  and  failed  to  per- 
form that  duty  is,  in  my  opinion,  much  to  blame.  Had  he  taken  up  the 
rails — and  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  it — re-enforcements  could  not 
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have  been  thrown  in  the  works,  and  the  result  would  have  been  difterent. 
After  events  showed  that  a  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy  arrived  at  Alla- 
toona  as  we  were  withdrawing. 
Very  respectfully  submitted. 

S.  G.  PEENGH, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Gen.  A.  P.  Stewart, 

Commanding  Corps. 

ADDENDA. 

JCeturn  of  caoualties  in  Sears'  brigade  at  the  batlle  of  Jllaloona,  October  5,  1S64. 
[Cunipil<;d  fruDL  uoininal  list  of  casualties.} 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Misaing. 

6 

t 
bb 
<1 

O 

o 

m 

o 

i 

1 

O 

a 

4 
i6 

3 
24 
25 
19. 

4 
147 

32 
112 
100 

30 

35th  Mississippi 

36tli  MissiHsippi 

2  [       10 

6 

5 

i 
1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

82 
24 
75 
52 
15 

11 

15 
1 

3 

7th  Mississippi  Batlalion 

Total  

5 

37 

13 

114 

425 

C.  W.  SEAES, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Eettiru  of  caaualtiea  in  the  Missouri  brigade  at  the  battle  of  Allatoona,  Ga.,  October  5, 

1864. 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Mia-sing. 

Total. 

Command. 

t 

a 
o 

i 

1 

o 

a 

E 
O 

a 

i 

o 

B 

O 

a 

\  1 

4 

13 
16 

9 

5 
4 
6 
3 

32 
58 
47 
45 

13 
5 

6 

7 
8 
4 

4th  Missouri  Infantry 

2d  Miftsouri  Infantry 

6th  Missouri  Infantry 

38 

84 

5th  Missouri  Infantry 

iHt  Missouri  Cavalry 

68 
50 

Total 

7  1      JO 

18 

182 

22 

95  1        oifi 

No.  113. 

Report  of  Maj.  EzeMel  H.  Hampton,  Twenty-ninth  North  Carolina  Infan- 
try, Ector's  brigade. 

Hdqes.  Twenty-ninth  North  Carolina  Eegiment, 

Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  November  1, 1864. 
Sir  :  My  regiment  was  formed  on  the  left  of  Young's  brigade  on  the 
6th  of  October,  at  9  a.  m.,  ready  for  the  action  at  Allatoona.    At  10  a.  m. 
we  were  ordered  forward  upon  the  enemy.    My  regiment  moved  tor- 
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ward  as  a  unit  through  the  timber,  which  was  very  thick.  The  enemy 
were  meanwhile  pouring  a  heavy  fire  into  our  ranks.  My  regiment  had 
to  advance  through  the  forest  farther  than  the  other  regiments  of  the 
brigade,  and  not  being  able  to  see  the  brigade  got  separated  from  and 
in  advance  of  the  brigade.  Upon  arriving  to  where  the  timber  was  all 
felled  I  saw  my  regiment  was  separated  from  the  other  regiments,  and 
being  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  and  supposing  the  re- 
mainder of  the  brigade  to  be  in  advance,  I  ordered  my  regiment  for- 
ward at  a  double-quick  to  within  forty  feet  of  the  enemy's  outer  works, 
where  I  halted,  ordered  my  men  to  lie  down,  rest,  and  load.  After 
resting  fi'om  three  to  five  minutes,  I  ordered  my  regiment  forward. 
The  order  was  promptly  obeyed.  They  moved  into  the  enemy's  works, 
where  they  had  a  hand-to-hand  encounter  with  sword,  bayonet,  butt 
of  muskets,  rocks,  &c.,  killing  a  good  many  and  capturing  25  or  30 
prisoners  and  the  enemy's  intrenchments;  thence  the  regiment  moved 
forward  to  within  twenty  yards  of  the  foe's  last  and  strong  fort,  where 
they  remained  contending  with  the  enemy  until  withdrawn  by  order  of 
Major-General  French,  when  they  fell  back  in  good  order. 

I  took  138  aggregate  into  the  action  and  came  out  minus  12  killed, 
39  wounded,  and  3  missing. 

All  honor  is  due  my  regiment,  both  officers  and  men,  for  their  prompt- 
ness in  obedience  to  orders  and  their  gallantry  on  the  field.  And 
although  every  man  did  his  duty,  I  must  speak  of  the  conduct  of  Sergt. 
John  Eich,  Lieutenant  Alexander,  and  Sergt.  W.  J.  Parker.  Sergeant 
Eich  was  carrying  the  colors  in  front  of  the  regiment  crying  "  come 
ahead,  boys ! "  when  he  was  severely  wounded  and  fell.  Tlie  colors  were 
scarcely  to  the  ground  before  they  were  hoisted  by  Lieut.  E.  B.  Alex- 
ander, commanding  Company  C.  He  threw  them  to  the  breeze  saying, 
"  come  on,  my  brave  boys !"  but  he  did  not  get  more  than  fifteen  paces 
until  he  was  killed.  Sergeant  Parker,  of  Company  F,  took  up  the 
colors  and  again  threw  them  to  the  breeze,  and  carried  them  to  and 
planted  them  on  the  enemy's  inner  works.  Here  he  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  face.  He  then  took  up  the  flag,  captured  a  fine  horse, 
and  came  out  with  flag,  horse,  and  his  first  lieutenant,  who  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  leg. 

Very  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  HAMPTON, 
Major  J  Commanding  Twenty-ninth  North  Carolina  Regiment. 

Lieutenant  Lindsay, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  114. 
R^ort  of  Col.  David  Coleman,  Thirty-ninth  North  Carolina  Infantry, 

Hdqes.  Thiety-ninth  North  Carolina  Eegiment, 

Near  Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  November  1,  1864, 
Captain:  In  obedience  to  the  order  of  yesterday  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  participation  of  this  regiment  in  the  action  of  the  5th 
ultimo  at  Allatoona,  Ga. : 

The  regiment,  with  the  Thirty-second  Texas  Cavalry,  dismounted, 
was  in  rear  of  the  Pointe  Couple  Battery  south  of  Allatoona,  in  support 
of  the  artillery  on  that  side.  At  10  a.  m.,  the  assault  having  commenced, 
forty  men,  with  their  officers,  under  my  command,  were  advanced  as 
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skirmishers  by  order  of  Colonel  Andrews,  Thirty-second  Texas  Cav- 
alry, commanding,  through  the  Avoods  on  the  right  of  tlie  field  iu 
front,  the  remainder  resting  iu  their  ])ositioii  under  Lieut.  Col.  F.  A. 
Eeynolds.  The  skirmishers  advanced  rapidly,  cheering  and  firing 
briskly,  driving  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers  to  the  railroad,  some  150 
yards  from  a  range  of  tents  (supposed  hospitals)  at  the  foot  of  Alla- 
toona  Hill,  near  their  principal  fort,  on  the  extreme  right  and  about  200 
yards  to  the  right  of  the  railroad  cut,  dividing  their  works.  On  Hear- 
ing this  point  a  force  of  the  enemy,  seemingly  about  200,  who  had  been 
driven  from  the  base  of  the  hill  by  our  advance,  were  observed  on  the 
side  of  the  hill  in  our  front  in  the  act  of  halting,  apparently  confased 
and  undecided  what  to  do.  These  by  a  sharp  fire  from  us  were  driven 
into  the  shelter  of  their  works  on  the  summit.  From  our  position  at 
the  railroad,  sheltered  by  it  and  the  adjoining  ground,  a  constant  fire 
was  maintained  on  the  enemy,  principally  in  and  near  the  fort.  Dur- 
ing the  action  their  fire  [was]  spirited  but  not  heavy,  and  sharpshooting 
was  continued  until  2.45  p.  m.,  when  by  order  of  Colonel  Andrews  the 
party  was  withdrawn  to  the  skirmish  line  occupied  before  the  assault, 
and  soon  after  from  that  to  follow  the  march  of  the  division. 

Three  horses  (one  equipped)  and  1  mule  were  captured  by  us. 

The  casualties  were  Privates  W.  A.  Dyson,  Company  E,  wounded 
slightly  in  head,  and  Elisha  L.  Kimzey,  Company  B,  slightly  in  left 
shoulder;  both  of  the  skirmish  party. 

The  command  behaved  with  commendable  alacrity  and  gallantry. 
Their  advance  as  skirmishers  and  fire  throughout  was  admirably 
spirited,  prompt,  and  effective. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  COLEMAN, 
Colonel,  Gomdg.  Thirty-ninth  North  Carolina  Regiment. 

Capt.  E.  TODHTJNTEK, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Youwfs  Brigade. 


No.  115. 

Report  of  Maj.  James  II.  McReynolds,  Ninth  Texas  Infantry. 

Headquarteks  Ninth  Texas  Infantry, 

Near  Tnscumhia,  November  1,  1804. 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade  headquarters  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  i)erformed  by  this 
regiment  in  battle  of  AUatoona: 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  October  we,  with  the  Fourteenth  and 
Tenth  Texas  Cavalry  (dismounted)  and  Twenty-ninth  North  Carolina 
Infantry  (our  regiment  being  on  the  right),  were  formed  in  line  of 
battle  in  a  hollow  about  COO  yards  from  the  enemy's  works.  About  10 
a.  m.  the  command  forward  was  given.  We  moved  forward  with  the 
three  regiments  above  named  (the  Missouri  brigade  being  in  our  front, 
we  acting  as  a  support  to  it)  about  300  yards,  when  we  were  halted  and 
caused  to  lay  down  probably  five  minutes,  the  Missouri  brigade  press- 
ing forward,  taking  the  first  line  of  works.  We  were  then  ordered  for- 
ward again.  The  regiment  moved  forward  in  tine  order,  considering 
the  great  obstacles,  such  as  fallen  trees,  brush,  rough  ground,  &c.  At 
the  first  line  of  enemy's  works  fiien  were  addressed  in  a  few  brief  words 
by  our  gallant  Inigadier-general  (Young),  telling  us  what  was  expected 
of  us  and  directing  us  what  part  of  the  enemy's  lines  to  charge.    Up  to 
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this  time  we  Lad  received  no  loss.  We  then  rushed  forward  under  a  very 
destructive  Are,  every  man  striving  for  who  would  be  first  to  mount  the 
enemy's  works.  We  captured  some  prisoners,  killed  quite  a  number  of 
the  enemy,  having  them  to  fight  until  we  mounted  their  works.  Crossed 
the  second  line  and  rushed  forward  to  the  third,  still  under  a  deadly 
fire.  Took  the  third  line,  capturing  a  few  prisoners  and  killing  quite  a 
niunber,  the  remainder  making  their  escape  to  their  main  fort.  We 
then  took  position,  some  in  the  ditches  and  some  in  advance  of  the 
ditches,  wherever  they  could  get  protection,  and  shaiJ)shot  the  bat- 
teries and  men  to  the  best  advantage  possible. 

The  fight  continued  from  10  a.  m.  until  1.30  p.  m.,  when  we  were 
ordered  to  withdraw  in  small  squads,  which  order  was  obeyed.  All 
this  was  done  in  conjunction  with  the  three  regiments  above  mentioned, 
and  supported  the  Missouri  brigade,  whose  conduct  in  the  fight  could 
not  be  surjiassed.  The  conduct  of  the  regiment  was  all  that  could  be 
desired. 

Lieut.  J.  P.  Bates,  of  Company  G,  was  killed  among  the  foremost, 
far  in  advance  of  the  enemy's  third  line,  near  their  main  fort.  Sergt. 
C.  E.  Dale,  Company  B,  who  was  among  the  first  to  mount  the  works, 
was  shot  dead. 

Where  all  acted  so  well  it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  make  distinc- 
tion. 

We  took  101  men  in  the  fight,  including  officers  and  infirmary  corps, 
and  lost  43  killed  and  wounded  and  2  missing. 

AU  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  H.  McRBYNOLDS, 

Major,  Commanding. 

Col.  J.  A.  Andrews, 

Commanding  Young's  Brigade. 


No.  IIG. 


R&port  of  Lieut.  Col.  Abram  Harris,  Fourteenth  Texas  Cavalry  (dis- 

mounted). 

Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Texas  Cavalry  (Dismounted), 

November  1, 1864. 

Sir  :  My  regiment  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  at  Allatoona,  the  Ninth 
Texas  on  our  right  and  the  Tenth  Texas  on  our  left,  my  regiment  con- 
stituting the  point  of  direction.  We  moved  forward  to  within  twenty 
steps  of  the  first  works  of  the  enemy  and  formed  again,  having  our 
lines  broken  by  the  brush  and  fallen  timber  which  covered  the  ground. 
At  this  point  we  were  ordered  to  charge  the  second  line  of  breast- 
works of  the  enemy,  who,  having  been  driven  from  the  first  line,  were 
now  holdiDg  the  Missouri  brigade  in  check  from  their  second  line  of 
breast- works.  We  moved  forward  with  a  yell  and  carried  the  works 
in  front  of  us  in  less  than  five  minutes,  driving  the  enemy  out  of  their 
intrenchments  with  the  butts  of  our  giins  and  rocks,  as  we  did  not 
have  any  bayonets,  pursuing  them  to  within  twenty  steps  of  their  last 
and  only  work.  After  passing  the  second  line  of  works  some  six  or 
seven  steps  Col.  J.  L.  Camp  fell  wounded  severely  in  the  thigh.  We 
then  occupied  some  buildings  about  thirty  five  or  forty  steps  from  the 
enemy,  and  commenced  sharpshooting  the  enemy  in  the  fort  for  over 
two  hours,  when  we  received  orders  to  withdraw,  which  we  did  in  good 
order. 
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I  will  respectfully  state  that  we  entered  the  fight  with  eighty-seven 
guns.  We  lost  4  killed  and  45  wounded,  which  speaks  more  for  the 
undaunted  bravery  and  heroism  of  one  and  all  on  that  day  than  any- 
thing I  could  say.  It  is  hard  to  discriminate  where  all  did  their  duty 
so  nobly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  &c., 

A.  HARRIS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Fourteenth  Texas. 
Lieutenant  Lindsay. 


No.  117. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Claudius  W.  Sears,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  bri- 
gade. 

October  5, 1864. 

I  find  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  position  like  this : 


My  command  is  at  the  point  A.  I  have  a  very  difficult  position  to 
deploy  upon;  am  sending  out  my  skirmishers  and  they  have  commenced 
firing,  but  few  are  in  position.  Am  crowding  them  forward;  have  to 
debouch  around  the  bend  in  the  bayo\i.  I  will  form  line  of  battle  as 
soon  as  I  can  drive  their  skirmish  line  far  enough  back,  and  will  push 
the  matter  as  far  as  the  honor  of  our  arms  may  seem  to  demand. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

C.  W.  SEARS, 
Brigadier-  General. 
General  French. 
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Headqtjartees, 
[October  5,  1864]— 12.30  p.  m. 
Our  men  are  fighting  bravely.    Will  get  up  a  grand  charge  as  soon 
as  the  men  rest  a  little.    We  will  take  this  work,  if  possible.    Men  are 
greatly  fatigued.    We  are  iu  enemy's  works,  but  have  not  the  fort  yet. 
The  yells  of  your  men  do  us  great  good. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  SEAES, 


Major-General  French. 


Brigadier-  General. 


No.  lis. 


Report  of  Maj.   Oen.  Edward  G.   Walthall,   C.  8.  Army,  commanding 

division. 

Hdqes.  Walthall's  Division,  Stewart's  Corps, 

Verona,  Miss.,  January  14,  18G5. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
command  from  the  18th  of  July,  18G4,  till  the  close  of  the  campaign 
in  Tennessee  :* 

The  enemy  disappeared  on  the  Gth  [September]  and  there  was  a  sea- 
son of  rest  for  the  troops  till  Sunday  (18th),  when  we  moved  by  ]3ixon's 
Bridge  through  Fayetteville  to  a  point  six  miles  beyond  Palmetto,  and 
hei'e,  on  20th,  took  up  a  line  and  intrenched  between  the  Chattahoochee 
Eiver  and  the  railroad  leading  from  Atlanta  to  West  Point.  On  29th 
we  left  this  point,  and,  crossing  the  river  at  Pumpkin  Town,  moved 
toward  Brownsville  Post-Office,  reaching  there  the  following  evening. 
We  remained  here  till  October  2,  and  that  day  marched  ten  miles  iu 
the  direction  of  Big  Shanty,  and  the  day  after,  leaving  trains  behind, 
we  struck  the  Dalton  and  Atlanta  Railroad  at  that  jwint  at  4  or  5  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  following  Loring's  division.  Here  I  was  directed  to 
employ  my  command  in  tearing  up  and  destroying  the  track  of  the 
railroad  until  my  troops  met  those  of  Major-General  Loring,  who  were 
to  [be]  similarly  engaged  from  Acworth  down,  and  below  until  I  met 
Major-General  French's  command,  which  was  upcm  the  railroad  for  the 
same  purpose  above  Kenesaw  Mountain.  At  Moon's  Station  an  officer 
and  83  men,  who  were  found  in  a  stockade,  were  taken  by  Brigadier- 
General  Resmolds,  with  a  loss  of  G  men.  On  the  morning  of  the  4th, 
after  destroying  the  track  as  effectually  as  could  be  done  by  burning 
the  cross-ties  and  heating  and  bending  all  the  iron  rails  for  a  distance 
of  about  four  miles,  I  was  directed  to  move  to  Adams'  Cross-Eoads, 
about  five  miles  off,  and  encamp.  The  next  morning  we  continued  the 
march,  and  passing  to  the  right  of  Lost  Mountain  took  the  road  toward 
Van  Wert  by  way  of  New  Hope  Church,  and  leaving  Van  Wert  a  little 
to  the  left  passed  through  Cedartown  on  the  morning  of  the  9th.  On 
the  10th  we  crossed  the  Coosa  Eiver  ten  or  twelve  miles  below  Eome, 
and  encamped  that  night  near  Coosaville,  on  the  Eome  road.  The  next 
day,  taking  the  road  leading  through  Tesas  VaUey,  we  moved  in  the 
direction  of  Eesaca.  On  the  night  of  12th,  the  advance  division  of  the 
cori^s  having  reached  the  railroad,  I  was  halted  about  three  miles 
north  of  Eesaca,  and  the  next  day  moved  up  above  Tilton,  where  I 
was  engaged  until  a  late  hour  in  the  night  in  tearing  up  and  destroying 

*  For  portion  of  report  (liere  omitted),  relating  to  tlie  Atlanta  campaign,  see  Vol, 
XXXVIII,  Part  III,  p.  924.  • 
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that  part  of  the  railroad  track  allotted  to  me  by  orders  on  the  snhject 
which  were  issued  by  the  lieutenaut-general  commandiag.  After  this 
had  been  thoroughly  accomplished  we  moved  by  way  of  Dalton,  and 
passing  through  Dug  Gap  on  the  lith  and  Treadaway's  Gap  on  16th, 
on  by  way  of  Summerville  to  Little  Will's  Creek,  five  miles  from 
Gadsden,  Ala.  Here  we  remained  from  evening  of  20th  to  the  morn- 
ing of  22d,  and  issued  shoes  and  clothing  which  had  been  brought  up 
to  that  point  to  meet  us  by  previous  arrangement.  Our  march  fi'om 
this  point  was  through  Summit  and  Somerville  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Decatur,  where  we  remained  ftom  26th  to  29th,  threatening  the  town, 
which  was  well  fortified.  Some  skirDiishing  and  considerable  artillery 
firing  occurred  every  day  while  we  were  there,  but  without  results, 
except  the  loss  of  a  few  men.  Through  Courtland  and  Leighton  we 
moved  to  Tuscumbia,  arriving  there  31st,  and  moving  thence  up  to 
South  Florence  on  November  14.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  WALTHALL, 

Major-  General. 
Capt.  W.  D.  Gale, 

Assistant  Acljutant- General. 


No.  119. 


Report  o/Maj.  Gen.  William  B.  Bate,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  division, 

Hardee's  army  corps. 

Headquarters  Bate's  Division, 

Tupelo,  Miss.,  Jamiary  25, 1865. 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  corps  headquarters  I  have  the 
honor  most  respectfully  to  forward  this  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
command  in  the  late  Tennessee  campaign. 

After  an  absence  of  two  months  I  rejoined  the  Army  of  Tennessee  and 
took  command  of  my  division  near  Cedartowu  on  the  10th  of  October, 
1864.  During  my  absence  Lewis'  brigade,  of  my  division,  had  been  taken 
fi'om  me  and  mounted,  leaving  Jackson's,  Tyler's  (commanded  by  Brig. 
Gen.  T.  B,  Smith),  and  Fiuley's  (commanded  by  Col.  Robert  Bullock),  and 
Cobb's  battaUon  of  artillery,  composed  of  Slocomb's,  Beauregard's,  and 
Phillips'  batteries.  My  command  moved  from  that  time  in  conjunction 
with  Cheatham's  corps  until  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  October,  when  I 
was  sent  in  advance  upon  the  flanks  of  Dalton  to  Mill  Creek  Gap,  with 
instructions  to  take  the  block-house  in  that  gap  and  destroy  the  rail- 
road. Having  approached  within  three  miles  and  hearing  a  locomotive 
I  sent  forward  my  escort,  with  a  man  mounted  behind  each,  to  cut  the 
road  and  prevent  the  escape  of  the  trains  from  Dalton.  Upon  my  ar- 
rival I  found  a  formidable  work  so  commanding  the  gap  as  to  prevent 
my  passuig  through  it.  I  soon  surrounded  it  with  my  infantry  and 
placed  my  artillery  in  200  yards  on  a  commanding  point,  and  sent  for- 
ward a  flag  of  truce  to  demand  its  surrender.  The  flag  was  fired  on, 
killing  the  horse  of  my  assistant  adjutant-general,  Captain  Cheney, 
who  bore  it.  Thinking  it  done  through  mistake,  I  sent  another,  of 
which  no  notice  was  taken.  I  then  opened  my  battery,  the  Fifth  [Com- 
pany] Washington  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Chalaron  comm.auding,  with 

*For  continuation  of  report,  relating  to  the  Nashville  campaign,  see  Vol.  XLV, 
Part  I.  • 
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fine  effect,  and  also  had  the  sharpshooters  to  keep  uj)  a  fire  at  the  port- 
holes. The  infantry  was  put  to  destroying  the  railroad,  except  a 
part  of  Tyler's  brigade  (Shy's  regiment),  which  was  held  as  an  assault- 
ing party  in  case  the  block-house  could  not  be  taken  otherwise.  The 
block-house  was  constructed  of  timber  and  earth;  the  timber  was  com- 
pact and  four  feet  thick,  with  the  same  thickness  of  earth  thrown  up 
tor  five  or  six  feet  on  the  outside,  and  (iovered  with  the  same  depth  of 
timber  and  earth.  It  had  forty  port-holes  so  arranged,  both  on  the 
outer  and  inner  sides,  as  to  afford  opportunity  of  firing  in  almost  any 
direction.  A  ditch  was  dug  around  the  outside  filled  with  water.  The 
assault  was  to  be  made  at  night,  and  all  preparations  made  for  it;  but 
the  artillery  had  fired  with  such  accuracy  and  fatality  late  in  the  even- 
ing that  upon  demand  after  dark  it  unconditionally  surrendered.  The 
garrison  consisted  of  a  captain,  and  lieutenant,  and  50  men;  12  or  15  of 
whom  had  been  killed  and  wounded.  The  block-house  was  burnt  next 
morning,  and  the  destruction  of  the  railroad,  which  had  been  prose- 
cuted during  the  entire  night,  was  continued.  I  moved  Caswell's  bat- 
talion of  sharpshooters  to  Tunnel  Hill  early  in  the  morning,  together 
with  a  regiment  of  cavalry  (which  had  that  night  reported  to  me  for  tem- 
porary duty),  with  the  view  of  watching  the  enemy  at  that  point 
until  the  division  arrived.  They  found  it  had  been  evacuated  dur- 
ing the  night,  leaving  many  stores,  both  quartermaster's  and  commis- 
sary, most  of  which  were  secured  to  the  troops  of  my  command.  Those 
which  could  not  be  transported  were  burned.  The  railroad  was 
destroyed  nearly  to  the  tunnel,  a  distance  of  three  miles,  when  I  received 
orders  to  rejoin  and  bring  up  the  I'car  of  the  army,  taking  the  Villanow 
and  thence  the  La  Payette  road.  On  arriving  at  the  latter  i>lace  my 
command  moved  in  conjunction  with  Cheatham's  corps,  to  which  it  be- 
longed, to  Gadsden,  Ala.,  and  thence  across  Sand  Mountain  to  Decatur, 
Ala.,  where  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  October  I  was  ordered  on 
the  Oourtland  road,  and  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day  directed  by  Gen- 
eral Cheatham  to  press  my  skirmishers  as  near  as  practicable  to  the  fort. 
I  pushed  up  a  detachment  from  each  brigade,  under  Major  Caswell,  dur- 
ing the  night,  and  drove  the  enemy's  outi)OSts  and  skirmishers  into  the 
forts,  and  built  skirmish  ])its  on  the  same  plateau  with  and  within  200 
or  300  yards  of  the  fort.  My  skirmishers  were  connected  on  the  left  by 
those  of  Cleburne's  division.  The  enemy  came  out  early  next  morning, 
turning  tlie  extreme  left  of  Cleburne's  skirmish  line,  and  passed  to  the 
rear  of  the  left  of  mine,  capturing  25  of  my  men.  As  soon  as  ascertained 
General  Jackson,  with  Colonel  Mitchell's  regiment  (being  on  the  right), 
retook  and  held,  with  much  promptness  and  gallantry,  the  pits,  with  a 
loss,  however,  of  8  or  10  men.  In  obedience  to  orders  I  moved  my  com- 
mand with  the  corps  that  evening  on  the  Courtland  road;  thence  to 
Tuscumbia,  where  we  remained  for  two  weeks,  and  crossed  the  Tennes- 
see River  on  November  13. 

Major  Cobb  having  been  sent  to  the  hospital  on  account  of  indisposi- 
tion, Captain  Beauregard,  by  virttie  of  rank,  took  command  of  the  bat- 
talion of  artillery.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  BATE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  James  D.  Porter, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

*  For  coutiuuation  of  report,  relating  to  tlie  Nashville  camiiaigu,  see  Vol.  XLV, 
Parti. 
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OCTOBEB  2-11,  1864. — Operations  in  Southwest  Mississippi  and  East  Lou- 
isiana, including  skirmish  at  Marianna,  Fla.,  September  27. 

stjm:m;a.e,y  o:f  the  i»RiNciP.A.r,  events. 

Oct.  2,  1864. — Descent  on  Fayette,  Miss. 

4,  1864. — Skirmislies  at  and  near  Bayon  Sara,  La. 

4-12,  1864. — Expedition  from  Natchez  to  Woodville,  Miss.,  and  skirmishes 
(,5th  and  6tli). 

5,  1864. — Skirmish  .at  Tliompson's  Creek,  near  Jackson,  La. 

Skirmisli  at  Alexander's  Creek,  near  Saint  Francisvillc,  La. 
5-8,  1864. — Expedition  from  Tunica  Landing  to  Fort  Adams,  Miss. 

Expedition  ii-om  Natchez  to  tlie  Homochitto  River,  Miss. 
8,  1864. — Capture  of  Confederate  mail  and  recapture  of  Union  flags,  near 
Saint  Joseph,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  La. 
9-10,  1864. — Skirmishes  near  Bayou  Sara,  La. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Edward  E.  S.  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Military  Division  of 
West  Mississippi,  including  skirmish  at  Marianna,  Fla.,  September  27,  cap- 
ture of  Confederate  mail,  and  recapture  of  U.  S.  flag.s  near  Saint  Joseph, 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  River,  La. 

No.  2. — Maj.  Gen.  Napoleon  J.  T.  Dana,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  Vicks- 
bnrg.  * 

No.  3. — Col.  Embury  D.  Osband,  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  commanding  expedition 
to  Woodville. 

No.  4. — Col.  Lorcn  Kent,  Twenty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  of  expedition  from  Tunica 
Landing  to  Fort  Adams,  Miss. 

No.  5. — Col.  Bernard  G.  Farr-ar,  Sixth  II.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery,  of  expedition 
from  Natchez  to  the  Homochitto  River,  Miss. 

No.  6. — Brig.  Gen.  George  B.  Hodge,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  Sonthwest 
Mississippi  and  East  Lonisiana. 

No.  7. — Col.  John  S.  Scott,  First  Lonisiana  Cavalry,  of  skirmishes  at  Thompson's 
Creek  and  near  Bayon  Sara,  La. 

No.  8. — Col.  Frank  P.  Powers,  Powers'  Regiment  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  Cavalry, 
of  skirmishes  at  and  near  Bayou  Sara,  La. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Hdicard  R.  8.  Ganhy,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding 
Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  including  sMrmish  at  Marianna, 
Fla.,  8eptemher  27,  capture  of  Confederate  mail,  and  recapture  of  U.  8. 
flags  near  8aint  Joseph,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  River,  La. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  October  10, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  summary  of  recent  operations: 
First.  An  expedition  into  West  Florida,  under  command  of  Briga- 
dier-General Asboth,  reached  Marianna  on  the  afternoon  of  the  27th 
of  September,  capturing  that  place  after  a  stubborn  resistance  of  sev- 
eral hours.  The  result  is  the  capture  of  81  prisoners  of  war  (amongst 
them  a  brigadier-general  and  a  colonel),  95  stand  of  arms,  large  quan- 
tities of  quartermaster's  and  commissary  stores,  over  200  fine  horses 
and  mules,  and  400  head  of  cattle.  Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
amounts  to  32  ;  of  the  former,  Capt.  M.  M.  Young,  Seventh  Vermont, 
and  Lieut.  E.  W.  Ayer,  Second  Maine  Cavalry;  of  the  latter,  General 
Asboth  himself,  who  had  his  left  cheek  bone  broken  and  his  left  arm 
fractured  in  two  places. 

'  *  See  also  pp.  570,  571.  ~ 
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Second.  An  expedition  sent  by  Major-Gen  eral  Dana  from  Eodney, 
Miss,  (composed  of  colored  cavalry  and  infantry),  reached  Fayette  on 
the  2d  instant,  capturing  600  head  of  fine  cattle,  a  large  number  of 
horses  and  mules,  and  several  prisoners.  Another  expedition  sent  by 
General  Dana  attacked  the  enemy  at  Woodville  at  7  o'clock  on  Thurs- 
day morning,  capturing  3  guns,  1  captain,  1  lieutenant,  54  enlisted  men, 
and  killing  40  of  the  enemy.  No  loss  whatever  on  our  side  sustained 
in  this  engagement. 

Third.  A  cavalry  expedition,  under  Brig.  Gen.  A. .  L.  Lee,  reached 
Clinton  on  Thursday  morning  at  7  o'clock,  capturing  47  prisoners,  the 
rebel  mails,  telegraph  office,  &c.,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  stores 
and  ammunition.  Amongst  the  prisoners  captured  are  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Pinkney,  provost-marshal-general  of  the  district  (installed  in 
his  office  a  few  hours  before  the  arrival  of  our  troops),  1  captain,  and  2 
lieutenants.  From  there  the  expedition  moved  to  Greensburg,  where  a 
tannery  and  2,000  sides  of  leather  were  destroyea ;  and  thence  to  Osyka, 
where  4,000  jjounds  of  bacon,  12  barrels  of  whisky,  100  dozen  of  boots 
and  shoes,  and  large  quantities  of  corn  and  meal  were  destroyed,  and 
the  telegraph  operator  and  many  important  dispatches  captured. 
Camp  Moore,  with  a  large  amount  of  clothing  and  gray  cloth,  was  like- 
wise destroyed,  and  over  200  fine  horses  and  mules  captured.  General 
Lee  returned  to  Baton  liouge  at  noon  yesterday,  followed  by  a  large 
number  of  negroes. 

Fourth.  Lieut.  I.  N.  Earl,  Fourth  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  commanding 
a  special  permanent  scouting  party  of  twenty-five  men,  having  learned 
of  an  intended  attempt  to  cross  a  valuable  rebel  mail  at  Saint  Joseph, 
on  the  western  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  landed  on  Saturday  morning  last 
three  miles  above  that  place,  proceeded  inland  about  ten  miles,  when 
he  succeeded  in  capturing  Major  Springer,  quartermaster  and  chief  of 
the  secret  service  of  the  rebel  War  Department,  another  major,  late 
chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 
2  captains,  and  2  privates.  The  officers  were  riding  in  an  ambulance 
which  contained  a  large  and  valuable  mail  and  14  battle-flags  taken 
from  our  forces  during  the  Eed  Eiver  campaign,  and  which  were  on 
their  way  to  Richmond.  Lieutenant  Earl,  upon  learning  that  a  large 
mounted  escort  was  close  at  hand,  pushed  for  the  river  with  all  dis- 
patch, and  reached  here  this  morning  safely  with  his  captures.  The 
boats  found  at  Saint  Joseph,  and  upon  which  this  party  were  to  have 
crossed,  were  all  destroyed.  General  Asboth,  I  regret  to  learn,  will 
probably  lose  an  arm. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Major  General^  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  2. 


Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Napoleon  J.  T.  Dana,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Dis- 
trict of  Vicksburg. 

Natchez,  October  7, 1864. 
(Received  New  Orleans  9.15  a.  m.  8th.) 
My  cavalry  attacked  the  enemy  at  Woodville  yesterday  at  7  a.  m. 
Enemy  250  strong,  with  a  battery  of  three  guns.     Our  forces  killed  40 
of  the  enemy  and  captured  the  battery,  with  its  captain  and  Ueuteuant 
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and  54  men.  Woodville  post-ofi&ce  and  telegraph  office,  with  Eichmond 
dates  of  the  4th  and  instruments,  taken.  I  send  you  the  telegrams  and 
some  dispatches  by  a  tug.  We  have  not  lost  a  man  thus  far,  and  only 
4  horses  were  killed.  Our  spoils,  together  with  several  hundred  head 
of  stock  and  several  hundred  negroes,  are  at  Fort  Adams  in  safety. 
Scott  was  making  preparations  for  au  attack  on  my  forces  this  morning. 

N.  J.  T.  DANA, 

Major- General. 
Major-General  Cakby. 


Headquaetees  Disteict  of  Vicksbueg, 

Natchez,  Miss.,  October  7,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 

As  before  reported,  I  landed  1,300  cavalry  and  four  guns,  with  500 
infantry,  at  Tunica  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  5th.  They 
marched  to  Pinckneyville,  and  from  there  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  under 
Col.  E.  D.  Osband,  moved  to  Woodville,  whilst  the  infantry,  under  Col- 
onel Kent,  Twenty-ninth  lUinois  Volunteers,  marched  to  Fort  Adams. 
Early  in  the  morning  of  the  6th  Colonel  Osband  discovered  that  Col- 
onel Gober,  with  a  command  of  about  250  men  and  a  battery  of  three 
guns,  was  encamped  about  two  miles  from  him,  and  he  immediately 
marched  on  him  and  succeeded  in  surrounding  him  in  a  piece  of  woods, 
where  he  killed  40,  captured  the  battery,  with  Captain  Holmes,  who 
commanded  it,  a  lieutenant,  and  54  men.  Colonel  Osband,  being  ham- 
pered with  a  large  number  of  contrabands,  besides  a  considerable  herd 
of  stock,  and  his  captured  guns  and  prisoners,  thought  it  best  to  fall 
back  to  Fort  Adams  to  turn  them  over  to  Colonel  Kent.  Last  night  he 
was  encamped  four  miles  from  Fort  Adams  on  the  road  to  Woodville, 
and  intended  to  march  again  to  Woodville  this  morning,  unless  he  was 
attacked  by  Scott,  who  followed  him.  The  telegrajjh  instruments  and 
dispatches,  as  well  as  the  mail  at  the  post-office  at  Woodville,  were 
captured,  and  I  herewith  inclose  telegrams*  from  Eichmond  to  include 
the  4th  instant.  I  hear  unofficially  that  Major  Cook,  with  the  Third 
U.  S.  Cavalry  (colored),  captured  the  battery. 

Colonel  Farrar,  with  1,000  infantry  and  two  guns,  is  on  the  Homo- 
chitto,  and  I  have  not  yet  heard  from  him. 

I  requested  Brig.  Gen.  M.  K.  Lawler  to  land  a  force  at  Bayou  Sara 
and  make  a  diversion  toward  Clinton  and  Woodville  in  my  favor.  I  am 
informed  that  he  did  so,  and  that  artillery  tiring  was  heard  near  Bayou 
Sara  all  day  on  the  5th. 

I  am  glad  to  inform  you  that  thus  far  my  Avhole  loss  may  be  summed 
up  in  4  horses  killed. 

Very  respectfully, 

N.  J.  T.  DANA, 

Major-  General. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Cheistensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  3Iississippi. 

A DDEN OA  . 

Genbeai,  Ordees,  )  Hdqes.  District  of  Vicksbueg, 

No.  60.  J  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  October  12, 1864. 

It  is  the  pleasant  duty  of  the  major-general  commanding  to  make 
acknowledgment  of  the  very  creditable  services  of  the  cavalry  of  this 

*  Omitted  as  unimportant. 
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command  during  their  late  operations,  -which  have  resulted  in  killing 
upward  of  70  of  the  enemy,  capturing  the  same  number,  with  a  battery 
of  light  artillery,  two  mails,  and  a  telegraph  ofiftce,  destroying  a  large 
amount  of  subsistence  stores,  small-arms  and  ammunition,  besides 
bringing  in  about  1,000  head  of  cattle,  300  valuable  mules,  and  many 
horses.  These  operations  have  extended  over  500  miles,  and  it  is  very 
gratifying  that  no  robbery  or  marauding  has  been  complained  of.  The 
improved  discipline  of  the  regiments  reflects  credit  on  the  officers  and 
will  always  be  a  matter  of  pride  with  every  man  belonging  to  the  bri- 
gade, as  that  improves  their  endurance  and  the  efficiency  of  the  mounts 
increases,  and  with  those  results  the  weight  and  shock  of  the  charge. 

Let  all  officers  and  men  now  apply  themselves  strictly  to  instruction 
and  discipline.  Let  no.  officer  be  absent  from  Avater  and  stable  calls. 
Look  well  to  the  health  of  the  soldier  and  to  the  condition  of  his  best 
friend — his  horse — and  let  us  be  ready  for  the  operations  of  an  early 
day. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  IST.  J.  T.  Dana: 

R  W.  FOX, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  3. 


Report  of  Col.  Emhury  D.  Osband,  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  com- 
manding expedition  to  Woodville. 

Headquaeters  Cavaley  Forces, 

Vielcsburg,  Miss.,  October  13, 1864. 
Captain:  Pursuant  to  orders  from  the  major-general  commanding  I 
left  Natchez,  Miss.,  on  the  4th  day  of  October,  at  6  p.  m.,  on  the  trans- 
ports provided,  with  detachments  of  the  Fifth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Eleventh 
Illinois  Cavalry,  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry, 
and  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  one  section  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  Bat- 
tery, and  one  section  of  Company  K,  Second  Illinois  Light  Artillery, 
and  a  detachment  of  the  signal  corps,  in  all  amounting  tf)  1,200  men. 
I  landed  at  Tunica  Bend,  La.,  at  4  a.  m.  on  the  5th  instant,  and  imme- 
diately marched  in  the  direction  of  Woodville,  Miss.  When  ten  miles 
from  Woodville,  hearing  heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  Bayou  Sara,  I 
pi'oceeded  toward  that  point  as  far  as  Sligo,  but  there,  finding  tliat  the 
firing  receded  faster  than  we  advanced,  I  moved  toward  Woodville,  and 
after  surrounding  the  town,  charged  with  two  regiments,  completely 
surprising  the  rebels  and  capturing  12  jirisoners,  1  caisson,  12  army 
wagons  with  teams,  &c.  The  Fifth  Illinois  Volunteer  Cavalry  secured 
almost  all  of  the  above  captures.  Leaving  a  strong  provost  guard  to 
search  the  town  I  moved,  after  destroying  the  telegrai)h  and  capturing 
the  mail,  half  a  mile  south  of  the  village  and  encamped  the  command. 
At  daylight  I  forwarded  all  prisoners  and  captured  property  to  Fort 
Adams  to  meet  the  boats,  and  prepared  to  march.  Hearing  at  this 
time  of  the  position  of  a  rebel  force  upon  my  right  flank  about  one  mile 
and  a  half  distant,  I  immediately  sent  the  Fifth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Third 
U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  and  the  section  of  Company  K,  Second  Illinois 
Light  Artillery,  to  the  left,  and  moved  with  the  Eleventh  llhnois  Vol- 
unteer Cavalry  and  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  and  the  section  of  the 
Twenty-sixth  Ohio  Battery  to  the  right.  (Inclosed  please  find  plan  of 
field  and  position  of  regiments,  marked  A.*)    The  column  sent  to  the  left 
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moved  rapidly,  the  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry  iu  advance,  and  met  a 
severe  fire  from  Gober's  cavalry,  as  the  command  rose  the  hill  in  rear  of 
the  rebel  position.  The  artillery  of  the  column.  Fifth  Illinois  Volunteer 
Cavalry  supporting,  opened  at  about  1,000  yards  range,  and  did  flue 
execution.  Maj.  J.  B.  Cook,  with  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  push- 
ing rapidly  to  the  rear,  stampeded  Gober's  command,  and  gained  the 
rear  of  the  battery,  when,  forming  line  of  battle,  he  charged  throiigh  the 
woods,  one  battalion  with  revolver  and  one  with  saber,  cutting  dowu  the 
rebels,  who  were  now  deserting  the  battery,  driving  the  gunners  from 
and  capturing  the  guns.  The  batterymen  rushing  forward  were  se- 
cured as  prisoners  of  war  by  the  Fifth  Illinois  Cavalry,  who  were  in 
line  immediately  in  front.  In  the  mean  time  the  other  column  was  met 
with  stubborn  resistance  at  the  point  where  the  railroad  meets  the  road, 
and  by  the  delay  caused  in  dislodging  this  force  only  reached  the  scene 
of  action  in  time  to  assist  in  securing  the  prisoners,  who  had  scattered 
through  the  woods.  The  results  of  this  half  hour's  work  were  one  12- 
I)ounder  howitzer,  two  6-pounder  smooth-bore  guns,  150  rounds  of  fixed 
ammunition,  horses  and  harness  complete,  3  battle-flags,  41  prisoners, 
and  40  of  the  enemy  killed.  Our  loss  was  nothing.  The  fight  occuiTed 
near  tlie  residence  of  Judge  McGehee,  who  had  breakfast  cooked  for 
the  rebels.  Our  men  ate  the  breakfast  without  difficulty,  and  giving 
Judge  McGehee  half  an  hour  to  move  out  of  his  residence,  burned  it, 
together  with  the  quarters  he  had  erected  for  the  use  of  the  rebels.  I 
now  sent  one  company  of  the  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Captain 
Bentley  commanding,  to  the  right  of  our  position  about  one  mile,  when 
he  succeeded  in  stampeding  one  company  of  rebel  cavalry.  He  found 
and  destroyed  35  saddles  and  35  stand  of  arms.  I  also  caused  to  be 
burned  at  Woodville  about  $100,000  worth  of  commissary  stores,  C.  S. 
Army,  consisting  of  salt,  sugar,  flour,  tobacco,  and  cotton  cloth.  I  now 
moved  rapidly  to  a  point  four  miles  from  Fort  Adams,  sending  captured 
property  to  the  boats  at  that  point  in  waiting.  Here  at  the  junction 
of  these  roads  the  advance  (Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry)  found  and 
drove  some  two  miles  a  small  party  of  rebels.  Our  loss  was  2  wounded 
slightly.  During  the  night  I  learned  that  wc  had  met  Powers'  regi- 
ment, 200  strong.  Before  daylight,  in  attempting  to  surround  them,  our 
l>lan  was  accidentally  discovered  and  frustrated.  The  Fourth  Illinois 
Cavalry  had  1  man  wounded,  who  afterward  died.  Expecting  to  meet 
Scott's  command  and  the  combined  rebel  force  at  Woodville,  I  marched 
at  8  a.  m.  for  that  point,  but  found  no  enemy  within  twenty  miles. 
Encamped  on  Buffalo  Creek.  Marched  next  morning  at  daylight,  and 
meeting  Colonel  Farrar  at  Kingston  reached  Natchez  at  4  p.  m. 

I  regret  to  add  that  that  gallant  oflQcer,  Lieut.  Col.  Otto  Funke,  com- 
manding Eleventh  Illinois  Volunteer  Cavalry,  while  marching  in  column 
on  this  side  of  Woodville  was  painfully  but  not  dangerously  wounded 
by  some  bushwhackers  concealed  in  the  thick  brush. 

Embarking  on  transports  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  I  reached  camp  at 
Vicksburg  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  instant. 

I  learned  at  Woodville  that  in  the  skirmish  with  Towers'  regiment 
the  enemy  lost  their  commanding  officer.  Major  McKowen,  and  8  killed. 

A  SUMMAKY  OP  THE  TWELVE  DAYS'  SCOUT. 

The  command  embarked  and  disembarked  twice,  traveled  by  river 
175  miles,  and  marched  by  land  260  miles.  They  lost  no  material,  had 
only  2  men  killed  and  1  officer  and  5  men  slightly  wounded.  The 
enemy's  loss  in  killed  is  Major  McKowen,  commanding  Powers'  regiment, 
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C.  S.  Army,  and  Lieutenant  Dodds,  secret  scout,  0.  S.  Army,  and  54 
enlisted  men;  and  by  capture,  4  commissioned  officers  (Captain  Holmes, 
the  leader  of  the  expedition,  which  recaptured  the  Chesapeake),  the  lieu- 
tenant and  post  commissary  of  subsistence  at  Woodville,  a  son  of  Gen- 
eral Liddell,  and  an  acting  assistant  surgeon,  C.  S.  Army,  and  82  enlisted 
men. 

The  command  captured  3  x)ieces  of  cannon,  1  caisson,  350  rounds 
ammunition,  harness,  &c.,  1,000  head  beef-cattle,  300  shoep,  and  be- 
tween 300  and  400  horses  and  mules,  12  army  wagons,  harness,  &c. ; 
destroyed  about  350  stand  of  small-arms,  $100,000  worth  of  subsistence 
stores,  the  telegraph  station  at  Woodville,  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
line,  the  printing  oifice  at  Woodville,  and  secured  a  large  amount  of  in- 
formation through  captured  dispatches,  and  otherwise  valuable  to  the 
Government,  and  also  gained  175  able-bodied  colored  recruits. 

The  command  returned  in  good  health,  and  vrith.  a  tew  days'  rest  are 
ready  for  another  raid  on  the  enemy. 

I  stated  in  a  former  report  that  I  desired  to  prefer  charges  against 
Lieutenant  Earl,  commanding  Major-General  Canby's  scouts;  while  I 
do  not  desire  to  again  have  him  under  my  command,  his  gallant  action 
in  [rejcapturing  the  flags  of  our  armies  and  sealed  dispatches  at  Saint 
Joseph  leads  me  to  believe  that  he  is  a  valuable  agent  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  1  would  most  respectfully  decline  to  prosecute  him  for  what 
I  thought  unofficer-Uke  conduct. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

E.  D.  OSBAND, 
Colonel  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry. 

Capt.  F.  W.  Fox, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  4. 


Report  of  Col.  Loreti  Kent,  Twenty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  of  expedition 
from  Natchez  to  Fort  Adams,  Miss. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-ninth  Eegt.  Illinois  Vol.  Infty., 

Fo^-t  McPherson,  Natchez,  Miss.,  October  8,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 
On  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  at  7  a.  m.,  with  this  regiment  and 
eleven  men  of  the  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry,  I  marched  from  Tunica 
Landing,  Miss.,  on  the  road  to  Fort  Adams,  via  PinckneyviUe,  a  distance 
of  eighteen  miles,  arriving  at  5  p.  m.  No  enemy  was  seen  on  this  route, 
but  small  parties,  I  afterward  learned,  hovered  about  our  flanks  at  a 
respectful  and  safe  distance.  We  drove  in  to  camp  about  100  good  beef- 
cattle.  On  the  following  morning  I  mounted  (on  mules  captured  the 
previous  day)  thirty-five  of  my  men,  and  with  the  squad  of  the  Fourth 
Illhiois  Cavalry  and  100  infantry  moved  in  the  direction  of  Buffalo 
Creek,  a  distance  of  ten  miles,  returning  about  dark  with  100  head  of 
cattle,  many  serviceable  horses  and  mules,  and  quite  a  number  of  able- 
bodied  negro  men.  Upon  my  arrival  at  Fort  Adams  I  found  Colonel 
Osband  with  a  portion  of  his  command,  who  gave  information  and 
brought  in  stock.  According  to  information  given  in  detail  in  my  pre- 
vious report,  for  prudential  reasons,  also  previously  made  known  to 
you,  I  determined  to  remain  at  Fort  Adams  until  this  morning  at  8 
o'clock.    Yesterday  was  occupied  in  loading  stock,  cotton,  wagons,  and 
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property  of  various  descriptions.  This  moruing  at  8  a.  m.  the  steamer 
having  troops  and  stores  on  board  got  under  way  for  this  place,  where 
we  arrived  at  6  p.  m.,  the  delay  being  chiefly  occasioned  by  a  very  hard 
wind.  I  received  from  Colonel  Osband,  I  believe  in  all  to  be,  54  pris- 
oners of  war,  who  have  been  placed  in  custody  of  the  provost-marshal. 
The  negroes,  including  those  of  all  ages  and  sizes,  numbered  between 
200  and  300,  and  have  been  rei^orted  to  the  superintendent  of  freed- 
men. 

The  number  of  cattle  brought  uji  on  boats,  my  quartermaster  informs 
me,  will  amount  to  about  335,  and  will  be  turned  over  to  the  commissary 
of  subsistence  in  the  morning.  The  horses  and  mules  captured  by  my 
command  number  about  90,  and  are  all  serviceable.  This  does  not  in- 
clude those  brought  here  and  captured  by  forces  under  Colonel  Osband. 
I  also  caused  the  seizure  of  a  lot  of  cotton  at  Fort  Adams,  which  was 
placed  in  charge  of  an  ofScer,  with  orders  to  turn  the  same  over  to  the  spe- 
cial agent  Treasury  Department,  as  per  instructions  contained  in  General 
Orders,  No.  51,  headquarters  Militaiy  Division  of  West  Mississippi.  I 
am  unable  to  do  more  than  approximate  to  the  actual  amount  of  prop- 
erty that  has  come  into  my  possession,  but  in  the  transfer  of  the  same, 
as  per  instructions  this  night  received,  I  will  be  able  to  make  an  accu- 
rate return,  if  desired.  I  have  to  report  Privates  Justice  Eearden, 
Joseph  Heath,  and  Stephen  Sealey,  Company  G,  Fourth  Illinois  Cav- 
alry, who,  without  authority,  entered  a  house  near  Pinckneyville,  and 
took  a  uniform  complete,  worn  by  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  TJ.  S.  serv- 
ice in  the  war  of  1812 ;  also  a  citizen's  coat.  The  clothing  was  recov- 
ered and  placed  in  the  hands  of  Captain  Lord,  of  gun-boat  Chillicothe, 
to  be  returned  at  my  request.  With  this  exception,  I  make  no  com- 
plaints of  the  behavior  of  the  men. 

Permit  me  to  suggest  to  the  major-general  commanding  that  in  the 
country  near  the  Homochitto  Biver  and  Buffalo  Creek  there  is  a  large 
amount  of  cattle,  horses,  negroes,  &e.,  yet  left  (as  we  touched  but  a 
very  small  portion  of  it),  and  can  be  easily  obtained  by  a  comparatively 
smaU  force  at  Fort  Adams. 

I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  many  courtesies  extended 
to  myself  and  command  by  Captain  Lord,  of  the  gun-boat  ChiUicothe, 
and  the  officers  of  his  boat. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  KENT, 
Colonel,  Commanding-  Txventy-ninth  Illinois  Volunteers, 

Capt.   J.   W.  MiLLEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  supplementary  report 
to  the  one  handed  in  this  morning : 

The  amount  of  property  brought  up  on  the  transport  from  Fort  Ad- 
ams and  turned  over  to  the  proper  officer,  in  obedience  to  orders  of 
Major-General  Dana,  is  as  follows,  as  per  report  made  to  me  by  the  quar- 
termaster in  charge,  viz:  73  serviceable  mules,  24  serviceable  horses, 
330  beef-cattle,  46  bales  of  cotton,  6  wagons,  that  can  be  easily  con- 
verted into  army  wagons.  The  negroes,  of  all  ages  and  sizes,  numbered 
215. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  KENT, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
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No.  5. 

Report  of  Col.  Bernard  G.  Farrar,  Sixth  U.  8.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery, 
of  expedition  from  Natchez  to  the  Homochitto  River,  Miss. 

Headquarters, 
Vidalia,  La.,  October  9, 1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  Special 
Orders,  No.  80,  headquarters  Natchez,  and  to  instructions  from  the 
major-general  commauding  District  of  Viclcsburg,  I  proceeded  with  the 
conniiand  designated,  on  the  Liberty  road,  iu  the  direction  of  Uavard's 
Ferry,  Homochitto  River,  twenty-nine  miles  from  Natchez.  I  started 
on  the  morning  of  the  5tli  instant  at  daylight,  and  marched  eighteen 
miles,  when  we  went  into  camp  for  the  night.  Resumed  the  march  the 
next  morning  at  daylight,  and  at  12  m.  the  same  day  readied  Havard's 
Ferry,  where  we  encamped.  Finding  that  the  river  could  not  be  forded 
at  this  place,  I  sent  a  detachment  of  150  infantry  and  25  cavalry,  under 
Major  RejTiolds,  with  instructions  to  proceed  three  miles  farther  up  the 
river  to  Wilson's  Ferry,  ascertain  tlie  depth  of  water  at  the  ford,  and  en- 
deavor to  gain  some  information  of  the  movements  of  the  cavalry  forces 
under  Colonel  Osband.  The  exx>edition  left  at  5  i>.  m.  and  rejoined  me  at 
8  p.  m.  On  the  following  morning  I  again  sent  a  detachment  of  cavalry 
for  the  same  purpose  to  Wilson's  Ferry.  Having  received  a  report  that  a 
fight  had  occurred  at  Woodville,  and  fearing  that  Colonel  Osband  would 
fail  to  connect  with  my  command  at  Havard's  Ferry,  I  determined  to 
move  back  to  a  position  eighteen  miles  from  Natchez,  on  the  7th  instant. 
The  same  night  (7th)  I  received  information  from  Captain  Sproat  that  a 
fight  had  occurred  between  Colonel  Osband  and  the  rebel  forces,  and 
that  after  his  victory  over  them  the  colonel  had  fallen  back  toward 
Fort  Adams,  with  the  purpose  of  again  advancing.  I  then  determined 
to  move  on  the  foUoAving  morning  to  Kingston.  On  the  morning  of 
the'.8th  I  moved  from  the  Liberty  to  the  Kingston  road,  eight  miles, 
sending  my  captured  stock  direct  to  Natchez  by  the  former  road.  On 
my  arrival  at  Kingston  I  met  the  forces  of  Colonel  Osband,  then  en 
route  for  Natchez.  The  object  of  the  expedition  being  thus  ac;com- 
plished  I  returned  with  my  command  and  arrived  at  Natchez  at  10.30 
p.  m.  the  8th.  The  troops  conducted  themselves  in  an  orderly  manner; 
no  dejiredations  were  committed  and  very  little  straggling.  On  the 
entrance  of  the  troops  into  the  city,  some  firing  took  jJace  by  men 
who  had  straggled  from  their  command.s,  and  eluding  my  advance 
guard  reached  the  city  and  fort  before  me.  Not  a  shot  was  fired  by 
the  troops  in  the  column.  1  find  by  the  reports  of  officers  that  the  firing 
in  the  fort  was  done  principally  by  the  fortification  guard,  and  from  the 
camp  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry. 

On  the  expedition  1  of  our  men  was  slightly  wounded  while  in  ad- 
vance, and  1  rebel  soldier  killed.  AVe  captured  and  brought  in  20 
horses  and  mules,  250  head  of  cattle,  35  head  of  sheep,  and  10  colored 
recruits. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  FARRAR, 
Colonel  Sixth  U.  8.  Colored  Artillery,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  C.  B.  Smith, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  George  B,  Hodge,  G.  S.  Army,  command/ing  District 
of  Southtvest  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana. 

LiBEETY,  Miss.,  October  13, 1864. 
His  Excellency  President  Davis, 

Richmond,  Fa.; 

Mr.  President:  Knowing  the  anxiety  you  feel  in  regard  to  this 
district,  I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  a  copy  of  my  report  of  the  recent 
raid  of  the  enemy  in  this  region.  They  did  but  little  damage,  got  no 
cotton,  and  carried  away  bnt  few  negroes.  They  burned  the  house  of 
your  old  friend  Judge  McGehee,  and  abused  the  old  gentleman  and 
his  wife.  I  had  but  650  troops  to  meet  them  with.  I  found  here 
but  420  for  service.  Many  more  are  in  process  of  organization,  but  ar- 
rangements were  incomi)lete  when  the  storm  burst  upon  us.  My  way 
is  fuU  of  troubles,  but  I  think  I  see  a  better  day  ahead  of  me,  if  1  am 
permitted  by  the  Senate  to  go  on.  At  all  events,  until  they  decide  I 
shall  endeavor  to  evince  my  appreciation  of  all  your  kindness  by  untir- 
ing efforts  to  carry  out  your  Avishes.  There  is  a  great  deficiency  in  arms 
and  equipments  even  of  those  troops  I  have,  but  I  will  not  trouble  Your 
Excellency  with'complaints.  If  in  any  of  the  stei>s  I  have  taken,  and 
which  I  have  written  Your  Excellency  of,  you  think  a  change  desir- 
able, I  should  be  most  grateful  for  a  letter  from  you  pointing  out  the 
desired  alteration.  The  enemy  is  very  strong  at  Baton  Rouge  and 
Morgauza  (25,000),  and  other  raids  may  be  expected,  which  I  will  en- 
deavor to  guard  against. 

With  high  respect,  your  grateful  friend, 

GEO.  B.  HODGE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[IncloBure.] 

Hdqes.  Dist.  op  Southwest  Miss,  and  East  La., 

JAherty,  Miss.,  October  13, 1864. 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  the 
operations  in  this  district  connected  with  the  recent  raid  of  the  enemy: 

On  the  evening  of  October  3,  while  at  Clinton,  La.,  I  was  informed 
that  the  enemy  had  lauded  a  large  force  at  Bayou  Sara  and  were  ad- 
vancing both  upon  Jackson  and  Woodville,  Miss.  I  immediately  tele- 
graphed Colonel  Gober  at  Woodville  to  be  on  the  alert,  and  called  in 
Colonel  Ogden  from  Tangi])ahoa.  At  !>  p.  m.  intelligence  came  in  that 
the  enemy  had  re-embarkcd.  On  the  morning  of  the  4th,  at  10  a.  m.,  I 
learned,  however,  that  he  had  again  landed  and  was  advancing  on  Jack- 
son. I  re-enforced  the  oflScer  in  command  on  the  Jacikson  road,  first 
by  two  companies  and  finally  by  Scott's  entire  regiment,  sending  Col- 
onel Scott  to  take  command  in  person.  At  midnight  I  received  a  dis- 
patch from  Colonel  Scott  that  the  enemy  were  in  position  near  Jackson 
with  a  battery  of  artillery,  and  asking  for  the  Third  Louisiana  ( Cavalry]. 
I  was  unwilling  to  send  this  regiment  at  the  time,  as  it  was  covering 
the  road  from  Baton  Eouge  to  Clinton,  and  as  I  hiul  been  warned  by 
my  agents  that  the  enemy  had  been  for  some  time  preparing  a  formid- 
able and  extensive  raiding  force  to  sweep  the  district  and  capture  my 
batteries,  trains,  and  stores. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  having  received  no  intelligence  from  Col- 
onel Scott,  but  hearing  incessant  and  heavy  discharges  of  artillery,  I 
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sent  it  to  [liis]  assistance.  This  left  the  Baton  Eouge  road  picketed 
witli  but  twenty  men,  wliile  I  liad  only  Ogden's  command  of  sixty-four 
men  to  protect  OUnton,  with  the  aitillery  and  trains  of  the  First  and 
Third  Louisiana  and  Ogden's  command.  I  telegTaphed  Gober  to  leave 
])ickets  in  front  of  Woodville,  and  by  a  rapid  march  to  attack  the  enemy 
in  flank  and  rear,  but  so  soon  as  the  enemy  had  been  driven  back  to 
resume  with  celerity  his  original  position  at  Woodville.  The  day  passed 
without  any  message  or  dispatch  from  Colonel  Scott.  At  5  p.  m.  I  was 
informed  by  telegram  from  Woodville  that  the  enemy  were  entering 
Woodville  2,000  strong.  It  was  now  evident  that  the  attack  and 
invasion  was  a  combined  one,  and  that  I  must  look  for  demonstrations 
both  from  Woodville  and,  as  I  had  been  previously  warned,  fi'om 
Baton  Rouge.  I  immediately  sent  couriers  to  Colonel  Scott  to  cross 
to  Centreville,  effect  a  junction  with  Gober,  and  throw  himself  be- 
tween Woodville  and  Liberty,  the  depot  of  supplies.  Taking  Ogden 
and  all  the  trains,  I  crossed  by  a  night  march  to  Liberty  and  placed 
Ogden  in  position  covering  the  approaches  from  Clinton  to  Woodville. 

At  daylight  of  the  Cth  scouts  brought  information  that  the  enemy, 
3,000  strong,  Arere  advancing  from  Natchez  by  Wilson's  Ferry  road  on 
Liberty,  and  through  Meadville  on  Brookhaven.  At  11  a.  m.  I  learned 
that  Scott  had  failed  to  concentrate  with  Gober,  but  that  Gober  had 
attacked  the  enemy  at  Woodville;  had  been  repulsed,  losing  3  pieces 
of  cannon;  that  the  enemy  had  dashed  into  Clinton  from  Baton  Ii(mge 
800  strong,  and  that  another  column  was  moving  on  Greensburg  by 
way  of  Williams'  Bridge,  on  the  Amite.  I  had  previously  warned  the 
ofiicers  on  tlie  line  of  the  railroad  to  be  prepared  and  to  send  everything 
valuable  to  Brookhaven,  and  had  instructed  Colonel  Wingfield  to  call 
out  the  militia  and  defend  the  road.  I  now  ordered  both  Scott  and 
Gober  to  fall  back  to  Liberty,  and  sent  my  own  escort  to  scout  the 
Natchez  road.  They  did  not  arrive  until  the  morning  of  the  7th,  much 
jaded  and  worn  down.  I  immediately  massed  the  trains  on  the  Brook- 
haven road,  sending  them  nine  miles  back,  and  ordered  the  troops  to 
rest  and  feed  their  horses. 

At  3  ]).  m.  of  the  7th  the  scouts  on  the  Natchez  road  brought  in  word 
that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  Homochitto  and  were  advancing  rapidly 
on  Liberty,  and  that  the  column  from  Greensburg  was  advancing  on 
the  railroad.  I  ordered  Colonel  Scott  with  the  First  and  Third  Loui- 
siana to  proceed  ten  miles  out  on  the  Natchez  road,  Gober  to  guard  the 
approaches  from  Greensburg;  should  Scott  encounter  the  enemy  to 
check  him,  and  falling  back  effect  a  junction  again  at  Liberty,  when  we 
would  fall  back  along  the  Brookhaven  road  until  the  trains  were  safe, 
then  resume  active  efforts  against  the  enemy.  At  7  p.  m.  a  courier  from 
Summit  reached  me  with  the  information  that  the  enemy  had  occupied 
Osyka  and  were  advancing  up  the  road,  having  dashed  in  at  2.30  p.m. 
It  now  became,  as  1  supposed,  a  matter  of  vital  importance  to  get  the 
trains  to  Brookhaven  before  the  column  from  Osyka  could  reach  them 
and  before  the  enemy  could  reach  Liberty.  I  ordered  Colonel  Scott  to 
oome  in;  that  by  consolidating  all  my  force  we  could  hold  the  Natchez 
force  in  check,  while  Ogden,  with  his  small  command,  moved  on  in 
fi-ont  of  the  trains.  At  9.30  p.  m.  a  dispatch  from  Colonel  Scott  in- 
formed me  that  at  11  he  would  march  by  a  cross-road  to  Marcellus, 
tw^elve  miles  back  on  the  Brookhaven  road,  and  join  me.  At  10  p.  m. 
I  moved  back  with  Gober  to  the  designated  point  and  waited  three 
hours,  when  intelligence  reached  me  from  Colonel  Scott  that,  being 
satisfied  there  was  no  enemy  on  the  railroad,  he  had  gone  back  to 
Liberty.    The  citizens,  however,  were  confident  that  the  enemy  were 
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at  Summit.  I  orderexl  Colonel  Scott  to  Avait  at  Liberty,  Avatching 
the  enemy  in  the  dii^ection  of  Natchez  and  Woodville;  crossed  myself 
at  daylight  to  Summit,  fourteen  miles;  then  crossed  to  Liberty, twenty- 
four  miles,  and  arrived  there  only  to  find  Colonel  Scott  gone,  leaving  a 
verbal  message  that  he  had  gone  to  Woodville.  Here  a  dispatch  reached 
me  fi'om  General  Gardner  to  the  effect  that  the  enemy  liad  again  struck 
the  railroad  at  Tangipahoa  and  were  still  in  heavy  force  at  Greensburg. 
I  immediately,  withGober's  command,  inovedto  Greensburg  by  a  night 
march  and  scouted  to  Williams'  Bridge  and  Stony  Point,  but  found  the 
enemy  retiring,  and  returned  to  Liberty,  ordering  Colonel  Scott  to  occupy 
Clinton  again,  and  placing  Ogdeu  at  Woodville. 

Colonel  Gober's  command  is  so  exhausted  that  it  mUvSt  have  rest.  I 
have  placed  itatl^ebo  Church  to  recruit  and  cover  the  approaches  from 
Greensburg  to  the  railroad,  and  the  district  is  for  the  present  free  from 
the  enemy.  The  large  force — 26,000  men — at  Morganza  arid  Baton 
Kouge  have  led  me  to  believe  that  these  demonstrations  will  be  frequent 
and  vigorous,  and  I  earnestly  ask  for  more  troops. 

I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  promptness  and  cheerful- 
ness with  which  Colonels  Gober  and  Ogden  and  the  officers  and  men  of 
their  commands  obeyed  my  orders;  and  while  not  desiring  to  censure 
any,  I  can  but  regret  that  the  same  cheerful  obedience  to  orders  was 
not  universal . 

Colonel  Gober  lost  3  howitzers,  but  undoubtedly  checked  the  advance 
of  the  Woodville  column  and  prevented  its  coming  to  Liberty.  With 
this  exception  Ave  have  lost  nothing,  AA^hile  a  force,  as  nearly  as  I  can 
compute,  of  7,500  of  the  enemy,  after  an  exhausting  raid  of  five  days, 
have  retired  baffled.  We  stiU  have  all  our  rifle  pieces,  our  stores,  trains, 
and  transportation. 

I  desire,  also,  to  express  my  high  appi'eciation  of  the  services  of  my 
assistant  adjutant-general  (Captain  liobinson)  and  the  other  officers  of 
my  staff,  particularly  Major  Bynuni,  Avho,  in  charge  of  a  company  of 
scouts,  hung  on  the  enemy's  front  and  flanks,  and  constantly  gave  me 
reliable  and  valuable  information.  But  for  his  efforts  I  shoulci  have 
been  surprised  by  the  Greensburg  column,  and  I  cannot  too  highly  ex- 
])ress  my  obligations  to  him ;  and  my  assistant  adjutant-general,  Avho 
Avas  Avith  me  during  the  most  active  and  wearisome  marches,  during 
Avhich  \y(i  Avere  in  the  saddle  for  twenty  hours  in  every  twenty-four,  and 
for  five  days  and  nights. 

I  am,  major,  respectfully, 

GEO.  B.  HODGE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  A.  T.  Bowie,  Jr., 

Assist  ant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  7. 


Report  of  Col.  John  S.  Scott,  First  Louisiana  Cavalry,  of  .tkirmishes 
at  Thompson's  Creeh  and  near  Bayou  Sara,  La. 

Headquarters, 
Liberty,  Miss.,  October  28, 1864. 
General  :  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  to-day  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  movement  and  action  of  the 
troops  under  my  command  during  the  late  raid  in  East  Louisiana: 

On  Monday,  the  3d  of  October,  you  being  in  Clinton  at  my  head- 
quarters, it  was  reported  by  the  commanding  officer  of  a  company 
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of  the  First  Louisiana  Cavalry  that  thts  enemy  had  landed  in  some 
force  at  Bayou  Sara.  You  ordered  me  to  await  theix"  development. 
On  Tuesday  morning  they  were  reported  by  the  same  officer  as  enter- 
ing Jackson.  At  my  suggestion  my  regiment  (the  First  Louisiana 
Cavalry)  was  sent  out  (eighty-six  strong,  with  one  piece  of  artillery)  to 
meet  them.  A  few  hours  after  my  regiment  was  started  the  enemy 
were  reported  to  be  skirmishing  with  one  of  my  companies  at  Keller's 
Cross-Koads,  within  ten  miles  of  Clinton.  1  asked  permission  to  go  to 
the  front  to  direct  the  movements  against  the  enemy.  Before  leaving, 
however,  after  conference  with  me,  you  had  ordered  Colonel  Gober, 
with  his  and  Colonel  Powers' regiment,  to  move  directly  from  Wood ville 
or  its  vicinity  to  Whittaker's  Springs,  a  point  six  miles  from  Jackson, 
within  the  angle  formed  by  the  Bayou  Sara  and  Woodville  and  Jackson 
and  Woodville  roads.  I  reached  Keller's  Cross-Eoads  about  dark  and 
found  my  regiment,  under  Acting  Major  Campbell,  bivouacked  at  that 
place.  I  then  learned  that  the  enemy,  about  2,000  strong  (infantry, 
cavalry,  and  one  battery),  were  encamped  one  mile  from  Jackson  at 
Thomi)son's  Creek,  two  miles  and  a  half  from  my  camp.  I  immediately 
dispatched  as  to  their  disposition  and  numbers,  and  asked  you,  if  you 
could  spare  them,  to  send  me  re-enforcements,  as  1  should  attack  the 
enemy  at  daylight.  1  also  dispatched  a  courier  by  a  circuitous  route  to 
inform  Colonels  Gober  and  Powers  that  I  would  attack  the  enemy  at 
daylight,  supposing  them  to  be  at  Whittaker's  Springs,  in  accordance 
with  your  order  of  that  day,  and  asking  them  at  the  same  time  to  attack 
in  the  rear.  Fearing  that  one  courier  might  fail  I  sent  three  during  the 
night.  To  these  I  received  no  reply.  Before  daylight  1  received  one 
piece  of  artillery  from  you,  making  my  force  eighty-six  men  and  two 
pieces  of  rifled  cannon. 

At  daylight  on  tlie  5th  I  proceeded  to  make  the  attack  on  the  enemy's 
camp.  They  had  a  strong  position  on  the  south  sideof  Thompson's  Creek, 
but  throwing  my  whole  force  forward  as  skirmishers  and  openingbriskly 
with  my  two  ])ieces  I  soon  succeeded  in  routing  the  enemy  and  driving 
him  in  considerable  confusion  from  his  camp.  Five  miles  from  the  point 
at  which  I  attacked  the  enemy's  rear  guard  was  overtaken  and  he  again 
made  a  stand,  but  the  nature  of  the  ground  was  such  that  I  pushed  my 
sharpshooters  up  and  picked  off  a  few  of  his  artillerymen  and  he  again 
retired.  Had  1  only  thirty  additional  meu  at  this  place  1  could  easily 
have  taken  his  battery,  for  his  cavalry,  after  a  few  well-directed  shots 
ii-om  the  artillery,  fled.  Another  feeble  stand  was  made  at  Alexander's 
Creek,  one  mile  from  Saint  FrancisviUe,  to  cover  their  retreat  to  their 
boats.  After  the  retirement  of  the  enemy  I  ^as  joined  at  tlie  outskirts 
of  Saint  FrancisviUe  by  Colonels  Gober  and  Powers.  I  told  Gober  that 
I  had  attacked  the  enemy  at  daylight  with  eighty  men,  having  seen  his 
orders  to  be  at  Whittaker's  Springs  and  expected  help  from  him,  and 
that  if  he  had  been  at  the  point  to  which  he  was  ordered  we  would  ha,ve 
captured  the  entire  party.  On  arriving  within  half  a  mile  of  Saint 
FrancisviUe  I  ordered  Colonels  Gober  and  Power;?,  in  comidianco 
with  your  two  orders  just  received  to  that  effect,  to  proceed  and 
occupy  their  original  position  at  Woodville  and  Homochitto.  Colonel 
Gober  then  informed  me  that  it  was  reported  that  the  enemy  were 
marching  from  Fort  Adams  in  the  direction  of  Woodville.  1  told  him 
that  it  was  your  order  that  he  resume  his  original  position,  and  if  he 
found  the  enemy  too  strong  for  him  to  call  on  me  and  1  would  help  him 
out.  I  have  never  heard  from  Colonel  Gober  officially  from  that  time 
to  this.  My  men  and  horses  being  entirely  worn  out,  and  in  absence 
of  orders  to  the  contrary  I  camped  my  conniiand  (First  Louisiana  Cav- 
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airy,  86  men)  and  Third  Louisiana  Cavalry  (150  men),  who  liad  reached 
me  after  the  fight  "was  over,  on  Alexander's  Creek,  two  miles  irom 
Bayou  Sara.  At  9  o'clock  that  night  Ca])tain  1^'oster,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  Second  District  Mississippi  Kiver,  came  to  my  camp,  ac- 
companied by  Ma,].  J.  M.  Taylor  and  ex-Governor  li.  C.  Wickliilo. 
These  gentlemen  had  gone  to  see  Captain  Foster  to  arrest  his  shelling 
the  town  of  Saint  Francisville,  assuring  him  that  the  pursuit  was 
stopped  by  me.  His  presence  in  my  camj)  was  unauthorized  and 
unexpected,  but  as  he  was  assured  of  a  safe  return  to  his  boat  I  felt 
compelled  to  comply  with  the  iiromise  given. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Cth  I  marciied  for  Clinton,  having  heard 
nothing  from  you  since  3  p.  m.  on  the  6th,  whicli  ordered  me  to  send 
Colonels  Gober  and  Powers  back  to  their  original  positions.  Four 
miles  from  Jackson  I  heard  rumors  that  Colonel  Gober  had  been  whipped 
at  Woodville,  losing  his  artillery  and  many  of  his  command.  A  few 
moments  after  one  of  my  own  regiment,  who  had  been  absent  from  his 
command,  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy  were  in  Clinton,  and  that  he 
had  captured  one  of  the  pickets.  A  few  moments  afterward  I  received 
an  order  ft'om  you  to  the  effect  that  you  had  left  Clinton  and  would  con- 
centrate near  Centreville,  and  if  I  was  pressed  to  get  out  of  the  country 
the  best  way  I  could. 

I  marched  through  Jackson  at  1  p.  m.  on  the  6th,  and  at  Keller's 
Cross-Eoads  I  learned  from  one  of  my  scouts  that  the  force  in  Clinton 
was  very  small,  and  about  the  same  time  I  heard  from  stragglers  com- 
ing in  from  Gober's  command  that  the  enemy  was  not  moviug  from 
Woodville  in  the  direction  of  Liberty,  and  I  intended  to  attack  and 
capture  the  200  men  and  occupy  Clinton.  I  accordingly  dispatched 
Lieut.  John  W.  Leake,  of  my  staff,  and  Lieutenant  Brown,  of  the 
scouts,  with  about  100  men,  to  cross  the  Comite  and  reach  the  plank 
road  at  a  point  near  CUntou  on  the  south  side,  while  I,  with  the  balance 
of  the  force,  would  make  an  attack  on  the  morning  of  the  7tli  at  day- 
light from  the  direction  of  Liberty. 

As  T  was  moving  around  on  the  night  of  the  6th  to  get  into  position 
I  received  the  following  order,  commanding  me  to  suspend  all  oper- 
ations agaiuvSt  Clinton  and  march  to  Liberty : 

Headquahters  District, 

Octoher  7,  1804—1.30  a.  m. 
Col.  J.  S.  Scott, 

Near  Clinton,  Osyka  Boad: 
Colonel:  I  am  directed  by  General  Hodge  to  say  to  you  that  yon  will  suspend  all 
demonstration  upon  Clinton  and  move  witb  your  wliole  force  at  once  to  this  place, 
which  he  resards  as  most  in  danger  at  present.  The  enemy  reported  In  heavy  force 
.at  Woodville,  having  captured  3  guns  of  Holmes' battery  .and  most  of  his  officers  and 
men,  and  moving  on  Liberty.  Even  if  such  were  not  the  case,  the  animals  of  Ogden's 
command  are  .altogether  too  much  jaded  to  admit  of  any  co-operation  with  you  at 
Clinton.  You  will  therefore  join  the  main  force  here  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully, 

N.  T.  N.  ROBINSON. 

I  reached  Liberty  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  and  reported  my  arrival. 
At  about  2  p.  m.  I  received  the  following  order: 

Headqiiarters, 

Oetubei-  7,  1SG4. 
Colonel  Scott: 

Scouts  on  upper  N.atchez  road  report  enemy  advancing  on  Wilson's  Ferry  road  in 
heavy  force.     Yon  will  move  out  with  your  command  to  meet  them  at  once. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Hodge : 

N.  T.  N.  ROBINSON, 
Acting  Aasiaiant  Adjutant- General. 
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In  accordance  with  which  I  moved  rapidly  on  the  Wilson's  Ferry 
road.  Finding  no  enemy  or  no  signs  of  one  within  ten  miles,  I  halted 
and  sent  forward  my  scouts,  who  afterw.ird  reported  to  me  that  seven 
negro  soldiers  had  appeared  at  Wilson's  Ferry  that  morning,  who,  after 
being  fired  on  by  some  stragglers,  had  retreatedi 

Wliile  feeding  about  dark  on  the  same  evening  I  received  the  follow- 
ing order: 

October  7,  1864. 
Col.  J.  S.  Scott: 

Coloxel:  Certain  information  received  that  the  enemy  have  attacked  Osyka; 
moving  on  Summit.  Supposition  is  that  parties  are  scattered,  so  that  the  gen- 
eral wishes  to  fall  back  on  Brookhaven  to-night.  As  soon  as  you  have  given  the 
enemy  a  check  fall  back  on  Liberty,  where  he  will  await  you.  Greensbnrg  and  Camp 
Moore  roads  well  guarded. 
Very  respectfully, 

N.  T.  N.  ROBINSON, 
Acting  Assistant  Jdjutant-General. 

I  then  wrote  you  that  for  me  to  cross  the  angle  and  join  you  on  the 
Brookhaven  road  would  save  me  a  ride  of  ten  or  twelve  miles,  and  that 
my  horses  were  so  much  jaded  that  I  would  be  compelled  to  rest  until 
11  o'clock;  one  hour  after  which  I  received  the  following  order  from 
you: 

Headquarters, 
October  7,  1864— 7.30  p.  m. 
Col.  J.  S.  Scott: 

Colonel:  Report  from  Wingfield,  at  Summit,  2  p.  m.,  that  enemy  tnmed  off  at 
Osyka  on  the  Osyka  [railroad].     Colonel  (iober  all  ready.     Trains  and  artillery  gone 
to  Brookhaven.     The  general  is  waiting  for  you  to  come  in.     As  you  know,  he  is  ap- 
prehensive of  a  coluum  heading  us  off  at  Brookhaven  from  Natchez. 
Respectfullv, 

N.  T.  N.  ROBINSON, 
Actimj  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

I  saddled  up  immediately,  and  when  about  to  march  I  received  the 
following  order  from  you : 

Headqitarters, 
October  7,  1864—8  p.  m. 
Col.  J.  S.  Scott: 

Colonel:  The  general  desires  you  to  hurry  up  in  a  gallop.     Reports  every  moment 
of  enemy  on  Grcensburg  road,  advancing  rapidly. 
Respectfully, 

N.  T.  N.  ROBmSON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjulant-General. 

When  I  arrived  in  Liberty  I  found  you  had  left,  and  before  leaving 
the  town  myself  I  received  a  dispatch  (which  1  forwarded  you)  from 
Lieutenant  Bro^\'n,  my  scout,  who  informed  me  that  the  enemy  were 
retiring  on  Baton  Rouge.  A  few  moments  after  sending  you  the  dis- 
patch of  Lieutenant  BroM'n  I  received  one  from  Lieutenant  Leake,  on 
the  plank  road,  informing  me  that  General  Lee's  cavalry  from  Baton 
Rouge  only  numbered  800  men.  They  came  only  as  far  as  Williams' 
Bridge,  some  fourteen  miles  south  of  Clinton,  sending  200  men  into 
Clinton  and  80  men  in  the  direction  of  the  railroad. 

I  waited  twelve  hours  in  Liberty  for  orders,  and  then  hearing  that 
the  enemy  were  returning  to  Woodville,  I  moved  out  to  meet  them.  I 
found  them  on  Sunday,  the  9th,  between  Bayou  Sara  and  Woodville. 
Skirmished  with  them  on  Sunday  evening  and  Monday  morning,  when 
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they  again  retreated  to  their  boats  at  Bayou  Sara,  and  I  marched  my 
command,  in  order  to  forage  my  horses  and  feed  my  men,  to  Keller's 
Cross-Eoads. 

In  my  engagements  around  Bayou  Sara  the  enemy  lost  65  killed  and 
wounded;  we  buried  11.    My  loss  was  1  man  killed  and  4  wounded. 

As  an  apology  for  the  length  of  this  report  I  would  beg  to  say  that 
the  character  of  this  raid  renders  it  necessary  to  enter  more  into  the 
form  of  a  narrative  than  a  concise  military  report. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  S.  SCOTT, 
Colonel  First  Louisiana  Cavalry. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  B.  Hobge, 

Comdg.  Dist.  of  Southwest  Miss,  and  East  La.,  Liberty,  Miss. 


No.  8. 


Report  of  Col.  Frank  P.  Powers,  Powers^  Regiment  Louisiana  and  Mis- 
sissippi Cavalry,  of  sMrmishes  at  and  near  Bayou  Sara,  La. 

Headquabtees  Cavalry  Command, 
Camp  on  Homochitto,  November  4,  1864. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
4th  [ultimo]  I  received  an  order  from  General  Hodge  to  report  with  my 
command  to  Colonel  Gober.    I  reached  Woodville  about  12  o'clock; 
pushed  on  in  direction  of  Bayou  Sara,  and  met  the  enemy  twelve  miles 
below  Woodville  a  Uttle  before  dark.    I  would  state  that  on  my  receiv- 
ing the  unexpected  order  to  join  Colonel  Gober  the  greater  portion  of 
my  command  was  at  that  time  on  detached  service  arresting  absentees 
and  deserters.    I  was  only  enabled  to  re-enforce  Gober  with  about 
seventy-five  men.    This  officer  taking  command  soon  after  my  arrival, 
we  drove  the  enemy  into  Bayou  Sara,  or,  I  should  rather  say,  we  fol- 
lowed them  at  a  snail's  pace.    After  this  feat,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  commanding  officer,  I  turned  my  command  over  to  Captain  Mc 
Kowen  and  left  the  field;  returned  to  the  Homochitto,  by  jray  of 
Liberty,  for  the  purpose  of  concentrating  my  command. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
I  am,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  P.  POWERS, 
Colonel,  Commanding,  &c. 
Capt.  N.  T.  N.  Robinson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


OCTOBER  10,  1864.— Affair  at  South  Tunnel,  near  Gallatin,  Tenn. 
Rej)ort  of  Capt.  Benjamin  S.  Nicldin,  Thirteenth  Indiana  Battery. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Gallatin,  Tenn.,  October  10, 1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  the  following  statement  regarding  the 
attack  on  the  colored  troops  at  the  tunnel : 

About  3.30  o'clock  this  p.  m.  two  soldiers  of  the  Fortieth  U.  S.  Col- 
ored Infantry  came  to  these  headquarters  with  report  that  Harper  and 
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his  band  had  attacked  them  at  the  tunnel,  and  that  they  (being  only  two) 
could  not  resist  them,  and  started  for  this  [place],  pressing  two  horses 
in  on  the  road.  The  negroes  stated  that  the  rebels  were  tearing  the 
track  uj),  burning  ties,  &c.  I  immediately  sent  (3.45)  Captain  Cleve- 
land, of  First  Tennessee  Mounted  Infantry,  with  forty  men,  to  the  scene. 
At  ."j  o'clock  this  evening  I  sent  Lieutenant  (xable  and  fifteen  men  of 
the  One  hundred  and  lirst  Colored  Itcgiment  iip  the  railroad  to  the  tun- 
nel and  Buck  Lodge  to  remain  until  I  could  hear  from  you.  Not  ex- 
pecting to  hear  from  the  cavalry  until  to-morrow  I  gave  tliem  orders  to 
pursue  and  kill  every  one  of  the  scoundrels  they  (;aught,  and  hearing 
from  the  conductor  or  baggageman  of  the  down  train  that  he  saw  6 
dead  bodies — i  soldiers  and  2  railroad  hands — lying  neai'  the  track, 
some  of  them  with  the  heads  cut  oi)en  with  an  ax,  and  only  seven  men 
at  the  tunnel,  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Gable  to  remain  as  stated,  and  to- 
night at  7  o'clock  I  sent  six  of  my  batterymen  armed,  on  a  hand-car, 
up  to  the  tunnel,  with  orders  to  the  sergeant  to  investigate  fully  and 
report  to  me  to-night.  I  am  now  waiting  on  them  to  return,  which  will 
be  11  or  12  o'clock  to-night.  I  will  then  Wnish  this  report  in  time  to 
send  it  you  by  the  1  o'clock  train  to-night. 

While  waiting  for  them  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  country  above  us  is  full  of  guerrillas.  (lovernor  Johnson's  ])rocla- 
mation  enrolling  the  citizens  is  sending  them  to  the  guerrillas  and  to  the 
rebel  army.  This  county  has  not  even  the  germ  of  loyalty  in  it,  and 
while  the  rebels  and  guerrillas  are  advised  of  every  movement  of  our 
side  we  can  learn  nothing  of  them  until  too  late.  Men  that  talk  loud, 
both  here  and  at  Nashville,  of  their  devotion  to  the  Union,  never  do  an 
act  for  its  support,  but,  if  their  negroes  are  to  be  believed,  when  they  are 
at  home  stigmatize  all  as  Yankees,  and  chuckle  over  the  way  they  get 
around  the  Federal  authorities.  I  have  a  long  list  of  names,  together 
Avith  witnesses  and  charges,  that  I  will  forward  you  as  soon  as  1  get  it 
completed,  showing  how  the  citizens  of  this  and  Wilson  County  act, 
and  if  I  am  here  next  week  will  try  and  arrest  some  of  them.  If  there 
was  one  more  full  company  of  mouut.ed  [men]  liere  than  there  is,  the 
county  could  be  kept  quiet,  because  if  every  man  who  furnished  them 
anything  was  dealt  with  severely  they  would  soon  learn  to  fear  us  as 
much  as  they  pretend  to  fear  the  rebels  or  guerrillas,  and  when  they 
learned  that  lesson  they  could  and  would  give  us  information.  There  is 
not  force  enough  at  this  point — there  is  only  sixty  cavalry  (Tennessee 
mounted  infantry)  and  my  battery  that  are  at  all  reliable;  eighteen  of 
the  cavalry  are  on  picket  duty  every  day,  and  fifteen  of  the  artillery  as 
patrol,  and  leaves  but  few  men  for  scouting  purposes.  One  company 
more,  either  infantry  or  mounted,  with  what  Ave  have  would  do,  for  we 
could  always  have  enough  men  to  scout  within  fifteen  to  twenty  miles 
of  the  post.  The  guards  on  the  railroad  are  negroes,  and  recruits  at 
that. 

Twelve  o'clock  at  night. — My  couriers  have  not  returned  from  up  the 
road  yet,  but  I  learn  from  the  conductor  on  this  train  that  Harper  and 
his  band  killed  .5  of  the  colored  soldiers  and  split  their  heads  open,  set 
fire  to  the  wood  pile,  but  the  coming  of  the  cavalry  we  sent  up  started 
them.  If  I  learn  anything  further  I  Avill  write  you. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

BEN.  S.  NICKLIN, 
Captain  Thirteenth  Indiana  Battery,  Commanding  Post. 

Maj.  B.  H.  Polk, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
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OCTOBEE  10-28,  1864.— Operations  in  East  Tennessee. 

sttm:m:j^e"X"  oif  the  princii'-A.l  k'vign'xs. 

Oct.  10,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Thorn  Hill,  near  Bean's  Station. 

15,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Mossy  Creek. 

16,  1864.— Skirmish  near  Bull's  Gap. 

18,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Clinch  Monntain. 

21,  1864. — Skirmish  in  Clinch  Valley,  near  Sneedvillo. 

27,  1864. — Skirmishes  at  Mossy  Creek  and  Panther  Springs. 

28,  1864. — Action  at  Morristown. 

Skinnish  at  Russellville. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Alvan  C.  Gillem,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  U.  S.  Forces. 

No.  2. — Maj.  Gen.  .John  C.  Breckinridge,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of 

Western  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee. 
No.  3. — Brig.  Gen.  .John  C.  Vaughn,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Brig.ade. 
No.  4. — Col.  John  B.  Palmer,  Fifty-eighth  North  Carolina  Infantry,  commanding 

Mountain  District  of  North  Carolina. 
No.  5. — Lieut.  David  J.  Hynds,  Company  A,  Third  Tennessee  Infantry  (mounted), 

Provisional  Army. 
No.  6. — Sergt.  A.  B.  Byrd,  Macheth  (South  Carolina)  Light  Artillery. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Alvan  G.  Gillem,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  U.  S. 

Forces. 

Headquaetbes  Goveenor's  Gtjaeds, 

Hendersoii's  Mill,  November  8, 1864. 

GOTEENOE :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  troops  under  my  command  from  the  l!>th  to  the  28th 
of  October: 

I  had  been  aware  for  some  days  that  General  Williams,  commanding 
a  rebel  cavalry  division  of  about  2,500  men  and  three  pieces  of  artillery, 
had  been  ordered  to  join  Hood  by  way  of  the  French  Broad  and  Ten- 
nessee Valley.  I  hail  also  learned  that  ou  his  way  down  the  valley,  it 
was  Williams'  intention  to  turn  luy  jiosition  at  Bull's  Gap  by  crossing 
the  French  Broad  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Chucky,  while  General 
Yaughn  made  a  demonstration  in  my  front. 

On  the  19th  of  October  I  learned  that  Williams  had  arrived  at  New- 
liort,  and  that  Vaughn  was  at  Greencville.  That  night  I  crossed  my 
command  to  the  north  side  of  the  Holston  River  at  Anderson's  Ford, 
intending  to  attack  a  rebel  force  of  two  regiments  at  Eogersville,  but 
the  rebel  commander.  Major  Day,  learning  that  I  had  crossed  the  river, 
and  believing  that  I  was  i^m-sued  by  Vaughn  and  Williams,  crossed 
CUnch  Mountain,  and  marched  down  the  valley  of  the  Clinch.  Learn- 
ing of  this  move  I  marched  down  the  Holston  Valley,  and  at  Moores- 
bnrg  detached  Colonel  Parsons,  with  Mnth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  or- 
dered him  to  cross  the  Clinch  Mountain  by  way  of  Flat  Gap,  and  to 
march  down  the  Clinch  Valley  in  the  enemy's  rear. 

Late  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  I  reached  Bean's  Station,  and  found 
the  enemy  in  the  gap.    Night  came  before  I  could  dislodge  him.    1 
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ordered  an  attack  the  next  morning  at  4  o'clock,  but  the  enemy,  learning 
my  force,  retreated  about  daylight  up  the  Clinch  Valley,  pursued  by  a 
battalion  of  the  Eighth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  under  Major  Sawyers. 
About  7  a.  m.  the  enemy  met  Colonel  Parsons.  Attacked  thus  in  front 
and  rear  he  was  routed  and  driven  through  Sneedville,  with  a  loss  of 
15  killed,  including  2  captains,  8  men,  17  horses,  and  43  guns  ca]>tured. 
This  little  affair  reflects  much  credit  upon  Colonels  Tarsons  and 
Brownlow. 

On  the  22d  instant  I  learned  that  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of 
Hood  to  capture  Chattanooga,  and  hold  lower  East  Tennessee,  that 
Williams'  command  had  been  ordered  to  Georgia  by  way  of  Paint 
Mountain,  Tenn.,  and  Asheville,  N.  C.  No  sooner  had  I  received 
this  information  than  I  determined  to  cross  the  river  and  attack  Gen- 
eral Vaughn,  who.had  advanced  to  Morristown,  and  on  tlie  23d  crossed 
the  Holston  at  Dyer's  Ford  and  encamped  at  New  Market.  It  being 
necessary  to  go  to  that  point  to  get  some  necessary  supplies  and  am- 
munition, I  was  unavoidably  detained  at  New  Market  until  the  27th, 
the  military  authorities  at  Knoxville  acting  with  much  ap])arent  in- 
difference in  regard  to  furnishing  supplies  for  my  command. 

On  the  27th  I  marched  from  New  Market,  and  met  the  enemy's  pick- 
ets at  Mossy  Creek ;  skirmished  with  them  until  we  arrived  at  Panther 
Springs,  where  Ave  came  upon  about  250  of  the  enemy,  who  were  charged 
by  a  battalion  of  the  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  under  comjnand  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ingerton.  The  rebels  lost  3  killed  and  o  captured. 
It  was  now  5  o'clock,  and  we  were  yet  five  miles  from  Morristown. 
There  Avas  not,  therefore,  time  enough  to  attack  the  enemy  at- that 
place  and  secure  anything  like  a  decisive  result.  I  therefore  determined 
to  defer  the  attack  until  morning.  That  night  the  troops  lay  upon 
their  arms  ready  for  action  at  a  moment's  warning. 

0)1  the  28th  we  left  camp  at  7.30  a.  m..  Colonel  Parsons,  command- 
ing Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  in  the  advance.  The  remainder  of  the 
troops  marched  in  the  followhig  order :  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 
Battery  E,  First  Tennessee  Light  Artillery,  Eighth  Tennessee  Cavalry; 
the  train  I  left  at  Panther  Springs  under  a  guard  of  two  companies 
of  the  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry.  The  enemy's  i)ickets  were  met  soon 
after  leaving  camp,  and  rapidly  driven  in.  About  t)  a.  m.  we  came 
upon  the  enemy's  skirmish  line  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  Mor- 
ristown. Colonel  Parsons  immediately  charged  and  drove  them  back 
upon  their  main  body,  which  was  discovered  drawn  up  in  tAvo  lines, 
one  just  west,  the  other  east  of  the  village  of  Morristown.  The  lines 
extended  entirely  across  the  open  fields,  with  the  flanks  resting  on  the 
woods,  their  ai'tillery  on  the  flanks  of  the  second  line.  The  distance 
between  their  lines  Avas  about  800  yards.  I  brought  forward  Patter- 
son's battery,  and  jjlacing  it  on  an  eminence  on  our  right  flank  shelled 
their  front  line  for  a  short  time,  whilst  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ingerton 
was  forming  his  regiment  in  a  column  of  fours  by  companies.  Every- 
thing being  ready  I  ordered  Colonel  Ingerton  to  charge  the  center  and 
right  of  their  front  line.  The  distance  seijarating  our  line  from  that 
of  the  enemy  was  about  1,000  yards.  The  first  (JOO  yards  of  this  dis- 
tance was  passed  over  at  a  walk,  and  with  an  utter  disregard  for  the 
shoAver  of  shells  hurled  at  them  by  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  which 
could  not  be  replied  to  "by  our  artillery  without  endangering  our  oavu 
troops.  When  about  400  yards  from  the  enemy's  line  our  cavalry  took 
a  trot.  Soon  after  the  enemy  opened  a  musketry  fire  from  his  entire 
line,  and  Ingerton  charged.     For  a  moment  both  parties  were  envel- 
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oped  in  smoke;  the  next  the  rebels  were  seen  fleeing,  hotly  pursued 
by  Ingerton's  regiment.  Just  at  this  time  the  enemy  endeavored  to 
turn  our  right  flank.  Colonel  Parsons  was  ordered  to  meet  this  move- 
ment and  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank.  It  Avas  my  intention  not  to  charge 
their  left  flank  and  second  line  until  Parsons  had  obtained  a  position 
from  which  he  could  cut  off  their  retreat,  but  before  Parsons  could  com- 
plete his  move  I  perceived  the  enemy  preparing  to  charge  our  battery. 
I  immediately  ordered  Colonel  Patton,  commanding  Eighth  Tennessee 
Cavalry,  to  charge  their  left  and  center,  whilst  Ingerton,  who  had  re- 
formed his  regiment,  should  charge  their  right.  Both  charges  were 
gallantly  made,  and  the  enemy  routed  and  fled.  The  entire  command 
were  then  ordered  to  pursue,  and  the  order  was  promjitly  obeyed  and 
the  enemy  followed  beyond  Eussellville.  Their  loss  was  85  left  dead  on 
the  field.  Including  6  offi(;ers ;  224  captured,  including  19  officers;  5  pieces 
of  artillery  with  caissons  complete,  all  their  ammunition  for  small-arms; 
also  (J  wagons  were  captured.    Our  loss  was  8  killed  and  18  wounded. 

Where  all  behaved  vntii  so  much  gallantry  it  would  seem  invidious  to 
mention  individuals,  but  I  hope  Your  Excellency  will  allow  me  to  call 
your  particular  attention  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ingerton,  commanding 
Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  who  led  the  first  charge  and  broke  the 
enemy's  first  line  Avithout  firing  a  shot.  I  earnestly  recommend  that  he 
may  be  appointed  to  the  command  of  tlie  first  regiment  of  Tennessee 
Cavalry  that  becomes  vacant.  Colonels  Patton  and  Brown,  of  the  Eighth 
Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  Colonels  Parsons  and  Brownlow,  of  the  Ninth 
Tennessee  Cavalry,  led  their  regiments  with  distinguished  gallantry. 
Captain  Patterson  and  Lieutenant  liegan.  Battery  E,  First  Tennessee 
Light  Artillery,  displayed  the  same  skill,  coolness,  and  daring  that  has 
characterized  their  conduct  suice  we  have  been  in  East  Tennessee.  To 
my  personal  statt^ — Lieut.  J.  B.  Carpenter,  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general;  Lieut.  O.  C.  French,  acting  assistant  quartermaster;  Lietits.  J. 
J.  Douglas,  B.  A.  Miller,  and  D.  M.  Nelson,  aides-de-camp,  and  Capts. 
George  E.  Grisham  and  B.  P.  Stacy,  provost-marshal — I  am  under 
many  obligations  for  the  prompt  and  gallant  manner  in  which  they 
transmitted  my  orders  to  different  ])arts  of  the  field.  Surg.  A.  L.  Car- 
rick,  medical  director,  is  entitled  to  much  credit  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  i)rovided  for  our  Avounded,  embarrassed  as  he  wa.^  by  the  large  num- 
ber of  the  wounded  left  behind  by  the  enemy  without  medical  attend- 
ance, all  of  whom  received  the  same  care  of  our  own  wounded.  The 
forces  cjigaged  in  this  battle  AA^ere  about  equal  on  each  side  and  were 
exclusively  Tennessecans,  except  the  Sixteenth  Georgia  (rebel)  Eegi- 
ment  [Battalion]. 

I  omitted  to  mention  at  the  proper  place  that  we  x>icked  up  over  300 
stand  of  small-arms  that  had  been  throAvn  aAvay  by  the  enemy.  Some 
of  these  I  had  distributed  to  citizens  to  defend  themselves  against 
guerrillas,  the  remainder  I  have  deposited  at  the  office  of  the  assistant 
quartermaster  for  Tennessee  troops. 

The  enemy  could  not  have  lost  less  than  500  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
captured.    In  this  action  their  killed  and  captured  amounted  to  310 
men.    Among  their  wounded  was  General  Vaughn. 
I  am.  Governor,  very  respectfully, 

ALVAN  C.  GILLEM, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Governoi  ANDitEW  Johnson, 

Nashville,  Tenn. 
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No.  2. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  C.  Breckinridge,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  De- 
partment of  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tenn., 

Wytheville,  October  19, 1864. 
Our  scouts  burned  the  railroad  bridge  over  Mossy  Creek  on  tlie  night 
of  the  16th.    Yesterday  morning  before  daylight  enemy  hurriedly  evac- 
uated Bull's  Gap,  retreating  in  direction  of  Knoxville.    General  Vaughn 
is  pursuing. 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Major-  General. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

ADDENDA. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

October  18, 1864.    (Received  ti.30  p.  m.) 
Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

General  Breckinridge  reports  that  Lieutenant  Hayes,  of  Vaughn's 
command,  with  twenty  men,  attacked  a  select  party  of  thirty  of  the 
enemy  north  of  Bean's  Station,  killing  and  capturing  aU  but  three.  On 
the  17th  [15th]  [Lieutenant  Hynds,  Third  Tennessee  Infantry],  of  same 
command,  attacked  enemy  at  Mossy  Creek,  near  Strawberry  Plains, 
killing  13,  and  taking  a  Jiumber  of  prisoners.  These  young  officers  de- 
serve much  credit  for  their  courage  and  good  conduct. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tenn., 

Wytheville,  October  2U,  1864. 
General  J.  C.  Breckinridge  : 

General  Vaughn  telegraphs  from  Russellville  that  he  has  had  a  dis- 
aster. Enemy  stamijeded  him  and  captured  4  pieces  of  artillery  and  a 
good  many  prisoners.  Thinks  he  may  have  to  fall  back  to  his  old  hues 
at  Carter's  Station.  Suggests  that  some  re-enforcements,  with  artillery, 
be  sent  to  Carter's  in  case  he  is  forced  back.  Have  telegraphed  Briga- 
dier-General Echols. 

J.  STODDARD  JOHNSTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tenn., 

Wytheville,  October  29, 1864. 
Brigadier-General  Echols, 

Dublin : 
Vaughn  has  been  stampeded,  with  loss  of  4  pieces  of  artillery  and  a 
good  many  prisoners.    Is  falMng  back  rapidly.    Asks  for  re-enforce- 
ment to  be  sent  to  Carter's  Station.    Have  telegraphed  General  Breck- 
inridge.   Where  is  Colonel  Morgan  with  detachment  of  Duke's  men? 

J.  STODDARD  JOHNSTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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No.  3. 

Reports  of  Brig,  Gen.  John  G.  Vaughn,  G.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry 

Brigade. 

Eheatown,  October  14,  1864. 

(Via  Carter's  Station.) 
Major  Day  dispatches  me  from  Eofiersville  that  Lieutenant  Hayes, 
of  his  battalion,  met  thirty  select  men  ironi  the  Tenth  Michigan  at  Thorn 
Hill,  north  of  Beau's  Station,  killing  and  capturing  the  entire  party  but 
3.  Major  Day's  brother  was  killed  in  the  engagement.  Lieutenant 
Hayes  had  but  twenty  men. 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Gommanding. 

Major  Johnston, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquauters  Cavaley,  <fcc., 

Eheatown,  October  17,  1804. 
General  :  Your  note  of  the  15th  instant  is  at  hand.  So  soon  as 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bean,  who  was  in  command  of  the  troops  of  my 
brigade  in  the  Valley,  arrives,  I  shall  procure  the  names  of  the  officers 
who  left  their  command  without  the  prox)er  authority  and  see  that  they 
are  ordered  before  the  military  court  at  once.  It  is  impossible  to  pro- 
cure the  names  at  present  in  the  absence  of  Colonel  Bean.  Lieutenant 
Hopkins,  who  shot  Captain  Day,  will  also  be  sent  up.  On  my  front  all 
is  quiet.  Captain  Bushong,  in  charge  of  a  scout  of  some  thirty  men, 
attacked  a  scout  of  seventy  of  the  enemy  within  eight  miles  of  Bull's 
Gap  last  night  and  stampeded  them.  The  enemy's  loss  unknown,  as 
he  took  to  the  woods;  our  loss,  1  man  mortally  wounded.  I  heard 
from  Colonel  Palmer's  command  on  the  14tli  instant.  He  will  move 
to-day  and  be  at  Warm  Springs  on  the  19th  instant,  nothing  prevent- 
ing. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  C.  VAUGHN, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Breckinridge, 

Gommanding,  cfcc. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Bheatown,  October  18, 1864. 
Major  :  In  addition  to  my  dispatch  of  yesterday  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  that  Lieutenant  Hynds,  Company  A,  Third  Tennessee,  who  was 
on  scout  below  Avith  twenty  men,  surprised  the  guard  at  Mossy  Creek 
of  thirty  men  on  night  of  15th,  killed  5,  wounded  1,  and  brought  out 
12  prisoners,  and  thinks  there  were  some  6  or  7  burned  up  in  the 
brick  store  in  which  they  were  sleephig,  and  which  they  had  pierced 
with  port-holes  for  musketry.  He  captured  20  horses.  On  account  of 
the  smalluess  of  command  and  the  prisoners  to  guard,  he  was  unable 
to  destroy  the  bridge  at  that  poiut. 
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I  am  happy  to  be  aWe  to  state  that  my  command  is  increasing  every 
day  by  recruits  and  absentees.  I  am  in  great  need  of  clothing  for  the 
command;  a  great  many  are  nearly  naked  and  barefooted.  I  need  sup- 
plies of  every  sort  in  quartermaster's  department. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Major  Johnston, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
In  the  Field,  October  18,  1864. 
(Via  Carter's  Station  19th.) 
Major  :  Mossy  Creek  bridge  was  burned  by  one  of  my  scouts  on 
night  of  16th  instant.    The  enemy  evacuated  Bull's  Gap  very  hurriedly 
about  2  o'clock  this  morning,  retreating  in  the  direction  of  Knoxville. 
I  am  pursuing.    Commissaries  should  look  well  to  the  suppUes  in  this 
department. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major  Johnston, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cayalrt,  &c.. 
Near  BulVs  Gap,  October  20,  1864. 
Major:  The  enemy  moved  hurriedly  from  Bull's  Gap  on  the  night 
of  the  17th  instant.  They  are  now  encamped  at  Bean's  Station.  The 
cause  of  the  evacuation  was  occasioned  by  a  detachment  of  twenty  men, 
under  Captain  Mims,  burning  the  fort  used  by  the  enemy  at  Mossy 
Creek,  and  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  bridge.  He  also  destroyed 
effectually  some  two  miles  of  the  railroad.  He  reports  great  consterna- 
tion among  the  citizens  at  Knoxville  and  surrounding  country.  They 
report  Confederate  forces  in  Cleveland,  Dalton,  and  on  the  railroad  to 
Kenesaw  Mountain.  Two  companies  cavalry  at  Strawberry  Plains. 
Small  force  represented  to  be  at  Knoxville.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
the  enemy  wUl  return  and  give  me  battle  in  a  day  or  two.  Colonel  Pal- 
mer will  probably  reach  me  to-morrow.  I  shall  endeavor  to  hold  as 
much  of  the  country  as  possible,  but  if  pressed  shall  resume  my  old 
lines  at  Eheatown. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  JOHN  C.  VAUGHN, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding,  &c. 

Maj.  J.  Stoddard  Johnston, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S.— I  am  having  the  railroad  destroyed  effectually  in  the  direction 

of  Knoxville. 

J.  C.  V. 
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Headqxjaktees  Forces  East  Tennessee, 

In  the  Field,  October  21, 1864. 
Major:  Colonel  Palmer,  comiiiandiiig  North  Carolina  forces,  will 
form  a  junction  with  me  by  2  ]>.  m.  to-day.  1  will  leave  the  infantry 
and  some  artillery  at  Bull's  Gap  and  establish  my  line  at  that  point. 
I  will  pursue  the  enemy  with  my  (lavalry  and  some  artillery.  I  will 
probably  ov>.rtake  them  in  vicinity  of  Strawberry  Plains.  I  will  watch 
them  closely  and  keep  you  advised  of  all  their  movements.  Inclosed 
find  co-nmunication*  from  Colonel  Palmer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  VAUGHN, 

Brigadier-General. 
Maj.  J.  Stoddard  Johnston, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Later. — My  brigade  has  just  arrived  from  Virginia.  Enemy  prepar- 
ing for  a  siege  at  Knoxville.  They  think  General  Breckinridge  is 
marchin  g  on  Knoxville  with  heavy  force.  We  captured  1  lieutenant  and 
15  of  the  Tenth  Michigan  last  evening. 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Forces  East  Tennessee, 

Morristown,  October  23, 1864. 
Major  :  My  forces  pursued  the  enemy  to  their  fortifications  at  Straw- 
berry Plains,  where  they  met  some  re-enforcements;  and  from  the  condi- 
tion of  my  stock,  for  want  of  shoeing  and  other  causes,  I  think  it  prudent 
to  fall  back  to  the  line  at  Bull's  Gap.  The  strength  of  the  enemy  that 
left  Bull's  Gap  was  between  3,000  and  4,000,  consisting  of  cavalry, 
artillery,  and  infantry.  Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  want 
of  supplies  in  ordnance  department.  By  constant  marching  the 
horses  have  become  barefooted  and  will  not  be  able  for  active  service 
until  shod,  and  my  ordnance  officer  has  so  far  been  unable  to  obtain 
shoes.  I  would  suggest  that  if  nothing  of  a  threatening  character  keeps 
the  troops  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  department  that  Generals  Cosby's 
and  Duke's  commands  be  sent  here,  and  I  think  we  could  draw  the 
enemy  out  of  his  works,  and  if  so  could  very  easily  defeat  him.  I  hope 
the  general  will  favor  the  suggestion.  My  command  is  increasing  every 
day  and  getting  some  recruits. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
Maj.  J.  S.  Johnston, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Morristown,  Tenn.,  October  27, 1864. 
Major  :  Had  a  skirmish  yesterday  and  to-day,  in  which  my  troops 
were  successful,  driving  the  enemy.    So  far  they  have  shown  no  dispo- 
sition to  advance. 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Maj.  J.  S.  Johnston, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

*  Not  fojind. 
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MoRRiSTOWN,  October  28, 1864. 

(Via  Carter's  Station  29th.) 
Enemy  drove  in  my  scouts  and  pickets  yesterday  on  Mossy  Creek 
road  within  two  miles  of  this  place,  when  I  checked  them.  They  are 
encamped  at  Panther  Springs,  five  miles  from  this  place.  Strength 
estimated  at  3,500.  Shall  fall  back  if  pressed  in  direction  of  Bull's  Gap, 
and  join  Colonel  Palmer. 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-  General. 
Major  Johnston, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Rttssellville,  October  28, 1864. 

(Via  Carter's  Station  29th.) 
I  regret  to  say  that  my  command  was  stampeded  at  Morristown  this 
morning.  I  lost  four  pieces  of  artillery.  My  command  is  now  formed 
at  this  place  in  order.  The  enemy  is  in  check.  The  enemy  has  a  supe- 
rior force  to  mine,  and  I  suggest  that  you  send  re-enforcements  to  the 
upper  part  of  East  Tennessee  for  fear  I  am  driven  back.  Colonel 
Palmer  has  now  formed  a  junction  with  me.  I  lost  a  good  many  men  in 
prisoners. 

Very  respectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-  General. 
General  BEECKiNUiDGrE. 


Headquaetees  Cavalry,  &c..  East  Tennessee, 

Three  miles  east  of  Bheatoicn,  October  30, 1864. 
The  enemy  have  made  no  demonstrations  this  side  of  Bull's  Gap ;  at 
least  scouts  who  came  from  within  one  mile  of  that  place  yesterday 
report  no  advance.  The  enemy  have  been  re-enforced  by  the  Fourth 
and  Eighth  Tennessee  Infantry  and  Eighth  Ohio,  and  some  think  there 
were  some  negro  troops  in  the  engagement.  I  had  commenced  falling 
back  when  the  enemy  pressed  my  lines  and  produced  the  flisaster  which 
no  one  laments  more  than  myself.  A  great  many  men  thought  to  be 
captuied  are  coming  into  camp.  Forty  came  in  yesterday.  I  am  con- 
fident that  the  enemy  will  advance,  if  for  no  other  purpose  than  that  of 
a  political  effect.  1  think  that  troops  should  be  kept  well  in  hand  ready 
for  the  advance.  I  would  respectfally  suggest  that  they  be  sent  far- 
ther to  the  front. 

I  am,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Major  Johnston, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

ADDENDA. 

Mr.  Page's, 
On  Lick  Greek,  October  18, 1864 — 3  a.  m. 
[General  J.  C.  Vaughn:] 

General:  I  have  just  returned  from  Mr.  Wells',  four  miles  from  the 
gap,  on  the  Babb's  MiU  road.    Prom  some  lady  friend  1  gained  the  fol- 
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lowing  information  relative  to  strength,  &c.,  of  forces  at  the  gap :  Eighth 
Tennessee,  800;  Eighth  and  Ninth  Tennessee  Infantry,  consolidated, 
200;  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  400;  Third  North  Carolina  Scouts 
(Kirk),  400;  one  battery  heavy  artillery  (Kentucky),  100-days'  men,  150. 
I  give  the  above  as  her  figures.  I  think  the  estimates  exaggerated.  The 
Fourth  Infantry  (Tennessee)  is  also  reported  there.  They  are  busy  for- 
tifying the  heights  in  vicinity  of  Methodist  Church.  They  pitiket  one 
mile  above  Jackson's.  They  do  not  forage  above  the  gap,  and  send  but 
few  scouts  out — from  motives  of  fear.  The  gaps  north  of  Bull's  Gap 
are  clear;  those  south  they  know  nothiug  about.  The  Pennsylvania 
and  Michigan  regiments  were  sent  south.  The  100-days'  men 
stay  and  scout  along  the  base  of  the  mountains  between  our  lines. 
There  were  forty -two  in  the  squad  which  we  stampeded.  They  passed 
Mr.  Wells'  in  squads  of  five  and  ten,  fiill  tilt,  for  the  gap.  I  could  get 
no  particulars  as  to  their  loss.  She  did  not  know  how  many  pieces  be- 
longed to  the  Kentucky  battery.  I  send  this  by  Mr.  Ingle.  1  will  take 
Theodore  Eankin  and  Ellis  and  Eogers  down  the  creek  and  try  to  get 
more  definite  information.  I  will  report  in  person  to-morrow ;  every- 
thing seems  quiet.  Scouts  can  ramble  through  here  with  imijunity.  I 
have  seen  nor  heard  ftom  no  other  scouts'  oi)erations. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DICK  BUSHONG, 
Captain,  Commanding  Scouts. 

[Indorsement.  ] 

[General  Breckinridge:] 

General:  I  consider  this  reliable,  and  shall  move  down  and  attack 
the  enemy  in  the  rear  of  the  gap,  as  I  think  I  can  scare  them  out  of 
the  gap. 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-  General. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Col.  John  B.  Palmer,  Fifty-eighth  North  Carolina  Infantry, 
commanding  Mountain  District  of  North  Carolina. 

Hdqbs.  Mountain  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Asheville,  November  3,  1864. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  re- 
cent operations  of  the  force  under  my  command: 

On  Sejrtember  27  last  I  notified  you  that  General  Vaughn  had  been 
ordered  back  to  Saltvillc,  and  that  1  had  fallen  bacik  to  Warm  Springs, 
and  that  I  intended  moving  to  Cocke  County,  Tenn.,  in  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  who  had  followed  General  Vaughn's  forces  to  (barter's  Depot. 
This  movement  of  mine,  as  I  have  since  ascertained  from  Generals 
Breckinridge  and  Vaughn,  and  citizens  of  Tennessee,  seriously  alarmed 
the  enemy  and  caused  their  precipitate  retreat  to  Bull's  Gap. 

In  according  with  directions  received  from  General  E.  E.  Lee  to  co- 
operate with  General  Breckinridge  when  notified  by  him,  I  moved  from 
this  place  on  October  17,  and,  concentrating  my  forces  at  Warm  Springs, 
moved  over  the  Paint  Mountain  on  the  19th  with  800  men  and  three 
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pieces  of  artillery.  About  the  time  I  moved  from  this  place  a  small 
force  of  cavalry  I  had  stationed  iu  Cocke  County,  Tenn.,  as  a  protec- 
tion to  the  district  from  an  advance  of  the  enemy  in  th.at  direction, 
struck  the  railroad  at  Mossy  Creek  and  burned  the  railroad  bridge. 
This  caused  the  enemy  to  evacuate  Bull's  Gap  and  retire  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Bean's  Station. 

On  October  21  I  formed  a  junction  with  General  Vaughii  at  Bull's 
Gap.  During  the  night  of  that  day  1  moved  to  liussellville,  and  hav- 
ing effectually  destroyed  the  railroad  iu  that  vicinity  and  collected  and 
secured  the  telegraph  wire,  I,  by  Geueral  Vaughn's  directions,  returned 
to  Bull's  Gap. 

On  the  27th  of  October  I  proceeded,  by  directions  of  General  Breck- 
inridge, to  Morristowu  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  General 
Vaughn,  whose  forces  I  found  skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  That 
night  my  mountain  howitzer  was  ordered  forward.  1  inclose  Sergeant 
Byrd's  report,  showing  the  manner  iu  which  it  was  (captured  by  the 
enemy.  General  Vaughn  requested  me  to  send  back  to  Bull's  Gap  and 
have  my  command  iu  readiness  to  move  the  next  morning  a.t  0  a.  ni.  tf) 
Russellville,  should  he  so  order.    Tliis  I  did. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  I  addressed  a  note  to  General 
Vaughn  to  know  if  my  command  had  been  ordered  up  during  the  niglit, 
in  order  that  if  it  had  1  might  go  back  and  ])lace  it  iu  position  at  Kus- 
sellville;  or  if  it  had  not,  tliat  I  might  go  to  his  headquarters  and  hold 
a  conference  with  him  as  directed  by  General  Breckinridge.  I  leceived 
the  following  reply  from  General  Vaughn's  assistant  adjutant- general: 

HlCADQUAUTERS    CaVAIJJY,  &.C., 

MorristoKn,  October  28,  1804. 
Colonel  Palmer, 

Commanding,  tfc. ; 
The  general  directs  me  to  say,  in  reply  to  your  inquiry,  that  your  command  was 
ordered  to  Russellville  last  night.     Enemy  are  still  in  our  front.     Some  skirmishing 
this  morning. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

BIRD  G.  MANARD, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

I  notified  General  Vaughn  that  I  would  place  my  command  in  posi- 
tion at  Russellville,  and  immediately  returned  to  that  place,  in  the 
vicinity  of  which  I  found  my  command  had  arrived  a  few  moments  be- 
fore. 1  selected  a  line  about  one  niilc  in  advance  of  Russellville,  on  the 
Morristown  road,  and  was  moving  my  command  into  position  when 
General  Vaughn's  staft  officer  arrived  from  the  front  and  requested  me 
to  form  my  line  in  rear  of  Russellville,  on  the  Bull's  Gap  road.  1  faced 
the  column  about  and  was  marching  it  to  the  new  position  when  Gen- 
eral Vaughn's  retreating  cavalry  swept  by  my  men  iTi  the  wildest  dis- 
order. My  men  were  hastily  thrown  across  the  road  and  an  ineffectual 
attempt  made  to  stop  the  fleeing  cavalry  and  induce  them  to  form  a 
line.  The  rear  of  General  Vaughn's  baggage  and  supply  train  had  just 
reached  my  line  when  the  pursuing  enemy  entered  the  town  on  its  op- 
posite side'.  Skirmishers  were  inunediately  thrown  out  from  my  com- 
mand ou  tlio  left  and  engaged  the  enemy,  while  my  artillery  opened 
from  a  slight  elevation  in  rear  of  my  right,  effectually  checking  the 
enemy's  advance  and  enabling  General  Vaughn  to  rally  from  150  to  200 
men  in  rear  of  my  line.  The  enemy  made  no  farther  advance,  but  fell 
back  to  Morristown,  stating  that  they  had  encountered  at  Russellville 
the  whole  of  Breckinridge's  corps.  I  litul  with  me  not  more  than  (500 
men,  the  balance  having  been  left  at  Bull's  Gap  by  direction  of  Geueral 
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Yaughn.  From  this  position  I  was  ordered  back  to  Bull's  Gap,  and 
from  thence  to  Greeneville,  I  protesting  against  both  movements. 
From  Greeneville  General  Vaughn  fell  back  to  Eheatowu,  and  by  his 
directions  my  command  returned  to  this  district. 

I  brought  everything  out  that  I  took  to  Tennessee  with  me  excepting 
the  mountain  howitzer,  which  was  loaned  to  and  captured  from  General 
Vaughn's  cavalry.  I  likewise  brought  out  some  cattle  and  hogs,  my 
train  loaded  with  wheat  and  commissary  stores,  and  some  captured 
horses,  mules,  and  intrenching  tools.  A  detachment  of  one  commis- 
sioned officer  and  twenty  men,  of  the  Tenth  Michigan,  were  sent  to 
watch  my  movements  across  the  mountain.  My  scouts  captured  the 
officer  and  15  of  his  men. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  command  exhibited  great  coolness  in  the 
face  of  the  enemy,  and  1  am  confident  all  would  have  fought  well  had 
the  enemy  advanced  farther,  or  had  I  been  permitted  to  advance  with 
my  force  against  them. 

It  is  evident  that  this  district,  as  I  have  always  urged,  affords  an 
admirable  base  from  which  to  operate  against  and  threaten  the  enemy 
in  East  Tennessee.  Thomas'  legion,  as  at  present  organized,  is  of  but 
little  if  any  use,  either  for  local  defense  or  aggressive  movements.  I 
respectfully  refer  the  general  commanding  to  my  letter*  of  the  3d  in- 
stant in  reference  to  Colonel  Thomas'  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  PALMER, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 

Maj.  A.  C.  AvEEY,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  5. 


Report  of  Lieut.  David  J.  Hynds,  Company  A,  Third  Tennessee  Infantry 
(mounted).  Provisional  Army. 

Hdqes.  Mountain  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Asheville,  November  3, 1864. 
Col.  J.  S.  Johnston, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Wytheville,  Va.: 
Colonel:  I  inclose  Lieutenant  Hynds'  report  of  a  scout  in  the 
enemy's  rear;  also  an  intercepted  dispatch  from  General  Gillem. 
Lieutenant  Hynds'  man  delivered  the  prisoners  and  dispatch  to  me  at 
Warm  Springs.  I  send  the  papers  to  General  Vaughn  through  you,  as 
I  do  not  know  his  present  location. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  PALMER, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 

[Inclosure.] 

Allen's  Ford,  October  28, 1864. 
Sir  :  Yours  of  the  26th  was  not  received  until  to-day.  I  received  one 
from  the  general  of  the  same  date,  and  moved  the  following  morning 
to  whip  the  pickets  on  the  roads  mentioned.  I  learned  that  the  road 
leading  from  Dandridge  to  New  Market  was  ambushed  with  about  100 
men,  for  the  purpose  of  catching  my  scout,  and  that  the  pickets  on  all 
the  other  routes  were  too  heavy  for  me.    I  also  learned  that  there  were 

*  Not  found. 
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about  forty  men  oni)iclvet  at  Friend's  Station.  These  I  determined  to 
light,  but  wlien  I  got  nearly  to  the  ]ilace  I  found  that  the  whole  force, 
consisting  of  the  Eighth,  Ninth,  and  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Eegiments, 
had  gone  uj)  the  country,  Kirk  liaving  gone  to  Kuoxville.  I  lay  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  Friend's  Station  until  day.  I  then  took 
up  the  main  road  leading  to  Morristown,  ho])ing  I  would  be  able  to 
release  any  of  my  men  they  might  capture.  I  met  with  none  of  the 
enemy  until  I  got  to  Mossy  Creek,  whei'e  I  found  some  250  of  them 
guarding  a  wagon  train.  1  left  the  creek  to  my  left  and  struck  the  road 
leading  to  Talbott's  Station.  At  Doctor  Harris'  my  advance  met  two 
couriers  and  captured  1.  In  the  race  they  ran  on  a  wagon-train  guard 
of  about  forty  men,  who  charged  them  and  drove  them  back  to  where  I 
was  with  the  scout.  I  ordered  a  charge  and  we  fought  them  hand  to 
hand.  The  contest  was  soon  over;  the  coAvards  could  not  stand  us,  and 
they  broke  and  ran  in  confusion.  We  captured  G  or  7,  killed  some,  and 
wounded  some.  Sergeant  Milligan  with  live  men  followed  them  some 
distance,  while  I  remained  behind  to  protect  our  rear  with  the  remainder 
of  the  scout.  Just  as  the  charge  was  returning  some  100  or  150  of  the 
Yankees  came  up  the  road  on  the  charge.  \Vc  gave  them  a  volley, 
which  checked  them  for  an  instant,  but  they  soon  came  again  and  suc- 
ceeded in  driving  us  back  across  the  fields  to  the  woods.  At  this  time 
another  charge  came  on  us  from  above,  who  succeeded  in  releasing  all 
my  prisoners  but  one  and  capturing  3  of  my  men.  I  formed  in  the 
woods,  fired  on  and  checked  them,  and  released  two  of  my  men  who  had 
been  captured,  and  actually  drove  the  whole  force  back  across  the  fields 
in  confusion.  1  then  made  good  my  retreat,  bringing  off  4  prisoners,  4 
or  5  i)istols,  G  guns,  and  2  horses,  saddles  and  bridles.  One  of  the  men 
we  released  says  that  they  shot  Hicks,  of  Company  C,  Third  Eegiment 
Tennessee  Cavalry,  after  he  had  surrendered.  We  saw  him  surrender, 
and  if  he  is  killed  I  will  retaliate. 

Inclosed  you  ^vill  find  Gillem's  official  dispatch  to  Governor  Johnson 
in  regard  to  the  fight. 

The  forces  now  in  your  front  are  the  Eighth,  Ninth,  and  Thirteenth 
Tennessee  llegiments;  Kirk's  has  gone  to  the  rear — some  say  to  your 
rear;  the  Tenth  Michigan  is  at  the  Plains;  the  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania 
and  Tenth  Kentucky  have  gone  farther  down,  perhaps  to  Knoxville. 
The  citizen  prisoner  I  send  you  has  kei)t  out  of  the  army  by  lying  out 
in  the  woods  while  we  held  the  country.  While  the  Yankees  held  the 
country  he  belonged  to  the  home  guards,  and  arrested  all  the  Vicks- 
burg  ])risoners  he  could  get.  I  send  you  5  prisoners  by  Jjieutenant 
Bell.    Write  to  me  and  give  an  account  of  yesterday's  fight. 

Return  my  nuM  sincere  thanks  to  the  general  for  his  kindest  consid- 
eration of  my  welfare. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  J.  HYNDS, 
lAeutenant,  Gommandini)  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  John  Toland, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Sub-incloaure.] 

Russell viLLE,  Tenn.,  October  28, 1864. 

Governor  Andrew  Johnson, 

Nashville,  Tenn. : 
Our  victory  is  more  complete  than  I  had  anticipated.    Our  jjrisoners 
will  amount  to  250,1  think;  among  them  Colonel  Rhea,  2  majors,  4 
captains,  and  several  lieutenants,  and  4  pieces  of  artillery  and  caissons, 
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1  complete  battery,  with  its  captain  and  lieutenants,  and  a  portion  of 
their  ammunition  train.  I  am  unable  to  give  either  my  loss  or  that  of 
the  enemy.  Our  cavalry  fought  entirely  with  the  saber.  The  enemy 
retreated  in  great  confusion,  many  of  them  throwing  away  their  arms. 
I  am  still  in  pursuit. 

ALVAN  C.  GILLEM, 

Brigadier-  General. 


No.  G. 

Report  of  Sergt.  A.  B.  Byrd,  Macbeth  (South  Carolina)  Light  Artillery. 

Camp  Macbeth  Light  Artillery, 

November  3,  1864. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  Colonel  Palmer  1  respect- 
fully submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  mountain  howitzer  of  which  1  was  in  charge  in  the 
engagement  at  Morristown,  Tenn.,  on  the  28th  of  October,  with  the 
request  that  you  forward  it  to  him : 

On  the  night  of  the  27th,  while  stationed  on  the  mountain  at  Bull's 
Gap,  I  received  an  order  from  Lieutenant  Scaife  (who  was  then  in  com- 
mand of  the  battery)  to  report  without  delay  to  General  Vaughn  with 
the  mountain  howitzer  and  a  detachment  of  eight  men.  After  a  tedi- 
ous march  I  reached  Morristown  about  2  a.  m.  on  the  28th,  and  re- 
ported to  General  Vaughn.  He  ordered  me  to  hold  myself  in  readiness 
for  any  emergency.  About  9  a.  m.  I  received  an  order  from  him  to  go 
to  the  front  in  double-quick  time.  Not  being  able  to  mount  all  of  the 
cannoneers,  I  ordered  three  of  them  to  mount  the  box  in  order  to  have 
the  gun  in  position  by  the  time  the  other  cannoneers  had  come  up.  I 
found  General  Vaughn  in  person  on  the  field.  He  ordered  me  to  open 
fire  on  the  enemy,  who  were  in  column  about  1,000  yards  distant.  Their 
advance  as  skirmishers,  however,  were  within  shorter  range — say  GOO 
yards.  I  immediately  opened  upon  them  with  some  effect,  as  they  were 
partially  checked,  but  after  a  reconnaissance  on  their  part  they  moved 
forward,  gradually  pressing  our  advance  line  back.  I  continued  [to 
fire]  on  them  until  1  had  expended  all  of  my  ammunition  except  a  few 
rounds  of  canister.  This  I  wished  to  fire  on  their  skirmishers,  but 
General  Vaughn  ordered  me  to  cease  firing  and  retire  beyond  the  town, 
that  I  might  replenish  with  ammunition.  I  accordingly  retired  with 
the  loss  of  1  man  (Private  C.  A.  Moore)  wounded.  'VS'fiile  replenishing 
my  ammunition  I  noticed  squads  of  cavalry  passing.  Not  being  able 
to  find  General  Vaughn,  I  re])orted  to  an  aide  (I  think  his  assistant 
adjutant-general),  who  ordered  me  to  fall  in  with  a  battery  then  pass- 
ing, and  govern  myself  by  its  movements,  I  had  not  proceeded  far 
before  the  passing  squads  of  cavalry  had  increased  to  an  extent  that 
warranted  the  belief  that  a  rapid  retreat  had  commenced,  which  con- 
tinued until  a  general  stampede  on  the  part  of  the  cavalry  followed. 
It  was  now  apparent  that  the  artillery  was  being  left  without  support. 
I  then  ordered  the  howitzer  to  pass  the  battery  in  its  front,  thinking  I 
might  possibly  save  it,  though  the  artillery  of  General  Vaughn's  com- 
mand were  lost.  In  consequence  of  the  road  being  blockaded  by 
stampeding  cavalry,  I  was  forced  to  fall  in  behind  one  piece  of  the 
above-mentioned  battery,  and  compelled  to  remain  in  this  position  until 
it  was  my  painful  duty  to  witness  the  capture  of  the  howitzer  and 
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horses,  together  with  6  of  the  detachment,  viz,  Corpl.  E.  D.  G.  Sims, 
Privates  Eobert  King,  T.  A,  Moore,  John  Nelson,  J.  W.  Sartor,  and  L. 
J.  Simpson.  Private  St.  Clair,  having  procured  a  loose  horse,  sncceetled 
in  making  his  escape  before  the  capture  of  the  jiiece. 

In  regard  to  my  own  escajie  I  ask  to  make  the  following  statement : 
Although  I  am  myself  conscious  of  having  done  all  that  lay  in  my 
power  to  save  the  gun  and  detachment,  yet  it  may  seem  strange  that  I 
alone  should  escape.  After  the  capture  of  the  gun  I  saw  a  possible 
chance  to  make  my  escape,  as  I  was  mounted.  This  I  barely  did  by 
running  the  gauntlet  of  the  enemy,  then  coming  in  on  my  right  and 
just  ahead  of  the  gun.  This  course  was  deemed  best  both  with  regard 
to  the  service  I  owe  my  country  and  to  myself.  I  would  also  respect- 
fully bring  to  your  notice  the  time  I  reached  Eussellville  and  reported 
to  you,  which  I  think  was  half  an  hour  or  more  after  the  greater  portion 
of  the  cavalry  had  arrived  at  that  place. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  B.  BIRD, 
Sergeant,  Macbeth  Idght  Artillery. 

Capt.  B.  A.  Jeter, 

Commanding  Macbeth  Light  Artillery. 


OCTOBER  11,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.   Thomas  R.  Weaver,  One  hundred  and  nineteenth 
U.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  October  12, 1864. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  yesterday  morning  at  4  o'clock  I 
left  Pine  Bluff  with  a  recruiting  party  of  eighty -five  men  of  the  Fourth 
Colored  Artillery  (Heavy),  and  when  near  the  house  of  Doctor  Williams, 
within  about  five  miles  of  this  place,  I  discovered  a  force  of  rel  >el  cava!  ry 
in  our  front,  which  I  have  since  learned  was  composed  of  jjarts  of  three 
regiments  under  command  of  Colonel  Chenoweth.  My  advauiic  com- 
menced firing  as  soon  as  they  discovered  them,  which  threw  them  into 
some  confasion.  I  immediately  moved  the  main  body  forward  a  short 
dfstance  to  a  slightly  elevated  position  and  formed  line  near  the  house 
of  Mr.  Sexton,  where  we  were  immediately  attacked,  the  rebel  cavalry 
charging  up  the  hill  in  good  style  until  within  fifty  yards  of  our  line, 
when  they  were  met  by  a  volley  which  sent  them  back  in  confusion. 
They  reformed  and  charged  again,  but  were  again  driven  back.  They 
then  began  moving  a  force  on  both  flanks,  at  the  same  time  keeping  up 
a  vigorous  attack  in  front,  when,  finding  that  we  were  being  surrounded, 
I  directed  my  men  to  occupy  the  log  dwellings  and  outhouses  of  Mr. 
Sexton,  which  they  succeeded  in  doing,  after  driving  the  rebels  away 
from  them,  but  in  doing  so  Mr.  Sexton,  a  peaceable  citizen,  was  killed, 
my  men  supposing  him  to  be  one  of  the  rebels,  as  he  attempted  to 
escape.  The  rebels,  having  dismounted  their  force,  continued  the  at- 
tack on  the  houses,  but  were  met  by  a  well-directed  fire,  which  soon 
compelled  them  to  withdraw  into  the  woods.  Finding  it  impossible  to 
dislodge  us  they  attempted  to  send  in  a  flag  of  truce,  which  was  in- 
stantly fired  on,  and  althoiigh  the  act  was  a  violation  of  the  usages  of 
civilized  warfare  we  believed  we  Averc  justifiable  in  doing  so,  as  we  had 
no  favors  to  ask  nor  none  to  grant,  and  knowing  the  treatment  which 
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officers  and  men  of  colored  regiments  have  generally  received  at  their 
hands  we  believe  we  will  not  be  censured  for  firing  on  their  flag  of 
truce.  The  rebels  shortly  after  disappeared,  leaving  their  dead  and 
severely  wounded  in  our  possession.  Shortly  after  we  occupied  the 
houses  I  sent  two  men  to  Captain  Flood,  commanding  at  this  post,  for 
assistance,  which  arrived  shortly  after  the  rebels  withdrew. 

Our  thanks  are  due  Captain  Flood,  his  officers  and  men,  for  the 
promptness  with  which  they  came  to  our  assistance.  The  rebels  left 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Sorey,  Captain  [Major]  Garr,  and  1  enlisted  man 
dead,  3  men  mortally  and  4  severely  wounded,  in  our  hands,  and  Doctor 
Williams  informs  me  that  they  took  at  least  7  wounded  off  with  them. 
We  have  had  4  of  their  wounded  brought  in;  the  others  will  die. 

Our  loss  is  Lieutenant  Johnston,  Company  I,  Fourth  Colored  Artil- 
lery (Heavy),  and  3  enlisted  men  killed,  and  9  enlisted  men  wounded. 
The  entire  command  lament  the  loss  of  Lieutenant  Johnston,  as  he  was 
a  most  excellent  officer  and  possessing  the  entire  confidence  of  his  men. 
Our  success  must  be  attributed  in  a  great  measure  to  his  exertions. 

As  for  the  colored  soldiers  they  behaved  nobly.  There  was  not  a 
single  instance  in  which  they  did  not  surpass  my  expectations  of  them. 

We  brought  all  our  killed  and  wounded  in  with  us.  The  wounded 
are  in  hospital  and  are  doing  well. 

Their  wounded  say  they  crossed  the  Tennessee  River  in  the  morning 
with  250  men,  and  admit  a  loss  of  20  men. 

Lieutenant  Upham,  commanding  Company  D,  Fourth  Colored  Artil- 
lery (Heavy),  Lieutenants  Wright,  Eussell,  O'Healy,  and  Hill,  of  the 
One  hundred  and  nineteenth  Colored  Infantry,  who  accompanied  the 
expedition,  were  conspicuous  during  the  entire  fight,  and  did  their 
whole  duty. 

Our  guide,  Mr.  Joice,  was  also  mortally  wounded  and  has  since  died. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  E.  WEAVER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  119th  Colored  Infantry,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Meredith, 

Padueah,  Ky. 


OCTOBER  16-NOVEMBER  10,  1864.— Forrest's  Raid  into  West  Tenness^. 

stjm;m:a.R"x-  ob^  'Phe  pritstcipa-L  kvisnts 

Oct.      30,  1864. — Ciiptiirc  of  gun-boat  Undine   (No.  55)  and  transports   near  Fort 

Heiman,  Ky. 
Nov.  2-3,  1864.— Attack  on  gun-boats  at  Davidson's  Ferry,  Tennessee  River. 

4,  1864.— Destruction  of  gun-boats  Tawah  (No.  29),  Key  West  (No.  32),  and 
Elfin  (No.  52). 
4-5,  1864. — ^Action  at  Johnsonville,  Tenn. 

RKPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Cumberland.* 

No.    2. — Lieut.  Col.  William  Sinclair,  Assistant  Inspector-General,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  3. — 6vt.  Brig.  Gen.  James  L.  Donaldson,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Quartermaster,  De- 
partment of  the  Cumberland. 

*  See  also  pp.  589,  590. 
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No.    4. — Capt.  Samuel  J.  MoConnell,  SeVenty-firat  Oliio  Infantry,  Acting  AsBistaut 

Inspector-General,  District  of  Tennessee. 
No.    5. — ^Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  Edward  M.  King,  U.  S.  Navy.* 
No.    6. — Brig.  Gen.  Solomon  Meredith,  U.  S.  Army,  commandlug  District  of  Western 

Kentucky. 
No.    7. — Col.  Reuben  D.  Mussey,  One  hundredth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 
No.    8. — General  6.  T.  Beauregard,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.    9. — Maj.  Gen.  Nathan  B.  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Forrest's  Cavalry. 
No.  10. — Brig.  Gen.  James  R.  Chalmers,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  cavalry  division. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Oen.  George  H.  Thomas,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  De- 
'partment  of  the  Cumberland. 

Nashville,  November  4,  1864 — 10.30  p.  m. 

Col.  C.  R.  Thompson,  commanding  at  Johnsonville,  telegraphs  this 
p.  m.  that  three  gun-boats  were  disabled  at  Johnsonville  to-day  and 
abandoned,  and  destroyed  by  fire  by  rebel  batteries  on  the  western 
bank  of  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  and  that  rebel  batteries  opposite  the 
town  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  were  engaging  his  batteries  at  that 
place.  He  also  reports  that  the  gun-boat  and  transports  captured  by 
enemy  a  few  days  since  were  all  destroyed. 

In  addition  to  the  above  I  have  just  received  the  following  from 
Lieut.  Commander  E.  M.  King,  to  Commander  Shirk,  Paducah : 

At  daylight  this  morning  the  Undine  came  up  througli  chute  at  Reynoldsbiirg 
Island,  loaded  with  rebels,  who  fired  her  and  left.  At  8  a.  m.  tho  Paw  Paw  and 
three  other  gun-boats  came  in  sight.  I  went  down  with  Elfin  .and  Tawah  aud  engaged 
a  battery  of  20-pounder  Parrotts  above  Reynoldsburg  Island,  west  side ;  it  was  too 
much  for  us.  The  Key  West  received  ten  shells  through  upper  works,  seven  through 
berth  deck,  and  two  through  liuU;  gnns  disabled  on  my  vessel  and  Elfin;  shell  ot 
Tawah,  received  from  Nashville,  mostly  too  large.  At  10  a.  m.  we  returned  here. 
At  2  p.  m.  enemy's  batteries  opened  on  us  at  this  place,  above  and  below.  The  three, 
boats  and  forts  engaged ;  in  shipping  cable  got  foul  of  stoni-wheel.  Anchor  was 
weighed  and  Tawah  took  us  in  tow  and  we  moved  to  bank  opposite  upper  battery. 
Both  batteries  now  opened  on  us;  after  firing  away  mostly  all  our  ammunition  I 
gave  orders  to  get  ready  to  fire  boats.  Tawah's  starboard-bow  Parrott  disabled  by 
enemy's  shell;  my  boat's  wheel  dis.abled.  Seeing  it  was  impossible  to  hold  out 
longer  we  burnt  the  boat  reluctantly.  Paw  Paw  and  other  boats  .are  below,  with 
batteries  above  aud,  I  think,  below  them.  My  officers  ami  crew  I  have  ordered  to 
the  fort.  Johnsonville  can  only  be  Saved  by  a  large  force  and  iron-clads.  Seven 
transports  aud  our  prize  Venus  are  set  on  fire.     We  have  done  what  we  could. 

After  reading  this  dispatch  I  have  determined  to  send  Twenty-third 
Corps  to  Johnsonville.  It  is  now  on  the  way  here  for  Pulaski.  The 
first  trains  will  be  here  to-night,  and  Avill  be  at  once  sent  forward.  Have 
telegraphed  Colonel  Thompson,  who  has  a  force  of  nearly  4,000  men, 
that  he  must  not  think  of  abandoning  place,  and  that  re-enforcements 
will  reach  him  by  to-morrow  night.  I  do  not  see  how  the  enemy  can 
cross  the  river  to  attack  the  forts,  and  therefore  feel  sure  that  I  can  get 
Schofleld's  corps  there  in  time. 

General  Croxton  reports  from  Shoal  Creek  bridge,  7.30  p.  m.  yes- 
terday, enemy  was  repulsed  in  their  attempt  to  cross  Tennessee  at 
Blue  Water,  halfway  between  Florence  and  mouth  of  Elk  River;  that 
the  force  at  Florence  remains  the  same,  and  in  same  position  as  last 
reported  by  him. 

*  For  other  naval  reports,  see  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  December  4, 
1865,  pp.  403-408. 
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General  Granger  reports  from  Decatur  10.05  a.  m.  to-day  that  be  liad 
sent  scouts  out  on  the  Moulton  and  Courtland  roads  last  night.  Party 
on  Moulton  road  saw  no  eueiny,  and  was  informed  by  citizens  no  troops 
had  passed  that  road  since  October  31.  Party  on  Courtland  road  drove 
back  some  Texas  cavalry,  which  they  ascertained  to  be  part  of  the  Texas 
Legion,  of  which  three  regiments  are  encamped  between  Decatur  and 
Oourtlaud.  Citizens  reported  to  them  that  they  were  t«ld  by  soldiers, 
and  others  who  came  up  from  Tuscumbia,  that  main  part  of  Beaure- 
gard's army  had  gone  to  Corinth.  He  put  one  corps  across  river  at 
Florence,  and  commemsed  fortifying,  but  had  moved  ou  himself,  and 
had  also  withdrawn  part  of  that  force.  Above  statement  is  corrobo- 
rated by  citizens  living  on  Moulton  road,  who  say  this  is  general  im- 
pression, in  that  section. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major- General. 

Major-General  Shekman. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  Sinclair,  Assistant  Inspector- Oeneral,  U.  8. 

Army. 

Washington  City,  D.  C,  January  7, 1865. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  sxibniit  the  following  report  as  the  result  ot 
my  investigation  into  the  circumstances  attending  the  destruction  of  a 
large  amount  of  property  on  the  TcTinessee  lliver,  between  October  28 
and  November  5,  1864.  This  investigation  was  made  in  compliance 
with  your  written  instructions,  dated  November  21, 1864: 

The  rebel  cavalry,  under  Forrest,  first  made  its  appearance  October 
28,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Tennessee  Itiver,  at  Fort  Heiman,  two  miles 
above  Fort  Henry,  capturing  the  steam-boat  Mazeppa  and  a  barge 
bound  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to  Johnsonville,  Teiin.,  with  a  valuable 
cargo  of  quartermaster's  and  subsistence  stores.  After  having  landed 
the  cargo  the  boat  and  barge  were  burned.  The  greater  part  of  the 
stores  captured  on  the  Mazeppa  were  taken  away  by  the  rebels  in  their 
wagons.  Capt.  Henrj  Howland,  assistant  quartermaster  of  volunteers, 
depot  quartermaster  at  Johnsonville,  was  informed  of  the  (capture  and 
burning  of  the  steajn  boat  Mazeppa  <ni  the  morning  of  October  30,  by 
telegram  from  commanding  officer  at  Piiie  Blutf. 

The  rebels  having  ])laced  batteries  in  position  on  the  river  at  Fort 
Heiman  and  Paris  Landing,  four  miles  above,  on  the  morning  of  the 
30th  of  October,  the  gnn-boat  Undine  (55),  with  the  steam  boats  Cheese- 
man  and  Venus,  empty,  bound  from  .Johnsonville  down  the  river,  got 
between  the  batteries.  The  gun-boat  Tawah  (20),  Lieutenant  Williams 
commanding,  proceeded  down  the  river  from  Johnsonville  and  engaged 
the  batteries  at  Paris  Lauding,  btit  returned  without  reaching  the 
besieged  boats.  After  six  hours'  fighting  the  Undine  was  abandoned, 
and  with  the  Oheeseman  and  Venus  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands  on  the 
eveniug  of  the  30th  of  October.  Neither  of  these  boats  was  disabled. 
The  Undine  and  Venus  were  afterward  used  by  the  rebels  near  John- 
sonville; it  is  supposed  they  burned  the  Cheeseman  near  Paris  Land- 
ing. The  captain  and  part  of  the  crew  of  the  gunboat  Undine  made 
their  escape  to  Pine  Bluff.  The  loss  on  this  boat  was  only  2  killed  and 
8  wounded.  The  crews  of  the  Venus  and  Cheeseman  Avere  captured. 
Captain  Howland  was  informed  of  the  capture  of  these  boats  by  tele- 
graph from  Pine  Bluff  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  of  October. 
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Johnsonville  is  located  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Tennessee  Eiver, 
two  miles  above  Eeyuoldsburg,  seventy-eight  miles  from  NashvJUe, 
and  is  the  western  terminus  of  the  Nashville  and  Northwestern  Eailroad. 
On  the  right  bank  of  the  river  there  is  a  range  of  hills  coming  down 
to  within  lt)0  yards  of  the  river-bank,  the  railroad  running  for  some 
distance  along  the  base  of  these  hills  before  reaching  the  river.  The 
country  north  of  the  railroad,  in  the  direction  of  Eeyuoldsburg,  is  flat, 
the  timber  has  been  cut  off  hills  and  flats  for  more  than  a  mile  out 
from  the  depot  on  the  river-bank.  The  (lovernment  warehouses  were 
on  the  river-bank.  The  river  at  this  point  is  abont  400  yards  wide, 
and  the  couise  straight.  The  ground  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  is 
flat  and  heavily  wooded,  no  timber  having  been  cut  down  on  that  bank 
previous  to  the  attack. 

At  3  p.  m.  on  November  2  Lieutenant-Commander  King,  with  gun- 
boats 32  and  29,  started  from  Johnsonville  down  the  Tennessee. 
When  some  five  miles  below  that  point  he  met  the  gunboat  Undine 
and  steam-boat  Venus,  carrying  tAVO  20-pounder  Parrott  guns.  These 
boats  were  loaded  with  rebel  troops,  and  were  steaming  up  the  river. 
Our  gun-boats  opened  fire  upon  the  rebels.  The  Venus  was  disabled, 
run  into  the  shore,  and  abandoned ;  the  Undine  steaTiied  down  the 
river.  The  gun-boats  returned  with  the  Venus  to  Johnsonville.  The 
Venus  had  on  board,  when  captured,  two  20-iiounder  Parrott  guns, 
with  200  rounds  of  ammunition  for  same;  100  boxes  shoes,  2  bales 
blankets,  576  boxes  hard-bread,  and  a  few  other  packages.  The  quar- 
termaster's and  subsistence  stores  had  been  taken  from  the  Mazeppa. 
The  guns  and  amnmnition  were  removed  from  the  boat,  the  other 
property  was  destroyed  with  the  boat. 

About  12  m.  on  November  3  the  Undine  came  up  the  river,  near  the 
head  of  the  island,  little  more  than  a  mile  below  Johnsonville.  Our 
gun-boats  moved  down  to  engage  her,  when  she  steamed  down  the 
river  for  the  purpose  of  decoying  our  boats  into  their  shore  batteries. 
This  was  repeated  twice,  the  rebel  sharpshooters  on  the  bank  firing  in 
volleys  upon  the  gun-boats. 

On  the  morning  of  November  4  the  Undine  was  discovered  lying  at 
the  head  of  the  island.  Our  gun-boats  moved  down  tlie  river,  and  con- 
tinued to  advance  upon  her  until  she  was  fired  and  abandoned.  The 
Key  West,  in  advance,  ran  into  a  battery  within  two  miles  of  Johnson- 
ville, and  received  nineteen  shots  before  she  was  able  to  escape.  Five 
of  our  gun-boats  came  up  the  river  and  engaged  the  rebel  batteries 
near  the  foot  of  Eeyuoldsburg  Island,  about  five  miles  below  Johnson- 
ville, but  were  not  able  to  get  up.  The  military  and  naval  force  at 
Johnsonville  on  November  4  was  as  follows:  Forty-third  Wisconsin 
Volunteers,  700  men;  detachments  of  the  Twelfth,  Thirteenth,  and 
One  hundredth  U:  S.  Colored  Infantry,  —  men ;  armed  quartermaster's 
employes,  800  men ;  detachment  of  the  Eleventh  Tennessee  Cavalry, 
20  men;  First  Kansas  Battery,  six  10-pounder  Parrott  guns;  Company 
A,  Second  U.  S.  Colored  Artillery,  two  12-pouiider  Napoleon  guns; 
one  section  quartermaster's  battery  from  Nashville,  two  12-pounder 
Napoleon  guns;  two  20-pounder  Parrott  guns  captured  on  Venus; 
gun-boats  Key  West  (32),  Elfin  (52),  and  Tawali  (29).  Col.  C.  E.  Thomp- 
son, of  the  Twelfth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  was  in  (command  of  the 
troops,  and  Lieutenant-Commander  King  of  the  gun-boats.  On  the 
hill,  near  the  river,  there  wbs  an  earth-work,  the  artillery  being  posted 
in  and  about  this  work.  Part  of  the  infantry  was  posted  in  this  work, 
and  part  in  rifle-pits  that  had  been  thrown  up  on  the  flat  north  of  the 
railroad.    At  about  2  p.  m.  on  the  4th  of  November  the  rebels  were 
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discovered  planting  batteries  opposite,  also  above  and  below  the  ware- 
houses and  levee.  Tlie  gun-boats  and  laud  batteries  opened  upon  them, 
and  a  reply  Avas  soon  received  from  all  the  rebel  batteries.  It  is  said 
the  gun-boats  continued  firing  until  they  were  disabled,  when  Lieuten- 
ant-Commander King  ordered  them  to  be  abandoned  and  burned. 
Fearing  the  rebels  would  cross  the  river  and  capture  the  steam-boats, 
Colonel  Thompson,  upon  the  recommendation  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
King  and  other  officers  of  the  gun-boats  and  Captain  Rowland,  di- 
rected Captain  Ilowland  to  destroy  by  fire  all  the  transports,  which 
direction  was  immediately  comi)lied  with,  the  fire  soon  extending  to  the 
large  pile  of  stores  on  the  levee,  and  from  that  to  a  warehouse,  which, 
with  its  contents,  Mas  burned.  After  the  boats  were  fired  the  rebels 
concentrated  their  fire  upon  the  levee  and  warehouses  to  prevent  the 
flames  from  being  extinguished.  When  the  stores  on  the  levee  caught 
fire  Captain  Howland  gave  orders  to  have  the  flames  extinguished,  but 
owing  to  the  intense  heat  and  the  difficulty  in  getting  men  to  go  where 
they  would  be  shot  at,  very  little  was  done  toward  complying  with  the 
order.  The  large  new  warehouse,  with  what  little  iwoperty  it  contained, 
was  not  burned.  Six  barges  in  the  river  also  escaped.  After  shelling 
the  depot  for  a  short  time  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  November,  the 
rebels  left  the  river.  It  is  claimed  by  Colonel  Thompson  and  others 
that  there  was  danger  of  the  steam-boats  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
rebels,  as  they  had  the  two  small  boats  of  the  Undine  in  their  posses- 
sion with  which  to  cross  the  river  and  seize  them.  The  armed  force  at 
Johnsonville  was  sufficient  to  have  prevented  any  of  the  rebel  force 
from  crossing  the  river  in  two  small  boats  at  or  near  Johnsonville. 
The  firing  of  the  boats  was  premature.  They  could  have  been  tempo- 
rarily disabled  by  scuttling  and  removing  parts  of  their  engines.  The 
boats  were  fired  at  3  p.  m.,  at  the  time  the  wind  was  blowing  on  the 
levee,  whereas  if  they  had  waited  until  the  wind  changed,  the  stores 
on  the  levee  and  in  tlic  warehouse,  where  the  loss  was  the  greatest, 
would  have  been  saved.  The  property  on  tlie  steam- boats  and  barges 
should  have  been  landed  between  October  30  and  November  4.  After 
the  fire  a  general  system  of  theft  was  inaugurated,  stealing  clothing, 
hospital  stores,  and  anything  they  could  lay  their  liands  upon.  I  was 
informed  that  some  of  the  officers  of  the  gun-boats  helped  themselves 
to  clothing,  and  directed  their  men  to  take  Avhat  they  wanted.  The 
soldiers  and  quartermaster's  employes  came  in  for  their  sliare  of  the 
plunder. 

On  the  evening  of  the  fire  t^e  railroad  agent  at  Johnsonville,  C.  H. 
Nabb,  ran  off  with  a  trahi  of  cars  loaded  with  clothing  and  some  400 
men  from  gun-boats.  On  arriving  at  Waverly,  twelve  miles  from  John- 
sonville, he  detached  the  engine  and  tender  and  went  to  Nashville, 
leaving  the  train  at  Waverly.  The  boxes  on  this  train  were  broken 
open  and  a  considerable  amount  of  clothing  stolen.  Thi  s  man,  Nabb, 
was  still  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  when  I  was  at  Johnsonville. 

The  total  money  value  of  the  property  destroyed  and  captured  dur- 
ing the  operations  of  the  rebels  on  the  Tennessee  River,  including 
steam-boats  and  barges,  is  about  $2,200,000. 

Colonel  Thompson  estimated  the  rebel  force  operating  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Tennessee  at  13,000  men,  under  Generals  Forrest,  Chal- 
mers, Buford,  Bell,  and  Lyon,  with  thirty-six  guns,  twenty  of  them 
20-pounder  Parrotts.  This  estimate  was  formed  upon  the  observation 
of  scouts  and  men  who  were  captured  from  the  transports  below  John- 
sonville.   I  think  this  estimate  of  the  rebel  force  is  too  large. 
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Our  force  sustained  a  loss  of  8  men  killed  and  wounded  during  the 
attack. 

Colonel  Thompson  and  Captain  Howland  are  responsible  for  the  de- 
struction of  the  boats  and  other  property  at  Johnsonville. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  SINCLAIR, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Inspector- General. 
Col.  James  A.  Hardib, 

Inspector- General  U.  8.  Army. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department, 

January  2(i.  1865. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Quartermaster-General  to  report  what 
steps  have  been  taken  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  public  interest 
respecting  the  matters  set  forth  in  the  within  report  referring  to  the 
conduct  of  officers  and  employes  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department, 
and  as  to  the  responsibility  which  rests  upon  them  for  the  great  and 
unnecessary  loss  of  public  property  stated. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

J  AS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Colonel  and  Inspector- General. 

[Second  indorseTnent.] 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

February  1,  1865. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Under  date  December  10, 18C4,  Brig.  Gen.  R.  Allen,  chief  quarter- 
master Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  was  instructed  by  this  office  to  detail 
an  officer,  specially  selected  for  the  purpose,  to  inquire  into  the  circum- 
stances relating  to  the  loss  of  quartermaster  property  at  Johnsonville, 
Tenn.,  who  should  continue  his  investigations  until  all  the  facts  had 
been  ascertained.  He  was  directed  to  obtain  inforjnation  relating  to 
transports  from  General  Donaldson  at  Nashville,  to  procure  the  mani- 
fests of  the  vessels,  or  copies  of  them,  together  with  information  from 
the  officers  who  loaded  them,  and  reports  from  the  officers  at  Johnson- 
ville and  Nashville.  No  report  has  as  yet  been  received  from  General 
AUen.  He  was  telegraphed  to  to-day  to  inform  this  office  immediately 
what  steps  he  had  taken  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  tlie  above 
date.    As  soon  as  his  reply  is  received  will  report  further. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Qiiartermaster-General  and  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.,  U.  8.  Army. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.    Gen.  James  L.  Donaldson,  U.   8.  Army,  Chief 
Quartermaster,  Department  of  tlie  Cumberland. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  November  1,  1864. 
Geitoral  :  The  following  copies  of  telegrams  just  received  are  fur- 
nished for  the  information  of  the  major-general  commanding : 

Johnsonville,  October  SI,  1864. 
Brig.  G«n.  J.  L.  Donau>son, 

Chief  Quartermaster : 
The  new  boat  Mazeppa,  with  700  tons  of  freight  from  Cincinnati,  was  captured 
and  burned  at  Fort  Heiman,  two  miles  this  way  from  Fort  Henry,  on  opposite  sids 
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of  the  river,  on  Friday.  Tlie  Nangatnck  and  Alice  were  captured  at  Widow  Rey- 
nolds' Bar,  forty  miles  this  way  from  Paducah,  on  Saturday.  Gun-boat  55,  with 
transports  Venus  and  Cheeseman,  were  captured  yesterday  without  being  disabled 
near  Paris  Landing,  forty  miles  below  here  and  four  miles  this  way  from  Fort  Hei- 
man.  Our  information  is  reliable  that  Forrest  intends  to  attack  this  place,  with 
from  8,000  to  10,000  men,  within  next  three  or  four  days.  Our  employes  will  be  ready 
and  do  good  service. 

HENRY  ROWLAND, 
Captain  and  Atsisiant  Quartermaster. 

The  substance  of  the  above  telegram  was  sent  you  yesterday,  but 
this  is  clearer  and  more  specific,  having  been  repeated  for  that  purpose. 

JOHNSONVILLE,  October  SI,  1864. 
Gun-boat  55  with  the  two  transports  were  captured  without  being  disabled,  and 
are  now  in  the  hands  of  rebels  in  the  river.    Colonel  Brott,  at  Fort  Donelson,  tele- 
graphs that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Weaver,  commanding  at  Pine  Bluff,  has  abandoned 
the  post.     The  pilot  of  the  55  has  just  reached  here  by  land. 

HENRY  HOWLAND, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

Clarksville,  November  1,  1864. 
Lieut.  S.  H.  Stevens, 

Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster,  Nashville,  lenn. : 
Steamer  Dave  Hughes,  with  barge  loaded  with  Government  stores,  was  burned  yes- 
terday afternoon,  fifteen  miles  above  this  post,  by  guerrillas. 

I.  P.  WILLIAMS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

The  Dave  Hughes  was  a  light-draft  boat  valued  at  $5,000  to  $7,000,  and  was  char- 
tered by  me  some  time  since. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  STEVENS, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  L,  DONALDSON, 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.,  Chief  Quartermaster  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland. 

Brigadier-General  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


No.  4. 


Report  of  Gapt.  8atmiel  J.  McConnell,  Seventy -first  Ohio  Infantry,  Acting 
Assistant  Inspector-General,  District  of  Tennessee. 

Headquarters  District  op  Tennessee, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  November  14,  18G4. 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  inclosed  copy  of  order  directing  me  to  pro- 
ceed to  Johnsonville  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  and  reporting  the 
facts  in  reference  to  the  burning  of  boats  and  Government  stores  at 
that  place,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  statements  of  the  following 
officers: 

Col.  C.  E.  Thompson,  commanding  forces  on  Northwestern  railroad 
and  at  Johnsonville,  on  the  3d  day  of  November,  states  that  Lieutenant 
King,  commanding  gun-boat  fleet,  directed  Captain  Howland,  chief  depot 
quartermaster,  to  have  the  transports  ready  to  flre  at  a  moment's  notice. 
About  3  p.  m.  of  the  Ith  instant  he  had  fought  his  boats  about  one 
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liour,  receiving  nineteen  shots  through  the  Key  West,  disabling  her  for 
further  action,  Avlieu  he  run  the  entire  fleet  to  shore  and  burnt  them. 
There  were  twenty-five  guns  on  the  three  boats  which  were  lost.  He 
informed  Captain  Howland,  assistant  quartermaster,  that  he  must  burn 
the  transports  to  save  the  town .  Captain  Ilowland  reported  to  me  what 
Lieutenant  King,  commanding,  had  said,  and  asked  me  if  I  thought  the 
boats  had  not  better  be  burned.  I  told  him  to  have  it  done.  This  was 
after  3  p.  m.  on  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  instant.  There  were  guns  from 
three  different  points  bearing  on  the  place.  My  scouts  reported  a  force 
of  from  400  to  500  men  on  Yellow  Creek,  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  this 
side  the  Tennessee.  I  had  not  the  men  to  spare  to  put  on  the  levee  to 
re]iel  any  attack  that  might  be  made  from  either  up  or  down  the  river, 
the  forces  that  I  had  being  barely  enough  to  make  a  line  embracing  hills 
east  of  the  raih'oad  embankment,  and  the  hill  upon  which  this  fort  is 
situated.  Nonfe  of  the  troops,  except  the  men  of  the  First  Kansas  Bat- 
tery, had  ever  been  under  fire;  tlie  400  colored  troops  were  the  only 
ones  that  were  drilled.  The  levee  was  covered  with  quartermaster  anil 
commissary  stores,  which  caught  fire  from  the  transports.  The  fire  was 
also  conveyed  from  them  to  the  warehouse,  which  was  also  filled  with 
quartermaster  and  commissary  stores.  J  advised  the  burning  of  the 
transports  on  Lieutenant  King's  (commanding)  report.  I  could  not  see 
'the  necessity  of  burning  them  at  the  time  it  was  done. 

Capt.  James  E.  Montandon,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  at  Jolin- 
sonville,  reports  as  follows: 

Lieutenant  Kinjj,  coniiuiimlinf;,  on  the  4tli  instant  called  to  see  me  and  invited  me 
to  go  down  till)  river  on  the  Key  West.  I  went  with  him.  Six  miles  helow  this  idace 
we  came  on  the  gnn-hoat  IJndint),  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  also  the  transi)ort 
Veuns,  in  their  hands.  As  soon  as  they  discovered  ns  they  ran  around  the  jioint  and 
disappeared.  Wo  ran  down  to  the  ]ioi)it,  came  in  si;;lit,  and  opened  fire  on  them, 
capturing  the  Venus  with  2  rifled  20-pounders,  and  towed  her  to  .lohnsonville,  the 
Undine  escaping.  While  rnnning  np  ti>  Johnsonville  a  rebel  battery  opened  on 
the  Key  West,  imtting  nineteen  shots  through  her  before  she  could  be  got  out  of 
range.  She  was  greatly  disabled  and  returned  to  Johnsonville.  I  arri\od  In're  at 
about  2  p.  m.,  and  was  jiut  in  connnand  of  550  Government  employf'.s,  and  directed 
to  put  them  in  the  intrenchments.  Our  battery  was  firing  over  the  left  of  the  liiui, 
where  my  employes  were  stati(med,  one  of  the  20-ponnder  guns  going  off  and 
killing  twenty  of  the  mules  in  the  corral  near  where  the  employes  were  stationed, 
completely  demoralizing  them,  and  causing  them  to  stanqiede  innnediately.  About 
this  time  the  gnn-boats  were  set  on  lire,  aud  Captain  Howland  told  me  that  he  had 
ordered  the  transports  to  be  hnined. 

Capt.  J.  E.  Chalfant,  commissary  of  subsistence,  stated  he  was  at 
Johnsonville  on  the  4tli  and  was  at  the  levee  about  1  ]>.  m.  of  the  same 
day.  The  transports  and  barges  which  were  burned  were  lying  near 
the  levee ;  they  could  not  have  been  burned  without  burning  the  stores 
upon  the  levee  and  in  the  warehouse.  I  did  not  see  any  necessity  at 
all  of  burning  the  transi)orts  at  the  time  they  M'ere  burned,  as  the 
rebels  had  made  no  demonstration  whatever  to  cross,  and  to  my 
knowledge  they  had  nothing  to  cross  with,  and  in  my  judgment  they 
could  iu>t  have  crossed  and  ca|)tured  the  transjjorts  with  our  10  guns 
and  1,200  muskets  to  defend  them.  At  the  time  of  the  binning  of  the 
transports  the  place  had  not  been  under  fire  to  e.Kceed  one  hour  and  a 
half.  In  my  judgment  the  stores  could  not  have  been  saved  after  the 
transports  were  set  on  fire. 

Capt.  C.  F.  Lovelace,  commissary  of  subsistence,  states : 

I  was  at  Johnsonville  on  the  4th,  and  was  at  tlio  levee  in  the  morning.     Some  of 
the  tran.sports  wei-e  burned  in  daylight,  and  in  my  judgment  there  wa.s  no  necessity 
for  burning  them  at  the  time  they  were  burned,  but  I  do  not  think  the  stores  could 
Ijaye  been  saved  after  the  transports  were  set  on  tire. 
;)5  B  B— VOL  yxxix,  PT  I 
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Colonel  Cobb,  Forty-third  Wi.sconsin  Volunteers,  commanding  post 
Johnsonville,  states: 

1  was  ordered  bj'  Colonel  Tlionipson  to  remain  in  tlie  fort  with  my  regiment.  On 
the  4th  I  was  where  I  conld  see  the  <<neniy  and  their  battery  dniing  the  entire 
engagement.  I  do  not  think  tliere  was  tlie  most  remote  luieessity  of  burning 
either  the  transjiorts  or  gun-boatu,  as  the  enemy  had  ma<le  no  demonstration  to  cross 
whatever,  nor  could  they  have  crossed  and  captured  them  nndei'  our  iirc.  I  sup- 
posed for  some  time  that  the  gun-boats  and  transjiorts  had  been  set  on  lire  by  the 
enemy's  shells,  ttntil  I  was  informed  by  Williams,  acting  master's  mate,  wlio  com- 
manded one  of  the  gun-boats,  to  the  contrary.  Williams  came  inlo  the  fort  wil-h 
some  of  his  crew,  apparently  very  jiinch  friglitencd ;  stated  to  me  tliat  Lieutenant 
King,  commanding,  had  burned  his  boat,  the  Key  West,  and  that  be  (Williams)  bad 
fired  his  liimself.  I  looked  somewhat  astonished  at  this  assei'tion,  .and  he  com- 
menced jnstifying  himself  for  doing  so.  I  should  have  put  him  niider  arrest  imme- 
diately, but  he  stated  he  was  looking  f(U'  Colonel  Tliompson,  my  superior  oiMcer. 
There  were  over  100  explosions  of  shells  npim  the  boats  after  they  had  been  iired. 
There  was  only  one  of  the  boats  disabled,  to  my  knowledge,  at  the  time  they  were 
fired.  I  heard  Captain  Howland  say  tb.at  he  paid  a  Mr.  Chase  $25  for  setting  iire  to 
the  transports.  I  Jiad  1  of  my  men  killed  and  1  mortally  wounded.  I  believe  there 
were  but  3  men  killed  and  3  wounded  during  the  entire  fight.  There  was  no  effort 
made  to  save  the  stores,  to  my  knowledge.  The  Government  employ<Ss  were  all  stam- 
peded. My  orders  from  Colonel  Thompson  wore  to  keep  luy  men  in  the  intreuch- 
ments. 

I  would  respectfully  state  that  Colonel  Cobb  has  seen  three  years' 
service  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  as  coloiicl  of  the  Fifth  Wisconsin 
Eegimeut,  and  from  what  I  can  learn  has  been  repeatedly  under  fire, 
and  is  a  gallant  and  brave  oflicer,  and  is,  in  my  judgment,  the  most 
competent  to  make  a  true  report  of  the  affair  at  Johnsonville.  In  my 
iudgment,  with  the  forces  that  were  at  Johnsonville,  there  could  have 
been  200  men  used  as  sharpshooters,  with  tlie  corn  sacks  for  a  defense, 
which  could  have  driven  the  enemy  from  their  battery  o])posite,  ren- 
dering it  useless,  and  have  saved  the  stores  and  transports. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

S.  J.  McCONNELL, 
Captain,  Seventy-first  Ohio  Vol.  Infty.,  A.  A.  I.  (?.,  Dist.  of  Tcnn. 

Maj.  B.  H.  Polk, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  Tennessee. 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  lAeut.  JUdicard  M.  King,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Johnsonville,  November  d,  1861 — i  p.  m. 
At  daylight  this  morning  the  Undine  came  up  through  the  chute  at 
Reynoldsburg  Island  loaded  with  rebels,  who  fired  her  and  left.  At  8 
a.  m.  the  Paw  Paw  and  three  other  gun -boats  came  in  sight.  I  went 
down  with  Elfin  and  Tawah  and  engaged  a  battery  of  20-pounder  Par- 
rotts  above  Ileynoldsburg  Island,  west  side;  it  was  too  much  for  ns. 
The  Key  West  received  ten  shells  through  upper  works,  seven  through 
berth  deck,  and  two  through  hull.  Guns  disabled  on  my  vessel  and 
Elfin.  Shell  of  Tawah,  received  from  Nashville,  mostly  too  large.  9.45 
a.  m.,  we  returned  here.  At  2  ji.  m.  enemy's  batteries  opened  on  us 
opposite  this  i)lace,  above  and  below.  The  three  boats  and  forts  were 
engaged.  In  shipping  cable  it  got  foul  of  stern-Avheel  and  the  anchor 
was  weighed,  then  Tawah  took  us  in  tow  and  we  moved  to  bank  opposite 
upper  battery.  Both  batteries  now  opened  on  us.  After  firing  away 
mostly  all  our  ammunition  I  gave  orders  to  get  ready  to  fire  the  boats. 
Tawah's  starboard-bow  Parrott  disabled  by  enemy's  shell.  My  boat's 
wheel  disabled  and  cases  bent.    Seeing  it  was  impossible  to  hold  out 
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longer  we  burned  the  boats  reliu-tantly.  Paw  .Paw  and  other  boats  are 
bek)w,  with  batteries  above  and,  1  think,  bchnv  tlieni.  My  oliHcers  and 
crew  I  have  ordered  to  tlie  fort,  .lohnsonville  can  only  be  saved  by  a 
large  foree  and  iron-dads.  Seven  transports  and  onr  |)rizc  Venus  are 
set  on  lire.  We  have  done  what  we  could.  With  a  heavy  heart  I  close 
this  dispatch. 

E.  M.  KING, 
Actinff  Tolimicci-  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Key  Went. 
Commander  JAMES  W.  Siiiek,  Paducah. 


No.  G. 


Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Solomon  Meredith,  U.  S.  Army,  eommanding  Dis- 
trict of  Western  Kentucky. 

Paducaii,  Ky.,  November  1,  1864. 

I  have  just  received  information  that  the  gun-boat  Undine  was  cap- 
tured on  the  night  of  the  30th  by  the  enemy  between  Paris  Landing 
and  FortHeiman.  It  is  also  reported  that  2  transports  were  ca])tured 
at  the  same  time.  I  have  just  received  reliable  information  from  a 
scout  who  visited  Forrest's  headquarters  at  Paris,  Tcnn.,  that  he  is 
there  in  force.  Buford  is  at  Fort  Heiman,  on  the  Tennessee.  Chabners 
and  Lyon  with  Forrest  at  Paris.  Forrest  has  seventeen  regiments,  four 
battalions,  and  nine  pieces  of  artillery — that  is,  in  addition  to  Buford's 
force  on  the  Tennessee.  I  need  more  assistance.  All  reports  concur 
that  he  is  to  attack  me  soon.  My  oi)inion  is  that  he  intends  taking 
Johnsonville  if  not  re-enforced.  I  need  1,500  more  men  to  insure  the 
safety  of  Oolunibus,  Ky.  I  ought  at  least  to  have  2,000  more  men  fop 
this  place.  There  should  be  an  aggressive  move  made  against  Forrest 
at  once,  both  from  this  place  and  above;  if  not,  the  Tennessee  Eiver 
is  blockaded  and  Johnsonville  taken.  Give  me  a  sufQcieut  force  and 
I  will  drive  him  out  of  the  country. 

S.  MBltEDITH, 
Brigadier- General. 

Capt.  J.  Bates  Dickson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Lexington,  Ky. 


Padl'OAH,  Ky.,  November  1, 1864. 
Captain  :  L  have  jtist  received  the  following  telegraphic  dispatch 
from  the  oiiicer  commanding  Sniithland,  Ky. : 

Gun-boat  Unfline,  No.  55,  cnsaged  the  batteries  at  Paris  Landing  Simrlay  at  10 
o'(?]oc,k;  captured  at  4  p.  in.  and  reported  Huuk.  Lyoii  in  command  of  tlie  enemy's 
forces — -IjOOO  men  and  seven  pieces  of  artillery,  B  anil  12  pounder  rifled  guns.  Eorrest 
at  Hcima)i,  -n-ith  8,000  men,  five  12-])onnders,  and  eiglit(!cn  siege  guns.  The  transport 
Venus,  Lieutenant  Gibson  and  i)arty  of  recruits  Ijelougiug  to  Thirty-fourth  N(!\v 
.Jersey  Volunteers,  on  board,  were  fu-ed  into  by  musketry  above  Paris  Landing. 
Lieutenant  Gibson  returned  the  lire,  and  had  a  running  light  until  opposite  the 
landing,  vhen  they  were  fired  into  by  the  batteries.  The  captain  of  the  Venus  and 
2  men  of  the  Thirty-fourth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  were  killed.  The  boat  was  cap- 
tured aud  I  have  reason  to  believe  the  officer  and  balance  of  the  men  also. 

S.  MEEBDITH, 
Brigadier-  General, 
Oapt.  J.  Bates  JJickson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Xo.  7. 

Report  of  Col.  Reuben  D.  Mussey,  One  hundredth  U.  8.  Colored  Infantry. 

* 

Hdqes.  Commissioner  Organization  U.  S.  Cold.  Troops, 

Nashvilk,  Tenn.,  November  14,  1864. 
Captain  : 

♦  *»*#** 

The  behavior  of  the  colored  troops  at  Johnsonville,  Tenn.,  during  the 
recent  attack  upon  that  place  was,  I  am  informed  by  several  eye-wit- 
nesses, excellent.  A  section  of  JMcigs'  battery,  temporarily  there,  made 
excellent  practice,  dismounting  one  of  the  guns  of  a  battery  placed 
by  the  rebels  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  and  causing  the  battery 
several  times  to  change  their  location.  The  rebel  battery  devoted  its 
attention  to  this  section,  shelling  it  furiously.  The  men  stood  their 
ground  well.  Some  of  the  Thirteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  who  were 
at  Johnsonville,  were  upon  the  river -bank  as  sharpshooters,  and  armed 
with  the  Enfield  rifle,  and  did  good  execution.  The  affair  was  slight, 
but  it  has  gained  credit  for  the  colored  troops. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  MUSSEY, 
Colonel  One  hundredth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 

Commissioner  Organization  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

Capt.  Charles  P.  Brown, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


No.  8. 

Report  of  General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  G.  S.  Army. 

TuscuMBiA,  November  8, 1864. 
(Eeceived  12th.) 
General  Forrest  reports  on  5th  instant  that  he  was  then  engaged 
fighting  enemy  at  Johnsonville,  liaving  abeady  destroyed  4  gun-boats 
of  eight  guns  each,  14  steamers,  and  20  barges,  with  large  quantity  of 
quartermaster's  and  commissary  stores,  on  landing  and  in  warehouses, 
estimated  at  75,000  to  120,000  tons.  Six  gun-boats  were  then  approach- 
ing, which  he  hoped  to  capture  or  destroy. 


General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


No.  0. 


Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Natlian  B.  Forrest,  G.  S.  Army,  commanding  For- 
rest's Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Forrest's  Cavalry, 

Near  Johnsonville,  November  3,  1864. 
General  :  Having  advised  you,  by  previous  dispatch,  of  the  capture 
of  XJ.  8.  gun-boat  55  and  3  transports  and  barges,  aud  also  of  tUe 
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damage  to  steamer  Anna,  which,  in  cousequeuce  of  damage  from  our 
batteries,  is  reported  to  have  sunk,  1  have  now  the  honor  to  state  that 
my  command  is  in  front  of  Johnson ville,  at  whieh  place  there  are  three 
gun-boats,  seven  transports,  and  quite  a  number  of  barges.  I  have 
batteries  above  and  below  the  boats,  and  am  to-night  fortifying  and 
placing  a  battery  directly  opposite  them,  and  will  to-morrow  endeavor 
to  sink  or  destroy  them.  Johnsonville  is  strongly  fortified  with  heavy 
siege  pieces  in  their  works,  and  is  garrisoned  by  a  heavy  force.  There 
are  several  boats  and  barges  yet  unloaded  for  want  of  room ;  the  land- 
ing and  banks  (several  acres  in  extent)  are  piled  with  freight  for 
Sherman's  army;  all  the  houses  are  full,  and  trains  are  running  inces- 
santly night  and  day  in  removin  g  them.  I  regret  to  state  that  the  trans- 
port Venxis  was  recaptured  by  the  enemy.  In  moving  up  from  Fort 
Heimau  orders  were  misunderstood  and  the  boats  got  in  advance  of 
our  land  batteries,  were  come  upon  suddenly,  and  vigorously  attacked 
by  two  gun -boats  of  the  enemy ;  the  transport  was  disabled  and  aban- 
doned; the  crew  escaped.  Having  only  my  ordnance  train  and  a  few 
wagons  for  carrying  cooking  utensils  with  me,  I  found  it  impossible  to 
remove  the  stores  cai^tured  from  steamer  Mazeppa,  at  F'ort  Heiman,  and 
had  tliem  placed  on  transport  Venus,  with  a  view,  if  possible,  of  carry- 
ing them  up  the  river  by  Johnsonville  or  hauling  them  out  from 
Eeynoldsburg  to  Camden.  Owing,  also,  to  the  condition  of  the  roads 
and  the  fact  that  the  horses  attached  to  the  20-pounder  Parrott  guns 
weie  worn  out,  the  guns  were  also  placed  upon  the  Venus  and  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  We  still  have  the  gun-boat  in  pos- 
session, but  she  is  out  of  coal,  and  her  furnaces  being  built  for  coal,  and 
it  being  impossible  to  supjily  her  or  get  her  by  Johnsonville,  I  may  liave 
to  burn  her.  Will  make  the  attack  on  the  transports  tomorrow  at 
Johnsonville,  and  will,  day  after  to-morrow,  if  necessary  to  do  so,  burn 
the  gun-boat  and  move  to  join  General  Hood. 

My  command  is  coming  iu.  Many  having  been  absent  for  clothing, 
and  the  bad  roads  and  worn-down  condition  of  the  horses  compel  me  to 
move  slowly.  Have  ordered  that  portion  of  my  command  at  Jackson 
and  Lexington  to  move  at  once  to  Perryville  and  arrange  for  crossing 
the  liver  with  all  the  commissary  and  quarte.rmaster  stores  I  have 
there.  Have  also  ordered  my  wagon  train,  with  one  regiment  and  one 
company  which  were  left  at  Corinth,  to  move  to  Cherokee,  and  written 
(General  Hood  to  give  them  such  oiders  as  may  be  necessary.  A  por- 
tion of  my  Kentucky  troops,  sent  in  tlie  direction  of  i'aducah  to  guard 
my  flank,  Avill  also  be  here  in  time  to  move  with  me  day  after  to-mor- 
low.     Will  advise  you  again  of  the  result  of  my  operations  to-morrow. 

Have  received  an  order  from  General  Beauregard  to  move  my  com- 
mand and  report  to  General  Hood,  north  of  the  Tennessee  Kiver,  and 
will  obey  the  order  unless  it  is  countermanded.  1  am  of  the  opinion, 
however,  that  blockading  the  river  here  will  be  more  detrimental  to  the 
enemy  and  advantageous  to  General  Hood  than  to  move  my  command 
into  Middle  Tennessee;  nevertheless,  I  shall  go  there  as  soon  as  the 
K(;attered  condition  of  my  command  and  worn-out  condition  of  my 
horses  will  permit. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  FOKKEST, 

Major-General. 

Lieut.  Gen.  K.  Taylor, 

Comdy.  Dtpt.  of  Ala.,  Miss.,  and  East  La.,  Sehna,  Ala. 
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J^EAUQTTAKTEJtS   FoREEST'R   OAVAI.IIY   CORPS, 

VeronOj  Misn.,  January  1^,  IH60. 

OoLf)NEL:  Goiitinuofl  active  service  in  tlie  field  for  two  months  has 
prevented  me  fi-biu  rei^orting  at  an  earlier  day  the  action  of  my  troops 
on  the  expedition  along  the  Tejinessee  liivcr.  T  avail  myself,  lioAvever, 
of  the  first  leisnre  moment,  and  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

On  the  16th  of  October  I  ordered  ('olonel  liell  to  move  with  his 
brigade  from  Corinth  and  to  Ibi-m  a  v\m\\)  at  Lavinia.  On  the  18th 
Brigadier-General  Buford  was  ordered  to  move  with  the  Kentucky 
brigade  to  Lexington  for  the  i)nrpose  of  watching  Geneial  Hatch,  avIio 
was  reported  to  be  in  that  direction.  1  moved  i'rom  Oorinth  on  the 
morning  of  the  lOtli,  with  my  escort  and  Itucker's  brigade,  to  Jackson, 
Tenn.  At  this  place  I  was  joined  by  Brigadier-(icneral  Chalmers  with 
about  250  men  of  McCulloch's  brigade  and  .'iOO  of  Mabry's  brigade, 
which,  with  Kucker's  brigade,  constituted  his  division.  On  the  29th  I 
ordered  him  to  proceed  to  the  Tennessee  liiver  and  there  co-operate 
with  Brigadier-General  Buford,  who  was  blockading  the  river  at  Fort 
Heiman  and  Paris  Landing.  On  arriving  at  the  river  1  found  it  most 
effectually  blockaded  i)y  a  jndic-ious  disi)osition  of  the  troops  and  bat- 
teries sent  for  this  purpose. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  the  steamer  ]\razeppa,  witli  two  barges  in 
tow,  made  her  appearance.  As  she  jiassed  the  battery  at  Fort  Heimau, 
supported  by  Brigadier-General  Lyon,  she  was  fired  upon  by  one  sec- 
tion of  Morton's  battery  and  two  20-pounder  I'arrott  guns.  Every  shot 
must  have  taken  effect,  as  she  made  for  the  siiore  after  the  third  fire 
and  reached  the  op])osite  bank  in  a  disabled  condition,  Avhere  she  Avas 
abandoned  by  theerewand  passengers,  who  fled  to  thcAvoods.  A  hawser 
Avas  erected  on  this  side  of  the  river  and  she  was  towed  over,  and  on 
being  boarded  she  was  found  to  be  heavily  loaded  with  blankets,  shoes, 
clothing,  hard  bread,  &c.  While  her  cargo  Avas  being  removed  to  the 
shore  three  gun-boats  made  their  appearance,  and  commenced  shelling 
the  men  who  were  engaged  in  nnh)ading  the  Mazei)pa.  They  were 
ibrced  to  retire,  and  fearing  the  boat  might  be  captured  Brigadier- 
General  Buford  ordered  her  to  be  burned. 

On  the  ;30th  the  steamer  Anna  came  doAvn  the  river  and  succeeded 
in  passing  both  the  u])per  and  lower  batteries,  but  was  so  disabled  that 
she  sunk  before  she  reached  I'aducali.  The  Anna  was  folloAved  by  two 
transports  (J.  W.  Cheeseman,thc  Venus)  and  two  barges  under  convoy 
of  gun-boat  Undine.  In  attemiiting  to  pass  my  batteries  all  the  boats 
Avere  disabled.  They  landed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  and  Avere 
abandoned  by  the  creAvs,  Avho  left  their  dead  and  Avounded.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Kelley,  Avith  tAvo  companies  of  his  regiment,  Avas  thrown  across 
the  river  and  soon  returned  to  Paris  Landing  Avith  the  boats.  The 
steaiUier  J.  W.  Cheeseman  Avas  so  disabled  that  she  Avas  ordered,  with  the 
tAvo  barges,  to  be  burned;  the  gunboat  Avas  also  burned  Avhile  moAnng 
up  the  riA'er  to  JohusonA'ille.  Tlie  Venus  Avas  recaptured  by  the  enemy 
on  [Kovember  2,]  but  Avas  destroyed  the  next  day  [l«roA'cmber  4]  at 
Johnsonville  by  my  batteries. 

On  the  1st  of  ]Srt)A'end)er  I  oidered  my  command  to  moA'e  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Johnsonville,  which  place  I  reached  on  the3d.  At  this  point  Col- 
onel Mabry  joined  (Tciieral  Chahners  with  Thrall's  battery.  TheAvharf 
at  Johnsonville  Avas  lined  Avith  transports  and  gun-boats.  An  immense 
warehouse  presented  itself  and  was  represented  as  being  stored  Avith 
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the  most  valuable  supi>lies,  wbile  several  acres  of  the  shore  were  cov- 
ered with  every  (.loscri])ti<)n  of  army  stores.  The  fort  was  situated  on 
a  high  hill  and  in  a  commandiug-  position,  and  defended  by  strong 
Avorlvs. 

All  my  troops  having  arrived,  1  commenced  disposing  of  them  with  a 
view  of  bombarding  the  enemy.  As  he  cojnma.nded  the  position  I  de- 
signed to  occnpy,  1  was  necessarily  comx)elled  to  act  with  great  caution. 
I  planted  most  of  my  gnns  during  the  night,  and  while  completing  the 
work  the  next  morning  my  men  worked  behind  ambuscades,  which  ob- 
scured everything  fiom  the  enemy.  Thrall's  battery  of  howitzers  was 
placed  in  position  above  Johnsonville,  ^\hile  Morton's  and  Hudson's 
batteries  were  placed  nearly  opposite  and  just  below  town. 

1  ordered  a  simultaneous  assault  to  commence  at  3  o'clock.  All  my 
movements  for  twenty-four  hours  had  been  so  secretive  the  enemy 
seemed  to  think  I  had  retired,  and  for  the  puri30se  of  making  a  recon- 
naissance two  gun-boats  were  lashed  together  and  pushed  out  just  be- 
fore the  attack  opened.  The  bombardment  commenced  by  the  section 
of  Morton's  batt«ry  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Brown.  The  other  bat- 
teries joined  promptly  in  the  assault.  The  enemy  returned  the  fire 
from  twenty-eight  guns  on  their  giin-boats  and  fourteen  guns  on  the 
hill.  About  fifty  guns  were  thus  engaged  at  the  same  time,  and  the 
tiring  was  terrific.  The  gun-boats,  in  fifteen  minutes  after  the  engage- 
ment commenced,  were  set  on  fire,  and  made  rapidly  for  the  shore, 
where  they  were  both  consumed.  My  batteries  next  opened  upon  the 
transijorts,  and  in  a  short  time  they  were  in  flames.  The  immense 
amount  of  stores  were  also  set  on  fire,  together  with  the  buge  ware- 
house above  the  landing.  By  night  the  wharf  for  nearly  one  mile  up 
and  down  the  river  presented  one  solid  sheet  of  flame.  The  enemy  con- 
tinued a  furious  cannonading  on  my  batteries. 

Having  completed  the  work  designed  by  the  expedition,  I  moved  my 
command  six  miles  during  the  night  by  the  light  of  the  enemy's  burn- 
ing property.  The  roads  were  almost  impassable,  and  the  march  to 
Corinth  was  slow  and  toilsome,  but  I  reached  there  on  November  10, 
after  an  absence  of  over  two  weeks,  during  which  time  I  captured  and 
destroyed  4  gun -boats,  14  transports,  20  barges,  20  pieces  of  artillery, 
§0,700,000  worth  of  property,  and  150  prisoners.  Brigadier-General 
Buford,  after  supplying  his  own  command,  turned  over  to  my  chief 
quartermaster  about  9,000  pairs  of  shoes  and  1,000  blankets. 

My  loss  during  the  entire  trip  was  2  killed  a7id  9  wounded;  tbat  of 
the  enemy  will  probably  reach  fiOO  killed,  wounded,  and  ])risoners. 

On  this  expedition  my  division  commanders,  Brigadier-Generals 
Chalmers  and  Buford,  displayed  the  same  prompt  observance  in  obey- 
ing orders,  the  same  skill,  coolness,  and  undaunted  courage  which  they 
have  heretofore  exhibited,  and  for  which  I  thank  them. 

My  brigade  commanders.  Colonels  Bell,  liucker,  Crossland,  and 
Mabry,  are  deserving  of  the  highest  commendation  for  their  conduct  on 
this  as  on  all  former  occasions. 

Brigadier-General  Lyon,  who  had  been  assigned  to  another  depart- 
ment,"reported  to  me  on  tliis  expedition  and  rendered  much  valuable 
service  at  Johnsonville  and  Fort  IJeiman. 

To  (lapt.  John  W.  Morton,  acting  chief  of  artillery,  and  the  brave 
trooiis  under  his  command,  my  thanks  are  especially  due  for  their  etti- 
ciency  and  gallantry  on  this  exi)editif)n.  They  tired  with  a  rapidity  and 
accuracy  which  extorted  the  commendation  of  even  the  enemy.    The 
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raiumerb  were  sliot  from  the  liaiuls  of  the  cannoneers,  some  of  whom 
were  nearly  buried  amid  the  dirt  which  was  thrown  upon  them  by  the 
storm  of  shell  which  rained  upon  them  by  the  enemy's  batteries. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

]Sr.  E.  FORREST, 

Major-General. 

Col.  E.  StjrCtET, 

Assiistunt  Adjidant  General^  Meridian,  Miss. 


No.  10. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  K.  Chalmers,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  cav- 
alry division. 

Hdqks.  Chalmers'  Division,  Forrest's  Calvary, 

Ferryville,  Tenn.,  November  8,  1864. 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  Major-G  eneral  Forrest,  command- 
ing, «&c.,  I  moved  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  October  from  Paris, 
Temi.,  with  Rucker's  brigade,  my  escort  battalion,  and  four  pieces  of 
rifled  artillery  (one  section  of  Rice's  and  one  of  Hudson's  battery),  to 
Paris  Landing,  on  the  Tenuessee  River,  where  I  arrived  about  11  a.  m.  on 
the  same  day.  I  found  Colonel  Bell  at  the  landing  with  his  brigade,  of 
Buford's  division,  and  a  section  of  Morton's  battery.  He  reported  to  me 
that  a  short  time  before  my  arrival  a  guu-boat  and  two  transports  had 
passed  his  position,  going  down  the  river,  and  that  in  obedience  to 
orders  from  General  Buford  he  had  reserved  his  Are  until  they  had 
passed,  and  had  then  opened  upon  them,  and  he  thought  had  done  them 
some  damage.  One  of  the  transports  succeeded,  as  I  was  afterward  in- 
formed, in  passing  Fort  Heiman,  where  General  Buford  was  stationed 
with  the  Kentucky  brigade  of  his  division,  a  section  of  Morton's  battery, 
and  the  two  20  pounder  Parrott  guns  of  Hudson's  battery,  but  was 
badly  crippled  in  the  attempt.  The  other  transport  (the  Venus)  and 
the  gun-boat  (the  U.  S.  steamer  Undine,  No,  nr))  were  at  a  bend  of  the 
river  about  midway  between  the  positions  of  Colonel  Bell  and  General 
Buford,  and  out  of  the  range  of  the  guns  of  either.  After  consultation 
with  Colonel  Bell,  I  directed  him  to  move  his  artillery  down  the  river  to 
a  point  as  nearly  as  possible  opposite  to  the  boats,  and  to  drive  them 
from  their  position.  He  rode  off  to  reconnoiter,  and  on  returning  re- 
ported that  the  order  could  not  be  executed  on  account  of  the  ground  to 
be  passed  over.  My  artillery  having  arrived  was  placed  in  position  on 
the  bank  of  the  river  above  that  held  by  Colonel  Bell,  Avithan  interval 
of  several  hundred  yards  between  the  sections. 

Colonel  Rucker,  coming  upon  the  held,  suggested  tlwit  guns  should  be 
moved  down  the  river  to  attack  the  boats,  and  on  being  told  that  Colonel 
Bell  had  repoited  the  ground  im])racticable  for  artillery,  he  proposed 
that  he  and  I  should  re-examine  it.  AVe  accordingly  rode  down  the 
river.  Colonel  Bell  accompanying  us,  but  before  we  had  found  a  suitable 
position  a  courier  reported  another  transport  coming  down,  and  Colonel 
Bell  and  I  returned  to  the  batteries,  leaving  Colonel  Rucker  with  orders 
to  continue  his  reconnaissance.  Tlie  transport  ])roved  to  be  the  J.  W. 
Cheesemun,  a  stern-wheel  steamer.    She  was  allowed  to  pass  the  upper 
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battery  (Rice's)  unmolested,  but  iis  .soon  as  she  came  opposite  to  the  mid- 
dle battery  (Hudson's)  the  guns  of  both  opened  upon  lier,  and  her  steam 
pipe  was  cut  and  other  parts  of  her  machinery  disabled.  As  she  Avas 
passing  Hudson's  battery  Colonel  JJell's  battery  also  opened  upon  her, 
and  a  heavy  fire  of  small-arms  being  ])0ured  into  her  by  troops  stationed 
along  the  bank  of  the  river,  she  was  soon  compelled  to  surreiuler.  Soon 
after  this  Colonel  Bell  moved  his  brigade  to  Fort  Heiinan,  in  obedience 
to  orders  from  General  Buford,  M-^hom  I  had  directed  to  consolidate  his 
division  at  that  point. 

Colonel  Eucker  having  reported  that  he  had  found  a  practicable  route 
and  a  good  position  for  attacking  the  boats  below  the  landing,  I  directed 
him  to  move  down  to  it  Avitli  the  section  of  Hudson's  battery  (tw<j  10- 
pounder  Parrott  guns),  the  Fifteenth  liegiment,  and  Twenty-sixth  Bat- 
talion Tennessee  Cavalry,  of  his  brigade,  and  attack  them,  which  he  did 
with  such  vigor  and  success  that  after  a  severe  artillery  duel  between 
his  battery  and  the  gun-boat,  the  latter  was  disabled  and  driven  to  the 
opposite  bank,  where  all  of  her  officers  and  crew,  who  were  able  to  do  so, 
abandoned  her  and  escaped,  leaving  only  the  dead  and  wounded 
behind. 

At  the  same  time  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kelley,  commanding  Twenty- 
sixth  Battalion  Tennessee  Cavalry,  attacked  the  transport  Venus, 
which  was  defended  by  a  small  detaclimeut  of  U.  S.  infantry,  so  sharply 
that  she  surrendered  to  him,  and  the  gallant  colonel,  going  on  board  of 
her  with  two  com])anies  of  his  battalion,  crossed  the  river,  took  posses- 
sion of  the  gun-boat,  and  brought  both  safely  to  the  landing. 

While  this  fight  was  going  on  another  gun-boat  (the  No.  29)  appeared 
above  us,  and  coming  to  anchor  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  our  bat- 
teries, began  to  shell  them.  The  ui>per  battery  (liice's)  returned  a  few 
shots,  but  finding  that  the  distance  was  too  great  for  effective  living,  I 
directed  it  to  move  up  nearer  to  the  boat  and  ordered  a  portion  of  my 
escort  battalion  and  the  cadet  company  of  the  Seventh  Alabama  Cav- 
jilry  to  support  the  battery  and  act  as  sharpshooters.  After  a  brief  and 
spirited  engagement  the  gnn-boat  weighed  anchor  and  withdrew  u])  the 
river.  The  (Jheeseman  was  so  badly  injured  that  it  was  impossible  to 
repair  her  with  the  means  at  our  command,  and  she  was  afterward 
burned  by  order  of  the  major-general  commanding,  as  were  also  the 
three  biirges  captured  on  the  same  day.  The  transport  Venus  and  the 
gun-boat  IJndine  being  only  slightly  injured,  Avere  soon  put  in  repair, 
by  his  order.  These  boats  T)eing  bound  down  stream,  after  having 
delivered  their  cargoes  of  freight  for  the  TJ.  S.  Government  at  John- 
sonville,  contained  no  stores  beyond  the  usual  supjdies  for  their 
own  use  and  a  small  quantity  of  private  freight  of  but  little  value  for 
army  use.  The  Undine  belonged  to  the  class  of  gun-boats  known  as 
"tin-clads,"  and  was  one  of  the  lai'gest  boats  of  her  class  on  the  river. 
She  carried  eight  24-pounder  brass  liowitzers,  and  wlien  (;ai)tured  had 
all  of  her  armament  and  equipment  t)n  board  of  her.  An  atteini>t  had 
been  made  to  spike  twoof  the  guns  and  to  disable  one  byplacing  a  shell 
in  its  muzzle,  but  these  were  soon  removed. 

I  have  been  jnore  minute  than  may  seem  to  he  necessary  in  giving  all 
the  particulars  of  the  capture  of  these  l)oats,  because  I  am  aware  that 
some  dis])ute  has  arisen  as  to  what  troops  iire  eutil^led  to  the  honor  of 
their  capture.  I  do  not  regard  this  as  a  matter  of  Jiiucli  importance, 
since  all  that  Avas  done  was  but  the  execution  of  the  plans  of  the  major- 
general  commanding,  and  Avhatever  of  honor  may  arise  therefrom  is  due 
first  to  him  who  conceived  and  then  to  those  Avho  executed  them. 
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All  of  the  troops,  so  far  as  I  am  iufonned,  acquitted  themselves  well,, 
but  I  feel  it  is  but  j  ust  to  those  who  took  the  most  promiuent  part  in  the 
exeeution  of  those  i)lans  that  they  should  receive  the  greater  share  of 
that  houor  which  is  the  dearest  reward  of  the  soldier.  1  repeat,  there- 
fore, that  when  the  Cheeseman  was  cai)tured  there  were  six  guns  play- 
ing upon  her,  of  which  two  (of  Morton's  battery)  belonged  to  Colonel 
Bell's  command,  and  four  (two  of  Rice's  and  two  of  Hudson's  battery) 
belonged  to  iny  command.  They  were  placed  on  tht^  bank  of  the  river. 
Rice's  being  the  upper,  Hudson's  the  center,  and  IMorton's  the  lower 
battery,  and  the  boat  Avas  disabled  before  slie  had  passed  tlie  center 
battery  by  one  of  the  first  shots  iired  at  her. 

The  gun-boat  Undine  and  the  transport  Yenus  were  captured  after 
Colonel  Bell  had  withdrawn  his  brigade,  incUidiug  his  artillery,  and 
when  there  were  no  troops  present  excepting  those  belonging  to  this  di- 
vision. The  troops  immediately  engaged  in  the  capture  were  the  Fif- 
teenth Regiment  and  the  Twenty-sixth  Battalion  Tennessee  (Javalry 
and  one  section  of  Hudson's  battery.  It  has  been  said,  however,  that 
these  boats  were  badly  crippled  by  Colonel  Bell  as  they  passed  his  po- 
sition in  the  morning  and  before  any  part  of  this  division  had  arrived, 
but  in  reply  to  this  I  would  respectfully  say  that  tlie  Yenus  was  not 
inaterially  injured  when  she  was  captured,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
she  was  used  immediately  afterward  to  tow  the  gun-boat  to  the  landing. 
The  shot  Avhicli  struck  her  injured  her  cabin  and  upper  works,  but  liad 
not  damaged  either  her  machinery  or  her  hull.  Colonel  Bell  stated  to 
me  that,  in  obedience  to  orders,  he  did  not  fire  at  either  of  the  boats  until 
they  had  passed  his  position.  This  exjiosed  tlieir  sterns  and  larboard 
sides  to  his  lire,  but  the  shot  wliich  disabled  the  Undine  struck  her  in 
front  and  on  the  starboard  side,  and  could  not  have  come  from  Colonel 
Bell's  battery.  In  addition  to  this,  the  boat  Avas  manageable,  and  main- 
tained a  shar^)  fight  for  some  time  after  Colonel  Bell  had  withdrawn  his 
brigade.  In  view  of  these  circumstances  I  think  it  evident  that  the 
greater  share  of  the  honor  of  capturing  these  boats  belongs  to  those 
troops  to  whom  they  were  actually  surrendered. 

Our  loss  in  this  afi'air  was  1  man  of  Rucker's  brigade  severely 
Avounded ;  that  of  the  enemy,  so  lar  as  Ave  have  been  able  to  ascertain 
it,  Avas  3  killed  and  G  Avounded  on  the  Yenus;  3  killed  and  4  wounded 
on  the  Undine,  and  1  wounded  on  the  Cheeseman;  total,  8  killed  and  11 
Avounded.  We  also  captured  43  prisoners,  among  ^^■hon^  Avas  1  officer 
and  10  men  of  the  U.  S.  infantry.  The  others  belonged  to  the  difierent 
boats. 

On  the  morning  of  I^ovember  1  moved  my  command  up  the  river  as 
far  as  Danville,  where  Ave  encamped,  placing  our  guns  in  position  on  the 
river-bank  so  as  to  protect  (mr  boats  (the  Undine  and  Yenus),  Avhich 
had  been  ordered  to  move  up  the  river,  keeping  in  rear  of  our  batteries. 

On  tlie  ff)llowing  niorning  I  moved  toward  Reynoldsburg,  in  acc(n'dance 
Avitli  previous  instructions,  but  was  afterward  ordered,  by  the  major- 
general  connnanding,  to  halt  near  Davidson's  Ferry,  and  to  place  my 
guns  in  position  at  that  place,  AvhicliAvas  done.  Our  boats  having  ven- 
tured too  far  beyond  the  protection  of  our  batteries,  Avere  attacked  by 
two  of  the  enemy's  gun-boats,  and  the  Yenus  Avas  recaptured  by  them. 

On  the  3d  instant  Ave  moved  up  the  river  opposite  to  Reynoldsburg 
and  Johnsouville,  and  had  frequent  skirmishes  during  the  day  with  the 
enemy's  gun-boats,  of  Avhich  there  were  three  at  the  'after  jjlace,  but 
with(mt  any  decisive  results.  Here  Ave  Avere  joined  by  Colonel  Mabry's 
brigade  of  cavalry  and  Thrall's  battery  of  12-])ouuder  howitzers,  attached 
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to  this  division,  is'hich  had  been  left  at  Paris,  and  had  moved  directly 
from  that  place  and  taken  position  a  short  distance  above  Jolinsonville. 

On  the  4th  instant,  General  Bnford  having  come  ni)  with  liis  division 
and  Morton's  battery,  the  latter  was  ordered  to  the  position  occu])ied 
by  Colonel  Itucker,  and  my  division  was  formed  as  follows:  Colonel 
Mabry,  with  his  brigade  and  Thrall's  battery,  on  the  right  immediately 
above  and  oi)posite  to  Johnsonville;  Colonel  Kiiclcer,  with  Morton's 
battery  and  the  Seventh  Alabama  Cavalry,  immediately  below  and 
opjjosite  to  that  i»lace;  Lientenant-Colonel  Kelley,  with  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Tennessee  14attaIion  and  two  guns  of  Rice's  batteiy,  opposite  to 
Reynoldsbnrg,  and  Lientenant-Colonel  Logwood,  of  the  Fifteenth  Ten- 
nessee Ca^'alrj-,  with  his  regiment  and  a  section  of  Hudson's  battery,  at 
Clark's  honse,  still  farther  doAvu  the  river  and  about  two  miles  below 
Johnsonville. 

The  enemy  had  at  Johnsonville  three  gun-boats  and  a  number  of  trans- 
ports and  barges — variously  estimated  at  from  eight  to  ten  of  the  former 
and  from  twelve  to  fifteen  of  the  latter,  some  of  them  laden — together 
with  an  immense  quantity  of  Government  stores,  a  part  of  which  was  con- 
tained in  a  large  warehouse,  and  the  remainder  piled  upon  the  bank, 
covering  about  an  acre  of  ground.  The  town  was  defended  by  a  strong 
eaath-work,  well  garrisoned  and  supplied  with  artillery,  and  they  pos- 
sessed an  additional  advantage  in  the  fact  that  the  bank  of  the  river 
on  that  side  is  much  higher  than  that  on  which  we  Avere. 

At  2  p.  m.  the  bombardment  began,  and  in  a  short  time  one  of  the 
gun-boats  was  set  on  fire.  One  after  another  the  others  followed,  and 
before  night-fall  all  of  the  gun-boats,  transports,  and  barges,  the  ware- 
house, and  the  greater  part  of  the  stores  on  the  shore,  were  set  on  lire 
and  consumed.  The  enemy  kei)t  up  a  heavy  fire  from  their  gun-boats 
and  land  batteries  until  the  former  were  disabled,  but  witlxmt  inllicting 
any  serious  injury  upon  us  or  forcing  any  part  of  our  troo])S  to  abandon 
their  positions.  Duringthe  engagement  five  gun-boats  came  uj)  the  river, 
evidently  with  the  intention  of  I'e-enforcing  the  town,  but  they  retired 
after  a  sharxi  cannonading  with  the  artillery  under  Colonel  Logwood's 
command. 

Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  very  small,  but  as  the  official  rejiorts 
have  not  been  received  it  cannot  now  be  stated  with  accuracy. 

All  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  deserve  honorable  men- 
tion for  the  \evy  creditable  manner  in  which  they  have  borne  tliemselves 
during  the  entire  expedition,  and  I  do  not  desire  to  detract  in  the 
slightest  degree  from  the  honor  due  to  the  others  in  calling  especial  at- 
tention to  tiie  gallant  conduct  of  the  Seventh  Alabama  Cavalry  in  this 
their  first  engagement,  and  to  the  very  efl'ective  servi(;e  rendered  by 
Thrall's  battery  in  setting  fire  to  the  enemy's  boats  and  stores. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  officers  of  my  staff  and  to  Captain  Lawler, 
Seventh  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  Lieut.  1).  F.  Holland,  aide-de-camp  to 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Maury,  who  were  temporarily  on  staff  duty  with  me, 
for  their  efficdeut  services. 

I  am,  major,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  U.  CHALMEllS, 

Brigadier-General. 

Maj.  J.  P.  Strange, 

Assistant  AHjiittint-General,  Forresfs  Cavalry. 
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OCTOBER  17,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Eddyville,  Ky, 
Report  of  Col.  John  I).  Ahey,  Thirteenth  U.  K  Colored  Heavy  Artillery. 

Smithland,  Ky.,  October  20, 1864. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  Louisville  on  the 
loth  instant,  in  order  to  repair  to  Eddyville,  Lyon  Oounty,  Ky.,  in 
obedience  to  S])ecia]  Orders,  No.  21  ii,  ])aragrai)h  III,  from  headcpiarters 
District  of  Kentucky. 

On  my  way  hitherward  1  learned,  through  Col.  H.  T.  Burge,  Forty- 
eighth  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry,  that  the  post  assigned  to  me  was 
taken  by  the  rebel  forces  under  Brigadier-General  Lyon,  and  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  facts  in  the  case  I  proceeded,  from  this  post,  on  the  18th 
instant,  by  the  guii.boat  Brilliant,  No.  18,  to  that  point,  and  there  learned 
the  following  particulars:  That  the  rebels,  under  General  Lyon  (whose 
home  is  in  Eddyville),  with  a  force  variously  estimated  at  from  200  to 
600  men,  came  into  the  vicinity  of  Eddyville  and  attacked,  at  about  5 
a.  m.,  with  about  foity  men,  its  garrison,  stationed,  in  the  county  court- 
house, and  composed,  of  some  twenty  men  of  the  Forty-eighth  Kentucky 
Mounted  Infantry,  commanded,  by  Capt.  H.  M.  Hiett  and  Lieut.  John 
T.  Rushing,  and  eight  officers  of  the  Thirteenth  liegimentU.  S.  Oolored 
Heavy  Artillery  (stationed  there  on  recruiting  service)  and  some 
twenty-seven  of  their  recruits.  After  a  very  short  resistance  (owing,  I 
heard,  to  the  scarcity  of  ammunition)  the  garrison  surrendered,  or 
rather  capitulated,  on  what  conditions  I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain. 
The  officers  of  the  Thirteenth  Artillery  and  the  captain  of  the  Forty- 
eighth  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry  were  then  carried  or  led  oft'b.y  the 
rebels  some  two  miles  from  the  Aillage,  when  the  gun-boat  Silver  Lake, 
No.  2,  came  u]i,  shelled  the  town,  and  took  the  wife  of  General  Lyon 
as  hostage.  Word  having  been  sent  out  to  the  general  of  this  fact,  he 
at  once  paroled  the  oflicers,  l>ut  carried  off  the  colored  recruits.  Two  of 
the  recruits  subsequently  escaped,  one  carrying  or  running  off  two  of 
their  horses.  Cai)tain  Sutherland  (who had  come  there  conti'ary  to  my 
orders)  jumped  through  the  window  of  the  second  story,  dislocated  his 
ankle  in  the  fall,  and  got  shot  in  the  arm  on  reaching  the  ground.  One 
rebel  got  wounded;  since  died.  Having  no  garrison  whatCA'er  to  en- 
force my  authority  as  i)Ost  commander  or  to  ])rotect  myself,  I  felt 
coni])elied  to  return  to  this  j)ost,  where  1  am  now  iiwaitiug  further 
oiders  or  troops  to  gariison  the  post  and  defend  it  against  further 
attacks  from  the  (>nemy.  1  learned  from  reliable  authority  that  Gen- 
eral Lyon  boasted  that  he  expected  Forrest  up  soon  and  intends  to 
make  lidd^-A^ille  his  iiermauent  headcpiarters.  lu  that  case  either  he  or 
I  would  liave  to  leave,  the  place  being  too  small  for  both  of  us.  Slioukl 
you  deem  it  cxi)edicnt  to  hold  tliat  jioint  (wliich,  if  fortified  by  the 
rebels,  might  create  serious  annoyance  to  the  navigation  of  the  Cum- 
berland liiver,  and  would  have  to  be  ri'taken  with  i-onsiderable  loss, 
owing  to  the  i)ecn]iar  topographical  features  of  the  site)  and  intrust  me 
with  its  def(>nse,  i  pledge  myself  (if  supported  on  the  lianks  by  gun- 
boats) to  defend  it  to  the  last  extremity.  To  enable  me  to  accomplish 
this  I  should  ask  alxmt  400  men,  colored  troops,  and  oue  half  battery 
of  artillery.  I  believe  I  could,  in  about  ten  woi-king  days,  so  iutrencli 
the  position  as  to  render  abortiAC  an  attack  of  far  sux)erior  forces. 
I  have  the  houor  to  be,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  D.  ABEY, 
Colonel,  Corndfi.  Thirteenth  Kegt.  U.  8.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  Ewing, 

Commanding  Second  JJivision,  District  of  KentucTcy. 
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OCTOBER  18  and  21,  1864.— Raids  on  the  Nashville  and  Northwestern  Rail- 
road, Tenn. 

Report  of  Lieut.   William  L.  Clark,  Ttvelfth  U.  >S'.  Colored  Infantry, 
Assistant  Inspector  Railroad  Defenses. 

Office  Asst.  iNsrECTOR  liAiLROAD  Defenses, 

Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
Eastern  Section  Nashville  and  N.  W.  Railroad,  ticction  29, 

October  25,  ISill. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  received  yesterday  from  your 
office,  dated  October  22,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  par- 
ticulars of  the  attack  upon  trains  at  section  3G,  Nashville  find  North- 
western liailroad,  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  instant;  also,  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  21st  instant : 

The  track  repairers  at  section  30  Averc  taken  prisoners  by  McNary's 
gang  (variously  estimated  at  frojn  15  to  40  men,  Avhile  some  place  the 
luimber  at  exactly  23)  on  the  night  of  the  17th,  about  12  o'clock,  and 
held  till  late  on  the  following  morning,  a.nd  made  by  McNary  to  draw 
the  spikes  from  a  rail  and  remove  the  fastenings  <at  its  end  so  as  to  be 
loose.  The  gang  then  drew  back  from  observation,  and  in  this  condi- 
tion of  affairs  the  first  a.  m.  train  i)assed  safely  by  them,  except  that  a 
shower  of  bullets  was  poured  in,  which  wounded  a  surgeon,  Hogle, 
Engineer  E.  Andrews,  and  killed  a  boy,  who  was  cook  and  brakeman, 
dead  on  the  bunk,  where  he  happened  to  be  lying.  The  second  a.  m. 
train  came  to  the  loose  rail  and  ran  off;  the  engineer  and  fireman 
were  wounded.  Everybody  was  stripped  of  whatever  money,  watches, 
or  valuables  they  had  which  pleased  the  fancy  of  the  robbers.  The 
locomotive  was  upset  and  slightly  injured  by  cutting  places  with  axes. 
One  box-car  was  burned,  but  their  efforts  to  burn  the  flat-cars  loaded 
with  iron,  which  composed  the  balance  of  the  train,  were  not  su(!cessful, 
and  these  were  slightly  injured.  The  third  train,  lo.ided  with  sawed 
timber  from  Ayres'  saw-mill  at  section  29,  ran  u])  and  was  fired  into. 
All  hands  jumped  off  and  were  robbed,  except  Engineer  W.  H.  Stevens, 
who  ran  the  train  back  to  section  32,  White  Bbiffs,  in  safety.  Mean 
time  the  first  traui,  Civil  Conductor  Charles  White,  arrived  at  Sneed- 
ville,  and  Colonel  Murphy,  who  was  on  board,  had  the  telegrapher,  G. 
W.  Leedon,  send  a  dispatch  to  Lieutenant  Orr,  at  White  Bluff's,  to  come 
on  Avith  his  cavalry.  The  dispatch  was  promptly  obeyed,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Orr  arrived  with  twenty-five  men  tAventy  minutes  after  the  gang 
had  taken  their  departure,  and  pursued  them  a  short  distance  unsuc- 
cessfully, and  his  horses  being  tired  and  inferior  he  returned.  A  wreck- 
ing train  was  dispatched  with  hands  from  Gillem's  Station,  section  51, 
to  clear  the  road,  and  Lieutenant  Cox,  with  a  detachment  of  Company 
B,  One  hundredth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  and  Captain  Frost,  Avith  a 
detachment  from  companies  of  the  Twelfth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry 
from  Sullivan's  Branch,  were  sent  to  section  30,  and  the  road  made 
clear  on  the  following  morning,  19th  instant. 

Again  on  the  21st  instant,  as  the  p.  m.  train  for  Johnson villcAvas 
passing  section  36,  it  Avas  signaled  by  the  section  foreman,  avIiosc  cook 
liad  informed  him  she  had  seen  men  tearing  up  the  track.  Cai)t.  O. 
B.  Simmons,  military  conductor,  had  the  train  stopped,  and  with  his 
large  train  guard  pursued  the  bushwhackers,  whose  numbers  (;ould  not 
be  ascertained,  for  a  considerable  distance,  but  as  they  were  mounted 
the  pursuit  was  unavailing.  Civil  Conductor  Charles  Wliite  fastened 
down  the  rail  and  the  train  passed  on.  AfterAvard  the  gang  returned 
and  burned  the  house  and  commissary  of  the  section  Ibremau,  who  liiy 
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in  tlie  bushes  in  sight.  They  also  burned  nearly  iiU  llie  negro  and 
other  dwellings  along  the  railroad  for  two  miles.  Piles  of  wood  at  sec- 
tions 38  and  39  were  burned,  and  various  estimates  placed  the  loss  in 
wood  at  from  3,000  to  15,000  cords.  The  wood  being  iu  several  ranks 
close  to  the  road  many  ties  were  burned  at  the  ends,  and  the  rails 
warped  by  the  intense  Iieat,  so  that  the  3  o'clock  train  for  Nashville 
could  not  pass.  The  telegraph  operator  at  Sueedville  called  oper- 
ator at  Wiiite  Bluffs,  section  32,  and  while  calling  the  line  was  cut 
before  getting  an  answer.  Capt.  J.  W.  Dickins,  at  Sueedville,  went  to 
the  burning  wood  with  part  of  his  com]iany,  and  arrived  in  time  to 
hear  the  retreating  bushwhackers  laughing  and  talking,  but  Avas  not 
able  at  that  time  (11  o'clock  night)  to  do  anything,  and  returned  to 
Sneedville.  On  the  22d  Military  Conductor  Captain  Van  Skike,  from 
jSTashville,  found  out  the  condition  of  the  road  at  sections  38  and  39, 
and  took  a  detail  up  from  White  Bluffs  and  repaired  the  road  as  soon 
as  i)ossiblc  so  that  trains  ran  through  on  the  23d  of  October. 

I  have  made  no  delay  in  gathering  the  materials  from  authentic 
sources  for  tliis  report,  and  hope  it  may  prove  accreptable. 

WILLIAM  L.  CLAEK, 
First  Lieut,  Twelfth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 

Division  Inspector  Eastern  Section  Nashville  and  Northwestern  R.  B. 

Maj.  Jajmes  E.  Willett, 

First  TJ.  S.  Vet.  Vol.  Fngrs.,  and  Chief  Insp.  Railroad  Defenses. 


OCTOBER  24-31,  1864. — Operations  in  Issaquena  and  Washington  Counties, 
Miss.,  and  skirmish  (2dth)  at  Steele's  Bayou. 

Reports  of  Col.  Fmbury  D.  Osband,  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  com- 
manding expedition. 

Headquakteks  Cavalky  Expedition, 

SkipwitWs  Landing,  October  25,  1864. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  a  small  skirmish  and  1  rebel 
mortally  wounded.  He  states  as  his  "last  will  and  testament"  that  all 
troops  were  ordered  out  of  here  to-morrow,  to  concentrate  at  Oxford, 
Miss.,  to  participate  in  a  combined  attack  upon  Memphis.  I  have 
notified  the  commanding  officer  at  Memphis.  No  rei)ort  from  Major 
Cook.    Will  hear  particulars  in  morning. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  OSBAND, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry  Expedition. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  J.  T.  DANA. 

HnSADQUAltTEKS   CAVALEY    EOECES, 

Viclcsburg,  October  31, 1864. 

Colonel  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  result  of 
the  expedition,  under  my  command,  which  left  here  Monday,  October 
24,  and  returned  to-day  : 

On  the  Mississippi  side  we  drove  the  scouts  out  of  Issaquena  and 
Washington  Counties  (killing  2  of  them),  and  allowed  the  Government 
lessees  to  bring  in  their  cotton,  amounting  during  the  week  to  about 
600  bales.  We  captured  63  bales  and  65  bags  of  cotton,  about  100 
horses  and  mules,  300  sheep,  and  50  head  of  beef-cattle,  besides  arrest- 
ing the  prominent  rebels  through  the  country  to  be  held  as  hostages, 
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On  tlie  Louisiana  side  ^ve  looked  only  foi-  information,  -which  I  have 
had  the  honor  previously  to  report.  I  believe  a  cavalry  force  necessary 
now  upon  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  to  assist  the  gun-boats  in  pre- 
venting a  crossing.  I  also  captured  and  brought  to  this  city  50,000 
feet  of  lumber  and  20,000  brick,  which  I  can  use  to  great  advantage  in 
making  shelter  for  the  men. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  .1).  OSBANl), 
Colonel,  Gommcmdinfj  Cavalry  Forces. 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  H.  Harkis,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


OCTOBEK  26,  1864.— Affair  in  Scott  County,  Va. 
Report  of  Col.  J).  Howard  Hinitli,  Fifth  Kentucky  {Confederate)  Cavalry. 

HEADQtTARTERS   DETACHMENTS, 

Camp,  Many  Sinks,  Scott  County,  Va.,  October  26,  ISOl. 
INFa.tok  :  My  scouts  killed  this  jnorning  the  notorious  Oai)taiu  Burle- 
son, the  leader  and  ])rincipal  man  of  the  gang  of  scoundrels  that  have 
infested  this  county  for  some  time  past.  They  also  captured  3  others ; 
1  of  them,  John  Gardner,  is  a  very  bad  man;  he  was  and  still  is  a  lieu- 
tenant in  Palmer's  company.  Palmer  is  the  worst  man  that  has  been 
in  this  county,  next  to  Burleson.  I  feel  that  half  of  my  labors  are 
finished  in  the  destruction  of  Burleson.  I  haA'^e  sent  to-day  the  prisoners 
to  Bristol  and  turned  them  over  to  the  commandant  of  post,  with  de- 
scriptive lists  of  each.  1  have  instructed  Lieut.  J.  W.  Doncaster, 
second  lieutenant  in  Eowan's  battery,  Johnston's  battalion  of  artillery. 
Army  of  Tennessee,  to  report  to  you  under  arrest.  lie  came  with  a 
s(;out  on  Sunday  last,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  my  camp,  and  robbed 
and  i)lundered  several  houses,  impressed  three  horses  without  authority, 
and  burned  a  house.  He  assumed  the  responsibility  of  these  acts  to  me, 
and  I  thereupon  released  the  other  iiarties  with  a  slight  lecture.  I  have 
heretofore  called  your  attention  to  the  importance  of  punishing  this 
class  of  offenders. 

D.  nOWAKD  SMITH, 

Colonel,  Commandimj. 

Maj.  J.  Stoddahd  Johnston,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


OCTOBER  27,  1864. — Attack  on  Steamer  Belle  Saint  Louis   at  Fort  Ran- 
dolph, Tenn. 

REPOK'jrS. 

No.  1. — Col.  .Jiiiiies  N.  McArtliur,  Fotirt)i  U.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery,  comm.ancling 

post  of  Columbus,  Ky. 
No.  2. — Maj.  ■\Villiara  H.  Jameson,  Paymaster,  II.  S.  Army. 
No.  3. — Col.  Loren  Kent,  Twenty-niutli  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  James  N.  McArthur,  Fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artil- 
lery, commanding  post  of  Columbus,  Ky. 

Headquarters  of  the  Post, 

Columbus,  Ky.,  October  28,  1864. 
General:  The  steamer  Belle  Saint  Louis,  coming  up,  while ntt('m))t- 
jng  to  land  ati'ort  Randolph  at  12  o'clock  last  night,  was  atta.(;k<',(l  by  100 
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men  uncUn-  Col.  Jesse  Forrest.  Major  Beeler,  of  Illinois,  and  Maj. 
D.  C.  Smith,  of  Miuuesotii,  were  killed.  Major  Beeler  killed  a  captain 
and  wounded  and  captured  another.  The  heroic  conduct  of  Colonel 
Kent,  Twenty-ninth  Illinois,  and  officers  on  board,  and  Captain  Zeigler, 
of  the  steamer,  and  his  crew,  saved  the  boat  from  capture.  One  pay- 
master's clerk  was  wounded,  also  2  of  the  boat's  crew.  The  Abounded 
prisoner  reports  that  Chalmers  was  at  or  near  Jackson,  Tenn.,  and  that 
Jesse  Forrest's  command  ai'e  iiankers  of  the  main  force,  and  that 
Chalmers  intends  coming  into  Kentucky. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  N.  McAKTHUli, 
Col.  Fourth  U.  iS'.  Colored  A  rtiUery  (Heavy),  Commanding  Post. 
Brig.  Gen.  Moiigan  L.  Smith, 

CommanduKj  JMstrict  of  Memjihis,  Memphis^  Tenn. 


^i).  2. 

Report  of  Maj.  William.  B.  ilamenon,  raymaster,   U.  S.  Army. 

Saint  Louis,  October  29,  1804. 
Sir:  I  would  respectfully  report  that  having  completed  the  payment 
of  the  troops  in  and  around  Memphis,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I 
left  Memphis  with  the  paymasters  ordered  to  report  to  me,  viz,  Majors 
Whiting,  Dickson,  Beeler,  Smith,  and  Patrick,  on  the  steamer  Belle  of 
Saint  Louis,  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  instant,  on  our  Avay  to  Saint  Louis. 
About  midnight  the  boat  lauded  at  Eandolph,  Tenn.,  sixty  miles  above 
Memphis,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  on  some  cotton.  As  soon  as  the 
staging  had  been  run  out  and  the  deck-hands  went  on  shore,  the  cap- 
tain discovered  a  large  number  of  armed  guerrillas  rushing  toward  the 
boat  and  immediately  gave  orders  for  the  boat  to  be  backed  out  from 
the  baidc,  but  before  that  could  be  accomplished  eight  or  ten  of  the 
rebels  succeeded  in  getting  on  board  and  a  large  number  of  rebels  on 
shore  commenced  tiring  Avith  musketry  on  the  boat.  The  rebels  who 
succeeded  in  getting  on  board  immediately  stationed  a  guard  of  three 
men  over  each  of  the  two  engineers  who  were  working  tlie  engine  and 
ordered  them  to  immediately  land  the  boat  again,  threatening  them 
with  instant  death  if  they  refused  to  do  so.  Two  or  three  others  at  the 
same  time  rushed  up  to  the  cabin  and  in  a  loud  tone  demanded  those  in 
(;harge  to  land  the  boat,  and  commenced  robbing  some  of  theiiassengers 
of  their  ijocket-books  and  money;  just  at  this  point,  as  the  boat  Avas 
again  approaching  the  landing,  and  Ave  all  felt  that  the  boat  and  all  on 
board  Avere  surrendered  to  the  tender  mercies  of  Jesse  Forrest  (who  aa^s 
said  to  be  in  command)  and  his  rebel  force,  Majs.  A.  Beeler  and  13.  C. 
Smith,  paymasters,  and  mondjers  of  our  corps,  took  their  revolvers  and 
boldly  approached  the  two  r<>l)els  avIio  Avcre  at  the  cabiu  doors.  As  they 
approached  one  of  the  rebels  shot  Major  Smith,  mortally  wounding 
him.  Major  Beeler  immediately  shot  tin?  man  Avho  fired  upon  Major 
Smith,  and,  mortally  wounding  him,  he  then  turned  his  attention  to  the 
other  rebel.  They  l)oth  fired  simultaneously,  the  rebel  falling  dead  and 
Major  Beeler  mortally  wounded.  The  rebels  for  a  moment  quailed,  and, 
just  as  the  bow  of  the  boat  nenred  the  shore  a  second  time,  the  engi- 
neers commenced  backing  the  boat  with  all  the  power  of  the  engine,  the 
rebels  on  board  jumping  oA'crboard,  and  amid  volleys  of  musketry  fired 
upon  the  boat,  we  Avero  soon  ba,ckeO  put  of  range  to  a  place  of  safety, 
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All  on  board  the  boat  acknowledge  that  the  gallant  acts  of  Majors  Beeler 
and  Smith  were  the  means  of  saving  the  boat  and  probably  the  lives  of 
all  on  board.  We  all  felt  that  they  had  lost  their  own  lives  in  their 
successful  efforts  to  save  ours,  and  also  to  preserve  the  Government 
property  on  board,  and  we  shall  always  hold  them  in  affectionate  re- 
membrance and  mourn  the  loss  of  two  such  efficient  and  gallant  officers 
from  our  corps.  Mr.  L.  F.  McGowan,  clerk  to  Major  Dickson,  was  also 
seriously  wounded,  his  left  arm  having  been  broken  by  a  musket-ball, 
which  also  passed  through  the  fleshy  part  of  his  breast. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  JAMESON, 
I'aymaster,   U.  8.  Army. 
Adjutant-Geneeal  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington^  I).  C. 


No.  3. 
Report  of  Col.  Lorcn  Kent,  Twenty-ninth  lUinoin  Infantry. 

Cairo,  III.,  October  30, 1864. 

Sir:  As  the  senior  officer  on  board,  under  orders  from  headquarters 
District  of  West  Tennessee,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as 
a  report  of  the  trip  of  the  steamer  Belle  Saint  Louis,  from  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  to  this  place: 

We  left  Memphis  at  or  about  C  p.  ni.  of  the  27th  instant  with  a  large 
number  of  passengers,  including  several  officers  and  about  fifty  dis- 
charged and  furloughed  soldiers.  Of  this  number  six  were  paymasters 
returning  to  Saint  Louis  from  payment  of  troops  in  the  field.  They  had 
with  them,  I  was  informed  by  one  of  the  corps,  about  $40,000.  The 
steamer  reached  Eandolph,  Tenn.,  about  12  o'clock  of  same  night,  landed, 
and  proceeded  to  take  on  board  eight  bales  of  cotton  under  permit  of 
the  military  authorities  at  Memphis,  the  port  from  which  the  boat  was 
cleared.  The  cotton  belonged  to  one  Harris,  who  Avas  the  first  to  leave 
the  boat.  He  appeared  to  hasten  at  once  to  the  top  of  the  bank  and 
immediately  a  party  of  armed  rebels,  numbering,  I  should  think,  at 
least  fifty,  rushed  toward  the  boat,  discharging  their  arms,  and  at- 
tempted to  get  on.  Only  six  of  them  succeeded,  as  Capt.  Alexander 
Zeigler,  master,  as  soon  as  they  were  discovered,  ordered  that  the 
steamer  be  backed  into  the  stream,  which  was  done,  leaving  the  second 
clerk,  Mr.  George  Atherton,  and  crew  ashore.  The  rebels  on  board  en- 
tered the  engine-room  at  once,  ordered  the  engine  to  be  reversed,  and 
the  boat  run  to  the  landing.  By  their  knowledge  of  their  duties  and  their 
coolness  they  succeeded  in  only  complying  with  part  of  their  orders, 
and  kept  the  boat  at  a  sufficient  distance  from  the  shore  to  prevent 
others  from  getting  on  board.  Defeated  in  tlieir  effort'  tliese  rebels 
then  attempted  to  reach  the  pilot  and  compel  hini  to  execute  the  orders 
they  had  given  the  engineers.  By  tlus  time  the  passengers  had  not 
only  become  thoroughly  aroused,  but  most  thoroughly  i)anic-stricken. 
The  ai)pearance  of  the  rebels  in  the  cabin  and  their  orders  to  surrender 
gave  rise  on  the  part  of  many  to  the  belief  that  we  were  then  past  re- 
lief. The  only  arms  on  board  were  pistols  in  possession  of  officers,  and 
in  n\any  cases  tliese  were  either  Avith  their  baggage  in  the  party's 
room  or  in  unserviceable  condition.  My  first  effort  upon  observing  the 
critical  condition  of  affairs  Avas  to  see  that  orders  were  given  not  to 
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land  the  steamer  under  any  circumstances,  knowing  that  under  way 
these  rebels  on  board  could  be  easily  disposed  of  by  superior  numbers. 
Majors  Smith  and  Beeler,  paymasters,  with  their  pistols,  advanced  to 
the  forward  part  of  the  boat  just  as  the  men  before  mentioned  were 
ascending  to  seize  the  pilot.  Shots  were  at  once  exchanged  and  Major 
Smith  severely  wounded,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  died  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  succeeding  day.  Major  Beeler  received  a  severe  wound  in 
the  breast,  but  continued  to  fight  until  he  had  killed  one  and  mortally 
wounded  another.  He  then  was  able  to  return  to  the  cabin  and  lingered 
until  about  noon  of  the  succeeding  day.  The  rebels  then  observing 
their  failure  to  capture  the  boat  and  being  aware  of  their  own  danger, 
escaped  by  jumping  overboard.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  succeeded 
in  reaching  the  shore  or  not.  Mr.  L.  F.  McGowan,  paymaster's  clerk, 
one  of  the  engineers  sick  in  his  berth,  and  a  negro  were  severely,  though 
not  fatally,  wounded.  Majors  Smith  and  Beeler  deserve  great  praise 
for  their  bravery  and  presence  of  mind.  Both  had  previously  served 
in  the  line  of  the  army  with  commendable  distinction. 

The  pilots,  S.  A.  McPheeters,  Lewis  Moan,  and  assistant  Charles 
Zeigler  stood  by  the  wheel  and  never  flinched,  though  shots  were  re- 
peatedly discharged  at  them.  John  McBride,  engineer,  and  John 
Dorris  and  George  Beebe,  assistants,  never  left  their  posts,  even  while 
their  lives  were  threatened.  To  all  the  ofScers  of  the  boat,  and  these 
in  particular,  especial  credit  is  due  for  a  display  of  coolness  and  bravery 
which  saved  the  boat  and  passengers  from  capture.  Permit  me  to  say 
that  no  suspicion  of  collusion  with  the  rebels,  who  were  a  portion  of 
Forrest's  command,  rests  upon  Captain  Zeigler  or  any  officers  of  the 
steamer.  The  permit  for  the  boat  to  land  was  seen  by  the  Government 
aide  on  board,  Mr.  Peterson,  who  also  gave  his  consent  to  have  the 
cotton  taken  on  board.  With  the  exception  of  Mr.  Harris,  who  was 
left  with  the  rebels,  all  are  exonerated  from  blame. 

The  steamer  arrived  at  Cairo  on  last  evening  without  further  molesta- 
tion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  KENT, 

Colonel. 

Col.   E.  D.   TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


OCTOBER  29,  1864.— Attack  on  Vanceburg,  Ky. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Lewis  M.  Clark,  Forty-fifth  Kentucky  Infantry. 

Vancebtjrg,  Ky.,  October  31, 1864. 
Geneeal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th  instant  Col.  John  P.  Williams,  of  the  rebel  army,  with  forty  men, 
attacked  Vanceburg  about  4  a.  m.  I  collected  what  citizens  could  be 
found,  and  met  them  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  town.  We  had  a  con- 
siderable skirmish  with  them  and  completely  routed  them  and  drove 
them  twenty  miles.  They  made  better  time  than  we,  taking  all  the 
best  horses  on  the  route.  The  last  heard  from  them  they  were  on 
Pox  Creek,  in  Fleming  County,  Captain  Underwood,  of  the  Carter 
County  liome  guards,  in  close  pursuit.  These  men  say  that  they  intend 
that  this  (Lewis)  county  shall  vote  for  McOlellan.    The  citizens  are  much 
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frightened,  and  think  they  will  return  at  or  about  the  time  of  the  election. 
This  is  a  loyal  county — has  sent  over  900  men  into  the  army  of  the  Union, 
and  will  give  Lincoln  a  large  majority  in  November.  We  have  neither 
arms  nor  ammunition.  If  it  is  possible  for  you  to  send  me  some  arms 
and  ammunition  I  will  place  them  in  the  hands  of  good  men.  By  so 
doing,  I  think  we  will  be  able  to  protect  ourselves.  This  must  be  done 
soon  to  enable  us  to  accomplish  anything.  There  was  a  large  amount  of 
shotguns,  muskets,  and  powder  captured  and  turned  over  to  the  bri- 
gade ordnance  ofl&cer  of  the  Second  Brigade.  Please  send  us  the  arms 
or  send  us  men  to  protect  the  polls. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  CLARK, 
Idevienant- Colonel  Forty-fifth  Kentucky  and  Recruiting  Officer. 
Major-General  Btjrbridge, 

Commanding  District  of  Kentucky,  Lexington,  Ky. 


OCTOBEE  29,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Nonconnah  Creek,  Tenn. 
Report  of  Capt.  Joseph  W.  Skelton,  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry, 

Camp  Howard,  October  30, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  being  ordered  to  take  com- 
mand of  twenty -four  men  and  patrol  the  Pigeon  Eoost  road  as  far  as 
the  Nonconnah  Creek,  I  left  camp  (pursuant  to  orders  issued  from 
your  headquarters)  at  4  a.  m.  yesterday,  and  proceeded  toward  the 
creek,  having  one-third  of  my  command  under  the  charge  of  a 
reliable  sergeant  in  advance  as  an  advance  guard,  with  orders  to  send 
two  men  in  the  advance  of  him  as  his  advance  guard,  and  four  men 
under  the  command  of  a  non-commissioned  officer  as  rear  guard,  one 
man  well  out  on  each  flank  as  flankers.  When  within  200  yards  of  the 
creek,  two  men  from  the  advance  having  crossed  to  the  opposite  side, 
I  was  fired  upon  from  my  right  by  the  enemy,  concealed  in  the  briers 
and  cane  not  more  than  five  paces  from  the  road,  and  they  were  so  effec- 
tually concealed  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  or  the  right  flanker  to 
see  them,  having  left  their  horses  on  the  south  side  of  the  creek.  At 
the  same  time  I  was  fired  upon,  my  entire  advance  guard  was  cut  off 
from  me  and  captured;  my  rear  guard  was  routed  at  the  first  fire.  I 
ordered  a  charge,  but  soon  discovered  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
charge  on  horseback,  and  to  dismount  would  insure  the  capture  of 
the  whole  command.  I  then  retreated  across  the  high  embankment 
on  my  left  and  halted.  A  part  of  my  men  could  not  get  their  horses 
over  the  embankment,  but  dashed  back  up  the  road  through  the 
enemy  that  were  dismounted.  I  then  discovered  about  ten  horsemen 
ride  out  into  the  road  in  my  rear,  and  charge  my  retreating  men.  The 
above-named  horsemen  were  posted  about  200  yards  down  the  creek. 
My  loss  is  1  mortally  wounded,  1  severely  wounded  in  arm,  and  10  men 
missing. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  W.  SKELTON, 
Captain  Company  F,  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry. 

Col.  Joseph  Karg^, 

Comdg.  First  Brigade,  Second  Division  of  Cavalry. 
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NOVEMBER  1,  1864.— Skirmishes  at  Union  Station,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Col.  John  W.  Noble,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  commariding  bri- 
gade. 

Hbqes.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Cavaley  Cokps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  November  3, 186-1. 

Sir:  In  compliance  Avith  your  instructions  I  have  to  report  in  regard 
to  the  aflairs  of  the  1st  instant,  in  whicli  the  Tenth  Missouri  Cavahy 
met  with  a  considerable  loss,  that  on  that  day  the  patrol,  required  by 
special  instructions,  was  detailed  from  said  regiment  and  consisted  of 
forty  men  and  two  commissioned  officers.  The  officers  were  Lieuten- 
ant Norman  and  Lieut.  Miles  Reilly.  Having  crossed  Wolf  Eiver  the 
patrol  drove  three  scouts  of  the  enemy  to  Union  Depot  and  beyond, 
arriving  at  the  depot  between  J)  and  10  o'clock.  At  this  point  Lieuten- 
ant Norman,  being  unable  to  learn  anything  of  the  enemy  in  force,  took 
fifteen  men  and  proceeded  to  patrol  toward  Soiriervillc,  leaving t^Neuty- 
five  men  at  Union  Depot  under  Lieutenant  lleilly,  who  was  particularly 
cautioned  to  be  on  the  alert,  and  not  allow  himself  to,  be  surprised. 
After  Lieutenant  Norman  had  been  gone  some  time  (it  was  about  11.30 
o'clock)  a  band  or  company  of  rebels  suddenly  api)eared  on  Lieutenant 
Eeilly's  right  flank  as  he  was  in  line,  and  charging  upon  him  with  shots 
and  yells  put  him  to  flight.  There  were  not  over  fifty  or  sixty  rebels, 
according  to  the  best  information  I  can  get,  and  there  was  no  cause  for 
Lieutenant  Reilly  leaving  his  post.  His  men  have  heretofore  i)roved 
themselves  brave  soldiers,  and  they  were  well  armed  and  in  line.  Their 
officer  fled  and  carried  his  men  Avith  him.  The  rebels  pursued  and  cap- 
tured the  most  of  this  party.  At  once  investing  themselves  in  the 
clothing  of  the  men  captured,  the  enemy  turned  in  pursuit  of  Lieuteji- 
ant  Norman  and  his  party.  The  lieutenant  returning  was  warned  of 
the  fact  that  Lieutenant  Eeilly  had  left  Union  Station,  and  the  rebels 
were  there.  He  left  the  main  road  with  the  intention  of  crossing  at  an 
upi)er  ford  of  Wolf  Eiver,  but  had  gone  but  a  little  way  when  the  rebels 
came  in  sight,  but  being  in  our  iiniform,  our  party  retained  its  iire. 
The  enemy  charged,  and  although  some  shots  were  given  in  return,  it 
Avas  not  until  Lieutenant  Norman  had  reached  the  adjoining  woods  that 
he  was  able  to  make  any  resistance.  At  this  point  he  dismounted  liis 
men  and  did  the  best  he  could  to  hold  his  ground,  but  the  enemy  now 
numbering  betAveen  80  and  100,  the  lieutenant  retreated  and  succeeded  in 
getting  oft"  some  of  his  men,  but  very  fcAv  of  his  horses,  &c.  The  alarm 
reached  me  at  camp  about  1  o'clock,  and  taking  with  me  seventy -five  men 
of  the  Tenth  Missouri,  I  Aven  t  at  once  to  the  scene  of  the  skirmish,  order- 
ing seventy-five  more  to  follow  from  the  Fourth  Iowa.  I  picked  up  a 
number  of  stragglers  and  some  horses,  but  coiild  find  nothing  of  the 
enemy,  who  had  fled  with  his  prisoners  several  hours  before,  moving 
toward  La  Grange.  After  crossing  over  the  (jountry  to  the  La  Grange 
road,  as  night  was  setting  in  and  I  deemed  further  pursuit  hopeless,  I 
returned. 

I  inclose  a  statement  of  the  losses  in  detail. 

Lieutenant  Norman  did  all  he  could,  but  there  is  no  question  but  that 
had  Lieutenant  Reilly  held  his  ground  he  could  have  soon  overcome 
the  small  force  assailing  him.    Lieutenant  Eeilly  is  a  prisoner. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei'vant, 

JOHN  W.  NOBLE, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Col.  J.  Kaeg:^, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 
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[Inclosurc] 

Report  of  casualties  in  Tenth  Regiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers, 
November  1, 18C4:  One  commissioned  ofBcer,  1  sergeant,  1  corporal,  23 
privates  captured ;  4  privates  wounded;  1  private  kiUed;  32  Spencer 
carbines  lost  or  captured;  10  Colt  army  revolvers;  38  horses  and 
horse  equipments. 

F,  E.  NEET, 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 


NOVEMBEE  4-17, 1864. — Breckinridge's  advance  into  East  Teimessee. 
stjm:m:ary  ob^  the  frincifa-l  events. 

Nov.         11, 1864.— Skirmish  at  Russe]lville. 
11-13, 1864.— Action  at  Bull's  Gap. 
«    14, 1864. — Action  near  Russellville. 
16-17, 1864. — Skirmishes  at  Strawberry  Plains. 
17, 18&1.— Skirmish  at  Flat  Creek. 

REPOKTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  XJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  th» 

Cumherland. 
No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  Jacob  Ammen,  U.  S.  Army. 
No.  3.— Brig.  Gen.  Alvan  C.  Gillem,  U.  S.  Army. 
No.  4. — Maj.  Gen.  John  C.  Breckinridge,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of 

Western  Virginia  and  East  Teimessee. 
No.  5. — Brig.  Gen.  John  C.  Vanghn,  C.  S.  Army. 
No.  6.— Brig.  Gen.  Basil  W.  Duke,  C.  S.  Army. 
No.  7. — Col.  .John  B.  Palmer,  Fifty-eighth  North  Carolina  Infantry,  commanding 

Forces  of  Western  North  Carolina. 
No.  8. — M.aj.  Sanmel  Tool,  Third  Tennessee  Infantry,  Provisional  Army  (mounted). 

No.  1. 

Bepm-t  of  Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,   U.  S.  Army,  commanding  De- 
partment of  tlie  Cumberland. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  November  16, 1864 — 10  p.  m. 

(Received  11  p.  m.) 

I  forward  the  following  telegraphic  report  of  General  Gillem  to  Gov- 
ernor Johnson,  received  to-day : 

Knoxville,  Tenx.,  November  15,  1SG4. 
Regret  to  inform  yon  my  command  has  met  a  terrible  reverse.  On  the  night  of  the 
9th  moved  from  Groeueville  to  Bull's  Gap ;  11th,  the  enemy  attacked  me  and  was  re- 
})nlsed ;  12th,  at  dayliglit  ass.ault  was  renewed,  Breckinridge  leading  storming  party. 
Their  attack  was  most  handsomely  repulsed  by  the  Eighth  and  Thirteenth  Tennessee 
Cavalry.  They  left  5  officers  and  24  men  dea<l  in  and  near  our  works.  At  the  same 
time  our  rear  was  attacked  by  General  Vanghn,  who  was  also  repulsed  by  the  Ninth 
Teimessee  Cavalry  and  driven  off.  On  the  13th  the  enemy  renewed  attack,  but 
not  with  Bnch  vigor.  From  our  position  we  could  see  their  infantry  arriving,  and,  as 
my  command  hadbeeu  living  four  days  without  bread,  horses  starving,  andammnni- 
tiou  exhausted,  I  determined  to  evacuate  the  gap  on  the  night  of  the  13tli,  and  was 
not  interfered  with  until  the  greater  part  of  my  command,  artillery,  and  trains  had 
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passed  Russellville,  when  the  rear  was  attacked  and  men  became  panic-stricken. 
All  efforts  of  myself  and  their  ofiScerB  to  rally  them  was  fruitless.  They  ran  over  every- 
thing. The  enemy,  who  bad  not  attacked  vigorously  at  first,  then  charged  and  broke 
through  our  lines,  capturing  artillery  and  trains.  Do  not  think  we  had  20  killed. 
I  passed  over  the  grounds  in  the  enemy's  rear.  Did  not  see  a  dead  Federal  soldier ; 
but,  in  horses,  arms,  and  equipments,  have  lost  heavily.  Two  hundred  men  will 
cover  our  loss.  This  command  has  heretofore  fought  gallantly.  Had  it  not  become 
panic-stricken  could  have  easily  repulsed  the  enemy  and  kept  them  back.  I  re- 
niaiued  in  our  rear.  Did  not  reach  here  until  last  night.  Will  reorganize  command 
and  await  your  orders;  and,  if  you  are  willing  to  trust  me,  try  them  again.  Had 
assistance  been  extended  when  asked  for  from  the  commander  at  Knoxvifle  this  dis- 
aster would  not  have  occurred.  But  my  men  were  allowed  to  starve  while  store- 
houses were  full  and  a  railroad  running  to  Kussellville. 

ALVAN   C.  GILLEM, 

Brigadier-General. 

General  Ammen  reported  he  had  sent  re-enforcements  to  Gillem,  and 
that  they  were  in  the  fight  at  Morristown.  I  attribute  disaster  to  want 
of  co-operation,  and  in  Gillem  not  considering  himself  subject  to  General 
Ammen's  orders,  GiUem's  command  being  the  Governor's  Guard.  Gen- 
eral Hatch  reports  to-day  that  the  movement  of  the  enemy  yesterday 
on  the  Waynesborough  road  was  but  a  reconnaissance  in  for"ce. 
Prisoner  he  captured  confirms  report,  previously  forwarded,  that  only 
one  corps  is  yet  across  the  Tennessee. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major- General. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Jacob  Ammen,  TJ.  8.  Army. 

Knoxville,  November  14, 1864. 
General  Gillem  was  routed  last  night  near  Morristown,  his  cavalry 
running  over  the  infantry  I  sent  to  support  him,  which,  I  fear,  is  cap- 
tured.   Breckinridge  is  said  to  be  in  command  of  2,000  to  8,000 — not 
reliable. 

J.  AMMEN, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 

Major-General  Stoneman. 


Knoxville,  November  16, 1864. 
Squads  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  are  passing  round  this  place,  possibly 
with  the  intention  of  cutting  our  communication.    It  is  reported  that 
the  enemy  are  5,000  strong.    Should  they  cut  our  communications; 
would  be  glad  of  your  assistance. 

J.  AMMEN, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 

General  Steedman, 

Chattanooga. 
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Knoxville,  November  16,  1864. 
The  enemy  is  reported  crossing  the  Holston,  seven  miles  above  Straw- 
berry Plains,  with  large  force ;  number  not  known.    Will  you  send  me 
assistance  if  I  need  it? 

J.  AMMEN, 
Brigadier-  General. 
Major-General  Steedman. 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  November  16,  1864. 
About  1,000  of  the  enemy  are  on  the  hills  opposite  Strawberry  Plains. 
A  strong  force  is  crossing  the  river  seven  miles  above  the  Plains ;  num- 
bers unknown.    Shall  defend  the  bridge  if  possible ;  if  not,  shall  with- 
draw my  forces  to  this  place. 

J.  AMMEN, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 
Major-General  Stoneman, 

Louisville,  Ky. 

Knoxville,  November  17, 1864. 
The  garrison  at  Strawberry  Plains  has  not  retreated,  but  the  enemy 
is  between  us  and  them,  reported  in  strong  force.  Skirmished  with 
them  this  evening  near  Flat  Creek,  four  miles  this  side  of  the  Plains, 
our  force  finally  retiring.  Many  rumors  of  large  force  coming  from 
Virginia — ^nothing  reliable. 

J.  AMMEN, 
^  Brigadier-General. 
Lieut.  Col.  G.  M.  Bascom, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Louisville. 

(Same  to  General  Steedman.) 

Knoxville,  November  18, 1864. 
All  quiet  at  Strawberry  Plains  to- day.    Enemy  have  withdrawn  from 
immediate  front. 

J.  AMMEN, 
Brigadier- General. 
Major-General  Stoneman. 

Knoxville,  November  18, 1864 — 12  m. 
Yesterday  at  sunrise  the  enemy  attacked  Strawberry  Plains  with  four 
pieces  of  artillery  placed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  supported 
by  infantry  force  estimated  at  1,000.  A  cavalry  force,  supposed  to  be 
1,100,  attacked  on  this  side,  withdrew  in  the  evening,  most  of  them  cross- 
ing the  river,  but  made  no  impression  on  the  garrison ;  casualties,  2 
wounded.  It  is  not  thought  that  the  whole  force  was  seen  to-day.  A 
large  force  started  for  the  Plains  from  this  place  last  night.  Re-enforce- 
ments reached  here  from  Chattanooga,  detachments  of  different  corps. 
All  quiet  to-day.  Rumors  that  parties  are  crossing  the  French  Broad 
and  moving  west.    Scouts  do  not  confirm  the  rumors. 

J.  AMMEN, 
Brigadier-  General. 
Major-General  Thomas. 
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No.  3. 

Beport  of  Brig.  Gen.  Alvan  G.  Gillem,  U.  8.  Army. 

Headqxjakters  Brigade,  Governor's  Guard, 

Camp  at  Love's  Station,  Novmnber  16, 1864. 

GovEftNOR :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Governor's  Guard  from  the  9th  to  the  16th  of  Novem- 
ber: ^ 

On  the  8th  of  November  I  was  at  Henderson's  Depot  with  my  com- 
mand and  sent  the  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry  to  Greeneville  to  insure 
quiet  and  give  confidence  to  the  people  to  attend  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion. On  the  evening  of  the  8th  I  learned  that  Major-General  Breck- 
inridge, commanding  the  Department  (rebel)  of  Western  Virginia  and 
Bast  Tennessee,  was  at  Carter's  Dei)Ot,  and  was  advancing  with  a 
force  much  superior  to  mine;  that  he  had  avowed  liis  intention  of  re- 
covering the  territory  lost  by  General  Vaughn.  On  the  9th  I  sent  out 
a  battalion  of  the  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry  on  the  Jonesborough 
road,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ingerton,  as  far  as  Limestone  Depot,  and 
one  battalion  of  the  Eighth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Brown,  up  the  river  road  as  far  as  Broylesville,  and  with  the  remainder 
of  my  command  fell  back  to  Greeneville.  I  then  telegraphed  Your 
Excellency  that  General  Breckinridge  was  advancing;  that  I  had  fallen 
back  to  Greeneville;  that  the  enemy  would  advance  by  the  main  road 
and  also  by  the  river  road,  and  that  in  all  probability  I  would  be  com- 
pelled to  fall  back  to  Bull's  Gap.  At  the  same  time  I  telegraphed 
General  Amnien  all  I  knew  of  the  enemy's  movements,  and  asking  him 
to  assist  me.  Between  8  and  9  ji.  ni.  of  the  9th  Colonels  Brown  and 
Ingerton  came  in  from  tiieir  scouts  and  brought  information  that  the 
enemy  were  advancing  by  the  Jonesborough  and  river  roads,  and  that 
they  were  at  Leesburg  at  1  p.  m.  of  that  day,  and  from  prisoners  cap- 
tured from  them  I  learned  that  it  was  their  intention  to  attack  me  at 
Henderson's  Depot  at  daylight  the  next  morning.  They  were  not  aware 
that  I  had  moved  from  that  ijosition.  Knowing  that  they  would  follow 
me  so  soon  as  they  learned  that  1  had  left  Henderson's,  and  the  posi- 
tion at  Greeneville  being  unfavorable  for  defense  against  superior  num- 
bers, I  evacuated  that  place  at  IC  p.  m.  of  the  9th  and  moved  to 
Bull's  Gap,  where  I  arrived  at  7  a.  m.  of  the  10th  and  posted  my  troops 
with  a  view  to  defense  both  from  front  and  rear.  During  the  10th  I 
strengthened  my  position  as  much  as  possible  with  the  few  axes  at  my 
disposal.  During  the  day  I  learned  that  Vaughn's  force  had  passed 
around  by  way  of  Warrensbnrg  to  attack  me  in  rear  whilst  Breckin- 
ridge attacked  me  in  front.  This  intelligence  I  telegi'aphed  General 
Ammen  and  appealed  to  him  to  assist  me  in  saving  the  railroad  to 
Knoxville.  At  the  same  time  I  telegraphed  Doctor  Brownlow  to  use  his 
influence  with  General  Ammen  to  induce  him  to  assist  me.  I  am  in- 
formed by  Col.  E.  R.  Butler,  who  was  ijresent  at  the  interview  between 
Doctor  Brownlow  and  General  Ammen,  that  the  general  told  them  that 
he  knew  how  many  were  advancing  against  me,  and  that  there  were 
just  1,200,  and  that  I  should  be  able  to  whip  them,  and  dechned  fur- 
nishing any  aid  under  the  circumstances. 

I  was  not  op  all  surprised  when  the  enemy  attacked  me  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  10th  [11th].  If  at  all  surprised  it  was  at  not  being  attacked 
in  the  rear,  as  well  as  front.  The  attack  of  the  enemy  was  handsomely 
repulsed  by  11  a.  m.,  and  though  the  artillery  firing  continued  during 
the  day  the  assault  was  not  renewed.    That  night  our  troops  lay  upon 
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their  arms,  and  at  4  a.  m.  on  tlie  12tli  I  liad  them  in  line  of  battle,  and 
just  as  day  dawned  the  enemy  opened  on  my  position  with  six  pieces 
of  artillery.  At  that  moment  I  happened  to  be  in  our  principal  bat- 
tery, and  suspecting  that  their  artillery  fire  was  intended  as  a  feint,  I 
directed  our  artillery  to  remain  quiet.  We  were  not  kept  long  in  doubt 
as  to  the  point  of  the  main  attack.  About  C  a.  m.  our  picket  on  the 
extreme  left  was  attacked.  I  immediately  concluded  that  the  enemy 
were  endeavoring  to  turn  our  extreme  left  and  get  in  rear  of  the  battery. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ingerton,  of  the  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  was 
ordered  to  hold  the  left  of  one  ridge  and  Major  Deakius,  with  six  com- 
panies Eighth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  the  other  left  of  the  ridge  on  which 
the  battery  was  placed.  As  the  enemy  continued  to  mass  on  our  left 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown  and  Colonel  Miller  were  ordered  to  that 
point  with  one  piece  of  Patterson's  battery.  The  enemy,  led  by  Gen- 
erals Breckinridge  and  Duke,  assaulted  with  great  fury,  many  of  them 
actually  entering  the  rude  works  behind  which  our  troops  were  posted, 
but  every  man  knew  that  if  these  hills  were  taken  all  was  lost,  fought 
with  desperation,  and  iinally  repulsed  the  enemy,  who  left  27  dead  and 
many  wounded  iu  front  of  our  lines.  Some  of  their  dead  were  inside 
of  our  breast-works.  Whilst  this  assault  was  being  made  a  strong 
force  advanced  against  our  front,  evidently  to  prevent  our  weakening 
that  point  by  sending  re-enforcements  to  our  left.  At  the  same  time 
General  Vaughn  made  an  attack  in  our  rear  on  the  Knoxville  road. 
This  attack  was  handsomely  repulsed  by  Colonel  Parsons  with  Ninth 
Tennessee  Cavalry,  the  enemy  leaving  1  captain  and  8  privates  dead 
on  the  field.  Although  skirmishing  and  artillery  iiring  continued 
during  the  day,  the  enemy  did  not  again  renew  the  assault.  During 
the  entire  day  I  had  been  anxiously  expecting  the  arrival  of  a  train  at 
Eussellville  with  bread,  my  men  having  had  none  for  two  days.  I  dis- 
patched messengers  to  General  Ammen  urging  him  to  send  me  ammu- 
nition and  bread,  and  if  possible  re-enforcements. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  firing  began  along  the  entire 
front,  but  the  day  wore  away  without  an  assault.  My  ammunition,  both 
for  artillery  and  small-arms,  was  almost  exhausted,  and  orders  were 
given  not  to  throw  away  a  single  shot.  The  forage  iu  the  vicinity 
having  been  exhausted,  the  horses  were  failing  fast,  as  we  were  unable 
to  forage  except  at  night.  Tlie  men  having  fought  for  four  days  with- 
out bread  or  salt,  and  as  I  could  see  re-enforcements  of  infantry  arriving 
in  the  enemy's  camp,  I  determined  to  evacuate  the  gap  on  the  night  of 
the  13th,  but  still  lioping  that  ammunition  and  bread  might  arrive  I 
sent  down  beyond  Eussellville  to  ascertain.  The  messenger  returned  at 
7  p.  m.,  not  having  heard  of  any  train.  The  moon  shone  brightly,  and 
at  8  p.  m.  my  forces  moved  out  in  the  following  order :  Two  companies  of 
the  Mnth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  under  Major  Hornsby ;  the  train,  followed 
by  the  remainder  of  the  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  under  Colonel  Parsons ; 
the  artillery;  two  battalions  of  the  Eighth  Tennessee  Cavalry  bringing 
up  the  rear,  under  Colonel  Patton.  Col.  John  K.  Miller,  with  the  Tliir- 
teenth  Tennessee  Cavalry  and  one  battalion  of  the  Eighth,  was  left  in 
our  position  at  the  gap  to  prevent  the  enemy  obtaining  a  knowledge  of 
our  movements  until  the  train  should  be  well  on  its  way.  Colonel  Miller 
had  orders  to  move  at  10.30  p.  ni.,  and  act  as  a  rear  guard.  When  the 
advance  of  our  column  had  moved  out  about  four  miles  and  the  head  of 
the  train  near  Whitesburg,  I  learned  that  the  rebels  in  strong  force 
were  moving  on  the  Arnett  road,  which  runs  almost  parallel  and  in 
about  two  miles  distant  from  the  road  on  which  I  was  marching.  I 
was  confident  that  the  rebel  commander  was  ignorant  of  the  real 
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character  of  my  movement.  1  therefore  ordered  my  traiu  and  artillery, 
which  for  want  of  ammuaition  was  reduced  to  mere  carriages,  to  turn 
off  to  the  right  at  Whitesburg  and  cross  the  Holston  River  at  Cobb's 
Ford,  four  miles  distant,  intending  to  move  with  all  my  force  to  Russell- 
ville,  where  the  rebels  would  probably  strike  the  main  road,  and  attack 
and  hold  them  in  check  whilst  my  train  crossed  the  river;  and  tben,  if 
compelled  to  do  so,  retire  to  the  Holston  River  and  cross  at  Anderson's 
Ford,  one  mile  below  Cobb's  Ford.  At  the  same  time  I  sent  back 
orders  to  Colonel  Miller  that  when  he  left  the  gap  he  would  move  by 
the  same  road  that  the  train  was  on.  I  would  have  thus  interposed  my 
entire  force  between  the  enemy  and  my  train  and  artillery.  This 
disposition  of  my  force,  I  believe,  would  have  enabled  the  train  and 
artillery  to  have  crossed  the  river  unmolested.  Just  at  this  time  I  re- 
ceived a  message  from  Colonel  Crawford  that  a  train  had  arrived  at 
Morristown  with  ammunition,  provisions,  and  a  re-enforcement  of  600 
infantry  and  a  battaUon  of  cavalry.  Believing  that  with  this  re- 
enforcement  1  would  be  able  to  repel  any  attack  of  the  enemy,  and 
knowing  that  it  would  be  ungenerous  to  leave  the  battalion  of  cavalry 
(the  infantry  could  have  returned  upon  the  train)  to  its  fate,  I  sent 
orders  for  the  re-enforcement  and  train  to  move  forward  to  Russellville 
and  form  at  the  intersection  of  the  road  (upon  which  the  enemy  were 
traveling)  with  the  KnoxvDle  and  Greeneville  road,  and  that  if  they 
were  attacked  by  the  enemy  to  hold  him  in  check  and  that  I  would 
attack  both  on  his  rear  and  flank.  To  enable  me  to  do  this  I  passed 
my  force  to  the  front  of  the  train  and  moved  on  in  this  order  toward 
Bussellville.  Arriving  at  that  place,  much  to  my  surprise,  I  could  hear 
nothing  of  the  cavalry  or  infantry  re-enforcements,  and  knowing  that 
the  enemy  were  in  force  upon  my  left  flank  I  ordered  Colonel  Patton, 
with  two  battalions  of  his  regiment,  to  hold  the  intersection  of  the  road 
until  the  entire  train  pass^.  1  moved  forward  to  Judge  Bartow's, 
where  a  second  road  intersects  the  main  road,  and  was  in  the  act  of 
placing  the  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry  in  position  near  that  place  when 
the  rear  of  the  train  was  attacked  at  Colonel  Patton's  position.  I 
immediately  sent  Patton  orders  to  hold  his  position  at  all  hazards  until 
the  train  had  reached  a  place  of  safety.  At  the  same  time  I  placed 
Parsons'  regiment  in  a  position  to  check  the  enemy  should  he  attempt 
a  farther  advance.  Patton  repulsed  the  enemy  and  the  firing  ceased. 
The  enemy  soon  renewed  the  attack  and  with  overwhelming  numbers, 
and  Patton's  regiment  feU  back  in  disorder  on  Parsons'  position,  not, 
however,  until  the  train  had  all  passed  to  the  rear.  With  the  assist- 
ance of  my  staff  and  several  other  officers,  and  especially  Capt.  Landon 
Carter,  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  attempted  to  rally  them,  but 
with  all  our  endeavors  but  a  fraction  of  the  command  could  be  gotten 
into  line.  The  enemy  soon  after  attacked  and  were  met  with  great 
gallantry  by  Colonel  Parsons  with  the  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  who 
held  them  in  check  for  upward  of  an  hour,  until  his  ammunition  was 
entirely  exhausted.  In  the  mean  time  as  the  re-enforcements,  who  were 
said  to  be  in  Morristown,  did  not  arrive  on  the  field,  I  sent  several  mes- 
sengers urging  them  to  come  forward,  among  others  Lieut.  D.  M. 
Nelson,  one  of  my  aides,  to  whom  the  commanding  officer.  Major  Smith, 
replied  that  he  did  not  come  there  to  fight  but  to  protect  the  train.  I 
rode  back  myself  to  Morristown  and  requested  Major  Smith  to  move 
forward  and  assist  in  holding  the  enemy  in  check.  To  my  surprise 
he  informed  me  that  his  entire  force  was  302  infantry  and  dismounted 
cavalry,  and  that  he  did  not  consider  that  he  would  be  justifiable 
in  moving  the  train  forward  or  in  separatiag  his  men  from  it,  but 
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finally  agreed  to  move  the  train  a  mile  down  the  Knoxville  road  and 
form  his  men  on  a  crest  of  a  hill.  This  was  done  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible,  and  the  artillery  posted  in  a  position  which  commanded  the 
road,  to  fire  away  its  few  remaining  rounds  of  canister.  These  dis- 
positions had  scarcely  been  made  when  Parsons'  ammunition  having 
failed,  his  men  commenced  falling  back  in  disorder,  but  were  rallied  and 
formed  in  a  line  with  the  infantry.  Many  of  the  Eighth  were  also  ral- 
lied. The  enemy  then  advanced.  As  they  were  compelled  to  jiass  over 
an  open  field  displayed  their  entire  force,  which  was  formed  in  two  lines 
fcom  a  half  to  three-quai'ters  of  a  mile  in  length,  numbering  probably 
from  2,500  to  3,000  men.  When  within  about  sixty  yards  of  our  lines 
they  received  a  deadly  fire  from  our  artillery,  double-shotted  with  can- 
ister, and  from  our  infantry  and  dismounted  cavalry  lying  behind  the 
fences,  and  fell  back  several  hundred  yards.  At  this  time  the  command 
became  panic-stricken  and  all  efibrts  to  rally  those  who  were  falling 
back,  or  to  retain  those  already  in  line,  were  fruitless.  Seeing  that  the 
artUlery  would  soon  be  left  entirely  without  support,  I  ordered  it  to 
fall  back  as,  for  want  of  ammunition,  it  had  become  useless.  I  was 
convinced  that  its  capture  was  certain  as  I  saw  the  enemy  preparing  to 
charge  the  second  time.  The  artillery  had  only  proceeded  a  few  hun- 
dred yards,  when  the  enemy  charged  and  easily  broke  and  put  to  flight 
the  few  fragments  which  remained  of  my  command  under  Colonel  Par- 
sons and  myself.  Their  entire  force  charged  past  us  without  stopping 
to  take  prisoners,  and  continued  the  pursuit  of  our  forces  this  side  of 
Morristown,  capturing  the  artillery,  ambulance  and  wagon  train.  No 
stand  having  been  made  by  our  troops  after  the  last  charge  of  the 
enemy  at  Morristown,  our  troops  continued  their  retreat  until  they 
reached  Strawberry  Plains.  The  enemy  in  their  last  charge  having 
passed  over  me,  I  was  in  their  rear,  and  was  compelled,  in  order  to 
reach  my  troops,  to  avoid  the  main  road  and  did  not  rejoin  my  com- 
mand until  the  next  evening.  Colonel  Miller  left  the  gap,  as  ordered,  at 
10.30  p.  m.,  and  did  not  meet  the  enemy  until  he  arrived  at  Russellville, 
where,  finding  the  enemy's  force  to  be  greater  than  he  considered  him- 
self justified  in  attacking,  after  one  charge  he  moved  off  to  his  right 
and  attempted  to  join  me  at  Morristown.  Upon  his  arrival  opposite  to 
that  place,  finding  that  the  other  portion  of  the  command  had  fallen 
back,  he  turned  north,  crossed  the  Holston  Eiver,  and  rejoined  the  com- 
mand at  Strawberry  Plains. 

My  loss  in  this  retreat  was  6  pieces  of  artillery  with  caissons  com- 
plete, 61  wagons,  71  ambulances,  about  300  horses,  and  probably  about 
150  men.    Over  200  are  now  absent,  but  are  daily  coming  in. 

With  the  knowledge  which  I  now  have,  I  see  no  other  means  by 
which  I  could  possibly  have  saved  my  command  than  by  retreating  at 
the  time  and  in  the  manner  I  did.  Had  my  troops  behaved  with  calm- 
ness and  deliberation  I  might  have  been  able  to  have  withdrawn  with 
less  loss  in  property,  but  more  in  men;  but  having  been  forced  back 
from  their  first  position  many  officers  and  soldiers,  who  would  have 
spurned  to  have  been  seen  there,  took  advantage  of  the  darkness  to 
find  their  way  to  the  rear.  All  troops  are  subject  to  panic,  and  this 
command  has  behaved  too  well  on  many  occasions  to  forfeit  Your  Excel- 
lency's confidence  by  one  single  mishap. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  Your  Bx(?ellency'8  attention  to  the  distinguished 
gallantry  displayed  in  repulsing  the  enemy's  assault  at  Bull's  Gap  on 
the  12th  by  Col.  John  K.  MOler,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ingertou, 
Major  Wagner,  Captain  Wilcox,  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  Lieut. 
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Col.  A.  J.  Brown,  Major  Deakins,  Sergeant  Pritcliett,  Company  D, 
Eighth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  Capt.  William  J.  Patterson,  Battery  B, 
First  Tennessee  Light  Artillery. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  uniform  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  of  Captain  Grisham,  Lieutenants  Carpenter,  Douglas, 
S'rench,  Miller,  and  Nelson,  of  my  staff. 

I  am,  Governor,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVAN  C.  GILLEM, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  Anbrew  Johnson, 

Military  Governor  of  Tennessee. 


No.  4. 


Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Breckinridge,  G.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Department  of  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee. 

Stravtbekry  Plains,  November  17, 1864. 

(Via  Jonesborough  19th.) 
Enemy,  somewhat  re-enforced,  occupies  very  strong  works  on  oppo- 
site side  of  the  river.  To-day  we  burned  railroad  bridge  over  Flat  Creek 
between  this  point  and  Knoxville.  Have  been  skirmishing  with  him 
since  yesterday,  but  the  number  and  composition  of  my  troops  will  not 
justify  an  assault  upon  the  works.  Enemy  is  too  near  supports  and  we 
too  far  to  run  much  hazard.  Am  a  little  uneasy  about  otlier  end  of  the 
department.  Hope  General  Echols  has  returned  from  Eichmond.  We 
still  gather  in  prisoners  from  the  late  engagement,  and  have  more  flags, 
wagons,  mules,  &c.,  than  1  at  first  reported. 

J.  C.  BEECKINRIDGE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

General  E.  E.  Lee. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tenn., 

Wytheville,  Va.,  November  29, 1864. 

Colonel  :  When  Brigadier-General  Vaughn  met  a  reverse  near  Mor- 
ristown,  Tenn.,  toward  the  last  of  October,  he  fell  back  to  the  east  bank 
of  the  Watauga  and  the  enemy  made  a  corresponding  advance.  Think- 
ing the  enemy  too  close  to  Bristol,  I  collected  a  miscellaneous  force, 
composed  of  Vaughn's  and  Duke's  cavalry,  some  dismounted  men  of 
Cosby,  Duke,  and  Giltner,  and  a  few  niter  and  mining  men  and  East 
Tennessee  reserves,  amounting  to  about  1,800  men,  with  four  12-pounder 
and  two  6-pounder  howitzers,  and  moved  forward  to  meet  him.  Col- 
onel Palmer,  from  Asheville,  N.  C,  afterward  joined  me  with  a  mixed 
force  of  some  600  men.  The  force  of  the  enemy  was  about  2,.'j00  strong, 
with  six  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  large  wagon  train.  He  retired  before 
lis  to  Lick  Creek,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  11th  of  November,  after  a 
short  engagement,  his  rear  guard  was  driven  by  Duke's  command  into 
Bull's  Gap. 

An  attackfor  the  next  momingwas  arranged  as  follows :  The  artillery, 
under  Major  Page,  vfith  some  dismounted  cavalry  as  a  support  (the 
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whole  under  command  of  Col.  George  B.  Crittenden),  was  to  make  a  dem- 
onstration in  front;  General  Vaughn,  with  his  command,  was  to  attack 
in  rear,  while,  with  Duke's  cavalry  (dismounted)  and  a  body  of  dismounted 
men  belonging  to  Vaughn,  Duke,  Cosby,  and  Giltner,  under  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Alston,  I  was  to  ascend  the  mountain  and  move  down  on 
the  enemy's  left.  The  plan  was  carried  out  with  perfect  exactitude, 
and  the  enemy  actually  attacked  at  the  same  time  in  fiont,  flank,  and 
rear.  The  force  on  the  mountain  succeeded  in  carrying  a  line  of  works, 
but  the  assault  as  a  whole  did  not  succeed,  most  of  the  troops  being 
unaccustomed  to  that  mode  of  lighting. 

The  next  day  {13th)  Colonel  Palmer  arrived,  and  the  same  night  I 
moved  with  Vaughn  and  Duke  to  turn  the  enemy's  right,  Colonel  Crit- 
tenden following  with  Colonel  Palmer's  force,  the  artillery,  and  the  dis- 
mounted men  of  the  other  commands.  The  enemy  Laving  foolishly 
withdrawn  his  pickets,  we  passed  without  opposition  or  notice  through 
Taylor's  Gap,  about  two  miles  and  a  half  below  Bull's  Gap,  and  the 
enemy  having  evacuated  the  gap  the  same  night,  at  one  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  14th,  with  Vaughn  and  Duke,  I  attacked  his  column 
near  Kussellville.  The  results  of  this  night  attack  were  a  good  many 
of  the  enemy  killed  and  wounded,  about  300  prisoners,  and  all  his  artil- 
lery, wagon  trains,  &c.  This  force  was  routed  with  much  confusion, 
and  few  of  them  stopped  this  side  of  Knoxville. 

Following  to  Strawberry  Plains,  I  found  strong  works  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  manned  and  furnished  with  artillery.  The  flanks  of 
this  position  were  well  protected  and  it  was  quite  unassailable  in  front 
by  the  troops  at  my  command.  The  enemy  received  re-enforcements 
from  the  garrisons  beyond  Knoxville  and  probably  a  regiment  or  two 
from  Chattanooga. 

We  had  artillery  firing  and  active  skirmishing  for  several  days,  and 
General  Vaughn,  crossing  the  Holston  above,  made  a  demonstration  on 
their  rear  and  burned  the  railroad  bridge  over  Flat  Creek,  but  1  made 
no  serious  attack  on  the  position. 

The  weather  now  became  very  inclement,  the  streams  much  swollen, 
and  the  roads  almost  impassable.  I  have  left  General  Vaughn  with 
his  command  and  a  battery  of  four  guns  to  hold  the  country,  if  possible, 
as  far  as  the  Plains,  and  have  withdrawn  the  rest  of  the  troops. 

The  enemy  has  been  driven  back  nearly  100  miles,  and  I  do  not  think 
he  will  attempt  a  campaign  this  winter  in  upper  East  Tennessee. 

The  troops  bore  with  cheerfulness  rather  unusual  exposure  and  pri- 
vations, and  I  have  to  express  my  gratification  at  their  general  good 
conduct. 

Brigadier-General  Vaughn,  Brigadier-General  Duke,  Colonel  Critten- 
den, Colonel  Palmer,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Alston,  commanding  dis- 
mounted men,  together  with  their  ofiicers  generally,  deserve  mention 
for  zeal  and  good  conduct. 

Major  Page,  chief  of  artillery,  proved  an  efficient  officer,  and  I  am 
indebted  for  valuable  services  to  Major  Poor,  Captain  Sandford,  and 
Lieutenant  Clay,  of  my  staff'. 

Dr.  B.  C.  Duke,  acting  chief  medical  officer,  was  active  in  attention 
to  the  wounded. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE.] 

[Col.  W.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General.  ] 
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No.  5. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Oen.  John  G,  Vaughn^  G.  S.  Army. 

Eheatown,  November  3,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 

(Via  Carter's  Station  3tl.) 
Enemy  have  advanced  to  Greeneville  in  force.    I  shall  be  forced  to 
fall  back. 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadder-General,  Commanding. 
Major  Johnston, 

Assistant  Ac^utcmt-Oeneral. 


Gaktbr's  Station,  November  3, 1864. 
The  enemy  are  at  Jonesborough  in  force.    What  re-enforcements 
need  I  expect  from  you,  and  when?    Answer  at  once. 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-Oeneral. 
Major  Johnston, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Cabtee's  Station,  November  4, 1864. 
Colonel  Palmer  moved  toward  Ashevllle  to  protect  his  line  as  soon  as 
it  was  exposed.    Your  re-enforcements  should  come  Immediately,  or  I 
may  not  be  able  to  check  the  enemy  before  they  reach  Bristol. 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  Commanding. 
Major-General  Breckinridge. 


Warrensburg,  November  11, 1864 — Ip.  m. 
General  :  I  am  at  this  place  with  my  command.  I  find  Lick  Creek 
on  the  road  direct  to  the  gap  so  deep  that  1  cannot  ford  it.  I  may  be 
able  to  ford  it  on  the  road  down  the  river  near  the  mouth,  six  miles 
from  here.  Therefore  I  shall  be  delayed  in  getting  in  the  rear  of  the 
gap  until  late  to-night  or  to-morrow  morning.  I  have  not  heard  yet 
whether  they  have  left  the  gap  or  not.  I  have  not  heard  from  my 
scouts  who  left  my  camp  last  evening.  Will  report  to  you  as  soon  as  I 
get  any  information  from  them.  Shall  be  glad  to  receive  any  further 
instructions  from  you. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-  General. 
I  find  the  roads  almost  impassable. 

2.30  p.  M. 

Firing  has  been  heard  in  the  direction  of  Blue  Springs,  and  the 
creek  being  up,  I  hear,  will  swim  some  more  scouting  parties  across  the 
creek  to  go  to  the  railroad  and  learn  whether  there  is  any  movement 
from  the  gap. 

[Major-General  Breckinridge.] 
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Wakrensburg,  November  11, 1864 — 4  p.  m. 
One  of  my  scouts  met  a  small  scout  of  the  enemy  this  morning  in  the 
rear  of  the  gap  some  ten  miles,  and  captured  3  prisoners,  who  state  that 
Gillem  had  halted  in  the  gap,  but  knew  nothing  of  you  pursuing.  I 
have  started  two  regiments  to  the  railroad  in  the  vicinity  of  Eussell- 
ville  to  make  a  demonstration  to-night.  I  with  the  balance  of  my  force 
will  remain  in  this  vicinity  until  I  hear  from  them  or  from  you.  I 
started  two  couriers  to  you  before  these  two. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Cavalry. 
Captain  Sandford, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Warrenshurg,  November  11, 1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
My  entire  command  is  encamped  around  this  place.  I  arrived  here 
at  1  o'clock.  I  met  bo  enemy.  I  have  sent  250  men  to  therear  at  Russell- 
ville  to  make  a  demonstration  on  the  gap.  The  creek  is  past  fording, 
but  think  1  can  ford  it  by  12  o'clock  to-night.  I  had  to  swim  the  par- 
ties that  I  sent  to-day  over  the  creek.  One  of  my  scouts  met  a  scout^f 
the  enemy  in  the  rear  of  Russellville,  capturing  3  and  running  the  others 
into  the  gap. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  C.  VAUGHN, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Captain  Sandford. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

In  the  Field,  November  12, 1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  withdrawn  from  the  enemy's  rear  at  Bull's  Gap 
some  four  or  five  miles  from  the  position  I  assumed.  The  firing  ceasing 
on  your  front,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  withdraw.  I  am  here,  and  await 
further  orders  from  you. 

Very  respectfiiUy,  &c., 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Captain  Sandford, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Forces, 

New  Market,  November  15, 1864 — 6  p.  m. 

Inclosed  find  a  note*  from  Colonel  Bradford.    I  think  the  enemy  may 

have  run  up  several  hundred  negro  troops,  and  probably  some  whites. 

They  had  no  white  troops  at  Knoxville  only  the  Second  Ohio.    Rumor 

says  that  the  garrison  from  Cleveland  came  to  Knoxville  some  time 

*  Not  found. 
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ago.    Do  not  consider  it  reliable.    I  may  get  more  reliable  information 
to  night,  as  I  have  a  force  gone  to  feel  of  the  enemy.    Their  pickets  are 
only  out  three-quarters  of  a  mile  tins  side  of  the  river. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  VAUGHN, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Captain  Sandpoed, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

P.  S. — General  Duke  has  just  reported. 


Headquarters  Vaughn's  Cavalry, 
New  Market,  November  16,  1864 — 6  a.  m. 
Captain  :  We  drove  the  enemy's  pickets  in  last  night  only  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  out  from  the  railroad  bridge.    Considerable  commo- 
tion in  their  camp,  like  tliey  were  preparing  to  leave  or  fight;  fight,  I 
think,  because  the  train  ran  so  oft«n  yesterday.    I  have  sent  the  scout 
toward  Cumberland  Gap,  as  directed,  and  have  a  few  men  gone  to  the 
rear  to  gather  information.    No  chance  to  cut  the  road  in  their  rear 
only  by  a  large  force,  as  they  have  every  point  guarded.    There  are 
only  two  bridges,  one  within  three  and  the  other  four  miles  jQrom  the 
Plains.    Some  negro  troops  were  seen  near  the  Plains  yesterday — only 
three.    Do  you  desire  me  to  move  down  this  morning  to  the  Plains? 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  0.  VAUGHN, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Captain  Sandford, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Vaughn's  Cavalry, 
Mouth  of  Holston  River,  Noventber  17,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Captain  :  I  have  driven  in  the  enemy's  pickets  into  their  fortifica- 
tions on  all  the  roads  this  side  of  the  river.  Their  works  are  too  strong 
to  carry  by  assault,  I  fear.  I  have  sent  a  force  to  destroy  the  railroad 
bridge  over  Flat  Creek.  Their  force  is  about  what  wc  have  been  calcu- 
lating it  to  be.    I  shall  await  your  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 


Captain  Sandford, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Brigadier-  General. 


No.  (1. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Basil  W.  Duke,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Morgan's  Men, 

November  9,  1864. 
General  :  General  Duke  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  he  is  en- 
camped six  miles  from  Rheatown.    The  enemy,  50  to  100  strong,  pur- 
sued our  scouts  to  this  point.    Enemy  reported  as  encamped  three  miles 
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beyond  Eheatowu — three  regiments  and  a  battery  of  artillery.  Have 
sent  a  scout  to  Rlieatown,  and  will  send  at  12  o'clock  to-night  another 
beyond  there. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  G.  MOKGAN, 
Assista nt  Adjutant- General. 
Major-General  Breckinridge, 

Near  Jonesborotif/h,  Tenn. 


Headquarters  Morgan's  Brigade, 

November  11,  1864. 
General  :  I  have  advanced  the  line  as  you  directed.  Some  cattle 
were  disturbed  by  the  movement  and  driven  toward  the  enemy,  which 
drew  a  fire  from  his  pickets.  I  supi)osed  them  to  be  about  400  yards 
from  my  vedettes.  The  men  are  suffering  exceedingly  from  cold,  and  I 
wisli  that  I  may  be  relieved  for  a  short  time  by  some  of  tlie  troops  in 
the  rear,  and  permitted  to  fall  back  to  where  I  can  build  fires.  I  can 
resume  my  present  position  in  time  for  the  attack.  The  number  of  fires 
on  the  enemy's  line  is  increasing.  I  heard  firing  a  few  minutes  since, 
apparently  in  the  rear  of  the  gap. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  DUKE, 
Brigadier-  General. 
Major-General  Breckinridge, 

Commanding  Forces  in  the  Field. 


Headquarters  Morgan's  Brigade, 

Near  Morristoicn,  November  14, 1864. 
Captain  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  as  the  strength  and  con- 
dition of  my  command :  I  have  294  men  in  camj) — this  the  effective  total. 
The  discipline  of  my  command  is  improved.   But  few  stragglers  and  but 
little  disposition  to  do  so. 

BASIL  W.  DUKE, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
Capt.  J.  L.  Sandford, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  7. 


Report  of  Col.  John  B.  Palmer,  Fifty-eighth  North   Carolina  Infantry, 
commanding  Forces  of  Western  North  Carolina. 

Headquarters  Forces  Western  North  Carolina, 

French  Broad,  November  11,  1864— 12.30  j).  m. 
General  :  I  have  just  received  your  dis]>atch  dated  2  p.  m.  yesterday, 
at  Greeneville.  I  have  only  received  one  other  dispatch,  tliat  dated 
Carter's  Depot,  November  7.  It  did  not  reach  me  till  the  night  of  the 
8th.  My  forces  left  Asheville  on  yesterday  morning.  1  could  not 
possibly  concentrate  and  move  before.  I  shall  camp  near  Paint  iCock 
57  B  B— VOL  XXXIX,   PT  I 
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to-night  and  at  Warrensburg  to-morrow — a  march  of  about  seventy- 
five  miles  in  three  days.  I  shall  communicate  with  Gener:  1  Vaughn. 
I  have  about  600  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery;  all  I  could  collect 
in  so  short  a  time. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  PALMEE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Forces  of  Western  North  Carolina. 
General  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Commanding,  &c.,  on  BulVs  Gap  Road,  below  Greeneville. 


No.  8. 


Report  ofMaj.  Samuel  Tool,  Third  Tennessee  Infantry,  JProvisional  Army 

{mounted). 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

In  the  Field,  November  12, 1864. 
Captain  Sandford: 

I  forward  you  official  report  of  expedition  under  Maj.  Samuel  Tool,  of 
the  Third  Tennessee  Cavalry.  He  had  125  men  with  him  from  his  own 
and  the  Forty-third  Tennessee.  The  gallantry  of  Major  Tool  and  the 
officers  and  men  under  him  deserve  particular  compliment  for  their 
gallantry. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  C.  VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure,] 

Warrensburg,  Va.,  November  12, 1864 — 6  a.  m. 
I  have  just  returned.  I  struck  the  Yankees  at  Eussellville,  210 
strong,  at  10  o'clock  last  night.  Drove  them  toward  the  gap.  General 
Gillem  was  said  to  be  with  them.  I  drove  them  within  three  miles  of 
the  gaj).  Turned  and  went  to  Morristown.  Captured  and  dispersed 
the  garrison,  125  strong,  at  that  point.  I  have  51  prisoners;  killed  13. 
Burnt  9  wagons,  destroyed  1  engine  and  car,  and  captured  several 
horses  and  mules. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

SAM.  TOOL, 
Major,  Commanding. 
B.  G.  Manard, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

I  had  3  men  wounded;  Lieutenant  Hynds  slightly  in  the  neck. 


NOVEMBER  5,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Bloomfield,  Ky. 

Report  of  Maj.  Samuel  Martin,  Thirty-seventh  Kentucky  Infantry. 

Bardstown,  Ky.,  November  7,  1864. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  re])ort  to  you  that  on  the  5th  instant 
as  one  of  my  companies  entered  Bloomiield,  under  command  of  Captain 
Borrell,  they  surprised  a  lot  of  guerrillas  at  that  place,  fifteen  in  uum- 
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■ber,  mIio  were  having  their  horses  shod,  and  had  been  pillaging  the 
town.  Three  guerrillas  were  captured  and  2  badly  wounded,  said  to  be 
mortally;  the  2  wounded  ones  made  their  escape.  On  the  following  day 
the  captain  started  the  three  to  me  at  this  place,  and  about  five 
miles,  he  states,  from  Bloomfleld  they  tried  to  escape,  and  all  of  them 
were  killed  by  the  guards.  Their  icmains  were  carried  to  Bloomfleld 
the  following  day  (or  on  the  6th  in  stant)  by  citizens,  who  gave  their  names 
as  follows:  Tindle,  Parkhnrst,  alias  Jack  Babet,  and  Warford.  The 
notorious  Sue  Mundy  and  Berry  are  said  to  be  the  ones  who  were 
wounded  and  made  their  escape.  Sue's  fine  pipe  fell  a  trophy  to  my 
men,  and  various  other  articles.  Berry  is  now  reported  dead;  that  he 
died  the  day  after  the  light  at  Fairfield.  1  have  sent  men  there  for 
information.  My  rations  ran  out  two  days  ago,  and  I  have  been  forced 
to  subsist  off  of  the  citizens;  sent  for  ratioiis  yesterday.  There  is  no 
battery  here  for  the  telegraph  office.  Nothing  more  of  importance. 
Will  I  go  farther  south  soon? 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

SAMUEL  MAKTIN, 
Major,  Commanding  Forces. 
Capt.  J.  S.  Butler, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Geiieral,  Lexington,  Ky. 

P.  S. — Send  us  a  paymaster  as  soon  as  our  regiment  is  paid  off  and 
discharged,  if  you  please.    Yours, 

S.  MARTIN, 

Major. 


NOVEMBER  6-8,  1864. — Expedition  from  Vicksburg,   Miss.,   to    Gaines' 
Landing  and  Bayou  Macon,  La. 

Report  of  Col.  Embury  D.  Osband,  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  com- 
manding expedition. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Forces, 

Yickshurg,  November  9, 1864. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  pursuance  of  orders 
from  the  major-general  commanding  I  left  Vicksburg  at  11  p.  m.  the 
night  of  the  6th  of  November  with  940  men,  exclusive  of  officers,  one 
section  Bolton's  battery,  for  Gaines'  Landing,  at  which  point  I  arrived 
at  11  a.  m.  of  the  8th.  I  here  learned  that  General  Shaler's  brigade 
had  ?one  to  White  River;  that  General  Reynolds  had  also  gone  to 
White  River,  and  that  Earl's  scouts  had  found  the  day  before  a  strong 
force  on  Bayou  Macon.  I  disembarked  the  Third  U.  S.  [Colored  Cav- 
alry], Major  Cook  commanding,  and  sent  him  to  Bayou  Macon.  He 
brought  in  some  information  but  saw  no  enemy.  I  then  purposed  to 
scout  up  the  river  to  Cypress  Creek,  but  received  information  during 
the  night  that  led  me  to  believe  the  scout  unnecessary.  The  swamps 
were  full  of  water  and  knee  deep  in  mud;  the  bayous  were  bank  full, 
and  if  crossed  must  be  swam;  the  whole  country  so  overflowed  that  it 
seemed  folly  to  attempt  any  movement.  I  therefore  returned  to  this 
point  with  my  whole  command. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  OSBAND, 

Col.  3d  U.  S.  Col.  Cav.,  Conidg.  Cav.  Forces,  JMst.  of  Vicksburg. 
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jSTovkjVIBkr  9,  1864. 

Epitome  of  information  gained  in  i-eference  to  Gaines' Landing  and 
the  vicinity : 

Eli  Wells  left  Monticello  on  the  7th.  No  troops  were  in  Monticello 
at  that  time.  Magruder  had  from  6,000  to  10,000  men ;  was  in  Monti- 
cello two  months  and  left  there  five  weeks  since.  J.  S.  Montgomery, 
living  on  Bayou  Bartholomew,  very  intelligent  and  very  reliable,  met 
Parsons'  regiment  twelve  miles  ft'om  Gaines'  Landing,  going  west 
toward  Monticello,  about  800  strong;  was  told  that  Carter's  (Texas) 
regiment  was  to  take  their  place  as  cotton  pickets  along  Bayou  Macon; 
Magruder,  with  Polignac's  and  Walker's  divisions,  was  at  Camden,  ninety 
miles  west;  Wharton's  command  of  cavalry  at  Washington,  on  Saline 
River,  about  600  to  800  strong ;  had  been  there  five  weeks.  Magruder  had 
been  at  Monticello  for  two  months  previous  to  going  to  Camdeu,  and 
had  eaten  the  conntry  out  entirely.  No  rebel  force  anywhere  in  vicinity 
that  would  fight,  and  had  heard  hundreds  say  they  would  not  go  east 
of  the  Mississippi  River. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  D.  OSBAND, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry  Forces. 

Explanation  of  the  Cotton  Bureau  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department — 
headquarters  at  Shreveport,  La.,  branch  office  at  Monticello — Colonel 
Polk  in  command. 

November  9, 1864. 
A  man  by  the  name  of  Belzer  had  visited  Shreveport  in  behalf  of 
people  living  east  of  Monticello,  and  had  perfected  the  following  ar- 
rangement: The  Confederate  Goverinnent  takes  one-half  the  cotton  at 
the  gin.  Previously  have  hauled  it  and  hid  it  in  piles,  but  now  left  it 
at  the  gin  in  care  of  the  former  owner ;  a  fter  the  man  lias  turned  one- 
half  to  the  Confederate  Government  he  takes  this  certificate  to  Monti- 
cello and  obtains  Polk's  permit  to  ship  upon  paying  Belzer  the  export 
dues,  60  cents  per  bale  in  specie.  This  being  indorsed  on  the  back  of 
the  permit,  the  man  can  bring  his  cotton  to  the  river-bank  for  sale. 
The  Confederate  Government  expects  to  sell  this  one-half  of  all  the  cot- 
ton to  the  Yankees,  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Snyzcr,  or  Snizer,  has 
offered  to  buy  it.  Colonel  Parkman,  of  Memphis,  offered  to  buy  it,  and 
is  in  league  with  them  in  several  operations.  In  case  they  can't  sell  it 
they  propose  to  burn  all  the  cotton.  Four  hundred  bales  of  this  cotton 
is  on  Gum  Ridge,  sixteen  miles  from  Lake  Village,  and  can  be  reached 
any  time  when  it  is  dry.  Cotton  boats  must  bring  the  specie  to  pay  the 
export  dues,  or  else  it  could  not  be  paid.  Cotton  boats  are  scattered  all 
along  the  river,  and  the  Confederates  make  no  scruple  of  their  desire 
to  sell  the  Government  one-half  for  greenbacks. 
Respectfully, 

K.  D.  OSBAND, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry  Forces. 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  H.  Haeeis, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Chap.  LI.]  EXPEDITION  FROM  MEMPHIS,  TENBT.  901 

NOVEMBER  9-13,  1864.— Expedition  from  Memphis  to  Moscow,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Col.  John  W.  Noblv,  Third  Jou-a   Cavalry,  commanding  bri- 
gade. 

Hdqes.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Cavalry  Corps, 

dlstkk!!'  of  west  tennessee, 
MemjMs,  Tenn.,  Kovemher  13,  1864. 

Colonel:  I  liiive  tlie  honor  to  rejiort  that  in  pursnance  of  your 
orders  I  proceeded,  with  KM)  men,  properly  oilicered,  from  this  brigade, 
out  on  the  Gerniantown  road  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  at  4 
o'clock,  and  on  arriving  at  White's  Station  Avas  joined  by  500  men  from 
the  First  Brigade,  under  connnand  of  Captain  Fernald.  Those  of  this 
brigade  were  under  command  of  Major  Spearman.  Troceeding  at  once 
to  Germantown,  we  found  a  picket  of  the  enemy,  which  we  drove  in, 
capturing  2 — 1  wounded  and  left  at  the  village.  From  the  man  cap- 
tured I  learned  that  the  i)icket  was  that  of  the  command  of  Colonel 
Denis  (rebel),  Avho  had  his  headquarters  below  the  Coldwater,  in  Mis- 
sissippi, on  the  Pigeon  lioost  road.  His  force  is  one  regiment  and  two 
battalions,  in  complete  organization.  Tliey  are  the  Mississippi  Keserve 
Corps.  Have  not  left  Mississippi  until  week  before  last,  when  ordered 
up  to  buin  the  railroad  between  Moscow  and  White's  Station,  which 
was  done  between  the  1st  and  (ith  instant.  The  road  is  much  injured. 
The  whole  of  this  force  will  not  exceed  1,000,  is  armed  with  muskets, 
aud  has  but  little  disposition  to  meet  us  out  of  Mississippi,  at  least.  I 
advanced  to  Collierville  and  camped  over  night  a  mile  beyond.  Started 
the  next  morning  at  -1  o'clock  and  passed  through  La  Fayette  and 
Moscow.  The  bridge  at  Moscow  was  in  good  order.  The  river  was 
high  over  the  banks.  I  met  many  persons  from  La  Grange  and  beyond, 
and  became  satistied  that  there  was  no  enemy  at  La  (xrange  or  as  far 
out  as  Pocahontas.  1  therefoi'c  turned  to  the  northwest,  crossing  the 
north  fork  of  Wolf  on  a  bridge  made  by  our  troops  when  last  at  Mos- 
cow, and  came  west  on  the  lower  La  Grange  road,  called  the  old 
Ealeigh  road.  I  ascertained  there  was  no  force  at  Somerville,  aud  lit- 
tle, if  any,  at  Jackson ;  that  Forrest  was  at  Johnsonville,  about  to  cross 
over;  that  Hood  was  crossing  near  Tuscumbia.  I  camped  near  Mos- 
cow, at  night,  at  a  man's  named  Scott.  Just  as  we  were  going  into 
camiJ  Lieutenant  Swift,  of  the  lebel  service,  was  arrested.  I  have 
good  reason  to  believe  Scott  to  be  a  strong  rebel  sympathizer,  and  took 
from  him  what  i^roperty  my  command  needed  to  feed  the  men  and 
horses. 

On  Friday  morning  I  again  marched  at  4  o'clock,  capturing  some 
straggling  rebel  soldiers  on  the  road,  and  reached  neighborhood  of 
Ealeigh  at  sunset,  when  we  camped,  and  moved  out  the  next  morning 
at  4  o'clock,  crossed  Wolf  Eiver  by  the  ferry  by  noon,  and  came  into 
camp  on  the  afternoon  of  Saturday.    1  met  with  no  loss. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  prisoners :  Virginius  H.  Swift,  lieuten- 
ant. Fifteenth  Tennessee  Cavahy;  D.  W.  Jamieson,  pinvate.  Company 
A,  Twelfth  Tennessee  Cavalry;  E.  A.  Smith, private,  ConipanyC,  Second 
Missouri  Cavalry;  G.  P.  Hart,  private.  Company  D,  Twelfth  Tennessee 
Cavalry;  N.  M.  Vaughn,  private,  Comi)any  A,  First  Mississippi  Eeserve 
Corps;  W.  L.  Sawyer,  citizen,  captured  in  the  act  of  guarding  E.  A. 
Smith  (above)  to  escape. 
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The  command  marched  125  miles;  found  the  country  abounding  in 
forage.  The  weather  was  iileasant.  Neither  men  nor  horses  sufl'ered 
much. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  W.  NOBLE, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
Colonel  Karg:6, 

Comdg.  Cavalry  Corps,  District  of  West  Tennessee. 


NOVEMBEE  10,  1864.— Scout  near  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Capt.  Eldred  Huff,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Hdqes.  Second  Buig.,  Second  Div.,  Cavalry  Coeps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  November  11, 1864. 

Maj.  M.  H.  Williams, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Cavalry  Corps,  Memphis,  Tenn.  : 
Majoe  :  Agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Colonel  Karge,  of  the  10th  in- 
stant, I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  ordered  out  a  scouting  party 
on  the  evening  of  the  10th  instant,  with  orders  to  examine  minutely 
the  premises  indicated  in  Colonel  Karg^'s  orders  and  other  places  in 
that  vicinity.  The  result  was  the  capture  of  5  ]>risoners,  supposed  to 
be  robbers.  I  ordered  them  sent  to  the  Irving  Block.  Inclosed  I  send 
Captain  Huft's  report  of  his  doings. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  PETEES, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Detachment  Brigade. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquaetees  Foueth  Iowa  Cavalet, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  November  11, 1864. 
I  submit  the  following  report  regarding  my  proceedings  last  night: 
I  moved  at  7  p.  m.  from  regimental  headquarters  on  the  old  Ealeigh' 
road.  When  about  three  miles  and  a  half  lr(mi  the  pickets  I  crossed 
over  to  the  Gemiantown  road.  Came  back  to  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  house  designated  in  your  order.  Dismounted  one  platoon  of  men 
and  sent  them  around  iu  rear  of  the  house.  I  then  charged  up  in  front 
with  the  other  platoon.  Therebels,  six  in  number,  attempted  to  escape 
by  the  rear,  when  the  dismounted  men  fired  upon  them;  they  then 
turned  to  the  front,  when  Ave  fired  ujjon  them.  Seeing  they  were  sur- 
rounded they  ran  into  the  house,  except  one,  who  made  his  escape.  I 
then  ordered  those  men  out  of  the  house  and  proceeded  to  search  it; 
found  one  gun  and  one  Colt  revolver.  I  brought  the  men  to  cami)  and 
by  your  order  sent  them  to  ihe  Irving  Block  jirison. 
KespectfuUy,  yours, 

E.  HUFF, 
Captain,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  Commanding  Scouts. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Petees. 
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Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Cowden,  Fifty-ninth  U.  8.  Colored  Infantry, 
of  expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into  Mississippi,  June  1-13, 1864.* 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  24, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Friday,  the  10th  instant,  [in]  the 
atlvanee  of  the  U.  S.  forces,  under  General  Sturgis,  against  the  enemy 
near  Guntown,  Miss.,  the  Fifty-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  command,  was  ordered  to  march  in  rear  of  the  entire 
infantry  column  and  of  the  general  supply  train.  The  march  from  our 
encampment  Avas  not  commenced  until  10.30  a.  ni.,  and  for  two  hours 
was  slow  and  irregular,  owing  to  the  difftculty  in  crossing  the  Hatchie 
bottom,  which  was  very  deep  and  miry.  Once  across  this,  and  on  good 
roads,  the  train,  which  had  been  lengthened  out,  closed  up,  necessitat- 
ing me  to  move  my  command  very  rapidly  and  without  rest.  Soon 
after  crossing  the  Hatchie  bottom  heavy  artillery  firing  was  heard  in 
front,  and  about  2  p.  m.  I  received  orders  to  keep  well  closed  up  to  the 
train,  as  an  attacli  on  it  was  feared.  Upon  receiving  this  order  the 
rate  of  speed  was  increased  to  double-quick  time.  Arriving  at  the  front 
the  supply  train  and  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry  were  moving  to  the 
rear  in  confusion,  and  through  this  column  and  through  a  dense  wood, 
covered  with  thick  undergrowth  and  vines,  I  moved  my  command  and 
formed  in  line  on  a  ridge  on  the  right  of  the  road  where  the  wood  was 
more  open,  with  my  left  resting  about  150  yards  from  the  road  and  my 
line  forming  with  the  road  an  angle  of  about  sixty  degrees,  my  right 
being  thrown  forward,  conforming  with  the  ridge.  My  instructions 
were  to  hold  this  position  until  the  entire  column  had  passed  securely 
to  the  rear,  then  to  retire  to  another  position  pointed  out.  This  I  did, 
first  ordering  Capt.  James  0.  Poster,  acting  field  officer,  to  cause  Capt. 
Albert  O.  Marsh's  company  (F)  to  be  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the 
ridge  to  cover  my  retreat,  then  retiring  by  the  right  of  companies  across 
a  large  open  field,  through  which  ran  a  creek  about  fifteen  feet  wide, 
with  very  steep  banks  about  six  feet  high,  bordered  by  a  dense 
growth  of  underbrush,  which  completely  concealed  it  from  view  until 
I  reached  its  banks.  I  experienced  considerable  delay  in  passing  this 
creek,  but  succeeded  in  doing  so  in  good  order,  and  took  my  second 
position  just  behind  the  crest  of  another  ridge,  still  in  the  open  field, 
about  GOO  yards  in  the  rear  of  my  first,  my  line  being  perpendicular  to 
the  road,  from  which  it  was  separated  by  a  belt  of  timber  completely 
obstructing  from  my  view  all  objects  on  my  left.  In  this  position  my  left 
rested  about  200  yards  from  the  road,  opposite  an  old  house  near  which 
a  battery  had  ceased  to  fire.  Here  Lieutenant  Boatman,  aide-de-camp, 
rode  [up],  and  told  me  the  Fifty-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  was  not 
on  my  left,  and  connecting  between  my  command  and  the  white  troops, 
as  I  expected  it  to  be.  I  immediately  moved  by  the  left  flank,  hoping  to 
join  my  command  on  the  right  of  the  white  troops,  but  just  as  the  head  of 
my  column  emerged  from  the  bush  into  the  open  wood  I  discovered  a  rebel 
battle-flag  occupying  the  place  our  troops  had  just  left,  seeing  which, 

*  See  p.  84. 
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I  clianged  my  course  and  [moved]  again  by  the  left  flank  across  another 
open  va]ley,  through  the  center  of  which  was  a  deep  ditch.  1  ordered 
my  left  wing  to  occu])y  this  ditch  as  a  cover,  and  hold  the  enemy  at 
bay  until  the  right  wing  could  form  in  the  edge  of  the  timber  beyond, 
but  as  the  nrad  and  Avater  in  the  ditch  were  deep  and  the  banks  too 
high  I  abandoned  it  as  soon  as  possible,  and  formed  the  entire  regi- 
ment behind  a  rail  fence  in  the  edge  of  the  wood,  still  on  the  right  of 
the  road  and  perpendicidar  to  it,  and  my  left  about  150  yards  from  it. 
This,  my  fourth  position,  I  held  until  (J  p.  m.,  it  being  the  first  oppor- 
tunity I  had  of  doing  any  execution.  Finding  that  all  tlie  other  forces 
had  retired  sometime,  and  the  enemy  were  ])ressing  my  right  and  left 
flanks,  I  retired  in  good  order  to  a  position  still  in  the  open  wood  and 
o^osite  a  large  white  house,  near  whicih  were  a  number  of  negro 
quarters.  This  position  was  about  200  yards  in  rear  of  my  last.  I  saw 
no  other  troops  near  me,  but  determined  on  holding  this  point  as  long 
as  possible,  and  ordered  Capt.  Henry  W.  Johnson  to  occupy  with  his 
company  (B)  the  negro  quarters  just  mentioned,  which  he  did  most 
gallantly.  Immediately  after  taking  this  position  I  discovered  the 
enemy  attempting  to  force  my  right  flank,  but  I  succeeded  in  holding 
the  ground  about  forty  minutes  and  then  retired,  seeing  which  the 
enemy's  cavalry  charged  on  me,  attempting  to  break  my  left,  when  I 
immediately  faced  about  and  drove  them  back  in  disorder  to  their  former 
position,  about  400  yards.  I  then  retired  about  500  yards,  and  formed 
again  on  a  ridge  on  which  stood  an  old  cotton-gin  and  gin-house.  Three 
companies  were  formed  on  the  right  and  four  on  the  left  of  and  one 
occupied  the  said  gin -house,  while  First  Lieut.  John  M.  Hensley,  with 
Company  A,  was  ordered  to  occupy  and  hold  a  position  behind  an  old 
hedge,  about  100  yards  to  the  right  and  rear,  and  prevent  a  flanking 
movement  in  that  direction.  Having  made  these  disxwsitions,  and 
being  faint  from  a  severe  Avound  in  the  hip  received  about  5  o'clock, 
I  here  gave  up  the  command  to  Captain  Johnson  and  retired  to  the 
rear.  About  200  yards  in  the  rear  of  my  regiment  I  met  Colonel  Wil- 
kin, commanding  the  First  Brigade  of  infantry,  who  was  trying  once 
more  to  form  a  line.  This  was  the  nearest  support  I  had  during  the 
entire  engagement.  Captain  Johnson  withdrew  the  regiment  and 
formed  on  the  right  of  Colonel  Wilkin's  command,  but  it  was  now 
7.30,  and  darkness  threw  her  mantle  over  the  scene,  and  we  retired  to 
the  rear.  The  regiment  left  the  field  in  good  order,  but  Avithout  ammu- 
nition. Company  F,  in  retiring  from  the  first  position,  inclined  too 
much  to  the  right,  and  became  separated  from  the  regiment  and  did 
not  join  it  until  after  dark,  but  did  good  work  and  nobly  contested 
every  step  as  they  retreated.  Captain  Foster,  having  now  come  up 
with  Company  F,  took  command  of  the  regiment,  and  the  retreat  was 
continued  all  night,  during  which  the  men  of  my  command  picked  up 
ammunition  thrown  away  by  the  troops  in  their  advance,  so  that  on 
arriving  at  Eipley,  early  the  morning  of  the  11th,  they  were  found  to 
have  about  twenty-five  rounds  ])er  man.  Up  to  this  time  the  regiment 
was  still  in  good  order,  a  distinct  organization,  and  with  the  Fifty-fifth 
Avas  formed  in  line  and  held  the  closely  pursuing  enemy  in  check  until 
all  the  infantry  had  succeeded  in  getting  out  of  town;  but  here,  unfor- 
tunately, the  enemy's  cavalry  getting  in  tlieir  rear,  they  became  sepa- 
rated, some  getting  out  on  the  Salem  roatl,  but  the  greater  part,  under 
Captain  Foster,  taking  the  road  to  Saulsbury.  Colonel  Wilkin  com- 
manded the  infantry  column  that  took  this  road,  numbering  in  all  about 
1,800  men,  of  Avhieh  number  about  250  were  of  my  command  and  200 
were  of  the  Fifty-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry.    The  colored  troops 
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marched  in  tlie  rear  the  entire  distance  to  Oo]]iervi]le,maufiilly  defend- 
ing the  rear  of  the  column,  which,  during  all  the  afternoon  of  Sunday, 
the  12th,  from  La.  Grange  to  near  La  Fayette,  was  closely  i)ursued  and 
constantly  engaged  by  the  enemy's  cavalry.  Saturday  we  stopped 
eighteen  miles  from  Kipley;  Sunday  night  about  three  miles  east  of 
La  Fayette,  and  Monday,  about  3  ]).  m.,  met  the  train  about  four  miles 
west  of  Oollierville,  and  reached  this  place  Monday  evening.  Of  the 
column  that  took  the  Salem  road  at  Itipley  eleven  officers  and  fifty-six 
men  reached  this  x)]ace  Sunday  evening. 

I  went  into  the  engagement  Avith  27  commissioned  oflftcers  and  577 
men.  My  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  is,  up  to  the  present, 
3  commissioned  oflBcers  and  143  enlisted  men.  The  officers  missing  are. 
First  Lieut.  Timothy  H.  Ward  and  Second  Lieut.  Seth  Wheaton,  both 
known  to  be  prisoners,  and  First  Lieut.  William  Herring  not  heard  from. 

Where  every  man  did  his  whole  duty  it  was  impossible  to  discriminate, 
but  Captain  Foster  requests  special'  mention  be  made  of  First  Lieut. 
Andrew  J.  Henderson  and  Secjond  Lieut.  Jacob  K.  Kleinknecht,  who 
commanded  the  rear  guard  on  Sunday,  for  their  coolness  and  courage 
in  successfully  and  continually  beating  back  the  insolent  foe  for  more 
than  twenty  miles  of  the  march. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

■  ItOBT.  COWDEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  Fifty-ninth  U.  H.  Colored  Infantry. 

Lieut.  A.  F.  Ateey, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Report  of  Maj.  James  C.  Foster,  Fifty-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  of 
expedition  from  La  Orange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-31,  1864.* 

Headquarters  Fifty-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  i)art  taken 
by  my  regiment  in  the  late  expedition  into  Mississippi  under  command 
of  Major-General  Smith : 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  headquarters  District^of  Mem- 
phis I  left  camp  at  5  a.  m.  Jiiue  27,  and  marched  to  Memphis  and  Charles- 
ton Depot,  where  I  embarked  at  8  a.  m.  and  proceeded  by  train  to  Moscow, 
Tenn.,  and  reported  to  Col.  E,  Boutou,  commanding  First  Brigade,  U.  S. 
Colored  Troops,  who  instructed  me  to  go  into  camp  and  await  further 
orders.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  June  I  received  orders  to  break 
camp  at  8  o'clock  the  following  morning  and  inarch  to  La  Grange,  which 
I  did,  reaching  that  place  at  11  a.  m.,  and  went  into  camp  south  of  town 
in  the  bottom.  Here  I  remained  until  July  5,  when  I  was  ordered  to 
break  uji  camp  at  5.30  p.  in.  and  march  to  Uavis'  Mills,  live  miles  south. 
Tlie  marcih  was  resumed  next  morning  and  continued  daily,  passing 
through  Ripley,  Miss.,  on  the  8th  instant,  crossing  the  Tallahatchie  on 
the  9th,  reaching  Pontotoc  on  the  11th,  where  the  entire  force  rested  on 
the  12th. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  entire  expedition  started  out,  taking 
tlie  Tupelo  road.  The  Sixty -first  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  was  in  rear  of 
all  except  cavalry,  my  regiment  next  to  Sixty-first.  Soon  after  leaving 
camp  the  enemy  attacked  our  rear,  and  about  11  a.  m.  I  was  ordered 
into  position  on  the  left  of  the  road  to  check  his  advance.  Batt«ry  I, 
Second  U.  S.  Colored  Artillery,  was  on  my  right,  and  the  Sixty-first  U. 

»  See  p.  247. 
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S.  Colored  Infantry  still  to  the  right  of  the  battery.  After  Avaiting  in 
thi>s  jwsition  a  few  minutes,  and  the  enemy  not  a^jproaching,  the  Sixty- 
first  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  and  one  section  of  the  battery  were  with- 
drawn, and  I  was  ordered  to  support  the  remaining  section  of  the  artil- 
lery, under  Captain  Smith.  To  this  end  I  placed  two  companies  to  the 
left,  under  Capt.  H.  Pox,  and  three  companies  on  the  right,  under  Capt. 
N.  E.  Smock,  holding  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  in  reserve.  By  the 
cloud  of  rising  dust  it  was  evident  the  enemy  was  advancing  in  force. 
Captain  Smith  opened  on  them  with  his  battery,  but  with  what  effect  I 
could  not  tell.  The  enemy  was  coming  up  ou  both  flanks  when  I  sent 
two  companies,  under  Capt.  M.  M.  Covan,  about  120  yards  to  our  right 
and  one  company ,'under  Lieut.  Jacob  Schwartz,  the  same  distance  to  the 
left  of  the  road.  The  rear  of  our  column  being  now  some  distance  in 
advance  Captain  Smith  withdrew  his  battery,  and  I  was  ordered  to  re- 
tire with  my  regiment,  leaving  a  strong  skirmish  linetoprotect  the  rear. 
I  then  ordered  Capt.  H.  Pox  to  deploy  Companies  B  and  Has  skirmish- 
ers, and  sent  orders  to  the  other  companies  to  fallback  and  join  the  reg- 
iment in  a  wood  a  short  distance  in  the  rear.  But  before  the  movement 
began  the  enemy  fired  on  us,  which  we  returned  with  considerable  effect, 
checking  the  advancing  column  after  a  few  minutes'  sharp  fighting.  My 
entire  command  fell  back  in  good  order,  without  further  interruption, 
except  from  a  few  shells  which  passed  over  or  fell  around  us  without 
effect.  Several  times  during  the  day  I  was  ordered  into  position  for 
attack,  but  each  time  was  ordered  to  retire  before  the  enemy  came  in 
reach  of  our  rifles.  The  march  was  continued  until  9  p.  m.,  when  we 
reached  Harrisbtirg  and  encami)ed  for  the  night. 

Early  the  next  morning  I  was  ordered  to  take  a  position  in  the  edge 
of  an  open  field  south  of  town,  on  a  slight  elevation,  with  a  thick  growth 
of  timber  in  front.  This  position  I  held  without  serious  opposition 
until  dark,  when  was  ordered  to  retire  with  my  regiment  about  300 
yards  to  the  edge  of  the  timber  to  camp,  which  I  did,  leaving  my 
picket-line  to  occupy  the  old  line  of  battle.  About  10  p.  m.  it  became 
evident  my  i)icket-line  was  being  driven  in,  and  I  was  ordered  to  move 
forward  and  occupy  my  old  Une,  which  I  did  after  a  sharp  little  fight. 
This  position  I  held  until  8  a.  m.  next  morning,  when  was  ordered  to 
retire  to  Vagon  train.  After  resting  here  a  tew  minutes  the  wagon 
train  commenced  moving  out  on  the  EUistown  road,  and  I  was  ordered 
to  distribute  my  command  through  the  train,  one  company  to  twenty 
wagons.  We  marched  in  this  order  to  Old  Town  Creek,  where  we 
q3,mped  for  the  night. 

Early  the  next  morning  we  resumed  the  march,  taking  the  road  to 
New  Albany.  The  return  march  had  now  fairly  begun,  which  was  con- 
tinued by  way  of  New  Albany  and  Salem,  reaching  La  Grange,  Tenn., 
on  the  20th  instant,  where  we  remained  until  the  evening  of  the  22d, 
when  we  embarked  on  railroad  train  for  this  place,  which  we  reached 
about  1  a.  m.  the  23d  of  July. 

The  following  is  a  correct  list  of  casualties  :* 

All  officers  and  soldiers  of  my  command  behaved  with  great  gallantry 
ou  every  occasion  of  meeting  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  C.  POSTER, 
Major  Fifty-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  Comdg.  Kegiment. 

Lieut.  A.  F.  Avery, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Brigade,  JJ.  8.  Colored  Troops. 

*Noinmal  list  (ouiitteil)  shows  1  enlisted  man  killed,  10  enlisted  men  wounded,  and 
3  enlieted  men  missing. 
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Report  of  Muj.  Gen.  David  S.  Stanley,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth 
Army  Corps,  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sep- 
tember 29-November  13, 1864.* 

Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Huntsvilh,  Ala.,  February  25, 1865. 

Report  of  the  services  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps  from  the  time  of 
separating  from  Greneral  Sherman's  army  at  Gaylesville,  Ala.,  to  and 
including  the  battle  of  Franklin,  Tenn. : 

About  the  1st  of  October  it  was  first  known  that  the  rebel  army  under 
Hood  had  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  and  was  moving  north  upon 
the  railroad  to  Chattanooga.  On  the  3d  the  Fourth  Corps  moved  in 
pursuit  of  the  rebel  army,  being  the  leading  corps  of  our  army.  The 
route  in  following  Hood  took  us  first  to  Marietta;  thence,  via  Pine  Top 
and  Lost  Mountain,  to  AUatoona  and  Kingston;  from  Kiiigston  to 
Rome,  where,  finding  that  Hood  had  struck  the  railroad  north  of  Ee- 
saca,  the  corps  marched  to  Eesaca,  and,  with  the  Fourteenth  Corps, 
crossed  Rocky  Face  Mountain  just  north  of  Snake  Creek  Gap,  compel- 
ling the  enemy  to  relinquish  his  hold  upon  that  pass.  Our  course,  fol- 
lowing in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  led  us  through  Ship's  Gap  and  down  the 
Chattooga  Valley  to  Gaylesville,  Ala.  The  marching  was  severe,  but 
in  the  entire  campaign,  though  the  enemy  could  be  seen  on  two  occasions 
from  the  mountains,  1  do  not  know  that  a  gun  was  fired  in  the  corps 
at  the  enemy.  We  were  lying  quietly  in  the  valley  of  the  Chattooga, 
gathering  our  subsistence  and  forage  from  the  country,  when,  upon  the 
26th  of  October,  a  reconnaissance  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  down 
the  Coosa  confirmed  the  rei)orts  we  had  received  that  Hood's  entire 
army  had  moved  off  toward  the  Tennessee  River.  On  the  same  day  I 
received  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  104,  directing  me  to  move  the  entire 
corps,  sick  included,  via  Aljjine  and  Winston's  Gap,  to  Chattanooga  or 
Bridgeport,  as  circumstances  might  require.  It  was  thougJit  I  would 
receive  instructions  on  tlie  way  from  General  Thomas.  The  Second  Di- 
vision, commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  G.  D.  Wagner,  which  had  been  de- 
tached and  at  Chattanooga,  joined  at  Alpine.  On  the  28th  the  corps 
reached  La  Fayette,  General  Grose's  brigade,  of  the  Second  Division, 
only  taking  the  route  via  Winston's  on  account  of  the  very  difficult 
mountain  road. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  I  received  a  dispatch,  via  Valley  Head, 
from  Major-General  Thomas  in  Nash^alle,  directing  me  to  march  td,, 
Stevenson.  Orders  were  sent  to  General  Grose  to  cross  Sand  MountsaK 
to  Bridgeport,  and  the  main  body  of  the  corps  the  same  evening  reached 
the  vicinity  of  Chattanooga.  A  dispatch  from  General  Thomas  was 
received  in  the  evening,  directing  the  corps  to  move  along  the  railroad, 
to  be  picked  up  by  cars  as  they  could  be,  and  to  move  to  Huntsville  or 
to  Athens  as  early  as  possible.  Upon  consultation  with  Mr.  Tindall, 
the  railroad  superintendent  at  Chattanooga,  it  was  found  that,  owing 
to  the  superior  facilities  for  loading  troops  at  Chattanooga,  the  corps 
could  be  soonest  embarked  at  that  point.  General  Wood's  division  (the 
Third)  Avere  all  started  before  noon.  No  artillery  or  transportation  was 
taken;  officers'  horses  were  only  transported.  A  dispatch  was  received 
from  Major-General  Thomas  directing  me  to  march  to  Pulaski  upon 
arriving  at  Athens,  unless  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  not 
yet  crossed  the  Tennessee  River.  I  followed  the  Third  Division  myself, 
and  arrived  at  Athens  about  9  o'clock  the  morning  of  the  31st.    Here 

'  See  p.  576. 
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we  first  knew  definitely  tliat  the  enejny  liad  crossed  at  Florence,  by  a 
copy  of  a  disi)atcli  from  General  Oroxtou,  forwarded  uie  by  General 
Gianger.  A  dispatch  Avas  also  received  from  General  Thomas  at  V2 
m.,  directinj^r  that  the  leading  division  of  the  corps  march  at  once  to 
Pulaski  and  prepare  to  defend  that  place,  the  rest  of  the  corjjs  to  close 
up  as  rapidly  as  possible,  the  artillery  to  come  by  railroad,  the  supply 
train  to  march  by  Decherd  and  Fayetteville. 

About  2  p.  m.  1  left  Athens  with  the  Third  Division  for  Pulaski. 
Just  as  I  was  leaving  I  received  a  dispatch  from  Brig.  Gen.  K.  S. 
Granger,  saying  the  enemy  was  in  large  force  at  Brown's  Ferry,  and 
he  anticipated  they  would  try  to  force  a  crossing.  As  I  was  leaving 
Athens  and  could  give  no  assistance,  I  advised  him  that  if  the  enemy 
did  cross  an  infantry  force  at  Brown's  Ferry,  Athens  should  be  evacu- 
ated, as  the  garrison  would  be  liable  to  capture.  Athens  was  evacuated 
upon  false  rumors.  At  4  ]).  m.  the  same  afternoon,  by  General 
R.  S.  Granger's  order,  a  very  considerable  amount  of  public  property 
was  destroyed,  although  no  enemy  had  shown  themselves  between  Elk 
River  and  the  Tennessee. 

The  troops  Avere  put  in  motion  at  4  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  1st 
of  November.  They  forded  Elk  River  and  breakfasted  at  Elkton,  and 
reached  Pulaski  at  4  o'clock  in  the  evening.  I  found  General  Hatch 
with  his  division  of  cavalry  at  Pulaski,  and  by  General  Thomas'  order 
directed  him  to  await  further  orders,  instead  of  pushing  on  to  overtake 
General  Sherman,  as  first  ordered.  On  the  2d  I  learned  that  Hood's 
army  was  in  force  in  Florence  and  intrenching.  I  also  learned  definitely 
that  a.  pontoon  bridge  was  laid  at  Florence.  The  same  day  Wood's 
division  commenced  intrenching  our  position  at  Pulaski. 

By  the  4th  all  the  infantry  of  the  cori)S,  excepting  Kirby's  brigade  of 
the  First  Division,  Avith  the  trains,  had  joined  at  Pulaski.  On  the  same 
day  General  Hatch's  command  was  sent  to  connect  with  Croxton's  right  at 
Bough's  Factory,  to  watch  the  enemy  and  keep  him  at  Florence  as  long 
as  possible.  The  defenses  of  Pulaski  were  put  under  the  direction  of 
Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Wood,  and  were  rapidly  pushed  forward  to  com- 
pletion, forming  a  formidable  line  in  intreuchments  around  the  village 
of  Pulaski.  General  Hatch,  in  command  of  the  cavalry,  observing  Hood's 
army  at  Florence,  disposed  his  forces  so  judiciously  that  not  a  move- 
ment of  any  consequence  could  be  made  by  the  enemy  in  any  direction 
that  we  were  not  immediately  apprised  of  it,  and  it  is  very  much  to 
the  credit  of  this  excellent  cavalry  officer  that  for  nearly  one  month  he 
4HWkintained  a  line  of  pickets  and  outposts  fifty  miles  in  extent  and  nearly 
sTirrouudiug  the  rebel  force  of  infantry,  and  the  latter  part  of  the  time 
cavalry,and  gave  timely  notice  of  their  first  advance  northward,  and  that 
without  any  serious  loss  in  his  command.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  STANLEY, 

Major-  Oeneral. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  D.  Whipple, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


'  For  coutinuution  of  report,  relating  to  Fraukliu,  &c.,  see  Vol.  XLV,  Part  I. 
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Abey's  (John  D.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  13th  Regiment. 

Abraham's  (Lot)  Cavalry.     See  loiva  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Acker's  (George  S.)  Cavalry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  0th  Regiment. 

Adaire's  (Thomas N.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regiment. 

Adams'  (Wirt)  Cavalry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate. 

Amsden's  (Marcus)  Artillery.     Sec  Wisconsin  Troops,  12th  Batterij. 

Anderson's  (Paul  F.)  Cavalry.     See  Baxter  Smith's  Cavalry,  post. 

Andrews'  (Julius  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Texas  Troops,  S2d  Regiment. 

Archer's  (Samson  M.)  Infantry.     See  Iowa  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Armstrong's  (John  F.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  5th  Regiment. 

Amdt's  (Albert  F.  K.)  Artillery.     See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  B. 

Arthur's  (William)  Artillery.     Sec  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  G. 

Asper's  (Joel  F.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  171st  Regiment. 

Auxier's  (John  B.)  Infantry.     See  Eentncky  Troops,  Union,  39th  Regiment. 

Bachmann's  (Charles)  Cavalry.     Sec  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  16th  Regiment. 

Baker's  (Hendrick  D.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  35th  Regiment. 

Baker's  (John  J.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Baker's  (Samuel  E.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  47th  Regiment. 

Barbour  Artillery.    See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate. 

Barger's  (Harrison  C.)  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  D. 

Barnes'  (George  F.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  16th  Regiment. 

Bamett's  (Charles  M.)  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  I. 

Barteau's  (Clark  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Beach's  (Albert  F.)  Artillery.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  A. 

Beauregard's  (Een^T.)  Artillery.     See  Thomas  B.  Ferguson's  Artillery,  post. 

Bell's  (William  B.)     Infantry.     See  Iowa  Troops,  Sth  Regiment. 

Bentley's  (Charles  S.)  Cavalry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Berry's  Command.     (Official  designation  not  of  record.)     See   Captain  Berry. 

Berry's  (Benjamin  C.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  114th  Regiment. 

Bierbower's  (Frederick  H.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  40th  Regiment. 

Bivens'  (Samuel)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Blake's  (Edgar  W.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  1.3th  Regiment. 

Bloodgood's  (Edward)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Bolivar  County  Militia.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate. 

Bolton's  (William  H.)  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  L. 

Borris'  (Herman)  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  RegimetU,  Battery  A. 

Bo-wen's  (Edwin  A.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  52d  Regiment. 

Boyd's  (Wesley)  Infantry.     See  IlUnoit  Troops,  52d  Regiment. 

Boyd's  (William  S.)  Infantry.     Sec  Illinois  Troops,  66th  Regiment. 

Bradford's  (J.D.)  Scouts,  Cavalry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate. 

Bradford's  (Eobert  Y.)  Cavalry.    See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment. 

'*  Keferences,  unless  otherwise  indicated,  are  to  index  following. 
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Bradford's  (William  M.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  39th  Regiment. 

Brant's  (Jefferson  E.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  SSth  Segimeni. 

Bringhurst's  (Thomas  H.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  46th  Mcgiment. 

Brown's  (Andrew  J.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment. 

Brown's  (Henry  D.)  Infantry.    See  Illinois  Troops,  105th  Regiment. 

Brown's   (John  Mason)  Infantry.     Sae  Kentucky  Troops,  Unian,  45th  Regiment. 

Brown's  (J.  W.)  Artillery.     See  John  W.  Morton,  jr.'s.  Artillery,  iwsf. 

Brown's  (Richard  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  12th  Regiment. 

Brown's  (Robert  B.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Browne's  (Thomas  M.)  Cavalry.    See  Indiana  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Brownlow's  (John  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  0th  Regiment. 

Brumback's  (Jefferson)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  95th  Regiment. 

Brunner's  (John  F.)  Artillery.     See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  H. 

Buckingham's  (Philo  B.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  SOth  Regiment. 

Burgh's  (Henry  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Bums'  (Richard)  Artillery.     See  Indiana  Troops,  3d  Battery. 

Burton's  (James  E.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  33d  Regiment. 

Burton's  (Josiah  H.)  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  F. 

Busey's  (Samuel  T.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  76th  Regiment. 

Byrd's  (A.  B.)  Artillery.     See  Macbeth  Artillery,  post. 

Cage's  (John  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Confederate  Troops,  Regulars,  14th  Regiment. 

Callicott's  (John  A.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  Z9th  Regiment. 

Cameron's  (Charles  A.)  Infantry.     See  Iowa  Troops,  39th  Regiment. 

Campbell's  Command.     (Officialdesignationnotof  record.)     Sec  Captain  Campbell. 

Campbell's  (Franklin)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  81st  Regiment. 

Campbell's  (Isaac  N.)  Infantry.    See  Ohio  Troops,  115th  Regiment. 

Campbell's  (S.  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Campbell's  (William  J.)  Infantry.     See  Iowa  Troojis,  14th  Regiment. 

Carter's  (George  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Texa^  Troops,  Slst  Regiment. 

Carter's  (Nathan  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Cassell's   (Jacob  T.)  Cavalry.      See  Kentucky   Troops,    Confederate,  M  Battalion, 

Special. 
Caswell's  (Theodore  D.)  Sharpshooters.     See  Georgia  Troops,  4th  Battalion. 
Chalarou's  (J.  Adolph)  Artillery.    See  Washington  Artillery,  post,  5th  Battery. 
Chapmcin's  (Fletcher  H.)  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  B. 
Chapman's  (James  F.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  1,3th  Regiment. 
Chatfield's  (Harvey  S.)  Infantry.     See  2few  York  Troops,  102d  Regiinent. 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade  Artillery.    See  Illinois  Troops. 
Clarke's  (George  R.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  113th  Regiment. 
Clay's  (Hiland  H.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  t02d  Regiment. 
Cleveland's   (William  J.)   Infantry.      Sec    Tennessee   Troops,    Union,  1st  Regiment 

{mounted). 
Cobb's  (Amasa)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  43d  Regiment. 
Cobb's  (T.  J.)  Scouts.     See  Texas  Troops. 

Cochran's  (Joel  T.)  Infantry.    See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  7th  Regiment. 
Coffman's  (James  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment. 
Cogswell's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
Coleman's  (David)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  39th  Regiment. 
Coleman's  (John  P.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  6th  Regiment. 
Cook's  (George  W.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  125th  Regiment. 
Cook's  (Jeremiah  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  3d  Regiment. 
Corbin's  (Henry  C.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  14ih  Regiment. 
Coulter's  (Edward)  Infantry.     See  loica  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 
Cowden's  (Robert)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  59th  Regiment.. 
Cox's  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See   Union  Troops,  Colored,  100th  Regiment. 
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Cram's  (Orrin  W.)  Artillery.    See  Illinois  Troops,  1st  Eegimeni,  liaUeri/  E. 

Crane's  (Alexander  B.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  S5th  Regiment. 

Crane's  (Nirom  M.)  Infantry.    SeeJVeio  York  Troops,  107th  Regiment. 

Craven's  (Hervey)  InfeUitry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  S9th  Regiment. 

Cresson's  (Cbarles  C.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  73d  Regiment. 

Crossland's  (Edward)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  7th  Regiment. 

Culpeper's  (James  F.)  Artillery.     See  Palmetto  Battalion,  ArtilUry,  post,  Battery  C. 

Curry's  (Amos  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Missouri  Troopa,  Union,  10th  Regiment. 

Curtis'  (Elijah  P.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  39th  Regiment. 

Dade  County  Home  Guards.     Sec  Georgia  Troops. 

Dale's  (Nicholas  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Davenport's  (Rodolphiis)  Home  Guards.     See  Dade  County  Home  Guards,  ante. 

Davis'  (Bndraan  K.)  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  F. 

Davis'  (Euss  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  10th  Regiment. 

Davrson's  Command.     (Official  designation  not  of  record.)     See  Colonel  Dmrson. 

Deakins'  (James  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  Sth  Regiment. 

Dee's  (Edward  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Joiea  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

De  Gress'  (Francis)  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Balterij  H. 

De  Groat's  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  3Sd  Regiment. 

Denton's  (James  F.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,    Capital 

Guards. 
Dibrell's  (George  G.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 
Dickins'  (John  W.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  100th  Regiment. 
Doane's  (Elisha)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  33d  Regiment. 
Duck^vorth's  (John  A.)  Infantry.     See  loxi'a  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
Duckworth's  (William  L.)  Cavalry.     St^e  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 
Duff's  (William  L.)  Cavalry.    See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate,  Sth  Regiment. 
DufBeld's  (George)  Cavalry.     See  Iowa  Troops,  Sd  Regiment. 
Dunn's  (Robert)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  Sth  Regiment. 
Dnrbin's  (Lorenzo  D.)  Infantry.     See  Iowa  Troops,  iOih  Regiment. 
Dutton's  (Everell  F.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  105th  Regiment. 
Eaton's  (Charles  G.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  72d  Regiment. 
Eberhart's  (Gustavus  A.)  Infantry.     See  Iowa  Troops,  3Sd  Regiment. 
Echte's  (George)  Artillery.     See  Missouri  Troojys,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  F. 
Edson's  (James  C.)  Infantry.     See  Minnesota  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 
Edwards'  (John  S.)  Cavalry.     Sec  Indiana  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
Elliott's  (Thomas)  Infantry.     See  New  Tork  Troops,  60th  Regiment. 
Erdelmeyer's  (Frank)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  33d  Regiment. 
Espy's  (Harvey  J.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  6Sth  Regiment. 
Ewing's  (Frank  M.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  65th  Regiment. 
Faulkner's  (W.  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  12th  Regiment. 
Fenton's  (Frank  B.)  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  A. 
Ferguson's  (Thomas  B.)  Artillery.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 
Ferrell's  (Coleman  B.)  Artillery.     See  Georgia  Troops. 
Fish's  (John  T.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 
Fisher's  (James  M.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  93d  Regiment. 
Fitch's  (John  A.)  Artillery.     Sec  Illinois  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  E. 
Flood's  (James  P.)  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troojis,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  C. 
Forrest's  Escort,  Cavalry.     See  Forrest  Guards,  post. 
Forrest  Guards,  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 
Forrest's  (Jesse  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Andrew  X.  Wilson's  Cavalry,  post. 
Forrest's  (Nathan  B.)  Cavalry  Regiment.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 
Forsse's  (Eric)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  57th  Regiment. 
Foster's  (James  C.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  59th  Regiment. 
Frost's  (Silas  D.)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  12th  Regiment. 
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Fyah's  (Robert  W.)  Infantry.     Sec  Missouri  Troops,  X'mon,  Sdth  Regiment. 

Gable's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  101st  liegimeni. 

Gage's  (Joseph  S.). Infantry.     See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  S9th  Regiment. 

Garis'  (Conrad)  Infantry.     See  OMo  Troops,  IGSth  Regiment. 

Gay's  (William  H.)  Artillery.     See  loica  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

George's  (J.  N.)  Cavalry.     See  M.  I).  Morelnnd's  Caralrij,  post. 

Gid.  Nelson  Artillery.     See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate. 

Ginn's  (Thomas  J.)  Artillery.     See  Indiana  Troops,  3d  liattery. 

Given's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  102d  Regiment. 

Gober's  (Daniel)  Cavalry.*     See  Louisiana  Troops,  18th  Battalion. 

Graessle's  (Frederick)  Artillery.     Sec  Missouri  Troops,  Union. 

Gray's  (Clark)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  93d  Regiment. 

Grider's  (John  H.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucki/  Troops,  Union,  52d  Regiment. 

Grifi&n's  (Daniel  F.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  SSth  Regiment. 

GrifiStb's  (Patrick)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  46tli  Regiment. 

Gri£Btbs'  (Joseph  M.)  Infantry.     See  Iowa  Troops,  ,39th  Regiment. 

Grumbach's  (Nicholas)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  149th  Regiment. 

Hall's  (John  P.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  56tli  Regiment. 

Hampton's  (Ezekiel  H.)  Infantry.      See  North  Carolina  Troops,   Confederate,  29th 

Regiment. 
Hanna's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  50th  Regiment. 
Hanson's  (Ferdinand)  Cavalry.     See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  4th  Regiment. 
Harris'  (Abram)  Cavalry.     See  Texas  Troops,  14th.  Regiment. 
Harris'  (Frederick  H.)  Infantry.     See  Neiv  Jersey  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 
Harrison's  (Isham)  Cavalry.    See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confednrate,  (>th  Regiment. 
Haslip's  (Amos  M.)  Infantry.     See  Iowa  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 
Ha'wley's  (Chauncey  G.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
Havrley's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Heath's  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  33d  Regiment. 
Heelan's  (Philip  R.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  5Sth  Regiment. 
Helmrich's  (Gustav  von)  Cavalry.     See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  4th  Regiment. 
Herrick's  (Thomas  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Kansas  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 
Hess'  (Joseph  C.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 
Hill's  Dragoons.     (Official  designation  not  of  record. )     See  Captain  Hill. 
Hill's  (Sylvester  G.)  Infantry.     See  Iowa  Troops,  35th  Regiment. 
Hockman's  (Joseph)  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  7). 
Holland's  Cavalry.     (Official  designation  not  of  record.)     See  Captain  Holland. 
Holmes'  (Eugene)  Artillery.     See  Louisiana  Troops. 

Holt's  (Gustavus  A.  C.)  Infantry.     See  Kentuehy  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regiment. 
Horn's  (Henry)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  50th  Regiment. 
Home's  (J.  Clay)  Infantry.     See  Eentnehy  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regiment. 
Hornsby's  (James  H.)  Cavalry.     Sec  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  9th  Regiment 
Horton's  (Charles  C.)  Cavalry.     See  Iowa  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
Houghton's  (Moses  B.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Hubbard's  (Charles  A.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  93d  Regiment. 
Hudson's  (Alfred)  Artillery.     See  I'ettus  Flying  Artillery,  post. 
Huff's  (Eldred)  Cavalry.     See  Iowa  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 
Hughes'  (Samuel  T.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 
Hulburd's  (Edwin  M.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  ISth  Regiment 
Hurlbut's  (Frederick  J.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  57th  Regiment. 
Hutchison's  (Jonathan)  Infantry.     See  Iowa  Troops,  32d  Regiment. 
Hyde's  (Charles  W.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  Wisconsin  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  B. 
Hynds'(David  J.)  Infantry.    See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  Sd  Regiment,  P.  A. 
Indiana  Legion.    Sec  Indiana  Troops. 
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lugerton's  (William  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  13th  Rcgimmt. 

Issaquena  Coixnty  Militia.     ^e.6'Miss%ssij)j>i  Troops,  Confederate. 

Jackson's  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.     Sec  Wisconsin  Troops,  ISth  Ilegiment. 

Jackson's  (John  C.)  Cavalry.     Sec  Forrest  Guards,  Caralrij,  ante. 

Jeunison's  (Samuel  P.)  Infantry.     Sec  Minnesota  Troops,  10th  Itegiment. 

Jessee's  (George  M.)  Cavalry.     See  Confederate  Troops,  Regulars,  Gth  Boltalwii. 

Johnson's Bush'wliackers.    (Official  designation  notof  record.)    See Johnson. 

Johnson's  (Henry  W.)  Infantry.     Sec  Union  Troops,  Colored,  oOth  Itegiment. 

Johnson's  (Samuel  F.)  Infantry.     Sec  Ecntucly  Troops,  Union,  52d  Itegiment. 

Jones'  (J.  Blackburn)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  G8th  Itegiment. 

Jones'  (John  J.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  40th  Regiment. 

Jones'  (Newton)  Cavalry    See  Wisconsin  Troops,  1st  Itegiment. 

Jordan's  (David  M.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  6Gth  Regiment. 

Jordan's  (Thomas  J.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Joyce's  (Peter)  Artillery.     See  Missouri  Troops,  Union. 

Junior  Reserves,  Infantry.     Sec  Korth  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Karge's  (Joseph)  Cavalry.     See  A'eio  Jersey  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Keenon's  (Edgar)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  36th  Regiment,  Unrolled 
Militia. 

Kellam's  (Alphonzo  G.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troopis,  S2d  Regiment. 

Kelley's  (David  C.)  Cavalry.     Sec  Nathan  B.  Forrest's  Cavalry  Regiment,  ante. 

Kendrick's  (Frank  A.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  61st  Regiment. 

Kent's  (Loren)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  29th  Regiment. 

Kentucky  Scouts,  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Capital 
Guards. 

King's  (John  F.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  114th  Regiment. 

Kinney's  (Thomas  J.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  119th  Regiment. 

Kirk's  (George  W.)  Infantry.     Sec  North  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Regiment  {mounled). 

Kitchen's  (Marcus  L.  W.)  Cavalry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Knispel's  (Charles  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  4th  Regiment. 

Koehler's  (Robert)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Kolb's  (Renbcu  F.)  Artillery.     See  Barbour  Artillery,  a/i/c. 

Lademann's  (Otto  C.)  Artillery.*     See  Ohio  Troops,  4th  Battery. 

Lamberg's  (Carl  Adolph)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  2d  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery F. 

Lee's  (Henry  S.)  Artillery.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  7th  Battery. 

Lilly's  (Ell)  Cavalry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  9th  Regiment, 

Logwood's  (Thomas  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Francis  M.  Steioart's  Cavalry,  post. 

Louisville  Dragoons,  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union. 

Lovell's  (Frederick  S.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  33d  Regiment. 

Low's  (James  H.)  Infantry.     Sec  Indiana  Troops,  SSth  Regiment. 

Lowe's  (Edgar  M.)  Infantry.     Sec  Union  Troops,  Colored,  55th  Regiment. 

Lowell's  (John  W.)  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  G. 

McBath's  (William  R.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Macbeth  Artillery.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

McCay's  (Robert  C.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate,  SfSth  Itegiment. 

McConnell's  (Hcury  K.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Trooi>s,  71st  Itegiment. 

McDonald's  (James  H.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  OOth  Regiment. 

McKe'aig's  (George  W.)  Infantry.     Sec  Illinois  Troops,  120lh  Regiment. 

McKenzie's  (George  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

McKowen's  (John  C.)  Cavalry.     See  Frank  P.  Powers'  Cavalry,  post. 

McLaughlin's  (James  R.)  Infantry.     Sec  Ohio  Troops,  98th  Regiment. 

McLemore's  (William  S.)  Cavalry.     Sec  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

McNeely's  (Charles  C.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment. 
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McReynolds'  (James  H.)  Infantry.     Seo  Texas  Troops,  0th  Regiment. 

McReynolds'  (Richard  W.)  Artillery.     See  KeniimhiJ  Troops,  Union,  Battery  C. 

McWilliams'  (Robert)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  117th  Eeyiment. 

Maddock's  (John)  Artillery.     See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  D. 

Mahon's  (Samuel)  Infantry.     See  Iowa  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Main's  (Zalmon  S.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  5Sd  Regiment. 

Marsh's  (Josiah  F.)  Infantry.     See  Minnesota  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Marshall's  (William  R.)  Infantry..    See  Minnesota  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Martin's  (,Ioel  O.)  Infantry.     See  Neiv  York  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Martin's  (Samuel)  Infantry.     Seo  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  S7lh  Regiment. 

Mattocks'  (Eli)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  52d  Regiment. 

Mebane's  (John  W.)  Artillery.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Meigs'  (Josiah  V.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  A. 

Merriam's  (Jouathan)  Infantry.     Seo  Illinois  Troops,  117th  Regiment. 

Merriman's  (Harvey  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Merriman's  (Wlieelock  S.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  IMh  Regiment. 

Metham's  (Preu.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  SOlh  Regiment. 

Miller's  (Jolni  K.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  I'roops,  Union,  13th  Regiment. 

Miner's  (George  G.)  Cavalry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Minnis'  (John  B.)  Cavali"y.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  Sd  Regiment. 

Mitchell's  (William  D.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  39th  Regiment. 

Montgomery's  (W.  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate. 

Moore's  (Charles  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Iowa  Troops,  Sd.Regiment. 

Moore's  (Edwin)  Infantry.     See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Slst  Regiment. 

Moore's  (Hanson  D.)  Infantry.     Seo  Indiana  Troops,  68th  Regiment. 

Moore's  (John  M.)  Cavalry.     Seo  Indiana  Troops,  7ih  Regiment. 

Moore's  (Risdoii  M.)  Infantry.     Sec  Illinois  Troops,  117th  Regiment. 

Moore's  (William  C.)  Infantry.     See  MicMgan  Troops,  18th  Regiment. 

Moreland's  (M.  D.)  Cavalry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate. 

Morgan's  (Thomas)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  74th  Regiment. 

Morgan's  (Thomas  J.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  14th  Regiment. 

Morris'  (Alfred)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  66th  Regiment. 

Morton's  (John  W.,  jr.)  Artillery.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Mueller's  (Michael)  Artillery.     See  Indiana  Troops,  6th  Battery. 

Mumford's  (Horace  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Murray's  (William  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment. 

Neely's  (James  J.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

BTeet's  (Frederick  R.)  Cavalry.     See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  10th  Regiment. 

Neihardt's  (Isaac  D.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  (ilh  Regiment, 

Neville's  (John  AV.)  Artillery.     Sec  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  Battery  C. 

Nei^ysom's  (John  F.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Nichols'  (Erastus  A.)  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  L. 

Nickliu's  (Benjamin  S.)  Artillery.     See  Indiana  Troops,  13th  Battery. 

Nixon's  (George  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Noble's  (John  W.)  Cavalry.     See  loxea  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Ogden's  (Frederick  N.)  Cavalry."     See  Louisiana  Troops,  0th  Battalion. 

Osliurn's  (Nerval)  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  F. 

Owens'  (James  A.)  Artillery.     See  Arkansas  Troops. 

Ozburn's  (W.  H.)  Artillery.     See  Coleman  B.  FerrelVs  Artillery,  ante. 

Palmetto  Battalion,  Artillery.     See  <Soit//i  Carolina  Troops. 

Pardee's  (Henry  C.)  Infantry.     Seo  Conneetieut  Troops,  30th  Regiment. 

Parsons'  (Joseph  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  9th  Regiment. 

Parsons'  (William  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Texas  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Patterson's  (Josiah)  Cavalry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  Regiment. 
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Patterson's  (William  J.)  Artillery.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  1st  Battalion,  Bat- 
tery E. 
Patton's  (Samuel  K.N.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  Sih  liegiment. 
Pease's  (Phineas)  Infantry.     Sec  Illinois  Troops,  49ih  liegiment. 
Pelham  Cadets,  Infantry.    Soo  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate. 
Perrin's  (Hector)  Infeintry.     Sec  Illinois  Troops,  7ih  liegimenl. 
Peters'  (John  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Iowa  Troops,  4ih  liegiment. 
Pettus  Flying  Artillery.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate. 
Phillips'  (J.  W.)  Artillery.     See  John  W.  Mehmufs  Arlillerij,  ante. 
Pickens'  (Samuel  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  3d  liegiment. 
Pierce's  (Abial  R.)  Cavalry.     See  Iowa  Troops,  4th  liegiment. 
Pinson's  (E.  A.)  Cavalry.     Sec  Mississippi  Troops,  Coiifederaiv,  1st  liegiment. 
Piatt's  (Wesley)  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  liegiment,  Battery  K. 
Pointe  Coupee  Artillery.     See  Louisiana  Troops. 
PoUeys'  (James  W.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  14th  liegiment. 
Poyreis'  (Edwin  H.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  oolh  liegiment. 
Powers'  (Frank  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Louisiana  Troops. 
Preble's  (Joshua  S.)  Heavy  Artillery.     Sec  Ohio  Troops,  Isl  liegiment. 
Prentice's  (Clarence  J.)  Cavalry.     See  Confederate  Troops,  liegulars,  7th  Battalion. 
Prescott's  (Mark  H.)  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troops,  1st  liegiment.  Battery  C. 
Presson's  (Reuben  B.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  SSfh  Ecgimeiit. 
Preston's'(Simon  M.)  Infantry.     Sec  Union  Troops,  Colored,  5Sth liegiment. 
Price's  (Horatio  M.)  Artillery.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  7th  liegiment. 
Prosser's  (William  F.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  Sd  Regiment. 
Ragan's  (Zachariah  S.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  70th  Regiment. 

Kandolph's  Scouts.      (Official  desifciiatiou  not  of  rccorrl.)      See Randolph. 

Rawles'  (Jacob  B.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment,  Battery  G. 

Rawson's  (Eugene  A.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  73d  Regiment. 

Ray's  (W.  Augustus)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  40th  Regiment. 

Redfield's  (James)  Infantry.     See  Iowa  Troops,  .19th  Regiment. 

Reed's  (Alfred)  Cavalry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Reed's  (Joseph  E.)  Artillery.     Sec  Iowa  Troops,  3d  Battery. 

Reed's  (Myron  W.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  ISth  Regiment. 

Reeve's  (Arthur  T. )  Infantry .     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  Soth  Regiment. 

Reeves'  (Thomas  H.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  4ih  Regiment. 

Rheinlander's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  35th  Regiment. 

Rice's  (T.  AV.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Richardson's  (Robert  V.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Richart's  (Robert  S.)  Cavalry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  12th  liegiment. 

Richman's  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Rider's  (Godfrey,  jr.)  Infantry.     Sect  Massachusetts  Troops,  3Sd  Regiment. 

Ridgway's  (S.  Paine)  Infantry.     See  Kentncky  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  liegiment. 

Riggs'  (Charles  R.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  61st  Regiment. 

Rinaker's  (John  I.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  123d  Regiment. 

Roach's  (Thomas  K.)  Infantry.     Sec  Illinois  Troops,  137th  Regiment. 

Rogers'  (Andrew  W.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  Slst  Regiment. 

Ro'wrett's  (Richard)  Infantry.     Sec  Illinois  Troops,  7th  liegimenl. 

Roy's  (William)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Indiana  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Russell's  (Robert  M.)  Cavalry.     Sec  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Ruth's  Command.     (Official  designation  not  of  record.)     See  Captain  Ruth. 

Savs-yers'  (.John  M.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  Sth  Regiment. 

Saylor's  (Tliomas)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  3f)lh  liegimenl. 

Scaife's  (H.  F.)  Artillery.     Se(i  Mnclieih  Jrlillery,  ante. 

Scott's  (John  S.)  Cavalry.     See  Louisiana  Trooi>s,  1st  liegimenl. 

Selden's  (Joseph)  Artillery.     See  Cliil.  Nelson  Artillery,  ante. 

Shacklett's  (Absalom  R.)  Infantry.    See  livnluchj  Troops,  Confederal!;  Klb  liegiment 
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Shepard's  (Hugh)  Infantry.    See  Illinois  Troops,  ISM  Regiment. 

Sherman's  (Josiah  H.)  Infantry.    See  Indiana  Troops,  85th  Segimcnt. 

Shorey's  (Samuel  O.)  Cavalry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Shoup's  (Samuel  N.)  Infantry.     Sec  Illinois  Troops,  114th  Regiment. 

Shy's  (William  M.)  Infantry.     Sec  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  SOth  Regiment. 

Simonson's  (Samuel  E.  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Simpson's  (James  G.)  Artillery.     See  IVisconsin  Troops,  6t1i  Battery. 

Skelton's  (Joseph  W.)  Cavalry.     Sec  Indiana  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Sloan's  (Thomas  S.)  Artillery.     See  I'cnnsylvania  Troops,  Battery  E. 

Slocomb's  (Cnthbert  H.)  Artillery.     S<?e  Washington  Ariillvry,  post,  5th  Battery. 

Smith's  (Alfred  B.)  Infantry.     See  Kcw  York  Troops,  150th  Regiment. 

Smith's  (Baxter)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Smith's  (Charles  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Smith's  (D.  Howard.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentueky  Troops,  Confederate,  5th  Regiment. 

Smith's  (Louis  B.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  Sd  Regiment,  Battery  I. 

Suodgrass'  (Alexander  T.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Spencer's  (George  E.)  Cavalry.     Sec  Alabama  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Stackhouse's  (William  P.)  Artillery.     Sec  Indiana  Troopis,  10th  Battery. 

Starling's  (Edmund  A.)  Infantry.     See  Kentuclcy  Troops,  Union,  Solh  Regiment. 

Starr's  (Mathew  H.)  Cavalry.     Sec  Illinois  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Stevrart's  (Francis  M.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Stibbs'  (John  H.)  Infantry.    See  loiea  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Stockdale's  (Thomas  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Mississixtpi  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regi- 
ment. 

Strong's  (Joel  W.)  Infantry.    See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  10th  Regiment. 

Stuart's  (James  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate. 

Suman's  (Isaac  C.  B.)  Infantry.    Sec  Indiana  Troops,  0th  Regiment. 

Svrtndler's  (Richard  O.)  Infantry.     Sec  Ohio  Troops,  171st  Regiment. 

Tate's  (Thomas  S.,  jr.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  12th  Regiment. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  First  [Seventh]  Cavalry.  See  William  L.  Duckworth's 
Cavalry,  ante. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  Second  Cavalry.     See  Clarh  R.  Barteau's  Cavalry,  ante. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  Fourth  Cavalry.  See  William  S.  MeZemore's  Cavalry, 
an  te. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  Fourth  [Eighth]  Cavalry.  See  Baxter  Smith's  Cavalry, 
ante. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  Fifth  Cavalry.     Sec  George  W.  McKemie's  Caralry,  ante. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  Eighth  [Thirteenth]  Cavalry.  See  George  G.  Dibrell's 
Cavalry,  ante. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  Twelfth  Cavalry.  See  Robert  V.  Richardson's  Cavalry, 
ante. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  Thirteenth  [Fourteenth]  Cavalry.  See  James  J.  Neely's 
Cavalry,  ante. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  Fifteenth  [Twentieth]  Cavalry.  See  Robert  M.  Russell's 
Cavalry,  ante. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  Sixteenth  Cavalry.  See  Andrew  N.  Wilson's  Cavalry, 
post. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  Sixteenth  [Fifteenth]  Cavalry.  See  Francis  M.  Stewart's 
Cavalry,  ante. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  Nineteenth  [Eighteenth]  Cavalry.  See  John  F.  Neiesom's 
Cavalry,  ante. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  Twenty-first  [Sixteenth]  Cavalry.  See  Andrew  N.  Wil- 
son's Cavalry,  post. 

Texas  Legion,  Cavalry.     See  Texas  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 

Thomas'  (Do  Witt  C.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  OSd  Regiment. 

Thomas'  (William  H.)  Legion.    See  Korlh  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 
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Thomson's  (David)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  S2d  Regiment. 
Thrall's  (James  C.)  Artillery.     See  Arkansau  Troops. 
Tillson's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 
Tobin's  (James)  Artillery.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  1st  Battalion,  Battery  A. 
Tool's  (Samuel)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confedei-ate,  3d  Regiment,  I'.  A. 
Tribble's  (Thomas  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 
Trowbridge's  (Luther  S.)  Cavalry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 
Tumbull's  (William  W.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  SSd  Regiment. 
Tyler's  (H.  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Kevtnclcij  Troops,  Canfedei-aie,  ISth  Regiment. 
Vail's  (Nicholas  J.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  14th  Regiment. 
Van  Steenburg's  (Liuas)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  o7th  Regiment. 
Van  Voorhis'  (Koert  S. )  Infantry.     See  J!few  York  Troops,  1.37th  Regiment. 
Vernon's  (Maris  E.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  78th  Regiment. 
Vrooman's  (Shuler  S.)  Cavalry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Wade's  (Alfred  B.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troo2)S,  73d  Regiment. 
Wade's  (James  F.)  Cavalry.*     See  Union  Troojis,  Colored,  5th  Regiment. 
Walker's  (Thomas  M.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  111th  Regiment. 
Wallace's  (Martin  E.M.)  Cavalry.     Sea  Illinois  Troops,  4ih  Regiment. 
Walton's  (Edwin  S.)  Artillery.     See  Petlus  Flying  Artillery,  ante. 
Warren's  (James M.)  Cavalry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  5th  Regiment. 
Warren's  (William  H.)  Cavalry.     Sac  Alalmma  Troops,  Confederate. 
Washington  Artillery.     See  Louisiana- Troops. 
Washington  County  Militia.    See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate. 
Waterhouse's  (Allen  C.)  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  E. 
Watkins'  (Hezekiah)  Infantry.     SeeJVero  York  Troops,  143d  Regiment. 
Waul's  (Thomas  N.)  Legion.     See  Texas  Troops. 

Weatherford's  (James  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  13th  Regiment. 
Welker's  (Frederick)  Artillery.      Sec  Missouri  Troops,    Union,  1st  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery S, 
White's  (Eben)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 
White's  (Giles  E.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  68th  Regiment. 
White's  (Raleigh  E.)  Cavalry.     See  James  J.  Neely's  Cavalry,  ante. 
White's  (William  B.)  Infantry.     See  Missouri  Troo2>s,  Union,  10th  Regiment. 
Wilcox's  (Christopher  C.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  13th  Regiment. 
Wilcox's  (Edward  P.)  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  A. 
Williams'  (H.  L.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  70th  Regiment. 
Williams'  (James  M.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  D-oops,  Confederate,  Slst  Regiment. 
Williams'  (J.T.)  Cavalry.     Sec  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate. 
Williams'  (Martin  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  10th  Regiment. 
Williamson's  (Thomas  G.)  Cavalry.     Sec  Indiana  Troops,  lOlh  Regiment. 
Willis'  (Leonidas)  Cavalry.     See  Hiomas  N.  Waul's  Legion,  ante. 
Wilson's  (Andrew  N.)  Cavalry.      See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 
Wilson's  (.James  A.)  Infantry.     Sec  Illinois  Troops,  41st  Regiment. 
Wilson's  (James  C.)  Cavalry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  l.Wi  Regiment. 
Wilson's  (.John  C.)  Infantry.     See  Jlentueky  Ti-oops,  Union,  47th  Regiment. 
Windes'  (F.  M.)  Cavalry.     See  Alahama  Troops,  Confederate,  4tU  Regiment  {Roddey's). 
Wood's  (Eohcrt  C,  jr.)  Cavalry.     See  Wirt  Adams'  Cavalry,  ante. 
Woods'  (William  W.)  Cavalry.     Sea  Iowa  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 
Wright's  (Henry  F.)  Cavalry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 
Wright's  (John  T.)  Cavalry.     See  Confederate  Troops,  Regulars,  8th  Regiment. 
Wright's  (Myron  T.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  29th  Regiment. 
Yerger's  (William  S.)  Cavalry.     See  Wirt  Adams'  Cavalry,  ante. 
Toung's  (George  F.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  178th  Regiment. 
Zickerick's  (William)  Artillery.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  12th  Battery. 

"*  Temporarily  coiumaiidiug. 
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Page. 
Abandoned  and  Captured  Property. 

Destruction  of,  ordered.     Commuuieatioii  from  William  T.  SlicTiiiaii 771 

Lists  of.     Commuuioatious  from 

Goodvyin,  John 227 

Russell,  J.  B 227 

Severson,  C.  S 226 

Abbeville,  Miss.     Skirmisli  iit,  Aug.  23,  IHGi.     See  Oxford,  MinK.     iixpcditiou 
from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  A  uij.  ISO,  1S64.     llepuris  of 
Gilbert,  .Tames  I.  Hubbard,  Lucius  F.  Kelley,  David  C. 

See  also  itinerary  of  1st  Viv.,  IGih  Army  Coiys,  p.  IJ71. 

Abbott,  Philander  S.    Mentioned 352 

Abel,  Oramel  H.    Mentioned 112, 113, 169, 194,  260 

Abercrombie,  'Wiley.    Mentioned 819 

Abey,  John  D.    Report  of  skirmisli  at  Kddyvillc,  Ky.,  Oct.  18,  18G4 876 

Abraham,  Lot.    Mentioned ; 139, 140,  145, 146,  306 

Acker,  George  S.    Mentioned 46 

Acres, .    Mentioned 554 

Acwortb,  Ga.  Skirmisli  at,  Oct.  4,  1804.  Hoe  North  tlnorgia  <iiit1  North  Jla- 
hama.  Oxierations  in,  Sept.  S9-Nor.  1^,1SG4.  Itcporls  of  Hood,  \). 
802;  Stewart,  Ti>.Si2.  See  also  Shoiiji's  Journal,  jk  806;  Sarvie's 
Journal,  p.  809. 

Adaire,  Thomas  N.    Mentioned 815, 817 

Adams,  B.  J.,  Steamer.     Mentioned 572 

Adams,  Daniel  'W.     Mentioned 430,  797 

Adams,  Frank.    Mentioned 415 

Adams,  John  Q. 

Mentioned 592,736-739 

Report  of  operations  iu  North  (.'eornia  and  Noitli  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 ---- 739 

Adams,  Robert  N.     Mentioned 767,777,783 

Adams,  Wirt. 

Mentioned 7,10,213,246,427,429 

Reports  of  expedition  from  Vieksbnifj;  1<>  Vazoo  (/ity,  Mi.ss.,  May  4-21,  1804, 
witliskirmislies  at  IHciitoii  (7th  and  Sltli),   at  I.m-e's  Plantation 

(15tli),  and  at  other  points 10,11 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  OfGce,  C.  S.  A. 
Correajiondence  with 

Maury,  Daliney  H 442,484 

War  Department,  C.  S 67 

Orders,  Special,  series  1864:  Nos.  205,  218.  80. 

(919) 
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Page. 
Adjutant-Greneral's  0£Bce,  IT.  S.  A.     Correspondeucc  with 

Mussey,  Reuben  D 526 

Sherman,  William  T - 89,529 

Sturgis,  SamuelD 101,102 

Thomas,  Georgi;  H 527,530 

Agee,  J.  E.     Mentioned 819 

Aheme,  D.    Mentioned 452, 454 

Akins, Samuel  B.-  Mentioned 520 

Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  East  Louisiana,  Department  of. 

Lee,  Stephen  D.,  assigned  to  command  of - 1 

Maury,  Dahncy  H.,  assigned  to  command  of 2 

Taylor,  Richiud,  assigned  to  command  of 3 

Alabama,  North.     See  North  A  labama. 
Alabama  Troops.    Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Ughtr— Battalions :  1st,  428.   Batteries  :  Baibour,  817 ;  Gid.  Nel- 
son, 812. 
Cavaiiy— Battalions  :  Stuart's,  362 ;  "Warren's,  231 ;  'Williams',  231.     Reg- 
iments: 4ith.(Boddmj' 8),  231,  U7;  5th,  323,362,549;  7th,  873,875;  More- 
land's,  231, 345; 
Infantry — Co/n/>an/es.- Felbam  Cadets,  428.     Regiments:  21st,  428, 441. 
Alabama  Troops.    Mentioned.     (Union.) 

Cavalry— fle^/me/ifs;  1st,  761, 768, 769, 776, 784. 

Alexander,  E.  B.    Mentioned 818,821 

Alexander's  Creek,  near  Saint  Prancisville,  La.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  5,  1864. 
See  Southwest  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana.  Operations  in,  Oct. 
2-11,  1864.    Beport  of  Scott,  p.  838. 

Alice,  Steamer.    Mentioned 864 

Allatoona,  Ga.    Engagement  at,  Oct.  5,  1864.     See  North  Georgia  and  North 
Alabama.     Operations  in,  Sept.  29-Nov.  IS,  1864.  •  Reports  of 
Adams,  John  Q.  Griffiths,  Joseph  M.  Osterhaiis,  Petor  J. 

Bachtell,  Samuel.  Hampton,  Ezekiel  E.  Perrin,  Hector. 

Cameron,  Charles  A.  Hanna,  William.  Kaum,  Green  B. 

Coleman,  David.  Harris,  Abram.  Sears,  Claudins  W. 

Corse,  John  M.  Hood,  John  B.  Sherfy,  "William  H. 

Edson,  James  C.  Howard,  Oliver  O.  Sherman,  "William  T. 

I'rench,  Samuel  G.  Jackson,  Charles  H.  Stewart,  Alexander  P. 

(larrard,  Kcniier.  Koehlcr,  Eobert.  Tourlellotte,  John  E. 

Gray,  Clarke.  McKeynolds,  James  U . 

See  a\in>  Fnllerton's  Journal,  i).  Hi)! ;  Cox's  Journal,  p.  790;  Slwup's  Journal,  ■p. 
806 ;  Earvu^s  Journal,  p.  809.     Also  Sketch,  p.  824. 
Allen,  B.  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Alston,  E.  A 78 

Martin,  Robert  M 78 

Mentioned 36,58,75,78,79 

Allen,  Charles  J.    Mentioned 411, 412, 414 

Allen,  C.  N. 

Correspondence  with  Peter  Mallett ., 236 

Mentioned 236 

Allen,  Edgar  L.    Mentioned 275 

Allen,  Robert.    Mentioned 31, 863 

Allen,  Theodore  F.    Mentioned 47 

AUen,  "William  "W.     (Confederate.)     Mentioned 727 

AUen,  "William  "W.     (Union.)    Mentioned 735,736,738-740 

Allin,  Philip  T.    Mentioned 398 

AUis,  "Wells.    Mentioned 117 
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Page. 
Alston,  R.  A. 

Correspondence  with 

AUen,  B.H .- 78 

Hawes,  Kichard 77 

Morgan,  John  H 77 

Mentioned 75,893 

Alvord,  Thompson.    Mentioned 819 

Ames,  Albert  A.    Mentioned 273 

Ammen,  Jacob. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 352,558 

Mentioned • 234, 461, 886, 888,  889 

Reports  of 

East  Tennessee.     Breckinridge's  advance  into,  Nov.  4-17, 1864 886, 887 

Southwestern  Virginia.      Kaids  from  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee 

into,  Sept.  20-Oct.  17,  1864 558 

Ammen,  William  P.    Mentioned 367 

Amsden,  Marcus.    Mentioned 74g,  762 

Anderson,  Charles  C. 
Correspondence  with 

Farragut,  David  G 417, 418 

Granger,  Gordon 417,418 

Mentioned 426,427,429,430,436-438,442 

Anderson,  Charles  ^W.     Mentioned 222, 223, 226, 230, 542, 549 

Anderson,  Edvrard.     Mentioned 462 

Anderson,  H.  T.    Mentioned 819 

Anderson,  J.  R. 

Correspondence  with  John  C.  Vaughn 563 

Mentioned 563 

Anderson,  Pauir.     Mentioned 501 

Andre-vrs,  E.    Mentioned 877 

Andrews,  John  T.  E.    Mentioned 434, 435 

Andrews,  JuliusA.     Mentioned 815,817,819,822 

Andrews,  Norman  S.    Mentioned 71 

Anna,  Steamer.    Mentioned 869,870 

Antioch  Church,  Ala.    Skirmish  near,  Aug.  18-19, 1864.     See  Moultoii,  Ala. 
Expedition  from,  Decatur  to,  etc.,  Aug.  17-20,  18Gi. 

Appel,  Charles  A.    Mentioned 495 

Appleget,  Adrian  S.    Mentioned 134 

Archer,  Samson  M. 

Correspondence  with  Alexander  P.  Stewart 759 

Mentioned 747,752 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,  1864 758 

Arkansas  Troops.    Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light— flarter/es  ;  Owens',  11 ;  Thrall's,  334, 870, 871, 874, 875. 

Armer, .    Mentioned 51,54 

Armstrong,  Andre'w  (Leander).    Testimony  of.     Sturgis  Board  of  Investi- 
gation         198 

Armstrong,  Charles.    Mentioned 787 

Armstrong,  Frank  C. 
Correspondence  with 

French,  Samuel  G 816 

Ross,  Lawrence  S ^01 

Mentioned 611, 686, 687, 725, 727-729, 769, 783, 808, 812, 816 
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Armstrong,  John  F.    Eeport  of  scout  in  Lincoln  County,  Tenn.,  July  12-15, 

1864 ; 357 

Armstrong,  JohnW.    Mciitioned 43 

Armstrong,  Luther.    Mentioned 275 

Armstrong,  M.  W.    Mentioned 819 

Army  Corps,  16th. 

Abolished,  Nov.  7,  1864 5 

ItinerarieB. 

Mower,  Joseph  A.  (1st  Division).    Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn., 

to  Oxford,  Miss.,  Aug.  1-30,  1864 371 

Waring,  George  E.,  jr.  (Ist  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division).    Skirmish  near 

Mount  Pleasant,  Miss.,  May  22, 1864 17 

Army  Corps,  17th.    Itinerary  of  Frederick  A.  Starring  (1st  Brigade,  1st  Di- 
vision).   Expedition  from  Vicksburg  to  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  July 

10-17,1864,  etc 355 

Army  Corps,  23d.    See  Ohio,  Army  of  the. 

Amdt,  Albert  F.  R.    Mentioned 741,  743, 744 

Amett,  John'W.    Mentioned 31,33,38,62 

Arnold,  Major.    Mentioned 370 

Arnold,  J.  Robert.    Mentioned 231 

Arnold,  Richard.    Mentioned 424 

Arthur,  William.    Mentioned 476 

Asboth,  Alexander.    Mentioned 828, 829 

Ashwood,  Miss.    Skirmish  at,  June  25, 1864 2 

Asper,  Joel  F. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  H.  Hobson , CI 

Mentioned 31-36,61-64 

Eeport  of  Morgan's  Eaid  into  Kentucky,  May  31-Juue  20, 1864 55 

Athens,  Ala. 

Action  at,  and  surrender  of,  Sept.  24, 1864.  See  Northern  Alabama  and 
Middle  Tennessee.  Forrest's  Jtaid  into,  Sept.  IG-Oct.  10, 1864.  Be- 
2>orts  of 

Campbell,  Wallace.  Granger,  Robert  S.                       EouBsean,  Lovell  H. 

FoiTest,  Natban  :^.  Marcb,  Henry  C.                           Starkweather,  John  C. 
Skirmishes  at. 

Sept.  23, 1864.  See  Nortliern  Alabama  and  Middle  Tennessee.     Forrest's 
Maid  into,  Sept.  IG-Oct.  10,  18G4.    Uepm-ts  of 

Forrest,  Nathan  B.  March,  Henry  C.                           Starkweather,  John  C. 
Granger,  Robert  S. 

Oct.  1-2, 1864.     See  Northern  Alabama  and  Middle  Tennessee.    Forrest's 
Raid  into,   Sept.   16-Oet.   10,   18G4.      Reports  of    Wade,   p.   509; 
Granger,  p.  517. 
Athens,  Tenn. 

Pursuit  of  Confederates  from,  into  North  Carolina.    See  North  Carolina. 
Pursuit  of  Confederates  from  Athens,  Tenn.,  into,  Aug.  1-3, 18G4,  etc. 
Skirmish  at,  Aug.  1, 1864.     See  North  Carolina.    Pursuit  of  Confederates  from 
Athens,  Tenn.,  into,  Aug.  1-3, 1SG4,  etc. 

Atherton,  George.    Mentioned 881 

Atkin,  Richard.    Mentioned 525 

Atkins, .    Mentioned 232 

Atkins,  Smith  D.    Mentioned 729 

Atkinson,  John.    Mentioned 710 
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.    ,  Pase. 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

Expeditious  from. 

Oct.  11-14, 1864.    See  Flat  Creek,  Ga.    Expedition  from  Atlanta  to,  and 

skiniiiishcs,  etc. 
Oct.  26-20,  1864.     Sec  Trickum's  Crosa-lioada,  Ga.     Expedition  from  At- 
lanta to,  etc. 
Skirmishes  near. 

Nov.  6, 1864.     See  McDonough  Road,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.    Skirmish  on,  etc. 
Nov.  9, 1864.     See  North   Georgia  and  North  Alahama.     Operations  in, 
Sept.  S9-Nov.  13,  18G4.    Reports  of 

Barnum.Henry  A.  Grumbacli, Nicholas.  Thomson,  David. 

Brant,  Jefferson  E.  Harris,  Frederick  H.  Van  Voorlija,  Koert  S. 

Carman,  Ezra  A.  Pardee,  Alio,  jr.  Ward,  William  T. 

Chatiield,  Harvey  S.  Kobinson,  James  S.  Williams,  Alpheus  S. 

Uustin,  Daniel.  Koss,  Samuel.  Wright,  Myron  T. 

Geary,  John  W.  Selfridge,  James  L. 

AtweU,  Samuel.    Mentioned 755,756 

Aurora,  Steamer.    Mentioned 539,540 

Austin,  JohuE.     Mentioned 609 

Austin,  S.  B.    Mentioned 494 

Ausier,  John  B.    Mentioned .: 44 

AvereU,  WUliam  W.    Mentioned 65, 76 

Avery,  Colonel.    Mentioned 236 

Avery,  A.  C.    Mentioned 854 

Avery,  Albert  P.    Mentioned 905 

Avery,  William  H.  H.    Mentioned 715 

Ayer,  Ellis  W.    Mentioned 828 

Ayers,  Henry    Mentioned ,592,593 

Ayers,  Oliver  C.    Mentioned 765, 785-787 

Bachmann,  Charles.    Mentioned 46 

Bachtell,  Samuel. 

Mentioned 736 

Eeport  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,  1864 591 

Bailey,  David  M.    Mentioned 110 

Bailey,  Joseph. 

Mentioned 499 

Report  of  expeditions  from  Mobile  Bay  to  Bousecours  aud  Fish  Kivers, 

Ala.,  Sept.  9-11,  1864 498 

Bainbridge,  Edmund  C.    Mentioned 665, 669 

Bainbridge,  Tenn.    Skirmish  at,  Oct.  30,  1864 5 

Baird,  Absalom. 

Mentioned 592,598,599,622,635,636 

Eeport  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 646 

Baker,  Clarence  W.    Mentioned 715 

Baker,  Hendrick  D. 

Mentioned 360 

Reports  of 

Big  Spring,  Ky.    Scout  from  Munfordville  to,  July  13-15, 1864 358 

Meade  and  Breckinridge  Counties,  Ky.     Scout  in.  May  5, 1864 11, 12 

Baker,  John  J.    Mentioned 688 

Baker,  Iiosson  P.    Mentioned *80 

Baker,  Nathaniel  B.    Mentioned 146 

Baker,  Rienzi  H.    Mentioned  703 
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Baker,  Samuel  R.    Keport  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenu.,  to  Oxford, 

Miss.,  Aug.  1-30,  1864 ' 374 

Baker,  Timothy.    Mentioned 354 

Ball,  Bphraim.    Report  of  aflair  at  Crittenden,  Ky .,  Jnnc  27,  1864 241 

Ball,  Jesse  "W.    Mentioned 335 

Bandjr,  Jacob  P.    Mentioned 318 

Banks,  G.  T.   Mentioned 328 

Banks,  RoUa.   Mentioned 272 

Bannerman.  G.  H.  Mentioned 818 

Barber,  Josiah.    Mentioned 105, 113, 260 

Bard,  Benjamin  P.    Mentioned 310 

BardstO'wn,  Ky.     Skirmish  near,  Aug.  1, 1864.     See  Eastern  Kentucky.     Ope- 
rations in,  Aug.  1-31,  1864,  etc. 

Bargar,  Simon.    Mentioned 758 

Barger,  Harrison  C.    Mentioned 704, 705 

Barker,  John  B.    Mentioned 758 

Barksdale,  James  A.    Mentioned 228 

Barnes,  Greorge  P. 

Mentioned 559 

Report  of  operations  in  East  Tennessee,  Sept.lO-Oct.  13,1864,  including  skir- 
mishes (Sept. 28)  at  Leesburg  and  (Sept.  30)  at  Dnvall's  Ford.. .      502 
Bamett,  Thomas  T.    Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo, 

Ml8s.,July  5-21,  1864 350 

Barnum,  Henry  A. 

Mentioned 663,668,678 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 673 

Barrett,  P.  S. 

Correspondence  with  Gabriel  J.  Rains 434 

Mentioned 431,432 

Barriger,  John  W.    Mentioned 627 

Barry,  Robert.     Mentioned 445 

Barry,  'William  P.    Mentioned 793 

Barry,  William  S.    Mentioned 818 

Barteau,  Clark  R.    Mentioned 223, 228,  32.5,  326,  329, 332,  347,  542 

Bartlett,  Aurelius  T.    Mentioned 275 

Bascom,  Gustavus  M.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  M.  Schofield. 
Bate,  'William  B. 

Mentioned 720.721.723 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 826 

Bates,  Jesse  P.    Mentioned 818, 823 

Bates,  Philip.    Mentioned 466 

Bayliss,  Albert.    Mentioned 51, 55 

Bayou  Macon,  La.    Expedition  from  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  to.    Sec  Gaines'  Land- 
ing aiid  Bayou  Macon,  La.     Expedition  from  Vickshurg,  Miss.,  to, 
Nov.  6-8,  1864. 
Bayou  Sara,  La. 

Skirmishes  at  and  near,  Oct.  4, 1864 828 

Skirmishes  near,  Oct.  9-10, 1864 828 

Beach,  Albert  P. 

Mentioned 697, 698, 700, 703-705 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 706 
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Bean,  Onslow.    Mentioned 848 

Bean's  Station,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at,  June  14, 1864 2 

Skirmish  near,  Oct.  10, 1864.     See   Thorn  Hill,  near  Bean's  Station,    Tenn. 
Skirmish  at,  etc. 
Beardstown,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at.     See  Lobelville  and  Seardstmen,  Tenn.    Slir- 

mishes  at,  Sept.  S7,  1864. 
Beauregard,  G.  T. 

Assumes  commiind  of  Military  Division  of  the  West,  east  of  the  Missi8sip))i 

River,  Oct.  17, 1864 4 

Correspondence  with 

Forrest,  Nathan  B 800 

Hood,  John  B 798-801 

Mentioned 600, 694,  703, 706,  729, 791, 797-803, 807, 860, 869 

Reports  of 

North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  in,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 

1864 795,796,798 

West  Tennessee.    Forrest's  Raid  into,  Oct.  16-Nov.  10, 1864 868 

Beauregard,  Rene  T.    Mentioned 827 

Beckwitb,  Amos.    Mentioned 665, 668 

Beebe,  Alpheus  M.    Mentioned 713 

Beebe,  George.    Mentioned 882 

Beebee,  M.  J.    Mentioned 448 

Beeler,  Abraham.    Mentioned 880-882 

Beeson,  Benjamin.    Mentioned 525 

Belden,  "W.  Scott.    Mentioned 96,155,162,178 

Belknap,  William  W.     Mentioned 732,788 

Bell,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 855 

Bell,  Tyree  H. 

Mentioned 88, 137, 183,  203, 222-226, 228,  229, 231,  259,  320,  322,  323, 326, 329-332, 

334-337,  339,  340,  342,  343, 346,  470, 484,  542, 543,  .546, 547, 549, 862, 870-874 
Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 346 

Bell,  W^ilUam  B. 

Mentioned 471,473,474,483 

Report  of  attack  on  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Aug.  21, 1864 478 

Bell  Mines,  Ky.     Skirmish  .at,  July  13, 1864 2 

Belle  Saint  Louis,  Steamer. 

Attack  on,  at  Fort  Randolph,  Tenn.,  Oct.  27, 1864.     Reporis  of 

Jameson,  Williaui  H 880 

Kent,  Loren 881 

McArthur,  James  N -      879 

Mentioned 879-881 

Belzer, .    Mentioned 900 

Benedict,  Nelson.    Mentioned 423 

Bennett,  John  B.     Mentioned 597,602 

Bennett,  John  VT. 

Mentioned 426,443,444,45.3,454 

Reports  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23, 1864 449,  451 

Benson,  Oscar.    Mentioned 448 

Benson's  Bridge,  Ky.    Affair  near,  June  10, 1864.     See  Kentucky.    Morgan's 
Raid  into.  May  St-June  »,  i864.     Reports  of  Lindsey,  p.  50;  Mor- 
gan, p.  68. 
Bentley,  Charles  S.    Mentioned 832 
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Benton,  Miss.     Skirmishes  at,  May  7  and  9, 1864.     See  Tazoo  City,  Miss.     Ex- 
pedition from  Vickshurg  to.  May  4-Zl,  1864,  etc. 

Berry,  Captain.    Mentioned 493 

Berry,  Benjamin  C. 

Mentioned 2m,  260, 263 

Keport  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Teun.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 261 

Berry,  George  "W.    Mentioned 66 

Berry,  Samuel.    Mentioned 899 

Bertram,  Henry. 

Itinerary  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Au;;.  2-23, 1864 422 

Mentioned 422 

Bienvaie,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 416 

Bierbower,  Frederick  H.    Mentioned 39-41,43,71 

Bifile,  Jacob  B.    Mentioned 240,530,532,536 

Big  Cove  Valley,  Ala.     Skirmisli   in,  June  27, 1864.     Report  of  Robert  S. 

Richart 241 

Big  Pigeon  River,  Ky.     Skirmishes  at,  Nov.  5-6, 1864 5 

Big   Shanty,  Ga.     Skirmisli  at,  Oct.  3, 1864.     See  North   Georgia  avd  North 
Alabama.    Operations  in,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 1864.    Report  of  Stewart, 
p.  812.     See  also  Shotip's  Journal,  p.  806. 
Big  Spring,  Ky.     Scout  from  Munfordville  to,  July  13-15, 1864.     Report  of 

Hendrick  D.  Baker 358 

Billingsley,  John  M.    Mentioned 360 

Bingham,  Reginald  H.    Mentioned 110 

Birch,  W.  T.     Mentioned 12 

Biser,  Charles  T.     Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grunge,  Teini.,to  Oxford, 

Miss.,  Aug.  1-30, 1864 400 

Bivena,  Samuel. 

Mentioned 367 

Report  of  pursuit  of  Confederates  from  Athens,  Tenn.,  into  North  Carolina, 
Aug.  1-3,  1864,  and  skirmishes  (1st)  at  Athens,  Tenn.,  and  (2d) 

near  Murphy,  N.C 368 

B.  J.  Adams,  Steamer.    Mentioned 572 

Black,  Robert  J.    Mentioned 222 

Blackford,  Charles  M.     Correspondence  with  Milton  P.  Jarnagin 81 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr.     Mentioned 13,  255, 3.56, 581, 588,  635, 792 

Blair,  John  M.     Mentioned 651 

Blake,  Edgar  "W.     Mentioned 701, 703 

Blinn,  Henry  E.     Mentioned 525 

Blodgett,  Andrevr  T.    Mentioned 76.5,  785, 787 

Blood,  Alvin.     Mentioned 365 

Bloodgood,  Ed-ward. 

Mentioned 679, 680, 688, 690 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  20-Nov. 

13,1864 691 

Bloomfield,  Ky.     Skirmish  at,  Nov.  5, 1864.     Report  of  Samuel  Martin 898 

Blount  County,  Tenn.    Skirmish  in,  July  20, 1864 2 

Blue  Fond,  Ala.     Skirmish  at,  Oct.  20, 1864 577 

Blue  Springs,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Aug.  23, 1864.     See  OrpcjieWJ??,  Tcnii.     Pur- 
siiit  of  Confederates  to.  Jug.  31-33,  1864,  etc. 

Boals,  Albert  C.    Mentioned 540,541 

Board  of  Investigation.     Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into  Mississippi, 
June  1-13, 1864.     See  Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation. 


INDEX.  927 

Paite 

Boatman,  Isaac.    Mentioned 903 

Bodie,  Lyman  G.    Mentioned 620 

Bolcom,  Henry  C.    Mentioned 273 

BoUvar,  Miss.     Skirmish  near,  July  6, 1864.     See  Grand  Gnlf,  Minx.     JCxpe.di- 
tion  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to,  July  4-24,  1S64,  etc. 

Bolivar,  Tenn.    Skirmish  at.  May  2, 1864 1 

Bolton,  'Williani  H.    Mentioned 7 

Bond,  John  R.     Mentioned 789, 790 

Bones,  William.    Mentioned 688 

Bonsall,  Samuel.    Mentioned 682 

Bonsecours  and  Fish  Rivers,  Ala.     Expeditions  from  Moliilc  ]?;iy  to,  .Si-jit. 
9-11, 1864.    Keports  of 

Bailey,  Joseph _ 498 

Stone,  Clement  W _ 499^  500 

Boone,  Nathaniel.    Mentioned 546 

Booth,  Charles  A.    Mentioned 688 

Booth,  Edvrin  G.    Mentioned 444 

Borough,  Josiah.     Mentioned 256 

Borrell,  Joseph  J.     Mentioned 898 

Borrls,  Herman.    Mentioned 424 

Boughton,  Horace.     Mentioned 659 

Bouton,  Bdward. 

Mentioned 90,95,103-108,112, 

118, 119, 149,  157, 171, 181-184,  210-212,  217,  219, 249-253, 255, 257, 276, 905 

Rciiorts  of 

Mississipjii.     Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into,  Jnuel-13, 1864..       125 
Tupelo,  Miss.    Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  5-21, 1864.      300 

Testimony  of.    Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation 212-215 

Bovren,  Edvon  A.     Mentioned 772 

Bowie,  Allen  T.,  jr.    Mentioned 838 

Bowles,  R.  C.     Mentioned 444, 448 

Bovirling, .     Mentioned 713 

Boyce,  Joseph.    Mentioned 819 

Boyd,  Captain.    Mentioned 569 

Boyd,  Wesley.     Mentioned 772 

Boyd,  William  S.     Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Ala- 
bama, Sept.  29-Nov.  13,  1864 776 

Boyer,  Joseph  A.    Mentioned 479 

Boyle,  John  H.    Mentioned 52 

Bradford,  Robert  Y.    Report  of  scout  from  Columbus  io  Hickman,  Ky.,  July 

17-18,  1864 - '. 360 

Bradford^  William  L.    Mentioned 444, 447 

Bradford,  WiUiam  M.    Mentioned 895 

Bradley,  George.     Mentioned 273 

Bradshaw,  Benjamin  H.     Mentioned 245 

Bragg,  Braxton. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson 76 

War  Department,  C.  S ■■ 70 

Mentioned 70,76,804,805 

Braida,  Sigismund  von.    Mentioned 134 

Bramlette,  Thomas  E.     Mentioned 49,  51,  .52, 54, 55 

Brand,  William  H.     Mentioned 230 

Branham,  George  W.    Mentioned 134 
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Branson,  James  W.     Report  of  Confederate  raid  in  lluioii  County,  Tenn., 

Aug.  7,  1864 460 

Branson,  N.     Mentioned 461 

Brant,  Jefferson  B. 

Mentioned 605,669,680,688 

Report  of  operations  in  Nortli  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  8ept.  29-Nov. 

13,  186<1 689 

Brantly,  'William  F.     Mentioned 811 

Bray,  Nathaniel  K.     Mentioned 672 

Braymau,  Mason. 

Corrcspondeuco  with  Napoleon  J.  T.  Dana 549 

For  other  corrL'spondence,  see  Sturgis  Board  of  fnvestiiialion. 

Mentioned 147, 161,  460, 550, 570 

Report  of  expedition  from  Natchez,  Miss.,  to  Waterjiroof  and  Sicily  Isl- 
and, La.,  Sept.  26-30,  1864 572 

Breckinridge,  John  C. 
Correspondence  -n'ith 

Jarnagin,  Milton  P 83,84 

.Johnston,  J.  Stoddard 847 

Vaughn,  John  C 566,852,898 

Mentioned 81,  552, 554, 559, 561,  566,  847,  850, 852-854, 885, 886,  888,  889 

Reports  of 

East  Tennessee. 

Breckinridge's  advance  into,  Nov.  4-17,  1864 892 

Operations  in,  Oct.  10-28, 1864 847 

Southwestern  Virginia.     Raids  from  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee 

into,  Sept.  20-Oct.  17,  1864 559 

Breckinridge's  Advance  into  Bast  Tennessee.     See  East  Tennessee.     Breck- 

inridgi^s  Advance  into,  Nov.  4-17,  1S64. 
Breckinridge  County,  Ky.     Scout  in,  May  5,  1864.     Sec  Meade  and  Breckin- 
ridge Counties. 
Brent,  George  'William.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  G.  T.  Beaure- 
gard. 

Bre'wster,  Greorge  H.     Mentioned 711 

Brice's  Cross-Roads  (or  Tishomingo    Creek),  ueai'  Guntovrn,  Miss.     En- 
gagement at,  .Tune   10,  1864.     See  Mississippi .    Expedition  from 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  into,  June  1-13,  lS6i.     lieports  of 
Bouton,  Edward.  Grierson,  Benjamin  H.  Pierce,  Abial  R. 

Browne,  ThoinaB  M.  Hoge,  George  B.  Rogers,  Andrew  "W. 

Brumback,  Jefferson.  Lee,  Stephen  I).  Sturgis,  Samuel  D. 

Campbell,  Franklin.  McMillen,  "William  L.  Thomas,  Be  "Witt  C. 

Clarke,  George  K.  "Marsh,  Josiah  F.  AV.aring,  George  E.,  jr. 

Eaton,  Charles  G.  Noble,  John  W.  AVinslow,  Edward  F. 

Forrest,  Nalhan  B. 

See  also    Wilkin,  Grierson,  Waring,  and  McMillen   lo  Sturgis, iiyt.  96,  98,  100; 

Sturgis  lo  Sherman,  !>.  101;  Sturgis  to  Adjutant-General's  Office,   U. 

S.  A.,  pp.  101,  102. 

Bridgeman,  James  H.    Mentioned 477 

Brilliant,  No.  18,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 876 

Bilnghurst,  Thomas  H.    Mentioned 466 

Brisbin,  James  S.    Report  of  raids  from  Kentuckj'  and  East  Tennessee  into 

Southwestern  Virginia,  Sept.  20-Oct.  17,  1864 556 

Brooklyn,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 406, 407, 409, 415, 416, 443, 444 

Brooks,  Lowell  M.     Mentioned 61 
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Brott,  Elijah  C. 

Mentioned 864 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Pine  Bluff,  Tenn. ,  Aug.  20,  1864 467 

BroTvn,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 840, 841 

Brown,  Andrew  J.     Mentioned 846, 888, 889, 892 

Brown,  Charles.    Mentioned 12 

BrowTj,  Charles  P.     Mentioned 303 

Brown,  E.  W.     Mentioned 818 

Brown,  Francis  M.     Mentioned 361 

Brow^n,  G-eorge.    Mentioned 499 

Brow^n,  Henry.    Mentioned .' 54, 55 

Brown,  Henry  C.    Mentioned 688 

Brown,  Henry  D.     Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Ala- 
bama, Sept.  29-Nov.  13,  1864 ■ 685 

Brovrn,  James  G.     Mentioned 720 

Brown,  John.     Mentioned 308, 309,  311 

Brown,  John  C.     Mentioned 723 

Brown,  John  D.     Mentioned 141, 142, 306 

Brown,  John  Mason. 

Mentioned 22-27,  39, 46, 70-72,  76 

Report  of  Morgan's  Raid  into  Kentucky,  May  31-Jnne  20,  1864 43 

Brown,  J.  W.    Mentioned 543, 544, 871 

Brovrn,  Leonidas.    Mentioned 361 

Bro'wn,  Richard  H.     Mentioned 376 

Brown,  Robert  B.    Mentioned 651 

Brown,  Simeon  B.     Mentioned  .5 34,  65 

Brown,  Thomas.     Mentioned 308,  311 

Brown,  'William.    Mentioned 485 

Brown,  Yoder.     Mentioned 52, 54, 55 

Browne,  Thomas  M. 

Mentioned 132, 133 

Report  of  expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into  Mississippi,  .June  1-13, 

1864 134 

Brownlow,  John  B.     Mentioned 484-486,490,845,846 

Brow^ulow,  ■William  G.     Mentioned 888 

Brownsville,  Miss.     Skirmish  at,  Sept.  28, 1861 4 

Bruce,  E.  M.      Mentioned 75 

Brumback,  Jefferson. 

Mentioned 103,107,110,209,259 

Report  of  expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenu.,  into  Mississippi,  June  1-13, 

1864 116 

Bruner,  Malcolm.    Mentioned 749 

Bruner,  William.    Mentioned 708 

Brunner,  John  F.    Mentioned 744 

Buchanan,  Franklin. 

Mentioned 403,408,425,426,436,44.5,447,449,452,454 

Report  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23,  1864 443 

Buckingham,  Philo  B. 

Mentioned 679,680,693 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,  1864 692 

Buckland,  Henry  W. 

Mentioned 114,156,169,173,177,180 

Testimony  of.    Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation ,..,,,,..,,,,   177-179 
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Buckland,  Ralph  F. 

Mentioned 147, 160, 161, 164, 167, 185, 215, 469, 471, 472, 476, 479, 482 

Report  of  attack  on  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Aug.  21,  1864 472 

Buckner,  F.  M.    Mentioned 461 

Buckner,  Simon  B.    Mentioned 64,65,67,403 

Buck's  Peny  and  Farrar's  Plantation,  Miss.    Expeditions  from  Natchez, 
Miss.,  to,  and  skirmishes  en  route,  Sept.  19-22,  1864. 

Communication  from  Mason  Brayman 549 

Eeports  of 

Kent,  Loren 550 

Wemple,  Mindret 551 

Budlong,  Syria  M.    Mentioned 748 

Buford,  Abraham. 

Correspondence  with 

Granger,  Robert  S 516 

Johnson,  Gilbert  M.  L 516 

Wade,  Alfreds 511 

Mentioned 109,174, 

200, 209, 222-225, 229, 304, 320-323, 325-327, 333, 334, 336-338, 342, 344, 346- 
349, 509, 510, 516-519, 536, 542-546, 549, 586, 587,  630,  862, 867,  870-873, 875 
Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 329 

Buford,  Joseph.    Mentioned 6 

Buford,  Thomas.    Mentioned 51, 54 

Bullock,  Greorge  W.    Mentioned 700, 703 

Bullock,  Robert.    Mentioned 826 

Bullock,  "W.    Mentioned 236,237 

Bull's  Gap,  Tenn. 

Action  at,  Nov.  11-13,  1864.     See  Hast  Tennessee.     Breckinridge s  Advance 
into,  Nov.  4-17,  1864.    Reports  of 

Ammen,  Jacob.  Gillem,  Alvan  C.  Vaughn,  John  C. 

BreckiDridge,  John  C.  Thomas,  George  H. 

See  also  Gillem  to  Johnson,  p.  885. 
Skirmish  near,  Oct.  16,  1864.     See  East  Tennessee.     Operations  in,  Oct.  10- 
Z8,  1864.    Seporl  of  Vaughn,  p.  848. 

Bumbaugh,  T.  C.    Mentioned 440 

Bunch,  Samuel.    Mentioned 460 

Burbiidge,  Stephen  Q. 
Correspondence  with 

Hobson,  Edward  H 62, 70, 72 

Lincoln,  Abraham 27 

McLean,  Nathaniel  C 555 

Schofield,  JohnM 27,564 

War  Department,  U.  S 27 

Mentioned.  27, 28, 31, 33-35, 37-40, 44-46, 48, 49, 59-62, 66-70, 72, 75, 462, 554-556, 558 
Reports  of 

Kentucky.    Morgan's  Raid  into.  May  31-June  20, 1864 19-22 

Southwestern  Virginia.    Raids  from  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee 

into,  Sept.  20-Oct.  17,  1864 552 

Burden,  Levi.    Mentioned 354 

Burdick,  Augustus  A.     Mentioned 256, 268, 270 

Burford,  B.  S.    Mentioned 497 

Purge,  HartwellT.    Mentioned.,,,...,,,,,.,,...,,  .,..,,..„.. ......  487,503,876 
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Burgh,  Henry  B. 

Mentioned 302,304,315 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenu.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 316 

Burgher,  Mathew  B.    Mentioned 45 

Burleson,  Captain.    Mentioned 879 

Burley, .     Mentioned 520 

Burnett,  T.  L.     Mentioned 559 

Burnham,  Arthur  H. 

Correspondence  witli  Miles  D.  MeAlester 113 

Mentioned _  _ 411-413 

Burnham,  Horace  L.    Mentioned 77I 

Burns,  A.  P.    Mentioned 819 

Burns,  Richard. 

Mentioned 280,285,286 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Teun.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  .Jnlv  5-21, 

1864 " 294 

Burns,  William  S.    Mentioned 254 

Burt,  William  H.    Mentioned 273 

Burton,  Henry  H.    Mentioned 591^  593 

Burton,  James  B. 

Mentioned 688 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 688 

Burton,  Josiah  H.    Mentioned 741 

Burton,  William  T.    Mentioned 17 

Burtwell,  John  R.  B.     Mentioned 509 

Busey,  Samuel  T.    Mentioned 8 

Bushong,  J.  Dick. 

Correspondence  -with  John  C.  Vaughn 851 

Mentioned 848 

Butler,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 553 

Butler,  John  S. 

Correspondexxce  witli  Edward  H.  Hobson 71 

Mentioned 33,34,36,56,57 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  sec  Hdward  H.  Hohson. 

Butler,  R.  R.    Mentioned 888 

Buttrick,  Edwin  L. 

Mentioned 169,474 

Report  of  attack  on  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Aug.  21,  1864 177 

Buzzard  Roost  Gap,  Ga.    Combat  at,  Oct.  13-14,  1864 577 

Byhalia  (Miss.)  Road,  south  of  Collierville,  Tenn.     Skirmish  on  the,  July 

2,1864.     Report  of  David  B.  Henderson 242 

Bynum,  H.  H.     Mentioned 335 

Bynum,  Tom.    Mentioned 838 

Byrd,  A.  B. 

Mentioned 853 

Report  of  operations  in  East  Tennessee,  Oct.  10-28,  1864 856 

Byrd,  William  A.     Mentioned 819 

Byrne,  A.  J.     Mentioned 819 

Byrne,  Bdivard  P.    Mentioned 78, 82 

Cage,  John  B.    Mentioned 324,  332,  335,  349, 350 

Cahal,  T.  H.    Mentioned 819 

Cain,  W.  H.     Mentioned 819 

Caldwell,  R.  P.    Mentioned 348 
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Calkins,  Edward.    Mentioned 96,155,158 

Callender,  Byron  M.    Mentioned 522 

Callicott,  John  A.     Mentioned 459 

Camargo  Cross-Roads,  Miss.     Action  near,  July  13,  1864.     See  Tupelo,  Miss. 
Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tcnn.,  to,  July  5-31, 1S64.    Reports  of 

Bell,  TyrueH.  Hubbanl,  Charl.is  A.  Marsh,  Josiah  F. 

Berrj',  Bonj.niTiin  C.  Jennisoii,  Samuel  P.  MoTvcr,  Joseph  A. 

Buford,  Abrali.im.  McChire,  John  D.  Shacklctt,  Absalom  E. 

Cram.OrrinW.  McMillen.  William  L.  Xatc,  Thomas  S.,  jr. 

For  other  actions,  skirmislics,  etc.,  on  July  13,  see  reports  of 

Berry  Bei^'amin  C.  Herrick,  Thomas  P.  Mower,  Joseph  A. 

Bouton,  Edward.  Hill,  Sylvester  G.  Noble,  John  AV. 

Bitlbrd,  Abraham.  Jennison,  Samuel  P.  Peters,  John  H. 

Chalmers,  J.iraes  K.  Lee,  Stephen  D.  Smith,  Andrew  J. 

Cram.  Orrin  AV.  Mabry,  Hinchie  P.  Stibbs,  John  H. 

CroRsland,  Edward.  McClure,  John  D.  Tyler,  H.  A. 

Forrest,  Nathan  B.  McMillen,  "William  L.  Ward,  Lyman  M. 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H.  ■'  Marsh,  Josiah  E.  Winslow,  Edward  F. 

Heath,  AVilliam  H.  Marshall,  AVilli.im  E.  Woods,  Joseph  J. 

Cameron,  Charles  A.     Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Ala- 
bama, Sept.  29-Nov.  13,  1864 786 

Camp,  Johnli.     Mentioned 725,819,823 

Camp,  N.  Henry.     Report  of  operations  in  Mobile  B.ay,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23,  1864-      420 

Campbell,  Captain.     Mentioned 493 

Campbell,  Alexander  J.    Mentioned 274,  275 

Campbell,  Andrew.    Mentioned 490 

Campbell,  Franklin. 

Mentioned 122 

Report  of  expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into  Mississippi,  Jtme  1-13, 

1864 121 

Campbell,  Henry.    Mentioned 360 

Campbell,  Isaac  N.     Report  of  skirmish  near  Crijiple  Creek,  Woodbury  Piko, 

Tenn.,  May  25, 1864 18 

Campbell,  Marion.    Mentioned 479 

Campbell,  Norton  'W.     Mentioned 525 

CampbeU,S.  W.    Mentioned 839 

Campbell,  Wallace. 
Correspondence  with. 

Forrest,  Nathan  B 521,  .522 

Thomas,  George  H 528,529 

Thomas,  Lorenzo 529 

Mentioned 513, 514, 518,  519, 522-524, 527, 528, 530,  531, 533, 543, 585 

Report  of  Forrest's  Raid  into  Northern  Alabama  and  Middle  Tennessee, 

Sept.  16-Oct.  10,1864 520 

Campbell,  William.    Mentioned 333,341 

Campbell,  William  J. 

Mentioned 281, 285,  287,  381 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenu.,  to  Tnptjlo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 289 

Campbellton,  Ga.    Affair  at,  Sept.  10,  1864.    Report  of  J.  M.  Taylor 501 

Camp  Creek,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Sept.  30,  1864.  See  North  Georgia  and  North 
Alabama.  Operations  in,  fitpt.  39-Nor.  IS,  18f>4.  lieport  of  Kil- 
pair\<\k,  p.  728. 
Camp  Vance,  N.  C.  Capture  oi',  June  28,  1864.  Sei?  North  Carolina.  Raid 
from  Morristotrn,  Tenn.,  into,  June  IS-July  16,  1864,  and  capture 
{June  2S)  of  Camp  Vance. 
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Canby,  Edward  R.  S. 

Correspondence  with  David  G.  Farr.agut 404 

Mentioned 415, 41«,  419, 427,  498, 574, 575 

Eeports  of 

Mobile  Bay,  Ala.     Operations  in,  Aug.  2-23,  1864 402-404 

Southwest  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana.     Operations  in,  Oct.  2-11, 

18&1 828 

Cannon,  G.  W.    Mentioned 818 

Canton  and  Roaring  Spring,  Ky.     Skirmishes  .at,  Aug.  22,  1861.    Kcport  of 

Edward  H.  Hobson 487 

Capehart,  T.  F.     Mentioned 15 

Capon,  Jules.     Mentioned 267 

Capron,  Horace.    Mentioned 553,090,010-612 

Captured  Property.     See  Aiandoned  and  Captured  Properly. 

Caraway .     Mentioned 463 

Carleton,  West.     Mentioned 12 

Carley,  Edward  K.     Mentioned 682 

Carlin,  "William  P. 

Mentioned 616-618,622,635,636 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 616 

Carman,  Ezra  A. 

Mentioned 650,6.52,654,655,659,603,668,681 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,  1864 655 

Carnahan,  Robert  H.    Mentioned 463 

Carpenter,  James  B.    Mentioned 846,892 

Carrick,  Anthony  L.     Mentioned 846 

Carringtou,  Henry  B.    Mentioned 26, 462 

Carrington,  W.  D.    Mentioned 335 

Carson,  Parker  S.    Mentioned 685,686 

Carter, .    Mentioned 352 

Carter,  Landon.    Mentioned 890 

Carter,  Nathan  W.     Mentioned 362, 544 

Carter,  R.  M.    Mentioned 144,448 

Carter,  Samuel  P.     Correspondence  with  .John  M.  Schofield 461 

Carter,  W.  P.    Mentioned 819 

Carter's  Creek  Station,  Tenn.     Surrender  of  block-houses  at,  Oct.  1,  1864. 

See  Northern  Alabama  and  Middle  Tennessee.    Forrest's  Raid  into, 

Sept.  la-Oct.  10,  1864.    Eeports  of  Kramer,  p.  508;  Forrest,  p.  547. 

Carter's  Station,  Tenn.     Skirmishes  at,  Sept.  .30-Oct.  1,  1864.    See  Solllhwe^^f- 

ern  Virginia.    Maids  from  Kentudcy  and  East  Tennessee  into,  Sept. 

SO-Oet.  17,  1864.    Sejjort  of  Ammen,  p.  558. 

Cartersville,  Ga.    Skirmish  at,  Sept.  20,  1864 4 

Casement,  John  S.     Mentioned 790,793-795 

Cason,  Paver.    Mentioned 357 

Castleman,  Humphrey. 

Charges  and  specifications  against 82 

Mentioned 78,82 

Casualties  in  Action.    See  Confederate  Troops  and  Union  Troops. 

Caswell,  Theodore  D.    Mentioned 827 

Cave  Spring  Road,  Ga. '  Reconnaissance  from  Rome  on,  and  skirmishes,  Oct. 

13,  1864.     See  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Opn-ations  in, 

Sept.  39-Noi\  13, 1864.    Reports  of  Perrin,  p.  778;  JSiirlbut,  p.  781. 

Centre  Star,  Ala.     Skirmish  at,  May  15, 1864.    Report  of  Walter  y.  Gresham.        16 
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Centreville,  Tenn.    Skirmish  at,  Sept.  29,  1864 4 

Cbadwick,  J.  M.    Mentioned 818 

Chalaron,  J.  Adolpb.    Mentioued '.      826 

Cbalfant,  John  E.    Mentioued 865 

Chalmers,  Alexander  H.    Mentioued 328 

Chalmers,  James  R. 

Mentioned ....  229, 319-324, 330, 331, 334, 390, 399, 400, 427, 484, 862, 867, 870, 871, 880 
Keports  of 

Tupelo,  Miss.     Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  5-21, 1864.      324 

West  Tennessee.     Forrest's  Kaid  into,  Oct.  16-Nov.  10,  1864 872 

Chambers,  J.  R.     Mentioued 350 

Chapman,  Fletcher  H.     Mentioned 103-105, 118, 119, 185 

Chapman,  James  P.     Mentioned 516 

Charleston,  Tenn.    Skirmish  at,  Aug.  18, 1864 3 

Chase, .     Mentioned 866 

Chase,  Edward  H.     Mentioned 525 

Chatiield,  Charles  A.    Mentioned 479 

Chatfield,  Harvey  S.    Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North 

Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13,  1864 -. 675 

Cheatham,  Benjamiu  P.    Mentioued 581j 

588, 591, 719, 722, 723, 729, 769, 797, 798, 807-809, 811, 826, 827 

Cheeseman,  J.  W.,  Steamer.    Mentioned 860, 864, 870, 872-874 

Cheney,  H.  J.    Mentioned 826 

Chenoweth,  John  Thomas.    Mentioned 14, 59, 66, 68, 69, 83 

Chenoweth,  J.  Q.    Mentioned 857 

Cherry,  Francis  W.    Mentioned 366 

Cherry  Creek  and  Plentytude,  Miss.     Skirmishes  at,  July  10,  1864.     See 
Tupelo,  Miss.    Expedition  from.  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  5-Sl, 
1864.    Reports  of 
Grierson,  Benjamin  H.  Noble,  Jolin  W.  Winslow,  Edward  F. 

Mal)vy,  HinohiG  P.  Peters,  John  H. 

Chesapeake,  Steamer.    Mentioned 833 

Chetlain,  Augustus  L.     Correspondence  with  Lorenzo  Thomas 528 

Chickasaw,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 407-409, 412, 414, 443 

Childress,  James  M.    Mentioned 360 

Chillicothe,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 834 

Chilton,  Robert  H.    Mentioned 80, 81 

Christensen,  Christian  T.    Mentioned 405 

Chubb,  John  J.    Mentioned 283 

Cist,  Henry  M.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  H.  Thomas. 

City  of  Fekin,  Steamer.     Mentioned .^^ 539,  540 

Claiborne,  Charlie.    Mentioned ^T. 328 

Clanton,  James  H.     Mentioued 513,515 

Clardy,  Thomas  P.    Mentioned 333 

Clare,  'William.     Mentioned 805 

Clark, .     Mentioned 352,353 

Clark,  Alonzo  C.     Mentioned 363 

Clark,  Charles.     Mentioned 430 

Clark,  Daniel.    Mentioned 494 

Clark,  Gram.    Mentioned 711 

Clark,  Jerome  (Sue  Mundy).    Mentioned 899 

Clark,  Lewis  M.     Report  of  attack  on  Vanceburg,  Ky.,  Oct.  29, 1864 882 

Clark,  Perry.     Mentioned 479 

Clark,  R.  D.    Mentioned 348 
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Clark,  Thomas  H.    Mentioned 797 

Clark,  'William  H.    Mentioned 818 

Clark,  William  L.    Report  of  raids  on  Nashville  and  Northwestern  Railroad, 

Tenn.,  Oct.  18  and  21, 1864 877 

Clark,  William  T.    Mentioned ■...      747 

Clarke,  George  R.  Report  of  expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into  Missis- 
sippi, June  1-13,1864 124 

Clay,  Hiland  H.    Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama, 

Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 1864 684 

Clay,  Hugh  L.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General's  Offi.ee,  C.  S.  A. 

Clay,  James  B.    Mentioned 893 

Clayton,  Henry  D.    Mentioned 808, 811 

Cleary,  'William.    Mentioned 354, 355 

Cleburne,  Patrick  R.    Mentioned 719,723,827 

Cleveland,  William  J.    Mentioned 843 

Clift,  'William  J.     Mentioned 610 

Clifton,  A.  D.     Mentioned 335 

Clifton,  Tenn.    Skirmishes  at. 

July  22-23, 1864 2 

July  30, 1864 3 

Aug.  31,  1864 •      3 

Clinch  Mountain,  Tenn.    Skirmish  at,  Oct.  18, 1864 844 

Clinch  River  and  Laurel  Creek  Gap,  Tenn.    Skirmishes  at,  Oct.  1, 1864.    See 
Southwestern  Virginia.    Raids  from  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee 
into,  Sept.  SO-Oct.  17,  1864.    Reports  of 
Barbridge,  Stephen  G.  Jackson,  Alfred  E.  Williams,  John  S. 

Clinch  'Valley,  near  Sneedville,  Tenn.  Skirmish  in,  Oct.  21, 1864.  See  East 
Tennessee.  Operations  in,  Oct.  10-28,  1864.  Report  of  Gillem,  p. 
844. 

Clingman,  Joseph.    Mentioned 244 

Clinton,  De  'Witt.    Mentioned 405 

Clinton,  Ky.     Skirmish  at,  July  10, 1864.     Report  of  Henry  Prince 354 

Coates,  James  H.    Mentioned 7, 8, 243 

Cobb,  Amasa.  i 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  J.  McConnell ?9. 866 

Mentioned 866 

Cobb,  HoVT-ell.     Mentioned 805 

Cobb,  Robert.    Mentioned 826,827 

Cobine,  James  D.    Mentioned 383 

Coburn,  John.    Mentioned 691 

Cochran,  Henry.    Mentioned 275 

Cochran,  Joel  T.     Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo, 

Miss.,  July  5-21, 1864 339 

Cochran,  Nathan.    Mentioned 106 

CockreU,  Francis  M.    Mentioned 760, 764, 813, 816-820, 822, 823 

Coe,  Isaac  S.    Mentioned 275 

Cofer,  Martin  H.    Mentioned 80 

Coffman,  James  H.    Mentioned 752, 753 

Cogsivell,  'William. 

Mentioned 649,655,673 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 650 

Cohen,  J.  H.    Mentioned **^ 
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Coile,  Lafayette.    Mentioned 525 

Coldwater  River,  Miss.     Skirmish  at,  July  22,  1864 2 

Cole,  Alberts.    Mentioned 591,593 

Cole,  Silas  B.    Mentioned 758 

Coleman,  David. 

Mentioned 815 

Report  of  o]ieratioiis  in  Nortli  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sej>t.  29-Nov, 

13,  1864 821 

Coleman,  John.     Mentioned 50, 53 

Coleman,  John  P.     Mentioned 459 

Collierville,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at,  .Iiiue  23, 1864 2 

Skirn»ishe.s  near. 

June  13,  1864.     See  Mississippi.    Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into, 
June  1-lS,  1864.     liepoHs  of 
Clarke,  George  11.  Stnrgis,  Saniuol  D.  Wilkin,  Alexaoder. 

McMillcn,  "William  L. 

July  24,  1864.     Report  of  Lorenzo  D.  Durbiu 361 

Skirmish  sonth  of.     See  Bylialia  (^Miss.)  Road,  south  of  CoUiei-ville,  Tenn. 
Skirmish  on  the,  July  2,  1864. 

Colossus,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 503 

Columbia,  Tenn.      Skirmish  near,  Oct.  2,  1864.     See  Xorthern  Alabama  and 
Middle  Tennessee.     FoiTest's  Raid  into,  Sept.  16-Out.  10,  1864.    lie- 
ports  of  Sipes,  p.  535 ;  Forrest,  p.  547. 
Columbus,  Ky.     Scout  from,  to  Hickman.     See  Hickman,  Ky.    Scout  from 
Cohmilms  to,  July  17-18,  1864. 

Comstock,  James  B.    Mentioned 281 

Comstock,  J.  H.     Mentioned 443,445,448 

Confederate  Troops. 

Casualties.    Returns  of. 

Memphis,  Tenn.     Attack  on,  Aug.  21,  1864 484 

Mississippi.     Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into,  June  1-13, 1864.  230, 231 
North  G(!Orgia  and  North  Alabama.    Operations  in,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 

1864 ,^^. 818,820 

Oxford,  Miss.     Expedition  from  La  GifflSge,  Tenn.,  to,  Aug.  1-30, 1864 .      399 
Tupelo,  Miss.     Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  r)-21, 1864.      335 
Mentioned. 

Cavalry— flatta//ons.-    6th,  29;  7th,  79.     Regiments:    8th,  496;  14th, 
329, 335, 349, 350. 

For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States. 

Conley,  James  L.    Mentioned 818 

Connecticut  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Infantry— ffe^Z/nente ;  20th,  692, 693. 

Connelly,  James  H.    Mentioned 592, 593, 735, 736 

Connor,  George  W.    Mentioned 80 

Conrad,  Daniel  B.    Mentioned 444, 448 

Convoy,  No.  2,  Steamer.     Mentioned 360 

Cook,  George  W.    Mentioned 644 

Cook,  Jeremiah  B.     Mentioned 9,  567-569,  571, 830,  832, 878, 899 

Cooke,  Benjamin  P.    Mentioned 494 

Coon,  DatuB  B. 

Mentioned 250, 305, 306, 308, 313, 389, 390 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 315 
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Cooper,  Charles  S. 

Meutioned 699, 701, 703 

Report  of  opcratious  iu  North  Georgia  aud  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 704 

Cooper,  J.  A.    Mentioued 66, 68 

Cooper,  Joseph  A. 

Mentioued 789-794 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sejit.  29-Nov. 

13,  1864 795 

Cooper,  Samuel.    Mentioned 81, 320 

For  correspoudeuce,  etc.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A. 

Cooper,  'WicklifFe.     Mentioned 24 

Coopvrood,  J.     Mentioned 818 

Coosaville  Road,  near  Rome,  Ga.  Skirmishes  on,  Oct.  12-13,  1864.  See 
Korth  Georgia  and  Kortk  Alahama.  Operations  in,  Sept.  29-Nov. 
13,  1864.     Reports  of 

Corse,  John  M.  Garrard,  Kenner.  PeiTia.  Hector. 

Elliott,  Waahiiigtoii  L. 

See  also  Coat's  Journal,  }).  791. 
Corbin,  Henry  C. 

Mentioned 714,717 

Report  of  operations  iu  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 716 

Corse,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with 

French,  Samuel  G 763 

Sherman,  William  T 770, 771 

Meutioned 580,  581, 584,  592,  598-600, 602, 615,  730-732, 734, 738, 

740, 741,  743, 744,  748,  749,  766,  771-773,  777,  779,  781,  784-786,  793,  816, 817 
Reports  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 760,761,767 

Cosby,  George  B. 

Mentioned 84,562,850,892,893 

Report  of  raids  from  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee  into  Southwestern  Vir- 
ginia, Sept.  20-Oct.  17, 1864 566 

Cottage,  Steamer.     Mentioned 466 

'\^^    Couch,  Reuben  C.    Mentioned 357 

Coughlan,  James.    Meutioned 789 

Coulter,  Edward.    Report  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23, 1864 . .      423 
Courtland,  Ala. 

Affair  at,  July  25, 1864.     Sec  Northern  Alabama,  District  of.     Operations  in 

the,  June  U-Avg.  20,  1S64.    Report  of  DooHttle,  p.  238. 
Expedition  from  Decatur  to,  and  skirmish,  July  25-28, 1864.     Reports  of 

De  Groat,  Charles  H 364 

Grower,  William  T.  C 361 

Hulburd,  Edwin  M 363 

Rheinlander,  John 363 

Court  of  Inquiry.     (Morgan's  Raid  into  Kentucky,  May  31-June  20, 1864.) 
Cases  of 

Castleman,  Humphrey ^2 

Goode,R.R 83 

Communications  from 

Breckinridge,  John  C °3 

Jarnagin,  Milton  P 81, 84 

Courvoisier,  Frederick  L.    Mentioned Ill 
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Couse,  Edward  H.    Mentioned 108, 110 

Covan,  Maiirice  M.    Mentioned 906 

Covell,  G.  Vr.     Mentioned 819 

Cowan,  J.  B.    Mentioned 225,226,230,548 

Cowden,  Robert. 

Mentioned 103,106,108,125,127 

Report  of  expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into  Mississippi,  Juixe  1-13, 

1864 903 

Co'wens,  James  P.    Mentioned 122 

Coz,  Jacob  C 

Journal  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 789 

Mentioned .581,582,592,594-598,768 

Report  of  sliirmish  near  Decatur,  Ga.,  Sept.  28, 1864 573 

Cox,  Theodore.     Mentioned 795 

Cox,  'William  H.    Mentioned 877 

Craig,  Ashton.    Mentioned 50 

Craig,  John.    Mentioned 577 

Crail,  Benjamin  P.    Mentioned 141, 309, 311, 314 

Cram,  Orrin  W. 

Mentioned 257, 259 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 278 

Crane,  Alexander  B.    Mentioned G87, 688, 690, 691 

Crane,  Nirom  M.     Mentioned 653, 655 

Craven,  Hervey .    Mentioned 280, 282,  377 

Cravens,  John  O.    Mentioned 358 

Crawford,  R.  Clay.    Mentioned 890 

Creasy,  Jordan  W.    Mentioned 5, 6 

Creigh,  Alfred  H.  W.    Mentioned 672 

Creitz,  Iiewis  P.    Mentioned 269 

Cresson,  Charles  C.    Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Ala- 
bama, Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 1864 672 

Crews,  J.  T.  Mentioned 399 

Cripple  Creek^*Woodbury  Pike,  Tenn.    Skirmish  near.  May  25, 1864.    Re- 
port of  Isaac  N.Campbell 18 

Crittenden,  G-eorge  B.    Mentioned 893 

Crittenden,  John  A.    Mentioned 52 

Crittenden,  Ky .    Affair  at,  June  27, 1864.     Report  of  Ephraim  Ball 241 

Crook,  George.    Mentioned 65, 76 

CroBsland,  Edward. 

Mentioned 299,  322-324,  330-332, 334, 335,  337,  340, 343, 870-872 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 ..! 335 

Crosson,  Francis  M.    Mentioned  ■  525 

Crow,  "William.    Mentioned 647 

Cro^^der,  Thomas  M.    Mentioned 333 

Croxton,  John  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Granger,  Robert  S 606 

Hatch,  Edward 613 

Stanley,  David  S 609, 611 

Thomas,  George  H 610 

Mentioned 505. 532, 536, 538, 586, 587. 589-591, 606, 608-613, 624, 626, 859, 908 
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Crump,  B.  S.    Mentioned 325,328 

Crutcher, .    Mentioned 12 

Cumberland  Gap,  Tenn.     Scout  from,  into  Lcc  County,  Va.,  and  to  Taze- 

■well,  Tonn.,  Aug.  3-6,  1864,  and  skirmish  (4th)  near  .lonesville, 

Va.     Report  of  William  Y.  Dillard 457 

Cumming,  William  V.    Mentioned 525 

Cunning,  Joseph.    Mentioned 11, 12 

Cunningham,  E.  H.     Mentioned 756,  757 

Curkendall,  George.    Mentioned  140, 144 

Curry,  Amos  P.    Mentioned 105,210 

Curtis,  Elijah  P.     Mentioned 550 

Curtis,  Henry,  jr.    Mentioned 559 

Curtis'  'Wells,  Ala.     Skirmish  at,  June  24,  1864.     See  Northern  Alabama,  IHa- 

irict  of.     Operations  in  the,  June  24-Aug.  fO,  1864.    Re^wrt  of  Doo- 

little,  p.  238. 
Cynthiana,  Ey. 

Action  at,  June  12,  1864.     See  Kentucktj.     Morgan's  Raid  into,  May  Sl-June 

20,  1864.     Reports  of 

Burbridge,  Stephen  G.  Hanson,  Charles  S.  Hims,  Da™l  A. 

Dickson,  J.  Bates. 

Action  near.  See  Keller's  Bridge,  near  Cynthiana,  K\j.  Action  at,  June  11, 
1864. 

Capture  of,  June  11,  1864.  See  Kentucky.  Morgan's  Raid  into.  May  Sl- 
June  go,  1SG4.    Reports  of 

Burbridge,  Stephen  G.  Hobaon,  Edward  H.  Morgan,  John  B. 

Garrard,  Israel. 

Dachsel,  Gustave.    Mentioned 476 

Dale,  C.  E.     Mentioned 823 

Dale,  Kate,  Steamer.     Mentioned 417,  422 

Dale,  Nicholas  H.     Mentioned 589, 576 

Daley,  Ed.     Mentioned ^ 328 

Dallas,  Ga.     Skirmish  at,  Oct.  7, 1864.     See  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama. 
Ojierations  in,  Sept.  29-Nov.  IS,  1864,    Reports  of  Elliott,  p.  725; 
Garrard,  p.  726.     See  also  Fullerton's  Journal,  p.  599. 
Dalton,  Ga.     Surrender  of,  Oct.  13,  1864.     See  North  Georgia  and  North  Ala- 
hama.     Operations  in,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13,  1864.    Reports  of 
Hood,  John  B.  Johnson,  Lewis.  Thoma.s,  George  H. 

See  also  Shoup's  Journal,  p.  807;  Harvie's  Journal,  p.  809. 

Daly,  William.    Mentioned 445 

Dana,  Napoleon  J.  T. 

Congratulatorj'  Orders.     Operations  in  Southwest  Mississippi  and  East 

Louisiana,  Oct.  2-11, 1864 830 

Correspondence  ■vrith  Mason  Brayman 549 

Mentioned 549,573,575,576,829,830,834,835 

Reports  of 

Deer  Creek,  Miss.     Expeditions  from  VickRl)urg;  to,  Sept.  21-26,  1864, 

and  skirmishes  (22d-23d)  near  Rolling  Fork 567, 568 

Southwest  Mississippi  and  East  Loui-siana.     Oi)eratioiiH  in,  Oct.  2-11, 

1864 829,830 

Vicksburg,  Miss.     Expedition  from,  to  Rodney  and  Fayette,  Sept.  29- 

Oct.  3, 1864,  and  skirmish  (Sept.  30)  at  Port  Gibson 573, 574 

Dandridge,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  May  19,  1864 1 

Dane,  Henry  C.    Mentioned *^ 
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Danville  Road,  near  Decatur,  Ala.    Affair  on  the,  Julj'  28, 1864.     )See  North- 
ern Alabama,  District  of.     Operations  in   the,  •June  34-Au(j.  fO, 
1864.    keport  of  DooUUle,  p.  238. 
Dauphin  Island,  Ala.    Lauding  of  U.  S.  forces  ou,  Aug.  .3,  1864.     See  Mobile 
Bay,  Ala.     Operations  in,  Aug.  2-33,  1SG4,    lieports  of 
Canby,  Edward  R.  S.  McAlester,  Miles  B.  Mam-}',  Daliney  H. 

Dave  Hughes,  Steamer.    Mentioned 864 

Davenport,  Rodolphus.     Mentioned 494 

Davidson,  B.    Mentioned 818 

Davidson's  Ferry,  Tennessee  River.    Attaok  on  gunboats  at,  Nov.  2-3,  1864. 
See   West  Tennessee.    Forrest's  Maid  into,  Oct.  IG-Nov.  10,  1S64. 
lieports  of 
Chalmers,  James  It.  Forrest,  Nathan  B.  Sinclair,  William. 

Davis, .     Mentioned 15 

Davis,  Budman  K.    Mentioned 362, 704, 705 

Davis,  G.  D.     Mentioned 818 

Davis,  Je&erson. 

Correspondence  ■with 

Bragg,  Braxton 76 

Hodge,  George  B 836 

Marshall,  Humphrey 75 

Maury,  Dahney  H 438 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 432 

Eain,s,  Gabriel  J 431, 434 

War  Department,  C.  S 427,429 

Mentioned 75,233,234,427,431,581,804,805 

Davis,  Jefferson  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Morgan,  James  D 622 

Thomas,  George  H 623 

Mentioned 581,  582, 584, 588,  594-605, 612,  614-616, 622,  635,  652,  771,  793, 907 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia   and  North  Alabama.     Sept.  29- 

Nov.  13,1864 614 

Davis,  J.  N.     Mentioned 549 

Davis,  John.    Mentioned 445 

Davis,  N.  F.    Mentioned 335 

Davis,  Reuben  A.    Mentioned 366 

Davis,  Russ  B.     Report  of  scout  in  Hickman  and  Maury  Counties,  Tenn., 

May2-12,1864 5 

Davis,  Stanley  'W.    Mentioned 519 

Davis,  William  G.    Mentioned 357 

Da.vis'  Mills,  Miss.     Skirmish  at,  June  12, 1864.     See  Mississippi.    Expedition 
from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into,  June  1-13,  1864.    lieports  of 

Bouton,  Edward.  Hoge,  George  B.  'Wilkin,  Alexander. 

Clarke,  George  K.  liogors,  Amlrew  W. 

Davison,  Colonel.    Men.,..oned 493 

Day,  Captain.    Mentioned 848 

Day,  George  VT.    Mentioned , 844, 848 

Day,  S.  Ed-ward.    Mentioned 275 

"Dayton,  LeTvis  M.     For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C,  see  William  T.  Sherman. 

Deakins,  James  B.    Mentioned 889, 892 

Deas,  Zacbariah  C.    Mentioned 811 
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Debois,  Edward.  *^*' 

Mentioned ._, 

- 451 

Keport  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23, 1864 455 

Decatur,  Ala. 
Affaire  near. 

July  28, 18G4.     See  Danville  Road,  near  Deeaiur,  Ala.     Affair  on   the. 
Aug.  6,  1864.     See  Sfimervi.lle  Eoail,  near  Decatur,  Ala.    Affair  on  the. 
Demonstration  against,  Oct.  26-29, 1864.     Sec  Xorth  Georgia  and  North  Ala- 
bama.    Operatioua  in,  Sept.  29-Xoi:  13,  1SG4.    Reports  of 
Bate,  -William  B.  Granger,  Robert  S.  Eeed,  Myron  W. 

Beach,  Albert  F.  Houghton,  Moses  B.  Saylor,  Thomas 

Cooper,  Charles  S.  Hulburd,  E.lwin  M.  Stewart,  Alexander  r. 

Corbin,  Henry  C.  Moore,  Hanson  D,  Thomas,  George  H. 

Doolittle,  Charles  C.  Morgan,  Thomas  J.  Vail,  Nicholas  J. 

Espy,  Harvey  J.  Prosser,  -William  T.  -Walthall,  Edward  C. 

Expeditions  from. 

July  25-28, 1864.     See  Conrlland,  Ala.    Jixpedition  from  Decatur  to,  and 

skirmish,  etc. 
Aug.  17-20, 1864.     &ee  Moulton,  Ala.    Expedition  from  Decatur  to,  c.lc. 
Skirmish  at,  May  8, 1864.     See  Florence  and  Decatur,  Ala.     Skirmishes  (Man 
7-8,lS64),eli: 

Decatur,  Ga.     Skirmish  near,  Sept.  28, 1864.     Report  of  Jacob  D.  Cox 573 

Decatur  County,  Tenn.     Skirmish  in,  June  21, 1864 2 

Dee,  Ed-ward  W.     Mentioned I37  hq  ^^^g 

Deer  Creek,  Miss.     Expeditious  from  Vicksburg  to,  Sept.  21-26,  1864,  and 
skirmishes  (22d-23d)  near  Rolling  Fork.     Reports  of 

Dana,  Napoleon,  J.  T 537  ggg 

Osband,  Embury  D 57j^ 

De  Preitas,  Francis.     Mentioned 106 

Degenfeld,  Charles  M.    Mentioned 554 

De  Gress,  Francis.     Mentioned 74I  743  744 

De  Groat,  Charles  H. 

Mentioned 3g2 

Keport  of  expedition  from  Decatur  to  Courtland,  Ala.,  and  skirmish,  July 

25-28,1864 364 

De  Huff,  John  Q.  A.     Mentioned 142 

De  Jarnett,  H.  -W.     Mentioned 8I9 

Delafield,  Richard.     Mentioned 408 

Delay,  John  W.     Mentioned 309 

De  Long,  Isaac.     Mentioned 515 

Demahy,  Joseph  E.    Mentioned 447 

Dement, .     Mentioned 96,178,180,215-217 

Dempsey,  Michael  J.     Mentioned 757,  758 

Deneen,  Samuel  H.    Mentioned 297 

Denicke,  Martin  C.  F.     Mentioned 415,  416 

Denis,  Jules  C.    Mentioned 901 

Denman,  Madison.     Mentioned 648 

Dennis,  Elias  S.    Mentioned 243,  244,  356 

Densmore,  Daniel.    Mentioned 478 

Dent,  Charles.     Mentioned 566 

Denton,  James  A^     Mentioned 52, 53 

Derrick,  Alfred  C.     Mentioned 525 

De-wey,  Joel  A.    Mentioned 522 

DeWitt,  Julius  N.    Mentioned 245 
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Dibrell,  George  G. 

Mentioned 495 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Eeadyville,  Tenn.,  Sept.  6,  1864 496 

Dickins,  John  W.    Mentioned 878 

Dickson,  David  T.    Mentioned 880 

Dickson,  J.  Bates. 

Mentioned 24,  25,  71 

Report  of  Morgan's  Raid  into  Kentucky,  May  31-Juno  20,  1864 27 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  6.,  see  Stephen  G.  Bnrhridge. 

Dilday,  Simeon  J.     Mentioned ■.  392, 391 

Dillard,  WUliam  Y.    Reports  of 

Cumberland  Gap,  Tenn.  Scout  from,  into  Lee  County,  Va.,  and  to  Taze- 
well, Tenn.,  Aug.  3-6, 1864,  andskirmish  (4th)  near  JoncsviUe,Va.      457 

Long's  Mills,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  near  Mullicrry  Gap,  July  28, 1864 368 

Dillon,  Iiloyd  H.     Mentioned 144 

Diltz,  John.     Mentioned 361 

Doane,  Elisha.     Mentioned 651 

Dodds,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 833 

Dodge,  Grenville  M.     Mentioned 733 

Donahue,  Dennis.    Mentioned 537 

Donaldson,  James  L. 
Correspondence  with 

Howland,  Henry 863,  864 

Stevens,  Sylvanns  H 864 

Mentioned 863 

Reports  of 

Nashville  and  Northwestern  Railroad,  Tenn.     Raid  on,  Aug.  15, 1864  . .       464 

West  Tennessee.    Forrest's  Raid  into,  Oct.  16-Nov.  10, 1864 863 

Doncaster,  J.  W.    Mentioned 879 

Donelson,  Samuel.    Mentioned 226, 230 

Donuan,  William  G.     Mentioned 288 

Donohue,  Thaddeus.    Mentioned 525 

Doolittle,  Charles  C. 

Mentioned '696,698,707,712,715-717 

Rejiorts  of 

Northern  Alabama,  District  of.     Operations  in  the,  June  24-Aug.  20, 

1864 238 

North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  in,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 

1864.. 700 

Dornblaser,  Benjamin. 

Mentioned 7-9, 243-245 

Report  of  expedition  from  Vicksbnrg  to  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  May  4-21, 1864, 
with  skirmishes  at  Benton  (7th  and  9th),  at  Luce's  Planta- 
tion (15th),  and  at  other  points 8 

Dorris,  John.     Mentioned 882 

Douglas,  C.  A.    Mentioned 399 

Douglas,  John  J.     Mentioned 846,  892 

Drake, .    Mentioned 762 

Draper,  Charles  L.    Mentioned 275 

Drayton,  Peroival.    Mentioned 418 

Driskill,  Penney  G.    Mentioned r 29 

Duck-worth,  John  A.    Mentioned 772 

Duckworth,  William  A.    Mentioned 525 
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Duck-wortb,  William  L. 

Mentioned 224, 397 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Oxford,  Miss.,  Aug.  1-30, 

1864 396 

Duff,  "William  L.    Mentioned 223,276,321,325,328 

Duffield,  Edmund.    Mentioned 307 

Duffield,  George. 

Mentioned 306,307,310,311 

Report  of  attack  on  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Aug.  21,  1864 480 

Duke, .    Mentioned 375 

Duke,  Basil  "W. 

Mentioned 562,  847, 850,  889,  892, 893, 896 

Reports  of  Breckinridge's  advance  into  East  Tennessee,  Nov.  4-17,  1864 .  896, 897 

Duke,  B.  C.    Mentioned 893 

Dunbar, .    Mentioned 353 

Duncan,  John.     (Lieutenant.)     Mentioned 480,482 

Duncan,  John.     (Private.)     Mentioned 361 

Duncan,  Nathaniel  B.     Mentioned 269 

Dunlap,  Hiram  S.    Mentioned 758 

Dunlap,  James  R.    Mentioned 735,  737 

Dunleath,  Steamer.     Mentioned 466 

Dunn,  G.  W.     Mentioned 335,343 

Dunn,  Robert.    Mentioned 365, 366 

Dunnica,  W.  H.    Mentioned 819 

Dunning,  J.  B.    Mentioned 335 

Duposter  (Duboister  ? ),  Captain.    Mentioned 3.58 

Durbin,  Iiorenzo  D.     Report  of  skirmisli  near  Collierville,  Tonn.,  July  24, 

1864 361 

Durgin,  George  W.    Mentioned 499 

Dustan,  Charles  W. 

Mentioned 471,473-175,479,483 

Report  of  attack  on  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Aug.  21, 1864 482 

Dustin,  Daniel. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Slocum 681 

Mentioned 650,  653-655,  660, 666,  670,  673,  679,  682,  683,  68.5,  687, 692, 693 

Reports  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  iind  North  Alal>uma,  Sept  29-Nov. 

13,1864 679,680,687 

Dustin,  Emery  P.     Mentioned 281 

Dutton,  Bverell  F.    Mentioned 685 

Duvall,  G.  T.     Mentioned 819 

Duvall's  Ford,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Sept.  30,  1864.     Sec  East  Tennessee.     Oper- 
ations in,  etc.,  Sept.  10-Oct.  IS,  1864. 

Dyer,  C.     Mentioned *61 

Dyson,  W.  A.     Mentioned 822 

Barl,  Isaac  N.     Mentioned 574,575,829,833,899 

Earl,  'William  H.    Mentioned 63 

Earp,  C.  R.     Mentioned ^^^ 

Eastern  Kentucky.     Operations  in,  Aug.  1-31, 1864,  and  skirmishes  (Ist)  near 
Bardstown  and  (2d)  near  New  Haven.     Report  of  Edward  H. 

Hobson *<'l 

Bastes,  J.  M.    Mentioned ■'^ 

Bast  Louisiana.     Operations  in.     See  Southwest  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana. 

Operations  in,  Oct.  2-11,  1864. 
Easton,  David  J.    Mentioned  . , : -  - : : 6°? 
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Eastport,  Miss.    Action  at,  Oct.  10,  1864.     Sec,  Northern  Alabama  and  Middle 
Tennessee.     Forrest's  Raid  into,  Sept.  IG-Oct.  10,  1S64.    Reports  of 
Soge;-p.  m9;  Forrest,  p.  548. 
East  Tennessee. 

Breckinridge's  advance  into,  Nov.  4-17,  1864. 
Communications  from 

Gillem,  Alvan  C 885 

Vaughn,  JohnC 898 

Reports  of 

Ammcn,  Jacob 886,887 

Breckinridge,  John  C 892 

Uuke,  Basil  VV 896, 897 

Gillem,  Alvan  C 888 

Palmer,  John  B 897 

Thomas,  George  H 885 

Tool,  Samuel 898 

Vaughn,  John  C 894-896 

Operations  in. 

Aug.  29-8ept.  4, 1864,  including  skirmishes  (Sept.  4)  at  Park's  Gap  and 
at  Greoneville,  and  death  of  John  H.  Morgan. 
Communications  from 

French,  Obadiah  C 491 

Rogers,  J.  T 492 

Reports  of 

Echols,  John 491 

Gillem,  Alvan  C 488 

Sept.  10-Oct.  13, 1864,  including  skirmishes  (Sept.  28)  at  Leeslmrg  and 

(Sept.  30)  at  Duvall's  Ford.     Report  of  George  F.  Barnes 502 

Oct.  10-28, 1864. 

Communications  from 

Bushong,  J.  Dick 851 

Gillem,  Alvan  C 855 

Johnston,  J.  Stoddard '. 847 

Lee,  Robert  E 847 

Vaughn,  John  C 852, 853 

Reports  of 

Breckinridge,  John  C 847 

Byrd,  A.  B 856 

Gillem,  Alvan  C 844 

Hynds,  David  J 854 

Palmer,  John  B 852 

A^aughn,  John  C 848-«51 

Raid  into  Southwestern  Virginia  from.     See  Southwestern  Virginia.    Raids 
from  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee  into,  Sept.  20-Oct.l7,  lS6i. 
Eaton,  Charles  G. 

Mentioned 10.S,  107,  108, 110, 112, 171, 175 

Report  of  expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into  Mississippi,  J<ine  1-13, 

1864 114 

Testimony  of.     Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation 175-177 

Eaton,  William  C.    Mentioned 511, 709 

Eberhart,  Gustavus  A.    Mentioned 381 

Echols,  John. 

Correspondence  with  J.  Stoddard  Johnston 847 

Mentioned 81,552,562,847,893 


INDEX.  945 

Fage. 
Echols,  John— Continued. 
Reports  of 

East  Tennessee.     Operations  in,  Aug.  29-Sept.  4, 1864,  including  skir- 
mishes (Sept.  4)  at  Park's  Gap  and  at  Greeneville,  and  death  of 

John  H.Morgan 49I 

Southwestern  "Virginia.     Raids  from   Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee 

into,  Sept.  20-Oct.  17, 1864 559^  560 

Echte,  George.     Mentioned 74X 

Ector,  Matthew  D.     Mentioned ' 8I3  gig 

Eddy,  Asher  R.     Mentioned 469 

Eddy,  E.  Frank.     Mentioned 713 

Eddyville,  Ky.     Skirmish  at,  Oct.  17, 1864.     Report  of  John  D.  Ahey 876 

Edie,  John  R.     Mentioned 608  617 

Edsou,  James  C. 

Mentioned 74g  762 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 750 

Edwards,  Abraham    Mentioned 682 

Edwards,  Alanson  "W.     Mentioned 784 

Edwards,  Elijah  E.     Mentioned 273 

Edwards,  G.  C.     Mentioned gig 

Edwards,  John  S.     Mentioned 29 

Edwards,  S.  B.     Mentioned 230 

Eells,  Lancing.     Mentioned 9 

Eight-Mile  Post,  Miss.     Skirmish  near,  on  the  Natchez  and  Liberty  Road, 

Miss.,  Sept.  6, 1864.     Report  of  Harvey  H.  Merriman 497 

Elfin,  No.  52,  Gunboat.    Mentioned 859, 861, 866 

See  also  Tawali  {Xo.  S9),  Key   West  (No.    32),  and  Elfin  {No.  52).     Destruc- 
tion of,  etc. 

Ellet,  Alfred 'W.     Mentioned 7,8,232,2*6 

Elliott,  G.  R.     Mentioned 819 

Elliott,  Joel  H.     Mentioned 133, 136 

EUiott,  Jonas  D.     Mentioned 513, 514,  519, 522, 524 

Elliott,  Sanford.     Mentioned 113, 260 

Elliott,  Thomas.     Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama, 

Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 1864 674 

Elliott,  Thomas  I.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Stephen  G.  Burbridge. 
Elliott,  Washington  L. 
Correspondence  ■with 

McCook,  Edward  M 728 

Sherman,  William  T 728 

Mentioned 594-597, 599, 601,  724,  726 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 724 

Elliott,  'William.     Mentioned 232 

Ellis, .    Mentioned 852 

Ellis,  Palemon  P.     Mentioned 775 

Ellis,  Povrhatan,  jr.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Stej>hen  D.  Lee. 
Bllistown,  Miss.     Skirmish  at,  July  16, 1864.     See  Tupelo,  Miss.    Expedition 
from  La  Grange,  Tenii.,  to,  July  5-21,  1S64.    Reports  of 
Herrick,  Thomas  P.  Ifoble,  John  W.  Wolfe,  Edward  H. 

Ellsworth,  Richard  D.    Mentioned 317 

Elzey,  Arnold.    Mentioned - 805 

Empress,  Steamer.    Mentioned 589 
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Page. 
England  Cove,  Tenn.     Scouts  (7th-9tb  and  12th-18th)  from   Kingston  to, 
July  7-18,  1864. 

Communication  from  Jacob  Ammeu 352 

Reports  of  Thomas  H.  Reeves 351,  3.53 

Xirdelmeyer,  Frank.    Mentioned 466 

Erdmann,  Adolphus.    Mentioned 682 

Espy,  Harvey  J. 

Mentioned 701,703 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29->*ov. 

13,  1864 708 

Estes,  Captain.     Mentioned 341 

Eustis,  James  B.     Mentioned 719, 803 

Evans,  Jackson  A.     Mentioned 376 

Evans,  John  M.     Mentioned 703 

Evans,  Mark  M.    Mentioned 757 

Evans,  Perry.    Report  of  affair  at  Indian  Bayou,  Miss.,  J  inio  S^  1864 231 

Everett,  Peter  M.     Mentioned 66, 68 

Everts,  Louis  H.     Mentioned 773 

Ewing,  Prank  M.     Mentioned 107, 125, 127, 213 

E^ving,  Hugh. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  H.  Hobson 487 

Mentioned 30 

Pairbeuiks,  John  W.    Mentioned 365 

Fairbum,  Ga.     Skirmishes  near.     See  Shadna  Church  and  VeatbrooJc's,   near 
Fairburn,  Ga.     Skirmishes  at,  Oct.  ,?,  1S64. 

Fairleigh,  Thomas  B.    Mentioned 29, 30 

Falconer,  Kialoch.    Mentioned 807 

Farmer,  A.  J.     Mentioned 818 

Farragut,  David  6. 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  Charles  D 417, 418 

Canby,  Edward  K.  S 404 

Page,  Richard  L 439 

Mentioned 403, 406,  407,  409,  411, 416, 418,  426, 429, 443-445, 498 

Farrar,  Bernard  G. 

Menticraed 570, 571, 574,  830, 832 

Reports  of 

Gillespie's  Plantation,  La.     Expedition  from  Natches!,  Miss.,  to,  and 

skirmish,  Aug.  4-6,  1864 459 

Southwest  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana.     Operations  in,  Oct.  2-11, 

1864 835 

Farrar's  Plantation,  Miss.     See  Buck's  Ferry  and  Farrar's  PUmtation,  Miss. 

Faulkner,  V7.  W.     Mentioned 171, 194, 252,  299,  331, 332, 336, 337, 342, 343 

Faulkner,  W.  W.,  Mrs.     Mentioned 171 

Fayette,  Miss. 

Descent  on,  Oct.  2,  1864.     See  Southwest  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana. 

Operations  in,  Oct.  2-11,  1S64.     Report  of  Canby,  p.  829. 
Expedition  to.     See  liodney  and  Fayette,  Miss.    Expedition  from  Vicksburg 
Jo,  etc.,  Sept.  29-Oct.  S,  1864. 

Featherston,  Winfield  S.    Mentioned 812 

Fenton,  Frank  B.     Report  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23, 1864.      424 

Ferguson,  Champ.    Mentioned 234,351-353,556 

Ferguson,  Samuel  'W.    Mentioned 686, 687, 725, 728, 729 
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Ferguson,  Stephen  M. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  H.  Hobson 73 

Mentioned 73 

Fernald,  Charles  F.     Mentioned 901 

Femald,  James.    Mentioned 104, 112, 113, 115,  260 

Fiedler, .     Mentioned 8 

Fields,  J.  M.     Mentioned 335 

Fields,  Thomas  G.     Mentioned 335 

Files,  James  P.     Mentioned •. 755-758 

Finch,  J.  R.     Mentioned 333 

Finley,  Jesse  J.     Mentioned 826 

Finney,  William  P.     Mentioned 162, 541 

Firestone,  Samuel  H.    Mentioned 392, 394 

Fish,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 592,593,735-739 

Fish,  John  T.     Rej)ort  of  scout  from  Gnuter's  Landing  to  Warrenton,  Ala., 

and  skirmish,  July  11,  1864 356 

Fish  River,  Ala.     Expedition  from  Mobile  Bay  to.     See  Bonsecoiirs  and  Fish 
Rivets,  Ala.    Expeditions from'MoMle  Bay  to,  Sept.  0-11,  ISGL 

Fisher,  James  A.     Mentioned 440, 411 

Fisher,  James  M.     Mentioned 748,762,764 

Fitch,  John  A. 

Mentioned 103-105, 110, 173, 185, 186, 194 

Testimony  of.     Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation 194-196 

Fitch,  Thomas  D.     Mentioned 72 

Fitzgerald,  Thomas.     Mentioned ^ 5 

Fitzgerrell,  James  J.    Mentioned 122 

Flansburg,  Nelson.     Mentioned 778 

Flat  Creek,  Ga.     Expedition  from  Atlanta  to,  and  skirmishes,  Oct.  11-14, 1864. 
See  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  in,  Scj't.  .'9 
Nov.  13,  1S64.     Reports  of 
Barnum,  Henry  A.  Duatin,  D.iuiel.  Grnmliacl],  NicLolas. 

Chatfield,  Harvey  S.  Gteary,  John  W.  Van  Voorhis,  Koprt  S. 

Flat  Creek,  Teun.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  17,  1864.  See  East  Tennessee.  Bred:- 
inridge's  Advance  into,  Nov..  4-17,  1SG4.  Reports  of  BrecMnridge, 
p.  893;  Vaaglin,  p.  896. 
Flat  Rock  and  IMcDonough  Roads,  Ga.  Skirmisli  at  tin-  crossing  of,  Oet. 
2,1864.  See  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.  Operations  in, 
Sept.  SO-Nov.  IS,  1864.     Report  of  Cooper,  p.  795. 

Fletcher,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 51 

Fletcher's  Ferry,  Ala,     Skirmish  at.  May  18, 1864 1 

Flint,  Mortimer  R.    Mentioned 766 

Flood,  James  P.     Mentioned - 467,  858 

Plook,  Henry  R.     Mentioned - ,-..-  591,592 

Florence,  Ala. 
Skirmishes  at. 

Oct.  6-7, 1864.     See  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  in, 
Sept.  SO-Nov.  is,  1864.     Reports  of 
Langley,  James  W.  Morgan,  James  D.  Ilichm,in,  Charles  H. 

McDonald,  James  H.  Peaice,  John  S.  Hmitb,  Kobert  F. 

Martin,  Joel  O. 

See  also  _;oitmoZ  of  James  D.  Morgan,  p.  633. 

Nov.  9, 1864 577 

Skirmish  near,  Oct.  30,  1864.     See  Muscle  Shoals  {or  Raccoon  Ford),  near 
Florence,  Ala.    Skirmish  at,  etc. 
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Page. 
Florence  and  Decatur,  Ala.     Skirmishes  (May  7-8, 1864)  near  Florence  (7th), 
and  at  Decatur  (8th). 

Communication  from  Richard  llowett 13 

Reports  of 

Smith,  John  E 13 

Stevenson,  John  D 13 

Floyd,  Spencer  B.    Mentioned 110 

Fluskey,  Bela  H.    Mentioned 682 

Flynn,  John.    Mentioned 670,680 

Foley,  John.     Mentioned 301, 541 

Foraker,  Joseph  B.     Mentioned .'  591,593 

Forbes,  Abner  W.   Mentioned 525 

Forbes,  William  T.     Mentioned 671 

Ford,  James.     Mentioned 460 

Ford,  John  H.     Mentioned 113 

Forrest,  Jeffrey  E.     Mentioned 228 

Forrest,  Jesse  A.     Mentioned : 318, 332, 472, 521,  542-.544,  .549, 880 

Forrest,  Moreau.     Mentioned 586,  694 

Forrest,  Nathan  B. 

Congratulatory  address.     Expeditiou  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into  Missis- 
sippi, June  1-13,1864 228 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 800 

Campbell,  Wallace 521, 522 

Granger,  Robert  S 516 

Lee,  Stephen  D 17 

Mentioned. .  84-«7, 132, 144, 171,  200,  207, 214, 217, 218, 220, 221, 226-228, 230,243, 249, 
297,  325-327, 329,  330,  335, 340,  346, 348-350, 375,  387,  389,  398, 400, 427,  429, 
430,  468-474,  477, 478, 480, 481,  484, 505-508, 512-525,  527-532,  535-539, 564, 
585-589, 594, 609, 613,  614,  616,  621, 624, 625, 629-631,  634,  637,  640, 643, 644, 
694, 700,  795, 797-802,  805, 808, 860, 862,  864, 867, 868,  872-874,  876,  882, 901 
Reports  of 

Memphis,  Tenn.     Attack  on,  Aug.  21, 1864 484 

Mississippi.     Expeditiou  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into,  June  1-13,  1864.      221 
Northern  Alabama  and  Middle  Tennessee.     Forrest's  Raid  into,  Sept. 

16-Oct.  10,  1864 542 

Tupelo,  Miss.    Expedition  fromljji  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  5-21, 1864.      320 

West  Tennessee.    Forrest's  Raid  into,  Oct.  16-Nov.  10,  1864 868, 870 

FoiTest,  'William  H. 

Mentioned 472 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Mount  Pleasant,  Miss.,  May  22,  1864 17 

Forrest,  W.  S.    Mentioned 444, 448 

Forrest's  Baid  into  Northern  Alabama  and  Middle  Tennessee.     See  North- 
ern Alabama  and  Middle  Tennessee.    Forrest's  Raid  into,  Sept.  IG- 
Oct.  10,  1864. 
Forrest's  Raid  into  West  Tennessee.     See  West  Temmssec.     Forrest's  liaid 

into,  Oct.  16-Nov.  10,  1S64. 
Forsse,  Eric.     Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama, 

Sept.  29-Nov.  13,  1864 784 

Fort  Adams,  Miss.    Expeditiou  from  Tuuica  Landing  to,  Oct.  5-8,  1864.     See 
Southwest  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana^     Operations  in,  Oct.  2-11, 
lS6i.    Beports  of 
Canby,  Edward  E.  S.  Kent,  Loron.  Osbaud,  Embury  1). 

Dana,  Napoleon  J.  T. 
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Port  Donelson,  Tenn.     Skirmisk  near,  Oct.  11,1864.     Report  of  rUomiiM  R. 

Weaver _ ^57 

Fort  Gaines,  Ala. 

Investment  of,  Ijy  U.  S.  forces,  'Ang.  3,  1864.     Sen  Mobile  liaij,  Ala.     Opera- 
tions in,  Aug.  S-33,  1864.    Reports  of 
Canby,  Edward  E.  S.  McAleater,  Miles  1).  Miiury,  Dabncy  U. 

Surrender  of,  Aug.  8, 1864.  See  Mohile  Bay,  Ala.  Operations  in,  Aug.  S-S3, 
1S64.     Seports  of 

Canby,  Edward  E.  S.  McAlester,  Miles  D.  M.anrv.  Dabney  H. 

Granger,  Gordon.  Marstou,  Frank  W.  Page,  Eicliard  L. 

See  also  Farragut  and  Granger  to  Anderson,  p.  417;  Anderson  to  Farragut 

and  Granger,  p.  418. 
Port  Heiman,  Ky.     Capture  of  gunboat  Undine,  No.  55,  aud  transports  near. 

Oct.  30,  1864.     See  West  Tennessee.     Forrest's  Haid  into,  Oct.  76- 

Isw.  10,  1864.     Reports  of 

Donaldson,  Jamos  L.  Meredith,  Suloinou.  .Sinclair,  William. 

Forrest,  Natlian  B. 

Port  Morgan,  Ala. 

Passage  of,  by  XJ.  S.  fleet,  and  engagement  in  Mobile  Bay,  Aug.  5, 
1864.  Sev  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.  Operations  in,  Aug.  S-23,  1SG4.-  Re- 
ports of 

Bennett,  John  W.  Lambert,  Edgar  L.  Murphy,  Patrick  TJ. 

Buchanan,  Franklin.  McAlester,  Miles  D.  OlTntt,  Z,A. 

Canby,  Edward  R.  S.  Marston,  Frank  "W.  Page,  Eichard  L. 

Debois,  Edward.  Maury,  Dabney  H.  Payne,  John  A. 
Jolmston,  James  D. 

Siege  of,  Aug.  9-22,  1864.  See  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.  Operations  in,  Aug.  2-S3, 
1864.     Reports  of 

Canby,  Edward  It.  S.  Granger,  Gordon.  Page,  Eichard  L. 

Coulter,  Edward.  McAlester.  Miles  D.  E:vwle.s,  Jacob  B. 

Feuton,  Frank  B.  Maury,  Dabney  H.  Eoy,  William. 

See  also  itinerary,  p.  422. 
Sinking  of  U.  S.  S.  Tecumseh  near.     See  Tecumseh,  U.  S.  S.     Sinking  of, 

by  torpedo,  near  Fort  Morgan,  Ala.,  Aug.  5,  1864. 
Surrender  of,  Aug.  23,  1864.    See  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.    Operationsin,  Aug. 2-23, 

1S64.     Reports  of 

Canby,  Edward  E.  S.  McAleater,  Miles  D.  Page,  Eichard  L. 

Coulter,  Edward.  Maury,  Dabney  H.  Eawlea,  Jacob  B. 

Granger,  Gordon. 

See  also  itinerary,  p.  422. 
Port  Pow^ell,  Ala.     Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates,  Aug.  5, 1864.     See  Mobile 
Bay,  Ala.     Operations  in,  Aug.  2-33,  1864.     Reports  of 

Canby,  Edward  E.  S.  McAlester,  Miles  D.  Page,  Eichard  L. 

Granger.  Gordon.  Maury,  Dabney  H.  Williaras,  James  M. 

See  also  indorsement  of  Maury,  p.  442. 
Port  Randolph,  Tenn.    Attack  on  steamer  Belle  Saint  Louis  at.     See  Belle 
Saint  Louis,   Steamer.     Attack  on,  at  Fort  Randolph,    Tenn.,  Oct. 
27,  1864. 

Forward,  William  E.     Mentioned 365 

Poster,  Charles  "W.    Mentioned 529 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Adjutant- General's  Office,  U.  S.  A. 
Foster,  James  C. 

Mentioned 109,127,183,300,903-905 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 905 
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Foster,  Jatues  P.     Mentioned 840 

Foster,  J.  P.     Mentioned 483 

Fosses,  Julius. 

Correspoudciice  with 

O'Eoily,  Micliii.-l 30 

Smith,  Do  Witt  C 29, 30 

Smith,  Tliomas  H 30 

Mentioned 26 

Report  of  Morgan's  Enid  into  Kentucky,  May  31-.Jnne  20,  18f>4 29 

Po-wler,  Alexander.     Mentioned 745, 769 

Fowler,  Manning  A.    Mentioned 31-33,  3r,,  30,  57, 63 

Fox,  Francis  "W.    Mentioned 831 

Fox,  Henry.     Mentioned 301,906 

Fox,  John  A.     Mentioned 651 

Frankfort,  Ky.     Demon.stration  on,  June  10-12,  18G4.     See  Keniuckji,     Mor- 
gan's Maid  in  lo,  May  31- June  30,  1SG4.     liejtorlH  of 
Lindsey,  Daniel  "\V.  Mouroe,  George  W.  ilorg.in,  John  H. 

Franklin,  Samuel  R.     Mentioned 405 

Fratee,  Henry.     Mentioned 445 

Freeman,  E.  T.     Mentioned 819 

Freemcin,  T.  M.     Mentioned 54 

French,  Anderson  H.     Mentioned 335 

French,  Obadiah  C. 

Correspondence  with  .T.  T.  Rogers 491, 492 

Mentioned 486,490,840,892 

French,  Samuel  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Armstrong,  Frank  C 816 

Corse,  John  M 763 

Mentioned 581, 

723, 731, 739, 741, 760, 771,  772,  786, 790,  802, 806,  807,  809,  812,  814,  821,  825 
Reports  of  operations  in  iiiorth  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,  1864 813,814 

Frisly,  J.  R.     Mentioned 445 

Frohn,  A.     Mentioned 508 

Frost,  Silas  D.     Mentioned 877 

Fry,  Thomas  W.,  jr.     Mentioned 234, 351 

Fuller,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 717 

Fuller,  Albert  C.    Mentioned 361 

Fuller,  Albert  F.    Mentioned 740 

Fuller,  John  A.     Mentioned 335 

Fuller,  John  VT.     Mentioned 788 

Fullerton,  Joseph  S. 

Journal  of   operations  in  Nortli  Georgia  and  Iforth  Alabama,  Sept.  29- 
Nov.  13, 1864  .- , 593 

Mentioned ,593 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Stalf,  see  David  S.  Stanhij. 

Funke,  Otto.     Mentioned 570,832 

Fyan,  Robert  W. 

Mentioned 281,285-287,290,381 

Reports  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 292,293 

Gable,  William.    Mentioned 843 
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Gadsden  Road,  Ala.     Skii-misL  ou,  Oct.  25, 1864.    See  Xm-tk  (leorgia  and  Xorth 
Alabavia.     Operations  in,  Sept.  29-Noxk  13,  1864.    Iteporis  of 
Hazeu,  "William  ]i.  Martin,  James  S.  Ostorbaus,  Tctei- J. 

Gafiney,  MattheTV.     Muntiuued 511 

Gage,  Joseph  S.     Meutioued 744 

Gaines,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 408,425,426,443,449^56 

Gaines,  "W.  A.     Mentioned 52,54,55 

Gaines'  Landing  and  Bayou  Macon,  La.     Expedition  from  Vickeburg,  Miss., 

to,  Nov.  6-8, 1864.     Report  of  Embury  D.  Osband 899 

Galbraitb,  P.  W.     Mentioned 337 

Gale,  'WilUam  D.     Mentioned 826 

Galena,  U.  S.S.     Mentioned 443 

Gallatin,  Tenn.     Affair  near.     See  SoxitU  Tunnel,  Tenn.     Affair  at,  near  Galla- 
tin, Oct.  10,  1864. 

Gallimard,  J.  V.     Meutioued 441 

Galloway,  M.  C.     Mentioned 226, 230, 325, 522,  .549 

Gallup,  George  W. 

Mentioned 14 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Pound  Gap,  Ky.,  May  9, 1864 14 

Gardner,  Charles  T.     Mentioned 363 

Gardner,  Franklin.     Mentioned 838 

Gardner,  John.     Mentioned 879 

Gardner,  John  D.     Meutioued 333 

Gardner,  William  H. 

Mentioned o'A,  555 

Report  of  raids  from  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee  into  Soutliwestern  Vir- 

giuia,  Sept.  20-Oct.  17, 1864 554 

Garis,  Conrad.    Mentioned .■ 56,57 

Garland,  Andrew  Jackson;    Mentioned 463 

Gamer,  George  G.     Mentioned 438 

Garr,  Presley  N.     Meutioued 858 

Garrard,  Israel. 

Mentioned. 24-28,660,663-666,668,669,681 

Report  of  Morgan's  Raid  into  Kentucky,  May  31-June  20, 1864 46 

Garrard,  Kenner. 

Mentioned 581, 582, 598, 599,  650,  724,  725, 728,  743, 769,  770, 791,  792, 806, 808 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 726 

Garrison,  James  L.  P.     Mentioned 298 

Gates,  E.     Mentioned 819 

Gatewood,  John.     Mentioned 617,619 

Gathright,  John  T.     Mentioned 50 

Gatlin,  C.  A.     Mentioned 335 

Gay,  WiUiam  H.     Mentioned 741 

Geary,  John  'W. 

Mentioned 650,  &>3,  655-658,  660-662,  671-677,  679,  680,  688, 690 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North   Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 663,665,667 

Geddes,  Andre'w.     Mentioned 479 

Gee,  James  T. 

Mentioned 441 

Report  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay ,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23, 1864 442 

Gee,  W.  H.     Mentioned - 350 

Geer,  Alfa  E.     Mentioned 297 
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I'age. 
Geiger's  Zaake,  Ky.     Skirmishes  .at. 

July  15, 1864.     See  Webster  and    Union   ('ovniien,  Ky.     Oi)eraiions  in,  July 

14-lS,  1864,  etc. 
Aug.  18,  1864.     See  Kentucky.     Expedition  from  Mount   Vernon,  Ind.,  into. 
Ally.  lC-22,  1864,  etc. 

General  Halleck,  Steamer.     Mentioned 466 

General  Thomas,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 694,695,698,699 

George,  J.  N.     Mentioned _ 345 

Georgia,  North.     See  North  Georgia. 
Georgia  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  lAght— Batteries  :  Perrell's,  334, 362,  544. 

Cavairi'— Battalions  :  16th,  846. 

intsLutiy— Battalions :  4th  Sharpshooters,  827.     Regiments  :  29th,  827. 

Miscellaneous— Dade  County  Home  Guards,  494. 

German,  David  "W.     Mentioned 45 

Ghent,  Ky.     Skirmisli  near,  Aug.  29,  1864 3 

Gholson,  Samuel  J.     Mentioned 243,  246,  769 

Ghost,  'William  C.     Mentioned 787 

Gibbons,  William  T.     Mentioned 819 

Gibbs,  Bill.     Mentioned 460 

Gibson,  J.  B.     Mentioned 51,  55 

Gibson,  Q.  K.     Mentioned 818 

Gibson,  Randall  L.     Mentioned 811 

Gibson,  William  H.     Mentioned 867 

Gilbert,  James  I. 

Mentioned 252, 255, 280, 281, 285, 287,  288,  290,  292, 294-297,  377,  379, 380 

Rei>ort8  of 

Oxford,  Miss.     Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  Aug.  1-30, 18G4.       380 
Tupelo,  Miss.      Expedition  from  La  Grange,   Tenn.,   to,   July  5-21, 

1864 285,287 

Gilchrist,  Charles  A.     Mentioned 569,  573, 575 

Gilchrist,  William.     Mentioned ; 143 

Gilham, .     Mentioned 15 

Gill,  Samuel  A.     Mentioned 50 

Gillem,  Alvan  C.  ,^ 

Correspondence  with  Andrew  Johnson 488,  8.5.5, 885 

Mentioned 502,  .55.3, 558,  854,  85.5,  885,  886,  895,  898 

Reports  of 

East  Tennessee.     Breckinridge's  advance  into,  Nov.  4-17, 1864 888 

East  Tennessee.      Operations  in,   Aug.   29-Sept.  4,   1864,   including 
skirmishes  (Sept.  4)  at  Park's  Gap  and  at  Grceneville,  and  death 

of  John  H.  Morgan 488 

East  Tennessee.     Operations  in,  Oct.  10-28,  1864 844 

Greeneville,  Tenn.     Pursuit  of  Confederates  to,  Aug.  21-23,  1864,  and 

skirmishes  at  Eogersville  (21st)  and  Blue  Springs  (23d) 484 

Gillespie's  Plantation,  La.     Expedition  from  Natchez,  Miss.,  to,  and  skirmish, 

Aug.  4-6,  1864.     Report  of  Bernard  G.  Fari-ar 459 

Gillett,  Prank.     Mentioned 717 

Gilliland,  John.    Mentioned 445 

Gilpin,  Thomas  C.     Mentioned 306 

Giltner,  Henry  L. 

Correspondence  with  War  Deiiartment,  C.  S 74, 75 

Mentioned 41, 42, 57,  63,  68,  69,  73,  74, 84,  486,  490,  560-562,  892, 893 

Ginder,  H.    Mentioned 328 


INDEX.  953 

Page. 

Ginn,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 381 

Giraud,  Pierre.     Mentioned 445 

Given,  D.  A.     Mentioned' 333 

Given,  ■William. 

Mentioned 513,  699,  701,  703 

Report  of  operatiou.s  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 ■. ; 713 

Gleasou,  NeTivell.     Mentioned 616 

Gober,  Daniel. 

Mentioned 830,  832,  836-«42 

Report  of  operations  abont  Woodville,  Miss.,  Ang.  3-6,  1801 457 

Goddard,  James  A.    Mentioned 525 

Goin,  ScUiford.     Mentioned 49  51  55 

Good,  David  C.    Mentioned 401 

Goode,  R.  R. 

Charges  and  .specifications  against 83 

Mentioned .59,  69, 83 

Goodman,  W.  A.     Mentioned ,328 

Goodrich,  Augustus  M.     Mentioned _ 390 

Good'win,  John.     Correspondence  with  Stephen  I).  Lee 227 

Gordon,  George  H. 

Itinerary  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23,  1864 422 

Mentioned 418  422 

Gordon,  Oliver  P.     Mentioned 383 

Gordon,  Perry.     Mentioned 382 

Gorgas,  Josiah.    Mentioned 427 

Goshen,  Ala.     Skirmish  at,  Oct.  28,  1864 577 

Govan,  W.  W.     Mentioned 231 

Graessle,  Frederick.     Mentioned 1,32, 133 

Graham,  John  M.     Mentioned 393 

Grand  Gulf,  Miss. 

Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to,  ,Jnly  4-24, 1864,  including  skirmishes 
near  Bolivar  (6th),  at  Utica  (13th),  Port  Gibson  (14th),  and  Grand 

6nlf(16th).     Report  of  Joseph  Karg6 246 

Expedition  from  Vicksburg  to,  July  10-17,  1864,  with  skirmishes  (14th)  at 
PortGibson  and  (16th)  at  Grand  Gulf.     Itinerary  of  1st  Brigade, 

1st  Division,  17fh  Army  Corps.     Frederick  A.  Starring 355 

Skirmish  at,  July  16,  1864.     See  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.    Exjyedition  from  Mem- 
phis, Tenn.,  to,  July  4-24,  18G4.    See  also  Gi-anil  Gulf,  Miss.     Ex- 
pedition from  Vicksiurg  I0,  etc.,  July  10-17,  1864. 
Granger,  Gordon. 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  Charles  D 417, 418 

Page,  Richard  L 439 

Mentioned 402-404,  411,  416,  418, 422,  424 

Reports  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23,  1864 417-419 

Granger,  Robert  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Buford,  Abraham 516 

Croxton,  John  T 606 

Forrest,  Nathan  B : 516 

Mussey,  Reuben  D 527, 528 

Rousseau,  Lovell  H 239, 535 

Mentioned 238,  361, 516,  ,519, 521, 526,  530-,532,  585, 

586,  588,  589,  606-608,  610,  612, 621, 700-703,  706, 707,  712,  714,  715,  860,  908 
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Eeports  of 

Madison  County,  Ala.     Operations  in,  Auj;.  12-14, 1864 462 

Northern  Alabama  and  Middle  Tennessee.     Forrest's  Kaid  into,  Sept. 

16-Oot.  10,  1864 512 

North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  in,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 

1864 .- 694 

Grant,  U.S.    Mentioned 84, 247,  402,  435, 504, 551,  .577,  .583 

Graves,  Edward  P.     Mentioned 660 

Gray,  Ada.    Mentioned 534 

Gray,  Clark.     Eeport  of  operations   in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama, 

Sept.  29-Nov.  13,1864 , 750 

Gray,  Frank.     Mentioned 51 

Green,  John.    Mentioned 711 

Green,  Solomon  L.     Mentioned 46 

Greeneville,  Tenn. 

Pursuit  of  Confederates  to,  Aug.  21-23,  1864,  and  skirmishes  at  Rogers- 

ville  (21st)  and  Blue  Springs  (23d).     Eeport  of  Alv.nn  C.  Gillem.      484 
Scout  from  Strawberry  Plains  to,  Aug.  1-5,  1864,  and  skirmish   (2d)  at 

Morristown .     Eeport  of  Luther  S.  Trowbridge 369 

Skirmishes  at. 

May  30,  1864 1 

Sept.  4,  1864.     See  East  TeytneHsee.     Operations  in,  Aug.  39-Sep1.  4, 1SG4, 

etc. 
Oct.  12, 1864.    Hae  Southiveatern  Virginia.    UaiUs  from  Kentuclnj  and  East 
Tennessee  into,  Sept.  SO-Oct.  17,  1SG4.     lieports  of  Breckinridge,  p. 
559;   Vaughn,  p.  565. 
Greenville,' Miss.     Skirmishes  at. 

May  20,  1864 1 

May  27,  1864 1 

Greenvirood,  Williani  H.     Mentioned 598 

Greggory, .     Mentioned 365 

Gresham,  Walter  Q.     Eeport  of  skirmish  at  Centre  Star,  Ala.,  May  15, 1864. .         16 

Grider,  John  H.     Mentioned 23,38^1 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H. 

Congratulatory  address 130 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  D.  Stnrgis 98,  220 

Mentioned 87,  89,  90, 92, 93, 

99, 104, 108, 115, 119,  123, 127,  134, 136-139,  142, 143, 149, 154, 156,  157, 159, 
160, 162, 163, 176, 181-187, 189, 191-193, 199, 204-208, 210,  211, 214,  217, 219- 
221,  228,  229, 249-252, 256, 259,  305-309,  314,  344,  388,  389,  391,  392, 400,  430 
Reports  of 

Mississippi.  Kxpedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into,  June  1-13, 1864. . .  128 
Oxford,  Miss.  Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenu.,  to,  Aug.  1-30, 1864 . .  386 
Tupelo,  Miss.     Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  5-21, 1864. .      304 

Testimony  of.     Stnrgis  Board  of  Investigation 199-203 

Griffin,  B.  A.     Mentioned , 818 

Grif&n,  Daniel  F.     Mentioned 620 

Griffith,  George.     Mentioned 715 

Griffith,  Patrick.     Eeport  of  operations  in  Nortli  Georgia  and  North  Alabani.a, 

Sept.  29-Nov.  13. 1864 654 

Griffiths,  Joseph  M.     Eeport  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Ala- 
bama, Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 1864 785 

Grisham,  George  E.     Mentioned 846,  892 

Grose,  "William.    Mentioned 605, 607, 608, 907 
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Grower,  William  T.  C. 

Mentioned 238,363,364 

Report  of  expedition  from  Decatur  to  Conrtlimd,  Ala.,  and  skirmish,  July 

25-28,1864 36i 

Gmbb's  Cross-Roads,  Ky.     Skirmisli  at,  Aug.  21, 1864 3 

Gmmbach,  Nicholas. 

Mentioned g^g 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alaliama,  Sept.  29-Nov 

13,1864 678 

Guernsey,  Henry  H.     Mentioned 715 

Gunboats.     Capture  and  destruction  of.     See  West  Temiensee.    Forrest's  Raid 

into,  Oct.  IG-Nov.  10,  18G4. 
Gunter's  Landing,  Ala.     Scout  from,  to  Warrenton,  July  11, 1864.     See  War- 
renton,  Ala.     Scout  from  Gunter's  Landing  to,  and  sUrmish,  July 
11, 1864. 
Guntown,  Miss.     Engagement  near.     See  Bricks  Cross-Iioads  (or  Tishomingo 
Creek),  near  Gunioivn,  Miss.     Engagement  at,  June  10,  1864. 

Gwyn,  Iiycurgus  B.     Mentioned 297 

Haddix's  Ferry,  Ky.    Expedition  from  Paducali  to,  and  skirmish,  July  26-27, 

1864.     Report  of  John  H.  Peck 365 

Hade,  Emanuel.     Mentioned 651,  665,  682 

Hale,  Henry  S.     Mentioned 332,  337,  340 

Hall,  Andrew.     Mentioned 46 

Hall,  Jairus  W.     Mentioned 702, 703, 713 

Hall,  John  P. 

Mentioned 752-754 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 755 

Hall,  John  "W.     Mentioned 699 

Hall,  William.     (Confederate.)     Mentioned 445 

Hall,  William.     (Union.)     Mentioned 361 

Halleck,  General,  Steamer.     Mentioned 466 

Halleck,  Henxy  W. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 102 

Mentioned 22 

Halley,  Branson.     Mentioned _ 478 

HaUoivell's  Landing.     See  Jaclson's  Ferry,  Ala. 

Hambleton,  Rose,  Steamer.     Mentioned 246 

Hambright,  Henry  A.     Mentioned 617-619 

Hambright,  Sterling.     Mentioned 485 

Hamel,  Nelson.     Mentioned 708 

Hamilton,  Mrs.     Mentioned 77 

Hampton,  Bzekiel  H. 

Mentioned 819 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  Nortli  Alabama,  Se])t.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 820 

Hanks,  W.  H.     Mentioned 237 

Hanna,  'William. 

Mentioned 703,  774, 775 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgi.a  and  North  Alabama,  Se])t.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 779 

Hanna,  W.  M.     Mentioned 83 

Hanson,  Charles  S.  , 

Mentioned 21,26-28,38,46,48,70-72,76,554 

Report  of  Morgan's  Raid  into  Kentucky,  May  31-June  20, 1864 38 
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HEinson,  Robert  M.     Mentioned 117,132 

Hapemau,  Douglas.     Mentionefl 617 

Harbert,  William  S.     Mentioned 688 

Harberts,  Harbert.    Mentioned 459 

Hardee,  ■WiUiam  J.    Mentioned 596, 597,  664,  719,  729, 768,  769, 805 

Hardenbrook,  'William.     Mentioned 686 

Hardesty,  G.  A.     Mentioned 12 

Hardie,  James  A.     For  correspondence,  see  War  Department,  U.S. 

Hardy,  Lewis.     Mentioned 256,273 

Hargis,  T.  J.  P.     Mentioned 562 

Harlan,  Emory  B.      Mentioned 358 

Harlan,  John  M.    Mentioned 51,  .52,  55 

Harlan,  Zene.     Mentioned 525 

Harmon,  Albert  J.     Mentioned 305 

Harmon,  Heman  R.     Mentioned 31-33,  35,  36,  58,  63 

Harper, .     Mentioned 812,  843 

Harper,  Joseph  T.    Mentioned 554, 555 

Harris, .     Mentioned 881, 882 

Harris,  Abram.     Eeport  of  operations  in  Nortli  Georgia  and  Nortli  Alabama,        - 

Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 1864 , 823 

Harris,  Frederick  H.  Eeport  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  Nortli  Ala- 
bama, Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 1864 656 

Harris,  Isham  G.     Mentioned 719,798,805 

Harris,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 879 

Harris,  William  A.     Mentioned 416 

Harrisburg,  near  Tupelo,  Miss.  Kngagement  at,  July  14-15,  1864.  See 
Tupelo,  Miss.  Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  5-21, 
1864.     IteporU  of 

Bainett,  Thomas  T.  Heath,  William  H.  Mooro,  Eisilon  it. 

Bell.  Tyree  H.  Herrick,  Thomas  P.  Mower,  Joseph  A, 

Berry,  Benjamin  C.  Hill,  Sylvester  G.  Murray,  Charle.'J  B. 

Bouton,  Edward.  Holt,  Gust.avus  A.  C  Nohle,  John  AV. 

Buford,  Ahraham.  Horton,  Ch.irles  C.  Peters,  Jolin  H. 

Btirgh,  Henry  B.  Hubbard,  Charles  A.  Kidgway,  S.  Raiue-s. 

Burns,  Richard.  Hutchison,  Jonathan.  Sanborn,  John  £. 

Campbell,  "William  J.  Jennison,  Samuel  P.  Shaoklett,  Absalom  K. 

Chalmers,  James  E.  Kinney,  Thomas  J.  Smith,  Andrew  J. 

Cochran,  Joel  T.  Lowell,  John  W.  Stibhs,  John  H. 

Coon.DatusK.  Mabry,  Hinchie  P.  Tate,  Thomas  S.,  .jr. 

Cram,  OrriuW.  McClure,  John  D.  Tyler,  H.  A. 

Crossland,  Edward.  McMillen,  "William  L.  "Ward,  Lyman  M. 

Forrest,  Kathan  B.  Main,  Zalmon  S.  "Williams,  Martin  H. 

Fyan,  Robert  "W.  Marsh,  Josiah  F.  TVinslow,  Edward  F. 

Gilbert,  James  I.  Marshall,  "William  R.  "Wolfe,  Edward  H. 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H.  Moore,  David.  AVoods,  Joseph  J. 

Haslip,  Amos  M.  Moore,  Edwin.  Young,  George  F. 

,  Harrison,  Benjamin.    Mentioned 685 

Harrison,  Burton  N.    Mentioned 431 

Harrison,  George  W. 

Correspondence  "n'ith  Na,vy  Department,  (J.  S 432,  456 

Mentioned 432, 443,  444,  4.53 

Harrison,  Isham.     Mentioned 324,  329, 332,  335,  348-350 

Harrison,  Thomas.     Mentioned ,. 725 

Harrod,  William  J.     Mentioned 525 

Harrodsburg,  Ky.     Skirmish  at,  Oct.  21,  1864 4 

Har|ell,  F.     Mentioned 461 

Hart,  G.  P.    Mentioned 901 
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Hart,  John.    Mentioned 688 

Hart,  'WilUam  H.     Mentioned 711 

Hartford,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 408,  409,  416,  443-445, 448,  449, 452-454 

Harvie,  EdvTin  J. 

Journal  of  Army  of  Tennessee.     Operations  iu  North  Georgia  and  North 

Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13,  1864 808 

Mentioned 809 

Hascall,  Milo  S.     Mentioned 789 

Hase,  John  L.    Mentioned 757 

Haselwood,  Richard  "W.     Mentioned 43,  .554 

Haskins,  D.  Eddy.     Mentioned 711 

Haslip,  Amos  M. 

Mentioned 281, 285, 287, 381 

Reports  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 290 

Hatch,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with 

Croston,  John  T 613 

Stanley,  David  S 612-614 

Thomas,  George  H 610 

Mentioned 375,378, 

382, 385-388, 390, 395,  470, 471, 539,  548,  589-591,  606,  608-614, 870, 886, 908 
Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Oxford,  Miss.,  Aug.  1-30, 

1864 388 

Hatch,  Harlan  H.     Mentioned 35 

Hatchitt,  James  G.     Report  of  raids  from  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee  into 

Southwestern  Virginia,  Sept.  20-Oct.  17,  1864 553 

Hatfield,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 682 

Hatha-way,  Robert  B.    Mentioned 675 

Haw^es,  Richard.     Correspondence  with  R.  A.  Alston 77 

Hawkins,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 494 

Haw^kins,  T.     Mentioned 335 

Hawley,  Chauncey  G-.     Mentioned 558 

Ha^ffley,  William.     Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Ala- 
bama, Sept.  29-Noy.  13,  1864 658 

Hayes,  Hiram.     Mentioned - 595, 600 

Hayes,  John.    Mentioned 448 

Hayes,  Thomas.     Mentioned 847, 848 

Haynes,  Daniel.     Mentioned 819 

Haynes,  William  D.     Mentioned 671 

Hays, .     Mentioned 15 

HaysUp,  Ransom  C.     Mentioned 12 

Hazen,  William  B. 

Mentioned 646,  731, 733,  741-744 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,  1864 - - 745 

Hazzard,  Joseph  D.     Mentioned - .  -      523 

Hearsey,  William  E.     Mentioned .' 477 

Heath,  Joseph.    Mentioned 834 

Heath,  William  H. 

Mentioned 269 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 273 

Heelan,  Philip  R.    Mentioned 280,282 
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Heiman,  Port.    See  J''orl  Heiman. 

Heintzelman,  Samuel  P. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  W.Hill 61 

Mentioned '. 26, 33,  .34, 56, 61, 63, 69 

Report  of  operations  about  Shawneetown,  111.,  Aug.  13,  1864 462 

Heiskell,  Joseph  B.    Mentioned 485 

Heimlich,  Gustav  von.    Mentioned 131-133 

Hemenover,  Anthony  A.    Mentioned 366 

Henderson,  Andrew  J.    Mentioned 905 

Henderson,  David  B.    Eci)ort  of  skirmish  on  the  Byhalia  (Miss.)  Road,  south 

of  Colliervillc,  Tenn.,  July  2,  1864 242 

Henderson,  Thomas  J.    Mentioned 789,  793,  794 

Henderson,  VTash.    Mentioned 647 

Henderson,  Ky.     Skirmish  near,  Sept.  25,  1864 4 

Hendricks,  J.  H.  (J.  M.)    Mentioned 648,649 

Hendricks,  Lindsay.    Mentioned 648 

Henry,  Harvey.     Mentioned - 356 

Henry,  James.     Mentioned 519 

Henry,  J.  R.    Mentioned - 818 

Hensley,  John  M.    Mentioned 904 

Hepburn,  'William  P.    Mentioned 481 

Hernando,  Miss.     Skirmish  at,  Oct.  15,  1864 - 4 

Herrick,  Thomas  P. 

Mentioned 301,302,389 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenu.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 - 319 

Herring,  'William.     Mentioned 905 

Herriott,  George  F.    Mentioned 538 

Herron,  Francis  J.     Mentioned 574 

Herron,  'William  H.    Mentioned 256,298 

Hess,  Joseph  C. 

Mentioned 92,93,96,154,155,387,391,392 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Oxford,  Miss.,  Aug.  1-30, 

1864 392 

He^7ett,  John  M.     Mentioned 51,52,55 

Hewitt,  Charles  T.    Mentioned 703 

Hibbitt,  J.  R.     Mentioned 231 

Hickle,  'William.     Mentioned 460 

Hickle,  "William,  jr.     Mentioned 460 

Hickman,  Ky.     Scout  from  Columbus  to,  July  17-18,  1864.     Report  of  Robert 

Y.  Bradford 360 

Hickman  and  Maury  Counties,  Tenn.     Scout  in,  May  2-12,  1864.    Report 

of  Russ  B.  Davis 5 

Hicks,  James.     Mentioned 24, 40, 43, 45 

Hicks,  S.  R.     Mentioned 855 

Hiett,  HughM.    Mentioned 876 

Hill,  Captain.    Mentioned 804 

Hill,  A.  P.     Mentioned 343 

Hill,  Charles.'  Mentioned 858 

Hill,  Charles  "W.     Correspondence  -with  Samuel  P.  Heintzelman 61 

Hill,  Sylvester  G. 

Mentioned 269,  388 

Reports  of 

Oxford,  Miss.     Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  Aug.  1-30, 1864.      376 

Tupelo,  Miss.     Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  5-21,  18(i4.      271 

Hinckley,  James  D.    Mentioned 363 


INDEX.  959 

Page, 
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Hinkle,  J.  B.     Mentioned  ; j^j  j2 

Hitchcock,  Henry.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Williani  T.  Sherman. 

Hoag,  Iioel  B.     Mentioned 272 

Hobart,  Harrison  C.     Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Ala- 
bama, Sept.  29-Nov.  13,1864 617 

Hobbs,  Wilson.    Mentioned ggg 

Hobson,  Edward  H. 
Correspondence  with 

Asper,  JoelF 61 

Burbridgc,  Stephen  G 62  70  72 

Butler,  John  S 7X 

Ewing,  Hugh 4g7 

Ferguson,  Stephen  M 73 

Laird,  George  H 7I 

Mentioned 20-23,  25, 26, 28,  31,  36, 38,  39, 56-61,  63,  65-69,  76 

Reports  of 

Canton  and  Roaring  Spring,  Ky.     Skirmishes  at,  Aug.  22, 1864 487 

Eastern  Kentucky.      Operaticms  in,  Aug.  1-31,  1864,  and  skirmislies 

(1st)  near  Bardstown  and  (2d)  near  New  Haven 401 

Kentucky.     Morgan's  Raid  into.  May  31-.7une  20, 1864 31-33 

Hockman,  Joseph.     Mentioned 705 

Hodge,  Ambrose.     Mentioned 307 

Hodge,  George  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson 836 

Scott,  John  S 840,841 

Mentioned 84,458,840-842 

Report  of  ojierations  in  Southwest  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana,  Oct.  2- 

11, 1864 836 

Hoge,  George  B. 

Mentioned 90,  93,  95,  98, 103-108, 112, 118, 119, 124, 149, 154, 

157,  161, 169, 171,  173,  175, 180, 196, 199,  208, 209, 211, 217, 219,  469,  474, 477 
Rei)orts  of 

Memphis,  Tenn.     Attack  on,  Aug.  21,1864 475 

Mississippi.     Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into,  Jnne  1-13, 1864..       118 
Northern  Alabama  and  Middle  Tennessee.     Forrest's  Raid  into,  Sept. 

16^0ct.  10,  1864 539 

Testimony  of.     Stnrgis  Board  of  Investigation 161-167 

Hoge,  John  Blair.     Correspondence  with  Samuel  W.  Melton 235,  236 

Hogg,  "W.  R.     Mentioned 231 

Hogle,  Iiorenzo  D.     Mentioned 877 

Holland,  Captain.     Mentioned 367 

Holland,  D.  F.     Mentioned 875 

Holland,  John  S.     Mentioned 819 

Hollers,  John  P.     Mentioned 363 

Hollis,  "W.  T.     Mentioned 335 

HoUoc,  Captain.     Mentioned 369 

Hollopeter,  Jehu  L.     Mentioned 593 

Holly  Springs,  Miss. 

Affair  near,  Ang.  28, 1864 3 

Skirmish  at,  May  24,  1864 1 

Holmes,  David.    Mentioned 718,  719 

Holmes,  Bugene.     Mentioned 458,  830, 833 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H.     Mentioned 235 
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Holt,  Gustavus  A.  C. 

Mentioned 332, 337-339 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tnpelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 338 

Homer,  John  T.    Mentioned 525 

Homochltto  River,  Miss.    Expedition  from  Natchez,  Miss.,  to,  Oct.  5-8, 1864. 
See  Southwest  Mississippi  and  Hast  Louisiana.     Operations  in,  Oct. 
2-11,  1864.     Report  of  Farrar,  p.  835. 
Hood,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  6.  T 798-801    . 

Johnson,  Lewis 718 

Stewart,  Alexander  P 814 

Wever,  Clark  R 753 

Mentioned  498,  565,  581-584 ,  587-591, 

594-596, 598,  600,  601,  604,  606-609,  612-614, 617, 619, 635,  637,  640, 643, 646, 
649, 652,  668, 694-696,  699, 700, 702, 703, 718-721,  723, 724, 726, 729-732,  734, 
735,  740, 741, 743,  744,  746, 748, 752, 756,  757, 761,  762,  767-770,  788, 789,  791, 
793-799,  801,  803-806,  808, 810, 812,  814,  815, 826,  844, 845,  869, 901,  907, 908 
Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  27-Nov. 

13,  1864 801 

Hooper,  E.  P.    Mentioned 231 

Hoover,  Henry.    Mentioned 269 

Hopkins,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 848 

Hopkins,  Jennie,  Steamer.     Mentioned 466 

Hopson,  Albert  S.    Mentioned 264 

Horn,  Henry.    Mentioned - .       781 

Hornback,  Silas  H.  F.     Mentioned 819 

Home,  J.  Clay.     Mentioned 333 

Homer,  'William.     Mentioned 759 

Homsby,  James  H.    Mentioned 889 

Horton,  Charles  C .     Reports  of 

Oxford,  Miss.     Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  Aug.  1-30,  1864 390 

Tupelo,  Miss.    Exi)edition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  5-21, 1864 318 

Hosmer,  Harvey  P.    Mentioned 109, 110, 260 

Hough,  John.     Mentioned - 254,301,302 

Houghton,  Moses  B. 

Mentioned 703 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 710 

Houk,  Berry.     Mentioned 647, 648 

Hovey,  Alvin  P.    Report  of  expedition  from  Mount  Vernon,  lud.,  into  Ken- 
tucky, Aug.  16-22,   1864,  including  skirmishes  at  White  Oak 
Springs  (17th),  Geiger's  Lake  (18th),  and  Smith's  Mills  (19th)..       465 
Howard,  Oliver  O. 

Mentioned .=580. 582, 584, 595,  .596, 598 

599, 603,  615, 725,  730-734,  736,  742,  744, 747, 761, 769,  770,  776,  791,  792, 907 
Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

1.3,1864 730 

Ho'well's  Ferry,  Ga.     Skirmish  near,  Oct.  19, 1864.     Sec  Turner's  and  Howell's 
Ferries,  Ga.     SMrmishes  near,  etc. 

Ho-wgate,  Henry  'W.    Mentioned 591-593 

Howland,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with  James  L.  Donaldson 863,  864 

Mentioned 860,862-866 
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Hubbard,  Charles  A.  "^ 

Mentioned 259 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 262 

Hubbard,  Iiucius  F. 

Mentioned 373 

Eeport  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Oxford,  Miss.,  Aug.  1-30, 

1864 373 

Hubbard,  'William  S.    Mentioned I35 

Huff,  .     Mentioned 375 

Huff,  Eldred. 

Mentioned 146  902 

Eeport  of  scout  near  Mempliis,  Tenn.,  Nov.  10, 1864 902 

Huff,  Sanford  W.    Mentioned 269 

Hughes, .     (Citizen.)    Mentioned 762 

Hughes, .     (Guerrilla.)     Mentioned 352 

Hughes,  Captain.     Mentioned 498 

Hughes,  Dave,  Steamer.     Mentioned 864 

Hughes,  James.    Mentioned 466 

Hughes,  Samuel  T.    Mentioned 76i 

Hughes,  William  B.    Mentioned .,  _      440 

Hulburd,  Edwin  M. 

Mentioned 362,703 

Reports  of 

Courtland,  Ala.    Expedition  from  Decatur  to,  and  skirmish,  July  25- 

28,1864 363 

North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.      Operations  in,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 

1864 710 

Hunt,  Abram  H.    Mentioned 554 

Hunter,  David.     Mentioned 67 

Hunter,  Robert  A.    Mentioned 519 

Huntsville,  Ala.     Skirmishes  near. 

Oct.  1, 1864.     See  Northern  Alabama  and  Middle  Tennessee.     Forrest's  Said 
into,  Sept.  16-Oct.  10,  1864.    Report  of  Granger,  p.  517. 

Oct.  18,1864 577 

Hurlbut,  Frederick  J. 

Mentioned 769,775,776,778,782,783 

Reports  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 781,782 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A.     Mentioned 405, 469, 474 

Hurricane  Creek,  Miss.    Skirmishes  at. 

Aug.  9,  1864.    See  Oxford,  Miss.    Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  Aug. 
ISO,  1864.     Reports  of 
Grierson,  Benjamin  H.  Noble,  John  "W.  Thomae,  De  Witt  C. 

Hatch,  Edward. 

Aug.  13-14, 1864.     See  Oxford  Miss.    Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to, 
Aug.  1-30,  1864.     Beports  of 

(rrierson,  Benjamin  H.  Hattovks,  Eli.  Shaw,  William  T. 

Hatch,  Edward.  Merriam,  Jonathan.  Wolfe,  Edward  H. 

Horton,  Charles  C. 

See  also  itinerary  of  1st  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps,  p.  371. 
Aug.  19, 1864.     See   Oxford,   Miss.    Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to, 
Aug.  ISO,  1864.     Reports  of  Grierson,  p.  387;    Batch,  p.  389. 

Hurst,  Samuel  H.     Mentioned 681 
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Hurt,  A.  D.    Mentioned 348 

Hutchison,  Jonathan. 

Mentioned •_ 281,285,287 

Keports  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 291,292 

Hutchison,  T.  J.    Mentioned 50, 53 

Hyams,  Samuel  M.,  jr.    Mentioned 315 

Hyatt,  Eli.    Mentioned 382 

Hyde,  Charles  "W.    Mentioned 38,39 

Hynds,  David  J. 

Mentioned 847,848,854,898 

Report  of  operations  in  East  Tennessee,  Oct.  10-28, 1864 854 

Iglehart,  O.  S.    Mentioned 451 

Illinois  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries  :  Chicago  Board  of  Trade,  724.  Regiments  : 
1st  (Batieries),  A,  741,  743;  C,  617;  E,  103-105, 122,  123,  173,  185, 194, 195, 
209,217,219,254,257,259,260,  262,  263,  278,  279;  P,  741,  743;  G,  475;  H, 
741,743,744;  K,256;  2d  (Batteries),  A, 424;  B,  103,118-120,  162,174,185, 
209,217,219;  C,  467;  D,  695,704,  705;  G,  255,  280,  295-297,  299,  300,  384- 
386;  1,628;  K,  459, 831;  L,  7-9, 244,  245,  899. 
Cavalry— flej/menfe ;  3d,  129,  131-133,  256,  316,  463,  480,  482;  4th,  459,497, 
498,  550,  551,  570,  831-833;  5th,  7,  8,  243,567-569,572,575,  831,  832;  6th, 
387,  389,  390,  469,  480,  482;  7th,  129,  136-138,  140,  201,  204,  256,  379,  393, 
469,  480,  481;  9th,  129,  131-133,  171,  250,  256,  262,  302,  304,  305,  308,  309, 
315-318,  387,  389,  390;  11th,  7,  243,  569,  575,  831. 
Infantry— ffej/me/ifs  ;  7th,  16,  763,  764, 766,  774, 776-779,  782-784 ;  8th,  243 ; 
9th,  761,783,784;  10th,  747,748,754;  11th,  7,243,245;  12th,  749,762- 
764,766,773-777,780,782;  16th,  621,636,637;  28th,  459,  551;  29th,  459, 
550,551,570,833,  835;  34th,  641,642;  41st,  255,276,277;  46th,  7-9, 243- 
245;  47th,  254,265,373-375;  49th,  255,  381,383-385;  50th,  749,763,764, 
766,774,777,779-784;  52d,  772,773,781,782;  56th,  747,752,753,755-758; 
57th,  718,720,763,766,772,777,781-785;  58th,  255,280,282,284,285,378; 
60th,  621, 634,  636,  638;  66th,  776,777;  72d,  7,355,356;  76th,  7-9,243; 
78th,  641,642;  81st,  103,118-123,  163,  173,  209;  83d,  467;  85th,  86th, 
643;  93d,  748-750,  762-764,  766,  774,  814,  818;  94th,  422;  95th,  103,118- 
123,  163,  165,  209;  101st,  660;  102d,  684;  105th,  685,  687;  108th,  103, 
109,118-120,  163,  475;  110th,  621,  643,  644;  113th,  103, 104, 107,  111,  118- 
120, 124, 163, 164, 209,  473-175, 479,  480,  482,  539,  541 ;  114th,  103,  104,  108, 
109,111,117,169,172,173,  177,  196,  197,  209,214,  254,  259-263,  372;  117th, 
255,280,295-297,299,378,382-385;  119th,  25.5,280,  282,  284,  285,  377,  378; 
120th,  103,  118-121,  139,  163,  165,  475,  539,  541;  122d,  255,  280,  282-284, 
378;  124th,  7,8,243;  125th,  621,  634,  643-645;  132d,  365,  366;  137th, 
469,472,474^76,482;  140th,  476. 
Indiana  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments ;  1st,  423, 424. 

Artillery,  Light— ffarter/es ;  3d,  255, 262, 280, 282, 284-286, 288, 292.  294,  381 ; 
6th,  103-105,  107, 114, 170, 173,  175, 176, 180,  185,  209,  219, 255, 257, 262, 264, 
270,  271,  376;  9th,  255,  379;  13th,  843;  14th,  129,  131,  133,184-186,190, 
217,219,255;  18th,  724;  19th,  667. 
CuvalTj— Regiments :  2d,  29, 30;  7th,  128, 130-136, 242, 374, 375, 379, 391-393, 
395,883;  9th,  504,514,  520,535,537;  10th,  504,509,  517,  535,  537,  538,695, 
699, 700, 707 ;  11th,  515,  517, 694, 695 ;  12th,  241, 354, 462, 512, 513, 515, 517, 
695;  13th,  517, 694-696, 701. 
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Indiana  Troops.    Mentioned — Continued. 

Infantry— fle^/menfe;  9th,  597,598;  22d,  643;  25th,  361-363;  27th,  655, 
659;  32d,  466;  33d,  687-689;  38th,  618-620;  46th,  466;  52d,  250,255, 
280, 295, 297, 298, 381, 382, 385, 386 ;  66th,  772 ;  68th,  696, 701, 702, 708, 709, 
716;  70th,  685-687;  73d,  463,  464,  509,510,  512,517,586,  695,696,701,702, 
709,710,712;  74th,  647-649;  85th,  687-690;  89th,  255,  280,  282,  284,377, 
378;  93d,  103-105, 108, 111-113, 167-170, 173, 177, 209, 210, 254, 259-262, 371- 
373. 
Miscellaneous — Indiana  Legion,  466. 

Indian  Bayou,  Miss.    Affair  at,  June  8, 1864.     Report  of  Perry  Evans 231 

Ingerton,  "WilUam  H.    Mentioned 485, 486, 489, 490, 845, 846, 888, 889, 891 

Ingle, .    Mentioned g52 

Intercourse.     See  Trade  and  Intercourse. 
Iowa  Troops.     Mentioned. 

ArtiUery,  Light— fia«er/es ;  1st,  741,  742,  744 ;  2d,  254, 257, 259,  261, 265,  266, 

271, 373, 374, 385. 
Cavalry— fle^/menfs ;  2d,  89, 256, 295, 302,  312,  314-316,  318,  389,  390,  539 ;  3d, 
112,  136-145, 157, 169, 171, 204,  205,  256,  263,  304-311,  314,  388,  391,  394-396, 
481;  4th,  109, 134, 136-146, 174,  204, 205,  256,  263,  306-310,  312,  313,  380, 388, 
391, 394-396,  480, 481,  884,  902. 
Infantry— /?ep//nenfs;  2d,  772;  7th,  772,  773,  781,  782;  8th,  471,  473,  474, 
478-480;  10th,  635;  12th,  254,  268-272,274,  375,376;  14th,  255,281,  285, 
287-289,291,292,381;  17th,  747,  748,  752,  758-760;  20th,  422,  423;  26th, 
742;  27th,  255,281,  285-288,  290-292,381;  32d,  255,281,  285-288,291-293, 
381;  35th,  254,  268,  269,  271,  272,  274,  372,  375-377,  388,  389;  38th,  422; 
39th,  762-764, 766,  777,  778,  782-787;  46th,  361, 475. 

Ireland,  David.    Mentioned 673, 677, 678 

Irwin,  Archibald  S.     Mentioned 479, 480 

Irwin,  J.  W.    Mentioned liJlB 

Issaquena  County,  Miss.    Skirmishes  in. 

July  10,  1864 2 

Aug.  17, 1864 3 

Issaquena  and  Washington  Counties,  Miss.     Operations  in,  Oct.  24-31, 
1864,  and  skirmish  (25th)  at  Steele's  Bayou.     Reports  of  Embury 

D.  Osband 878 

Itasca,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 443 

Itineraries.    See 

Grand  Gulf,  Miss.    Expedition  from  Vielcsburg  to,  July  10-17, 1864,  etc. 
Moiile  Bay,  Ala.     Operations  in,  Aug.  S-S3,  1864. 
Mount  Pleasant,  Miss.     Skirmish  near,  May  SS,  1864. 

North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  in,  Sept.  Z9-Nov.  13,  1864. 
Oxford,  Miss.     Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  Ang.  ISO,  1864. 

See  also  Journals. 

Iverson,  Alfred.     Mentioned 661,667,670,788,789,801 

Jackson,  Alfred  E. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  J.  Preston 560 

Mentioned 567 

Reports  of  raids  from  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee  into  Southwestern 

Virginia,  Sept.  20-Oot.  17,  1864 560 

Jackson,  Andrew,  jr.    Mentioned 441 

Jackson,  Charles  H. 

Mentioned 15,748,749,762 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept,  29-Nov. 

13,1864 751 
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Jackson,  George  W. 

Mentioned 68,532 

Report  of  Forrest's  Kaid  into  Northern  Alabama  and  Midlde  Tennessee, 

Sept.  16-Oct.  10, 1864 .538 

Jackson,  Henry  R.    Mentioned...; 826,827 

Jackson,  John  C.    Mentioned 226 

Jackson,  Thomas  A.    Mentioned 751 

Jackson,  "William  H.     Mentioned 686,  687,  726, 768,  770,  799, 801, 804-806, 808 

Jackson,  La.     Skirmish  near,  Oct.  5,  1864.     See  Thompson's  Creek,  near  Jack- 
son, La.    Skirmish  at,  etc. 
Jackson,  Miss.    Engagement  near,  July  7,  1864.     See  Pearl  River,  Miss.    Ex- 
pedition from  Ficksburtj  to,  etc.,  July  Z-10,  1864. 
Jackson's  Ferry  (Hallowell's  Landing),  Ala.    Skirmish  at.  May  12,  1864. 

Report  of  William  A.  Naylor 15 

James,  Captain.    Mentioned 333 

Jameson,  'William  H.     Report  of  attack  on  steamer  Belle  Saint  Louis,  at  Fort 

Randolph,  Tenn.,  Oct.  27,  1864 880 

Jamieson,  D.  "W.    Mentioned 901 

Jarnagin,  Milton  P.     Correspondence  with 

Blackford,  Charles  M 81 

Breckinridge,  John  C ....83,84 

J.  C.  Snow,  Steamer.    Mentioned 246 

J.  D.  Perry,  Steamer.    Mentioned 246 

Jean,  Lorenzo.    Mentioned 301 

Jeannette  Rogers,  Steamer.     Mentioned 466 

JeSers,  E.  G.    Mentioned 442 

Jenkins,  B.  W.    Mentioned 66, 68 

Jenkins,  William  S.    Mentioned 389 

Jennie  Hopkins,  Steamer.     Mentioned 466 

Jennings,  'William.     Report  of  raids  from  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee  into 

Southwestern  Virginia,  Sept.  20-Oct.  17,  1864 567 

Jennings,  'William  H.    Mentioned 727 

Jennison,  Samuel  P. 

Mentioned 259,262 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 263 

Jerome,  A.  Brainard.    Mentioned 416 

Jessee,  George  M.    Mentioned 29 

Jeter,B.  A.    Mentioned 857 

Johnson, .     (Confederate.)    Mentioned 492 

Johnson. .     (Union.)    Mentioned 51,52,55 

Johnson,  AdamR.    Mentioned 462,466,487 

Johnson,  AndreMV. 

Correspondence  with  Alvan  C.  Gillem 488, 855, 885 

Mentioned ." 843,855,885 

Johnson,  Edward.    Mentioned 611, 808, 811 

Johnson,  Ediward  S.     Mentioned 777 

Johnson,  George  'W.    Mentioned 308,311 

Johnson,  Gilbert  M.  L. 

Correspondence  with  Abraham  Buford 516 

Mentioned 516 

Johnson,  Henry  C.    Mentioned - 688 

Johnson,  Henry  W.    Mentioned 127,904 
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Johnson,  John  M. 

Mentioned 174,196 

Testimony  of.    Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation 196, 197 

Johnson,  Le^vis. 

Correspondence  with 

Hood,  John  B 718 

Thomas,  George  H 723 

Mentioned 587,722,732 

Reports  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,  1864 717,721 

Johnson,  Parson.    Mentioned 241, 354 

Johnson,  Richard  TRr.    Mentioned 505,538,634 

Johnson,  Samuel  F. 

Mentioned 487 

Report  of  o^ieratious  in  Webster  and  Union  Counties,  Ky.,  July  14-18, 
1864,  including  skirmishes  (14th)  at  Morganfield  and  (15th)  at 

Geigers  Lake 359 

Johnson,  Thomas.    Mentioned 83 

Johnson,  "William  A.    Mentioned 16, 222, 223, 225, 229, 231, 530, 542-546, 549 

Johnsonville,  Tenn. 

Action  at,  Nov.  4-6, 1864.     See  West  Tennessee.    Forrest's  Raid  into,  Oct.  16- 
Nov.  10,  1864.    Reports  of 

Beauregard,  G.  T.  Forrest,  Nathan  B.  Sinclair,  'William. 

Chalmers,  James  K.  Mussoy,  Scuhen  D.  Thoma.'i,  George  H. 

Skirmish  near,  Sept.  25,  1864 4 

Johnston,  Charles  B.    Mentioned 437 

Johnston,  James  D. 

Mentioned 444, 445, 447 

Report  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23, 1864 445 

Johnston,  Joseph  E.     Mentioned 81,91,171,221,359,590 

Johnston,  J.  Stoddard.     Correspondence  with 

Breckinridge,  John  C 847 

Echols,  John 847 

Palmer,  John  B 854 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Jolin  C.  Breckinridge. 

Johnston,  Robert  A.    Mentioned 858 

Johnston,  T.  N.    Mentioned 440,441 

Johnston,  William  M.    Mentioned 423 

Joice, .     Mentioned 858 

Joiner,  Josiah.  'Mentioned 756-758 

Jones,  Benjamin  S.    Mentioned 140, 141, 143, 144 

Jones,  Bushrod.    Mentioned -•>. 803 

Jones,  Fielder  A.     Mentioned 532, 537 

Jones,  H.     Mentioned 461 

Jones,  James  T.    Mentioned 81 

Jones,  J.  Blackburn.    Mentioned 300 

Jones,  John  J. 

Mentioned 8 

Report  of  expedition  from  Vicksbnrg  to  Pearl  River,  Miss.,  etc.,  July  2-10, 

1864 244 

Jones,  John  L.    Mentioned 592, 593 

Jones,  John  P.    Mentioned 785,787 

Jones,  John  S.    Mentioned 703 

Jones,  La^vrence.    Mentioned 68 

Jones,  Neiivton.    Mentioned 29 
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Jones,  Patrick  H.    Mentioned 660,666,668,674,677 

Jones,  R.  E.    Mentioned ■- . .      818 

Jones,  Theodore.    Mentioned 743, 745 

Jones,  W.  a.    Mentioned 65, 67 

Jones,  'Wells  S.    Mentioned 743,745,746 

Jonesborough,  Tenn.    Skirmish  at,  Sept.  29, 1864.    See  Southwestern  Virginia. 
Baids  from  Kentucky  and  East  Tetmeasee  into,  Sept.  SO-Oct.  17, 1864. 
Report  of  Ammeu,  p.  558. 
Tonesville,  Va.    Skirmish  near,   Aug.  4,  1864.     See  Cumberland  Gap,  Tenn. 
Scout  from,  into  Lee  County,  Va.,  etc.,  Aug.  3-6,  1864. 

Jordan,  David  M.    Mentioned 772 

Jordan,  Jink.    Mentioned 463 

Jordan,  Thomas  J. 

Mentioned 29,51,55 

Reports  of 

Eeadyville,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Sept.  6, 1864 495 

Woodbury,  Tenn.    Skirmish  at,  Sept.  10, 1864 501 

Jordan,  Thomas  W.    Mentioned 495 

Josephine,  Steamer.    Mentioned 422 

Journals.     See  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  in,  Sept.  29-Nov. 
13,  1864. 

Joyce,  Peter.    Mentioned 139, 186 

J.  "W.  Cheeseman,  Steamer.    Mentioned 860, 864, 870, 872-874 

Kanada,  E.  Bates.    Mentioned 306, 315 

Kansas  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— fiatter/es;  1st,  861,865. 

Cavalry— fle^/menfe ;  7th,  202, 250, 251, 256, 301, 304, 309, 311, 319. 

Infantry — Regiments:  Ist,  7. 

Kappner,  Ignatz  G.    Mentioned 147, 160, 161, 164, 167, 188, 196, 216, 473 

Karge,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  ■with  John  H.  Peters 902 

Mentioned 87,88,90,91,96,128-132,134,136,139,140, 

146,  150-152, 156,  171, 190, 200, 207,  246, 355, 386-388, 393, 394,  398, 470, 902 
Reports  of 

Grand  Gulf,  Miss.    Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to,  July  4-24, 1864, 
iucluding  skirmishes  near  Bolivar  (6th),  at  Utica  (13th),  Port 

Gibson  (14th),  and  Grand  Gulf  (16th) 246 

Oxford,  Miss.    Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  Aug.  1-30, 1864. .      391 

Kate  Dale,  Steamer.     Mentioned 417, 422 

Kearsy,  Camp.    Mentioned '. 353 

Keck,  John  S.    Mentioned 145 

Keenon,  Edgar.    Mentioned 49-52 

Kellam,  Alphonzo  G.    Mentioned 688, 691 

Kelleher,  J.  J.    Mentioned 546 

Keller's  Bridge,  near  Cynthiana,  Ky.    Action  at,  June  11, 1864.    See  Ken- 
tucky.   Morgan's  Raid  into,  May  31-June  20, 1864.    Reports  of 
Asper.Joel  F.  Hobsoo.  Edward  H.  Morgan,  John  H. 

Burbridge,  Stephen  G.  Laird,  George  H.  Swindler,  Richard  O. 

Dickson,  J.  Bates. 

Kelley,  David  C. 

Mentioned 327, 514, 516, 542-546, 548, 549, 870, 873, 875 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Oxford,  Miss.,  Aug.  1-30, 

1864 397 

Kelley,  Thomas  B.    Mentioned 592, 735 

Kelly, .    Mentioned 647 
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Kelly,  James.    Mentioned 445 

Kelly's  Mill,  Miss.     Skirmish  near,  July  8, 1864.     See  Tupelo,  Miaa.     Expedu 
tionfrom  La  Grange,  Term.,  to,  July  S-Sl,  1864.    Reports  of 
Grierson,  Benjamin  H.  Koble,  John  W,  'Winslow,  Edward  F. 

Kemper,  James  L.    Mentioned 650 

Kendrick,  Frank  A.    Mentioned 300,301,478,541 

Kenesaw  'Water-Tank,  Ga.     Skirmish  at,  Oct.  3, 1864 576 

Kennady,  J.  H.     Mentioned 12 

Kennebec,  Steamer.     Mentioned 443 

Kennedy,  John.    Mentioned 272 

Ketmedy,  S.  C.     Mentioned 335 

Kent,  Loren. 

Mentioned , 570, 571, 830, 880 

Reports  of 

Belle  Saint  Louis,  Steamer.     Attack  on,  at  Fort  Randolph,  Tenn.,  Oct. 

27,1864 881 

Natchez,  Miss.    Expeditions  from,  Sept.  19-22,  1864,  to  Buck's  Ferry 
(19th-21st)  and  to  Farrar's  Plaiitatiou  (22d)  and  skirmishes  en 

ronte 550 

Southwest  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana.     Operations  in,  Oct.  2-11, 

1864 833 

Kenton,  Steamer.     Mentioned 539, 540 

Kentucky. 

Erpeditiou  from  Mount  Vernon,  Ind.,  into,  Aug.  16-22, 1864,  including  skir- 
mishes at  White  Oak  Springs  (17th),  Geiger's  Lake  (18th),  and 

Smith's  Mills  (19th).     Report  of  .4.1vin  P.  Hovey  , 465 

Morgan's  Raid  into,  May  31-June  20, 1864. 

Agreement  between  Edward  H.  Hobson,  et  al.,  and  John  H.  Morgan  - .  36 

Casualties.     Returns  of.     Union  troops 27, 43 

Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector-General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 67 

Bragg,  Braxton 66, 76 

Burbridge,  Stephen  G 62,70 

Fosses,  Julius 29, 30 

Heiutzelman,  Samuel  P 61 

Hill,  Charles  W 61 

Hobson,  Edward  H 61 

Laird,  George  H. 71 

Lincoln,  Abraham -• 27 

Marshall,  Humphrey 75 

Monroe,  George  W 51 

Morgan,  John  H ■ 76 

Norris,  WiUiam  Henry 84 

O'Reily,  Michael 30 

Pryor,  Moses  T 54 

Schofield,  John  M 27 

Smith,  De  Witt  C  ..., 29,30 

(Smith,  Thomas  H 30 

War  Department,  C.  S - 66, 67 

War  Department,  U.  S 27 

Confederate  depredations  on  banks,  etc.,  during. 
Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 80 

!  Alston,  R.  A. '77,78 
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Kentucky — Continued. 

Morgan's  Raid  into,  May  31-June  20,  1864. 

Confederate  depredations  on  banks,  etc.,  during. 
Communications  from 

Davis,  Jefferson 81 

Giltner,  Henry  L' 74,75 

Martin,  R.M 77,78 

Morgan,  John  H 73 

Court  of  Inquiry  constituted 80 

Reports  of 

Asper,  Joel  F 55 

Brown,  John  Masou 43 

Burbridge,  Stephen  G '....  19-22 

Dickson,  J.  Bates 27 

Fosses,  Julius 29 

Garrard,  Israel 46 

Hanson,  Charles  S 38 

Hobson,- Edward  H 31-33 

Laird,  George  H 31 

Lindsey,  Daniel  W 48 

Mims,  David  A 37 

Monroe,  George  W 52 

Morgan,  John  H - 64,66,67 

Swindler,  Richard  O 62 

Raid  into  Southwestern  Virginia  from.     See  Soutltweaterii  Virginia.    Baids 
from  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee  into,  Sept.  30-Oct.  17,  1864. 
Kentucky,  Eastern.     See  Eastern  Kentucky. 
Kentucky  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Ca-raiiy— Battalions :  2d  Special,  69,  78;  3d,   366;   4th,  486;    5th,   879; 

12th,  224, 230,  329,  335, 336,  342-346,  546. 
Infantry— ffesr/menfe :  3d,  230,  329,   333,  335-339;  7th,  230,329,  335-340; 
8th,  230,  329,  335,  336,  341;  11th,*  486. 
Kentucky  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Union.) 

Artillery,  Light-Ba«er;es ;  C,  39,40,  70,  72. 

Cavalry — Companies :  Louisville  dragoons,  29, 31.  Regiments :  1st  Capi- 
tal Guards,  49, 50, 52 ;  4th,  747 ;  6th,  747, 752 ;  7th,717,  720,  747 ;  10th,  855 ; 
11th,  553,  556;  13th,  17,401,553;  15th,  553;  16th,  46-48,502,558. 
latautTy— Regiments :  1st,  2d,  34;  14th,  14;  15th,  617;  26th,  553;  30th, 
34,  553;  35th,  11,  12,  358,.  360,  401,  487,  553;  36th  Enrolled  MUitia, 
49,53;  37th,  23,24,38-40,  42,  43,  72,  553,  898,  899;  39th,  14,22-24,37-39, 
43, 44, 73,  553 ;  40th,  24,  39, 40,  42, 43,  71,  72, 553 ;  45th,  22-24,  44,  45, 70,  72, 
553;  47th,  34, 35, 553;  48th,  503,  553,  876;  49th,  553;  52d,  23,  35,  39,40, 
42,43,72,359,360,553. 

Kemer,  Henry  C.    Mentioned 485 

Kesterson,  Jim.     Mentioned 355 

Ketterman.  William  D.    Mentioned 682 

Key  West,  No.  32,  Gunboat.    Mentioned 540, 859, 861, 865, 866 

See  also  Tawah  {No.  S9),  Key  West  (No.  32),  and  Elfin  {No.  52).     Bestruclion 
of,  etc. 

Kilboume,  James.     Mentioned 260 

Kile,  Milton.    Mentioned 275 

Kilgore,  El'wood.    Mentioned 708 

Killed  and  Wounded.     See  Confederate  Troops  and  Union  Troops.     Casualties. 
Beturns  of. 

'  Also  called  lOtb  Mounted,  finally  13tb  Kentucky  Cavalry. 
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Xilpatrick,  Judson. 

Mentioned 581, 583, 584, 590, 594, 596, 598, 600-602, 686, 724-726, 728, 729, 806 

Reports  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 728,729 

Kimmel,  David  H.     Mentioned 495 

Kimzey,  Elishali.    Mentioned 822 

Kincade,  Abraham  P.     Mentioned 12 

King,  Edward  M. 

Correspondence  with  James  W.  Shirk 859 

Mentioned 540,589,859,861,862,864-866 

Report  of  Forrest's  Raid  into  West  Tennessee,  Oct.  16-Nov.  10, 1864 866 

King,  John  P. 

Mentioned 103,108-110,172,196 

Testimony  of.     Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation 172-175 

King,  Robert.    Mentioned 857 

King,  Samuel.    Mentioned 715 

King,  William.    Mentioned 525 

King's  Hill,  Ala.     Skirmish  at,  Oct.  23,  1864 577 

Kingsport,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  6, 1864.  See  Southwestern  Virginia,  liaids 
from  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee  into,  Sept.  SO-Oct.  17, 18G4.  lie- 
port  of  Vaughn,  p.  564. 
Kingston,  Ga.  Scout  from,  Nov.  10-11,  1864.  See  North  Georgia  and  North 
Alabama.  Operations  in,  Sept.  S9-Nor.  13,  18C4.  Report  of  Mor- 
gan, p.  647. 
Kingston,  Tenn. 

Scouts  from,  to  England  Cove.     See  England  Cove,  Tenn.     Scouts  {7th-9th 
and  ISth^lSth)  from  Kingston  to,  July  7-18,  1864. 

Skirmish  at,  Oct.  7,1864 4 

Kinney,  John  C.    Mentioned 41g 

Kinney,  Thomas  J. 

Mentioned 280, 282, 377 

Reports  of 

Oxford,  Miss.    Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  Aug.  1-30, 1864.379, 380 
Tupelo,  Miss.     Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  5-21, 1864.      284 
Kinzie,  Arthur  M. 

Mentioned 193 

Testimony  of.     Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation 193, 194 

Kirby,  Isaac  M.     Mentioned 908 

Kirby,  Thomas  B.    Mentioned 719 

Kirk,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 233 

Mentioned 232-237,558,852,855 

Kitchen,  Marcus  Ii.  W.    Mentioned 132 

Kleinknecht,  Jacob  K.    Mentioned 905 

Kneeland,  Samuel  M.    Mentioned 521, 699 

For  correspondeuce  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Mobert  S.  Granger. 

Knlpe,  Joseph  P.    Mentioned 653, 662 

Knispel,  Charles  P.    Mentioned 392 

Knovrlton,  Henry  H.    Mentioned 275 

Koehler,  Robert. 

Mentioned 763 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864, *  773 

Kolb,  Reuben  P.     Mentioned --#»-^ ^1'^ 
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Kramer,  Albert.     Eeport  of  Forrest's  Raid  iiito  Northern  Alabama  and  Mid- 
dle Tennessee,  Sept.  16-Oct.  10,1864 507 

Krauter,  John  L.    Mentioned 134 

Kridler,  John  C.    Mentioned 706 

Krzyzano'wski,  'Wladimir.    Mentioned 16 

Lacey,  Herman  A.    Mentioned 682 

Iiacka-wanna,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 416, 443 

Lademann,  Otto  C.    Mentioned 741 

Ladiga,  Ala.     Skirmish  at,  Oct.  28,  1864 577 

La  Payette,  Ga.    Skirmish  at,  Oct.   12,  1864.     See  North  Georgia  and  North 
Alabama.    Operations  in,  Sept.  S9-Nov.  13, 1864.    Eeport  of  Thomas, 
p.  587. 
La  Fayette,  Tenn. 

Attack  on  train  near,  Jnne  23,  1864.     See  Tupelo,  Miss.    Expedition  from 

La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  5-Sl,  1864.     Eeport  of  Wolfe,  p.  295. 
Skirmishes  at. 

Jnne  9,  1864 2 

June  29,  1864 .-..  2 

Aug.  8,  1864 3 

La  Grange,  Tenn. 

Expedition  from,  to  Oxford,  Miss.     See  Oxford,  Miss.    Expedition  from  La 

Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  Aug.  1-30,  1864. 
Expedition  from,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.     See  Tupelo,  Miss.      Expedition  from  La 
Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  5-^1,  1864. 

Skirmish  near,  JvJy  3,  1864 2 

Laiboldt,  Bernard.    Mentioned 722 

Laird,  G-eorge  H. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  H.  Hobaon 71 

Mentioned 34 

Reports  of  Morgan's  Raid  into  Kentucky,  May  31-June  20, 1864 31 

Lamspr,  Miss.     Skirmish  at,  Aug.  14, 1864.     See  Oxford,  Miss.    Expedition  from 
La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  Aug.  1-30,  1864.    Eeports  of 
Baker,  SamuelH.  Kelley, David  C.  Kiiisey, Tbomau  J. 

Hess,  Joseph  C. 

Lamb,  R.  J.     Mentioned 819 

Lamb,  William.     Mentioned 263 

Lamberg,  Carl  Adolph. 

Mentioned 103,125,182,183 

Testimony  of.      Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation 183, 184 

Lambert,  Edgar  L.    Eeport  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Aiig.2-23, 1864.      453 

Lamson,  Horace  P.    Mentioned 724 

Langdon,  Basset  T.    Mentioned 494 

Langley,  James  W. 

Mentioned...-.' 504,620,621,623,628,629,633-635 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13.1864 643 

Lathrop,  WilUam  H.    Mentioned 514, 520, 531, 533, 534, 538, 539 

Lauohly,  John  H.    Mentioned 525 

Lauderdale,  B.  W.    Mentioned 521 

Laura,  Steamer.    Mentioned 409, 416 

Laurel  Creek  Gap,  Tenn.    Skirmish  at.    See  Clinch  Eiver  and  Laurel  Creek 
Gap,  Tenn.    Skirmishes  at,  Oct.  1, 1864. 

La'v&'ler,  John  T.    Mentioned 875 

Lawler,  Michael  K.    MHitioned 570,830 
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Lawrence,  Martin.    Mentloued 382 

Lawrence,  William  H.     Correspondence  with  Henry  Prince 355 

Lawrenceville,  Ga.     Skirmish  near,  Oct.  27, 1864.     See  Trichum's  Crom-Koada, 
Ga.    Expedition  from  Atlanta  to,  etc. 

Lea,  J.  L.     Mentioned 226,  33? 

Leake,  John  W.    Mentioned 840,841 

Le  Baron,  De  Loss  C.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  I).  C,  sec  liohert  S. 
Granger. 

Lebow,  Daniel  B.    Mentioned 239 

Le  Due,  William  G.    Mentioned 693 

Lee, .     Mentioned 375 

Lee,  Albert  L.    Mentioned 829,841 

Lee,  Alfreds.     Mentioned 662 

Lee,  Henry  S. 

Mentioned 136,138,139,184 

Testimony  of.     Stnrgis  Board  of  Investigation 184-188 

Lee,  Reverdy  J.     Mentioned 501 

Lee,  Robert  B. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 847 

Mentioned 852 

Lee,  Stephen  D. 

Assignment  to  command 1 

Correspondence  with 

Forrest,  Nathan  B 17 

Goodwin,  John 227 

Mentioned 84, 132, 221, 222, 321-327, 330, 331, 335,  342, 34.5,  349, 581, 591, 

596, 597, 599, 602, 609, 611, 694, 718, 719,  723,  729, 760,  768,  799, 807-809, 814 
Reports  of 

Mississippi.    Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into,  June  1-13, 1864.  220, 221 
North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  in,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 

1864 810 

Pearl  River,  Miss.     Expedition  from  Vicksburg  to,   etc.,  July  2-10> 

1864 246 

Tupelo,  Miss.     Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  5-21, 1864.      320 
Yazoo  City,  Miss.     Expedition  from  Vicksburg  to,  May  4-21, 1864,  with 
skirmishes  at  Benton  (7th  and  9th),  at  Luce's  Plantation  (15th), 

and  at  other  points 10 

Lee  County,  Va.  Scout  from  Cumberland  Gap,  Tenn.,  into.  See  Cumher- 
land  Gap,  Tenn.  Scout  from,  into  Lee  County,  Va.,  etc.,  Aug.  3-6f 
18G4. 

Leedon,  G.  W.     Mentioned 877 

Leesburg,  Ala.     Skirmish  at,  Oct.  21, 1864.     See  North  Georgia  and  North  Ala- 
bama.    Operations  in,  Sept.  S9-Nov.  13,  1S64.     Report  of  Elliott, 
p.  725. 
Leesburg,  Tenn.      Skirmish  at,  Sept.  28,  1864.      See  East  Tennessee.      Opera- 
tions in,  etc.,  Sept.  10-Oct.  IS,  1864. 

Leggett,  Mortimer  D.    Mentioned 792, 793 

Leppler,  Peter.    Mentioned 298 

Le'wis,  Isaac  A.    Mentioned 127 

Lewis,  John  C.    Mentioned 755, 756, 758 

Lew^is,  Joseph  H.     Mentioned 804, 805, 826 

Lewis,  William  T.    Mentioned 522 

Lexington,  Ky.     Captiure  of,  June  10,  1864.     See  Kentucky.     Morgan's  Raid 
into,  May  Sl-Jmn  30,  1864.     JleportJi  of 
Burbridge,  Stephen  G.  Dickson,  J.  Bates.  Morgan,  John  H. 
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Iiiddell,  St.  JohnR.    Mentioned 427 

Like,  Hiram.    Mentioned 689 

LUly,  Eli.     Mentioned 514,533,539 

Lincoln,  Abraham. 

,      Correspondence  with  Stephen  G.  Bxirbridge 27 

Mentioned 655,672,883 

Lincoln  County,  Tenn. 

Scout  in,  July  12-15,  1864.     Report  of  John  F.  Armstrong 357 

Skirmish  in,  June  14,  1864... 2 

Lindsay,  George.    Mentioned: 821 

Lindsay,  John  R.     Mentioned 657 

Lindsey,  Dsmiel  W.     Report  of  Morgan's  Raid  into  Kentucky,  May  31-Jnne 

20,  1864 48 

Lindsey,  L.  T.    Mentioned 328 

Lining,  George  D.    Mentioned 448 

Linn,  Major.     Mentioned 649 

Linn,  Charles  M.    Mentioned 525 

Linnehan,  Daniel.    Mentioned 445 

Lipscomb,  Archibald  'W.    Mentioned 335 

Little  River,  Ala.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  20,  1864.  See  North  Georgia  and  North 
Alabama.  Operations  in,  Sept.  ^9-Nov.  13,  1864.  Beport  of  Gar- 
rard, p.  727. 

Livings,  Theodore.    Mentioned 115, 175, 215, 260 

Lobelville  and  Beardstovrn,  Tenn.  .  Skirmishes  at,  Sept.  27,  1864 4 

LoQand,  Grordon.    Mentioned 746 

'  Logwood,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 472, 543,  545, 875 

Long,  Jonas  T.    Mentioned 508 

Longley,  James.    Mentioned 494 

Longsdor^  William  H.    Mentioned 495 

Long's  Mills,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  near  Mulberry  Gap,  July  28,  1864.    Report 

of  WilliamY.  Dillard "     366 

Longstreth,  Benjamin  D.    Mentioned 768 

Lord,  George  P.    Mentioned 834 

Lord,  John  S.    Mentioned 124 

Loring,  ■William  VT.    Mentioned 723,  768,  806,  807, 812,  825 

Losses  in  Action.     See  Confederate  Troops  and  Union  Troops.     Casualties.    lie- 
turns  of. 
Lost  Mountain,  Ga.     Skirmishes  near,  Oct.  4-7, 1864.     See  North  Georgia  and 
r  North  Alabama.     Operations  in,  Sept.  ^9-Nov.  13,  1864.     Beport  of 

Garrard,  p.  726.     See  also  Fullerton's  Journal,  p.  598. 

Lott,  George  G.    Mentioned 33,36 

Louisa,  Ky.    Expedition  to  Eockhouse  Creek  from.    See  Rockhmise  Creek,  Ky. 

Expedition  from  Louisa  to.  May  9-13,  1864. 
Louisiana,  East.    See  East  Louisiana. 
Louisiana  Troops.    Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Artillery,    lAgkir— Battalions :  Pointe  Couple  (Battei-ies),  A,  821 ;  'Wash- 
ington {Batteries)  5th,  826.    Batteries:  Holmes',  830,  840. 
CstvalTj— Battalions :   9th,  837,  838,  840;   18th,  832,  838,839.     Regiments: 

1st,  836-«42;  3d,  836,  837,  840;  Powers',"  458,  570,  832,  839,  842. 
Infantry — Regiments :  20th,  805. 

Love,  Deloss.    Mentioned 711 

Love,  H.    Mentioned 5 

Love,  S.  Palace.    Mentioned 789, 790 

*  Composed  of  Louiniana  and  Mississippi  Troops. 


INDEX.  973 

Page. 
Lovelace,  Chatmcey  F. 

Correspondence  with  Samnel  J.  McConnell 865 

Mentioned 865 

Lovell,  Frederick  S.     Mentioned : 276,277 

Low,  James  H.     Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  Nortli  Alabama, 

Sept.  29-Nov.  13,1864 619 

Lowe,  Edgar  M.     Mentioned 103, 105, 106, 125, 127, 182, 210 

Lowe,  Grlenn.    Mentioned '. 396 

Lowell,  John  "W.     Reports  of 

Oxford,  Miss.     Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Touu.,  to,  Aug.  1-30,  1864 386 

Tupelo,  Miss.     Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Teun.,  to,  July  5-21, 1864 299 

Ldwery,  Levi.     Mentioned 494 

Loivry,  Mrs.     Mentioned 534 

Lowry,  Williani.     Mentioned 647 

Lucas,  Francis.     Mentioned 710 

Luce's  Plantation,  Miss.  Skirmish  at,  May  15,  1864.  See  Yazoo  City,  Miss. 
Expedition  from  Vicksburg  to,  May  4-21,  lS(i4,  etc. 

Ludlow^,  William.     Mentioned 761,  766 

Lum,  Chctrles  M.    Mentioned 639 

Lumpkin  County,  Ga.     Skirmish  in,  Sept.  15,  1864 4 

Lunn,  James  H.     Mentioned ; . . .       525 

Lyles,  R.  S.    Mentioned 819 

Lynch,  James.    Mentioned 141 

Lynchburg,  Tenn.  Skirmish  near,  Sept.  29,  1864.  See  Northern  Alabama  and 
Middle  Tennessee.  Forrest's  Raid  into,  Sept.  16-Oet.  10,  1S64.  Re- 
port of  Milroy,  p.  512. 

Lynn,  Austin  O.    Mentioned 486,  490 

Lyon, .    Mentioned 682 

Lyon,  Hylan  B.     Mentioned 222,  223,  225,  226,  229,  230,  304,  317,  321,  322,325, 

329,  330, 334,  335,  349,  350,  538,  542,  543,  546,  547, 549,  862, 867, 870,  871, 876 

Lyon,  Hylaxi  B.,  Mrs.     Mentioned .■ 876 

Lyon,  James  J.    Mentioned 254 

Lyon,  Virgil  H.     Mentioned 514,515 

Lytle,  John  S.     Mentioned 540,541 

Lytle,  Robert  M.    Mentioned 423 

Mabry,  Hinchie  P. 

Mentioned 11, 270, 320-323,  325, 326,  329-336, 342,  647, 870, 871, 874, 875 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 348 

McAlester,  Miles  C 
Correspondence  with 

Burnhara,  Ai-thur  H 413 

"  Palfrey,  John  C - 413,414 

Mentioned - 409 

Reports  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23, 1864 406,  408, 411 

McAnderson,  Orin.    Mentioned 690 

McArthur,  James  N.     Reports  of 

Belle  Saint  Louis,  Steamer.     Attack  on,  at  Fort  Randolph,  Tenn.,  Oct.  27, 

1864 879 

Union  City,  Tenn.     Skirmishes  at  and  near,  Sept.  2, 1864 493 

McArthur,  John. 

Mentioned 8-11 

Rejjort  of  expe<lition  from  Vicksburg  to  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  May  4-21, 1864, 
with  skirmishes  at  Benton  (7tli  and  9th),  at  Luce's  Plantation 
(15th),  and  at  other  points - 6 
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McBath,  "WiUiamR.    Mentioned 509,511,702 

McBride,  John.    Mentioned 882 

McCaleb,  Hubert  A.    Mentioned 459, 572 

McCallum,  Daniel  C.    Report  of  Forrest's  Raid  into  Northern  Alabama  and 

Middle  Tennessee,  Sept.  16-Oct.  10,  1864 507 

McCallum,  James  K.  P.     Mentioned 392,  396 

McCammon,  'William  W. 

Mentioned 753,  754, 756 

Report  of  operations  iu  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 754 

McCauley,  Thomas.    Mentioned 300 

McCay,  Robert  C.    Mentioned 324, 332,  335, 349, ^50 

McChesney,  'Waters  'W.    Report  of  scout  from  Maj'field,  Kj'.,  Aug.  14-15, 

1864,  and  skirmish 463 

McChiistian,  G.     Mentioned 819 

McClellan,  George  B.    Mentioned 655, 672,  882 

McCleskey,  Emily  Lee.     Correspondence  -with  Gabriel  J.  Rains 434 

McClintock,  James  M .     Report  of  operations  iu  North  Georgia  and  North 

Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13,1864 735 

McClure,  Alexander  'W.    Mentioned 130 

McCIure,  John  D. 

Mentioned 254, 373 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 265 

MeCIurg,  Alexander  C.    Mentioned 647, 649 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Jefferson  C.  Davis. 
McConnell,  Henry  E. 

Mentioned 18 

Reports  of  Winchester,  Tenn. 

Affair  -with  guerrillas  at,  May  10,  1864 15 

Guerrilla  depredations  at,  May  29,1864 18 

McConnell,  Samuel  J. 
Correspondence  -with 

Cobb,  Amasa 866 

Lovelace,  Chauncey  F 865 

Montandon,  James  E 865 

Mentioned 15,18 

Report  of  Forrest's  Raid  into  'West  Tennessee,  Oct.  16-Nov.  10, 1864 864 

McCook,  Edward  M. 

Correspondence  with  'Washington  L.  Elliott 728 

Mentioned 724 

McCormick's  Gap,  Ky.    Skirmish  at,  Sept.  20,1864 4 

McCoy,  J.  N.    Mentioned 818 

McCracken,  'William.    Mentioned 686 

McCrary,  John  C.    Mentioned 311 

McCrath,  John  'W.    Mentioned , 682 

MoCreary,  'William  G.    Mentioned 592 

McCredie,  John.    Mentioned 448 

McCulloch,  Robert.    Mentioned 228, 229, 250, 304, 319, 321-330, 332, 470, 870 

McCullougb,  George  'W.    Mentioned 78, 79, 82 

McDermett,  Edward  J.    Mentioned 447 

McDonald,  James  H. 

Mentioned ,■ 504 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 638 


INDEX.  ,  975 

Page. 

McDonald,  Terrence  J.     Mentioned 295 

McDonough  Road,  Ga.     See  Flat  Mock  and  McDoiiough  Roads,  Ga. 
McDonough  Read,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.    Skirmisli  on,  Nov.  6, 1864.    See  Nm-th 
Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  in,  Sept.  S9-Nov.  13,1864. 
Reports  of  Duslin,  p.  687 ;  Burton,  p.  689. 

McDowell, .     Mentioned 486 

McE-wen,  John  B.    Mentioned 335 

McFaddin, .     Mentioned 4g3 

McGee,  Christopher  C.    Mentioned 755, 757  753 

McGehee,  Edward.    Mentioned 832, 836 

McGinity,  Robert  O.    Mentioned 74O 

McGlasson,  Robert  B.  M.    Mentioned 3x4 

McGowan,  Ii.  P.    Mentioned ^ 881, 882 

McGrayel,  Michael.     Mentioned II3 

McKay,  W.  D.    Mentioned : 338 

McKeaig,  George  'W.     Mentioned I65, 224 

McKee,  Samuel  J.    Mentioned I44 

McKee,  William  J.     Mentioned 274  275 

McEenzie,  George  T.     Mentioned 758 

McEenzie,  James  W.     Mentioned 736, 737, 740 

McKnight,  William.     Mentioned 47 

McKowen,  John  C.    Mentioned 4.58,570,832,842 

McKunn,  James.    Mentioned 445 

McLaughlin,  James  R. 

Mentioned 5O4 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 642 

McLean,  Henry    Mentioned 283 

McLean,  James  R.    Mentioned 236 

McLean,  Nathaniel  C. 

Correspondence  ■with  Stephen  G.  Burbridge 555 

Itinerary  of  raids  from  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee  into  Southwestern 

Virginia,  Sept.  20-Oct.  17, 1864 555 

Mentioned '. 555 

McMahon,  John  H.    Mentioned 256, 316, 317 

McMillan,  Robert.    Mentioned -• 525 

McMillen,  William  L. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  D.  Sturgis •    100 

Mentioned 91-95, 98, 101, 103, 107, 108, 111-115, 117,119, 120, 122, 125, 

129, 137, 138, 149, 153-159, 161-167,  169, 171-179, 181, 183, 186, 193-195, 197- 
200, 204, 206, 209,  213-217, 219,  220, 254, 256-258,  262-265, 277, 278, 311, 371 
Reports  of 

Mississippi.     Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into,  June  1-13,  1864..       103 
Tupelo,  Miss.    Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  5-21, 1864. .      258 

Testimony  of.    Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation 206-212 

McMillin,  Robert  B.    Mentioned 540 

McNary, .    Mentioned 877 

McNear,  Josiah  r.    Mentioned 649 

McNeely,  Charles  C.    Mentioned 717-719 

McNight, .    Mentioned 357 

McPheeters,  S.  A.     Mentioned 882 

McPherson,  James  B.    Mentioned 13, 85, 161 

McPherson,  Philip.    Mentioned 286,294 

McPhetridge,  Scott.    Mentioned , 460 
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McReynolds,  Aaron  G.    Mentioned 707 

McReynolds,  James  H. 

Mentioned  . .  .■ 819 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 822 

McReynolds,  Richard  W.    Mentioned 39, 40 

McTeer,  Andrew  B.    Mentioned 525 

McTeer,  'William  A.    Mentioned" 706 

McWilliams,  Robert.  Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Teun.,  to  Ox- 
ford, Miss.,  Aug.  1-30,1864 :.... 384 

Maddock,  John.     Mentioned 705 

Madison,  Steamer.    Mentioned 246 

Madison  County,  Ala.    Operations  in,  Aug.  12-14,  1864.    Report  of  Robert 

S.  Granger 462 

Magnider,  John  B.    Mentioned 403, 900 

Mahon,  Samuel.    Mentioned 772 

Main,  Zalmon  S.    Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tcnn.,  to  Tupelo, 

Miss.,  July  5-21, 1864 297 

Majors,  A.    Mentioned 461 

Mallett,  Peter. 

Correspondence  with  C.  N.  Allen 236 

Report  of  raid  from  Morristown,  Tenn.,  into  North  Carolina,  June  13-July 

15, 1864,  and  capture  (June  28)  of  Camp  Vance 236 

Mallory,  Egbert  O. 

Mentioned 197 

Testimony  of.    Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation 197, 198 

Mallory,  Stephen  R.    Mentioned 432 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department,  C.  S. 

Malmros,  Oscar.     Mentioned 264 

Malone,  Prsmcis  M.     Mentioned 110, 319 

Manard,  Bird  G.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  t/b/ut  C  Vaughn. 

Maney,  George.    Mentioned 723 

Manhattan,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 407-409,412,414,443 

Mank,  William  G.    Mentioned s 466 

Metnn,  John  A.    Mentioned 466 

Mann,  John  G.    Mentioned 222 

Mansfield,  Carlos  M.  G.    Mentioned 277 

Maps  and  Sketches.    See  Sketches. 

March,  Henry  C.  Report  of  Forrest's  Raid  into  Northern  Alabama  and  Mid- 
dle Tennessee,  Sept.  16-Oct.  10, 1864 518 

Marianna,  Pla.  Skirmish  at,  Sept.  27,  1864.  See  Southwest  Mississippi  and 
East  Louisiana.  Operations  in,  Oct.  2-11, 1864.  lieport  of  Canby, 
p.  828. 

Marine,  Steamer.    Mentioned 422 

Marmaduke,  John  S.    Mentioned 231 

Marsh,  Josiah  P. 

Mentioned 103,104,110 

Reports  of 

Mississippi.     Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into,  June  1-13, 1864..  113 

Tupelo,  Miss.     Expeditiou  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  5-21, 1864.  266 
Marshall,  H. 

Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 75 

Mentioned 75 
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Marshall,  William  R. 

Mentioned 269 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 272 

Marston,  Frank  W.    Keport  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23, 

1864 415 

Martin,  James  G.    Mentioned 235,236 

Martin,  James  S. 

Mentioned 743^  746 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 746 

Martin,  Joel  O. 

Mentioned 504 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Not. 

13,1864 639 

Martin,  John  C.    Mentioned 354 

Martin,  R.  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  B.  H 78 

Morgan,  John  H 77 

Mentioned 57,58,68,75,77,79 

Martin,  Roger. 

Mentioned 767,775,776 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 772 

Martin,  Samuel.     Report  of  skirmish  at  Bloomfield,  Ky .,  Nov.  5,  1864 898 

Martin,  William  M.     Mentioned 335 

Mason,  A.  P.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  B.  Hood. 

Mason,  George  P.    Mentioned 45 

Massachusetts  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Infantry— /?eflr/menfe :  2d,  650-652,655;  33d,  651,692. 

Matthe'Vtrs,  Major.    Mentioned 333 

Mattingly,  James  M.    Mentioned " 43 

Mattock,  Ebenezer  B.     Mentioned 273 

Mattocks,   Eli.    Report  of  expedition   from  La  Grange,  Tena.,   to  Oxford, 

Miss.,  Aug.  1-30,  1864 • 385 

Maiuy,  Dabney  H. 

Assignment  to  command 2 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 442,  484 

Davis,  Jefferson 438 

Whiting,  J.  W 432 

Mentioned 400,434,875 

Reports  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23,  1864 425-427,  429, 431 

Maury  County,  Tenn.     Scout  in.     See  Hickman  and  Maury  Counties,  Tenn. 
Scout  in,  May  2-12,  1864. 

Masrwell,  Cicero.    Mentioned 360 

May,  Oliver  T.    Mentioned 676 

Mayfield,  Ky. 

Scout  from,  Aug.  14-15,  1864,  and  skirmish.    Report  of  Waters  W.  Mc- 

Chesney 463 

Skirmish  near.  May  20,  1864... 1 

Mayo,  Jesse  W.    Mentioned 256 
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Mayson,  Joe  M.    Mentioned 543,544 

Maze,  John  C.    Mentioned 688 

Mazeppa,  Steamet.    Mentioned 860,861,863,869,870 

Mead,  Alfred  N.    Mentioned 61 

Meade  and  Breckinridge  Counties,  Ky.    Scout  in,  May  5,  1864.    Reports 

of  Hendrick  D.  Baker 11, 12 

Meeks,  John  P.    Mentioned 335 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C.     For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Quartermasier-GeneraV.i 
Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Melton,  J.  P.    Mentioned 343 

Melton,  Samuel  W.     Correspondence  with  John  Blair  Hoge 235, 236 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

Attack  on,  Aug.  21, 1864. 
Casualties.    Eeturus  of. 

Confederate  Troops 484 

Union  Troops 476,  477, 480 

Communications  from 

Smith,  Andrew  J 470 

Washburn,  Cadwalladcr  C 469, 470 

Reports  of 

BeU,  WiUiamB 478 

Buckland,  Ralph  P 472 

Buttrick,  Edwin  L 477 

Duffield,  George 480 

Dustan,  Charles  W .*. 482 

Forrest,  Nathan  B 484 

Hoge,  George  B 475 

Pike,  Ruthven  W '. 480 

Price,  Horatio  M 477 

Handle,  John  E 483 

Eiggs,  Charles  R 478 

Thurston,  William  H 472 

Vrooman,  Shuler  S 482 

Washburn,  Cadwallader  C 468 

Wood,  John 476 

Expeditionfrom,  into  Mississippi.     See  Mississippi.     Expedition  from  Afem- 

phis,  Term.,  into,  June  1-13,  1864. 
Expedition  from,  to  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.     See  Grand  Gnlf,  Miss.    Expedition 

from  Memphis,  Tenn. ,  to,  July  4-24,  1S64,  etc. 
Expedition  from,  to  Moscow.     &ee  Moscow,  Tenn.     Expedition  from  Memphis 

to,  Nov.  9-lS,  1864. 
Scout  near,  Nov.  10, 1864. 

Communication  from  John  H.  Peters 902 

Report  of  Eldred  Huff 902 

Skirmishes  near. 

Sept.  12, 1864.     Report  of  John  W.  Noble 503 

Oct.  4, 1864 4 

Oct.  20, 1864 4 

Oct.  25, 1864 4 

Meredith,  Solomon. 

Correspondence  with  Commanding  Officer  at  Smithland,  Ky 867 

Report  of  Forrest's  Raid  into  West  Tennessee,  Oct.  16-Nov.  10, 1864 867 

Merriam,  Daniel.    Mentioned .- 366 
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Meniam,  Jonathan.    Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Oxford, 

Miss.,  Aug.  X-30, 1864 383 

Merriman,   Harvey  H.    Report  of  skirmish  near  Eight-Mile  Post,  on  the 

Natchez  and  Liberty  Road,  Miss. ,  Sept.  6,  1864 497 

Merriman,  'Wheelook  S.    Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North 

Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 1864 775 

Messenger,  Charles  H.    Mentioned 593 

Metacomet,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 443  443 

Metham,  Pren.    Mentioned 752*  754 

Michigan  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  L.ight— Regiments :  1st  (Batteries),  B,  741-744,  782,  783;  F,  778. 
Cavalry— Regiments :  9th,  46-48;  10th,  369,  370,485,489,  558,848,850,  854, 

855 ;  nth,  14, 22, 24, 37, 38, 45, 70, 73, 553, 556, 5.57. 
Engineers— ffej/menfs  .-  1st,  682. 

Infantry— ffe^/m^nfe ;  3d,  710;  4th,  702;  10th,  636,  638,  639;   13th,  617, 
619;  18th,  238,  362-364,  513,  519,  522,  524,585,  69,5-697,  700-702,  709-712; 
19th,  688;  21st,  617;  29th,  695, 701, 702, 707, 712, 713. 
Middle  Tennessee.    Forrest's  Raid  into.     See  Northern  Alabama  and  Middle 
Tennessee.    Forrest's  Raid  into,  Sept.  16-Oct.  10,  1S64. 

Middleton,  W.  G.     Mentioned 328 

Miles,  David.     Report  of  operations  in   North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama, 

Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 1864 618 

Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi.    See  Mississippi,  Military  Division  of  the. 
Military  Division  of  the  "West.     (Confederate.)    See  West,  Military  Division 
of  the. 

Miller,  Abram  O.    Mentioned 727 

MiUer,  BaUss  A.     Mentioned 486,490,846,892 

Miller,  Bennega  C.     Correspondence  with  Michael  L.  Patterson 367 

Miller,  Gcirland.    Mentioned 357 

Miller,  John  P.    Mentioned 506 

Miller,  John  E.     Mentioned 485,486,490,889-891 

Miller,  Joseph 'Warren.    Mentioned 576 

Miller,  Levin  T.    Mentioned 688 

Miller,  Thomas  J.    Mentioned 143 

Miller,  Thomas  W.  H.    Mentioned 48o 

Milligan,  P.  H.     Mentioned __ 355 

Mills,  A.  G.     Mentioned 328 

MUls,  James  M.     Mentioned 525 

Mills,  J.  M.     Mentioned 52,54  55 

Milroy,  Robert  H. 

Mentioned 462  505 

Report  of  Forrest's  Raid  into  Northern  Alabama  and  Middle  Tennessee, 

Sept.  16-Oot.  10,1864 512 

Mims,  Captain.    Mentioned 849 

Mims,  David  A. 

Mentioned 22,27,37,38,40,4,3,46,72 

Report  of  Morgan's  Raid  into  Kentucky,  May  31-June  20, 1864 37 

Mindil,  George  W.    Mentioned 665, 669 

Miner,  George  G.    Mentioned 46 

Minnesota  Troops.     Mentioned. 

IniarvtTj— Regiments:  4th,  748-751, 762,  763, 766;  5th,  254,  265,  266,  373;  7th, 
254,268-270,272-274,375,376;  9th,  103-105,108,  109,111,113,  117,159,169, 
173,174,  177,  183,  194,  195,  209,  210,  214,  219,  254,  257,  259,  265-267;  10th, 
254,259-264,372,373. 
Minuis^  John  B.     Mentioned. .,..---. 362,513,514,523,531,533,544 
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Mississippi.    Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into,  June  1-13, 1864. 

Captures  of  stores,  etc.,  by  Confederate  forces,  during 226, 227 

Causes  of  failure  of.    Communications  from 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H 98 

McMillen,  William  L 100 

Sturgis,  Samuel  D 101,102 

Waring,  George  E.,  jr 98 

Wilkin,  Alexander 96 

Casualties.    Returns  of. 

Confederate  Troops 230,231 

Union  Troops 1 95,106,120,133,140 

Congratulatory  addresses  of 

Forrest,  Nathan  B 228 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H 130 

Communications  from 

Goodwin,  John 227 

Halleck,  Henry  W 102 

Sturgis,  Samuel  D 96, 218, 220 

Washburn,  Cadwallader  C 1 217,2X9 

Journal  of  expedition.     (William  C.  EawoUe) 90 

Beports  of 

Bouton,  Edward 125 

Browne,  Thomas  M 134 

Brumback,  Jefferson 116 

Campbell,  Franklin 121 

Clarke,  George  E 124 

Cowden,  Robert 903 

Eaton,  Charles  G 114 

Forrest,  Nathan  B , 221 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H 128 

Hoge,  George  B 118 

Lee,  Stephen  D 220,221 

McMiUen,  William  L 103 

Marsh,  Josiah  F 113 

Noble,  John  W 140 

Pierce,  Abial  E 144 

Rogers,  Andrew  W 122 

Sturgis,  Samuel  D 87-89 

Thomas,  De  Witt  C Ill 

Waring,  George  E.,  jr 130,133 

Washburn,  Cadwallader  C 85 

Wilkin,  Alexander 107 

Winslow.  EdwardF 136 

Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation.     See  Sturgis  Board  of  InvestigaUoti. 
Mississippi,  Military  Division  of  the.     (Union.) 

Orders,  Special  Field,  series  1864:  No.  86,  771;  No.  105,  588. 
Mississippi,  South-west.    See  Southwest  Mississippi. 
Mississippi  Troops.    Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light— fiarter/es ;  Pettus  Plying,  334, 543, 544, 548, 871-875. 

Cavalry— flatta//ons :  Bradford's  Scouts,  567,  568,  571;  Montgomery's 
(State),  567,568,571.  Regiments:  1st,  815;  4th,  329, 335, 349;  5th,  399; 
6th,  329, 335, 348, 349;  7th,  399;  8th,  223,231,277,399;  18th,  231, 328, 484 ; 
Wirt  Adams',  10, 498. 
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Mississippi  Troops.    Mentioned.    (Confederate) — Continued. 

Jnfantiy— Battalions :  7th,  820.    Regiments:  1st,  327;  4th,  815,^820;  6th, 

275;  35th,  751,820;  36th,  820;  38th,  329, 335,  349;  39th,  751,820;  46th, 

820. 

Miscellaneous — Bolivar  County  Militia,  568,572;    Issaquena  County 

Militia,  572;  "Washington  County  Militia,  568, 572. 

Mississippi  Troops.    Mentioned.     (Union.) 

Ca.Yaiiy— Regiments :  1st,  247, 391-394. 

Missouri  Troops.    Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Cavalry— fiaftn/Zons  :  3d,  820.    /fej/menfe;  1st,  820;  2d,  328,484. 

Infantry— ffeflt/menfe :  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  820. 

Missouri  Troops.    Mentioned.    (Union.) 

Artillery,  Light— Bo WeWes ;  Graessle's,*  131-133;  Joyce's,!  139,  184-186. 

Regiments:  1st  (Batteries),  D,  705;  H,  741,743,744,784;  M,  255,257,276, 

277;  2d  (Batteries),  T,  741,  743;  G,  474-477,  539, 541. 

Cavalry— ffe^/menfc ;  4th,   17,112,  116,   129-135,  157,201,  391-394;  10th, 

105,  112,  129,  136-140, 169,  186,  201,  204,  210,  256,  306,  307,  309,  313-315, 

388,  391,  394-396,481,  884,  885;  12th,  376. 

Engineers — Regiments:  1st,  682. 

Infantry— fleflr/mente ;  7th,  475;  10th,  747,  752,  754;  11th,  254,  257,  265, 

286,  291,  475;  21st,  255,  280,  282,  284,  285,  378-380;  24th,  255,  281,  285- 

288,  291-293,  381,  755;  26th,  635;  29th,  742,  744;  30th,  356;  33d,  254, 

268,  269,  272-276,  375,  376. 

Mitchell,  Charles  D.    Mentioned 47 

Mitchell,  J.  L.     Mentioned 819 

Moan,  Le^ris.    Mentioned 882 

Mobile  Bay,  Ala. 

Attack  on  U.  S.  S.  Sebago  in.     See  Sebago,  U.  S.  S.     Attach  on,  Oct.  9,  1864. 

Engagement  in,  Aug.  5, 1864.     See  Fort  Morgan,  Ala.     Passage  of,  by  U.  S. 

fleet,  etc. 

Expeditions  from,  Sept.  9-11, 1864.     See  Bonseeours  and  Fish  Bivers,  Ala. 

Expeditions  from  Mobile  Bay  to,  Sept.  9-11,  1864. 

Operations  in,  Aug.  2-23,  1864. 

Communications  from 

Burnham,  Arthur  H 413 

Canby,  Edward  E.  S 404 

Davis,  Jefferson 429, 438 

Farragut,  David  6 439 

Granger,  Gordon .• 439 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 456 

Page,  Eichard  L 439 

Palfrey,  John  C 413,414 

War  Department,  C.  S 429 

Itineraries. 

Bertram,  Henry 422 

Gordon,  George  H 422 

Eeports  of 

Bennett,  John  W 449,451 

Buchanan,  Franklin 443 

Camp,  N.  Henry '^20 

Canby,  Edward  E.  S 402-404 

Coulter,  Edward ^ 423 

Debois,  Edward 455 

Fenton,  Frank  B 424 

•Also  called  Kniapel's  Howitzer  Battery,  attached  to  4th  Missouri  Cavalry, 
t  Howitzer  battery,  attached  to  10th  Missouri  Cavalry. 
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Mobile  Bay,  Ala.— Continued. 

Operations  jn,  Aug.  2-23,  1864. 

Reports  of  ■ 

Gee,  James  T 442 

Granger,  Gordon 417-419 

Johnston,  James  D 445 

Lambert,  Edgar  L 453 

McAlester,  Miles  D 406, 408, 411 

Marston,  Frank  W 415 

Maury,  Dabney  H 425^27, 429, 431 

Murphy,  Patrick  U 448 

Offutt,  Z.  A 455 

Page,  Richard  L 435, 436, 438 

Payne,  John  A 452 

Rawles,  .Jacob  B 425 

Roy,  William 423 

Sargent,  Charles  S 419 

Williams,  James  M 441 

Sketches 409 

Use  of  torpedoes  during.    Communications  from 

Barrett,  F.  S 434 

Harrison,  George  W 432 

McCleskey,  Emily  Lee 434 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 432 

Rains,  Gabriel  J .431, 433, 434 

War  Department,  C.  S 433 

Whiting,  J.  W 432 

Violation  of  laws  of  war  during.     Communication  froiu  Edward  K.  S. 

Canby 405 

Mock,  Anthony  R.    Mentioned 132 

Moe,  Seth  B.    Mentioned 495 

Monongahela,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 443,444 

Monroe,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  Moses  T.  Pryor : 54 

Mentioned 49-51 

Report  of  Morgan's  Raid  into  Kentucky,  May  31-June  20, 1864 52 

Monroe,  John  H.    Mentioned 526 

Montandon,  James  E. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  J.  McConnell 865 

Mentioned 865 

Montgomery,  James.    Mentioned 445 

Montgomery,  J.  S.    Mentioned 900 

Moody,  Invin.    Mentioned Ill 

Moon,  John  C.    Report  of  guerrilla  raid  on  Owensborough,  Ky.,  Sept.  2, 1864.      492 

Mooney,  Marion.     Mentioned Ill 

Moon's  Station,  Ga.     Skirmish  at,  Oct.  4, 1864.     See  Iforth  Georgia  and  North 

Alabama.  Operations  in,  Sept.  S9-Nov.  13,  1S64.  Reports  of  Stewart, 

p. 812;   Walthall,  ^.^25. 

Moore,  C.  A.     Mentioned 856 

Moore,  Charles  P.    Mentioned 315, 390 

Moore,  David. 

Mentioned 249-251,253,255, 

257, 258, 262,  267, 271,  279,  282,  286, 290,  292,  295,  296,  301,  303, 469, 477, 479 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to   Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 279 
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Moore,  Duane  R.    Mentioned 365 

Moore,  Ed'wiu. 

Mentioned 280,282,378,473,475 

Reports  of 

Oxford,  Miss.    Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Teun.,  to,  Aug.  1-30, 1864. .      380 
Tupelo,  Miss.    Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Teun.,  to,  July  5-21,1864..     285 

Moore,  G.  H.     Mentioned 818 

Moore,  Hanson  D. 

Mentioned 702  708 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov 

13,1864 709 

Moore,  John  M.    Mentioned 132  135  242 

Moore,  Jonathan  B.   Mentioned 164  167  215 

Moore,  Marshall  P.    Mentioned 608  617 

Moore,  Risdon  M. 

Mentioned 281,878 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Teun.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21 

1864 296 

Moore,  T.  A.     Mentioned 857 

Moore,  Timothy  C.    Mentioned 355 

Moore,  W.  H.    Mentioned 56i 

Moore,  William  C.    Mentioned 697,702,703,711 

Moore's  Bluff,  Miss.     Skirmish  at,  Sept.  29, 1864 4 

Moors,  WiUlam.    Mentioned 445 

Morgan,  C.  S.  S.    Mentioned 408, 425, 426, 435, 443, 451, 453, 454 

Morgan,  A.  G.     Mentioned 897 

Morgan,  Calvin  C.   Mentioned 57-59, 69, 83 

Morgan,  James  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson  C 622 

Rousseau,  Lovell  H 625, 631 

Schofield,  John  M 626-628 

Starkweather,  John  C 626, 631 

Thomas,  George  H 623-625,628-633 

Journal  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 633 

Mentioned 504, 517, 578,  580, 585-588,  594, 614, 616, 623, 631, 633, 634, 644-646 

Report  of  oijerations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 620 

Morgan,  John  H. 

Assumes  command  of  the  Department  of  Western  Virginia  and  East  Ten- 
nessee  2 

Correspondence  with 

Alston,  R.  A 77 

Martin,  R.M 77 

War  Department,  C.  S 73 

Death  of,  Sept.  4, 1864.     See  East  Tennessee.     Operations  in,  Aug.  S9-Sept.  4, 
1864,  etc. 

Mentioned 14,19-29,31- 

39,  44, 48-50, 56-64, 70, 74-81, 83, 84, 333, 335, 341, 353, 358, 457, 486, 488-492 

Reports  of  Morgan's  Raid  into  Kentucky,  May  31-June  20,  1864 64, 66, 67 

Morgan,  John  T.     Mentioned 729 

Morgan,  Richard  C.    Mentioned 847 

Morgan,  Thomas.    Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama, 

Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 1864 647 
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Morgan,  Thomas  J. 

Mentioned 588,698,699,701-703,710,716,717 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alahama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 714 

Morgan,  WiUiam  H.    For  correspoudence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Cadwallader  C. 

Washburn. 
Morgan,  Fort.    See  Fort  Morgan. 
Morgan's  Raid  into  Kentucky.    See  Kentucky.    Morgan's  Raid  into,  May  31- 

June  20,  1864. 
Morganfield,  Ky. 
Skirmishes  at. 

June  25, 1864 2 

July  14, 1864.     See  Webster  and  Union  Counties,  Ky.     Operations  in,  etc., 
July  14-18,  18G4. 

Skirmish  near.  May  6, 1864 '  1 

Morler,  John  G.    Mentioned 297 

MorriU,IraN.    Mentioned 750 

Morris, .    Mentioned 614 

Morris,  Alfred.    Mentioned 772 

Morris,  Evan.    Mentioned ; r 59 

Morris,  W.  L.    Mentioned 819 

Morristown,  Tenn. 

Action  at,  Oct.  28,  1864.      S,ee  East  Tennessee.      Operations  in,  Oct.  10-28,  . 
1864.    JJeporte  of 
BTeckinridge,  John  C.  Gillem,  Alvan  C.  Vaughn,  John  C. 

Byrd,  A.  B.  I'almer,  John  B. 

Raid  from,  into  North  Carolina.     See  North  Carolina.    Raid  from  Morris- 
town,  Tenn.,  into,  June  13-July  IS,  1864,  and  capture  (June  28)  of 
Camp  Vance. 
Skirmish  at,  Aug.  2,  1864.      See  Greenemlle,  Tenn.      Scout  from  Strawberry 
Plains  to,  etc.,  Aug.  1-5,  1864. 
Morrow,.  Robert. 

Mentioned 233 

Report  of  raid  from  Morristown,  Tenn.,  into  North  Carolin.a,  June  13-July 

15,  1864,  and  capture  (June  28)  of  Camp  Vance 234 

Morse,  Charles  P.    Mentioned 651 

Siorton,  Gilbert.    Mentioned 694, 699 

Morton,  John  TW.    Mentioned 225, 230, 543, 544, 871 

Morton,  Oliver  P.    Mentioned 33, 34 

Mosby,  E.  C,  jr.     Mentioned 819 

Moscow,  Tenn. 

Expedition  from  Memphis  to,  Nov.  9-13,  1864.     Report  of  John  W.  Noble.      901 

Skirmish  near,  June  15, 1864 2 

Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Oct.  15, 1864.     Sec  East  Tennessee.     Oper- 
ations in,  Oct.  10-28,  1864.    Reports  of  Lee,  p.  847 ;   Vaughn,  p.  848. 
Mossy  Creek  and  Panther  Springs,  Tenn.    Skirmishesat,  Oct.  27, 1864.    See 
East  Tennessee.     Operations  in,  Oct.  10-28,  1864.    Reports  of 

Gillem,  Alvan  C.  Palmer,  John  B.  Taughn,  John  C. 

Hynds,  David  J. 

Mott,  Frank.    Mentioned 45 

Moulton,  Ala.  Expedition  from  Decatur  to,  and  skirmish  (18th-19th),  near 
Antioch  Church,  Ala.,  Aug.  17-20,  1864.  See  Northern  Alabama, 
District  of.  Operations  in  the,  June  24-Aug.  20,  1864.  Report  of 
Proaser,  p.  239.    See  also  indorsement  of  Granger,  p.  239. 
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Mount, .    Mentioned 486 

Mount  Pleasant,  Miss.    Skirmish  near,  May  22,  1864. 

Itineiary  of  1st  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division,  16th  Army  Corps.     George  E. 

Waring,  jr 17 

Report  of  William  H.  Forrest : yj 

Mount  Sterling,  Ey. 

Action  at,  June  9,  1864.      See  Kentuehij.     Morgan's  Raid  into,  May  31-June 
ZO,  1864.    Iteports  of 
Brown,  John  Maaon,  Dickson,  J.  Bates.  Morgan,  John  H. 

Burbridge,  Stephen  G.  Hanson,  Charles  S. 

Capture  of,  Jnne  8,  1864.      See  Kentncly.     Morgau'x  Jlaid  into,  May  31- 
June  20,  1864.     Reports  of 

Burbridge,' Stephen  G.  Lindsey,  Daniel  "W.  Morgan,  John  H. 

Hobson,  Edward  H. 

Mount  Vernon,  Ind.     Expedition  from,  into  Kentucky.     See  Kentucky.    Ex- 
pedition- from  Mount  Vernon,  Ind.,  into,  etc.,  Aug.  16-S2,  1864. 
Mourer,  George  "W. 

Mentioned 110, 179 

Testimony  of.     Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation 179-181 

Mo'w^er,  Joseph  A. 

Itinerary  of  1st  Division,  16th  Army  Corps.     Expedition  from  La  Grange, 

Tenn.,  to  Oxford,  Miss.,  Aug.  1-30,  1864 371 

Mentioned 249-254,260,262-267,269-271,274, 

276, 277, 280, 282, 283, 292, 302, 316,  317,  375, 377,  379, 381,  382, 385, 388, 589 
Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 256 

Mozley,  John  W.    Mentioned 611 

MueUer,  Michael.    Mentioned 103, 107, 110, 173, 185, 255, 277 

Mulberry  G-ap,  Tenn.     Skirmish  near.     See  Long's  Mills,  Tenn.    Skirmish  at, 
near  Mulierry  Gap,  July  28,  1864. 

Mulford,  John  E.     Mentioned 555  • 

Mullins,  Mathew.     Mentioned 40,43 

Mumford,  Horace  P.'    Mentioned 8,567,568,572 

Mundy,  Sue  (Jerome  Clark).     Mentioned 899 

Mimfordville,  Ky.     Scout  from,  to  Big  Spring.     See  Big  Spring,  Ky.     Scout 
from  Mnnfordville  to,  July  13-15, 1864. 

Murfree,  James  B.     Mentioned 5.54,567 

Murphy,  John.     (Colonel.)     Mentioned 877 

Murphy,  John.     (Lieutenant. )    Mentioned 682 

Murphy,  John.    (Private.)    Mentioned 440 

Murphy,  Patrick  IT. 

Mentioned.. 426,443-445 

Report  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23,  1864 448 

Murphy,  Thomas  J.    Mentioned 706, 717 

Murphy,  N.  C.     Skirmish  near,  Aug.  2, 1864.     See  North  Carolina.    Pursuit  of 

Confederates  from  Athens,  Tenn.,  into,  etc.,  Aug.  1-3,  1864. 
Murray,  Charles  C 

Mentioned 251, 255, 279-282, 286, 292, 294, 295, 299, 377-380, 382 

Reports  of 

Oxford,  Miss.     Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  Aug.  1-30, 1864..      378 
Tupelo,  Miss.    Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  5-21, 1864.      282 

Murray,  P.    Mentioned 328 

Murray,  J.  R.    Mentioned 443, 445, 448 

Murray,  Thomas  R.    Mentioned 133 
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Murray,  'William  'W.    Mentioned 1 493 

Muscle  Shoals  (or  Raccoon  Ford),  near  Florence,  Ala.     Skirmish  at,  Oct. 
30,1864.     Sftn  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  in, 
Sept.  S9-Nov.  13, 1864.    Report  of  Lee,  p.  811.     See  also  FuUerton's 
Journal,  p.  606. 
Mussey,  Reuben  D. 
Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.S. A 526 

Granger,  Robert  S 527, 528 

Report  of  Forrest's  Raid  into  West  Tennessee,  Oct.  16-Nov.  10,  1864 868 

Myer,  Albert  J.     Mentioned 418 

Myers,  D.  B.    Mentioned 333 

Myers,  'W.  B.    Mentioned 561 

Myerscough,  John.     Mentioned 383 

Myrick,  John  D.     Mentioned 815-817,819 

Nabb,  C.  H.     Mentioned 862 

Nailling,  B.  P.     Mentioned 230 

Nashville,  C.  S.  S.    Mentioned 456 

Nashville,  Tenn.     Skirmish  near,  May  24,1864 1 

Nashville  and  Northwestern  Railroad,  Tenn.    Raids  on. 
Aug.  15, 1864. 

Communications  from 

Rousseau,  Lovell  H 465 

Thomas,  George  H •. 465 

Report  of  James  L.  Donaldson 464 

Oct.  18  and  21,  1864.    Report  of  WiUiam  L.  Clark 877 

Natchez,  Miss.     Expeditions  from. 

Aug.  4-6,  1864.     See  Gillespi&s  Plantation,  La.     Expedition  from  Natchez, 

Miss.,  to. 
Sept.  19-22,  1864.     See  Buck's  Ferry  and  Farrar's  Plantation,  Miss.     Expedi- 
tions from  Natchez  to,  etc. 
Sept.  26-30, 1864.     See  Waterproof  and  Sicily  Island,  La.     Expedition  from 

Natchez,  Miss.,  to. 
Oct.  4-12, 1864.     See  Woodville,  Miss.    Expedition  from  Natchez  to,  etc. 
Oct.  5, 1864.     See  Hmnochitto  Miver,  Miss.    Expedition  from  Natchez  to,  etc. 
Natchez  and  Liberty  Road,  Miss.     Skirmish  on,  near  the  Eight-Mile  Post. 
See  Eight-Mile  Post.    Skirmish  near,  on  the  Natchez  and  Liberty 
Road,  Miss.,  Sept.  6,  1864. 

Naugatuck,  Steamer.    Mentioned 864 

Navy  Department,  C.  S.    Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson 432 

Harrison,  George  W 432,456 

Naylor,  William  A. 

Mentioned 513,  694, 698, 699 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Jackson's  Ferry  (Hallowell's  Landing),  Ala.,  May 

12,1864 15 

Nedeham,  Z.    Mentioned 461 

Neel,  Dorlous.     Mentioned 262 

Neely,  James  J.     Mentioned 396, 470, 484 

Neet,  FrederickR.    Mentioned 139,314,395 

Neff,  Bdward  W.  S.    Mentioned 370 

Neff,  Jacob.    Mentioned ■. 12 

Neihardt,  Isaac  D.    Mentioned 459 

Neill,  James  F.    Mentioned 82 
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Nelson,  David  M.    Mentioned 846, 890, 892 

Nelson,  John.    Mentioned 857 

Nelson.  Thomas  M.    Mentioned 324, 332, 335, 350 

Nesbit,  'WiUiam  T.    Mentioned 399 

Newell,  Cicero.    Mentioned 490 

New  Haven,  Ky.     Skirniisli  near,  Aug.  2, 1864.     See  Eastern  Kentucky.     Oper- 
ations in,  etc.,  Aug.  1-31,  18G4. 

New  Hope  Church,  Ga.     Skirmish  near,  Oct.  5,  1864 576 

New  Jersey  Troops.    Mentioned.  ' 

Cavalry— /fes/me/ifc :  2d,  129, 130, 132, 133, 135, 139, 143, 157, 171, 247, 391-393. 
Infantry— /?eff/menfe ;  X3th,  655-657,659;  34th,  355,867. 

New^man,  Captain.    Mentioned 460 

Newman,  Isaiah  E.    Mentioned 479 

Newsom,  JohnF.    Mentioned 332,348 

Newton,  John.    Mentioned 585 

Ne'w  York,  Steamer.    Mentioned 555 

New^  York  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Infantry- «ep//ne/ife ;  17th,  636,639,640;  60th,  673-675;  102d,  671,673, 
675,676;  107th,  655;  137th,  673,  676;  677;  141st,  653;  143d,  661,  662; 
149th,  673,  678;  150th,  655,  657-659;  178th,  255,  280,  295,  298,  381,  382. 

Niblack,  'William  C.    Mentioned 307 

Nichols,  Erastus  A.    Mentioned 9 

Nichols,  J.  S.    Mentioned 399 

Nichols,  William  A.    Mentioned 555 

Nicholson,  H.    Mentioned 333 

Nicodemus,  William  J.  Ii.    Mentioned 593 

Nicklin,  Benjamin  S.    Report  of  affair  at  South  Tunnel,  Tenn.,  near  Galla- 
tin, Oct.  10, 1864 842 

Nipp,  James  B.    Mentioned 401 

Nizon,  ISdvirin  P..    Mentioned 508 

Nixon,  George  H.    Mentioned 240, 544 

Noble,  John  W. 

Mentioned 112, 137, 140, 169, 171, 304, 306, 307, 314, 387, 388, 391,  392, 396, 503 

Reports  of 

Memphis,  Tenn.     Skirmish  near,  Sept.  12,  1864 503 

Mississippi.     Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into,  June  1-13, 1864  ..       140 

Moscow,  Tenn.     Expedition  from  Memphis  to,  Nov.  9-13, 1864 901 

Oxford,  Miss.     Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  Aug.  1-30, 1864  .      394 
Tupelo,  Miss.    Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Teun.,  to,  July  5-21, 1864  .      307 

Union  Station,  Tenn.     Skirmishes  at,  Nov.  1, 1864 884 

Nonconnah  Creek,  Tenn.    Skirmish  at,  Oct.  29,  1864.    Report  of  Joseph  W. 

Skelton , 883 

Norman,  Leslie.    Mentioned 884 

Norris,  'William  Henry.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 84 

North  Alabama.    Operations  in.     See  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama. 

Operationa  in,  Sept.  S9-Nov.  13,  18G4. 
North  Carolina. 

Pursuit  of  Confederates  from  Athens,  Tenn.,  into,  Aug.  1-3,  1864,  and  skir- 
mishes (1st)  at  Athens,  Tenn.,  and  (2d)  near  Murphy,  N.  C. 

Communication  from  Bennega  C.  Miller 367 

Reports  of 

Bivens,  Samuel • 368 

Patterson,  Michael  L 367 

Prehle,  Joshua  S 367 
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North  Carolina — Continued. 

Raid  from  Morristown,  Tenn.,  into,  .June  13-July  15,  18G4,  and  capture 
(June  28)  of  Camp  Vance. 
Communications  from 

Allen,  C.N 236 

Schofield,  JohnM 233 

Sherman,  William  T.'. 233 

Reports  of 

Mallett,  Peter 236 

Morrow,  Robert 234 

Palmer,  John  B 235 

Schofield,  John  M 232 

North  Carolina  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Infaatiy— Battalions :  Junior  Reserves,  235, 237.    Regiments :  29th,  820- 

822;  39th,  815,  821,822. 
Miscellaneous — Thomas'  Legion,  854. 
North  Carolina  Troops.    Mentioned.     (Uniou.) 

IntamtTy— Regiments :  3d  Mounted,  237, 565, 852, 855. 
Northern  Alabama^  District  of.     Operations  in,  June  24-Aug.  20,  1864. 

Communication  &om  Robert  S.  Granger 239 

Reports  of 

Doolittle,  Charles  C 238 

Prosser,  William  F 239 

Northern  Alabama  and  Middle  Tennessee.    Forrest's  Raid  into,  Sept.  16- 
Oct.  10, 1864. 

Casualties.     Returns  of.     Union  troops 535,541 

Communications  from 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 52<',.530 

Buford,  Abraham 511,  516 

Campbell,  Wallace : 522,528,529 

Chetlain,  Augustus  L  . . .  ^ 528 

Forrest,  Nathan  B 516,521,522 

Granger,  Robert  S 516,528,535 

Hoge,  George  B 541 

Mussey,  Reuben  D ....526,527 

Rousseau,  Lovell  H 531, 532 

Thomas,  George  H ,528,529 

Thomas,  Lorenzo 529 

Wade,  Alfred  B .• 511 

Reports  of 

Campbell,  WaUace i 520 

Forrest,  Nathan  B '      542 

Granger,  Robert  S -. 512 

Hoge,  George  B 539 

Jackson,  George  W 538 

Kramer,  Albert 507 

McCallum,  Daniel  C 507 

March,  Henry  C 518 

Milroy,  Robert  H 512 

Rousseau,  Lovell  H 504-506 

Sipes,  William  B. 535 

Spalding,  George 536 

Starkweather,  John  C - 530 

Wade,  Alfred  B 509 

See  also  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  in,  Sept.  S9-Nov.  IS, 
1864.    Meport  of  Thomas,  pp.  585,  586. 
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Fage. 
Northern  Department. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1864— /////;  No.  124,61. 
North  Greorgia  and  North  Alabama.    Operations  in,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13,  1864. 

Casualties.    Returns  of. 

Confederate  Troops 818, 820 

Union  Troops 749, 766, 77.5, 782 

Communications  from 

Sherman,  William  T 593,596-603 

Stanley,  David  S ; 600 

Thomas,  George  H ■ 606, 608 

Congratulatory  Orders.     William  T.  Sherman 771 

Journals  of 

Cox,  .Jacob  D.     (23d  Army  Corps,  and  3d  Division,  23d  Army  Corjis)  .      789 

Fullerton,  Joseph  F.     (4th  Army  Corps) 593 

Harvie,  Edwin  J.     (Army  of  Tennessee) 808 

Morgan,  James  D.     (2d  Division,  14th  Army  Corps) 633 

Shoup,  Francis  A.     (Army  of  Tennessee) 803 

Movements  and  disposition  of  troops  during.     Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T 798-800 

Croxton,  John  T 606,  610 

Davis,  Jefferson  C 622 

Hatch,  Edward 610, 612-614 

Hood,  John  B 800,814 

Morgan,  James  D 628-633 

Rousseau,  Lovell  H 625 

Schofield,  JohnM 626-628 

Sherman,  William  T 770 

Stanley,  David  S 607,608,611 

Starkweather,  John  C 626 

Thomas,  George  H 611,612,623-625 

Reported  movements  of  Confederate  troops  during.     Communications 
from 

Croxton,  John  T 609 

Thomas,  George  H 609 

Reported    movements  of   Union  troops   during.      Communication  from 

Frank  C.  Armstrong 816 

Reports  of 

Adams,  John  Q 739 

Archer,  Samson  M 758 

Bachtell,  Samuel 591 

Baird,  Absalom 646 

Barnum,  Henry  A '. 673 

Bate,  William  B 826 

Beach,  Albert  F 706 

Beauregard,  G.  T 795,796,798 

Bloodgood,  Edward 691 

Boyd,  William  S 776 

Brant,  Jefferson  E 689 

Brown,  Henry  D 685 

Buckingham,  Philo  B 692 

Burton,  James  E 688 

Cameron,  Charles  A 786 

Carlin,  William  P .•.. 616 

Carman,  Ezra  A 655 
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Page. 
North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  in,  etc. — Continued. 
Eeports  of  * 

Chatfleld,  Harvey  S 675 

Clay,HllandH 684 

Cogswell,  William 650 

Coleman,  David 821 

Cooper,  Charles  S 704 

Cooper,  Joseph  A 795 

Corbin,  Henry  C 716 

Corse,  JohuM 760,761,767 

Cresson,  Charles  C 672 

Davis,  Jeflferson  0 614 

Doolittle,  Charles  C 700 

Dustin,  Daniel 679,680,687 

Edson,  James  C 750 

Elliott,  Thomsis 674 

Elliott,  Washington  L 724 

Espy,  Harvey  J 708 

Forsse,  Eric 784 

French,  Samuel  G 813,814 

Garrard,  Kenner 726 

Geary,  John  W 663,665,667 

Given,  William 713 

Granger,  Robert  S 694 

Gray,  Clark 750 

Griffith,  Patrick 654 

Griffiths,  Joseph  M 785 

Grumbach,  Nicholas 678 

Hall,  John  P 755 

Hampton,  Ezekiel  H 820 

Hanna,  William 779 

Harris,  Abram 823 

Harris,  Frederick  H 656 

Hawley,  William 658 

Hazen,  William  B 745 

Hobart,  Harrison  C 617 

Hood,  JohnBf 801 

Houghton,  Moses  B 710 

Howard,  Oliver  O 730 

Hulburd,  Edwin  M 710 

Hurlbut,  Frederick  J 781, 782 

Jackson,  Charles  H 751 

Johnson,  Lewis 717, 721 

Kilpatrick,  Judson 728,729 

Koehler,  Robert 773 

Langley,  James  W 643 

Lee,  Stephen  D 810 

Low,  James  H 619 

McCammou,  William  W ; 754 

McClintock,  James  M 735 

McDonald,  James  H 638 

McLaughlin,  James  R 642 

McEeynolds,  James  H 822 

Martin,  Jam^s  S  .,,.,..,,... .., , 746 
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North  Gteorgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  in,  etc. — Continued. 
Reports  of 

Martin,  Joel  O...; 639 

Martin,  Roger 772 

Merriman,  Wheelock  S 775 

Miles,  David 618 

Moore,  Hanson  D 709 

Morgan,  James  D 620 

Morgan,  Thomas 647 

Morgan,  Thomas  J 714 

Osterhans,  Peter  J 740 

Pardee,  Ario,  jr 670 

Pearce,  John  S 640 

Perrin,  Hector 777-779 

Powers,  Edwin  H 693 

Prosser,  William  F 706 

Ragan,  Zachariah  S 685,686 

Ransom,  Thomas  E.  G 788 

Raum,  Green  B 746 

Reed,  Myron  W 712 

Richman,  Charles  H 638 

Robinson,  James  S 659 

Ross,  Samuel 691 

Saylor,  Thomas - 712 

Sears,  Claudius  W 824,825 

Selfridge,  James  L 653 

Sherfy,  William  H 737,738 

Sherman,  William  T 580 

Smith,  Alfred  B 657 

Smith,  Robert  F 636 

Stanley,  David  S 907 

Stewart,  Alexander  P 812 

Thomas,  George  H 584 

Thomson,  David 662 

Tourtellotte,  John  E 748 

Vail,  Nicholas  J 716 

Van  Voorhis,  Koert  S 676 

Vernon,  Maris  R 642 

Wade,  Alfred  B 709 

Walthall,  Edward  C 825 

Ward,  William  T 678 

Watkins,  Hezekiah 661 

Wever,  Clark  R 752 

White,  Eben 637 

White,  Giles  E 708 

Williams,  Alpheus  S 649 

Wright,  Myron  T 671 

Sketches : 722,824 

Norton,  ■William  H.     Mentioned 559 

Norvell,  Clinton  L.     Mentioned 525 

Noyes'  Creek,  Ga.     Skirmish  at.     See  Sweet  Water  and  Noyea'  Creeks,  near 
Pmvder  Springs,  Ga.     Skirmishes  at,  Oct.  3-3,  18G4. 

Oakes,  James.     Mentioned 462 

Oakford,  Samuel.    Mentioned ,.,..., ,,...,.., 96, 155 
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Page. 

O'Brien,  D.  B.    Mentioned 819 

O'Brien,  O.  P.    Mentioned 335 

O'Connell,  J.  C.    Mentioned 444,445,448 

O'Connor,  James  H.    Mentioned 480, 482 

O'Connor,  Michael  J.    Mentioned 264 

Octorara,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 1 443 

Odlin,  James  H.    Mentioned ; 460 

O'Donnell,  Menomen.    Mentioned 272 

Offutt,  Z.  A. 

Mentioned 451, 454 

Report  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23,  1864 455 

Ogden,  Frederick  N.    Mentioned 836-838,840 

O'Hara,  Thomas  B.    Mentioned 757,758 

O'Healy,  Michael.    Mentioned. 858 

Ohio,  No.  3,  Steamer.    Mentioned 33 

Ohio,  Army  of  the  (23d  Army  Corps). 

Orders,  General,  series  1864 — Burbridge :  No.  46,  27. 
Ohio  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Yieawy— Regiments:  1st,  367-369,558,559;  2d,  895. 
Artillery,  Light— fla«er/es :   4th,  741,  743;   7th,  7;    20th,  720;  24th,  56; 
26th,  569, 575, 831.    Regiments :  1st  {Batteries),  F,  362, 695,  701,  702,  704, 
705. 
Cavalry— flej/menft:   1st,  Sd,  727;   5th,  748, 749, 789 ;   7th,  25,  46-48, 663, 

664 ;  9th,'  16, 238,-  506 ;  12th,  24, 40, 42, 43, 47, 70, 72, 553, 556, 557. 
Infantry— ffeflr/menfs;  1st,  493,494;  8th,  851;  21st,  618;  29th,  671,672; 
52d,  634,643;  55th,  693;  58th,  355,  356;  6^th,  668;  69th,  618;  71st, 
15, 18, 19;  72d,  93, 103-105, 107, 108,  111,  112, 114-116, 154, 155, 170, 173, 175- 
177,193,209-211,  254,259-261;  73d,  693;  74th,  618;  80th,  747,752,754; 
82d,  660,662;  95th,  103-105,  107-112,116-118,  169,  173,  177,  209,  210,  254, 
259-261 ;  98th,  641-643 ;  102d,  512-514, 519, 522, 524, 585, 695-697, 701, 702, 
713,714;  115th,  18;  121st,  633;  168th,  28,34,  35,  56,  60;  17l8t,  20,21, 
28, 31, 32, 34, 35, 55-64 ;  174th,  702. 

Okolona,  Miss.    Skirmish  at,  June  23,1864 2 

Old  To'wn  Creek,  Miss.    Action  at,  July  15,  1864.     See  Tupelo,  Miss.    Expe- 
dition from  La  Grange,  Tcnn.,  to,  July  5-21,  1864.    Reports  of 
Bell,  Tyreo  H.  Forrest,  Katfaan  B.  Mower,  Joseph  A. 

Berry,  Benjamin  C.  Fyan,  Eobert  W.  Noble,  Jolm  W. 

Burgh,  Henry  B.  Gilbert,  Jamea  I.  Peters,  John  H. 

Bums,  Bicbard.  Grierson,  Benjamin  H.  Sanborn,  Jobn  E. 

Campbell,  William  J.  Haslip,  Amos  M.  Smith,  Andrew  J. 

Chalmers,  James  B.  Hubbard,  Charles  A.  Tate,  Thomas  S.,  jr. 

Cochran,  Joel  T.  Hatchison,  Jonathan.  Ward,  Lymitn  H. 

Coon,  Datns  E.  Jennison,  Samuel  P.  Winslow,  Edward  F. 

Cram,  Orrin  W.  McMillen,  William  L.  Wolfe,  Edward  H. 

CroBsland,  Edward.  Moore,  David. 

Oleson,  Charles  W.    Mentioned .' 715 

Olive,  Steamer.    Mentioned 365 

Oneida,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 407,443 

Opdycke,  Bmerson.    Mentioned 793 

Ord  [?], .    Mentioned 505 

O'Reily,  Michael. 

Correspondence  with  Julius  Fosses 30 

Mentioned 30 

Orr,  James  Ii.    Mentioned 634 

Orr,  Thomas.    Mentioned 5, 6, 877 
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Osband,  Embury  D. 

Mentioned 7, 567-571, 573, 574, 830, 833-835 

Eeports  of 

Deer  Creek,  Miss.     Expeditious  from  Vicksbiirg  to,  Sept.  21-26,  1864, 

and  skirmishes  (22d-23d)  noar  Rolling  Fork 571 

Gaines'  Landing  and  Bayou  Macon,  La.     Expedition  from  Vicksburg, 

Miss, to,  Nov. &t8,  1864 899 

Issaquena  and  Washington  Counties,  Miss.    Operations  in,  Oct.  24-31, 

1864,  and  skirmish  (25tli)  at  Steele's  Bayou 878 

Southwest  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana.     Operations  in,  Oct.  2-11, 

1864 831 

Vicksburg,  Miss.     Expedition  from,  to  Rodney  and  Fayette,  Sept.  29- 

Oct.  3,  1864,  and  skirmish  (Sept.  30)  at  Port  Gibson 575 

Osbom,  W.  Lee.    Mentioned 33, 36 

Osbum,  Norwal.     Mentioned 704,705 

Oslum, .    Mentioned 682 

Ossipee,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 443,447 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J. 

Mentioned 581, 588, 605, 615, 616, 635, 730,  732, 733, 736, 737,  741, 742, 744, 745 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 740 

Oatrander,  'WiUiam  H.    Mentioned 479 

Otey,  'W.  N.  Mercer.     Mentioned 230 

Otis,  Ephraim  A.    Mentioned 18 

Outlaw,  Drevr  A.     Mentioned 355,  361 

Ovendon,  Sampson.    Mentioned 711 

Owensborough,  Ky. 

Guerrilla  raid  on,  Sept.  2,  1864.     Report  of  .John  C.  Moon -492 

Skirmish  at,  Aug.  27, 1864 3 

Oxford,  Miss. 

Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Teun.,  to,  Aug.  1-30, 1864. 
Casualties.     Returns  of. 

Confederate  Troops 399 

Union  Troops 396 

Itinerary  of  Ist  Division,  16th  Army  Corps.     Joseph  A.  Mower 371 

Reports  of 

Baker,  Samuel  R 374 

Biser,  Charles  T 400 

Duckworth,  WiUiam  L 396 

Gilbert,  James  I 380 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H 386 

Hatch,  Edward 388 

Hess,  Joseph  C 392 

Hill,  Sylvester  G 376 

Horton,  Charles  C 390 

Hubbard,  Lucius  F 373 

Karg^,  Joseph 391 

Kelley,  David  C 397 

Kinney,  Thomas  J 379,380 

Lowell,  John  W 386 

McWilliams,  Robert 384 

Mattocks,  Eli 385 

Merriam,  Jonathan 383 

Moore,  Edwin 380 
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Oxford,  Miss. — Continued. 

Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenii.,  to,  Auj;.  1-30,  1864. 
Eeports  of 

Murray,  Charles  D 378 

Noble,  J-ohn  W 394 

Pease,  Phineas 383 

Shaw,  William  T 377 

Thomas,  De  Witt  C 37I 

Wolfe,  Edward  H 381 

Woods,  Joseph  J 375 

Skirmish  at,  Aug.  9, 1864.     See  Oxford,  Miss.     Expedition  from  1m  Oraiiyc, 
Tenn.,  to,  Aug.  1-30,  1SC4.    licports  of 

Biser,  Charles  T.  Hatcli,  Edward.  Uorion,  Cliarlcs  C. 

Grierson,  Beqjaniin  H. 

Ozburn,  W.  H.    Mentioned 544 

Face,  Thomas  N.    Mentioned 531,  532, 608 

Packer,  'Warren  'W.    Mentioned 653 

Paducah,  Ky.    Expedition  from,  to  Haddix's  l'\'.rr.v.     Soo  Ifaddix'n  Ferry,  liij. 
Hxpedition  from  Paducah  to,  and  skirmish,  Jiili/  3G-37,  1SC4. 

Page,  Richard  C.  M.    Mentioned 892, 893 

Page,  Richard  Ii. 

Correspondence  with 

Farragut,  David  G 439 

Granger,  Gordon , 439 

Mentioned .10.5,  126,  128-130,  450 

Keports  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23,  1864 435,  436, 438 

Paine,  Eleazer  A. 

'Correspondence  with 

Peck,  John  H 487 

Rousseau,  Lovell  H 18 

Mentioned 462, 463, 466 

Paine,  Phelps.    Mentioned 15 

Paine,  Thomas.    Mentioned 335 

Paint  Rock  Station,  Ala.     Skirmish  at,  July  30,  1864 3 

Palfrey,  Edward  A.    Mentioned 81 

Palfrey,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with  Miles  D.  McAlester ^ 413, 414 

Mentioned 412-414, 418 

Palmer, .    Mentioned 879 

Palmer,  David  W.    Mentioned 655 

Palmer,  James  C.    Mentioned 444 

Palmer,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Johnston,  J.  Stoddard 854 

Vaughn,  John  C 853 

Mentioned 235,236,565,848-851,850,892-894 

Reports  of 

East  Tennessee. 

Breckinridge's  advance  into,  Nov.  4-17, 1864 897 

Operations  in,  Oct.  10-28, 1864 852 

North  Carolina.    Raid  from  Morristown,  Tonu.,  into,  Juno  13-July  15, 

1864,  and  capture  (June  28)  of  Camp  Vance 235 

Palmer,  Joseph  B.    Mentioned 803 

Pannes,  John  B.    Mentioned 254 
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Page. 
Panther  Springs,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Oct.  27,  186-1 .     Soe  Mohsi/   Creek  and 

Panther  Sprinr/s,  Tnn.     Skirmishes  at,  etc. 
Pardee,  Alio,  jr.   Report  of  oi)eratioU8  in  North  Georgia  and  Nortli  Ahiliama, 

Sept.  29-Nov.  13,  1864 670 

Pardee,  Henry  C.    Meutionccl 693 

Parham,  'William  T.     Mentioned 33.3,348 

Parker,  Gilbert  L.     Mentioned 663 

Parker,  'W.  J.    Mentioned 821 

Parkhurst,  Jackson  (alias  Jack  Rabet).    Mentioned 899 

Parkman,  Colonel.     Mentioned 900 

Park's  Gap,  Tenu.     Skirmish  at,  Sept.  1,  1864.     See  East  Tennessee.     Opera- 
tions in,  Any.  29-Se])t.  4,  1804,  etc. 

Parris,  Samuel  B.    Mentioned 12 

Parrisb,  J.  T.    Mentioned 514 

Parsons,  Joseph  H.     Mentioned 844-846,  889-891 

Partiu,  Charles  P.     Mentioned 818 

Patrick,  'WiUiam  K.     Mentioned 880 

Patroon,  Steamer.     Mentioned 422 

Patterson,  Josiab.    Mentioned 238-240,  362 

Patterson,  Michael  Ii. 

Correspondence  with  BonnegaC.  Miller 367 

Mentioned 352,367 

Report  of  pursuit  of  Confederates  from  Athens,  Tenn.,  inio  North  Caro- 
lina, Aug.  1-3, 1864,  and  skirmishes  (let)  at  Athens,  Tenn.,  and 

(2d)  near  Murphy,  N.  C 367 

Patterson,  Milton  B.     Mentioned 3.52 

Patterson,  William  B.     Mentioned 448 

Patterson,  William  J.     Mentioned - 485, 190, 8-16, 892 

Patton,  A.  C.     Mentioned 819 

Patton,  Samuel  K.  N.     Mentioned 846,  889, 890 

Paw  Paw,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 859,866,867 

Payne,  John  A. 

Mentioned 451,453,456 

Report  of  operations  in  Mohilo  Bay,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23, 1864 452 

Payne,  William  H.     Mentioned 80 

Pearce,  John  S. 

Mentioned 504,620,621,628,633,634,644 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-No\-. 

13,1864 640 

Pearl  River,  Miss.    Expedition  from  Vicksburg  to,  July  2-10,  1864,   with 
skirmishes  en  route,  and  engagement  (7th)  near  .Jackson,  Miss. 

Casualties.     Returns  of.     Union  troops 243 

Reports  of 

Jones,  John  J - 244 

Lee,  Stephen  D 246 

Slocum,  Henry  W 242 

Pease,  Phineas.     Reiiort  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Oxford, 

Miss.,  Aug.  1-30,1864 383 

Pease,  William  H.    Mentioned 705 

Peck,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with  Eleazer  A.  Paine *87 

Reports  of 

Haddix's  Ferry,  Ky.      Expedition   from  Paducah  to,   and  skirmish, 

July  26-27,  1864 365 

■Weston,Ky.    Affair  near,  Sept.  14,  1861 503 
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.  Page. 
Peek,  Heniy  C.    Mentioned ygg 

Pekin,  City  of,  Steamer!    Mentioned 539  540 

Pennsylvania  Troops.    Mentioned. 
Artillery,  Light— Batteries :  B,  660. 

GavalTj— Regiments:  7th,  508;  9th,  29,  30,51,55,  495,  496,  501,502;  15th, 
-    505, 558, 855 ;  19th,  92, 130, 131, 133, 171, 201, 209,  246, 391-393. 
Infantry— /?e^//nenfs  ;  29th,  673;  46th,  654,653;  73d,  672;  79th,  618,619; 
109th,  674;  lllth,  650, 651, 668, 673. 

Perkins,  Francis  W.    Mentioned 499 

Perkins,  Henry  W.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  6.,  see  Henry  TV.  Slocum. 

Perkins,  William.     Mentioned 7g9 

Perrin,  Hector. 

Mentioned 763 

Reports  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 777_779 

Perrin,  H.  W.     Mentioned 447 

Perry,  J.  D.,  Steamer.     Mentioned 246 

Peters,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  Karg6 902 

Mentioned 30g 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 312 

Peterson, .    Mentioned g82 

Pettibone,  Augustus  H.    Mentioned 499 

Phelps,  Golson.    Mentioned 35g 

Phifer,  John  J.    Mentioned 520, 533, 539 

Philippi,  C.  S.  S.    Mentioned 429  435 

Phillips,  Eugene.    Mentioned 454 

Pickens,  Samuel  W.    Mentioned 240  518  525 

Pickett,  Albert  G.    Mentioned 7gl 

Pierce,  Abial  R. 

Mentioned 137,140,307,313 

Report  of  expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into  Mississippi,  June  1-13, 

1864 144 

Pierce,  James  O.    Mentioned I47 

For  correspondence,  see  Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation. 

Pike,  Ruthven  W.    Report  of  attack  on  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Aug.  21,  1864 480 

Pike  County,  Ey.    Skirmishes  in. 

May  16, 1864.     See  Pond  Creek,  Pike  County,  Ky.    Skirmish  at,  May  16,  1864 

May  18,  1864 1 

Pine  Bluff,  Tenn.    Skirmish  at,  Aug.  20,  1864.    Report  of  Elijah  C.  Brott...      467 

Pinkney,  William  E.    Mentioned g29 

Piper,  Charles  W.    Mentioned 352 

Pitman,  R.  W.    Mentioned 549 

Pittman,  W^illiam.    Mentioned 77g 

Planter,  Steamer.     Mentioned 499  590 

Piatt,  Wesley.    Mentioned 459 

Pleasureville,  Ky.    Aifair  near,  June  9,  1864.     See  Kentucky.    Morgan's  Raid 

into.  May  31-June  20;  1864.     Report  of  Lindsey,  p.  49. 
Plentytude,  Miss.    Skirmish  at.    See  Cherry  Creek  and  Plentytude,  Miss.   Skir- 
mishes at,  Jtdy  10,  1864. 

Poe,  AndreTiir.    Mentioned 519 

Poe,  Orlando  M.    Mentioned 650  652  761 

Pointer,  Edward.    Mentioned g 
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Folignac,  Camille  J.    Mentioned 900 

Polk,  Colonel.     Mentioned 900 

Polk,  ButtH.     Mentioned 506,508 

For  con-espondence  as  A,  A.  6.,  see  Lovell  H.  liousacan. 

Polk,  James  K.    Mentioned > 795 

Polk,  Iieonidas.    Mentioned 10 

Polleys,  James  W.    Mentioned 276, 277 

Pond,  Albert  C.    Mentioned 682, 683 

Fond  Creek,  Pike  County,  Ky.     Skirmish  at,  May  16,  1861 1 

Pond  Springs,  Ala.     Affair  at,  June  29,  1864.     See  Northern  Alabama,  IHstriet 

of.     Operations  in  the,  June  S4-Aug.  SO,  1864.    Report  of  Doolittle, 

p.  238. 
Pontotoc,  Miss.     Skirmishes  at  and  near,  July  11-12, 1864.     See  Tupelo,  Miss. 

Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  5-Sl,  1SG4.     Reports  of 

Bouton,  Edward.  Grierson.  Beojamiu  H.  Eidgway,  S.  Paine. 

Buford,  Abrahain.  Horton,  Charles  C.  Sba^klett,  Absalom  K. 

Burgb,  Henry  B.  Mabry,  Hincliie  P.  Smith,  Andrew  .T. 

Chalmers,  James  E.  Noblo,  John  "W.  Tyler,  IT.  A. 

Coon,  Datus  E.  Peters,  John  H.  Wolfe,  Edward  H. 
Forrest,  Nathan  B. 

Poole,  John  TW.     Mentioned Ill 

Poor,  R.  L.    Mentioned 893 

Pope,  W.  S.     Mentioned 231 

Poppleton,  Oscar  O.     Mentioned 525 

Port  Gibson,  Miss.    Skirmishes  at. 

July  14, 1864.     See  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.    Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to, 
July  4-24,  1804,  etc.;    also  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.     Expedition  from 
Vickshurg  to,  July  10-17,  1SG4. 
Sept.  30, 1864.     See  Rodney  and  Fayette,  Miss.     Expedition  from  Vickshiirg 
to,  etc.,  Sept.  39-Oct.  3,  18G4. 

Port  Royal,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 443,448 

Porter,  James  D.     Mentioned 348 

Porter,  John  A.     Mentioned 819 

Post,  A.  T.     Mentioned 445, 448 

Post,  P.  Sidney.    Mentioned 594,595 

Potter,  Carroll  H.     Mentioned 61 

Potter,  William  M.     Mentioned 495 

Potts,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 788,789 

Pound  Gap,  Ky.     Skirmishes  near. 

May  9,  1864.    Report  of  George  W.  Gallup 14 

June  1,  1864.     See  Kentucky.    Morgan's  Raid  into.  May  31- June  SO,  1SG4. 
Report  of  Morgan,  p.  66. 
Po'wder  Springs,  Ga.     Skirmishes  near.     See  Sweet  Water  and  Noyes'  Creeks, 

near  Powder  Springs,  Ga.     Skirmishes  at,  Oct.  $S,  1864. 
Powell,  Fort.    See  Fort  Powell. 
Powers,  EdTxrin  H. 

Mentioned 680 

Eeport  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,  1864 693 

Pov7ers,  Frank  P. 

Mentioned 458,839,840 

Eeport  of  operations  in  Southwest  Mississippi  and  Kast  Louisiana,  Oct.  2- 

11,1864 842 

Poynter,  Wiley  T.    Mentioned -        51 
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Preble,  Joshua  S. 

Mentioned 367 

Report  of  pursuit  of  Confederates  from  Athens,  Tenn.,  into  Nortli  Carolina, 
Aug.  1-3, 1864,  and  skirmishes   (1st)  at  Athens,  Tenn.,  and   (2d) 

near  Murphy,  N.  C 367 

Prentice,  Clarence  J.    Mentioned 552 

Prentiss,  Benjamin  M.   Mentioned 466 

Prescott,  Mark  H.    Mentioned 617 

President,  C.  S.     See  Jefferson  Davis. 
President,  XT.  S.     See  Ahraliam  Liueoln. 

Pressou,  Reuben  B.    Mentioned 459 

Preston,  James.    Mentioned 560 

Preston,  O.  P.     Mentioned 501 

Preston,  Robert  T. 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  E.  Jackson 560 

Mentioned 560 

Preston,  Simon  M.    Mentioned 459 

Price,  Horatio  M.     Report  of  attack  on  Memphis,  Teuu.,  Aug.  21, 1864 477 

Price,  Wilson  A.    Mentioned 127 

Prince,  Ed-ward.     Mentioned 469 

Prince,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with  William  H.  Lawrence 355 

Mentioned 634 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Clinton,  Ky.,  July  10, 1864 354 

Prisoners  of  War.     Exchange  of,  etc.     Communications  from 

Amett,John  W 36 

Asper,  JoelF 36 

Bntler,  John  S 36 

Fowler,  M.anning  A 36 

Harmon,  Herman  R _ 36 

Lott,  George  G 36 

Osbom,  W.  Leo 36 

Pritchett,  William  T.     Mentioned 892 

Prosser,  A.  Sidney.     Mentioned 634, 713 

Prosser,  William  P. 

Mentioned 239,513,521,531,535,699,700,703 

Reports  of 

Northern  Alabama,  District  of.     Operations  in  the,  June  24-Aug.  20, 

1864 239 

North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.    Operations  in,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 

1864 706 

Pryor,  Moses  T. 

Correspondence  witli  George  W.  Monroe 54 

Mentioned 54 

Pucket,  William.     Mentioned 357 

Pulaski,  Tenn. 
Skirmishes  at. 

May  13,1864 1 

Sept.  27, 1864.     See  JVorlhern  Alabama  and  Middle   Tcniieasec.     Furrfst'ti 
Raid  into,  Sept.  IG-Oct.  10,  1S64.     Heports  of 

Eorrest,  Nathan  35.  Spalding,  George.  Starkwcatber,  .Tolni  C. 

I^iLsneau,  LoveU  H. 

Skirmish  near,  Sept.  26, 1864.     iiee.  Itirhland  Creek,  Temi.     SMrmish  at,  near 
Pulaski,  Tenn. 
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Purdy,  Lem.    Mentioned 819 

Quail,  Thomas  H.    Mentioned 113,180 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,   U.  S.  A.    Conesiiondcnce  with  Wiir  ])e- 

partment,  U.  S 863 

Quin,  Josephus  R.    Mentioned 335 

Quinton,  William.    Mentioned 593 

Rabet,  Jack  (Jackson  Parkhurst).    Mentioned 899 

Raccoon  Pord,  Ala.     See  Muscle  Shoals,  Ala. 

Race,  George  A.    Mentioned G33, 634 

Ragan,  Zachariah  S.     Reports  oiT  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  Nortli  Ala- 

l)ama,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13,  1804 685, 686 

Ragland,  Samuel.    Mentioned 464 

Rainear,  Iie-wis.     Mentioned 134 

Rains,  Gabriel  J. 

Correspondence  Tvith 

Barrett,  F.  S 434 

Davis,  Jefferson 431, 434 

McCleskey,  Emily  Lee 434 

War  Department,  C.  S 433 

Mentioned 431 

Rambaut,  G.  V.    Mentioned 22.5,  549 

Ramsey,  Robert  H.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  sec  George  H.  Thomas. 

Ramsey,  Solomon  P.    Mentioned 55 

Randall,  William  H.  P.    Mentioned 9 

Handle,  C.  L.    Mentioned 337 

Randle,  John  E.     Report  of  attack  on  Mempliis,  Tenu.,  Aug.  21, 1864 483 

Randolph, .    Mentioned 804 

Raney,  David  G.     Mentioned 448 

Rankin,  George  W.    Mentioned 756-758 

Rankin,  Richard  C.     Mentioned 47 

Rankin,  Theodore.    Mentioned 852 

Ransom,  Robert,  jr.    Mentioned 80, 81 

Ransom,  Thomas  B.  G. 

Death  of,  announced 733 

Mentioned 594,730-734,747 

Reports  of  operations  in  Nortli  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 788 

Rasmison,  Andrei^.    Mentioned 445 

Ratliff,  Robert  W. 

Itinerary  of  raids  from  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee  into  Sontliwestern 

Virginia,  Sept.  20-Oct.  17,1864 556 

Mentioned 24,39,40,45,76,557 

Raum,  Green  B. 

Mentioned 582, 601, 732, 752, 754, 7.5.5, 757, 758, 762, 767, 768, 773 

Reports  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 746 

Rawles,  Jacob  B.    Report  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23, 18frl.      425 
RawoUe,  William  C. 

Journal  of  expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into  Mississippi,  June  1-13, 

1864 90 

Mentioned 90,96,101,155,163,201 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Samuel  l>.  Siurgis. 

Rawson,  Bugene  A.    Mentioned 256, 259, 260 

Ray,  W.  Augustus.    Mentioned 469,474 
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Pajre. 

Ra3rmond,  Henry  C.    Mentioned 281,292 

Readyville,  Tenn.    Skirmish  at,  Sept.  6, 1864.    Reports  of 

DibreU,  George  6 496 

Jordan,  Thomas  J 495 

Rearden,  Justice.    Mentioned 834 

Redfield,  James.    Mentioned 763-765,785-787 

Reed, .    Mentioned 12 

Reed,  Alfred.    Report  of  skirmisli  near  Vienna,  Ala.,  July  8, 1864 354 

Reed,  Joseph  R.    Mentioned 257,259,266 

Reed,  Myron  W. 

Mentioned 703,711 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 

1864 712 

Reed,  Robert  M.    Mentioned 269 

Reeve,  Arthur  T. 

Mentioned 126,127,174,181,184 

Testimony  of.     Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation 181-183 

Reeves,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 819 

Reeves,  George  "W.    Mentioned Ill 

Reeves,  Thomas  H. 

Mentioned 352 

Reports  of  scouts  (7th-9th  and  12fcli-18th)  from  Kingston  to  England  Cove, 

Tenn.,  July  7-18, 1864 351,353 

Regan,  James  M.    Mentioned 485, 490, 846 

ReiUy,  James  W.    Mentioned 789,791-794 

Reilly,  Miles.    Mentioned 884 

Reily,  Charles  C.    Mentioned 133 

Renough,  Lieutenant.    Mentioxied 393 

.  Resaca,  Ga.     Skirmishes  at,  Oct.  12-13, 1864.     See  North  Georgia  and  Xorlh 
Alabama.     Operations  in,  Sept.  S9-Nov.  13,  1864.    Reports  of 
Hall,  John  P.  Bauin,  Green  E.  Thomas,  George  H. 

Howard,  Oliver  O.  ShermaB,  William  T.  Wever,  Clark  K. 

McCammon,  "William  "W. 

See  also  Fullerton's  Journal,  p.  601. 

Revely,  J.  P.    Mentioned 231 

Reynolds,  Daniel  H.    Mentioned 812, 825 

Reynolds,  P.  A.    Mentioned 822 

Reynolds,  GeorgeD.    Mentioned 835 

Reynolds,  Joseph  J.    Mentioned 899 

Rhea,  James  A.    Mentioned 855 

Rheatovvn,  Tenn.     Skirmish  near,  Seiit.  28,  1864.     See  Southwestern  Firgiula. 

Maids  from  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee  into,  Sept.  SO-Oct.  17, 1864. 

Report  of  Ammen,  p.  558. 
Rheinlander,  John. 

Mentioned 362 

Report  of  expedition  from  Decatur  to  Courtlaud,  Ala.,  and  skirmish,  July  • 

25-28,1864 363 

Rhinemiller,  William.    Mentioned 508 

Rhoads,  George  W.    Mentioned 141 

Rice,  John  B.    Mentioned 473 

Rice,  T.  W.    Mentioned 333 

Rich,  John.    Mentioned 821 

Richard,  John.    Mentioned 460 

Richards,  Samuel  J.    Mentioned 360 
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Richardson,  Robert  V.    Mentioned 243 

Richardson,  Wilson  J.    Mentioned 449 

Richart,  Robert  S.     Report  of  skirmish  in  Big  Cove  Valley,  Ala.,  Jnue  27, 

1864 241 

Richlemd  Creek,  Term.     Skirmish  at,  near  Pulaski,  Tenu.,  Sept.  20, 18G4.    See 
Northern  Alahama  and  Middle  Tennessee.    Forrest's  Maid  into,  Sept. 
IG-Oet.  10,  1864.    Reports  of 
Forrest,  Nathan  B.  Spaldiug,  George.  Starkweather,  John  0. 

Richman,  Charles  H. 

Mentioned 504 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 638 

Richmond,  U.  S.S.     Mentioned 409,415,416,443,449 

Rider,  Godfrey,  jr.    Mentioned 651 

Ridgway,  S.  Paine.     Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo, 

Miss.,  July  5-21, 1864 338 

Ridley,  Dee.    Mentioned 819 

Riggs,  Charles  R.     Report  of  attack  ou  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Aiig.  21, 1864 478 

Riley,  Bernard.    Mentioned 445 

Rinaker,  John  I.    Mentioned 280,282 

Ripley,  Miss. 

Action  at,  Jane  11, 1864.     See  Mississippi.    Expedition  from,  Memphis,  Tenn., 
into,  June  1-13,  1SG4.    Reports  of 

Bouton,  Edward.                       McMillen,  William  L.  Sturgis,  Samnel  D. 

Brumbaot,  Jefferson.                Noble,  John  W.  Thomas,  De  Witt  C. 

Clarke,  George  R.                      Pierce,  Abial  R.  Wilkin,  Alexander. 

Forrest,  Nathan  B.                    Rogers,  Andrew  W.  Winslow,  Edward  P. 

Hoge,  George  B. 
Skirmish  at,  June  7, 1864.     ^66  Mississippi.   Expedition  from  Memphis,Tenn., 
into,  June  1-13,  18G4.    Reports  of 

Browne,  Thomas  M.                 Pierce,  Abial  R.  Waring,  George  E.,  jr. 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H.              Sturgis,  Samuel  D.  Winslow,  Edward  P. 

Noble,  John  W. 
Skirmish  near,  July  7, 1864.    See  Tupelo,  Miss.    Expedition  from  La  Grange, 
Tenn.,  to,  July  5-21,  1S64.    Reports  of 

Burgh,  Henry  B.                       Grierson,  Benjamin  H.  Smith,  Andrew  J. 

Coon,  Datus  E.                          Horton,  Charles  C.  Williams,  Martin  H. 

Roach,  Patrick.    Mentioned ^ 483 

Roach,  Thomas  K.    Mentioned 469, 476 

Roane,  A.  T.    Mentioned 226 

Roaring  Spring,  Ky.    Skirmish  at,  Aug.  22, 1864.    See  Canton  and  Roaring 
Spring,  Ky.    Skirmishes  at,  Aug.  ^2, 1864. 

Robbing,  William.    Mentioned 538, 539 

Robertson,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 819 

Robertson,  Benjamin.    Mentioned 83 

Robertson,  Feliz  H.    Mentioned 496,497,562,565 

Robins,  Thomas.    Mentioned 5*9 

Robinson,  (Seorge.    Mentioned 654 

Robinson,  James  S. 

Mentioned 650,660,662,665,666,668,669,672,680,688,689 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alahama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 659 

Robinson,  N.  T.  N.    Mentioned 838 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  B.  Hodge. 
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Robinson,  Robert  B.    Menticied 476 

Robinson^  WUliam.    Mentioned 12 

Rockhouse  iJreek,  Ky.    Expedition  from  Louisa  to,  May  9-13, 1864.    Ecport 

of  Charles  E.Smith 14 

Roddey,  Philip  D.    Mentioned 13, 

15,  207,  221,  222,  225,  230,  239,  240,  322-324,  326,  328,  330,  331,  334, 
336,  356,  430,  513,  530-532,  535,  536,  542,  588,  613,  694,  699,  700,  799 

Rodgers,  Harris  G.    Mentioned 18 

Rodgers,  Hiram  C.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Napoleon  J.  T.  Dana. 
Rodney  and  Payette,  Miss.    Expedition  from  Vickshnrg  to,  and  skirmish 
(Sept.  30)  at  Port  Gibson,  Sept.  29-Oct.  3, 1864.    Reports  of 

Dana, Napoleon  J.  T 573,574 

Osband,  Emhnry  D 575 

Rogers, .    Mentioned 852 

Rogers,  Andrew  "W. 

Mentioned 122 

Report  of  expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into  Mississippi,  June  1-13, 1864      122 

Rogers,  Cyrus  P.    Mentioned 503 

Rogers,  Isaac.    Mentioned 708 

Rogers,  Jeannette,  Steamer.    Mentioned 466 

Rogers,  Joseph.    Mentioned 163 

Rogers,  J.  T.    Correspondence  with  Obadiah  C.  French 491, 492 

Rogers,  William.    Mentioned 445, 448 

Rogersville,  Tenn.    Skirmishes  at. 

Aug.  21, 1864.    See  Greeneville,  Tenn.    Pursuit  of  Confederates  to,  Aug.  21-^3, 

18G4,  etc. 
Oct.  8, 1864.     ^^6  Southwestern  Virginia.    Eaids  from  Kentucky  and  East  Ten- 
nessee into,  Sept.  20-Oct.  17,  1864.    lieport  of  Vaughn,  p.  564. 
Rolling  Pork,  Miss.     Skirmishes  near,  Sept.  22-23, 1864.     See  Dee!)-  Creek,  Miss. 
Expeditions  from  Vichsburg  to,  Sept.  Sl-SO,  1864,  etc. 

Rolph,  Albert  H.    Mentioned 715 

Rombauer,  Raphael  G.    Mentioned 479 

Rome,  Ga. 

Reconnaissance  from,  Oct.  13, 1864.     See  Cave  Spring  Soad,  Ga.    Iteconnais- 

sancefrom  Borne  on,  and  slcirmishes,  Oct.  13,1864. 
Skirmishes  near. 

Oct.  10-11, 1864.     See  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  in, 
Sept.  29-Nov.  13,  1864.    Reports  of  Sherman,  p.  582;  Garrard,  p. 
727. 
Oct.  12-13, 1864.     See  Coosaville  Boad,  near  Rome,  Ga.    Skirmishes  on, 
etc. 

Rooney,  John.    Mentioned 445 

Roper,  Samuel.    Mentioned _ 754 

Rose  Hambleton,  Steamer.    Mentioned 246 

Rose,  Henry.    Mentioned 275 

Rosecrans,  William  S.    Mentioned 5 

Ross,  Diego  C.    Mentioned 373 

Ross,  Lawrence  S. 

Correspondence  with  Frank  C.  Armstrong 501 

Mentioned 725,727,729 

Ross,  Samuel. 

Mentioned 692 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 691 

RoB'well,  Ga.    Skirmish  near,  Sept.  26, 1864 4 
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Round  Mountain,  Ala.     Skirmisli  near,  Oct.  25, 1864 577 

Rousseau,  Lovell  H. 
Correspondence  with 

Granger,  Robert  S 239,535 

Morgan,  James  D 625,631 

Paine,  Eleazer  A 18 

Starkweather,  John  C 531  532 

Thomas,  George  H 465, 527, 528 

Mentioned 405,  .WS,  509,  512-515, 

527, 528, 531-533, 538, 585-587, 608,  612, 621,  624, 626,  032, 034, 694,  695, 699 
Reports  of  Forrest's  Raid  into  Northern  Alabama  and  Middle  Tennessee, 

Sept.  16-Oct.  10, 1864 504-506 

Rover,  Steamer.    Mentioned 33 

Rovran,  John  A.    Mentioned 565 

Ro'we,  Hanison  H. 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  B.  Wado 463 

Mentioned 703 

Rowett,  Richard. 

Correspondence  with  Jolm  B.  Stevenson 13 

Mentioned 13, 16,  731, 701-705,  707, 773,  775,  777,  780,  781, 785 

Roy,  ■William.    Report  of  operations  in  Mol)ile  Bay,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23, 1864 423 

Rucker,  Edmund  W.    Mentioned .  200, 222, 223, 225, 226, 229, 231, 321-328, 337, 870-875 

Rudolphi,  Julius  von.    Mentioned 134 

Rue, .    Mentioned 369 

Ruffs  Station,  Ga.     Skirmish  at,  Oct.  19,1864 577 

Rushing,  John  T.    Mentioned 876 

Russell,  6yrenus.     Mentioned , 283 

Russell,  Ernest  M.    Mentioned 858 

Russell,  George  S.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Hcnnj  I'rincv. 

Russell,  J.  B.     Mentioned 228 

Russell,  Owen  D.    Mentioned 786 

Russell,  Robert  M.     Mentioned 332, 347,  .588, 608,  612 

Russell,  "W.  L.     Mentioned 819 

Russellville,  Tenn. 

Action  near,  Nov.  14, 1864.     See  East  Tennessee.    Breckinridge's  Adrancc  inio, 
Nov.  4-17,  1S64.     lieports  of  Gillem,  T[>.SM;  lireclimnlf/e,  y. S93. 
Skirmishes  at. 

Oct.  28, 1864.     See  Hast  Tennessee.     Operations  in,  Oct.  10-2S,  18G4.     Re- 
port of  Palmer,  p.  853. 
Nov.  11,  1864.     See  East  Tenmessee.    JirechinriHge's  Jilvanee  into,  Kor. 
4-17, 1SG4.     Reports  of 
Breckinridge,  John  C.  Tool,  Samnel.  Vaughn,  John  C. 

Ruth,  Captain.     Mentioned .569, 576 

Rutledge,  Thomas.    Mentioned 275 

Ryan,  William  A.     Mentioned 135 

Sackett,  Lee  M.    Mentioned 113 

Saeger,  William.    Mentioned 682 

Saint  Clair,  George  H.    Mentioned 5 

Saint  Clair,  W.  E.    Mentioned 857 

Saint  Francisville,  La.     Skirmish  near,  Oct.  5, 1804.     See  Alexander's  Creek, 

near  Saint  Francisville,  La.     Skirmish  at,  etc. 
SEunt  Joseph,  La.     Capture  of  Confederate  mail  and  recapture  of  Union  flags 

near,  Oct.  8, 1864 828 

Salem,  Ey.     Skirmish  at,  Aug.  8, 1861 3 
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Salem,  Miss.     Skirmish  at,  June  11,  1864.     See  Mississippi.    Expedition  from 
Memphis,  Tenn,,inio,  June  1-13,  1864.    Reports  of 
Bonton,  Edward.  Eaton,  Charles  G.  Eogers,  Andrew  W. 

Clarke,  George  K.  Hoge,  George  B.  Sturgia,  Samuel  D. 

Salomon,  Ed'ward  S.    Mentioned 660 

Salt  Springs,  Ga.    Skirmish  at,  Oct.  1,1864 576 

Saltville,  Va.    Action  at,  Oct.  2, 1864.     See  Souihwesiei-n  Virginia.    Raids  from 
Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee  into,  Sept.  SO-Oct.  17,  1864.    Reports 
of 
ErisbiD,  James  S.  Echols,  John.  Hatchitt,  Jiimes  G. 

Burbridge,  Stephen  G.  Gardner,  William  H. 

See  also  itinerary  of  McLean,  p.  555. 

Sample,  James  B.    Mentioned 261 

Sampson,  Jacob  P.    Mentioned 735, 736 

Sanborn,  John  E.    Report  of  expedition  from  La  Griiuy;!!,  Ttjnii.,  to  Tupelo. 

Miss.,  July  5-21,  1864 288 

Sandbach,  John  G.     Mentioned 297 

Sanders,  David  "W.      Mentioned 816, 819 

Sandford,  John  L.    Mentioned 893 

Tor  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  C.  Breckinridge. 

Sand  Mountain,  Ga.     Skirmish  near,  Oct.  2, 1864 576 

Sargent,  Charles  S.    Report  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-23, 

1864 419 

Sartor,  J.  W.     Mentioned 857 

Saunders,  Ed-win  D.    Mentioned 790 

Savage,  Thomas  J.    Mentioned 442 

Sawdy,  Henry  J.    Mentioned 663,  668 

Sa-wyer,  Ros-well  M.     Mentioned 13 

Sa-wyer,  Samuel  D.    Mentioned 283 

Sa-wyer,  W.  L.    Mentioned 901 

Sa-wyers,  John  M.    Mentioned 845 

Saylor,  Thomas. 

Mentioned 703 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,  1864 712 

Scaife,  H.  T.     Mentioned 856 

Scarbourough,  A.    Mentioned 818 

Schenck,  Elias  S.    Mentioned 275 

Schnitzer,  Gustavus.    Mentioned 390 

Schofield,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Ammen,  Jacob 352, 558 

Burbridge,  Stephen  G 27, 564 

Carter,  Samuel  P 461 

Kirk,  George  W 233 

Morgan,  James  D 626-628 

Sherman,  William  T 233 

Mentioned 22,27,461,580,582,583,589,590,595, 

608-610,  614,  621, 622, 626-628, 634, 635, 718, 725, 727, 731, 789, 792-794, 859 
Report  of  raid  from  Morristown,  Tenn.,  into  North  Carolina,  June  13- 

July  15, 1864,  and  capture  (June  28)  of  Camp  Vance 232 

Schooley,  Clinton.    Mentioned 382 

Sch^rartz,  Jacob.    Mentioned 906 

Sch-wartz,  Stever  C.    Mentioned 134 

Schwitzker, .    Mentioned 61 
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Scofield,  Levi  T.    For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C,  see  John  M.  Schofield. 

Scott, .    Mentioned 901 

Scott,  Hugh  L.    Mentioned 360 

Scott,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  Hodge 840, 841 

Mentioned 243, 429, 458, 570, 830, 832, 836-838 

Report  of  operations  in  Southwest  Mississippi  and  £a«t  Louisiana,  Oct. 

2-11,  1864 838 

Scott,  'William  M.    Mentioned 357 

Scott  County,  Va.    Affair  in,  Oct.  26,  1864.    Report  of  D.  Howard  Smith  ...      879 

Scroggs,  'William  H.    Mentioned 525 

Scully,  James  'W.    Mentioned 486 

Sealey,  Stephen.    Mentioned 834 

Sears,  Claudius  'W. 

Mentioned 764,765,813,816-820 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,  1864 824,825 

Sears,  Peter.    Mentioned 651, 652 

Seay,  R.  M.    Mentioned 230 

Sebago,  U,  S.  S.    Attack  on,  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Oct.  9,  1864* 4 

Seddon,  James  A.    Mentioned 67,74,77,432,433,801 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 

Sedvriok,  Daniel  'W.    Mentioned 684 

SelMdge,  James  L. 

Mentioned 654,666,680 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,  1864 653 

SelMdge,  Robert  O.    Mentioned 518,699 

Selma,  C.  S.  S. 

Capture  of,  Aug.  5,  1864.    See  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.     Operations  in,  Aug.  2-23, 
1864.    Reports  of 
Bnchauan,  rranklin.  Johnston,  James  D.  Maury,  Dabney  H. 

Canby,  Edward  E.  S.  MoAlester,  Miles  D.  Murphy,  Patrick  TJ. 

Mentioned 408,425,426,443^45,448,454 

Selvidge,  Samuel  H.    Mentioned 566 

Seminole,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 443 

Severson,  C.  S.    Mentioned 222,225 

Sezton, .    Mentioned 857 

Sbacklett,  AbseQom  R. 

Mentioned 332,337,399 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss'.,  July  5-21, 

1864 ---      341 

Shadna  Church  and  Westbrook's,  near  Pairburn,  Ga.  Skirmishes  at,  Oct. 
2,  1864.  See  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.  Operations  in, 
Sept.  29-Nov.  13,  1864.    Report  of  Ransom,  p.  788. 

Shafer,  John'W.    Mentioned 708 

Shaler,  James  R.    Mentioned 899 

Sharp,  Jacob  H.    Mentioned 811 

Shasteen,  'Willieun.    Mentioned 357 

Sbattuck,  Leander  L.    Mentioned 156,178,215,216 

Shaw,  William  T. 

Mentioned 377,379,382,383 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Oxford,  Miss.,  Aug.  1-30, 

1864 377 

*  See  report  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  1864,  p.  477. 
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Shawneetown,  111.    Operations  about,  Aug.  13, 1864.     Report  of  Samuel  P. 

Hcintzelman 462 

Sheffield,  James  L.    Mentioned 356 

Sheliha,  Victor  von.    Mentioned 438 

Shellabarger,  Joseph  L.    Mentioned 735,737-739 

Shelly,  Thomas  R.    Mentioned 819 

Shelton,  Jacob,    Mentioned 461 

Shenango,  Steamer.    Mentioned 246 

Shepard,  Hugh.    Mentioned 365, 366 

Shepherd,  Christopher.    Mentioned 445 

Shepherd,  V.  E.    Correspondence  -with  War  Department,  C.  S 427 

Sheriy,  VTllliam  H. 

Mentioned 735,736 

Reports  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alaliama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,  1864 737,738 

Sherman,  Josiah  H.    Mentioned 690 

Sherman,  'William  T. 

Congratulatory  Orders.   Operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama, 

Sept.  29-Nov.  13,  1864 771 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.A 89,529 

Corse,  .JohnM 770,781 

Elliott,  Washington  L 728 

Schofield,  JohnM 233 

Stanley,  David  S 593,596-603 

Stnrgis,  Samuel  D 101 

Mentioned 79, 84-86, 91, 148, 222, 228,  231,  233, 247, 249, 

360, 403, 404, 430, 506, 513, 530, 552, 553,  558,  564, 585,  587-591,  593-604, 608, 
612, 635, 637,  647  651-653, 670, 677, 694,  724,  730-732, 734,  736, 738-740, 747, 
761,  762,  765,  767  771, 790-793, 796, 797, 803, 804,  810, 817, 818,.869, 907, 908 
Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,  1864 580 

Shertill,  L.  J.    Mentioned 324, 332, 335, 337, 340 

Shick,  John.    Mentioned 445 

Ship's  Gap,  Ga. 

Skirmish  at,  Oct.  16,  1864.     See  Norili  Georgia  and  North  Alahamn.     Opera- 
tions in,  Sept.  SD-Nov.  13,  1S64.    Rf ports  of 
Howard,  Oliver  O.  Ostcrhaus,  Teter  J.  ShcnnaD,  William  T. 

See  also  Ftdlcrton's  Journal,  p.  603. 
Shirk,  James  'W.. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  M.  King 859 

Mentioned 859 

Shoal  Creek,  Ala. 
Skirmishes  at. 

Nov.  5-6, 1864.     See  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  in, 

Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 1864.    Fullerton's  Journal,  p.  610. 
Nov.  9,  1864.     See  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  in, 
Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 1864.    Fullerton's  Journal,  p.  613. 

Nov.  11, 1864 577 

Skirmish  near,  Oct.  31, 1864.    See  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Oper- 
ations in,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13,  1864.    Report  of  Tliomas,  i>.  589. 

Shoemaker,  John  W.    Mentioned 134 

Shorey,  Samuel  O.    Mentioned 247 
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Shoup,  Francis  A. 

Journal  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 803 

Mentioned 803 

Shoup,  Samuel  N.    Mentioned 260, 262 

Sibley  Coimty,  Ky.    Skirmish  in,  Sept.  3, 1864 3 

Sicily  Island,  La.    See  Waterproof  and  Sicily  Island,  La. 

Sidwell,  John  W.    Mentioned 525 

Sid-well,  Reuben  Ii.    Mentioned 476 

Silk,  John.    Mentioned 445 

Silver  Lake,  No.  2,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 876 

Silver  Wave,  Steamer.    Mentioned 246 

Simanoe,  L.  M. 

Mentioned 188 

Testimony  of.     Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation 188, 189 

Simmons,  Oliver  B.     Mentioned 877 

Simms,  Charles  C.    Mentioned 456 

Simonson,  Samuel  E.W.    Mentioned 134,135,392 

Simpson,  James  G.    Mentioned 741 

Simpson,  L.  J.     Mentioned 857 

Sims,  R.  D.  G.     Mentioned 857 

Sinclair,  'William.    Report  of  Forrest's  Kaid  into  West  Tennessee,  Oct.  16- 

Nov.  10,1864 860 

Sinclair,  W^illiam  H.    Mentioned 608,609 

Sipes,  WiUiam  B. 

Mentioned 695 

Report  of  Forrest's  Raid  into  Northern  Alabama  and  Middle  Tennessee, 

Sept.  16-Oct.  10,  1864 535 

Sizer,  WiUiam  S.    Mentioned 416 

Skelton,  Joseph  W. 

Mentioned..^. 374,375,393 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Nonconnah  Creek,  Tenn.,  Oct.  29, 1864 883 

Sketches. 

Fort  Morgan,  passage  of,  by  U.  S.  fleet,  and  3ngagement  in  Mobile  Bay,  Aug. 

5,1864 409 

Harrisburg,  near  Tupelo,  Miss.     Engagement  at,  July  14-15, 1864 334 

North  Ge*rgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  in,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 

1864 , 722,824 

Slemmer,  Adam  J.    Mentioned 32 

Sloan,  James.    Mentioned 133, 136 

Slocum,  Henry  W. 

Correspondence  with  Daniel  Dustin 681 

Mentioned 6, 8, 161, 246;  355, 581, 583, 584, 588, 616, 

644,  649,  650,  653,  654-657, 659, 661, 663-665, 668-670, 673, 677, 679, 680, 685 
Report  of  expedition  from  Vieksburg  to  Pearl  River,  Miss.,  July  2-10, 1864, 
with  skirmishes  on  route,  and  engagement  (7th)  near  Jackson, 

Miss 242 

Smith,  Major.    Mentioned 890 

Smith,  Alfred  B.    Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama, 

Sept.  29-Nov,  13,1864 657 

Smith,  Andre'w  J. 

Correspondence  with  Cadwallader  C.  Washburn 469, 470 

Mentioned 86, 170, 199, 231, 249, 254, 258, 259, 262-264, 268, 

278, 279, 282, 285, 286, 290, 292, 299, 300, 304, 307,  313, 318-320,  330, 375, 379, 

380,  386-388, 390, 391, 400,404, 430, 468-471, 513, 583,  590,  612,  730,  804, 905 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 1864 .     250 
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Smith,  Arthur  A.    Mentioned 467 

Smith,  Charles.    Mentioned 479 

Smith,  Charles  B.    Mentioned 550 

Smith,  Charles  E. 

Mentioned 45 

Report  of  expedition  from  Louisa  to  Eocklioiise  Creek,  Ky.,  May  9-13, 1864       14 

Smith,  Clifton  H.    Mentioned 441 

Smith,  De  Witt  C.    (Major.) 

Correspondence  with  Julius  Fosses 29, 30 

Mentioned 29,30 

Smith,  De  AWitt  C.     (Paymaster.)    Mentioned 880-882 

Smith,  D.  How^ard. 

Mentioned 69, 73, 75, 489, 490 

Report  of  affair  in  Scott  County,  Va.,  Oct.  26, 1864 879 

Smith,  E.  A.    Mentioned 901 

Smith,  Elza  C.     Mentioned 554, 556 

Smith,  B.  Kirby.    Mentioned 246,403 

Smith,  Franklin  C.    Mentioned..' 679,685,687,692 

Smith,  George  "W.    Mentioned 618 

Smith,  H.  A.    Mentioned 41 

Smith,  Hemeui  L.    Mentioned 448 

Smith,  Henry.    Mentioned 494 

Smith,  Israel  C.    Mentioned 370 

Smith,  J.  B.    Mentioned 500 

Smith,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with  John  D.  Stevenson 13 

Mentioned 734,741,743,744,746,747 

Report  of  skirmishes  near  Florence  and  at  Decatur,  Ala.,  May  7-8,  1864  ..        13 

Smith,  Jonathan  J.    Mentioned 476 

Smith,  J.  R.    Mentioned ...      337 

Smith,  L.  Henry.    Mentioned * 134 

Smith,  Louis  B .    Mentioned 300, 906 

Smith,  Lucius  B.    Mentioned 256,268,272 

Smith,  Martin  L.    Mentioned 797, 799, 805 

Smith,  Norman  M.    Mentioned 396 

Smith,  P.  A.    Mentioned 348 

Smith,  Robert  F. 

Mentioned 504,620,621,628,632-634,639,644 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,  1864 636 

Smith,  Thomas  B.    Mentioned 826 

Smith,  Thomas  H.    Correspondence  with  Julius  Fosses 30 

Smith,  Thomas  KUby.    Mentioned 85,217,219,228 

Smithland,  Ky.,  Commanding  Officer  at.    Correspondence  with  Solomon 

Meredith 867 

Smith's  Mills,  Ky.    Skirmish  at,  Aug.  19, 1864.    Sec  Kentucky.    ExpedUionfrom 
Mount  Vernon,  Ind.,  into,  Aug.  lG-22,  1S64,  etc. 

Smock,  Noah  R.    Mentioned 906 

Snake  Creek  G-ap,  Ga.    Skirmishes  at. 

Sept.  15, 1864 4 

Oct.  15,  1864.    See  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  in,  Sept. 
39-Nov.  13,  1864.    Beporti  of 

Howard,  Oliver  O.  Ogterhans,  Feter  J.  Sherman,  William  T. 

Lee,  Stephen  D. 

See  also  Co3^a  Journal,  p.  791, 
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SneedviUe,  Tenn.    Skirmish  near,  Oct.  21,  1864.    See  Clinch    Valley,  near 

Sneedville,  Tenn.    Skirmish-  in,  etc. 
Snodgrass,  Alexander  T.    Report  of  scout  from  Whiteside's,  Tenn.,  to  Sul- 
phur Springs,  Ga.,  Sept.  2-5,1864...' 493 

SnotTT-,  J.  C,  Steamer.     Mentioned 216 

Snyder,  Jacob  H.    Mentioned 686 

Snyder,  Samuel  A.  J.    Mentioned 260 

Snyzer  (or  Snizer), .    Mentioned 900 

SomerviUe,  ■WilUam.    Mentioned 818 

Somerville  Road,  near  Decatur,  Ala.  Affair  on  the,  Aug.  6,  1864.  See 
Northern  Alabama,  District  of.  Operations  in  the,  June  24-Au(j.  30, 
1864.    Report  of  Doolittle,  p.  238. 

Sorey,  Robert  B.  L.    Mentioned 858 

South  Carolina  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,    Light — Battalions:    Palmetto   (Batteries),   C,   441.     Batteries: 
Ferguson's,  826 ;  Macbeth,  856,  857. 

South  River,  Ga.     Skirmish  near,  Oct.  24,  1864 577 

South  Tunnel,  Tenn.  Affair  at,  near  Gallatin,  Oct.  10,  1864.  Keport  of  Ben- 
jamin S.  Nickliu 842 

Southixrestern  Virginia.  Baids  from  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee  into, 
Sept.  20-Oct.  17,  1864. 

Casualties.     Eeturns  of.     Union  troops 553 

Communications  from 

Anderson,  J.  R 563 

Breckinridge,  John  C  566 

McLean,  Nathaniel  C 555 

Preston,  Robert  J 560 

Schofield,  John  M 558, 584 

Itineraries  of 

McLean,  Nathaniel  C 555 

Ratliff,  EohertW 556 

Reports  of 

Ammen,  Jacob 558 

Breckinridge,  John  C 559 

Brisbin,  James  S 556 

Burbridge,  Stephen  G 552 

Cosby,  George  B 566 

Echols,  John 559,560 

Gardner,  William  H 554 

Hatchitt,  James  G 553 

Jackson,  Alfred  E 560 

Jennings,  William 567 

Vaughn,  John  C 562-565 

Williams,  John  S - 561,562 

Southwest  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana.    Operations  in,  Oct.  2-11, 1864. 

Communications  from  George  B.  Hodge 836,  840,  841 

Congratulatory  Orders.     Napoleon  J.  T.  Dana 830 

Reports  of 

Canby,  Edward  R.  S 828 

Dana,  Napoleon  J.  T 829,  830 

Farrar,  Bernard  G ,-  -  •  835 

Hodge,  George  B , 836 

Kent,  Loren ,..,,,,.,,.,,...:,:,,,,,,  83,3 

fjl  B  It— VOL  XXXIX,  PT  I 
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Southwest  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana.    Operations  in,  etc.— Cont'd. 
Reports  of 

Osband,  Embury  D 831 

Powers,  Frank  P 842 

Scott,  John  S 838 

Spain,  Captain.    Mentioned 463 

Spalding,  George. 

Mentioned 462,513,514,531-534,539,608,613,724 

Report  of  Forrest's  Raid  into  Northern  Alabama  and  Middle  Tennessee, 

Sept.  16-Oct.  10,1864 536 

Sparks,  'W.J.    Mentioned 819 

Spearman,  Cornelius  F.     Mentioned 901 

Speed,  John.    Mentioned 680 

Spencer,  George  B.    Mentioned 761, 770, 783 

Spencer,  Horace  A.    Mentioned 141 

Sprague,  Bzra.    Mentioned 693 

Sprague,  Henry  M.    Mentioned .' 525 

Springer,  H.  P.        Mentioned 829 

Sproat,  Bdgar  L.    Mentioned 835 

Stacy,  BrazilllahF.    Mentioned 846 

Stafford,  James  A.    Mentioned 686 

Stanford,  Joseph  R.    Mentioned 750 

Stanley,  David  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Croxton,  John  T 609,611 

Hatch,  Edward 612-614 

Sherman,  WiUiam  T 593,596-603 

Thomas,  George  H 606-609,611,612 

Mentioned 581- 

584,  588-.591, 594-597, 599-609, 611, 612, 615,  633,  635, 725, 732, 793, 907 
Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,  1864 907 

Stansbury,  Marcus  L.    Mentioned 117 

Stanton,  Cornelius.    Mentioned 142 

Stanton,  Edwin  M.    Mentioned , ...  21, 22, 101, 102, 465, 553, 555 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Stanton,  Henry  T.    Mentioned 560 

Starkweather,  John  C. 
Correspondence  with 

Morgan,  James  D 626,631 

Rousseau,  Lovell  H 531,532 

Mentioned 514,515,521,535-537,632 

Report  of  Forrest's  Raid  into  Northern  Alabama  and  Middle  Tennessee, 

Sept.  16-Oct.  10, 1864 530 

Starling,  Edmund  A.    Mentioned 401 

Starr,  Mathew  H.    Mentioned 387, 389, 390, 469, 472, 473, 480, 482 

Starring,  Frederick  A.  Itinerary  of  1st  Brigade,  1st  Division,  17th  Army 
Corps.  Expedition  from  Vicksburg  to  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  with 
skirmishes  (14th)  at  Port  Gibson  and  (16th)  at  Grand  Gulf,  July 

10-17,1864 355 

Statler,  J.  P.    Mentioned 328 

Stearnes,  De  Witt.    Mentioned 479 

Steedman,  James  B,    Mentioned 496, 585, 587, 605, 607, 634, 714 
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Steele,  Captain.    Mentioued .' 503 

Steele,  John  "W.    Mentioned 597 

Steele'E  Bayou,  Miss.     Skirmish  at,  Oct.  2.5, 1864.     See  Issaquena  and  Wash- 
ington Counties,  Miss.     Oj)erations  in,  Oct.  24-31, 1864,  etc. 

Stephens,  Meshack.    Mentioned 240 

Stevens,  Albert  H.    Mentioned 272 

Stevens,  John  J.    Mentioned 703 

Stevens,  J.  P.     Mentioued 440 

Stevens,  Sylvctnus  H.     Correspondence  with 

Donaldson,  James  L 864 

Williams,  Isaac  P 864 

Stevens,  Theodore  E.    Mentioned 682 

Stevens,  "W.  H.    Mentioned 877 

Stevenson,  Carter  L.    Mentioned 808,811,814 

Stevenson,  John  D. 
Correspondence  -with 

Rowett,  Richard 13 

Smith,  JohnE 13 

Mentioned 13 

Report  of  skirmishes  near  Florence  and  at  Decatur,  Ala.,  May  7-8,  1864  . .        13 
Ste'virart,  Alexander  P. 
Correspondence  with 

Archer,  Samson  M 759 

Hood,  JohnB 814 

Mentioned 581,591, 

596, 597, 599, 719, 721, 722, 729, 747,  767,  768,  802,  803, 806-811, 814, 815, 817 
Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 812 

Stewart,  John.    Mentioned 494, 651 

Stewart,  'WiUiam  M.    Mentioned 376 

Stibbs,  John  H. 

Mentioned 269 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 269 

Stickney,  Clifford.    Mentioned 735 

Stiles,  Benjamin  T.    Mentioned 318 

Stinson,  Robert  B.    Mentioned 633 

Stockdale,  Thomas  R.    Mentioned 11,332,349,350 

Stone,  Clement  W. 

Mentioued 498 

Report  of  expeditions  from  Mobile  Bay  to  Bonsecours  and  Fish  Rivers, 

Ala.,  Sept.  9-11,  1864 499,500 

Stone,  Henry.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  H.  Thomas. 

Stone,  'William  J.    Mentioned 39 

Stoneman,  George.    Mentioned 789 

Stone  River,  Steamer.    Mentioned 694-696, 698, 699, 701 

Stonestreet,  Henry.    Mentioned 561 

Stott, .    Mentioned 83 

Strange,  J.  P.    Mentioned 522,543,549 

Stratton,  W.  D.     Mentioned 335 

Stratton,  'William  H. 

Mentioned 96,156,178,180,215,216 

Testimony  of.    Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation 216, 217 
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Strawberry  Plains,  Temi. 

Scout  from,  to  Greeneville,  Aug.  1-5,  1864.      See  Greeneville,  Tenn.    Scout 

from  Strmvherry  I'lains  to,  etc.,  Aug.  1-5,  1864. 
Skirmishes  at,  Nov.  16-17,  1864.      See  East  Tennessee.    Breckinridge s  Ad- 
vance into,  Nov.  4-17,  1S64.    lieports  of 
AmmcD,  Ja£ob.  Breckiuridge,  John  C.  Vaughn,  John  C. 

Strickland,  Silas  A.    Mentioned 795 

Strong,  Joel  "W.     Mentioned 752 

Strong,  William  E.    Mentioned 472 

Stuart,  Lyman  Y.    Mentioned 651 

Stubbs, .     Mentioned 168 

Stubbs,  "William.    Mentioned 479 

Studdard,  Van  Bureu.     Mentioned 314 

Sturdevant,  Samuel  H.    Mentioned 571 

Sturgis,  Samuel  D. 

Correspondence  ■with 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 101,102 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H 98,  220 

McMillen,  William  L 100 

Sherman,  William  T 101 

Waring,  George  E.,  jr 98 

Washburn,  Cadwallader  C 96,217,218 

Wiltin,  Alexander - 96 

Mentioned 10,85-87,89,90,96, 

103-106, 108, 113, 115, 118, 124, 128-134, 136-139, 144, 146-148, 152, 155, 161- 
166,  170  176,  178-181, 183, 184, 186, 187, 189, 191-217, 219, 221, 229, 249, 903 
Reports  of  expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into  Mississippi,  June  1-13, 

1864 87-89 

Testimony  of.     Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation 148-160 

Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation. 

Correspondence  -with  Cadwallader  C.  Washburn 147 

Detail  for 147,164 

Orders  convening 147 

Proceedings  of 147-217 

Testimony  of 

Armstrong,  Andrew  198 

Bonton,  Edward 212-215 

.    BucMand,  Henry  W 177-179 

Eaton,  Charles  G 175-177 

Fitch,  John  A 194-196 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H  199-203 

Hoge,  George  B 161-167 

Johnson,  John  M 196, 197 

King,  JohuF 172-175 

Kinzie,  Arthur  M 193,194 

Lamberg,  Carl  Adolph 183, 184 

Lee,  Henry  S 184-188 

McMillen,  William  L 206-212 

Mallory,  Egbert  O 197,198 

Mourer,  G  eorge  W 179-181 

Keeve,  Arthur  T 181-183 

Simanoe,  L.M  ..' 188,189 

Stratton,  William  H 216,217 

Sturgis,  8a«iuel  D 148-160 
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Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation — Continued. 
Testimony  of 

Thomas,  De  Witt  C 167-172 

Ward,  Lymau  M 215, 216 

Waring,  George  E.,  jr 189-193 

Wiuslow,  Edward  F 203-206 

Suddarth,  Samuel  G.     Mentioned 51 

Suggs,  Nat.    Mentioned 5 

Snllivan,  William  J.    Mentioned 310 

Sulphur  Branch  Trestle,  Ala.  Action  at  and  surrender  of,  Sept.  25,  1864. 
See  Northern  Alahama  and  Middle  Tennessee.  Forrest's  Raid  into, 
Sept.  IG-Oct.  10,  1864.    Reports  of 

rorrest,  Nathan  B.  JackBon,  George  "W.  Spalding,  George. 

Granger,  liobert  S.  Eousseau,  Lovell  H.  Starkwcatlier,  John  C. 

Sulphur  Springs,  Ga.  Scouts  from  Whiteside's,  Tenn.,  to,  Sept.  2-5, 1864.  Re- 
port of  Alexander  T.  Snodgrass 493 

Suman,  Isaac  C  B.     Mentioned 598 

Sumbardo,  Charles  L.    Mentioned 268 

Summers,  Moses. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  M.  Whittelsey 682 

Mentioned ,- 681,682 

Summerville,  Ga.    Skirmish  near,  Oct.  18,1864 577 

Sunny  South,  Steamer.    Mentioned  246 

Surget,  Bustace.    Mentioned 872 

Sutherland,  George  E.    Mentioned 876 

Sutton,  Captain.    Mentioned 568,569,.571 

Suwanee,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 422 

STveeney,  Charles  H.    Mentioned 281 

Siweet  Water  and  Noyes'  Creeks,  near  Povo-der  Springs,  Ga.  Skirmishes 
at,  Oct.  2-3, 1864.  See  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.  Oper- 
ations in,  Sept.  Sg-Nov.  13,  1SG4.    Report  of  Bood,  p.  802. 

SvTift,  .    Mentioned 618 

Swift,  Virginius  H.    Mentioned 901 

Swift, 'William T.    Mentioned.... 112,113 

S'windler,  Richard  O.     Report  of  Morgan's  Raid  into  Kentucky,  May  31-Jiine 

20,1861 62 

Sypert,  Leonidas  A.    Mentioned 466, 487 

Tabor,  Benjamin  C.    Mentioned 682,683 

Taggart;  Samuel  L.    Mentioned 744 

Tallahatchie  River,  Miss.     Skirmishes  at  the. 

Aug.  7-9, 1864.     See   Oxford,   Miss.    Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to, 
Aug.  ISO,  1864.    Reports  of 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H.  Hill,  Sylvester  G.  Thomaa,  De  Witt  C. 

Hatch,  Edward.  Noble,  John  W.  Woods,  Joseph  J. 

Hess,  Joseph  C. 
Aug.  10,  1864.     Sec   Oxford,  Miss.     Expedition  from  La   Grange,  Tenn.,  to, 
Aug.  1-30,  1864.    Itinerary  of  1st  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps,  p.  371; 
report  of  Grierson,  p.  387. 

Tanquary,  James  C.    Mentioned 757 

Tansey,  William  E.    Mentioned 686 

Tate,  Abraham.    Mentioned 648 

Tate,  Thomas  S.,  jr. 

Mentioned 224,333,337 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 342 
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Tate,  "W.  J.    Mentioned 231 

Tawab,  No.  29,  Gunboat.    Mentioned 859-861,866,873 

Tawah  (No.  29),  Key  'West  (No.  32),  and  Elfin  (No.  52),  Gunboats.    De- 
stmction  of,  Nov.  4,  1864.    See   West  Tennessee.    Forrest's  Said 
into,  Oct.  16-rNov.  10, 1864.    Reports  of 
Chaliaers,  James  K.  King,  Edward  M.  Sinclair,  William. 

Forrest,  Nathan  B.  McConnell,  Samnel  J.  Thomas,  George  H. 

Taylor,  James R.    Mentioned. 815 

Taylor,  J.  C.    Mentioned 441 

Taylor,  3.  M.     (Confederate.)    Beport  of  affair  at  Campbellton,  Ga.,  Sept. 

10,  1864 501 

Taylor,  J.  M.     (Union.)    Mentioned 840 

Taylor,  Marion  C.    Mentioned 616 

Taylor,  Richard. 

Assignment  to  command 3 

Mentioned 427,431,542,695,796,797,804 

Taylor,  "Walter  H.    Mentioned  893 

Taylor,  Williaia  F.    Mentioned 398 

Taze'well,  Tenn.    Scout  from  Cumberland  Gax>  to.    See  Cumberland  Gap, 

Tenn.    Scout  from,  into  Lee  County,  Va.,  etc.,  Aug.  3-6,  1864. 
Tecumseh,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 408,407,409,425,429,431-435,443,446,447 

Sinking  of,  by  torpedo,  near  Fort  Morgan,  Ala.,  Aug.  5,  1864.     See  Mobile 
Bay,  Ala.     Operations  in,  Aug.  S-S3, 1864.    Reports  of 
Conhy,  Edward  B.  S.  McAlester,  Miles  D.  Page,  Richard  L. 

Johnston,  James  S.  Maury,  Sabney  H. 

Tennessee,  C.  S.  S. 

Capture  of,  Aug.  5,  1864.    See  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.    Operations  in,  Aug.  2-23, 
1864.    ReporU  of 

Buchanan,  Franklin.  Johnston,  James  D.  Maury,  Dabney  H. 

Canby,  Edward  R.  S.  McAlester,  Miles  D.  Murphy,  Patrick  17. 

Mentioned 403, 407-410, 414, 416, 425, 426,  439,  443-450, 452, 454, 457 

Tennessee,  Army  of  the.    (Union.) 

Orders,  General,  series  1864 — Sturgis :  No.  2,  220. 

Orders,  General  Field,  series  1864— //oivarrf;  No.  21, 733.    Hoge :  No.  3, 541. 
Orders,  Special,  series  16ei— Washburn :  No.  38, 219;  No.  63, 147;  No.  70, 
161;  No.  72,164. 
Tennessee,  East.    See  East  Tennessee. 
Tennessee,  Middle.    See  Middle  Tennessee. 
Tennessee,  West.    See  West  Tennessee. 
Tennessee  Troops.    Mentioned.    (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Heavy— flatter/es;  Rice's,  222,231,323,332-334,340,  344,  872-875. 
Artillery,  Light— fiaHer/es ;   Mebane's,  826;  Morton's,  222,  231,  330,  334, 

543, 544, 870-872, 874, 875. 
Cavalry — Companies:  Forrest  Guards,  226,  321.  Regiments:  Barteau's, 
321,325,  329,  330,  335,  346-348,  542;  N.  W.  Carter's,  544;  Dibrell's,  496, 
497;  Duckworth's,  222,  224,  231,  328,  374,  396,  397,  399,  546;  N.  B.  For- 
rest's,* 321,  327,  374,  397-399,  543,  546,  870,  873-875;  McKenzie's,  634; 
McLemore's,  497;  Neely's,  484,  542;  Newsom's,  223,  231, 329,  335,  346, 
347;  Nixon's,  362, 544;  Richardson's,  484;  Russell's,  223,  231,  329,  335, 
346-348,  542;  Baxter  Smith's,  497;  Stewart's,  484,  543,  873-875;  Wil- 
son's, 223,  224,  231,  329,  335,  346-348,  544,  547-549,  880. 
IntSLixtTy— Regiments :  3d  P.  A.,  854,  855,  898;  20th,  827;  39th,  486;  43d, 
898. 

'Commonly  called  "  Forrest's  old  regiment;"  also  designated  as  26tb  Battalion. 
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Tennessee  Troops.    Mentioned.    (Union.)  *'*■ 

Artillery,  Ught— Battalions  :  1st  (Batteries),  A,  509,  510,  517,  695,  697,  698, 

700,  701,  704-707,  716,  717,  724;  E,  489,  845,  889. 
Cavalry— Regiments :  2d,  240,  509,  511,  513,  517,  518,  531,  633, 634, 695, 699, 
702, 706, 707 ;  3a,  240, 362, 514, 519, 520, 523, 524, 531, 585 ;  4tli,  240. 513, 519; 
5th,  353, 357, 358 ;  6th,  621 ;  7th,  360, 361, 493 ;  8th,  566, 845, 846, 852,  855, 
885, 888-891 ;  9th,  484-486,489,558,  .566, 844-846, 852, 855, 885, 888-890 ;  10th, 
5, 6, 485, 535-537, 610 ;  11th,  589, 861 ;  12th,  535-537, 610 ;  13th,  485, 486, 
489, 490, 558, 845, 846, 852, 855, 885, 888, 889. 
ln{a,utvy— Regiments :  1st  Enrolled  Militia,  483;  1st  Monnted,  843;  2d 
EnroUed  Militia,  483;  3d  EnroUed  Militia,  483;  4th,  351,352,851,852; 
8th  851, 852. 

Terry,  F.  G.    Mentioned 333 

Texas  Troops.    Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Cuvalry— Companies:  Cobb's  Scouts,  569,  575.    Regiments:  3d,  713;  9th, 
713,823;  10th,  822, 823 ;  12th,  900;  14th,  822-824;  21st,  900;  27th,  713, 
860;  32d,  815,821. 
lnfa,atTy— Regiments :  9th,  822,  823. 
Miscellaneous— Waul's  Legion,  325, 399. 

Thacker,  Benjamin  P.    Mentioned 478 

Thacker,  Isaac.    Mentioned 380 

Thorn,  R.  T.    Mentioned 441 

Thomas,  De  Witt  C. 

Mentioned 103,104,110,115,138,143,167,177 

Reports  of 

Mississippi.     Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into,  Jnne  1-13, 1864  ..       Ill 
Oxford,  Miss.    Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  Aug.  1-30, 1864. .      371 

Testimony  of.     Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation 167-172 

Thomas,  General,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 694, 695, 698, 699 

Thomas,  George  H. 
Correspondence  witli 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 527,530 

Campbell,  Wallace 528 

Croxton,  Jolm  T 610 

Davis,  Jefferson  C 623 

Hatch,  Edward 610 

Johnson,  Lewis 723 

Morgan,  James  D 623-625, 628-633 

Rousseau,  Lovell  H 465, 527, 528 

Stanley,  David  S 606-«)9, 611, 612 

Thomas,  Lorenzo ^ 529 

Mentioned 465, 504, 507, 509, 514- 

517,526-529,580-584,588,593,594,597-600,604-612,  614,620,621,  623-626, 
631, 633, 634, 644,  694-696, 724, 726, 727,  731, 791, 792, 803, 808, 863,  907, 908 
Reports  of 

East  Tennessee.    Breckinridge's  advance  into,  Nov.  4-17, 1864 885 

North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  In,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 

1864 584 

West  Tennessee.     Forrest's  Raid  into,  Oct.  16-Nov.  10,  1864 859 

Thomas,  John  R.    Mentioned 297 

Thomas,  Lorenzo. 

Correspondence  with 

Campbell,  Wallace 529 

Chetlain,  Augustus  L 528 

Thomas,  George  H .529 

Mentioned 555 
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Thompson,  Charles  R.    Mentioned 589, 859, 861-864, 866 

Thompson,  Jacob.    Mentioned 400 

Thompson,  James..   Mentioned 361 

Thompson,  John.    Mentioned 483 

Thompson's  Creek,  near  Jackson,  La.    Skirmish  at,  Oct.  5, 1864.     See  South- 
west Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana.     Operations  in,  Oct.  S-11, 1864. 
Eeport  of  Scott,  p.  838. 
Thomson,  David.     Eeport  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama, 

Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 1864 .• : 662 

Thomson,  Mark  L.    Mentioned 423 

Thomburgh,  Jacob  M.    Mentioned 517,  697, 703, 711 

Thorn  Hill,  near  Beau's  Station,  Tenn.    Skirmisli  at,  Oct.  10, 1864.    See  Jiast 
Tennessee.     Operations  in,  Oct.  10-3S,  1SG4.    lieport  of  Vaughn,  p. 
848.     See  also  Lee  to  War  Department,  C.  S.,  p.  847. 
Thurston,  William  H.     Report  of  attack  on  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Aug.  21, 1864  . .      472 

Tilford,  John  B.    Mentioned 49 

Tillson,  Davis.    Mentioned 485, 488, 502 

Tillson,  John.     Mentioned 747 

Tilton,  Ga.     Surrender  of,  Oct.  13,  1864.     See  North  Georgia  and  North  Ala- 
bama.    Operations  in,  Sept.  39-Nov.  13,  1864.    Reports  of 

Archer,  Samson  M.  Howard,  Oliver  O.  Stewart,  Alexander  P 

Bate,  'WiUiam  B.  Banm,  Green  B.  Wever,  Clark  E. 

Hood,  John  B. 

See  also  Harvie's  Journal,  p.  809. 

Tindall,  G.  P.    Mentioned 606, 907 

Tindle,  Holmes.    Mentioned 899 

Tishomingo  Creek,  Miss.    Engagement  at.     See  liricf^s  Cross-Koads  {or  Tiah- 
omingo  Creek),  near  Guntown,  Miss.    Jingayement  at,  June  10, 1SG4. 

Titus,  James  T.    Mentioned 230 

Tobin,  James.    Mentioned 510, 511, 704,  706 

Todd,  Misses.    Mentioned 77 

Todd,  A.  H.    Mentioned 819 

Todd,  John  M.    Mentioned 55 

Todhunter,  R.    Mentioned 822 

Toland,  John.    Mentioned 855 

Tompkins,  Haviland.    Mentioned 613, 614 

Tomson,  Theodore.    Mentioned 760 

Tool,  Samuel. 

Mentioned 898 

Eeport  of  Breckinridge's  advance  into  East  Tennessee,  Nov.  4-17, 1864 898 

Totten,  James.    Mentioned 405 

Tourtellotte,  John  E. 

Mentioned 581,731,741,760-765,771,772 

Eeport  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 748 

Tovrle,  Daniel  G.    Mentioned 750, 751 

Townsend,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 380 

Tovmsend,  Edward  D.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Adjutant-General's 
Office,  U.S.A. 

Townsend,  Edwin  T.    Mentioned 611 

Tracy,  Edward  E.    Mentioned 793 

Tracy,  George  H.    Mentioned 275 

Tracy  City,  Tenn.    Skirmish  at,  Aug.  4, 1864 3 

Trade  and  Intercourse.     Communication  fnmi  Embury  D.  Osband 900 

Trader,  Edward  A.    Mentioned 273 
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Travers,  James  J.    Mentioned 755, 756 

TrebeiB,  Adam  W.    Mentioned 40, 42 

Treece,  Henry  H.    Mentioned 394 

Trego,  Alfred  H.    Mentioned 684 

Triana,  Ala.     Scout  from.     See  Valhermoso  Springs,  Ala.     Scout  from  Triana 

to,  Aug.  15,  1864. 

Trlbble,  Thomas  A.    Mentioned 789 

Trickum's  Cross-Roads,  Ga.    Expedition  from  Atlanta  to,  and  slcirmisbes 

(27tli)  near  Trickum'8  Cross-Roads  and  Lawrenceville,  Ga.,  Oct. 

26-29, 1864.     See  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operattmis 

in,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 1864.    Reports  of 

Bamum,  Henry  H.  Chatfield,  Harvey  S.  Geary,  John  W. 

Bloodgood,  Edward.  Cresson,  Charles  C.  Gruinbach,  Nicholas. 

Brant,  Jefferson  £.  Snstin,  Daniel.  Van  Torhis,  Koert  S. 
Bnrton,  James  £. 

Triune,  Tenn.    Skirmishes  at,  Aug.  3-4, 1864 3 

Trowbridge,  Iiuther  S. 

Mentioned.... 485 

Report  of  scout  from  Strawberry  Plains  to  Greeneville,  Tenn.,  Aug.  1-5, 

1864,  and  skirmish  (2d)  at  Morristowu 369 

True,  Clinton  J.    Mentioned 23,39,71,72,76,487 

Tundy,  Captain.     Mentioned 479 

Tunica  Landing,  Miss.    Expedition  from.     See  Fort  Adams,  Miss.    Expedition 
from  Tunica  Landing  to,  Oct.  5-8,  1864. 

Tunnell,  D.  P.    Mentioned 819 

Tupelo,  Miss. 

Engagement  near,  July  14-15, 1864.     See  Harrishurg,  Miss.     Engagement  at, 

near  Tupelo,  July  14-15,  1864. 
Exjjedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  5-21, 1864. 
Casualties.    Returns  of. 

Confederate  Troops 335 

Union  Troops 254-256,288,307 

Reports  of 

Barnett,  Thomas  T 350 

Bell,TyreeH 346 

Berry,  Benjamin  C 261 

Boutou,  Edward 300 

Buford,  Abraham 329 

Burgh,  Henry  B 316 

Burns,  Richard 294 

Campbell,  William  J 289 

Chalmers,  James  R 324 

Cochran,  Joel  T 339 

Coon,DatusE 315 

Cram,  Orrin  W ,. 278 

Crossland,  Edward 335 

Forrest,  Nathan  B 320 

Foster,  James  C 905 

Fyan,  Robert  W 292,293 

GUbert,  James  I 285,287 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H 304 

Haslip,Aiuos  M r ^90 

Heath,  William  H 273 

Herrick,  Thomas  P 319 

Hill,  Sylvester  G 271 
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Tupelo,  Miss. — Continued. 

Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  5-21,  1864. 
Reports  of 

Holt,  Gustavus  A.C 338 

Horton,  Charles  C. 318 

Hubbard,  Charles  A 262 

Hutchison,  Jonathan 291,292 

Jennison,  Samuel  P 263 

Kinney,  Thomas  J 284 

Lee,  Stephen  D 320 

Lowell,  John  W 299 

Mabry,  Hinchie  P 348 

McClure,  John  D 265 

McMillen,  WUUam  L 258 

Main,  Zalmon  S 297 

Marsh,  Josiah  F 266 

Marshall,  William  R 272 

Moore,  David 279 

Moore,  Edwin 285 

Moore,  Risdon  M 296 

Mower,  Joseph  A 256 

Murray,  Charles  D 282 

Noble,  John  W 307 

Peters,  John  H 312 

Ridgway,S.  Paine 338 

Sanbom,  John  E 288 

Shacklett,  Absalom  R 341 

Smith,  Andrew  J '. 250 

Stlbbs,  JohnH 269 

Tate,  Thomas  S.,  jr 342 

Tyler,  H.  A 344 

Ward,LymauM 276 

Washburn,  Cadwallader  C 249 

Williams,  Martin  H 313 

Winslow,  Edward  F , 305 

Wolfe,  Edward  H 295 

Woods,  Joseph  J 268 

Young,  George  F 298 

S.ketch 334 

See  also  report  of  Maury,  p.  430. 

Turk,  Jamea  A.    Mentioned 337,343 

Turke3rtown,  Ala.  Skirmish  .at,  Oct.  2.5, 1864.  See  Nm-lh  Oeort/ia  antl.  North 
Alabama.  Operations  in,  Sept.  S9-Nov.  IS,  18G4.  Iteports  of  How- 
ard, p.  733;  Ostm-haus,  p.  742. 

TumbuU,  William  TV.    Mentioned 467 

Turner's  and  Howell's  Ferries,  Ga.  SkirmishcR  near,  Oct.  19,  1864.  See 
North  Georgia  and  North.  Alabama.  Operations  in,  Sept.  SO-Nov. 
IS,  1864.    Report  of  Ragan,  p.  685. 

Tuipin,  Williani.    Mentioned 12 

Tuther,  Alfred  G.    Mentioned 473,474 

Twiford,  John.    Mentioned 241 

Tycoon,  Steamer.    Mentioned 246 

Tyler,  H.  A. 

Mentioned 329,342 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,' to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 ." 344 
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Tyler,  John  B.    Mentioned 25,39,40,43,360 

Tyler,  Robert.    Mentioned 79  §2 

Tyler,  Robert  C.    Mentioned  826 

TTnderv700d,  Captain.     Mentioned 882 

Undine,  No.  55,  Gunboat. 

Capture  of,  Oct.  30,  1864.     See  Fort  Heiman,  Ky.     Capture  of  gunloat  Un- 
dine, etc. 

Mentioned 540,589,859-862,864-868,870,872-874 

Union  City,  Ky.     Sliirmishes  at  and  near,  Sept.  2, 1864.     Report  of  James  N. 

McArthur 493 

Union  County,  Ky. 

Operations  in.     See  Webster  and  Union  Counties,  Ky.     Operations  in,  July 

14-18,  1864,  etc. 
Confederate  raid  in,  Aug.  7,  1864. 
Communications  from 

Carter,  Samuel  P 461 

Schofield,  John  M 461 

Report  of  James  W.  Brauson 460 

Union  Station,  Tenn.    Skirmishesat,Nov.  1, 1864.    Report  of  John  W.Noble.      884 
Union  Troops. 

Casualties.    Returns  of. 

Kentucky.    Morgan's  Raid  into,  May  31-June  20, 1864 27, 43 

Memphis,  Tenn.    Attack  on,  Aug.  21, 1864 476, 477, 480 

Mississippi.     Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into,  June  1-13, 1864.  95, 106, 

120, 133, 140 
Northern  Alabama  and  Middle  Tennessee.    Forrest's  Raid  into,  Sept. 

16-Oot.  10, 1864 535,541 

North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.     Operations  in,  Sept.  29-Not.  13, 

1864 749,766,775,782 

Oxford,  Miss.     Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  Aug.  1-30, 1864 . .      396 
Pearl  River,  Miss.     Expedition  from  Vicksburg  to,  July  2-10, 1864,  with 

skirmishes  en  route,  and  engagement  (7th)  near  Jackson,  Miss  .      243 
Southwestern  Virginia.    Raids  from  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee  in- 
to, Sept.  20-Oct.  17, 1864  553 

Tupelo,  Miss.    Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  .Tuly  5-21, 1864.      254- 

256, 288, 307 
Mentioned. 
Colored. 

Artillery,  Heavy— /fefir/menfe :  4th,  857,  858;   6th,  459,  551;   8th, 

365,366;  13th,  876. 
Artillery,  Light— ^ej/menfe :  2d  (Batteries),  A,  861,  868;  P,  103, 

105, 125, 126, 182-184, 218 ;  I,  255, 300,  302, 303,  317,  905, 906. 
Cavalry— Begiments :  3d,  7,  9,  243,  567-569,  571,  572,  575,  576,  830- 

832, 899;  4th,  726, 727 ;  5th,  553, 556, 557. 
Infantry— ffe^/me/ite ;  5th,  569;  12th,  465, 589, 861, 877 ;  13th,  465, 
861, 868 ;  14th,  588, 696, 698, 701-703,  705, 709, 710,  714-717 ;  40th, 
465;  44th,  720,721;  48th,  50th,  569;  55th,  103,  105,  107-109, 
125-127, 174, 181-183, 210,  213,  903, 904 ;  58th,  459 ;  59th,  103, 105, 
109,125,126,182-184,213,255,300-303,903-906:  Gist,  25.5,  300- 
303,  478,  539,  541,  905,  906;  68th,  255,300-303;  70th,  460,  550; 
71st,  550,  551;  98th,  418;  99th,  419;  100th,  465,  861,  877,  878; 
101st,  843;  106th,  519,  523,  526,  527,  585;  110th,  519,  ,'523,  526, 
527,  530,535,585:  111th,  514,519,  520,  523,  526,  527,  535,585. 


1020  INDEX. 

>  Page. 

Union  Troops — Continued. 
Mentioned. 
Regulars. 

Artillery,  Light — Regiments:  5th  (Batteries),  G, 425. 
Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

Infantry — Companies  :  50th,  34. 

For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States. 

Upham,  Emerson  O.    Mentioned 858 

XTtica,  Miss.     Skirmish  at,  July  13,  1864.     See  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.    Expedition 

from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to,  July  4-34, 1SC4,  etc. 
Vail,  Nicholas  J. 

Mentioned 714,716 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 716 

Valhermoao  Springs,  Ala.     Scout  from  Triana  to,  Aug.  15, 1864. 

Communication  from  Alfred  B.  Wade .• 463 

Report  of  Alfred  B.  Wade 464 

Van  Beek,  George  'W.    Mentioned 275 

Vance,  Robert  B.    Mentioned , 60 

Vance,  Zebulon  B.    Mentioned 236 

Vsmceburg,  Ky.    Attack  on,  Oct.  29, 1864.    Report  of  Lewis  M.  Clark 882 

Van  Cleve,  Horatio  P.    Mentioned 495 

Vandagrift,  Howard.    Mentioned 500 

Vandever,  William.    Mentioned 594-596 

Van  Duzer.  John  C.    Mentioued 588 

Vaimoy,  T.  J.    Mentioned 819 

Van  Skike,  Jasper  N.    Mentioned 878 

Van  Steenburg,  Linas.    Mentioned 763, 785 

Van  Voorhis,  Koert  S. 

Mentioned 664,665,668,669,674 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 676 

Van  'Wert.  Ga.     Skirmishes  near,   Oct.  9-10,  iSftl.    See   North  Georgia  and 
North  Alabama.     Operations  in,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 1864.    Reports  of 
Elliott,  Washington  L.  Garrard,  Kenncr.  Kilpatrick,  Jndson. 

Vaughan,  Arthur  P.     Mentioned  766 

Vaughn,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  J.  R 563 

Breckinridge,  John  C 566,852,898 

Bushong,  J.  Dick 851 

Palmer,  John  B 853 

Mentioned 84,368,486, 

489, 490, 552, 558, 559, 562,  844-847,  852-854,  856, 885, 888, 889, 892, 893, 898 
Reports  of 

East  Tennessee. 

Breckinridge's  advance  into,  Nov.  4-17, 1864 894-896 

Operations  In,  Oct.  10-28, 1864 848-851 

Southwestern  Virginia.     Raids  from  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee 

into,  Sept.  20-Oct.  17, 1864 562-565 

Vaughn,  N.  M.    Mentioned 901 

Venable,  D.  G.    Mentioned 51 

Venus,  Steamer.    Mentioned 859-861, 864, 865, 867, 869, 870, 872-874 
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Vernon,  Maris  R. 

Mentioned 5O4 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,   Sept.   29- 

Nov.13, 1864 642 

Vezin,  Alfred.    Mentioned 136 

Vicksburg,  Miss. 
Expeditions  from. 

May  4-21,  1864.     See  Yazoo  City,  Miss.    Expedition  from  Vicksburg  to, 

etc. 
July  2-10, 1864.     See  Pearl  Itiver,  Miss.    Expedition  from  Viclcshurg  to, 

etc. 
July  10-17,  1864.     See  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.    Expedition  from  Vicksburg 

to,  etc. 
Sept.  21-26,  1864.     See  Veer  Creek,  Miss.    Expeditions  from  Vicksburg 

to,  etc.  , 

Sept.  29-Oct.  3,  1864.     See  liodneij  and  Fayette,  Miss.    Expedition  from 

Vicksburg  to,  etc. 
Nov.  6-8,  1864.     See  Gaines'  Landing  and  Bayou  Macon,  La.    Expedi- 
tion from  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  to. 

Skirmish  near,  June  4,  1864 2 

Vienna,  Ala.    Skirmish  near,  July  8, 1864.    Report  of  Alfred  Reed 354 

Villa,  John.    Mentioned 445 

Vincent,  M.    Mentioned 452  454 

Virginia,  South'westem.     See  Southwestern  Virginia. 

Voorhies,  Gordon.    Mentioned 59 

Vrooman,  Shuler  S.     Report  of  attack  on  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Aug.  21,  1864  . ..       482 

'Waddell,  O.  A.     Mentioned 819 

"Waddell,  V.  B.    Mentioned 397 

Wade,  Alfred  B. 

Correspondence  ■with 

Buford,  Abraham 511 

Rowe,  Harrison  H 463 

Mentioned * 517,586,701-703,712 

Reports  of 

Northern  Alabama  and  Middle  Tennessee.    Forrest's  Raid  into,  Sept. 

16-Oct.  10,1864 .509 

North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama.    Operations  in,  Sept.  29-Nov.  13, 

1864 709 

Valhermoso  Springs,  Ala.     Scout  from  Triana  to,  Aug.  15,  1864 464 

Wade,  James  P.    Mentioned 557 

Wade,  Jerry  J.    Mentioned 525 

Wade,  T.  H.    Mentioned 335 

Wade,  William  B.    Mentioned 397-399 

Wagner,  George  D.    Mentioned 580, 587, 588, 596, 597, 605, 606, 608-610, 627, 907 

Wagner,  Joseph  H.    Mentioned ' 891 

Wakefield,  Thomas.    Mentioned 244 

Walker,  Isaac  H.    Mentioned 416 

Walker,  John  G.    Mentioned 403,459,900 

Walker,  Thomas  M.    Mentioned '. 651 

Wallace,  John  P.     Mentioned 459 

Wallace,  Martin  R.  M.    Mentioned 459 

Walling,  Augustus  M.    Mentioned 479 

Walters,  Thomas  J.    Mentioned  ,,,...,.,,, ,,.,.,..,,,„.,„,,..,„..       39 
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'Walthall,  Edward  C. 

Mentioned   696,701,707,768,807,809 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 825 

■Walton,  Edwin  S.    Mentioned 543, 544, 548 

War  Department,  C.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  OflSce,  C.  S.  A 67 

Bragg,  Braxton 70 

Davis,  Jefferson 427,429 

Giltner,  Henry  L 74,75 

Lee,  Eobert  E 847 

Morgan,  .John  H 1 73 

Norris,  William  Henry 84 

Kains,  Gabriel  J - 433 

Shephenl,  V.E 427 

War  Department,  V.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Burbridge,  Stephen  6 27 

Halleck,  Henry  W 102 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 863 

Ward,  Lyman  M. 

Mentioned 215,255-257,265,274-276,278 

Report  of  expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  5-21, 

1864 276 

Testimony  of.     Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation 215, 216 

Ward,  Timothy  H.    Mentioned 905 

Ward,  William  T. 

Mentioned 649,679,680 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 678 

Wardlaw,  William  D.     Mentioned 460 

Ware,  William.    Mentioned 735, 737 

Warford,  Harvey.    Mentioned 899 

■Waring,  George  E.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  D.  Sturgis 98 

Itinerary  of  1st  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division,  16th  Army  Corps.     Skirmish 

near  Mount  Pleasant,  Miss.,  May  22,  1864 17 

Mentioned 89, 91, 95, 101, 104, 115, 128-130, 134, 135, 137-139, 141, 142, 144, 

148,  149,  1,53, 154, 157, 158, 185, 189, 194, 200-202, 204, 208, 209, 211, 217, 219 
Reports  of  expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into  Mississippi,  June  1-13, 

1864 130,133 

Testimony  of.    Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation 189-193 

■Warner,  William.     Mentioned 122 

Warren,  A.    Mentioned 226 

■Warren,  James  M.    Mentioned 514,535,549 

■Warrenton,  Ala.    Scout  from  Gunter's  Landing  to,  and  skirmish,  July  11, 

1864.    Report  of  John  T.  Fish 356 

■Washburn,  Cad^wallader  C. 
Correspondence  with 

Smith,  Andrew  J 469,470 

Sturgis,  SamuelD 96,217,218 

Sturgis  Board  of  Investigation : 147 

Mentioned 84,89,91,94,101,147,148,151,152,178, 

193, 216, 304, 388, 404, 430, 472-474, 479, 484, 519, 522, 523, 539, 586, 587, 634 
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"OVaahburn,  Cadwallader  C— Continued.  *^*' 

Eeports  of 

Memphis,  Tenn.    Attack  on,  Aug.  21,  1864 468 

Mississippi.  .  Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  into,  June  1-13,  1864..        85 
Tupelo,  Miss.    Expedition  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  to,  July  5-21, 1864.      249 
Washington  County,  Miss.    Operations  in.    See  Issaquena  and  Washington 

Counties,  Miss.     Operations  in,  Oct.  S4-31,  1864,  etc. 
Watauga  River,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at  tlie,  Sept.  29, 1864.    See  Southwestern  Vir- 
ginia.   Raids  from  Erntucky  and  East  Tennessee  into,  Sept.  30- 
Oct.  17, 1864.    licport  of  Ammen,  p.  558. 

Waterman,  George.    Mentioned 453 

Waterproof  and  Sicily  Island,  La.    Expedition  iiom  Natchez,  Miss.,  to, 

Sept.  26-30,  1864.     Keport  of  Mason  Brayman 572 

Waters,  Louis  H.    Mentioned 608 

Watkins,  Hezekiah.    Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Ala- 
bama, Sept.  29-Nov.  13,1864 661 

Watkins,  Louis  D.    Mentioned 587, 603, 724, 725, 747, 748, 754, 755 

W^atkins,  S.  K.    Mentioned 226 

Watkins,  WilliamM.    Mentioned 803 

Watkins'  Plantation,  Ala.    Affair  near,  July  31,  1864.    See  Northern  Ala- 

bama,  District  of.     Operations  in  the,  June  ^4-Ang.  SO,  1S64.    Re-    ■ 
port  of  Doolittle,  p.  238. 

■Watson,  Benjamin  K.    Mentioned 318 

Watson,  George.    Mentioned 52 

■Watson,  P.  D.    Mentioned 335 

■Watterson,  Joshua  W.    Mentioned 178 

"Watts,  Thomas  H.    Mentioned 431, 797 

■Watts,  WiUiam  O.    Mentioned 43 

■Way,  ■William  B.    Mentioned 665,  669 

Weatherford,  James  ■W.    Report  of  skirmish  at  Wolf  River,  Ky.,  May  18, 

1864 17 

Weaver,  Henry  C.    Mentioned 519 

■Weaver,  Thomas  R. 

Mentioned 864 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  Oct.  11,  1864 857 

■Webber,  'William  E.    Mentioned 755,7.57,758 

.Webster,  George  P.    Mentioned 34 

■Webster,  Joseph  D.   Mentioned 515 

Webster,  Joseph  R.    Mentioned 718,719 

■Webster  and  TJnion  Counties,  Ky.  Operations  in,  July  14-18, 1864,  includ- 
ing skirmishes  (14th)  at  Morganfield  and  (15th)  atGeiger's  Lake. 

Report  of  Samuel  F.Johnson 359 

Weirick,  JohnH.    Mentioned 593,736,737,739 

■Welch,  W.R.    Mentioned 231 

■Welker,  Frederick.    Mentioned 741, 743 

■Welles,  Gideon.    Mentioned 402,417,859 

■Wells,  Eli.    Mentioned 900 

■Wells,  Henry  W.    Mentioned 792 

■Wells,  James  M.    Mentioned 651,652 

■Wells,  J.  'William.    Mentioned 275 

■Wells'Hill,  Tenn.    Skirmish  at,  Sept. 28, 1864.... 4 

■Wemple,  Mindret.  Report  of  expeditions  from  Natchez,  Miss.,  to  Buck's  Ferry 
(19th-2l8t)  and  to  Farrar's  Plantation  (22d),  and  skirmishes  en 
routeTBept.  19-22,1864. 551 
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West,  Frank  A.    Mentioned 736,737,740 

Westbrook's,  Ga.    Skirmish  at.    See  Shadna  Church  and  Westbrool^s,  near  Fair- 
burn,  Ga.    Skirmishes  at,  Oct.  S,  1S64. 
Weatem  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee,  Department  of.  (Confederate.)  John 

H.  Morgan  assumes  command  of 2 

West,  Military  Division  of  the.     (Confederate.)    G.  T.  Beauregard  assumes 

command  of,  east  of  the  Mi88issi])pi  River 4 

West  Mississippi,  Military  Division  of.    (Union.) 

Orders,  General,  series  1864 — Canby :  No.  50,  405.    Dana  :  No.  60,  830. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1864 — Canby :  No.  115,  405. 

Weston,  Ky.     Affair  near,  Sept.  14, 1864.    Report  of  John  H.  Peck .503 

West  Tennessee.    Forrest's  Raid  into,  Oct.  16-Nov.  10, 1864. 
Communications  from 

Cobb,  Amasa 866 

Howland, Henry 863,864 

King,  Edward  M 859 

Jjovelace,  Chauncey  F 865 

Montandon,  James  E 865 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 863 

Smithland,  Ky.,  Commanding  Officer  at 867 

Stevens,  Sylvanus  H 864 

War  Department,  U.  S 863 

Williams,  Isaac  P 864 

Reports  of 

Beauregard,  G.  T 868 

Chalmers,  James  R 872 

Donaldson,  James  L 863 

Forrest,  Nathan  B 868, 870 

King,  Edward  M 866 

McConnell,  SamuelJ 1 864 

Meredith,  Solomon 867 

Mussey,  Reuben  D 868 

Sinclair,  WiUiam 860 

Thomas,  George  H 859 

■Wetherspoon,  James.    Mentioned 493 

Wetzel,  Dixon  E.    Mentioned 818 

Wever,  Clark  R. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Hood 753 

Mentioned 582,746-748,752,755-757,760 

Report  of  operatitms  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 , 752 

Wharton,  A.  D.    Mentioned 444,447 

Wharton,  John  A.     Mentioned 900 

Wheaton,  Seth.     Mentioned 905 

Wheeler,  James  T.    Mentioned 546, 547 

Wheeler,  Joseph.    Mentioned 485,488,496,501, 

502,  505,  512, 513, 515, 530,  5.32, 556, 581, 606,  607, 609, 650,  694,  720, 722, 725, 
730, 742, 743, 745,  746,  753, 762,  768, 769, 788, 792, 799, 801, 802, 804-«06, 808 

Wlieelook,  Arthur  B.    Mentioned 477 

Wherry,  William  M.    For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C,  see  John  M.  Schofield. 
Whipple,  William  D.    For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  George  JS. 
Thomas. 

Whitaker,  Walker  C.    Mentioned 594-597, 602, 605, 606, 608, 609, 908 

White, .    Mentioned 457 

WUte, Captain,    Mentipped.rfr>'-'f->>'f"r.T,.-. ■.••.•.•>,.•.•, >....>.     463 
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White,  Charles.    Mentioned 877 

White  Cloud,  Steamer.    Mentioned 571 

White,  Eben. 

Mentioned 504 

Report  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 637 

White,  Oeorge  T.    Mentioned 264 

VHiite,  Giles  E. 

Mentioned 708 

Eeport  of  operations  in  North  Georgia  and  North  Alabama,  Sept.  29-Nov. 

13,1864 708 

White,  James  H.    Mentioned 43 

"White,  RaleighR.    Mentioned 542,543 

White,  William  B.    Mentioned 752-754 

White  Oak  Springs,  Ky.    Skirmish  at,  Aug.  17,  1864.    See  Kentucky.    Ex- 
pedition from  Mount  Vernon,  Ind.,  into,  Aug.  16-S2,  1864,  etc. 
Wliiteside's,  Temi.    Scout  from,  to  Sulphur  Springs,  Ga.    See  Sulphur  Springs, 

Ga.    Scout  from  Whiteaid^s,  Tenn.,  to,  Sept.  S-5, 1864. 
White's  Station,  Tenn.    Skirmishes  at. 

June  20, 1864 2 

July  26,  1864 2 

Whitfield,  George.    Mentioned 430 

Whiting,  J.  W. 

Correspondence  withDabney  H.  Maury 432 

Mentioned 431,432,434 

Whiting,  Richard  H.    Mentioned 880 

Whittelsey,  Henry  M.    Correspondence  with  Moses  Summers 682 

Wickliffe,  Robert  C.    Mentioned : 840 

Wiggin,  George.    Mentioned 499,500 

Wilcox,  ChristopherC.    Mentioned 489,492,891 

Wilcox,  Edward  P.    Mentioned , 741 

Wilde,  Hiram.    Mentioned 640 

Wilkin,  Alexander. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  D.  Sturgis 96 

Mentioned 86,87,90,93-95,103-107,112,114,117-120, 

125-127, 129, 149, 154,156, 157, 159,  161, 162, 164, 167, 170-175, 179-181,  184, 

195, 198, 203, 209,  211, 212, 214,  253, 254, 256-258, 259, 262, 265-268, 274,  904 

Report  of  expedition  fromMemphis,  Tenn., into  Mississippi,  June  1-13, 1864.      107 

Wilkins,  Patterson  V.    Mentioned 703 

Willett,  James  R.    Mentioned 508 

Williams, .    Mentioned •     393 

Williams,  Captain.    Mentioned 460 
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WUliams,  Isaac  P.    Correspondence  with  Sylvanus  H.  Stevens 864 
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Williams,  R.J.    Mentioned 819 

Williamson,  J.  J.    Mentioned 405 

Williamson,  Milton  T.    Mentioned 473 

Williamson,  Thomas  G.    Mentioned 700,703,707 

Wilson, .    Mentioned 451 

Wilson,  Alexander.    Mentioned 701, 709 

Wilson,  Andrew  N.    Mentioned 224, 332, 348, 544, 547, 548 

Wilson,  James  A.    Mentioned : 277 

Wilson,  James  C.    Mentioned 701, 703 

Wilson,  James  H.    Mentioned 583, 590 

Wilson,  James  S.    Mentioned 642 

Wilson,  J.  J.    Mentioned 230 

■Wilson,  John  C.    Mentioned 35 

Wilson,  J.  W.    Mentioned 236 

Wilson,  William.    Mentioned 141 

Wilson,  Zac.  C.    Mentioned 525 

Winchester,  Tenn. 
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277;  18th,  748,749,751,752,762,763,766;  20th,  422;  22d,688,691;  26th, 
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Woodward,  Samuel  L.    Mentioned 130, 185, 187 

Woodward,  T.  G.    Mentioned 467 
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